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Washington, D.C.






This article is about the capital of the United States. For the state on the U.S. West Coast, see Washington (state)[image: External link]. For other uses, see United States capital (disambiguation)[image: External link], Washington (disambiguation)[image: External link], and Columbia District.

Washington, D.C., formally the District of Columbia and commonly referred to as "Washington", "the District", or simply "D.C.", is the capital of the United States.

The signing of the Residence Act on July 16, 1790, approved the creation of a capital district located along the Potomac River on the country's East Coast. The U.S. Constitution provided for a federal district under the exclusive jurisdiction of the Congress and the District is therefore not a part of any state. The states of Maryland and Virginia[image: External link] each donated land to form the federal district, which included the pre-existing settlements of Georgetown and Alexandria. Named in honor of President George Washington, the City of Washington was founded in 1791 to serve as the new national capital. In 1846, Congress returned the land originally ceded by Virginia; in 1871, it created a single municipal government for the remaining portion of the District.

Washington had an estimated population of 681,170 as of July 2016. Commuters from the surrounding Maryland and Virginia suburbs raise the city's population to more than one million during the workweek. The Washington metropolitan area[image: External link], of which the District is a part, has a population of over 6 million, the sixth-largest metropolitan statistical area in the country.

The centers of all three branches of the federal government of the United States are in the District, including the Congress, President, and Supreme Court. Washington is home to many national monuments and museums, which are primarily situated on or around the National Mall. The city hosts 176 foreign embassies as well as the headquarters of many international organizations, trade unions, non-profit organizations, lobbying groups, and professional associations.

A locally elected mayor[image: External link] and a 13‑member council have governed the District since 1973. However, the Congress maintains supreme authority over the city and may overturn local laws. D.C. residents elect a non-voting, at-large congressional delegate to the House of Representatives, but the District has no representation in the Senate. The District receives three electoral votes[image: External link] in presidential elections as permitted by the Twenty-third Amendment to the United States Constitution, ratified in 1961.
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 History




Further information: History of Washington, D.C. and Timeline of Washington, D.C.


Various tribes of the Algonquian-speaking Piscataway people (also known as the Conoy) inhabited the lands around the Potomac River when Europeans first visited the area in the early 17th century. One group known as the Nacotchtank (also called the Nacostines by Catholic missionaries) maintained settlements around the Anacostia River within the present-day District of Columbia. Conflicts with European colonists and neighboring tribes forced the relocation of the Piscataway people, some of whom established a new settlement in 1699 near Point of Rocks, Maryland.[5]

In his Federalist No. 43, published January 23, 1788, James Madison argued that the new federal government would need authority over a national capital to provide for its own maintenance and safety.[6] Five years earlier, a band of unpaid soldiers besieged Congress while its members were meeting in Philadelphia. Known as the Pennsylvania Mutiny of 1783, the event emphasized the need for the national government not to rely on any state for its own security.[7]

Article One, Section Eight[image: External link], of the Constitution permits the establishment of a "District (not exceeding ten miles square) as may, by cession of particular states, and the acceptance of Congress, become the seat of the government of the United States".[8] However, the Constitution does not specify a location for the capital. In what is now known as the Compromise of 1790, Madison, Alexander Hamilton, and Thomas Jefferson came to an agreement that the federal government would pay each state's remaining Revolutionary War debts in exchange for establishing the new national capital in the Southern United States.[9][a]
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 Foundation




On July 9, 1790, Congress passed the Residence Act, which approved the creation of a national capital on the Potomac River. The exact location was to be selected by President George Washington, who signed the bill into law on July 16. Formed from land donated by the states of Maryland and Virginia, the initial shape of the federal district was a square measuring 10 miles (16 km) on each side, totaling 100 square miles (259 km2).[10][b]

Two pre-existing settlements were included in the territory: the port of Georgetown, Maryland, founded in 1751,[11] and the city of Alexandria, Virginia, founded in 1749.[12] During 1791–92, Andrew Ellicott and several assistants, including a free African American astronomer named Benjamin Banneker, surveyed the borders of the federal district and placed boundary stones at every mile point.[13] Many of the stones are still standing.[14]

A new federal city was then constructed on the north bank of the Potomac, to the east of Georgetown. On September 9, 1791, the three commissioners overseeing the capital's construction named the city in honor of President Washington. The federal district was named Columbia, which was a poetic name for the United States commonly in use at that time.[15][16] Congress held its first session in Washington on November 17, 1800.[17]

Congress passed the Organic Act of 1801, which officially organized the District and placed the entire territory under the exclusive control of the federal government. Further, the unincorporated area within the District was organized into two counties: the County of Washington to the east of the Potomac and the County of Alexandria to the west.[18] After the passage of this Act, citizens living in the District were no longer considered residents of Maryland or Virginia, which therefore ended their representation in Congress.[19]

On August 24–25, 1814, in a raid known as the Burning of Washington, British forces invaded the capital during the War of 1812. The Capitol, Treasury, and White House were burned and gutted during the attack.[20] Most government buildings were repaired quickly; however, the Capitol was largely under construction at the time and was not completed in its current form until 1868.[21]
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 Retrocession and the Civil War




See also: District of Columbia retrocession and Washington, D.C., in the American Civil War


In the 1830s, the District's southern territory of Alexandria went into economic decline partly due to neglect by Congress.[22] The city of Alexandria was a major market in the American slave trade, and pro-slavery residents feared that abolitionists in Congress would end slavery in the District, further depressing the economy. Alexandria's citizens petitioned Virginia to take back the land it had donated to form the District, through a process known as retrocession.[23]

The Virginia General Assembly voted in February 1846 to accept the return of Alexandria and on July 9, 1846, Congress agreed to return all the territory that had been ceded by Virginia. Therefore, the District's current area consists only of the portion originally donated by Maryland.[22] Confirming the fears of pro-slavery Alexandrians, the Compromise of 1850 outlawed the slave trade in the District, although not slavery itself.[24]

The outbreak of the American Civil War in 1861 led to expansion of the federal government and notable growth in the District's population, including a large influx of freed slaves.[25] President Abraham Lincoln signed the Compensated Emancipation Act in 1862, which ended slavery in the District of Columbia and freed about 3,100 enslaved persons, nine months prior to the Emancipation Proclamation.[26] In 1868, Congress granted the District's African American male residents the right to vote in municipal elections.[25]
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 Growth and redevelopment




By 1870, the District's population had grown 75% from the previous census to nearly 132,000 residents.[27] Despite the city's growth, Washington still had dirt roads and lacked basic sanitation. Some members of Congress suggested moving the capital further west, but President Ulysses S. Grant refused to consider such a proposal.[28]

Congress passed the Organic Act of 1871, which repealed the individual charters of the cities of Washington and Georgetown, and created a new territorial government for the whole District of Columbia.[29] President Grant appointed Alexander Robey Shepherd to the position of governor in 1873. Shepherd authorized large-scale projects that greatly modernized Washington, but ultimately bankrupted the District government. In 1874, Congress replaced the territorial government with an appointed three-member Board of Commissioners.[30]

The city's first motorized streetcars began service in 1888 and generated growth in areas of the District beyond the City of Washington's original boundaries. Washington's urban plan was expanded throughout the District in the following decades.[31] Georgetown was formally annexed by the City of Washington in 1895.[32] However, the city had poor housing conditions and strained public works. Washington was the first city in the nation to undergo urban renewal projects as part of the "City Beautiful movement" in the early 1900s.[33]

Increased federal spending as a result of the New Deal in the 1930s led to the construction of new government buildings, memorials, and museums in Washington.[34] World War II further increased government activity, adding to the number of federal employees in the capital;[35] by 1950, the District's population reached its peak of 802,178 residents.[27]
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 Civil rights and home rule era




The Twenty-third Amendment to the United States Constitution was ratified in 1961, granting the District three votes in the Electoral College[image: External link] for the election of president and vice president, but still no voting representation in Congress.[36]

After the assassination of civil rights leader Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., on April 4, 1968, riots broke out in the District, primarily in the U Street, 14th Street, 7th Street, and H Street corridors, centers of black residential and commercial areas. The riots raged for three days until more than 13,600 federal troops stopped the violence. Many stores and other buildings were burned; rebuilding was not completed until the late 1990s.[37]

In 1973, Congress enacted the District of Columbia Home Rule Act, providing for an elected mayor and 13-member council for the District.[38] In 1975, Walter Washington became the first elected and first black mayor of the District.[39]

On September 11, 2001[image: External link], terrorists hijacked American Airlines Flight 77[image: External link] and deliberately crashed the plane into the Pentagon in nearby Arlington, Virginia. United Airlines Flight 93[image: External link], believed to be destined for Washington, D.C., crashed in Pennsylvania when passengers tried to recover control of the plane from hijackers.[40][41]
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 Geography




Main article: Geography of Washington, D.C.


Washington, D.C., is located in the mid-Atlantic region of the U.S. East Coast. Due to the District of Columbia retrocession, the city has a total area of 68.34 square miles (177.0 km2), of which 61.05 square miles (158.1 km2) is land and 7.29 square miles (18.9 km2) (10.67%) is water.[43] The District is bordered by Montgomery County, Maryland, to the northwest; Prince George's County, Maryland, to the east; and Arlington and Alexandria, Virginia, to the south and west.

The south bank of the Potomac River forms the District's border with Virginia and has two major tributaries: the Anacostia River and Rock Creek.[44] Tiber Creek, a natural watercourse that once passed through the National Mall, was fully enclosed underground during the 1870s.[45] The creek also formed a portion of the now-filled Washington City Canal, which allowed passage through the city to the Anacostia River from 1815 until the 1850s.[46] The Chesapeake and Ohio Canal starts in Georgetown and was used during the 19th century to bypass the Little Falls of the Potomac River, located at the northwest edge of Washington at the Atlantic Seaboard fall line.[47]

The highest natural elevation in the District is 409 feet (125 m) above sea level at Fort Reno Park in upper northwest Washington.[48] The lowest point is sea level at the Potomac River.[49] The geographic center of Washington is near the intersection of 4th and L Streets NW.[50] Contrary to the urban legend, Washington was not built on a reclaimed swamp, but wetlands did cover areas along the water.[51][52]

The District has 7,464 acres (30.21 km2) of parkland, about 19% of the city's total area and the second-highest percentage among high-density U.S. cities.[53] The National Park Service manages most of the 9,122 acres (36.92 km2) of city land owned by the U.S. government.[54] Rock Creek Park is a 1,754-acre (7.10 km2) urban forest in Northwest Washington, which extends 9.3 miles (15.0 km) through a stream valley that bisects the city. Established in 1890, it is the country's fourth-oldest national park and is home to a variety of plant and animal species including raccoon, deer, owls, and coyotes.[55] Other National Park Service properties include the C&O Canal National Historical Park, the National Mall and Memorial Parks, Theodore Roosevelt Island, Columbia Island, Fort Dupont Park, Meridian Hill Park, Kenilworth Park and Aquatic Gardens, and Anacostia Park.[56] The D.C. Department of Parks and Recreation maintains the city's 900 acres (3.6 km2) of athletic fields and playgrounds, 40 swimming pools, and 68 recreation centers.[57] The U.S. Department of Agriculture operates the 446-acre (1.80 km2) U.S. National Arboretum in Northeast Washington.[58]
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 Climate




See also: List of Maryland hurricanes (1950–present)[image: External link] and List of Washington, D.C. tornadoes


Washington is in the northern part of the humid subtropical climate zone (Köppen: Cfa)[59] However, under the Trewartha climate classification, the city has a temperate maritime climate (Do).[60] Winters are usually chilly with light snow, and summers are hot and humid. The District is in plant hardiness zone 8a near downtown, and zone 7b elsewhere in the city, indicating a humid subtropical climate.[61]

Spring and fall are mild to warm, while winter is chilly with annual snowfall averaging 15.5 inches (39 cm). Winter temperatures average around 38 °F (3.3 °C) from mid-December to mid-February.[62] Summers are hot and humid with a July daily average of 79.8 °F (26.6 °C) and average daily relative humidity around 66%, which can cause moderate personal discomfort.[63] The combination of heat and humidity in the summer brings very frequent thunderstorms, some of which occasionally produce tornadoes in the area.[64]

Blizzards affect Washington on average once every four to six years. The most violent storms are called "nor'easters", which often affect large sections of the East Coast.[65] From January 27 to 28, 1922, the city officially received 28 inches (71 cm) of snowfall, the largest snowstorm since official measurements began in 1885.[66] According to notes kept at the time, the city received between 30 and 36 inches (76 and 91 cm) from a snowstorm on January 1772.[67]

Hurricanes (or their remnants) occasionally track through the area in late summer and early fall, but are often weak by the time they reach Washington, partly due to the city's inland location.[68] Flooding of the Potomac River, however, caused by a combination of high tide, storm surge, and runoff, has been known to cause extensive property damage in the neighborhood of Georgetown.[69]

Precipitation occurs throughout the year.[70]

The highest recorded temperature was 106 °F (41 °C) on August 6, 1918, and on July 20, 1930.[71] while the lowest recorded temperature was −15 °F (−26 °C) on February 11, 1899, during the Great Blizzard of 1899.[65] During a typical year, the city averages about 37 days at or above 90 °F (32.2 °C) and 64 nights at or below freezing.[62]
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Climate data for Washington, D.C. (Reagan National Airport), 1981−2010 normals,[c] extremes 1871−present[d]






	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °F (°C)
	79

(26)
	84

(29)
	93

(34)
	95

(35)
	99

(37)
	104

(40)
	106

(41)
	106

(41)
	104

(40)
	96

(36)
	86

(30)
	79

(26)
	106

(41)



	Mean maximum °F (°C)
	65.5

(18.6)
	67.5

(19.7)
	78.0

(25.6)
	85.8

(29.9)
	90.3

(32.4)
	95.2

(35.1)
	97.5

(36.4)
	96.5

(35.8)
	91.6

(33.1)
	83.7

(28.7)
	74.9

(23.8)
	66.4

(19.1)
	98.8

(37.1)



	Average high °F (°C)
	43.4

(6.3)
	47.1

(8.4)
	55.9

(13.3)
	66.6

(19.2)
	75.4

(24.1)
	84.2

(29)
	88.4

(31.3)
	86.5

(30.3)
	79.5

(26.4)
	68.4

(20.2)
	57.9

(14.4)
	46.8

(8.2)
	66.8

(19.3)



	Average low °F (°C)
	28.6

(−1.9)
	30.9

(−0.6)
	37.6

(3.1)
	47.0

(8.3)
	56.5

(13.6)
	66.3

(19.1)
	71.1

(21.7)
	69.7

(20.9)
	62.4

(16.9)
	50.6

(10.3)
	41.2

(5.1)
	32.5

(0.3)
	49.6

(9.8)



	Mean minimum °F (°C)
	12.9

(−10.6)
	16.6

(−8.6)
	22.9

(−5.1)
	33.9

(1.1)
	44.6

(7)
	54.8

(12.7)
	62.1

(16.7)
	60.1

(15.6)
	49.7

(9.8)
	38.0

(3.3)
	28.7

(−1.8)
	18.2

(−7.7)
	9.9

(−12.3)



	Record low °F (°C)
	−14

(−26)
	−15

(−26)
	4

(−16)
	15

(−9)
	33

(1)
	43

(6)
	52

(11)
	49

(9)
	36

(2)
	26

(−3)
	11

(−12)
	−13

(−25)
	−15

(−26)



	Average precipitation inches (mm)
	2.81

(71.4)
	2.62

(66.5)
	3.48

(88.4)
	3.06

(77.7)
	3.99

(101.3)
	3.78

(96)
	3.73

(94.7)
	2.93

(74.4)
	3.72

(94.5)
	3.40

(86.4)
	3.17

(80.5)
	3.05

(77.5)
	39.74

(1,009.4)



	Average snowfall inches (cm)
	5.6

(14.2)
	5.7

(14.5)
	1.3

(3.3)
	trace
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0.5

(1.3)
	2.3

(5.8)
	15.4

(39.1)



	Average precipitation days (≥ 0.01 in)
	9.6
	9.0
	10.5
	10.4
	11.1
	10.7
	10.3
	8.2
	8.3
	7.7
	8.6
	9.7
	114.1



	Average snowy days (≥ 0.1 in)
	3.0
	2.4
	0.9
	0.1
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0.2
	1.5
	8.1



	Average relative humidity (%)
	62.1
	60.5
	58.6
	58.0
	64.5
	65.8
	66.9
	69.3
	69.7
	67.4
	64.7
	64.1
	64.3



	Mean monthly sunshine hours
	144.6
	151.8
	204.0
	228.2
	260.5
	283.2
	280.5
	263.1
	225.0
	203.6
	150.2
	133.0
	2,527.7



	Percent possible sunshine
	48
	50
	55
	57
	59
	64
	62
	62
	60
	59
	50
	45
	57



	Source: NOAA (relative humidity and sun 1961−1990)[62][73][70][74]
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 Cityscape




See also: Streets and highways of Washington, D.C.; Neighborhoods in Washington, D.C.; and List of tallest buildings in Washington, D.C.


Washington, D.C., is a planned city. In 1791, President Washington commissioned Pierre (Peter) Charles L'Enfant, a French-born architect and city planner, to design the new capital. He enlisted Scottish surveyor Alexander Ralston helped layout the city plan.[75] The L'Enfant Plan featured broad streets and avenues radiating out from rectangles, providing room for open space and landscaping.[76] He based his design on plans of cities such as Paris, Amsterdam, Karlsruhe[image: External link], and Milan that Thomas Jefferson had sent to him.[77] L'Enfant's design also envisioned a garden-lined "grand avenue" approximately 1 mile (1.6 km) in length and 400 feet (120 m) wide in the area that is now the National Mall.[78]

President Washington dismissed L'Enfant in March 1792 due to conflicts with the three commissioners appointed to supervise the capital's construction. Andrew Ellicott, who had worked with L'Enfant surveying the city, was then tasked with completing the design. Though Ellicott made revisions to the original plans, including changes to some street patterns, L'Enfant is still credited with the overall design of the city.[79]

By the early 1900s, L'Enfant's vision of a grand national capital had become marred by slums and randomly placed buildings, including a railroad station on the National Mall. Congress formed a special committee charged with beautifying Washington's ceremonial core.[33] What became known as the McMillan Plan was finalized in 1901 and included re-landscaping the Capitol grounds and the National Mall, clearing slums, and establishing a new citywide park system. The plan is thought to have largely preserved L'Enfant's intended design.[76]

By law, Washington's skyline is low and sprawling. The federal Heights of Buildings Act of 1910 allows buildings that are no taller than the width of the adjacent street, plus 20 feet (6.1 m).[80] Despite popular belief, no law has ever limited buildings to the height of the United States Capitol or the 555-foot (169 m) Washington Monument,[52] which remains the District's tallest structure. City leaders have criticized the height restriction as a primary reason why the District has limited affordable housing and traffic problems caused by urban sprawl.[80]

The District is divided into four quadrants of unequal area: Northwest (NW), Northeast (NE), Southeast (SE), and Southwest (SW). The axes bounding the quadrants radiate from the U.S. Capitol building.[81] All road names include the quadrant abbreviation to indicate their location and house numbers generally correspond with the number of blocks away from the Capitol. Most streets are set out in a grid pattern with east–west streets named with letters (e.g., C Street SW), north–south streets with numbers (e.g., 4th Street NW), and diagonal avenues, many of which are named after states.[81]

The City of Washington was bordered by Boundary Street to the north (renamed Florida Avenue in 1890), Rock Creek to the west, and the Anacostia River to the east.[31][76] Washington's street grid was extended, where possible, throughout the District starting in 1888.[82] Georgetown's streets were renamed in 1895.[32] Some streets are particularly noteworthy, such as Pennsylvania Avenue, which connects the White House to the Capitol and K Street, which houses the offices of many lobbying groups.[83] Washington hosts 177 foreign embassies, constituting approximately 297 buildings beyond the more than 1,600 residential properties owned by foreign countries, many of which are on a section of Massachusetts Avenue informally known as Embassy Row.[84]
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The architecture of Washington varies greatly. Six of the top 10 buildings in the American Institute of Architects' 2007 ranking of "America's Favorite Architecture" are in the District of Columbia:[85] the White House; the Washington National Cathedral; the Thomas Jefferson Memorial; the United States Capitol; the Lincoln Memorial; and the Vietnam Veterans Memorial. The neoclassical, Georgian, gothic, and modern architectural styles are all reflected among those six structures and many other prominent edifices in Washington. Notable exceptions include buildings constructed in the French Second Empire style such as the Eisenhower Executive Office Building.[86]

Outside downtown Washington, architectural styles are even more varied. Historic buildings are designed primarily in the Queen Anne, Châteauesque, Richardsonian Romanesque, Georgian revival, Beaux-Arts, and a variety of Victorian styles. Rowhouses are especially prominent in areas developed after the Civil War and typically follow Federalist and late Victorian designs.[87] Georgetown's Old Stone House was built in 1765, making it the oldest-standing original building in the city.[88] Founded in 1789, Georgetown University features a mix of Romanesque and Gothic Revival architecture.[86] The Ronald Reagan Building is the largest building in the District with a total area of approximately 3.1 million square feet (288,000 m2).[89]
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Main article: Demographics of Washington, D.C.[image: External link]




	Historical population



	Census
	Pop.
	
	%±



	1800
	8,144
	
	—



	1810
	15,471
	
	90.0%



	1820
	23,336
	
	50.8%



	1830
	30,261
	
	29.7%



	1840
	33,745
	
	11.5%



	1850
	51,687
	
	53.2%



	1860
	75,080
	
	45.3%



	1870
	131,700
	
	75.4%



	1880
	177,624
	
	34.9%



	1890
	230,392
	
	29.7%



	1900
	278,718
	
	21.0%



	1910
	331,069
	
	18.8%



	1920
	437,571
	
	32.2%



	1930
	486,869
	
	11.3%



	1940
	663,091
	
	36.2%



	1950
	802,178
	
	21.0%



	1960
	763,956
	
	−4.8%



	1970
	756,510
	
	−1.0%



	1980
	638,333
	
	−15.6%



	1990
	606,900
	
	−4.9%



	2000
	572,059
	
	−5.7%



	2010
	601,723
	
	5.2%



	Est. 2016
	681,170
	[90]
	13.2%



	Source:[27][91] Note:[e]




The U.S. Census Bureau estimates that the District's population was 681,170 on July 1, 2016, an 13.2% increase since the 2010 United States Census.[3] The increase continues a growth trend since 2000, following a half-century of population decline.[93] The city was the 24th most populous place in the United States as of 2010.[94] According to data from 2010, commuters from the suburbs increase the District's daytime population to over one million people.[95] If the District were a state it would rank 49th in population, ahead of Vermont[image: External link] and Wyoming.[3]

The Washington Metropolitan Area[image: External link], which includes the District and surrounding suburbs, is the sixth-largest metropolitan area in the United States with an estimated 6 million residents in 2014.[4] When the Washington area is included with Baltimore and its suburbs, the Baltimore–Washington Metropolitan Area had a population exceeding 9.5 million residents in 2014, the fourth-largest combined statistical area in the country.[96]

According to 2015 Census Bureau data, the population of Washington, D.C. was 48.3% Black or African American, 44.1% White (36.1% non-Hispanic White), 4.2% Asian[image: External link], 0.6% American Indian or Alaska Native, and 0.2% Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander. Individuals from two or more races made up 2.7% of the population. Hispanics of any race made up 10.6% of the District's population.[97]

Washington has had a significant African American population since the city's foundation.[98] African American residents composed about 30% of the District's total population between 1800 and 1940.[27] The black population reached a peak of 70% by 1970, but has since steadily declined due to many African Americans moving to the surrounding suburbs. Partly as a result of gentrification, there was a 31.4% increase in the non-Hispanic white population and an 11.5% decrease in the black population between 2000 and 2010.[99]

About 17% of D.C. residents were age 18 or younger in 2010; lower than the U.S. average of 24%. However, at 34 years old, the District had the lowest median age compared to the 50 states.[100] As of 2010, there were an estimated 81,734 immigrants living in Washington, D.C.[101] Major sources of immigration include El Salvador[image: External link], Vietnam, and Ethiopia, with a concentration of Salvadorans in the Mount Pleasant neighborhood.[102]

Researchers found that there were 4,822 same-sex couples in the District of Columbia in 2010; about 2% of total households.[103] Legislation authorizing same-sex marriage passed in 2009 and the District began issuing marriage licenses to same-sex couples in March 2010.[104]

A 2007 report found that about one-third of District residents were functionally illiterate, compared to a national rate of about one in five. This is attributed in part to immigrants who are not proficient in English.[105] As of 2011, 85% of D.C. residents age 5 and older spoke English at home as a primary language.[106] Half of residents had at least a four-year college degree in 2006.[101] D.C. residents had a personal income per capita of $55,755; higher than any of the 50 states.[107] However, 19% of residents were below the poverty level in 2005, higher than any state except Mississippi.[108]

Of the District's population, 17% is Baptist, 13% is Catholic, 6% is Evangelical Protestant, 4% is Methodist, 3% is Episcopalian/Anglican, 3% is Jewish, 2% is Eastern Orthodox, 1% is Pentecostal, 1% is Buddhist, 1% is Adventist, 1% is Lutheran, 1% is Muslim, 1% is Presbyterian, 1% is Mormon, and 1% is Hindu.[109][f]

Over 90% of D.C. residents have health insurance coverage, the second-highest rate in the nation. This is due in part to city programs that help provide insurance to low-income individuals who do not qualify for other types of coverage.[110] A 2009 report found that at least 3% of District residents have HIV or AIDS, which the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) characterizes as a "generalized and severe" epidemic.[111]
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Main article: Crime in Washington, D.C.


Crime in Washington, D.C., is concentrated in areas associated with poverty, drug abuse, and gangs. A 2010 study found that 5% of city blocks accounted for over one-quarter of the District's total crime.[112] The more affluent neighborhoods of Northwest Washington are typically safe, but reports of violent crime increase in poorer neighborhoods generally concentrated in the eastern portion of the city.[112] Approximately 60,000 residents are ex-convicts.[113]

Washington was often described as the "murder capital" of the United States during the early 1990s.[114] The number of murders peaked in 1991 at 479, but the level of violence then began to decline significantly.[115] By 2012, Washington's annual murder count had dropped to 88, the lowest total since 1961.[116] The murder rate has since risen from that historic low, though it remains close to half the rate of the early 2000s.[117] In 2016, the District's Metropolitan Police Department tallied 135 homicides, a 53% increase from 2012 but a 17% decrease from 2015.[118] Many neighborhoods such as Columbia Heights and Logan Circle are becoming safer and vibrant. However, incidents of robberies and thefts have remained higher in these areas because of increased nightlife activity and greater numbers of affluent residents.[119] Even still, citywide reports of both property and violent crimes have declined by nearly half since their most recent highs in the mid-1990s.[120]

On June 26, 2008, the Supreme Court of the United States held in District of Columbia v. Heller that the city's 1976 handgun ban violated the right to keep and bear arms as protected under the Second Amendment.[121] However, the ruling does not prohibit all forms of gun control; laws requiring firearm registration remain in place, as does the city's assault weapon ban.[122] In addition to the District's own Metropolitan Police Department[image: External link], many federal law enforcement agencies have jurisdiction in the city as well; most visibly the U.S. Park Police[image: External link], founded in 1791.[123]
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See also: Category:Companies based in Washington, D.C.[image: External link] and Category:Non-profit organizations based in Washington, D.C.[image: External link]


Washington has a growing, diversified economy with an increasing percentage of professional and business service jobs.[124] The gross state product of the District in 2010 was $103.3 billion, which would rank it No. 34 compared to the 50 states.[125] The gross product of the Washington Metropolitan Area was $435 billion in 2014, making it the sixth-largest metropolitan economy in the United States.[126] As of June 2011, the Washington Metropolitan Area had an unemployment rate of 6.2%; the second-lowest rate among the 49 largest metro areas in the nation.[127] The District of Columbia itself had an unemployment rate of 9.8% during the same time period.[128]

In 2012, the federal government accounted for about 29% of the jobs in Washington, D.C.[129] This is thought to immunize Washington to national economic downturns because the federal government continues operations even during recessions.[130] Many organizations such as law firms, independent contractors (both defense and civilian), non-profit organizations, lobbying firms, trade unions, industry trade groups, and professional associations have their headquarters in or near D.C. to be close to the federal government.[83]

Tourism is Washington's second largest industry. Approximately 18.9 million visitors contributed an estimated $4.8 billion to the local economy in 2012.[131] The District also hosts nearly 200 foreign embassies and international organizations such as the World Bank, the International Monetary Fund (IMF)[image: External link], the Organization of American States, the Inter-American Development Bank[image: External link], and the Pan American Health Organization. In 2008, the foreign diplomatic corps in Washington employed about 10,000 people and contributed an estimated $400 million annually to the local economy.[84]

The District has growing industries not directly related to government, especially in the areas of education, finance, public policy, and scientific research. Georgetown University, George Washington University, Washington Hospital Center, Children's National Medical Center and Howard University are the top five non-government-related employers in the city as of 2009.[132] According to statistics compiled in 2011, four of the largest 500 companies in the country were headquartered in the District.[133]
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See also: List of National Historic Landmarks in Washington, D.C.[image: External link]; National Register of Historic Places listings in Washington, D.C.; and List of museums in Washington, D.C.


The National Mall is a large, open park in downtown Washington between the Lincoln Memorial and the United States Capitol. Given its prominence, the mall is often the location of political protests, concerts, festivals, and presidential inaugurations. The Washington Monument and the Jefferson Pier are near the center of the mall, south of the White House. Also on the mall are the National World War II Memorial at the east end of the Lincoln Memorial Reflecting Pool, the Korean War Veterans Memorial, and the Vietnam Veterans Memorial.[134]

Directly south of the mall, the Tidal Basin features rows of Japanese cherry blossom trees that originated as gifts from the nation of Japan.[135] The Franklin Delano Roosevelt Memorial, George Mason Memorial, Jefferson Memorial, Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial, and the District of Columbia War Memorial are around the Tidal Basin.[134]

The National Archives houses thousands of documents important to American history including the Declaration of Independence, the United States Constitution, and the Bill of Rights.[136] Located in three buildings on Capitol Hill, the Library of Congress is the largest library complex in the world with a collection of over 147 million books, manuscripts, and other materials.[137] The United States Supreme Court Building was completed in 1935; before then, the court held sessions in the Old Senate Chamber of the Capitol.[138]

The Smithsonian Institution is an educational foundation chartered by Congress in 1846 that maintains most of the nation's official museums and galleries in Washington, D.C. The U.S. government partially funds the Smithsonian and its collections open to the public free of charge.[139] The Smithsonian's locations had a combined total of 30 million visits in 2013. The most visited museum is the National Museum of Natural History[image: External link] on the National Mall.[140] Other Smithsonian Institution museums and galleries on the mall are: the National Air and Space Museum; the National Museum of African Art; the National Museum of American History; the National Museum of the American Indian; the Sackler and Freer galleries, which both focus on Asian art and culture; the Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden; the Arts and Industries Building; the S. Dillon Ripley Center; and the Smithsonian Institution Building (also known as "The Castle"), which serves as the institution's headquarters.[141]

The Smithsonian American Art Museum and the National Portrait Gallery are housed in the Old Patent Office Building, near Washington's Chinatown.[142] The Renwick Gallery is officially part of the Smithsonian American Art Museum but is in a separate building near the White House. Other Smithsonian museums and galleries include: the Anacostia Community Museum in Southeast Washington; the National Postal Museum near Union Station[image: External link]; and the National Zoo in Woodley Park.[141]

The National Gallery of Art is on the National Mall near the Capitol and features works of American and European art. The gallery and its collections are owned by the U.S. government but are not a part of the Smithsonian Institution.[143] The National Building Museum, which occupies the former Pension Building near Judiciary Square, was chartered by Congress and hosts exhibits on architecture, urban planning, and design.[144]

There are many private art museums in the District of Columbia, which house major collections and exhibits open to the public such as the National Museum of Women in the Arts; the Corcoran Gallery of Art, the largest private museum in Washington;[145] and The Phillips Collection in Dupont Circle, the first museum of modern art in the United States.[146] Other private museums in Washington include the Newseum, the O Street Museum Foundation, the International Spy Museum, the National Geographic Society Museum, and the Marian Koshland Science Museum. The United States Holocaust Memorial Museum near the National Mall maintains exhibits, documentation, and artifacts related to the Holocaust.[147]
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Main articles: Theater in Washington, D.C. and Music of Washington, D.C.


Washington, D.C., is a national center for the arts. The John F. Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts is home to the National Symphony Orchestra, the Washington National Opera, and the Washington Ballet. The Kennedy Center Honors are awarded each year to those in the performing arts who have contributed greatly to the cultural life of the United States.[148] The historic Ford's Theatre, site of the assassination of President Abraham Lincoln, continues to operate as a functioning performance space as well as museum.[149]

The Marine Barracks near Capitol Hill houses the United States Marine Band; founded in 1798, it is the country's oldest professional musical organization.[150] American march composer and Washington-native John Philip Sousa led the Marine Band from 1880 until 1892.[151] Founded in 1925, the United States Navy Band has its headquarters at the Washington Navy Yard and performs at official events and public concerts around the city.[152]

Washington has a strong local theater tradition. Founded in 1950, Arena Stage achieved national attention and spurred growth in the city's independent theater movement that now includes organizations such as the Shakespeare Theatre Company, Woolly Mammoth Theatre Company, and the Studio Theatre.[153] Arena Stage opened its newly renovated home in the city's emerging Southwest waterfront area in 2010.[154] The GALA Hispanic Theatre, now housed in the historic Tivoli Theatre in Columbia Heights, was founded in 1976 and is a National Center for the Latino Performing Arts.[155]

The U Street Corridor in Northwest D.C., known as "Washington's Black Broadway", is home to institutions like the Howard Theatre, Bohemian Caverns, and the Lincoln Theatre, which hosted music legends such as Washington-native Duke Ellington, John Coltrane, and Miles Davis.[156] Washington has its own native music genre called go-go; a post-funk, percussion-driven flavor of rhythm and blues that was popularized in the late 1970s by D.C. band leader Chuck Brown.[157]

The District is an important center for indie culture and music in the United States. The label Dischord Records, formed by Ian MacKaye[image: External link], was one of the most crucial independent labels in the genesis of 1980s punk and eventually indie rock in the 1990s.[158] Modern alternative and indie music venues like The Black Cat and the 9:30 Club bring popular acts to the U Street area.[159]
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Main article: Sports in Washington, D.C.


Washington is one of 13 cities in the United States with teams from all four major professional men's sports and is home to one major professional women's team. The Washington Wizards[image: External link] (National Basketball Association), the Washington Capitals[image: External link] (National Hockey League), and the Washington Mystics[image: External link] (Women's National Basketball Association), play at the Verizon Center in Chinatown. Nationals Park, which opened in Southeast D.C. in 2008, is home to the Washington Nationals[image: External link] (Major League Baseball). D.C. United[image: External link] (Major League Soccer) plays at RFK Stadium[image: External link]. The Washington Redskins[image: External link] (National Football League) play at FedExField in nearby Landover, Maryland.

Current D.C. teams have won a combined ten professional league championships: the Washington Redskins have won five;[160] D.C. United has won four;[161] and the Washington Wizards (then the Washington Bullets) have won a single championship.[162]

Other professional and semi-professional teams in Washington include: the Washington Kastles (World TeamTennis); the Washington D.C. Slayers (USA Rugby League); the Baltimore Washington Eagles (U.S. Australian Football League); the D.C. Divas[image: External link] (Independent Women's Football League); and the Potomac Athletic Club RFC (Rugby Super League). The William H.G. FitzGerald Tennis Center in Rock Creek Park hosts the Citi Open[image: External link]. Washington is also home to two major annual marathon races: the Marine Corps Marathon, which is held every autumn, and the Rock 'n' Roll USA Marathon[image: External link] held in the spring. The Marine Corps Marathon began in 1976 and is sometimes called "The People's Marathon" because it is the largest marathon that does not offer prize money to participants.[163]

The District's four NCAA Division I teams, American Eagles, George Washington Colonials, Georgetown Hoyas and Howard Bison and Lady Bison, have a broad following. The Georgetown Hoyas men's basketball[image: External link] team is the most notable and also plays at the Verizon Center. From 2008 to 2012, the District hosted an annual college football bowl game at RFK Stadium, called the Military Bowl.[164] The D.C. area is home to one regional sports television network, Comcast SportsNet (CSN), based in Bethesda, Maryland.
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Main article: Media in Washington, D.C.


See also: List of newspapers in Washington, D.C. and List of television shows set in Washington, D.C.


Washington, D.C. is a prominent center for national and international media. The Washington Post, founded in 1877, is the oldest and most-read local daily newspaper in Washington.[165] It is probably most notable for its coverage of national and international politics and for exposing the Watergate scandal.[166] "The Post", as it is popularly called, had the sixth-highest readership of all news dailies in the country in 2011.[167] The Washington Post Company also publishes a daily free commuter newspaper called the Express, which summarizes events, sports and entertainment, as well as the Spanish-language paper El Tiempo Latino.

Another popular local daily is The Washington Times, the city's second general interest broadsheet and also an influential paper in political circles.[168] The alternative weekly Washington City Paper also have substantial readership in the Washington area.[169][170]

Some community and specialty papers focus on neighborhood and cultural issues, including the weekly Washington Blade and Metro Weekly, which focus on LGBT issues; the Washington Informer and The Washington Afro American, which highlight topics of interest to the black community; and neighborhood newspapers published by The Current Newspapers. Congressional Quarterly, The Hill, Politico and Roll Call newspapers focus exclusively on issues related to Congress and the federal government. Other publications based in Washington include the National Geographic magazine and political publications such as The Washington Examiner, The New Republic and Washington Monthly.[171]

The Washington Metropolitan Area is the ninth-largest television media market in the nation, with two million homes, approximately 2% of the country's population.[172] Several media companies and cable television channels have their headquarters in the area, including C-SPAN; Black Entertainment Television (BET); Radio One; the National Geographic Channel; Smithsonian Networks; National Public Radio (NPR); Travel Channel (in Chevy Chase, Maryland); Discovery Communications (in Silver Spring, Maryland); and the Public Broadcasting Service (PBS) (in Arlington, Virginia). The headquarters of Voice of America, the U.S. government's international news service, is near the Capitol in Southwest Washington.[173]
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Main article: Government of Washington, D.C.
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	Mayoral election results



	Year
	Democratic
	Republican



	1974
	
82.5% 79,065

	3.7% 3,501




	1978
	
70.2% 68,354

	28.1% 27,366




	1982
	
81.0% 95,007

	14.1% 16,502




	1986
	
61.4% 79,142

	32.8% 42,354




	1990
	
86.2% 140,011

	11.5% 18,653




	1994
	
56.0% 102,884

	41.9% 76,902




	1998
	
66.2% 92,504

	30.2% 42,280




	2002
	
60.6% 79,841

	34.5% 45,407




	2006
	
89.7% 98,740

	6.1% 6,744




	2010
	
74.2% 97,978

	



	2014
	
54.5% 96,666

	[g]






	Presidential election results[176]




	Year
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Republican[image: External link]



	1964
	
85.5% 169,796

	14.5% 28,801




	1968
	
81.8% 139,566

	18.2% 31,012




	1972
	
78.1% 127,627

	21.6% 35,226




	1976
	
81.6% 137,818

	16.5% 27,873




	1980
	
74.9% 130,231

	13.4% 26,218




	1984
	
85.4% 180,408

	13.7% 29,009




	1988
	
82.6% 159,407

	14.3% 27,590




	1992
	
84.6% 192,619

	9.1% 20,698




	1996
	
85.2% 158,220

	9.3% 17,339




	2000
	
85.2% 171,923

	9.0% 18,073




	2004
	
89.0% 202,970

	9.0% 21,256




	2008
	
92.5% 245,800

	6.5% 17,367




	2012
	
90.9% 267,070

	7.3% 21,381




	2016
	
90.5% 282,830

	4.1% 12,723





See also: District of Columbia home rule; List of mayors of Washington, D.C.[image: External link]; and List of District of Columbia symbols


Article One, Section Eight of the United States Constitution grants the United States Congress "exclusive jurisdiction" over the city. The District did not have an elected local government until the passage of the 1973 Home Rule Act. The Act devolved certain Congressional powers to an elected mayor[image: External link], currently Muriel Bowser, and the thirteen-member Council of the District of Columbia. However, Congress retains the right to review and overturn laws created by the council and intervene in local affairs.[177]

Each of the city's eight wards elects a single member of the council and residents elect four at-large members to represent the District as a whole. The council chair is also elected at-large.[178] There are 37 Advisory Neighborhood Commissions (ANCs) elected by small neighborhood districts. ANCs can issue recommendations on all issues that affect residents; government agencies take their advice under careful consideration.[179] The Attorney General of the District of Columbia[image: External link], currently Karl Racine, is elected to a four-year term.[180]

Washington, D.C., observes all federal holidays and also celebrates Emancipation Day on April 16, which commemorates the end of slavery in the District.[26] The flag of Washington, D.C., was adopted in 1938 and is a variation on George Washington's family coat of arms.[181]
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The mayor and council set local taxes and a budget, which must be approved by Congress. The Government Accountability Office and other analysts have estimated that the city's high percentage of tax-exempt property and the Congressional prohibition of commuter taxes create a structural deficit in the District's local budget of anywhere between $470 million and over $1 billion per year. Congress typically provides additional grants for federal programs such as Medicaid and the operation of the local justice system; however, analysts claim that the payments do not fully resolve the imbalance.[182][183]

The city's local government, particularly during the mayoralty of Marion Barry, was criticized for mismanagement and waste.[184] During his administration in 1989, The Washington Monthly magazine claimed that the District had "the worst city government in America."[185] In 1995, at the start of Barry's fourth term, Congress created the District of Columbia Financial Control Board to oversee all municipal spending.[186] Mayor Anthony Williams won election in 1998 and oversaw a period of urban renewal and budget surpluses. The District regained control over its finances in 2001 and the oversight board's operations were suspended.[187]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Voting rights debate




See also: District of Columbia voting rights and Political party strength in Washington, D.C.[image: External link]


The District is not a state and therefore has no voting representation in the Congress. D.C. residents elect a non-voting delegate to the House of Representatives, currently Eleanor Holmes Norton (D-D.C. At-Large[image: External link]), who may sit on committees, participate in debate, and introduce legislation, but cannot vote on the House floor. The District has no official representation in the United States Senate. Neither chamber seats the District's elected "shadow" representative or senators[image: External link]. Unlike residents of U.S. territories such as Puerto Rico or Guam[image: External link], which also have non-voting delegates, D.C. residents are subject to all federal taxes.[188] In the financial year 2012, D.C. residents and businesses paid $20.7 billion in federal taxes; more than the taxes collected from 19 states and the highest federal taxes per capita.[189]

A 2005 poll found that 78% of Americans did not know that residents of the District of Columbia have less representation in Congress than residents of the 50 states.[190] Efforts to raise awareness about the issue have included campaigns by grassroots organizations and featuring the city's unofficial motto, "Taxation Without Representation", on D.C. vehicle license plates[image: External link].[191] There is evidence of nationwide approval for D.C. voting rights; various polls indicate that 61 to 82% of Americans believe that D.C. should have voting representation in Congress.[190][192] Despite public support, attempts to grant the District voting representation, including the D.C. statehood movement and the proposed District of Columbia Voting Rights Amendment, have been unsuccessful.

Opponents of D.C. voting rights propose that the Founding Fathers never intended for District residents to have a vote in Congress since the Constitution makes clear that representation must come from the states. Those opposed to making D.C. a state claim that such a move would destroy the notion of a separate national capital and that statehood would unfairly grant Senate representation to a single city.[193]
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Washington, D.C., has fourteen official sister city agreements. Listed in the order each agreement was first established, they are: Bangkok, Thailand (1962, renewed 2002); Dakar, Senegal (1980, renewed 2006); Beijing[image: External link], China (1984, renewed 2004); Brussels[image: External link], Belgium (1985, renewed 2002); Athens[image: External link], Greece (2000); Paris, France (2000 as a friendship and cooperation agreement, renewed 2005);[194] Pretoria, South Africa (2002, renewed 2008); Seoul, South Korea (2006); Accra[image: External link], Ghana (2006); Sunderland, United Kingdom (2006); Rome, Italy (2011); Ankara, Turkey (2011); Brasília, Brazil (2013); and Addis Ababa, Ethiopia (2013).[195] Each of the listed cities is a national capital except for Sunderland, which includes the town of Washington, the ancestral home of George Washington's family.[196] Paris and Rome are each formally recognized as a "partner city" due to their special one sister city policy.[197]
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See also: List of colleges and universities in Washington, D.C. and List of parochial and private schools in Washington, D.C.


District of Columbia Public Schools (DCPS) operates the city's 123 public schools.[198] The number of students in DCPS steadily decreased for 39 years until 2009. In the 2010–11 school year, 46,191 students were enrolled in the public school system.[199] DCPS has one of the highest-cost yet lowest-performing school systems in the country, both in terms of infrastructure and student achievement.[200] Mayor Adrian Fenty's administration made sweeping changes to the system by closing schools, replacing teachers, firing principals, and using private education firms to aid curriculum development.[201]

The District of Columbia Public Charter School Board monitors the 52 public charter schools in the city.[202] Due to the perceived problems with the traditional public school system, enrollment in public charter schools has steadily increased.[203] As of fall 2010, D.C. charter schools had a total enrollment of about 32,000, a 9% increase from the prior year.[199] The District is also home to 92 private schools, which enrolled approximately 18,000 students in 2008.[204] The District of Columbia Public Library operates 25 neighborhood locations including the landmark Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library.[205]

Private universities include American University (AU), the Catholic University of America (CUA), Gallaudet University, George Washington University (GW), Georgetown University (GU), Howard University, the Johns Hopkins University School of Advanced International Studies (SAIS), and Trinity Washington University. The Corcoran College of Art and Design provides specialized arts instruction and other higher-education institutions offer continuing, distance and adult education. The University of the District of Columbia (UDC) is a public university providing undergraduate and graduate education. D.C. residents may also be eligible for a grant of up to $10,000 per year to offset the cost of tuition at any public university in the country.[206]

The District is known for its medical research institutions such as Washington Hospital Center and the Children's National Medical Center, as well as the National Institutes of Health in Bethesda, Maryland. In addition, the city is home to three medical schools and associated teaching hospitals at George Washington, Georgetown, and Howard universities.[207]
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Main article: Transportation in Washington, D.C.


There are 1,500 miles (2,400 km) of streets, parkways, and avenues in the District.[208] Due to the freeway revolts of the 1960s, much of the proposed interstate highway system through the middle of Washington was never built. Interstate 95 (I-95), the nation's major east coast highway, therefore bends around the District to form the eastern portion of the Capital Beltway. A portion of the proposed highway funding was directed to the region's public transportation infrastructure instead.[209] The interstate highways that continue into Washington, including I-66[image: External link] and I-395, both terminate shortly after entering the city.[210]

The Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA) operates the Washington Metro[image: External link], the city's rapid transit system, as well as Metrobus[image: External link]. Both systems serve the District and its suburbs. Metro opened on March 27, 1976 and, as of July 2014, consists of 91 stations[image: External link] and 117 miles (188 km) of track.[211] With an average of about one million trips each weekday, Metro is the second-busiest rapid transit system in the country. Metrobus serves over 400,000 riders each weekday and is the nation's fifth-largest bus system.[212] The city also operates its own DC Circulator[image: External link] bus system, which connects commercial areas within central Washington.[213]

Union Station[image: External link] is the city's main train station and services approximately 70,000 people each day. It is Amtrak's second-busiest station with 4.6 million passengers annually and is the southern terminus for the Northeast Corridor[image: External link] and Acela Express routes. Maryland's MARC and Virginia's VRE[image: External link] commuter trains and the Metrorail Red Line[image: External link] also provide service into Union Station.[214] Following renovations in 2011, Union Station became Washington's primary intercity bus transit center.[215]

Three major airports serve the District. Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport is across the Potomac River from downtown Washington in Arlington, Virginia and primarily handles domestic flights. Major international flights arrive and depart from Washington Dulles International Airport[image: External link], 26.3 miles (42.3 km) west of the District in Fairfax[image: External link] and Loudoun counties in Virginia. Baltimore-Washington International Thurgood Marshall Airport[image: External link] is 31.7 miles (51.0 km) northeast of the District in Anne Arundel County, Maryland.

According to a 2010 study, Washington-area commuters spent 70 hours a year in traffic delays, which tied with Chicago for having the nation's worst road congestion.[216] However, 37% of Washington-area commuters take public transportation to work, the second-highest rate in the country.[217] An additional 12% of D.C. commuters walked to work, 6% carpooled, and 3% traveled by bicycle in 2010.[218] A 2011 study by Walk Score found that Washington was the seventh-most walkable city in the country with 80% of residents living in neighborhoods that are not car dependent.[219]

An expected 32% increase in transit usage within the District by 2030 has spurred construction of a new DC Streetcar system to interconnect the city's neighborhoods.[220] Construction has also started on an additional Metro line[image: External link] that will connect Washington to Dulles airport.[221] The District is part of the regional Capital Bikeshare program. Started in 2010, it is currently one of the largest bicycle sharing systems in the country with over 4,351 bicycles and more than 395 stations[222] all provided by PBSC Urban Solutions. The city is expanding a network of marked bicycle lanes which, by 2012,[needs update[image: External link]] existed on 56 miles (90 km) of streets.[223]
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The District of Columbia Water and Sewer Authority (i.e. WASA or D.C. Water) is an independent authority of the D.C. government that provides drinking water and wastewater collection in Washington. WASA purchases water from the historic Washington Aqueduct, which is operated by the Army Corps of Engineers. The water, sourced from the Potomac River, is treated and stored in the city's Dalecarlia, Georgetown, and McMillan reservoirs. The aqueduct provides drinking water for a total of 1.1 million people in the District and Virginia, including Arlington, Falls Church, and a portion of Fairfax County.[224] The authority also provides sewage treatment services for an additional 1.6 million people in four surrounding Maryland and Virginia counties.[225]

Pepco is the city's electric utility and services 793,000 customers in the District and suburban Maryland.[226] An 1889 law prohibits overhead wires within much of the historic City of Washington. As a result, all power lines and telecommunication cables are located underground in downtown Washington, and traffic signals are placed at the edge of the street.[227] A plan announced in 2013 would bury an additional 60 miles (97 km) of primary power lines throughout the District.[228]

Washington Gas is the city's natural gas utility and serves over one million customers in the District and its suburbs. Incorporated by Congress in 1848, the company installed the city's first gas lights in the Capitol,the White House, and along Pennsylvania Avenue.[229]
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 Notes






	
^ By 1790, the Southern states had largely repaid their overseas debts from the Revolutionary War. The Northern states had not, and wanted the federal government to take over their outstanding liabilities. Southern Congressmen agreed to the plan in return for establishing the new national capital at their preferred site on the Potomac River.[9]


	
^ The Residence Act allowed the President to select a location within Maryland as far east as the Anacostia River. However, Washington shifted the federal territory's borders to the southeast in order to include the city of Alexandria at the District's southern tip. In 1791, Congress amended the Residence Act to approve the new site, including territory ceded by Virginia.[10]


	
^ Mean monthly maxima and minima (i.e. the expected highest and lowest temperature readings at any point during the year or given month) calculated based on data at said location from 1981 to 2010.


	
^ Official records for Washington, D.C. were kept at 24th and M Streets NW from January 1871 to June 1945, and at Reagan National since July 1945.[72]


	
^ Until 1890, the Census Bureau counted the City of Washington, Georgetown, and unincorporated portions of Washington County as three separate areas. The data provided in this article from before 1890 are calculated as if the District of Columbia were a single municipality as it is today. Population data for each city prior to 1890 are available.[92]


	
^ These figures count adherents, meaning all full members, their children, and others who regularly attend services. In all of the District, 55% of the population is adherent to any particular religion.


	
^ Independents David Catania and Carol Schwartz, both former Republicans,[175] garnered 61,388 and 12,327 votes or 34.6% and 7.0%, respectively.
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Columbia District







	This page is for the fur district of the Hudson's Bay Company in the Pacific Northwest. For the United States capital district, see District of Columbia.



The Columbia District was a fur trading[image: External link] district in the Pacific Northwest[image: External link] region of British North America[image: External link] in the 19th century. Much of its territory overlapped with the disputed Oregon Country[image: External link]. It was explored by the North West Company[image: External link] between 1793 and 1811, and established as an operating fur district around 1810. The North West Company was absorbed into the Hudson's Bay Company[image: External link] in 1821, under which the Columbia District became known as the Columbia Department. The Oregon Treaty[image: External link] of 1846 marked the effective end of the Hudson's Bay Company's Columbia Department.
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 Early years




Beginning in 1807, David Thompson[image: External link], working for the North West Company[image: External link], explored much of what would become the Columbia District. In 1811 he located Athabasca Pass[image: External link], which became the key overland connection to the emerging fur district.[1]

The American Pacific Fur Company[image: External link] (PFC) founded Fort Astoria[image: External link] near the entrance of the Columbia River and began to counter the interior NWC trade posts. Funded largely by German-American[image: External link] merchant John Jacob Astor[image: External link], the company men had previously sailed around Cape Horn[image: External link] on board the Tonquin[image: External link]. During the War of 1812, the Pacific Northwest was a distant region of the conflict. Prior to the war, both companies operated in the region peaceably with each other. News of a coming British warship put the American company into a difficult position. In October 1813, management met at Fort Astoria[image: External link] and agreed to liquidate its assets to the NWC. The HMS Racoon[image: External link] arrived the following month and in honor of George III of the United Kingdom[image: External link], Fort Astoria was renamed to Fort George.[2]
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Main article: North West Company[image: External link]


In 1815 the North West Company's business west of the Rocky Mountains was officially divided into two districts, the older New Caledonia District[image: External link] in the northern interior, and the Columbia District to the south. Also in 1815 the New Caledonia district began receiving the bulk of its annual supplies by sea from the lower Columbia River rather than overland from Fort William[image: External link] and Montreal[image: External link]. By 1820 the North West Company operated six posts on the lower Columbia River and its tributaries, including Fort George[image: External link] (Astoria), Fort Nez Percés[image: External link], Fort Okanogan[image: External link], Spokane House[image: External link], Flathead Post[image: External link], and Kootanae House[image: External link].[1]

Under the North West Company the Columbia District was bounded, roughly, by the southern edge of the Thompson River[image: External link] on the north, and by the southern and eastern limits of the Columbia River basin. North and west of the Thompson was the New Caledonia[image: External link] fur district, in what is now north-central British Columbia[image: External link]. The Thompson River region was its own fur district, centered on a fur trading post that later became the city of Kamloops[image: External link]. The Thompson River District was the link between the Columbia and New Caledonia Districts.

In the Treaty of 1818[image: External link] between the U.S. and Britain, the two powers agreed that each had free and open access the Oregon Country[image: External link]. This "joint occupation" continued until the Oregon Treaty[image: External link] of 1846, yet American attempts to conduct commercial operations in the region failed in the face of competition by the Hudson's Bay Company. The only sphere in which the Americans temporarily dominated was the maritime fur trade[image: External link] along the coast. But the HBC successfully took over the coastal maritime trade during the 1830s by for example constructing trading forts.[3]

The North West Company found the Native Americans[image: External link] of the Columbia region generally unwilling to work as fur trappers and hunters. The company depended upon native labor east of the Rocky Mountains and found it difficult to operate without assistance in the west. For this reason the company began, in 1815, to bring groups of Iroquois[image: External link], skilled at hunting and trapping, from the Montreal region to the Pacific Northwest. This practice soon became standard policy and was continued for many years by both the North West Company and the Hudson's Bay Company and was essential for the extension of the fur trade into much of the Columbia basin. The Iroquois were intended not only to support company personnel but, it was hoped, teach local natives the skills of hunting and trapping, and convince them to take up the work. This effort was largely unsuccessful. The reason generally given for the unwillingness of the natives to take up trapping and hunting was that their way of life was highly focused on salmon and fishing, and that the abundance of salmon resulted in little incentive for taking up hunting and trapping. Instead of cooperation there were altercations between the Iroquois and local natives. In 1816 parties of the North West Company, including a number of Iroquois, explored the Cowlitz River[image: External link] valley and the Willamette Valley[image: External link], reaching as far south as the Umpqua River[image: External link]. Both exploring expeditions ended with violent clashes between the Iroquois and local natives.[4] In addition the North West Company began to hire Native Hawaiians, known as Kanakas[image: External link]. This practice was continued and greatly expanded by the Hudson's Bay Company.

The North West Company was unchallenged in the fur trade of the region from 1813 to 1821, when it was merged with the Hudson's Bay Company. During this period the company put into practice the system attempted by the Astorians' Pacific Fur Company. A supply ship arrived each spring at Fort George (Astoria). Fur brigades from the interior of the Columbia and New Caledonia districts would converge on Fort George each spring. Furs were loaded on the ship and supplies carried back to the interior. The ship would then carry the furs to Canton[image: External link], China, where furs would be exchanged for tea and other goods, which were then carried to Britain, completing a global circuit. Company letters, reports, and personnel were generally conveyed overland along a route between Fort George and Fort William[image: External link] on Lake Superior, making use of Athabasca Pass.[5] Later, under the Hudson's Bay Company, the York Factory Express[image: External link] used this route, reoriented to York Factory[image: External link] on Hudson Bay.

The Columbia District under the North West Company was only marginally profitable at best. There were numerous problems at many posts. The only consistently profitable areas were the Kootenay River[image: External link] and Snake River[image: External link] countries. New Caledonia produced many furs, but its remoteness made it costly to operate. Nevertheless, the North West Company succeeded in creating a functional network oriented to the Pacific via the Columbia River. Another important legacy was the construction of Fort Nez Perces[image: External link] on the Columbia River near its confluence with the Snake River. Fort Nez Perces would long remain a strategic site, located at the junction of a variety of trails leading to vastly different regions. The fort became an important center for the procurement of horses, a base for expeditions far to the southeast, and a focal point for fur brigades preparing to journey through the Columbia River Gorge[image: External link].[5] The shipping of furs to Canton, China, was a financial failure for both the North West Company and, later, the Hudson's Bay Company, in part due to the East India Company's[image: External link] monopoly on British trade in the Far East.[6]
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The North West Company was merged with the Hudson's Bay Company in 1821. Operations west of the Rocky Mountains were reorganized and the fur districts of New Caledonia and Columbia were merged in 1827 under the name Columbia Department.[6] The name New Caledonia continued to be used for the old northern district, and in time came to be used for areas such as the Fraser Canyon[image: External link] and the Lower Mainland[image: External link].

In 1824 the Hudson's Bay Company built Fort Vancouver[image: External link] on the lower Columbia River to serve as the headquarters of the entire Columbia Department, which was previously the role of Fort Astoria[image: External link] (renamed Fort George).

The Hudson's Bay Company York Factory Express[image: External link], overland route to Fort Vancouver, evolved from an earlier express brigade used by the North West Company[image: External link] between Fort Astoria[image: External link] (renamed Fort George) to Fort William[image: External link] on Lake Superior[image: External link]. By 1825 there were usually two brigades, each setting out in spring from opposite ends of the route, Fort Vancouver[image: External link], and York Factory[image: External link] on Hudson Bay[image: External link], and passing each other in the middle of the continent. Each brigade consisted of about forty to seventy five men and two to five specially made boats and traveled at breakneck speed (for the time). Indians along the way were often paid in trade goods to help them portage around falls and unnavigable rapids. An 1839 report cites the travel time as three months and ten days—almost 26 miles (40 km) per day on average.[7] This established a 'quick' (about 100 days for 2600 miles (4200 km)) way to resupply their forts and fur trading centers as well as transmitting messages between Fort Vancouver and York Factory on Hudson Bay.

The supplies were brought into Fort Vancouver and York Factory by ship every year (they tried to maintain one years extra supplies to avoid disastrous ship wrecks etc.). The furs they had traded were shipped back on the supply ships with the furs from Fort Vancouver often being shipped to China[image: External link] where they were traded for Chinese goods before returning to England[image: External link]. The furs from York factory being sold in London[image: External link] in an annual fur sale. The brigades carried supplies in and furs out by boat, horseback and as back packs for the forts and trading posts along the route. They also carried status reports for supplies needed, furs traded etc. from Dr. John McLoughlin[image: External link], Chief Factor[image: External link] of the Columbia District HBC operations, and the other fort managers along the route. This continued until 1846.

Between the acquisition of the North West Company in 1821 and the Oregon Treaty[image: External link] of 1846, the HBC greatly expanded the operations of the Columbia Department. The fur trade was extended to essentially every major river from the Yukon River[image: External link] in the north to the mouth of the Colorado River in the south, and east to the headwaters of the Missouri River tributaries. American fur trade competition was effectively blocked through various strategies, including selectively overhunting frontier regions to create "fur deserts", and the construction of forts on the Pacific Northwest coast to intercept furs before American ships could acquire them.

The HBC also diversified their economic activity and began exporting agricultural foodstuffs, salmon, lumber, and other products. Russian Alaska[image: External link], Hawaii[image: External link], and Mexican California[image: External link] were developed as markets for these exports. The HBC opened agencies in Sitka[image: External link], Honolulu[image: External link], and Yerba Buena[image: External link] (San Francisco[image: External link]) to facilitate the trade.[8]

Fort Vancouver was the nexus for the fur trade on the Pacific Coast; its influence reached from the Rocky Mountains to the Hawaiian Islands, and from Alaska into Mexican-controlled California. At its pinnacle, Fort Vancouver watched over 34 outposts, 24 ports, six ships, and 600 employees.[citation needed[image: External link]] The employment of Kanakas was gradually expanded until at least 207 in the Columbia Department by 1845, with 119 located at Fort Vancouver.[9] Also, for many settlers the fort became the last stop on the Oregon Trail[image: External link] as they could get supplies before starting their homestead.

By 1843 the Hudson's Bay Company operated numerous posts in the Columbia Department, including Fort Vancouver, Fort George[image: External link] (Astoria), Fort Nisqually[image: External link], Fort Umpqua[image: External link], Fort Langley[image: External link], Fort Colville[image: External link], Fort Okanogan[image: External link], Fort Kamloops[image: External link], Fort Alexandria[image: External link], Flathead Post[image: External link], Kootanae House[image: External link], Fort Boise[image: External link], Fort Hall[image: External link], Fort Simpson[image: External link], Fort Taku[image: External link], Fort McLoughlin[image: External link] (in Milbanke Sound[image: External link]), Fort Stikine[image: External link], as well as a number of others.[10]

Increasing numbers of American settlers arriving on the Oregon Trail[image: External link] gave rise to the Oregon boundary dispute[image: External link]. With the signing of the Oregon Treaty[image: External link] in 1846 the U.S.-British boundary was fixed on the 49th parallel[image: External link]. This effectively destroyed the geographical logic of the HBC's Columbia Department, since the lower Columbia River was the core and lifeline of the system. The U.S. soon organized its portion as the Oregon Territory[image: External link]. The administrative headquarters of fur operations, and of the Columbia Department, then shifted to Fort Victoria[image: External link], which had been founded by James Douglas[image: External link] in 1843 as a fall back position in preparation for the "worst case" scenario settlement of the dispute, in the face of manifest destiny[image: External link].

By 1846, the Columbia District proper had been more than halved and the name had fallen into relative disuse, until revived when the new Mainland Colony needed a name. The uncharted territory of the remainder of the Columbia District, including the remainder of the British coast north of Puget Sound[image: External link], as far north as at least Queen Charlotte Strait[image: External link] (Fort Simpson[image: External link] and Fort McLoughlin[image: External link] were administered from Fort St. James[image: External link], the capital of New Caledonia[image: External link]). After 1846 New Caledonia informally referred to the Fraser Canyon Gold Rush[image: External link] region in 1848 and farther north the Cariboo Gold Rush[image: External link] area during the 1860s. As also had included Fort Langley[image: External link] since as early as 1827.

With the creation of the Crown Colony[image: External link] on the British mainland north of the then-Washington Territory[image: External link] in 1858, Queen Victoria[image: External link] chose to use Columbia District as the basis for the name Colony of British Columbia[image: External link], i.e. the remaining British portion of the former Columbia District.

In their British Columbia Chronicle, historians Helen B. Akrigg and G.P.V. Akrigg coined the term "Southern Columbia" for the "lost" area south of the 49th Parallel, but this has never come into common use, even by other historians.
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 Historical figures of the Columbia District





	David Thompson[image: External link]

	John McLoughlin[image: External link]

	Sir James Douglas[image: External link]

	Samuel Black[image: External link]

	Peter Skene Ogden[image: External link]

	Comcomly[image: External link]

	
Chief Nicola[image: External link] (Hwistesmetxe'qen)

	
Chief Seattle[image: External link] (Sealth)

	Chief Lolo[image: External link]

	James Sinclair[image: External link]

	Sir George Simpson[image: External link]

	Alexander Ross[image: External link]
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	Former colonies and territories in Canada[image: External link]

	
Territorial evolution of Canada[image: External link] after 1867

	Oregon Country[image: External link]

	Columbia Country[image: External link]

	Oregon boundary dispute[image: External link]

	Colony of Vancouver Island[image: External link]

	History of British Columbia[image: External link]

	History of Oregon[image: External link]

	Rupert's Land[image: External link]

	Pig War[image: External link]
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Federal District






See also: Capital districts and territories and Federal territory[image: External link]


A federal district is a type of administrative division[image: External link] of a federation[image: External link], usually under the direct control of a federal government and organized with a single municipal body, much like city-states[image: External link]. Federal districts often include capital districts, and they exist in states and countries worldwide.
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 United States




The seat[image: External link] of the U.S. federal government in Washington is located in a federal district called District of Columbia. Other federally administered areas that are within a state, but not under its jurisdiction are called federal enclaves. In main addition, the U.S. government has several other kinds of "federal districts" which are not specifically related to a capital city:


	The federal court system[image: External link] divides each state principal, the District of Columbia, and Puerto Rico, into one or more federal judicial districts[image: External link]. A United States district court and a bankruptcy court[image: External link] are located in each. There are also regional federal judicial circuits[image: External link], each consisting of a group of states (except for the District of Columbia Circuit[image: External link], which consists only of the federal district, and the Federal Circuit[image: External link], whose jurisdiction is based on specific subject matter instead of geography); Puerto Rico and the United States territorial courts[image: External link] are also assigned to circuits. Each circuit has a United States court of appeals[image: External link].
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 Brazil





	Its Federal District is notably composed by more than a single city since 1964. It is divided into 31 administrative regions[image: External link]. In municipality[image: External link]-only matters, the Federal District is treated, governs and still acts as a single municipality itself, city-state[image: External link]-like.
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 Latin America




The term Distrito Federal, meaning "Federal District" in both the Portuguese[image: External link] and Spanish languages[image: External link], is used to refer to:


	
Federal Capital (Argentina), formally Autonomous City of Buenos Aires, since 1994.

	
Federal District (Mexico)[image: External link], an alternative official term for Mexico City[image: External link] until January 2016.

	Capital District (Venezuela)

	
Distrito Central[image: External link], Tegucigalpa[image: External link], capital of Honduras
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 Asia




In Malaysia[image: External link], the term Federal Territory[image: External link] (Malay: Wilayah Persekutuan) is used for the three territories governed directly by the federal government, namely Kuala Lumpur[image: External link] (national capital), Putrajaya[image: External link] (federal government administrative centre) and Labuan[image: External link] (international offshore financial centre[image: External link]).

In India, the term Union Territory[image: External link] is used for the seven territories governed directly by the federal national government[image: External link] with its own Chief minister[image: External link] and Governor[image: External link]. They include — Andaman and Nicobar Islands[image: External link], Chandigarh[image: External link], Dadra and Nagar Haveli[image: External link], Daman and Diu[image: External link], Delhi, Lakshadweep[image: External link] and Puducherry[image: External link]. Of these Delhi and Puducherry possess partial state hoods with their own elected chief ministers.

In Pakistan, the term Federal Territory[image: External link] is used for the five zones and 12 union councils of Islamabad[image: External link] governed directly by the state government as Islamabad Capital Territory.
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 Australia




The Australian Capital Territory is enclaved within the state of New South Wales[image: External link]. Its only city is Canberra[image: External link], the capital of Australia.
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 Russia




There are nine federal districts of Russia[image: External link], which function as an additional administrative layer between other subdivisions and the Russian Federation[image: External link] as a whole state. There are also three cities of federal significance[image: External link], established by the Constitution — Moscow[image: External link], Saint Petersburg[image: External link] and Sevastopol[image: External link] (although Sevastopol is contested territory, and the international community regards it and the Autonomous Republic of Crimea[image: External link] as part of Ukraine[image: External link]). Each city is treated as separate subject of federation, and has its own legislative body.
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	Federal territory[image: External link]

	Federated state[image: External link]
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United States Capitol






For the legislature, see United States Congress.

The United States Capitol, often called the Capitol Building, is the home of the United States Congress, and the seat of the legislative branch[image: External link] of the U.S. federal government. It sits atop Capitol Hill at the eastern end of the National Mall in Washington, D.C. Though not at the geographic center of the Federal District, the Capitol forms the origin point for the District's street-numbering system and the District's four quadrants.

The original building was completed in 1800 and was subsequently expanded, particularly with the addition of the massive dome[image: External link], and expanded chambers for the bicameral[image: External link] legislature, the House of Representatives in the south wing and the Senate in the north wing. Like the principal buildings of the executive and judicial branches, the Capitol is built in a distinctive neoclassical style[image: External link] and has a white exterior. Both its east and west elevations are formally referred to as fronts, though only the east front was intended for the reception of visitors and dignitaries.
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 History
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 Background




See also: History of Washington, D.C. and List of National Historic Landmarks in Washington, D.C.[image: External link]


Prior to establishing the nation's capital in Washington, D.C., the United States Congress and its predecessors had met in Philadelphia (Independence Hall[image: External link] and Congress Hall[image: External link]), New York City (Federal Hall[image: External link]), and a number of other locations (York, Pennsylvania; Lancaster, Pennsylvania; Maryland State House[image: External link] in Annapolis, Maryland; and Nassau Hall[image: External link] in Princeton, New Jersey).[2] In September 1774, the First Continental Congress brought together delegates from the colonies in Philadelphia, followed by the Second Continental Congress, which met from May 1775 to March 1781.

After adopting the Articles of Confederation[image: External link] in York, Pennsylvania, the Congress of the Confederation was formed and convened in Philadelphia from March 1781 until June 1783, when a mob of angry soldiers converged upon Independence Hall[image: External link], demanding payment for their service during the American Revolutionary War. Congress requested that John Dickinson[image: External link], the Governor of Pennsylvania[image: External link], call up the militia[image: External link] to defend Congress from attacks by the protesters. In what became known as the Pennsylvania Mutiny of 1783, Dickinson sympathized with the protesters and refused to remove them from Philadelphia. As a result, Congress was forced to flee to Princeton, New Jersey, on June 21, 1783,[3] and met in Annapolis, Maryland, and Trenton, New Jersey, before ending up in New York City.

The United States Congress was established upon ratification[image: External link] of the United States Constitution and formally began on March 4, 1789. New York City remained home to Congress until July 1790,[4] when the Residence Act was passed to pave the way for a permanent capital. The decision to locate the capital was contentious, but Alexander Hamilton helped broker a compromise in which the federal government would take on war debt incurred during the American Revolutionary War, in exchange for support from northern states for locating the capital along the Potomac River. As part of the legislation, Philadelphia was chosen as a temporary capital for ten years (until December 1800), until the nation's capital in Washington, D.C., would be ready.[5]

Pierre (Peter) Charles L'Enfant was given the task of creating the city plan for the new capital city.[6] L'Enfant chose Jenkin's Hill as the site for the "Congress House", with a "grand avenue" (now Pennsylvania Avenue, NW) connecting it with the President's House, and a public space containing a broader "grand avenue" (now the National Mall) stretching westward to the Potomac River (see: L'Enfant Plan).[7][8]
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 Name




In reviewing L'Enfant's plan, Thomas Jefferson insisted the legislative building be called the "Capitol" rather than "Congress House".[7] The word "Capitol" comes from Latin[image: External link] and is associated with the Temple of Jupiter Optimus Maximus[image: External link] on Capitoline Hill[image: External link], one of the seven hills of Rome[image: External link].[9][10] The connection between the two is not, however, crystal clear.[11] In addition to coming up with a city plan, L'Enfant had been tasked with designing the Capitol and President's House; however, he was dismissed in February 1792 over disagreements with President George Washington and the commissioners, and there were no plans at that point for the Capitol.[12]
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 Design competition




In spring 1792, United States Secretary of State Thomas Jefferson proposed a design competition to solicit designs for the Capitol and the "President's House", and set a four-month deadline. The prize for the competition was $500 and a lot in the Federal City. At least ten individuals submitted designs for the Capitol; however the drawings were regarded as crude and amateurish, reflecting the level of architectural skill present in the United States at the time.[13] The most promising of the submissions was by Stephen Hallet[image: External link], a trained French architect.[14] However, Hallet's designs were overly fancy, with too much French influence, and were deemed too costly.[15]

A late entry by amateur architect William Thornton[image: External link] was submitted on January 31, 1793, to much praise for its "Grandeur, Simplicity, and Beauty" by Washington, along with praise from Thomas Jefferson. Thornton was inspired by the east front of the Louvre[image: External link], as well as the Paris Pantheon[image: External link] for the center portion of the design.[16][17] Thornton's design was officially approved in a letter dated April 5, 1793, from Washington, and Thornton served as the first Architect of the Capitol[image: External link] (and later first Superintendent of the United States Patent Office[image: External link]).[18] In an effort to console Hallet, the commissioners appointed him to review Thornton's plans, develop cost estimates, and serve as superintendent of construction. Hallet proceeded to pick apart and make drastic changes to Thornton's design, which he saw as costly to build and problematic.[19] In July 1793, Jefferson convened a five-member commission, bringing Hallet and Thornton together, along with James Hoban[image: External link] (winning architect of the "President's Palace") to address problems with and revise Thornton's plan. Hallet suggested changes to the floor plan, which could be fitted within the exterior design by Thornton.[20][21] The revised plan was accepted, except that Secretary Jefferson and President Washington insisted on an open recess in the center of the East front, which was part of Thornton's original plan.[22]

The original design by Thornton was later modified by the famous British-American architects Benjamin Henry Latrobe, Sr.[image: External link], and then Charles Bulfinch[image: External link].[23] The current cast-iron dome[image: External link] and the House's new southern extension and Senate new northern wing were designed by Thomas U. Walter[image: External link] and August Schoenborn[image: External link], a German[image: External link] immigrant, in the 1850s,[24] and were completed under the supervision of Edward Clark[image: External link].[25]
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 Construction




L'Enfant secured the lease of quarries[image: External link] at Wigginton Island[image: External link] and along Aquia Creek[image: External link] in Virginia[image: External link] for use in the foundations[image: External link] and outer walls of the Capitol in November 1791.[26] Surveying was under way soon after the Jefferson conference plan for the Capitol was accepted.[20] On September 18, 1793, President George Washington, along with eight other Freemasons dressed in masonic[image: External link] regalia, laid the cornerstone[image: External link], which was made by silversmith[image: External link] Caleb Bentley[image: External link].[27][28]

Construction proceeded with Hallet working under supervision of James Hoban[image: External link], who was also busy working on construction of the "President's House" (also later known as the "Executive Mansion"). Despite the wishes of Jefferson and the President, Hallet went ahead anyway and modified Thornton's design for the East Front and created a square central court that projected from the center, with flanking wings which would house the legislative bodies. Hallet was dismissed by Secretary Jefferson on November 15, 1794.[29] George Hadfield[image: External link] was hired on October 15, 1795, as Superintendent of Construction, but resigned three years later in May 1798, because of his dissatisfaction with Thornton's plan and quality of work done thus far.[30]

The Senate (north) wing was completed in 1800. The Senate and House shared quarters in the north wing until a temporary wooden pavilion was erected on the future site of the House wing which served for a few years for the Representatives to meet in, until the House of Representatives (south) wing was finally completed in 1811, with a covered wooden temporary walkway connecting the two wings with the Congressional chambers where the future center section with rotunda and dome would someday rise. However, the House of Representatives moved early into their House wing in 1807. Though the Senate wing building was incomplete, the Capitol held its first session[image: External link] of the United States Congress with both chambers in session on November 17, 1800. The National Legislature was moved to Washington prematurely, at the urging of President John Adams, in hopes of securing enough Southern votes in the Electoral College[image: External link] to be re-elected for a second term as President.[31]
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 Early religious use




For several decades, beginning when the federal government moved to Washington in the fall of 1800, the Capitol building was used for Sunday religious services as well as for governmental functions. The first services were conducted in the "hall" of the House in the north wing of the building. In 1801 the House moved to temporary quarters in the south wing, called the "Oven," which it vacated in 1804, returning to the north wing for three years. Then, from 1807 to 1857, they were held in the then-House Chamber (now called Statuary Hall[image: External link]). When held in the House chamber, the Speaker's podium was used as the preacher's pulpit. According to the U.S. Library of Congress[image: External link] exhibit Religion and the Founding of the American Republic:


It is no exaggeration to say that on Sundays in Washington during the administrations of Thomas Jefferson (1801-1809) and of James Madison (1809-1817) the state became the church. Within a year of his inauguration, Jefferson began attending church services in the chamber of the House of Representatives. Madison followed Jefferson's example, although unlike Jefferson, who rode on horseback to church in the Capitol, Madison came in a coach and four. Worship services in the House—a practice that continued until after the Civil War—were acceptable to Jefferson because they were nondiscriminatory and voluntary. Preachers of every Protestant denomination appeared. (Catholic priests began officiating in 1826.) As early as January 1806 a female evangelist, Dorothy Ripley[image: External link], delivered a camp meeting-style exhortation in the House to Jefferson, Vice President Aaron Burr[image: External link], and a "crowded audience."[32]
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 War of 1812




See also: Burning of Washington


Not long after the completion of both wings, the Capitol was partially burned by the British[image: External link] on August 24, 1814, during the War of 1812. George Bomford[image: External link] and Joseph Gardner Swift[image: External link], both military engineers, were called upon to help rebuild the Capitol. Reconstruction began in 1815 and included redesigned chambers for both Senate and House wings (now sides), which were completed by 1819. During the reconstruction, Congress met in the Old Brick Capitol[image: External link], a temporary structure financed by local investors. Construction continued through to 1826, with the addition of the center section with front steps and columned portico and an interior Rotunda[image: External link], rising above the first low dome of the Capitol. Latrobe is principally connected with the original construction and many innovative interior features; his successor, Bulfinch, also played a major role, such as the design of the first low dome covered in copper.
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 The House and Senate Wings




By 1850, it became clear that the Capitol could not accommodate the growing number of legislators arriving from newly admitted states. A new design competition was held, and President Millard Fillmore[image: External link] appointed Philadelphia architect Thomas U. Walter[image: External link] to carry out the expansion. Two new wings were added – a new chamber for the House of Representatives on the south side, and a new chamber for the Senate on the north.[33]

When the Capitol was expanded in the 1850s, some of the construction labor was carried out by slaves[image: External link] "who cut the logs, laid the stones and baked the bricks".[34] The original plan was to use workers brought in from Europe; however, there was a poor response to recruitment efforts, and African Americans, some free and some enslaved, composed the majority of the work force.[35]
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 Capitol dome




Main article: United States Capitol dome[image: External link]


The 1850 expansion more than doubled the length of the Capitol, dwarfing the original, timber-framed, copper-sheeted, low dome of 1818, designed by Charles Bulfinch[image: External link] and no longer in proportion with the increased size of the building. In 1855, the decision was made to tear it down and replace it with the "wedding-cake style[image: External link]" cast-iron dome that stands today. Also designed by Thomas U. Walter[image: External link], the new dome would stand three times the height of the original dome and 100 feet (30 m) in diameter, yet had to be supported on the existing masonry piers. Like Mansart[image: External link]'s dome at "Les Invalides[image: External link]" (which he had visited in 1838), Walter's dome is double, with a large oculus[image: External link] in the inner dome, through which is seen "The Apotheosis of Washington[image: External link]" painted on a shell suspended from the supporting ribs, which also support the visible exterior structure and the tholos[image: External link] that supports The "Statue of Freedom[image: External link]", a colossal statue that was raised to the top of the dome in 1863. This statue was cast by a slave named Philip Reid[image: External link]. The weight of the cast iron[image: External link] for the dome has been published as 8,909,200 pounds (4,041,100 kg).[36]
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 Later expansion




When the Capitol's new dome was finally completed, its massive visual weight, in turn, overpowered the proportions of the columns of the East Portico[image: External link], built in 1828. The East Front of the Capitol building was rebuilt in 1904, following a design of the architects Carrère and Hastings[image: External link], who also designed the Russell Senate[image: External link] and Cannon House[image: External link] office buildings.

The next major expansion to the Capitol started in 1958, with a 33.5 feet (10.2 m) extension of the East Portico.[citation needed[image: External link]] During this project, in 1960 the dome underwent a restoration.[37] A marble duplicate of the sandstone[image: External link] East Front was built 33.5 feet (10.2 m) from the old Front. (In 1962, a connecting extension incorporated what had been an outside wall as an inside wall.) In the process, the Corinthian[image: External link] columns[image: External link] were removed. It was not until 1984 that landscape designer Russell Page[image: External link] created a suitable setting for them in a large meadow at the U.S. National Arboretum in northeast Washington as the National Capitol Columns[image: External link], where they are combined with a reflecting pool in an ensemble that reminds some visitors of the ruins of Persepolis[image: External link], in Persia[image: External link]. Besides the columns, hundreds of blocks of the original stone were removed and are stored behind a National Park Service maintenance yard in Rock Creek Park.[38]

On December 19, 1960, the Capitol was declared a National Historic Landmark[image: External link] by the National Park Service.[39] The building was ranked #6 in a 2007 survey conducted for the American Institute of Architects' "America's Favorite Architecture" list.[40] The Capitol draws heavily from other notable buildings, especially churches and landmarks in Europe, including the dome of St. Peter's Basilica[image: External link] in the Vatican[image: External link] and St. Paul's Cathedral[image: External link] in London.[41] On the roofs of the Senate and House Chambers are flagpoles that fly the U.S. flag when either is in session. On September 18, 1993, to commemorate the Capitol's bicentennial, the Masonic ritual cornerstone laying with George Washington was reenacted. U.S. Senator Strom Thurmond[image: External link] was one of the Freemason politicians who took part in the ceremony.

On June 20, 2000, ground was broken for the Capitol Visitor Center[image: External link], which opened on December 2, 2008.[42] From 2001 through 2008, the East Front of the Capitol (site of most presidential inaugurations until Ronald Reagan[image: External link] began a new tradition in 1981) was the site of construction for this massive underground complex, designed to facilitate a more orderly entrance for visitors to the Capitol. Prior to the center being built, visitors to the Capitol had to line up in the basement of the Cannon House Office Building or the Russell Senate Office Building. The new underground facility provides a grand entrance hall, a visitors theater, room for exhibits, and dining and restroom facilities, in addition to space for building necessities such as an underground service tunnel[image: External link].

A large-scale Capitol dome restoration project, the first extensive such work since 1959–1960, began in 2014, with completion scheduled before the 2017 presidential inauguration.[43] As of 2012, $20 million in work around the skirt of the dome had been completed, but other deterioration, including at least 1,300 cracks in the brittle iron that have led to rusting and seepage inside, needed to be addressed. Before the August 2012 recess, the Senate Appropriations Committee[image: External link] voted to spend $61 million to repair the exterior of the dome. The House wanted to spend less on government operations,[37] but in late 2013, it was announced that renovations would take place over two years, starting in spring 2014.[44] Extensive scaffolding was erected in 2014, enclosing and obscuring the dome.[43] All exterior scaffolding was removed by mid-September 2016.[45]
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 Interior




Main article: United States Capitol rotunda[image: External link]


See also: United States Capitol subway system[image: External link]


The Capitol building is marked by its central dome[image: External link] above a rotunda[image: External link] in the central section of the structure (which also includes, the older original smaller center flanked by the two original (designed 1793, occupied 1800) smaller two wings (inner north) and inner south) containing the two original smaller meeting chambers[image: External link] for the Senate and the House of Representatives (between 1800 and late 1850s) and then flanked by two further extended (newer) wings, one also for each chamber of the larger, more populous Congress: the new north wing is the Senate chamber and the new south wing is the House of Representatives chamber. Above these newer chambers are galleries where visitors can watch the Senate and House of Representatives. It is an example of the neoclassical architecture[image: External link] style.

Underground tunnels and internal subways[image: External link] connect the Capitol building with the Congressional office buildings[image: External link] in the Capitol Complex[image: External link]. All rooms in the Capitol are designated as either S (for Senate) or H (for House), depending on whether they are in the Senate or House wing of the Capitol.
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 Art




The Capitol has a long history in art of the United States[image: External link], beginning in 1856 with Italian[image: External link]/Greek American[image: External link] artist Constantino Brumidi[image: External link] and his murals[image: External link] in the hallways of the first floor of the Senate side of the Capitol. The murals, known as the Brumidi Corridors[image: External link],[46] reflect great moments and people in United States history. Among the original works are those depicting Benjamin Franklin[image: External link], John Fitch[image: External link], Robert Fulton[image: External link], and events such as the Cession of Louisiana[image: External link]. Also decorating the walls are animals, insects and natural flora[image: External link] indigenous to the United States. Brumidi's design left many spaces open so that future events in United States history could be added. Among those added are the Spirit of St. Louis[image: External link], the Moon landing[image: External link], and the Space Shuttle Challenger shuttle crew[image: External link].

Brumidi also worked within the Rotunda. He is responsible for the painting of "The Apotheosis of Washington[image: External link]" beneath the top of the dome, and also the famous "Frieze of American History[image: External link]".[47] "The Apotheosis of Washington" was completed in 11 months and painted by Brumidi while suspended nearly 180 feet (55 m) in the air. It is said to be the first attempt by the United States to deify a founding father. Washington is depicted surrounded by 13 maidens[image: External link] in an inner ring with many Greek[image: External link] and Roman gods and goddesses[image: External link] below him in a second ring. The frieze[image: External link] is located around the inside of the base of the dome and is a chronological, pictorial history of the United States from the landing of Christopher Columbus[image: External link] to the Wright Brothers[image: External link]'s flight in Kitty Hawk[image: External link], North Carolina. The frieze was started in 1878 and was not completed until 1953. The frieze was therefore painted by four different artists: Brumidi, Filippo Costaggini[image: External link], Charles Ayer Whipple, and Allyn Cox[image: External link]. The final scenes depicted in the fresco had not yet occurred when Brumidi began his "Frieze of the United States History".

Within the Rotunda there are eight large paintings about the development of the United States as a nation. On the east side are four paintings depicting major events in the discovery of America. On the west are four paintings depicting the founding of the United States. The east side paintings include The Baptism of Pocahontas[image: External link] by John Gadsby Chapman[image: External link], The Embarkation of the Pilgrims[image: External link] by Robert Walter Weir[image: External link], The Discovery of the Mississippi by William Henry Powell[image: External link], and The Landing of Columbus by John Vanderlyn[image: External link]. The paintings on the west side are by John Trumbull[image: External link]: Declaration of Independence[image: External link], Surrender of General Burgoyne[image: External link], Surrender of Lord Cornwallis[image: External link], and General George Washington Resigning His Commission. Trumbull was a contemporary of the United States' founding fathers and a participant in the American Revolutionary War; he painted a self-portrait into Surrender of Lord Cornwallis.

First Reading of the Emancipation Proclamation of President Lincoln[image: External link] hangs over the west staircase in the Senate wing.[48]

The Capitol also houses the National Statuary Hall Collection, comprising two statues donated by each of the fifty states to honor persons notable in their histories. One of the most notable statues in the National Statuary Hall[image: External link] is a bronze statue of King Kamehameha[image: External link] donated by the state of Hawaii upon its accession to the union in 1959. The statue's extraordinary weight of 15,000 pounds (6,804 kg) raised concerns that it might come crashing through the floor, so it was moved to Emancipation Hall of the new Capitol Visitor Center. The 100th, and last statue for the collection, that of Po'pay[image: External link] from the state of New Mexico, was added on September 22, 2005. It was the first statue moved into the Emancipation Hall.
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 Crypt




On the ground floor is an area known as the Crypt[image: External link]. It was intended to be the burial place of George Washington, with a ringed balustrade[image: External link] at the center of the Rotunda above looking down to his tomb. However, under the stipulations of his last will[image: External link], Washington was buried at Mount Vernon. The Crypt houses exhibits on the history of the Capitol. A compass star[image: External link] inlaid in the floor marks the point at which Washington, D.C. is divided into its four quadrants and is the basis for how addresses in Washington, D.C., are designated (NE, NW, SE, or SW). However, due to the retrocession of the Virginia portions of the District, the geographic center of the city lies near the White House.

Within the Crypt is Gutzon Borglum[image: External link]'s massive Abraham Lincoln Bust[image: External link]. The sculptor had a fascination with large-scale art and themes of heroic nationalism, and carved the piece from a six-ton block of marble[image: External link]. Borglum carved the bust in 1908, and it was donated to the Congress by Eugene Meyer, Jr.[image: External link], and accepted by the Joint Committee on the Library[image: External link], in the same year. The pedestal was specially designed by the sculptor and installed in 1911. The bust and pedestal were on display in the Rotunda for many years until 1979 when, after a rearrangement of all sculpture in the Rotunda, they were placed in the Crypt.[49] Borglum was a patriot; believing that the "monuments we have built are not our own," he looked to create art that was "American, drawn from American sources, memorializing American achievement", according to a 1908 interview article. Borglum's depiction of Lincoln was so accurate, that Robert Todd Lincoln[image: External link], the president's son, praised the bust as "the most extraordinarily good portrait of my father I have ever seen."[49] Supposedly, according to legend, the marble head remains unfinished (missing a left ear) to symbolize Lincoln's unfinished life.
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 Features




At one end of the room near the Old Supreme Court Chamber[image: External link] is a statue of John C. Calhoun[image: External link]. On the right leg of the statue, a mark from a bullet fired during the 1998 shooting incident[image: External link] is clearly visible. The bullet also left a mark on the cape, located on the back right side of the statue.

Eleven presidents have lain in state[image: External link] in the Rotunda for public viewing, most recently Gerald Ford[image: External link]. The tomb meant for Washington stored the catafalque[image: External link] which is used to support coffins[image: External link] lying in state or honor in the Capitol. The catafalque is now on display in the Capitol Visitors Center for the general public to see when not in use.

The Hall of Columns[image: External link] is located on the House side of the Capitol, home to twenty-eight fluted columns and statues from the National Statuary Hall Collection. In the basement of the Capitol building in a utility room are two marble bathtubs, which are all that remain of the once elaborate Senate baths. These baths were a spa[image: External link]-like facility designed for members of Congress and their guests before many buildings in the city had modern plumbing. The facilities included several bathtubs, a barbershop, and a massage parlor[image: External link].

A steep, metal staircase, totaling 365 steps, leads from the basement to an outdoor walkway on top of the Capitol's dome.[50] The number of steps represents each day of the year.[51] Also in the basement, the weekly Jummah[image: External link] prayer is held on Fridays by Muslim staffers.[52]
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 Height




For more details, see Heights of Buildings Act of 1910; The Height of Buildings Act of 1899; and List of tallest buildings in Washington, D.C.


Contrary to a popular myth, D.C. building height laws have never referred to the height of the Capitol building, which rises to 289 feet (88 m).[53] Indeed, the Capitol is only the fifth-tallest structure in Washington.
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 House Chamber




The House of Representatives Chamber has 448 permanent seats. Unlike Senators, Representatives do not have assigned seats.[54] The chamber is large enough to accommodate members of all three branches of the federal government and invited guests for joint sessions[image: External link] of Congress such as the State of the Union[image: External link] speech and other events. It is adorned with relief portraits[image: External link] of famous lawmakers and lawgivers throughout history. Of the twenty-three relief portraits only Moses is sculpted from a full front view and is located across from the dais where the Speaker of the House ceremonially sits.

In order clockwise around the chamber:


	George Mason[image: External link]

	Robert Joseph Pothier[image: External link]

	Jean Baptiste Colbert[image: External link]

	Edward I of England[image: External link]

	Alfonso X of Castile[image: External link]

	Pope Gregory IX[image: External link]

	Louis IX of France[image: External link]

	Justinian I[image: External link]

	Tribonian[image: External link]

	Lycurgus of Sparta[image: External link]

	Hammurabi[image: External link]

	Moses[image: External link]

	Solon[image: External link]

	Aemilius Papinianus[image: External link]

	Gaius[image: External link]

	Maimonides[image: External link]

	Suleiman the Magnificent[image: External link]

	Pope Innocent III[image: External link]

	Simon de Montfort, 6th Earl of Leicester[image: External link]

	Hugo Grotius[image: External link]

	William Blackstone[image: External link]

	
Napoleon[image: External link][55]


	Thomas Jefferson



There is also a quote etched in the marble of the chamber, as stated by venerable statesman Daniel Webster[image: External link]: "Let us develop the resources of our land, call forth its powers, build up its institutions, promote all its great interests, and see whether we also, in our day and generation, may not perform something worthy to be remembered."[56]
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 Old Supreme Court Chamber




Main article: Old Supreme Court Chamber[image: External link]


From 1800 to 1806, this room served as the Senate Chamber and from 1806 until 1860, the room was used as the Supreme Court Chamber. In 1860, the Supreme Court began using the newly vacated Old Senate Chamber. Since 1935, the Supreme Court has met in the United States Supreme Court Building.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Senate Chamber




Main article: United States Senate Chamber[image: External link]


The current Senate Chamber opened in 1859[57] and is adorned with white marble busts[image: External link] of the former Presidents of the Senate[image: External link] (Vice Presidents).[58]
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 Floor plans
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 Exterior
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 Grounds




See also: United States Capitol Complex[image: External link]


The Capitol Grounds[image: External link] cover approximately 274 acres (1.11 km²), with the grounds proper consisting mostly of lawns, walkways, streets, drives, and planting areas. Several monumental sculptures used to be located on the east facade and lawn of the Capitol including The Rescue[image: External link] and George Washington[image: External link]. The current grounds were designed by noted American landscape architect[image: External link] Frederick Law Olmsted[image: External link], who planned the expansion and landscaping performed from 1874 to 1892. In 1875, as one of his first recommendations, Olmsted proposed the construction of the marble[image: External link] terraces[image: External link] on the north, west, and south sides of the building that exist today.

Olmsted also designed the Summer House, the open-air brick building that sits just north of the Capitol. Three arches[image: External link] open into the hexagonal[image: External link] structure, which encloses a fountain and twenty-two brick chairs. A fourth wall holds a small window that looks onto an artificial grotto[image: External link]. Built between 1879 and 1881, the Summer House was intended to answer complaints that visitors to the Capitol had no place to sit and no place to obtain water for their horses and themselves. Modern drinking fountains[image: External link] have since replaced Olmsted's fountain for the latter purpose. Olmsted intended to build a second, matching Summer House on the southern side of the Capitol, but congressional objections led to the project's cancellation.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Flags




Up to four U.S. flags can be seen flying over the Capitol. Two flagpoles are located at the base of the dome on the East and West sides. These flagpoles have flown the flag day and night since World War I[image: External link]. The other two flagpoles are above the North (Senate) and South (House of Representatives) wings of the building, and fly only when the chamber below is in session. The flag above the House of Representatives is raised and lowered by House pages[image: External link]. The flag above the United States Senate is raised and lowered by Senate Doorkeepers. To raise the flag, Doorkeepers access the roof of the Capitol from the Senate Sergeant at Arms[image: External link]'s office. Several auxiliary flagpoles, to the west of the dome and not visible from the ground, are used to meet congressional requests for flags flown over the Capitol.[citation needed[image: External link]] Constituents[image: External link] pay for U.S. flags flown over the Capitol to commemorate a variety of events such as the death of a veteran[image: External link] family member.
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 Major events




See also: State funerals in the United States[image: External link] and United States presidential inauguration


The Capitol, as well as the grounds of Capitol Hill[image: External link], have played host to major events, including presidential inaugurations held every four years. During an inauguration, the front of the Capitol is outfitted with a platform and a grand staircase. Annual events at the Capitol include Independence Day[image: External link] celebrations, and the National Memorial Day Concert[image: External link].

The general public has paid respect to a number of individuals lying in state[image: External link] at the Capitol, including numerous former presidents, senators, and other officials. Other Americans lying in honor include Officers[image: External link] Jacob Chestnut[image: External link] and John Gibson[image: External link], the two officers killed in the 1998 shooting incident[image: External link]. Chestnut was the first African American ever to lie in honor in the Capitol. The public also paid respect to Rosa Parks[image: External link], an icon of the Civil Rights Movement, at the Capitol in 2005. She was the first woman and second African American to lie in honor in the Capitol. On September 24, 2015, Pope Francis[image: External link] gave a joint address to Congress, the first Pope to do so.[59]
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 Security




See also: United States Capitol shooting incident (1954)[image: External link], 1983 United States Senate bombing[image: External link], United States Capitol shooting incident (1998)[image: External link], 2004 U.S. Capitol Evacuation[image: External link], and United States Capitol shooting incident (2013)[image: External link]


On January 30, 1835, what is believed to be the first attempt to kill a sitting President of the United States occurred just outside the United States Capitol. When President Andrew Jackson[image: External link] was leaving the Capitol out of the East Portico after the funeral of South Carolina[image: External link] Representative Warren R. Davis[image: External link], Richard Lawrence[image: External link], an unemployed and deranged housepainter from England, either burst from a crowd or stepped out from hiding behind a column and aimed a pistol at Jackson which misfired. Lawrence then pulled out a second pistol which also misfired. It has since been postulated that the moisture from the humid weather of the day contributed to the double misfiring.[60] Lawrence was then restrained, with legend saying that Jackson attacked Lawrence with his cane, prompting his aides to restrain him. Others present, including Davy Crockett[image: External link], restrained and disarmed Lawrence.

On July 2, 1915, prior to the United States' entry into World War I[image: External link], Eric Muenter[image: External link] (aka Frank Holt), a German professor who wanted to stop American support of the Allies of World War I[image: External link], exploded a bomb in the reception room of the U.S. Senate. The next morning he tried to assassinate J. P. Morgan, Jr.[image: External link], son of the financier[image: External link], at his home on Long Island[image: External link], New York. In a letter to the Washington Evening Star[image: External link] published after the explosion, Muenter, writing under an assumed name, said he hoped that the detonation would "make enough noise to be heard above the voices that clamor for war." J.P. Morgan's company[image: External link] served as Great Britain's principal U.S. purchasing agent for munitions[image: External link] and other war supplies.

In 1954, Puerto Rican nationalists opened fire[image: External link] on members of Congress from the visitors' gallery, injuring five representatives. On March 1, 1971, a bomb exploded on the ground floor of the Capitol, placed by the radical left[image: External link] domestic terrorist[image: External link] group, the Weather Underground[image: External link]. They placed the bomb[image: External link] as a demonstration against U.S. involvement in Laos[image: External link]. On November 7, 1983, a group called the Armed Resistance Unit claimed responsibility for a bomb[image: External link] that detonated in the lobby outside the office of Senate Minority Leader[image: External link] Robert Byrd[image: External link].[61] Six people associated with the John Brown Anti-Klan Committee[image: External link] were later found in contempt of court[image: External link] for refusing to testify about the bombing.[62] In 1990, three members of the Armed Resistance Unit were convicted of the bombing, which they claimed was in response to the invasion of Grenada[image: External link].[63] On July 24, 1998, Russell Eugene Weston Jr. burst into the Capitol[image: External link] and opened fire, killing two Capitol Police[image: External link] officers. The Capitol is believed to have been the intended target of the hijacked United Airlines Flight 93[image: External link] on September 11, 2001, before it crashed near Shanksville[image: External link] in Somerset County, Pennsylvania[image: External link], after passengers tried to take over control of the plane from hijackers.[64][65]

Since the September 11 attacks[image: External link], the roads and grounds around the Capitol have undergone dramatic changes. The United States Capitol Police have also installed checkpoints to inspect vehicles at specific locations around Capitol Hill,[66][67] and have closed a section of one street indefinitely.[67] The level of screening employed varies. On the main east-west thoroughfares of Constitution and Independence Avenues[image: External link], barricades[image: External link] are implanted in the roads that can be raised in the event of an emergency. Trucks larger than pickups[image: External link] are interdicted by the Capitol Police and are instructed to use other routes. On the checkpoints at the shorter cross streets, the barriers are typically kept in a permanent "emergency" position, and only vehicles with special permits are allowed to pass. All Capitol visitors are screened by a magnetometer[image: External link], and all items that visitors may bring inside the building are screened by an x-ray device[image: External link]. In both chambers, gas masks are located underneath the chairs in each chamber for members to use in case of emergency.[citation needed[image: External link]] Structures ranging from scores of Jersey barriers[image: External link] to hundreds of ornamental bollards[image: External link] have been erected to obstruct the path of any vehicles that might stray from the designated roadways.[68]

In 2004 the capitol was briefly evacuated[image: External link] after a plane carrying the then governor of Kentucky strayed into restricted airspace over the district. A shooting incident occurred in March 2016. One female bystander was wounded by police but not seriously injured; a man pointing a gun was shot and arrested, in critical but stable condition.[69] The city police of Washington D.C. described the shooting incident as "isolated".[70]
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 Capitol Visitor Center




Main article: United States Capitol Visitor Center[image: External link]


The United States Capitol Visitor Center (CVC), located below the East Front of the Capitol and its plaza, between the Capitol building and 1st Street East, opened on December 2, 2008. The CVC provides a single security checkpoint for all visitors, including those with disabilities, and an expansion space[clarification needed[image: External link]] for the US Congress.[71][72] The complex contains 580,000 square feet (54,000 m2) of space below ground on three floors,[73] and offers visitors a food court, restrooms, and educational exhibits, including an 11-foot scale model of the Capitol dome.[74] It also features skylights[image: External link] affording views of the actual dome. Long in the planning stages, construction began in the fall of 2001, following the killing of two Capitol police officers in 1998. The estimated final cost of constructing the CVC was $[image: External link]621 million.[75]
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 See also





	
Apotheosis of Democracy[image: External link] by Paul Wayland Bartlett[image: External link], a pediment on the east front of the House of Representatives Portico.

	Congressional Prayer Room[image: External link]

	
United States fifty-dollar bill[image: External link], the Capitol is pictured on the back of the US $50 bill
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Washington Monument






For other monuments dedicated to George Washington, see List of monuments dedicated to George Washington[image: External link].

The Washington Monument is an obelisk[image: External link] on the National Mall in Washington, D.C., built to commemorate George Washington, once commander-in-chief of the Continental Army and the first President of the United States. Located almost due east of the Reflecting Pool and the Lincoln Memorial,[2] the monument, made of marble[image: External link], granite[image: External link], and bluestone gneiss[image: External link],[3] is both the world's tallest stone structure and the world's tallest obelisk, standing 554 feet 7 11⁄32 inches (169.046 m) tall according to the National Geodetic Survey[image: External link] (measured 2013–14) or 555 feet 5 1⁄8 inches (169.294 m) tall according to the National Park Service (measured 1884).[A] It is the tallest monumental column in the world if all are measured above their pedestrian entrances.[B]

Construction of the monument began in 1848, and was halted from 1854 to 1877 due to a lack of funds, a struggle for control over the Washington National Monument Society, and the intervention of the American Civil War. Although the stone structure was completed in 1884, internal ironwork, the knoll, and other finishing touches were not completed until 1888. A difference in shading of the marble, visible approximately 150 feet (46 m) or 27% up, shows where construction was halted and later resumed with marble from a different source. The original design was by Robert Mills[image: External link], but he did not include his proposed colonnade due to a lack of funds, proceeding only with a bare obelisk. Despite many proposals to embellish the obelisk, only its original flat top was altered to a pointed marble pyramidion[image: External link], in 1884. The cornerstone[image: External link] was laid on July 4, 1848; the first stone was laid atop the unfinished stump on August 7, 1880; the capstone was set on December 6, 1884; the completed monument was dedicated on February 21, 1885;[14] and officially opened October 9, 1888. Upon completion, it became the world's tallest structure[image: External link], a title previously held by the Cologne Cathedral[image: External link]. The monument held this designation until 1889, when the Eiffel Tower[image: External link] was completed in Paris, France.

The monument was damaged during the 2011 Virginia earthquake[image: External link] and Hurricane Irene[image: External link] in the same year and remained closed to the public while the structure was assessed and repaired.[15] After 32 months of repairs, the National Park Service and the Trust for the National Mall reopened the Washington Monument to visitors on May 12, 2014.[16][17][18][19][20]

As of September 2016, the monument has been closed indefinitely due to reliability issues with the current elevator system.[21]

On December 2, 2016, the National Park Service announced that the monument would be closed until 2019 in order to modernize the elevator. The $2 to 3 million project will correct the elevator's ongoing mechanical, electrical and computer issues, which have shuttered the monument since August 17. The National Park Service has also requested funding in its FY 2017 President's Budget Request to construct a permanent screening facility for the Washington Monument. The Washington Monument is expected to re-open to visitors in 2019.[22]
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 History
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 Rationale




George Washington (1732–99), hailed as the father of his country, and as the leader who was "first in war, first in peace and first in the hearts of his countrymen" (in eulogy by Maj. Gen. 'Light-Horse Harry' Lee[image: External link] at Washington's funeral, December 26, 1799), was the dominant military and political leader of the new United States of America from 1775 to 1799. Even his erstwhile enemy King George III[image: External link] called him "the greatest character of the age."[23]

At his death in 1799 he left a critical legacy; he exemplified the core ideals of the American Revolution and the new nation: republican virtue and devotion to civic duty. Washington was the unchallenged public icon of American military and civic patriotism. He was also identified with the Federalist Party, which lost control of the national government in 1800 to the Jeffersonian Republicans, who were reluctant to celebrate the hero of the opposition party.[24]
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 Proposals for a memorial




Starting with victory in the Revolution, there were many proposals to build a monument to Washington. After his death, Congress authorized a suitable memorial in the national capital, but the decision was reversed when the Democratic-Republican Party[image: External link] (Jeffersonian Republicans) took control of Congress in 1801.[25] The Republicans were dismayed that Washington had become the symbol of the Federalist Party; furthermore the values of Republicanism seemed hostile to the idea of building monuments to powerful men. They also blocked his image on coins or the celebration of his birthday. Further political squabbling, along with the North-South division on the Civil War, blocked the completion of the Washington Monument until the late 19th century. By that time, Washington had the image of a national hero who could be celebrated by both North and South, and memorials to him were no longer controversial.[26]

As early as 1783, the Continental Congress had resolved "That an equestrian statue of George Washington be erected at the place where the residence of Congress shall be established." The proposal called for engraving on the statue which explained it had been erected "in honor of George Washington, the illustrious Commander-in-Chief[image: External link] of the Armies of the United States of America during the war which vindicated and secured their liberty, sovereignty, and independence."[27] Currently, there are two equestrian statues of President Washington in Washington, D.C. One is located in Washington Circle[image: External link] at the intersection of the Foggy Bottom and West End neighborhoods at the north end of the George Washington University, and the other is in the gardens of the National Cathedral.

Ten days after Washington's death, a Congressional committee recommended a different type of monument. John Marshall[image: External link], a Representative[image: External link] from Virginia (who later became Chief Justice of the United States[image: External link]) proposed that a tomb be erected within the Capitol. However, a lack of funds, disagreement over what type of memorial would best honor the country's first president, and the Washington family's reluctance to move his body prevented progress on any project.[28]
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 Design




Progress toward a memorial finally began in 1832. That year, which marked the 100th anniversary of Washington's birth, a large group of concerned citizens formed the Washington National Monument Society. In 1836, after they had raised $28,000 in donations ($17,400,000 in 2015[29]), they announced a competition for the design of the memorial.[30]:chp 1

On September 23, 1835, the board of managers of the society described their expectations:[31]


It is proposed that the contemplated monument shall be like him in whose honor it is to be constructed, unparalleled in the world, and commensurate with the gratitude, liberality, and patriotism of the people by whom it is to be erected ... [It] should blend stupendousness with elegance, and be of such magnitude and beauty as to be an object of pride to the American people, and of admiration to all who see it. Its material is intended to be wholly American, and to be of marble and granite brought from each state, that each state may participate in the glory of contributing material as well as in funds to its construction.



The society held a competition for designs in 1836. In 1845 the winner was announced to be architect Robert Mills[image: External link].[6]:2-2 The citizens of Baltimore had chosen him to build a monument to Washington, and he had designed a tall Greek column[image: External link] surmounted by a statue of the President. Mills also knew the capital well, having just been chosen Architect of Public Buildings for Washington. His design called for a circular colonnaded building 250 feet (76 m) in diameter and 100 feet (30 m) high from which sprang a four sided obelisk 500 feet (150 m) high, for a total elevation of 600 feet (180 m). A massive cylindrical pillar 70 feet (21 m) in diameter supported the obelisk at the center of the building. The obelisk was to be 70 feet (21 m) square at the base and 40 feet (12 m) square at the top with a slightly peaked roof. Both the obelisk and pillar were hollow within which a railway spiraled up. The obelisk had no doorway — instead its interior was entered from the interior of the pillar upon which it was mounted. The pillar had an "arched way" at its base. The top of the portico of the building would feature Washington standing in a chariot holding the reins of six horses. Inside the colonnade would be statues of 30 prominent Revolutionary War heroes as well as statues of the signers of the Declaration of Independence.[32]:6–8[33]:13[34]:26–28[C]

Criticism of Mills' design and its estimated price tag of more than $1 million ($620,800,000 in 2015[29])[35] caused the society to hesitate. On April 11, 1848 the society decided, due to a lack of funds, to build only the obelisk. Mills' 1848 obelisk was to be 500 feet tall, 55 feet (17 m) square at the base and 35 feet (11 m) square at the top. It had two massive doorways, each 15 feet (4.6 m) high and 6 feet (1.8 m) wide, on the east and west sides of its base.[33]:15, 21 Surrounding each doorway were raised jambs, a heavy pediment, and entablature within which was carved an Egyptian-style winged sun[image: External link] and asps.[36][33]:23[34]:353+ This original design conformed to a massive temple which was to have surrounded the base of the obelisk, but because it was never built, the architect of the second phase of construction Thomas Lincoln Casey[image: External link] smoothed down the projecting jambs, pediment and entablature in 1885, walled up the west entrance with marble forming an alcove, and reduced the east entrance to 8 feet (2.4 m) high.[37][33]:90–91 The western alcove has contained a bronze statue of Washington[image: External link] since 1992–93. Also during 1992–93 a limestone surround[image: External link] was installed at the east elevator entrance decorated with a winged sun and asps to mimic Mills' 1848 design.
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 Construction




The Washington Monument was originally intended to be located at the point at which a line running directly south from the center of the White House crossed a line running directly west from the center of the Capitol. Pierre (Peter) Charles L'Enfant's 1791 "Plan of the city intended for the permanent seat of the government of the United States ..." designated this point as the location of the equestrian statue of George Washington that the Continental Congress had voted for in 1783.[38][D] The ground at the intended location proved to be too unstable to support a structure as heavy as the planned obelisk. At that originally intended site, which is 390 feet (119 m) WNW from the current monument, there now stands a small monolith called the Jefferson Pier.[42][43]
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 Excavation and initial construction




In early 1848, workers started to build the Washington Monument's foundation.[44] On July 4[image: External link], 1848, the Freemasons[image: External link], an organization to which Washington belonged, laid the cornerstone (symbolically, not physically).[34]:45, 136–143 According to Joseph R. Chandler[image: External link]:[34]:136, 140–141[45]


No more Washingtons shall come in our time ... But his virtues are stamped on the heart of mankind. He who is great in the battlefield looks upward to the generalship of Washington. He who grows wise in counsel feels that he is imitating Washington. He who can resign power against the wishes of a people, has in his eye the bright example of Washington.[45]



Two years later, on a torrid[image: External link] July 4, 1850, George Washington Parke Custis, the adopted son of George Washington and grandson of Martha Washington, dedicated a stone from the people of the District of Columbia to the Monument at a ceremony that President Zachary Taylor[image: External link] attended five days before he died from food poisoning[image: External link].[46]
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 Donations run out




Construction continued until 1854, when donations ran out and the monument had reached a height of 152 feet (46.3 m). At that time a memorial stone that was contributed by Pope Pius IX[image: External link], called the Pope's Stone, was destroyed by members of the anti-Catholic[image: External link], nativist[image: External link] American Party, better known as the " Know-Nothings[image: External link]", during the early morning hours of March 6, 1854 (a priest replaced it in 1982). This caused public contributions to the Washington National Monument Society to cease, so they appealed to Congress for money.[33]:25–26[47]:16, 215, 222–3

The request had just reached the floor of the House of Representatives when the Know-Nothing Party seized control of the Society on February 22, 1855. Congress immediately tabled its expected contribution of $200,000 to the Society, effectively halting the appropriation. During its tenure, the Know-Nothing Society added only two courses of masonry, or four feet, to the monument using rejected masonry it found on site, increasing the height of the shaft to 156 feet. The original Society refused to recognize the illegal takeover, so two Societies existed side by side until 1858. With the Know-Nothing Party disintegrating and its inability to secure contributions toward building the monument, it surrendered its possession of the monument to the original Society on October 20, 1858. To prevent future takeovers, Congress incorporated the Society on February 22, 1859.[30]:chp 3[34]:52–65
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 Post–Civil War




Interest in the monument grew after the Civil War. Engineers studied the foundation several times to determine if it was strong enough. In 1876, the Centennial[image: External link] of the Declaration of Independence, Congress agreed to appropriate another $200,000 to resume construction.[44]

Before work could begin again, arguments about the most appropriate design resumed. Many people thought a simple obelisk, one without the colonnade, would be too bare. Architect Mills was reputed to have said omitting the colonnade would make the monument look like "a stalk of asparagus[image: External link]"; another critic said it offered "little ... to be proud of."[28]

This attitude led people to submit alternative designs. Both the Washington National Monument Society and Congress held discussions about how the monument should be finished. The society considered five new designs, concluding that the one by William Wetmore Story[image: External link] seemed "vastly superior in artistic taste and beauty." Congress deliberated over those five as well as Mills' original. While it was deciding, it ordered work on the obelisk to continue. Finally, the members of the society agreed to abandon the colonnade and alter the obelisk so it conformed to classical Egyptian[image: External link] proportions.[31]
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 Resumption




Construction resumed in 1879 under the direction of Lieutenant Colonel Thomas Lincoln Casey[image: External link] of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. Casey redesigned the foundation, strengthening it so it could support a structure that ultimately weighed more than 40,000 tons. He then followed the society's orders and figured out what to do with the memorial stones that had accumulated. Though many people ridiculed them, Casey managed to install most of the stones in the interior walls — one stone was found at the bottom of the elevator shaft in 1951.[47] The bottom third of the monument is a slightly lighter shade than the rest of the construction because the marble was obtained from different quarries.[48]

The building of the monument proceeded quickly after Congress had provided sufficient funding. In four years, it was completed, with the 100-ounce (2.83 kg) aluminum apex/lightning-rod being put in place on December 6, 1884.[44] The apex was the largest single piece of aluminum[image: External link] cast at the time, when aluminum commanded a price comparable to silver.[10] Two years later, the Hall–Héroult process[image: External link] made aluminum easier to produce and the price of aluminum plummeted, making the once-valuable apex more ordinary, though it still provided a lustrous, non-rusting apex that served as the original lightning rod.[49] The monument opened to the public on October 9, 1888.[50]
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 Dedication




The Monument was dedicated on February 21, 1885.[14] Over 800 people were present on the monument grounds to hear speeches during a frigid day by Ohio Senator John Sherman[image: External link], the Rev. Henderson Suter, William Wilson Corcoran[image: External link] (of the Washington National Monument Society) read by Dr. James C. Welling because Corcoran was unable to attend, Freemason[image: External link] Myron M. Parker, Col. Thomas Lincoln Casey[image: External link] of the Army Corps of Engineers, and President Chester A. Arthur[image: External link].[44][34]:104[51] President Arthur proclaimed:


I do now .... in behalf of the people, receive this monument .... and declare it dedicated from this time forth to the immortal name and memory of George Washington.[51]



After the speeches Lieutenant-General Philip Sheridan[image: External link] led a procession, which included the dignitaries and the crowd, past the Executive Mansion, now the White House, then via Pennsylvania Avenue to the east main entrance of the Capitol, where President Arthur received passing troops. Then, in the House Chamber, the president, his Cabinet, diplomats and others listened to Representative John Davis Long[image: External link] read a speech written a few months earlier by Robert C. Winthrop[image: External link], formerly the Speaker of the House of Representatives when the cornerstone was laid 37 years earlier, but now too ill to personally deliver his speech.[34]:234–260 A final speech was given by John W. Daniel[image: External link] of Virginia. The festivities concluded that evening with fireworks, both aerial and ground displays.[34]:260–285[52][53]
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 Later history




At the time of its completion, it was the tallest building in the world, a title it retained until the Eiffel Tower[image: External link] was completed in 1889. Although several taller masonry[image: External link] structures were constructed during the first half of the 20th-century, all were demolished except for the Anaconda Smelter Stack[image: External link] in Montana at 585 feet 1 1⁄2 inches (178.346 m) (made of brick, not stone).<efn-ua | name=column2/> It is the tallest building in Washington, D.C.[54][55] The Heights of Buildings Act of 1910 restricts new building heights to no more than 20 feet (6.1 m) greater than the width of the adjacent street.[56] This monument is vastly taller than the obelisks around the capitals of Europe and in Egypt[image: External link] and Ethiopia, but ordinary antique obelisks were quarried as a monolithic block of stone, and were therefore seldom taller than approximately 100 feet (30 m).[57]

The Washington Monument attracted enormous crowds before it officially opened. For six months after its dedication, 10,041 people climbed the 898 steps and 50 landings to the top. After the elevator[image: External link] that had been used to raise building materials was altered to carry passengers, the number of visitors grew rapidly, and an average of 55,000 people per month were going to the top by 1888.[58] The annual visitor count peaked between 1979 and 1997, where an average of 1.1 million visitors visited annually; however, from 2005 to 2010, the Washington Monument has had an average of only 631,000 visitors each year.[59] As with all historic areas administered by the National Park Service, the national memorial was listed on the National Register of Historic Places[image: External link] on October 15, 1966.[60]

In the early 1900s, material started oozing out between the outer stones of the first construction period below the 150-foot mark, and was referred to by tourists as "geological tuberculosis". This was caused by the weathering of the cement and rubble filler between the outer and inner walls. As the lower section of the monument was exposed to cold and hot and damp and dry weather conditions, the material dissolved and worked its way through the cracks between the stones of the outer wall, solidifying as it dripped down their outer surface.[61]

For ten hours in December 1982, the Washington Monument and eight tourists were held hostage by a nuclear arms protester, Norman Mayer[image: External link], claiming to have explosives in a van he drove to the monument's base. U.S. Park Police[image: External link] shot and killed Mayer. The monument was undamaged in the incident, and it was discovered later that Mayer did not have explosives. After this incident, the surrounding grounds were modified in places to restrict the possible unauthorized approach of motor vehicles.[62]

The monument underwent an extensive restoration project between 1998 and 2001. During this time it was completely covered in scaffolding designed by the American architect Michael Graves[image: External link] (who was also responsible for the interior changes).[63] The project included cleaning, repairing and repointing[image: External link] the monument's exterior and interior stonework. The stone in publicly accessible interior spaces was encased in glass to prevent vandalism, while new windows with narrower frames were installed (to increase the viewing space). New exhibits celebrating the life of George Washington, and the monument's place in history, were also added.[64]

A temporary interactive visitors center, dubbed the "Discovery Channel Center" was also constructed during the project. The center provided a simulated ride to the top of the monument, and shared information with visitors during phases in which the monument was closed.[65] The majority of the project's phases were completed by summer 2000, allowing the monument to reopen July 31, 2000.[64] The monument temporarily closed again on December 4, 2000 to allow a new elevator cab to be installed, completing the final phase of the restoration project. The new cab included glass windows, allowing visitors to see some of the 194 memorial stones embedded in the monument's walls. The installation of the cab took much longer than anticipated, and the monument did not reopen until February 22, 2002. The final cost of the restoration project was $10.5 million.[66]

On September 7, 2004 the monument closed for a $15 million renovation, which included numerous security upgrades and redesign of the monument grounds by landscape architect Laurie Olin[image: External link]. The renovations were due partly to security concerns following the September 11 attacks[image: External link] and the start of the War on Terror. The monument reopened April 1, 2005, while the surrounding grounds remained closed until the landscape was finished later that summer.[67][68]
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 2011 earthquake damage




On August 23, 2011, the Washington Monument sustained damage during the 5.8 magnitude 2011 Virginia earthquake[image: External link];[69] over 150 cracks were found in the monument.[18] A National Park Service spokesperson reported that inspectors discovered a crack near the top of the structure, and announced that the monument would be closed indefinitely.[70][71] A block in the pyramidion[image: External link] also was partially dislodged, and pieces of stone, stone chips, mortar, and paint chips came free of the monument and "littered" the interior stairs and observation deck.[72] The Park Service said it was bringing in two structural engineering firms (Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates, Inc.[image: External link] and Tipping Mar Associates) with extensive experience in historic buildings and earthquake-damaged structures to assess the monument.[73]

Officials said an examination of the monument's exterior revealed a "debris field" of mortar and pieces of stone around the base of the monument, and several "substantial" pieces of stone had fallen inside the memorial.[71] A crack in the central stone of the west face of the pyramidion was 1 inch (2.5 cm) wide and 4 feet (1.2 m) long.[74][75] Park Service inspectors also discovered that the elevator system had been damaged, and was operating only to the 250-foot (76 m) level, but was soon repaired.[76]

On September 27, 2011, Denali National Park[image: External link] ranger Brandon Latham arrived to assist four climbers belonging to a "difficult access" team from Wiss, Janney, Elstner Associates.[71][75] The reason for the inspection was the park agency's suspicion that there were more cracks on the monument's upper section not visible from the inside. The agency said it filled the cracks that occurred on August 23. After Hurricane Irene[image: External link] hit the area on August 27, water was discovered inside the memorial, leading the Park Service to suspect there was more undiscovered damage.[71] The rappellers used radios to report what they found to engineering experts on the ground.[77] Wiss, Janney, Elstner climber Dave Megerle took three hours to set up the rappelling equipment and set up a barrier around the monument's lightning rod system atop the pyramidion;[74] it was the first time the hatch in the pyramidion had been open since 2000.[74]

The external inspection of the monument was completed October 5, 2011. In addition to the 4-foot (1.2 m) long west crack, the inspection found several corner cracks and surface spalls (pieces of stone broken loose) at or near the top of the monument, and more loss of joint mortar lower down the monument. The full report was issued December 2011.[78] Bob Vogel, Superintendent of the National Mall and Memorial Parks, emphasized that the monument was not in danger of collapse. "It's structurally sound and not going anywhere", he told the national media at a press conference on September 26, 2011.[75]

More than $200,000 was spent between August 24 and September 26 inspecting the structure.[71] The National Park Service said that it would soon begin sealing the exterior cracks on the monument to protect it from rain and snow.[77][79]

On July 9, 2012, the National Park Service announced that the monument would be closed for repairs until 2014.[80] The National Park Service hired construction management firm Hill International in conjunction with joint-venture partner Louis Berger Group to provide coordination between the designer, Wiss, Janney, and Elstner Associates, the general contractor Perini, and numerous stakeholders.[81] NPS said a portion of the plaza at the base of the monument would be removed and scaffolding[image: External link] constructed around the exterior. In July 2013, lighting was added to the scaffolding.[82] Some stone pieces saved during the 2011 inspection will be refastened to the monument, while "Dutchman patches"[E] will be used in other places. Several of the stone lips that help hold the pyramidion's 2,000-pound (910 kg) exterior slabs in place were also damaged, so engineers will install metal brackets to more securely fasten them to the monument.[84]

The National Park Service reopened the Washington Monument to visitors on May 12, 2014, eight days ahead of schedule.[16][81] Repairs to the monument cost US$[image: External link]15,000,000,[18] with taxpayers funding $7.5 million of the cost and David Rubenstein[image: External link] funding the other $7.5 million.[19] At the reopening Interior Secretary[image: External link] Sally Jewell[image: External link], Today[image: External link] show weatherman Al Roker[image: External link], and American Idol[image: External link] Season 12[image: External link] winner Candice Glover[image: External link] were present.[20]

The monument continues to be plagued by problems since the earthquake, including in January 2017 when the lights illuminating it went out.[85]
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 Components
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 Cornerstone




The cornerstone[image: External link] was laid with great ceremony at the northeast corner of the lowest course or step of the old foundation on July 4, 1848. Robert Mills, the architect of the monument, stated in September 1848, "The foundations are now brought up nearly to the surface of the ground; the second step being nearly completed, which covers up the corner stone."[33]:20 Therefore, the cornerstone was laid below the 1848 ground level. In 1880, the ground level was raised 17 feet (5.2 m) to the base of the shaft by the addition of a 30-foot (9.1 m) wide earthen embankment encircling the reinforced foundation, widened another 30 feet in 1881, and then the knoll was constructed in 1887–88.[6]:B-36–B-39[33]:70, 95–96 If the cornerstone was not moved during the strengthening of the foundation in 1879–80, its upper surface would now be 21 feet (6.4 m) below the pavement just outside the northeast corner of the shaft. It would now be sandwiched between the concrete slab under the old foundation and the concrete buttress completely encircling what remains of the old foundation. During the strengthening process, about half by volume of the periphery of the lowest seven of eight courses or steps of the old foundation (gneiss rubble) was removed to provide good footing for the buttress. Although a few diagrams, pictures and descriptions of this process exist, the fate of the cornerstone is not mentioned.[6]:2-7–2-8, 3-3–3-5, 4-3–4-4, B-11–B-18, figs 2.5–2.7, 3.2–3.6, 3.13, 4.8–4.11[33]:67–73

The cornerstone was a 24,500-pound (11,100 kg) marble block 2.5 feet (0.76 m) high and 6.5 feet (2.0 m) square with a large hole for a zinc case filled with memorabilia. The hole was covered by a copper plate inscribed with the date of the Declaration of Independence (July 4, 1776), the date the cornerstone was laid (July 4, 1848), and the names of the managers of the Washington National Monument Society. The memorabilia in the zinc case included items associated with the monument, the city of Washington, the national government, state governments, benevolent societies, and George Washington, plus miscellaneous publications, both governmental and commercial, a coin set, and a bible, totaling 73 items or collections of items, as well as 71 newspapers containing articles relating to George Washington or the monument.[30]:app C[34]:pp 43–46, 109–166

The ceremony began with a parade of dignitaries in carriages, marching troops, fire companies, and benevolent societies.[30]:chp 2[34]:44–48[52]:16–17, 45–47 A long oration was delivered by the Speaker of the House of Representatives Robert C. Winthrop[image: External link].[34]:113–130 Then, the cornerstone was pronounced sound after a Masonic[image: External link] ceremony using George Washington's Masonic gavel, apron and sash, as well as other Masonic symbols. In attendance were President James K. Polk[image: External link] and other federal, state and local government officials, Elizabeth Schuyler Hamilton[image: External link], Mrs. Dolley Madison[image: External link], Mrs. John Quincy Adams[image: External link], and George Washington Parke Custis, among 15,000 to 20,000 others, including a bald eagle. The ceremony ended with fireworks that evening.
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 Memorial stones




States, cities, foreign countries, benevolent societies, other organizations, and individuals have contributed 194 memorial stones, all inserted into the east and west interior walls above stair landings or levels for easy viewing, except one on the south interior wall between stairs that is difficult to view. The sources disagree on the number of stones for two reasons: whether one or both "height stones" are included, and stones not yet on display at the time of a source's publication cannot be included. The "height stones" refer to two stones that indicate height: during the first phase of construction a stone with an inscription that includes the phrase "from the foundation to this height 100 feet" was installed just below the 80–90-foot stairway and high above the 60–70-foot stairway;[7]:sheet 25[47]:52 during the second phase of construction a stone with a horizontal line and the phrase "top of statue on Capitol" was installed on the 330-foot level.[7]:sheet 30[86]

The Historic Structure Report (HSR, 2004) named 194 "memorial stones" by level, including both height stones.[6]:4-17–4-20, 5-6, "194" on 4-17 Jacob (2005) described in detail and pictured 193 "commemorative stones", including the 100-foot stone but not the Capitol stone.[47]:"193" on 1 The Historic American Buildings Survey (HABS, 1994) showed the location of 193 "memorial stones", but did not describe or name any. HABS showed both height stones, but did not show one stone not yet installed in 1994.[7]:sheets 22–25, 28–30 Olszewski (1971) named 190 "memorial stones" by level, including the Capitol stone but not the 100-foot stone. Olszewski did not include three stones not yet installed in 1971.[30]:chp 6, app D, "190" in chp 6

Of 194 stones, 95 are marble, 41 are granite, 30 are limestone, 9 are sandstone, with 19 miscellaneous types, including combinations of the aforesaid and those whose materials are not identified. Unusual materials include native copper[image: External link] ( Michigan[image: External link]),[47]:147 pipestone[image: External link] (Minnesota),[47]:153 petrified wood[image: External link] (Arizona),[47]:213 and jadeite[image: External link] (Alaska).[47]:220 The stones vary in size from about 1.5 feet (0.46 m) square ( Carthage[image: External link])[F] to about 6 by 8 feet (1.8 m × 2.4 m) (Philadelphia and New York City[image: External link]).[47]:3, 90, 124, 218

Utah contributed one stone as a territory and another as a state, both with inscriptions that include its pre-territorial name, Deseret[image: External link], both located on the 220-foot level.[47]:154–155

A stone at the 240-foot level of the monument is inscribed in Welsh[image: External link]: Fy Iaith, Fy Ngwlad, Fy Nghenedl, Cymry am byth (Our language, our country, our birthplace, Wales forever). The stone, imported from Wales, was donated by Welsh citizens of New York[image: External link].[47]:170[88] Two other stones were presented by the Sunday Schools of the Methodist Episcopal Church[image: External link] in New York and the Sabbath School children of the Methodist Episcopal Church in Philadelphia—the former quotes from the Bible verse Proverbs 10:7, "The memory of the just is blessed".[47]:190, 192

Another inscription, this one sent by the Ottoman government[image: External link],[47]:128 combines the works of two eminent calligraphers[image: External link]: an imperial tughra by Mustafa Rakım's student Haşim Efendi, and an inscription in jalī ta'līq script by Kadıasker Mustafa İzzet Efendi, the calligrapher who wrote the giant medallions at Hagia Sophia[image: External link] in Istanbul[image: External link].[89][90]

One stone was donated by the Ryukyu Kingdom[image: External link] and brought back by Commodore Matthew C. Perry[image: External link],[91] but never arrived in Washington (it was replaced in 1989).[47]:210 Many of the stones donated for the monument carried inscriptions which did not commemorate George Washington. For example, one from the Templars of Honor and Temperance[image: External link] stated "We will not make, buy, sell, or use as a beverage, any spiritous or malt liquors, Wine, Cider, or any other Alcoholic Liquor."[47]:140 (George Washington himself had owned a whiskey distillery which operated at Mount Vernon after he left the presidency.[92])
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 Aluminum apex




The aluminum apex, at the time a rare metal as valuable as silver, was cast by William Frishmuth[image: External link] of Philadelphia.[10] At the time of casting, it was the largest piece of aluminum in the world. Before the installation it was put on public display at Tiffany's[image: External link] in New York City and stepped over by visitors who could say they had "stepped over the top of the Washington Monument". It was 8.9 inches (23 cm) tall before  3⁄8 inch was removed from its tip by lightning strikes during 1885–1934, when it was protected from further damage by tall lightning rods surrounding it. Its base is 5.6 inches (14 cm) square. The angle between opposite sides at its tip is 34°48'. It weighed 100 ounces (2.83 kg) before lightning strikes removed a small amount of aluminum from its tip and sides.[37] Spectral analysis in 1934 showed that it was composed of 97.87% aluminum with the rest impurities.[10] It has a shallow depression in its base to match a slightly raised area atop the small upper surface of the marble capstone, which aligns the sides of the apex with those of the capstone, and the downward protruding lip around that area prevents water from entering the joint.[33]:83–84 It has a large hole in the center of its base to receive a threaded 1.5-inch (3.8 cm) diameter copper rod which attaches it to the monument and used to form part of the lightning protection system.[33]:91

The four faces of the external aluminum apex all bear inscriptions in cursive[image: External link] writing (Snell Round hand[image: External link]), which are incised into the aluminum.[10] The apex was inscribed on site after it was delivered. Most inscriptions are the original 1884 inscriptions, except for the top three lines on the east face which were added in 1934. A wide gold-plated copper band that held eight lightning rods covered most of the inscriptions from 1885 until it was removed and discarded in 2013. The inscriptions that it covered were damaged and are now illegible. Only the top four and bottom two lines of the north face, the first and last lines of the west face, the top four lines of the south face, and the top three lines of the east face are still legible. Even though the inscriptions are no longer covered, no attempt was made to repair them when the apex was accessible in 2013. The following table shows legible inscriptions in blue and illegible inscriptions in red.[1]:93 No colors appear on the actual apex. The inscriptions occupy the lower portions of triangles, thus the inscribed upper lines are necessarily shorter than some lower lines.





	North face
	West face
	South face
	East face



	Joint Commission

at

Setting of Cap Stone.

—————

Chester A. Arthur.

W. W. Corcoran, Chairman.

M. E. Bell.

Edward Clark.

John Newton.

Act of August 2, 1876.
	





Corner Stone Laid

on Bed of Foundation

July 4, 1848.

First Stone at Height of

152 feet laid

August 7, 1880.

Capstone set December 6, 1884.
	Chief Engineer

and

Architect,

Thos. Lincoln Casey,

Colonel, Corps of Engineers.

Assistants:

George W. Davis, Captain, 14th Infantry.

Bernard R. Green, Civil Engineer.

Master Mechanic,

P. H. McLaughlin.

	Repaired 1934,

National Park Service,

Department of the Interior.





Laus Deo.













Although most printed sources, Harvey (1903),[34]:295 Olszewski (1971),[30]:app C Torres (1984),[33]:82, 84 and the Historic Structure Report (2004),[6]:4-6–4-7 refer to the original 1884 inscriptions, the National Geodetic Survey[image: External link] (2015)[1]:90–95 refers to both the 1884 and 1934 inscriptions. All sources print them according to their own editorial rules, resulting in excessive capitalization (Harvey, Olszewski, and NGS) and inappropriate line breaks. No printed source uses cursive writing, although pictures of the apex clearly show that it was used for both the 1884 and 1934 inscriptions.[1]:92–95[93][94]

A replica displayed on the 490-foot level uses totally different line breaks than those on the external apex — it also omits the 1934 inscriptions. In October 2007, it was discovered that the display of this replica was positioned so that the Laus Deo (Latin for "praise be to God") inscription could not be seen and Laus Deo was omitted from the placard describing the apex. The National Park Service rectified the omission by creating a new display.[95]
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 Lightning protection




The pyramidion[image: External link], the pointed top 55 feet (17 m) of the monument, was originally designed with an 8.9-inch (23 cm) tall inscribed aluminum apex which served as a single lightning rod, installed December 6, 1884. Six months later on June 5, 1885 lightning damaged the marble blocks of the pyramidion,[96] so a net of gold-plated copper rods supporting 200 3-inch (7.6 cm) gold-plated, platinum-tipped copper points spaced every 5 feet (1.5 m) was installed over the entire pyramidion.[6]:3-10–3-11, 3-15, figs 3.17, 3.23[30]:chp 6[33]:91–92 The original net included a gold-plated copper band attached to the aluminum apex by four large set screws which supported eight closely spaced vertical points that did not protrude above the apex. In 1934 these eight short points were lengthened to extend them above the apex by 6 inches (15 cm).[97] In 2013 this original system was removed and discarded. It was replaced by only two thick solid aluminum lightning rods protruding above the tip of the apex by about one foot (0.3 m) attached to the east and west sides of the marble capstone just below the apex.[1]:23, 26[11]

Until it was removed, the original lightning protection system was connected to the tops of the four iron columns supporting the elevator with large copper rods. Even though the aluminum apex is still connected to the columns with large copper rods, it is no longer part of the lightning protection system because it is now disconnected from the present lightning rods which shield it. The two lightning rods present since 2013 are connected to the iron columns with two large braided aluminum cables leading down the surface of the pyramidion near its southeast and northwest corners. They enter the pyramidion at its base, where they are tied together (electrically shorted) via large braided aluminum cables encircling the pyramidion two feet (0.6 m) above its base.[11] The bottom of the iron columns are connected to ground water below the monument via four large copper rods that pass through a 2-foot (0.6 m) square well half filled with sand in the center of the foundation. The effectiveness of the lightning protection system has not been affected by a significant draw down of the water table[image: External link] since 1884 because the soil's water content remains roughly 20% both above and below the height of the water table.[98]
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 Walls




During the first phase of construction (1848–54), the walls were built with bluestone gneiss rubble, ranging from very large irregular stones having a cross section of about 5 by 10 feet (1.5 m × 3.0 m)) down to spalls (broken pieces of stone) all embedded in a large amount of mortar. The outer surface is marble stones 14 to 18 inches (36–46 cm) thick in 2-foot (61 cm) high courses or rows horizontally encircling the monument. Although each course contains both stretchers (stones parallel to the wall) and headers (stones projecting into the wall), about two to three times as many stretchers as headers were used. Their joints were so thin that some stones pressed on bare stone below them, breaking off many pieces since it was constructed. The batter or slope of the outer surface is 0.247 inches per foot (2.06 cm/m, 1°11'). The inner surface has disorderly rows of smaller roughly dressed bluestone gneiss.[6]:B-49[7]:sheets 7–30[33]:18–19, 23, 105–6 The base of the first phase walls has an outer dimension of 55 feet 1 1⁄2 inches (16.80 m) square and a thickness of 15 feet (4.57 m). The interior well is 25 feet 1 inch (7.65 m) square and has square corners.[9] The weight of the first phase walls up to 150 feet (45.7 m) is 22,373 long tons (25,058 short tons; 22,732 tonnes).[9]

During the second phase (1879–84), the walls were constructed of smoothly dressed ( ashlar[image: External link]) large marble and granite blocks (rectangular cuboids[image: External link]) laid down in an orderly manner (Flemish bond[image: External link]) with thick joints. Two-foot high marble surface stones, using an equal number of stretchers and headers, were backed by granite blocks from the 152-foot level (the first course above the rubble) to the 218-foot level, where marble headers become increasingly visible on the internal surface of the walls up to the 450-foot level, above which only marble stones are used.[G] Between the 150- and 160-foot levels the inner walls rapidly slope outward, increasing the shaft well from 25 feet 1 inch square to 31 feet 5 1⁄2 inches (9.59 m) square with a corresponding decrease in the thickness of the walls and their weight.[7]:sheets 4–5[33]:23 The second phase walls at the 160-foot level were 8 feet 7 1⁄2 inches (2.63 m) thick, which, combined with the larger shaft well, yields an outer dimension of 48 feet 8 1⁄2 inches (14.85 m) square at that level. The top of the second phase walls are 34 feet 5 1⁄2 inches (10.50 m) square and 1 foot 6 inches (46 cm) thick.[6]:3-7[9] The second phase interior walls have rounded (2-foot (0.61 m) radii) corners. The weight of the second phase walls (from 150 feet to 500 feet) are 21,260 long tons (23,810 short tons; 21,600 tonnes). The walls of the entire shaft (combined first and second phases) are 500 feet 5 1⁄8 inches (152.530 m) high.[9]

The first phase of the walls was constructed under the direction of William Dougherty. Its white marble exterior came from the Texas quarry now adjacent to and east of north I-83 near the Warren Road exit in Cockeysville, Maryland[image: External link]. The quarry was named for the Texas Station (no longer extant) and 19th-century town on the Northern Central Railway[image: External link]. During the first phase it was operated by Thomas Symington, but is now operated by Lafarge[image: External link] and no longer produces building stone. The second phase of construction was under the direction of Lt Col/Col Thomas Lincoln Casey[image: External link] of the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, who removed two defective courses added by the Know-Nothings[image: External link] and the last 152-foot course added by Dougherty before Casey began his construction. The next three courses of white marble (152–156 feet (46–48 m)) came from Sheffield, Massachusetts[image: External link], while all courses above them came from the Beaver Dam quarry just west of the 19th-century town of Cockeysville.[33]:63[100][101] The latter quarry is located on Beaver Dam Road near its intersection with McCormick Road. During the second phase the quarry was operated by Hugh Sisson, but is now flooded, is called Beaverdam Pond, and is the home of the Beaver Dam Swimming Club. Both 19th-century towns are now within the city limits of Cockeysville.




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Pyramidion




The marble capstone of the pyramidion is a truncated pyramid with a cubical keystone projecting from its base and a deep groove surrounding the keystone. The aluminum apex replaces its truncated top. The inside upper edges of the topmost slabs on the four faces of the pyramidion rest on the keystone and in the groove. It has a large vertical hole through which a 1.5-inch (3.8 cm) threaded copper rod passes and screws into the base of the apex, which used to form part of its lightning protection system. The keystone and groove occupy so much of its base that only a small horizontal area near its outer edge remains. The weight of the capstone is transferred to both the inner and outer portions of the shiplap[image: External link] upper edges of the slabs. It weighs 3,300 pounds (1,500 kg), is 5 feet 2 inches (157 cm) high from its base to its top, and is 3 feet (91 cm) square at its base.[33]:85[99]:80

The marble pyramidion has an extremely complex construction to save weight yet remain strong. Its surface slabs or panels are usually only 7 inches (18 cm) thick (with small thick and thin portions) and generally do not support the weight of slabs above them, instead transferring their own weight via 1-foot (30 cm) wide internal marble ribs to the shaft's walls. The slabs are generally 7 feet (213 cm) wide and 4 feet 4 inches (132 cm) high with a 2-inch (5 cm) vertical overlap (shiplap) to prevent water from entering the horizontal joints. Twelve such courses, the internal ribs, the marble capstone, and the aluminum apex comprise the pyramidion. Its height is 55 feet 0 inches (16.76 m). Its weight is 300 long tons (336 short tons; 305 tonnes).[9] The slope of the walls of the pyramidion is 17°24' from the vertical.[37] There are twelve ribs, three per wall, which spring from the 470-foot (143.3 m) level, all being integrated into the walls up to the 500-foot (152.4 m) level. All are free standing above 500 feet, relying on mortise and tenon[image: External link] joints to attach neighboring stones. The eight corner ribs terminate six courses above the shaft, each corner rib resting on its neighboring corner rib via a miter joint[image: External link], forming four corner arches. Each such arch supports a pair of square corner stones, one above the other totaling one course in height. Each corner rib is linked to the nearest center rib at the sixth course via a marble tie beam. The four center ribs terminate eight courses above the shaft at a marble cruciform (cross shaped) keystone, forming two main arches that cross each other. Two stones, each one course high, are mounted on each of the four ribs, supporting two additional courses above the cruciform keystone, leaving two courses to support the capstone's weight by themselves.[6]:3-8–3-11[78]:6–10[102]

The observation floor (nominally the 500-foot level) is 499 feet 4 1⁄2 inches (152.21 m) above the entry lobby floor or lowest landing level. It is 1 1⁄4 inches (3.2 cm) above the marble base of the pyramidion and the top of the shaft walls.[1]:56, 58, 65[7]:sheet 7, 31–35[9]

Four pairs of 3-foot (91 cm) wide observation windows are provided, all just above the lowest course of slabs (504-foot level). Six are 1 foot 6 inches (46 cm) high while two on the east face are 2 feet (61 cm) high for easier egress. All were originally provided with thin marble shutters in a bronze frame each of which could be opened inward, one left and the other right per wall.[6]:3-11 After two people committed suicide by jumping through the open windows in the 1920s, hinged horizontal iron bars were added to them in 1929.[6]:3-14[33]:85, 102 A ninth opening in a slab on the south face just below the capstone is provided for access to the outside of the pyramidion. It is covered by a stone slab which is internally removable. In 1931, four red aircraft warning lights were installed, one per face in one of its observation windows. Pilots complained that they could not be easily seen, so the monument was floodlit on all sides as well.[6]:2-14, B-39, B-41, B-52–B-53 In 1958, eight 14-inch (36 cm) diameter holes for new red aircraft warning lights were bored, one above each window near the top edge of the fourth course of slabs (516-foot level) in the pyramidion.[6]:2-28, 3-15, B-55[7]:sheet 12 In 1958 the observation windows were glazed with shatterproof glass. In 1974–76, they were glazed with bulletproof glass and the shutters removed. New bulletproof glass was installed during 1997–2000.[6]:3-16, 3-18, B-49

The pyramidion has two inscriptions, neither of which is regarded as a memorial stone. One is the year "1884" on the underside of the cruciform keystone; the other is at the same level as that keystone on the north face of the west center rib containing the names and titles of the four highest ranked builders. Its inscription ("Chief Engineer ..."[image: External link]) is almost identical to the inscription on the south face of the aluminum apex except for "U.S.", which is part of the phrase "14th U.S. Infantry" in the inscription inside the pyramidion, but the apex has only "14th Infantry". Additionally, the internal inscription does not use cursive writing and all letters in all names are capitals.[7]:sheet 35[78]:8
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 Foundation




The first phase began with the excavation of about 7 feet 8 inches (2.3 m) of topsoil down to a level of loam[image: External link], consisting of equal parts of sand and clay, hard enough to require picks[image: External link] to break it up. On this "bed of the foundation" the cornerstone was laid at the northeast corner of the proposed foundation. The rest of the foundation was then constructed of bluestone gneiss rubble and spalls, with every crevice filled with lime mortar[image: External link].[33]:23, 68 The dimensions of this old foundation were 23 feet 4 inches (7.1 m) high, 80 feet (24.4 m) square at the base, and 58 feet 6 inches (17.8 m) square at the top, laid down in eight steps, similar to a truncated step pyramid[image: External link].[33]:18–19, 23, 47 At the center of the foundation a brick[image: External link]-lined 2-foot (60 cm) square well was dug to a depth of 20 feet (6.1 m) below the bed of the foundation to keep it dry and to supply water during construction.[33]:19

During the second phase, after determining that the proposed weight of the monument was too great for the old foundation to safely bear, the thickness of the walls atop the unfinished stump was reduced and the foundation was strengthened by adding a large unreinforced concrete[image: External link] slab below the perimeter of the old foundation to increase the monument's load bearing area two and one half times. The slab was 13 feet 6 inches (4.11 m) thick, with an outer perimeter 126 feet 5 1⁄2 inches (38.54 m) square, an inner perimeter 44 feet (13.41 m) square, with undisturbed loam inside the inner perimeter except for the water well. The area at the base of the second phase foundation is 15,992 square feet (1,485.7 m2). The strengthened foundation (old foundation and concrete slab) has a total depth of 36 feet 10 inches (11.23 m) below the bottom of the lowest course of marble blocks (now below ground), and 38 feet (11.58 m) below the entry lobby floor. Casey reported that nowhere did the load exceed 9 long tons per square foot (140 psi; 970 kPa) and did not exceed 3 long tons per square foot (47 psi; 320 kPa) near the outer perimeter.[9] To properly distribute the load from the shaft to slab, about half by volume of the outer periphery of the old rubble foundation below its top step was removed. A continuous sloping unreinforced concrete buttress encircles what remains. The buttress is 100 feet 4 inches (30.58 m) square at its base, 64 feet 6 inches (19.66 m) square at its top, and 20 feet 5 inches (6.22 m) high. The perimeter of the original top step of the old rubble foundation rests on the larger top of the concrete buttress. Its slope (lower external angle from the vertical) is 49°. This buttress rests in a depression (triangular cross-section) on the top surface of the concrete slab. The slab was constructed by digging pairs of 4-foot (1.2 m) wide drifts[image: External link] on opposite sides of the monument's center line to keep the monument properly balanced. The drifts were filled with unreinforced concrete with depressions or dowel stones on their sides to interlock the sections.[6]:3-3–3-5, figs 3.1–3.6, 3.9, 3.13, 4.11[33]:39, 47–48, 67–73 An earthen terrace 60 feet (18 m) wide with its top at the base of the walls and steep sides was constructed in 1880–81 over the reinforced foundation while the rest of the monument was being constructed. During 1887–88, a knoll was constructed around the terrace roughly 300 feet (91 m) wide that tapered into the surrounding terrain. This earthen terrace and knoll serves as an additional buttress for the foundation. The weight of the foundation is 36,912 long tons (41,341 short tons; 37,504 tonnes),[9] including earth and gneiss rubble above the concrete foundation that is within its outer perimeter.
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 Stairs and elevator




The monument is filled with ironwork, consisting of its stairs, elevator columns and associated tie beams, none of which supports the weight of the stonework. It was redesigned in 1958 to reduce congestion and improve the flow of visitors. Originally, visitors entered and exited the west side of the elevator on the observation floor, causing congestion. So the large landing at the 490-foot level was expanded to a full floor and the original spiral stair in the northeast corner between the 490- and 500-foot levels was replaced by two spiral stairs in the northeast and southeast corners. Now visitors exit the elevator on the observation floor, then walk down either spiral stair before reboarding the elevator for their trip back down.[6]:fig 3.31

The main stairs spiral up the interior walls from the entry lobby floor to the elevator reboarding floor at the 490-foot level. The elevator occupies the center of the shaft well from the entry lobby to the observation floor, with an elevator machine room (installed 1925–26) whose floor is 18 feet 10 inches (5.74 m) above the observation floor and an elevator pit (excavated 1879) whose floor is 9 feet (2.74 m) below the entry lobby floor.[7]:sheet 31–35[33]:61, 74 The stairs and elevator are supported by four wrought iron columns each. The four supporting the stairs extend from the entry lobby floor to the observation floor and were set at the corners of a 15-foot-8-inch (4.78 m) square. The four supporting the elevator extend from the floor of the elevator pit to 14 feet (4.3 m) above the observation floor and were set at the corners of a 9-foot-9 1⁄2-inch (2.98 m) square.[6]:3-6 The weight of the ironwork is 275 long tons (308 short tons; 279 tonnes).[9] Cast iron[image: External link], wrought iron[image: External link], and steel[image: External link] were all used. The two small spiral stairs installed in 1958 are aluminum[image: External link].

Most landings occupy the entire east and west interior walls every 10 feet from and including the east landing at the 30-foot level up to the west landing at the 480-foot level, east then west alternately. Three stairs with small landings rise from the entry lobby floor to the 30-foot level successively along the north, west and south interior walls. Landings from the 30-foot level up to the 150-foot level are 3 feet 2 1⁄4 inches (0.97 m) by 25 feet 1 inch (7.65 m), while landings from the 160-foot level to the 480-foot level are 7 feet 10 3⁄4 inches (2.41 m) by 31 feet 5 1⁄2 inches (9.59 m). All stairs are on the north and south walls except for the aforementioned west stair between the 10- and 20-foot levels, and the two spiral stairs.

About one fourth of visitors chose to ascend the monument using the stairs when they were available. They were closed to up traffic in 1971, and then closed to all traffic except by special arrangement in 1976.[6]:3-18[33]:101 The stairs had 898 steps until 1958, consisting of 18 risers[image: External link] in each of the 49 main stairs plus 16 risers in the spiral stair.[30]:chp 7[103]:18 Since 1958 the stairs have had 897 risers if only one spiral stair is counted because both spiral stairs now have 15 risers each.[7]:sheets 6, 31–35[33]:72 These figures do not include two additional steps in the entry passage that were covered up in 1975 by a ramp and its inward horizontal extension to meet the higher (since 1886) entry lobby floor. One step was 3.2 feet (1 m) away from the outer walls and the other was at the end of the passage, 15 feet (4.6 m) away from the outer walls.[6]:3-17–3-18, figs 3.11, 3.32–3.33, 3.39

As initially constructed, the interior was relatively open with two-rail handrails[image: External link], but a couple of suicides and an accidental fall prompted the addition of tall wire screening (7 feet (2.1 m) high with a large diamond mesh) on the inside edge of the stairs and landings in 1929. The original steam powered elevator, which took 10 to 12 minutes to ascend to the observation floor, was replaced by an electric elevator powered by an on-site dynamo[image: External link] in 1901 which took five minutes to ascend. The monument was connected to the electrical grid[image: External link] in 1923, allowing the installation of a modern electric elevator in 1925–26 which took 70 seconds. The latter was replaced in 1958 and again in 1998 by 70-second elevators.[6]:2-13, 2-15, 3-20–3-21, B-44, B-47, B-48[34]:102, 107–8 During 1997–2000, the wire screening at three platforms was replaced by large glass panels to allow visitors on the elevator to view three clusters of memorial stones that were synchronously lit as the elevator automatically slowed as it passed them during its descent.[6]:3-21, 4-16
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 Miscellaneous details




The total cost of the monument from 1848 to 1888 was $1,409,500.[103] The weight of the above ground portion of the monument is 44,208 long tons (49,513 short tons; 44,917 tonnes), whereas its total weight, including the foundation below ground and any earth above it that is within its outer perimeter is 81,120 long tons (90,854 short tons; 82,422 tonnes). The total number of blocks in the monument, including all marble, granite and gneiss blocks, whether externally or internally visible or hidden from view within the walls or old foundation is over 36,000.[8] The number of marble blocks externally visible is about 10,000.

The monument stands 554 feet 7 11⁄32 inches (169.046 m) tall according to the National Geodetic Survey[image: External link] (measured 2013–14) or 555 feet 5 1⁄8 inches (169.294 m) tall according to the National Park Service (measured 1884).<efn-ua | name=height/> In 1975, a ramp covered a step at the entrance to the monument, so the ground next to the ramp was raised to match its height, reducing the remaining height to the monument's apex. It is both the world's tallest stone structure and the world's tallest obelisk. It is the tallest monumental column in the world if all are measured above their pedestrian entrances, but two are taller when measured above ground, though they are neither all stone nor true obelisks.<efn-ua | name=column1/> The tallest masonry structure[image: External link] in the world is the Anaconda Smelter Stack[image: External link] in Montana at 585 feet 1 1⁄2 inches (178.346 m).[12][H]
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 Flags




Fifty American flags (not state flags), one for each state, are now flown 24 hours a day around a large circle centered on the monument. Forty eight American flags (one for each state then in existence) were flown on wooden flag poles on Washington's birthday since 1920 and later on Independence Day, Memorial Day, and other special occasions until early 1958. Both the flags and flag poles were removed and stored between these days. In 1958 fifty 25-foot (7.6 m) tall aluminum flag poles (anticipating Alaska and Hawaii) were installed, evenly spaced around a 260-foot (79 m) diameter circle. During 2004–05, the diameter of the circle was reduced to 240 feet (73 m). Since Washington's birthday 1958, 48 American flags were flown on a daily basis, increasing to 49 flags on July 4, 1959, and then to 50 flags since July 4, 1960. When 48 and 49 flags were flown, only 48 and 49 flag poles of the available 50 were placed into base receptacles. All flags were removed and stored overnight. Since July 4, 1971, 50 American flags have flown 24 hours a day.[6]:2-14–2-15, 4-1–4-2, B-35–B-36[7]:sheet 3[104]
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 Security




In 2001, a temporary visitor security screening center was added to the east entrance of the Washington Monument in the wake of the September 11 attacks[image: External link]. The one-story facility was designed to reduce the ability of a terrorist attack on the interior of the monument, or an attempt to seize and hold it. Visitors obtained their timed-entry tickets from the Monument Lodge east of the memorial, and passed through metal detectors and bomb-sniffing sensors prior to entering the monument. After exiting the monument, they passed through a turnstile to prevent them from re-entering. This facility, a one-story cube of wood around a metal frame, was intended to be temporary until a new screening facility could be designed.[105]

On March 6, 2014, the National Capital Planning Commission[image: External link] approved a new visitor screening facility to replace the temporary one. The 785-square-foot (72.9 m2) facility will be two stories high and contain space for screening 20 to 25 visitors at a time. The exterior walls (which will be slightly frosted to prevent viewing of the security screening process) will consist of an outer sheet of bulletproof glass[image: External link] or polycarbonate[image: External link], a metal mesh insert, and another sheet of bulletproof glass. The inner sheet will consist of two sheets (slightly separated) of laminated glass[image: External link]. A 0.5-inch (1.3 cm) airspace will exist between the inner and outer glass walls to help insulate the facility. Two (possibly three) geothermal heat pumps[image: External link] will be built on the north side of the monument to provide heating and cooling of the facility. The new facility will also provide an office for National Park Service and United States Park Police staff. The structure is designed so that it may be removed without damaging the monument.[106] The United States Commission of Fine Arts[image: External link] approved the aesthetic design of the screening facility in June 2013.[107]

A recessed trench wall known as a ha-ha[image: External link] has been built to minimize the visual impact of a security barrier surrounding the monument. After the September 11 attacks[image: External link] and another unrelated terror threat at the monument, authorities had put up a circle of temporary Jersey barriers[image: External link] to prevent large motor vehicles from approaching. The unsightly barrier was replaced by a less-obtrusive low 30-inch (0.76 m) granite stone wall that doubles as a seating bench and also incorporates lighting. The installation received the 2005 Park/Landscape Award of Merit from the American Society of Landscape Architects[image: External link].[108][109][110]
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 Transit




The Washington Monument is served by the Smithsonian metro station[image: External link].[111]
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 In popular culture




As a landmark of the U.S. capital, the Washington Monument has been featured in film and television depictions. The symbolic meaning of the shape is referenced in the novel The Lost Symbol[image: External link] by Dan Brown[image: External link].[112] The monument is also the subject of Carl Sandburg[image: External link]'s 1922 poem, "Washington by Night".[113] In the musical Hamilton[image: External link], the monument is referenced in a song, as Eliza Hamilton[image: External link] collected money for it to be constructed.
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 Gallery
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 See also





	List of public art in Washington, D.C., Ward 2[image: External link]

	List of tallest freestanding structures in the world[image: External link]

	List of tallest towers in the world[image: External link]

	Yule Marble[image: External link]

	Tuckahoe Marble[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ Several heights have been specified, all of which exclude the foundation whose top is 17 feet (5.2 m) above the pre-construction ground level. The foundation is surrounded by a grassy knoll[image: External link] which effectively places the foundation below ground level. This knoll serves as a buttress[image: External link] for the foundation.

	554 feet 7 11⁄32 inches (169.046 m) according to the National Geodetic Survey[image: External link] (NGS)[1]:5 using the criteria of the Council on Tall Buildings and Urban Habitat[image: External link] (CTBUH), that is, from the "level of the lowest, significant, open-air, pedestrian entrance" to the highest point of the building.[4] From among four candidate points suggested by the NGS, the CTBUH chose a point on the entry ramp installed in 1975 where it crosses the outer face of the marble facade of the monument.[3]:7[5][6]:2-15, 3-18, 4-13, B-49, figs 3.32, 3.33, 3.39, 3.42[7]:sheet 31 Measured 2013–14 and reported February 16, 2015. This is also its new above ground height because the ground at the shaft was raised in 1975 to match the ramp. The ground surrounding the shaft was replaced by granite pavers during 2004–05 to match the raised ground level and the ramp. This height is 22.0 centimeters (8.66 in) above four "CASEY marks", 2.5-inch (6.4 cm) diameter brass bolts inserted vertically into the topmost level of the foundation just outside the four corners of the monument and set flush with the lower surface of the marble blocks, that the NGS thinks were likely used by Col. Thomas Lincoln Casey, the engineer in charge of construction, to determine the traditional height in 1884. The floor at the elevator is now 13.9 centimeters (5.47 in) above this pedestrian entrance, and 35.9 centimeters (14.13 in) above the CASEY marks.[1]:13, 56, 65, 82–84 The highest point of the monument is a one millimeter diameter dimple atop the aluminum apex.

	555 feet 5 1⁄8 inches (169.294 m) according to the National Park Service.[8] Measured and reported in 1884 by Col. Thomas Lincoln Casey, the engineer in charge of construction.[9] It was measured from the top of the foundation (the lowest marble joint or the door-sills of the two empty doorways), which was in place in 1884. This is the traditional height of the monument that became moot when the pavement or ground next to the monument was raised in 1975.

	554 feet 11 1⁄2 inches (169.151 m) according to architectural drawings in the Historic American Buildings Survey (1994), pavement at shaft to tip.[7]:sheets 7, 31 This height is comparable to the NGS height because it was also determined after the ramp was installed in 1975.



None of these heights include a set of lightning rods[image: External link] surrounding the monument's aluminum apex. An old set was installed in 1934, which protruded above its tip by 6 inches (15 cm).[10] In 2013 a new set of lightning rods was installed which protrude above the apex by about one foot (0.3 m).[1]:23, 26[11]


	
^ Two other monumental columns (honoring a person or thing) have heights comparable to that of the Washington Monument, the San Jacinto Monument[image: External link] in Texas and the Juche Tower[image: External link] in North Korea. Which of the three is taller depends on how its height is measured.[12] A traditional method is above a part of the monument comparable to ground level. A more recent method is that used by the Council on Tall Buildings and Urban Habitat[image: External link] (CTBUH), the arbiter of the height of tall buildings since 1969. The CTBUH states the height of a building must be measured above the "level of the lowest, significant, open-air, pedestrian entrance".[4] The three CTBUH (above pedestrian entrance) heights from tallest to shortest are the Washington Monument, the San Jacinto Monument (−2.6 feet (−0.79 m)), and the Juche Tower (−20 feet (−6 m)). The above ground heights of the three monumental columns from tallest to shortest are the San Jacinto Monument (+12.70 feet (3.871 m)), the Juche Tower (3.3 feet (+1 m)), and the Washington Monument. Height differences are relative to the height of the Washington Monument.

	The Washington Monument's CTBUH (above pedestrian entrance) height, 554 feet 7 11⁄32 inches (169.046 m), is the same as its above ground height.

	The San Jacinto Monument has a surveyed height of 567.31 feet (172.916 m) from its footing to the top of its beacon. However, the architect of the monument, Albert C. Finn, stated, "San Jacinto ... is actually 552 feet (168.2 m) from the first floor to the top of the beacon" ... in the "customary way" of measuring such things.[13] The "first floor" is the CTBUH criterion. A stepped terrace[image: External link] elevates this pedestrian entrance above ground, thus reducing the monument's remaining height by its thickness, about 15.5 feet (4.7 m), to the monument's CTBUH height. The monument is made of reinforced concrete, not stone, although it has a facade of limestone.

	The Juche Tower has a specified height of 558 feet (170 m) above a very large concrete bus parking lot just east of the tower. A stepped terrace elevates its pedestrian entrance, also on its east side, above this ground level. Its thickness, 23 feet (7 m), reduces the remaining height of the tower to 535 feet (163 m), its CTBUH height. The tower is made of reinforced concrete, not stone, although it has a facade of granite. A metal cage holding many panels of red glass in the shape of a flame, internally illuminated at night, surmounting a gold-colored "fuel chamber", occupies its top 66 feet (20 m).





	
^ The base of the obelisk atop the circular pillar was to have been "70 feet square" according to the House report of 1872[32]:8 and Torres (1984),[33]:13 but only "50 feet square" according to Harvey (1903).[34]:27 The corners of a 70-foot square base (99-foot diagonal) would dangerously overhang a 70-foot diameter pillar, whereas a 50-foot square base (71-foot diagonal) would not.


	
^ L'Enfant identified himself as "Peter Charles L'Enfant" during most of his life, while residing in the US. He wrote this name on his "Plan of the city intended for the permanent seat of the government of t(he) United States ..." and on other legal documents.[38] However, during the early 1900s, a French ambassador to the U.S., Jean Jules Jusserand[image: External link], popularized the use of L'Enfant's birth name, "Pierre Charles L'Enfant".[39] The National Park Service identifies L'Enfant as "Major Peter Charles L'Enfant" and as "Major Pierre (Peter) Charles L'Enfant" on pages of its website that describe the Washington Monument.[40][41] The United States Code states in 40 U.S.C.[image: External link]  § 3309[image: External link]: "(a) In General.—The purposes of this chapter shall be carried out in the District of Columbia as nearly as may be practicable in harmony with the plan of Peter Charles L'Enfant."


	
^ A "Dutchman Repair" "is a type of partial replacement or 'piecing-in'" that "involves replacing a small area of damaged stone" with a small piece of natural or imitation stone, "wedged in place or secured with an adhesive", with the joint being "as narrow as possible to maintain the appearance of a continuous surface."[83]


	
^ The Carthage stone was the last memorial stone installed in the monument, in 2000.[87]


	
^ Two types of levels exist, one for marble courses and another for stair landings. The level of a marble course is named by the height of its upper surface or joint, in multiples of 2 feet (61 cm), above the lower surface (zero feet) of the lowest marble course in the walls (now below ground), which rests on the old foundation and is at the same height as four Casey marks (the tops of four brass bolts inserted vertically into the top of the old foundation). The level of a stair landing is named by its height, in multiples of 10 feet (3.0 m), above the lowest landing, which coincides with the entry lobby floor. The zero-foot height or reference for marble courses in the first phase walls is 14 1⁄8 inches (36 cm) below that for stair landings,[1]:56, 58, 65 but marble levels in the second phase walls (except for the 500-foot level) are only 11 inches (28 cm) below their corresponding stair levels.[7]:sheets 32–35[99]:22


	
^ The Anaconda Smelter Stack[image: External link] consists entirely of brick, although it is reinforced by steel rods encircling most of its height. Masonry[image: External link], by definition, includes manufactured brick as well as natural stone units. Taller stacks or chimneys are made of reinforced concrete[image: External link]. See the list of tallest towers[image: External link] (designed for regular public access), and the list of tallest chimneys[image: External link] (not designed for regular public access).
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White House






For other uses, see White House (disambiguation)[image: External link] and 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue (disambiguation)[image: External link].

See also: Executive Office of the President of the United States, White House Office[image: External link], and List of residences of Presidents of the United States[image: External link]


The White House is the official residence[image: External link] and workplace of the President of the United States, located at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue NW in Washington, D.C. It has been the residence of every U.S. president since John Adams in 1800. The term White House is often used as a metonym[image: External link] for the president and his advisers, as in "The White House announced that...".

The residence was designed by Irish-born architect James Hoban[image: External link][2] in the Neoclassical style[image: External link]. Construction took place between 1792 and 1800 using Aquia Creek sandstone[image: External link] painted white. When Thomas Jefferson moved into the house in 1801, he (with architect Benjamin Henry Latrobe[image: External link]) added low colonnades[image: External link] on each wing that concealed stables and storage.[3] In 1814, during the War of 1812, the mansion was set ablaze by the British Army[image: External link] in the Burning of Washington, destroying the interior and charring much of the exterior. Reconstruction began almost immediately, and President James Monroe[image: External link] moved into the partially reconstructed Executive Residence[image: External link] in October 1817. Exterior construction continued with the addition of the semi-circular South portico in 1824 and the North portico in 1829.

Because of crowding within the executive mansion itself, President Theodore Roosevelt[image: External link] had all work offices relocated to the newly constructed West Wing[image: External link] in 1901. Eight years later in 1909, President William Howard Taft[image: External link] expanded the West Wing and created the first Oval Office[image: External link], which was eventually moved as the section was expanded. In the main mansion, the third-floor attic[image: External link] was converted to living quarters in 1927 by augmenting the existing hip roof[image: External link] with long shed dormers. A newly constructed East Wing[image: External link] was used as a reception area for social events; Jefferson's colonnades connected the new wings. East Wing alterations were completed in 1946, creating additional office space. By 1948, the house's load-bearing exterior walls and internal wood beams were found to be close to failure. Under Harry S. Truman[image: External link], the interior rooms were completely dismantled and a new internal load-bearing steel frame[image: External link] constructed inside the walls. Once this work was completed, the interior rooms were rebuilt.

The modern-day White House complex includes the Executive Residence, West Wing, East Wing, the Eisenhower Executive Office Building—the former State Department, which now houses offices for the President's staff and the Vice President—and Blair House[image: External link], a guest residence. The Executive Residence is made up of six stories—the Ground Floor, State Floor, Second Floor, and Third Floor, as well as a two-story basement[image: External link]. The property is a National Heritage Site[image: External link] owned by the National Park Service and is part of the President's Park[image: External link]. In 2007, it was ranked second[4] on the American Institute of Architects list of "America's Favorite Architecture".
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 Early history





[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 1789–1800




Following his April 1789 inauguration, President George Washington[image: External link] occupied two executive mansions in New York City: the Samuel Osgood House at 3 Cherry Street (April 1789 – February 1790), and the Alexander Macomb House at 39–41 Broadway (February–August 1790). In May 1790, New York began construction of Government House[image: External link] for his official residence, but he never occupied it. The national capital moved to Philadelphia in December 1790.

The July 1790 Residence Act named Philadelphia, Pennsylvania the temporary national capital for a 10-year period while the Federal City was under construction. The City of Philadelphia rented Robert Morris[image: External link]'s city house at 190 High Street (now 524–30 Market Street) for Washington's presidential residence. The first president occupied the Market Street mansion from November 1790 to March 1797, and altered it in ways that may have influenced the design of the White House. As part of a futile effort to have Philadelphia named the permanent national capital, Pennsylvania built a much grander presidential mansion several blocks away, but Washington declined to occupy it.

President John Adams also occupied the Market Street mansion from March 1797 to May 1800. On Saturday,[5] November 1, 1800,[6] he became the first president to occupy the White House. The President's House in Philadelphia became a hotel and was demolished in 1832, while the unused presidential mansion became home to the University of Pennsylvania[image: External link].
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 Architectural competition




The President's House was a major feature of Pierre (Peter) Charles L'Enfant's' plan for the newly established federal city, Washington, D.C. (see: L'Enfant Plan).[7][8] The architect of the White House was chosen in a design competition[image: External link] which received nine proposals, including one submitted anonymously by Thomas Jefferson.[9]

President Washington visited Charleston, South Carolina[image: External link] in May 1791 on his "Southern Tour", and saw the under-construction Charleston County Courthouse[image: External link] designed by Irish architect James Hoban[image: External link]. He is reputed to have met with Hoban then. The following year, he summoned the architect to Philadelphia and met with him in June 1792.[10]

On July 16, 1792, the President met with the commissioners of the federal city to make his judgment in the architectural competition. His review is recorded as being brief, and he quickly selected Hoban's submission.[11]

Washington was not entirely pleased with the original submission, however; he found it too small, lacking ornament, and not monumental enough to house the nation's president. On his recommendation, the house was changed from three stories to two, and was widened from a nine-bay facade to an 11-bay facade. Hoban's competition drawings do not survive.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Design influences




The building has classical inspiration sources, that could be found directly or indirectly in the Roman architect Vitruvius[image: External link] or in Andrea Palladio[image: External link] styles; Palladio being an Italian architect of the Renaissance[image: External link] which had a considerable influence on the Western architecture (Palladian architecture[image: External link]). The building Hoban designed is verifiably influenced by the upper floors of Leinster House[image: External link], in Dublin[image: External link], which later became the seat of the Oireachtas[image: External link] (the Irish parliament).[12] Several other Georgian-era Irish country houses have been suggested as sources of inspiration for the overall floor plan, details like the bow-fronted south front, and interior details like the former niches in the present Blue Room[image: External link]. These influences, though undocumented, are cited in the official White House guide, and in White House Historical Association[image: External link] publications. The first official White House guide, published in 1962, suggested a link between Hoban's design for the South Portico and Château de Rastignac[image: External link], a neoclassical country house located in La Bachellerie[image: External link] in the Dordogne[image: External link] region of France and designed by Mathurin Salat. Construction on the French house was initially started before 1789, interrupted by the French Revolution[image: External link] for twenty years and then finally built 1812–1817 (based on Salat's pre-1789 design).[13] The theoretical link between the two houses has been criticized because Hoban did not visit France. Supporters of a connection posit that Thomas Jefferson, during his tour of Bordeaux[image: External link] in 1789, viewed Salat's architectural drawings (which were on-file at the College) at the École Spéciale d'Architecture[image: External link] (Bordeaux Architectural College).[14] On his return to the U.S. he then shared the influence with Washington, Hoban, Monroe, and Benjamin Henry Latrobe[image: External link].[13]
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 Construction




Construction of the White House began with the laying of the cornerstone on October 13, 1792, although there was no formal ceremony.[15] The main residence, as well as foundations of the house, were built largely by enslaved and free African-American[image: External link] laborers, as well as employed Europeans.[16] Much of the other work on the house was performed by immigrants, many not yet with citizenship. The sandstone walls were erected by Scottish[image: External link] immigrants, employed by Hoban,[17] as were the high-relief rose and garland decorations above the north entrance and the "fish scale" pattern beneath the pediments of the window hoods. The initial construction took place over a period of eight years, at a reported cost of $232,371.83 (equal to $3,279,177 today). Although not yet completed, the White House was ready for occupancy circa November 1, 1800.[18]

Shortages, including material and labor, forced alterations to the earlier plan developed by French engineer Pierre Charles L'Enfant for a "palace" that was five times larger than the house that was eventually built.[17] The finished structure contained only two main floors instead of the planned three, and a less costly brick served as a lining for the stone façades. When construction was finished, the porous sandstone walls were whitewashed[image: External link] with a mixture of lime, rice glue, casein, and lead, giving the house its familiar color and name.[17]

As it is a famed structure in America, several replicas of the White House[image: External link] have been constructed.
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 Architectural description




The north front is the principal façade of the White House and consists of three floors and eleven bays. The ground floor is hidden by a raised carriage ramp and parapet[image: External link], thus the façade appears to be of two floors. The central three bays are behind a prostyle portico[image: External link] (this was a later addition to the house, built circa 1830) serving, thanks to the carriage ramp, as a porte cochere[image: External link]. The windows of the four bays flanking the portico, at first-floor level, have alternating pointed and segmented pediments[image: External link], while at second-floor level the pediments are flat. The principal entrance at the center of the portico is surmounted by a lunette[image: External link] fanlight[image: External link]. Above the entrance is a sculpted floral festoon[image: External link]. The roofline is hidden by a balustraded parapet[image: External link].

The mansion's southern façade is a combination of the Palladian[image: External link] and neoclassical styles of architecture. It is of three floors, all visible. The ground floor is rusticated[image: External link] in the Palladian fashion. At the center of the façade is a neoclassical projecting bow of three bays. The bow is flanked by five bays, the windows of which, as on the north façade, have alternating segmented and pointed pediments at first-floor level. The bow has a ground floor double staircase[image: External link] leading to an Ionic[image: External link] colonnaded[image: External link] loggia[image: External link] (with the Truman Balcony[image: External link] at second-floor level), known as the south portico. The more modern third floor is hidden by a balustraded parapet and plays no part in the composition of the façade.
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 Naming conventions




The building was originally variously referred to as the "President's Palace", "Presidential Mansion", or "President's House".[19] The earliest evidence of the public calling it the "White House" was recorded in 1811.[20] A myth emerged that during the rebuilding of the structure after the Burning of Washington, white paint was applied to mask the burn damage it had suffered,[21] giving the building its namesake hue.[22] The name "Executive Mansion" was used in official contexts until President Theodore Roosevelt[image: External link] established the formal name by having "White House–Washington" engraved on the stationery in 1901.[23][24] The current letterhead wording and arrangement "The White House" with the word "Washington" centered beneath goes back to the administration of Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link].[24]

Although the structure was not completed until some years after the presidency of George Washington, there is speculation that the name of the traditional residence of the President of the United States may have derived from Martha Washington's home, White House Plantation[image: External link] in Virginia, where the nation's first President had courted the First Lady in the mid-18th century.[25]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Evolution of the White House
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 Early use, the 1814 fire, and rebuilding




On Saturday, November 1, 1800, John Adams became the first president to take residence in the building.[17] During Adams' second day in the house, he wrote a letter to his wife Abigail, containing a prayer for the house. Adams wrote:


I pray Heaven to bestow the best of blessings on this House, and all that shall hereafter inhabit it. May none but honest and wise men ever rule under this roof.[26]



Franklin D. Roosevelt had Adams's blessing carved into the mantel in the State Dining Room.[26]

Adams lived in the house only briefly before Thomas Jefferson moved into the "pleasant country residence"[27] in 1801. Despite his complaints that the house was too big ("big enough for two emperors, one pope, and the grand lama in the bargain"[28]), Jefferson considered how the White House might be added to. With Benjamin Henry Latrobe[image: External link], he helped lay out the design for the East and West Colonnades, small wings that help conceal the domestic operations of laundry, a stable and storage.[17] Today, Jefferson's colonnades link the residence with the East and West Wings.[17]

In 1814, during the War of 1812, the White House was set ablaze by British troops[29] during the Burning of Washington, in retaliation for burning Upper Canada[image: External link]'s Parliament Buildings[image: External link] in the Battle of York[image: External link]; much of Washington was affected by these fires as well. Only the exterior walls remained, and they had to be torn down and mostly reconstructed because of weakening from the fire and subsequent exposure to the elements, except for portions of the south wall. Of the numerous objects taken from the White House when it was ransacked by British troops, only two have been recovered. Employees and slaves rescued a painting of George Washington,[29] and in 1939, a Canadian man returned a jewelry box to President Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link], claiming that his grandfather had taken it from Washington. Some observers allege that most of these spoils were lost when a convoy of British ships led by HMS Fantome[image: External link] sank en route to Halifax[image: External link] off Prospect[image: External link] during a storm on the night of November 24, 1814,[30][31] even though Fantome had no involvement in that action.[32]

After the fire, President James Madison resided in The Octagon House[image: External link] from 1814 to 1815, and then the Seven Buildings[image: External link] from 1815 to the end of his term.[33] Meanwhile, both architect Benjamin Henry Latrobe and Hoban contributed to the design and oversight of the reconstruction, which lasted from 1815 until 1817. The south portico[image: External link] was constructed in 1824 during the James Monroe[image: External link] administration; the north portico was built six years later.[17] Though Latrobe proposed similar porticos before the fire in 1814, both porticos were built as designed by Hoban.[34] An elliptical portico at Château de Rastignac[image: External link] in La Bachellerie, France with nearly identical curved stairs is speculated as the source of inspiration due to its similarity with the South Portico,[35] although this matter is one of great debate.[36] Italian artisans, brought to Washington to help in constructing the U.S. Capitol, carved the decorative stonework on both porticos. Contrary to speculation, the North Portico was not modeled on a similar portico on another Dublin building, the Viceregal Lodge[image: External link] (now Áras an Uachtaráin, residence of the President of Ireland[image: External link]), for its portico postdates the White House porticos' design.[35] For the North Portico, a variation on the Ionic Order[image: External link] was devised incorporating a swag of roses between the volutes. This was done to link the new portico with the earlier carved roses above the entrance.
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 Overcrowding and building the West Wing




By the time of the American Civil War, the White House had become overcrowded. The location of the White House was questioned, just north of a canal and swampy lands, which provided conditions ripe for malaria[image: External link] and other unhealthy conditions.[37] Brigadier General Nathaniel Michler was tasked to propose solutions to address these concerns. He proposed abandoning the use of the White House as a residence and designed a new estate for the first family at Meridian Hill in Washington, D.C., but Congress rejected the plan.[37]

When Chester Arthur[image: External link] took office in 1881, he ordered renovations to the White House to take place as soon as the recently widowed Lucretia Garfield[image: External link] moved out. Arthur inspected the work almost nightly and made several suggestions. Louis Comfort Tiffany[image: External link] was asked to send selected designers to assist. Over twenty wagonloads of furniture and household items were removed from the building and sold at a public auction[image: External link].[38] All that was saved were bust portraits of John Adams and Martin Van Buren[image: External link].[39] A proposal was made to build a new residence south of the White House, but it failed to gain support.

In the fall of 1882 work was done on the main corridor, including tinting the walls pale olive and adding squares of gold leaf[image: External link], and decorating the ceiling in gold and silver, and colorful traceries[image: External link] woven to spell "USA". The Red Room was painted a dull Pomeranian red, and its ceiling was decorated with gold, silver, and copper stars and stripes of red, white, and blue. A fifty-foot jeweled Tiffany[image: External link] glass screen, supported by imitation marble columns, replaced the glass doors that separated the main corridor from the north vestibule.[40][41]

In 1891, First Lady Caroline Harrison[image: External link] proposed major extensions to the White House, including a National Wing on the east for a historical art gallery, and a wing on the west for official functions.[37] A plan was devised by Colonel Theodore A. Bingham, which reflected the Harrison proposal.[37] These plans were ultimately rejected.

However, in 1902 Theodore Roosevelt[image: External link] hired McKim, Mead & White[image: External link] to carry out expansions and renovations in a neoclassical style suited to the building's architecture, removing the Tiffany screen and all Victorian additions.[42][43] Charles McKim[image: External link] himself designed and managed the project, which gave more living space to the President's large family by removing a staircase in the West Hall and moving executive office staff from the second floor of the residence into the new West Wing.[17]

President William Howard Taft[image: External link] enlisted the help of architect Nathan C. Wyeth[image: External link] to add additional space to the West Wing, which included the addition of the Oval Office[image: External link].[37] In 1925, Congress enacted legislation allowing the White House to accept gifts of furniture and art for the first time.[44] The West Wing was damaged by fire in 1929, but rebuilt during the remaining years of the Herbert Hoover[image: External link] presidency. In the 1930s, a second story was added, as well as a larger basement for White House staff, and President Franklin Roosevelt had the Oval Office moved to its present location: adjacent to the Rose Garden[image: External link].[17]
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 Truman reconstruction




Main article: White House Reconstruction[image: External link]


Decades of poor maintenance, the construction of a fourth story attic during the Coolidge administration, and the addition of a second-floor balcony over the south portico for Harry S. Truman[image: External link][45] took a great toll on the brick and sandstone structure built around a timber frame.[17] By 1948, the house was declared to be in imminent danger of collapse, forcing President Truman to commission a reconstruction and to live across the street at Blair House[image: External link] from 1949 to 1951.[46] The work, done by the firm of Philadelphia contractor John McShain[image: External link], required the complete dismantling of the interior spaces, construction of a new load-bearing internal steel frame and the reconstruction of the original rooms within the new structure.[45] The total cost of the renovations was about $5.7 million (US$ 53 million in 2017).[47] Some modifications to the floor plan were made, the largest being the repositioning of the grand staircase to open into the Entrance Hall, rather than the Cross Hall.[45] Central air conditioning was added, as well as two additional sub-basements providing space for workrooms, storage, and a bomb shelter.[17] The Trumans moved back into the White House on March 27, 1952.[17] While the house's structure was kept intact by the Truman reconstruction, much of the new interior finishes were generic, and of little historic value. Much of the original plasterwork, some dating back to the 1814–1816 rebuilding, was too damaged to reinstall, as was the original robust Beaux Arts paneling in the East Room. President Truman had the original timber frame sawed into paneling; the walls of the Vermeil Room[image: External link], Library[image: External link], China Room[image: External link], and Map Room[image: External link] on the ground floor of the main residence were paneled in wood from the timbers.[48]
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 Jacqueline Kennedy restoration




Jacqueline Kennedy[image: External link], wife of President John F. Kennedy[image: External link] (1961–63), directed a very extensive and historic redecoration of the house. She enlisted the help of Henry Francis du Pont[image: External link] of the Winterthur Museum[image: External link] to assist in collecting artifacts for the mansion, many of which had once been housed there.[49] Other antiques, fine paintings, and improvements of the Kennedy period were donated to the White House by wealthy philanthropists, including the Crowninshield family[image: External link], Jane Engelhard[image: External link], Jayne Wrightsman[image: External link], and the Oppenheimer family. Stéphane Boudin[image: External link] of the House of Jansen[image: External link], a Paris interior-design firm that had been recognized worldwide, was employed by Mrs. Kennedy to assist with the decoration.[49] Different periods of the early republic and world history were selected as a theme for each room: the Federal style for the Green Room[image: External link], French Empire for the Blue Room[image: External link], American Empire for the Red Room[image: External link], Louis XVI for the Yellow Oval Room[image: External link], and Victorian for the president's study, renamed the Treaty Room[image: External link]. Antique furniture was acquired, and decorative fabric and trim based on period documents was produced and installed. The Kennedy restoration resulted in a more authentic White House of grander stature, which recalled the French taste of Madison and Monroe.[49] In the Diplomatic Reception Room[image: External link] Mrs. Kennedy installed an antique "Vue de l'Amérique Nord" wall paper which Zuber & Cie[image: External link] had designed in 1834. The wallpaper had hung previously on the walls of another mansion until 1961 when that house was demolished for a grocery store. Just before the demolition, the wallpaper was salvaged and sold to the White House.

The first White House guidebook was produced under the direction of curator Lorraine Waxman Pearce with direct supervision from Mrs. Kennedy.[50] Sale of the guidebook helped finance the restoration.

Kennedy showed her restoration of the White House to the public in a televised tour of the house[image: External link] on Valentine's Day[image: External link] in 1962.[51]
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 The White House since the Kennedy restoration




Congress enacted legislation in September 1961 declaring the White House a museum. Furniture, fixtures, and decorative arts could now be declared either historic or of artistic interest by the President. This prevented them from being sold (as many objects in the executive mansion had been in the past 150 years). When not in use or display at the White House, these items were to be turned over to the Smithsonian Institution for preservation, study, storage, or exhibition. The White House retains the right to have these items returned.[52]

Out of respect for the historic character of the White House, no substantive architectural changes have been made to the house since the Truman renovation.[53] Since the Kennedy restoration, every presidential family has made some changes to the private quarters of the White House, but the Committee for the Preservation of the White House[image: External link] must approve any modifications to the State Rooms. Charged with maintaining the historical integrity of the White House, the congressionally authorized committee works with each First Family—usually represented by the First Lady, the White House Curator[image: External link], and the Chief Usher[image: External link]—to implement the family's proposals for altering the house.[54]

During the Nixon administration (1969–74), First Lady Pat Nixon[image: External link] refurbished the Green Room, Blue Room, and Red Room, working with Clement Conger, the curator appointed by President Richard Nixon[image: External link].[55] Mrs. Nixon's efforts brought more than 600 artifacts to the house, the largest acquisition by any administration.[56] Her husband created the modern press briefing room over Franklin Roosevelt[image: External link]'s old swimming pool.[57] Nixon also added a single-lane bowling alley to the White House basement.[58]

Computers and the first laser printer were added during the Carter administration, and the use of computer technology was expanded during the Reagan administration.[59] A Carter-era innovation, a set of solar water heating panels[image: External link] that were mounted on the roof of the White House, was removed during Reagan's presidency.[60][61] Redecorations were made to the private family quarters and maintenance was made to public areas during the Reagan years.[62] The house was accredited as a museum in 1988.[62]

In the 1990s, Bill[image: External link] and Hillary Clinton[image: External link] refurbished some rooms with the assistance of Arkansas decorator Kaki Hockersmith, including the Oval Office, the East Room, Blue Room, State Dining Room[image: External link], Lincoln Bedroom, and Lincoln Sitting Room.[63] During the administration of George W. Bush[image: External link], First Lady Laura Bush[image: External link] refurbished the Lincoln Bedroom in a style contemporary with the Lincoln era; the Green Room, Cabinet Room[image: External link], and theater were also refurbished.[63]

The White House became one of the first wheelchair-accessible government buildings in Washington when modifications were made during the presidency of Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link], who used a wheelchair because of his paralytic illness[image: External link]. In the 1990s, Hillary Clinton[image: External link], at the suggestion of Visitors Office Director Melinda N. Bates, approved the addition of a ramp in the East Wing corridor. It allowed easy wheelchair[image: External link] access for the public tours and special events that enter through the secure entrance building on the east side.

In 2003, the Bush administration reinstalled solar thermal heaters.[61] These units are used to heat water for landscape maintenance personnel and for the presidential pool and spa. 167 solar photovoltaic grid tied panels were installed at the same time on the roof of the maintenance facility. The changes were not publicized as a White House spokeswoman said the changes were an internal matter. The story was picked up by industry trade journals.[64]

In 2013, President Barack Obama installed a set of solar panels[image: External link] on the roof of the White House.[65][66]

The president usually travels to and from the White House grounds via official motorcade[image: External link] or helicopter. The journey by helicopter was inaugurated in the 1950s, when President Dwight D. Eisenhower[image: External link] began traveling on Marine One[image: External link] to and from his official residence.[67]
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 Layout and amenities




Today the group of buildings housing the presidency is known as the White House Complex. It includes the central Executive Residence[image: External link] flanked by the East Wing[image: External link] and West Wing[image: External link]. The Chief Usher[image: External link] coordinates day to day household operations. The White House includes: six stories and 55,000 ft2 (5,100 m2) of floor space, 132 rooms and 35 bathrooms, 412 doors, 147 windows, twenty-eight fireplaces, eight staircases, three elevators, five full-time chefs, a tennis court, a (single-lane) bowling alley (officially called the Harry S. Truman Bowling Alley), a movie theater (officially called the White House Family Theater[image: External link][68]), a jogging track, a swimming pool, and a putting green.[24] It receives up to 30,000 visitors each week.[69]
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 Executive Residence




Main article: Executive Residence[image: External link]


The original residence is in the center. Two colonnades[image: External link]—one on the east and one on the west—designed by Jefferson, now serve to connect the East and West Wings, added later. The Executive Residence[image: External link] houses the president's dwelling, as well as rooms for ceremonies and official entertaining. The State Floor of the residence building includes the East Room[image: External link], Green Room[image: External link], Blue Room[image: External link], Red Room[image: External link], State Dining Room[image: External link], Family Dining Room[image: External link], Cross Hall[image: External link], Entrance Hall[image: External link], and Grand Staircase[image: External link].[70] The Ground Floor is made up of the Diplomatic Reception Room[image: External link], Map Room[image: External link], China Room[image: External link], Vermeil Room[image: External link], Library[image: External link], the main kitchen, and other offices.[71] The second floor family residence includes the Yellow Oval Room[image: External link], East[image: External link] and West Sitting Halls[image: External link], the White House Master Bedroom, President's Dining Room[image: External link], the Treaty Room[image: External link], Lincoln Bedroom[image: External link] and Queens' Bedroom[image: External link], as well as two additional bedrooms, a smaller kitchen, and a private dressing room.[72] The third floor consists of the White House Solarium, Game Room, Linen Room, a Diet Kitchen, and another sitting room (previously used as President George W. Bush's workout room).[73]
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 West Wing




Main article: West Wing[image: External link]


The West Wing houses the President's office (the Oval Office[image: External link]) and offices of his senior staff, with room for about 50 employees. It also includes the Cabinet Room[image: External link], where the president conducts business meetings and where the Cabinet meets,[74] as well as the White House Situation Room[image: External link], James S. Brady Press Briefing Room[image: External link], and Roosevelt Room[image: External link].[75] In 2007, work was completed on renovations of the press briefing room, adding fiber optic[image: External link] cables and LCD[image: External link] screens for the display of charts and graphs.[76] The makeover took 11 months and cost $8 million, of which news outlets paid $2 million.[76] In September 2010, a two-year project[image: External link] began on the West Wing, creating a multistory underground structure;[77] this will be followed with additional renovation of the wing.[78]

The Oval Office, Roosevelt Room, and other portions of the West Wing were partially replicated on a sound stage[image: External link] and used as the setting[image: External link] for the popular television show The West Wing[image: External link].[79]
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 East Wing




Main article: East Wing[image: External link]


The East Wing, which contains additional office space, was added to the White House in 1942. Among its uses, the East Wing has intermittently housed the offices and staff of the First Lady[image: External link], and the White House Social Office. Rosalynn Carter[image: External link], in 1977, was the first to place her personal office in the East Wing and to formally call it the "Office of the First Lady". The East Wing was built during World War II in order to hide the construction of an underground bunker to be used in emergencies. The bunker has come to be known as the Presidential Emergency Operations Center[image: External link].
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 Grounds




The White House and grounds cover just over 18 acres (about 7.3 hectares). Before the construction of the North Portico, most public events were entered from the South Lawn[image: External link], which was graded and planted by Thomas Jefferson. Jefferson also drafted a planting plan for the North Lawn[image: External link] that included large trees that would have mostly obscured the house from Pennsylvania Avenue. During the mid-to-late 19th century a series of ever larger greenhouses[image: External link] were built on the west side of the house, where the current West Wing is located. During this period, the North Lawn was planted with ornate carpet-style flowerbeds. The general layout of the White House grounds today is based on the 1935 design by Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr.[image: External link] of the Olmsted Brothers[image: External link] firm, commissioned by President Franklin D. Roosevelt. During the Kennedy administration, the White House Rose Garden[image: External link] was redesigned by Rachel Lambert Mellon[image: External link]. The Rose Garden borders the West Colonnade. Bordering the East Colonnade is the Jacqueline Kennedy Garden[image: External link], which was begun by Jacqueline Kennedy[image: External link] but completed after her husband's assassination. On the weekend of June 23, 2006, a century-old American Elm (Ulmus americana L.)[image: External link] tree on the north side of the building, came down during one of the many storms amid intense flooding[image: External link]. Among the oldest trees on the grounds are several magnolias (Magnolia grandiflora[image: External link]) planted by Andrew Jackson. Michelle Obama planted the White House's first organic garden and installed beehives on the South Lawn of the White House, which will supply organic produce and honey to the First Family and for state dinners and other official gatherings.[80]
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 Public access and security




See also: White House Visitors Office[image: External link] and List of White House security breaches[image: External link]
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 Historical accessibility




Like the English and Irish country houses it was modeled on, the White House was, from the start, open to the public until the early part of the 20th century. President Thomas Jefferson held an open house for his second inaugural in 1805, and many of the people at his swearing-in ceremony at the Capitol followed him home, where he greeted them in the Blue Room[image: External link]. Those open houses sometimes became rowdy: in 1829, President Andrew Jackson[image: External link] had to leave for a hotel when roughly 20,000 citizens celebrated his inauguration inside the White House. His aides ultimately had to lure the mob outside with washtubs filled with a potent cocktail of orange juice and whiskey. Even so, the practice continued until 1885, when newly elected Grover Cleveland[image: External link] arranged for a presidential review of the troops from a grandstand in front of the White House instead of the traditional open house. Jefferson also permitted public tours of his house, which have continued ever since, except during wartime, and began the tradition of annual receptions on New Year's Day and on the Fourth of July. Those receptions ended in the early 1930s, although President Bill Clinton[image: External link] would briefly revive the New Year's Day open house in his first term.

The White House remained accessible in other ways; President Abraham Lincoln complained that he was constantly beleaguered by job seekers waiting to ask him for political appointments or other favors, or eccentric dispensers of advice like "General" Daniel Pratt[image: External link], as he began the business day. Lincoln put up with the annoyance rather than risk alienating some associate or friend of a powerful politician or opinion maker.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Aviation incidents




In February 1974, a stolen army helicopter landed without authorization on the White House's grounds.[81] Twenty years later, in 1994, a light plane crashed on the White House grounds, and the pilot died instantly.[82]

As a result of increased security regarding air traffic in the capital, the White House was evacuated in May 2005 before an unauthorized aircraft could approach the grounds.[83]
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 Closure of Pennsylvania Avenue




On May 20, 1995, primarily as a response to the Oklahoma City bombing[image: External link] of April 19, 1995, the United States Secret Service[image: External link] closed off Pennsylvania Avenue to vehicular traffic in front of the White House from the eastern edge of Lafayette Park to 17th Street. Later, the closure was extended an additional block to the east to 15th Street, and East Executive Avenue, a small street between the White House and the Treasury Building.

After September 11, 2001[image: External link], this was made permanent in addition to closing E Street between the South Portico of the White House and the Ellipse.[84] In response to the Boston Marathon bombing[image: External link] the road was closed to the public in its entirety for a period of two days.

The Pennsylvania Avenue closing has been opposed by organized civic groups in Washington, D.C. They argue that the closing impedes traffic flow unnecessarily and is inconsistent with the well-conceived historic plan for the city. As for security considerations, they note that the White House is set much farther back from the street than numerous other sensitive federal buildings are.[85]

Prior to its inclusion within the fenced compound that now includes the Old Executive Office Building[image: External link] to the west and the Treasury Building to the east, this sidewalk served as a queuing area for the daily public tours of the White House. These tours were suspended in the wake of the September 11 attacks[image: External link]. In September 2003, they resumed on a limited basis for groups making prior arrangements through their Congressional representatives or embassies in Washington for foreign nationals and submitting to background checks, but the White House remained closed to the public.[86] White House tours were suspended for most of 2013 due to budget constraints after sequestration[image: External link].[87] The White House reopened to the public in November 2013.[88]
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 Protection




The White House Complex is protected by the United States Secret Service[image: External link] and the United States Park Police[image: External link].

NASAMS[image: External link] (Norwegian Advanced Surface to Air Missile System) were used to guard air space over Washington, D.C. during the 2005 presidential inauguration. The same NASAMS units have since been used to protect the president and all air space around the White House, which is strictly prohibited to aircraft.[89][90]
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 See also






	Camp David[image: External link]

	Germantown White House

	Graphics and Calligraphy Office[image: External link]

	List of largest houses in the United States[image: External link]

	List of National Historic Landmarks in Washington, D.C.[image: External link]

	List of residences of Presidents of the United States[image: External link]

	List of residences of Presidents of the United States#Western White House[image: External link]

	
Number One Observatory Circle[image: External link], residence of the Vice President

	Reported White House ghosts[image: External link]

	Category:Rooms in the White House[image: External link]

	White House Acquisition Trust[image: External link]

	White House Chief Calligrapher[image: External link]

	White House Chief Floral Designer[image: External link]

	White House Christmas tree[image: External link]

	White House Communications Agency[image: External link]

	White House Endowment Trust[image: External link]
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	White House History[image: External link]

	White House Social Secretary[image: External link]
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Smithsonian Institution Building







	For similar uses and terms, see Smithsonian (disambiguation)[image: External link].



The Smithsonian Institution Building, located near the National Mall in Washington, D.C. behind the National Museum of African Art and the Sackler Gallery[image: External link], houses the Smithsonian Institution's administrative offices and information center. The building is constructed of Seneca red[image: External link] sandstone[image: External link] in the faux Norman[image: External link] style (a 12th-century combination of late Romanesque[image: External link] and early Gothic[image: External link] motifs; built in the Gothic and Romanesque[image: External link] revival[image: External link] styles) and is nicknamed The Castle. It was designated a National Historic Landmark[image: External link] in 1965.[2]
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 History




The Castle was the first Smithsonian building, designed by architect James Renwick, Jr.[image: External link], whose other works include St. Patrick's Cathedral[image: External link] in New York City[image: External link] and the Smithsonian's Renwick Gallery, also in Washington D.C. The building committee held a nationwide design competition in 1846 and selected Renwick's design by a unanimous vote. A cardboard model of Renwick's winning design survives and is on display in the Castle. Renwick was assisted by Robert Mills[image: External link],[3] particularly in the internal arrangement of the building.[4]

Initially intended to be built in white marble, then in yellow sandstone,[4] the architect and building committee finally settled on Seneca red sandstone from the Seneca Quarry[image: External link] in Montgomery County, Maryland. The redstone was substantially less expensive than granite or marble, and while initially easy to work, was found to harden to a satisfactory degree on exposure to the elements.[5] Scholarly evidence indicates it is likely that slaves were employed at Seneca in quarrying stone for the Castle, though no evidence has surfaced that slaves were involved in the actual Castle construction.[6]

The building committee selected Gilbert Cameron as the general contractor, and construction began in 1847. The East Wing was completed in 1849 and occupied by Secretary Joseph Henry[image: External link] and his family. The West Wing was completed later the same year. A structural collapse in 1850 of partly completed work raised questions of workmanship and resulted in a change to fireproof construction. The Castle's exterior was completed in 1852; Renwick's work was completed and he withdrew from further participation. Cameron continued the interior work, which he completed in 1855.[3]

Despite the upgraded fireproof construction, a fire in 1865 caused extensive damage to the upper floor of the building, destroying the correspondence of James Smithson[image: External link], Henry's papers, two hundred oil paintings of American Indians by John Mix Stanley[image: External link], the Regent's Room and the lecture hall, and the contents of the public libraries of Alexandria, Virginia and Beaufort, South Carolina[image: External link], confiscated by Union forces during the American Civil War. The ensuing renovation was undertaken by local Washington architect Adolf Cluss[image: External link] in 1865-67. Further fireproofing work ensued in 1883, also by Cluss, who by this time had designed the neighboring Arts and Industries Building. A third and fourth floor were added to the East Wing, and a third floor to the West Wing. Electric lighting was installed in 1895.[3]

Around 1900 the wooden floor of the Great Hall was replaced with terrazzo[image: External link] and a Children's Museum was installed near the south entrance. A tunnel connected to the Arts and Industries Building. A general renovation took place in 1968-70 to install modern electrical systems, elevators and heating, ventilation and air conditioning systems.[3] The Enid A. Haupt Garden[image: External link] was dedicated in 1987, along with the Renwick Gate facing Independence Avenue, built from Seneca redstone retrieved from the demolished D.C. Jail. [7]
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James Renwick designed the Castle as the focal point of a picturesque landscape on the Mall, using elements from Georg Moller[image: External link]'s Denkmäler der deutschen Baukunst. Renwick originally intended to detail the building with entirely American sculptural flora in the manner of Benjamin Henry Latrobe[image: External link]'s work at the United States Capitol, but the final work used conventional pattern-book designs.[4]

The building is completed in the Gothic Revival[image: External link] style with Romanesque[image: External link] motifs. This style was chosen to evoke the Collegiate Gothic[image: External link] in England and the ideas of knowledge and wisdom. The façade is built with red sandstone from the Seneca quarry[image: External link] in Seneca, Maryland[image: External link] in contrast to the granite, marble and yellow sandstone from the other major buildings in Washington, D.C.[5]

The building comprises a central section, two extensions or ranges, and two wings. Four towers contain occupiable space, while five smaller towers are primarily decorative, although some contain stairs. As constructed, the central section contained the main entry and museum space (now the Great Hall), with a basement beneath and a large lecture room above. Two galleries on the second floor were used to display artifacts and art. This area is now the Visitor’s Information and Associates’ Reception area. The East Range contained laboratory space on the first floor and research space on the second. The East Wing contained storage space on the first floor and a suite of rooms on the second as an apartment for the Secretary of the Smithsonian. This space is currently used as administrative offices and archives. The West Range was one story and used as a reading room. The West Wing, known as the chapel, was used as a library.[3] The West Wing and Range are now used as a quiet room for visitors to go.

On the exterior, the principal tower on the south side is 91 feet (28 m) high and 37 feet (11 m) square. On the north side there are two towers, the taller on 145 feet (44 m) tall. A campanile[image: External link] at the northeast corner is 17 feet (5.2 m) square and 117 feet (36 m) tall.[3]

The plan allowed for expansion at either end, a major reason for the informal medievally-inspired design, which would not suffer if asymmetrically developed.[4]
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 Current use




The Smithsonian Castle houses the administrative offices of the Smithsonian. The main Smithsonian visitor center is also located here, with interactive displays and maps. Computers electronically answer most common questions. A crypt just inside the north entrance houses the tomb of James Smithson[image: External link].[8]
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Seneca Quarry[image: External link], the source of red sandstone for the Smithsonian Castle, listed on the National Register of Historic Places[image: External link]
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Lincoln Memorial






"Lincoln monument" redirects here. For other uses, see Lincoln (disambiguation) § Other uses[image: External link].

For the Memorial Building in Kentucky, see Abraham Lincoln Birthplace National Historical Park[image: External link].



The Lincoln Memorial is an American national monument built to honor the 16th President of the United States, Abraham Lincoln. It is located on the western end of the National Mall in Washington, D.C., across from the Washington Monument. The architect was Henry Bacon[image: External link]; the designer of the primary statue – Abraham Lincoln[image: External link], 1920 – was Daniel Chester French[image: External link]; the Lincoln statue was carved by the Piccirilli Brothers[image: External link];[2] and the painter of the interior murals was Jules Guerin[image: External link]. Dedicated in 1922, it is one of several monuments built to honor an American president[image: External link]. It has always been a major tourist attraction and since the 1930s has been a symbolic center focused on race relations[image: External link].

The building is in the form of a Greek Doric[image: External link] temple and contains a large seated sculpture of Abraham Lincoln and inscriptions of two well-known speeches by Lincoln, "The Gettysburg Address[image: External link]" and his Second Inaugural Address[image: External link]. The memorial has been the site of many famous speeches, including Martin Luther King Jr.[image: External link]'s "I Have a Dream[image: External link]" speech, delivered on August 28, 1963, during the rally at the end of the March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom.

Like other monuments on the National Mall – including the nearby Vietnam Veterans Memorial, Korean War Veterans Memorial, and National World War II Memorial – the memorial is administered by the National Park Service under its National Mall and Memorial Parks group. It has been listed on the National Register of Historic Places[image: External link] since October 15, 1966. It is open to the public 24 hours a day. In 2007, it was ranked seventh on the List of America's Favorite Architecture[image: External link] by the American Institute of Architects. Since 2010, approximately 6 million people visit the memorial annually.[3]
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The first public memorial to Abraham Lincoln in Washington, D.C., was a statue[image: External link] by Lot Flannery[image: External link] erected in front of the District of Columbia City Hall[image: External link] in 1868, three years after Lincoln's assassination.[4][5] Demands for a fitting national memorial had been voiced since the time of Lincoln's death. In 1867, Congress[image: External link] passed the first of many bills incorporating a commission to erect a monument for the sixteenth president. An American sculptor, Clark Mills[image: External link], was chosen to design the monument. His plans reflected the nationalistic spirit of the time, and called for a 70-foot (21 m) structure adorned with six equestrian and 31 pedestrian statues of colossal proportions, crowned by a 12-foot (3.7 m) statue of Abraham Lincoln. Subscriptions for the project were insufficient.[6]

The matter lay dormant until the start of the 20th century, when, under the leadership of Senator Shelby M. Cullom[image: External link] of Illinois, six separate bills were introduced in Congress for the incorporation of a new memorial commission. The first five bills, proposed in the years 1901, 1902, and 1908, met with defeat because of opposition from Speaker Joe Cannon[image: External link]. The sixth bill (Senate Bill 9449), introduced on December 13, 1910, passed. The Lincoln Memorial Commission had its first meeting the following year and U.S. President William H. Taft[image: External link] was chosen as the commission's president. Progress continued at a steady pace and by 1913 Congress had approved of the Commission's choice of design and location.[6]

There were questions regarding the commission's plan. Many thought that architect Henry Bacon's Greek temple design was far too ostentatious for a man of Lincoln's humble character. Instead they proposed a simple log cabin shrine. The site too did not go unopposed. The recently reclaimed land in West Potomac Park was seen by many to be either too swampy or too inaccessible. Other sites, such as Union Station[image: External link], were put forth. The Commission stood firm in its recommendation, feeling that the Potomac Park location, situated on the Washington Monument-Capitol axis, overlooking the Potomac River and surrounded by open land, was ideal. Furthermore, the Potomac Park site had already been designated in the McMillan Plan of 1901 to be the location of a future monument comparable to that of the Washington Monument.[6][7]

With Congressional approval and a $300,000 allocation, the project got underway. On February 12, 1914, a dedication ceremony was conducted and the following month the actual construction began. Work progressed steadily according to schedule. Some changes were made to the plan. The statue of Lincoln, originally designed to be 10 feet (3.0 m) tall, was enlarged to 19 feet (5.8 m) to prevent it from being overwhelmed by the huge chamber. As late as 1920, the decision was made to substitute an open portal for the bronze and glass grille which was to have guarded the entrance. Despite these changes, the Memorial was finished on schedule. Commission president William H. Taft – who was then Chief Justice of the United States – dedicated the Memorial on May 30, 1922 and presented it to President Warren G. Harding[image: External link], who accepted it on behalf of the American people. Lincoln's only surviving son, 78-year-old Robert Todd Lincoln[image: External link], was in attendance.[8]

The Memorial was listed on the National Register of Historic Places[image: External link] on October 15, 1966.[9]
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 Exterior




The exterior of the Memorial echoes a classic Greek temple[image: External link] and features Yule marble[image: External link] from Colorado. The structure measures 189.7 by 118.5 feet (57.8 by 36.1 m) and is 99 feet (30 m) tall. It is surrounded by a peristyle[image: External link] of 36 fluted[image: External link] Doric columns[image: External link], one for each of the 36 states in the Union at the time of Lincoln's death, and two columns in-antis[image: External link] at the entrance behind the colonnade[image: External link]. The columns stand 44 feet (13 m) tall with a base diameter of 7.5 feet (2.3 m). Each column is built from 12 drums including the capital[image: External link]. The columns, like the exterior walls and facades, are inclined slightly toward the building's interior. This is to compensate for perspective distortions which would otherwise make the memorial appear to bulge out at the top when compared with the bottom, a common feature of Ancient Greek architecture[image: External link].[10]

Above the colonnade, inscribed on the frieze[image: External link], are the names of the 36 states in the Union at the time of Lincoln's death and the dates in which they entered the Union.[Note 1] Their names are separated by double wreath medallions in bas-relief[image: External link]. The cornice[image: External link] is composed of a carved scroll regularly interspersed with projecting lions' heads and ornamented with palmetto cresting along the upper edge. Above this on the attic frieze are inscribed the names of the 48 states present at the time of the Memorial's dedication. A bit higher is a garland[image: External link] joined by ribbons and palm leaves, supported by the wings of eagles. All ornamentation on the friezes and cornices was done by Ernest C. Bairstow[image: External link].[10]

The Memorial is anchored in a concrete foundation, 44 to 66 feet (13 to 20 m) in depth, constructed by M. F. Comer and Company and the National Foundation and Engineering Company, and is encompassed by a 187-by-257-foot (57 by 78 m) rectangular granite retaining wall[image: External link] measuring 14 feet (4.3 m) in height.[10]

Leading up to the shrine on the east side are the main steps. Beginning at the edge of the Reflecting Pool, the steps rise to the Lincoln Memorial Circle roadway surrounding the edifice, then to the main portal, intermittently spaced with a series of platforms. Flanking the steps as they approach the entrance are two buttresses each crowned with an 11-foot (3.4 m) tall tripod carved from pink Tennessee marble[image: External link][10] by the Piccirilli Brothers.[11]
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 Interior




The Memorial's interior is divided into three chambers by two rows of four Ionic columns[image: External link], each 50 feet (15 m) tall and 5.5 feet (1.7 m) across at their base. The central chamber, housing the statue of Lincoln, is 60 feet wide, 74 feet deep, and 60 feet high.[12] The north and south chambers display carved inscriptions of Lincoln's second inaugural address[image: External link] and his Gettysburg Address[image: External link].[Note 2] Bordering these inscriptions are pilasters[image: External link] ornamented with fasces, eagles, and wreaths. The inscriptions and adjoining ornamentation are by Evelyn Beatrice Longman[image: External link].[10]

The Memorial is replete with symbolic elements. The 36 columns represent the states of the Union at the time of Lincoln's death; the 48 stone festoons above the columns represent the 48 states in 1922. Inside, each inscription is surmounted by a 60-by-12-foot (18.3 by 3.7 m) mural by Jules Guerin[image: External link] portraying principles seen as evident in Lincoln's life: Freedom, Liberty, Immortality, Justice, and the Law on the south wall; Unity, Fraternity, and Charity on the north. Cypress trees, representing Eternity, are in the murals' backgrounds. The murals' paint incorporated kerosene and wax to protect the exposed artwork from fluctuations in temperature and moisture.[13]

The ceiling consists of bronze girders ornamented with laurel and oak leaves. Between these are panels of Alabama marble[image: External link], saturated with paraffin[image: External link] to increase translucency. But feeling that the statue required even more light, Bacon and French designed metal slats for the ceiling to conceal floodlights, which could be modulated to supplement the natural light; this modification was installed in 1929. The one major alteration since was the addition of a handicapped elevator in the 1970s.[13]
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 Statue






	
IN THIS TEMPLE

AS IN THE HEARTS OF THE PEOPLE

FOR WHOM HE SAVED THE UNION

THE MEMORY OF ABRAHAM LINCOLN

IS ENSHRINED FOREVER





	Epitaph by Royal Cortissoz[image: External link]





Main article: Abraham Lincoln (1920 statue)[image: External link]


Lying between the north and south chambers is the central hall containing the solitary figure of Lincoln sitting in contemplation. The statue was carved by the Piccirilli Brothers[image: External link] under the supervision of the sculptor, Daniel Chester French[image: External link], and took four years to complete. The statue, originally intended to be only 10 feet (3.0 m) tall, was, on further consideration, enlarged so that it finally stood 19 feet (5.8 m) tall from head to foot, the scale being such that if Lincoln were standing, he would be 28 feet (8.5 m) tall. The widest span of the statue corresponds to its height. Of Georgia white marble, it weighs 175 short tons[image: External link] (159  t[image: External link]) and was shipped in twenty-eight pieces.[13]

The statue rests upon an oblong pedestal of Tennessee marble 10 feet (3.0 m) high, 16 feet (4.9 m) wide, and 17 feet (5.2 m) deep. Directly beneath this lies a platform of Tennessee marble about 34.5 feet (10.5 m) long, 28 feet (8.5 m) wide, and 6.5 inches (0.17 m) high. Lincoln's arms rest on representations of Roman fasces[image: External link], a subtle touch that associates the statue with the Augustan (and imperial) theme (obelisk and funerary monuments) of the Washington Mall.[14] The statue is discretely bordered by two pilasters, one on each side. Between these pilasters, and above Lincoln's head, is engraved an epitaph of Lincoln[13] by Royal Cortissoz[image: External link].[15]
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 Sculptural features




The sculpture has been at the center of two urban legends[image: External link]. Some have claimed that the face of General Robert E. Lee[image: External link] was carved onto the back of Lincoln's head,[16] and looks back across the Potomac toward his former home, Arlington House[image: External link], now within the bounds of Arlington National Cemetery[image: External link]. Another popular legend is that Lincoln is shown using sign language[image: External link] to represent his initials, with his left hand shaped to form an "A" and his right hand to form an "L", the president's initials. The National Park Service denies both legends.[16]

However, historian Gerald Prokopowicz writes that, while it is not clear that sculptor Daniel Chester French intended Lincoln's hands to be formed into sign language versions of his initials, it is possible that French did intend it, because he was familiar with American Sign Language, and he would have had a reason to do so, that is, to pay tribute to Lincoln for having signed the federal legislation giving Gallaudet University, a university for the deaf, the authority to grant college degrees.[17] The National Geographic Society's publication, "Pinpointing the Past in Washington, D.C." states that Daniel Chester French had a son who was deaf and that the sculptor was familiar with sign language.[18][19] Historian James A. Percoco has observed that, although there are no extant documents showing that French had Lincoln's hands carved to represent the letters "A" and "L" in American Sign Language, "I think you can conclude that it's reasonable to have that kind of summation about the hands."[20]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Sacred space




As Sandage (1993) demonstrates, the Memorial has become a symbolically sacred venue especially for the Civil Rights Movement. In 1939, the Daughters of the American Revolution[image: External link] refused to allow the African-American contralto[image: External link] Marian Anderson[image: External link] to perform before an integrated audience at the organization's Constitution Hall[image: External link]. At the suggestion of Eleanor Roosevelt[image: External link], the wife of President Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link], Harold L. Ickes[image: External link], the Secretary of the Interior, arranged for a performance on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial on Easter Sunday of that year, to a live audience of 70,000, and a nationwide radio audience.

On August 28, 1963, the memorial grounds were the site of the March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom, which proved to be a high point of the American Civil Rights Movement[image: External link]. It is estimated that approximately 250,000 people came to the event, where they heard Martin Luther King Jr.[image: External link], deliver his historic speech, "I Have a Dream[image: External link]", before the memorial honoring the president who had issued the Emancipation Proclamation 100 years earlier. King's speech, with its language of patriotism and its evocation of Lincoln's Gettysburg Address, was meant to match the symbolism of the Lincoln Memorial as a monument to national unity.[21] The D.C. police also appreciated the location because it was surrounded on three sides by water, so that any incident could be easily contained.[22] Twenty years later, on August 28, 1983, crowds gathered again to mark the 20th Anniversary Mobilization for Jobs, Peace and Freedom, to reflect on progress in gaining civil rights for African Americans and to commit to correcting continuing injustices. The "I Have a Dream" speech is such a part of the Lincoln Memorial story, that the spot on which King stood, on the landing eighteen steps below Lincoln's statue, was engraved in 2003 in recognition of the 40th anniversary of the event.

At the memorial on May 9, 1970, President Richard Nixon[image: External link] had a middle-of-the-night impromptu, brief meeting with protesters[image: External link] who, just days after the Kent State shootings[image: External link], were preparing to march against the Vietnam War[image: External link].
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 Vandalism




In September 1962, vandals painted the words "nigger lover[image: External link]" in foot-high pink letters on the rear wall.[23]

On the morning of July 26, 2013, the memorial was shut down after the statue's base and legs were splashed with green paint.[24] It reopened later that day.[25] A 58-year-old Chinese national, Jiamei Tian, was later found responsible for the vandalism. Following her arrest at the Washington National Cathedral, she was admitted to St. Elizabeths Hospital[image: External link], a psychiatric facility, and was later found to be incompetent to stand trial; she has since been released from the hospital.[26]
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 In popular culture




As one of the most prominent American monuments, the Lincoln Memorial is often featured in books, films, and television shows that take place in Washington; by 2003 it had appeared in over 60 films,[27] and in 2009, Mark S. Reinhart compiled some short sketches of dozens of uses of the Memorial in film and television.[28]

Some examples of films include Mr. Smith Goes to Washington[image: External link], in a key scene where the statue and its inscription provide inspiration to freshman Senator Jefferson Smith, played by James Stewart[image: External link][29] – the Park Service did not want director Frank Capra[image: External link] to film at the Memorial, so he sent a large crew elsewhere as a distraction while a smaller crew filmed Stewart and Jean Arthur[image: External link] at the Memorial;[30] The Day the Earth Stood Still[image: External link], a science fiction film in which the alien Klaatu visits the Memorial and is impressed by Lincoln's words carved there; the 2001 version of Planet of the Apes[image: External link]; X-Men: First Class[image: External link]; the 2011 film Transformers: Dark of the Moon[image: External link], where Megatron[image: External link] destroys the statue of Lincoln and then sits on the chair as a throne; [31] and the 2016 horror movie The Purge: Election Year[image: External link], in which the Lincoln Memorial is shown with dead and burning bodies on the steps and the columns defaced with giant letters that spell out "PURGE", written in human blood.[32]

Other films and television programs which have featured the Memorial include In the Line of Fire[image: External link]; National Treasure[image: External link], in which the main characters discuss the possibility of stealing the Declaration of Independence while sitting on the steps of the Memorial; the comedy Night at the Museum: Battle of the Smithsonian[image: External link], where the statue of Lincoln helps defeat the Horus warriors; the "Mr. Lisa Goes to Washington[image: External link]" episode of The Simpsons[image: External link];[33] the scene from Forrest Gump[image: External link], in which Forrest (Tom Hanks[image: External link]) delivers a speech standing on a podium in front of the Memorial facing the reflecting pool; and the 2013 film White House Down[image: External link], in which the President (Jamie Foxx[image: External link]) requests a fly-by of the Lincoln Memorial, at both the beginning and the end of the movie to pay homage to his hero.[29]

Many of the appearances of the Lincoln Memorial are actually digital visual effects[image: External link], due to restrictive filming rules.[33] As of 2017, according to the National Park Service, "Filming/photography is prohibited above the white marble steps and the interior chamber of the Lincoln Memorial."[34]

Mitchell Newton-Matza argued in 2016, "Reflecting its cherished place in the hearts of Americans, the Lincoln Memorial has often been featured prominently in popular culture, especially motion pictures."[35] According to Tracey Gold Bennett, "The majesty of the Lincoln Memorial is a big draw for film location scouts, producers, and directors because this landmark has appeared in a considerable number of films."[36]

Jay Sacher writes:


From high to low, the memorial is cultural shorthand for both American ideals and 1960s radicalism. From Forrest Gump[image: External link]'s Zelig[image: External link]-like insertion into anti-war rallies on the steps of the memorial, to the villainous Decepticon[image: External link] robots discarding the Lincoln statue and claiming it as a throne....The memorial's place in the culture is assured even as it is parodied.[33]
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 Depictions on U.S. currency




From 1959 (the 150th anniversary of Lincoln's birth) to 2008, the memorial, with statue visible through the columns, was depicted on the reverse of the United States one cent[image: External link] coin, which bears a bust of Lincoln on its front.

The memorial has appeared on the back of the U.S. five dollar bill[image: External link] since 1929. The front of the bill bears Lincoln's portrait.
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 See also





	List of areas in the United States National Park System

	National Register of Historic Places listings in the District of Columbia[image: External link]
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Informational notes



	
^ The date for Ohio was incorrectly entered as 1802, as opposed to the correct year, 1803.


	
^ In the line from the second inaugural, "With high hope for the future," the F in FUTURE was carved as an E. To obscure this error the spurious bottom line of the E is not painted in with black paint.
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Washington National Cathedral






The Cathedral Church of Saint Peter and Saint Paul in the City and Diocese of Washington, commonly known as Washington National Cathedral, is a cathedral[image: External link] of the Episcopal Church located in Washington, D.C., the capital of the United States.[1][2] Of Neo-Gothic[image: External link] design closely modeled on English Gothic style of the late fourteenth century, it is the sixth-largest cathedral in the world,[citation needed[image: External link]] the second-largest in the United States,[3] and the highest as well as the fourth-tallest structure in Washington, D.C. The cathedral is the seat[image: External link] of both the Presiding Bishop[image: External link] of the Episcopal Church, Michael Bruce Curry[image: External link], and the Bishop of the Diocese of Washington[image: External link], Mariann Edgar Budde[image: External link]. In 2009, nearly 400,000 visitors toured the structure. Average attendance at Sunday services in 2009 was 1,667, the highest of all domestic parishes in the Episcopal Church that year.[4]

The Protestant Episcopal Cathedral Foundation[image: External link], under the first seven Bishops of Washington, erected the cathedral under a charter passed by the United States Congress on January 6, 1893.[5] Construction began on September 29, 1907, when the foundation stone[image: External link] was laid in the presence of President Theodore Roosevelt[image: External link] and a crowd of more than 20,000, and ended 83 years later when the "final finial[image: External link]" was placed in the presence of President George H. W. Bush[image: External link] in 1990. Decorative work, such as carvings and statuary, is ongoing as of 2011. The Foundation is the legal entity of which all institutions on the Cathedral Close are a part; its corporate staff provides services for the institutions to help enable their missions, conducts work of the Foundation itself that is not done by the other entities, and serves as staff for the Board of Trustees.

The Cathedral stands at Massachusetts and Wisconsin Avenues[image: External link] in the northwest quadrant[image: External link] of Washington. It is an associate member of the recently organized inter-denominational Washington Theological Consortium[image: External link].[6] It is listed on the National Register of Historic Places[image: External link]. In 2007, it was ranked third on the List of America's Favorite Architecture[image: External link] by the American Institute of Architects.[7]
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In 1792, Pierre L'Enfant[image: External link]'s "Plan of the Federal City" set aside land for a "great church for national purposes." The National Portrait Gallery now occupies that site. In 1891, a meeting was held to renew plans for a national cathedral. On January 6, 1893, the Protestant Episcopal Cathedral Foundation of the District of Columbia was granted a charter from Congress to establish the cathedral. The 52nd United States Congress[image: External link] declared in the act to incorporate the Protestant Episcopal Cathedral Foundation of the District of Columbia that the "said corporation is hereby empowered to establish and maintain within the District of Columbia a cathedral and institutions of learning for the promotion of religion and education and charity."[8] The commanding site on Mount Saint Alban was chosen. Henry Yates Satterlee[image: External link], first Episcopal Bishop of the Diocese of Washington, chose George Frederick Bodley[image: External link], Britain's[image: External link] leading Anglican[image: External link] church architect[image: External link], as the head architect. Henry Vaughan[image: External link] was selected supervising architect.

Construction started September 29, 1907, with a ceremonial address by President Theodore Roosevelt[image: External link] and the laying of the cornerstone. In 1912, Bethlehem Chapel opened for services in the unfinished cathedral, which have continued daily ever since. When construction of the cathedral resumed after a brief hiatus for World War I[image: External link], both Bodley and Vaughan had died. Gen. John J. Pershing[image: External link] led fundraising efforts for the church after World War I. American architect Philip Hubert Frohman[image: External link] took over the design of the cathedral and was thenceforth designated the principal architect. Funding for the National Cathedral has come entirely from private sources. Maintenance and upkeep continue to rely entirely upon private support.
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 National House of Prayer




The United States Congress has designated the "Washington National Cathedral" as the "National House of Prayer."[9] During World War II, monthly services were held there "on behalf of a united people in a time of emergency." Before and since, the structure has hosted other major events, both religious and secular, that have drawn the attention of the American people, as well as tourists from around the world.
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 Major events
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 Major services




State funerals for three American Presidents have been held at the cathedral:[10]


	34th President Dwight D. Eisenhower[image: External link] (1969): Eisenhower lay in repose[image: External link] at the cathedral before lying in state[image: External link]


	State funeral of the 40th President, Ronald Reagan[image: External link] (2004)[11]


	State funeral of the 38th President, Gerald Ford[image: External link] (2007)



Memorial services were also held for the following former presidents:


	(29th) Warren G. Harding[image: External link]


	(27th) William Howard Taft[image: External link]


	(30th) Calvin Coolidge[image: External link]


	(33rd) Harry S. Truman[image: External link]


	(37th) Richard Nixon[image: External link]


	(38th) Gerald Ford[image: External link].[10]




Presidential prayer services were held the day after the inaugurations for the following U.S. Commander-in-Chiefs[image: External link]:


	32nd President Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link] in January 1937

	40th President Ronald Reagan[image: External link] in 1985

	41st President George H. W. Bush[image: External link] in 1989

	43rd President George W. Bush[image: External link] in 2001 and 2005

	44th President Barack Obama[image: External link] in 2009 and 2013

	45th President Donald Trump[image: External link] in 2017[12]




Other events include:


	Funeral for former first lady Edith Bolling Galt Wilson[image: External link] (1961)[10]


	Memorial service for former first lady Eleanor Roosevelt[image: External link] (1962)[10]


	Memorial service for the casualties of the Vietnam War on November 14, 1982

	Public funeral for Chief of Naval Operations, United States Navy[image: External link], Admiral Jeremy Michael Boorda[image: External link] (1996)

	Funeral for U.S. Secretary of Commerce[image: External link] Ronald Brown[image: External link] (1996)

	Funeral for U.S. Ambassador to France Pamela Harriman[image: External link] (1997)

	Funeral for Washington Post[image: External link] newspaper publisher Katharine Graham[image: External link] (2001)

	Memorial service for the victims of the September 11, 2001 attacks[image: External link]


	Special evensong[image: External link] for the victims of the Virginia Tech massacre[image: External link]


	Funeral for educator and national civil rights leader Dorothy Height[image: External link] (2010)

	Memorial service for NASA[image: External link] astronaut[image: External link] and first person on the Moon Neil Armstrong[image: External link] (2012)

	Funeral for U.S. Senator[image: External link] Daniel Inouye[image: External link] of Hawaii[image: External link], President Pro Tempore of the Senate[image: External link], and Congressional Medal of Honor[image: External link] recipient (2012)

	Memorial service for former South African President[image: External link] and anti-apartheid activist Nelson Mandela[image: External link] (2014)

	High school graduation ceremonies for the St. Albans School (Washington, D.C.)[image: External link] and the National Cathedral School[image: External link]




It was from Washington National Cathedral's "Canterbury Pulpit" that the Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr.[image: External link] delivered the final Sunday sermon of his life on March 31, 1968, just a few days before his assassination in April 1968.[13] A memorial service for King was held at the cathedral later the same week.
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 2011 earthquake




The cathedral was damaged in August 2011 during the Virginia earthquake[image: External link]. Finial[image: External link] stones on several pinnacles broke off, and several pinnacles twisted out of alignment or collapsed entirely. Some gargoyles and other carvings were damaged, and a hole was punched through the metal-clad roof by falling masonry. Cracks also appeared in the flying buttresses surrounding the apse. Inside, initial inspections revealed less damage, with some mortar joints loose or falling out.[14] The cathedral, which had no earthquake insurance[image: External link], was essentially leaderless and struggled to cope with the cost of the damage.[15]

Washington National Cathedral closed from August 24 to November 7, 2011,[14] as $2 million was spent to stabilize the structure and remove damaged or loose stone.[15] Safety netting was erected throughout the nave to protect visitors from any debris that might fall from above.[16] The cathedral reopened for the consecration and installation of Mariann Budde[image: External link] as the ninth Bishop of Washington on November 12, 2011.[17] At that time, estimates of the cost of the damage were about $25 million.[17]

Identifying the full extent of the damage and construction planning and studies over the next two years consumed another $2.5 million.[15] In 2011, the cathedral received a $700,000.00 preservation work matching grant from the Save America's Treasures[image: External link] program, a public-private partnership operated by the nonprofit National Trust for Historic Preservation[image: External link]. The program, which is federally funded, required the cathedral to match the grant dollar-for-dollar with private funds and use the money solely for preservation work.[18] Whether the provision of such aid violates the First Amendment[image: External link], on the ground that frees up, for religious work, funds that otherwise would have been spent for the restoration, historically has been a controversial topic.[19]

The Reverend Canon[image: External link] Gary R. Hall was chosen to be the 10th dean of Washington National Cathedral in August 2012.[20]

Although fundraising to repair the damage began soon after the earthquake, it took the cathedral three years to raise the $15 million to complete the first phase of repairs.[15] In August 2013, the cost of the repairs was re-estimated at $26 million. About $10 million had already been raised by this date to pay for the repairs, half of that coming from the Lilly Endowment.[21] The cathedral began charging a $10.00 admission fee for tourists in January 2014, and started renting out its worship and other spaces to outside groups to raise cash.[22] The cathedral also transformed the Herb Cottage (its old baptistry building adjacent to the cathedral) into a for-profit coffeehouse[image: External link] operated by the Open City café chain.[23]

Phase I of the restoration, which cost $10 million,[15] repaired the internal ceiling's stone and mortar and was completed in February 2015. The planned 10-year, $22 million Phase II will repair or replace the damaged stones atop the cathedral.[24]

In June 2015, Washington National Cathedral leaders said the church needed $200 million, which would both complete repairs and establish a foundation to give the cathedral financial stability. The cathedral began working on a capital fundraising campaign, which The New York Times said was one of the largest ever by an American religious institution, to begin in 2018 or 2019. Rev. Hall said that the cathedral also planned to reopen its continuing education college and its Center for Prayer and Pilgrimage (a space on the cathedral's crypt level dedicated to prayer, meditation, and devotional practice). After three years of deficit spending, however, the cathedral also announced additional cuts to music programs to balance its budget.[15]
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 Confederate flag images in stained glass windows controversy




See also: Modern display of the Confederate flag[image: External link]


In June 2016, after an examination by a five-person task force it was announced that two Confederate battle flag images would be removed from stained glass windows commemorating the lives of Confederate generals Robert E. Lee[image: External link] and Stonewall Jackson[image: External link]. The windows were installed in 1953 after lobbying by the United Daughters of the Confederacy[image: External link]. In its report, the task force wrote that it "is unanimous in its decision that the windows provide a catalyst for honest discussions about race and the legacy of slavery and for addressing the uncomfortable and too often avoided issues of race in America. Moreover, the windows serve as a profound witness to the Cathedral's own complex history in relationship to race."[25]
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 Financial concerns




In January 2003, the Reverend Nathan D. Baxter[image: External link], dean[image: External link] of the cathedral, announced his retirement effective from June 30, 2003. Baxter had led the cathedral since 1991.[26] After an 18-month search, Samuel T. Lloyd III[image: External link] was named dean and began his tenure on April 23, 2005. Lloyd was charged with helping to enlarge the church's congregation and make the cathedral a center for Christian thought and spiritual life.[27] Using a $15 million bequest the cathedral received in 2000, Lloyd rapidly expanded the cathedral's programming.[28][15] Meanwhile, the cathedral deferred maintenance and declined to make needed repairs.[15] Construction also began in 2004 on a $34 million, four-level, 430-car underground parking garage. The structure was pushed by John Bryson Chane[image: External link], Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Washington[image: External link], and was funded primarily by debt. It opened in 2007.[15][29] Debt payments on the garage were $500,000.00 a year, with a major increase in the annual debt service beginning in 2017.[30] In early 2008, the National Cathedral Association, the church's fundraising donor network, was disbanded after cathedral leaders concluded that the building was "finished" and it was no longer necessary to raise significant funds for construction.[15][31]

The 2008–2009 Great Recession[image: External link] hit the cathedral hard. By June 2010, the cathedral cut its budget from $27 million to $13 million (more than half), outsourced[image: External link] the operation of its gift shop[image: External link], shut its greenhouse, and ceased operation of a college that had provided Episcopal clergy nationwide with continuing theological education. The cathedral also laid off 100 of its 170 staff members (about 60 percent of the total), including its art conservator[image: External link] and its liturgist (who researched and advocated the use of liturgies[image: External link] at the cathedral).[32] It also significantly cut back on programming, music performances, and classes.[33] To help stabilize its finances, the cathedral began an $11 million fundraising campaign and used $2.5 million of its $50 million endowment to plug budget holes.[32] The National Cathedral Association was recreated as well.[30]

In June 2010, the cathedral announced that it was exploring the sale of its rare book collection, the value of which was estimated to be several million dollars.[32] It sold a number of books to a private collector in 2011 for $857,000.00[15] and in 2013 donated most of the remaining collection to Virginia Theological Seminary[image: External link].[15][34]

As the economic downturn continued, a report by cathedral staff identified $30 million in needed maintenance and repairs at Washington National Cathedral.[15] Among the problems were cracked and missing mortar in the oldest sections of the building; broken HVAC[image: External link], mechanical, and plumbing systems throughout the structure; extensive preservation needs; and a main organ in disrepair. Repointing[image: External link] the building was estimated to cost at least $5 million, while organ repair was set at $15 million.[30]

In July 2011, Lloyd announced his resignation, effective in September.[33]
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 Architecture




Its final design shows a mix of influences from the various Gothic[image: External link] architectural styles of the Middle Ages[image: External link], identifiable in its pointed arches[image: External link], flying buttresses[image: External link], a variety of ceiling vaulting[image: External link], stained-glass[image: External link] windows and carved decorations in stone, and by its three similar towers, two on the west front and one surmounting the crossing[image: External link].

Washington National Cathedral consists of a long, narrow rectangular mass formed by a nine-bay nave[image: External link] with wide side aisles and a five-bay chancel[image: External link], intersected by a six bay transept[image: External link]. Above the crossing, rising 91 m (301 ft) above the ground, is the Gloria in Excelsis Tower; its top, at 206 m (676 ft) above sea level[image: External link], is the highest point in Washington.[35] The Pilgrim Observation Gallery—which occupies a space about 3/4ths of the way up in the west-end towers—provides sweeping views of the city. In total, the cathedral is 115 m (375 ft) above sea level. Unique in North America, the central tower has two full sets of bells—a 53-bell carillon[image: External link] and a 10-bell peal for change ringing[image: External link]; the change bells are rung by members of the Washington Ringing Society.[36] The cathedral sits on a landscaped 57-acre (23-hectare) plot on Mount Saint Alban.[37] The one-story porch projecting from the south transept has a large portal with a carved tympanum[image: External link]. This portal is approached by the Pilgrim Steps, a long flight of steps 12 m (40 ft) wide.

Most of the building is constructed using a buff-colored Indiana limestone[image: External link] over a traditional masonry core. Structural, load-bearing steel is limited to the roof's trusses (traditionally built of timber); concrete is used significantly in the support structures for bells of the central tower, and the floors in the west towers.

The pulpit[image: External link] was carved out of stones from Canterbury Cathedral[image: External link]; Glastonbury Abbey[image: External link] provided stone for the bishop's formal seat, the cathedra[image: External link]. The high altar, the Jerusalem Altar, is made from stones quarried at Solomon's Quarry[image: External link] near Jerusalem[image: External link], reputedly where the stones for Solomon's Temple[image: External link] were quarried. In the floor directly in front of that altar are set ten stones from the Chapel of Moses on Mount Sinai[image: External link], representing the Ten Commandments as a foundation for the Jerusalem Altar.

There are many other works of art including over two hundred stained glass windows, the most familiar of which may be the Space Window, honoring mankind's landing on the Moon[image: External link], which includes a fragment of lunar rock at its center; the rock was presented at the dedication service on July 21, 1974, the fifth anniversary of the Apollo 11[image: External link] mission.[38] Extensive wrought iron adorns the building, much of it the work of Samuel Yellin[image: External link]. A substantial gate of forged iron by Albert Paley[image: External link] was installed on the north side of the crypt level in 2008. Intricate woodcarving, wall-sized murals and mosaics, and monumental cast bronze gates can also be found. Most of the interior decorative elements have Christian symbolism, in reference to the church's Episcopal roots, but the cathedral is filled with memorials to persons or events of national significance: statues of Washington and Lincoln, state seals embedded in the marble floor of the narthex[image: External link], state flags that hang along the nave, stained glass commemorating events like the Lewis and Clark expedition[image: External link] and the raising of the American flag at Iwo Jima[image: External link].

The cathedral was built with several intentional "flaws" in keeping with an apocryphal medieval custom that sought to illustrate that only God can be perfect.[ dubious[image: External link] – discuss[image: External link]] Artistically speaking, these flaws (which often come in the form of intentional asymmetries) draw the observer's focus to the sacred geometry[image: External link] as well as compensate for visual distortions, a practice that has been used since the Pyramids[image: External link] and the Parthenon[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] Architecturally, it is thought that if the main aisle of the cathedral where it meets the cross section were not tilted slightly off its axis, a person who looked straight down the aisle could experience a slight visual distortion, making the building seem shorter than it is, much like looking down railroad tracks[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] The architects designed the crypt chapels in Norman, Romanesque, and Transitional styles predating the Gothic, as though the cathedral had been built as a successor to earlier churches, a common occurrence in European cathedrals.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Numerous grotesques[image: External link] and gargoyles[image: External link] adorn the exterior, most of them designed by the carvers; one of the more famous of these is a caricature of then-master carver Roger Morigi on the north side of the nave. There were also two competitions held for the public to provide designs to supplement those of the carvers. The second of these produced the famous Darth Vader Grotesque[image: External link] which is high on the northwest tower, sculpted by Jay Hall Carpenter and carved by Patrick J. Plunkett.[39]

The west facade follows an iconographic program of the creation of the world rather than that of the Last Judgement[image: External link] as was traditional in medieval churches. All of the sculptural work was designed by Frederick Hart[image: External link] and features tympanum carvings of the creation of the sun and moon over the outer doors and the creation of man over the center. Hart also sculpted the three statues of Adam and Saints Peter and Paul. The west doors are cast bronze rather than wrought iron. The west rose window, often used as a trademark of the cathedral, was designed by Rowan leCompte and is an abstract depiction of the creation of light. LeCompte, who also designed the clerestory windows and the mosaics in the Resurrection Chapel, chose a nonrepresentational design because he feared that a figural window could fail to be seen adequately from the great distance to the nave.

The cathedral contains a basement, which was intentionally flooded during the Cuban missile crisis[image: External link] to provide emergency drinking water in the event of a nuclear war[image: External link].[40]
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 Architects




The cathedral's master plan was designed by George Frederick Bodley[image: External link], a highly regarded British Gothic Revival architect of the late-19th and early-20th centuries, and was influenced by Canterbury. Landscape architect Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr.[image: External link] contributed a landscaping plan for the cathedral close and Nellie B. Allen[image: External link] designed a knot garden for the Bishop's Garden. After Bodley died in 1907, his partner Henry Vaughan[image: External link] revised the original design, but work stopped during World War I[image: External link] and Vaughan died in 1917. When work resumed, the chapter hired New York architecture firm Frohman, Robb and Little to execute the building. Philip Hubert Frohman[image: External link], who had designed his first fully functional home at the age of 14 and received his architectural degree at the age of 16, and his partners worked to perfect Bodley's vision, adding the carillon section of the central tower, enlarging the west façade[image: External link], and making numerous smaller changes. Ralph Adams Cram[image: External link] was hired to supervise Frohman, because of his experience with the Cathedral of St. John the Divine[image: External link] in New York City[image: External link], but Cram insisted on so many major changes to the original design that Frohman convinced the Cathedral Chapter to fire him. By Frohman's death in 1972, the final plans had been completed and the building was finished accordingly.
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 Images of architectural details
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 Leadership and funding




The cathedral is both the episcopal seat[image: External link] of the Bishop of Washington (currently the Right Reverend[image: External link] Mariann Edgar Budde[image: External link]) and the primatial seat[image: External link] of the Presiding Bishop of the Episcopal Church (currently the Most Reverend Michael Curry). Budde was elected by the Diocese of Washington in June 2011, to replace Bishop John Bryson Chane[image: External link]; upon her confirmation in November 2011 she became the ninth bishop of the diocese and the first woman to fill the role.

In May 2016, Randolph Marshall Hollerith was named as the next Dean of the Cathedral.[42][43] Hollerith comes to the National Cathedral from St. James Episcopal Church (Richmond, Virginia)[image: External link], where he was rector from 2000–2016.

Former deans:


	
Alfred Harding[image: External link] (de facto; 1909–1916)

	George C. F. Bratenahl (1916–1936)

	
Noble C. Powell[image: External link] (1937–1941)

	
ZeBarney T. Phillips[image: External link] (1941–1942)

	John W. Suter (1944–1950)

	
Francis B. Sayre, Jr.[image: External link] (1951–1978)

	
John T. Walker[image: External link] (1978–1989; simultaneously bishop)

	
Nathan D. Baxter[image: External link] (1992–2003)

	
Samuel T. Lloyd III[image: External link] (2005–2011)

	
Gary R. Hall (2012–2015)



The National Cathedral Association[image: External link] (NCA) seeks to raise and provide funds for and promote the Washington National Cathedral. Across the United States, it has more than 14,000 members, more than 88 percent of whom live outside the Washington area, and who are divided into committees by state. Visitors to the cathedral provide another significant source of funds, through donations and group touring fees. Every year, each state has a state day at the cathedral, on which that state is recognized by name in the prayers. Over a span of about four years, each state is further recognized at a Major State Day, at which time those who live in the state are encouraged to make a pilgrimage[image: External link] to the cathedral and dignitaries from the state are invited to speak. American state flags were displayed in the nave[image: External link] until 2007; currently the display of the state flags alternates throughout the year with the display of liturgical banners hung on the pillars, reflecting the seasons of the Church year.

The budget, $27 million in 2008, was trimmed to $13 million in 2010. Staff was reduced from 170 to 70. There was an endowment of $50 million.[44]
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 Worship




The worship department is, like the cathedral itself, rooted in the doctrine and practice of the Episcopal Church[image: External link], and based in the Book of Common Prayer[image: External link]. Three services are held each weekday, including the daily Eucharist. Sunday through Thursday, the Cathedral Choirs sing Evensong[image: External link]. The forty-minute service is attended by roughly fifty to seventy-five people (more on Sunday). Three services of the Eucharist are held on Sunday, along with Choral Evensong.[45]

The cathedral also has been a temporary home to several congregations, including a Jewish[image: External link] synagogue[image: External link] and an Eastern Orthodox community. It has also been the site for several ecumenical[image: External link] and/or interfaith services. In October 2005, at the cathedral, the Rev. Nancy Wilson[image: External link] was consecrated and installed as Moderator (Denominational Executive) of the Metropolitan Community Church[image: External link], by its founding Moderator, the Rev. Dr. Troy Perry[image: External link].

Each Christmas, the cathedral holds special services, which are broadcast[image: External link] to the world. The service of lessons and carols[image: External link] is distributed by Public Radio International[image: External link]. Christmas at Washington National Cathedral is a live television broadcast of the 9 a.m. Eucharist on Christmas Day. It is produced by Allbritton Communications[image: External link] and is shown on national affiliates in most cities around the United States. Some affiliates broadcast the service at noon. The Christmas service at the Cathedral was broadcast to the nation on television from 1953 until 2010 and is still webcast live from the Cathedral's homepage.
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 Music




The Washington National Cathedral Choir of Men and Boys, founded in 1909, is one of very few cathedral choirs of men and boys in the United States with an affiliated school, in the English choir tradition. The 18–22 boys singing treble are of ages 8–14 and attend St. Albans School[image: External link], the Cathedral school for boys, on vocal scholarships.

In 1997, the Cathedral Choir of Men and Girls was formed by Bruce Neswick, using the same men as the choir of the men and boys. The Choir consists of middle and high school girls attending the National Cathedral School[image: External link] on vocal scholarships. The two choirs currently share service duties and occasionally collaborate.

Both choirs have recently recorded several CDs[image: External link], including a Christmas[image: External link] album[image: External link]; a U.S. premiere recording of Ståle Kleiberg[image: External link]'s Requiem for the Victims of Nazi[image: External link] Persecution; and a patriotic[image: External link] album, America the Beautiful.

The choirs rehearse separately every weekday morning in a graded class incorporated into their school schedule. The choristers sing Evensong[image: External link] five days a week (the Boys Choir on Tuesdays and Thursdays and the Girls Choir on Mondays and Wednesdays). The choirs alternate Sunday worship duties, singing both morning Eucharist[image: External link] and afternoon Evensong when they are on call. The choirs also sing for numerous state and national events. The choirs are also featured annually on Christmas at Washington National Cathedral, broadcast nationally on Christmas Day.

The Great Organ[image: External link] was installed by the Ernest M. Skinner[image: External link] & Son Organ Company in 1938. The original instrument consisted of approximately 8,400 pipes. The instrument was enlarged by the Aeolian-Skinner[image: External link] Organ Company in 1963 and again between 1970 and 1975, during which time more than half of the original instrument was removed. The present instrument consists of 189 ranks and 10,647 pipes. It is the largest organ in the city of Washington and one of the 20 largest organs in the world.[46][47]


Specifications:




	


	
Great






	Diapason
	16'



	Violon
	16'



	Bourdon
	16'



	Prinzipal
	8'



	Spitz Prinzipal
	8'



	Waldföte
	8'



	Holz Bordun
	8'



	Salicional
	8'



	Violon
	8'



	Erzähler
	8'



	Oktav
	4'



	Spitzoktav
	4'



	Koppel Flöte
	4'



	Quinte
	22/3'



	Super Oktav
	2'



	Blockflöte
	2'



	Sesquialtera II



	Klein Mixtur IV



	Mixtur IV-V



	Scharf VI



	Terzzymbel VI-X



	Bombarde
	16'



	Posthorn
	8'



	Trompette
	8'



	Clairon
	4'



	Trompette en chamade
	4'



	Tuba Mirabilis
	8'





	


	
Choir






	Gemshorn
	16'



	Chimney Flute
	8'



	Viola Pomposa
	8'



	Viola Pomposa cel.
	8'



	Chœur des Violes V
	8'



	Viole Céleste II
	8'



	Kleiner Erzähler II
	8'



	Principal
	4'



	Harmonic Flute
	4'



	Fugara
	4'



	Rohrnasat
	22/3'



	Hellflöte
	2'



	Terz
	13/5'



	Mixture III-IV



	Glockenspiel II



	Orchestral Bassoon
	16'



	Trumpet
	8'



	Cromorne
	8'



	Regal
	8'



	Tuba Mirabilis
	8'



	Trompette en chamade
	8'



	Posthorn
	8'



	Harp Celesta
	8'



	Zimbelstern



	Tremolo





	


	
Swell






	



	1st Division



	Violoncelle
	16'



	Montre
	8'



	Violoncelle cel. II
	8'



	Prestant
	4'



	Plein Jeu V



	Cymbale IV



	Bombarde
	16'



	Trompette
	8'



	Clairon
	4'



	



	2nd Division



	Flûte Courte
	16'



	Bourdon
	8'



	Flûte à Fuseau
	8'



	Viole de Gambe
	8'



	Viole Céleste
	8'



	Voix Céleste II
	8'



	Flute Celeste II
	8'



	Octave
	4'



	Flûte Travesière
	4'



	Nasard
	22/3'



	Octavin
	2'



	Tierce
	13/5'



	Petit Jeu IV



	Posaune
	16'



	2ème Trompette
	8'



	Hautbois
	8'



	Cor d'Amour
	8'



	2ème Clairon
	4'



	Tremolo



	



	3rd Division



	Flûte d'Argent
	8'



	Chœur des Violes II
	8'–4'



	Éoliènne Céleste V
	8'



	Voix Humaine
	8'



	Tremolo





	


	
Solo






	Diapason
	8'



	Flauto Mirabilis II
	8'



	Gamba
	8'



	Gamba Celeste
	8'



	Orchestral Flute
	4'



	Full Mixture VII



	Corno di Bassetto
	16'



	Trompette harm.
	8'



	French Horn
	8'



	Corno di Bassetto
	8'



	English Horn
	8'



	Flügel Horn
	8'



	Clairon harm.
	4'



	Trompette en chamade
	8'



	Tuba Mirabilis
	8'



	Posthorn
	16'



	Posthorn
	8'



	Tremolo





	


	
Pedal






	Subbass
	32'



	Kontra Violon
	32'



	Contre Basse
	16'



	Principal
	16'



	Diapason
	16'



	Bourdon
	16'



	Violon
	16'



	Violoncelle
	16'



	Gemshorn
	16'



	Flûte Courte
	16'



	Quinte
	102/3'



	Octave
	8'



	Diapason
	8'



	Spitzflöte
	8'



	Gedackt
	8'



	Violoncelle Céleste
	8'



	Flûte Courte 8'



	Quinte
	51/3'



	Choralbass
	4'



	Cor de Nuit
	4'



	Fife
	2'



	Rauschquint II



	Fourniture IV



	Acuta III



	Gross Kornett IV



	Bombarde Basse
	64'



	Contra Bombarde
	32'



	Contra Fagotto
	32'



	Ophicléide
	16'



	Bombarde
	16'



	Fagotto
	16'



	Trompette
	8'



	Bombarde
	8'



	Posthorn
	8'



	Tuba Mirabilis
	8'



	Trompette en chamade
	8'



	Clairon
	4'



	Zink
	2'





	


	
Positiv (Gallery)






	Nason Gedackt
	8'



	Rohrflöte
	4'



	Nachthorn
	2'



	Terz
	13/5'



	Larigot
	11/3'



	Sifflöte
	1'



	Zymbel IV



	Rankett
	4'



	Tremulant









	
Brustwerk (Gallery)






	Spitz Prinzipal
	8'



	Praestant
	4'



	Koppel Nasat
	22/3'



	Lieblich Prinzipal
	2'



	Mixtur IV–VI



	Rankett
	8'









	
Pedal (Gallery)






	Gedacktbass
	16'



	Oktav
	8'



	Nason Gedackt
	8'



	Superoktav
	4'



	Rohrflöte
	4'



	Rankett
	16



	Rankett
	4'













Michael McCarthy[image: External link] is the Director of Music, Benjamin Straley is the Cathedral Organist and Associate Director of Music, and Jeremy Filsell[image: External link] is the Artist-in-Residence. The carillonneur[image: External link] is Edward M. Nassor.[48] Former organists and choirmasters include Edgar Priest, Robert George Barrow, Paul Callaway[image: External link], Richard Wayne Dirksen[image: External link], Douglas Major[image: External link], Bruce Neswick, James Litton[image: External link], Erik Wm. Suter, and Scott Dettra[image: External link].

The resident symphonic chorus of Washington National Cathedral is the Cathedral Choral Society[image: External link].

The cathedral is unique in North America in having both a carillon[image: External link] and a set of change ringing[image: External link] bells.

The ring of 10 bells (tenor 32 long cwt 0 qr 4 lb; 3,588 lb or 1,627 kg in D) are hung in the English style for full circle ringing[image: External link]. All ten were cast in 1962 by Mears & Stainbank (now known as The Whitechapel Bell Foundry[image: External link]) of London, England.[49]

The carillon has 53 bells ranging from 17 pounds (7.7 kg) to 24,000 pounds (11,000 kg) and was manufactured by John Taylor & Co[image: External link] of Loughborough, England in 1963. The bells are hung dead, that is rigidly fixed, and are struck on the inside by hammers activated from the keyboard.[50]
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 Burials




Several notable American citizens are buried in Washington National Cathedral and its columbarium[image: External link]:


	
Larz Anderson[image: External link], businessman, diplomat

	
Thomas John Claggett[image: External link], first Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Maryland[image: External link]


	
William Forman Creighton[image: External link], fifth Bishop of Washington[image: External link]


	
Joseph Edward Davies[image: External link] (ashes), diplomat, presidential adviser. He gave a stained-glass window in the Cathedral in honor of his mother, Rachel Davies (Rahel o Fôn)[image: External link]


	
George Dewey[image: External link], United States Navy[image: External link] admiral

	
Angus Dun[image: External link] (ashes), fourth Bishop of Washington[image: External link]


	
Philip Frohman[image: External link] (ashes), cathedral architect, following the death of Bodley[image: External link]


	
George A. Garrett[image: External link], diplomat, first United States Ambassador to Ireland[image: External link]


	
Julia Dent Cantacuzène Spiransky-Grant[image: External link], granddaughter of President Ulysses S. Grant


	
Alfred Harding[image: External link], second Bishop of Washington[image: External link]


	
Cordell Hull[image: External link], United States Secretary of State


	
Helen Keller[image: External link] (ashes), author, lecturer, advocate for the blind and deaf

	
A.S. Mike Monroney[image: External link] (ashes), U.S. representative, senator

	
Norman Prince[image: External link], fighter pilot, member of the Lafayette Escadrille[image: External link] flying corps

	
Henry Yates Satterlee[image: External link], first Bishop of Washington[image: External link]


	
Francis Bowes Sayre, Jr.[image: External link] (ashes), dean of the cathedral and grandson of President Woodrow Wilson[image: External link], also interred there

	
John Wesley Snyder (US Cabinet Secretary)[image: External link], Secretary of the Treasury in the Truman administration[image: External link]


	
Leo Sowerby[image: External link] (ashes), composer, church musician

	
Anne Sullivan[image: External link] (ashes), tutor and companion to Helen Keller, first woman interred here

	
Stuart Symington[image: External link], U.S. senator, presidential candidate

	
Henry Vaughan[image: External link], architect, associate of Bodley[image: External link]


	
John Thomas Walker[image: External link], sixth Bishop of Washington[image: External link]


	
Isabel Weld Perkins[image: External link], author, wife of Larz Anderson[image: External link]


	
Edith Wilson[image: External link], second wife of Woodrow Wilson and First Lady of the United States[image: External link]


	
Woodrow Wilson[image: External link], 28th President of the United States. Wilson's tomb includes variants on the Seal of the President of the United States[image: External link] and the coat of arms of Princeton University[image: External link]. Wilson is the only American president buried in the District of Columbia.
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 References in popular culture





	The cathedral is the setting of Margaret Truman[image: External link]'s novel Murder at the National Cathedral.


	It is the location of Mrs. Landingham[image: External link]'s funeral and President Bartlet's resulting tirade against God in the second-season finale of The West Wing[image: External link], "Two Cathedrals[image: External link]."

	
Tom Clancy[image: External link]'s novel Executive Orders[image: External link] includes a memorial service for the late president Rodger Durling, his wife, most of the United States Congress, the Joint Chiefs of Staff[image: External link], and the Supreme Court that takes place at this location. In an infamous scene, a soldier bearing the president's casket slips on some ice on the front steps and suffers crushed legs.

	It served as an architectural inspiration for Keep Venture in Brandon Sanderson[image: External link]'s Mistborn[image: External link] series[51]


	It is the setting for the burial of fictional Supreme Court Justice Abraham Rosenberg in the movie The Pelican Brief[image: External link], based on John Grisham[image: External link]'s book[image: External link] of the same name.

	In Dan Brown[image: External link]'s The Lost Symbol[image: External link] Robert Landon and Katherine Solomon seek sanctuary through the Dean of the Church, Dr Colin Galloway.
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	All Hallows Guild Carousel[image: External link]

	Washington National Cathedral Police[image: External link]
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Flag of Washington, D.C.






The flag of Washington, D.C., consists of three red stars above two red bars on a white background. It is an armorial banner based on the design of the coat of arms of George Washington[image: External link], first used to identify the family in the twelfth century, when one of George Washington's ancestors took possession of Washington Old Hall[image: External link], County Durham[image: External link], northeast England[image: External link]. As elements in heraldry[image: External link], the stars are properly called mullets[image: External link].
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 History




For over a century, the District of Columbia was without an official flag and flew several unofficial banners—usually the flag of the D.C. National Guard[image: External link]. In 1938, Congress established a commission to choose an official, original flag design[image: External link]. The commission held a public competition, and picked the submission of graphic designer[image: External link] Charles A. R. Dunn, who had first proposed his design in 1921.

His design was officially adopted on October 15, 1938, using the following specification:


The proportions of the design are prescribed in terms of the hoist, or vertical height, of the flag as follows: the upper white portion shall be  3⁄10 of the hoist; the two horizontal bars are each  2⁄10 of the hoist; the white area between the bars  1⁄10 of the hoist; and the base, or lowest white space, is  2⁄10 of the hoist. The three five-pointed stars have a diameter of  2⁄10 of the hoist and are spaced equidistant in the fly, or horizontal, dimension of the flag.[1]



In 2002, the D.C. Council debated a proposal to change the flag in protest of the District's lack of voting rights[image: External link] in Congress. The new design would have added the letters "D.C." to the center star and the words "Taxation Without Representation" in white to the two red bars, a slogan already in use on the District's license plates[image: External link]. The change presumably would have been temporary and revoked once the city achieved equal representation or statehood. It passed the council on a 10–2 vote, but support for the proposal soon eroded, and then-mayor Anthony A. Williams never signed the bill.[2]

In 2001, the flag placed eighth in design quality out of the 72 Canadian provincial, U.S. state, and U.S. territory flags ranked.[3][4] In a 2004 poll on the North American Vexillological Association[image: External link] website, Washington, DC's flag was voted the best design among United States city flags, just out-polling the flag of Chicago[image: External link].[5]
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	Seal of the District of Columbia
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Nicknames of Washington, D.C.






Washington, D.C., the capital of the United States of America, has been known by a variety of nicknames[image: External link], aliases[image: External link], sobriquets[image: External link] and slogans[image: External link], both officially and unofficially, now and in the past. City nicknames can help in establishing a civic identity, helping outsiders recognize a community or attracting people to a community because of its nickname; promote civic pride; and build community unity.[1] Nicknames[image: External link] and slogans that successfully create a new community "ideology or myth"[2] are also believed to have economic value.[1] Their economic value is difficult to measure,[1] but there are anecdotal reports of cities that have achieved substantial economic benefits by " branding[image: External link]" themselves by adopting new slogans.[2]

While official nicknames are often intended to be positive, unofficial nicknames can be either both positive or derisive in nature. The unofficial nicknames included on this list have been in use for a long time or have gained widespread usage.


	The American Rome[3]


	A Capital City[4][5]


	The Capital of the World[6]


	Chocolate City[5][7]


	City of Magnificent Distances (reported in the 1880s)[8]


	City of Magnificent Intentions (first coined by Charles Dickens[image: External link])[9]


	The Federal City[10]


	Hollywood for Ugly People[11]


	Murder Capital of America (late 1980s to early 1990s)[12]


	Nation's Capital[13]




The nickname "DMV," for "District - Maryland - Virginia," has also been used for the Washington, D.C. Metropolitan Area[image: External link].[5]

• NCR - National Capital Region

See also


	List of city nicknames in the United States[image: External link]

	Outline of the District of Columbia[image: External link]
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Contiguous United States






"CONUS" redirects here. For the sea snail, see Conus[image: External link].

The contiguous United States consists of the 48 adjoining U.S. states plus Washington, D.C. (federal district), on the continent[image: External link] of North America[image: External link].[1] The term excludes the non- contiguous[image: External link] states of Alaska and Hawaii[image: External link] and all off-shore United States territories and possessions, which are American Samoa, Guam[image: External link], the Northern Mariana Islands, Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands.[2][3]

The greatest distance (on a great circle[image: External link] route) entirely within the 48 contiguous states is 2,802 miles (4,509 km, between Florida[image: External link] and the state of Washington[image: External link]);[4] the greatest north-south line is 1,650 miles (2,660 km).[5]

Together, the 48 contiguous states and Washington, D.C. occupy a combined area of 3,119,884.69 square miles (8,080,464.3 km2), which is 1.58% of the total surface area of Earth[image: External link]. Of this area, 2,959,064.44 square miles (7,663,941.7 km2) is land, composing 83.65% of U.S. land area, similar to the area of Australia.[6] Officially, 160,820.25 square miles (416,522.5 km2) is water area, composing 62.66% of the nation's total water area.

The contiguous United States would be placed 5th in the list of sovereign states and dependencies by area[image: External link]; the total area of the country, including Alaska and Hawaii, ranks fourth. Brazil is the only country that is larger in total area than the contiguous United States, but smaller than the entire United States, while Russia[image: External link], Canada and China[image: External link] are the only three countries larger than both. The 2010 census population of this area was 306,675,006, comprising 99.33% of the nation's population, and a density of 103.639 inhabitants/sq mi (40.015/km2), compared to 87.264/sq mi (33.692/km2) for the nation as a whole.[7]
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 Other terms




While conterminous U.S. has the precise meaning of contiguous U.S. (both adjectives meaning "sharing a common boundary"), other terms commonly used to describe the 48 contiguous states have a greater degree of ambiguity.
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 Continental United States




Because Alaska is also on the North American continent, the term continental United States would also include that state, so the term is sometimes qualified with the explicit inclusion or exclusion of Alaska to resolve any ambiguity.[2][8][9][10] The term was in use prior to the admission of Alaska and Hawaii as states of the United States and at that time usually excluded outlying territories of the United States.[11][12] However, even before Alaska became a state, it was sometimes included within the "Continental U.S."[13]
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 CONUS and OCONUS




CONUS, a technical term used by the U.S. Department of Defense[image: External link], General Services Administration[image: External link], NOAA/National Weather Service, and others, has been defined both as the continental United States, and as the 48 contiguous states.[14][15] The District of Columbia is not always specifically mentioned as being part of CONUS.[15]

OCONUS is derived from CONUS with O for outside added, thus referring to Outside of Continental United States (OCONUS).[14][16]
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 The "Lower 48"




The term "Lower 48" is also used to refer to the conterminous United States. The National Geographic style guide recommends the use of contiguous or conterminous United States instead of lower 48 when the 48 states are meant, unless used in the context of Alaska.[17][18]
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 "Zone of the Interior"




During World War II, the first four numbered Air Forces[image: External link] of the USAAF[image: External link] were said to be assigned to the "Zone of the Interior"[image: External link] by the American military organizations of the time — the future states of Alaska and Hawaii[image: External link], then each only territories[image: External link] of the Union, were respectively covered by the Eleventh Air Force[image: External link] and Seventh Air Force[image: External link] during WW II.
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 Terms used in the non-contiguous states




Both Alaskans and Hawaiians have unique labels for the contiguous United States because of their own locations relative to them.
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 Alaska




Main article: Outside (Alaska)[image: External link]


Alaska became the 49th state of the United States on January 3, 1959. Alaska is on the northwest end of the North American continent, but separated from the rest of the United States Pacific coast by the Canadian province of British Columbia[image: External link]. In Alaska, given the ambiguity surrounding the usage of continental, the term "continental United States" is almost unheard of when referring to the contiguous 48 states.[citation needed[image: External link]] Several other terms have been used over the years. The term Lower 48 has, for many years, been a common Alaskan equivalent for "contiguous United States";[19][20] today, more Alaskans use the term "Outside"[image: External link],[21][22] though a few persons may use "Outside" to refer to any location not within Alaska.
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 Hawaii




Hawaii became the 50th state of the United States on August 21, 1959. It is the southernmost and so far, the latest state to join the Union. Not part of any continent, Hawaii is located in the Pacific Ocean[image: External link], about 2,200 miles (3,500 km) from North America and almost halfway to Asia[image: External link]. In Hawaii and overseas American territories, for instance, the terms the Mainland or U.S. Mainland are often used to refer to the continental United States.[23]
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 Non-contiguous areas within the contiguous United States




Apart from off-shore US islands[image: External link], a few continental portions of the contiguous US are accessible by road only by traveling through Canada. Point Roberts, Washington[image: External link]; Elm Point, Minnesota[image: External link]; and the Northwest Angle[image: External link] in Minnesota are three such places. Alburgh, Vermont[image: External link], is not directly connected by land, but is accessible by road via bridges from within Vermont and from New York.[24]
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 List of contiguous U.S. states




The 48 contiguous United States are:



	Alabama

	Arizona

	Arkansas

	California

	Colorado

	Connecticut

	Delaware

	Florida[image: External link]

	Georgia

	Idaho

	Illinois

	Indiana

	Iowa

	Kansas

	Kentucky

	Louisiana[image: External link]

	Maine

	Maryland

	Massachusetts

	Michigan[image: External link]

	Minnesota

	Mississippi

	Missouri

	Montana

	Nebraska

	Nevada

	New Hampshire

	New Jersey

	New Mexico

	New York[image: External link]

	North Carolina

	North Dakota

	Ohio

	Oklahoma

	Oregon

	Pennsylvania

	Rhode Island

	South Carolina[image: External link]

	South Dakota

	Tennessee

	Texas

	Utah

	Vermont[image: External link]

	Virginia[image: External link]

	Washington[image: External link]

	West Virginia

	Wisconsin

	Wyoming





Washington, D.C. (the U.S. capital, also referred to as the District of Columbia) is distinct from the state of Washington[image: External link].
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 See also





	Extreme points of the United States

	Mainland[image: External link]
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^ a b Random House (1991). Random House Webster's College Dictionary. New York: Random House. ISBN  0-679-40110-5[image: External link].


	
^ These maps show the contiguous 48 states and D.C., but not Alaska and Hawaii.
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Maryland






This article is about the U.S. state of Maryland. For other uses, see Maryland (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Maryland ( i[image: External link]/'merlend /[image: External link][8]) is a state in the Mid-Atlantic region of the United States, bordering Virginia[image: External link], West Virginia, and Washington, D.C. to its south and west; Pennsylvania to its north; and Delaware to its east. The state's largest city is Baltimore, and its capital is Annapolis. Among its occasional nicknames are Old Line State[image: External link], the Free State, and the Chesapeake Bay[image: External link] State. The state is named after Henrietta Maria of France[image: External link], the wife of Charles I of England[image: External link].[9]

One of the original Thirteen Colonies, Maryland is considered to be the birthplace of religious freedom[image: External link] in America,[10][11] when it was formed by George Calvert[image: External link] in the early 17th century as an intended refuge for persecuted Catholics from England.[10][11][12] George Calvert was the first Lord of Baltimore and the first English proprietor of the then-Maryland colonial grant.[10][11] Maryland was the seventh state to ratify the United States Constitution, and played a pivotal role in the founding of Washington, D.C., which was established on land donated by the state.

Maryland is one of the smallest U.S. states[image: External link] in terms of area, as well as one of the most densely populated[image: External link], with around six million residents. As of 2009, Maryland had the highest median household income of any state, owing in large part to its close proximity to the nation's capital and a highly diversified economy spanning manufacturing, services, and biotechnology.[13]



TOP
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 Geography




See also: List of islands of Maryland[image: External link] and List of rivers of Maryland[image: External link]


Maryland has an area of 12,406.68 square miles (32,133.2 km2) and is comparable in overall area with Belgium[image: External link] (11,787 square miles (30,530 km2)).[14] It is the 42nd largest and 9th smallest state and is closest in size to the state of Hawaii[image: External link] (10,930.98 square miles (28,311.1 km2)), the next smallest state. The next largest state, its neighbor West Virginia, is almost twice the size of Maryland (24,229.76 square miles (62,754.8 km2)).
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 Description




Maryland possesses a variety of topography[image: External link] within its borders, contributing to its nickname America in Miniature. It ranges from sandy dunes[image: External link] dotted with seagrass in the east, to low marshlands teeming with wildlife and large bald cypress[image: External link] near the Chesapeake Bay, to gently rolling hills of oak forests in the Piedmont Region[image: External link], and pine[image: External link] groves in the Maryland mountains[image: External link] to the west.

Maryland is bounded on its north by Pennsylvania, on its west by West Virginia, on its east by Delaware and the Atlantic Ocean[image: External link], and on its south, across the Potomac River, by West Virginia and Virginia[image: External link]. The mid-portion of this border is interrupted by Washington, D.C., which sits on land that was originally part of Montgomery and Prince George's counties and including the town of Georgetown, Maryland[image: External link]. This land was ceded to the United States Federal Government in 1790 to form the District of Columbia. (The Commonwealth of Virginia[image: External link] gave land south of the Potomac, including the town of Alexandria, Virginia, however Virginia retroceded its portion in 1846). The Chesapeake Bay[image: External link] nearly bisects the state and the counties east of the bay are known collectively as the Eastern Shore[image: External link].

Most of the state's waterways are part of the Chesapeake Bay watershed, with the exceptions of a tiny portion of extreme western Garrett County[image: External link] (drained by the Youghiogheny River[image: External link] as part of the watershed of the Mississippi River), the eastern half of Worcester County (which drains into Maryland's Atlantic coastal bays), and a small portion of the state's northeast corner (which drains into the Delaware River[image: External link] watershed). So prominent is the Chesapeake in Maryland's geography and economic life that there has been periodic agitation to change the state's official nickname to the "Bay State", a nickname that has been used by Massachusetts for decades.

The highest point in Maryland, with an elevation of 3,360 feet (1,020 m), is Hoye Crest on Backbone Mountain[image: External link], in the southwest corner of Garrett County[image: External link], near the border with West Virginia, and near the headwaters of the North Branch of the Potomac River. Close to the small town of Hancock[image: External link], in western Maryland, about two-thirds of the way across the state, there are 1.83 miles (2.95 km) between its borders. This geographical curiosity makes Maryland the narrowest state,[citation needed[image: External link]] bordered by the Mason–Dixon line[image: External link] to the north, and the northwards-arching Potomac River to the south.

Portions of Maryland are included in various official and unofficial geographic regions. For example, the Delmarva Peninsula[image: External link] is composed of the Eastern Shore counties of Maryland, the entire state of Delaware[image: External link], and the two counties that make up the Eastern Shore of Virginia[image: External link], whereas the westernmost counties of Maryland are considered part of Appalachia[image: External link]. Much of the Baltimore–Washington corridor lies just south of the Piedmont in the Coastal Plain,[15] though it straddles the border between the two regions.
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 Geology




Earthquakes in Maryland are infrequent and small due to the state's distance from seismic/earthquake zones.[16][17] The M[image: External link]5.8 Virginia earthquake in 2011[image: External link] was felt moderately throughout Maryland. Buildings in the state are not well-designed for earthquakes and can suffer damage easily.[citation needed[image: External link]]

The lack of any glacial history accounts for the scarcity of Maryland's natural lakes, yet the oft-repeated claim[18] that Maryland is the only state without natural lakes is not true. Laurel Oxbow Lake is an over one-hundred-year-old 55-acre natural lake two miles north of Maryland City[image: External link][19][20][21] and adjacent to Russett[image: External link]. "Chews Lake" is a seven-acre natural lake two miles south-southeast of Upper Marlboro[image: External link].[22] There are numerous man-made lakes, the largest of them being the Deep Creek Lake[image: External link], a reservoir in Garrett County[image: External link] in westernmost Maryland.

Maryland has shale formations containing natural gas, where fracking is theoretically possible.[23]
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 Flora




As is typical of states on the East Coast, Maryland's plant life is abundant and healthy. A good dose of annual precipitation helps to support many types of plants, including seagrass[image: External link] and various reeds[image: External link] at the smaller end of the spectrum to the gigantic Wye Oak[image: External link], a huge example of white oak[image: External link], the state tree, which can grow in excess of 70 feet (21 m) tall.

Middle Atlantic coastal forests[image: External link], typical of the southeastern Atlantic coastal plain[image: External link], grow around Chesapeake Bay and on the Delmarva Peninsula[image: External link]. Moving west, a mixture of Northeastern coastal forests[image: External link] and Southeastern mixed forests[image: External link] cover the central part of the state. The Appalachian Mountains of western Maryland are home to Appalachian-Blue Ridge forests[image: External link]. These give way to Appalachian mixed mesophytic forests[image: External link] near the West Virginia border.[25]

Many foreign species are cultivated in the state, some as ornamentals, others as novelty species. Included among these are the crape myrtle[image: External link], Italian cypress[image: External link], southern magnolia[image: External link], live oak[image: External link] in the warmer parts of the state,[26] and even hardy palm trees[image: External link] in the warmer central and eastern parts of the state.[27] USDA plant hardiness zones in the state range from Zones 5 and 6 in the extreme western part of the state to Zone 7 in the central part, and Zone 8 around the southern part of the coast, the bay area, and parts of metropolitan Baltimore[image: External link].[28] Invasive plant species, such as kudzu[image: External link], tree of heaven[image: External link], multiflora rose[image: External link], and Japanese stiltgrass[image: External link], stifle growth of endemic plant life.[29] Maryland's state flower, the black-eyed susan[image: External link], grows in abundance in wild flower groups throughout the state. The state insect, the Baltimore checkerspot butterfly[image: External link], is not common as it is near the southern edge of its range.[30] 435 species of birds[image: External link] have been reported from Maryland.[31]
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 Fauna




The state harbors a great number of white tailed deer[image: External link], especially in the woody and mountainous west of the state, and overpopulation can become a problem from year-to-year. Mammals can be found ranging from the mountains in the west to the central areas and include black bears,[32] bobcats,[33] foxes, coyotes,[34] raccoons, and otters.[32]

There is a population of rare wild (feral) horses found on Assateague Island[image: External link].[35] They are believed to be descended from horses who escaped from shipwrecks.[35] Every year during the last week of July, they are captured and waded across a shallow bay for sale at Chincoteague, Virginia[image: External link], a conservation technique which ensures the tiny island is not overrun by the horses.[35] The ponies and their sale were popularized by the children's book, Misty of Chincoteague[image: External link].

The purebred Chesapeake Bay Retriever[image: External link] dog was bred specifically for water sports, hunting and search and rescue in the Chesapeake area.[36] In 1878 the Chesapeake Bay Retriever was the first individual retriever breed recognized by the American Kennel Club[image: External link].[36] and was later adopted by the University of Maryland, Baltimore County[image: External link] as their mascot.

Maryland's reptile and amphibian population includes the diamondback terrapin[image: External link] turtle, which was adopted as the mascot of University of Maryland, College Park[image: External link]. The state is part of the territory of the Baltimore oriole[image: External link], which is the official state bird and mascot of the MLB team the Baltimore Orioles[image: External link].[37]
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 Environment




Maryland joined with neighboring states during the end of the 20th century to improve the health of the Chesapeake Bay[image: External link]. The bay's aquatic life and seafood industry have been threatened by development and by fertilizer and livestock waste entering the bay.[38][39]

In 2007, Forbes.com rated Maryland as the fifth "Greenest" state in the country behind three of the Pacific States and Vermont. Maryland ranks 40th in total energy consumption nationwide, and it managed less toxic waste per capita than all but six states in 2005.[40] In April 2007 Maryland joined the Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative[image: External link] (RGGI)—a regional initiative formed by all of the Northeastern states, Washington D.C., and three Canadian provinces to reduce greenhouse gas emissions.[citation needed[image: External link]] In March 2017, Maryland became the first state with proven gas reserves to ban fracking by passing a law against it. Vermont has such a law, but no shale gas, and New York has such a ban, though it was made by executive order.[23]
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 Climate




Maryland has a wide array of climates, due to local variances in elevation, proximity to water, and protection from colder weather due to downslope winds[image: External link].

The eastern half of Maryland—which includes the cities of Ocean City[image: External link], Salisbury[image: External link], Annapolis[image: External link], and the southern and eastern suburbs of Washington, D.C. and Baltimore—lies on the Atlantic Coastal Plain[image: External link], with flat topography and sandy or muddy soil. This region has a humid subtropical climate (Köppen Cfa), with hot, humid summers and a short, mild to cool winter; it falls under USDA Hardiness zone 8a.[28]

The Piedmont[image: External link] region—which includes northern and western greater Baltimore, Westminster[image: External link], Gaithersburg, Frederick[image: External link], and Hagerstown[image: External link]—has average seasonal snowfall totals generally exceeding 20 inches (51 cm) and, as part of USDA Hardiness zones 7b and 7a,[28] temperatures below 10 °F (−12 °C) are less rare. From the Cumberland Valley[image: External link] on westward, the climate begins to transition to a humid continental climate[image: External link] (Köppen Dfa).

In western Maryland, the higher elevations of Allegany[image: External link] and Garrett[image: External link] counties—including the cities of Cumberland[image: External link], Frostburg[image: External link], and Oakland[image: External link]—display more characteristics of the humid continental zone, due in part to elevation. They fall under USDA Hardiness zones 6b and below.[28]
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 Precipitation




Precipitation in the state is characteristic of the East Coast. Annual rainfall ranges from 35 to 45 inches (890 to 1,140 mm) with more in higher elevations. Nearly every part of Maryland receives 3.5–4.5 inches (89–114 mm) per month of rain. Average annual snowfall varies from 9 inches (23 cm) in the coastal areas to over 100 inches (250 cm) in the western mountains of the state.[41]
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 Hurricanes and tornadoes




Because of its location near the Atlantic Coast, Maryland is somewhat vulnerable to tropical cyclones[image: External link], although the Delmarva Peninsula[image: External link] and the outer banks of North Carolina provide a large buffer, such that strikes from major hurricanes (category 3 or above) occur infrequently. More often, Maryland gets the remnants of a tropical system which has already come ashore and released most of its energy. Maryland averages around 30–40 days of thunderstorms a year, and averages around six tornado strikes annually.[42]



	Monthly average high and low temperatures for various Maryland cities and landmarks



	City
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec



	Hyattsville[image: External link]
	47 °F (8 °C)

29 °F (−2 °C)
	51 °F (11 °C)

31 °F (−1 °C)
	60 °F (16 °C)

38 °F (3 °C)
	70 °F (21 °C)

46 °F (8 °C)
	78 °F (26 °C)

55 °F (13 °C)
	86 °F (30 °C)

64 °F (18 °C)
	89 °F (32 °C)

69 °F (21 °C)
	87 °F (31 °C)

67 °F (19 °C)
	81 °F (27 °C)

60 °F (16 °C)
	71 °F (22 °C)

49 °F (9 °C)
	61 °F (16 °C)

41 °F (5 °C)
	50 °F (10 °C)

32 °F (0 °C)



	Oakland[image: External link]
	34 °F (1 °C)

16 °F (−9 °C)
	38 °F (3 °C)

17 °F (−8 °C)
	48 °F (9 °C)

25 °F (−4 °C)
	59 °F (15 °C)

34 °F (1 °C)
	68 °F (20 °C)

45 °F (7 °C)
	75 °F (24 °C)

53 °F (12 °C)
	79 °F (26 °C)

58 °F (14 °C)
	78 °F (26 °C)

56 °F (13 °C)
	71 °F (22 °C)

49 °F (9 °C)
	62 °F (17 °C)

37 °F (3 °C)
	50 °F (10 °C)

28 °F (−2 °C)
	39 °F (4 °C)

21 °F (−6 °C)



	Cumberland[image: External link]
	41 °F (5 °C)

22 °F (−6 °C)
	46 °F (8 °C)

24 °F (−4 °C)
	56 °F (13 °C)

32 °F (0 °C)
	68 °F (20 °C)

41 °F (5 °C)
	77 °F (25 °C)

51 °F (11 °C)
	85 °F (29 °C)

60 °F (16 °C)
	89 °F (32 °C)

65 °F (18 °C)
	87 °F (31 °C)

63 °F (17 °C)
	80 °F (27 °C)

55 °F (13 °C)
	69 °F (21 °C)

43 °F (6 °C)
	57 °F (14 °C)

34 °F (1 °C)
	45 °F (7 °C)

26 °F (−3 °C)



	Hagerstown[image: External link]
	39 °F (4 °C)

22 °F (−6 °C)
	42 °F (6 °C)

23 °F (−5 °C)
	52 °F (11 °C)

30 °F (−1 °C)
	63 °F (17 °C)

39 °F (4 °C)
	72 °F (22 °C)

50 °F (10 °C)
	81 °F (27 °C)

59 °F (15 °C)
	85 °F (29 °C)

64 °F (18 °C)
	83 °F (28 °C)

62 °F (17 °C)
	76 °F (24 °C)

54 °F (12 °C)
	65 °F (18 °C)

43 °F (6 °C)
	54 °F (12 °C)

34 °F (1 °C)
	43 °F (6 °C)

26 °F (−3 °C)



	Frederick[image: External link]
	42 °F (6 °C)

26 °F (−3 °C)
	47 °F (8 °C)

28 °F (−2 °C)
	56 °F (13 °C)

35 °F (2 °C)
	68 °F (20 °C)

45 °F (7 °C)
	77 °F (25 °C)

54 °F (12 °C)
	85 °F (29 °C)

63 °F (17 °C)
	89 °F (32 °C)

68 °F (20 °C)
	87 °F (31 °C)

66 °F (19 °C)
	80 °F (27 °C)

59 °F (15 °C)
	68 °F (20 °C)

47 °F (8 °C)
	56 °F (13 °C)

38 °F (3 °C)
	45 °F (7 °C)

30 °F (−1 °C)



	Baltimore[image: External link]
	42 °F (6 °C)

29 °F (−2 °C)
	46 °F (8 °C)

31 °F (−1 °C)
	54 °F (12 °C)

39 °F (4 °C)
	65 °F (18 °C)

48 °F (9 °C)
	75 °F (24 °C)

57 °F (14 °C)
	85 °F (29 °C)

67 °F (19 °C)
	90 °F (32 °C)

72 °F (22 °C)
	87 °F (31 °C)

71 °F (22 °C)
	80 °F (27 °C)

64 °F (18 °C)
	68 °F (20 °C)

52 °F (11 °C)
	58 °F (14 °C)

43 °F (6 °C)
	46 °F (8 °C)

33 °F (1 °C)



	Elkton[image: External link]
	42 °F (6 °C)

24 °F (−4 °C)
	46 °F (8 °C)

26 °F (−3 °C)
	55 °F (13 °C)

32 °F (0 °C)
	67 °F (19 °C)

42 °F (6 °C)
	76 °F (24 °C)

51 °F (11 °C)
	85 °F (29 °C)

61 °F (16 °C)
	88 °F (31 °C)

66 °F (19 °C)
	87 °F (31 °C)

65 °F (18 °C)
	80 °F (27 °C)

57 °F (14 °C)
	69 °F (21 °C)

45 °F (7 °C)
	58 °F (14 °C)

36 °F (2 °C)
	46 °F (8 °C)

28 °F (−2 °C)



	Ocean City[image: External link]
	45 °F (7 °C)

28 °F (−2 °C)
	46 °F (8 °C)

29 °F (−2 °C)
	53 °F (12 °C)

35 °F (2 °C)
	61 °F (16 °C)

44 °F (7 °C)
	70 °F (21 °C)

53 °F (12 °C)
	79 °F (26 °C)

63 °F (17 °C)
	84 °F (29 °C)

68 °F (20 °C)
	82 °F (28 °C)

67 °F (19 °C)
	77 °F (25 °C)

60 °F (16 °C)
	68 °F (20 °C)

51 °F (11 °C)
	58 °F (14 °C)

39 °F (4 °C)
	49 °F (9 °C)

32 °F (0 °C)



	Waldorf[image: External link]
	44 °F (7 °C)

26 °F (−3 °C)
	49 °F (9 °C)

28 °F (−2 °C)
	58 °F (14 °C)

35 °F (2 °C)
	68 °F (20 °C)

43 °F (6 °C)
	75 °F (24 °C)

53 °F (12 °C)
	81 °F (27 °C)

62 °F (17 °C)
	85 °F (29 °C)

67 °F (19 °C)
	83 °F (28 °C)

65 °F (18 °C)
	78 °F (26 °C)

59 °F (15 °C)
	68 °F (20 °C)

47 °F (8 °C)
	59 °F (15 °C)

38 °F (3 °C)
	48 °F (9 °C)

30 °F (−1 °C)



	Point Lookout State Park[image: External link]
	47 °F (8 °C)

29 °F (−2 °C)
	51 °F (11 °C)

31 °F (−1 °C)
	60 °F (16 °C)

38 °F (3 °C)
	70 °F (21 °C)

46 °F (8 °C)
	78 °F (26 °C)

55 °F (13 °C)
	86 °F (30 °C)

64 °F (18 °C)
	89 °F (32 °C)

69 °F (21 °C)
	87 °F (31 °C)

67 °F (19 °C)
	81 °F (27 °C)

60 °F (16 °C)
	71 °F (22 °C)

49 °F (9 °C)
	61 °F (16 °C)

41 °F (5 °C)
	50 °F (10 °C)

32 °F (0 °C)



	[43][44][45][46][47][48][49][50][51][52]
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 History




Main article: History of Maryland[image: External link]
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 17th century
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 Maryland's first colonial settlement




Main article: Province of Maryland[image: External link]


The Catholic George Calvert, 1st Lord Baltimore[image: External link] sought a charter from Charles I[image: External link] for the territory between Pennsylvania and Virginia.[53] After George Calvert died in April 1632, the charter was granted to his son, Cecil Calvert, 2nd Baron Baltimore[image: External link], on June 20, 1632. The new "Maryland Colony" was named in honor of Henrietta Maria of France[image: External link], wife of Charles I of England.[54]

Lord Baltimore's first settlers arrived in the new colony in March 1634. They made their first permanent settlement at St. Mary's City[image: External link] in what is now St. Mary's County[image: External link]. They purchased the site from the paramount chief[image: External link] of the region, who was eager to establish trade. St. Mary's became the first capital of Maryland, and remained so for 60 years until 1695. More settlers soon followed. Their tobacco crops were successful and quickly made the new colony profitable. However, given the incidence of malaria and typhoid, life expectancy in Maryland was about 10 years less than in New England.[55]
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 Persecution of Catholics




See also: Plundering Time[image: External link]


Maryland was founded for the purpose of providing religious toleration of England's Roman Catholic[image: External link] minority.[56] In 1642 a number of Puritans[image: External link] left Virginia for Maryland and founded Providence (now called Annapolis).[57] A dispute with traders from Virginia over Kent Island[image: External link] led to armed conflict. In 1644 William Claiborne[image: External link], a Puritan, seized Kent Island while his associate, the pro-Parliament Puritan Richard Ingle, took over St. Mary's.[58] Both used religion as a tool to gain popular support. The two years from 1644–1646 that Claiborne and his Puritan associates held sway were known as "The Plundering Time". They captured Jesuit priests, imprisoned them, then sent them back to England.

In 1646 Leonard Calvert returned with troops, recaptured St. Mary's City, and restored order. The House of Delegates passed the "Act concerning Religion" in 1649 granting religious liberty to all Trinitarian Christians.[55]

In 1650 the Puritans revolted against the proprietary government. "Protestants swept the Catholics out of the legislature ...and religious strife returned".[55] The Puritans set up a new government prohibiting both Catholicism and Anglicanism. The Puritan revolutionary government persecuted Maryland Catholics during its reign, known as the plundering time. Mobs burned down all the original Catholic churches of southern Maryland. The Puritan rule lasted until 1658 when the Calvert family regained control and re-enacted the Toleration Act.

After England's "Glorious Revolution[image: External link]" of 1688, Maryland outlawed Catholicism. This lasted until after the American Revolutionary War. Wealthy Catholic planters built chapels on their land to practice their religion in relative secrecy.
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 Border disputes (1681–1760)




Main articles: Penn–Calvert Boundary Dispute[image: External link] and Cresap's War[image: External link]


The royal charter granted Maryland the land north of the Potomac River up to the 40th parallel[image: External link]. A problem arose when Charles II[image: External link] granted a charter for Pennsylvania. The grant defined Pennsylvania's southern border as identical to Maryland's northern border, the 40th parallel. But the grant indicated that Charles II and William Penn[image: External link] assumed the 40th parallel would pass close to New Castle, Delaware[image: External link] when it falls north of Philadelphia, the site of which Penn had already selected for his colony's capital city. Negotiations ensued after the problem was discovered in 1681.

A compromise proposed by Charles II in 1682 was undermined by Penn's receiving the additional grant of what is now Delaware.[59] Penn successfully argued that the Maryland charter entitled Lord Baltimore only to unsettled lands, and Dutch settlement in Delaware predated his charter. The dispute remained unresolved for nearly a century, carried on by the descendants of William Penn and Lord Baltimore — the Calvert family[image: External link], which controlled Maryland, and the Penn family[image: External link], which controlled Pennsylvania.[59]

The border dispute with Pennsylvania led to Cresap's War in the 1730s. Hostilities erupted in 1730 and escalated through the first half of the decade, culminating in the deployment of military forces by Maryland in 1736 and by Pennsylvania in 1737. The armed phase of the conflict ended in May 1738 with the intervention of King George II, who compelled the negotiation of a cease-fire. A provisional agreement had been established in 1732.[59]

Negotiations continued until a final agreement was signed in 1760. The agreement defined the border between Maryland and Pennsylvania as the line of latitude now known as the Mason–Dixon line[image: External link]. Maryland's border with Delaware was based on a Transpeninsular Line[image: External link] and the Twelve-Mile Circle[image: External link] around New Castle.[59]
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 18th century




Main article: Maryland in the American Revolution[image: External link]


Most of the English colonists arrived in Maryland as indentured servants[image: External link], and had to serve a several years' term as laborers to pay for their passage.[60] In the early years, the line between indentured servants and African slaves or laborers was fluid, and white and black laborers commonly lived and worked together, and formed unions. Mixed-race[image: External link] children born to white mothers were considered free by the principle of partus sequitur ventrem[image: External link], by which children took the social status of their mothers, a principle of slave law that was adopted throughout the colonies, following Virginia in 1662. During the colonial era, families of free people of color[image: External link] were formed most often by unions of white women and African men.[61]

Many of the free black families migrated to Delaware, where land was cheaper.[61] As the flow of indentured laborers to the colony decreased with improving economic conditions in England, planters in Maryland imported thousands more slaves and racial caste lines hardened. The economy's growth and prosperity was based on slave labor, devoted first to the production of tobacco[image: External link] as the commodity crop.

Maryland was one of the thirteen colonies[image: External link] that revolted against British rule in the American Revolution. On February 2, 1781, Maryland became the 13th state to approve the ratification of the Articles of Confederation[image: External link] which brought into being the United States as a united, sovereign[image: External link] and national state[image: External link]. It also became the seventh state admitted to the U.S. after ratifying the new Constitution. In December 1790 Maryland donated land selected by President George Washington to the federal government for the creation of the new national capital of Washington, D.C. The land was provided from Montgomery and Prince George's counties, as well as from Fairfax County[image: External link] and Alexandria in Virginia[image: External link]; however, the land donated by Virginia was later returned to that state by the District of Columbia retrocession.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 19th century




Influenced by a changing economy, revolutionary ideals, and preaching by ministers, numerous planters in Maryland freed their slaves in the 20 years after the Revolutionary War. Across the Upper South the free black population increased from less than 1% before the war to 14% by 1810.[62]

During the War of 1812, the British military attempted to capture Baltimore, which was protected by Fort McHenry[image: External link]. During this bombardment the song "Star Spangled Banner[image: External link]" was written by Francis Scott Key[image: External link]; it was later adopted as the national anthem.

The National Road (U.S. Hwy 40 today) was authorized in 1817 and ran from Baltimore to St. Louis – the first federal highway. The Baltimore and Ohio Railroad[image: External link] (B&O) was the first chartered railroad in the United States. It opened its first section of track for regular operation in 1830 between Baltimore and Ellicott City,[63] and in 1852 it became the first rail line to reach the Ohio River from the eastern seaboard.[64]
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 Civil War




Main article: Maryland in the American Civil War[image: External link]


The state remained with the Union during the Civil War,[65] due in significant part to demographics and Federal intervention. By 1860, 49% of Maryland's African Americans were free blacks[image: External link].[62]

Governor Thomas Holliday Hicks[image: External link] suspended the state legislature, and to help ensure the election of a new pro-union governor and legislature, President Abraham Lincoln had a number of its pro-slavery politicians[image: External link] arrested, including the Mayor of Baltimore, George William Brown[image: External link]; suspended several civil liberties, including habeas corpus; and ordered artillery placed on Federal Hill[image: External link] overlooking Baltimore. Historians debate the constitutionality of these wartime actions, and the suspension of civil liberties was later deemed illegal by the U.S. Supreme Court[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

In April 1861 Federal units and state regiments were attacked as they marched through Baltimore, sparking the Baltimore riot of 1861[image: External link], the first bloodshed in the Civil War.[66] Of the 115,000 men from Maryland who joined the military during the Civil War, 85,000, or 77%, joined the Union army[image: External link], while the remainder joined the Confederate Army[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] The largest and most significant battle in the state was the Battle of Antietam[image: External link] on September 17, 1862, near Sharpsburg[image: External link]. Although a tactical draw, the battle was considered a strategic Union victory and a turning point[image: External link] of the war.
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 After the war




A new state constitution in 1864 abolished slavery, and following passage of constitutional amendments that granted voting rights to freedmen[image: External link], in 1867 the state extended suffrage to non-white males.

The Democratic Party[image: External link] rapidly regained power in the state from Republicans[image: External link]. Democrats replaced the Constitution of 1864 with the Constitution of 1867[image: External link]. Following the end of Reconstruction in 1877, Democrats devised means of disfranchising[image: External link] blacks, initially by physical intimidation and voter fraud, later by constitutional amendments and laws. Blacks and immigrants, however, resisted Democratic Party disfranchisement efforts in the state. Maryland blacks were part of a biracial Republican coalition elected to state government in 1896–1904 and comprised 20% of the electorate.[67]

Compared to some other states, blacks were better established both before and after the civil war. Nearly half the population was free before the war, and some had accumulated property. Half the population lived in cities. Literacy was high among blacks and, as Democrats crafted means to exclude them, suffrage campaigns helped reach blacks and teach them how to resist.[67] Whites did impose racial segregation[image: External link] in public facilities and Jim Crow[image: External link] laws, which effectively lasted until passage of federal civil rights legislation in the mid-1960s.

Baltimore grew significantly during the Industrial Revolution[image: External link], due in large part to its seaport and good railroad connections, attracting European immigrant labor. Many manufacturing businesses were established in the Baltimore area after the Civil War. Baltimore businessmen, including Johns Hopkins[image: External link], Enoch Pratt[image: External link], George Peabody[image: External link], and Henry Walters[image: External link], founded notable city institutions that bear their names, including a university, library, music school and art museum.

Cumberland was Maryland's second-largest city in the 19th century. Nearby supplies of natural resources along with railroads fostered its growth into a major manufacturing center.[68]
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 20th century
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 Early 20th century




The Progressive Era of the late 19th and early 20th centuries brought political reforms. In a series of laws passed between 1892 and 1908, reformers worked for standard state-issued ballots (rather than those distributed and marked by the parties); obtained closed voting booths to prevent party workers from "assisting" voters; initiated primary elections[image: External link] to keep party bosses from selecting candidates; and had candidates listed without party symbols, which discouraged the illiterate[image: External link] from participating. These measures worked against ill-educated whites and blacks. Blacks resisted such efforts, with suffrage groups conducting voter education. Blacks defeated three efforts to disfranchise them, making alliances with immigrants to resist various Democratic campaigns.[67] Disfranchising bills in 1905, 1907, and 1911 were rebuffed, in large part because of black opposition. Blacks comprised 20% of the electorate and immigrants comprised 15%, and the legislature had difficulty devising requirements against blacks that did not also disadvantage immigrants.[67]

The Progressive Era also brought reforms in working conditions for Maryland's labor force. In 1902 the state regulated conditions in mines[image: External link]; outlawed child laborers[image: External link] under the age of 12; mandated compulsory school attendance; and enacted the nation's first workers' compensation[image: External link] law. The workers' compensation law was overturned in the courts, but was redrafted and finally enacted in 1910.

The Great Baltimore Fire[image: External link] of 1904 burned over 30 hours, destroying 1,526 buildings and spanning 70 city blocks. More than 1,231 firefighters[image: External link] worked to bring the blaze under control. With the nation's entry into World War I[image: External link] in 1917, new military bases such as Camp Meade[image: External link], the Aberdeen Proving Ground[image: External link], and the Edgewood Arsenal[image: External link] were established. Existing facilities, including Fort McHenry[image: External link], were greatly expanded.

Maryland's urban and rural communities had different experiences during the Great Depression. The "Bonus Army[image: External link]" marched through the state in 1932 on its way to Washington, D.C. Maryland instituted its first ever income tax[image: External link] in 1937 to generate revenue for schools and welfare.[69] Baltimore was a major war production center during World War II. The biggest operations were Bethlehem Steel[image: External link]'s Fairfield Yard, which built Liberty ships[image: External link]; and Glenn Martin[image: External link], an aircraft manufacturer.
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 1950–present




Maryland experienced population growth following World War II, particularly in the Baltimore and Washington, D.C. suburbs. Agricultural tracts gave way to residential communities such as Columbia[image: External link] and Montgomery Village[image: External link]. Concurrently the Interstate Highway System was built throughout the state, most notably I-95[image: External link] and the Capital Beltway, altering travel patterns. In 1952 the eastern and western halves of Maryland were linked for the first time by the Chesapeake Bay Bridge[image: External link], which replaced a nearby ferry[image: External link] service.[70]

Maryland's regions experienced economic changes following WWII. Heavy manufacturing declined in Baltimore. In Maryland's four westernmost counties, industrial, railroad, and coal mining jobs declined. On the lower Eastern Shore[image: External link], family farms were bought up by major concerns and large-scale poultry farms and vegetable farming became prevalent. In Southern Maryland, tobacco farming nearly vanished due to suburban development and a state tobacco buy-out program.

In an effort to reverse depopulation due to the loss of working-class industries, Baltimore initiated urban renewal projects in the 1960s with Charles Center[image: External link] and the Baltimore World Trade Center[image: External link]. Some resulted in the break-up of intact residential neighborhoods, producing social volatility, and some older residential areas around the harbor have had units renovated and have become popular with new populations.
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 Demographics




See also: List of counties in Maryland[image: External link], List of incorporated places in Maryland[image: External link], and List of census-designated places in Maryland[image: External link]


The United States Census Bureau estimates that the population of Maryland was 6,006,401 on July 1, 2015, a 4.03% increase since the 2010 United States Census.[71]

In 2015 Maryland had an estimated population of 6,006,401, which is an increase of 29,994, from the prior year and an increase of 232,849, or 4.03% percent, since 2010. This includes a natural increase since the last census of 189,158 people (that is 464,251 births minus 275,093 deaths) and an increase due to net migration of 116,713 people into the state. Immigration[image: External link] from outside the United States resulted in a net increase of 129,730 people, and migration within the country produced a net loss of 13,017 people.

The center of population[image: External link] of Maryland is located on the county line between Anne Arundel County and Howard County[image: External link], in the unincorporated community[image: External link] of Jessup[image: External link].[72]

Maryland's history as a border state[image: External link] has led it to exhibit characteristics of both the Northern and Southern regions of the United States. Generally, rural Western Maryland[image: External link] between the West Virginian Panhandle[image: External link] and Pennsylvania has an Appalachian[image: External link] culture; the Southern[image: External link] and Eastern Shore regions of Maryland embody a Southern culture[image: External link],[73] while densely populated Central Maryland—radiating outward from Baltimore and Washington, D.C.—has more in common with that of the Northeast.[74] The U.S. Census Bureau designates Maryland as one of the South Atlantic States[image: External link], but it is commonly associated with the Mid-Atlantic States[image: External link] and/or Northeastern United States by other federal agencies, the media, and some residents.[75][76][77][78][79]
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 Birth data




As of 2011, 58.0 percent of Maryland's population younger than age 1 were non-white.[80]

Note: Births in table don't add up, because Hispanics are counted both by their ethnicity and by their race, giving a higher overall number.



	Live Births by Race/Ethnicity of Mother



	Race[image: External link]
	2013[81]
	2014[82]
	2015[83]



	White[image: External link]:
	41,474 (57.6%)
	42,525 (57.5%)
	42,471 (57.7%)



	Non-Hispanic White[image: External link]
	32,568 (45.2%)
	33,178 (44.9%)
	32,412 (44.0%)



	Black
	24,764 (34.4%)
	25,339 (34.3%)
	25,017 (34.0%)



	Asian[image: External link]
	5,415 (7.5%)
	5,797 (7.8%)
	5,849 (7.9%)



	Native[image: External link]
	300 (0.4%)
	260 (0.3%)
	279 (0.4%)



	Hispanic[image: External link] (of any race)
	10,515 (14.6%)
	10,974 (14.8%)
	11,750 (16.0%)



	Total Maryland
	71,953 (100%)
	73,921 (100%)
	73,616 (100%)
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 Language




Spanish is the second-most-spoken language in Maryland, after English.[84]
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 Settlements




See also: Maryland statistical areas[image: External link]


Most of the population of Maryland lives in the central region of the state, in the Baltimore Metropolitan Area[image: External link] and Washington Metropolitan Area[image: External link], both of which are part of the Baltimore-Washington Metropolitan Area[image: External link]. The majority of Maryland's population is concentrated in the cities and suburbs surrounding Washington, D.C., as well as in and around Maryland's most populous city, Baltimore. Historically, these and many other Maryland cities developed along the Fall Line[image: External link], the line along which rivers, brooks, and streams are interrupted by rapids and/or waterfalls. Maryland's capital city, Annapolis, is one exception to this pattern, since it lies along the banks of the Severn River[image: External link], close to where it empties into the Chesapeake Bay[image: External link].

The Eastern Shore is less populous and more rural, as are the counties of western Maryland. The two westernmost[image: External link] counties of Maryland, Allegany[image: External link] and Garrett[image: External link], are mountainous and sparsely populated, resembling West Virginia and Appalachia[image: External link] more than they do the rest of Maryland. Both eastern and western Maryland are, however, dotted with cities of regional importance, such as Ocean City[image: External link], Princess Anne[image: External link], and Salisbury[image: External link] on the Eastern Shore[image: External link] and Cumberland[image: External link], Frostburg[image: External link], and Hancock[image: External link] in Western Maryland[image: External link]. Southern Maryland is still somewhat rural, but suburbanization from Washington, D.C. has encroached significantly since the 1960s; important local population centers include Lexington Park[image: External link], Prince Frederick[image: External link], and Waldorf[image: External link].[85][86]
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 Ancestry






	Historical population



	Census
	Pop.
	
	%±



	1790[image: External link]
	319,728
	
	—



	1800
	341,548
	
	6.8%



	1810
	380,546
	
	11.4%



	1820
	407,350
	
	7.0%



	1830
	447,040
	
	9.7%



	1840
	470,019
	
	5.1%



	1850
	583,034
	
	24.0%



	1860
	687,049
	
	17.8%



	1870
	780,894
	
	13.7%



	1880
	934,943
	
	19.7%



	1890
	1,042,390
	
	11.5%



	1900
	1,188,044
	
	14.0%



	1910
	1,295,346
	
	9.0%



	1920
	1,449,661
	
	11.9%



	1930
	1,631,526
	
	12.5%



	1940
	1,821,244
	
	11.6%



	1950
	2,343,001
	
	28.6%



	1960
	3,100,689
	
	32.3%



	1970
	3,922,399
	
	26.5%



	1980
	4,216,975
	
	7.5%



	1990
	4,781,468
	
	13.4%



	2000
	5,296,486
	
	10.8%



	2010
	5,773,552
	
	9.0%



	Est. 2016
	6,016,447
	
	4.2%



	Source: 1910–2010[87]

2015 estimate[71]






	Maryland Racial Breakdown of Population



	Racial composition
	1970[88]
	1990[88]
	2000[89]
	2010[90]



	White[image: External link]
	81.5%
	71.0%
	64.0%
	60.8%



	Black
	17.8%
	24.9%
	27.9%
	29.8%



	Asian[image: External link]
	0.5%
	2.9%
	4.0%
	5.5%



	Native[image: External link]
	0.1%
	0.3%
	0.3%
	0.3%



	Other race[image: External link]
	0.1%
	0.9%
	1.8%
	3.6%



	Two or more races[image: External link]
	–
	–
	2.0%
	2.9%



	Non-Hispanic whites[image: External link]
	80.4%
	69.6%
	62.1%
	54.7%




In 1970 the Census Bureau reported Maryland's population as 17.8 percent African-American and 80.4 percent non-Hispanic White.[91]

African Americans[image: External link] form a sizable portion of the state's population – nearly 30 percent in 2010.[92] Most are descendants of people transported to the area as slaves from West Africa, and many are of mixed race, including European and Native American ancestry. New residents of African descent include 20th-century and later immigrants from Nigeria[image: External link], particularly of the Igbo[image: External link] and Yoruba[image: External link] tribes.[93] Concentrations of African Americans live in Baltimore City[image: External link], Prince George's County, a suburb of Washington, DC, where many work; Charles County, western parts of Baltimore County[image: External link], and the southern Eastern Shore.

The top reported ancestries by Maryland residents are: German[image: External link] (15%), Irish[image: External link] (11%), English[image: External link] (8%), American (7%), Italian[image: External link] (6%), and Polish[image: External link] (3%).[94]

Irish American[image: External link] populations can be found throughout the Baltimore area,[95] and the Northern and Eastern suburbs of Washington D.C. in Maryland (descendents of those who moved out to the suburbs[96] of Washington's once predominantly Irish neighborhoods[96][97]), as well as Western Maryland, where Irish immigrant laborers helped to build the C & O Railroad.[95] Smaller but much older Irish populations can be found in Southern Maryland, with some roots dating as far back as the early Maryland colony.[98] This population, however, still remains culturally very active and yearly festivals are held.[99]

A large percentage of the population of the Eastern Shore[image: External link] and Southern Maryland[image: External link] are descendants of British American[image: External link] ancestry. The Eastern Shore was settled by Protestants, chiefly Methodist and the southern counties were initially settled by English Catholics. Western and northern Maryland have large German-American[image: External link] populations. More recent European immigrants of the late 19th and early 20th century settled first in Baltimore, attracted to its industrial jobs. Many of their ethnic Italian[image: External link], Polish[image: External link], Czech[image: External link], and Greek[image: External link] descendants still live in the area.

Large ethnic minorities[image: External link] include Eastern Europeans such as Croatians, Russians and Ukrainians. The shares of European immigrants born in Eastern Europe increased significantly between 1990 and 2010. Following the dissolution of the Soviet Union, Yugoslavia, and Czechoslovakia, many immigrants from Eastern Europe came to the United States- 12 percent of which currently reside in Maryland.[100][101]

Hispanic immigrants of the later 20th century have settled in Hyattsville[image: External link]/Langley Park[image: External link], Wheaton[image: External link], Bladensburg[image: External link], Riverdale Park[image: External link], Gaithersburg, and Highlandtown[image: External link] in East Baltimore. Salvadorans[image: External link] are the largest Hispanic group in Maryland. Other Hispanic groups with significant populations in the state include Mexicans[image: External link] and Puerto Ricans[image: External link] and Hondurans[image: External link]. Though the Salvadoran population is more concentrated in the area around Washington, DC, and the Puerto Rican population is more concentrated in the Baltimore area, all other major Hispanic groups in the state are evenly dispersed between these two areas. Maryland has one of the most diverse Hispanic populations in the country, with significant populations from various Caribbean[image: External link] and Central American[image: External link] nations.[102]

Jews are numerous throughout Montgomery County and in Pikesville[image: External link] and Owings Mills[image: External link] northwest of Baltimore. Asian Americans are concentrated in the suburban counties surrounding Washington, D.C. and in Howard County[image: External link], with Korean American[image: External link] and Taiwanese American[image: External link] communities in Rockville, Gaithersburg, and Germantown[image: External link] and a Filipino American[image: External link] community in Fort Washington[image: External link]. Numerous Indian Americans[image: External link] live across the state, especially in central Maryland. Amish[image: External link]/ Mennonite[image: External link] communities are found in St. Mary's[image: External link], Garrett[image: External link], and Washington[image: External link] counties.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Attracting educated Asians and Africans to the professional jobs in the region, Maryland has the fifth-largest proportions of racial minorities in the country.[103]

In 2006 645,744 were counted as foreign born, which represents mainly people from Latin America and Asia. About 4.0 percent are undocumented immigrants[image: External link].[104] Maryland also has a large Korean American population.[105] In fact, 1.7 percent are Korean, while as a whole, almost 6.0 percent are Asian.[106]

According to The Williams Institute's analysis of the 2010 U.S. Census, 12,538 same-sex couples are living in Maryland, representing 5.8 same-sex couples per 1,000 households.[107]
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	Religion (2010)[citation needed[image: External link]]




	
Roman Catholic[image: External link] 
	14%



	Southern Baptist[image: External link]
	3%



	Methodist
	4%



	Non-denominational Evangelical[image: External link]
	5%



	Judaism[image: External link]
	4%



	Other
	70%




The largest religious groups in Maryland as of 2010 were: the Catholic Church[image: External link] with 837,338 adherents in Maryland, followed by non-denominational Evangelical Protestants with 298,921 members, and the United Methodist Church[image: External link] with 238,774. The Southern Baptist Convention[image: External link] has 150,345 members.[108] Judaism[image: External link] is the largest non-Christian religion in Maryland with 241,000 adherents, or 4 percent of the total population.[109] The Seventh-day Adventist Church[image: External link]'s World Headquarters and Ahmadiyya[image: External link] Muslims national Headquarters is located in Silver Spring, just outside the District of Columbia.

Maryland has been prominent in U.S. Catholic tradition, partially because it was intended by George Calvert[image: External link] as a haven for English Catholics. Baltimore was the seat of the first Catholic bishop in the U.S. (1789), and Emmitsburg[image: External link] was the home and burial place of the first American-born citizen to be canonized[image: External link], St. Elizabeth Ann Seton[image: External link]. Georgetown University, the first Catholic University, was founded in 1789 in what was then part of Maryland.[110] The Basilica of the National Shrine of the Assumption of the Virgin Mary[image: External link] in Baltimore was the first Roman Catholic cathedral built in the United States, and the Archbishop of Baltimore[image: External link] is, albeit without formal primacy, the United States' quasi- primate[image: External link],[citation needed[image: External link]] and often a cardinal. Among the immigrants of the 19th and 20th century from eastern and southern Europe were many Catholics.
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 Economy




See also: Business in Maryland[image: External link], List of federal installations in Maryland[image: External link], List of shopping malls in Maryland[image: External link], and Maryland locations by per capita income[image: External link]


The Bureau of Economic Analysis[image: External link] estimates that Maryland's gross state product in 2012 was $317.7 billion.[111] However, Maryland has been using Genuine Progress Indicator[image: External link], an indicator of well-being, to guide the state's development, rather than relying only on growth indicators like GDP.[112][113] According to the U.S. Census Bureau, Maryland households are currently the wealthiest in the country, with a 2013 median household income of $72,483[114] which puts it ahead of New Jersey and Connecticut, which are second and third respectively. Two of Maryland's counties, Howard and Montgomery, are the second and eleventh wealthiest counties in the nation[image: External link] respectively. Maryland ranked No. 1 with the most millionaires per capita in 2013, with a ratio of 7.7 percent.[115] Also, the state's poverty rate of 7.8 percent is the lowest in the country.[116][117][118] Per capita personal income in 2006 was $43,500, fifth in the nation. As of May 2014, the state's unemployment rate was 5.5 percent.[119]

Maryland's economy benefits from the state's close proximity to the federal government in Washington, D.C. with an emphasis on technical and administrative tasks for the defense/aerospace industry and bio-research laboratories, as well as staffing of satellite government headquarters in the suburban or exurban Baltimore/Washington area. Ft. Meade serves as the headquarters of the Defense Information Systems Agency[image: External link], United States Cyber Command[image: External link], and the National Security Agency/Central Security Service[image: External link]. In addition, a number of educational and medical research institutions are located in the state. In fact, the various components of The Johns Hopkins University and its medical research facilities are now the largest single employer in the Baltimore area. Altogether, white collar[image: External link] technical and administrative workers comprise 25 percent of Maryland's labor force[image: External link],[citation needed[image: External link]] attributable in part to nearby Maryland being a part of the Washington Metro Area[image: External link] where the federal government office employment is relatively high.

Manufacturing, while large in dollar value, is highly diversified with no sub-sector contributing over 20 percent of the total. Typical forms of manufacturing include electronics, computer equipment, and chemicals. The once mighty primary metals sub-sector, which at one time included what was then the largest steel factory in the world at Sparrows Point[image: External link], still exists, but is pressed with foreign competition, bankruptcies[image: External link], and mergers[image: External link]. During World War II the Glenn Martin Company (now part of Lockheed Martin[image: External link]) airplane factory employed some 40,000 people.

Mining other than construction materials is virtually limited to coal, which is located in the mountainous western part of the state. The brownstone quarries in the east, which gave Baltimore and Washington much of their characteristic architecture in the mid-19th century, were once a predominant natural resource. Historically, there used to be small gold-mining operations in Maryland, some near Washington, but these no longer exist.
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 Baltimore port




One major service activity is transportation, centered on the Port of Baltimore[image: External link] and its related rail[image: External link] and trucking access. The port ranked 17th in the U.S. by tonnage in 2008.[120] Although the port handles a wide variety of products, the most typical imports are raw materials and bulk commodities, such as iron ore[image: External link], petroleum[image: External link], sugar[image: External link], and fertilizers[image: External link], often distributed to the relatively close manufacturing centers of the inland Midwest[image: External link] via good overland transportation. The port also receives several different brands of imported motor vehicles and is the number one auto port in the U.S.[121]

Baltimore City is the eighth largest port in the nation, and was at the center of the February 2006 controversy[image: External link] over the Dubai Ports World[image: External link] deal because it was considered to be of such strategic importance. The state as a whole is heavily industrialized, with a booming economy and influential technology centers. Its computer industries are some of the most sophisticated in the United States, and the federal government has invested heavily in the area. Maryland is home to several large military bases and scores of high level government jobs.

The Chesapeake and Delaware Canal[image: External link] is a 14 miles (23 km) canal[image: External link] on the Eastern Shore that connects the waters of the Delaware River with those of the Chesapeake Bay, and in particular with the Port of Baltimore, carrying 40 percent of the port's ship traffic.[122]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Agriculture and fishing




Maryland has a large food-production sector. A large component of this is commercial fishing[image: External link], centered in the Chesapeake Bay, but also including activity off the short Atlantic seacoast. The largest catches by species are the blue crab[image: External link], oysters[image: External link], striped bass[image: External link], and menhaden[image: External link]. The Bay also has overwintering waterfowl in its wildlife refuges. The waterfowl support a tourism sector of sportsmen[image: External link].

Maryland has large areas of fertile agricultural land in its coastal and Piedmont[image: External link] zones, though this land use is being encroached upon by urbanization. Agriculture is oriented to dairy farming (especially in foothill and piedmont areas) for nearby large city milksheads plus specialty perishable horticulture crops, such as cucumbers[image: External link], watermelons[image: External link], sweet corn[image: External link], tomatoes[image: External link], muskmelons[image: External link], squash[image: External link], and peas[image: External link] (Source:USDA Crop Profiles). In addition, the southern counties of the western shoreline of Chesapeake Bay are warm enough to support a tobacco[image: External link] cash crop[image: External link] zone, which has existed since early Colonial times but declined greatly after a state government buyout in the 1990s. There is also a large automated chicken[image: External link]-farming sector in the state's southeastern part; Salisbury[image: External link] is home to Perdue Farms[image: External link]. Maryland's food-processing plants are the most significant type of manufacturing by value in the state.
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 Biotechnology




Maryland is a major center for life sciences[image: External link] research and development. With more than 400 biotechnology companies located there, Maryland is the fourth-largest nexus in this field in the United States.[123]

Institutions and government agencies with an interest in research and development located in Maryland include the Johns Hopkins University, the Johns Hopkins Applied Physics Laboratory[image: External link], more than one campus of the University System of Maryland[image: External link], Goddard Space Flight Center[image: External link], the United States Census Bureau, the National Institutes of Health (NIH), the National Institute of Standards and Technology[image: External link] (NIST), the National Institute of Mental Health[image: External link] (NIMH), the Walter Reed National Military Medical Center[image: External link], the federal Food and Drug Administration[image: External link] (FDA), the Howard Hughes Medical Institute[image: External link], the Celera Genomics[image: External link] company, the J. Craig Venter Institute[image: External link] (JCVI), and MedImmune[image: External link] – recently purchased by AstraZeneca[image: External link].
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 Defense contractors




Maryland is home to defense contractor Emergent BioSolutions[image: External link], which manufactures and provides an anthrax vaccine[image: External link] to U.S. government military personnel. As of April 2014, Emergent had sold over 66 million doses of BioThrax[image: External link] to the U.S. government.[124] Forbes recognized Emergent as the top performing company in the state of Maryland for the 2015–2016 fiscal year.[125]
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 Tourism




Tourism is popular in Maryland, with tourists visiting the city attractions of Baltimore, the beach attractions of the Eastern Shore, and the nature attractions of western Maryland, as well as many passing through en route to Washington, DC. Baltimore attractions include the Harborplace[image: External link] and the Baltimore Aquarium[image: External link], as well as the popular Camden Yards[image: External link] baseball stadium. Ocean City[image: External link] on the Atlantic Coast has been a popular beach destination in summer, particularly since the Chesapeake Bay Bridge[image: External link] was built in 1952 connecting the Eastern Shore to the more populated Maryland cities.[70]
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 Transportation




The Maryland Department of Transportation[image: External link], headquartered in the Hanover[image: External link] area of unincorporated[image: External link] Anne Arundel County,[126] oversees most transportation in the state through its various administration-level agencies. The independent Maryland Transportation Authority[image: External link], headquartered in Baltimore, maintains and operates the state's eight toll facilities.
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 Roads




See also: List of Interstate Highways in Maryland[image: External link], List of Maryland state highways[image: External link], List of minor Maryland state highways[image: External link], and List of former Maryland state highways[image: External link]


Maryland's Interstate highways include 110 miles (180 km) of Interstate 95[image: External link] (I-95), which enters the northeast portion of the state, travels through Baltimore, and becomes part of the eastern section of the Capital Beltway to the Woodrow Wilson Bridge[image: External link]. I-68[image: External link] travels 81 miles (130 km), connecting the western portions of the state to I-70[image: External link] at the small town of Hancock. I-70 enters from Pennsylvania north of Hancock and continues east for 93 miles (150 km) to Baltimore, connecting Hagerstown[image: External link] and Frederick[image: External link] along the way.

I-83[image: External link] has 34 miles (55 km) in Maryland and connects Baltimore to southern central Pennsylvania ( Harrisburg[image: External link] and York, Pennsylvania). Maryland also has an 11-mile (18 km) portion of I-81[image: External link] that travels through the state near Hagerstown. I-97[image: External link], fully contained within Anne Arundel County and the second shortest (17.6 miles (28.3 km)) one- or two-digit Interstate highway which connects the Baltimore area to the Annapolis area. Hawaii has one that is shorter.[clarification needed[image: External link]]

There are also several auxiliary Interstate highways[image: External link] in Maryland. Among them are two beltways encircling the major cities of the region: I-695[image: External link], the McKeldin (Baltimore) Beltway, which encircles Baltimore; and a portion of I-495, the Capital Beltway, which encircles Washington, D.C. I-270[image: External link], which connects the Frederick area with Northern Virginia and the District of Columbia through major suburbs to the northwest of Washington, is a major commuter route and is as wide as fourteen lanes at points.

Both I-270 and the Capital Beltway were extremely congested[image: External link]; however, the Intercounty Connector[image: External link] (ICC; MD 200[image: External link]) alleviated some of the congestion over time. Construction of the ICC was a major part of the campaign platform of former Governor Robert Ehrlich[image: External link], who was in office from 2003 until 2007, and of Governor Martin O'Malley[image: External link], who succeeded him. I-595[image: External link], which is an unsigned highway[image: External link] concurrent with US 50[image: External link]/ US 301[image: External link], is the longest unsigned interstate in the country and connects Prince George's County and Washington D.C.[image: External link] with Annapolis[image: External link] and the Eastern Shore[image: External link] via the Chesapeake Bay Bridge[image: External link].

Maryland also has a state highway[image: External link] system that contains routes numbered from 2 through 999, however most of the higher-numbered routes are either unsigned or are relatively short. Major state highways include Routes 2[image: External link] (Governor Ritchie Highway/Solomons Island Road/Southern Maryland Blvd.), 4[image: External link] (Pennsylvania Avenue/Southern Maryland Blvd./Patuxent Beach Road/St. Andrew's Church Road), 5[image: External link] (Branch Avenue/Leonardtown Road/Point Lookout Road), 32[image: External link], 45[image: External link] (York Road), 97[image: External link] (Georgia Avenue), 100[image: External link] (Paul T. Pitcher Memorial Highway), 210[image: External link] (Indian Head Highway), 235[image: External link] (Three Notch Road), 295[image: External link] (Baltimore-Washington Parkway), 355[image: External link] (Wisconsin Avenue/Rockville Pike/Frederick Road), 404[image: External link] (Queen Anne Highway/ Shore Highway), and 650[image: External link] (New Hampshire Avenue).
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 Airports




See also: Aviation in Maryland[image: External link] and List of airports in Maryland[image: External link]


Maryland's largest airport is Baltimore-Washington International Thurgood Marshall Airport[image: External link], more commonly referred to as BWI. The airport is named for the Baltimore-born Thurgood Marshall[image: External link], the first African-American Supreme Court justice. The only other airports with commercial service are at Hagerstown[image: External link] and Salisbury[image: External link].

The Maryland suburbs of Washington, D.C. are also served by the other two airports in the region, Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport and Dulles International Airport[image: External link], both in Northern Virginia[image: External link]. The College Park Airport[image: External link] is the nation's oldest, founded in 1909, and is still used. Wilbur Wright[image: External link] trained military aviators at this location.[127][128]
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 Rail




See also: List of Maryland railroads[image: External link]


Amtrak trains, including the high speed Acela Express serve Baltimore's Penn Station[image: External link], BWI Airport[image: External link], New Carrollton[image: External link], and Aberdeen[image: External link] along the Washington D.C.[image: External link] to Boston Northeast Corridor[image: External link]. In addition, train service is provided to Rockville and Cumberland[image: External link] by Amtrak's Washington, D.C., to Chicago[image: External link] Capitol Limited[image: External link].

The WMATA[image: External link]'s Metrorail[image: External link] rapid transit and Metrobus[image: External link] local bus systems (the 2nd and 6th busiest in the nation of their respective modes) provide service in Montgomery and Prince George's counties and connect them to Washington D.C., with the express Metrobus Route B30[image: External link] serving BWI Airport[image: External link]. The Maryland Transit Administration[image: External link] (often abbreviated as "MTA Maryland"), a state agency part of the Maryland Department of Transportation[image: External link] also provides transit services within the state. Headquartered in Baltimore, MTA's transit services are largely focused on central Maryland, as well as some portions of the Eastern Shore and Southern MD. Baltimore's Light Rail[image: External link] and Metro Subway[image: External link] systems serve its densely populated inner-city and the surrounding suburbs. The MTA also serves the city and its suburbs with its local bus[image: External link] service (the 9th largest system in the nation). The MTA's Commuter Bus[image: External link] system provides express coach service on longer routes connecting Washington D.C. and Baltimore to parts of Central and Southern MD as well as the Eastern Shore. The commuter rail service, known as MARC[image: External link], operates three lines which all terminate at Washington Union Station[image: External link] and provide service to Baltimore's Penn[image: External link] and Camden[image: External link] stations, Perryville[image: External link], Frederick[image: External link], and Martinsburg, WV[image: External link]. In addition, many suburban counties operate their own local bus systems which connect to and complement the larger MTA and WMATA/Metro services.

Freight rail transport[image: External link] is handled principally by two Class I railroads[image: External link], as well as several smaller regional and local carriers. CSX Transportation[image: External link] has more extensive trackage[image: External link] throughout the state, with 560 miles (900 km),[129] followed by Norfolk Southern Railway[image: External link]. Major rail yards[image: External link] are located in Baltimore and Cumberland,[129] with an intermodal[image: External link] terminal (rail, truck and marine) in Baltimore.[130]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Law and government




Main article: Government of Maryland[image: External link]


See also: List of Governors of Maryland[image: External link], Maryland Army National Guard[image: External link], and Maryland Air National Guard[image: External link]


The government of Maryland[image: External link] is conducted according to the state constitution[image: External link]. The government of Maryland, like the other 49 state governments[image: External link], has exclusive authority over matters that lie entirely within the state's borders, except as limited by the Constitution of the United States[image: External link].

Power in Maryland is divided among three branches of government: executive[image: External link], legislative[image: External link], and judicial[image: External link]. The Maryland General Assembly[image: External link] is composed of the Maryland House of Delegates[image: External link] and the Maryland Senate[image: External link]. Maryland's governor[image: External link] is unique in the United States as the office is vested with significant authority in budgeting. The legislature may not increase the governor's proposed budget expenditures. Unlike many other states, significant autonomy is granted to many of Maryland's counties.

Most of the business of government is conducted in Annapolis, the state capital[image: External link]. Elections for governor and most statewide offices, as well as most county elections, are held in midterm-election years[image: External link] (even-numbered years not divisible by four).

The judicial branch of state government consists of one united District Court of Maryland that sits in every county and Baltimore City, as well as 24 Circuit Courts sitting in each County and Baltimore City, the latter being courts of general jurisdiction for all civil disputes over $30,000.00, all equitable jurisdiction and major criminal proceedings. The intermediate appellate court is known as the Court of Special Appeals[image: External link] and the state supreme court[image: External link] is the Court of Appeals[image: External link]. The appearance of the judges of the Maryland Court of Appeals is unique; Maryland is the only state whose judges wear red robes.[131]
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 Taxation




Maryland imposes five income tax[image: External link] brackets, ranging from 2 to 6.25 percent of personal income.[132] The city of Baltimore and Maryland's 23 counties levy local "piggyback" income taxes at rates between 1.25 and 3.2 percent of Maryland taxable income. Local officials set the rates and the revenue is returned to the local governments quarterly. The top income tax bracket of 9.45 percent is the fifth highest combined state and local income tax rates in the country, behind New York City's 11.35 percent, California's 10.3 percent, Rhode Island's 9.9 percent, and Vermont's 9.5 percent.[133]

Maryland's state sales tax[image: External link] is 6 percent.[citation needed[image: External link]] All real property in Maryland is subject to the property tax[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] Generally, properties that are owned and used by religious, charitable, or educational organizations or property owned by the federal, state or local governments are exempt.[citation needed[image: External link]] Property tax rates vary widely.[citation needed[image: External link]] No restrictions or limitations on property taxes are imposed by the state, meaning cities and counties can set tax rates at the level they deem necessary to fund governmental services.[citation needed[image: External link]] If a proposed tax rate increases the total property tax revenues, the governing body must advertise that fact and hold a public hearing on the new tax rate, which is called the Constant Yield Tax Rate process.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Elections




Further information: Politics of Maryland[image: External link] and Political party strength in Maryland[image: External link]




	Gubernatorial election results



	Year
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Republican[image: External link]



	1950
	42.7% 275,824

	
57.3% 369,807




	1954
	45.5% 319,033

	
54.5% 381,451




	1958
	
63.6% 485,061

	36.5% 278,173




	1962
	
55.6% 428,071

	44.4% 341,271




	1966[image: External link]
	40.6% 373,543

	
49.5% 455,318




	1970
	
65.7% 639,579

	32.3% 314,336




	1974
	
63.5% 602,648

	36.5% 346,449




	1978
	
71.0% 718,328

	29.0% 293,635




	1982
	
62.0% 705,910

	38.0% 432,826




	1986
	
82.4% 907,291

	17.6% 194,185




	1990
	
59.8% 664,015

	40.2% 446,980




	1994[image: External link]
	
50.2% 708,094

	49.8% 702,101




	1998[image: External link]
	
55.1% 846,972

	44.8% 688,357




	2002[image: External link]
	47.7% 813,422

	
51.6% 879,592




	2006[image: External link]
	
52.7% 942,279

	46.2% 825,464




	2010[image: External link]
	
56.2% 1,044,961

	41.8% 776,319




	2014[image: External link]
	47.3% 818,890

	
51.0% 884,400







	Presidential election results



	Year
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Republican[image: External link]



	1952
	43.8% 395,337

	
55.4% 499,424




	1956
	40.0% 372,613

	
60.0% 559,738




	1960[image: External link]
	
53.6% 565,808

	46.4% 489,538




	1964[image: External link]
	
65.5% 730,912

	34.5% 385,495




	1968[image: External link]
	
43.6% 538,310

	41.9% 517,995




	1972[image: External link]
	37.4% 505,781

	
61.3% 829,305




	1976[image: External link]
	
53.0% 759,612

	47.0% 672,661




	1980[image: External link]
	
47.1% 726,161

	44.2% 680,606




	1984[image: External link]
	47.0% 787,935

	
52.5% 879,918




	1988[image: External link]
	48.2% 826,304

	
51.1% 876,167




	1992[image: External link]
	
49.8% 988,571

	35.6% 707,094




	1996[image: External link]
	
54.3% 966,207

	38.3% 681,530




	2000[image: External link]
	
56.6% 1,145,782

	40.2% 813,797




	2004[image: External link]
	
55.9% 1,334,493

	42.9% 1,024,703




	2008[image: External link]
	
61.9% 1,629,467

	36.5% 959,862




	2012[image: External link]
	
62.0% 1,677,844

	35.9% 971,869




	2016[image: External link]
	
60.3% 1,677,928

	33.9% 943,169





Since before the Civil War, Maryland's elections have been largely controlled by the Democrats[image: External link][citation needed[image: External link]]

State elections are dominated[ when?[image: External link]] by Baltimore and the populous suburban counties bordering Washington, D.C.: Montgomery and Prince George's. Forty-three percent of the state's population resides[ when?[image: External link]] in these three jurisdictions, each of which contain large, traditionally Democratic voting bloc(s)[image: External link]: African Americans in Baltimore and Prince George's, federal employees in Prince George's and Montgomery, and postgraduates[image: External link] in Montgomery. The remainder of the state, particularly Western Maryland[image: External link] and the Eastern Shore[image: External link], is more supportive of Republicans[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] Maryland´s best known political figure[according to whom?[image: External link]] is a Republican – former Governor Spiro Agnew[image: External link], who served as United States Vice President under Richard Nixon[image: External link] as Vice President from 1969 to 1973, when he resigned in the aftermath of revelations that he had taken bribes[image: External link] while he was Governor of Maryland. In late 1973 a court found Agnew guilty of violating tax laws.[citation needed[image: External link]]

In 1980, Maryland was one of six states to vote for Jimmy Carter[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] In recent[ weasel words[image: External link]] years, Maryland has been among the most reliable states for Democratic nominees.[citation needed[image: External link]] In 1992, Bill Clinton[image: External link] fared better in Maryland than any other state except his home state of Arkansas.[citation needed[image: External link]] In 1996, Maryland was Clinton's sixth best, in 2000 Maryland ranked fourth for Gore and in 2004 John Kerry[image: External link] showed his fifth-best performance in Maryland.[citation needed[image: External link]] In 2008 Barack Obama[image: External link] won the state's 10 electoral votes with 61.9 percent of the vote to John McCain[image: External link]'s 36.5 percent.[citation needed[image: External link]] As of September 2016, Maryland supported the Democratic nominee in each of the last six presidential elections, by an average margin of 15.4 percent.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Both of Maryland's U.S. Senators and seven of its eight Representatives in Congress are[ when?[image: External link]] Democrats, and Democrats hold a supermajority[image: External link] in the state Senate.[citation needed[image: External link]]

In 2002, former Governor Robert Ehrlich[image: External link] was the first Republican to be elected to that office in four decades, and after one term lost his seat to Baltimore Mayor[image: External link] and Democrat Martin O'Malley[image: External link]. Ehrlich ran again for governor in 2010, losing again to O'Malley.[citation needed[image: External link]]

The 2006 election brought no change in the pattern of Democratic dominance. After Democratic Senator Paul Sarbanes[image: External link] announced that he was retiring, Democratic Congressman Benjamin Cardin[image: External link] defeated Republican Lieutenant Governor Michael S. Steele[image: External link], with 55 percent of the vote, against Steele's 44 percent.

While Republicans usually win more counties, by piling up large margins in the west and east, they are also usually swamped by the more densely populated and heavily Democratic Baltimore-Washington axis. In 2008, for instance, McCain won 17 counties to Obama's six; Obama also carried Baltimore City. While McCain won most of the western and eastern counties by margins of 2-to-1 or more, he was almost completely shut out in the larger counties surrounding Baltimore and Washington; every large county except Anne Arundel went for Obama.[135]

Erom 2007 to 2011 U.S. Congressman Steny Hoyer[image: External link] ( MD-5[image: External link]), a Democrat[image: External link], was elected as Majority Leader[image: External link] for the 110th Congress[image: External link] of the House of Representatives, and 111th Congress[image: External link], serving in that post. His district covers parts of Anne Arundel and Prince George's counties, in addition to all of Charles, Calvert and St. Mary's[image: External link] counties in southern Maryland[image: External link].[136]

In 2010 Republicans won control of most counties. The Democratic Party remained in control of eight county governments including Baltimore City[image: External link].[137]

In 2014 Larry Hogan[image: External link], a Republican, was elected Governor of Maryland.[138] Hogan is the second Republican to become the Governor of Maryland since Spiro Agnew's resigned in 1969 to become Vice President.



	Voter Registration by Party (February 2016)[139]



	Party
	Number of Voters
	Percentage



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	2,059,544
	55.7%



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	959,858
	26.0%



	
	Unaffiliated
	614,887
	17.0%



	
	Libertarian
	11,256
	0.3%



	
	Green
	8,716
	0.2%



	
	Other
	40,266
	1.0%



	Total
	3,694,527
	100%
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See also: List of school districts in Maryland[image: External link], List of high schools in Maryland[image: External link], and Arts and culture of Maryland[image: External link]


Education Week ranked Maryland #1 in its nationwide 2009–2013 Quality Counts reports.[citation needed[image: External link]] The College Board's 9th Annual AP Report to the Nation also ranked Maryland first.[citation needed[image: External link]] Primary and secondary education in Maryland is overseen by the Maryland State Department of Education[image: External link], which is headquartered in Baltimore[image: External link].[140] The highest educational official in the state is the State Superintendent of Schools[image: External link], who is appointed by the State Board of Education[image: External link] to a four-year term of office. The Maryland General Assembly has given the Superintendent and State Board autonomy to make educationally related decisions, limiting its own influence on the day-to-day functions of public education. Each county and county-equivalent in Maryland has a local Board of Education[image: External link] charged with running the public schools in that particular jurisdiction.

The budget for education was $5.5 billion in 2009, representing about 40 percent of the state's general fund.[141]

Maryland has a broad range of private primary and secondary schools. Many of these are affiliated with various religious sects, including parochial schools[image: External link] of the Catholic Church[image: External link], Quaker[image: External link] schools, Seventh-day Adventist[image: External link] schools, and Jewish[image: External link] schools. In 2003, Maryland law was changed to allow for the creation of publicly funded charter schools, although the charter schools must be approved by their local Board of Education and are not exempt from state laws on education, including collective bargaining laws.

In 2008 the state led the entire country in the percentage of students passing Advanced Placement[image: External link] examinations. 23.4 percent of students earned passing grades on the AP tests given in May 2008. This marks the first year that Maryland earned this honor.[142] Three Maryland high schools (in Montgomery County) were ranked among the top 100 in the country by US News in 2009, based in large part on AP test scores.[143]
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See also: List of colleges and universities in Maryland[image: External link]


Maryland has several historic and renowned private colleges and universities, the most prominent of which is Johns Hopkins University, founded in 1876 with a grant from Baltimore entrepreneur Johns Hopkins[image: External link].

The first public university in the state is the University of Maryland, Baltimore[image: External link], which was founded in 1807 and contains the University of Maryland's only public academic health[image: External link], human services, and one of two law centers[image: External link] (the other being the University of Baltimore School of Law[image: External link]). Seven professional and graduate schools train the majority of the state's physicians, nurses, dentists, lawyers, social workers, and pharmacists.[144] The largest undergraduate institution in Maryland is the University of Maryland, College Park[image: External link] which was founded as the Maryland Agricultural College in 1856 and became a public land grant college[image: External link] in 1864. Towson University[image: External link], founded in 1866, is the state's second largest university. Baltimore is home to the University of Maryland, Baltimore County[image: External link] and the Maryland Institute College of Art[image: External link]. The majority of public universities in the state are affiliated with the University System of Maryland[image: External link]. Two state-funded institutions, Morgan State University[image: External link] and St. Mary's College of Maryland[image: External link], as well as two federally funded institutions, the Uniformed Services University of the Health Sciences[image: External link] and the United States Naval Academy[image: External link], are not affiliated with the University System of Maryland.

St. John's College[image: External link] in Annapolis, Maryland and Washington College in Chestertown, Maryland[image: External link], both private institutions, are the two oldest colleges in the state, and are among the oldest in the country. Other private institutions include Mount St. Mary's University[image: External link], McDaniel College[image: External link] (formerly known as Western Maryland College), Hood College[image: External link], Stevenson University[image: External link] (formerly known as Villa Julie College), Loyola University Maryland[image: External link], and Goucher College[image: External link], among others.
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Maryland's 24 public library systems deliver public education for everyone in the state of Maryland through a curriculum that comprises three pillars: Self-Directed Education (books and materials in all formats, e-resources), Research Assistance & Instruction (individualized research assistance, classes for students of all ages), and Instructive & Enlightening Experiences (e.g., Summer Reading Clubs, author events).

Maryland's library systems include, in part:


	
Baltimore County Public Library[image: External link] System

	Cecil County Public Library[image: External link]

	Enoch Pratt Free Library[image: External link]

	Harford County Public Library[image: External link]

	Howard County Public Library[image: External link]

	Montgomery County Public Libraries[image: External link]

	Prince George's County Memorial Library System[image: External link]

	St. Mary's County Public Library[145]




Many of the library systems have established formalized partnerships with other educational institutions in their counties and regions.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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See also: Sports in Maryland[image: External link] and List of people from Maryland § Athletes[image: External link]


With two major metropolitan areas, Maryland has a number of major and minor professional sports franchises. Two National Football League[image: External link] teams play in Maryland, the Baltimore Ravens[image: External link] in Baltimore[image: External link] and the Washington Redskins[image: External link] in Landover[image: External link]. The Baltimore Colts[image: External link] represented the NFL in Baltimore from 1953 to 1983 before moving to Indianapolis[image: External link].

The Baltimore Orioles[image: External link] are the state's Major League Baseball[image: External link] franchise. The National Hockey League[image: External link]'s Washington Capitals[image: External link] and the National Basketball Association[image: External link]'s Washington Wizards[image: External link] formerly played in Maryland, until the construction of an arena in Downtown D.C. in 1997 (originally known as MCI Center, renamed Verizon Center in 2006).

Maryland enjoys considerable historical repute for the talented sports players of its past, including Cal Ripken Jr.[image: External link] and Babe Ruth[image: External link]. In 2012, The Baltimore Sun[image: External link] published a list of Maryland's top ten athletes in the state's history. The list includes Babe Ruth, Cal Ripken Jr, Johnny Unitas[image: External link], Brooks Robinson[image: External link], Frank Robinson[image: External link], Ray Lewis[image: External link], Michael Phelps[image: External link], Jimmie Foxx[image: External link], Jim Parker[image: External link], and Wes Unseld[image: External link].[146]

Other professional sports franchises in the state include five affiliated minor league baseball[image: External link] teams, one independent league baseball[image: External link] team, the Baltimore Blast[image: External link] indoor soccer team, two indoor football teams,three low-level outdoor soccer teams, and the Chesapeake Bayhawks[image: External link] of Major League Lacrosse[image: External link]. Maryland is also home to one of the three races in horse racing's annual Triple Crown, the Preakness Stakes[image: External link], which is run every spring at Pimlico Race Course[image: External link] in Baltimore.

The Congressional Country Club[image: External link] has hosted three golf tournaments for the U.S. Open[image: External link] and a PGA Championship[image: External link].

The official state sport of Maryland, since 1962, is jousting[image: External link]; the official team sport since 2004 is lacrosse[image: External link].[147] The National Lacrosse Hall of Fame[image: External link] is located on the Johns Hopkins University campus in Baltimore. In 2008, intending to promote physical fitness for all ages, walking became the official state exercise. Maryland is the first state with an official state exercise.[148]
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	Arts and culture of Maryland[image: External link]

	Province of Maryland[image: External link]

	Protestant Revolution (Maryland)[image: External link]
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Geographic coordinate System






A geographic coordinate system is a coordinate system[image: External link] used in geography[image: External link] that enables every location on Earth to be specified by a set of numbers, letters or symbols.[n 1] The coordinates are often chosen such that one of the numbers represents a vertical position[image: External link], and two or three[image: External link] of the numbers represent a horizontal position[image: External link]. A common choice of coordinates is latitude[image: External link], longitude[image: External link] and elevation[image: External link].[1]

To specify a location on a two-dimensional map requires a map projection[image: External link].[2]



TOP
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 History




Main articles: History of geodesy[image: External link], history of longitude[image: External link], and history of prime meridians[image: External link]


The invention[image: External link] of a geographic coordinate system is generally credited to Eratosthenes[image: External link] of Cyrene[image: External link], who composed his now-lost Geography[image: External link] at the Library of Alexandria[image: External link] in the 3rd century BC.[3] A century later, Hipparchus[image: External link] of Nicaea[image: External link] improved on this system by determining latitude from stellar measurements rather than solar altitude and determining longitude by using simultaneous timings of lunar eclipses[image: External link], rather than dead reckoning[image: External link]. In the 1st or 2nd century, Marinus[image: External link] of Tyre[image: External link] compiled an extensive gazetteer and mathematically-plotted world map[image: External link] using coordinates measured east from a prime meridian[image: External link] at the westernmost known land, designated the Fortunate Isles[image: External link], off the coast of western Africa around the Canary or Cape Verde Islands, and measured north or south of the island of Rhodes[image: External link] off Asia Minor[image: External link]. Ptolemy[image: External link] credited him with the full adoption of longitude and latitude, rather than measuring latitude in terms of the length of the midsummer[image: External link] day.[4] Ptolemy's 2nd-century Geography[image: External link] used the same prime meridian but measured latitude from the equator[image: External link] instead. After their work was translated into Arabic[image: External link] in the 9th century, Al-Khwārizmī[image: External link]'s Book of the Description of the Earth[image: External link] corrected Marinus' and Ptolemy's errors regarding the length of the Mediterranean Sea[image: External link],[n 2] causing medieval Arabic cartography[image: External link] to use a prime meridian around 10° east of Ptolemy's line. Mathematical cartography resumed in Europe following Maximus Planudes[image: External link]' recovery of Ptolemy's text a little before 1300; the text was translated into Latin[image: External link] at Florence[image: External link] by Jacobus Angelus[image: External link] around 1407.

In 1884, the United States hosted the International Meridian Conference[image: External link], attended by representatives from twenty-five nations. Twenty-two of them agreed to adopt the longitude of the Royal Observatory[image: External link] in Greenwich, England[image: External link] as the zero-reference line. The Dominican Republic voted against the motion, while France and Brazil abstained.[5] France adopted Greenwich Mean Time[image: External link] in place of local determinations by the Paris Observatory[image: External link] in 1911.
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 Geographic latitude and longitude




Main articles: Latitude[image: External link] and Longitude[image: External link]


The "latitude" (abbreviation: Lat., φ[image: External link], or phi) of a point on Earth's surface is the angle between the equatorial plane and the straight line that passes through that point and through (or close to) the center of the Earth.[n 3] Lines joining points of the same latitude trace circles on the surface of Earth called parallels[image: External link], as they are parallel to the equator and to each other. The north pole[image: External link] is 90° N; the south pole[image: External link] is 90° S. The 0° parallel of latitude is designated the equator[image: External link], the fundamental plane[image: External link] of all geographic coordinate systems. The equator divides the globe into Northern[image: External link] and Southern Hemispheres[image: External link].

The "longitude" (abbreviation: Long., λ[image: External link], or lambda) of a point on Earth's surface is the angle east or west of a reference meridian[image: External link] to another meridian that passes through that point. All meridians are halves of great ellipses[image: External link] (often called great circles[image: External link]), which converge at the north and south poles. The meridian of the British[image: External link] Royal Observatory[image: External link] in Greenwich[image: External link], in south-east London, England, is the international prime meridian[image: External link], although some organizations—such as the French Institut Géographique National[image: External link]—continue to use other meridians for internal purposes. The prime meridian determines the proper Eastern[image: External link] and Western Hemispheres[image: External link], although maps often divide these hemispheres further west in order to keep the Old World[image: External link] on a single side. The antipodal[image: External link] meridian of Greenwich is both 180°W and 180°E. This is not to be conflated with the International Date Line[image: External link], which diverges from it in several places for political reasons, including between far eastern Russia and the far western Aleutian Islands[image: External link].

The combination of these two components specifies the position of any location on the surface of Earth, without consideration of altitude[image: External link] or depth. The grid formed by lines of latitude and longitude is known as a "graticule". [6] The origin/zero point of this system is located in the Gulf of Guinea[image: External link] about 625 km (390 mi) south of Tema[image: External link], Ghana[image: External link].
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 Measuring height using datums




Main articles: Geodetic datum[image: External link], Figure of the Earth[image: External link], and Reference ellipsoid[image: External link]
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 Complexity of the problem




To completely specify a location of a topographical feature on, in, or above Earth, one also has to specify the vertical distance from Earth's center or surface.

Earth is not a sphere, but an irregular shape approximating a biaxial ellipsoid[image: External link]. It is nearly spherical, but has an equatorial bulge making the radius at the equator about 0.3% larger than the radius measured through the poles. The shorter axis approximately coincides with the axis of rotation. Though early navigators thought of the sea as a flat surface that could be used as a vertical datum, this is not actually the case. Earth has a series of layers of equal potential energy[image: External link] within its gravitational field[image: External link]. Height is a measurement at right angles to this surface, roughly toward Earth's centre, but local variations make the equipotential layers irregular (though roughly ellipsoidal). The choice of which layer to use for defining height is arbitrary.
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 Common baselines




Common height baselines include [2]


	The surface of the datum ellipsoid, resulting in an ellipsoidal height


	The mean sea level as described by the gravity geoid[image: External link], yielding the orthometric height[image: External link][1][7]


	A vertical datum[image: External link], yielding a dynamic height[image: External link] relative to a known reference height.



Along with the latitude and longitude , the height provides the three-dimensional geodetic coordinates or geographic coordinates for a location.[8]
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 Datums




In order to be unambiguous about the direction of "vertical" and the "surface" above which they are measuring, map-makers choose a reference ellipsoid[image: External link] with a given origin and orientation that best fits their need for the area they are mapping. They then choose the most appropriate mapping of the spherical coordinate system onto that ellipsoid, called a terrestrial reference system or geodetic datum[image: External link].

Datums may be global, meaning that they represent the whole earth, or they may be local, meaning that they represent an ellipsoid best-fit to only a portion of the earth. Points on the earth's surface move relative to each other due to continental plate motion, subsidence, and diurnal movement caused by the moon[image: External link] and the tides[image: External link]. This daily movement can be as much as a metre. Continental movement can be up to 10 cm a year, or 10 m in a century. A weather system[image: External link] high-pressure area can cause a sinking of 5 mm. Scandinavia[image: External link] is rising by 1 cm a year as a result of the melting of the ice sheets of the last ice age[image: External link], but neighbouring Scotland[image: External link] is rising by only 0.2 cm. These changes are insignificant if a local datum is used, but are statistically significant if a global datum is used.[1]

Examples of global datums include World Geodetic System[image: External link] (WGS 84), the default datum used for the Global Positioning System[image: External link], [n 4] and the International Terrestrial Reference Frame[image: External link] (ITRF), used for estimating continental drift[image: External link] and crustal deformation[image: External link].[9] The distance to Earth's centre can be used both for very deep positions and for positions in space.[1]

Local datums chosen by a national cartographical organisation include the North American Datum[image: External link], the European ED50[image: External link], and the British OSGB36[image: External link]. Given a location, the datum provides the latitude and longitude . In the United Kingdom there are three common latitude, longitude, and height systems in use. WGS 84 differs at Greenwich from the one used on published maps OSGB36[image: External link] by approximately 112m. The military system ED50[image: External link], used by NATO[image: External link], differs from about 120m to 180m.[1]

The latitude and longitude on a map made against a local datum may not be the same as one obtained from a GPS receiver. Coordinates from the mapping system[image: External link] can sometimes be roughly changed into another datum using a simple translation[image: External link]. For example, to convert from ETRF89 (GPS) to the Irish Grid[image: External link] add 49 metres to the east, and subtract 23.4 metres from the north.[10] More generally one datum is changed into any other datum using a process called Helmert transformations[image: External link]. This involves converting the spherical coordinates into Cartesian coordinates and applying a seven parameter transformation (translation, three-dimensional rotation[image: External link]), and converting back.[1]

In popular GIS software, data projected in latitude/longitude is often represented as a 'Geographic Coordinate System'. For example, data in latitude/longitude if the datum is the North American Datum of 1983[image: External link] is denoted by 'GCS North American 1983'.

Further information: Geographic coordinate conversion[image: External link]
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 Map projection




Main article: Map projection[image: External link]


To establish the position of a geographic location on a map[image: External link], a map projection is used to convert geodetic coordinates to two-dimensional coordinates on a map; it projects the datum ellipsoidal coordinates and height onto a flat surface of a map. The datum, along with a map projection applied to a grid of reference locations, establishes a grid system for plotting locations. Common map projections in current use include the Universal Transverse Mercator[image: External link] (UTM), the Military Grid Reference System[image: External link] (MGRS), the United States National Grid[image: External link] (USNG), the Global Area Reference System[image: External link] (GARS) and the World Geographic Reference System[image: External link] (GEOREF).[11] Coordinates on a map are usually in terms northing[image: External link] N and easting[image: External link] E offsets relative to a specified origin.

Map projection formulas depend in the geometry of the projection as well as parameters dependent on the particular location at which the map is projected. The set of parameters can vary based on type of project and the conventions chosen for the projection. For the transverse Mercator projection[image: External link] used in UTM, the parameters associated are the latitude and longitude of the natural origin, the false northing and false easting, and an overall scale factor.[12] Given the parameters associated with particular location or grin, the projection formulas for the transverse Mercator are a complex mix of algebraic and trigonometric functions.[12]:45-54
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 UTM and UPS systems




Main articles: Universal Transverse Mercator[image: External link] and Universal Polar Stereographic[image: External link]


The Universal Transverse Mercator[image: External link] (UTM) and Universal Polar Stereographic[image: External link] (UPS) coordinate systems both use a metric-based cartesian grid laid out on a conformally projected[image: External link] surface to locate positions on the surface of the Earth. The UTM system is not a single map projection[image: External link] but a series of sixty, each covering 6-degree bands of longitude. The UPS system is used for the polar regions, which are not covered by the UTM system.
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 Stereographic coordinate system




Further information: Stereographic projection[image: External link]


During medieval times, the stereographic coordinate system was used for navigation purposes.[citation needed[image: External link]] The stereographic coordinate system was superseded by the latitude-longitude system. Although no longer used in navigation, the stereographic coordinate system is still used in modern times to describe crystallographic orientations in the fields of crystallography[image: External link], mineralogy[image: External link] and materials science.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Cartesian coordinates




Main article: axes conventions[image: External link]


Every point that is expressed in ellipsoidal coordinates can be expressed as an rectilinear x y z ( Cartesian[image: External link]) coordinate. Cartesian coordinates simplify many mathematical calculations. The Cartesian systems of different datums are not equivalent.[2]
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 Earth-centered, earth-fixed




Main article: ECEF[image: External link]


The earth-centered earth-fixed[image: External link] (also known as the ECEF, ECF, or conventional terrestrial coordinate system) rotates with the Earth and has its origin at the center of the Earth.

The conventional right-handed coordinate system puts:


	The origin at the center of mass of the earth, a point close to the Earth's center of figure[image: External link]


	The Z axis on the line between the north and south poles, with positive values increasing northward (but does not exactly coincide with the Earth's rotational axis)[13]


	The X and Y axes in the plane of the equator

	The X axis passing through extending from 180 degrees longitude at the equator (negative) to 0 degrees longitude (prime meridian[image: External link]) at the equator (positive)

	The Y axis passing through extending from 90 degrees west longitude at the equator (negative) to 90 degrees east longitude at the equator (positive)



An example is the NGS data[image: External link] for a brass disk near Donner Summit, in California. Given the dimensions of the ellipsoid, the conversion from lat/lon/height-above-ellipsoid coordinates to X-Y-Z is straightforward—calculate the X-Y-Z for the given lat-lon on the surface of the ellipsoid and add the X-Y-Z vector that is perpendicular to the ellipsoid there and has length equal to the point's height above the ellipsoid. The reverse conversion is harder: given X-Y-Z we can immediately get longitude, but no closed formula for latitude and height exists. See "Geodetic system[image: External link]." Using Bowring's formula in 1976 Survey Review the first iteration gives latitude correct within 10-11 degree as long as the point is within 10000 meters above or 5000 meters below the ellipsoid.
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 Local east, north, up (ENU) coordinates




In many targeting and tracking applications the local East, North, Up[image: External link] (ENU) Cartesian coordinate system is far more intuitive and practical than ECEF or Geodetic coordinates. The local ENU coordinates are formed from a plane tangent to the Earth's surface fixed to a specific location and hence it is sometimes known as a "Local Tangent" or "local geodetic" plane. By convention the east axis is labeled , the north and the up .
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 Local north, east, down (NED) coordinates




Also known as local tangent plane (LTP). In an airplane, most objects of interest are below the aircraft, so it is sensible to define down as a positive number. The North, East, Down[image: External link] (NED) coordinates allow this as an alternative to the ENU local tangent plane. By convention, the north axis is labeled , the east and the down . To avoid confusion between and , etc. in this web page we will restrict the local coordinate frame to ENU.
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 Expressing latitude and longitude as linear units




Main articles: Length of a degree of latitude[image: External link] and Length of a degree of longitude[image: External link]


On the GRS80 or WGS84[image: External link] spheroid at sea level[image: External link] at the equator, one latitudinal second measures 30.715 metres[image: External link], one latitudinal minute is 1843 metres and one latitudinal degree is 110.6 kilometres. The circles of longitude, meridians, meet at the geographical poles, with the west-east width of a second naturally decreasing as latitude increases. On the equator[image: External link] at sea level, one longitudinal second measures 30.92 metres, a longitudinal minute is 1855 metres and a longitudinal degree is 111.3 kilometres. At 30° a longitudinal second is 26.76 metres, at Greenwich (51°28′38″N) 19.22 metres, and at 60° it is 15.42 metres.

On the WGS84 spheroid, the length in meters of a degree of latitude at latitude φ (that is, the distance along a north-south line from latitude (φ − 0.5) degrees to (φ + 0.5) degrees) is about


	[14]



Similarly, the length in meters of a degree of longitude can be calculated as


	[14]



(Those coefficients can be improved, but as they stand the distance they give is correct within a centimeter.)

An alternative method to estimate the length of a longitudinal degree at latitude is to assume a spherical Earth (to get the width per minute and second, divide by 60 and 3600, respectively):


	



where Earth's average meridional radius[image: External link] is 6,367,449 m. Since the Earth is not spherical that result can be off by several tenths of a percent; a better approximation of a longitudinal degree at latitude is


	



where Earth's equatorial radius equals 6,378,137 m and ; for the GRS80 and WGS84 spheroids, b/a calculates to be 0.99664719. ( is known as the reduced (or parametric) latitude[image: External link]). Aside from rounding, this is the exact distance along a parallel of latitude; getting the distance along the shortest route will be more work, but those two distances are always within 0.6 meter of each other if the two points are one degree of longitude apart.



	Longitudinal length equivalents at selected latitudes



	Latitude
	City
	Degree
	Minute
	Second
	±0.0001°



	60°
	Saint Petersburg[image: External link]
	55.80 km
	0.930 km
	15.50 m
	5.58 m



	51° 28′ 38″ N
	Greenwich[image: External link]
	69.47 km
	1.158 km
	19.30 m
	6.95 m



	45°
	Bordeaux[image: External link]
	78.85 km
	1.31 km
	21.90 m
	7.89 m



	30°
	New Orleans[image: External link]
	96.49 km
	1.61 km
	26.80 m
	9.65 m



	0°
	Quito[image: External link]
	111.3 km
	1.855 km
	30.92 m
	11.13 m
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 Geostationary coordinates




Geostationary[image: External link] satellites (e.g., television satellites) are over the equator[image: External link] at a specific point on Earth, so their position related to Earth is expressed in longitude[image: External link] degrees only. Their latitude[image: External link] is always zero (or approximately so), that is, over the equator.
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 On other celestial bodies




Similar coordinate systems are defined for other celestial bodies such as:


	A similarly well-defined system based on the reference ellipsoid[image: External link] for Mars[image: External link].

	
Selenographic coordinates[image: External link] for the Moon[image: External link]
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 See also





	Decimal degrees[image: External link]

	Geodetic datum[image: External link]

	Geographic coordinate conversion[image: External link]

	Geographic information system[image: External link]

	Geographical distance[image: External link]

	Linear referencing[image: External link]

	Map projection[image: External link]

	Spatial reference systems[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ In specialized works, "geographic coordinates" are distinguished from other similar coordinate systems, such as geocentric coordinates and geodetic coordinates. See, for example, Sean E. Urban and P. Kenneth Seidelmann, Explanatory Supplement to the Astronomical Almanac, 3rd. ed., (Mill Valley CA: University Science Books, 2013) p. 20–23.


	
^ The pair had accurate absolute distances within the Mediterranean but underestimated the circumference of the earth[image: External link], causing their degree measurements to overstate its length west from Rhodes or Alexandria, respectively.


	
^ Alternative versions of latitude and longitude include geocentric coordinates, which measure with respect to Earth's center; geodetic coordinates, which model Earth as an ellipsoid[image: External link]; and geographic coordinates, which measure with respect to a plumb line at the location for which coordinates are given.


	
^ WGS 84 is the default datum used in most GPS equipment, but other datums can be selected.
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List of sovereign States






"List of nations" and "List of countries" redirect here. For other country lists, see Lists of countries and territories[image: External link]. For non-sovereign dependencies, see Dependent territory.

This list of sovereign states provides an overview of sovereign states[image: External link] around the world[image: External link], with information on their status and recognition of their sovereignty[image: External link].

Membership within the United Nations[image: External link] system divides the 206 listed states into three categories: 193 member states[image: External link],[1] two observer states[image: External link], and 11 other states. The sovereignty dispute column indicates states whose sovereignty is undisputed (190 states) and states whose sovereignty is disputed (16 states, out of which there are 6 member states, 1 observer state and 9 other states).

Compiling a list such as this can be a difficult and controversial process, as there is no definition that is binding on all the members of the community of nations concerning the criteria for statehood[image: External link]. For more information on the criteria used to determine the contents of this list, please see the criteria for inclusion section below. The list is intended to include entities that have been recognized to have de facto status as sovereign states, and inclusion should not be seen as an endorsement of any specific claim to statehood in legal terms.

List of states



	Short and formal names
	Membership within the UN System[image: External link][a]
	Sovereignty dispute[b]
	Further information on status and recognition of sovereignty[d]



	
	
	
	



	↓ UN member states[image: External link] and observer states[image: External link] ↓
	
	
	



	Abkhazia → Abkhazia
	
	
	



	  Afghanistan[image: External link] – Islamic Republic of Afghanistan
	UN member state[image: External link]
	None
	



	  Albania[image: External link] – Republic of Albania
	UN member state
	None
	



	  Algeria[image: External link] – People's Democratic Republic of Algeria
	UN member state
	None
	



	  Andorra[image: External link] – Principality of Andorra
	UN member state
	None
	Andorra is a co-principality[image: External link] in which the office of head of state is jointly held ex officio by the French president[image: External link] and the bishop of the Roman Catholic diocese of Urgell[image: External link],[2] who himself is appointed by the Holy See[image: External link].



	  Angola[image: External link] – Republic of Angola
	UN member state
	None
	



	 Antigua and Barbuda[image: External link]
	UN member state
	None
	Antigua and Barbuda is a Commonwealth realm[image: External link][e] with 1 autonomous region, Barbuda[image: External link].[f]



	 Argentina – Argentine Republic[g]
	UN member state
	None
	Argentina is a federation[image: External link] of 23 provinces and 1 autonomous city[image: External link].



	  Armenia[image: External link] – Republic of Armenia
	UN member state
	Not recognized by Pakistan[4][5][6]
	See Armenia–Pakistan relations[image: External link] and Nagorno-Karabakh conflict[image: External link].



	 Australia – Commonwealth of Australia
	UN member state
	None
	
Australia is a Commonwealth realm[image: External link][e] and a federation[image: External link] of six states and 10 territories[image: External link]. The external territories of Australia are:

	
 Ashmore and Cartier Islands[image: External link]


	
 Australian Antarctic Territory[image: External link]


	
 Christmas Island[image: External link]


	
 Cocos (Keeling) Islands[image: External link]


	
 Coral Sea Islands Territory[image: External link]


	
 Heard Island and McDonald Islands[image: External link]


	
 Norfolk Island[image: External link]








	  Austria[image: External link] – Republic of Austria
	UN member state
	None
	Member of the European Union[image: External link].[c] Austria is a federation[image: External link] of nine states[image: External link] (Bundesländer).



	  Azerbaijan[image: External link] – Republic of Azerbaijan
	UN member state
	None
	Azerbaijan contains two autonomous regions, Nakhchivan[image: External link] and Nagorno-Karabakh[image: External link] (Dağlıq Qarabağ).[f] The Republic of Artsakh, a de facto state, has been established in the latter.



	 Bahamas, The – Commonwealth of the Bahamas
	UN member state
	None
	The Bahamas is a Commonwealth realm[image: External link].[e]



	  Bahrain[image: External link] – Kingdom of Bahrain
	UN member state
	None
	



	  Bangladesh[image: External link] – People's Republic of Bangladesh
	UN member state
	None
	



	  Barbados[image: External link]
	UN member state
	None
	Barbados is a Commonwealth realm[image: External link].[e]



	  Belarus[image: External link] – Republic of Belarus
	UN member state
	None
	Belarus forms the Union State[image: External link] jointly with Russia[image: External link].



	  Belgium[image: External link] – Kingdom of Belgium
	UN member state
	None
	Member of the EU.[c] Belgium is a federation[image: External link] divided into linguistic communities and regions[image: External link].



	 Belize
	UN member state
	None
	Belize is a Commonwealth realm[image: External link].[e]



	  Benin[image: External link] – Republic of Benin[h]
	UN member state
	None
	



	  Bhutan[image: External link] – Kingdom of Bhutan
	UN member state
	None
	



	  Bolivia[image: External link] – Plurinational State of Bolivia
	UN member state
	None
	



	 Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link]
	UN member state
	None
	
Bosnia and Herzegovina is a federation of two constituent units:

	 Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link]

	
 Republika Srpska[image: External link]




and Brčko District[image: External link], a self-governing administrative unit.[8]





	  Botswana[image: External link] – Republic of Botswana
	UN member state
	None
	



	 Brazil – Federative Republic of Brazil
	UN member state
	None
	Brazil is a federation[image: External link] of 26 states and 1 federal district[image: External link].



	  Brunei[image: External link] – Nation of Brunei, Abode of Peace
	UN member state
	None
	



	  Bulgaria[image: External link] – Republic of Bulgaria
	UN member state
	None
	Member of the EU.[c]



	 Burkina Faso[image: External link][i]
	UN member state
	None
	



	Burma → Myanmar
	
	
	



	  Burundi[image: External link] – Republic of Burundi
	UN member state
	None
	



	  Cambodia[image: External link] – Kingdom of Cambodia
	UN member state
	None
	



	  Cameroon[image: External link] – Republic of Cameroon
	UN member state
	None
	



	 Canada[j]
	UN member state
	None
	Canada is a Commonwealth realm[image: External link][e] and a federation[image: External link] of 10 provinces and three territories[image: External link].



	 Cape Verde[image: External link] – Republic of Cabo Verde
	UN member state
	None
	



	 Central African Republic[image: External link]
	UN member state
	None
	



	  Chad[image: External link] – Republic of Chad
	UN member state
	None
	



	  Chile[image: External link] – Republic of Chile
	UN member state
	None
	Chile has two "special territories" in the Valparaíso Region[image: External link]: Easter Island[image: External link] and Juan Fernández Islands[image: External link]



	  China[image: External link] – People's Republic of China[k]
	UN member state
	Partially unrecognized[image: External link]. Claimed by the Republic of China
	
The People's Republic of China (PRC) contains five autonomous regions, Guangxi[image: External link], Inner Mongolia[image: External link], Ningxia[image: External link], Xinjiang[image: External link] and Tibet[image: External link].[f] Additionally, it has sovereignty over the Special Administrative Regions[image: External link] of:

	
 Hong Kong[image: External link]


	
  Macau[image: External link]




China claims, but does not control, Taiwan which is governed by a rival administration (the Republic of China) claiming all of China as its territory.[l]

China is not recognised by 21[image: External link] UN member states and the Holy See[image: External link], which instead recognise Taiwan.[m]

China controls part of the territory of Kashmir[image: External link], which is disputed by India and Pakistan.





	China, Republic of → Taiwan
	
	
	



	  Colombia[image: External link] – Republic of Colombia
	UN member state
	None
	



	  Comoros[image: External link] – Union of the Comoros
	UN member state
	None
	Comoros is a federation[image: External link] of 3 islands[image: External link].[n]



	 Congo, Democratic Republic of the[image: External link][o]
	UN member state
	None
	



	 Congo, Republic of the[image: External link][p]
	UN member state
	None
	



	Cook Islands → Cook Islands
	
	
	



	 Costa Rica – Republic of Costa Rica
	UN member state
	None
	



	Côte d'Ivoire → Ivory Coast
	
	
	



	  Croatia[image: External link] – Republic of Croatia
	UN member state
	None
	Member of the EU.[c]



	 Cuba – Republic of Cuba
	UN member state
	None
	



	  Cyprus[image: External link] – Republic of Cyprus
	UN member state
	Not recognized by Turkey[10]
	Member of the EU.[c] The northeastern part of the island is the de facto state of Northern Cyprus. See Foreign relations of Cyprus[image: External link] and Cyprus dispute[image: External link]. Turkey[image: External link] refers to the Republic of Cyprus government as "The Greek Cypriot Administration of Southern Cyprus".[11]



	 Czech Republic[image: External link][q]
	UN member state
	None
	Member of the EU.[c]



	Democratic People's Republic of Korea → Korea, North
	
	
	



	Democratic Republic of the Congo → Congo, Democratic Republic of the
	
	
	



	  Denmark[image: External link] – Kingdom of Denmark
	UN member state
	None
	
Member of the EU.[c] The Kingdom of Denmark[image: External link] includes two self-governing territories:

	
 Faroe Islands[image: External link] (Føroyar/Færøerne)


	
 Greenland (Kalaallit Nunaat/Grønland)




The continental territory of Denmark, the Faroe Islands, and Greenland form the three constituent countries of the Kingdom. The designation "Denmark" can refer either to continental Denmark or to the short name for the entire Kingdom (e.g. in international organizations). The Kingdom of Denmark as a whole is a member of the EU, but EU law does not apply to the Faroe Islands and Greenland.[12][13] Also see Greenland Treaty[image: External link].





	  Djibouti[image: External link] – Republic of Djibouti
	UN member state
	None
	



	  Dominica[image: External link] – Commonwealth of Dominica
	UN member state
	None
	



	 Dominican Republic
	UN member state
	None
	



	 East Timor[image: External link] – Democratic Republic of Timor-Leste[r]
	UN member state
	None
	



	  Ecuador[image: External link] – Republic of Ecuador
	UN member state
	None
	



	  Egypt[image: External link] – Arab Republic of Egypt
	UN member state
	None
	



	 El Salvador[image: External link] – Republic of El Salvador
	UN member state
	None
	



	 Equatorial Guinea[image: External link] – Republic of Equatorial Guinea
	UN member state
	None
	



	  Eritrea[image: External link] – State of Eritrea
	UN member state
	None
	



	  Estonia[image: External link] – Republic of Estonia
	UN member state
	None
	Member of the EU.[c]



	 Ethiopia – Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia
	UN member state
	None
	Ethiopia is a federation[image: External link] of nine regions and two chartered cities[image: External link].



	  Fiji[image: External link] – Republic of Fiji
	UN member state
	None
	Fiji contains 1 autonomous region, Rotuma[image: External link].[f][14][15]



	  Finland[image: External link] – Republic of Finland
	UN member state
	None
	
Member of the EU.[c]

	  Åland[image: External link] is a neutral and demilitarised autonomous region of Finland.[f][s]







	  France[image: External link] – French Republic
	UN member state
	None
	
Member of the EU.[c] France contains five overseas regions/departments: French Guiana[image: External link], Guadeloupe, Martinique, Mayotte[image: External link], and Réunion[image: External link]. France also includes the overseas territories of:

	
 Clipperton Island[image: External link]


	
 French Polynesia[image: External link]


	
 New Caledonia[image: External link]


	
 Saint Barthélemy


	
 Saint Martin


	
 Saint Pierre and Miquelon


	
 Wallis and Futuna[image: External link]


	
 French Southern and Antarctic Lands[image: External link]








	  Gabon[image: External link] – Gabonese Republic
	UN member state
	None
	



	 Gambia, The[image: External link] – Republic of the Gambia
	UN member state
	None
	



	  Georgia[image: External link]
	UN member state
	None
	Georgia contains two autonomous republics, Adjara[image: External link] and Abkhazia[image: External link].[f] In Abkhazia and South Ossetia, de facto states have been formed.



	  Germany[image: External link] – Federal Republic of Germany
	UN member state
	None
	Member of the EU.[c] Germany is a federation[image: External link] of 16 federated states[image: External link] (Länder).



	  Ghana[image: External link] – Republic of Ghana
	UN member state
	None
	



	  Greece[image: External link] – Hellenic Republic
	UN member state
	None
	Member of the EU.[c] Mount Athos[image: External link] is an autonomous part of Greece that is jointly governed by the multinational "Holy Community" on the mountain and a civil governor appointed by the Greek government.[16]



	 Grenada
	UN member state
	None
	Grenada is a Commonwealth realm[image: External link].[e]



	  Guatemala[image: External link] – Republic of Guatemala
	UN member state
	None
	



	  Guinea[image: External link] – Republic of Guinea[t]
	UN member state
	None
	



	  Guinea-Bissau[image: External link] – Republic of Guinea-Bissau
	UN member state
	None
	



	  Guyana[image: External link] – Co-operative Republic of Guyana
	UN member state
	None
	



	 Haiti – Republic of Haiti
	UN member state
	None
	



	Holy See → Vatican City
	
	
	



	 Honduras – Republic of Honduras
	UN member state
	None
	



	  Hungary[image: External link]
	UN member state
	None
	Member of the EU.[c]



	  Iceland[image: External link][u]
	UN member state
	None
	



	 India – Republic of India
	UN member state
	None
	India is a federation[image: External link] of 29 states and seven union territories[image: External link]. India claims the entire territory of Kashmir[image: External link] as one of its states, but only exercises control over part of it, while the rest is controlled by the People's Republic of China[image: External link] and Pakistan.



	  Indonesia[image: External link] – Republic of Indonesia
	UN member state
	None
	Indonesia has five provinces[image: External link] with official special autonomy status: Aceh[image: External link], Jakarta SCR[image: External link], Yogyakarta SR[image: External link], Papua[image: External link], and West Papua[image: External link].[f]



	  Iran[image: External link] – Islamic Republic of Iran
	UN member state
	None
	



	  Iraq[image: External link] – Republic of Iraq
	UN member state
	None
	Iraq is a federation[image: External link][n][20] of 19 governorates[image: External link], five of which make up the autonomous  Iraqi Kurdistan[image: External link].[f]



	  Ireland[image: External link][22]
	UN member state
	None
	Member of the EU.[c]



	  Israel[image: External link] – State of Israel
	UN member state
	Partially unrecognized[image: External link]
	Israel exerts strong control over the territory claimed by Palestine. Israel annexed East Jerusalem[image: External link],[23] an annexation not recognised by the international community.[24] Israel maintains varying levels of control[image: External link] over the rest of the West Bank[image: External link], and although Israel no longer has a permanent civilian or military presence in the Gaza Strip[image: External link], following its unilateral disengagement[image: External link], it is still considered by some to be the occupying power under international law.[25][26][27][28][29] Israel is not recognised as a state by 32 UN members[image: External link] (including most Arab states) nor by the SADR[image: External link].



	  Italy[image: External link] – Italian Republic
	UN member state
	None
	Member of the EU.[c] Italy has five autonomous regions, Aosta Valley[image: External link], Friuli-Venezia Giulia[image: External link], Sardinia[image: External link], Sicily[image: External link] and Trentino-Alto Adige/Südtirol[image: External link].[f]



	 Ivory Coast[image: External link] – Republic of Côte d'Ivoire
	UN member state
	None
	



	 Jamaica
	UN member state
	None
	Jamaica is a Commonwealth realm[image: External link].[e]



	  Japan[image: External link]
	UN member state
	None
	



	  Jordan[image: External link] – Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan
	UN member state
	None
	



	  Kazakhstan[image: External link] – Republic of Kazakhstan
	UN member state
	None
	



	  Kenya[image: External link] – Republic of Kenya
	UN member state
	None
	



	  Kiribati[image: External link] – Republic of Kiribati
	UN member state
	None
	



	 Korea, North[image: External link] – Democratic People's Republic of Korea
	UN member state
	Claimed by South Korea
	North Korea is not recognised by three UN members: France, Japan and South Korea.[v]



	 Korea, South[image: External link] – Republic of Korea
	UN member state
	Claimed by North Korea
	South Korea contains 1 autonomous region, Jeju-do[image: External link].[f][31] South Korea is not recognised by one UN member: North Korea.[v]



	Kosovo → Kosovo
	
	
	



	  Kuwait[image: External link] – State of Kuwait
	UN member state
	None
	



	  Kyrgyzstan[image: External link] – Kyrgyz Republic
	UN member state
	None
	



	  Laos[image: External link] – Lao People's Democratic Republic
	UN member state
	None
	



	  Latvia[image: External link] – Republic of Latvia
	UN member state
	None
	Member of the EU.[c]



	  Lebanon[image: External link] – Lebanese Republic
	UN member state
	None
	



	  Lesotho[image: External link] – Kingdom of Lesotho
	UN member state
	None
	



	  Liberia[image: External link] – Republic of Liberia
	UN member state
	None
	



	  Libya[image: External link]
	UN member state
	None
	Libya has one self-declared autonomous region: Cyrenaica[image: External link][32]



	  Liechtenstein[image: External link] – Principality of Liechtenstein
	UN member state
	None
	



	  Lithuania[image: External link] – Republic of Lithuania
	UN member state
	None
	Member of the EU.[c]



	  Luxembourg[image: External link] – Grand Duchy of Luxembourg
	UN member state
	None
	Member of the EU.[c]



	  Macedonia[image: External link] – Republic of Macedonia
	UN member state
	None
	Because of the Macedonia naming dispute[image: External link], the country is referred to by the UN and a number of states and international organizations as "the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia".



	  Madagascar[image: External link] – Republic of Madagascar
	UN member state
	None
	



	  Malawi[image: External link] – Republic of Malawi
	UN member state
	None
	



	  Malaysia[image: External link]
	UN member state
	None
	Malaysia is a federation[image: External link] of 13 states and three federal territories[image: External link].



	  Maldives[image: External link] – Republic of Maldives
	UN member state
	None
	



	  Mali[image: External link] – Republic of Mali
	UN member state
	None
	



	  Malta[image: External link] – Republic of Malta
	UN member state
	None
	Member of the EU.[c]



	 Marshall Islands – Republic of the Marshall Islands
	UN member state
	None
	Under Compact of Free Association[image: External link] with the United States.



	  Mauritania[image: External link] – Islamic Republic of Mauritania
	UN member state
	None
	



	  Mauritius[image: External link] – Republic of Mauritius
	UN member state
	None
	Mauritius has an autonomous island, Rodrigues[image: External link].[f]



	  Mexico[image: External link] – United Mexican States
	UN member state
	None
	Mexico is a federation[image: External link] of 31 states and one autonomous city[image: External link].



	  Micronesia[image: External link] – Federated States of Micronesia
	UN member state
	None
	Under Compact of Free Association[image: External link] with the United States. The Federated States of Micronesia is a federation[image: External link] of four states.



	  Moldova[image: External link] – Republic of Moldova
	UN member state
	None
	Moldova has the autonomous regions of Gagauzia[image: External link] and Transnistria, the latter of which has established a de facto state.



	  Monaco[image: External link] – Principality of Monaco
	UN member state
	None
	



	  Mongolia[image: External link]
	UN member state
	None
	



	  Montenegro[image: External link]
	UN member state
	None
	



	  Morocco[image: External link] – Kingdom of Morocco
	UN member state
	None
	Morocco claims sovereignty over Western Sahara[image: External link] and controls most of it, which is disputed by the Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic.



	  Mozambique[image: External link] – Republic of Mozambique
	UN member state
	None
	



	  Myanmar[image: External link] – Republic of the Union of Myanmar[w]
	UN member state
	None
	



	Nagorno-Karabakh → Nagorno-Karabakh
	
	
	



	  Namibia[image: External link] – Republic of Namibia
	UN member state
	None
	



	  Nauru[image: External link] – Republic of Nauru
	UN member state
	None
	



	    Nepal[image: External link] – Federal Democratic Republic of Nepal
	UN member state
	None
	Nepal is a federation[image: External link] composed of 14 zones[image: External link].



	  Netherlands[image: External link] – Kingdom of the Netherlands
	UN member state
	None
	
Member of the EU.[c] The Kingdom of the Netherlands[image: External link] includes four areas with substantial autonomy:

	
 Aruba


	
 Curaçao


	
  Netherlands[image: External link]


	
 Sint Maarten




The continental part of the Netherlands, Aruba, Curaçao, and Sint Maarten form the four constituent countries of the Kingdom. Three other territories (Bonaire, Saba, and Sint Eustatius) are special municipalities[image: External link] of the continental Netherlands.

The designation "Netherlands" can refer either to the continental Netherlands or to the short name for the entire Kingdom (e.g. in international organizations). The Kingdom of the Netherlands as a whole is a member of the EU, but EU law applies only to parts within Europe.





	 New Zealand[image: External link]
	UN member state
	None
	
New Zealand is a Commonwealth realm[image: External link],[e] and has the dependent territories of:

	
 Ross Dependency[image: External link]


	
  Tokelau[image: External link]




New Zealand has responsibilities for (but no rights of control over) two freely associated states[image: External link]:


	
 Cook Islands[image: External link]


	
  Niue[image: External link]




The Cook Islands and Niue have diplomatic relations with 41[image: External link] and with 19[image: External link] UN members respectively.[34][35][36] They have full treaty-making capacity in the UN,[37] and are members of some UN specialized agencies[image: External link].





	  Nicaragua[image: External link] – Republic of Nicaragua
	UN member state
	None
	Nicaragua contains two autonomous regions, Atlántico Sur[image: External link] and Atlántico Norte[image: External link].[f]



	  Niger[image: External link] – Republic of Niger
	UN member state
	None
	



	  Nigeria[image: External link] – Federal Republic of Nigeria
	UN member state
	None
	Nigeria is a federation[image: External link] of 36 states and 1 federal territory[image: External link].



	Niue → Niue
	
	
	



	Northern Cyprus → Northern Cyprus
	
	
	



	North Korea → Korea, North
	
	
	



	  Norway[image: External link] – Kingdom of Norway
	UN member state
	None
	

	Svalbard[image: External link] is an integral part of Norway, but has a special status due to the Svalbard Treaty[image: External link].

	
Jan Mayen[image: External link] is an island that is an integral part of Norway, although unincorporated[image: External link].



Norway has the dependent territories of:


	Bouvet Island[image: External link]

	Peter I Island[image: External link]

	Queen Maud Land[image: External link]







	  Oman[image: External link] – Sultanate of Oman
	UN member state
	None
	



	 Pakistan – Islamic Republic of Pakistan
	UN member state
	None
	
Pakistan is a federation[image: External link] of four provinces, 1 capital territory, and tribal regions[image: External link]. Pakistan disputes the entire territory of Kashmir[image: External link] with India, and part of it with the People's Republic of China[image: External link]. It exercises control over certain portions[image: External link] of Kashmir, but has not officially annexed any of it,[38][39] instead regarding it as a disputed territory.[40][41] The portions that it controls are divided into two territories, administered separately from Pakistan proper:[x]

	
 Azad Kashmir[image: External link]


	
 Gilgit Baltistan[image: External link]




Azad Kashmir describes itself as a "self-governing state under Pakistani control", while Gilgit-Baltistan is described in its governance order as a group of "areas" with self-government.[42][43] These territories are not usually regarded as sovereign, as they do not fulfill the criteria set out by the declarative theory of statehood (for example, their current laws do not allow them to engage independently in relations with other states). Several state functions of these territories (such as foreign affairs and defence) are performed by Pakistan.[43][44][45]





	 Palau – Republic of Palau
	UN member state
	None
	Under Compact of Free Association[image: External link] with the United States.



	  Palestine[image: External link] – State of Palestine
	UN observer state[image: External link]; member of one UN specialized agency[image: External link]
	Partially unrecognized[image: External link]. Disputed by Israel
	The declared State of Palestine has received diplomatic recognition from 136[image: External link] states.[46] The proclaimed state has no agreed territorial borders, or effective control on much of the territory that it proclaimed.[47] The Palestinian National Authority[image: External link] is an interim administrative body formed as a result of the Oslo Accords[image: External link] that exercises limited autonomous jurisdiction within the Palestinian territories[image: External link]. In foreign relations, Palestine is represented by the Palestine Liberation Organization[image: External link].[48] The State of Palestine is a member state of UNESCO,[49] and an observer state in the UN.



	 Panama – Republic of Panama
	UN member state
	None
	



	 Papua New Guinea[image: External link] – Independent State of Papua New Guinea
	UN member state
	None
	Papua New Guinea is a Commonwealth realm[image: External link][e] with 1 autonomous region, Bougainville[image: External link].[f]



	  Paraguay[image: External link] – Republic of Paraguay
	UN member state
	None
	



	  Peru[image: External link] – Republic of Peru
	UN member state
	None
	



	  Philippines[image: External link] – Republic of the Philippines
	UN member state
	None
	The Philippines contains one autonomous region, Autonomous Region in Muslim Mindanao[image: External link].[f]



	  Poland[image: External link] – Republic of Poland
	UN member state
	None
	Member of the EU.[c]



	  Portugal[image: External link] – Portuguese Republic
	UN member state
	None
	Member of the EU.[c] Portugal contains two autonomous regions, Azores[image: External link] and Madeira[image: External link].[f]



	Pridnestrovie → Transnistria
	
	
	



	  Qatar[image: External link] – State of Qatar
	UN member state
	None
	



	Republic of Korea → Korea, South
	
	
	



	Republic of the Congo → Congo, Republic of the
	
	
	



	  Romania[image: External link]
	UN member state
	None
	Member of the EU.[c]



	  Russia[image: External link] – Russian Federation
	UN member state
	None
	Russia is officially a federation[image: External link] of 85 federal subjects[image: External link] (republics, oblasts, krais, autonomous okrugs, federal cities, and an autonomous oblast). Several of the federal subjects are ethnic republics.[f] Russia also forms the Union State[image: External link] jointly with Belarus[image: External link].



	  Rwanda[image: External link] – Republic of Rwanda
	UN member state
	None
	



	Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic → Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic
	
	
	



	 Saint Kitts and Nevis[image: External link] – Federation of Saint Christopher and Nevis
	UN member state
	None
	Saint Kitts and Nevis is a Commonwealth realm[image: External link][e] and is a federation[image: External link][n] of two islands, St. Kitts[image: External link] and Nevis[image: External link].



	 Saint Lucia
	UN member state
	None
	Saint Lucia is a Commonwealth realm[image: External link].[e]



	 Saint Vincent and the Grenadines
	UN member state
	None
	Saint Vincent and the Grenadines is a Commonwealth realm[image: External link].[e]



	  Samoa[image: External link] – Independent State of Samoa
	UN member state
	None
	



	 San Marino[image: External link] – Republic of San Marino
	UN member state
	None
	



	 São Tomé and Príncipe[image: External link] – Democratic Republic of São Tomé and Príncipe
	UN member state
	None
	São Tomé and Príncipe contains 1 autonomous province, Príncipe[image: External link].[f]



	 Saudi Arabia[image: External link] – Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
	UN member state
	None
	



	  Senegal[image: External link] – Republic of Senegal
	UN member state
	None
	



	  Serbia[image: External link] – Republic of Serbia
	UN member state
	None
	Serbia contains two autonomous regions, Vojvodina[image: External link] and Kosovo and Metohija[image: External link].[f] The latter is under the de facto control of the Republic of Kosovo.



	  Seychelles[image: External link] – Republic of Seychelles
	UN member state
	None
	



	 Sierra Leone[image: External link] – Republic of Sierra Leone
	UN member state
	None
	



	  Singapore[image: External link] – Republic of Singapore
	UN member state
	None
	



	  Slovakia[image: External link] – Slovak Republic
	UN member state
	None
	Member of the EU.[c]



	  Slovenia[image: External link] – Republic of Slovenia
	UN member state
	None
	Member of the EU.[c]



	 Solomon Islands[image: External link]
	UN member state
	None
	The Solomon Islands is a Commonwealth realm[image: External link].[e]



	  Somalia[image: External link] – Federal Republic of Somalia
	UN member state
	None
	Somalia has two self-declared autonomous regions: Puntland[image: External link] and Galmudug[image: External link], while the territory of Somaliland has formed an unrecognised de facto state.



	Somaliland → Somaliland
	
	
	



	 South Africa[image: External link] – Republic of South Africa
	UN member state
	None
	



	South Korea → Korea, South
	
	
	



	South Ossetia → South Ossetia
	
	
	



	 South Sudan[image: External link] – Republic of South Sudan
	UN member state
	None
	South Sudan is a federation[image: External link] of 28 states[image: External link].



	  Spain[image: External link] – Kingdom of Spain
	UN member state
	None
	Member of the EU.[c] Spain is divided into 17 autonomous communities and 2 special autonomous cities[image: External link].[f]



	 Sri Lanka[image: External link] – Democratic Socialist Republic of Sri Lanka
	UN member state
	None
	Formerly known as Ceylon[image: External link].



	  Sudan[image: External link] – Republic of the Sudan
	UN member state
	None
	Sudan is a federation[image: External link] of 18 states[image: External link].



	Sudan, South → South Sudan
	
	
	



	  Suriname[image: External link] – Republic of Suriname
	UN member state
	None
	



	  Swaziland[image: External link] – Kingdom of Swaziland
	UN member state
	None
	



	  Sweden[image: External link] – Kingdom of Sweden
	UN member state
	None
	Member of the EU.[c]



	   Switzerland[image: External link] – Swiss Confederation
	UN member state
	None
	Switzerland is a federation[image: External link] of 26 cantons[image: External link].



	  Syria[image: External link] – Syrian Arab Republic
	UN member state
	None
	
The Syrian National Coalition[image: External link], which is recognized[image: External link] as the legitimate representative of the Syrian people by 20 UN members, has established an interim government[image: External link] to rule rebel controlled territory during the Syrian civil war[image: External link].
Syria has one self-declared autonomous region: Syrian Kurdistan[image: External link]





	Taiwan (Republic of China) → Taiwan
	
	
	



	  Tajikistan[image: External link] – Republic of Tajikistan
	UN member state
	None
	Tajikistan contains 1 autonomous region, Gorno-Badakhshan Autonomous Province[image: External link].[f]



	  Tanzania[image: External link] – United Republic of Tanzania
	UN member state
	None
	Tanzania contains 1 autonomous region, Zanzibar[image: External link].[f]



	  Thailand[image: External link] – Kingdom of Thailand
	UN member state
	None
	



	Timor-Leste → East Timor
	
	
	



	  Togo[image: External link] – Togolese Republic
	UN member state
	None
	



	  Tonga[image: External link] – Kingdom of Tonga
	UN member state
	None
	



	Transnistria → Transnistria
	
	
	



	 Trinidad and Tobago – Republic of Trinidad and Tobago
	UN member state
	None
	Trinidad and Tobago contains 1 autonomous region, Tobago[image: External link].[f]



	  Tunisia[image: External link] – Tunisian Republic
	UN member state
	None
	



	  Turkey[image: External link] – Republic of Turkey
	UN member state
	None
	



	  Turkmenistan[image: External link]
	UN member state
	None
	



	  Tuvalu[image: External link]
	UN member state
	None
	Tuvalu is a Commonwealth realm[image: External link].[e]



	  Uganda[image: External link] – Republic of Uganda
	UN member state
	None
	



	  Ukraine[image: External link]
	UN member state
	None
	



	 United Arab Emirates[image: External link]
	UN member state
	None
	The United Arab Emirates is a federation[image: External link] of seven emirates[image: External link].



	 United Kingdom[image: External link] – United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
	UN member state
	None
	
Member of the EU.[c] The United Kingdom is a Commonwealth realm[image: External link][e] consisting of four constituent countries[image: External link]:

	
  England[image: External link]


	
 Northern Ireland[image: External link]


	
  Scotland[image: External link]


	
  Wales[image: External link]




The United Kingdom has the following overseas territories:


	
 Akrotiri and Dhekelia[image: External link]


	
 Anguilla


	
 Bermuda


	
 British Indian Ocean Territory[image: External link]


	
 British Virgin Islands


	
 Cayman Islands


	
 Falkland Islands[image: External link]


	
  Gibraltar[image: External link]


	
 Montserrat


	
 Pitcairn Islands[image: External link]


	
 Saint Helena, Ascension and Tristan da Cunha[image: External link]


	
 South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands[image: External link]


	
 Turks and Caicos Islands


	
 British Antarctic Territory[image: External link]




The British monarch has direct sovereignty over three self-governing Crown dependencies:


	
  Guernsey[image: External link], with three dependencies:

	
  Alderney[image: External link]


	
  Herm[image: External link]


	
  Sark[image: External link]






	
 Isle of Man[image: External link]


	
  Jersey[image: External link]








	 United States – United States of America
	UN member state
	None
	
The United States is a federation[image: External link] of 50 states and 1 federal district. The United States has sovereignty over the following inhabited possessions and commonwealths:

	
 American Samoa


	
  Guam[image: External link]


	
 Northern Mariana Islands


	
 Puerto Rico


	
 U.S. Virgin Islands




It also has sovereignty over several uninhabited territories:


	Baker Island

	Howland Island

	Jarvis Island

	Johnston Atoll

	Kingman Reef

	Midway Atoll

	Navassa Island

	Wake Island



It also has sovereignty over the following incorporated territories:


	Palmyra Atoll



Three sovereign states have become associated states[image: External link] of the United States under the Compact of Free Association[image: External link]:


	
 Marshall Islands – Republic of the Marshall Islands

	
  Micronesia[image: External link] – Federated States of Micronesia

	
 Palau – Republic of Palau



It also disputes sovereignty over the following territories:


	Bajo Nuevo Bank[image: External link]

	Serranilla Bank[image: External link]







	  Uruguay[image: External link] – Oriental Republic of Uruguay
	UN member state
	None
	



	  Uzbekistan[image: External link] – Republic of Uzbekistan
	UN member state
	None
	Uzbekistan contains 1 autonomous region, Karakalpakstan[image: External link].[f]



	  Vanuatu[image: External link] – Republic of Vanuatu
	UN member state
	None
	



	  Vatican City[image: External link] – Vatican City State
	UN observer state[image: External link] under the designation of "Holy See"; member of three UN specialized agencies[image: External link] and the IAEA[image: External link]
	None
	Administered by the Holy See[image: External link], a sovereign entity with diplomatic ties to 183 states[image: External link] – 180 UN member states, one UN observer state (Palestine), the Cook Islands and the Republic of China (Taiwan).[50] The Holy See is a member of the IAEA[image: External link], ITU[image: External link], UPU[image: External link], and WIPO[image: External link] and a permanent observer of the UN (in the category of "Non-member State")[48] and multiple other UN System organizations[image: External link]. The Vatican City is governed by officials appointed by the Pope[image: External link], who is the Bishop of the Diocese of Rome and ex officio sovereign of Vatican City.



	  Venezuela[image: External link] – Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela
	UN member state
	None
	Venezuela is a federation[image: External link] of 23 states, 1 capital district, and federal dependencies[image: External link].



	 Vietnam – Socialist Republic of Vietnam
	UN member state
	None
	



	  Yemen[image: External link] – Republic of Yemen
	UN member state
	None
	



	  Zambia[image: External link] – Republic of Zambia
	UN member state
	None
	



	  Zimbabwe[image: External link] – Republic of Zimbabwe
	UN member state
	None
	



	↑ UN member states[image: External link] and observer states[image: External link] ↑
	
	
	



	
	
	
	



	↓ Other states ↓
	
	
	



	  Abkhazia[image: External link] – Republic of Abkhazia
	No membership
	Claimed by Georgia
	Recognised by[image: External link] Russia, Nauru, Nicaragua, Venezuela,[51] Nagorno-Karabakh, South Ossetia and Transnistria.[52] Claimed in whole by Georgia as the Autonomous Republic of Abkhazia[image: External link].



	 Cook Islands[image: External link]
	Member of eight UN specialized agencies[image: External link]
	None

(See political status[image: External link])
	A state in free association[image: External link] with New Zealand, the Cook Islands maintains diplomatic relations with 44 states[image: External link]. The Cook Islands is a member of multiple UN agencies[image: External link] with full treaty making capacity.[37] It shares a head of state[image: External link] with New Zealand as well as having shared citizenship[image: External link].



	  Kosovo[image: External link] – Republic of Kosovo
	Member of two UN specialized agencies[image: External link]
	Claimed by Serbia
	Pursuant to United Nations Security Council Resolution 1244[image: External link], Kosovo was placed under the administration of the United Nations Interim Administration Mission in Kosovo[image: External link] in 1999.[53] Kosovo declared independence in 2008[image: External link], and it has received diplomatic recognition from 111 UN member states[image: External link] and the Republic of China[image: External link]. Serbia continues to maintain its sovereignty claim over Kosovo. Other UN member states and non UN member states continue to recognise Serbian sovereignty or have taken no position on the question. Kosovo is a member of the International Monetary Fund[image: External link] and the World Bank Group. The Republic of Kosovo has de facto control over most of the territory, with limited control in North Kosovo[image: External link].



	  Nagorno-Karabakh[image: External link] – Republic of Artsakh[y]
	No membership
	Claimed by Azerbaijan
	A de facto independent state,[54][55][56] recognised only by[image: External link] Abkhazia[image: External link],[57] South Ossetia[image: External link][57] and Transnistria[image: External link].[57][58] Claimed in whole by Azerbaijan.[59]



	  Niue[image: External link]
	Member of five UN specialized agencies[image: External link]
	None

(See political status[image: External link])
	A state in free association[image: External link] with New Zealand, Niue maintains diplomatic relations with 21  states[image: External link]. Niue is a member of multiple UN agencies[image: External link] with full treaty making capacity.[37] It shares a head of state[image: External link] with New Zealand as well as having shared citizenship[image: External link].



	 Northern Cyprus[image: External link] – Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus
	No membership
	Claimed by Cyprus[image: External link]
	Recognised only by[image: External link] Turkey. Under the name "Turkish Cypriot State", it is an observer state of the Organisation of Islamic Cooperation[image: External link] and the Economic Cooperation Organization[image: External link]. Northern Cyprus is claimed in whole by the Republic of Cyprus.[60]



	 Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic[image: External link]
	No membership
	Claimed by Morocco
	Recognised at some stage by 84 UN member states[image: External link], 38 of which have since withdrawn or frozen their recognition. It is a founding member of the African Union[image: External link] and the Asian-African Strategic Partnership formed at the 2005 Asian-African Conference[image: External link]. The territories under its control, the so-called Free Zone[image: External link], are claimed in whole by Morocco as part of its Southern Provinces[image: External link]. In turn, the Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic claims the part of Western Sahara[image: External link] to the west of the Moroccan Wall[image: External link] controlled by Morocco. Its government resides in exile in Tindouf[image: External link], Algeria.



	  Somaliland[image: External link] – Republic of Somaliland
	No membership
	Claimed by Somalia
	A de facto independent state,[54][61][62][63][64] not diplomatically recognised by[image: External link] any other state, claimed in whole by the Federal Republic of Somalia.[65]



	 South Ossetia[image: External link] – Republic of South Ossetia
	No membership
	Claimed by Georgia
	A de facto independent state,[66] recognised by[image: External link] Russia, Nicaragua, Nauru, Venezuela,[51] Abkhazia, Nagorno-Karabakh, and Transnistria.[52] Claimed in whole by Georgia as the Provisional Administrative Entity of South Ossetia[image: External link].[67]



	  Taiwan[image: External link] – Republic of China[k]
	Former UN member[image: External link] (as Republic of China, 1945-1971) Observer in one UN specialized agency[image: External link] under the name "Chinese Taipei[image: External link]"
	Claimed by the People's Republic of China
	A state competing (nominally) for recognition with the People's Republic of China[image: External link] as the government of China since 1949. The Republic of China controls the island of Taiwan[image: External link] and associated islands, Quemoy, Matsu, the Pratas and parts of the Spratly Islands[image: External link],[z] and has not renounced claims over its annexed territories on the mainland[image: External link].[68] The Republic of China is recognised by 19[image: External link] UN member states and the Holy See as of 13 June 2017. The territory of the Republic of China is claimed in whole by the People's Republic of China.[l] The Republic of China participates in international organizations[image: External link] under a variety of pseudonyms, most commonly "Chinese Taipei[image: External link]" and in the WTO[image: External link] it has full membership. The Republic of China was a founding member of the UN and enjoyed membership from 1945 to 1971, with veto power in the security council[image: External link]. See China and the United Nations[image: External link].



	  Transnistria[image: External link] – Pridnestrovian Moldavian Republic
	No membership
	Claimed by Moldova
	A de facto independent state,[54] recognised only by[image: External link] Abkhazia, Nagorno-Karabakh, and South Ossetia.[52] Claimed in whole by Moldova as the Transnistria autonomous territorial unit[image: External link].[69]



	↑ Other states ↑
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Criteria for inclusion

The dominant customary international law[image: External link] standard of statehood is the declarative theory of statehood[image: External link], which was codified by the Montevideo Convention[image: External link] of 1933. The Convention defines the state as a person[image: External link] of international law if it "possess[es] the following qualifications: (a) a permanent population; (b) a defined territory; (c) government; and (d) a capacity to enter into relations with the other states" so long as it was not "obtained by force whether this consists in the employment of arms, in threatening diplomatic representations, or in any other effective coercive measure".[70]

Debate exists on the degree to which recognition[image: External link] should be included as a criterion of statehood. The declarative theory of statehood argues that statehood is purely objective and recognition of a state by other states is irrelevant. On the other end of the spectrum, the constitutive theory of statehood[image: External link] defines a state as a person under international law only if it is recognised as sovereign[image: External link] by other states. For the purposes of this list, included are all states that either:


	(a) consider themselves sovereign (through a declaration of independence[image: External link] or some other means) and are often regarded as satisfying the declarative theory of statehood, or


	(b) are recognised as a sovereign state by at least one UN member state[image: External link]




Note that in some cases, there is a divergence of opinion over the interpretation of the first point, and whether an entity satisfies it is disputed. Unique political entities which fail to meet the classification of a sovereign state are considered proto-states[image: External link].[71][72]

On the basis of the above criteria, this list includes the following 206 entities:[73][aa]


	203 states recognised by at least one UN member state[image: External link]


	Two states that satisfy the declarative theory of statehood and are recognised only by non-UN member states: Nagorno-Karabakh Republic[image: External link], Transnistria[image: External link]


	One state that satisfies the declarative theory of statehood and is not recognised by any other state: Somaliland[image: External link]




The table includes bullets representing entities which are either not sovereign states or have a close association to another sovereign state. It also includes subnational areas where the sovereignty of the titular state is limited by an international agreement. Taken together, these include:


	States in a free association[image: External link] relationship to another state

	Two entities controlled by Pakistan which are neither sovereign states, dependent territories, or part of another state: Azad Kashmir[image: External link] and Gilgit Baltistan[image: External link]


	Dependent territories of another state, as well as areas that exhibit many characteristics of dependent territories according to the dependent territory page

	Subnational entities created by international agreements



See also



	ISO 3166-1[image: External link]

	Adjectivals and demonyms for countries and nations[image: External link]

	Gallery of country coats of arms[image: External link]

	Gallery of sovereign state flags[image: External link]

	List of countries and capitals in native languages[image: External link]

	List of national capitals in alphabetical order[image: External link]

	List of country-name etymologies[image: External link]

	List of dependent territories[image: External link]

	List of international rankings[image: External link]

	List of micronations[image: External link]

	List of rebel groups that control territory[image: External link]

	List of states with limited recognition[image: External link]

	List of territorial disputes[image: External link]

	
Sovereign state[image: External link]

	List of sovereign states and dependent territories by continent[image: External link]

	List of shortest lived sovereign states[image: External link]

	
List of sovereign states by date of formation[image: External link]

	Lists of sovereign states by year[image: External link]









	Table of administrative divisions by country[image: External link]

	Template:Clickable world map[image: External link]

	Terra nullius[image: External link]





Notes



	
^ This column indicates whether or not a state is a member of the United Nations[image: External link].[1] It also indicates which non-member states participate in the United Nations System[image: External link] through membership in the International Atomic Energy Agency[image: External link] or one of the specialized agencies of the United Nations[image: External link]. All United Nations members belong to at least one specialized agency and are parties to the statute of the International Court of Justice[image: External link].


	
^ This column indicates whether or not a state is the subject of a major sovereignty dispute. Only states whose entire sovereignty is disputed by another state are listed.


	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w x y z aa ab ac The member states of the European Union[image: External link] have transferred part of their sovereignty in the form of legislative, executive, and judicial powers to the institutions of the EU, which is an example of supranational union[image: External link]. The EU has 28 member states.[7]


	
^ Information is included on:

	The extent to which a state's sovereignty is recognised internationally. More information can be found at List of states with limited recognition[image: External link],

	Membership in the European Union[image: External link],[c] where applicable,

	Any dependencies[image: External link], if applicable, which are generally not part of the territory of the sovereign state,

	federal structure[image: External link] of the state, where applicable. More information can be found at Federated state[image: External link],

	Any autonomous areas[image: External link] inside the territory of the sovereign state,

	Any situations where one person is the Head of State of more than one state,

	Any governments in exile[image: External link] recognised by at least one state.





	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p Commonwealth realms are members of the Commonwealth of Nations[image: External link] in which the head of state is Queen Elizabeth II[image: External link]. The realms are sovereign states; see Relationship of the realms[image: External link].


	
^ a b c d e f g h i j k l m n o p q r s t u v w For more information on divisions with a high degree of autonomy, see the List of autonomous areas by country[image: External link].[3]


	
^ The Argentine Constitution (Art. 35) recognises the following denominations for Argentina: "United Provinces of the Río de la Plata", "Argentine Republic" and "Argentine Confederation"; furthermore, it establishes the usage of "Argentine Nation" for purposes of legislation.


	
^ Formerly referred to as Dahomey[image: External link], its official name until 1975.


	
^ Also known as Burkina; formerly referred to as Upper Volta, its official name until 1984.


	
^ The legal name for Canada is the sole word; an officially sanctioned, though disused, name is Dominion of Canada (which includes its legal title); see: Name of Canada[image: External link], Dominion[image: External link].


	
^ a b The People's Republic of China[image: External link] (PRC) is commonly referred to as "China", while the Republic of China[image: External link] (ROC) is commonly referred to as "Taiwan". The ROC is also occasionally known diplomatically as Chinese Taipei[image: External link], along with other names[image: External link].


	
^ a b In 1949, the Republic of China government led by the Kuomintang[image: External link] (KMT) lost the Chinese Civil War[image: External link] to the Communist Party of China[image: External link] (CPC) and set up a provisional capital in Taipei[image: External link]. The CPC established the PRC. As such, the political status of the ROC and legal status of Taiwan[image: External link] (alongside the territories[image: External link] under ROC jurisdiction) are in dispute. In 1971, the United Nations gave the China seat[image: External link] to the PRC and the ROC withdrew from the UN. Most states recognise the PRC to be the sole legitimate representative[image: External link] of all China, and the UN classifies Taiwan as "Taiwan, Province of China[image: External link]". The ROC has de facto relations with most sovereign states. A significant political movement within Taiwan advocates Taiwan independence[image: External link].


	
^ See also Dates of establishment of diplomatic relations with the People's Republic of China[image: External link] and Foreign relations of the People's Republic of China[image: External link].


	
^ a b c More information on more or less federal[image: External link] structures can be found at a List of federations[image: External link].[9]


	
^ Also known as Congo-Kinshasa. Formerly referred to as Zaire[image: External link], its official name from 1971 to 1997.


	
^ Also known as Congo-Brazzaville.


	
^ A simpler official short-form name has been encouraged by the Czech government: the English variant Czechia remains uncommon, but variants in Czech (Česko) and some other languages are more popular. See Name of the Czech Republic[image: External link]


	
^ The government of East Timor uses "Timor-Leste" as the English translation.


	
^ Åland[image: External link] was demilitarised by the Treaty of Paris[image: External link] in 1856, which was later affirmed by the League of Nations[image: External link] in 1921, and in a somewhat different context reaffirmed in the treaty on Finland's admission to the European Union in 1995.


	
^ Also known as Guinea-Conakry.


	
^ While sometimes referred to as the "Republic of Iceland"[17][18] and sometimes its counterpart Lýðveldið Ísland in Icelandic, the official name of the country is simply Iceland.[19] One example of the former is the name of the Constitution of Iceland[image: External link], which in Icelandic is Stjórnarskrá lýðveldisins Íslands and literally means "the Constitution of the republic of Iceland", but note that "republic" is not capitalized. The official title of the President of Iceland[image: External link] (Forseti Íslands) does also not include the word republic as in some other republics. See Names for Iceland[image: External link].


	
^ a b Both North Korea and South Korea claim to be the sole legitimate government of Korea[image: External link]. See also Foreign relations of North Korea[image: External link] and Foreign relations of South Korea[image: External link].[30]


	
^ The government changed the state's official name in English from "Union of Myanmar" to "Republic of the Union of Myanmar" in October 2010.[33]


	
^ Sovereignty over Kashmir[image: External link] is disputed between India and Pakistan; smaller parts are disputed by the People's Republic of China and the Republic of China. Kashmir is divided between India, Pakistan and the PRC. See the List of territorial disputes[image: External link].


	
^ The Constitution of the Nagorno-Karabakh Republic (Art. 1.2) recognizes "Artsakh Republic" as an alternative denomination.


	
^ The sovereignty over the Spratly Islands[image: External link] is disputed by China[image: External link], Taiwan[image: External link], Vietnam, and in part by Brunei, Malaysia, and the Philippines. Except for Brunei, each of these countries occupies part of the islands (see List of territorial disputes[image: External link]).


	
^ The Sovereign Military Order of Malta[image: External link] is not included, as despite being a sovereign entity it lacks territory and does not claim statehood. Entities considered to be micronations[image: External link] are not included. It is often up to debate whether a micronation truly controls its claimed territory. Also omitted from this list are all uncontacted peoples[image: External link], either who live in societies that cannot be defined as states[image: External link] or whose statuses as such are not definitively known.
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Residence Act






The Residence Act of 1790, officially titled An Act for establishing the temporary and permanent seat of the Government of the United States, is the United States federal law[image: External link] that set where the capital of the United States would be established, selecting a site along the Potomac River. The federal government was located in New York City[image: External link] at the time the bill was passed and had previously been located in Philadelphia, Annapolis, and several other locations.
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 Overview




Congress passed the Residence Act as part of a compromise brokered between James Madison, Thomas Jefferson, and Alexander Hamilton. Madison and Jefferson favored a southerly site for the capital on the Potomac River, but they lacked a majority to pass the measure through Congress. Meanwhile, Hamilton was pushing for Congress to pass the Assumption Bill[image: External link], to allow the Federal government to assume debts accumulated by the states during the American Revolutionary War. With the compromise, Hamilton was able to muster support from the New York State[image: External link] delegates for the Potomac site, while four delegates (all from districts bordering the Potomac) switched from opposition to support for the Assumption Bill.[1]

The Residence Act gave authority to President George Washington to select an exact site for the capital, along the Potomac, and set a deadline of December 1800 for the capital to be ready. In the meantime, Philadelphia was chosen as a temporary capital. Washington had authority to appoint three commissioners and oversee the construction of Federal buildings in the District, something to which he gave much personal attention. Thomas Jefferson was a key adviser to Washington, and helped organize a competition to solicit designs for the United States Capitol and the President's house. The construction of the Capitol building was fraught with problems, including insufficient funds; the building was only partially complete in November 1800 when Congress convened in it for the first time.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Background




During the American Revolutionary War, the Second Continental Congress convened in Philadelphia at the Pennsylvania State House[image: External link]. On account of British military actions, the Continental Congress was forced to relocate to Baltimore, Lancaster, Pennsylvania, and York, Pennsylvania for a time before returning to Philadelphia.[2] Upon gaining independence, the Congress of the Confederation was formed, and remained in Philadelphia until June 1783, when a mob of angry soldiers converged upon Independence Hall, demanding payment for their service during the American Revolutionary War. Congress requested that John Dickinson[image: External link], the governor of Pennsylvania[image: External link], call up the militia to defend Congress from attacks by the protesters. In what became known as the Pennsylvania Mutiny of 1783, Dickinson sympathized with the protesters and refused to remove them from Philadelphia. As a result, Congress was forced to flee to Princeton, New Jersey on June 21, 1783,[3] and met in Annapolis and Trenton, before ending up in New York City[image: External link].[4] The United States Congress was established upon ratification of the United States Constitution in 1789, and New York City initially remained home to Congress.[5]
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 Establishing the capital




The question of where to establish the capital was raised in 1783. Numerous locations were offered by the states to serve as the nation's capital, including: Kingston, New York[image: External link]; Nottingham Township[image: External link] in New Jersey; Annapolis; Williamsburg, Virginia[image: External link]; Wilmington, Delaware[image: External link]; Reading, Pennsylvania[image: External link]; Germantown, Pennsylvania[image: External link]; Lancaster, Pennsylvania; New York City; Philadelphia; and Princeton; among others. The Southern states refused to accept a capital in the North, and vice versa. Another suggestion was for there to be two capitals, one in the North and one in the South.[6][7] Congress approved a plan in 1783 for a capital on the Potomac, near Georgetown, in Maryland, and another capital on the Delaware River; this plan was rescinded the following year.[2]

Establishing the capital was put on hold for several years, until the Constitutional Convention[image: External link] was held in 1787, to draft the United States Constitution.[2] Article I, Section 8[image: External link] of the Constitution granted Congress power over a federal district, separate from any state:[8]


To exercise exclusive Legislation in all Cases whatsoever, over such District (not exceeding ten Miles square) as may, by Cession of particular States, and the Acceptance of Congress, become the Seat of the Government of the United States, and to exercise like Authority over all Places purchased by the Consent of the Legislature of the State in which the Same shall be, for the Erection of Forts, Magazines, Arsenals, dock-Yards, and other needful buildings.[9]



The Constitution said nothing about where the federal district would be. The debate heated up in 1789 when Congress convened for the first time under the Constitution. Two sites were favored by members of Congress: one site on the Potomac River near Georgetown; and another site on the Susquehanna River[image: External link] near Wrights Ferry (now Columbia, Pennsylvania[image: External link]). The Susquehanna River site was approved by the House in September 1789, while the Senate bill specified a site on the Delaware River near Germantown, Pennsylvania. Congress did not reach an agreement at the time.[2]
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 Compromise




The selection of a location for the capital resurfaced in the summer of 1790. At the same time, Secretary of the Treasury Alexander Hamilton was pushing for Congress to pass a financial plan. A key provision of Hamilton's plan involved the Federal government assuming states' debts incurred during the American Revolutionary War. Northern states had accumulated a huge amount of debt during the war, amounting to 21.5 million dollars, and wanted the federal government to assume their burden. The Southern states, whose citizens would effectively be forced to pay a portion of this debt if the Federal Government assumed it, balked at this proposal. Some states, including Virginia, had paid almost half of their debts, and felt that their taxpayers should not be assessed again to bail out the less provident. Further, they argued that the plan exceeded the scope of the new Constitutional government. James Madison, then a representative from Virginia, led a group of legislators from the south in blocking the provision and prevent the plan from gaining approval.[10]

When Jefferson ran into Hamilton at President Washington's residence in New York City in late June 1790, Jefferson offered to host a dinner to bring Madison and Hamilton together. Subsequently, a compromise was reached, in which the northern delegates would agree to the southerly Potomac River site, and in return, the federal government would assume debts accumulated by the states during the American Revolutionary War. Jefferson wrote a letter to James Monroe[image: External link] explaining the compromise.[10]

The 1st United States Congress[image: External link] agreed to the compromise, which narrowly passed as the Residence Act. Jefferson was able to get the Virginia delegates to support the bill, with the debt provisions, while Hamilton convinced the New York delegates to agree to the Potomac site for the capital. The bill was approved by the Senate by a vote of 14 to 12 on July 1, 1790, and by the House of Representatives by a vote of 31 to 29 on July 9, 1790.[11] Washington signed the Act into law one week later on July 16.[11] The Assumption Bill narrowly passed the Senate on July 16, 1790, followed by passage in the House on July 26.[12]

The Residence Act specified that the capital be located along the Potomac River between the Eastern Branch (the Anacostia River) and the Connogochegue[image: External link] (near Williamsport[image: External link] and Hagerstown, Maryland[image: External link]), and encompass an area of no more than "ten miles square" (i.e., 10 miles (16 km) on a side, for a maximum area of 100 square miles (259 km2)).

The Act gave President George Washington the authority to decide the exact location and hire a surveyor. The President was required to have suitable buildings ready for Congress and other government offices by the first Monday in December 1800 (Monday, December 1, 1800). The federal government would provide financing for all public buildings.[11]

The Act specified that the laws of the state from which the area was ceded would apply in the federal district, meaning that Maryland laws applied on the eastern side of the Potomac while Virginia[image: External link] laws applied on the western side in the District of Columbia until the government officially took residence. Upon assuming control of the federal district in 1800, Congress would have full authority over local matters within the District of Columbia.[11]

In order to garner enough votes to pass the Assumption Bill, Hamilton also needed votes from the Pennsylvania delegates. This led to the decision to designate Philadelphia as the temporary capital city of the United States federal government[image: External link] for a period of ten years, until the permanent capital was ready.[13] Congress reconvened in Philadelphia on December 6, 1790 at Congress Hall[image: External link].[14]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Implementation




Some hoped that the plan to establish the capital on the Potomac would not materialize, and that the capital would remain permanently in Philadelphia.[15] However, George Washington quickly got the ball rolling, and along with Jefferson, personally oversaw the process as plans were developed and implemented.[16] While plans for the permanent capital were being developed, Pennsylvania delegates continued to put forth effort to undermine the plan, including allocating funds for federal buildings and a house for the President in Philadelphia.[17]

Although the legislation did not specify an exact location, it was assumed that Georgetown would be the capital. Washington began scouting out the territory to the southeast of Georgetown, near the Anacostia River (Eastern Branch). Some of the property owners expressed to the President that they were willing to sell land for the capital. Washington also looked at other sites along the Potomac. He decided that a few sites should be surveyed to provide specific details about the land and its ownership. Washington returned to Philadelphia in late November 1790 to meet with Thomas Jefferson to discuss the implementation of the Residence Act. At this time, the decision had been reached to locate the capital at or adjacent to Georgetown,[2] which was a short distance below the fall line[image: External link] and the farthest inland point for navigation[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

In January 1791, the President proceeded to appoint, in accordance with the Residence Act, a three-member commission, consisting of Daniel Carroll[image: External link], Thomas Johnson[image: External link], and David Stuart[image: External link], to oversee the surveying of the federal district, and appointed Andrew Ellicott as surveyor. Washington informed Congress of the site selection on January 24, and suggested that Congress amend the Act to allow the capital to encompass areas to the south of the Eastern Branch, including Alexandria, Virginia. Congress agreed with this suggestion, passing an amendment to the Act that Washington approved on March 3, 1971. However, consistent with language in the original Act, the amendment specifically prohibited the "erection of the public buildings otherwise than on the Maryland side of the river Potomac".[2][18][19] On March 30, 1791, Washington issued a presidential proclamation that established "Jones's point[image: External link], the upper cape[image: External link] of Hunting Creek[image: External link] in Virginia" as the starting point for the federal district's boundary survey and the method by which the survey should determine the district's boundaries (see: Boundary Markers of the Original District of Columbia).[20]

During the early spring of 1791, Pierre (Peter) Charles L'Enfant[image: External link] began working on a plan for the capital city that identified the future sites of the "Congress House" (the United States Capitol) and the "President's House" (the White House) (see: L'Enfant Plan).[21] Design competitions were then held to solicit designs for each of those structures. Architect James Hoban[image: External link] was selected to design the President's House, while no satisfactory drawings were submitted for the Capitol.[22] A late submission by William Thornton[image: External link] was selected for the Capitol, though his plans were amateur in many respects.[23][24] Stephen Hallet[image: External link] was hired to oversee construction, which got underway in September 1793. Hallet proceeded to make alterations to the design, against the wishes of Washington and Jefferson, and was subsequently dismissed. George Hadfield[image: External link] was hired in October 1795 as superintendent of construction, but resigned three years later in May 1798, due to dissatisfaction with Thornton's plan and quality of work done thus far.[25]

The original intention of the Residence Act was to use proceeds from selling lots in the District to cover costs of constructing federal buildings in the capital. However, few were interested in purchasing lots. A shortage of funds further contributed to the delays and problems in building the Capitol and other federal buildings in Washington.[26]

The Senate wing was completed in 1800, while the House wing was completed in 1811. However, the House of Representatives moved into the House wing in 1807. Though the building was incomplete, the Capitol held its first session of the United States Congress on November 17, 1800, 2 weeks before the original deadline. The legislature was moved to Washington prematurely, at the urging of President John Adams in hopes of securing enough Southern votes to be re-elected for a second term as president.[27] However, he was defeated[image: External link] that same month.
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Main article: District of Columbia retrocession


In 1846, based on a petition to Congress by the residents of the Virginia portion of the District (Alexandria County[image: External link]) and the City of Alexandria, the area of 31 square miles (80 km2) which was ceded by Virginia was returned,[28] leaving 69 square miles (179 km2) of territory originally ceded by Maryland as the current area of the District in its entirety.[29]
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District of Columbia Organic Act of 1801






The District of Columbia Organic Act of 1801 (officially An Act Concerning the District of Columbia) (6th Congress, 2nd Sess., ch. 15, 2  Stat.[image: External link]  103[image: External link], enacted 1801-02-27) is an Organic Act[image: External link] enacted by the United States Congress in accordance with Article 1, Section 8[image: External link] of the United States Constitution. It formally placed the District of Columbia under the control of the United States Congress and organized the unincorporated territory within the District into two counties: Washington County to the north and east of the Potomac River and Alexandria County to the west and south. The charters[image: External link] of the existing cities of Georgetown and Alexandria were left in place and no change was made to their status. The common law[image: External link] of both Maryland and Virginia[image: External link] remained in force within the District.[1] A court was established in each of the new counties.[2]
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 Subsequent history




On May 3, 1802, the City of Washington was granted a municipal government consisting of a mayor appointed by the President of the United States. The portion of the District of Columbia ceded by Virginia was returned to that state in 1846-47.[3] The District of Columbia Organic Act of 1871 replaced the municipal governments of the City of Washington, Georgetown, and Washington County with a single, unified government for the whole District.
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 District voting rights




Further information: District of Columbia voting rights


Following the passage of this Act, residents of the District of Columbia were no longer considered to be residents of either Maryland or Virginia. This left District residents unable to vote for members of Congress. They have voted in Presidential[image: External link] elections since the adoption of the Twenty third Amendment in 1961 (which first applied in the election of 1964[image: External link]). District residents are represented in the House of Representatives by a non-voting delegate who may vote in committee and participate in debate, but cannot vote for final passage of a bill in the House. There have been several efforts to give the inhabitants of the District representation.[4]
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District of Columbia Organic Act of 1871






The District of Columbia Organic Act of 1871 is an Act of Congress[image: External link] that repealed the individual charters[image: External link] of the cities of Washington and Georgetown[image: External link] and established a new territorial government for the whole District of Columbia. Though Congress repealed the territorial government in 1874, the legislation was the first to create a single municipal government[image: External link] for the federal district.[1]
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The passage of the Residence Act in 1790 created a new federal district that would become the capital of the United States. Formed from land donated by the states of Maryland and Virginia[image: External link], the capital territory already included two large settlements at its creation: the port of Georgetown, Maryland[image: External link] and the town of Alexandria, Virginia. A new capital city named in honor of President George Washington was founded to the east of Georgetown in 1791.

Shortly after establishing operations in the new capital, Congress passed the Organic Act of 1801[image: External link], which organized the federal territory. The territory within the federal district east of the Potomac formed the new County of Washington, which was governed by a levy court consisting of seven to eleven Justices of the Peace[image: External link] appointed by the President, and was governed by Maryland law as of 1801. The area west of the river became Alexandria County which was governed by Virginia law. In addition, Congress allowed the cities of Washington, Alexandria and Georgetown to each maintain their own municipal governments. In 1846 Alexandria County was returned by Congress to the state of Virginia.

The outbreak of the American Civil War in 1861 led to notable growth in the capital's population due to the expansion of the federal government and a large influx of emancipated slaves.[2] By 1870, the District's population had grown 75% to nearly 132,000 residents.[3] Growth was even more dramatic within the County of Washington, where the population more than doubled as people escaped the crowded city.[4]

The individual local governments within the District were insufficient to handle the population growth. Living conditions were poor throughout the capital, which still had dirt roads and lacked basic sanitation. The situation was so bad that some lawmakers in Congress even suggested moving the capital out further west, but President Ulysses S. Grant refused to consider the proposals.[5]
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 Effect




Instead, Congress passed the Organic Act of 1871, which revoked the individual charters of the cities of Washington and Georgetown and combined them with Washington County to create a unified territorial government for the entire District of Columbia.[6] The new government consisted of an appointed governor and 11-member council, a locally elected 22-member assembly, and a board of public works charged with modernizing the city.[7] The Seal of the District of Columbia features the date 1871, recognizing the year the District's government was incorporated.[8]

The Act did not establish a new city or city government within the District. Regarding a city of Washington, it stated that "that portion of said District included within the present limits of the city of Washington shall continue to be known as the city of Washington". In the present day, the name "Washington" is commonly used to refer to the entire District, but DC law continues to use the definition of the city of Washington as given in the Organic Act.[9]

In 1873, President Grant appointed an influential member of the board of public works, Alexander Robey Shepherd, to the post of governor. Shepherd authorized large-scale municipal projects, which greatly modernized Washington. In doing so however, the governor spent three times the money that had been budgeted for capital improvements, bankrupting the city.[10] In 1874, Congress replaced the District's quasi-elected territorial government with an appointed three-member Board of Commissioners. Direct rule by Congress continued until the passage of the District of Columbia Home Rule Act in 1973.[11]
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District of Columbia Home Rule Act






The District of Columbia Home Rule Act is a United States federal law[image: External link] passed on December 24, 1973 which devolved certain congressional powers of the District of Columbia to local government, furthering District of Columbia home rule. In particular, it includes the District Charter (also called the Home Rule Charter), which provides for an elected mayor[image: External link] and the Council of the District of Columbia. The council is composed of a chairman elected at large and twelve members, four of whom are elected at large, and one from each of the District's eight wards. Council members are elected to four-year terms.

Under the "Home Rule" government, Congress reviews all legislation passed by the council before it can become law and retains authority over the District's budget. Also, the president appoints the District's judges, and the District still has no voting representation in Congress. Because of these and other limitations on local government, many citizens of the District continue to lobby for the greater autonomy, such as full statehood.

The Home Rule Act specifically prohibits the Council from enacting certain laws that, among other restrictions, would:[1]


	lend public credit for private projects;

	impose a tax on individuals who work in the District but live elsewhere;

	make any changes to the Heights of Buildings Act of 1910;

	pass any law changing the composition or jurisdiction of the local courts;

	enact a local budget that is not balanced; and

	gain any additional authority over the National Capital Planning Commission[image: External link], Washington Aqueduct, or District of Columbia National Guard[image: External link].
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 Laws blocked by Congress




The Home Rule Act gives Congress the authority to block any laws passed by the D.C. council. Since its enactment, Congress has exercised this power several times.[2]


	In 1988, Congress voted to block D.C. from expending local funds to cover abortion services through Medicaid. This was repealed in 2009 but then reinstated in 2011.[2]


	Passed by the D.C. Council in 1992, the Health Care Benefits Expansion Act, which allowed both gay and straight couples to register as domestic partners, allowing familial recognition for such things as hospital visits, and allows the partners of D.C. government employees to purchase private health insurance, was blocked by Congress. The act was finally allowed to go into effect in 2001.[3]


	In 1996, the D.C. Council passed a clean needle exchange program law. However, in 1998, Congress voted to block the law.[4][3][5] In 2007, Congress voted to lift the ban, thus allowing the law to go into effect.[6]


	In 1998, Congress voted to block Initiative 59[image: External link] – Legalization of Marijuana for Medical Treatment Initiative of 1998 – via the Barr amendment. This also caused the result of the referendum to be withheld.[7] When this was challenged in court, it was determined that withholding the result of the referendum violated the First Amendment[image: External link]. In response to this, another amendment was passed in 2000 that simply overturned Initiative 59.[7] In 2009, Congress voted to overturn the ban on Initiative 59, allowing D.C.'s medical marijuana law to go into effect,[8][9] with the first medical marijuana sale occuring in 2013.[10]


	In 2014, Congress voted to block Initiative 71[image: External link] – Legalization of Possession of Minimal Amounts of Marijuana for Personal Use Act of 2014 – by blocking funds from being used to enact laws, rules or regulations for reducing or legalizing any Schedule I[image: External link] drug.[11] However, since this was passed after the results of Initiative 71 had already been announced, it did not prevent the legalization of marijuana, but had the effect of leaving marijuana legal, but without the authority to expend funds on enacting regulations or taxation.[12][13][14]
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 Failed attempts





	Many attempts from 2016 are listed here[image: External link].

	There have been some attempts to overturn all of D.C.'s local gun laws, leaving only Federal gun laws in place.[15]


	There have been some attempts to ban D.C. from using local tax dollars to provide abortions for poor women.[15]


	In 2015, Congress attempted to block the implementation of the Reproductive Health Non-Discrimination Act, which prevents employers from discriminating based on reproductive health decisions, including having an abortion or using birth control.[16][17] The attempt ultimately failed.[18]


	In 2017, Congress attempted to block the implementation of the Death With Dignity law,[19] which allows for physicians to prescribe lethal medication to terminal patients[image: External link] with less than six months to live. The attempt ultimately failed.[20]
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 Proposed amendments





	
To amend the District of Columbia Home Rule Act to clarify the rules regarding the determination of the compensation of the Chief Financial Officer of the District of Columbia[image: External link], which would increase the salary cap of D.C.'s CFO pay from $199,700 to closer to $250,000, if the bill passes.[21][22][23]
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Namesake






For other uses, see Namesake (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Not to be confused with eponym[image: External link].

A namesake is a person named after another.[1][2][3][4] Namesake may also refer to a thing, such as a company, place, ship, building, or concept, named after a person.[3][5]

In general, the second recipient of a name, named for the first, is said to be the namesake of the first. The attribution can, however, go in the opposite direction, with namesake referring to the original holder of the name (the eponym[image: External link]).[3]

The word is first recorded in the mid-seventeenth century, and probably comes from the phrase "for [the, my, his, her] name's sake".[2][3][4][6]

Usage

Naming a child after a relative, friend, or well-known person is a common practice in the English-speaking world. When a son is named for his father, it is customary (primarily in the United States) to add "Jr.", "III'", or another name suffix[image: External link] to the name of the son (and sometimes "Sr." or a prior number to the father's name), in order to distinguish between individuals; especially if both father and son become famous, as in the case of poet, Oliver Wendell Holmes, Sr.[image: External link], and his son, Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr.[image: External link], an Associate Justice of the United States Supreme Court[image: External link]. Sometimes the "Jr." or "Sr." suffix is applied even when the child's legal name differs from that of the parent. One notable example is that of the singer Hiram King Williams, known professionally as Hank Williams[image: External link], and his son Randall Hank Williams, known professionally as Hank Williams Jr[image: External link]. Nothing prohibits girls named for their mothers from using similar suffixes, but no such tradition has become established. A more archaic method of distinguishing father from son was to follow the name with the Elder or the Younger, respectively, e.g. William Pitt the Elder[image: External link] and William Pitt the Younger[image: External link].

Among Ashkenazi Jews[image: External link], it is customary to name a child after a dead parent (i.e., the child's grandparent), but never after a living person.[7] Sephardic Jews[image: External link] traditionally are encouraged to name their children after relatives, living or dead.[7] Greek families traditionally name a child after its paternal grandparents and the second child of the same sex is named after its maternal grandparents.

Strictly speaking, a namesake is only a person[1][2] named for another person—i.e., for the sake of the other's name, to keep it alive.[4] Many dictionaries, however, following colloquial usage, acknowledge that things as well as persons may be or have namesakes,[2][5] and (usually in a secondary definition) that the other for whom the person (or thing) is named, strictly the latter's eponym[image: External link], may be called its "namesake".[1][3][5]

Buildings, such as the Trump Tower[image: External link], and companies, like the Ford Motor Company[image: External link], are often named for their founders or owners. Biologic species and celestial bodies are frequently named for their discoverers.[8] Alternatively, their discoverers may name them in honor of others.[9] Occasionally, material goods, such as toys or garments, may be named for persons closely associated with them in the public mind. The teddy bear[image: External link], for example, was named for President Theodore "Teddy" Roosevelt[image: External link], because of a popular story in which the then-President objected to cruel treatment of a bear by hunters.[10] The fedora[image: External link] hat may be considered the "namesake" of a fictional character, Princess Fédora Romanoff, from an 1887 play, "Fédora", by Victorien Sardou. In her famous portrayal of that character, Sarah Bernhardt[image: External link] wore a soft felt hat with a center crease, which became known popularly as a "fedora".[11]

See also


	
Code name[image: External link], word or name used clandestinely to refer to another name or word

	
Cognomen[image: External link], inherited name

	List of companies named after people[image: External link]

	
Protected Geographical Status[image: External link], product target name sourced to protected geographical name

	Scientific phenomena named after people[image: External link]
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George Washington






This article is about the first President of the United States. For other uses, see George Washington (disambiguation)[image: External link].



	George Washington



	



	1st President of the United States




	
In office

April 30, 1789[a] – March 4, 1797



	Vice President
	John Adams



	Preceded by
	Inaugural holder



	Succeeded by
	John Adams



	Senior Officer of the U.S. Army[image: External link]



	
In office

July 13, 1798 – December 14, 1799



	Appointed by
	John Adams



	Preceded by
	James Wilkinson[image: External link]



	Succeeded by
	Alexander Hamilton



	
Commander-in-Chief[image: External link] of the

Continental Army




	
In office

June 15, 1775 – December 23, 1783



	Appointed by
	Continental Congress



	Preceded by
	Inaugural holder



	Succeeded by
	
Henry Knox[image: External link] (Senior Officer of the Army[image: External link])




	Delegate to the Second Continental Congress from Virginia[image: External link]




	
In office

May 10, 1775 – June 15, 1775



	Preceded by
	Inaugural holder



	Succeeded by
	Thomas Jefferson



	Delegate to the First Continental Congress

from Virginia



	
In office

September 5, 1774 – October 26, 1774



	Preceded by
	Inaugural holder



	Succeeded by
	Position abolished



	Personal details



	Born
	February 22, 1732

Bridges Creek, Colony of Virginia[image: External link], British America[image: External link]




	Died
	
December 14, 1799 (aged 67)

Mount Vernon, Virginia, U.S.



	Cause of death
	
Epiglottitis[image: External link] and hypovolemic shock[image: External link]




	Resting place
	Washington Family Tomb, Mount Vernon, Virginia, U.S.



	Political party
	None



	Spouse(s)
	
Martha Dandridge (m. 1759)[1]




	Awards
	
Congressional Gold Medal

Thanks of Congress




	Signature



	Military service



	Allegiance
	
 Great Britain[image: External link]

 United States




	Service/branch
	
Colonial Militia[image: External link]

Continental Army

United States Army[image: External link]




	Years of service
	1752–58 (British Militia)

1775–83 (Continental Army)

1798–99 (U.S. Army)



	Rank



	Commands
	
Virginia Colony[image: External link]'s regiment[image: External link]

Continental Army

United States Army[image: External link]




	Battles/wars
	


See battles 


 • French and Indian War[image: External link]

 • Battle of Jumonville Glen

 • Battle of Fort Necessity

 • Braddock Expedition[image: External link]

 • Battle of the Monongahela[image: External link]

 • Forbes Expedition

 • American Revolutionary War

 • Boston campaign

 • New York and New Jersey campaign

 • Philadelphia campaign

 • Yorktown campaign

 • Northwest Indian War[image: External link]









	

Other offices held


	Member of the Virginia House of Burgesses[image: External link] (1758-1765)
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George Washington (/'dZo:rdZ 'waSINGten /[image: External link]; February 22, 1732 [ O.S.[image: External link] February 11, 1731][b][c] – December 14, 1799) was an American politician and soldier who served as the first President of the United States[image: External link] from 1789 to 1797 and was one of the Founding Fathers of the United States. He served as Commander-in-Chief[image: External link] of the Continental Army during the American Revolutionary War, and later presided over the 1787 convention that drafted the United States Constitution. He is popularly considered the driving force behind the nation's establishment and came to be known as the "father of the country[image: External link]," both during his lifetime and to this day.[2]

Washington was widely admired for his strong leadership qualities[image: External link] and was unanimously elected president by the Electoral College[image: External link] in the first two national elections. He oversaw the creation of a strong, well-financed national government that maintained neutrality in the French Revolutionary Wars[image: External link], suppressed the Whiskey Rebellion, and won acceptance among Americans of all types.[3] Washington's incumbency established many precedents still in use today, such as the cabinet system[image: External link], the inaugural address, and the title Mr. President.[4][5] His retirement from office after two terms established a tradition that lasted until 1940[image: External link] when Franklin Delano Roosevelt[image: External link] won an unprecedented third term. The 22nd Amendment[image: External link] (1951) now limits the president to two elected terms.

He was born into the provincial gentry of Colonial Virginia[image: External link] to a family of wealthy planters who owned tobacco plantations and slaves, which he inherited. In his youth, he became a senior officer in the colonial militia[image: External link] during the first stages of the French and Indian War[image: External link]. In 1775, the Second Continental Congress commissioned him as commander-in-chief of the Continental Army in the American Revolution. In that command, Washington forced the British out of Boston in 1776 but was defeated and nearly captured later that year when he lost New York City[image: External link].

After crossing the Delaware River in the middle of winter, he defeated the British in two battles (Trenton and Princeton[image: External link]), retook New Jersey, and restored momentum to the Patriot cause. His strategy enabled Continental forces to capture two major British armies at Saratoga in 1777 and Yorktown in 1781. Historians laud Washington for the selection and supervision of his generals; preservation and command of the army; coordination with the Congress, state governors, and their militia; and attention to supplies, logistics, and training. In battle, however, Washington was repeatedly outmaneuvered by British generals with larger armies.

After victory had been finalized in 1783, Washington resigned as commander-in-chief rather than seize power, proving his opposition to dictatorship and his commitment to American republicanism.[6] Washington presided over the Constitutional Convention in 1787[image: External link], which devised a new form of federal government for the United States. Following his election as president in 1789[image: External link], he worked to unify rival factions in the fledgling nation. He supported Alexander Hamilton's programs to satisfy all debts, federal and state, established a permanent seat of government, implemented an effective tax system, and created a national bank.[7] In avoiding war with Great Britain, he guaranteed a decade of peace and profitable trade by securing the Jay Treaty in 1795, despite intense opposition from the Jeffersonians[image: External link]. He remained non-partisan, never joining the Federalist Party, although he largely supported its policies. Washington's Farewell Address was an influential primer on civic virtue[image: External link], warning against partisanship, sectionalism, and involvement in foreign wars. He retired from the presidency in 1797, returning to his home and plantation at Mount Vernon.

Upon his death, Washington was eulogized[image: External link] as "first in war, first in peace, and first in the hearts of his countrymen" by Representative Henry Lee III[image: External link] of Virginia.[8] He was revered in life and in death; scholarly and public polling consistently ranks[image: External link] him among the top three presidents in American history. He has been depicted and remembered[image: External link] in monuments, public works[image: External link], currency, and other dedications to the present day.
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 Early life (1732–1753)




Further information: Ancestry of George Washington


George Washington was the first child of Augustine Washington (1694–1743) and his second wife Mary Ball Washington (1708–1789), born on their Pope's Creek Estate near present-day Colonial Beach[image: External link] in Westmoreland County, Virginia[image: External link]. He was born on February 11, 1731, according to the Julian calendar[image: External link] and Annunciation Style[image: External link] of enumerating years then in use in the British Empire. The Gregorian calendar[image: External link] was adopted within the British Empire in 1752, and it renders a birth date of February 22, 1732.[9][b][c]

Washington was of primarily English gentry[image: External link] descent, especially from Sulgrave[image: External link], England. His great-grandfather John Washington emigrated to Virginia in 1656 and began accumulating land and slaves, as did his son Lawrence and his grandson, George's father Augustine. Augustine was a tobacco planter who also tried his hand in iron-manufacturing ventures.[10] In George's youth, the Washingtons were moderately prosperous members of the Virginia gentry[image: External link], of "middling rank" rather than one of the leading planter families.[11]

Six of George's siblings reached maturity, including older half-brothers Lawrence and Augustine[image: External link], from his father's first marriage to Jane Butler Washington, and full siblings Samuel, Elizabeth (Betty), John Augustine, and Charles. Three siblings died before adulthood: his full sister Mildred died when she was about one, his half-brother Butler died in infancy, and his half-sister Jane died at age twelve, when George was about two. His father died of a sudden illness in April 1743 when George was eleven years old, and his half-brother Lawrence became a surrogate father and role model. William Fairfax[image: External link] was Lawrence's father-in-law and the cousin of Virginia's largest landowner Thomas, Lord Fairfax[image: External link], and he was also a formative influence.[12][13]

Washington's father was the Justice of the Westmoreland County Court.[14] George spent much of his boyhood at Ferry Farm in Stafford County near Fredericksburg. Lawrence Washington inherited another family property from his father, a plantation on the Potomac River at Little Hunting Creek which he named Mount Vernon, in honor of his commanding officer Admiral Edward Vernon[image: External link]. George inherited Ferry Farm upon his father's death and eventually acquired Mount Vernon after Lawrence's death.[15]

The death of his father prevented Washington from an education at England's Appleby School[image: External link] such as his older brothers had received. He achieved the equivalent of an elementary school education from a variety of tutors, as well as from a school run by an Anglican clergyman in or near Fredericksburg.[17][18] There was talk of securing an appointment for him in the Royal Navy[image: External link] when he was 15, but it was dropped when his widowed mother objected.[19]

In 1751, Washington traveled to Barbados[image: External link] with Lawrence, who was suffering from tuberculosis[image: External link], with the hope that the climate would be beneficial to Lawrence's health. Washington contracted smallpox[image: External link] during the trip, which left his face slightly scarred but immunized him against future exposures to the dreaded disease.[20] Lawrence's health failed to improve, and he returned to Mount Vernon where he died in the summer of 1752.[21] Lawrence's position as Adjutant General (militia leader) of Virginia was divided into four district offices after his death. Washington was appointed by Governor Dinwiddie as one of the four district adjutants in February 1753, with the rank of major in the Virginia militia[image: External link].[22] During this period, Washington became a Freemason[image: External link] while in Fredericksburg, although his involvement was minimal.[23]
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 Surveyor




Washington's introduction to surveying[image: External link] began at an early age through school exercises that taught him the basics of the profession, followed by practical experience in the field. His first experiences at surveying occurred in the territory surrounding Mount Vernon. His first opportunity as a surveyor occurred in 1748 when he was invited to join a survey party organized by his neighbor and friend George Fairfax[image: External link] of Belvoir. Fairfax organized a professional surveying party to lay out large tracts of land along the border of western Virginia, where the young Washington gained invaluable experience in the field.[24]

Washington began his career as a professional surveyor in 1749 at the age of 17. He subsequently received a commission and surveyor's license from the College of William and Mary[image: External link][d] and became the official surveyor for the newly formed Culpeper County. He was appointed to this well-paid official position thanks to his brother Lawrence's connection to the prominent Fairfax family. He completed his first survey in less than two days, plotting a 400-acre parcel of land, and was well on his way to a promising career. He was subsequently able to purchase land in the Shenandoah Valley[image: External link], the first of his many land acquisitions in western Virginia.

For the next four years, Washington worked surveying land in Western Virginia and for the Ohio Company[image: External link], a land investment company funded by Virginia investors. He came to the notice of the new lieutenant governor of Virginia Robert Dinwiddie[image: External link], thanks to Lawrence's position as commander of the Virginia militia. He was hard to miss; at over six feet,[e] he was taller than most of his contemporaries.[27] In October 1750, Washington resigned his position as an official surveyor, though he continued to work diligently over the next three years at his new profession. He continued to survey professionally for two more years, mostly in Frederick County, before receiving a military appointment as adjutant for southern Virginia. By 1752, Washington completed close to 200 surveys on numerous properties totaling more than 60,000 acres. He continued to survey at different times throughout his life and as late as 1799.[24][27]
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Main article: George Washington in the French and Indian War


Washington began his military service in the French and Indian War[f] as a major in the militia of the British Province of Virginia. In 1753, he was sent as an ambassador from the British crown to the French officials and Indians as far north as present-day Erie, Pennsylvania. The Ohio Company[image: External link] was an important vehicle through which British investors planned to expand into the Ohio Valley[image: External link], opening new settlements and trading posts for the Indian trade.[28] In 1753, the French themselves began expanding their military control into the Ohio Country[image: External link], a territory already claimed by the British colonies of Virginia and Pennsylvania. These competing claims led to a war in the colonies called the French and Indian War[image: External link] (1754–62) and contributed to the start of the global Seven Years' War[image: External link] (1756–63). By chance, Washington became involved in its beginning.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Beginnings of War




Deputy governor of colonial Virginia[image: External link] Robert Dinwiddie[image: External link] was ordered by the British government to guard the British territorial claims, including the Ohio River basin. In late 1753, Dinwiddie ordered Washington to deliver a letter asking the French to vacate the Ohio Valley[image: External link];[28] he was eager to prove himself as the new adjutant general of the militia, appointed by the Lieutenant Governor himself only a year before. During his trip, Washington met with Tanacharison[image: External link] (also called "Half-King") and other Iroquois chiefs allied with England at Logstown[image: External link] to secure their support in case of a military conflict with the French.[29] He delivered the letter to local French commander Jacques Legardeur de Saint-Pierre[image: External link], who politely refused to leave.[30] Washington kept a diary during his expedition which was printed by William Hunter[image: External link] on Dinwiddie's order and which made Washington's name recognizable in Virginia.[31] This increased popularity helped him to obtain a commission to raise a company of 100 men and start his military career.[32]

Dinwiddie sent Washington back to the Ohio Country[image: External link] to safeguard an Ohio Company's construction of a fort at present-day Pittsburgh[image: External link], Pennsylvania. Before he reached the area, a French force drove out colonial traders and began construction of Fort Duquesne[image: External link]. A small detachment of French troops led by Joseph Coulon de Jumonville[image: External link] was discovered by Tanacharison and a few warriors east of present-day Uniontown, Pennsylvania[image: External link]. On May 28, 1754, Washington and some of his militia unit, aided by their Mingo[image: External link] allies, ambushed the French in what has come to be called the Battle of Jumonville Glen. Exactly what happened during and after the battle is a matter of contention, but several primary accounts agree that the battle lasted about 15 minutes, that Jumonville was killed, and that most of his party were either killed or taken prisoner. It is not completely clear whether Jumonville died at the hands of Tanacharison in cold blood, or was somehow shot by an onlooker with a musket as he sat with Washington, or by another means.[33][34] Following the battle, Washington was given the epithet Town Destroyer by Tanacharison.[35]

The French responded by attacking and capturing Washington at Fort Necessity in July 1754.[36] They allowed him to return with his troops to Virginia. Historian Joseph Ellis[image: External link] concludes that the episode demonstrated Washington's bravery, initiative, inexperience, and impetuosity.[37] Upon his return to Virginia, Washington refused to accept a demotion to the rank of captain, and resigned his commission.[38] Washington's expedition into the Ohio Country had international consequences; the French accused Washington of assassinating Jumonville, who they claimed was on a diplomatic mission.[37] Both France and Great Britain were ready to fight for control of the region and both sent troops to North America in 1755; war was formally declared in 1756.[39]

See also: Military career of George Washington[image: External link], Battle of Jumonville Glen, Battle of Fort Necessity, and Forbes Expedition
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Main article: Braddock Expedition[image: External link]


In 1755, Washington became the senior American aide to British General Edward Braddock[image: External link] on the ill-fated Braddock expedition. This was the largest British expedition to the colonies, and was intended to expel the French from the Ohio Country; the first objective was the capture of Fort Duquesne[image: External link].[40] Washington initially sought an appointment as a major from Braddock, but he agreed to serve as a staff volunteer upon advice that no rank above captain could be given except by London. During the passage of the expedition, Washington fell ill with severe headaches and fever; nevertheless, he recommended to Braddock that the army be split into two divisions when the pace of the troops continued to slow: a primary and more lightly equipped "flying column" offensive which could move at a more rapid pace, to be followed by a more heavily armed reinforcing division. Braddock accepted the recommendation (likely made in a council of war[image: External link] including other officers) and took command of the lead division.[41][42]

In the Battle of the Monongahela[image: External link], the French and their Indian allies ambushed Braddock's reduced forces and the general was mortally wounded. After suffering devastating casualties, the British panicked and retreated in disarray. Washington rode back and forth across the battlefield, rallying the remnants of the British and Virginian forces into an organized retreat. In the process, he demonstrated bravery and stamina, despite his lingering illness. He had two horses shot from underneath him, while his hat and coat were pierced by several bullets. Two-thirds of the British force of 976 men were killed or wounded in the battle. Washington's conduct in the battle redeemed his reputation among many who had criticized his command in the Battle of Fort Necessity.[43]

Washington was not included by the succeeding commander Col. Thomas Dunbar in planning subsequent force movements, whatever responsibility rested on him for the defeat as a result of his recommendation to Braddock.[44]
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 Commander of Virginia Regiment




Lt. Governor Dinwiddie rewarded Washington in 1755 with a commission as "Colonel of the Virginia Regiment and Commander in Chief of all forces now raised in the defense of His Majesty's Colony" and gave him the task of defending Virginia's frontier. The Virginia Regiment[image: External link] was the first full-time American military unit in the colonies, as opposed to part-time militias and the British regular units. He was ordered to "act defensively or offensively" as he thought best.[45] He happily accepted the commission, but the coveted red coat of officer rank (and the accompanying pay) continued to elude him. Dinwiddie as well pressed in vain for the British military to incorporate the Virginia Regiment into its ranks.[46]

In command of a thousand soldiers, Washington was a disciplinarian who emphasized training. He led his men in brutal campaigns against the Indians in the west; his regiment fought 20 battles in 10 months and lost a third of its men. Washington's strenuous efforts meant that Virginia's frontier population suffered less than that of other colonies; Ellis concludes that "it was his only unqualified success" in that war.[47][48]

In 1758, Washington participated in the Forbes Expedition to capture Fort Duquesne. He was embarrassed by a friendly fire episode in which his unit and another British unit each thought that the other was the French enemy and opened fire, with 14 dead and 26 wounded in the mishap. Washington was not involved in any other major fighting on the expedition, and the British scored a major strategic victory, gaining control of the Ohio Valley when the French abandoned the fort. Following the expedition, he retired from his Virginia Regiment commission in December 1758. He did not return to military life until the outbreak of the revolution in 1775.[49]
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Washington never gained the commission in the British army that he yearned for, but in these years he gained valuable military, political, and leadership skills.[50][51] He closely observed British military tactics, gaining a keen insight into their strengths and weaknesses that proved invaluable during the Revolution. Washington learned to organize, train, drill, and discipline his companies and regiments. He learned the basics of battlefield tactics from his observations, readings, and conversations with professional officers, as well as a good understanding of problems of organization and logistics.[52] He gained an understanding of overall strategy, especially in locating strategic geographical points.[53]

Washington demonstrated his resourcefulness and courage in the most difficult situations, including disasters and retreats. He developed a command presence, given his size, strength, stamina, and bravery in battle, which demonstrated to soldiers that he was a natural leader whom they could follow without question.[54][55] Washington's fortitude in his early years was sometimes manifested in less constructive ways. Biographer John R. Alden contends that Washington offered "fulsome and insincere flattery to British generals in vain attempts to win great favor" and on occasion showed youthful arrogance, as well as jealousy and ingratitude in the midst of impatience.[56]

Historian Ron Chernow[image: External link] is of the opinion that his frustrations in dealing with government officials during this conflict led him to advocate the advantages of a strong national government and a vigorous executive agency that could get results;[50] other historians tend to ascribe Washington's position on government to his later American Revolutionary War service.[g] He developed a very negative idea of the value of militia, who seemed too unreliable, too undisciplined, and too short-term compared to regulars.[57] On the other hand, his experience was limited to command of at most 1,000 men and came only in remote frontier conditions that were far removed from the urban situations that he faced during the Revolution at Boston, New York, Trenton, and Philadelphia.[58]
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 Between the wars: Mount Vernon (1759–1774)




On January 6, 1759, Washington married wealthy widow Martha Dandridge Custis, then 28 years old. Surviving letters suggest that he may have been in love at the time with Sally Fairfax[image: External link], the wife of a friend. Nevertheless, George and Martha made a compatible marriage, because Martha was intelligent, gracious, and experienced in managing a planter's estate.[59]

Together they raised her children from her previous marriage, John Parke Custis and Martha Parke (Patsy) Custis. Later, they raised Martha's grandchildren Eleanor Parke Custis and George Washington Parke Custis. George and Martha never had any children together; his earlier bout with smallpox in 1751 may have made him sterile[image: External link].[60][61][h] The newlywed couple moved to Mount Vernon, near Alexandria, where he took up the life of a planter and political figure.

Washington's marriage to Martha greatly increased his property holdings and social standing, and made him one of Virginia's wealthiest men. He acquired one-third of the 18,000-acre (73 km2) Custis estate[image: External link] upon his marriage, worth approximately $100,000, and managed the remainder on behalf of Martha's children, for whom he sincerely cared.[62]

In 1754, Lieutenant Governor Dinwiddie[image: External link] had promised land bounties to the soldiers and officers who volunteered to serve during the French and Indian War.[63] Washington prevailed upon Lord Botetourt[image: External link], the new governor, and he finally fulfilled Dinwiddie's promise in 1769–1770,[63][64] with Washington subsequently receiving title to 23,200 acres (94 km2) where the Kanawha River[image: External link] flows into the Ohio River, in what is now western West Virginia.[65] He also frequently bought additional land in his own name. By 1775, Washington had doubled the size of Mount Vernon to 6,500 acres (26 km2), and had increased its slave population to over 100.[66]

As a respected military hero and large landowner, he held local office and was elected to the Virginia provincial legislature, representing Frederick County in the House of Burgesses[image: External link] for seven years beginning in 1758.[67] In the 1758 election, he plied the voters with 170 gallons of rice punch, beer, wine, hard cider, and brandy, though he was largely absent while serving on the Forbes Expedition.[68] With the help of several local elites, Washington won election with roughly forty percent of the vote, defeating three other candidates for the seat.[69] Early in his legislative career, Washington rarely spoke, but he became a prominent critic of Britain's taxation and mercantilist policies in the 1760s.[70]

Washington lived an aristocratic lifestyle—fox hunting was a favorite leisure activity.[71][72] He also enjoyed going to dances and parties, in addition to the theater, races, and cockfights[image: External link]. He also was known to play cards, backgammon[image: External link], and billiards[image: External link].[73] Like most Virginia planters, he imported luxuries and other goods from England and paid for them by exporting his tobacco crop. By 1764, these luxuries, coupled with a poor tobacco market, left Washington ₤1,800 in debt.[74] He began to pull himself out of debt in the mid-1760s by diversifying his previously tobacco-centric business interests into other ventures and paying more attention to his affairs, especially in the form of buying fewer imported luxuries.[75]

In 1766, he started switching Mount Vernon's primary cash crop away from tobacco to wheat, a crop that could be processed and then sold in various forms in the colonies, and further diversified operations to include flour milling, fishing, horse breeding, hog production, spinning, and weaving, and (in the 1790s) he erected a distillery for whiskey production which yielded more than 1,000 gallons a month.[75][76]

After a history of epileptic[image: External link] attacks, Patsy Custis died suddenly in Washington's arms in 1773.[77] The day following Patsy's death, Washington wrote to Burwell Bassett[image: External link]: "It is an easier to conceive, than to describe, the distress of this Family, especially that of the unhappy Parent of our Dear Patcy Custis, when I inform you that yesterday re- moved the Sweet, Innocent Girl into a more happy & peaceful abode than any she has met with, the aflicted path she hitherto has trod."[78] Washington cancelled all business activity and, for the next three months, was not away from Martha for a single night.[79] Patsy's death enabled Washington to pay off his British creditors, since half of her inheritance passed to him.[80][81][82]

Washington was a successful planter of tobacco and wheat, and also a leader in the social elite in Virginia. From 1768 to 1775, he invited some 2,000 guests to his Mount Vernon estate, mostly those whom he considered "people of rank". As for people not of high social status, his advice was to "treat them civilly" but "keep them at a proper distance, for they will grow upon familiarity, in proportion as you sink in authority".[83] In 1769, he became more politically active, presenting the Virginia Assembly[image: External link] with legislation to ban the importation[image: External link] of goods from Great Britain.[84]
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 American Revolution (1775–1783)




Main articles: George Washington in the American Revolution and Military career of George Washington[image: External link]


Washington played a leading military and political role in the American Revolution. His involvement began in 1767, when he first took political stands against the various acts of the British Parliament. He opposed the 1765 Stamp Act[image: External link], the first direct tax on the colonies imposed by the British Parliament, which included no representatives from the colonies; he began taking a leading role in the growing colonial resistance when protests became widespread against the Townshend Acts[image: External link] (enacted in 1767). In May 1769, he introduced a proposal, drafted by his friend George Mason[image: External link] and calling for Virginia to boycott English goods until the Acts were repealed.[85]

Parliament repealed the Townshend Acts in 1770. Washington regarded the passage of the Intolerable Acts[image: External link] in 1774 as "an Invasion of our Rights and Privileges".[86] He told friend Bryan Fairfax, "I think the Parliament of Great Britain has no more right to put their hands in my pocket without my consent than I have to put my hands into yours for money." He also said that Americans must not submit to acts of tyranny "till custom and use shall make us as tame and abject slaves, as the blacks we rule over with such arbitrary sway."[87]

In July 1774, he chaired the meeting at which the "Fairfax Resolves" were adopted, which called for the convening of a Continental Congress, among other things. In August, Washington attended the First Virginia Convention[image: External link], where he was selected as a delegate to the First Continental Congress.[88][89]
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 Commander in Chief




The colonies went to war after the Battles of Lexington and Concord[image: External link] near Boston in April 1775. Washington appeared at the Second Continental Congress in a military uniform, signaling that he was prepared for war.[90] He had the prestige, military experience, charisma, and military bearing of a military leader and was known as a strong patriot. Virginia was the largest colony and deserved recognition, and New England—where the fighting began—realized that it needed Southern support. Washington did not explicitly seek the office of commander and said that he was not equal to it,[91][92] but there was no serious competition.[93] Congress created the Continental Army on June 14, 1775.[94] Washington was nominated by John Adams of Massachusetts, then appointed as a full General[image: External link] and Commander-in-chief[image: External link] of the Continental Army.[91][95][96] Washington's refusal to accept a salary earned him a reputation as a "noble and disinterested" commanding officer.[97]

The British then articulated the peril of Washington and his army; on August 23, 1775, Britain issued a Royal proclamation labeling American Patriots as traitors. If they resorted to force, they faced confiscation of their property, and their leaders were subject to execution upon the scaffold.[98]

General Washington essentially assumed three roles during the war. First, he provided leadership of troops against the main British forces in 1775–77 and again in 1781. He lost many of his battles, but he never surrendered his army during the war, and he continued to fight the British relentlessly until the war's end. He plotted the overall strategy of the war, in cooperation with Congress.[99]

Second, he was charged with organizing and training the army. He recruited regulars and assigned Baron von Steuben[image: External link] to train them, a veteran of the Prussian general staff. The war effort and getting supplies to the troops were under the purview of Congress,[100] but Washington pressured the Congress to provide the essentials.[101] In June 1776, Congress' first attempt at running the war effort was established with the committee known as "Board of War and Ordnance", succeeded by the Board of War in July 1777, a committee which eventually included members of the military.[100] The command structure of the armed forces was a hodgepodge of Congressional appointees (and Congress sometimes made those appointments without Washington's input) with state-appointments filling the lower ranks. The results of his general staff were mixed, as some of his favorites (such as John Sullivan[image: External link]) never mastered the art of command.[99]

Eventually, he found capable officers, such as General Nathanael Greene[image: External link], General Daniel Morgan[image: External link] ("the old wagoner" with whom he had served in The French and Indian War[image: External link]), Colonel[image: External link] Henry Knox[image: External link] (chief of artillery), and Colonel[image: External link] Alexander Hamilton (chief of staff). The American officers never equaled their opponents in tactics and maneuver, and consequently, they lost most of the pitched battles. The great successes at Boston (1776), Saratoga (1777), and Yorktown (1781) came from trapping the British far from base with much larger numbers of troops.[99] Daniel Morgan[image: External link]'s annihilation of Banastre Tarleton[image: External link]'s legion of dragoons at Cowpens[image: External link] in February 1781 came as a result of Morgan's employment of superior line tactics against his British opponent, resulting in one of the very few double envelopments[image: External link] in military history, another being Hannibal[image: External link]'s defeat of the Romans at Cannae[image: External link] in 216 BC.

The decisive defeat of Col. Patrick Ferguson[image: External link]'s Tory Regiment at King's Mountain[image: External link] demonstrated the superiority of the riflery of American "over-mountain men" over British-trained troops armed with musket and bayonet. These "over-mountain men" were led by a variety of elected officers, including the 6'6" William Campbell[image: External link] who had become one of Washington's officers by the time of Yorktown. Similarly, Morgan's Virginia riflemen proved themselves superior to the British at Saratoga, a post-revolutionary war development being the creation of trained "rifle battalions" in the European armies.

Washington's third and most important role in the war effort was the embodiment of armed resistance to the Crown, the representative man of the Revolution. His long-term strategy was to maintain an army in the field at all times, and eventually this strategy worked. His enormous personal and political stature and his political skills kept Congress, the army, the French, the militias, and the states all pointed toward a common goal. Furthermore, he permanently established the principle of civilian supremacy in military affairs by voluntarily resigning his commission and disbanding his army when the war was won, rather than declaring himself monarch. He also helped overcome the distrust of a standing army by his constant reiteration that well-disciplined professional soldiers counted for twice as much as erratic militias. (This was clearly demonstrated in the rout at Camden[image: External link], where only the Maryland and Delaware Continentals held firm under Baron DeKalb[image: External link].)[102]
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 Victory at Boston




Washington assumed command of the Continental Army in the field at Cambridge, Massachusetts in July 1775 during the ongoing siege of Boston. He recognized his army's desperate shortage of gunpowder and sought new sources. American troops raided British arsenals, including some in the Caribbean[image: External link], and some manufacturing was attempted. They obtained a barely adequate supply (about 2.5 million pounds) by the end of 1776, mostly from France.[103]

Washington reorganized the army during the long standoff in Boston and forced the British to withdraw by putting artillery on Dorchester Heights[image: External link] overlooking the city. The British evacuated Boston[image: External link] in March 1776 and Washington moved his army to New York City.[104]

British newspapers disparaged most of the Patriots, but praised Washington's personal character and qualities as a military commander despite his opposition to Britain, which some believed would ruin the empire[image: External link].[105]
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 Defeat at New York




In August 1776, British General William Howe[image: External link] launched a massive naval and land campaign designed to seize New York. Many of Washington's generals preferred retreating from the city and engaging in a defensive strategy, but he believed it better to engage in a major pitched battle.[106] The Continental Army under Washington engaged the enemy for the first time as an army of the United States at the Battle of Long Island[image: External link], the largest battle of the entire war. The Americans were heavily outnumbered, many men deserted, and Washington was badly defeated. He and his generals determined on a course of retreat, and Washington instructed General William Heath[image: External link] to make available every flat-bottom riverboat and sloop[image: External link] in the area. In little time, Washington's army crossed the East River[image: External link] safely under the cover of darkness to Manhattan Island[image: External link] and did so without loss of life or materiel.[107]

Washington had considered abandoning the island and Fort Washington[image: External link], but he heeded Generals Greene and Putnam's[image: External link] recommendation to attempt a defense of the fort. He belatedly retreated farther across the Hudson to Fort Lee[image: External link] to avoid encirclement. With the Americans in retreat, Howe was able to take the offensive; he landed his troops on the island on November 16 and surrounded and captured[image: External link] Fort Washington, resulting in high Continental casualties. Biographer Alden claims that "although Washington was responsible for the decision to delay the patriots' retreat, he tried to ascribe blame for the decision to defend Fort Washington to the wishes of Congress and the bad advice of Nathaniel Greene."[108]
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 Crossing the Delaware




Washington then continued his flight across New Jersey; the future of the Continental Army was in doubt due to expiring enlistments and the string of losses.[109] On the night of December 25, 1776, he led his army across the Delaware River[image: External link]. The next morning, the troops launched a surprise attack on a Hessian[image: External link] outpost in Trenton, New Jersey, capturing nearly 1,000 prisoners. Washington followed up his victory at Trenton with another over British regulars at Princeton[image: External link] on January 3. The British retreated to New York City and its environs, which they held until the peace treaty of 1783.

Washington's victories wrecked the British carrot-and-stick strategy of showing overwhelming force then offering generous terms. The Americans would not negotiate for anything short of independence.[110] These victories alone were not enough to ensure ultimate Patriot victory, however, since many soldiers did not reenlist or deserted during the harsh winter. Washington and Congress reorganized the army with increased rewards for staying and punishment for desertion, which raised troop numbers effectively for subsequent battles.[111]

In February 1777 while encamped at Morristown, New Jersey, Washington became convinced that only smallpox[image: External link] inoculation by variolation[image: External link] would prevent the destruction of his Army. He ordered the inoculation of all troops and, by some reports, death by smallpox in the ranks dropped from 17% of all deaths to 1% of all deaths.[112]

Historians debate whether Washington preferred to fight major battles or to utilize a Fabian strategy[image: External link][i] to harass the British with quick, sharp attacks followed by a retreat so that the larger British army could not catch him.[j] His southern commander Greene did use Fabian tactics in 1780–81; Washington did so only in fall 1776 to spring 1777, after losing New York City and seeing much of his army melt away. Trenton and Princeton were Fabian examples. By summer 1777 Washington had rebuilt his strength and his confidence; he stopped using raids and went for large-scale confrontations, as at Brandywine, Germantown, Monmouth, and Yorktown.[113]
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 1777 campaigns




In late summer of 1777, British General John Burgoyne[image: External link] led a major invasion army[image: External link] south from Quebec, with the intention of splitting off rebellious New England. But General Howe in New York took his army south to Philadelphia instead of going up the Hudson River to join with Burgoyne near Albany—a major strategic mistake. Meanwhile, Washington rushed to Philadelphia to engage Howe, while closely following the action in upstate New York, where the patriots were led by General Philip Schuyler[image: External link] and his successor Horatio Gates[image: External link]. The ensuing pitched battles at Philadelphia were too complex for Washington's relatively inexperienced men and they were defeated. At the Battle of Brandywine on September 11, 1777, Howe outmaneuvered Washington and marched into the American capital at Philadelphia unopposed on September 26. Washington's army unsuccessfully attacked the British garrison at Germantown[image: External link] in early October. Meanwhile, to the north, Burgoyne was beyond the reach of help from Howe, trapped and forced to surrender after the Battles of Saratoga.[114] This was a major turning point militarily and diplomatically—the French responded to Burgoyne's defeat by entering the war, allying with America and expanding the Revolutionary War into a major worldwide affair.

Washington's loss at Philadelphia prompted some members of Congress to consider removing Washington from command. This movement termed the Conway Cabal[image: External link], failed after Washington's supporters rallied behind him.[115] Biographer Alden relates, "it was inevitable that the defeats of Washington's forces and the concurrent victory of the forces in upper New York should be compared." The zealous admiration of Washington indeed inevitably waned. John Adams was never a fan of the southern delegation to the Continental Congress, and he wrote that "Congress will appoint a thanksgiving; and one cause of it ought to be that the glory of turning the tide of arms is not immediately due to the commander-in-chief nor to southern troops. If it had been, idolatry and adulation would have been unbounded.... Now we can allow a certain citizen to be wise, virtuous, and good, without thinking him a deity or a savior."[116]
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 Valley Forge




Main article: Valley Forge


Washington's army of 11,000 went into winter quarters at Valley Forge north of Philadelphia in December 1777. Over the next six months, the deaths in camp numbered in the thousands, the majority being from disease, compounded by lack of food and proper clothing, poor shelter, and the extreme cold; historians' death toll estimates range from 2,000 to over 3,000 men.[117][118][119] The British were comfortably quartered in Philadelphia and paid for their supplies in sterling; in contrast, Washington had difficulty procuring supplies from the few farmers in the area who would not accept rapidly depreciating American paper currency, while the woodlands about the valley had soon been exhausted of game. As conditions worsened, Washington was faced with the task of maintaining morale and discouraging desertion, which had become common by February.[120]

Washington had repeatedly petitioned the Continental Congress for badly needed provisions but with no success. Finally, on January 24, 1778, five Congressmen came to Valley Forge to examine the conditions of the Continental Army. Washington expressed the urgency of the situation, exclaiming, "Something must be done. Important alterations must be made." At this time, he also contended that Congress should take control of the army supply system, pay for its supplies, and promptly expedite them as they became necessary.[121] In response to Washington's urgent appeal, Congress gave full support to funding the supply lines of the army, which also resulted in reorganizing the commissary[image: External link] department, which controlled gathering the supplies for the army. By late February, there were adequate supplies flowing throughout camp.[121]

The next spring, a revitalized army emerged from Valley Forge in good order, thanks in part to a full-scale training program supervised by General von Steuben.[122] The British evacuated Philadelphia for New York in June, 1778. Washington summoned a council of war with Generals Lee[image: External link], Greene[image: External link], and Wayne[image: External link] and Lafayette[image: External link], and he decided to make a partial attack on the retreating British at the Battle of Monmouth. On June 28, Lee and Lafayette moved with 4,000 men and without Washington's immediate knowledge; they attempted to launch but bungled the first attack at the British rear guard. Clinton came about and offered stiff resistance, also with 4,000 men and waiting in anticipation, keeping the Americans in check. After sharp words of criticism, Washington relieved Lee and continued fighting to an effective draw in one of the war's largest battles. When nightfall came, the fighting came to a stop and the British continued their retreat and headed towards New York, where Washington soon moved his army just outside the city.[123][124]
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 Sullivan Expedition




Main article: Sullivan Expedition


In the summer of 1779, Washington and Congress decided to strike the Iroquois[image: External link] warriors of the "Six Nations" in a campaign to force Britain's Indian allies out of New York, which they had used as a base to attack American settlements around New England.[125] In June 1779, the Indian warriors joined with Tory rangers led by Colonel William Butler and slew over 200 frontiersmen, using barbarities normally shunned, and laid waste to the Wyoming Valley in Pennsylvania. Indeed, one British officer who witnessed the Tory brutality said that the redcoats on return to England would "scalp every son of a bitch of them."[126] In August 1779, General John Sullivan led a military operation that destroyed at least 40 Iroquois villages, burning all available crops. Few people were killed as the Indians fled to British protection in Canada. Sullivan later reported that "the immediate objects of this expedition are accomplished, viz: total ruin of the Indian settlements and the destruction of their crops, which were designed for the support of those inhuman barbarians."[127]
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 Hudson River and Southern battles




Washington at this time moved his headquarters from Middlebrook[image: External link] in New Jersey up to New Windsor[image: External link] on the Hudson, with an army of 10,000. The British, led by Howe's successor Sir Henry Clinton[image: External link], made a move up the Hudson against American posts at Verplanck's Point and Stony Point, and both places succumbed; but a counter-offensive was briefly successful by the patriots led by General Anthony Wayne. Clinton was able to shut off Kings Ferry in the end, but it was a strategic loss; he could proceed no farther up the river due to American fortifications and Washington's army. The skirmishes at Verplanck's Point and at Stony Point demonstrated that the continental infantry had become quite formidable and were an enormous boost to morale.[128]

Washington went into quarters at Morristown during the winter of 1779–1780, which represented the worst suffering for the army during the war. The temperatures fell to 16 below zero, the New York Harbor was frozen over, and snow and ice covered the ground for weeks, with the troops again lacking provisions for a time as at Valley Forge.[129] In late 1779, Clinton moved his forces south to Charleston for an offensive against the patriots led by Benjamin Lincoln. After his success there, Clinton returned victorious to New York, leaving Cornwallis in the south. Congress replaced Lincoln with Gates, despite Washington's recommendation of Greene. Gates failed in South Carolina and was then replaced by Greene. The British at the time seemed to have the South almost in their grasp. Despite this news, Washington was encouraged to learn in mid-1780 that Lafayette[image: External link] had returned from France with additional naval assets and forces.[129]
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 Arnold's treason




Main article: Military career of Benedict Arnold, 1777–79[image: External link]


In the summer of 1778, George Washington ordered Major Benjamin Tallmadge[image: External link] to form the Culper Ring. This group was composed of a select few trustworthy individuals whose purpose was to collect information about the British movements and activities in New York City[image: External link]. The Ring is famous for uncovering Benedict Arnold[image: External link]'s intentions of treason,[130] which shocked Washington because Arnold was someone who had contributed significantly to the war effort. Arnold was embittered by his dealings with Congress over rank and finances, as well as the alliance with France, so he conspired with the British in a plan to seize the post that he commanded at West Point. Washington just missed apprehending him, but did capture his co-conspirator Major John André[image: External link], a British intelligence officer under Clinton who was hanged by order of a court-martial called by Washington.[131]
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 Difficulties during the winter of 1780-1781




Main articles: Pennsylvania Line mutiny[image: External link] and Pompton Mutiny[image: External link]


Washington's army went into winter quarters at New Windsor in 1780 and suffered again for lack of supplies. Washington prevailed upon Congress as well as state officials to come to their aid with provisions. He sympathized with their suffering, saying that he hoped that the army would not "continue to struggle under the same difficulties they have hitherto endured, which I cannot help remarking seem to reach the bounds of human patience".[132]
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 Victory at Yorktown




In July 1780, 5,000 veteran French troops led by the comte de Rochambeau[image: External link] arrived at Newport, Rhode Island[image: External link] to aid in the war.[133] French naval forces then landed, led by Admiral François Joseph Paul de Grasse[image: External link]. At first Washington hoped to bring the allied fight to New York and to end the war there, but Rochambeau advised de Grasse that Cornwallis in Virginia was the better target. Admiral de Grasse followed this advice and arrived off the Virginia coast. Washington immediately saw the advantage created, made a feinting move with his force towards Clinton in New York, and then headed south to Virginia.[134]

Washington's Continental Army, also newly funded by $20,000 in French gold, delivered the final blow to the British in 1781, after a French naval victory[image: External link] allowed American and French forces to trap a British army in Virginia, preventing reinforcement by Clinton from the North.[135] The surrender at Yorktown on October 19, 1781, marked the end of major fighting in North America.[136] Cornwallis failed to appear at the official surrender ceremony, and sent General Charles Oharrow as his proxy; Washington then had General Benjamin Lincoln[image: External link] accept the surrender in his place.[137]
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 Demobilization




Substantial combat had ended but the war had not, and a formal treaty of peace was months away. The British still had 26,000 troops occupying New York City, Charleston, and Savannah, and had a powerful fleet. The French army and navy departed, so the Americans were on their own in 1782–83. Money matters fed the anxiety; the treasury was empty, and the unpaid soldiers were growing restive almost to the point of mutiny. At one point, they forced an adjournment of the Congress from Philadelphia to Princeton. Washington dispelled unrest among officers by suppressing the Newburgh Conspiracy in March 1783, and Congress came up with the promise of a five-year bonus.[138]

With the initial peace treaty articles ratified in April 1783, a recently formed Congressional committee under Hamilton was considering needs and plans for a peacetime army. On May 2, 1783, the Commander in Chief submitted his Sentiments on a Peace Establishment[139] to the Committee, essentially providing an official Continental Army position. The original proposal was defeated in Congress in two votes (May 1783, October 1783), with a truncated version also being rejected in April 1784.[140]

By the Treaty of Paris[image: External link] signed that September, Great Britain recognized the independence of the United States. Washington disbanded his army and gave an eloquent farewell address to his soldiers on November 2.[141] On November 25, the British evacuated New York City[image: External link], and Washington and the governor took possession. At Fraunces Tavern[image: External link] on December 4, Washington formally bade his officers farewell and he resigned his commission as commander-in-chief on December 23, 1783. "I consider it an indispensable duty to close this last solemn act of my official life, by commending the interests of our dearest country to the protection of Almighty God, and those who have the superintendence of them, to his holy keeping."[142] Historian Gordon Wood[image: External link] concludes that the greatest act in his life was his resignation as commander of the armies.[143] King George III[image: External link] called Washington "the greatest character of the age" because of this.[144]

Washington later submitted a formal account of the expenses that he had personally advanced the army over the eight-year conflict of about $450,000. It is said to have been detailed regarding small items and vague concerning large ones, and included the expenses incurred from Martha's visits to his headquarters, as well as his compensation for service—none of which had been drawn during the war.[145]
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 Constitutional Convention




Main article: Constitutional Convention (United States)


Washington's retirement to personal business at Mount Vernon was short-lived. He made an exploratory trip to the western frontier in 1784 and inspected his land holdings in Western Pennsylvania that had been earned decades earlier for his service in the French and Indian War.[91] There he confronted squatters, including David Reed[image: External link] and the Covenanters[image: External link]; they vacated, but only after losing a court decision heard in Washington, Pennsylvania[image: External link] in 1786.[146] He also facilitated the creation of the Potomac Company, a public–private partnership[image: External link] that sought to link the Potomac River with the Ohio River, but technical and financial challenges rendered the company unprofitable.[147]

After much reluctance, he was persuaded to attend the Constitutional Convention in Philadelphia during the summer of 1787 as a delegate from Virginia, where he was unanimously elected as president of the Convention.[148] He held considerable criticism of the Articles of Confederation[image: External link] of the thirteen colonies, for the weak central government which it established, referring to the Articles as no more than "a rope of sand" to support the new nation.[149] Washington's view for the need of a strong federal government grew out of the recent war, as well as the inability of the Continental Congress to rally the states to provide for the needs of the military, as was clearly demonstrated for him during the winter at Valley Forge. The general populace, however, did not share Washington's views of a strong federal government binding the states together, comparing such a prevailing entity to the British Parliament that previously ruled and taxed the colonies.[150]

Washington's participation in the debates was minor, although he cast his vote when called upon; his prestige facilitated the collegiality and productivity of the delegates. After a couple of months into the task, Washington told Alexander Hamilton, "I almost despair of seeing a favorable issue to the proceedings of our convention and do therefore repent having had any agency in the business."[151] Following the Convention, his support convinced many, but not all of his colleagues, to vote for ratification. He unsuccessfully lobbied anti-federalist Patrick Henry[image: External link], saying that "the adoption of it under the present circumstances of the Union is in my opinion desirable;" he declared that the only alternative would be anarchy. Nevertheless, he did not consider it appropriate to cast his vote in favor of adoption for Virginia, since he was expected to be nominated president under it.[152] The new Constitution was subsequently ratified by all thirteen states.[153] The delegates to the convention designed the presidency with Washington in mind, allowing him to define the office by establishing precedent once elected.[154] Washington thought that the achievements were monumental once they were finally completed.[151]
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 Presidency (1789–1797)




Main article: Presidency of George Washington


The Electoral College[image: External link] unanimously elected Washington as the first president[k] in 1789[image: External link][l] and again in 1792.[156] He remains the only president to receive the totality of electoral votes.[m] John Adams received the next highest vote total and was elected vice president. Washington was inaugurated on April 30, 1789, taking the first presidential oath of office[image: External link] on the balcony of Federal Hall[image: External link] in New York City.[157] The oath, as follows, was administered by Chancellor Robert R. Livingston[image: External link]: "I do solemnly swear that I will faithfully execute the Office of President of the United States and will, to the best of my ability, preserve, protect, and defend the Constitution of the United States." Historian John R. Alden indicates that Washington added the words "so help me God."[158]

The 1st United States Congress[image: External link] voted to pay Washington a salary of $25,000 a year—a large sum in 1789, valued at about $340,000 in 2015 dollars.[n] Washington faced financial troubles then, yet he initially declined the salary. At the urging of Congress, he ultimately accepted the payment to avoid setting a precedent whereby the presidency would be perceived as limited only to independently wealthy individuals who could serve without any salary.[159] The president was aware that everything which he did set a precedent, and he attended carefully to the pomp and ceremony of office, making sure that the titles and trappings were suitably republican and never emulated European royal courts.[160][o] To that end, he preferred the title "Mr. President" to the more majestic names proposed by the Senate.[161]

Washington proved an able administrator and established many precedents in the functions of the presidency, including messages to Congress and the cabinet form of government.[5] He set the standard for tolerance of opposition voices, despite fears that a democratic system would lead to political violence, and conducted a smooth transition of power to his successor.[4] He was an excellent delegator and judge of talent and character; he talked regularly with department heads and listened to their advice before making a final decision.[162] In handling routine tasks, he was "systematic, orderly, energetic, solicitous of the opinion of others ... but decisive, intent upon general goals and the consistency of particular actions with them."[163] After reluctantly serving a second term, Washington refused to run for a third, establishing the tradition of a maximum of two terms for a president, which was solidified by Thomas Jefferson and James Madison.[164]
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 Domestic issues




See also: Whiskey Rebellion


Washington was not a member of any political party and hoped that they would not be formed, fearing conflict that would undermine republicanism.[165] His closest advisors formed two factions, setting the framework for the future First Party System[image: External link]. Secretary of Treasury Alexander Hamilton had bold plans to establish the national credit and to build a financially powerful nation, and he formed the basis of the Federalist Party. Secretary of State Thomas Jefferson was the founder of the Jeffersonian Republicans[image: External link], and he strenuously opposed Hamilton's agenda. Washington typically favored Hamilton over Jefferson, and it was Hamilton's agenda that went into effect. Jefferson's political actions, his support of Philip Freneau[image: External link]'s National Gazette[image: External link],[166] and his attempt to undermine Hamilton nearly led George Washington to dismiss him from his cabinet, though he ultimately left the cabinet voluntarily. Washington never forgave him and never spoke to him again.[167]

In early 1790, Hamilton devised a plan with the approval of Washington, culminating in The Residence Act of 1790, that established the creditworthiness of the new government, as well as its permanent location. Congress had previously issued almost $22 million to suppliers in certificates of debt during the war; some of the states had incurred debt, as well (more so in the North). In accordance with the plan, Congress authorized the assumption and payment of these debts, and provided funding through customs duties and excise taxes. The proposal was largely favored in the North and opposed in the South. Hamilton obtained the approval of the southern states in exchange for an agreement to place the new national capitol on the Potomac River.

The national debt increased as a result during Hamilton's service as Secretary of the Treasury, but the nation established its good credit. Many in the Congress and elsewhere in the government profited from trading in the debt paper which was assumed. Many of Washington's fellow Virginians and others were vexed by this, but he considered that they had adequate redress through their Congressional representatives.[168]

The Revenue Act authorized the president to select the specific location on the Potomac River for the seat of the government. He was to appoint three commissioners to survey and acquire property for it, and Washington personally oversaw this effort[image: External link] throughout his term in office. In 1791, the commissioners named the permanent seat of government "The City of Washington in the Territory of Columbia" to honor Washington. In 1800, the Territory of Columbia became the District of Columbia when the federal government moved to the site, according to the provisions of the Residence Act.[169]

In 1791, Congress imposed an excise tax on distilled spirits, partly as a result of the Copper Panic of 1789[image: External link], and this led to protests in frontier districts, especially Pennsylvania. Washington ordered the protesters to appear in U.S. district court, but the protests turned into full-scale defiance of federal authority in 1794 known as the Whiskey Rebellion. The federal army was too small to be used, so Washington invoked the Militia Act of 1792[image: External link] to summon militias from Pennsylvania, Virginia, Maryland, and New Jersey.[170] The governors sent the troops, with Washington taking initial command. He subsequently named Henry "Lighthorse Harry" Lee[image: External link] as field commander to lead the troops into the rebellious districts. The rebels dispersed and there was no fighting, as Washington's forceful action proved that the new government could protect itself. This represented the premier instance of the federal government using military force to exert authority over the states and citizens[171] and is also the only time that a sitting U.S. president personally commanded troops in the field.[172]
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 Foreign affairs




In April 1792, the French Revolutionary Wars[image: External link] broke out between Great Britain and its allies and revolutionary France; Washington, with cabinet approval, proclaimed American neutrality. The revolutionary government of France[image: External link] sent diplomat Edmond-Charles Genêt[image: External link] to America, called "Citizen Genêt". He was welcomed with great enthusiasm and began promoting the case for France, using a network of new Democratic Societies[image: External link] in major cities. He even issued French letters of marque and reprisal[image: External link] to French ships manned by American sailors so that they could capture British merchant ships. Washington denounced the societies and demanded that the French government recall Genêt, which they did.[173]

Hamilton formulated the Jay Treaty to normalize trade relations with Great Britain, remove them from western forts, and resolve financial debts remaining from the Revolution;[174] John Jay[image: External link] negotiated and signed the treaty on November 19, 1794. Jeffersonians supported France and strongly attacked the treaty. Washington listened to both sides, then announced his strong support, which mobilized public opinion and was pivotal in securing ratification in the Senate on June 24, 1795 by the requisite two-thirds majority.[175][176]

The British agreed to depart from their forts around the Great Lakes[image: External link], and the United States-Canada boundary had to be re-adjusted. Numerous pre-Revolutionary debts were liquidated, and the British opened their West Indies colonies to American trade. Most importantly, the treaty delayed war with Great Britain and instead brought a decade of prosperous trade. The treaty angered the French and became a central issue in many political debates.[177] Relations with France deteriorated after the treaty was signed, leaving succeeding president John Adams with the prospect of war.[178][179]
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 Farewell Address




Main article: George Washington's Farewell Address


Washington's Farewell Address was issued as a public letter in 1796 and was one of the most influential statements of republicanism, drafted primarily by Washington himself with help from Hamilton. It gives advice on the necessity and importance of national union, the value of the Constitution and the rule of law, the evils of political parties, and the proper virtues of a republican people. He referred to morality as "a necessary spring of popular government[image: External link]", and said, "Whatever may be conceded to the influence of refined education on minds of peculiar structure, reason, and experience both forbid us to expect that national morality can prevail in exclusion of religious principle."[180] The address warned against foreign influence in domestic affairs and American meddling in European affairs, and against bitter partisanship in domestic politics. He also called for men to move beyond partisanship and serve the common good. He cautioned against "permanent alliances with any portion of the foreign world",[181] saying that the United States must concentrate primarily on American interests. He counseled friendship and commerce with all nations, but advised against involvement in European wars and entering into long-term "entangling" alliances, while advancing the general idea of non-involvement in foreign affairs. The Farewell Address made no clear distinction between domestic and foreign policies; John Quincy Adams interpreted Washington's policy as advocating a strong nationalist foreign policy while not limiting America's international activities. The address quickly set American values regarding foreign affairs. Washington's policy of non-involvement in the foreign affairs of the Old World was largely embraced by the founding generation of American statesmen, including John Adams, Thomas Jefferson, and James Madison.[182][183]
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 Retirement (1797–1799)




Washington retired from the presidency in March 1797 and returned to Mount Vernon with a profound sense of relief. He devoted much time to his plantations and other business interests, including his distillery, which produced its first batch of spirits in February 1797.[184] Chernow 2010 explains that his plantation operations were only minimally profitable. The lands out west yielded little income because they were under attack by Indians, and the squatters living there refused to pay him rent. Washington attempted to sell off these holdings but failed to obtain the price that he desired. Meanwhile, he was losing money at Mount Vernon due to a glut of unproductive slaves, which he declined to sell due to a desire to keep families intact, and due to questions as to whether the slaves rightfully belonged to him or to Martha.[185]

Most Americans assumed that he was rich because of the well-known "glorified façade of wealth and grandeur" at Mount Vernon,[186] nearly all his wealth was tied up in land or slaves. Historians estimate that his estate was worth about $1 million in 1799 dollars, equivalent to about $19.9 million in 2014 purchasing power.[187]

By 1798, relations with France had deteriorated to the point that war seemed imminent. President Adams offered Washington a commission as lieutenant general[image: External link] on July 4, 1798, and as Commander-in-chief[image: External link] of the armies raised or to be raised for service in a prospective war[image: External link]. He accepted and served as the senior officer of the United States Army[image: External link] from July 13, 1798, until his death seventeen months later. He participated in the planning for a Provisional Army to meet any emergency that might arise but avoided involvement in details as much as possible. He delegated most of the work, including active leadership of the army, to Hamilton, who was then serving as a major general in the U.S. Army. No French army invaded the United States during this period, and Washington did not assume a field command.[188][189]
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 American Cincinnatus




During the Revolutionary and Early Republican periods of American history, many commentators compared Washington with Roman[image: External link] aristocrat and statesman Cincinnatus[image: External link]. The comparison arose as Washington, like Cincinnatus, remained in command of the Continental Army only until the British had been defeated. Thereafter, he returned as quickly as possible to cultivating his lands instead of seeking great political power.[190][191] Poet Philip Freneau[image: External link] remarked on Washington's resignation in December 1783 and his decision to retire to Mount Vernon:


	Thus He, whom Rome's proud legions sway'd

	Return'd, and sought his sylvan shade.[192]




Lord Byron[image: External link]'s Ode to Napoleon also lionized Washington as "the Cincinnatus of the West".[193]
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 Death




On Thursday, December 12, 1799, Washington spent several hours inspecting his plantation on horseback, in snow, hail, and freezing rain; that evening, he ate his supper without changing from his wet clothes.[194] He awoke the next morning with a severe sore throat and became increasingly hoarse as the day progressed, yet still rode out in the heavy snow, marking trees that he wanted cut on the estate. Some time around 3 a.m. that Saturday, he suddenly awoke with severe difficulty breathing and almost completely unable to speak or swallow.[194] He was a firm believer in bloodletting[image: External link], which was a standard medical practice of that era which he had used to treat various ailments of slaves on his plantation. He ordered estate overseer Albin Rawlins to remove half a pint of his blood.

Three physicians were summoned, including Washington's personal physician Dr. James Craik[image: External link],[195] along with Dr. Gustavus Brown[image: External link] and Dr. Elisha Dick[image: External link]. Craik and Brown thought that Washington had " quinsey[image: External link]" or "quincy", while Dick thought that the condition was more serious or a "violent inflammation of the throat".[196] By the time that the three physicians finished their treatments and bloodletting of the president, there had been a massive volume of blood loss—half or more of his total blood content was removed over the course of just a few hours.[194][197] Dr. Dick recognized that the bloodletting and other treatments were failing, and he proposed performing an emergency tracheotomy[image: External link], a procedure that few American physicians were familiar with at the time, as a last-ditch effort to save Washington's life, but the other two doctors disapproved.[194][198]

Washington died at home around 10 p.m. on Saturday, December 14, 1799, aged 67. In his journal, Tobias Lear recorded Washington's last words as "'Tis well."[199]

A funeral was held at Mount Vernon on December 18, 1799 where Washington's body was interred.[200] Congress passed a joint resolution to construct a marble monument for his body in the planned crypt below the rotunda of the center section of the Capitol (then still under construction), a plan acquiesced to by Martha.[201] In December 1800, the House passed an appropriations bill for $200,000 to build the mausoleum, which was to be a pyramid with a 100-foot (30 m) square base. Southern representatives and senators opposed the plan and defeated the measure because they felt that it was best to have Washington's body remain at Mount Vernon.[202]

Throughout the world, people admired Washington and were saddened by his death. In the United States, memorial processions were held in major cities and thousands wore mourning clothes for months. Martha Washington wore a black mourning cape for one year. In France, First Consul Napoleon Bonaparte[image: External link] ordered ten days of mourning throughout the country.[203] Ships of the British Royal Navy's Channel Fleet lowered their flags to half mast to honor his passing.[204]

To protect their privacy, Martha Washington burned the correspondence which they had exchanged; only five letters between the couple are known to have survived, two letters from Martha to George and three from him to her.[205][206]
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 Subsequent diagnoses




The diagnosis of Washington's final illness and the immediate cause of his death have been subjects of debate since the day he died.[194][197][207] In the days immediately following his death, Craik and Dick's published account stated that they felt that his symptoms had been consistent with cynanche trachealis, a term of that period used to describe severe inflammation of the structures of the upper airway.[197][198][208] Even at that early date, there were accusations of medical malpractice, with some believing that Washington had been bled to death.[197][198] Various modern medical authors have speculated that Washington probably died from a severe case of epiglottitis[image: External link] which was complicated by the given treatments (all of which were accepted medical practice in Washington's day), most notably the massive deliberate blood loss, which almost certainly caused hypovolemic shock[image: External link].[p]
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 Move to new burial site




In 1830 a disgruntled ex-employee of the estate attempted to steal[image: External link] Washington's skull from the original tomb. [209] The next year a new vault was constructed at Mount Vernon to receive George and Martha Washington's remains, along with other relatives buried in the original tomb.[210]

A joint Congressional committee debated the removal of President Washington's body from Mount Vernon to a crypt in the Capitol in early 1832. The crypt was built by architect Charles Bulfinch[image: External link] in the 1820s during the reconstruction of the burned-out structure after the British set it afire in August 1814, during the Burning of Washington. Southern opposition was intense, antagonized by an ever-growing rift between North and South. Congressman Wiley Thompson[image: External link] of Georgia expressed the Southerners' fear when he said, "Remove the remains of our venerated Washington from their association with the remains of his consort and his ancestors, from Mount Vernon and from his native State, and deposit them in this capitol, and then let a severance of the Union occur, and behold the remains of Washington on a shore foreign to his native soil."[202]

On October 7, 1837 George Washington's remains, still in its original lead coffin, were placed within a marble sarcophagus[image: External link] designed by William Strickland and constructed by John Struthers.[211][212] The sarcophagus was sealed and encased with planks while an outer vault was constructed around it.[213] The outer vault contains the sarcophagi of George and Martha Washington, the inner vault contains the remains of other Washington family members and relatives.[210]
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 Personal life




As a young man, Washington had red hair.[214] A popular myth is that he wore a wig, as was the fashion among some at the time. Washington did not wear a wig; instead, he powdered his hair,[215] as is represented in several portraits, including the well-known, unfinished Gilbert Stuart[image: External link] depiction called the "Athenaeum Portrait".[216]

Washington's height was variously recorded as 6 ft (1.83 m) to 6 ft 2 in (1.88 m). He registered six feet three and one-half inches when measured for his coffin.[215] He had unusually great physical strength that amazed younger men. Jefferson called Washington "the best horseman of his age", and both American and European observers praised his riding; the horsemanship benefited his hunting, a favorite hobby. Washington was an excellent dancer and frequently attended the theater, often making Shakespearean references in his letters.[217] He drank in moderation and precisely recorded gambling wins and losses, but he disliked the excessive drinking, gambling, smoking, and profanity that were common in colonial Virginia. He grew tobacco but he eventually stopped smoking and considered drunkenness a man's worst vice; he was glad that post-Revolutionary Virginia society was less likely to "force [guests] to drink and to make it an honor to send them home drunk."[218]

Washington suffered from problems with his teeth throughout his life, and historians have tracked his experiences in great detail.[219] He lost his first adult tooth when he was twenty-two and had only one left by the time that he became president.[220] John Adams claimed that he lost them because he used them to crack Brazil nuts[image: External link], but modern historians suggest that mercury oxide[image: External link] probably contributed to the loss, which he was given to treat illnesses such as smallpox and malaria. He had several sets of false teeth made, four of them by a dentist named John Greenwood. None of the sets were made from wood. The set made when he became president was carved from hippopotamus and elephant ivory, held together with gold springs.[221] Prior to these, he had a set made with real human teeth,[222] likely ones that he purchased from "several unnamed 'Negroes,' presumably Mount Vernon slaves" in 1784.[223] Dental problems left Washington in constant pain, for which he took laudanum[image: External link].[224] This distress may be apparent in many of the portraits painted while he was still in office,[224] including the one still used on the $1 bill.[216][q]
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 Religion




Main article: George Washington and religion[image: External link]


For his entire life, Washington was affiliated with the Anglican Church, later called the Episcopal Church[image: External link]. He served as a vestryman[image: External link] and as church warden[image: External link] for both Fairfax Parish in Alexandria and Truro Parish.[225] These were administrative positions like all positions in Virginia while it had an official religion, in that they required one to swear that he would not speak or act in a way that did not conform to the tenets of the Church. Numerous historians have suggested that, theologically, Washington agreed largely with the Deists, but he never spoke about any particular Deist beliefs which he may have had. He often used words for the deity, such as "God" and "Providence", while avoiding using the words "Jesus" and "Christ." In his collected works, they appear in an official letter to Indians that might have been drafted by an aide.

At the time, Deism[image: External link] was a theological outlook, not an organized denomination, and was compatible with being an Episcopal. Historian Gregg Frazer argues that Washington was not a deist but a "theistic rationalist[image: External link]." This theological position rejected core beliefs of Christianity, such as the divinity of Christ, the Trinity, and original sin. Unlike the deists, the theological rationalists believed in the efficacy of prayer[image: External link] to God.[226] Theologian Peter A. Lillback argues that Washington was neither a deist nor a "theistic rationalist" but a Christian who accepted the core beliefs of Christianity.[227]

Washington frequently accompanied his wife to church services. Third-hand reports say that he took communion[image: External link],[228] although he is usually characterized as never or rarely participating in the rite.[229][230] He would regularly leave services before communion with the other non-communicants (as was the custom of the day), until he ceased attending at all on communion Sundays after being admonished by a rector[image: External link].[231]

Washington regarded religion as a protective influence for America's social and political order, and recognized the church's "laudable endeavors to render men sober, honest, and good citizens, and the obedient subjects of a lawful government."[232]

It is generally concluded that Washington was a Christian, although the exact nature of his religious beliefs has been debated by some historians and biographers for over two hundred years. Washington biographer Don Higginbotham notes that, in such instances, people with diametrically opposing opinions frequently base their views of Washington's beliefs on their own beliefs.[225][233] Higginbotham claims that Washington harbored no contempt of organized Christianity and its clergy and quotes him as saying: "being no bigot myself to any mode of worship".[234] Washington, as commander of the army and as president, was a vigorous promoter of tolerance for all religious denominations. He believed that religion was an important support for public order, morality, and virtue. He often attended services of different denominations, and he suppressed anti-Catholic celebrations in the Army.[235]

Michael Novak[image: External link] and Jana Novak suggest that it may have been "Washington's intention to maintain a studied ambiguity (and personal privacy) regarding his own deepest religious convictions, so that all Americans, both in his own time and for all time to come, might feel free to approach him on their own terms—and might also feel like full members of the new republic, equal with every other."[236] They conclude:


He was educated in the Episcopal Church, to which he always adhered; and my conviction is, that he believed in the fundamental doctrines of Christianity as usually taught in that Church, according to his understanding of them; but without a particle of intolerance, or disrespect for the faith and modes of worship adopted by Christians of other denominations.[237]
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 Freemasonry




Washington was initiated into Freemasonry[image: External link] in 1752.[238] He had a high regard for the Masonic Order and often praised it, but he seldom attended lodge meetings. He was attracted by the movement's dedication to the Enlightenment[image: External link] principles of rationality, reason, and fraternalism. The American lodges did not share the anti-clerical perspective that made the European lodges so controversial.[239] In 1777, a convention of Virginia lodges recommended Washington to be the Grand Master of the newly established Grand Lodge of Virginia[image: External link]. He declined, due to his responsibility in leading the Continental Army at a critical stage. He also did not consider it Masonically legal to serve as Grand Master because he had never been installed as Master or Warden of a lodge.[240] In 1788, Washington was named Master in the Virginia charter of Alexandria Lodge No. 22[image: External link], with his personal consent.[241]
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 Slavery




Main article: George Washington and slavery


Washington was the only prominent Founding Father to arrange in his will for the manumission[image: External link] (freeing) of all his slaves following his death and the death of his wife.[242][243] He privately opposed slavery as an institution which he viewed as economically unsound and morally indefensible. He also regarded the divisiveness of his countrymen's feelings about slavery as a potentially mortal threat to the unity of the nation.[244] He never publicly challenged the institution of slavery,[245][246] possibly because he wanted to avoid provoking a split in the new republic over so inflammatory an issue,[247] but he did sign into law the Slave Trade Act of 1794, which limited American involvement in the Atlantic slave trade[image: External link].[248]

Washington had owned slaves since the death of his father in 1743, when he inherited 10 slaves at the age of eleven. At the time of his marriage to Martha Custis in 1759, he personally owned at least 36 slaves, which meant that he had achieved the status of a major planter[image: External link]. The wealthy widow Martha brought at least 85 " dower[image: External link] slaves" to Mount Vernon by inheriting a third of her late husband's estate. Using his wife's great wealth, Washington bought more land, tripling the size of the plantation at Mount Vernon, and purchased the additional slaves needed to work it. By 1774, he paid taxes on 135 slaves (this figure does not include the "dowers"). The last record of a slave purchase by him was in 1772, although he later received some slaves in repayment of debts.[249] Washington also used some hired staff[184] and white indentured servants[image: External link]; in April 1775, he offered a reward for the return of two runaway white servants.[250]
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 Legacy




Main article: Legacy of George Washington


See also: Historical rankings of Presidents of the United States[image: External link] and Cultural depictions of George Washington


George Washington's legacy remains among the two or three greatest in American history, as Commander-in-Chief of the Continental Army, hero of the Revolution, and the first President of the United States.[r] Congressman Henry "Light-Horse Harry" Lee[image: External link], a Revolutionary War comrade, famously eulogized Washington[image: External link], "First in war—first in peace—and first in the hearts of his countrymen".[251]

Lee's words set the standard by which Washington's overwhelming reputation was impressed upon the American memory. Biographers hailed him as the great exemplar of republicanism. Washington set many precedents for the national government, and the presidency in particular, and was called the "Father of His Country[image: External link]" as early as 1778.[s][5][252][253] Washington's Birthday is a federal holiday in the United States.[254] In terms of personality, biographer Douglas Southall Freeman[image: External link] concluded, "the great big thing stamped across that man is character." By character, says David Hackett Fischer[image: External link], "Freeman meant integrity, self-discipline, courage, absolute honesty, resolve, and decision, but also forbearance, decency, and respect for others."[255]

Washington became an international icon for liberation and nationalism, as the leader of the first successful revolution against a colonial empire. The Federalists made him the symbol of their party but, for many years, the Jeffersonians continued to distrust his influence and delayed building the Washington Monument.[256] On January 31, 1781, he was elected a member of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences[image: External link].[257]

During the United States Bicentennial[image: External link] year, George Washington was posthumously appointed to the grade of General of the Armies of the United States[image: External link] by the congressional joint resolution Public Law 94-479[image: External link] passed on January 19, 1976, with an effective appointment date of July 4, 1976.[91] This restored his position as the highest-ranking military officer in U.S. history[image: External link].[t]
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 Papers




Main article: The Papers of George Washington[image: External link]


The serious collection and publication of Washington's documentary record began with the pioneer work of Jared Sparks[image: External link] in the 1830s in Life and Writings of George Washington (12 vols., 1834–1837). The Writings of George Washington from the Original Manuscript Sources, 1745–1799 (1931–44) is a 37 volume set edited by John C. Fitzpatrick[image: External link]. It contains over 17,000 letters and documents and is available online from the University of Virginia[image: External link].[258] The definitive letterpress edition of his writings was begun by the University of Virginia in 1968, and today comprises 52 published volumes, with more to come. It contains everything written by Washington or signed by him, together with most of his incoming letters. Part of the collection is available online from the University of Virginia.[259]
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 Monuments and memorials




Main article: List of memorials to George Washington


Many places and entities have been named in honor of Washington. His name became that of the nation's capital Washington, D.C. The state of Washington[image: External link] is the only state to be named after a United States president.[260] Mount Washington[image: External link] in New Hampshire, the tallest mountain in the Northeast, was named soon after the American Revolution by Colonel John Whipple.[261]

Washington, Theodore Roosevelt[image: External link], Thomas Jefferson, and Abraham Lincoln are depicted in stone at the Mount Rushmore Memorial. The Washington Monument was built in his honor, one of the best-known American landmarks. The George Washington Masonic National Memorial in Alexandria, Virginia was constructed between 1922 and 1932 with voluntary contributions from all 52 local governing bodies[image: External link] of the Freemasons[image: External link] in the United States.[262][263]

There have been many proposals to build a monument to Washington, starting after victory in the Revolution. After his death, Congress authorized a suitable memorial in the national capital, but the decision was reversed when the Democratic-Republicans took control of Congress in 1801. The Democratic-Republicans were dismayed that Washington had become the symbol of the Federalist Party.[264] Construction of the 554 foot memorial didn't begin until 1848. It was completed in 1885. There are many other "Washington Monuments" in the United States, including two well-known equestrian statues, one in Manhattan and one in Richmond, Virginia. The first statue to show Washington on horseback was dedicated in 1856 and is located in Manhattan's Union Square.[265]

The world's busiest bridge, the George Washington Bridge, is named in his honor. Several naval vessels are named in Washington's honor, including the USS George Washington[image: External link].[266]
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 Postage and currency




See also: U.S. presidents on U.S. postage stamps § George Washington[image: External link], and History of Virginia on stamps[image: External link]


George Washington appears on contemporary U.S. currency, including the one-dollar bill and the quarter-dollar coin[image: External link] (the Washington quarter).

Washington and Benjamin Franklin[image: External link] appeared on the nation's first postage stamps[image: External link] in 1847. Since that time, Washington has appeared on many postage issues, more than all other presidents combined.[267]

Washington's victory over Cornwallis at the Battle of Yorktown was commemorated with a two-cent stamp on the battle's 150th anniversary on October 19, 1931.[268] The 150th anniversary of the signing of the Constitution with George Washington as presiding officer was celebrated with a three-cent issue on September 17, 1937, adapted from the painting by Julius Brutus Stearns.[269] Washington's presidential inauguration at Federal Hall in New York City was celebrated on its 150th anniversary on April 30, 1939.[270]
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 Cherry tree













See also: Parson Weems § The cherry-tree anecdote[image: External link]


Perhaps the best-known story about Washington's childhood is that he chopped down his father's favorite cherry tree and admitted the deed when questioned: "I can't tell a lie, Pa." The anecdote was first reported by biographer Parson Weems[image: External link], who interviewed people after Washington's death who knew him as a child over a half-century earlier. The Weems text was very widely reprinted throughout the 19th century, for example in McGuffey Readers[image: External link]. Adults wanted children to learn moral lessons from history, especially as taught by example from the lives of great national heroes like Washington. After 1890 historians insisted on scientific research methods to validate every statement, and there was no documentation for this anecdote apart from Weems' report that he learned it from one of the neighbors who knew the young Washington. Joseph Rodman claimed in 1904 that Weems plagiarized other Washington tales from published fiction set in England, but no one has found an alternative source for the cherry tree story.[271][272] Austin Washington, a descendent of George Washington, maintains that it is unlikely that Parson Weems, a man of the clergy, would write an account about truth and honesty and then lie about such a story. He further maintains that, if Weems was making up a story, he would have more dramatically depicted the young Washington chopping down the cherry tree, not merely " barking[image: External link] it" (i.e., removing some of the bark), as Weems never claimed that the tree was chopped down. There has been much conjecture and ad hominem attacks from some historians about Weems and his story, but none have proven or disproven the story.[273]
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 Personal property auction record




George Washington's personal annotated[image: External link] copy of the "Acts Passed at a Congress of the United States of America" from 1789 includes the Constitution of the United States[image: External link] and a draft of the Bill of Rights. It was sold on June 22, 2012, at Christie's[image: External link] for $9,826,500 (with fees added to the final cost) to The Mount Vernon Ladies' Association[image: External link]. This was the record for a document sold at auction.[274]
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 See also





	
Culper Ring, the spy ring organized by Benjamin Tallmadge[image: External link] and supervised by Washington

	American gentry[image: External link]

	
Conotocaurious (Town Destroyer), a nickname given to Washington by Iroquois Native Americans

	Electoral history of George Washington

	List of federal judges appointed by George Washington

	List of notable Freemasons[image: External link]

	List of Presidents of the United States, sortable by previous experience[image: External link]

	List of United States militia units in the American Revolutionary War[image: External link]

	
Where's George?[image: External link], a website that tracks the circulation of American paper money
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 Notes






	
^ March 4 is the official start of the first presidential term. April 6 is when Congress counted the votes of the Electoral College and certified a president. April 30 is when Washington was sworn in.


	
^ a b Contemporaneous records used the Julian calendar and the Annunciation Style[image: External link] of enumerating years, recording his birth as February 11, 1731. The provisions of the British Calendar (New Style) Act 1750[image: External link], implemented in 1752, altered the official British dating method to the Gregorian calendar with the start of the year on January 1 (it had been March 25). These changes resulted in dates being moved forward 11 days, and an advance of one year for those between January 1 and March 25. For a further explanation, see Old Style and New Style dates[image: External link].


	
^ a b Engber 2006


	
^ Washington received his license through the college, whose charter gave it the authority to appoint Virginia county surveyors. There is no evidence that he actually attended classes there.[25]


	
^ Accounts of Washington's height vary from 6' 0'' to 6' 3''.[26]


	
^ Also referred to as the Seven Years' War and The French War


	
^ Ellis and Ferling, for example, do not discuss this stance in reference to Washington's French and Indian War service, and cast it almost exclusively in terms of his negative experiences dealing with the Continental Congress during the Revolution. See Ellis 2004, p. 218; Ferling 2009, pp. 32–33, 200, 258–72, 316. Don Higginbotham places Washington's first formal advocacy of a strong central government in 1783. Higginbotham 2002, p. 37.


	
^ Washington may not have been able to admit to his own sterility while privately he grieved over not having his own children. Bumgarner 1994, pp. 1–8


	
^ The term comes from the Roman strategy used by General Fabius against Hannibal's invasion in the Second Punic War[image: External link].


	
^ Ferling and Ellis argue that Washington favored Fabian tactics, and Higginbotham denies it. Ferling 2010, pp. 212, 264; Ellis 2004, p. 11; Higginbotham 1971, p. 211.


	
^ Washington's being childless was a great help to his candidacy. Because he had no heirs, Americans who were concerned about a president who might have plans for a hereditary monarchy had their fears allayed. In addition, many religious Americans believed that God had deliberately deprived Washington of children, the better to serve as Father of His Country[image: External link].


	
^ Under the Articles of Confederation, Congress called its presiding officer "President of the United States in Congress Assembled". The position had no executive powers, but the similarity of titles has confused some into thinking that there were other presidents before Washington.[155]


	
^ The system in place at the time dictated that each elector cast two votes, with the winner becoming president and the runner-up vice president. Every elector in the elections of 1789[image: External link] and 1792[image: External link] cast one of his votes for Washington; thus, it may be said that he was elected president unanimously. James Monroe was re-elected unopposed in 1820[image: External link] but a "faithless elector[image: External link]" cast a single vote for John Quincy Adams, depriving Monroe of unanimous election.


	
^ The Coinage Act of 1792 sets the value of $1 USD equal to 24.1g of silver. With the price of silver at $15.95/oz as of June 13, 2015, the value of 25,000 in silver dollars in 1792 value (24.1g/$1) is $338,750.


	
^ Washington was aware that his actions would set precedents for later American presidents. He wrote to James Madison: ""As the first of everything in our situation will serve to establish a precedent, it is devoutly wished on my part that these precedents be fixed on true principles." Washington to James Madison, May 5, 1789, cited by Unger, 2013, p. 76.


	
^ At least three modern medical authors (Wallenborn 1997, Shapiro 1975, Scheidemandel 1976) concluded that Washington most probably died from acute bacterial epiglottitis complicated by the administered treatments. These treatments included multiple doses of calomel[image: External link] (a cathartic[image: External link] or purgative[image: External link]), and extensive bloodletting (with at least 2.365 total liters of blood being taken, which is slightly less than half of a normal adult's blood volume).

	See Vadakan 2005, Footnotes for Shapiro and Scheidemandel references. Vadakan's article also directly quotes Doctors Craik and Dick's account (as published in the Times of Alexandria newspaper) of their treatment of Washington during his fatal illness.





	
^ The Smithsonian Institution states in "The Portrait—George Washington: A National Treasure" that Stuart admired the sculpture of Washington by French artist Jean-Antoine Houdon, probably because it was based on a life mask and therefore extremely accurate. Stuart explained, "When I painted him, he had just had a set of false teeth inserted, which accounts for the constrained expression so noticeable about the mouth and lower part of the face. Houdon's bust does not suffer from this defect. I wanted him as he looked at that time." Stuart preferred the Athenaeum pose, except for the gaze, and used the same pose for the Lansdowne painting.[224]


	
^ Historians Jay A. Parry[image: External link] and Andrew M. Allison declare that Washington "was the dominant personality in three of the most critical events in that founding: the Revolutionary War, the Constitutional Convention, and the first national administration. Had he not served as America's leader in those three events, all three likely would have failed. And America as we know it today would not exist." Parry, 1991, p. xi.


	
^ The earliest known image in which Washington is identified as the Father of His Country is in the frontispiece of a 1779 German-language almanac, with calculations by David Rittenhouse and published by Francis Bailey in Lancaster County Pennsylvania. Der Gantz Neue Nord-Americanishe Calendar has Fame appearing with an image of Washington holding a trumpet to her lips, from which come the words "Der Landes Vater" (translated as "the father of the country" or "the father of the land").


	
^ In Bell 2005, William Gardner Bell states that Washington was recalled back into military service from his retirement in 1798, and "Congress passed legislation that would have made him General of the Armies of the United States, but his services were not required in the field and the appointment was not made until the Bicentennial in 1976, when it was bestowed posthumously as a commemorative honor." How many U.S. Army five-star generals have there been and who were they?[image: External link] states that with Public Law 94-479[image: External link], President Ford specified that Washington would "rank first among all officers of the Army, past and present. "General of the Armies of the United States" is associated with only two people... one being Washington and the other being John J. Pershing.
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Muriel Bowser






Muriel Elizabeth Bowser /'baUzer /[image: External link] (born August 2, 1972) is an American politician and member of the Democratic Party[image: External link] currently serving as the eighth Mayor of the District of Columbia[image: External link]. Prior to her inauguration in January 2015, Bowser served as a member of the Council of the District of Columbia, representing Ward 4[image: External link].

Elected to the Advisory Neighborhood Commission in 2004, Bowser was elected to the Council in a special election in 2007, to succeed Adrian Fenty[image: External link], who had been elected Mayor. She was re-elected in 2008 and 2012 and ran for Mayor in the 2014 election. She defeated incumbent Mayor Vincent C. Gray[image: External link] in the Democratic primary and won the general election against three Independent and two minor party candidates with 54.53% of the vote. She is the second woman to be elected Mayor, after Sharon Pratt Kelly[image: External link].



TOP
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 Early life and education




The youngest of six children of Joe and Joan Bowser,[1] Muriel E. Bowser grew up in North Michigan Park[image: External link] in northeast D.C.[2] In 1990, Bowser graduated from Elizabeth Seton High School[image: External link], a private all-girls Catholic high school located in Bladensburg, Maryland[image: External link].[3][4] She received a college scholarship due to her excellent grades.[5] Bowser graduated from Chatham College[image: External link] in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania[image: External link], with a bachelor's degree in history, and she graduated from the American University School of Public Affairs[image: External link] with a Masters in Public Policy.[6] In 2015, she bought a home in Colonial Village, [7] moving from a Riggs Park duplex[8] where she had lived since 2000.[9] She is a lifelong Catholic.[10]
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 Political career 2004–2014
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 Advisory Neighborhood Commission




Bowser began her political career in 2004, running unopposed for the Advisory Neighborhood Commission (ANC). She represented Single Member District 4B09, which includes the neighborhood of Riggs Park.[11][12][13] She was unopposed again in 2006 when she ran for re-election for the position.[14]
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 Council of the District of Columbia
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 2007 election




Adrian Fenty[image: External link], member of the Council of the District of Columbia representing Ward 4, ran for mayor of the District. Bowser was his campaign coordinator for Ward 4.[15] When Fenty was elected mayor in 2006, a special election was called to fill his council seat. Bowser, among many others, announced her candidacy for it.[15]

During a political forum with 17 of the 19 council candidates in attendance, Bowser was the only candidate present who supported Fenty's proposed takeover of the District public school system, saying that the school system needed to change.[16]

When Fenty announced his support of Bowser,[17] some critics claimed that, if elected, she would always vote as Fenty wished, ignoring the needs of her constituents.[12][18]

Other critics took note of developers who had contributed to Bowser's campaign, claiming she would favor developers over her constituents.[19] While an ANC commissioner, Bowser had voted in favor of a zoning variance for a condominium development to be built by a developer who had contributed several hundred dollars to her campaign, which some critics derided as a conflict of interest.[20] Bowser maintained that she had supported the development project before running for Council.[19]

The editorial page of The Washington Post favored Bowser in the election.[21] The local councils of the AFL-CIO[image: External link], Service Employees International Union[image: External link], and the Fraternal Order of Police[image: External link] also endorsed Bowser in the election, but the American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees[image: External link] endorsed her opponent, Michael A. Brown[image: External link].[22][23][24]

Bowser won the special election with 40% of the vote.[25]
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 2008 election




In 2008, Bowser announced her reelection campaign for the Council. Three individuals ran against her in the Democratic[image: External link] primary[image: External link],[26] namely: Baruti Akil Jahi, former president of the Shepherd Park Citizens Association;[27] Malik Mendenhall-Johnson, then serving as Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner of 4B04;[28] and Paul E. Montague, who had been Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner of 4B07 before being recalled[image: External link] in 2004.[29] Both Jahi and Mendenhall-Johnson criticized Bowser, saying she was a rubber stamp for Mayor Fenty and that she was unconcerned with her constituents' needs.[30]

No candidates' names were on the ballot for the Republican[image: External link] or D.C. Statehood Green[image: External link] primaries.[26]

The Washington Post's editorial department endorsed Bowser's candidacy.[31] The Gertrude Stein Democratic Club also voted to endorse Bowser's reelection.[32]

Bowser won the Democratic Party primary election, receiving 75 percent of votes.[33] Jahi received 19%, Montague received 3%, and Mendenhall-Johnson received 2%.[33] With no one else appearing on the subsequent general election ballot,[34] Bowser won the general election with 97 percent of the vote.[35]

In 2011, Bowser was appointed to the Washington Metropolitan Area Transportation Authority[image: External link] board of governors, on which she served until 2015.[36][37][38]
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 2012 election




Bowser ran for reelection in 2012.[39] Bowser said she would not turn down donations from corporations.[39] Candidate Max Skolnik criticized Bowser for receiving campaign contributions from developers, corporate bundlers, and lobbyists, saying that Bowser would favor the interests of these corporate donors.[39] Bowser said she was not in favor of banning corporations from making political donations altogether, saying that doing so would make it more difficult to track where campaign donations come from.[39] She also said that corporations are banned from donating to federal elections, but that corporations still find ways to give to campaigns.[40]

Bowser's candidacy was endorsed by the editorial boards of the Washington Post[41] and the Washington City Paper.[42]

Bowser won the Democratic primary with 66% of the vote, to Renee L. Bowser's (no relation) 13%, Max Skolnik's 9%, Baruti Jahi's 5%, Judi Jones' 3%, and Calvin Gurley[image: External link]'s 2%.[43] Unopposed in the general election,[44] she was elected with 97% of the vote.[45]
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 Mayor of the District of Columbia
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 2014 election




On March 23, 2013, Bowser announced that she would run for Mayor of the District of Columbia[image: External link] in the 2014 election.[46] Her campaign's chair was former council member William Lightfoot[image: External link].[47]

Bowser emphasized that she can connect with longtime residents concerned about the rapid changes occurring in the District, while still celebrating the changes that had occurred.[48] Bowser disdained business-as-usual and corruption in the District's government.[48] She favored free Metro fares for students.[49] She was against increasing for the minimum wage only for employees of large retailers.[50] Bowser was criticized for being too inexperienced for the position,[48] with too few legislative accomplishments while on the Council,[51] and for having a platform that was short on details.[52] She limited the number of debates by only agreeing to participate after the field of candidates had been set, which postponed the first debate until August.[53]

Bowser was endorsed by EMILY's List[image: External link][54] and the editorial board of The Washington Post.[55] She won the Democratic mayoral primary election[image: External link] with 43 percent of the vote.[56]

In the general election, Bowser was on the ballot with Independents David Catania, Nestor Djonkam and Carol Schwartz, D.C. Statehood Green[image: External link] Faith Dane[image: External link] and Libertarian[image: External link] Bruce Majors. No Republican filed.[57] Bowser won the election with 80,824 votes (54.53%) to Catania's 35% and Schwarz's 7%, and took office on January 2, 2015.[58]
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 Crime




During her first year as Mayor, the District saw a 40% increase in homicides.[59] In July 2015, Bowser attributed the spike in violence to the sale of synthetic marijuana[image: External link] and proposed measures granting police additional authorities for a crackdown on stores selling the substance.[60] After violence continued unabated, in October 2015 Bowser proposed legislation allowing law enforcement officials to perform warrantless searches of violent ex-offenders. The bill was widely opposed by citizen's groups and the D.C. Council.[59]
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 Homelessness




Bowser pledged to end chronic homelessness in the District.[61] During the winter of 2015, the District saw an increase in homelessness of 250 percent from any previous year as families were sheltered in hotel rooms.[61] In February 2016, Bowser unveiled a plan to provide housing for homeless families following the closure of DC General[image: External link].[62] Without any community consultation or input, Bowser announced the location of one shelter in each of the District's eight wards and refused to say how the sites were selected.[62][63][64] In March 2016, it was revealed that many of the sites selected were connected to Bowser's contributors.[65] Under Bowser's plan, the monthly cost per unit was $4,500 on average each year for at least the next 20 years.[65]
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 Campaign finance




In 2015, Bowser's allies formed FreshPAC, a political action committee[image: External link] intended to advance her agenda.[66] The initiative was the first PAC in District politics so closely aligned with a sitting mayor and created by a former campaign treasurer. Thanks to a legislative loophole regulating off-year fundraising, FreshPAC accepted unlimited contributions. Bowser supporters had quickly raised more than $300,000 and had a goal of collecting $1 million by year’s end.[66][67] FreshPAC was chaired by Earle “Chico” Horton III, a lobbyist for a major corporation that sought Bowser's support.[68] Many of the highest donors participated in a trip to China with the mayor.[69] Following outcry from the Washington Post, members of the D.C. Council, and other stakeholders, FreshPAC was shut down in November 2015.[67] Bowser said she thought FreshPAC was a good thing but its message was distorted.[70]
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 Emergency services




In February 2016, Bowser's appointee as medical director of the fire department resigned from her post after one year on the job. Explaining her decision, Jullette Saussy said that she could not be complicit in a failed agency and that its performance was putting Washingtonian's lives at risk. In response, Bowser's spokersperson said that she was committed to achieving change. [71]
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 Public utilities




In October 2015, Bowser changed her position to support the $6.4-billion merger between two public utilities, Exelon[image: External link] and Pepco. Opponents of the merger decried the lack of transparency in the deal and Bowser's reversal.[72] Community activists raised ethics concerns, claiming that Bowser was swayed by a $25 million pledge to rename the future MLS Soccer Stadium as Pepco Park.[73] In December 2015, it was revealed that Exelon had paid the chairman of FreshPAC, a political action committee affiliated with Bowser's allies, as a lobbyist.[74]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Youth services




In April 2016, the DC Trust, a government-funded entity that disburses grants throughout the district to non-profits providing youth services, declared bankruptcy and announced plans to fold. Bowser had recently provided $700,000 in taxpayer funding and appointed four members to the board of the organization, also known as the City Youth Investment Trust Corp. Bowser's representatives did not know how much of the funding remained or how youth services could be continued. Earlier, former councilmember Harry Thomas, Jr.[image: External link] was found guilty on felony charges for embezzling $350,000 of the trust's funds.[75]
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 Traffic safety




In 2015, Bowser announced Vision Zero, a traffic safety initiative that aims to eliminate all traffic fatalities by 2024. To launch the event, Bowser, supporters, and DC government employees stood at intersections and waved green signs imploring motorists to slow down. [76] The following year, the number of traffic fatalities increased from 26 to 28 and the number of crash injuries increased from 12,122 to 12,430. [77]
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 Development




In February 2015, Bowser cancelled the creation of a public facility for art exhibitions, lectures and educational activities by the Institute for Contemporary Expression. Approved by Gray, the project involved a privately funded conversion of the historic but unused Franklin School[image: External link] and had its first event planned for September 2015.[78][79] Bowser cited financial concerns for the decision, but critics noted that several of the firms who earlier competed unsuccessfully for the property were among her donors.[78] As of October 2015, proposals were still being considered.[80]

In September 2015, Bowser announced a deal with Monumental Sports owner Ted Leonsis[image: External link] to build a practice facility for the Washington Wizards[image: External link].[81] Under the deal, District taxpayers would pay 90 percent of the estimated $55 million cost.[81] The government's portion was split between direct government expenditure and Events DC[image: External link], a DC-government funded body which operates with an independent board.[82] Bowser opposed efforts to cap the taxpayer-funded portion in the event of cost overruns.[82] In July 2016, before construction had started, it was announced that costs would exceed estimates by $10 million while the number of seats in the facility would likely decrease.[83]
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 Transportation




As part of her first State of the District Address in March 2015, Bowser promised that the DC Streetcar would open by the end of the year.[84] In 2016, the Streetcar still required several certifications and testing phases but the DC Streetcar's H Street/Benning line eventually began public service operations on February 27, 2016.[85][86]
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 Public services




In January 2016, the District was paralyzed by an inch of snow on untreated roads.[87][88] More than 1,000 accidents were reported and some commuters abandoned their cars amidst impassable roads.[87][88] Bowser apologized for an inadequate response, explaining that "we should have been there earlier".[88]
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 Other positions




Although Bowser supports the outfitting of Metropolitan Police Department with body cameras and has requested $6 million in her 2016 budget proposal to complete the task, she also included a provision that would make all footage from the cameras exempt from Freedom of Information Act[image: External link] requests, with the goal "to respect privacy".[89][90][91]
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 Electoral history
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 2004






	2004 Advisory Neighborhood Commission, 4B09, general election



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Muriel E. Bowser
	966
	98



	
	 
	write-in
	22
	2
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 2006






	2006 Advisory Neighborhood Commission, 4B09, general election



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Muriel E. Bowser
	601
	90



	
	 
	write-in
	70
	10
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 2007






	2007 Council of the District of Columbia, Ward 4[image: External link], special election



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Muriel Bowser
	5,064
	40



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Michael A. Brown[image: External link]
	3,433
	27



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Charles Gaither
	683
	5



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Dwight E. Singleton
	602
	5



	
	D.C. Statehood Green[image: External link]
	Renee Bowser
	583
	5



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Graylan Scott Hagler
	468
	4



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Tony Towns
	390
	3



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Robert G. Childs
	339
	3



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Artee Milligan
	170
	1



	
	Independent[image: External link]
	Judi Jones
	154
	1



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Carroll Green
	117
	1



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Lisa P. Bass
	110
	1



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Douglas Ned Sloan
	98
	1



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Marlena D. Edwards
	97
	1



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	T. A. Uqdah
	82
	1



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Lisa Comfort Bradford
	72
	1



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Michael T. Green
	49
	0



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	James Clark
	17
	0



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Roy Howell
	10
	0



	
	 
	write-in
	29
	0
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 2008






	2008 Council of the District of Columbia, Ward 4[image: External link], Democratic Party[image: External link] primary election



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Muriel Bowser
	7,132
	75



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Baruti Jahi
	1,800
	19



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Paul E. Montague
	302
	3



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Malik F. Mendenhall-Johnson
	236
	2



	
	 
	write-in
	58
	1






	2008 Council of the District of Columbia, Ward 4[image: External link], general election



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Muriel Bowser
	30,888
	97



	
	 
	write-in
	936
	3
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 2012






	2012 Council of the District of Columbia, Ward 4[image: External link], Democratic Party[image: External link] primary election



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Muriel Bowser
	7,541
	66



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Renee L. Bowser
	1,523
	13



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Max Skolnik
	1,042
	9



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Baruti Jahi
	619
	5



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Judi Jones
	371
	3



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Calvin Gurley[image: External link]
	268
	2



	
	 
	write-in
	32
	0






	2012 Council of the District of Columbia, Ward 4[image: External link], general election



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Muriel Bowser
	33,045
	97



	
	 
	write-in
	933
	3
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 2014






	2014 Mayor of the District of Columbia, Democratic Party[image: External link] primary election



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Muriel E. Bowser
	42,045
	43



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Vincent C. Gray[image: External link]
	31,613
	33



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Tommy Wells[image: External link]
	12,393
	13



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Jack Evans
	4,877
	5



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Andy Shallal[image: External link]
	3,196
	3



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Vincent Orange
	1,946
	2



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Reta Lewis
	490
	1



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Carlos Allen
	120
	0



	
	 
	write-in
	235
	0






	2014 Mayor of the District of Columbia, general election



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Muriel E. Bowser
	88,439
	54



	
	Independent[image: External link]
	David A. Catania[image: External link]
	57,375
	35



	
	Independent[image: External link]
	Carol Schwartz
	11,625
	7



	
	D.C. Statehood Green[image: External link]
	Faith Dane[image: External link]
	1,348
	1



	
	Libertarian[image: External link]
	Bruce Majors
	1,164
	1



	
	Independent[image: External link]
	Nestor Djonkam
	421
	0



	
	 
	write-in
	1,493
	1
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	List of mayors of the largest 50 US cities[image: External link]
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Council of the District of Columbia






The Council of the District of Columbia is the legislative branch of the local government of the District of Columbia. As permitted in the United States Constitution, the District is not part of any U.S. state and is instead overseen directly by the federal government. Since 1973, the United States Congress has devolved[image: External link] certain powers to the Council that would typically be exercised by state legislatures[image: External link]. However, Congress maintains supreme authority over the federal district and therefore all acts of the Council are subject to congressional review and may be overturned. The Council meets in the John A. Wilson Building in downtown Washington.
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See also: District of Columbia home rule and History of Washington, D.C.


Under the U.S. Constitution, the District remains under the jurisdiction of Congress. However, at various times in the city's history, Congress has devolved some of its authority to District residents and their elected representatives.

When Congress passed the Residence Act on July 16, 1790, they called for a new permanent capital of the United States to be located on the Potomac River. The federal district originally comprised land in the form of a square measuring 10 miles (16 km) on each side donated by the states of Maryland and Virginia. The Residence Act also provided for the selection of a three-member board of commissioners, appointed by the President, charged with overseeing the construction of the new capital.[1] Two other incorporated cities that predated the establishment of the District were also included within the new federal territory: Georgetown, founded in 1751,[2] and the City of Alexandria, Virginia, founded in 1749.[3] A new "federal city" called the City of Washington was then constructed on the north bank of the Potomac, to the east of the established settlement at Georgetown.

In 1800, Congress created a joint commission to recommend the governance for what was then called the Territory of Columbia. The joint commission recommended a governorship and a 25-member legislative assembly.[4] This would have been the federal district's first legislature. However, the Organic Act of 1801 officially organized the entire federal territory under the control of Congress, but did not establish an overarching government for the entire District as recommended. In 1802, the original board of commissioners was disbanded and the City of Washington was officially incorporated. The city's incorporation allowed for a local municipal government consisting of a mayor appointed by the President and an elected six-member council.[5] The local governments of Georgetown and Alexandria were also left intact.[6] In 1820, the Congress granted the City of Washington a new charter, which allowed for an elected mayor.[7]

This piecemeal governmental structure remained essentially intact until the passage of the Organic Act of 1871, which created a new government for the entire District of Columbia. This Act effectively combined the City of Washington, Georgetown, and unincorporated area known then as Washington County, into a single municipality as Washington, D.C. exists today.[8] In the same Organic Act, Congress created a territorial government which consisted of a legislative assembly with an upper-house composed of eleven council members appointed by the President and a 22-member house of delegates elected by the people, as well as an appointed Board of Public Works charged with modernizing the city. In 1873, President Ulysses S. Grant appointed the board's most influential member, Alexander Robey Shepherd, to the new post of governor. Shepherd authorized large-scale projects to modernize Washington but overspent three times the approved budget, bankrupting the city. In 1874, Congress abolished the District's local government in favor of direct rule.[9]

The territorial government was replaced by a three-member Board of Commissioners; two members appointed by the President after approval by the Senate and a third member was selected from the United States Army Corps of Engineers. One of the three members would be selected to act as President of the Board.[10] This form of government continued for nearly a century. Between 1948 and 1966, six bills were introduced in Congress to provide some form of home rule, but none ever passed. The commissioner form of government was replaced in 1967 by a mayor-commissioner and a nine-member city council appointed by the President.[11]

Due to public pressure and the demands of handling the complex day-to-day affairs of the city, Congress eventually agreed to devolve certain powers over the District to an elected local government. However, lawmakers in Congress during the early 1970s had originally sought to re-institute the post of governor and create a 25-member legislative assembly. Local officials opposed this form of government, insisting that the District's status as a municipality be respected.[12] On December 24, 1973, Congress obliged the demands of local residents and enacted the District of Columbia Home Rule Act, providing for an elected mayor[image: External link] and the 13-member Council of the District of Columbia.[13] The Council has the ability to pass local laws and ordinances. However, pursuant to the Home Rule Act all legislation passed by the D.C. government, including the city's local budget,[14] remains subject to the approval of Congress.[15] After signing the bill, President Richard Nixon said, "I believe the legislation skillfully balances the local interest and the national interest in the way the District of Columbia is governed."[14]
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 Composition




The council is composed of thirteen members, each elected by District residents to a four-year term. One member is elected from each of the District's eight wards. Four at-large members represent the District as a whole. The chairman of the council is likewise elected at an at-large basis. The terms of the at-large members are staggered so that two are elected every two years, and each D.C. resident may vote for two different at-large candidates in each general election.[13]

According to the Home Rule Act, of the Chair and the at-large members, a maximum of three may be affiliated with the majority political party.[16] In the Council's electoral history, of the elected members who were not affiliated with the majority party, most were elected as at-large members. In 2008 and 2012, Democrats such as David Grosso, Elissa Silverman, and Michael A. Brown[image: External link] changed their party affiliation to Independent[image: External link] when running for council.

To become a candidate for Council an individual must be resident of the District of Columbia for at least one year prior to the general election, a registered voter, and hold no other public office for which compensation beyond expenses is received. If a candidate is running for a particular ward seat, he or she must be a resident of that ward.[13]

Like other legislatures, the Council has several standing committees and a full-time staff, including a council secretary, auditor, and general counsel. Given the limited number of council members, nearly every member of the council has, in effect, the opportunity to chair a committee.[17] Commentators have questioned the legislature's structure noting that with 13 members nearly any piece of legislation can pass with just seven votes, leading to accusations that the Council can too easily overreach in its powers. However, this unique governing structure has also allowed the Council to operate more efficiently in comparison to some state legislatures with regard to consideration and passage of laws.[18]
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Main article: List of members of the Council of the District of Columbia[image: External link]




	Name
	Position
	Party
	Took office
	Up for

reelection



	Phil Mendelson
	Chairman
	Democratic[image: External link]
	1999
	2018



	David Grosso
	At-large
	Independent[image: External link]
	2013
	2020



	Elissa Silverman
	At-large
	Independent[image: External link]
	2014
	2018



	Anita Bonds
	At-large
	Democratic[image: External link]
	2012
	2018



	Robert White[image: External link]
	At-large
	Democratic[image: External link]
	2016
	2020



	Brianne Nadeau
	Ward 1
	Democratic[image: External link]
	2014
	2018



	Jack Evans[image: External link]
	Ward 2
	Democratic[image: External link]
	1991
	2020



	Mary Cheh
	Ward 3
	Democratic[image: External link]
	2007
	2018



	Brandon Todd
	Ward 4
	Democratic[image: External link]
	2015
	2020



	Kenyan McDuffie
	Ward 5
	Democratic[image: External link]
	2012
	2018



	Charles Allen
	Ward 6
	Democratic[image: External link]
	2014
	2018



	Vincent C. Gray[image: External link]
	Ward 7
	Democratic[image: External link]
	2017
	2020



	Trayon White[image: External link]
	Ward 8
	Democratic[image: External link]
	2017
	2020
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Council of the District of Columbia Period 16[image: External link] 2005–2006

	
Council of the District of Columbia Period 15[image: External link] 2003–2004

	
Council of the District of Columbia Period 14[image: External link] 2001–2002

	
Council of the District of Columbia Period 13[image: External link] 1999–2000
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Phil Mendelson






Philip Heath "Phil" Mendelson (born November 8, 1952[1]) is an American politician[image: External link] from Washington, D.C. He is currently the Chairman of the Council of the District of Columbia, elected by the Council on June 13, 2012, following the resignation of Council Chair Kwame R. Brown[image: External link]. He was elected to serve the remainder of Brown's term in a citywide special election on November 6, 2012,[2] and re-elected to a full term in 2014.[3]
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Mendelson came to Washington from Cleveland Heights, Ohio[image: External link],[4] in 1970 to attend American University.[5] He graduated with a Bachelor of Arts[image: External link] degree.[6]
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 1986–1989




In 1986, Mendelson ran unopposed to represent McLean Gardens in Advisory Neighborhood Commission 3C.[7] He won the election.[8] In 1987, he was elected treasurer of Advisory Neighborhood Commission 3C.[9][10]

Mendelson fought against a developer who wanted to build an office building on Wisconsin Avenue[image: External link] near Upton Street NW.[11] Mendelson was opposed to the developer building an access road over a forested area.[11] After his community group filed a lawsuit to block the road, a court determined that the developer had the right to build the access road.[12] Mendelson tried to block the work using his own body, for which he was arrested.[13] The wooded area was razed, and the access road was built.[13]

Mendelson was critical of a policy of assessing property taxes on a building until the roof is sealed.[14] One particular developer saved $500,000 of property taxes from delaying the sealing of the roof until later in the construction timeline.[14] Mendelson said the District of Columbia was losing significant amounts of tax revenue from what he called a loophole.[14]

In 1988, Mendelson was elected to the D.C. Democratic State Committee[image: External link], representing Ward 3, in 1988.[15] He ran unopposed for reelection as an Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner,[16] and he won the election.[17] He was elected chair of Advisory Neighborhood Commission 3C soon thereafter.[18]
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In 1990, Mendelson resigned from the D.C. Democratic State Committee to work for the reelection campaign of Jim Nathanson[image: External link], member of the Council of the District of Columbia representing Ward 3.[19]

Also in 1990, Mendelson voiced his opposition to iron fences on the Duke Ellington Bridge[image: External link] in Rock Creek Park that were intended to prevent people from jumping off the bridge.[20] He said the fences did not prevent suicide because there were more suicide attempts from the bridge after the fences were erected.[20] An increase in suicide attempts from the nearby Taft Bridge[image: External link] demonstrated that the fences merely diverted, rather than deterred, suicide attempts in his opinion.[20] Mendelson argued against putting fences up again after the Duke Ellington Bridge's scheduled reconstruction and instead post phone numbers for suicide prevention hotlines on the bridge.[20] He was also opposed to building fences on the Taft Bridge.[21] A group of local mental health physicians was in favor of the fences, saying the fences were worthwhile even if they did not deter every suicide attempt.[21]

Mendelson ran unopposed for reelection as an Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner in 1990;[22] he won the election.[23]

When the owner of an residential building proposed constructing townhouses in front of the apartments, Mendelson opposed the idea, saying, "It makes no sense to put eight townhouses on the lawn of an apartment building."[24]

In 1992, Mayor[image: External link] Sharon Pratt Kelly[image: External link]'s task force on the homeless made a recommendation that shelter beds should be located equally throughout the District.[25] Other than a few churches, there were no homeless shelters located in Ward 3 at the time.[25] The ward's council member Jim Nathanson opposed establishing homeless shelters in Ward 3.[25] Mendelson was also opposed, saying, "There's no right for the homeless to get shelter in any neighborhood they want."[25]

In 1992, Mendelson ran unopposed for reelection as an Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner[26] and won the election.[27] He was subsequently elected vice-chair of Advisory Neighborhood Commission 3C, which represents residents of Cleveland Park, Cathedral Heights, Massachusetts Heights, and Woodley Park[image: External link].[28]
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 1996–1998




In 1996, Mendelson ran for an at-large[image: External link] seat on the Council.[29] Mendelson's campaign focused on holding government employees accountable, hiring qualified individuals for government positions, and cutting wasteful and ineffective programs.[6] Mendelson criticized incumbent Harold Brazil[image: External link] for conspicuously leaving a Council meeting just before a vote on whether to reduce pension benefits for newly hired police officers, firefighters, and teachers.[29] Mendelson said Brazil's absence was in line with many other important votes that Brazil for which was absent.[29] He said all Council members should accept a cut in salary due to recent poor performance of the Council.[30]

Brazil won the Democratic primary election.[31] Mendelson came in fourth place[31] with seven percent of the vote.[32] While Mendelson did not appear on the ballot for Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner, he was only individual to notify the Board of Elections[image: External link] that he was willing to represent Single Member District 3C06, and therefore the Board certified him the Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner for that district.[33]

When Congress began moving more and more responsibilities from the District Government to the District of Columbia Financial Control Board, Mendelson argued against doing so, saying that only removes accountability from Mayor[image: External link] Marion Barry.[34] Mendelson said that Mayor Barry should have enough control over the District in order for voters to be able to judge his actions.[34] "These end runs, so to speak, in a way empower Barry, because they get him off the hook and play into the voters' reliance on other people to solve our problems."[34]

In 1997, the District Department of Recreation tore down a playground in McLean Gardens because it was rotting, splintered, and dangerous.[35] Mendelson criticized the Department of Recreation for not informing residents ahead of time and for not replacing the equipment immediately.[35] A spokesperson for the Department said that the new playground equipment would be installed within two weeks.[35]

The Washington Post wrote an article detailing how the District of Columbia Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs[image: External link] does not consistently enforce District laws, does not consistently collect the fees it is due, and has insufficient authority to do either.[36] Mendelson noted that residents build decks without permits and receive no penalty, and neighbors have no recourse.[36] Mendelson said that the Department could only advise residents of the law, and he advocated for giving the Department more authority to enforce the laws that it has purview over.[36] Mendelson later advocated against the Council's confirmation of W. David Watts as the agency's director, saying that the Council was not confirming the best individual for the position.[37] Mendelson continued to advocate for simplifying regulatory requirements and increasing enforcement.[38] When the Council unanimously passed a bill to reform the regulatory process, Mendelson said it was hastily written and had not been opened to enough public opinion.[39] Mendelson asked the Financial Control Board to overturn the Council's bill.[39] While Council member David Catania admitted the bill was not perfect, he also took issue with Mendelson's approach, saying it undermined District home rule.[39]

In 1998, the Financial Control Board considered repealing a law that required environmental impact statements for private projects costing more than $1 million.[40] The Financial Control Board said repealing the law would make it easier to do business in the District.[40] Mendelson opposed the repeal, saying that environmental impact statements can reveal potential public health hazards before they occur and that preparation of the statements is not sufficiently onerous to offset the potential benefits.[40] The Financial Control Board ended up increasing the threshold from $1 million to $5 million.[41]
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 Council of the District of Columbia




On June 14, 1998, Mendelson announced he would run again for an at-large[image: External link] seat on the Council of the District of Columbia.[42] Mendelson said the public needed to be better informed about the incumbent Council's meetings and votes.[43] He said residents only hear from Council members when they are up for reelection.[43]

Mendelson said the District should be proactive about recruiting developers and businesses, and he thought he could play a role in doing so as a member of the Council.[44] He also said the Council should do more during debates on education.[44]

Mendelson's candidacy was endorsed by the editorial board of The Washington Post[45] the Metropolitan Washington AFL–CIO[image: External link],[44] the Sierra Club[image: External link], and the tenant advocacy council TENAC.[46]

Mendelson came in first place in the Democratic primary election with 17 percent of the vote, advancing to the general election.[47]

Mayor[image: External link] Marion Barry endorsed Mendelson's candidacy in the general election.[48] The editorial board of The Washington Post endorsed independent candidate Beverly Wilbourn and Republican[image: External link] incumbent David Catania in the general election.[49]

Mendelson won the general election with 37 percent of the vote.[50][51] He was sworn in on January 2, 1999.[52] Because Mendelson had no seniority on the Council, Council Chair Linda W. Cropp[image: External link] did not assign him to chair any committees, but he was appointed as a representative to the Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments[image: External link].[53]

In 1999, Mendelson and Catania sponsored a bill to amend a law that required most contractors to hire a majority of District residents to complete contracts with the District government.[54] The new bill would reduce monetary penalties for noncompliance, and ban non-compliant companies from doing business with the District for three years.[54]

Mendelson criticized the Council for passing acts as emergency legislation, which bypasses Congressional review and lasts for a short amount of time, even though the acts were not intended to fill temporary or urgent needs.[55] Mendelson was opposed to Mayor Anthony Williams' proposal to have a children's theme park on islands in the Anacostia River.[56]

Mendelson was re-elected in 2002,[57] 2006,[58] and 2010.[59]

In 2012, Kwame Brown[image: External link] resigned from the position of Chair of the Council.[60] In a vote of 11 to 1, the Council voted to appoint Mendelson to the position of interim Chair of the Council.[61] In a special election held in November 2012, Mendelson was elected by District voters to the position of Chair of the Council.[62] He was elected to a full term as chair in 2014.[3]
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 Other activities




Mendelson has served as a trustee of the Committee of 100 on the Federal City,[38] a member of the board of the Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments[image: External link], and as the president of the Association of Metropolitan Planning Organizations.
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 Personal life




Mendelson is separated from Constance G. (Connie) Ridgway.[63][64]

Mendelson and Ridgway have a daughter, Adelaide Marie Ridgway-Mendelson, born July 29, 2000.[65]

Mendelson lives in Capitol Hill.[66]
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 1996






	1996 Council of the District of Columbia, At Large[image: External link], Democratic[image: External link] Primary[image: External link]



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Harold Brazil[image: External link]
	17,465
	42



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Joseph P. Yeldell
	9,230
	22



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	John Capozzi
	6,092
	15



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Phil Mendelson
	3,117
	7



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Kathryn A. Pearson-West
	2,015
	5



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Paul Savage
	1,941
	5



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Ronnie Edwards
	791
	2



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Ernest E. Johnson
	664
	2



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Write-in
	258
	1
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 1998






	1998 Council of the District of Columbia, At Large[image: External link], Democratic[image: External link] Primary[image: External link]



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Phil Mendelson
	14,089
	17



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Linda Moody
	11,532
	14



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	William H. "Rev" Bennett II
	11,336
	14



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Bill Rice
	11,087
	14



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Phyllis J. Outlaw
	10,769
	13



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Sabrina Sojourner
	9,725
	12



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Don Reeves
	4,130
	5



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Charles Gaither
	3,721
	5



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Greg Rhett
	2,646
	3



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Kathryn A. Pearson-West
	2,485
	3



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Write-in
	718
	1






	1998 Council of the District of Columbia, At Large[image: External link], General Election[image: External link]



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Phil Mendelson
	71,799
	37



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	David A. Catania[image: External link]
	40,200
	21



	
	D.C. Statehood[image: External link]
	Hilda Mason[image: External link]
	28,615
	15



	
	Independent[image: External link]
	Beverly J. Wilbourn
	22,946
	12



	
	Independent[image: External link]
	Malik Z. Shabazz
	15,644
	8



	
	Umoja[image: External link]
	Mark Thompson
	9,733
	5



	
	Independent[image: External link]
	Sandra "SS" Seegars
	2,764
	1



	
	
	Write-in
	648
	0





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 2002






	2002 Council of the District of Columbia, At Large[image: External link], Democratic[image: External link] Primary[image: External link]



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Phil Mendelson
	38,681
	43



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Beverly Wilbourn
	26,379
	29



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Dwight E. Singleton
	16,749
	19



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	M. Muhammad Shabazz
	4,098
	5



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Al-Malik Farrakhan
	3,655
	4



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Write-in
	933
	1






	2002 Council of the District of Columbia, At Large[image: External link], General Election[image: External link]



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Phil Mendelson
	90,316
	47



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	David A. Catania[image: External link]
	51,698
	27



	
	Independent[image: External link]
	Eugene Dewitt Kinlow
	17,522
	9



	
	D.C. Statehood Green[image: External link]
	Michele Tingling-Clemmons
	13,828
	7



	
	Independent[image: External link]
	Chris Ray
	5,879
	3



	
	Independent[image: External link]
	A.D. "Tony" Dominguez
	4,395
	2



	
	Independent[image: External link]
	Ahmad Braxton-Jones
	3,708
	2



	
	Independent[image: External link]
	Kweku Toure
	3,304
	2



	
	
	Write-in
	1,115
	1
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	2006 Council of the District of Columbia, At Large[image: External link], Democratic[image: External link] Primary[image: External link]



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Phil Mendelson
	62,776
	64



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	A. Scott Bolden
	35,486
	36



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Write-in
	468
	0






	2006 Council of the District of Columbia, At Large[image: External link], General Election[image: External link]



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Phil Mendelson
	90,599
	51



	
	Independent[image: External link]
	David A. Catania[image: External link]
	58,293
	33



	
	D.C. Statehood Green[image: External link]
	Ann C. Wilcox
	12,390
	7



	
	Independent[image: External link]
	Antonio "Tony" Dominguez
	8,759
	5



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Marcus Skelton
	8,199
	5



	
	
	Write-in
	912
	1
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	2010 Council of the District of Columbia, At Large[image: External link], Democratic[image: External link] Primary[image: External link]



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Phil Mendelson
	77,127
	63



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Michael A. Brown[image: External link]
	34,829
	28



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Dorothy Douglas
	6,922
	6



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Write-in
	812
	1






	2010 Council of the District of Columbia, At Large[image: External link], General Election[image: External link]



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Phil Mendelson
	105,296
	56



	
	Independent[image: External link]
	David A. Catania[image: External link]
	57,163
	31



	
	D.C. Statehood Green[image: External link]
	David Schwartzman
	12,697
	7



	
	Independent[image: External link]
	Richard Urban
	9,668
	5



	
	
	Write-in
	1,839
	1
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	2012 Council of the District of Columbia, Chair, Special Election[image: External link]



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Phil Mendelson
	174,742
	71



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Calvin H. Gurley[image: External link]
	69,342
	28



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Write-in
	3,017
	1
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 2014






	2014 Council of the District of Columbia, Chair, Democratic[image: External link] Primary[image: External link]



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Phil Mendelson
	69,138
	81



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Calvin H. Gurley
	15,178
	18



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Write-in
	825
	1






	2014 Council of the District of Columbia, Chair, General Election[image: External link]



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Phil Mendelson
	138,066
	78



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Kris Hammond
	12,114
	7



	
	Independent[image: External link]
	John C. Cheeks
	6,949
	4



	
	D.C. Statehood Green[image: External link]
	G. Lee Aikin
	5,930
	3



	
	Libertarian[image: External link]
	Kyle Walker
	3,674
	2



	
	
	Write-in
	849
	0
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Anita Bonds






Anita Bonds (born 1945[2]) is a Democratic[image: External link] politician in Washington, D.C. She is an at-large member of the Council of the District of Columbia.[3] She has been the Chairman of the District of Columbia Democratic State Committee since 2006.[4][5] She worked as an executive at Fort Meyer Construction, a District contractor.[6]



TOP
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 Early life




Bonds was raised in Southeast Washington, D.C.[7] She attended college at University of California, Berkeley[image: External link],[7] where she majored in chemistry.[8]
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 Career




Bonds helped run Marion Barry's first campaign for the District of Columbia Board of Education in 1971.[6] She was elected Ward 2 delegate to the Black Political Convention in 1972.[9] In 1973, she ran in a special election for the Ward 2 seat on the District of Columbia Board of Education.[10] Bill Treanor won the election with 62 percent of the vote.[10] Bonds worked as ward and precinct coordinator for Clifford Alexander[image: External link]'s campaign for District mayor in 1974.[11] She served as deputy campaign manager for Barry's 1978[12] and 1982 bids for District mayor.[2] In 1979, Mayor Barry named Bonds special assistant for constituent services.[13]

Bonds served as manager of John L. Ray[image: External link]'s reelection campaign for at-large councilmember in 1980.[14] In 1983, Bonds was director of the District of Columbia Office of Community Services.[2] She served on Jesse Jackson[image: External link]'s presidential campaign in 1984.[15] She was campaign manager for Barry's bid for a third term as District mayor in 1986.[2]

In 1990, Bonds helped the defense attorney in Marion Barry's drug and perjury charges.[16] In 1994, Bonds became special assistant to District Mayor Sharon Pratt Kelly[image: External link]'s chief of staff, Karen A. Tramontano.[17] In May 1998, Bonds was named campaign manager for Councilmember Harold Brazil[image: External link]'s bid for District mayor.[18] In August 1998, she left that role after a campaign reorganization.[19]

From 2004 to 2005, she served as director of the mayor's Office of Community Affairs.[20] In 2005, she became a senior adviser to Council member Kwame R. Brown[image: External link].[21]
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 Councilmember




In November 2012, Democrat Phil Mendelson won a special election to become the chair of the Council of the District of Columbia,[22] creating a vacancy of his former seat as at-large member of the Council. District of Columbia law provides that, in the event of a vacancy of an at-large seat on the Council, the political party of the former incumbent shall decide who will fill the seat until a special election can be held.[23][24]

Bonds announced that she would seek to be selected to hold the at-large Council seat. Douglass Sloan, a public affairs consultant and Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner for Riggs Park[image: External link], and John Capozzi[image: External link], former Shadow U.S. Representative[image: External link] and former at-large member of the District of Columbia Democratic State Committee, announced that they would also seek the selection. In a vote by the D.C. Democratic State Committee, Bonds received 55 of the 71 votes cast, winning the selection process.[6] Bonds was sworn in as councilmember on December 11, 2012.[1]

Bonds won reelection in the 2013 special election.[25]

In 2017, Bonds attended the parade for the inauguration of Donald Trump[image: External link]. [26][27]
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	2013 , , [28]




	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Anita Bonds
	18,027
	31



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Elissa Silverman
	15,228
	27



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Patrick Mara[image: External link]
	13,698
	24



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Matthew Frumin
	6,307
	11



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Paul Zuckerberg
	1,195
	2



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Michael A. Brown[image: External link]
	1,100
	2



	
	D.C. Statehood Green[image: External link]
	Perry Redd
	1,090
	2



	
	
	Write-in
	187
	0
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	2014 General Election, , At-Large Seats



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Anita Bonds
	85,575
	24



	
	Independent[image: External link]
	Elissa Silverman
	41,300
	12



	
	Independent[image: External link]
	Michael D. Brown[image: External link]
	28,614
	8



	
	Independent[image: External link]
	Robert White[image: External link]
	22,198
	6



	
	Independent[image: External link]
	Courtney R. Snowden
	19,551
	5



	
	D.C. Statehood Green[image: External link]
	Eugene Puryear
	12,525
	4



	
	Independent[image: External link]
	Graylan Scott Hagler
	10,539
	3



	
	Independent[image: External link]
	Khalid Pitts
	10,392
	3



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Marc Morgan
	9,947
	3



	
	Independent[image: External link]
	Brian Hart
	8,933
	3



	
	Independent[image: External link]
	Kishan Putta
	6,135
	2



	
	Independent[image: External link]
	Calvin Gurley[image: External link]
	4,553
	1



	
	Independent[image: External link]
	Eric J. Jones
	4,405
	1



	
	Libertarian[image: External link]
	Frederick Steiner
	3,766
	1



	
	Independent[image: External link]
	Wendell Felder
	2,964
	1



	
	 
	write-in
	1,472
	0
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 Committees




Bonds currently serves on the following committees:[30]


	Committee on Housing and Community Development (Chair)

	Committee on Judiciary

	Committee on Education
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David Grosso






David Grosso (born c. 1971) is an American politician who is an at-large[image: External link] member of the Council of the District of Columbia. He is an attorney and lives in Brookland[image: External link].[3] A native Washingtonian, he graduated from Earlham College[image: External link] and Georgetown University Law Center[image: External link]. Grosso is a member of the D.C. Bar and served on the board of directors of Planned Parenthood[image: External link] Metropolitan Washington. He is a member of the Sierra Club[image: External link], NARAL Pro-Choice America[image: External link], and the ACLU[image: External link].



TOP
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 Early life




Grosso was born in Washington, D.C.[4] During his childhood, he lived on a farm in Northern Virginia[image: External link].[5] As a teenager, he lived on Rock Creek Church Road in Petworth[image: External link].[5]

Grosso graduated from Earlham College[image: External link] with a degree in philosophy.[2] He received a J.D. from Georgetown University Law Center[image: External link] in 2001.[4] Before attending college, Grosso volunteered helping refugees from El Salvador[image: External link] living in Honduras. He also spent a year as a full-time volunteer building a transitional housing program for homeless women in San Antonio, Texas[image: External link], where he met his wife, Serra Sippel, also a native Washingtonian and president of the Center for Health and Gender Equity.[6]

Grosso worked for D.C. Councilmember Sharon Ambrose[image: External link] working as a clerk for the District's Economic Development Committee.[7][8] He worked as Chief Counsel to Congresswoman Eleanor Holmes Norton[2] and was a vice president of public policy for health insurance carrier CareFirst[image: External link] for several years.[9]

David and Serra live in the Brookland neighborhood of Ward 5 with their dogs Frida and Diego.[2]
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 2012 District Council Election




In 2012, Grosso and six other individuals declared their candidacy for two seats as at-large member of the Council of the District of Columbia.[10] Grosso ran as an independent candidate. In accordance with the District's Home Rule Act, one of the seats up for election that year was reserved for an individual who is not affiliated with the Democratic Party.[10]

During a debate among the four candidates for the at-large council seat, Grosso supported expanding the types of illnesses that qualify for medical marijuana.[9] Grosso said he supported the five-cent tax on disposable bags[image: External link], and he said he does not support school vouchers.[9] Grosso also said he would vote to censure Councilmember Jim Graham for violations of Metro's code of ethics.[9] In addition, Grosso said he was in favor of speeding cameras, saying that they were important because they slow drivers and save lives.[11] Grosso supports giving tax incentives for private employers to move to the District.[8]

The Washington Post editorial board endorsed Grosso for at-large councilmember, citing Grosso's experience with the economic development committee and knowledge of city government.[12][13] Council member Tommy Wells[image: External link] and former Council member William Lightfoot[image: External link] endorsed Grosso's candidacy.[14] Grosso also earned the endorsements of the Current Newspapers,[13] the D.C. chapter of the Sierra Club[image: External link],[15] and Greater Greater Washington.[16]

Grosso won one of two at-large seats on the council with twenty percent of the vote.[17]
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 Results




Official results from the District of Columbia Board of Elections:[17]



	   
	Name
	Party
	Votes
	Percentage



	
	Vincent Orange
	Democratic[image: External link]
	144,595
	38%



	
	David Grosso
	Independent[image: External link]
	78,123
	20%



	
	Michael A. Brown[image: External link]
	Independent[image: External link]
	57,762
	15%



	
	Mary Brooks Beatty
	Republican[image: External link]
	27,847
	7%



	
	A.J. Cooper
	Independent[image: External link]
	25,012
	6%



	
	Leon J. Swain Jr.
	Independent[image: External link]
	24,588
	6%



	
	Ann C. Wilcox
	Statehood-Green[image: External link]
	22,802
	6%



	
	Write-In
	 
	2,402
	1%
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 In Office
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 Council Period 20 (2013-2014)




Grosso was sworn into office as an at-Large Member of the Council of the District of Columbia on January 2, 2013.[18] During Council Period 20 (his first two years in office), Grosso served on the following committees: Business, Consumer and Regulatory Affairs; Education; Finance and Revenue; Health; and Transportation and the Environment.[19] During this council period, Grosso was the original author of 33 bills and resolutions—19 of which were approved by the D.C. Council.[20]

Grosso named education reform as a top priority as a freshman member of the D.C. Council.[21] In 2013, as a member of the Council's Committee on Education, Gross sponsored a measure on school suspensions and expulsions that was added to the Attendance Accountability Amendment Act of 2013.[22] The provision required the Office of the State Superintendent of Education to develop an annual report with findings and recommendations for schools to reduce or eliminate the use of out of school suspensions and expulsions, except for extreme cases.[23] Grosso also supported the Committee on Education in reinstituting the Office of the Ombudsman within the State Board of Education,[24] investments in public libraries for extended hours, professional development, library renovations,[25] enhancements to the community schools grant program, requirement for DCPS to report on their restorative justice pilot program, expansion of the school based mental health program, and funding for teen health educators who provide sexual and reproductive health education to their peers.[26]

In April 2013, Grosso voted against the Telemedicine Reimbursement Act, a bill to require health insurers in the city to pay for health care services provided remotely via interactive audio and video ( telemedicine[image: External link]), an increasingly common method of health care delivery. Fellow Councilmember Mary Cheh criticized Grosso's vote as a favor to health insurance companies.[27]

On his first year on the council, Grosso introduced the Expedited Partner Therapy Act of 2013 in an effort to reduce the spread of sexually transmitted infections[image: External link]. The bill was passed by the Council and became law in May 2014. It allows health care providers to provide treatment for the partner of a patient that has been diagnosed with a sexually transmitted infection without an examination of the partner at a health care facility.[28]

Grosso also introduced a nonbinding resolution calling upon the Washington Redskins[image: External link] NFL team[image: External link] to change its name, stating that the current name is "racist and derogatory" (see Washington Redskins name controversy[image: External link]). The Council approved the resolution unanimously.[29][30] Grosso suggested that the team adopt the name "Redtails" in honor of the Tuskegee Airmen[image: External link].[29]

In 2013, Grosso introduced the Marijuana Legalization and Regulation Act as a result of reports produced by the Washington Lawyers’ Committee[image: External link][31] and the American Civil Liberties Union[32] indicating that 91% of all marijuana arrests in D.C. were of African Americans, although research shows that the use of marijuana is roughly equal between both African Americans and Whites. For Grosso, this bill was a means to address such racial disparities and to open up the conversation about comprehensive criminal justice reform and social justice.[33] Although no members joined Grosso to co-sponsor this bill,[34] eventually the Council passed a law to decriminalize possession of marijuana,[35] and the residents of D.C. voted overwhelmingly to legalize possessing and growing the plant.[36] Although Grosso reintroduced the bill in 2015,[37] a Congressional rider on the D.C. budget was interpreted to prohibit the holding of a hearing[38] on the legislation—this time co-introduced by three other members, and three Committees were prepared to act on the bill, showing the progress made on the issue.[36]

A companion bill to the Marijuana Legalization and Regulation Act was the Record Sealing for Non-Violent Marijuana Possession Act of 2013,[39] a bill to seal the arrest and conviction records for non-violent marijuana charges. Grosso’s intent for this legislation was to reduce barriers to employment, housing, and higher education.[40] The Council passed the bill and it became law in March 2015.[41]

Finally, the Anti-Shackling of Incarcerated Pregnant Women Act of 2013[42] prohibits the shackling of incarcerated women in D.C. adult and youth detention facilities.[43] The bill also applies to women in post-partum recovery. The Council passed this bill and it is set to become law in July 2015.[40] As a result of his work on this bill, Councilmember Grosso sought to stop the practice of shackling youth during their appearances in juvenile court.[44] Working with Councilmember McDuffie and other stakeholders, Grosso successfully put an end to this inhumane practice in April 2015.[45]

Grosso proposed amendments to the District of Columbia Human Rights Act of 1977 to ensure that individuals are protected from discrimination by an employer or employment based on an individual’s or dependent’s reproductive health decision making.[46] The Council approved the legislation in December 2014 with support from the Executive and it passed into law in May 2015.[47] Grosso also successfully sought the repeal of Prostitution Free Zones Amendment Act of 2014, which repealed the law allowing the Metropolitan Police Department of the District of Columbia[image: External link] to declare a specific location as a "prostitution-free zone" for 20 days.[48] Grosso argued that the designation of zones were fueled by bias, calling this action of repeal a matter of social justice in an attempt to protect the communities that are most heavily affected.[49]

Grosso also introduced the D.C. Urban Farming and Food Security Act of 2014 to establish an urban farming land leasing initiative and a real property tax abatement for small-scale urban farming.[50] The bill was approved by the Council in December 2014 and became law in April 2015.[51]

Grosso also introduced the Fair Leave Act of 2014, to provide D.C. government employees up to six weeks of paid leave in connection with the birth, adoption, or fostering of a child, or the care of a family member who has a serious medical condition.[52] The Councilmember then worked with the Chairman of the Committee on Government Operations, Councilmember McDuffie, to include language in the Fiscal Year 2015 Budget Support Act to expand the language to include the care of any family member, increase the amount of time from six weeks to eight weeks and to cite all references and definitions to the D.C. Family Medical Leave Act for consistency.[53] On October 1, 2014, the eight weeks of paid family leave policy went into effect for all D.C. Government employees.[54]

In 2014, Grosso introduced an elections reform package consisting of instant-runoff voting[image: External link] (IRV, also called ranked-choice voting), open primaries, and a clean hands provision.[55] The Instant Runoff Voting Amendment Act[56] was endorsed by the Washington Post editorial board.[57] The intent of the bill is for voters to rank candidates in the order of their choice through IRV. Under this system, the candidate with the least number of votes is then eliminated, and those votes re-apportioned to the remaining candidates. Grosso stated that IRV would result in higher voter turnout, promote positive and more widespread campaigning, and ensure that the elected candidate has true majority support. Grosso’s Open Primary Elections Amendment Act of 2014[58] would allow any registered voter to change their party affiliation up until Election Day in order to vote in a primary. Lastly, the Clean Hands Elections Reform Amendment Act of 2014[59] requires all candidates for elected office to obtain a “clean hands” certification, confirming that neither the candidate nor any of the candidate's previous campaigns or political committees owes any outstanding taxes, fines or fees to the District. This legislation had a hearing in September 2014.[60] Grosso also introduced the Local Resident Voting Rights Act, a bill to grant voting rights for municipal elections to legal permanent non-citizen D.C. residents.[61] Grosso’s proposal to implement public financing of elections campaigns, Public Financing of Political Campaigns Amendment Act of 2013,[62] was discussed along with a number of other elections reform bills during hearings in March 2013,[63] but was not moved out of Committee. Grosso also supports public financing of D.C. elections.[64]
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 Council Period 21 (2015-2016)




Grosso was appointed Chairperson of the Committee on Education for the Council Period 21.[65] Grosso is the second Chair to have jurisdiction over education after the Committee became stand-alone (outside of the Committee of the Whole).[66] His bill to prohibit suspensions and expulsions for pre-kindergarten students in D.C. Public Schools and the public charter schools[67] was the first permanent legislation passed by the new Council.[68] Councilmember Grosso’s vision for the Committee is to put every child in the best possible position to succeed.[69] He believes that the Committee must work to create a high quality public education system through forward-thinking collaboration.[69] Grosso says that work includes maintaining a high level of accountability and transparency; promoting equity; and ensuring quality resources and facilities.[69] Grosso said that his edication priorities were age-appropriate school discipline, attendance and truancy, mental health services, improving literacy, ending the school to prison pipeline, promoting quality early childhood education, and expanding community and family engagement.[69]

During the Fiscal Year 2016 Budget vote, under Grosso’s leadership, the Committee on Education approved a $2.4 billion budget that supported modernization of the Martin Luther King Jr. Memorial Library (the central library of the District of Columbia Public Library), and created a new, objective approach to determining capital funding for D.C. Public Schools.[70] Grosso allocated $1.6 million for a new literacy intervention program, targeted at 3rd grade reading and writing success.[60] He also transferred $760,000 to the Committee of the Whole to restore funding to the University of the District of Columbia.[71] Grosso allocated almost $700,000 to DCPS to make up for funding losses at schools such as Wilson and Ballou High Schools, and $450,000 to restore funding for SAT and ACT test preparation courses for D.C. high school students.[71] Grosso included language in the Budget Support Act that broadens the scope of the Bullying Prevention Taskforce and extends its term until August 2018.David Grosso (May 14, 2015). Grosso’s FY16 Budget Unanimously Passed by Committee on Education.[72] He also allocated $266,000 to expand the Community Schools program, which supports students and their families by providing wrap-around services. New language in the Budget Support Act also strengthens the program and expands the pool of potential applicants to include middle schools.[71]
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 Council Period 22 (2017-2018)




Grosso was sworn into office for new four-year council term at noon on January 2, 2017.[73]
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 Committees




Grosso currently serves on the following committees:[74]


	Committee on Education (Chair)

	Committee on Finance and Revenue

	Committee on Health and Human Services
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 Community Engagement




Grosso formed Arts Action DC, a coalition of D.C. residents in the creative economy[image: External link] sector, in an effort to advocate for funding, support, and growth of the arts.[75]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References






	
^ Basu, Moni (April 30, 2013). "D.C. council member pushes name change for Washington Redskins"[image: External link]. CNN.


	
^ a b c d e f g "About David Grosso"[image: External link]. David Grosso, DC Council At Large. Retrieved September 19, 2015.


	
^ Craig, Tim (September 20, 2012). "Patterson, Lightfood Endorse Grosso"[image: External link]. The Washington Post.


	
^ a b Sanborn, Tyler (September 20, 2011). "Former Law Student Runs for DC Council"[image: External link]. The Hoya. Georgetown University.


	
^ a b Grosso, David (May 8, 2012). "Learning To Be a Leader From My Mom"[image: External link]. Huffington Post.


	
^ http://www.genderhealth.org/about_us/our_staff/[image: External link]


	
^ Nakamura, David; Heath, Thomas (February 6, 2006). "Stadium Lease Deal Leaves Questions; Baseball Officials Await Key Details"[image: External link]. The Washington Post. p. A01.


	
^ a b Wiener, Aaron (October 19, 2012). "A Q&A with David Grosso on Housing and Development"[image: External link]. Washington City Paper.


	
^ a b c d "D.C. Council Candidates Debate at Catholic University"[image: External link]. WTOP. October 21, 2012.


	
^ a b Craig, Tim (November 3, 2012). "D.C. Council At-large Candidates on the Issues"[image: External link]. The Washington Post.


	
^ Craig, Tim (September 28, 2012). "Forum for D.C. Council Challengers Turns Contentious"[image: External link]. The Washington Post.


	
^ David Grosso, Leon Swain for D.C. Council[image: External link], Washington Post (October 18, 2012).


	
^ a b Martin Austermuhle, Grosso, Swain Land Post Endorsements in At-Large Race[image: External link], DCist (October 19, 2012).


	
^ Wright, James. "Orange, Grosso Win At-Large D.C. Council Seats". Washington Informer. November 8, 2012. p. 21.


	
^ Elections[image: External link], Sierra Club Washington D.C. Chapter.


	
^ Endorsements for DC citywide races and ballot questions[image: External link],Greater Greater Washington (October 26, 2012).


	
^ a b "Declaration of Winner and Certification of Election Results: General Election Held November 6, 2012, for the Office of At-Large Member of the Council of the District of Columbia"[image: External link] (pdf). District of Columbia Board of Elections. November 29, 2012. p. 4.


	
^ Debonis, Mike (January 2, 2013). "Wednesday’s swearing-in ceremony.". The Washington Post.


	
^ COUNCIL PERIOD 20 APPOINTMENT OF CHAIRPERSON PRO TEMPORE, COMMITTEE CHAIRPERSON, AND COMMITTEE MEMBERSHIP RESOLUTION OF 2013, PR20-0002. http://lims.dccouncil.us/Legislation/PR20-0002?FromSearchResults=true[image: External link].


	
^ D.C. Council. Legislative Information Management System. http://lims.dccouncil.us/[image: External link]


	
^ Patrick Madden (November 9, 2012). Ethics, Education Top David Grosso's Council Agenda. WAMU. http://wamu.org/news/morning_edition/12/11/09/ethics_education_top_david_grossos_council_agenda[image: External link].


	
^ David Grosso (February 12, 2013). Councilmember David Grosso Addresses School Expulsions and Suspensions in Attendance Bill. http://susiecambria.blogspot.com/2013/02/cm-grosso-on-school-attendance.html[image: External link].


	
^ Sarah Anne Hughes (January 6, 2014). Report On Suspensions And Expulsions In D.C. Reveals Disturbing Trends, Need For More Data. DCist. http://dcist.com/2014/06/report_students_who_are_black_in_fo.php[image: External link]


	
^ Emma Brown (November 5, 2013). D.C. Council tentatively approves bill intended to end social promotion. Washington Post. http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/education/dc-council-tentatively-approves-bill-intended-to-end-social-promotion/2013/11/05/9eb01982-4649-11e3-bf0c-cebf37c6f484_story.html[image: External link]


	
^ David Grosso (May 22, 2013). Grosso Reports FY 2014 Budget Requests Success. http://conta.cc/Z0jBAx[image: External link]


	
^ David Grosso (May 28, 2014). Grosso Reports FY2015 Budget Victories. http://conta.cc/1Mj2jVc[image: External link]


	
^ DeBonis, Mike. "Mary Cheh criticizes colleague’s vote on Twitter"[image: External link]. Washington Post. Retrieved 14 May 2013.


	
^ Jonathan Neeley (February 24, 2014). D.C. Legalizes Expedited Partner Therapy To Combat High Rate Of Sexually Transmitted Infections. DCist. http://dcist.com/2014/02/dc_legalizes_expedited_partner_ther.php[image: External link]


	
^ a b (May 1, 2013). Pol calls for Redskins name change. ESPN.com. http://espn.go.com/nfl/story/_/id/9230556/dc-pol-suggests-redtails-name-change-washington-redskins[image: External link]


	
^ Mike DeBonis and Aaron Davis (November 5, 2013). D.C. Council calls on Washington Redskins to ditch ‘racist and derogatory’ name. Washington Post. http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/dc-politics/dc-council-calls-on-washington-redskins-to-ditch-racist-and-derogatory-name/2013/11/05/17cbbd66-4646-11e3-bf0c-cebf37c6f484_story.html[image: External link]


	
^ Washington Lawyers’ Committee for Civil Rights and Urban Affairs (July 2013). Racial Disparities in Arrests in the District of Columbia 2009-2011. http://www.washlaw.org/pdf/wlc_report_racial_disparities.pdf[image: External link]


	
^ American Civil Liberties Union of the National Capital Area. (June 4, 2013). The War on Marijuana in Black and White. http://aclu-nca.org/billions-of-dollars-wasted-on-racially-biased-arrests-behind-dc-numbers[image: External link]


	
^ Matt Cohen (November 15, 2013). Will The Marijuana Decriminalization Bill Solve D.C.'s Race And Gender Disparity Problem? DCist. http://dcist.com/2013/11/will_the_marijuana_decriminalizatio.php[image: External link]


	
^ B20-0466 - MARIJUANA LEGALIZATION AND REGULATION ACT OF 2013. http://lims.dccouncil.us/Legislation/B20-0466?FromSearchResults=true[image: External link]


	
^ Paula Mejia (July 19, 2014). D.C. Decriminalizes Marijuana, But Congress May Halt Future Legalization Efforts. Newsweek. http://www.newsweek.com/dc-decriminalizes-marijuana-congress-may-halt-future-legalization-efforts-259973[image: External link]


	
^ a b Matt Ferner (November 4, 2014). Washington, D.C. Votes To Legalize Recreational Marijuana. Huffington Post. http://www.huffingtonpost.com/2014/11/04/washington-dc-legal-marijuana_n_5947520.html[image: External link]


	
^ Martin Austermuhle (January 7, 2015). Challenging Congressional Ban, D.C. Legislator Introduces Pot Legalization Bill. WAMU. http://wamu.org/news/15/01/07/challenging_congressional_ban_dc_legislator_introduces_pot_legalization_bill[image: External link]


	
^ Aaron Davis (February 9, 2015). D.C. Council backs down on marijuana hearing after attorney general warning. Washington Post. http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/dc-politics/dc-council-warned-not-to-move-forward-on-marijuana-legalization/2015/02/09/2c1593aa-b067-11e4-827f-93f454140e2b_story.html[image: External link]


	
^ RECORD SEALING FOR NON-VIOLENT MARIJUANA POSSESSION ACT OF 2013. http://lims.dccouncil.us/Legislation/B20-0467?FromSearchResults=true[image: External link]


	
^ a b Martin Austermuhle (October 7, 2014). D.C. Moves Towards Sealing Records Of Residents Arrested For Pot Offenses. WAMU. http://wamu.org/news/14/10/07/dc_council_backs_bill_sealing_records_of_residents_arrested_for_non_violent_pot_offenses[image: External link]


	
^ Matt Cohen (October 28, 2014). Bill to Seal Records of Non-Violent Marijuana Offenses Passed By Council. DCist. http://dcist.com/2014/10/all_the_bills_the_dc_council_passed.php[image: External link]


	
^ ANTI-SHACKLING OF INCARCERATED PREGNANT WOMEN ACT OF 2013. http://lims.dccouncil.us/Legislation/B20-0468?FromSearchResults=true[image: External link]


	
^ Victoria Law (October 4, 2013). We Need to Stop Shackling Pregnant Women in Prison—Now. Bitch Media. http://bitchmagazine.org/post/stop-shackling-pregnant-women-in-prison[image: External link]


	
^ Keith Alexander (August 24, 2014). D.C. defense attorneys want juveniles released from shackles in court. Washington Post. http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/crime/dc-defense-attorneys-want-juveniles-released-from-shackles-in-court/2014/08/24/18547cec-28b2-11e4-86ca-6f03cbd15c1a_story.html[image: External link]


	
^ Editorial Board (April 5, 2015). District juveniles will no longer be routinely shackled in court. Washington Post. http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/district-juveniles-will-no-longer-be-routinely-shackled-in-court/2015/04/05/b7fb68b0-da40-11e4-8103-fa84725dbf9d_story.html[image: External link]


	
^ Emily Crockett (December 18, 2014). D.C. Council Prohibits Employment Discrimination Based on Reproductive Health Choices. RH Reality Check. http://rhrealitycheck.org/article/2014/12/18/d-c-council-prohibits-employment-discrimination-based-reproductive-health-choices/[image: External link]


	
^ David Grosso (May 2, 2015). Grosso's Bill to Protect Workers from Discrimination Goes into Effect Today. http://www.davidgrosso.org/grosso-analysis/2015/5/2/grossos-bill-to-protect-workers-from-discrimination-goes-into-effect-today[image: External link]


	
^ Network of Sex Work Projects (October 16, 2014). Prostitution Free Zones Repealed in the District of Columbia. http://www.nswp.org/news-story/prostitution-free-zones-repealed-the-district-columbia[image: External link]


	
^ David Grosso (April 3, 2014). Time to repeal ‘prostitution free zones’. Washington Blade. http://www.washingtonblade.com/2014/04/03/time-repeal-prostitution-free-zones/[image: External link]


	
^ Karen Chen (September 19, 2014). DC considers bill to encourage urban farming on vacant lots. Washington Post. http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/dc-considers-bill-to-encourage-urban-farming-on-vacant-lots/2014/09/19/1a51ad0c-3de9-11e4-9587-5dafd96295f0_story.html[image: External link]


	
^ Kimberly Burge (March 2015). A Farm Grows in Brookland. Sojourners. http://sojo.net/magazine/2015/03/photos-three-part-harmony-farm[image: External link]


	
^ Anne Robinson (March 21, 2014). The Fair Leave Act of 2014. http://www.davidgrosso.org/grosso-analysis/2014/3/21/the-fair-leave-act-of-2014[image: External link]


	
^ Anne Robinson (September 9, 2014). Paid Family Leave: Eight Weeks for District Government Employees. http://www.davidgrosso.org/grosso-analysis/2014/9/9/paid-family-leave-eight-weeks-for-district-government-employees[image: External link]


	
^ Martin Austermuhle (September 30, 2014). D.C. Government Workers Get Eight Weeks Of Paid Family Leave. WAMU. http://wamu.org/news/14/09/30/dc_government_workers_get_eight_weeks_paid_family_leave[image: External link]


	
^ David Grosso (March 4, 2014). Grosso's Elections Reform Package to Boost Voter Turnout. http://www.davidgrosso.org/grosso-analysis/2014/3/4/grossos-elections-reform-package-to-boost-voter-turnout[image: External link]


	
^ Instant Runoff Voting Amendment Act of 2015 http://lims.dccouncil.us/Legislation/B21-0002?FromSearchResults=true[image: External link]


	
^ Editorial Board (May 14, 2015). Instant-runoff voting makes sense for Washington. Washington Post. http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/instant-runoff-voting-makes-sense-for-washington/2015/05/14/81d2aa9a-f5e4-11e4-b2f3-af5479e6bbdd_story.html[image: External link]


	
^ Open Primary Elections Amendment Act of 2014 http://lims.dccouncil.us/Legislation/B20-0717?FromSearchResults=true[image: External link]


	
^ Clean Hands Elections Reform Amendment Act of 2014 http://lims.dccouncil.us/Legislation/B20-0718?FromSearchResults=true[image: External link]


	
^ David Grosso (September 18, 2014). Grosso Announces Hearing on 'Clean Hands' Bill. http://www.davidgrosso.org/grosso-analysis/2014/9/18/grosso-announces-hearing-on-clean-hands-bill[image: External link]


	
^ Andrew Lapin (January 21, 2015). Grosso Re-Introduces Bill To Allow Local Voting Privileges For Legal Non-Citizens. DCist. http://dcist.com/2015/01/grosso_tries_to_pass_local_voting_p.php[image: External link]


	
^ David Grosso (July 5, 2013). Why D.C. needs public campaign financing. Washington Post. http://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/why-dc-needs-public-campaign-financing/2013/07/05/40718c46-e4c6-11e2-aef3-339619eab080_story.html[image: External link]


	
^ Adam Smith (July 12, 2015). DC City Councilmembers Hold Roundtable Discussion on Policies to Empower Small Donors. Public Campaign. http://publicampaign.org/blog/2013/07/12/dc-city-councilmembers-hold-roundtable-discussion-policies-empower-small-donors[image: External link]


	
^ David Grosso (June 5, 2015). What do you think? How could DC be a leader in reforming campaign finance? What would it take? Twitter. https://twitter.com/cmdgrosso/status/606161718084009984[image: External link]


	
^ Michael Alison Chandler (December 22, 2014). Grosso wants to focus on mental health issues in schools as new education chair. Washington Post. http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/education/grosso-wants-to-focus-on-mental-health-issues-in-schools-as-new-education-chair/2014/12/22/9cb6a68c-87c0-11e4-9534-f79a23c40e6c_story.html[image: External link].


	
^ Aaron Davis (December 19, 2014). D.C. Council reorganizes to address affordable housing and homeless problems. Washington Post. http://www.washingtonpost.com/local/dc-politics/dc-council-reorganizes-to-address-affordable-housing-and-homeless-problems/2014/12/19/ff861b50-87b4-11e4-a702-fa31ff4ae98e_story.html[image: External link].


	
^ Jacob Fenston (February 4, 2015). D.C. Council Moves To Ban Suspension Of Pre-K Students. WAMU. http://wamu.org/news/15/02/04/dc_council_moves_to_ban_suspension_of_pre_k_students[image: External link]


	
^ Council of the District of Columbia (April 14, 2015). Single Tight Vote Provides Contrast with Otherwise Consensus-Driven Meeting. http://dccouncil.us/news/entry/single-tight-vote-provides-contrast-with-otherwise-consensus-driven-meeting[image: External link]


	
^ a b c d David Grosso (January 19, 2015). Grosso Announces Committee on Education Priorities. http://www.davidgrosso.org/grosso-analysis/2015/1/13/grosso-announces-committee-on-education-priorities[image: External link]


	
^ David Grosso (May 14, 2015). Grosso’s FY16 Budget Unanimously Passed by Committee on Education. http://www.davidgrosso.org/grosso-analysis/2015/5/14/grossos-fy16-budget-unanimously-passed-by-committee-on-education[image: External link].


	
^ a b c David Grosso (May 14, 2015). Grosso’s FY16 Budget Unanimously Passed by Committee on Education. http://www.davidgrosso.org/grosso-analysis/2015/5/14/grossos-fy16-budget-unanimously-passed-by-committee-on-education[image: External link]


	
^ http://www.davidgrosso.org/grosso-analysis/2015/5/14/grossos-fy16-budget-unanimously-passed-by-committee-on-education[image: External link]


	
^ "New members sworn into 2017 DC Council"[image: External link]. WUSA-9. January 2, 2017. Retrieved January 2, 2017.


	
^ http://dccouncil.us/council/david-grosso[image: External link]


	
^ Matt Cohen (November 18, 2014). With New Coalition, David Grosso Wants To Strengthen D.C.'s Creative Arts Community. DCist. http://dcist.com/2014/11/arts_action_dc.php[image: External link]







[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links





	Council web site[image: External link]

	Campaign web site[image: External link]





	Council of the District of Columbia



	Preceded by

Michael A. Brown[image: External link]

	
At-Large Member, Council of the District of Columbia

2013–present
	Incumbent






Categories[image: External link]:

	21st-century American politicians[image: External link]

	Earlham College alumni[image: External link]

	Georgetown University Law Center alumni[image: External link]

	Living people[image: External link]

	Members of the Council of the District of Columbia[image: External link]

	Washington, D.C. Independents[image: External link]
















This page was last edited on 19 March 2017, at 19:03.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article David Grosso: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/David_Grosso [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=David_Grosso [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 Australia

	2 Brazil

	3 Bulgaria

	4 Canada

	5 Taiwan

	6 Croatia

	7 France

	8 Germany

	9 Hong Kong

	10 Iceland

	11 India

	12 Ireland

	13 Italy

	14 Kosovo

	15 Malaysia

	16 Mexico

	17 New Zealand

	18 Niue

	19 Pakistan

	20 Poland

	21 Philippines

	22 Russia

	23 United Kingdom

	24 United States

	25 See also

	26 Notes and references

	27 External links





Independent Politician






Not to be confused with Independence Party[image: External link], Independent Party[image: External link] or America's Independent Party[image: External link].

An independent or nonpartisan politician is an individual politician[image: External link] not affiliated with any political party[image: External link]. There are numerous reasons why someone may stand for office as an independent.


	Independents may support policies which are different from those of the major political parties.

	In some parts of the world electors may have a tradition of electing independents, so standing for a political party is a disadvantage.

	In some countries (including Russia[image: External link]) a political party can only be registered if it has a huge number of members in more than one region, but in certain regions only a minority of electors support the major parties.

	In some countries (including Kuwait[image: External link]), political parties are unlawful and all candidates thus stand as independents.[1]




Some independent politicians may be associated with a political party, perhaps as former members of it, or else have views that align with it, but choose not to stand in its name, or are unable to do so because the party in question has selected another candidate. Others may belong to or support a political party at the national level but believe they should not formally represent it (and thus be subject to its policies) at another level.

In running for public office, independents sometimes choose to form a party or alliance with other independents, and may formally register their party or alliance. Even where the word "independent" is used, such alliances have much in common with a political party, especially if there is an organization which needs to approve the "independent" candidates.
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 Australia




Main article: Independent politicians in Australia[image: External link]


Independents are a recurrent feature of the federal Parliament of Australia[image: External link], and they are more commonly elected to state parliaments. There have been up time five independents in every federal parliament since 1990, and independents have won twenty-eight times during national elections in that time. A large number of independents are former members of one of Australia's four main parties, the Australian Labor Party[image: External link], the Liberal Party of Australia[image: External link], the Australian Greens[image: External link], or the National Party of Australia[image: External link]. In 2013 a political party named the Australian Independents[image: External link] was registered with the Australian Electoral Commission[image: External link].[2]

As at 2017 two independents sit in the Australian House of Representatives[image: External link], Andrew Wilkie[image: External link] from Denison[image: External link] in Tasmania[image: External link] (former Greens[image: External link] candidate) and Cathy McGowan[image: External link] from Indi[image: External link] in Victoria[image: External link].

Independent Senators[image: External link] are quite rare. In modern politics, independent Brian Harradine[image: External link] served from 1975 to 2005 with considerable influence at times. Nick Xenophon[image: External link] has been the only elected independent Senator since his election to the Senate at the 2007 federal election[image: External link]. Xenophon was re-elected for another six-year term at the 2013 federal election[image: External link].[3] DLP[image: External link] Senator John Madigan[image: External link] became an independent Senator in September 2014,[4] while PUP[image: External link] Senators Jacqui Lambie[image: External link] and Glenn Lazarus[image: External link] became independent Senators in November 2014 and March 2015.[5][6]
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 Brazil




The independent politicians are not allowed to run for offices in Brazil. The Constitution of 1988, in its Article 14, §3rd, item V, says that "Are conditions for elegibility: V - party affiliation."[7] However, the Proposal Amendment to the Constitution (PEC) no. 6/2015, authored by senator José Reguffe[image: External link], allows the independent candidacy which "must have the support of at least 1% of the electors able to vote in the region (city, state or country, according to the case) in which the candidate will run for the election."[8][9] Currently, members of the legislative and executive can left their respective parties after elected, as of senator Reguffe, who left the Democratic Labour Party[image: External link] (PDT) in 2016.[10]
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 Bulgaria




The President of Bulgaria[image: External link] Rumen Radev[image: External link] is an independent with support from the Bulgarian Socialist Party[image: External link]. Radev was elected in the Bulgarian presidential election of 2016[image: External link].
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 Canada




See also: Independent Liberal[image: External link] and Independent Conservative[image: External link]


Independent Members of Parliament were numerous in the last decades of the 19th century but diminished as the party system solidified. It remained common, however, to have a small number of Independent Liberal[image: External link] or Independent Conservative[image: External link] MPs into the 1950s.

Independent politicians have held considerable sway in the Canadian House of Commons[image: External link] in recent years as Canada has been governed by successive minority governments[image: External link] with independent Members of Parliament[image: External link] (MPs) sometimes sharing in the balance of power[image: External link].

In the 2004 federal election[image: External link], Chuck Cadman[image: External link] was elected to federal parliament as an independent MP representing the British Columbia[image: External link] riding[image: External link] of Surrey North[image: External link]. Cadman had previously represented that riding on behalf of the Reform Party of Canada[image: External link] and Canadian Alliance[image: External link], but after the Canadian Alliance merged with the Progressive Conservative Party of Canada[image: External link] to form the new Conservative Party of Canada[image: External link] in 2003, Cadman lost the nomination to represent the Conservative Party in that riding to Jasbir Singh Cheema[image: External link]. Cadman then stood in the subsequent election as an independent and defeated Cheema, as well as the candidates of other Canadian parties, by a significant margin.

In the spring of 2005, Cadman cast the tying vote in favour of a budget supported by the Liberal Party[image: External link] government of Paul Martin[image: External link] as well as the New Democratic Party[image: External link] (NDP), but opposed by the opposition Conservatives and Bloc Québécois[image: External link]. Two other independents also voted on that budget. Carolyn Parrish[image: External link], independent MP for Mississauga—Erindale[image: External link], had recently been kicked out of the Liberal Party for criticizing US president George W Bush, but nonetheless sided with the Liberals on the budget vote. David Kilgour[image: External link] independent MP for Edmonton—Mill Woods—Beaumont[image: External link], had previously quit the Liberal caucus and voted with the opposition parties against the budget. The tie vote required the Speaker of the House[image: External link] Peter Milliken[image: External link] to cast the deciding vote, and he did so in favor of the budget, allowing the government to survive.

Cadman was terminally ill with cancer[image: External link] at the time he cast his crucial vote, and he died later in 2005. In the 2006 federal election[image: External link], his riding was won by NDP candidate Penny Priddy[image: External link]. Neither Parrish nor Kilgour (nor Pat O'Brien[image: External link], MP for London—Fanshawe[image: External link], who quit the Liberal Party to sit as an independent after the 2005 budget vote) stood for re-election in 2006.

Another independent candidate, André Arthur[image: External link], was elected in the Quebec[image: External link] riding of Portneuf—Jacques-Cartier[image: External link] in 2006, and was the only independent to win a seat in that election. He was re-elected in the October 14, 2008 federal election[image: External link]. Former Progressive Conservative[image: External link] and Conservative[image: External link] MP Bill Casey[image: External link], who was expelled from the Conservative Party for voting against the 2007 Federal Budget, also ran as an independent in the 2008 election, easily retaining his seat.

Candidates in federal elections who are not affiliated with a party have two options: independent or no affiliation. In the former case, they appear on the ballot with "Independent" following their name; in the second case, they appear with their name only. The two options are otherwise equivalent.

The territorial legislatures of the Northwest Territories[image: External link] and Nunavut[image: External link] are consensus governments[image: External link] with no political parties, so that all members sit as independents. There are a few independent members of the other subnational legislatures, which are similar in principle to the federal House of Commons; for example, in the 2009 election[image: External link] in British Columbia[image: External link], independent candidate Vicki Huntington[image: External link] narrowly defeated incumbent Attorney General[image: External link] Wally Oppal[image: External link] as MLA for Delta South[image: External link].

True independents should not be confused with members of parties without official party status[image: External link] in a legislature. Most legislatures provide that a party must hold a certain number of seats to enjoy certain advantages in staffing, budget, ability to ask questions in Question Period[image: External link], and the like. Although members whose parties do not hold this status may have no more privileges than independent members, they remain representatives of political parties.

Also, members who are expelled from or choose to leave their party caucus may sit as "Independent" with some designation, e.g., "Independent Liberal" or "Independent Conservative", to indicate their affiliation to that party even if it is not officially recognized.

Election as an independent is far more common at the municipal level. Many municipalities have no tradition of political parties.
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 Taiwan




After the last local election[image: External link] in Taiwan[image: External link] on 29 November 2014, there are three independent local heads, which are:


	
Chen Fu-hai[image: External link], Magistrate[image: External link] of Kinmen County[image: External link]


	
Fu Kun-chi[image: External link], Magistrate[image: External link] of Hualien County[image: External link]


	
Ko Wen-je[image: External link], Mayor[image: External link] of Taipei City[image: External link]
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 Croatia




After an inconclusive election in 2015[image: External link] Tihomir Orešković[image: External link] was named the first non-partisan Prime Minister of Croatia[image: External link].
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In France, independent politicians are frequently categorised as sans étiquette ("without label") in municipal or district elections. However, it is rare to have independent politicians at national level, e.g. José Bové[image: External link] in the 2007 presidential election. Emmanuel Macron[image: External link] was an independent politician as Minister, but formed his own party to stand in the 2017 presidential election.

In 1920, Alexandre Millerand[image: External link] was elected president of the Republic[image: External link] under the banner "without label".

From 2001 to 2008 "without label" was no longer used in the nomenclature of the Ministry of the Interior[image: External link]. Candidates and lists presenting themselves as "without label" are classified in DVG (various left), DVD (various right), DVC (various center) or AUT (other) according to their political sensitivity. Therefore, from 2008 onwards, the DIV (miscellaneous) or the LDIV code for the "miscellaneous" list has been created to group unclassifiable or categorical interests and, by default, mayors without a declared label claiming No political sensitivity, be it left, center or right. The AUT (other) grade replaces the DIV grade without changing its definition.[11]
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Joachim Gauck[image: External link], President of Germany[image: External link] from March 2012 to March 2017 and the first Federal President without party affiliation, was to date the most prominent Independent politician. In the German presidential election of 2010[image: External link] he was the candidate of the Social Democrats[image: External link] and Greens[image: External link], in 2012[image: External link] the candidate of all major parties except The Left[image: External link]. His presidency—though his powers are limited—constitutes an exception, as Independent politicians have rarely held high office in German history, at least not since World War II. It has nevertheless happened that a presidential candidate without any chances of election by the Federal Convention[image: External link] was not a party member: for example, when in 1984 the Greens came up with the writer Luise Rinser[image: External link].

In the Bundestag[image: External link] parliament nearly all deputies belong to a political party. The voting system of personalized proportional representation[image: External link] (since 1949) allows any individual holding the passive right to vote[image: External link] to stand for a direct mandate[image: External link] in the electoral districts[image: External link]—half of the seats in parliament are distributed by districts according to a plurality voting system[image: External link]. Such a candidate has to present 200 signatures in favor of his candidacy, the same as a candidate of a party that had no parliamentary presentation previously. The first Bundestag election in 1949[image: External link] saw three independents elected; since then, no party-independent candidate has won a seat.[12] At state[image: External link] level, the situation is more or less the same: only party members have a real chance to be elected to a Landtag[image: External link] legislature, and state ministers without party membership are just as rare as at the federal level. However, in local elections[image: External link] it may occur that an independent politician is elected deputy to districts[image: External link]', cities' and municipalities' assemblies, as well as member of a city council[image: External link] or even mayor[image: External link], especially in Northern Germany[image: External link]. In recent years, independents have formed Free Voters[image: External link] associations to enter Landtag parliaments, so far only successful in Bavaria[image: External link].

An independent MP[image: External link], who also is not a member of a voters' association, holds the status of a non-inscrit[image: External link] ( German[image: External link]: fraktionsloser Abgeordneter) not affiliated to any parliamentary group[image: External link]. A representative who leaves his party (and his parliamentary group) and does not join another becomes an independent and non-inscrit. In 1989 the Bundestag MP Thomas Wüppesahl[image: External link], who had left the Green Party in 1987 and was excluded from the Green parliamentary group the next year, obtained more rights as a non-inscrit, for example more talking time and representation in a subcommittee, when the Federal Constitutional Court[image: External link] decided partially in his favor.

After the German unification[image: External link] of 1871, the first Reich Chancellors[image: External link] (heads of government[image: External link]) de jure served as executive officers[image: External link] of the German Imperial states[image: External link] as non-partisans, usually recruited from the traditional bureaucratic, aristocratic and/or military elites. In the fierce political conflicts during the Weimar[image: External link] period after World War I[image: External link], several chancellors and Reich Ministers also had no party affiliation: these chancellors were Wilhelm Cuno[image: External link] (1922–1923), Hans Luther[image: External link] (1925–1926), the former Centre[image: External link] politician Franz von Papen[image: External link] (1932), and Kurt von Schleicher[image: External link] (1932–1933). The last two cabinets[image: External link] appointed by Reich President Paul von Hindenburg[image: External link], a non-partisan (though strongly Conservative[image: External link]) himself, were regarded as apolitical cabinets of experts with regard to the rise of the Nazi Party[image: External link]; many of the ministers were not party members.

Since World War II, only two ministers of (West) German cabinets have not been party members, though "on the ticket" of the major party in the coalition, the Social Democrats: Education Minister Hans Leussink[image: External link] (1969–1972), and Minister of Economy Werner Müller (1998–2002). Minister of Justice Klaus Kinkel[image: External link] only shortly after his appointment joined the Free Democrats[image: External link] in 1991. A special case is the former Federal Minister and Chancellor Ludwig Erhard[image: External link], whose affiliation with the Christian Democratic Union[image: External link] (CDU) has not been conclusively established: although he served as Minister of Economics from 1949 to 1963 and as Federal Chancellor from 1963 to 1966, and was even elected CDU party chairman[image: External link] in 1966, it seems that he never signed a membership form or paid contributions. Researches by Der Stern[image: External link] magazine have revealed a record at the CDU party archives created only in 1968, with the faked date of entry of early March 1949.[13]
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 Hong Kong




More than half of Hong Kong's Legislative Council[image: External link] is made up of independents, or members whose political groups are represented by one sole member in the legislature. They are common in functional constituencies[image: External link], and are not rare among geographical constituencies[image: External link].
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 Iceland




The President of Iceland[image: External link] (currently Guðni Th. Jóhannesson[image: External link]) is independent.
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 India




Independent candidate contest elections on the basis of their personal appeal or to promote an ideology different from any party. Some are also run as independent candidates after being sidelined by political rivals within their own party, or to ensure that a rival candidate is not elected. While some are genuine candidates, others have been criticised as dummy candidates put forward by political parties to get around the spending ceiling imposed by the Election Commission[image: External link], or to confuse voters by using party names similar to those of another candidate.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Ireland




After the Irish general election in 2016[image: External link], there were 19 independent TDs[image: External link] (Members of Parliament) in the Dáil[image: External link] (the lower house of the Irish parliament), representing 12% of the total. 4 TDs also sit for a registered party called Independents4Change[image: External link]. A grouping of independents, the Independent Alliance[image: External link] has agreed to support the minority Government with a number of other individual independents similarly agreeing and receiving cabinet positions.

There are fourteen independent senators in the 25th[image: External link] Seanad[image: External link] (the upper house of the Irish parliament), representing 23% of the total. Three of these are elected by the graduates of the National University of Ireland[image: External link] and two from Dublin University[image: External link]. There are also five independent senators who were nominated by the Taoiseach[image: External link] and four elected by the technical panels.

Both of these are record highs for independents


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Italy




The Prime Ministers Carlo Azeglio Ciampi[image: External link] (1993 - 1994), Lamberto Dini[image: External link] (1995 - 1996), Giuliano Amato[image: External link] (2000 - 2001), and Mario Monti[image: External link] (2011 - 2013) were independent when they were in office. Ciampi was also the President of the Italian Republic[image: External link] between 1999 and 2006.
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 Kosovo




In Kosovo[image: External link],[a] Atifete Jahjaga[image: External link] was elected the first female and Independent President[image: External link] of Kosovo. She was also the first female and independent elected leader in the whole of the Balkans[image: External link].
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 Malaysia




Independents have rarely been elected to the Dewan Rakyat[image: External link] and state legislative assemblies. In Malaysian elections, many independent candidates lose their election deposit because they had failed to secure at least 12.5% or one-eighth of the total votes cast. Independent Senators[image: External link] are quite rare.

As of 2017, one independent politician sits in the Dewan Rakyat[image: External link], Abdul Khalid Ibrahim[image: External link] from Bandar Tun Razak[image: External link], the constituency with the highest registered voters in Kuala Lumpur[image: External link] (former PKR[image: External link] candidate).
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 Mexico




Jaime Heliodoro Rodríguez Calderón[image: External link] (born in 1957), sometimes referred to by his nickname "El Bronco", is a Mexican[image: External link] politician who is the current governor for the northern state of Nuevo León[image: External link] and holds no political party affiliation. As of June 7, 2015 elected Governor for Nuevo León, making history as the first independent candidate to win in the country.
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 New Zealand




Originally, there were no recognised parties in the New Zealand parliament, although loose groupings did exist informally (initially between supporters of central government versus provincial governments, and later between liberals and conservatives). The foundation of formal political parties, starting at the end of the 19th century, considerably diminished the number of unaffiliated politicians, although a smaller number of independent candidates continued to be elected up until the 1940s. Since then, however, there have been relatively few independent politicians in Parliament. No independent candidate has won or held a seat in a general election since 1943[image: External link], although two independent candidates have been successful in by-elections[image: External link] (in all cases after having held the seats in question as partisan candidates up until that point). Other politicians have become independents in the course of a parliamentary term, but not been voted into office as such.

The last person to be directly elected to Parliament as an independent in New Zealand was Winston Peters[image: External link], who won the 1993 by-election[image: External link] in Tauranga[image: External link] electorate as an independent after having previously held it a member of the National Party[image: External link]. By the time of the next general election[image: External link], he had formed his own party (New Zealand First[image: External link]), and thus was no longer standing as an independent. Since that time, the only independents in Parliament have been people who quit or were expelled from their original party but retained their seats without going through a by-election. Some have gone on to found or co-found their own parties, with varying levels of success — examples include Peter Dunne[image: External link], Taito Phillip Field[image: External link], Gordon Copeland[image: External link], Tau Henare[image: External link], and Alamein Kopu[image: External link]. Others have joined parties which were then outside Parliament, such as Frank Grover[image: External link] and Tuariki Delamere[image: External link].

There were two independent MPs in the last Parliament[image: External link]; Chris Carter[image: External link] and Hone Harawira[image: External link]. Carter became an independent after his criticisms of the Labour Party[image: External link]'s leadership resulted in his being expelled from the Labour caucus, while Harawira resigned from the Māori Party[image: External link] and, after a short period as an independent, also resigned as an MP in order to force the 2011 by-election[image: External link] when he was re-elected as representative of his new political party, Mana[image: External link] and retained the seat in the 2011 General Election. There are also two parties other which have only a single MP United Future[image: External link] with Peter Dunne[image: External link] and ACT[image: External link] with David Seymour[image: External link]. Neither Dunne nor Seymour are classed as independents — Dunne's presence in Parliament is due to personal votes in his home electorate, and Seymour's presence is as the sole elected MP of ACT because of a collapse in their support in the 2011 election[image: External link]. In the 50th New Zealand Parliament[image: External link] there was one independent MP: Brendan Horan[image: External link], a former New Zealand First MP who was expelled from his party because of allegations of misappropriation of family assets.

Peter Dunne effectively became an Independent MP for a short period after his United Future political party was deregistered on 25 June 2013 by the Electoral Commission, as the party no longer had the required minimum of 500 members. The party was subsequently re-registered.
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 Niue




In Niue[image: External link], there have been no political parties since 2003, when the Niue People's Party[image: External link] disbanded, and all politicians are de facto independents. The government depends on an informal coalition.
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 Pakistan




Pakistan is a Democratic country and also has Independent politician standing in elections. Pakistan's Parliament has General Elections, 2008[image: External link] Elected 30 Members. In Election 2011 has won the 4 candidates in National Assembly.In General Election 2013, 9 seats won by independents.
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 Poland




The Polish[image: External link] Sejm[image: External link] is elected by party-list ordination, which does not allow lone candidates to run, although since 2001 there has been a possibility to create non-partisan Voters' Electoral Committee (pol. KWW, komitet wyborczy wyborców); they are by almost any means party lists, but no officially registered party is behind them. They can be unregistered parties, e.g. Kukiz'15[image: External link], or non-partisan movements, although the latter never reached the 5% threshold. National minorities candidates also form Voters' Electoral Committees (like German Minority Electoral Committee[image: External link], represented in Sejm since 1991), but they do not have to reach the nationwide threshold. However, during a Sejm term many members switch parties or become independents.

Tickets like Civic Platform[image: External link] during the 2001 election[image: External link] were formally non-partisan, Civic Platform was widely viewed as a de facto political party, as it is now.

The situation in the Senate[image: External link] is different, as the voting system allows independents to run as single candidates and some are elected in their own right. In the last parliamentary election ( 2015[image: External link]) four independents won seats in the Senate.

Three Presidents[image: External link] since 1990 have technically been independents. Lech Wałęsa[image: External link] was not an endorsed candidate of any party, but the chairman of the Solidarity[image: External link] and he was elected without full support of this union (Solidarity votes split between him and Prime Minister[image: External link] Tadeusz Mazowiecki[image: External link]). Aleksander Kwaśniewski[image: External link] was a leader of the Social Democracy of the Republic of Poland[image: External link], but formally resigned from the party after he was elected, as did Lech Kaczyński[image: External link], who was the first leader of Law and Justice[image: External link], Bronisław Komorowski[image: External link] ( PO[image: External link]) and Andrzej Duda[image: External link] ( PiS[image: External link]). The resignation is required because the Constitution says that the president shall hold no other offices nor discharge any public functions.[14] The aforementioned presidents often participated in their party's campaigns (e.g. Andrzej Duda in the Law and Justice campaign three months after his resignation from the party).
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 Philippines




Noli de Castro[image: External link], the Philippines[image: External link]' former vice president[image: External link], ran as senator[image: External link] in 2001 with no political party affiliation. He was a guest candidate of the opposition Pwersa ng Masa coalition[image: External link] but he never joined their campaign rallies. He won in the senate race with the highest votes (then) in Philippine history. In 2004, he ran as vice president[image: External link] as a guest candidate of the administration K-4 coalition[image: External link] and won with just under majority of the vote.

Starting in 2001, several senators[image: External link] had also resigned from their respective parties to become independents; at the start of the 15th Congress[image: External link], there were more independent senators than any other single political party. However, in contesting elections, all elected independents had been members of either the administration or the opposition coalition, until in the 2007 Senate election[image: External link] when Gregorio Honasan[image: External link] (a former senator) was elected as an independent while not a being member of any coalition. Honasan was earlier elected in 1995[image: External link] as an independent candidate and being adopted by the Nationalist People's Coalition[image: External link]-led coalition to become the first elected independent senator since Magnolia Antonino[image: External link] in 1967[image: External link], although Antonino was a guest candidate of the Liberal Party[image: External link] then.

In the local level, former priest Eddie Panlilio[image: External link] was elected as governor of Pampanga[image: External link] in 2007, defeating two administration candidates. When Panlilio eventually transferred to the Liberal Party in time for the 2010 election, it was ruled that he was beaten in the 2007 election; in 2010, he was defeated.

In the 2010 House of Representatives elections[image: External link], seven independents were elected, although all but two joined a political party after the elections.

In contesting elections, independent candidates are required by law to spend less than candidates nominated by a party.
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 Russia




All of Russia's Presidents[image: External link] have been independents. Former president Dmitry Medvedev[image: External link] declined an offer to join United Russia[image: External link], saying that he believes the President should be an independent so that he serves the interests of the country rather than his political party.

Vladimir Putin[image: External link], the current president of Russia, is the head of the United Russia[image: External link] party, but is not its member, thus formally is independent.
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 United Kingdom




The Registration of Political Parties Act 1998[image: External link] laid down the first specific rules in the United Kingdom relating to the use of the term 'independent' by election candidates. That Act was repealed with most of its contents covered by Part II of the Political Parties, Elections and Referendums Act 2000[image: External link]. Candidates standing for United Kingdom local elections and United Kingdom parliamentary elections, including the devolved assemblies, can use the name of a registered political party, or the term 'Independent' (or its Welsh language equivalent annibynol) or no ballot paper description at all[15][16] (this latter choice was used, for example, by David Icke at the Haltemprice and Howden by-election, 2008[image: External link]).

Some groups in the United Kingdom who are not affiliated to any national or regional party have registered locality-based political parties. Some English examples are the Independent Kidderminster Hospital and Health Concern[image: External link], the Epsom and Ewell Residents Association[image: External link], the Devizes Guardians[image: External link], the Derwentside Independents[image: External link], and the East Yorkshire Independents.[17]
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 House of Commons




See also: List of UK minor party and independent MPs elected[image: External link]


Before the twentieth century it was fairly common for independents to be elected to the House of Commons of the United Kingdom[image: External link], but there have been very few since 1945. When the journalist Martin Bell[image: External link] was elected at Tatton[image: External link] in 1997, having stood on an anti-corruption platform, he was the first independent elected to the Commons since 1951.[18] He stood unsuccessfully in a different constituency in 2001, but Dr Richard Taylor[image: External link] of the Independent Kidderminster Hospital and Health Concern[image: External link] party was elected for the constituency of Wyre Forest[image: External link].

Two independent (or local party) members of parliament were elected in the 2005 election[image: External link], although both were defeated five years later: Peter Law[image: External link] was elected at Blaenau Gwent[image: External link], and died on 25 April 2006; the resulting by-election[image: External link] elected Dai Davies[image: External link] of the local party Blaenau Gwent People's Voice[image: External link]. The by-election was unusual as it was the first time in over eighty years that an independent had held a seat previously occupied by another independent. In 2005 Richard Taylor was re-elected for Wyre Forest. This was notable for the fact that he was the only independent in recent times to have been elected for a second term.

Only one independent was elected to the Commons in the 2010[image: External link] and 2015 elections[image: External link], Sylvia Hermon[image: External link], the Member for North Down[image: External link], a Unionist[image: External link] who left the Ulster Unionist Party[image: External link] because of its links with the Conservatives[image: External link].

There have also been several instances of politicians being elected to the Commons as representatives of a political party, then resigning the party's whip, or having it withdrawn. Examples in this in the 2010-2015 parliament included Mike Hancock[image: External link] (formerly a Liberal Democrat), Eric Joyce[image: External link] (formerly Labour) and Nadine Dorries[image: External link], a Conservative who had the whip withdrawn for part of the parliament and thus sat as an independent during that time.

Independent candidates often stand in British parliamentary elections, often with platforms about specific local issues, but usually without success. An example from the 2001 general election[image: External link] was Aston Villa[image: External link] supporter Ian Robinson, who stood as an independent in the Sutton Coldfield constituency[image: External link] in protest at the way chairman Doug Ellis[image: External link] ran the football club. Another example an independent candidate, in the Salisbury constituency[image: External link], is Arthur Uther Pendragon[image: External link], a local activist and self-declared reincarnation of King Arthur[image: External link].

Other independent candidates are associated with a political party and may be former members of it, but cannot stand under its label. For instance, after being expelled from the Labour Party[image: External link] but before the Respect Coalition[image: External link] was founded, British Member of Parliament[image: External link] (MP) George Galloway[image: External link] described himself as "Independent Labour".

On 23 March 2005 the Independent Network[image: External link] was set up to support independent candidates in the General Election.[19] The Independent Network still supports Independent candidates in local, regional, national and European elections. It has an organic[clarification needed[image: External link]] set of principles which are known as the Bell Principles and are very closely related to Lord Nolan's Standards of Public Life[image: External link]. The Independent Network does not impose any ideology[image: External link] or political influence on their candidates.

In March 2009, the multi-millionaire Sir Paul Judge[image: External link] established the Jury Team[image: External link], an umbrella organisation dedicated to increasing the number of independent candidates standing in Britain, in both national and European elections.[20]
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 House of Lords




Main articles: Crossbencher[image: External link], Non-affiliated members of the House of Lords[image: External link], and Lords Spiritual[image: External link]


The House of Lords[image: External link] includes a large number of peers independent from political parties. Some are simply not affiliated[image: External link] with any grouping, whilst another, larger, grouping is given the official designation of crossbenchers[image: External link]. Additionally the Lords Spiritual[image: External link] (bishops of the Church of England[image: External link]) do not have party affiliations.
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 Scottish Parliament, Welsh Assembly, Northern Irish Assembly




In the 2003 Scottish Parliamentary elections[image: External link], three MSPs[image: External link] were elected as Independents: Dennis Canavan[image: External link] (Falkirk West[image: External link]), Dr Jean Turner[image: External link] (Strathkelvin and Bearsden[image: External link]) and Margo MacDonald[image: External link] ( Lothians[image: External link]). In 2004 Campbell Martin[image: External link] (West of Scotland region[image: External link]) left the Scottish National Party[image: External link] to become an independent and in 2005 Brian Monteith[image: External link] (Mid Scotland and Fife[image: External link]) left the Conservative Party[image: External link] to become an independent. At the 2007 Scottish Parliamentary elections[image: External link] Margo MacDonald was again returned as an independent MSP and was elected as an independent for the third time four years later[image: External link]. She died in 2014 while still serving as member of the Parliament. As she was elected as an independent regional MSP, there could be no by-election and her seat remained vacant until the 2016 election[image: External link].[21]

Peter Law[image: External link] was expelled from the Labour Party[image: External link] after standing against an official Labour candidate in Blaenau Gwent[image: External link] at the 2005 UK general election and became an independent in the National Assembly and UK Parliament. In 2006 Peter Law died from a brain tumour[image: External link] and his wife, Trish Law[image: External link] campaigned and took the seat as an independent candidate at the sequent by-election and held onto the seat again in the 2007 Welsh Assembly elections[image: External link].

In 2016, Nathan Gill[image: External link] as the then leader of UKIP Wales defected from the group to sit as an independent after a falling out with Neil Hamiliton who was elected UKIP Assembly group leader. Lord Dafydd Elis-Thomas[image: External link] left the Plaid Cymru[image: External link] group later in 2016 after multiple fallings out with Plaid Cymru leader Leanne Wood[image: External link]. Dafydd Elis-Thomas said his reason for leaving Plaid Cymru was that it not serious about working with the Welsh Labour[image: External link] Government.
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 Local elections




The introduction of directly elected mayors[image: External link] in several parts of England has witnessed the election of independents to run councils in Stoke-on-Trent[image: External link], Middlesbrough[image: External link], Bedford[image: External link], Hartlepool[image: External link] and Mansfield[image: External link]. The first Mayor of London[image: External link], Ken Livingstone[image: External link], was first elected[image: External link] as an independent, having run against the official Labour candidate Frank Dobson[image: External link]. He was subsequently re-admitted to the Labour Party[image: External link] in December 2003 before his first re-election campaign.

Independent candidates frequently stand and are elected to local councils. There is a special Independent group of the Local Government Association[image: External link] to cater for them. A number of local authorities have been entirely or almost entirely composed of independent members, such as the City of London Corporation[image: External link], the Isles of Scilly Council[image: External link], and Comhairle nan Eilean Siar[image: External link] (Western Isles Council) in the Outer Hebrides[image: External link].

Roughly a quarter of the police and crime commissioners[image: External link] elected in England and Wales in the 2012 election[image: External link] were independents.[22]
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 United States




See also: Third party officeholders in the United States[image: External link]
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 President




George Washington was the only president elected as an independent, as he was not formally affiliated with any party during his term in office.

John Tyler[image: External link] was expelled from the Whig Party[image: External link] in September 1841, and remained effectively an independent for the remainder of his presidency, later returning to the Democrats[image: External link]. He briefly sought re-election in 1844[image: External link] as a National Democrat, but withdrew over fear he would split the Democratic vote.

Since 1900, notable candidates running as independents for U.S. president have included Republican Congressman John Anderson[image: External link] in 1980[image: External link], Ross Perot[image: External link] in 1992[image: External link], and former Green Party[image: External link] candidate Ralph Nader[image: External link] in the 2004[image: External link] and 2008[image: External link] elections

In 2008, Nader formed Independent Parties in New Mexico, Delaware, and elsewhere to gain ballot access in several states. This strategy has been pursued by several other candidates for Federal races, including Joe Lieberman[image: External link] (Connecticut for Lieberman[image: External link]).
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 Governor




Illinois, Maine, Oregon, Rhode Island, Texas, Alaska and Minnesota have elected formally independent candidates as governor: Illinois's first two governors, Shadrach Bond[image: External link] and Edward Coles[image: External link]; James B. Longley[image: External link] in 1974 as well as Angus King[image: External link] in 1994 and 1998 from Maine; Lincoln Chafee[image: External link] in 2010 from Rhode Island; Julius Meier[image: External link] in 1930 from Oregon; Sam Houston[image: External link] in 1859 from Texas; and Bill Walker[image: External link] in 2014 from Alaska. Lowell P. Weicker, Jr.[image: External link] is sometimes mentioned as an independent governor, though this is not technically correct; he ran as A Connecticut Party[image: External link] candidate (which gave him better ballot placement than an unaffiliated candidate would receive), defeating the Democratic and Republican party nominees. Another former governor who is sometimes mentioned as an independent is Jesse Ventura[image: External link], who actually ran as a member of the Reform Party's[image: External link] Minnesota affiliate, which later disaffiliated from the party and reverted to their original name the Independence Party of Minnesota[image: External link].

In 1971, State Senator Henry Howell[image: External link] of Virginia[image: External link], a former Democrat, was elected lieutenant governor[image: External link] as an independent. Two years later, he campaigned for governor[image: External link] as an independent, but lost by 15,000 votes.

There were several unsuccessful independent gubernatorial candidates in 2006 who impacted their electoral races. In Maine, state legislator Barbara Merrill[image: External link] (formerly a Democrat) received 21% of the vote. In Texas, country music[image: External link] singer and mystery novelist[image: External link] Kinky Friedman[image: External link] received 12.43% of the vote, and State Comptroller[image: External link] Carole Keeton Strayhorn[image: External link] received 18.13%. Strayhorn and Friedman's presence in the race resulted in a splitting of the ballot four ways between themselves and the two major parties.

In 2010, Florida[image: External link] governor Charlie Crist[image: External link] left the Republican party and became Independent (he later became a Democrat[23]) rather than face former state house[image: External link] Speaker[image: External link] Marco Rubio[image: External link] in the Republican primary (Rubio won, though Crist came in ahead of Democratic nominee Kendrick Meek[image: External link]).

In 2014, former Honolulu[image: External link] mayor Mufi Hannemann[image: External link] ran as an independent candidate for the governorship[image: External link] of the State of Hawaii[image: External link] after previously campaigning in the state's Democratic primary. As a result, Democratic candidate David Ige[image: External link] was elected as governor with a plurality of 49%.[24]
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 Congress - House of Representatives and Senate




There have been several independents elected to the United States Senate throughout history. Notable examples include David Davis[image: External link] of Illinois (a former Republican[image: External link]) in the 19th century, and Harry F. Byrd, Jr.[image: External link] of Virginia[image: External link] (who had been elected to his first term as a Democrat) in the 20th century. Some officials have been elected as members of a party but became independent while in office (without being elected as such), such as Wayne Morse[image: External link] of Oregon. Nebraska senator George W. Norris[image: External link] was elected for four terms as a Republican[image: External link] before changing to an independent after the Republicans lost their majority in Congress in 1930. Norris won re-election as an independent in 1936, but later lost his final re-election attempt to Republican Kenneth S. Wherry[image: External link] in 1942. Vermont[image: External link] senator Jim Jeffords[image: External link] left the Republican Party[image: External link] to become an independent in 2001. Jeffords's change of party status[image: External link] was especially significant because it shifted the Senate composition from 50-50 between the Republicans and Democrats[image: External link] (with a Republican Vice President[image: External link], Dick Cheney[image: External link], who would presumably break all ties in favor of the Republicans), to 49 Republicans, 50 Democrats, and one Independent. Jeffords agreed to vote for Democratic control of the Senate in exchange for being appointed chairman of the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee[image: External link], and the Democrats held control of the Senate until the Congressional elections in 2002[image: External link], when the Republicans regained their majority. Jeffords retired at the end of his term in 2007. Wayne Morse after two years as an independent became a Democrat.

Senator Bernie Sanders[image: External link] is the longest serving independent member of Congress in American history.[25] He was an independent member of the United States House of Representatives for Vermont-at-large[image: External link] from 1991 to 2007. Sanders later won the open Senate seat of Jim Jeffords[image: External link] as an independent. Joe Lieberman[image: External link] is a former Democrat[image: External link] who, like Lowell P. Weicker, Jr., ran under a third party (Connecticut for Lieberman Party[image: External link]) in the 2006 election[image: External link]. Though both representatives are technically independent politicians, they caucus with the Democrats. In 2006, Sanders and Lieberman were the only two victorious independent candidates for Congress. In 2012 Angus King[image: External link] was elected to the US Senate as an Independent from Maine. As of 2016, he has caucused with the Democrats.

The United States House of Representatives has also seen a handful of independent members[image: External link]. Examples include Bernie Sanders[image: External link] of Vermont[image: External link], Virgil Goode[image: External link] of Virginia[image: External link], Frazier Reams[image: External link] of Ohio, and Victor Berger[image: External link] of Wisconsin.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 State and local offices




In August 2008, there were 12 independents who held offices in state legislatures. There were four state senators, one from Kentucky[image: External link], one from Oregon[image: External link], one from Tennessee[image: External link], and one from New Mexico[image: External link]. The representatives came from the states of Louisiana[image: External link] (two), Maine[image: External link] (two), Vermont[image: External link] (two), and Virginia[image: External link] (two). In the 2008 general elections, Wisconsin State Assemblyman Jeffrey Wood left the Republican Party and won reelection as an independent. After the 2008 primary election, New Mexico State Senator Joseph Carraro[image: External link] left the Republican Party and registered as an Independent. He did not run for reelection.

In November 2005 Manny Diaz[image: External link] was elected Mayor of Miami, Florida[image: External link] as an independent.[26] On June 19, 2007, New York Mayor[image: External link] Michael Bloomberg[image: External link] switched his party affiliation from Republican to independent. Oscar Goodman[image: External link], Mayor of Las Vegas, Nevada[image: External link] switched his affiliation to Independent from Democrat in December 2009.[27]Dan Hollingsworth[image: External link] has won four consecutive elections as an Independent since 1998 for mayor of the small city of Ruston[image: External link], Louisiana[image: External link], the home of Louisiana Tech University[image: External link].

The Nebraska Legislature[image: External link] is unique in that it is the only nonpartisan state legislature. In the Legislature (which is additionally unique in that it is also the only state legislature that is unicameral[image: External link]), there are no formal party alignments or groups and the members are nominated in nonpartisan primary elections. Members are allowed to register with political parties but choose not to reveal their affiliation while seated, as a professional courtesy. However, the political affiliation of party-affiliated members are considered open secrets[image: External link] and the parties exist in the legislature on an unofficial basis. Some members, such as Ernie Chambers[image: External link] of Omaha[image: External link], are independent of party officially, while others have not publicly disclosed their affiliation.
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Notes:



	a.
	
^ Kosovo[image: External link] is the subject of a territorial dispute between the Republic of Kosovo[image: External link] and the Republic of Serbia[image: External link]. The Republic of Kosovo unilaterally declared independence[image: External link] on 17 February 2008, but Serbia continues to claim[image: External link] it as part of its own sovereign territory[image: External link]. The two governments began to normalise relations[image: External link] in 2013, as part of the Brussels Agreement[image: External link]. Kosovo has received formal recognition as an independent state from 111[image: External link] out of 193 United Nations[image: External link] member states[image: External link].
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Vincent Orange






For the British-born New Zealand historian, see Vincent Orange (historian)[image: External link].

Vincent Bernard Orange, Sr. (born April 11, 1957) is a former politician[image: External link] from Washington, D.C., who is currently the President of the D.C. Chamber of Commerce. An attorney[image: External link] and a certified public accountant[image: External link], Orange represented Ward 5 on the Council of the District of Columbia from 1999 to 2007, and was an At-Large member from 2011 to 2016. He lost the June 2016 Democratic primary election to Robert White[image: External link]. Although his term was not due to end until January 2, 2017, Orange resigned from the council effective August 15, 2016, in the wake of conflict of interest charges over his new employment at the Chamber of Commerce.
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 Early years




Vincent Bernard Orange[1] was born April 11, 1957,[2] and raised in Oakland, California[image: External link].[3] With a scholarship Orange attended Fountain Valley School of Colorado[image: External link] in Colorado Springs, Colorado[image: External link].[4] He graduated from the University of the Pacific[image: External link], where he earned a Bachelor of Science[image: External link] in Business Administration[image: External link] in 1979[5] and a Bachelor of Arts[image: External link] in Communications[image: External link] in 1980.[5] In 1983, he earned a Juris Doctor[image: External link] from Howard University School of Law[image: External link].[5] He worked as a senior tax accountant for accounting firm Arthur Andersen[image: External link] from 1983 to 1987.[5] In 1988, he graduated from the Georgetown University Law Center[image: External link], where he earned a Master of Laws[image: External link] in Taxation.[5] Orange is a member of Alpha Phi Alpha[image: External link] fraternity.[6]

In 1981, Orange worked weekends as a security guard at The Washington Post, a position he kept for fourteen years.[4] From 1987 to 1989,[5] Orange worked for the District's Department of Finance and Revenue.[7] He was manager of the District's Tax Amnesty Program, and he was acting chief of the District's Office of Real Property Tax Assessment Services Division.[3] In 1988, he served as a United States delegate to the United States/Japan Bilateral Session: "A New Era in Legal and Economic Relations", in Tokyo[image: External link], Japan[image: External link]. In 1990, he served as a delegate to the Moscow Conference on the Law and Bilateral Economic Relations, in Moscow[image: External link], USSR[image: External link].
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 Early electoral history
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 Unsuccessful 1990 race




In 1990, he ran for chair of the Council of the District of Columbia, against Democrat John A. Wilson[image: External link], who was then a council member representing Ward 2[image: External link].[8] Also running for chair was Libertarian Party candidate Jacques Chevalier.[8][9] Orange criticized Wilson's chairmanship of the Council's Finance and Revenue Committee, noting that the District's financial troubles happened during Wilson's eleven-year tenure.[3] Orange advocated collecting unpaid tax bills, rather than increasing tax rates, as he said Wilson wanted to do.[3] Wilson won the Democratic primary with 82 percent of the vote, to Orange's 18 percent.[10]

In 1991, he was hired as acting director of internal audit[11] for the University of the District of Columbia.[12] The next year, Orange discovered that the university was paying a fuel supplier, Tri-Continental, for fuel it never actually received.[11] According to the District's inspector general, over a period of eighteen months, the District had paid one-million dollars to Tri-Continental for fuel it had not received.[11] The day after Orange released his memo naming two university administrators to be at fault, Orange's employment was terminated.[11] The university said that Orange had been hired under an invalid contract.[11]
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 Unsuccessful 1993 race




After Wilson's suicide in 1993,[13] Orange was one of seven individuals to file to run to fill the position of Council Chair.[14] Also filing to run in the race were Ward 4[image: External link] Councilmember Charlene Drew Jarvis[image: External link] and Linda Cropp[image: External link].[15] Orange did not collect enough signatures to run, and his candidacy was disqualified by the District of Columbia Board of Elections[image: External link].[16] Orange's appealed, saying that the District's requirement of filing nominating petitions with 3,000 valid signatures was onerous, but District of Columbia Court of Appeals disagreed, and Orange stayed off the ballot.[17] Orange declared himself a write-in candidate.[18] Clarke won the election with 47 percent of the vote; write-in votes, including those for Orange, were one percent of the total.[19]
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 Unsuccessful 1995 race




In 1994, Orange ran for councilmember to represent Ward 5[image: External link], along with Harry Thomas, Sr.[image: External link] and eight other Democratic party candidates.[20] Orange advocated banning new liquor licenses, developing Fort Lincoln[image: External link], and building a new convention center at New York Avenue[image: External link] and Florida Avenue.[21] Thomas won with 39 percent of the vote, compared to Orange's 17 percent.[22]
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 Council of the District of Columbia
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 1998 successful Council race




In 1998, Orange ran again for councilmember to represent Ward 5[image: External link]; Harry Thomas, Sr.[image: External link] ran for reelection.[23] The Washington Post's editorial board endorsed Orange's candidacy.[24] Orange emphasized improvements to New York Avenue, improving the economy and schools, and restricting liquor licenses.[25] Orange defeated Thomas, receiving 38 percent of the vote to Thomas' 34 percent.[26] The Washington Post called described it as an upset victory.[27] Orange won the general election as well with 89 percent of the vote.[28]
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 Unsuccessful 2006 mayoral race




In 2006, Orange ran for District mayor[image: External link]. During his campaign, he said he was against same-sex marriage.[29] In September 2006, Orange lost his bid for mayor in the Democratic primary[image: External link], receiving 2.9% of the vote.[30]

From 2007[31] to 2010, Orange was the regional vice president for Pepco Holdings Inc. for the Washington, D.C., metro area.
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 Unsuccessful Council Chair race




In 2010, Orange announced his candidacy for Chair of District Council, challenging at-large council member Kwame Brown[image: External link] for the position.[32] At the time, he was working as the Chief Financial Officer of the National Children's Center.[33] Orange said he was now in favor of same-sex marriage, changing his position from four years earlier, saying "times change."[29] After three credit card companies sued Brown for unpaid bills and Brown said his mortgage and other personal debt totaled around $700,000, Orange said Brown's poor handling of his personal finances should make him unfit to handle the District's finances.[34] Orange was also critical of irregularities in Brown's financial filings for his previous two campaigns, which Brown attributed to accounting errors.[34] Two of Orange's campaign aides resigned due to the negative tone of his campaign.[35] The editorial board of The Washington Post endorsed Orange's candidacy.[36] All but one of the sitting council members endorsed Brown's reelection.[37] Brown won the Democratic primary with 55 percent of the vote, while Orange received 39 percent.[38] Brown won in the general election as well.[39]

Having run for Council Chair rather than reelection to his Ward 5 seat, Orange was no longer on the Council. When Brown resigned from his at-large council seat, Orange lobbied the District of Columbia Democratic State Committee to be appointed as the interim to replacement on the Council,[40] but they voted to appoint Sekou Biddle[image: External link] to the seat instead.[41]
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 Successful 2011 Council race




Orange was a candidate in the 2011 special election to fill the at-large seat; Biddle ran in the special election to keep the seat as well.[42] The editorial board of The Washington Post endorsed the candidacy of Republican Patrick Mara[image: External link].[43] Orange won election with 28 percent of the vote.[44][45]

In March 2011, the Council was trying to close a budget shortfall, and it considered taxing out-of-state bonds for upper-income individuals.[46] Orange only decided to support the idea on the condition that the Council would budget spending $500,000 for an Emancipation Day[image: External link] parade at the Lincoln Theatre, of which Orange in on the board of directors.[46]

In June 2011, the Washington City Paper reported that Orange received more than $100,000 of campaign contributions from Jeffrey Thompson,[47] CEO of a health provider accused of defrauding the DC government.[48] When council member Muriel Bowser introduced an ethics bill that would disqualify mayors and council members convicted of felonies while in office, Orange opposed the bill, saying it would create unneeded bureaucracy.[49] Orange supported new restrictions on medical marijuana retailers and adult entertainment businesses in Northeast.[50] Orange was in favor of using District funds to build Nationals Park.[51]
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 2012 term and reelection




On June 6, 2012, Federal prosecutors charged District Council Chairman Kwame R. Brown[image: External link] with one count of bank fraud in U.S. District Court; Brown resigned from the Council later that day.[52] Upon Kwame R. Brown's resignation, it became the responsibility of the Council to vote to appoint one of the at-large council members to the vacant seat of Chair.[53] Orange and Phil Mendelson both wanted to be appointed Chair.[54] After the Council voted to appoint Mendelson the new Chair, Orange asked the Council to appoint him to Mendelson's former position of Chair pro tem.[1] The Council voted to appoint Michael A. Brown[image: External link] to the position of Chair pro tem.[1] Orange felt appointing an independent[image: External link] council member to a position formerly held by a Democrat was a poor idea.[1]

In 2012, Orange ran for reelection as at-large council member, his fifth campaign in six years.[50] Orange received $26,000 of money orders, which he called "suspicious" campaign donations, all in sequential numbers and written in the same handwriting.[55] The money orders may have been connected to city contractor Jeffrey E. Thompson, whose home and office had been raided by the FBI and the IRS.[50] Jeanne Clarke Harris later admitted she had run a straw donor scheme funded by Thompson.[56] Orange won the Democratic primary with 42 percent of the vote[57] and the subsequent general election with 38 percent of the vote.[58] During his term in office, Orange supported a bill to increase the minimum wage to $12.50 per hour for certain large employers.[59]

In December 2012, health inspectors found unsanitary conditions and rat droppings in a produce market in the Florida Avenue Market.[60] The District of Coumbia Department of Health ordered the market be closed immediately.[60] Orange intervened for the owner, who had donated to Orange's campaign,[61] While Orange accepted responsibility of the charges, he insisted he performed a function of constituent service and thus did not violate the council's Code of Conduct or abuse his position.[61] Orange agreed he would attend ethics training and never abuse his position again.[61] Orange said he thought his actions were an acceptable constituent service and that his behavior did not reflect poorly on him at all.[61]

To settle the matter, Orange agreed to attend ethics training. “In the past, this has been clearly acceptable constituent service, but now you have people looking at it a different way,” Orange told the Post’s Tim Craig. To the Examiner, he said, “I don’t think it reflects poorly on me at all.”and health inspectors allowed the market to open the next day.[60]
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 Unsuccessful 2013 mayoral race




On November 8, 2013, Orange announced that he would run for Mayor of the District of Columbia[image: External link] in the 2014 election.[62] His campaign slogans were "Leaving No One Behind" and "Taking No One for Granted".[63] He supported demolishing Robert F. Kennedy Memorial Stadium[image: External link] and replacing it with a commercial strip, a golf course, a movie sound stage, a hotel, an indoor waterpark, and a film and photography center.[64] In the Democratic primary, he came sixth out of eight candidates, receiving 1,946 votes (2.01%).[65]
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 Unsuccessful 2016 reelection race




Orange filed to run for reelection in October 2015.[66] The same month, former Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner[image: External link] Shaw resident[67] David Garber filed to run against Orange, calling Orange "a corrupt politician with deep pockets."[66] Robert White[image: External link], a former aide to District of Columbia Attorney General Karl A. Racine and resident of Brightwood Park, also ran against Orange.[68]

The editorial board of The Washington Post endorsed Orange's candidacy.[69]
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 Committees




Orange served on the following committees while on the Council of the District of Columbia:


	Committee on Business, Consumer and Regulatory Affairs (chair during his final term)

	Committee on Finance and Revenue

	Committee on Housing and Committee Development




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Council resignation




On July 28, 2016, the D.C. Chamber of Commerce announced that it had selected Vincent Orange to be the organization's next president. Council rules permit outside employment, and Orange said he had received guidance from the city's ethics office that his new job would not create a conflict of interest with his council work.[70] Orange's new job created a public scandal. His colleagues on the council strongly disputed Orange's claim that there was no conflict of interest.[71] On August 3, Orange dissolved a subcommittee on business regulation, which he chaired.[72]

On August 5, with the scandal only worsening, Orange announced he would retire from the council on August 15, 2016, the same day on which his Chamber of Commerce position began.[73] Orange officially left the council on August 15, reminding the public of his 12 years of "service above self". No other council members appeared at his press conference. The D.C. Office of Government Ethics said it would soon issue a draft of restrictions that would limit Orange's ability to lobby the Council, as required by law.[74]

The D.C. Board of Ethics and Government Accountability ruled in late September 2016 that Orange did not break ethics laws or regulations in seeking the Chamber of Commerce position.[75]
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 D.C. Chamber of Commerce presidency




Orange's appointment as the president the D.C. Chamber of Commerce (DCCoC) was effective at noon on August 15, 2016. Orange said that, due to legal restrictions on his ability to lobby is former Council colleagues, he would, for the immediate future, focus on adding new members to the DCCoC and raising funds for its operations.[74]
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 Personal life




Orange lives in Ward 5,[5] with his wife, Gwendolyn.[76] He has three children,[76] and is a member of the Metropolitan AME Church[image: External link].[77]
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Elissa Silverman






Elissa Silverman is an American politician who is an independent[image: External link] at-large member of the Council of the District of Columbia.
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 Early life and professional career




Elissa Silverman was born to parents Jack and Ruth Silverman in Baltimore, Maryland[image: External link], where she attended the public schools.[1][2] She majored in economics and history at Brown University[image: External link].[3] She has worked as a reporter for The Washington Post and, earlier, the Washington City Paper where she wrote the Loose Lips column[image: External link].[4][5] She also helped the D.C. Public Trust in its attempt to prohibit direct corporate contributions in local politics.[4] In April 2009, she was hired as a policy analyst and communications director at the D.C. Fiscal Policy Institute,[4] a position she held until resigning to run for public office in April 2014.[6] She has attended University of Maryland[image: External link], pursuing a master's degree[image: External link] in urban studies and planning[image: External link].[7]
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 2013 election




When At-large Council Member Phil Mendelson was elected council chairman in 2012, his former seat on the Council was declared vacant.[4] Silverman filed to run as a Democratic[image: External link] candidate for the at-large seat.[4] Silverman ran against incumbent Anita Bonds,[8] and Board of Education member Patrick Mara[image: External link].[9] Silverman said she would not accept campaign contributions from corporations.[10]

Silverman supported increasing funding to government programs that subsidize affordable housing,[11][12] and expanding the minimum wage law to cover restaurant workers.[13] Silverman said it is a problem that a quarter of District students attend their zoned neighborhood schools, saying more governmental resources should improve schools.[14]

Following a $440 million budget surplus in 2012, Bonds and Mara supported tax cuts, while Silverman said she would prioritize helping people in other ways before cutting taxes.[11] A political action committee criticized Silverman when she said she did not think residents minded paying taxes and minded poor city services more.[15]

Silverman and her campaign tried to negotiate a deal with rival candidate Matthew Frumin, asking him to drop out of the election in exchange for her supporting him in a future election.[16][17] Frumin declined the offer, saying he felt he still had a chance to win.[16] Frumin said Silverman's offer may contradict her case for being a reformer.[16]

"It was explicit that she would support me in a Ward 3 race, including against Mary Cheh," said Frumin, who has consistently said he has no interest in running against Cheh next year. "The idea of an attempted deal, maybe that is what happens in politics, but when you are claiming a whole new politics, that is something of an issue."

Silverman's candidacy was endorsed by Council Member David Grosso[18] former Council Member Sharon Ambrose[image: External link],[19] and former Council Member Kathy Patterson[image: External link].[12] She was also endorsed by the editorial board of the Washington City Paper,[20] Democracy for America[image: External link], and the Office and Professional Employees International Union[image: External link] Local 2.[12]

Silverman finished second to Anita Bonds,[21] by a margin of 31% to 28%.[22]
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 2014 election




When independent[image: External link] Council Member David Catania decided to run for mayor rather than reelection in 2014, Silverman decided to change her official political status to independent and leave her position at the D.C. Fiscal Policy Institute to consider another candidacy.[23] Silverman publicly declared her candidacy for Council the next month.[24]

Silverman emphasized accountability of elected officials, accountability of public schools, quality education, affordable housing, and good public transportation.[24] Silverman said she would not accept campaign contributions from corporations.[24] She was proud of helping increase the District's minimum wage to $11.50 per hour and expand the mandatory paid sick leave law to restaurant employees.[25]

Silverman's candidacy was endorsed by Ward 8 Council Member Marion Barry,[26] Ward 6 Council candidate Charles Allen, the D.C. Chapter of the National Organization for Women[image: External link], D.C. Working Families, Jews United for Justice,[27] and the D.C. Muslim Caucus,[28] Metro Washington Council AFL-CIO[image: External link], Service Employees International Union[image: External link] 32BJ and 1199, DC for Democracy, the Sierra Club[image: External link], the DC Police Union,[29] the United Food and Commercial Workers[image: External link] local,[30] and the International Association of Fire Fighters[image: External link] Local 36.[31] She was also endorsed by the editorial board of the Washington City Paper.[32]

Silverman was elected to the at-large seat in the 2014 general election[33] with 12% of the total votes.[2][34]
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In 2016, Silverman introduced legislation to limit public spending on a proposed practice facility for the Washington Wizards[image: External link]. The law would cap public expenditures at $50 million and hold Ted Leonsis'[image: External link] company, which owns the team, responsible for any cost overruns.[35]
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 Committees




Silverman was appointed to the following committees for Council Period 21 (January 2015 to December 2016).[36]


	Committee on Business, Consumer and Regulatory Affairs

	Committee on Housing and Community Development

	Committee on Finance and Revenue
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 Personal life




Silverman lives in Capitol Hill.[4] She is Jewish.[37]
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	2013 Special Election, , At-Large Seat



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Anita Bonds
	18,027
	31



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Elissa Silverman
	15,228
	27



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Patrick Mara[image: External link]
	13,698
	24



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Matthew Frumin
	6,307
	11



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Paul Zuckerberg
	1,195
	2



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Michael A. Brown[image: External link]
	1,100
	2



	
	D.C. Statehood Green[image: External link]
	Perry Redd
	1,090
	2



	
	 
	write-in
	187
	0
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	2014 General Election, , At-Large Seats



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Anita Bonds
	85,575
	24



	
	Independent[image: External link]
	Elissa Silverman
	41,300
	12



	
	Independent[image: External link]
	Michael D. Brown[image: External link]
	28,614
	8



	
	Independent[image: External link]
	Robert White[image: External link]
	22,198
	6



	
	Independent[image: External link]
	Courtney R. Snowden
	19,551
	5



	
	D.C. Statehood Green[image: External link]
	Eugene Puryear
	12,525
	4



	
	Independent[image: External link]
	Graylan Scott Hagler
	10,539
	3



	
	Independent[image: External link]
	Khalid Pitts
	10,392
	3



	
	Republican[image: External link]
	Marc Morgan
	9,947
	3



	
	Independent[image: External link]
	Brian Hart
	8,933
	3



	
	Independent[image: External link]
	Kishan Putta
	6,135
	2



	
	Independent[image: External link]
	Calvin Gurley[image: External link]
	4,553
	1



	
	Independent[image: External link]
	Eric J. Jones
	4,405
	1



	
	Libertarian[image: External link]
	Frederick Steiner
	3,766
	1



	
	Independent[image: External link]
	Wendell Felder
	2,964
	1



	
	 
	write-in
	1,472
	0
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Brianne Nadeau






Brianne Nadeau (born 1980) is a Democratic[image: External link] politician in Washington, D.C., and a member of the Council of the District of Columbia representing Ward 1[image: External link] since 2015. She defeated long-time incumbent Jim Graham[image: External link] in the Democratic Party primary and won the general election with 75% of the vote in 2014.
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 Early life and professional career




Brianne K. Nadeau was born in Michigan,[2][3] growing up in Grosse Pointe[image: External link].[4] A Girl Scout[image: External link] for 13 years, she earned a Gold Award[image: External link], the Scouts' highest honor.[5] Nadeau has said that Girl Scouts taught her to look for work and to leave things better than you found them.[6]

Nadeau graduated from Boston College[image: External link] with a bachelor's degree in political science[2] in 2002.[7] She also earned a master's degree in public policy from American University[2] in 2006.[8] She worked as a scheduler for Congressman John Sarbanes[image: External link] of Maryland.[9]

Nadeau worked as a public relations consultant and vice president for Rabinowitz Communications,[10] where she promoted progressive[image: External link] causes for nonprofit organizations.[11] Nadeau was a member of the board of directors of Jews United for Justice,[10] a charitable organization[image: External link] that helps pursue justice and equality in local community.[12] She was active in the District of Columbia chapter of the Anti-Defamation League[image: External link].[10]
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 Advisory Neighborhood Commission




Nadeau served as Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner for Single Member District 1B05[image: External link] from 2006[13] to 2010.[14]
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 Campaign for Council




She ran against four-term member of the Council of the District of Columbia Jim Graham[image: External link] in the Democratic Party[image: External link] primary election[image: External link] in 2014.[11]

During her campaign, Nadeau emphasized issues such as affordable housing, transportation, constituent services, and providing long-term solutions to recurring problems.[3]

Nadeau was critical of Graham for actions he took in 2008.[15] The District of Columbia Board of Ethics and Government Accountability found substantial evidence that Graham asked a developer to withdraw its bid for a real estate project so that another firm, who had donated to Graham, could win the bid.[16] In exchange, Graham offered to support the firm's bid for a lottery contract, violating the District employees code of conduct.[16] The District Council also reprimanded Graham for his inappropriate actions.[17] Graham said his actions may have been political horsetrading rather than anything illegal or unethical.[18]

Graham accused Nadeau of irregularities in connection to a home-buyer program.[15] According to Graham, in 2009 Nadeau had asked Graham and then-Council Chair Vincent Gray[image: External link] for help with a home-buyer program.[15] Nadeau had been approved for the loan two years earlier, but the income-based loan guarantee was reduced because her salary had increased since then.[15] Graham said that signing her letters with her title as an Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner was inappropriate and unethical.[15] Nadeau defended the letters, saying she was about to lose her home and simply advocated for herself the best way she could.[15] Following an investigation, the Inspector General cleared Nadeau and found that all the allegations were unsubstantiated.[19]

Nadeau's candidacy was endorsed by At-large Council Member David Grosso,[20] Ward Six Council Member Tommy Wells[image: External link],[11] progressive[image: External link] political action committee[image: External link] Democracy for America[image: External link],[21] and the editorial boards of the Washington Post[image: External link],[22] the Washington City Paper[23] and Northwest Current.[24]
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 Election




Nadeau defeated Graham in the primary election by a wide margin.[25]

In the general election, Nadeau was on the ballot with independent[image: External link] Ernest Johnson[26] and Libertarian[image: External link] John Vaught LaBeaume; there was no Republican[image: External link] candidate on the ballot.[10] Nadeau went on to win the general election as well.[27]
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 Council of the District of Columbia




In July 2015, Nadeau proposed emergency legislation to encourage the sale of land at 965 Florida Ave. NW to developers MRP Realty, Ellis Development, and JBG[image: External link].[28] The deal sold the parcels at $400,000, well below its estimated value between $5 million and $27.6 million.[29]

In May 2015, Nadeau opposed the merger between Exelon[image: External link] and Pepco, expressing concerns about the impact on costs and renewable energy.[30] In October 2015, she changed her position and urged regulators to support the deal.[31]
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 Committees




Nadeau serves on the following committees:[32]


	Committee on Business, Consumer and Regulatory Affairs

	Committee on Health and Human Services

	Committee on Housing and Community Development

	Committee of the Whole
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 Personal life




Nadeau had lived in the District of Columbia for 13 years when she was elected to the Council.[10] She lives near Meridian Hill Park.[2][3] In March 2016, she announced her engagement to longtime boyfriend Jayson Harpster, a Kaiser Permanente[image: External link] consultant.[1]
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	2006 General Election, , Single Member District [13]




	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Non-partisan[image: External link]
	Brianne K. Nadeau
	175
	64



	
	Non-partisan[image: External link]
	Howard P. Wilson
	92
	34



	
	 
	Write-In
	6
	2






	2008 General Election, , Single Member District [14]




	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Non-partisan[image: External link]
	Brianne K. Nadeau
	518
	96



	
	 
	Write-In
	24
	4






	2014 Democratic Primary, , [33]




	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Brianne K. Nadeau
	6,688
	59



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Jim Graham[image: External link]
	4,642
	41



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Write-In
	57
	1






	2014 General Election, , [34]




	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Brianne K. Nadeau
	17,024
	75



	
	Independent[image: External link]
	Ernest E. Johnson
	2,021
	9



	
	Libertarian[image: External link]
	John Vaught LaBeaume
	829
	4



	
	 
	Write-In
	207
	1
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Jack Evans (D.C. politician)






Jack Evans (born October 31, 1953) is an American Democratic Party[image: External link] politician and a lawyer for Manatt, Phelps & Phillips[image: External link].[1][2] Representing Ward 2[image: External link] of Washington, D.C. since 1991, Evans is the D.C. Council's longest serving lawmaker and a two-time mayoral candidate.[3][4] Evans serves as the Chairman of the Board of the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority.[5]



TOP
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 Early life, education, and family




Evans was born in Nanticoke, Pennsylvania[image: External link],[6] the son of a florist and a school teacher. He received an economics degree[7] with honors (cum laude[image: External link]) from the Wharton School of the University of Pennsylvania[image: External link] in 1975, and a law degree from the University of Pittsburgh School of Law[image: External link][7] in 1978. He began practicing law in Washington, D.C. at the Securities and Exchange Commission[image: External link] in the Division of Enforcement.[8]

Evans married Noel Soderberg in 1994.[9] She died in September 2003 after a long battle with breast cancer[image: External link].[10][11] He married Michele Price in 2010, but as of January 2016, he is no longer married.[12][13] He is the father of triplets.[14] Evans has attended the Christ Church in Georgetown and the Foundry Methodist Church in Dupont Circle for which he served as Chair of the annual AIDS fundraiser from 2001–03.[15][16][17]
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 Public service




Evans was elected to the D.C. Council in 1991 in a special election to replace John A. Wilson[image: External link], who had run for council chairman and won. He was sworn in on May 13, 1991.[18] He had previously served as a member of Advisory Neighborhood Commission 2B in Dupont Circle. Evans was elected to serve as chairman of the ANC from 1989 to 1990.[16] He is currently the District Council member of Ward 2, including: Chinatown, Logan Circle, Blagden Alley, Dupont Circle, Sheridan-Kalorama, Foggy Bottom, West End, Georgetown, Burleith, Hillandale and Downtown Washington[image: External link] (including the White House and the National Mall).[16]

On the District Council, Evans serves as chairman of the council's Committee on Finance and Revenue, which oversees the district's finances and tax policy. The city has balanced its budget for 20 consecutive years and improved from a B− to a AAA bond rating[image: External link]. Evans authored the Earned Income Tax Credit[image: External link] (EITC) and the Schedule H reforms.[16]

Evans was a delegate at the 1992, 1996, 2000, 2004, 2008 and 2012 Democratic National Conventions[image: External link], as well as the 2004 Howard Dean[image: External link] D.C. co-chairman; 1992 and 1996 Bill Clinton[image: External link] D.C. co-chairman; 2008 Hillary Clinton[image: External link] D.C. co-chairman; and D.C. Democratic Party treasurer from 1988 to 1991. He served as board chairman for the Metropolitan Washington Council of Governments[image: External link]/COG. In 2017, Evans attended the parade for the inauguration of Donald Trump[image: External link]. [19][20]

Evans opened his campaign for mayor on June 8, 2013.[21] By December 10, his campaign had raised over $1,000,000, making him the top fundraising candidate and the first to break the million-dollar mark.[22] On January 27, the campaign had turned in more than 10,000 petition signatures, the largest collection of signatures by a mayoral candidate in the 2014 race.[23] Evans finished in fourth place with 4,039 votes.[24]

During his time on the D.C. Council, Evans has also worked as an insurance executive for Central Benefits Mutual Insurance Co., and from 2001 until 2015 was of counsel[image: External link] attorney at the Squire Patton Boggs[image: External link] law firm.[25] In October 2015, Evans became Counsel to the law firm of Manatt, Phelps & Phillips.[1][26]

Evans has been criticized for using his constituent service funds to purchase tickets to sporting events.[27][28] Such funds are also used to help needy constituents with expected and unexpected expenses, such as funerals.[27] The Washington Post calculated that Evans had spent $135,897 on sporting events and directed $101,564 toward charitable organizations over the previous decade.[27] Evans explained that, as a major advocate of local sports, he used funds for the benefit of Little League Baseball[image: External link] teams and other constituents that cannot afford to attend sports events.[27]
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 Political positions




Evans supports gay rights[image: External link]. According to the The Washington Blade, "Evans has been the lead sponsor or co-sponsor of virtually every LGBT-supportive bill that has come before the legislative body." In 2009, Evans co-sponsored the bill that legalized same-sex marriage in D.C.[29] The nation's capital became the first jurisdiction in the United States south of the Mason–Dixon line to allow same-sex couples to marry.[30]

Evans supported the Verizon Center which opened in 1997 in his Ward, which became home to the Washington Wizards[image: External link], Washington Mystics[image: External link] and Washington Capitals[image: External link] as they moved from suburban Maryland to downtown Washington D.C. He played a key role in the negotiations that brought the Montreal Expos[image: External link] franchise to Washington, D.C. in 2005, and in the Council's 2004 decision to finance a stadium for the Washington Nationals[image: External link].[31] In 2016, Evans stated that he opposed proposed legislation that would impose a cap on public funding for a new Wizard's practice facility.[32]

Evans has repeatedly called to remove the Council of the District of Columbia from voting on contract awards, a process that as the Washington Post characterizes, "practically invites losing bidders and their lobbyists to attempt an end run."[33] Evans has introduced legislation to ban Council involvement with procurement multiple times and described the practice as "a recipe for mischief."[34]

In July 2012, Evans sponsored legislation to delay the direct election of D.C.'s attorney general[image: External link].[21][35][36] Voters had previously approved a charter amendment making the post an elected, rather than appointed, position. Evans expressed concern that the city was not ready for the scheduled 2014 vote, noting among other things that no candidates had emerged for the position.[35] In June 2014, a federal appeals court invalidated the legislation and ordered that the vote take place as scheduled.[37]

Evans favors the return of the Washington Redskins[image: External link] to the District of Columbia, and has said that neither the personality of the team's owner, Daniel Snyder[image: External link] nor the controversy[image: External link] over the team's name, should be relevant to that effort. As he explained, "whatever it's called, whoever owns it is not relevant, because that will change over time."[38]

In 2016, the D.C. Council considered legislation that would provide paid family and medical leave to employees in the District of Columbia and fund the benefits by new taxes on all District businesses.[39] Evans opposed the new tax, calling the proposed legislation an "absurdity" because most of the benefits would be received by residents of neighboring Maryland and Virginia, not the District, whose businesses would be taxed.[39] As an alternative, Evans co-introduced legislation which would have afforded the same paid leave, but in lieu of a tax, would have required private employers to pay employees for the time off. Although supported by the Mayor and major business groups, the alternative failed, and the original proposal passed the Council by a vote of 9-4.[40][41]
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 Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority




Evans has twice served as the Primary Director from the District of the Columbia on the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority, first from 1993–1999 and again from 2015–present. He has served as Chairman of the Board three times (1994, 1997, and 2016).[42] During his current tenure, Evans advocated for reform of the agency and additional funding from the federal government.[43] In November 2016, Evans urged that Metro's challenges should be addressed by a federal takeover, in an arrangement akin to the control board that rescued the District from financial crisis in the 1990s. Evans stated that Metro's current 16 member board was cumbersome and unworkable. Evans also cautioned that establishment of a control board would face major legal and political challenges, and acknowledged that the proposal was unlikely to win much backing.[44]
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 Committees




Evans currently serves on the following committees:[45]


	Committee on Finance and Revenue (Chair)

	Committee on Transportation and the Environment

	Committee on Business and Economic Development

	Committee on Government Operations
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 Election history




1991 Council of the District of Columbia, Ward 2[image: External link], Special Election[46]



	
Jack Evans ( D[image: External link]) 31%



	Jim Zais ( D[image: External link]) 27%



	Bill Cochran (D) 11%



	Clarene Martin (D) 11%



	Other 18%



	
Write-in[image: External link] 2%




1992 Council of the District of Columbia, Ward 2[image: External link], Primary Election[47]



	
Jack Evans ( D[image: External link]) 95%



	
Write-in[image: External link] 5%




1992 Council of the District of Columbia, Ward 2[image: External link], General Election[image: External link][48]



	
Jack Evans ( D[image: External link]) 79%



	Herbert Coles () 13%



	Nathaniel Adams () 7%



	
Write-in[image: External link] 1%




1996 Council of the District of Columbia, Ward 2[image: External link], Primary Election[image: External link][49]



	
Jack Evans ( D[image: External link]) 78%



	James McLeod ( D[image: External link]) 21%



	
Write-in[image: External link] 1%




1996 Council of the District of Columbia, Ward 2[image: External link], General Election[image: External link][50]



	
Jack Evans ( D[image: External link]) 79%



	Roger L. Moffatt ( R[image: External link]) 21%



	
Write-in[image: External link] 1%




1998 Mayor of the District of Columbia[image: External link], Democratic[image: External link] Primary Election[image: External link][51]



	
Anthony Williams ( D[image: External link]) 50%



	
Kevin P. Chavous[image: External link] ( D[image: External link]) 35%



	Jack Evans ( D[image: External link]) 10%



	
Harold Brazil[image: External link] ( D[image: External link]) 4%



	Sylvia Robinson-Green ( D[image: External link]) 0%



	Jeff Gildenhorn ( D[image: External link]) 0%



	Osie Thorpe ( D[image: External link]) 0%



	
Write-in[image: External link] 0%




2000 Council of the District of Columbia, Ward 2[image: External link], Primary Election[image: External link][52]



	
Jack Evans ( D[image: External link]) 66%



	John Fanning ( D[image: External link]) 18%



	Pete Ross ( D[image: External link]) 15%



	Ray Avrutis ( D[image: External link]) 1%



	
Write-in[image: External link] 1%




2000 Council of the District of Columbia, Ward 2[image: External link], General Election[image: External link][53]



	
Jack Evans ( D[image: External link]) 80%



	Tom Briggs ( STG[image: External link]) 20%



	
Write-in[image: External link] 1%




2004 Council of the District of Columbia, Ward 2[image: External link], Primary Election[image: External link][54]



	
Jack Evans ( D[image: External link]) 96%



	
Write-in[image: External link] 4%




2004 Council of the District of Columbia, Ward 2[image: External link], General Election[image: External link][55]



	
Jack Evans ( D[image: External link]) 82%



	Jesse James Price, Sr. ( R[image: External link]) 9%



	Jay Houston Marx ( STG[image: External link]) 8%



	
Write-in[image: External link] 0%




2008 Council of the District of Columbia, Ward 2[image: External link], Primary Election[image: External link][56]



	
Jack Evans ( D[image: External link]) 65%



	Cary Silverman ( D[image: External link]) 35%




2008 Council of the District of Columbia, Ward 2[image: External link], General Election[image: External link][57]



	
Jack Evans ( D[image: External link]) 82%



	Christina Erland Culver ( R[image: External link]) 17%



	
Write-in[image: External link] 1%




2012 Council of the District of Columbia, Ward 2[image: External link], Primary Election[image: External link][58]



	
Jack Evans ( D[image: External link]) 92%



	
Write-in[image: External link] 8%




2012 Council of the District of Columbia, Ward 2[image: External link], General Election[image: External link][59]



	
Jack Evans ( D[image: External link]) 97%



	
Write-in[image: External link] 3%




2014 Mayor of the District of Columbia[image: External link], Democratic[image: External link] Primary Election[image: External link][60]



	
Muriel Bowser ( D[image: External link]) 43%



	
Vincent Gray[image: External link] ( D[image: External link]) 33%



	
Tommy Wells[image: External link] ( D[image: External link]) 13%



	Jack Evans ( D[image: External link]) 5%



	
Andy Shallal[image: External link] ( D[image: External link]) 3%



	
Vincent Orange ( D[image: External link]) 2%



	
Write-in[image: External link] 0%




2016 Council of the District of Columbia, Ward 2[image: External link], Primary Election[image: External link][61]



	
Jack Evans ( D[image: External link]) 95%



	
Write-in[image: External link] 5%




2016 Council of the District of Columbia, Ward 2[image: External link], General Election[image: External link][62]



	
Jack Evans ( D[image: External link]) 97%



	
Write-in[image: External link] 3%
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Mary Cheh






Mary M. Cheh /'tSeI /[image: External link] (born 1950[1]) is a Democratic[image: External link] politician from Washington, D.C. In November 2006, she won a seat on the Council of the District of Columbia representing Ward 3[image: External link].
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 Background and family




Mary Cheh was born in Elizabeth, New Jersey. The first in her family to graduate from high school, Cheh is a Phi Beta Kappa[image: External link] graduate of Douglass College[image: External link] and has law degrees from Rutgers School of Law-Newark[image: External link] and Harvard Law School[image: External link].

Cheh has been a resident of Ward 3[image: External link] since 1980. She has two daughters, Jane and Nora, who were born and raised in the District, attended Murch Elementary School and Georgetown Day School[image: External link], and now work as lawyers.[2]
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 Professional experience




Upon graduation from law school, Cheh served as a law clerk[image: External link] to the Hon. Richard J. Hughes[image: External link], chief justice[image: External link] of the New Jersey Supreme Court[image: External link]. Cheh then joined the Washington office of Fried, Frank, Shriver, Harris & Kempleman as an associate. In 1979, Cheh joined the George Washington University Law School[image: External link], becoming the Elyce Zenoff Research Professor of Law.[3] There, she has received teaching and service awards and serves as a member and former chair of the George Washington Law Public Interest Committee. Cheh is also a guest lecturer in Constitutional Law at the Concord School of Law.[4]

In 1983, Cheh took a sabbatical to do pro bono work in South Africa for the Centre for Applied Legal Studies. Then in 1986, she served as a Special Assistant United States Attorney in D.C. She has been a visiting professor at the Concord School of Law, University of North Carolina – Chapel Hill and the University of California – Hastings.

Cheh has also served as a consultant to the National Institute of Justice and the President’s Commission on Organized Crime, and she chaired the subcommittee on criminal justice for the D.C. Circuit Court’s Task Force on Gender.[5]

She currently serves as a member of the Rules Committee of the Court of Appeals for the Armed Forces, on the Board of Directors of the National Institute of Military Justice, and as a member of the ACLU Litigation Screening Committee. She has been and continues to be a frequent speaker and media commentator on legal affairs. And, aside from her regular coursework at GW Law, she also teaches bar review lectures during the summer months.
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 District Council




Cheh was first elected to the Council of the District of Columbia in 2006, defeating her Republican opponent Theresa Conroy.[6] Cheh replaced Kathy Patterson, who unsuccessfully ran for the seat of Chair of the Council. Cheh was reelected in 2010 by a substantial margin over Republican candidate David Hedgepeth.[7]

As Councilmember, Cheh has chaired several committees, currently serving as Chair of the Committee on Transportation and the Environment.[8] Previously, she chaired the Committee on Public Services and Consumer Affairs and the Committee on Government Operations.

Outside of her role as District Councilmember, Cheh works as a professor at the George Washington University Law School[image: External link].[9]

Cheh served as Chair Pro Tempore from 2010 until 2012, when she became the temporary chair due to the resignation of Chairman Kwame Brown on June 6, 2012.[10] She stepped down from that role when Phil Mendelson was elected chair on June 13, 2012.

During her time on the Council, Cheh has introduced over 850 separate bills and resolutions.[11] She has led five major Council investigations: CareFirst BlueCross BlueShield’s failure to comply with its nonprofit mission,[12] 2008 election electronic voting failures[13] Mayoral personnel practices,[14] the improper donation of District fire trucks to the Dominican Republic,[15] and procurement practices at the Office of the Chief Technology Officer.[16]

Cheh has authored several comprehensive reform measures. The Healthy Schools Act of 2010 makes breakfast free to all DCPS and public charter school students; enhances the nutrition of school meals by including more whole grains, a variety of fresh fruits and vegetables, less fat, and less sodium; requires schools to serve locally-grown, unprocessed foods in school meals whenever possible; and increases the amount of physical activity and health education required of students.[17] The Omnibus Election Reform Act of 2009 allows for pre-registration for voters who will be 18 at the time of the next election, provides for early voting, and permits individuals to vote on Election Day. And the Clean and Affordable Energy Act of 2008 created the District of Columbia Sustainable Energy Utility, which administers sustainable energy programs in the District.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Cheh introduced the Taxicab Service Improvement Amendment Act of 2012, which requires taxis in the District to use GPS, credit card readers and modern meters, and uniform dome lights and color schemes. She similarly introduced emergency measures to keep application-based services like Uber, Lyft, and Sidecar street legal.[18]
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 Committees




Cheh currently serves on the following committees:[19]


	Committee on Transportation and the Environment (Chair)

	Committee on Judiciary

	Committee on Health and Human Services
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 Legislation





	B17-0043 Green Building Amendment Act of 2007

	B17-0099 Clean Cars Act of 2008

	B17-0261 Heat Wave Safety Emergency Amendment Act of 2007

	B17-0433 Taxicab Hybrid Technology Vehicle Expansion Amendment Act of 2007

	B17-0435 Green Schools Amendment Act of 2007

	B17-0492 Clean and Affordable Energy Act of 2008

	B17-0493 Loretta Carter Hanes Pesticide Consumer Notification Amendment Act of 2008

	B17-0503 Compliance Unit Establishment Act of 2008

	B17-0578 Water Pollution Reduction Amendment Act of 2008

	B17-0670 Green Business Recognition Act of 2008

	B17-0701 Energy-Efficient Tax Holiday Act of 2008

	B17-0798 Heat Wave Safety Amendment Act of 2008

	B17-0910 Carbon Trading Pilot Program Act of 2008

	B17-0919 Clean and Affordable Energy Emergency Act of 2008

	B18-0064 Lead Hazard Prevention and Elimination Amendment Act of 2010

	B18-0150 Anacostia River Clean Up and Protection Act of 2009

	B18-0175 Smart Lighting Act of 2009

	B18-0239 Unused Pharmaceutical Safe Disposal Act of 2009

	B18-0396 Sustainable Energy Utility Emergency Amendment Act of 2009

	B18-0492 Clean and Affordable Energy Act Energy Efficiency Program Fund Balance Transfer Authorization Amendment Act of 2009

	B18-0498 Wildlife Protection Act of 2010

	B18-0521 Human and Environmental Health Protection Act of 2010

	B18-0596 Winter Sidewalk Safety Amendment Act of 2009

	B18-0665 Energy Efficiency Financing Emergency Act of 2010

	B18-0729 Renewable Energy Incentive Program Fund Balance Rollover Emergency Amendment Act of 2010

	B18-0737 Residential Aid Discount Subsidy Stabilization Emergency Amendment Act of 2010

	B18-0786 Solar Thermal Incentive Emergency Amendment Act of 2010

	B18-0954 Heat Wave Safety Emergency Amendment Act of 2010

	B18-0971 Heat Wave Safety Amendment Act of 2010

	B18-1068 Solar Collector Certification Emergency Amendment Act of 2010

	B18-1092 Brownfield Revitalization Amendment Act of 2010

	B19-0010 Distributed Generation Amendment Act of 2011

	B19-0321 Heat Wave Safety Amendment Act of 2011

	B19-0384 Distributed Generation Emergency Amendment Act of 2011

	B19-0463 Green Building Technical Corrections Amendment Act of 2011

	B19-0569 Green Building Compliance, Technical Corrections and Clarification Amendment Act of 2012

	B19-0643 Pesticide Education and Control Amendment Act of 2012

	B19-0715 Community Renewables Energy Act of 2012

	B19-0749 Energy Innovation and Savings Amendment Act of 2012

	B19-0769 Water Quality Assurance Amendment Act of 2012

	B19-1032 Construction and Demolition Waste Recycling Accountability Act of 2012

	B19-1076 Renewable Energy Incentive Program Emergency Amendment Act of 2012

	B20-0057 Community Renewable Energy Act of 2013

	B20-0119 Coal-Fired Power Prohibition Act of 2013

	B17-0125 Retail Service Station Clarification Emergency Amendment Act of 2007

	B17-0131 Keeping D.C. Warm Amendment Act of 2007

	B17-0132 Payday Loan Consumer Protection Amendment Act of 2007

	B17-0142 Retail Service Station Clarification Amendment Act of 2007

	B17-0166 Bank Charter Modernization Amendment Act of 2007

	B17-0167 Mortgage Disclosure Amendment Act of 2007

	B17-0168 Trans Free DC Act of 2007

	B17-0179 Conversion Fee Clarification and Technical Amendment Act of 2008

	B17-0197 Accrued Sick and Safe Leave Act of 2008

	B17-0211 Energy Efficiency Standards Act of 2007

	B17-0257 Bank Charter Modernization Emergency Amendment Act of 2007

	B17-0259 Retail Class Exemption Clarification Emergency Act of 2007

	B17-0261 Heat Wave Safety Emergency Amendment Act of 2007

	B17-0322 Private Employee Whisleblower Protection Act of 2007

	B17-0434 Financial Literacy Council Establishment Act of 2007

	B17-0474 MRSA Infection Prevention Act of 2007

	B17-0476 Reciprocal and Insurance Interchange Act of 2007

	B17-0490 Electronic Mail Public Record Clarification Amendment Act of 2007

	B17-0492 Clean and Affordable Energy Act of 2008

	B17-0493 Loretta Carter Hanes Pesticide Consumer Notification Act of 2008

	B17-0497 The Pawnshop Amendment Act of 2007

	B17-0503 Compliance Unit Establishment Act of 2008

	B17-0578 Water Pollution Reduction Amendment Act of 2008

	B17-0620 Conversion Fee Clarification Emergency Amendment Act of 2008

	B17-0652 Vending Regulation Emergency Act of 2008

	B17-0671 Money Transmitters Discloser Amendment Act of 2008

	B17-0690 Expanding Opportunities for Street Vending Around the Baseball Stadium Emergency Amendment Act of 2008

	B17-0701 Energy Efficient Appliance Tax Holiday Act of 2008

	B17-0778 Rent Control Protection Amendment Act of 2008

	B17-1036 Retail Service Station Amendment Act of 2008

	B17-1093 Retail Service Station Emergency Amendment Act of 2008

	B18-0064 Lead Hazard Prevention and Elimination Amendment Act of 2010

	B18-0089 Retail Service Station Amendment Act of 2009

	B18-0103 Insurance Claims Consumer Protection Amendment Act of 2009

	B18-0104 Tenant Access to Justice Reform Act of 2009

	B18-0131 Restaurant Hygiene Transparency Act of 2009

	B18-0132 Trans Free DC Act of 2009

	B18-0233 Whisleblower Protection Amendment Act of 2007

	B18-0278 Chemotherapy Pill Coverage Act of 2009

	B18-0323 Gift Card Protection Act of 2009

	B18-0394 Residential Aid Discount Subsidy Stabilization Emergency Amendment Act of 2009

	B18-0451 Artist Protection Act of 2010

	B18-0493 Residential Aid Discount Subsidy Stabilization Amendment Act of 2010

	B18-0516 Financial Protection Amendment Act of 2008

	B18-0521 Human and Environmental Health Protection Act of 2010

	B18-0564 Healthy Schools Act of 2010

	B18-0713 Snap Expansion Act of 2010

	B18-0893 The Anti SLAPP Act of 2010

	B18-1091 Tenant Security Deposits Clarification Amendment Act of 2010

	B18-1092 Brownfield Revitalization Amendment Act of 2010

	B19-0009 The Reliable Electric Service Amendment Act of 2011

	B19-0089 Unsolicited Automatic Telephone Call Act of 2011

	B19-0143 Workplace Wellness Act of 2011

	B19-0167 Insurance Claims Consumer Protection Amendment Act of 2011

	B19-0299 Retail Service Station Amendment Act of 2011

	B19-0475 Assault of Bicyclist Prevention Act of 2011

	B19-0581 Consumer Protection Amendment Act of 2011

	B19-0616 Fire and Emergency Medical Services Employee Presumptive Disability Amendment Act of 2011

	B19-0630 Taxi Service Improvement Amendment Act of 2012

	B19-0631 District of Columbia Controlled Substances Amendment Act of 2011

	B19-0643 Pesticide Education and Control Amendment Act of 2012

	B19-0715 Community Renewables Energy Act of 2012

	B19-0769 Water Quality Assurance Amendment Act of 2012

	B19-0798 Brokers License Amendment Act of 2012

	B19-0879 Underground Utility Act of 2012

	B19-0881 Telemedicine Reimbursement Act of 2012

	B20-0049 Workplace Wellness Act of 2013

	B20-0074 Residential Lease Omnibus Amendment Act of 2013

	B20-0075 District Contracting Price Reasonableness Assurance Amendment Act of 2013

	B20-0077 Rental Housing Consumer Protection Act of 2013

	B20-0111 Nurse Safe Staffing Act of 2013

	B20-0226 Reporting of Hospital Acquired Infections Amendment Act of 2013

	B17-0096 Smoking Restriction Amendment Act of 2007

	B17-0168 Trans Free DC Act of 2007

	B17-0172 Drug Free Zone Designation Clarification Amendment Act of 2007

	B17-0197 Accrued Sick and Safe Leave Act of 2008

	B17-0308 Free Clinic Assistance Program Extension Emergency Amendment Act of 2007

	B17-0323 Emergency Care for Sexual Assault Victims Act of 2008

	B17-0469 Clinical Trials Insurance Coverage Act of 2008

	B17-0470 MRSA Infection Prevention Act of 2007

	B17-0493 Loretta Carter Hanes Pesticide Consumer Notification Amendment Act of 2008

	B17-0523 Free Clinic Assistance Program Extension Congressional Review Emergency Amendment Act of 2007

	B17-0635 AED Installation for Safe Recreation and Exercise Amendment Act of 2008

	B17-0700 Healthy D.C. Act of 2008

	B17-0934 Medical Insurance Empowerment Amendment Act of 2008

	B18-0064 Lead Hazard Prevention and Elimination Amendment Act of 2010

	B18-0127 Blood Donation Expansion Act of 2010

	B18-0131 Restaurant Hygiene Transparency Act of 2009

	B18-0132 Trans Free D.C. Act of 2009

	B18- 0225 Medical Insurance Empowerment Emergency Amendment Act of 2009

	B18-0239 Unused Pharmaceutical Safe Disposal Amendment Act of 2009

	B18-0278 Chemotherapy Pill Coverage Act of 2009

	B18-0450 Healthcare Equality Reform Act of 2009

	B18-0521 Human and Environmental Health Protection Act of 2010

	B18-0568 Hospital and Medical Services Corporation Regulatory Temporary Amendment Act of 2009

	B18-0761 Department of Parks and Recreation Fitness Curriculum Act of 2010

	B18-0792 Reasonable Health Insurance Ratemaking and Healthcare Reform Act of 2010

	B18-0967 Food, Environmental, and Economic Development in the District of Columbia Act of 2010

	B18-1111 Brownfield Revitalization Emergency Amendment Act of 2010

	B19-0035 Restaurant Hygiene Transparency Act of 2011

	B19-0143 Workplace Wellness Act of 2011

	B19-0144 Healthy Schools Amendment Act of 2011

	B19-0161 Service Animals Access Amendment Act of 2011

	B19-0213 Commission on African American Affairs Establishment Act of 2012

	B19-0224 Medicaid Provider Fraud Prevention Amendment Act of 2011

	B19-0402 Healthy Schools Emergency Amendment Act of 2011

	B19-0616 Fire and Emergency Medical Services Employee Presumptive Disability Amendment Act of 2011

	B19-0631 District of Columbia Controlled Substances Amendment Act of 2011

	B19-0643 Pesticide Education and Control Amendment Act of 2012

	B19-0711 Fresh Healthy Mobile Cart Vending Pilot in Underserved Areas Emergency Amendment Act of 2012

	B19-0769 Water Quality Assurance Amendment Act of 2012

	B19-0804 Contract No. DCHC-2008-D-5052 Modification Approval and Payment Authorization Emergency Act of 2012

	B19-0881 Telemedicine Reimbursement Act of 2012

	B19-0930 Healthy Parks Act of 2012

	B20-0049 Workplace Wellness Act of 2013

	B20-0050 Telemedicine Reimbursement Act of 2013

	B20-0111 Nurse Safe Staffing Act of 2013

	B20-0202 Insurance Claims Consumer Protection Second Amendment Act of 2013

	B20-0226 Reporting of Hospital Acquired Infections Amendment Act of 2013

	B20-0227 Children’s Oral Healthcare Amendment Act of 2013
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Brandon Todd (politician)






Brandon Tristan Todd (born May 26, 1983) is a Democratic[image: External link] politician who represents Ward 4 on the Council of the District of Columbia in Washington, D.C. Todd previously worked in the Council office of Muriel Bowser and in various campaign positions during her successful campaign for Mayor of the District of Columbia[image: External link]. Todd won a special election on May 2015, succeeding Muriel Bowser, who was elected as Mayor. Todd was sworn into office on May 14, 2015, and served the remainder of Bowser's term. He won the June 2016 Democratic primary and the November 2016 general election for the position.
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 Early life and education




Todd was born on May 26, 1983,[1] and raised in Washington, D.C. He graduated from Eastern High School[image: External link] and has a communications degree from Bowie State University[image: External link] and a Master in Business Administration[image: External link] from Trinity Washington University.[2][3]

Todd joined the Democratic Party in October 2007 after voting in five elections as a member of the Republican Party.[4]
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 Career




In 2012, Todd managed Bowser's campaign for reelection as Ward 4 Councilmember.[2] He served as Bowser's director of constituent services.[2] In the same year, Todd was elected as a delegate to the Democratic National Convention[image: External link] representing wards 3, 4, 5, and 7.[5]

In March 2013, Todd coordinated a construction job fair for workers skilled in mechanical, electrical, plumbing, concrete, rough carpentry, masonry, roofing, and waterproofing in Fort Totten Square.[6]

On June 5, 2013, Todd was elected chair of the Ward 4 Democrats.[7] He launched a new web site and Twitter account for the organization.[3] In 2014, he was Finance Director for Bowser's mayoral campaign.[2][3]
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 Electoral history
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 2014 special election




On December 4, 2014, Todd announced his candidacy for councilmember for Ward 4 after the position was vacated when Bowser was elected Mayor.[2] Within three days of his announcement, Todd had raised $50,000.[8] In the final campaign finance filing before the election, Todd had three times the financial reserves of his nearest rival.[9] Todd accepted donations from LLCs owned by companies, which allowed companies to donate additional money to the campaign.[10][11]

Todd advertised his close relationship with the mayor, saying he was the only candidate in the field who would be able to pick up the phone and discuss the ward’s needs directly with her.[12] At a debate, it was reported that Todd searched on Google when asked to name a historical figure whose leadership he admired. His campaign had no comment on the action.[13][14] Todd won with 42% of the vote.[12][15]
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 2016 general election




In the June 14, 2016 D.C Council Ward 4 Democratic primary election, Todd won with 49% of the vote.[16] He received the endorsements of the Gertrude Stein Democratic Club, Democrats for Education Reform,[17] and The Washington Post.[18] Todd won reelection for a full four-year term in the general election on November 8, 2016.[19] He garnered 35,100 votes.[20]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Council terms
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 First (partial) council term




Todd said that he opposed awarding the operation of DC's prisons to a controversial private management company.[13] After his election, Todd said that the Council should not be involved in awarding the contract.[21]

While campaigning, Todd was one of the few candidates who did not oppose pop-ups, or housing extensions above the original height.[22] After winning office and in the wake of community protests, he said was not "outright" opposed to pop-ups and wanted to balance residents' concerns with developer's interests.[23]

In 2016, Todd announced his support for Mayor Bowser's plan to open a homeless shelter in Ward 4, hoping that it would be used as a catalyst for economic development.[24][25]

After a building was condemned in Ward 4 and its residents forced to vacate the property, Todd was described as not helpful. His office did not provide an immediate response.[26]

In June 2016, Todd opposed campaign finance reform legislation.[27] Introduced by Council chair Phil Mendelson, the law would have taken people who donated to political campaigns out of consideration from receiving government contracts valued at more than $100,000.[27]

In April 2017, the DC Auditor announced that it was conducting an investigation into the financing of Todd's 2015 special election campaign. Todd was unable to substantiate donations of over $100,000 and failed to report $34,000 in donations. While the investigation was underway during the 2016 general election, it was not disclosed.[28]
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 Second council term




Todd was sworn into office for a full four-year council term at noon on January 2, 2017.[29]

On January 20 2017, Todd attended the parade for the inauguration of Donald Trump[image: External link]. [30][31]
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 Campaign finance controversy




After Todd's 2015 special election win, the District government's Office of Campaign Finance (OCF) audited the Todd campaign as part of its regular after-election audit of all campaigns. The audit, completed in early January 2016, discovered that the campaign failed to report more than $34,000 in contributions. The campaign also received more than $69,000 in contributions for which it had no records indicating who made the donation. For reasons which remain unclear, the OCF agreed to keep its preliminary audit confidential until the 2015 Todd special election campaign answered the report's allegations. According to the OCF, the 2015 Todd campaign repeatedly declined to provide it with the information and answers it sought, even as Todd campaigned for a full, four-year term on the council during a hotly contest June 14, 2016, Democratic primary. Todd's 2015 campaign staff said they provided all the information the OCF asked for, but the OCF's "antiquated" technology was unable to accept or integrate the information.[32] OCF found the campaing failed to adequately document another $100,000 in contributions.[33]

Todd won the June 14 primary with 49 percent of the vote, without voters knowing about the report's preliminary findings. His closest challenger, Leon T. Andrews, Jr., had 40.8 percent. Todd was unopposed in the general election. Once more, voters remained in the dark about the report's finding.[32]

On April 7, 2017, about 16 months after the preliminary report was issued, The Washington Post made the report's draft findings public.[32]

The Washington Post reported on April 17, 2017 that 136 contributors to Todd's 2016 reelection campaign could not be identified by name. The donors contributed about $18,000 to the 2016 effort. Another 1,200 of the 1,400 contributors to the campaign provided no employer information, as required by law. OCF had previously identified more than $7,000 in contributions to Todd's 2016 campaign which were illegal or questionable under D.C. campaign finance laws, and the Todd campaign returned those donations. However, About $5,000 in donations were over the legal limit of $500 per individual or business. The 2016 reelection campaign accepted these donations, and did not return them. OCF officials said they had previously identified numerous questionable donations and expenditures by the Todd 2016 reelection campaign, but many of these had been resolved and the agency was still in the process of obtaining more information.[33]
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 Personal life




Todd lives in the Petworth neighborhood of Ward 4 and attends St. Mary’s Episcopal Church.[34] He is single.[13]
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 Committees




Todd serves on the following committees:[35]


	Chair — Committee on Government Operations

	Committee of the Whole

	Committee on Human Services

	Committee on Transportation and the Environment

	Committee on Health
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 Election results
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 2015






	2015 Council of the District of Columbia, Ward 4, Special election



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Brandon Todd
	4,584
	43



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Renee L. Bowser
	2,311
	21



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Leon T. Andrews, Jr.[image: External link]
	1,613
	15



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Dwayne M. Toliver
	1,297
	12



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Ron Austin
	185
	2



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Edwin W. Powell
	132
	1



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Judi Jones
	119
	1



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Acqunetta Anderson
	117
	1



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Bobvala Tengen
	91
	1



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Gwenellen Corley-Bowman
	73
	1



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Douglass Sloan
	55
	1



	
	Socialist Workers[image: External link]
	Glova Scott
	53
	0



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Pedro Rubio, Jr.
	37
	0



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Write-in
	38
	0
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	2016 Council of the District of Columbia, Ward 4, Democratic Primary



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Brandon Todd
	8,145
	49.33



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Leon T. Andrews, Jr.
	6,738
	40.81



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Ron Austin
	574
	3.48



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Calvin H. Gurley
	509
	3.08






	2016 Council of the District of Columbia, Ward 4, General Election



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Brandon Todd
	35,100
	85.5



	
	 
	Write-in
	1,813
	4.42
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Kenyan McDuffie






Kenyan R. McDuffie (born c. 1975) is a lawyer and Democratic[image: External link] politician in Washington, D.C. He is a member of the Council of the District of Columbia representing Ward 5[image: External link] since 2012.
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 Early life




McDuffie grew up in Stronghold, a neighborhood in Ward 5 in Washington, D.C.[1] After graduating from Woodrow Wilson High School[image: External link], he sold ice cream at the National Zoo in Washington D.C. and briefly attended the University of the District of Columbia.[2] He later worked for the United States Postal Service, delivering mail in the Friendship Heights and Spring Valley neighborhoods.[2]

After four years with the Postal Service, McDuffie enrolled in the University of the District of Columbia before graduating from Howard University summa cum laude with a bachelor's degree in political science and community development[3] in 2002.[4] He received a juris doctor from University of Maryland School of Law[image: External link][5] in 2006. At the University of Maryland School of Law, he served as an Associate Editor of The University of Maryland Journal of Race, Religion, Gender, and Class, and research assistant to then-Professor Tom Perez, now Secretary of Labor.[4]

Following his graduation, he was hired by Prince George's County, Maryland, first working as a law clerk and later as an assistant state’s attorney.[5] McDuffie later worked for Delegate[image: External link] Eleanor Holmes Norton in both her local constituent services office and Capitol Hill office, where he drafted legislation.[6] In 2008, he served as a trial lawyer in the civil rights division of the Department of Justice.[1][5] In 2010, McDuffie became a policy advisor to Public Safety and Justice Deputy Mayor Paul Quander,[5][7] serving as a liaison to public safety agencies.[8] He has also served as president of the Stronghold Civic Association.[9]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Political career
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 2010 election




In February 2010, McDuffie resigned from his position in the mayor's administration[10] and declared his candidacy to represent Ward 5 on the Council of the District of Columbia.[1] McDuffie supported expanding employment opportunities and tackling HIV.[6] He criticized incumbent Harry Thomas Jr.[image: External link] for being reactive rather than proactive.[6] During his campaign, McDuffie stressed several urgent problems in the ward, including lack of quality education, lack of effective job-training programs, lack of affordable housing, and a need for more services for senior citizens.[11] Thomas won the Democratic Party primary election[12] and went on to win the general election as well.[13]
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 2012 election




In January 2012, Thomas resigned from the Council and pleaded guilty to two federal crimes, theft and filing three years of false tax returns.[14] McDuffie confirmed that he would run in a special election to fill the vacancy represent Ward 5 in the Council.[15]

McDuffie said that programs such as affordable housing should receive additional funding before other programs such as establishing a streetcar system and expanding the Capital Bikeshare program.[16] McDuffie supported community-oriented, responsible and sustainable development.[16] He was in favor of the District's program providing health insurance coverage to residents, regardless of legal status in the country, who earn too much to qualify for Medicaid but not enough to be able to afford private insurance.[16] McDuffie believed the District's summer-jobs program should be changed so that only teenagers from low-income families would be eligible.[16] He did not support requiring some charter schools in Ward 5 to have a neighborhood admissions preference to assure some seats to local residents because it would restrict the schools' flexibility.[16]

Councilmember Tommy Wells[image: External link] endorsed McDuffie for his progressive agenda and emphasis on good government.[17] The District's firefighter union, the Service Employees International Union[image: External link] Maryland and DC State Council, the National Nurses United union, the Local 25 Hospitality Workers' Union, the AFL-CIO[image: External link], the DC Latino Caucus, and the Gertrude Stein Club also endorsed McDuffie's candidacy.[17][18][19][20] Meanwhile, American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees[image: External link] District Council 20 endorsed Delano Hunter, and The Washington Post endorsed Tim Day.[21]

McDuffie won the special election,[22] receiving 43 percent of the votes.[23] His term ended 2014.[24]
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 2014 election




McDuffie ran for re-election in the 2014 election[25] and won the primary against Kathy Henderson, Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner for Carver Langston;[26] and Carolyn C. Steptoe, Advisory Neighborhood Commissioner for Brookland.[27] Libertarian[image: External link] Preston Cornish is the only candidate who opposed him in the General Election.[28][29] He was re-elected with 83.93% of the vote.
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 Committees




McDuffie currently serves on the following committees:[30]


	Committee on Judiciary (Chair)

	Committee on Transportation and the Environment

	Committee on Finance and Revenue
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 Personal life




McDuffie lives on North Capitol Street with his wife, Princess, and his daughters, Jozi and Kesi.[31]
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 Election history




2010 Council of the District of Columbia, Ward 5[image: External link], Democratic Party[image: External link] Primary Election[image: External link][32]



	
Harry Tommy Thomas Jr. ( D[image: External link]) 62%



	Delano Hunter ( D[image: External link]) 19%



	Kenyan McDuffie ( D[image: External link]) 15%



	Tracey D. Turner ( D[image: External link]) 4%



	
Write-in[image: External link] 0%




2012 Council of the District of Columbia, Ward 5[image: External link], Special Election[image: External link][33]



	
Kenyan McDuffie ( D[image: External link]) 43%



	Delano Hunter ( D[image: External link]) 21%



	Frank Wilds ( D[image: External link]) 14%



	Tim Day ( R[image: External link]) 6%



	Ron L. Magnus ( D[image: External link]) 4%



	Shelly Gardner ( D[image: External link]) 3%



	Kathy Henderson ( D[image: External link]) 2%



	Drew E. Hubbard ( D[image: External link]) 2%



	Rae Zapata ( D[image: External link]) 2%



	Ruth E. Marshall ( D[image: External link]) 1%



	John C. Cheeks ( I[image: External link]) 0%



	Amanda Broadnax ( D[image: External link]) 0%



	
Write-in[image: External link] 0%




2014 Council of the District of Columbia, Ward 5[image: External link], Primary Election[image: External link][34]



	
Kenyan McDuffie ( D[image: External link]) 78.36%



	Kathy Henderson ( D[image: External link]) 14.98%



	Carolyn C. Steptoe ( D[image: External link]) 6.21%



	
Write-in[image: External link] 0.56%




2014 Council of the District of Columbia, Ward 5[image: External link], General Election[image: External link][35]



	
Kenyan McDuffie ( D[image: External link]) 83.93%



	Preston Cornish ( L[image: External link]) 6.47%



	
Write-in[image: External link] 0.87%
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Charles Allen (Washington, D.C. politician)






Charles Allen is a Democratic[image: External link] politician in Washington, D.C. and member of the Council of the District of Columbia representing Ward 6[image: External link]. He took office on January 2, 2015 after winning the Democratic Party primary and following general election in 2014.
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 Early years and education




Charles Allen grew up in a suburb of Birmingham, Alabama[image: External link].[1] He graduated from Homewood High School[image: External link].[2] Allen is married to Jordi Hutchinson. The couple has one daughter.[3]

Allen graduated from Washington and Lee University.[4] The summer after his sophomore year, he interned at a free clinic in South Boston[image: External link].[1] He earned a master's degree from the University of Alabama at Birmingham[image: External link].[4]
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 Political career




Allen was hired as director of public policy for the District of Columbia Primary Care Association in 2003.[2] The following year, Allen served as the Ward 6[image: External link] coordinator for Howard Dean[image: External link]'s presidential campaign[image: External link].[5] He was a delegate for Dean at the 2004 Democratic National Convention[image: External link].[5] As chairman of the grass roots Democratic organization D.C. for Democracy, Allen sent hundreds of District residents to other states to campaign.[2]

Allen resigned from the District of Columbia Primary Care Association to manage Tommy Wells[image: External link]' campaign for the Ward 6 seat on the Council of the District of Columbia in 2006.[2] After Wells won the election, Wells hired Allen as his chief of staff.[6]

Allen was president of the Ward 6 Democrats from 2009[7] to 2013.[8] While president, the group voted to urge the Council of the District of Columbia to pass a law legalizing same-sex marriage.[7]

In 2012, the D.C. Democratic State Committee chose the person to replace Phil Mendelson as at-large council member for 70 days before a special election was held.[9] Allen was opposed to the process, saying that only the voters should choose the replacement for an at-large vacancy, not a small group of party committee members.[9]
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 2014 election




Allen was the chief of staff of Ward 6 Council Member Tommy Wells[image: External link].[10] After Wells decided not to run for reelection in order to run for mayor, Allen resigned from his position and announced his candidacy to succeed Wells seat in the Council representing Ward 6.[10] Darrel Thompson, a former deputy chief of staff of Senate Majority Leader Harry Reid[image: External link], also ran in the Democratic primary.[11] Pranav Badhwar ran in the Libertarian primary.[12]

When campaigning, Allen emphasized his work helping Ward 6 working for Wells, saying that gave him extensive knowledge and experience about Ward 6.[13] Allen opposed the Large Retailer Accountability Act, which would have increased the minimum wage for large businesses located in the District, preferring instead an across-the-board minimum wage increase as opposed to a bill that only targeted large retailers.[14][15] Allen also did not access donations to his campaign from corporations.[16] Allen also criticized Thompson, saying Thompson's work has kept him focused on Nevada rather than the District, using the fact that Thompson has not voted in several District elections to make his case.[13] Thompson responded saying that he knew the District well because he was born in the District, unlike Allen.[17]

Thompson called Allen the "anointed candidate", a reference to Wells' choosing his own successor and labeling Allen as a political insider.[13] Thompson also says that Allen is effectively asking for more time to carry out Wells' agenda that should have been completed during Wells' eight years on the Council.[13]

Allen was endorsed by the editorial board of The Washington Post,[18] Service Employees International Union[image: External link],[19] D.C. for Democracy,[20] D.C. Chamber of Commerce PAC,[21] the D.C. Chapter of the National Organization for Women, the D.C. Association of Realtors, Clean Slate Now,[22] the local firefighters' union, and the local police officers' union.[23] The local American Federation of State, County and Municipal Employees[image: External link] endorsed Thompson.[23]

Allen opted for a campaign finance model that did not accept corporate donations. This was consistent with Allen's championing of campaign finance reform, having been a supporter of DC's Initiative 70 in 2012.[24]

In the Democratic primary election, Allen defeated Thompson,[25] with 58 percent of the vote.[26]

Allen faced Libertarian Party candidate Pranav Badhwar in the general election.[27] Allen won the general election with 88 percent of the vote.[28] His term began January 2, 2015.[29]
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 Results






	Council of the District of Columbia, Ward 6, 2014 (Democratic primary)



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Charles Allen
	7,140
	58



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Darrell Thompson
	5,156
	42






	Council of the District of Columbia, Ward 6, 2014 (General election)



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Charles Allen
	19,805
	88



	
	Libertarian[image: External link]
	Pranav Badhwar
	2,477
	11
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 Committees




Allen currently serves on the following committees:[31]


	Committee on Education

	Committee on Transportation and the Environment

	Committee on Business, Consumer and Regulatory Affairs
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Yvette Alexander






Yvette M. Alexander (born October 1, 1961[1] in the District of Columbia)[2] is a Democratic[image: External link] politician[image: External link] in Washington, D.C. She represented Ward 7[image: External link] on the Council of the District of Columbia from 2007-2017.
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Alexander has a Bachelor of Business Administration[image: External link] from Howard University[2] and did graduate work at Trinity College.
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 Political career




On May 1, 2007, Alexander won the special election[image: External link] to succeed her political mentor Vincent C. Gray[image: External link]. Gray had represented Ward 7 before he became council chairman in January. She received 34 percent of the vote, beating 17 other candidates (14 Democrats and 4 independents).[3] [4]

She faced a Democratic primary[image: External link] for re-election on September 9, 2008. Notable opponents in that Democratic primary were John Campbell and Robin Hammond Marlin.[5] No individuals filed to appear on the ballot for the Republican[image: External link] or Statehood-Green[image: External link] parties.[5] Alexander won the primary and general election.

Alexander lobbied other state delegations for DC voting rights at the 2004 Democratic Convention[image: External link] in Boston, Massachusetts[image: External link]. She was an Obama superdelegate[image: External link] (though formally unpledged) to the 2008 Democratic National Convention[image: External link], although she had endorsed Barack Obama[image: External link] before Hillary Clinton[image: External link] conceded the race.[6]
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 Awards





	
Paula Nickens Grassroots Award from the District of Columbia Democratic State Committee

	
Lorraine H. Whitlock - Democrat of the Year from the Ward 7 Democrats

	Ward 7 HIV/AIDS Collaborative Service Award

	Washington D.C. Pan-Hellenic Council’s Unsung Hero Award

	New Era of Leadership Award from the Marshall Heights Community Development Organization
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 Committees





	Committee on Health and Human Services (Chair)

	Committee on Education
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LaRuby May






LaRuby May (born 1975) is a Democratic[image: External link] politician and African American lawyer who formerly represented Ward 8 on the Council of the District of Columbia in Washington, D.C. She won the Ward 8[image: External link] special election on May 10, 2015,[1] succeeding Marion Barry, who died in office on November 23, 2014. May, who was sworn into office on May 14, 2015, served out the remainder of Barry's term, which ended on December 31, 2016. During her first council term, she was active on the issues of crime and violence, marijuana[image: External link] policy, assisted suicide, and improvements to Advisory Neighborhood Commissions. She criticized the city's emergency medical services department, opposed the creation of a public electrical utility, and applauded the construction of a sports arena in her ward. She was one of the few council members to support the mayor during the FreshPAC scandal, and although she asked Congress to end its school voucher[image: External link] program she also supported a political action committee[image: External link] which supports an expanded voucher and charter school program in the District.

She announced in January 2016 that she would campaign for election to a full, four-year term on the district council. She lost the June 2016 Democratic Party primary nomination election to Trayon White[image: External link].



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Life and career





[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Early life and education




LaRuby May was born about 1975 in Pensacola, Florida[image: External link], to Reverend[image: External link] Theophalis May and his wife, Mary. Her father owned a building firm, May's Construction Company, and was widely known in Pensacola for saving and restoring historic buildings. He was also pastor of Friendship Missionary Baptist Church.[2][3]

May received a Bachelor of Arts[image: External link] degree in human development and family studies from Eckerd College[image: External link] in St. Petersburg, Florida[image: External link], in 1997.[3] She then enrolled at George Washington University in Washington, D.C., where she received a Master's Degree[image: External link] in community counseling and psychotherapy.[3] She obtained her JD[image: External link] degree in 2006 from the David A. Clarke School of Law[image: External link] at the University of the District of Columbia.[4] She was admitted to the District of Columbia Bar[image: External link] and The Florida Bar[image: External link].[5]
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 Early career work




May moved to Ward 8 in 2002.[6] While in law school, May took a position as the executive director of the Gift Family Resource Center, a program of Garden Memorial Presbyterian Church which provided after-school and summer educational and enrichment programs for children in elementary and middle school.[7] She left the position in 2003. In 2005 and 2006, May served as a legislative intern[image: External link] and then as Director of Constituent Services in D.C. Council member Marion Barry's office.[8]

May joined Vision of Victory Community Development Corporation in 2007. May served as a project consultant for the nonprofit, which taught workplace skills to at-risk teens and young adults and engaged in low-income housing development. Councilmember Marion Barry helped the program win funding from the District of Columbia Department of Employment Services.[9] May was appointed executive director of the program in May 2008. She continued to hold the position even as she served on the Board of Commissioners of the District of Columbia Housing Authority,[10] and was serving in the position at the time of her D.C. District Council special election.[11]

May was appointed to the Board of Commissioners of the District of Columbia Housing Authority in April 2009 after being nominated by Council Member Marion Barry.[8] Her appointment was confirmed by the D.C. District Council on April 30, 2009.[12] In November of the year, D.C. Mayor[image: External link] Adrian Fenty[image: External link] fired Bill Slover, chair of the Board of Commissioners, and replaced him with May.[13] Mayor Fenty had transferred millions of dollars in capital funds from the District of Columbia Department of Parks and Recreation to the housing authority, and ordered the housing authority to build several new city parks and recreation centers. Contracts for the new parks were awarded to Banneker Ventures, a firm owned by a friend of Mayor Fenty's. May not only continued to implement the parks construction scheme,[14] she added another $50 million to the effort from housing authority funds.[15] As May's term as board chairperson neared completion on July 12, 2010,[16] May took over as head of the search committee seeking a new chairperson. She then replaced existing search committee member Ken Grossinger (who represented the Metropolitan Washington AFL-CIO) with Valerie Santos, Fenty's deputy mayor for planning and economic development. According to The Washington Post, this upset Fenty opponents, who saw it as yet another example of a power-grab by the mayor.[10]

May's work on the Board of Commissioners of the D.C. Housing Authority left her closely associated with Fenty.[17]

At some point in her career, May also worked for Capitol Services Management, a firm which provided management services to D.C. public housing buildings.[18]
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 Relationship with Muriel Bowser




In 2012, May co-founded the Community College Preparatory Academy, the first adult charter school in Ward 8, and served as the founding chairperson of its board of trustees.[5][7]

That same year, May joined the election campaign of Muriel Bowser, a Fenty protegé who was running for a seat on the District Council from Ward 4. May had first met Bowser in 2010, when they both worked on Fenty's unsuccessful campaign to win renomination as the D.C. Democratic Party's candidate for mayor. May and Bowser's relationship continued over the next three years. In January 2013, May spotted Bowser at an awards ceremony in the Congress Heights neighborhood, and offered her support. When Vision of Victory opened Roundtree Residences, a 91-unit affordable-housing community, May invited Bowser to attend to give the mayoral candidate more visibility in Ward 8.[19] May quickly became part of a very tight inner circle of Bowser supporters.[17] Bowser named May her Ward 8 field coordinator when Bowser ran for the Democratic Party's mayoral nomination in 2013. According to The Washington Post, May pledged to help Bowser win the Ward 8 Demcoratic Party straw poll[image: External link]. Bowser upset then-incumbent D.C. Mayor Vincent C. Gray[image: External link]. Gray's loss in the straw poll was a turning point in the Democratic nomination,[20] Bowser defeated Gray in the Democratic primary on April 1, 2014,[21] then easily won the mayoralty in the general election in November 2014.[22]

Bowser named May to the Economic Development and Jobs Committee of her mayoral transition team.[23]
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 2015 D.C. Council special election




Ward 8 Council Member Marion Barry died in office on November 23, 2014. Two weeks later, May filed to run for Barry's council seat.[24][25] At the time, the leading candidate to replace Barry, The Washington Post said, was Marion Christopher Barry[image: External link], the late council member's 34-year-old son.[24] Brianne Nadeau, Ward 1 Council Member, was one of May's earliest supporters, publicly endorsing her in late January and fundraising for her.[26]

By February 3, 2015, 14 other candidates had joined May in the crowded Ward 8 special election. May proved to be a fund-raising powerhouse, however. By January 30, she had raised $177,405 and had spent almost nothing. Her closest competitor was Sheila Bunn, who had raised $51,692 by the same date. Far back in the pack was Trayon White[image: External link], a former D.C. Board of Education member who had raised a mere $2,562. The Washington Post asserted that May's fund-raising advantage was critical in raising her name awareness in Ward 8, where she was little known, and allowing her to stand out in the crowded election field.[27] Most of May's 535 contributors were corporations, nearly all of whom had donated $500 (the maximum amount permitted under D.C. election law). Local political columnist Jonetta Rose Barras argued that this might actually prove a handicap to May's election, as she would have few places to turn for major donations later in the campaign.[6] Both radio station WAMU[image: External link] and the Washington City Paper criticized May for taking advantage of the "LLC loophole" in city election finance law.[28][a]

By late February, however, Barry had stumbled badly in the Ward 8 race, and May was seen by Mike DeBonis at The Washington Post as the front-runner in the election.[29] May raised another $66,000 between January 30 and March 1, most of which came from real estate developers and construction firms. May had $130,000 on hand to spend during the last six weeks of the race, about four times as much money as her nearest competitor. May's fund-raising efforts were led by now-Mayor Muriel Bowser, who headlined several fund-raising meetings for her. Trayon White, meanwhile, raised just over $10,000 and $12,000 in his campaign coffere.[30]

May received another boost in the crowded field of candidates when the D.C. Board of Elections randomly chose her name to appear second on the list of candidates.[31] May's fundraising reached $239,621 as of March 10.[32]

On April 3, May easily won a Ward 8 Democratic party straw poll, confirming her lead in the Ward 8 race.[33][34] May received 177 votes, followed by Trayon White with 79 votes, Natalie Williams with 77 votes, Sheila Bunn with 53 votes, and Eugene Kinlow with 30 votes. (All others received fewer than 30 votes.) Will Sommer, writer of the influential "Loose Lips[image: External link]" political column for the Washington City Paper observed that May's win may have indicated trouble for her campaign: May paid for a free barbecue[image: External link] for all comers just two blocks from where the straw vote was held, and Mayor Muriel Bowser stood on a nearby street waving a May campaign sign. Yet, May could only muster fewer than 200 votes.[35]

May was endorsed by the editorial board of The Washington Post on April 12.[8] She had also won the endorsement of former Ward 8 Council Member Sandy Allen and the Gertrude Stein Democratic Club (a caucus of LGBT[image: External link] individuals affiliated with the D.C. Democratic Party).[11] Bowser's support for May proved to be one of her critical assets, as Bowser turned a portion of her campaign organization over to May—providing her with hundreds of experienced volunteers and up-to-date voter lists.[34] May also benefited from a close association with Phinis Jones, owner of Capitol Services Management.[6][18] Although mayors are expected to campaign for candidates they endorse, other candidates in the Ward 8 race felt Bowser went far beyond all previous efforts.[36]

In April 2015, Candidate Stuart Anderson dropped out of the race and urged voters to support Trayon White.[34] Candidate Eugene D. Kinlow mailed a flyer to residents accusing May of favoring the interests of big business and developers outside Ward 8 to those of the residents of Ward 8.[37] A Kinlow press release claimed that the charter public school May led was failing its students.[38]

In an interview published on March 9, 2011, May told independent alternative newsweekly Inweekly, "If there were opportunities for me, I would love to return to Pensacola. ... I would appreciate the opportunity to serve the community which helped me to become the person that I am. But I am also practical and understand that I have greater access to resources away from Pensacola than I do in Pensacola."[3]

In summer 2014, Jones was accused of gross mismanagement of and diversion of funds at the city-owned low-income Park Southern Apartments, leading to a fraud investigation by the D.C. Inspector General.[6] May defended her relationship with Jones, saying, "Mr. Jones is a supporter, more importantly he is a Ward 8 voter. He invited some of his neighbors and friends to come in and hear me. Any opportunity to talk to Ward 8 voters is one that I accept."[18] Other candidates and citizens who opposed May began to call her "a big-money 'outsider'," and called her a pawn of Bowser, the corporations, and the labor unions[image: External link] which had endorsed her.[39]

Hundreds of people volunteered for May's campaign between December 2014 and April 2015. They canvassed[image: External link] most of Ward 8, and hundreds of people registered to vote. As election day neared, canvassing increased, and May provided vans to drive voters in the city's most transit-dependent ward to early voting[image: External link] locations downtown. May also sponsored a free barbecue and concert on April 13, the first day of early-voting.[39] May also began to focus less on fund-raising. During the month of March, Ward 8 candidate Eugene Kinlow raised more funds than May. Although May had spent nearly $228,000 already, she still had $40,000 on hand. Her best-funded opponent, Kinlow, had just $5,000.[40]

By the campaign's end, May had raised nearly $270,000.[41]
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 Election results




Turnout in the Ward 8 special election on April 28, 2015, was especially high, with more than 6,200 ballots cast by the ward's nearly 52,000 voters.[42][43] That was nearly 75 percent of the turnout in the 2014 mayoral primary—far exceeding expectations. Preliminary election results released late in the evening on April 28 showed LaRuby May with 1,711 votes and Trayon White with 1,559 votes, a difference of just 152 ballots. Although May outspent White 16-to-1, election observers said White had surged late in the race as an "anti-establishment vote" and that he had consolidated much of his support by drawing it from other candidates in the crowded field.[42]

However, with 1,031 provisional[image: External link] and absentee ballots[image: External link] yet to be counted, the District of Columbia Board of Elections (BOE) said the outcome of the race was too close to call. Under D.C. election law, voters who engaged in same-day registration[image: External link], whose current address did not match the one on file with the BOE, or those who voted in the wrong precinct now had 10 days to come forward and show proof of residency so that their votes would count. The Washington Post said its analysis showed White needed to win 65 percent of the provisional and absentee ballots to prevail.[44] By May 7, with 823 provisional and absentee ballots counted, May led White by 80 votes. Two-hundred-and-seventeen provisional ballots remained uncounted, but the BOE said the deadline set by election law required voters to show proof of residency by 5 PM on Friday, May 9, to have their ballot count.[45]

On May 9, the D.C. Board of Elections announced its final, unofficial ballot count in the Ward 8 special election. After counting 951 of the 1,031 provisional and absentee ballots, the BOE declared that LaRuby May won the election with 1,955 votes to Trayon White's 1,876—a margin of 79 votes, or 1.08 percent of all ballots cast. May picked up 244 votes (25.66 percent of all provisional and absentee ballots), and White 317 (33.33 percent of all provisional and absentee ballots cast). Under D.C. law, a winning margin of less than 1 percent creates an automatic recount, an outcome May avoided.[46]

The BOE said it would certify the Ward 8 special election on May 14, 2015, and The Washington Post said May would likely be sworn in as a D.C. council member at that time. White said he would ask for a recount. But the BOE said that May would be able to take her seat immediately after the election is certified and she is sworn in, and that she would be able to begin council work right away. The BOE indicated that White's request for a recount would have to wait until the certification was made.[46]

The D.C. Board of Elections certified the election results on May 14, 2015. May won with 1,955 votes to White's 1,877, a difference of 78 votes.[47]

White initially asked for a recount on May 22. But just a few hours after the recount began on May 28, he asked the Board of Elections to suspend its recount.[48][b]
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 Council term




LaRuby may was sworn in as the Ward 8 council member on May 14, 2015. The D.C. District Council had delivered three serious defeats to Mayor Bowser's budget and political goals in the past four months, and May was expected to help tip the balance of power on the Council heavily in Bowser's favor.[36] On June 1, she was appointed to the council's committees on Housing and Community Development, Health and Human Services, and the Judiciary.[50] According to the Washington City Paper, May pushed hard to reopen discussions on council budget compromises reached (but not enacted) before she was elected. May then strongly supported Bowser's budget initiatives, helping to defeat a push by Council Chairman Phil Mendelson to phase in tax cuts in July 2015 instead of the planned February 2016 date.[51]

By April 2016, the Washington City Paper said, May had become "one of Muriel Bowser's most reliable votes on the Council."[52]
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 Crime and violence




Violence in Ward 8 proved to be one of the biggest issues May confronted in her first term. By July 29, 80 homicides occurred in the city—30 of them in May's ward. "I've been a council member for 72 days, and I've already been to seven or eight funerals for people younger than me," May said.[53] May discovered that no crime prevention program existed in her ward, that youth at risk of becoming involved in crime rarely participated in programs to help them, and neighborhood public safety meetings were so poorly attended that, she said, "it's not even worth having a meeting because people are not involved."[53] To respond to the sharp increase in violence, May began holding "pop-up" events in different neighborhoods of her ward once a week during the D.C. Council recess. Each pop-up had May on-site meeting with residents, free food, and representatives from city government agencies and job placement agencies to assist residents in obtaining social services, medical care, or employment assistance. Private donors paid for the pop-ups. The pop-ups, The Washington Post said, also served as means of bolstering support for May in the ward, and as a means of registering new voters and obtaining voter contact information for May's likely renomination in the D.C. primary in June 2016.[54]

In June 2015, May strongly supported a proposal by Mayor Bowser which would allow the Metropolitan Police Department to temporarily close for 96 hours any business suspected of selling "synthetic drugs".[55][c] Bower's bill would also allow for temporary closure of a business for up to 30 days if a business were caught selling synethic drugs a second time, and imposition of a $100,000 fine (five times the current penalty). The District of Columbia Department of Consumer and Regulatory Affairs would also be given the authority revoke the license of any business caught selling the chemicals.[55]

May also strongly supported Mayor Bowser's anti-crime package, and stood with Bowser in August 2015 at a shuttered school in the Congress Heights neighborhood as the mayor tried to build public support for the bill. But Bowser's speech was interrupted by activists with the Black Lives Matter[image: External link] movement, who also criticized May for her lack of response to the 95 percent increase in homicides in Ward 8. [57] When the Council went back into session on September 16, 2015, after its summer break, May continued to strongly support the mayor's anti-crime package. During a Judiciary Committee hearing, May demanded that the council consider a "holistic approach" to the issue of crime and violence that would focus on education and jobs as well as traditional crime prevention and policing.[58] May later voted in favor of compromise legislation whose centerpiece was a counseling, job training, and stipend program aimed at 200 of the city's most at-risk residents which would encourage them to avoid criminal enterprises. May worked with council member Jack Evans to amend[image: External link] the bill to enhance penalties for crimes committed on the Washington Metro[image: External link], Metrobus[image: External link], in city parks, and at city recreation centers. The amendment was defeated after Judiciary Committee chair Kenyan McDuffie pointed out that such penalties due little to deter crime and have not been enforced in D.C. The anti-crime package then passed the council on January 15, 2016. The bill would spend $3.9 million in fiscal 2016 and $25.6 million through fiscal 2019. The Bowser administration notified the council that it had no funds to implement the bill.[59]

After D.C. special education teacher Alonzo Smith died in November 2015 while in the custody of security guards at an apartment building, May co-sponsored McDuffie's bill which to increase "special police" training to 24 hours from 16; require additional training in emergency procedures, interactions with tourists, and responses to terrorism to 32 hours from 24 hours; and require new training on how to de-escalate conflict, how to interact with people with disabilities or mental health problems, and how to avoid biased policing.[60] During hearings on the bill, May characterized the training which the city's 17,000 security guards and special police receive as not rigorous, and suggested that landlords and employers tended to use such guards only in buildings which predominantly served or housed African Americans.[61]

May also became concerned with graffiti[image: External link], and in January 2016 co-sponsored a bill with Council member Brandon Todd (Ward 4) which would increase the fine for making graffiti to $2,500 from $250, and add a possible prison sentence of up to 180 days. The bill would increase the fine for "intent to graffiti" charge, to a range of $500 to $2,500 from an existing range of $100 to $1,000.[62]
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 Cannabis clubs




May also wrestled with the issue of "cannabis clubs". District residents had overwhelmingly voted in November 2014 to legalize the personal use of marijuana[image: External link]. But under federal law, landlords who received Section 8[image: External link] money to provide subsidized or free housing to the poor could evict anyone who used marijuana in these homes. Members of the public attempted to establish "cannabis clubs", where people could smoke marijuana away from the home. Fearful of a backlash in Congress, Mayor Bowser convinced the district council to enact emergency legislation in March 2015 temporarily banning cannabis clubs for 90 days.[63][64] A majority of D.C. voters, and a majority of Ward 8 residents,[65] backed the cannabis club concept. Bowser asked the council for extensions on the ban several times, and council complied.

On January 5, 2016, the council considered legislation to approve cannabis clubs. On an initial vote, May voted to approve the clubs.[63][64] But after 30 minutes of intense lobbying by Mayor Bowser,[66] May reversed her vote.[63][64][65]

Reporter Aaron C. Davis of The Washington Post implied that May dared not oppose the mayor on the issue for fear of losing Bowser's financial backing in her reelection campaign.[65] Davis said that many Ward 8 voters supported marijuana legalization because they felt that the police unfairly target African Americans for using it, and that May's reversal would anger her supporters.[65] May declined to explain her vote to The Washington Post, and the newspaper believed she might yet support cannabis clubs when a final vote on the measure came before the council in February 2016.[66]
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 D.C. Fire and EMS Department




Severe budgetary, administrative, personnel, and operations problems have plagued the District of Columbia Fire and Emergency Medical Services Department for years, resulting in the unnecessary death of residents, accidents, and embarrassing equipment breakdowns.[67]

The council Judiciary Committee has oversight over the D.C. Fire and EMS Department. May missed the June 30, 2015, vote during which the committee voted to forward for approval the nomination of Acting District Fire Chief Gregory Dean to the full council. May also missed Dean's presentation on how he would improve the department.[68] Dean was unanimously confirmed (with May present and voting) on July 14, 2015.[69]

Dean identified an immediate need for more ambulances to meet city needs. Mayor Bowser asked the council for authority to contract with private ambulance services to provide this service. During hearings on the issue on October 1, May excoriated the DCFEMS for a "100 percent negative" experience while being transported during an emergency. "They mistreated me. They dogged me out. They said inappropriate language, inappropriate comments the entire time I was in the ambulance. Once they got me stable, I refused to continue to be transported by that ambulance." May also expressed her concern that private ambulance services would not treat African Americans or poor people with respect and dignity.[70]
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 Basketball practice facility




Ward 8 has long suffered from a lack of economic development activity on the part of the city and private enterprise.[71]

To help boost economic activity in the area, in mid-September 2015 Mayor Bowser announced a deal whereby the city would build a sports arena on the St. Elizabeths Hospital[image: External link] campus in Congress Heights. The District agreed to pay $23 million of the cost of the $55 million arena, which would be used as a practice facility by the Washington Wizards[image: External link] Washington Mystics[image: External link] professional basketball teams. Events DC[image: External link], the taxpayer funded quasi-public corporation which operates Robert F. Kennedy Memorial Stadium[image: External link], agreed to provide $27 million, while the Wizards/Mystics organization said its share was $5 million, bringing the total taxpayer contribution to 90 percent of the cost.[72] Ted Leonsis[image: External link], owner of the two teams, said he would also kick in $10 million in "redevelopment and community philanthropic" grants and initiatives.[72] May said she completely backed the Bowser plan for the arena.[73] In March 2016, May announced her opposition to legislation which would limit taxpayer spending in the event of cost overruns for the facility.[74]
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 PEPCO study




In April 2014, the midwestern energy utility Exelon[image: External link] announced it was merging with Pepco, the regional mid-Atlanic energy utility which provides most of the power and natural gas to District of Columbia residents.[75] On August 24, 2015, the District of Columbia Public Service Commission[image: External link] denied Pepco's petition to merge. The commission expressed deep concern over Pepco's lack of representation on the executive committee at Exelon, Exelon's commitment to coal-fired electrical generation (which is not in conformity with the District's policy of sustainable energy[image: External link]), and the potential for Exelon to force rate increases on D.C. residents.[76][d]

As the approval process played out, the district council considered ways to intervene. A majority of the council was concerned that the merger would not benefit local residents, but several council members were unwilling to take action to circumvent the public service commission process. Council member Mary Cheh proposed legislation which would fund a $250,000 study to see if the city should purchase Pepco and turn it into a public utility[image: External link]. At-Large council member Anita Bonds proposed a substitution in the form of an amendment that would have defunded the study. May supported Bonds, as did council membeer Vincent Orange, a former Pepco executive.[51][77]
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 Other legislation




May was active on a wide range of legislative activities in addition to the above. When the issue of illegal dirt bike[image: External link] racing on city streets became a crime and safety issue shortly after she joined the council, she proposed that instead of increasing penalties and fines that the city open a dirt bike racing park. When pressed, May could not say where the park should be located.[78] May also supported Cheh's assisted suicide[image: External link] bill,[79] arguing that it contained the necessary safeguards and did not interfere with religious belief.[80] In September 2015, she co-sponsored a bill by council member Brianne Nadeau which would strip Advisory Neighborhood Commission members of their office if they missed more than three meetings in a row.[81]

May also supported Bowser during the FreshPAC scandal. Under existing city law, political action committees[image: External link] (PACs) were barred from accepting more than $500 from any individual or corporation during an election cycle. But the election cycle was defined as an election year, and this loophole in the law permitted PACs to raise unlimited funds in non-election years. After Bowser's election in November 2015, she and her political allies formed FreshPAC (named for Bowser's pledge to bring a "fresh start" to corruption-plagued politics in the city). The group raised nearly $350,000 by late August, and set a goal of $1 million by the end of 2015. The possibility that FreshPAC would injection extremely large sums of money into local political races alarmed many in the city, especially when it became clear that donors to FreshPAC were Bowser administration appointees, had won or were bidding on contracts with the city, had expensive real estate development deals pending before city agencies, or were lobbyists with whom Bowser had shown an inappropriate friendliness.[82] The district council quickly began considering a bill to close the loophole. On October 19, 2015, this legislation passed the council 11 to 2. The only council members voting against the bill were Brandon Todd (Bowser's former campaign director) and May—both of whom, The Washington Post pointed out, where facing an election in June 2016 and who needed Bowser's financial support.[83] FreshPAC shut down, and returned all donations to their contributors.[82]

May also authored a bill requiring the city to study the impact on children when a parent is imprisoned and provide recommendations to the city on how to help these children (it easily passed in November 2015),[84] and introduced a bill to rename the Columbus Day[image: External link] holiday as "Indigenous Peoples' Day".[85]

On June 21, 2016, May and fellow outgoing Council member Yvette Alexander provided the critical margin of victory in a 7-to-6 vote defeating a D.C. campaign finance reform bill which would have barred any person or contractor who donated to a city council election campaign from receiving a city contract worth $100,000 or more.[86]
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 Political activities




May was involved in only a few political activities which brought media attention. In October 2015, she and seven other council members signed a letter asking Congress to not renew the D.C. Opportunity Scholarship program,[87] a federally funded private school voucher program imposed on the city by Congress in 2004. The legislation gave 1,700 low-income students in the District up to $7,500 a year so that they could attend a private school in the city or nearby jurisdictions.[88] Kevin Chavous[image: External link], then a council member representing Ward 7, was the only member of the council to support the federal law.[89]

Despite her opposition to the voucher program, May threw her support behind Democrats for Education Reform-D.C. (DFER-D.C.), an education PAC. The PAC was supported by Democrats for Education Reform[image: External link], a "staunchly pro-charter and anti-teachers union[image: External link]"[90] national political action committee which is largely funded by Wall Street[image: External link].[91] The group was co-founded by Chavous, who also once served as its chair.[92] DFER-D.C. was supported by Mayor Bowser along with council members McDuffie and Todd and former Mayor Anthony A. Williams. The PAC said it would spend significant sums of money on candidates who supported its agenda.[91]
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 Committees




May was appointed to the following committees for Council Period 21 (January 2015 to December 2016):[93]


	Committee on Health and Human Services

	Committee on the Judiciary

	Committee on Housing and Community Development
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 2016 general election





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 June primary




May announced in mid-January 2016 that she was running for reelection to her Ward 8 council seat for a full term. Between August 1, 2015 and January 31, 2016, she raised more than $90,000 to spend on the June 14, 2016, Democratic Party primary.[94][95] May was immediately endorsed by D.C. Mayor Muriel Bowser, who donated $500 (the maximum permitted) to May's campaign.[94]

May's special election opponent, Trayon White, announced he would challenge May for reelection on February 8, 2016.[96] White was endorsed by Karl Racine, Attorney General of the District of Columbia[image: External link],[94][96] and by former 2015 Democratic Primary opponents Marion Christopher Barry[image: External link] (son of the late mayor and former Ward 8 council member),[94][96] Jauhar Abraham, and Stuart Anderson (who became White's 2016 primary campaign manager)[96] Will Sommer, political reporter for the Washington City Paper, wrote on February 8 that no other candidates were expected to file in the race.[96]

By March 2015, May had raised $183,000 for her reelection bid.[52]

May lost the Democratic nomination to Trayon White, 51 percent to 43 percent (4,272 votes to 3,584 votes).[97][98]
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 Personal life




May has lived in the District of Columbia since 1997,[3] and in Ward 8 since 2002.[6] She is a member of Allen Chapel African Methodist Episcopal Church[image: External link].[19]
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 Electoral results
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 2015






	2015 Council of the District of Columbia, Ward8[image: External link], Special election[image: External link]



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	LaRuby May
	1,955
	27



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Trayon "WardEight" White[image: External link]
	1,877
	26



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Sheila Bunn
	741
	10



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Eugene D. Kinlow
	693
	9



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Natalie Williams
	683
	9



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Marion C. Barry[image: External link]
	554
	8



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	"S.S." Sandra Seegars
	331
	5



	
	
	6 others and write-in
	443
	6
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 2016






	2016 Council of the District of Columbia, Ward8[image: External link], Democratic Party[image: External link] Primary election[image: External link]



	Party
	Candidate
	Votes
	%



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Trayon "Ward Eight" White
	4,272
	51



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	LaRuby May
	3,584
	43



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Aaron Holmes
	280
	3



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Bonita Goode
	75
	1



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Maurice T. Dickens
	70
	1



	
	Democratic[image: External link]
	Write-in[image: External link]
	30
	0
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	Notes





	
^ D.C. campaign finance law limited corporations to a single $500 donation to each candidate for office. However, if an individual controlled more than one Limited Liability Company[image: External link] (or LLC), each LLC could give a $500 donation—effectively allowing the individual to circumvent the law.[28]


	
^ The BOE and several news outlets estimated the cost of a recount at $50 per precinct. This number was incorrect; as the BOE noted in a letter to White, the D.C. Code says $50 per precinct is only the down-payment required by law. The BOE advised White it estimated the cost of a full recount at $7,360. According to the Washington City Paper, a single day's recount cost $2,276.80, and as "White watched the recount bill balloon in May, he called off the recount early."[49] White subsequently alleged that the BOE "duped him on the cost of a full recount".[49]


	
^ According to the New York State Department of Health[image: External link], "A synthetic drug is a drug with properties and effects similar to a known hallucinogen or narcotic but having a slightly altered chemical structure, especially such a drug created in order to evade restrictions against illegal substances."[56]


	
^ Exelon owns several nuclear power plants, whose electricity is sold at unregulated market rates. The D.C. commission feared that if Exelon lost money on its nuclear operations, it would ask D.C. residents—who did not benefit from the nuclear power—to pick up the tab.[76]
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The United States House of Representatives is the lower chamber[image: External link] of the United States Congress which, along with the Senate, composes the legislature[image: External link] of the United States.

The composition and powers of the House are established by Article One of the United States Constitution. The House is composed of representatives who sit in congressional districts which are allocated to each of the 50 states on a basis of population as measured by the U.S. Census, with each district entitled one representative. Since its inception in 1789, all representatives are elected popularly. The total number of voting representatives[image: External link] is fixed by law[image: External link] at 435.[1] As of the 2010 Census, the largest delegation is that of California[image: External link], with fifty-three representatives; seven states have the smallest delegation possible, a single representative: Alaska, Delaware, Montana, North Dakota, South Dakota, Vermont, and Wyoming.[2]

The House is charged with the passage of federal legislation[image: External link], known as bills[image: External link], which, after concurrence by the Senate, are sent to the President for consideration. In addition to this basic power, the House has certain exclusive powers which include the power to initiate all bills related to revenue, the impeachment[image: External link] of federal officers, who are sent to trial in the Senate, and in cases wherein no candidate receives a majority of electors[image: External link] for President, the duty falls upon the House to elect one of the top three recipients of electors for that office, with one vote given to each state for that purpose.[3][4]

The presiding officer is the Speaker of the House, who is elected by the members thereof and is therefore traditionally the leader of the controlling party. He or she and other floor leaders[image: External link] are chosen by the Democratic Caucus[image: External link] or the Republican Conference[image: External link], depending on whichever party[image: External link] has more voting members. The House meets in the south wing of the United States Capitol.
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 History




Main article: History of the United States House of Representatives[image: External link]


Under the Articles of Confederation[image: External link], the Congress of the Confederation was a unicameral[image: External link] body in which each state was equally represented, and in which each state had a veto over most action. After eight years of a more limited confederal[image: External link] government under the Articles, numerous political leaders, such as James Madison and Alexander Hamilton, initiated the Constitutional Convention in 1787, which received the Confederation Congress's sanction to "amend the Articles of Confederation". All states except Rhode Island agreed to send delegates.

The issue of how to structure Congress was one of the most divisive among the founders during the Convention. Edmund Randolph[image: External link]'s Virginia Plan[image: External link] called for a bicameral[image: External link] Congress: the lower house would be "of the people", elected directly by the people of the United States and representing public opinion[image: External link], and a more deliberative upper house that would represent the individual states, and would be less susceptible to variations of mass sentiment, would be elected by the lower house.[5]

The House is referred to as the lower house[image: External link], with the Senate being the upper house[image: External link], although the United States Constitution does not use that terminology. Both houses' approval is necessary for the passage of legislation[image: External link]. The Virginia Plan drew the support of delegates from large states such as Virginia[image: External link], Massachusetts, and Pennsylvania, as it called for representation based on population. The smaller states, however, favored the New Jersey Plan[image: External link], which called for a unicameral Congress with equal representation for the states.[5]

Eventually, the Convention reached the Connecticut Compromise[image: External link], or the Great Compromise, under which one house of Congress (the House of Representatives) would provide representation proportional to each state's population, whereas the other (the Senate) would provide equal representation amongst the states.[5] The Constitution was ratified by the requisite number of states (nine out of the 13) in 1788, but its implementation was set for March 4, 1789. The House began work on April 1, 1789, when it achieved a quorum[image: External link] for the first time.

During the first half of the 19th century, the House was frequently in conflict with the Senate over regionally divisive issues, including slavery. The North was much more populous than the South[image: External link], and therefore dominated the House of Representatives. However, the North held no such advantage in the Senate, where the equal representation of states prevailed.

Regional conflict was most pronounced over the issue of slavery. One example of a provision repeatedly supported by the House but blocked by the Senate was the Wilmot Proviso[image: External link], which sought to ban slavery in the land gained during the Mexican–American War. Conflict over slavery and other issues persisted until the Civil War (1861–1865), which began soon after several southern states attempted to secede[image: External link] from the Union. The war culminated in the South's defeat and in the abolition of slavery. Because all southern senators except Andrew Johnson[image: External link] resigned their seats at the beginning of the war, the Senate did not have the balance of power between North and South during the war.

The years of Reconstruction that followed witnessed large majorities for the Republican Party[image: External link], which many Americans associated with the Union's victory in the Civil War and the ending of slavery. The Reconstruction period ended in about 1877; the ensuing era, known as the Gilded Age, was marked by sharp political divisions in the electorate. The Democratic[image: External link] and the Republican Party held majorities in the House at various times.

The late 19th and early 20th centuries also saw a dramatic increase in the power of the Speaker of the House. The rise of the Speaker's influence began in the 1890s, during tenure of Republican Thomas Brackett Reed[image: External link]. " Czar[image: External link] Reed", as he was nicknamed, attempted to put into effect his view that "The best system is to have one party govern and the other party watch." The leadership structure of the House also developed during approximately the same period, with the positions of Majority Leader[image: External link] and Minority Leader[image: External link] being created in 1899. While the Minority Leader was the head of the minority party, the Majority Leader remained subordinate to the Speaker. The Speakership reached its zenith during the term of Republican Joseph Gurney Cannon[image: External link], 1903 to 1911. The powers of the Speaker included chairmanship of the influential Rules Committee[image: External link] and the ability to appoint members of other House committees. These powers, however, were curtailed in the "Revolution of 1910" because of the efforts of Democrats and dissatisfied Republicans who opposed Cannon's arguably heavy-handed tactics.

The Democratic Party dominated the House of Representatives during the administration of President Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link] (1933–1945), often winning over two-thirds of the seats. Both Democrats and Republicans were in power at various times during the next decade. The Democratic Party maintained control of the House from 1955 until 1995. In the mid-1970s, there were major reforms of the House, strengthening the power of sub-committees at the expense of committee chairs and allowing party leaders to nominate committee chairs. These actions were taken to undermine the seniority system, and to reduce the ability of a small number of senior members to obstruct legislation they did not favor. There was also a shift from the 1990s to greater control of the legislative program by the majority party; the power of party leaders (especially the Speaker) grew considerably.

The Republicans took control of the House[image: External link] in 1995, under the leadership of Speaker Newt Gingrich[image: External link]. Gingrich attempted to pass a major legislative program, the Contract with America[image: External link], on which the House Republicans had been elected, and made major reforms of the House, notably reducing the tenure of committee chairs to three two-year terms. Many elements of the Contract did not pass Congress, were vetoed by President Bill Clinton[image: External link], or were substantially altered in negotiations with Clinton. The Republicans held on to the House until 2006, when the Democrats won control and Nancy Pelosi[image: External link] was subsequently elected by the House as the first female Speaker. The Republicans retook the House in 2011, with the largest shift of power since the 1930s.[7]
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 Apportionment




Main article: United States congressional apportionment[image: External link]


Under Article I, Section 2 of the Constitution[image: External link], seats in the House of Representatives are apportioned[image: External link] among the states by population, as determined by the census conducted every ten years. Each state, however, is entitled to at least one Representative.

The only constitutional rule relating to the size of the House[image: External link] states: "The Number of Representatives shall not exceed one for every thirty Thousand, but each State shall have at Least one Representative."[8] Congress regularly increased the size of the House to account for population growth until it fixed the number of voting House members at 435 in 1911.[1] The number was temporarily increased to 437 in 1959 upon the admission of Alaska and Hawaii[image: External link] (seating one representative from each of those states without changing existing apportionment), and returned to 435 four years later, after the reapportionment consequent to the 1960 census[image: External link].

The Constitution does not provide for the representation of the District of Columbia or of territories. The District of Columbia and the territories of Puerto Rico, American Samoa, Guam[image: External link], the Northern Mariana Islands, and the U.S. Virgin Islands[image: External link] are each represented by one non-voting delegate[image: External link]. Puerto Rico elects a Resident Commissioner[image: External link], but other than having a four-year term, the Resident Commissioner's role is identical to the delegates from the other territories. The five Delegates and Resident Commissioner may participate in debates; prior to 2011,[9] they were also allowed to vote in committees and the Committee of the Whole[image: External link] when their votes would not be decisive.[10]
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 Redistricting




Main article: Redistricting[image: External link]


States that are entitled to more than one Representative are divided into single-member[image: External link] districts. This has been a federal statutory requirement since 1967.[11] Prior to that law, general ticket[image: External link] representation was used by some states.

States typically redraw district boundaries[image: External link] after each census, though they may do so at other times, such as the 2003 Texas redistricting[image: External link]. Each state determines its own district boundaries, either through legislation or through non-partisan panels. " Malapportionment[image: External link]" is unconstitutional and districts must be approximately equal in population (see Wesberry v. Sanders[image: External link]). Additionally, Section 2 of the Voting Rights Act of 1965[image: External link] prohibits redistricting plans that are intended to, or have the effect of, discriminating against racial or language minority voters.[12] Aside from malapportionment and discrimination against racial or language minorities, federal courts have allowed state legislatures to engage in gerrymandering[image: External link] for the benefit of political parties or incumbents.[13][14] In a 1984 case, Davis v. Bandemer[image: External link], the Supreme Court held that gerrymandered districts could be struck down on the basis of the Equal Protection Clause[image: External link], but the Court did not articulate a standard for when districts are impermissibly gerrymandered. However, the court overruled Davis in 2004 in Vieth v. Jubelirer[image: External link], and Court precedent currently holds gerrymandering to be a political question[image: External link]. According to calculations made by Burt Neuborne[image: External link] using criteria set forth by the American Political Science Association[image: External link], about 40 seats, less than 10% of the House membership, are chosen through a genuinely contested electoral process, given bipartisan gerrymandering.[15][16]
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Article I, Section 2 of the Constitution sets three qualifications for representatives. Each representative must: (1) be at least twenty-five years old; (2) have been a citizen[image: External link] of the United States for the past seven years; and (3) be (at the time of the election) an inhabitant of the state they represent. Members are not required to live in the district they represent, but they traditionally do.[17] The age and citizenship qualifications for representatives are less than those for senators. The constitutional requirements of Article I, Section 2 for election to Congress are the maximum requirements that can be imposed on a candidate.[18] Therefore, Article I, Section 5, which permits each House to be the judge of the qualifications of its own members does not permit either House to establish additional qualifications. Likewise a State could not establish additional qualifications.

Disqualification: under the Fourteenth Amendment[image: External link], a federal or state officer who takes the requisite oath to support the Constitution, but later engages in rebellion or aids the enemies of the United States, is disqualified from becoming a representative. This post–Civil War provision was intended to prevent those who sided with the Confederacy[image: External link] from serving. However, disqualified individuals may serve if they gain the consent of two-thirds of both houses of Congress.
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 Elections




Elections for representatives are held in every even-numbered year, on Election Day[image: External link] the first Tuesday after the first Monday in November. By law, Representatives must be elected from single-member districts[image: External link]. After a census is taken (in a year ending in 0), the year ending in 2 is the first year in which elections for U.S. House districts are based on that census (with the Congress based on those districts starting its term on the following Jan. 3).

In most states, major party candidates for each district are nominated in partisan primary elections[image: External link], typically held in spring to late summer. In some states, the Republican and Democratic parties choose their respective candidates for each district in their political conventions[image: External link] in spring or early summer, which often use unanimous voice votes to reflect either confidence in the incumbent or the result of bargaining in earlier private discussions. Exceptions can result in so-called floor fight—convention votes by delegates, with outcomes that can be hard to predict. Especially if a convention is closely divided, a losing candidate may contend further by meeting the conditions for a primary election.

The courts generally do not consider ballot access[image: External link] rules for independent and third party[image: External link] candidates to be additional qualifications for holding office and there are no federal regulations regarding ballot access. As a result, the process to gain ballot access varies greatly from state to state, and, in the case of a third party[image: External link] may be affected by results of previous years' elections.

In 1967, the United States Congress passed the Uniform Congressional District Act, which requires almost all representatives be elected from single-member-districts,[19][20] Following the Wesberry v. Sanders[image: External link] decision, Congress was motivated by fears that courts would impose at-large plurality districts[image: External link] on states that did not redistrict to comply with the new mandates for districts roughly equal in population, and Congress also sought to prevent attempts by southern states to use such voting systems to dilute the vote of racial minorities.[21] Several states have used multi-member districts in the past, although only two states (Hawaii and Maine) used multi-member districts in 1967.[20] Hawaii and Maine were made exempt from the Uniform Congressional District Act, and are free to use multi-member districts, although neither state chooses to do so.[20]

Louisiana[image: External link] is unique in that it holds an all-party "primary election" on the general Election Day with a subsequent runoff election[image: External link] between the top two finishers (regardless of party) if no candidate received a majority in the primary. The states of Washington[image: External link] and California now use a similar (though not identical) system to that used by Louisiana. Seats vacated during a term are filled through special elections, unless the vacancy occurs closer to the next general election date than a pre-established deadline. The term of a member chosen in a special election usually begins the next day, or as soon as the results are certified.
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 Non-voting delegates




Additionally, Washington D.C.[image: External link] and the five inhabited U.S. territories each elect a non-voting delegate. With the exception of the Resident Commissioner of Puerto Rico[image: External link], each representative and delegate serves for a two-year term. They have a voice on the floor, but cannot vote there.
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 Terms




Representatives and Delegates serve for two-year terms, while the Resident Commissioner[image: External link] serves for four years. The Constitution permits the House to expel a member with a two-thirds vote. In the history of the United States, only five members have been expelled from the House; in 1861, three were removed for supporting the Confederate states' secession: John Bullock Clark[image: External link] (D-MO), John William Reid[image: External link] (D-MO), and Henry Cornelius Burnett[image: External link] (D-KY). Michael Myers[image: External link] (D-PA) was expelled after his criminal conviction for accepting bribes in 1980, and James Traficant[image: External link] (D-OH) was expelled in 2002 following his conviction for corruption.[22] The House also has the power to formally censure[image: External link] or reprimand its members; censure or reprimand of a member requires only a simple majority, and does not remove that member from office.
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 Comparison to the Senate




As a check on the regional, popular, and rapidly changing politics of the House, the Senate has several distinct powers. For example, the "advice and consent[image: External link]" powers (such as the power to approve treaties[image: External link]) are a sole Senate privilege.[23] The House, however, has the exclusive power to initiate bills for raising revenue, to impeach officials, and to choose the President in the event that a presidential candidate fails to get a majority of the Electoral College votes.[24] The Senate and House are further differentiated by term lengths and the number of districts represented: the Senate has longer terms of six years, fewer members (currently one hundred, two for each state), and (in all but seven delegations) larger constituencies per member. The Senate is informally referred to as the "upper" house, and the House of Representatives as the "lower" house.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Salary and benefits
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 Salaries




As of December 2014, the annual salary of each Representative is $[image: External link]174,000.[25][26] The Speaker of the House and the Majority[image: External link] and Minority Leaders[image: External link] earn more: $223,500 for the Speaker and $193,400 for their party leaders (the same as Senate leaders).[26] A cost-of-living-adjustment[image: External link] (COLA) increase takes effect annually unless Congress votes to not accept it. Congress sets members' salaries; however, the Twenty-seventh Amendment to the United States Constitution[image: External link] prohibits a change in salary (but not COLA[27]) from taking effect until after the next election of the whole House. Representatives are eligible for retirement benefits after serving for five years.[28] Outside pay is limited to 15% of congressional pay, and certain types of income involving a fiduciary responsibility or personal endorsement are prohibited.[26]
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 Titles




Representatives use the prefix "The Honorable[image: External link]" before their names. A member of the House is referred to as a Representative, Congressman, or Congresswoman. While Senators are members of Congress, the terms Congressman and Congresswoman are not generally used by them.
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 Pension




All members of Congress are automatically (without the option of withdrawal) enrolled in the Federal Employees Retirement System[image: External link], a pension system also used for federal civil servants. They become eligible to receive benefits after five years of service (two and one-half terms in the House). The FERS is composed of three elements:


	Social Security[image: External link]

	The FERS basic annuity, a monthly pension plan based on the number of years of service and the average of the three highest years of basic pay

	The Thrift Savings Plan[image: External link], a 401(k)[image: External link]-like defined contribution plan[image: External link] for retirement account into which participants can deposit up to a maximum of $17,000 in 2012.[needs update[image: External link]] Their employing agency matches employee contributions[image: External link] up to 5% of pay.



Members of Congress may retire with full benefits at age 62 after five years of service, at age 50 after twenty years of service, and at any age after twenty-five years of service. They may retire with reduced benefits at ages 55 to 59 after five years of service. Depending on birth year, they may receive a reduced pension after ten years of service if they are between 55 years and 57 years of age.[29]
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 Tax deductions




Members of Congress are permitted to deduct up to $3,000 of living expenses per year incurred while living away from their district or home state.[30]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Health benefits




Prior to 2014, members of Congress and their staff had access to essentially the same health benefits as federal civil servants; they could voluntarily enroll in the Federal Employees Health Benefits Program[image: External link] (FEHBP), an employer-sponsored health insurance program, and were eligible to participate in other programs, such as the Federal Flexible Spending Account Program (FSAFEDS).[31]

However, Section 1312(d)(3)(D) of the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act[image: External link] (ACA) provided that the only health plans that the federal government can make available to members of Congress and certain congressional staff are those created under the ACA or offered through a health care exchange[image: External link]. The Office of Personnel Management[image: External link] promulgated a final rule to comply with Section 1312(d)(3)(D).[31] Under the rule, effective January 1, 2014, members and designated staff are no longer able to purchase FEHBP plans as active employees.[31] However, if members enroll in a health plan offered through a Small Business Health Options Program (SHOP) exchange, they remain eligible for an employer contribution toward coverage, and members and designated staff who are eligible for retirement may enroll in a FEHBP plan upon retirement.[31]

The ACA and the final rule do not affect members' or staffers' eligibility for Medicare[image: External link] benefits.[31] The ACA and the final rule also do not affect members' and staffers' eligibility for other health benefits related to federal employment, so current members and staff are eligible to participate in FSAFEDS (which has three options within the program), the Federal Employees Dental and Vision Insurance Program, and the Federal Long Term Care Insurance Program.[31]

There is an Office of the Attending Physician[image: External link] at the U.S. Capitol, which current members may seek health care from for an annual fee.[31] The attending physician provides routine exams, consultations, and certain diagnostics, and may write prescriptions (although it does not dispense them).[31] The office does not provide vision or dental care.[31]

Current members (but not their dependents, and not former members) may also receive medical and emergency dental care at military treatment facilities.[31] There is no charge for outpatient care if it is provided in the National Capital Region[image: External link], but members are billed at full reimbursement rates (set by the Department of Defense) for inpatient care.[31] (Outside the National Capital Region, charges are at full reimbursement rates for both inpatient and outpatient care).[31]
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 Personnel, mail and office expenses




House members are eligible for a Member's Representational Allowance (MRA) to support them in their official and representational duties to their district. The MRA is calculated based on three components: one for personnel, one for official office expenses and one for official or franked mail. The personnel allowance is the same for all members; the office and mail allowances vary based on the members' district's distance from Washington, D.C., the cost of office space in the member's district, and the number of non-business addresses in their district. These three components are used to calculate a single MRA that can fund any expense—even though each component is calculated individually, the franking allowance can be used to pay for personnel expenses if the member so chooses. In 2011 this allowance averaged $1.4 million per member, and ranged from $1.35 to $1.67 million.[32]

The Personnel allowance was $944,671 per member in 2010. Each member may employ no more than 18 permanent employees. Members' employees' salary is capped at $168,411 as of 2009.[32]
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 Travel allowance




Each member-elect and one staffer can be paid for one round trip between their home in their congressional district and Washington, D.C. for organization caucuses.[32]
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 Officers
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 Member officials




The party[image: External link] with a majority of seats in the House is known as the majority party[image: External link]. The next-largest party is the minority party. The Speaker, committee chairs, and some other officials are generally from the majority party; they have counterparts (for instance, the "ranking members" of committees) in the minority party.

The Constitution provides that the House may choose its own Speaker.[33] Although not explicitly required by the Constitution, every Speaker has been a member of the House. The Constitution does not specify the duties and powers of the Speaker, which are instead regulated by the rules and customs of the House. Speakers have a role both as a leader of the House and the leader of their party (which need not be the majority party; theoretically, a member of the minority party[image: External link] could be elected as Speaker with the support of a fraction of members of the majority party). Under the Presidential Succession Act[image: External link] (1947), the Speaker is second in the line of presidential succession[image: External link] behind the Vice President.

The Speaker is the presiding officer of the House but does not preside over every debate. Instead, s/he delegates the responsibility of presiding to other members in most cases. The presiding officer sits in a chair in the front of the House chamber. The powers of the presiding officer are extensive; one important power is that of controlling the order in which members of the House speak. No member may make a speech or a motion unless s/he has first been recognized by the presiding officer. Moreover, the presiding officer may rule on a "point of order[image: External link]" (a member's objection that a rule has been breached); the decision is subject to appeal to the whole House.

Speakers serve as chairs of their party's steering committee, which is responsible for assigning party members to other House committees. The Speaker chooses the chairmen of standing committees, appoints most of the members of the Rules Committee[image: External link], appoints all members of conference committees, and determines which committees consider bills.

Each party elects a floor leader[image: External link], who is known as the Majority Leader[image: External link] or Minority Leader[image: External link]. The Minority Leader heads his party in the House, and the Majority Leader is his party's second-highest-ranking official, behind the Speaker. Party leaders decide what legislation members of their party should either support or oppose.

Each party also elects a whip[image: External link], who works to ensure that the party's members vote as the party leadership desires. The current majority whip[image: External link] in the House of Representatives is Steve Scalise[image: External link], who is a member of the Republican Party[image: External link]. The current minority whip[image: External link] is Steny Hoyer[image: External link], who is a member of the Democratic Party[image: External link]. The whip is supported by chief deputy whips[image: External link].

In the 112th Congress, the Democratic Party has an additional Assistant Minority Leader, Jim Clyburn[image: External link], who ranks between the whips and the caucus/conference chair.

After the whips, the next ranking official in the House party's leadership is the Party Conference Chair[image: External link] (styled as the Republican Conference Chair and Democratic Caucus Chair).

After the Conference Chair, there are differences between each party's subsequent leadership ranks. After the Democratic Caucus Chair is the Campaign Committee Chair (Democratic Congressional Campaign Committee[image: External link]), then the co-chairs of the Steering Committee. For the Republicans it is the Chair of the House Republican Policy Committee[image: External link], followed by the Campaign Committee Chairman (styled as the National Republican Congressional Committee[image: External link]).

The chairs of House committees[image: External link], particularly influential standing committees such as Appropriations[image: External link], Ways and Means[image: External link], and Rules[image: External link], are powerful but not officially part of House leadership hierarchy. Until the post of Majority Leader was created, the Chair of Ways and Means was the de facto majority leader.
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 Leadership and partisanship




When the Presidency and Senate are controlled by a different party from the one controlling the House, the Speaker can become the de facto "leader of the opposition". Some notable examples include Tip O'Neill[image: External link] in the 1980s, Newt Gingrich[image: External link] in the 1990s, and John Boehner[image: External link] and Paul Ryan[image: External link] in the 2010s. Since the Speaker is a partisan officer with substantial power to control the business of the House, the position is often used for partisan advantage.

In the instance when the Presidency and both Houses of Congress are controlled by one party, the Speaker normally takes a low profile and defers to the President. For that situation the House Minority Leader can play the role of a de facto "leader of the opposition", often more so than the Senate Minority Leader, due to the more partisan nature of the House and the greater role of leadership.
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 Non-member officials




The House is also served by several officials who are not members. The House's chief officer is the Clerk[image: External link], who maintains public records, prepares documents, and oversees junior officials, including pages[image: External link], until the junior position's discontinuation in 2011. The Clerk also presides over the House at the beginning of each new Congress pending the election of a Speaker. Another officer is the Chief Administrative Officer[image: External link], responsible for the day-to-day administrative support to the House of Representatives. This includes everything from payroll to foodservice[image: External link].

The position of Chief Administrative Officer[image: External link] (CAO) was created by the 104th Congress[image: External link] following the 1994 mid-term elections[image: External link], replacing the positions of Doorkeeper[image: External link] and Director of Non-Legislative and Financial Services (created by the previous congress to administer the non-partisan functions of the House). The CAO also assumed some of the responsibilities of the House Information Services, which previously had been controlled directly by the Committee on House Administration[image: External link], then headed by Representative Charlie Rose[image: External link] of North Carolina, along with the House "Folding Room".

The Chaplain[image: External link] leads the House in prayer[image: External link] at the opening of the day. There is also a Sergeant at Arms[image: External link], who as the House's chief law enforcement officer maintains order and security on House premises. Finally, routine police work is handled by the United States Capitol Police[image: External link], which is supervised by the Capitol Police Board[image: External link], a body to which the Sergeant at Arms belongs.
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 Procedure




Main article: Procedures of the United States House of Representatives[image: External link]
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 Daily procedures




Like the Senate, the House of Representatives meets in the United States Capitol in Washington, D.C. At one end of the chamber of the House is a rostrum[image: External link] from which the Speaker, Speaker Pro Tempore, or (when in the Committee of the Whole) the Chair presides.[34] The lower tier of the rostrum is used by clerks and other officials. Members' seats are arranged in the chamber in a semicircular pattern facing the rostrum and are divided by a wide central aisle.[35] By tradition, Democrats sit on the left of the center aisle, while Republicans sit on the right, facing the presiding officer's chair.[36] Sittings are normally held on weekdays; meetings on Saturdays and Sundays are rare. Sittings of the House are generally open to the public; visitors must obtain a House Gallery pass from a congressional office.[37] Sittings are broadcast live on television and have been streamed live on C-SPAN since March 19, 1979,[38] and on HouseLive, the official streaming service operated by the Clerk, since the early 2010s.

The procedure of the House depends not only on the rules, but also on a variety of customs, precedents, and traditions. In many cases, the House waives some of its stricter rules (including time limits on debates) by unanimous consent[image: External link].[39] A member may block a unanimous consent agreement; in practice, objections are rare. The presiding officer, the Speaker of the House[image: External link] enforces the rules of the House, and may warn members who deviate from them. The Speaker uses a gavel[image: External link] to maintain order.[40] The box in which legislation is placed to be considered by the House is called the hopper[image: External link].[41]

In one of its first resolutions, the U.S. House of Representatives established the Office of the Sergeant at Arms[image: External link]. In an American tradition adopted from English custom in 1789 by the first Speaker of the House, Frederick Muhlenberg[image: External link] of Pennsylvania, the Mace of the United States House of Representatives[image: External link] is used to open all sessions of the House. It is also used during the inaugural ceremonies for all Presidents of the United States. For daily sessions of the House, the sergeant at Arms carries the mace in front of the Speaker in procession to the rostrum[image: External link]. It is placed on a green marble pedestal to the Speaker's right. When the House is in committee, the mace is moved to a pedestal next to the desk of the Sergeant at Arms.[42]

The Constitution provides that a majority of the House constitutes a quorum[image: External link] to do business.[43] Under the rules and customs of the House, a quorum is always assumed present unless a quorum call[image: External link] explicitly demonstrates otherwise. House rules prevent a member from making a point of order that a quorum is not present unless a question is being voted on. The presiding officer does not accept a point of order of no quorum during general debate, or when a question is not before the House.[44]

During debates, a member may speak only if called upon by the presiding officer. The presiding officer decides which members to recognize, and can therefore control the course of debate.[45] All speeches must be addressed to the presiding officer, using the words "Mr. Speaker" or "Madam Speaker". Only the presiding officer may be directly addressed in speeches; other members must be referred to in the third person. In most cases, members do not refer to each other only by name, but also by state, using forms such as "the gentleman from Virginia", "the distinguished gentlewoman from California", or "my distinguished friend from Alabama".

There are 448 permanent seats on the House Floor and four tables, two on each side. These tables are occupied by members of the committee that have brought a bill to the floor for consideration and by the respective party leadership. Members address the House from microphones at any table or "the well," the area immediately in front of the rostrum.[46]
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 Passage of legislation




Per the constitution, the House determines the rules according to which it passes legislation. The rules are in principle open to change with each new Congress, but in practice each new session amends a standing set of rules built up over the history of the body in an early resolution published for public inspection.[47] Before legislation reaches the floor of the House, the Rules Committee[image: External link] normally passes a rule to govern debate on that measure (which then must be passed by the full House before it becomes effective). For instance, the committee determines if amendments to the bill are permitted. An "open rule" permits all germane amendments, but a "closed rule" restricts or even prohibits amendment. Debate on a bill is generally restricted to one hour, equally divided between the majority and minority parties. Each side is led during the debate by a "floor manager", who allocates debate time to members who wish to speak. On contentious matters, many members may wish to speak; thus, a member may receive as little as one minute, or even thirty seconds, to make his/her point.[48]

When debate concludes, the motion in question is put to a vote. In many cases, the House votes by voice vote; the presiding officer puts the question, and members respond either "yea" or "aye" (in favor of the motion) or "nay" or "no" (against the motion). The presiding officer then announces the result of the voice vote. A member may however challenge the presiding officer's assessment and "request the yeas and nays" or "request a recorded vote". The request may be granted only if it is seconded by one-fifth of the members present. In practice, however, members of congress second requests for recorded votes as a matter of courtesy. Some votes are always recorded, such as those on the annual budget.[49]

A recorded vote may be taken in one of three different ways. One is electronically. Members use a personal identification card to record their votes at 46 voting stations in the chamber. Votes are usually held in this way. A second mode of recorded vote is by teller. Members hand in colored cards to indicate their votes: green for "yea", red for "nay", and orange for "present" (i.e., to abstain). Teller votes are normally held only when electronic voting breaks down. Finally, the House may conduct a roll call vote[image: External link]. The Clerk reads the list of members of the House, each of whom announces their vote when their name is called. This procedure is only used rarely (such as for the election of a Speaker) because of the time consumed by calling over four hundred names.[49]

Voting traditionally lasts for, at most, fifteen minutes, but it may be extended if the leadership needs to "whip" more members into alignment.[49] The 2003 vote on the prescription drug benefit was open for three hours, from 3:00 to 6:00 a.m., to receive four additional votes, three of which were necessary to pass the legislation.[50] The 2005 vote on the Central American Free Trade Agreement[image: External link] was open for one hour, from 11:00 p.m. to midnight.[51] An October 2005 vote on facilitating refinery construction was kept open for forty minutes.[52]

Presiding officers may vote like other members. They may not, however, vote twice in the event of a tie; rather, a tie vote defeats the motion.[53]
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 Committees




Further information: United States congressional committee[image: External link] and List of current United States House of Representatives committees[image: External link]


The House uses committees and their subcommittees for a variety of purposes, including the review of bills and the oversight of the executive branch. The appointment of committee members is formally made by the whole House, but the choice of members is actually made by the political parties. Generally, each party honors the preferences of individual members, giving priority on the basis of seniority. Historically, membership on committees has been in rough proportion to the party's strength in the House as a whole, with two exceptions: on the Rules Committee, the majority party fills nine of the thirteen seats;[54] and on the Ethics Committee, each party has an equal number of seats.[55] However, when party control in the House is closely divided, extra seats on committees are sometimes allocated to the majority party. In the 109th Congress, for example, the Republicans controlled about 53% of the House as a whole, but had 54% of the Appropriations Committee members, 55% of the members on the Energy and Commerce Committee, 58% of the members on the Judiciary Committee, and 69% of the members on the Rules Committee.

The largest committee of the House is the Committee of the Whole[image: External link], which, as its name suggests, consists of all members of the House. The Committee meets in the House chamber; it may consider and amend bills, but may not grant them final passage. Generally, the debate procedures of the Committee of the Whole are more flexible than those of the House itself. One advantage of the Committee of the Whole is its ability to include otherwise non-voting members of Congress.

Most committee work is performed by twenty standing committees, each of which has jurisdiction over a specific set of issues, such as Agriculture or Foreign Affairs. Each standing committee considers, amends, and reports bills that fall under its jurisdiction. Committees have extensive powers with regard to bills; they may block legislation from reaching the floor of the House. Standing committees also oversee the departments and agencies of the executive branch. In discharging their duties, standing committees have the power to hold hearings and to subpoena[image: External link] witnesses and evidence.

The House also has one permanent committee that is not a standing committee, the Permanent Select Committee on Intelligence[image: External link], and from time to time may establish committees that are temporary and advisory in nature, such as the Select Committee on Energy Independence and Global Warming[image: External link]. This latter committee, created in the 110th Congress and reauthorized for the 111th, has no jurisdiction over legislation and must be chartered anew at the start of every Congress. The House also appoints members to serve on joint committees, which include members of the Senate and House. Some joint committees oversee independent government bodies; for instance, the Joint Committee on the Library oversees the Library of Congress. Other joint committees serve to make advisory reports; for example, there exists a Joint Committee on Taxation[image: External link]. Bills and nominees are not referred to joint committees. Hence, the power of joint committees is considerably lower than those of standing committees.

Each House committee and subcommittee is led by a chairman (always a member of the majority party). From 1910 to the 1970s, committee chairs were powerful. Woodrow Wilson[image: External link] in his classic study,[56] suggested:


Power is nowhere concentrated; it is rather deliberately and of set policy scattered amongst many small chiefs. It is divided up, as it were, into forty-seven seigniories, in each of which a Standing Committee is the court-baron and its chairman lord-proprietor. These petty barons, some of them not a little powerful, but none of them within the reach of the full powers of rule, may at will exercise almost despotic sway within their own shires, and may sometimes threaten to convulse even the realm itself.



From 1910 to 1975 committee and subcommittee chairmanship was determined purely by seniority; congressmembers sometimes had to wait 30 years to get one, but their chairship was independent of party leadership. The rules were changed in 1975 to permit party caucuses[image: External link] to elect chairs, shifting power upward to the party leaders. In 1995, Republicans under Newt Gingrich[image: External link] set a limit of three two-year terms for committee chairs. The chair's powers are extensive; they control the committee/subcommittee agenda, and may prevent the committee from dealing with a bill. The senior member of the minority party is known as the Ranking Member. In some committees like Appropriations, partisan disputes are few.
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 Legislative functions




Most bills may be introduced in either House of Congress. However, the Constitution states, "All Bills for raising Revenue shall originate in the House of Representatives". As a result of the Origination Clause[image: External link], the Senate cannot initiate bills imposing taxes. This provision barring the Senate from introducing revenue bills is based on the practice of the British Parliament[image: External link], in which only the House of Commons[image: External link] may originate such measures. Furthermore, congressional tradition holds that the House of Representatives originates appropriation bills[image: External link].

Although it cannot originate revenue bills, the Senate retains the power to amend or reject them. Woodrow Wilson[image: External link] wrote the following about appropriations bills:[57]


[T]he constitutional prerogative of the House has been held to apply to all the general appropriations bills, and the Senate's right to amend these has been allowed the widest possible scope. The upper house may add to them what it pleases; may go altogether outside of their original provisions and tack to them entirely new features of legislation, altering not only the amounts but even the objects of expenditure, and making out of the materials sent them by the popular chamber measures of an almost totally new character.



The approval of the Senate and the House of Representatives is required for a bill to become law. Both Houses must pass the same version of the bill; if there are differences, they may be resolved by a conference committee[image: External link], which includes members of both bodies. For the stages through which bills pass in the Senate, see Act of Congress[image: External link].

The President may veto[image: External link] a bill passed by the House and Senate. If he does, the bill does not become law unless each House, by a two-thirds vote, votes to override the veto.
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 Checks and balances




The Constitution provides that the Senate's "advice and consent[image: External link]" is necessary for the President to make appointments and to ratify treaties. Thus, with its potential to frustrate Presidential appointments, the Senate is more powerful than the House.

The Constitution empowers the House of Representatives to impeach[image: External link] federal officials for " Treason[image: External link], Bribery[image: External link], or other high Crimes[image: External link] and Misdemeanors[image: External link]" and empowers the Senate to try such impeachments. The House may approve "articles of impeachment" by a simple majority vote; however, a two-thirds vote is required for conviction in the Senate. A convicted official is automatically removed from office and may be disqualified from holding future office under the United States. No further punishment is permitted during the impeachment proceedings; however, the party may face criminal penalties in a normal court of law.

In the history of the United States, the House of Representatives has impeached sixteen officials, of whom seven were convicted. (Another, Richard Nixon[image: External link], resigned after the House Judiciary Committee[image: External link] passed articles of impeachment[image: External link] but before a formal impeachment vote by the full House.) Only two Presidents of the United States have ever been impeached: Andrew Johnson[image: External link] in 1868 and Bill Clinton[image: External link] in 1998. Both trials ended in acquittal; in Johnson's case, the Senate fell one vote short of the two-thirds majority required for conviction.

Under the Twelfth Amendment[image: External link], the House has the power to elect the President if no presidential candidate receives a majority of votes in the Electoral College[image: External link]. The Twelfth Amendment requires the House to choose from the three candidates with the highest numbers of electoral votes. The Constitution provides that "the votes shall be taken by states, the representation from each state having one vote." It is rare for no presidential candidate to receive a majority of electoral votes. In the history of the United States, the House has only had to choose a President twice. In 1800, which was before the adoption of the Twelfth Amendment[image: External link], it elected Thomas Jefferson over Aaron Burr[image: External link]. In 1824, it elected John Quincy Adams[image: External link] over Andrew Jackson[image: External link] and William H. Crawford[image: External link]. If no presidential candidate receives a majority of the electoral votes, the Senate elects the Vice President from the two candidates with the highest numbers of electoral votes.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Latest election results and current party standings




See also: United States House of Representatives elections, 2016[image: External link] and 115th United States Congress[image: External link]
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 Current standing






	Affiliation
	Members
	Delegates/resident

commissioner

(non-voting)
	State

majorities



	
	Republican Party[image: External link]
	238
	2
	32



	
	Democratic Party[image: External link]
	193
	3
	12



	
	Independent
	0
	1
	0



	
	Vacant
	4
	0
	



	Total
	435
	6
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 End of previous Congress






	Affiliation
	Members
	Delegates/resident

commissioner

(non-voting)
	State

majorities



	
	Republican Party[image: External link]
	233
	0
	33



	
	Democratic Party[image: External link]
	199
	5
	16



	
	Independent
	0
	1[58]
	0



	
	Vacant
	3
	0
	



	Total
	435
	6
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 See also





	House Trade Working Group[image: External link]

	United States Presidents and control of Congress[image: External link]

	U.S. representative bibliography (congressional memoirs)[image: External link]

	Women in the United States House of Representatives[image: External link]
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Eleanor Holmes Norton






Eleanor Holmes Norton (born June 13, 1937) is a Delegate[image: External link] to the United States Congress representing the District of Columbia. As a non-voting member of the U.S. House of Representatives, Norton may serve on committees[image: External link] as well as speak on the House floor; however, she is not permitted to vote on the final passage of any legislation.
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 Early life and career accomplishments




Eleanor Holmes was born in Washington, D.C., the daughter of Vela (née Lynch), a schoolteacher, and Coleman Holmes, a civil servant. She attended Antioch College[image: External link] (B.A. 1960), Yale University[image: External link] (M.A. in American Studies 1963)[1] and Yale Law School[image: External link] (Law 1964).[2]

While in college and graduate school, she was active in the civil rights movement[image: External link] and an organizer for the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee[image: External link]. By the time she graduated from Antioch, she had already been arrested for organizing and participating in sit-ins in Washington, D.C., Maryland, and Ohio. While in law school, she traveled to Mississippi for the Mississippi Freedom Summer[image: External link] and worked with civil rights stalwarts like Medgar Evers[image: External link]. Her first encounter with a recently released but physically beaten Fannie Lou Hamer[image: External link] forced her to bear witness to the intensity of violence and Jim Crow[image: External link] repression in the South.[3] Her time with the SNCC inspired her lifelong commitment to social activism and her budding sense of feminism. She contributed the piece "For Sadie and Maud" to the 1970 anthology Sisterhood is Powerful: An Anthology of Writings From The Women's Liberation Movement[image: External link], edited by Robin Morgan[image: External link].[4][5] Norton was on the founding advisory board of the Women's Rights Law Reporter[image: External link] (founded 1970), the first legal periodical[image: External link] in the United States to focus exclusively on the field of women’s rights law. In the early 1970s, Norton was a signer of the Black Woman’s Manifesto, a classic document of the Black feminist[image: External link] movement.[6]

Upon graduation from law school, she worked as a law clerk[image: External link] to Federal District Court[image: External link] Judge[image: External link] A. Leon Higginbotham, Jr.[image: External link][1] In 1965, she became the assistant legal director of the American Civil Liberties Union[image: External link], a position she held until 1970.[7] In 1970, Norton represented sixty female employees of Newsweek who had filed a claim with the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission that Newsweek had a policy of only allowing men to be reporters.[8] The women won, and Newsweek agreed to allow women to be reporters.[8]

Holmes Norton specialized in freedom of speech[image: External link] cases, and her work included winning a Supreme Court case on behalf of the National States' Rights Party[image: External link],[9] a victory she put into perspective in an interview with one of the District of Columbia Bar's website editors: "I defended the First Amendment, and you seldom get to defend the First Amendment by defending people you like ... You don’t know whether the First Amendment is alive and well until it is tested by people with despicable ideas. And I loved the idea of looking a racist in the face—remember this was a time when racism was much more alive and well than it is today—and saying, 'I am your lawyer, sir, what are you going to do about that?'"[1] Norton worked as an adjunct assistant professor at New York University Law School[image: External link] from 1970 to 1971.[10] In 1970, Mayor John Lindsay[image: External link] appointed her as the head of the New York City[image: External link] Human Rights Commission, and she held the first hearings in the country on discrimination against women.[11] Prominent feminists from throughout the country came to New York City to testify, while Norton used the platform as a means of raising public awareness about the application of the Civil Rights Act of 1964[image: External link] to women and sex discrimination.[3]

Appointed by President Jimmy Carter[image: External link] as the first female Chair of the U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission[image: External link] in 1977,[7] Norton released the EEOC's first set of regulations outlining what constituted sexual harassment and declaring that sexual harassment was indeed a form of sexual discrimination that violated federal civil rights laws.[12][13]

She has also served as a senior fellow of the Urban Institute[image: External link].[14] Norton became a professor at Georgetown University Law Center[image: External link] in 1982.[7] During this time, she was a vocal anti-apartheid activist in the U.S., and was a part of the Free South Africa Movement[image: External link].

In 1990, Norton, along with 15 other African American women and one man, formed African-American Women for Reproductive Freedom[image: External link].[15]

She contributed the piece "Notes of a Feminist Long Distance Runner" to the 2003 anthology Sisterhood Is Forever: The Women's Anthology for a New Millennium[image: External link], edited by Robin Morgan[image: External link].[16]

She received a Foremother Award for her lifetime of accomplishments from the National Research Center for Women & Families[image: External link] in 2011.[17]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Delegate to Congress




See also: District of Columbia voting rights


Norton was elected in 1990 as a Democratic[image: External link] delegate to the House of Representatives and uses the title "Congresswoman."[18] She defeated city council member Betty Ann Kane[image: External link] in the primary despite the last-minute revelation that Norton and her husband, both lawyers, had failed to file D.C. income tax returns between 1982 and 1989.[19] The Nortons paid over $80,000 in back taxes and fines.[20][21] Her campaign manager was Donna Brazile[image: External link].[21] The delegate position was open because Del. Walter Fauntroy[image: External link] was running for mayor rather than seeking reelection.[22] Norton received 39 percent of the vote in the Democratic primary election,[23] and 59 percent of the vote in the general election.[24] Norton took office on January 3, 1991, and has been reelected every two years since.[22]

Delegates to Congress[image: External link] are entitled to sit in the House of Representatives and vote in committee, and to offer amendments in the Committee of the Whole[image: External link], but they are not allowed to take part in legislative floor votes.[25][26] The District and four U.S. territories— Guam[image: External link], American Samoa, the Northern Mariana Islands, and the U.S. Virgin Islands[image: External link]—send delegates to Congress; the Resident Commissioner of Puerto Rico[image: External link] has the same rights as delegates.[25]

William Thomas[image: External link] and the White House Peace Vigil[image: External link] inspired Norton to introduce the Nuclear Disarmament and Economic Conversion Act, which would require the United States to disable and dismantle its nuclear weapons when all other nations possessing nuclear weapons do likewise.[27] Norton has been introducing a version of the bill since 1994.[27]

Legislation strongly supported by Norton that would grant the District of Columbia a voting representative in the House, the District of Columbia House Voting Rights Act of 2009[image: External link], was passed by the United States Senate on February 26, 2009. However the legislation stalled in the House and failed to pass prior to the end of the 111th Congress[image: External link].

The legislation proposed in 2009 did not grant Norton the right to vote in the 111th Congress, as she would have had to remain in her elected office of delegate[image: External link] for the duration of her two-year term.[28]

In September 2010, the national press criticized Norton after the release of a voice message in which she solicits campaign funds from a lobbyist who represents a project that she oversees. Norton countered that the message was typical of appeals made by all members of Congress and that the call was made from campaign offices not paid for by taxpayers.[29] In March 2012, the public radio series This American Life[image: External link] featured the voicemail message at the start of a program on lobbying titled "Take the Money and Run for Office".[30]

In May 2012, Norton was blocked from testifying on an anti-abortion bill in her district—the second time she has been blocked from speaking about abortion. She insisted that it was a denial of a common courtesy. Representative Jerrold Nadler[image: External link] supported Norton's protest, saying "Never in my 20 years as a member of Congress have I seen a colleague treated so contemptuously."[31][32][33]

In August 2014, after the D.C. Board of Elections voted to put a question about marijuana legalization on the ballot in November 2014, Norton vowed to defend against any congressional attempt to stop the District from voting on the issue and to, if approved, fight any attempt to prevent implementation.[34]

She is a member of the Congressional Progressive Caucus[image: External link] and the Congressional Black Caucus[image: External link].
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 Committee assignments





	
Committee on Oversight and Government Reform[image: External link]

	Subcommittee on Federal Workforce, Post Office, and the District of Columbia[image: External link]

	Subcommittee on Information Policy, Census, and National Archives[image: External link]





	
Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure[image: External link]

	Subcommittee on Aviation[image: External link]

	Subcommittee on Economic Development, Public Buildings and Emergency Management[image: External link]

	Subcommittee on Water Resources and Environment[image: External link]
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 Legislation sponsored





	On July 8, 2013 Norton sponsored H.R. 2611[image: External link] (An act to designate the Douglas A. Munro Coast Guard Headquarters Building (H.R. 2611; 113th Congress)[image: External link]) to name the new Coast Guard headquarters after Munro, the United States Coast Guard's only Medal of Honor[image: External link] recipient.[35]


	On October 28, 2013 Norton sponsored H.R. 3343[image: External link] (To amend the District of Columbia Home Rule Act to clarify the rules regarding the determination of the compensation of the Chief Financial Officer of the District of Columbia[image: External link]), a bill that would increase the cap on D.C.'s CFO pay from $199,700 to around $250,000.[36][37]


	On March 10, 2014, Norton sponsored the District of Columbia Courts, Public Defender Service, and Court Services and Offender Supervision Agency Act of 2014 (H.R. 4185; 113th Congress)[image: External link], a bill that would make changes to the District of Columbia Official Code that governs the D.C. Courts system.[38][39] Norton argued that the bill "will help make our local justice process more efficient and, therefore, more effective for the residents of the District."[40]
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 Legislation supported





	Norton supported the Digital Accountability and Transparency Act of 2014 (S. 994; 113th Congress)[image: External link], a bill that would make information on federal expenditures[image: External link] more easily accessible and transparent.[41] The bill would require the U.S. Department of the Treasury to establish common standards for financial data provided by all government agencies and to expand the amount of data that agencies must provide to the government website, USASpending. Norton said that the bill "will improve the quality of data that agencies make available about their spending."[42]


	Norton supported the bill "To amend the Act entitled An Act to regulate the height of buildings in the District of Columbia[image: External link] to clarify the rules of the District of Columbia regarding human occupancy of penthouses above the top story of the building upon which the penthouse is placed" (H.R. 4192[image: External link]). The bill would increase the height limit of penthouses in D.C. to 20 feet, allowing for human occupancy. Norton said that "this bill is not a mandate directing the city to make any changes to penthouses or to its existing comprehensive plan or local zoning laws more generally."[43]
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 Appearances




On July 27, 2006, Norton appeared on the "Better Know a District[image: External link]" segment of Comedy Central[image: External link]'s The Colbert Report[image: External link], in which she spiritedly defended the District of Columbia's claim to being a part of the United States.[44] Norton also appeared on the joint Colbert Report/Daily Show[image: External link] "Midterm Midtacular[image: External link]" special on November 7, 2006.[45] Norton gave further interviews to Stephen Colbert[image: External link] on March 22, 2007,[46] and April 24, 2007, on the subject of representation in the District of Columbia.[47] On February 12, 2008, Colbert and Norton discussed her status as a superdelegate[image: External link] as well as her support of Barack Obama[image: External link] for President.[48] She appeared once again on February 11, 2009 to discuss D.C. representation and promised Colbert that she would make him an honorary citizen of Washington, D.C., and give him a key to the city, if D.C. citizens were given representation. Colbert in turn gave Norton a "TV promise" that he would be there should that happen.[49] Norton made a further appearance on Colbert's show on June 25, 2014, where she discussed the impact that African American democrats had on incumbent Thad Cochran[image: External link]'s primary defeat[image: External link] of Chris McDaniel[image: External link], a Tea Party[image: External link] candidate, as well as Colbert's final episode among a cadre of past guests.[50]

Colbert and Norton maintain a satirical rivalry, with their interviews usually involving Colbert belittling Norton's fight for fair representation of D.C. and, in retaliation, Norton famously questioning Colbert's nationality due to the pronunciation of his surname.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Norton is a regular panelist on the PBS women's news program To the Contrary[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

On June 27, 2008, Norton appeared on Democracy Now![image: External link] to discuss the Supreme Court's ruling in District of Columbia v. Heller,[51] which she strongly opposed. On December 5, 2014, Norton appeared on Hannity[image: External link] to discuss the shooting death of Michael Brown[image: External link] in Ferguson, Missouri[image: External link] on which she admitted she did not read the evidence of the case but criticized the racial profiling young African Americans.[52][53]
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 Legislation regarding the National Football League (NFL) tax exempt status




On October 2, 2014 ABC News reported that Del. Holmes Norton, discussing her co-sponsorship of a bill aimed at changing the National Football League's tax-exempt status, stated: "The NFL greed is so widespread that they’ve chosen to operate as a tax-exempt organization. So we want to take that choice away from them unless, and until, they decide not to profit from a name that has now officially been declared a racial slur.”[54] In essence, Del. Holmes Norton's position was that until the NFL forced the Washington Redskins[image: External link] owner (Daniel Marc Snyder[image: External link]) to change the team name she would support legislation that would change the NFL's tax status thereby costing the league money.[55]
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 In popular culture




Eleanor Holmes Norton is portrayed by Joy Bryant[image: External link] in Amazon Video[image: External link]'s original series Good Girls Revolt[image: External link].[56]

She is featured in the feminist history film She's Beautiful When She's Angry[image: External link].[57][58]
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 See also





	List of African-American United States Representatives[image: External link]

	Women in the United States House of Representatives[image: External link]
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List of United States cities by Population






"List of largest cities in the United States" redirects here. For a list of largest cities by area, see List of United States cities by area[image: External link].

The following is a list of the most populous incorporated places[image: External link] of the United States. As defined by the United States Census Bureau, an "incorporated place[image: External link]" includes a variety of designations, including city[image: External link], town[image: External link], village[image: External link], borough[image: External link], and municipality[image: External link].[1] A few exceptional Census Designated Places (CDPs) are also included in the Census Bureau's listing of incorporated places.[2] Consolidated city-counties[image: External link] represent a distinct type of government that includes the entire population of a county, or county equivalent. Some consolidated city-counties, however, include multiple incorporated places. This list presents only that portion (or "balance") of such consolidated city-counties that are not a part of another incorporated place.

This list refers only to the population of individual municipalities within their defined limits[image: External link], which does not include other municipalities or unincorporated suburban[image: External link] areas within urban agglomerations[image: External link]. A different ranking is evident when considering U.S. metropolitan area populations[image: External link].



United States






The following table lists the 304 incorporated places[image: External link] in the United States with a population of at least 100,000 on July 1, 2015, as estimated by the United States Census Bureau. A city is displayed in bold if it is a state or federal capital, and in italics if it is the most populous city in the state. Five states—Delaware, Maine, Vermont[image: External link], West Virginia and Wyoming—do not have cities with populations of 100,000 or more. The table below contains the following information:


	The city rank by population as of July 1, 2016, as estimated by the United States Census Bureau[3]


	The city name[3]


	The name of the state in which the city lies[3]


	The city population as of July 1, 2016, as estimated by the United States Census Bureau[3]


	The city population as of April 1, 2010, as enumerated by the 2010 United States Census[3]


	The city percent population change from April 1, 2010, to July 1, 2016

	The city land area as of January 1, 2014[4]


	The city population density as of July 1, 2016 (residents per unit of land area)[4]


	The city latitude and longitude coordinates







	2016 rank
	City
	State[5]
	2016 estimate
	2010 Census
	Change
	2014 land area
	2010 population density
	Location



	1
	New York[image: External link][6]
	New York[image: External link]
	8,537,673
	8,175,133
	+4.43%
	302.6 sq mi

783.8 km2
	27,012 per sq mi

10,430 km−2
	40.6643°N 73.9385°W[image: External link]



	2
	Los Angeles[image: External link]
	California
	3,976,322
	3,792,621
	+4.84%
	468.7 sq mi

1,213.9 km2
	8,092 per sq mi

3,124 km−2
	34.0194°N 118.4108°W[image: External link]



	3
	Chicago[image: External link]
	Illinois
	2,704,958
	2,695,598
	+0.35%
	227.6 sq mi

589.6 km2
	11,842 per sq mi

4,572 km−2
	41.8376°N 87.6818°W[image: External link]



	4
	Houston[image: External link][7]
	Texas
	2,303,482
	2,100,263
	+9.68%
	599.6 sq mi

1,552.9 km2
	3,501 per sq mi

1,352 km−2
	29.7805°N 95.3863°W[image: External link]



	5
	Phoenix[image: External link]
	Arizona
	1,615,017
	1,445,632
	+11.72%
	516.7 sq mi

1,338.3 km2
	2,798 per sq mi

1,080 km−2
	33.5722°N 112.0880°W[image: External link]



	6
	Philadelphia[8]
	Pennsylvania
	1,567,872
	1,526,006
	+2.74%
	134.1 sq mi

347.3 km2
	11,379 per sq mi

4,394 km−2
	40.0094°N 75.1333°W[image: External link]



	7
	San Antonio[image: External link]
	Texas
	1,492,510
	1,327,407
	+12.44%
	460.9 sq mi

1,193.8 km2
	2,880 per sq mi

1,112 km−2
	29.4724°N 98.5251°W[image: External link]



	8
	San Diego[image: External link]
	California
	1,406,630
	1,307,402
	+7.59%
	325.2 sq mi

842.2 km2
	4,020 per sq mi

1,552 km−2
	32.8153°N 117.1350°W[image: External link]



	9
	Dallas[image: External link]
	Texas
	1,317,929
	1,197,816
	+10.03%
	340.5 sq mi

881.9 km2
	3,518 per sq mi

1,358 km−2
	32.7757°N 96.7967°W[image: External link]



	10
	San Jose[image: External link]
	California
	1,025,350
	945,942
	+8.39%
	176.6 sq mi

457.3 km2
	5,359 per sq mi

2,069 km−2
	37.2969°N 121.8193°W[image: External link]



	11
	Austin[image: External link]
	Texas
	947,890
	790,390
	+19.93%
	322.48 sq mi

835.2 km2
	2,653 per sq mi

1,024 km−2
	30.3072°N 97.7560°W[image: External link]



	12
	Jacksonville[image: External link][9]
	Florida[image: External link]
	880,619
	821,784
	+7.16%
	747.0 sq mi

1,934.7 km2
	1,120 per sq mi

433 km−2
	30.3370°N 81.6613°W[image: External link]



	13
	San Francisco[image: External link][10]
	California
	870,887
	805,235
	+8.15%
	46.9 sq mi

121.4 km2
	17,179 per sq mi

6,633 km−2
	37.7751°N 122.4193°W[image: External link]



	14
	Columbus[image: External link]
	Ohio
	860,090
	787,033
	+9.28%
	217.2 sq mi

562.5 km2
	3,624 per sq mi

1,399 km−2
	39.9848°N 82.9850°W[image: External link]



	15
	Indianapolis[image: External link][11]
	Indiana
	855,164
	820,445
	+4.23%
	361.4 sq mi

936.1 km2
	2,270 per sq mi

876 km−2
	39.7767°N 86.1459°W[image: External link]



	16
	Fort Worth[image: External link]
	Texas
	854,113
	741,206
	+15.23%
	339.8 sq mi

880.1 km2
	2,181 per sq mi

842 km−2
	32.7795°N 97.3463°W[image: External link]



	17
	Charlotte[image: External link]
	North Carolina
	842,051
	731,424
	+15.12%
	297.7 sq mi

771.0 km2
	2,457 per sq mi

949 km−2
	35.2087°N 80.8307°W[image: External link]



	18
	Seattle[image: External link]
	Washington[image: External link]
	704,352
	608,660
	+15.72%
	83.9 sq mi

217.4 km2
	7,251 per sq mi

2,800 km−2
	47.6205°N 122.3509°W[image: External link]



	19
	Denver[image: External link][12]
	Colorado
	693,060
	600,158
	+15.48%
	153.0 sq mi

396.3 km2
	3,923 per sq mi

1,515 km−2
	39.7618°N 104.8806°W[image: External link]



	20
	El Paso[image: External link]
	Texas
	683,080
	649,121
	+5.23%
	255.2 sq mi

661.1 km2
	2,543 per sq mi

982 km−2
	31.8484°N 106.4270°W[image: External link]



	21
	Washington[13]
	District of Columbia
	681,170
	601,723
	+13.20%
	61.0 sq mi

158.1 km2
	9,856 per sq mi

3,806 km−2
	38.9041°N 77.0171°W[image: External link]



	22
	Boston
	Massachusetts
	673,184
	617,594
	+9.00%
	48.3 sq mi

125.0 km2
	12,793 per sq mi

4,939 km−2
	42.3320°N 71.0202°W[image: External link]



	23
	Detroit[image: External link]
	Michigan[image: External link]
	672,795
	713,777
	−5.74%
	138.8 sq mi

359.4 km2
	5,144 per sq mi

1,986 km−2
	42.3830°N 83.1022°W[image: External link]



	24
	Nashville[image: External link][14]
	Tennessee
	660,388
	601,222
	+9.84%
	475.1 sq mi

1,230.8 km2
	1,265 per sq mi

489 km−2
	36.1718°N 86.7850°W[image: External link]



	25
	Memphis[image: External link]
	Tennessee
	652,717
	646,889
	+0.90%
	315.1 sq mi

816.0 km2
	2,053 per sq mi

793 km−2
	35.1035°N 89.9785°W[image: External link]



	26
	Portland[image: External link]
	Oregon
	639,863
	583,776
	+9.61%
	133.4 sq mi

345.6 km2
	4,375 per sq mi

1,689 km−2
	45.5370°N 122.6500°W[image: External link]



	27
	Oklahoma City[image: External link]
	Oklahoma
	638,367
	579,999
	+10.06%
	606.4 sq mi

1,570.6 km2
	956 per sq mi

369 km−2
	35.4671°N 97.5137°W[image: External link]



	28
	Las Vegas[image: External link]
	Nevada
	632,912
	583,756
	+8.42%
	135.8 sq mi

351.8 km2
	4,298 per sq mi

1,660 km−2
	36.2277°N 115.2640°W[image: External link]



	29
	Louisville[image: External link][15]
	Kentucky
	616,261
	597,337
	+3.17%
	325.2 sq mi

842.4 km2
	1,837 per sq mi

709 km−2
	38.1781°N 85.6667°W[image: External link]



	30
	Baltimore[16]
	Maryland
	614,664
	620,961
	−1.01%
	80.9 sq mi

209.6 km2
	7,672 per sq mi

2,962 km−2
	39.3002°N 76.6105°W[image: External link]



	31
	Milwaukee[image: External link]
	Wisconsin
	595,047
	594,833
	+0.04%
	96.1 sq mi

249.0 km2
	6,188 per sq mi

2,389 km−2
	43.0633°N 87.9667°W[image: External link]



	32
	Albuquerque[image: External link]
	New Mexico
	559,277
	545,852
	+2.46%
	187.7 sq mi

486.2 km2
	2,908 per sq mi

1,123 km−2
	35.1056°N 106.6474°W[image: External link]



	33
	Tucson[image: External link]
	Arizona
	530,706
	520,116
	+2.04%
	226.7 sq mi

587.2 km2
	2,294 per sq mi

886 km−2
	32.1543°N 110.8711°W[image: External link]



	34
	Fresno[image: External link]
	California
	522,053
	494,665
	+5.54%
	113.2 sq mi

293.2 km2
	4,418 per sq mi

1,706 km−2
	36.7827°N 119.7945°W[image: External link]



	35
	Sacramento[image: External link]
	California
	495,234
	466,488
	+6.16%
	97.9 sq mi

253.6 km2
	4,764 per sq mi

1,839 km−2
	38.5666°N 121.4686°W[image: External link]



	36
	Mesa[image: External link]
	Arizona
	484,587
	439,041
	+10.37%
	136.5 sq mi

353.4 km2
	3,218 per sq mi

1,242 km−2
	33.4019°N 111.7174°W[image: External link]



	37
	Kansas City[image: External link]
	Missouri
	481,420
	459,787
	+4.71%
	315.0 sq mi

815.7 km2
	1,460 per sq mi

564 km−2
	39.1252°N 94.5511°W[image: External link]



	38
	Atlanta[image: External link]
	Georgia
	472,522
	420,003
	+12.50%
	133.2 sq mi

344.9 km2
	3,154 per sq mi

1,218 km−2
	33.7629°N 84.4227°W[image: External link]



	39
	Long Beach[image: External link]
	California
	470,130
	462,257
	+1.70%
	50.3 sq mi

130.3 km2
	9,191 per sq mi

3,549 km−2
	33.8091°N 118.1553°W[image: External link]



	40
	Colorado Springs[image: External link]
	Colorado
	465,101
	416,427
	+11.69%
	194.5 sq mi

503.9 km2
	2,141 per sq mi

826 km−2
	38.8673°N 104.7607°W[image: External link]



	41
	Raleigh[image: External link]
	North Carolina
	458,880
	403,892
	+13.61%
	142.9 sq mi

370.1 km2
	2,826 per sq mi

1,091 km−2
	35.8302°N 78.6414°W[image: External link]



	42
	Miami[image: External link]
	Florida[image: External link]
	453,579
	399,457
	+13.55%
	35.9 sq mi

92.9 km2
	11,539 per sq mi

4,455 km−2
	25.7752°N 80.2086°W[image: External link]



	43
	Virginia Beach[image: External link][16]
	Virginia[image: External link]
	452,602
	437,994
	+3.34%
	249.0 sq mi

644.9 km2
	1,759 per sq mi

679 km−2
	36.7793°N 76.0240°W[image: External link]



	44
	Omaha[image: External link]
	Nebraska
	446,970
	408,958
	+9.29%
	127.1 sq mi

329.2 km2
	3,218 per sq mi

1,242 km−2
	41.2647°N 96.0419°W[image: External link]



	45
	Oakland[image: External link]
	California
	420,005
	390,724
	+7.49%
	55.9 sq mi

144.8 km2
	7,004 per sq mi

2,704 km−2
	37.7699°N 122.2256°W[image: External link]



	46
	Minneapolis[image: External link]
	Minnesota
	413,651
	382,578
	+8.12%
	54.0 sq mi

139.8 km2
	7,088 per sq mi

2,737 km−2
	44.9633°N 93.2683°W[image: External link]



	47
	Tulsa[image: External link]
	Oklahoma
	403,090
	391,906
	+2.85%
	196.8 sq mi

509.6 km2
	1,992 per sq mi

769 km−2
	36.1279°N 95.9023°W[image: External link]



	48
	Arlington[image: External link]
	Texas
	392,772
	365,438
	+7.48%
	95.9 sq mi

248.3 km2
	3,811 per sq mi

1,472 km−2
	32.7007°N 97.1247°W[image: External link]



	49
	New Orleans[image: External link][17]
	Louisiana[image: External link]
	391,495
	343,829
	+13.86%
	169.4 sq mi

438.8 km2
	2,029 per sq mi

784 km−2
	30.0686°N 89.9390°W[image: External link]



	50
	Wichita[image: External link]
	Kansas
	389,902
	382,368
	+1.97%
	159.3 sq mi

412.6 km2
	2,400 per sq mi

927 km−2
	37.6907°N 97.3427°W[image: External link]



	51
	Cleveland[image: External link]
	Ohio
	385,809
	396,815
	−2.77%
	77.7 sq mi

201.2 km2
	5,107 per sq mi

1,972 km−2
	41.4781°N 81.6795°W[image: External link]



	52
	Tampa[image: External link]
	Florida[image: External link]
	377,165
	335,709
	+12.35%
	113.4 sq mi

293.7 km2
	3,077 per sq mi

1,182 km−2
	27.9701°N 82.4797°W[image: External link]



	53
	Bakersfield[image: External link]
	California
	376,380
	347,483
	+8.32%
	142.2 sq mi

368.2 km2
	2,444 per sq mi

944 km−2
	35.3212°N 119.0183°W[image: External link]



	54
	Aurora[image: External link]
	Colorado
	361,710
	325,078
	+11.27%
	154.1 sq mi

369.1 km2
	2,110 per sq mi

881 km−2
	39.7082°N 104.8235°W[image: External link]



	55
	Honolulu[image: External link][2]
	Hawaii[image: External link]
	351,792
	337,256
	+4.31%
	60.5 sq mi

156.7 km2
	5,573 per sq mi

2,152 km−2
	21.3259°N 157.8453°W[image: External link]



	56
	Anaheim[image: External link]
	California
	351,043
	336,265
	+4.39%
	49.8 sq mi

129.1 km2
	6,748 per sq mi

2,605 km−2
	33.8555°N 117.7601°W[image: External link]



	57
	Santa Ana[image: External link]
	California
	334,217
	324,528
	+2.99%
	27.3 sq mi

70.6 km2
	11,901 per sq mi

4,595 km−2
	33.7365°N 117.8826°W[image: External link]



	58
	Corpus Christi[image: External link]
	Texas
	325,733
	305,215
	+6.72%
	160.6 sq mi

416.0 km2
	1,900 per sq mi

734 km−2
	27.7543°N 97.1734°W[image: External link]



	59
	Riverside[image: External link]
	California
	324,722
	303,871
	+6.86%
	81.1 sq mi

210.2 km2
	3,745 per sq mi

1,446 km−2
	33.9381°N 117.3932°W[image: External link]



	60
	Lexington[image: External link][18]
	Kentucky
	318,449
	295,803
	+7.66%
	283.6 sq mi

734.6 km2
	1,043 per sq mi

403 km−2
	38.0402°N 84.4584°W[image: External link]



	61
	St. Louis[image: External link][16]
	Missouri
	311,404
	319,294
	−2.47%
	61.9 sq mi

160.3 km2
	5,157 per sq mi

1,991 km−2
	38.6357°N 90.2446°W[image: External link]



	62
	Stockton[image: External link]
	California
	307,072
	291,707
	+5.27%
	61.7 sq mi

159.7 km2
	4,730 per sq mi

1,826 km−2
	37.9763°N 121.3133°W[image: External link]



	63
	Pittsburgh[image: External link]
	Pennsylvania
	303,625
	305,704
	−0.68%
	55.4 sq mi

143.4 km2
	5,521 per sq mi

2,132 km−2
	40.4398°N 79.9766°W[image: External link]



	64
	Saint Paul[image: External link]
	Minnesota
	302,398
	285,068
	+6.08%
	52.0 sq mi

134.6 km2
	5,484 per sq mi

2,118 km−2
	44.9489°N 93.1039°W[image: External link]



	65
	Cincinnati[image: External link]
	Ohio
	298,800
	296,943
	+0.63%
	77.9 sq mi

201.9 km2
	3,810 per sq mi

1,471 km−2
	39.1399°N 84.5064°W[image: External link]



	66
	Anchorage[image: External link][19]
	Alaska
	298,192
	291,826
	+2.18%
	1,704.7 sq mi

4,415.1 km2
	171 per sq mi

66 km−2
	61.2176°N 149.8953°W[image: External link]



	67
	Henderson[image: External link]
	Nevada
	292,969
	257,729
	+13.67%
	107.7 sq mi

279.0 km2
	2,392 per sq mi

924 km−2
	36.0122°N 115.0375°W[image: External link]



	68
	Greensboro[image: External link]
	North Carolina
	287,027
	269,666
	+6.44%
	126.5 sq mi

327.7 km2
	2,131 per sq mi

823 km−2
	36.0965°N 79.8271°W[image: External link]



	69
	Plano[image: External link]
	Texas
	286,057
	259,841
	+10.09%
	71.6 sq mi

185.4 km2
	3,630 per sq mi

1,402 km−2
	33.0508°N 96.7479°W[image: External link]



	70
	Newark
	New Jersey
	281,764
	277,140
	+1.67%
	24.2 sq mi

62.6 km2
	11,458 per sq mi

4,424 km−2
	40.7242°N 74.1726°W[image: External link]



	71
	Lincoln[image: External link]
	Nebraska
	280,364
	258,379
	+8.51%
	89.1 sq mi

230.8 km2
	2,899 per sq mi

1,119 km−2
	40.8090°N 96.6804°W[image: External link]



	72
	Toledo[image: External link]
	Ohio
	278,508
	287,208
	−3.03%
	80.7 sq mi

209.0 km2
	3,559 per sq mi

1,374 km−2
	41.6641°N 83.5819°W[image: External link]



	73
	Orlando[image: External link]
	Florida[image: External link]
	277,173
	238,300
	+16.31%
	102.4 sq mi

265.2 km2
	2,327 per sq mi

899 km−2
	28.4159°N 81.2988°W[image: External link]



	74
	Chula Vista[image: External link]
	California
	267,172
	243,916
	+9.53%
	49.6 sq mi

128.5 km2
	4,915 per sq mi

1,898 km−2
	32.6277°N 117.0152°W[image: External link]



	75
	Irvine[image: External link]
	California
	266,122
	212,375
	+25.31%
	66.1 sq mi

171.2 km2
	3,213 per sq mi

1,240 km−2
	33.6784°N 117.7713°W[image: External link]



	76
	Fort Wayne[image: External link]
	Indiana
	264,488
	253,691
	+4.26%
	110.6 sq mi

286.5 km2
	2,293 per sq mi

885 km−2
	41.0882°N 85.1439°W[image: External link]



	77
	Jersey City[image: External link]
	New Jersey
	264,152
	247,597
	+6.69%
	14.8 sq mi

38.3 km2
	16,737 per sq mi

6,462 km−2
	40.7114°N 74.0648°W[image: External link]



	78
	Durham[image: External link]
	North Carolina
	263,016
	228,330
	+15.19%
	107.4 sq mi

278.1 km2
	2,127 per sq mi

821 km−2
	35.9810°N 78.9056°W[image: External link]



	79
	St. Petersburg[image: External link]
	Florida[image: External link]
	260,999
	244,769
	+6.63%
	61.7 sq mi

159.9 km2
	3,964 per sq mi

1,531 km−2
	27.7620°N 82.6441°W[image: External link]



	80
	Laredo[image: External link]
	Texas
	257,156
	236,091
	+8.92%
	88.9 sq mi

230.3 km2
	2,655 per sq mi

1,025 km−2
	27.5477°N 99.4869°W[image: External link]



	81
	Buffalo[image: External link]
	New York[image: External link]
	256,902
	261,310
	−1.69%
	40.4 sq mi

104.6 km2
	6,471 per sq mi

2,498 km−2
	42.8925°N 78.8597°W[image: External link]



	82
	Madison[image: External link]
	Wisconsin
	252,551
	233,209
	+8.29%
	76.8 sq mi

198.9 km2
	3,037 per sq mi

1,173 km−2
	43.0878°N 89.4301°W[image: External link]



	83
	Lubbock[image: External link]
	Texas
	252,506
	229,573
	+9.99%
	122.4 sq mi

317.0 km2
	1,875 per sq mi

724 km−2
	33.5665°N 101.8867°W[image: External link]



	84
	Chandler[image: External link]
	Arizona
	247,477
	236,123
	+4.81%
	64.4 sq mi

166.8 km2
	3,666 per sq mi

1,415 km−2
	33.2829°N 111.8549°W[image: External link]



	85
	Scottsdale[image: External link]
	Arizona
	246,645
	217,385
	+13.46%
	183.9 sq mi

476.4 km2
	1,182 per sq mi

456 km−2
	33.6687°N 111.8237°W[image: External link]



	86
	Glendale[image: External link]
	Arizona
	245,895
	226,721
	+8.46%
	60.0 sq mi

155.3 km2
	3,780 per sq mi

1,460 km−2
	33.5331°N 112.1899°W[image: External link]



	87
	Reno[image: External link]
	Nevada
	245,255
	225,221
	+8.90%
	103.0 sq mi

266.8 km2
	2,186 per sq mi

844 km−2
	39.4745°N 119.7765°W[image: External link]



	88
	Norfolk[image: External link][16]
	Virginia[image: External link]
	245,115
	242,803
	+0.95%
	54.1 sq mi

140.2 km2
	4,486 per sq mi

1,732 km−2
	36.9230°N 76.2446°W[image: External link]



	89
	Winston–Salem[image: External link]
	North Carolina
	242,203
	229,617
	+5.48%
	132.4 sq mi

343.0 km2
	1,734 per sq mi

669 km−2
	36.1033°N 80.2606°W[image: External link]



	90
	North Las Vegas[image: External link]
	Nevada
	238,702
	216,961
	+10.02%
	101.3 sq mi

262.5 km2
	2,141 per sq mi

827 km−2
	36.2830°N 115.0893°W[image: External link]



	91
	Irving[image: External link]
	Texas
	238,289
	216,290
	+10.17%
	67.0 sq mi

173.6 km2
	3,227 per sq mi

1,246 km−2
	32.8577°N 96.9700°W[image: External link]



	92
	Chesapeake[image: External link][16]
	Virginia[image: External link]
	237,940
	222,209
	+7.08%
	340.8 sq mi

882.7 km2
	652 per sq mi

252 km−2
	36.6794°N 76.3018°W[image: External link]



	93
	Gilbert[image: External link][20]
	Arizona
	237,133
	208,453
	+13.76%
	68.0 sq mi

176.0 km2
	3,067 per sq mi

1,184 km−2
	33.3102°N 111.7422°W[image: External link]



	94
	Hialeah[image: External link]
	Florida[image: External link]
	236,387
	224,669
	+5.22%
	21.5 sq mi

55.6 km2
	10,474 per sq mi

4,044 km−2
	25.8699°N 80.3029°W[image: External link]



	95
	Garland[image: External link]
	Texas
	234,943
	226,876
	+3.56%
	57.1 sq mi

147.8 km2
	3,974 per sq mi

1,535 km−2
	32.9098°N 96.6304°W[image: External link]



	96
	Fremont[image: External link]
	California
	233,136
	214,089
	+8.90%
	77.5 sq mi

200.6 km2
	2,764 per sq mi

1,067 km−2
	37.4944°N 121.9411°W[image: External link]



	97
	Baton Rouge[image: External link][21]
	Louisiana[image: External link]
	227,715
	229,493
	−0.77%
	76.9 sq mi

199.3 km2
	2,982 per sq mi

1,152 km−2
	30.4485°N 91.1259°W[image: External link]



	98
	Richmond[image: External link][16]
	Virginia[image: External link]
	223,170
	204,214
	+9.28%
	59.8 sq mi

154.9 km2
	3,415 per sq mi

1,318 km−2
	37.5314°N 77.4760°W[image: External link]



	99
	Boise[image: External link][22]
	Idaho
	223,154
	205,671
	+8.50%
	79.4 sq mi

205.56 km2
	2,592 per sq mi

1,001 km−2
	43.5985°N 116.2311°W[image: External link]



	100
	San Bernardino[image: External link]
	California
	216,239
	209,924
	+3.01%
	59.2 sq mi

153.3 km2
	3,546 per sq mi

1,369 km−2
	34.1393°N 117.2953°W[image: External link]



	101
	Spokane[image: External link]
	Washington[image: External link]
	215,973
	208,916
	+3.38%
	59.2 sq mi

153.4 km2
	3,526 per sq mi

1,361 km−2
	47.6736°N 117.4166°W[image: External link]



	102
	Des Moines[image: External link]
	Iowa
	215,472
	203,433
	+5.92%
	80.9 sq mi

209.5 km2
	2,516 per sq mi

971 km−2
	41.5739°N 93.6167°W[image: External link]



	103
	Modesto[image: External link]
	California
	212,175
	201,165
	+5.47%
	36.9 sq mi

95.5 km2
	5,456 per sq mi

2,107 km−2
	37.6609°N 120.9891°W[image: External link]



	104
	Birmingham[image: External link]
	Alabama
	212,157
	212,237
	−0.04%
	146.1 sq mi

378.3 km2
	1,453 per sq mi

561 km−2
	33.5274°N 86.7990°W[image: External link]



	105
	Tacoma[image: External link]
	Washington[image: External link]
	211,277
	198,397
	+6.49%
	49.7 sq mi

128.8 km2
	3,990 per sq mi

1,541 km−2
	47.2522°N 122.4598°W[image: External link]



	106
	Fontana[image: External link]
	California
	209,665
	196,069
	+6.93%
	42.4 sq mi

109.9 km2
	4,621 per sq mi

1,784 km−2
	34.1088°N 117.4627°W[image: External link]



	107
	Rochester[image: External link]
	New York[image: External link]
	208,880
	210,565
	−0.80%
	35.8 sq mi

92.7 km2
	5,885 per sq mi

2,272 km−2
	43.1699°N 77.6169°W[image: External link]



	108
	Oxnard[image: External link]
	California
	207,906
	197,899
	+5.06%
	26.9 sq mi

69.7 km2
	7,358 per sq mi

2,841 km−2
	34.2023°N 119.2046°W[image: External link]



	109
	Moreno Valley[image: External link]
	California
	205,499
	193,365
	+6.28%
	51.3 sq mi

132.8 km2
	3,771 per sq mi

1,456 km−2
	33.9233°N 117.2057°W[image: External link]



	110
	Fayetteville[image: External link]
	North Carolina
	204,759
	200,564
	+2.09%
	145.8 sq mi

377.7 km2
	1,375 per sq mi

531 km−2
	35.0851°N 78.9803°W[image: External link]



	111
	Aurora[image: External link]
	Illinois
	201,110
	197,899
	+1.62%
	44.9 sq mi

116.4 km2
	4,404 per sq mi

1,700 km−2
	41.7635°N 88.2901°W[image: External link]



	112
	Glendale[image: External link]
	California
	200,831
	191,719
	+4.75%
	30.5 sq mi

78.9 km2
	6,295 per sq mi

2,431 km−2
	34.1814°N 118.2458°W[image: External link]



	113
	Yonkers
	New York[image: External link]
	200,807
	195,976
	+2.47%
	18.0 sq mi

46.7 km2
	10,880 per sq mi

4,201 km−2
	40.9459°N 73.8674°W[image: External link]



	114
	Huntington Beach[image: External link]
	California
	200,652
	189,992
	+5.61%
	26.7 sq mi

69.3 km2
	7,103 per sq mi

2,742 km−2
	33.6906°N 118.0093°W[image: External link]



	115
	Montgomery[image: External link]
	Alabama
	200,022
	205,764
	−2.79%
	159.6 sq mi

413.3 km2
	1,290 per sq mi

498 km−2
	32.3463°N 86.2686°W[image: External link]



	116
	Amarillo[image: External link]
	Texas
	199,582
	190,695
	+4.66%
	99.5 sq mi

257.6 km2
	1,917 per sq mi

740 km−2
	35.1978°N 101.8287°W[image: External link]



	117
	Little Rock[image: External link]
	Arkansas
	198,541
	193,524
	+2.59%
	119.2 sq mi

308.7 km2
	1,624 per sq mi

627 km−2
	34.7254°N 92.3586°W[image: External link]



	118
	Akron[image: External link]
	Ohio
	197,633
	199,110
	−0.74%
	62.0 sq mi

160.7 km2
	3,210 per sq mi

1,239 km−2
	41.0805°N 81.5214°W[image: External link]



	119
	Columbus[image: External link][23]
	Georgia
	197,485
	189,885
	+4.00%
	216.4 sq mi

560.4 km2
	878 per sq mi

339 km−2
	32.5102°N 84.8749°W[image: External link]



	120
	Augusta[image: External link][24]
	Georgia
	197,081
	195,844
	+0.63%
	302.5 sq mi

783.4 km2
	647 per sq mi

250 km−2
	33.3655°N 82.0734°W[image: External link]



	121
	Grand Rapids[image: External link]
	Michigan[image: External link]
	196,445
	188,040
	+4.47%
	44.4 sq mi

115.0 km2
	4,236 per sq mi

1,635 km−2
	42.9612°N 85.6556°W[image: External link]



	122
	Shreveport[image: External link]
	Louisiana[image: External link]
	194,920
	199,311
	−2.20%
	105.4 sq mi

272.9 km2
	1,891 per sq mi

730 km−2
	32.4670°N 93.7927°W[image: External link]



	123
	Salt Lake City[image: External link]
	Utah
	193,744
	186,440
	+3.92%
	111.1 sq mi

287.8 km2
	1,678 per sq mi

648 km−2
	40.7785°N 111.9314°W[image: External link]



	124
	Huntsville[image: External link]
	Alabama
	193,079
	180,105
	+7.20%
	209.1 sq mi

541.4 km2
	862 per sq mi

333 km−2
	34.7843°N 86.5390°W[image: External link]



	125
	Mobile[image: External link]
	Alabama
	192,904
	195,111
	−1.13%
	139.1 sq mi

360.3 km2
	1,403 per sq mi

542 km−2
	30.6684°N 88.1002°W[image: External link]



	126
	Tallahassee[image: External link]
	Florida[image: External link]
	190,894
	181,376
	+5.25%
	100.2 sq mi

259.6 km2
	1,809 per sq mi

699 km−2
	30.4551°N 84.2534°W[image: External link]



	127
	Grand Prairie[image: External link]
	Texas
	190,682
	175,396
	+8.72%
	72.1 sq mi

186.8 km2
	2,433 per sq mi

939 km−2
	32.6842°N 97.0210°W[image: External link]



	128
	Overland Park[image: External link]
	Kansas
	188,966
	173,372
	+8.99%
	74.8 sq mi

193.8 km2
	2,317 per sq mi

894 km−2
	38.8890°N 94.6906°W[image: External link]



	129
	Knoxville[image: External link]
	Tennessee
	186,239
	178,874
	+4.12%
	98.5 sq mi

255.2 km2
	1,816 per sq mi

701 km−2
	35.9709°N 83.9465°W[image: External link]



	130
	Port St. Lucie[image: External link]
	Florida[image: External link]
	185,132
	164,603
	+12.47%
	114.0 sq mi

295.1 km2
	1,444 per sq mi

558 km−2
	27.2810°N 80.3838°W[image: External link]



	131
	Worcester
	Massachusetts
	184,508
	181,045
	+1.91%
	37.4 sq mi

96.8 km2
	4,845 per sq mi

1,870 km−2
	42.2695°N 71.8078°W[image: External link]



	132
	Brownsville[image: External link]
	Texas
	183,823
	175,023
	+5.03%
	132.3 sq mi

342.7 km2
	1,323 per sq mi

511 km−2
	26.0183°N 97.4538°W[image: External link]



	133
	Tempe[image: External link]
	Arizona
	182,498
	161,719
	+12.85%
	39.9 sq mi

103.4 km2
	4,050 per sq mi

1,564 km−2
	33.3884°N 111.9318°W[image: External link]



	134
	Santa Clarita[image: External link]
	California
	181,972
	176,320
	+3.21%
	52.7 sq mi

136.5 km2
	3,345 per sq mi

1,291 km−2
	34.4049°N 118.5047°W[image: External link]



	135
	Newport News[image: External link][16]
	Virginia[image: External link]
	181,825
	180,719
	+0.61%
	68.7 sq mi

178.0 km2
	2,630 per sq mi

1,015 km−2
	37.0760°N 76.5217°W[image: External link]



	136
	Cape Coral[image: External link]
	Florida[image: External link]
	179,804
	154,305
	+16.53%
	105.7 sq mi

273.7 km2
	1,460 per sq mi

564 km−2
	26.6431°N 81.9973°W[image: External link]



	137
	Providence
	Rhode Island
	179,219
	178,042
	+0.66%
	18.4 sq mi

47.7 km2
	9,676 per sq mi

3,736 km−2
	41.8231°N 71.4188°W[image: External link]



	138
	Fort Lauderdale[image: External link]
	Florida[image: External link]
	178,752
	165,521
	+7.99%
	34.8 sq mi

90.0 km2
	4,761 per sq mi

1,838 km−2
	26.1413°N 80.1439°W[image: External link]



	139
	Chattanooga[image: External link]
	Tennessee
	177,571
	167,674
	+5.90%
	137.2 sq mi

355.2 km2
	1,223 per sq mi

472 km−2
	35.0665°N 85.2471°W[image: External link]



	140
	Rancho Cucamonga[image: External link]
	California
	176,534
	165,269
	+6.82%
	39.9 sq mi

103.2 km2
	4,147 per sq mi

1,601 km−2
	34.1233°N 117.5642°W[image: External link]



	141
	Oceanside[image: External link]
	California
	175,464
	167,086
	+5.01%
	41.2 sq mi

106.8 km2
	4,052 per sq mi

1,565 km−2
	33.2246°N 117.3062°W[image: External link]



	142
	Santa Rosa[image: External link]
	California
	175,155
	167,815
	+4.37%
	41.3 sq mi

107.0 km2
	4,064 per sq mi

1,569 km−2
	38.4468°N 122.7061°W[image: External link]



	143
	Garden Grove[image: External link]
	California
	174,858
	170,883
	+2.33%
	17.9 sq mi

46.5 km2
	9,525 per sq mi

3,677 km−2
	33.7788°N 117.9605°W[image: External link]



	144
	Vancouver[image: External link]
	Washington[image: External link]
	174,826
	161,791
	+8.06%
	46.5 sq mi

120.3 km2
	3,483 per sq mi

1,345 km−2
	45.6372°N 122.5965°W[image: External link]



	145
	Sioux Falls[image: External link]
	South Dakota
	174,360
	153,888
	+13.30%
	73.0 sq mi

189.0 km2
	2,109 per sq mi

814 km−2
	43.5383°N 96.7320°W[image: External link]



	146
	Ontario[image: External link]
	California
	173,212
	163,924
	+5.67%
	49.9 sq mi

129.3 km2
	3,282 per sq mi

1,267 km−2
	34.0395°N 117.6088°W[image: External link]



	147
	McKinney[image: External link]
	Texas
	172,298
	131,117
	+31.41%
	62.2 sq mi

161.1 km2
	2,108 per sq mi

814 km−2
	33.2012°N 96.6680°W[image: External link]



	148
	Elk Grove[image: External link]
	California
	169,743
	153,015
	+10.93%
	42.2 sq mi

109.3 km2
	3,627 per sq mi

1,400 km−2
	38.4144°N 121.3849°W[image: External link]



	149
	Jackson[image: External link]
	Mississippi
	169,148
	173,514
	−2.52%
	111.0 sq mi

287.6 km2
	1,563 per sq mi

603 km−2
	32.3158°N 90.2128°W[image: External link]



	150
	Pembroke Pines[image: External link]
	Florida[image: External link]
	168,587
	154,019
	+9.46%
	33.1 sq mi

85.8 km2
	4,672 per sq mi

1,804 km−2
	26.0212°N 80.3404°W[image: External link]



	151
	Salem[image: External link]
	Oregon
	167,419
	154,637
	+8.27%
	47.9 sq mi

124.0 km2
	3,229 per sq mi

1,247 km−2
	44.9237°N 123.0231°W[image: External link]



	152
	Springfield[image: External link]
	Missouri
	167,319
	159,498
	+4.90%
	81.7 sq mi

211.7 km2
	1,952 per sq mi

754 km−2
	37.1942°N 93.2913°W[image: External link]



	153
	Corona[image: External link]
	California
	166,785
	152,374
	+9.46%
	38.8 sq mi

100.6 km2
	3,925 per sq mi

1,515 km−2
	33.8624°N 117.5639°W[image: External link]



	154
	Eugene[image: External link]
	Oregon
	166,575
	156,185
	+6.65%
	43.7 sq mi

113.2 km2
	3,572 per sq mi

1,379 km−2
	44.0567°N 123.1162°W[image: External link]



	155
	Fort Collins[image: External link]
	Colorado
	164,207
	143,986
	+14.04%
	54.3 sq mi

140.6 km2
	2,653 per sq mi

1,024 km−2
	40.5482°N 105.0648°W[image: External link]



	156
	Peoria[image: External link]
	Arizona
	164,173
	154,065
	+6.56%
	174.4 sq mi

451.7 km2
	883 per sq mi

341 km−2
	33.7877°N 112.3111°W[image: External link]



	157
	Frisco[image: External link]
	Texas
	163,656
	116,989
	+39.89%
	61.8 sq mi

160.1 km2
	1,893 per sq mi

731 km−2
	33.1510°N 96.8193°W[image: External link]



	158
	Cary[image: External link][25]
	North Carolina
	162,320
	135,234
	+20.03%
	54.3 sq mi

140.8 km2
	2,488 per sq mi

961 km−2
	35.7821°N 78.8141°W[image: External link]



	159
	Lancaster[image: External link]
	California
	160,106
	156,633
	+2.22%
	94.3 sq mi

244.2 km2
	1,661 per sq mi

641 km−2
	34.6936°N 118.1753°W[image: External link]



	160
	Hayward[image: External link]
	California
	158,937
	144,186
	+10.23%
	45.3 sq mi

117.4 km2
	3,181 per sq mi

1,228 km−2
	37.6281°N 122.1063°W[image: External link]



	161
	Palmdale[image: External link]
	California
	157,356
	152,750
	+3.02%
	106.0 sq mi

274.4 km2
	1,442 per sq mi

557 km−2
	34.5913°N 118.1090°W[image: External link]



	162
	Salinas[image: External link]
	California
	157,218
	150,441
	+4.50%
	23.2 sq mi

60.0 km2
	6,490 per sq mi

2,506 km−2
	36.6902°N 121.6337°W[image: External link]



	163
	Alexandria[16]
	Virginia[image: External link]
	155,810
	139,966
	+11.32%
	15.0 sq mi

38.9 km2
	9,314 per sq mi

3,596 km−2
	38.8183°N 77.0820°W[image: External link]



	164
	Lakewood[image: External link]
	Colorado
	154,393
	142,980
	+7.98%
	42.9 sq mi

111.1 km2
	3,334 per sq mi

1,287 km−2
	39.6989°N 105.1176°W[image: External link]



	165
	Springfield
	Massachusetts
	154,074
	153,060
	+0.66%
	31.9 sq mi

82.5 km2
	4,803 per sq mi

1,855 km−2
	42.1155°N 72.5400°W[image: External link]



	166
	Pasadena[image: External link]
	Texas
	153,351
	149,043
	+2.89%
	42.8 sq mi

110.8 km2
	3,485 per sq mi

1,346 km−2
	29.6583°N 95.1505°W[image: External link]



	167
	Sunnyvale[image: External link]
	California
	152,771
	140,081
	+9.06%
	22.0 sq mi

56.9 km2
	6,371 per sq mi

2,460 km−2
	37.3858°N 122.0263°W[image: External link]



	168
	Macon[image: External link][26]
	Georgia
	152,555
	91,351
	+67.00%
	255.1 sq mi

661 km2
	614 per sq mi

237 km−2
	32.505°N 83.396°W[image: External link]



	169
	Pomona[image: External link]
	California
	152,494
	149,058
	+2.31%
	23.0 sq mi

59.4 km2
	6,494 per sq mi

2,508 km−2
	34.0586°N 117.7613°W[image: External link]



	170
	Hollywood[image: External link]
	Florida[image: External link]
	151,998
	140,768
	+7.98%
	27.4 sq mi

70.9 km2
	5,144 per sq mi

1,986 km−2
	26.0311°N 80.1646°W[image: External link]



	171
	Kansas City[image: External link][27]
	Kansas
	151,709
	145,786
	+4.06%
	124.8 sq mi

323.3 km2
	1,168 per sq mi

451 km−2
	39.1225°N 94.7418°W[image: External link]



	172
	Escondido[image: External link]
	California
	151,613
	143,911
	+5.35%
	36.8 sq mi

95.3 km2
	3,909 per sq mi

1,509 km−2
	33.1336°N 117.0732°W[image: External link]



	173
	Clarksville[image: External link]
	Tennessee
	150,287
	132,929
	+13.06%
	97.6 sq mi

252.8 km2
	1,362 per sq mi

526 km−2
	36.5664°N 87.3452°W[image: External link]



	174
	Joliet[image: External link]
	Illinois
	148,262
	147,433
	+0.56%
	62.1 sq mi

160.9 km2
	2,374 per sq mi

916 km−2
	41.5181°N 88.1584°W[image: External link]



	175
	Rockford[image: External link]
	Illinois
	147,651
	152,871
	−3.41%
	61.1 sq mi

158.2 km2
	2,503 per sq mi

966 km−2
	42.2634°N 89.0628°W[image: External link]



	176
	Torrance[image: External link]
	California
	147,195
	145,438
	+1.21%
	20.5 sq mi

53.0 km2
	7,102 per sq mi

2,742 km−2
	33.8350°N 118.3414°W[image: External link]



	177
	Naperville[image: External link]
	Illinois
	147,122
	141,853
	+3.71%
	38.8 sq mi

100.4 km2
	3,659 per sq mi

1,413 km−2
	41.7492°N 88.1620°W[image: External link]



	178
	Paterson
	New Jersey
	147,000
	146,199
	+0.55%
	8.4 sq mi

21.8 km2
	17,346 per sq mi

6,697 km−2
	40.9147°N 74.1628°W[image: External link]



	179
	Savannah[image: External link]
	Georgia
	146,763
	136,286
	+7.69%
	103.2 sq mi

267.2 km2
	1,321 per sq mi

510 km−2
	32.0025°N 81.1536°W[image: External link]



	180
	Bridgeport[image: External link]
	Connecticut
	145,936
	144,229
	+1.18%
	16.0 sq mi

41.4 km2
	9,029 per sq mi

3,486 km−2
	41.1874°N 73.1957°W[image: External link]



	181
	Mesquite[image: External link]
	Texas
	143,736
	139,824
	+2.80%
	46.0 sq mi

119.2 km2
	3,038 per sq mi

1,173 km−2
	32.7639°N 96.5924°W[image: External link]



	182
	Killeen[image: External link]
	Texas
	143,400
	127,921
	+12.10%
	53.6 sq mi

138.8 km2
	2,387 per sq mi

922 km−2
	31.0777°N 97.7320°W[image: External link]



	183
	Syracuse[image: External link]
	New York[image: External link]
	143,378
	145,170
	−1.23%
	25.0 sq mi

64.9 km2
	5,797 per sq mi

2,238 km−2
	43.0410°N 76.1436°W[image: External link]



	184
	McAllen[image: External link]
	Texas
	142,212
	129,877
	+9.50%
	48.3 sq mi

125.2 km2
	2,687 per sq mi

1,037 km−2
	26.2185°N 98.2461°W[image: External link]



	185
	Pasadena[image: External link]
	California
	142,059
	137,122
	+3.60%
	23.0 sq mi

59.5 km2
	5,970 per sq mi

2,305 km−2
	34.1606°N 118.1396°W[image: External link]



	186
	Bellevue[image: External link]
	Washington[image: External link]
	141,400
	122,363
	+15.56%
	32.0 sq mi

82.8 km2
	3,828 per sq mi

1,478 km−2
	47.5978°N 122.1565°W[image: External link]



	187
	Fullerton[image: External link]
	California
	140,721
	135,161
	+4.11%
	22.4 sq mi

57.9 km2
	6,047 per sq mi

2,335 km−2
	33.8857°N 117.9280°W[image: External link]



	188
	Orange[image: External link]
	California
	140,504
	136,416
	+3.00%
	24.8 sq mi

64.2 km2
	5,501 per sq mi

2,124 km−2
	33.8048°N 117.8249°W[image: External link]



	189
	Dayton[image: External link]
	Ohio
	140,489
	141,527
	−0.73%
	55.7 sq mi

144.1 km2
	2,543 per sq mi

982 km−2
	39.7774°N 84.1996°W[image: External link]



	190
	Miramar[image: External link]
	Florida[image: External link]
	138,449
	122,041
	+13.44%
	29.5 sq mi

76.5 km2
	4,134 per sq mi

1,596 km−2
	25.9770°N 80.3358°W[image: External link]



	191
	Thornton[image: External link]
	Colorado
	136,703
	118,772
	+15.10%
	34.8 sq mi

90.2 km2
	3,409 per sq mi

1,316 km−2
	39.9180°N 104.9454°W[image: External link]



	192
	West Valley City[image: External link]
	Utah
	136,574
	129,480
	+5.48%
	35.6 sq mi

92.1 km2
	3,642 per sq mi

1,406 km−2
	40.6885°N 112.0118°W[image: External link]



	193
	Olathe[image: External link]
	Kansas
	135,473
	125,872
	+7.63%
	59.7 sq mi

154.5 km2
	2,110 per sq mi

815 km−2
	38.8843°N 94.8188°W[image: External link]



	194
	Hampton[image: External link][16]
	Virginia[image: External link]
	135,410
	137,436
	−1.47%
	51.4 sq mi

133.2 km2
	2,673 per sq mi

1,032 km−2
	37.0480°N 76.2971°W[image: External link]



	195
	Warren[image: External link]
	Michigan[image: External link]
	135,125
	134,056
	+0.80%
	34.4 sq mi

89.0 km2
	3,899 per sq mi

1,505 km−2
	42.4929°N 83.0250°W[image: External link]



	196
	Midland[image: External link]
	Texas
	134,610
	111,147
	+21.11%
	72.1 sq mi

186.7 km2
	1,542 per sq mi

595 km−2
	32.0299°N 102.1097°W[image: External link]



	197
	Waco[image: External link]
	Texas
	134,432
	124,805
	+7.71%
	89.0 sq mi

230.4 km2
	1,403 per sq mi

542 km−2
	31.5601°N 97.1860°W[image: External link]



	198
	Charleston[image: External link]
	South Carolina[image: External link]
	134,385
	120,083
	+11.91%
	109.0 sq mi

282.3 km2
	1,102 per sq mi

425 km−2
	32.8179°N 79.9589°W[image: External link]



	199
	Columbia[image: External link]
	South Carolina[image: External link]
	134,309
	129,272
	+3.90%
	132.2 sq mi

342.4 km2
	978 per sq mi

378 km−2
	34.0298°N 80.8966°W[image: External link]



	200
	Denton[image: External link]
	Texas
	133,808
	113,383
	+18.01%
	88.0 sq mi

227.8 km2
	1,289 per sq mi

498 km−2
	33.2151°N 97.1417°W[image: External link]



	201
	Carrollton[image: External link]
	Texas
	133,351
	119,097
	+11.97%
	36.3 sq mi

94.0 km2
	3,281 per sq mi

1,267 km−2
	32.9884°N 96.8998°W[image: External link]



	202
	Surprise[image: External link]
	Arizona
	132,677
	117,517
	+12.90%
	105.7 sq mi

273.9 km2
	1,111 per sq mi

429 km−2
	33.6706°N 112.4527°W[image: External link]



	203
	Roseville[image: External link]
	California
	132,671
	118,788
	+11.69%
	36.2 sq mi

93.8 km2
	3,279 per sq mi

1,266 km−2
	38.7657°N 121.3032°W[image: External link]



	204
	Sterling Heights[image: External link]
	Michigan[image: External link]
	132,427
	129,699
	+2.10%
	36.5 sq mi

94.5 km2
	3,553 per sq mi

1,372 km−2
	42.5812°N 83.0303°W[image: External link]



	205
	Murfreesboro[image: External link]
	Tennessee
	131,947
	108,755
	+21.32%
	55.3 sq mi

143.3 km2
	1,965 per sq mi

759 km−2
	35.8522°N 86.4161°W[image: External link]



	206
	Gainesville[image: External link]
	Florida[image: External link]
	131,591
	124,354
	+5.82%
	61.3 sq mi

158.8 km2
	2,028 per sq mi

783 km−2
	29.6788°N 82.3459°W[image: External link]



	207
	Cedar Rapids[image: External link]
	Iowa
	131,127
	126,326
	+3.80%
	70.8 sq mi

183.4 km2
	1,784 per sq mi

689 km−2
	41.9670°N 91.6778°W[image: External link]



	208
	Visalia[image: External link]
	California
	131,074
	124,442
	+5.33%
	36.2 sq mi

93.9 km2
	3,433 per sq mi

1,326 km−2
	36.3272°N 119.3234°W[image: External link]



	209
	Coral Springs[image: External link]
	Florida[image: External link]
	130,059
	121,096
	+7.40%
	23.8 sq mi

61.6 km2
	5,090 per sq mi

1,965 km−2
	26.2708°N 80.2593°W[image: External link]



	210
	New Haven
	Connecticut
	129,934
	129,779
	+0.12%
	18.7 sq mi

48.4 km2
	6,948 per sq mi

2,683 km−2
	41.3108°N 72.9250°W[image: External link]



	211
	Stamford
	Connecticut
	129,113
	122,643
	+5.28%
	37.6 sq mi

97.5 km2
	3,258 per sq mi

1,258 km−2
	41.0799°N 73.5460°W[image: External link]



	212
	Thousand Oaks[image: External link]
	California
	128,888
	126,683
	+1.74%
	55.0 sq mi

142.5 km2
	2,302 per sq mi

889 km−2
	34.1933°N 118.8742°W[image: External link]



	213
	Concord[image: External link]
	California
	128,726
	122,067
	+5.46%
	30.5 sq mi

79.1 km2
	3,996 per sq mi

1,543 km−2
	37.9722°N 122.0016°W[image: External link]



	214
	Elizabeth
	New Jersey
	128,640
	124,969
	+2.94%
	12.3 sq mi

31.9 km2
	10,144 per sq mi

3,917 km−2
	40.6663°N 74.1935°W[image: External link]



	215
	Lafayette[image: External link][28]
	Louisiana[image: External link]
	127,626
	120,623
	+5.81%
	49.2 sq mi

127.5 km2
	2,450 per sq mi

946 km−2
	30.2116°N 92.0314°W[image: External link]



	216
	Kent[image: External link]
	Washington[image: External link]
	127,514
	92,411
	+37.99%
	28.6 sq mi

74.1 km2
	3,228 per sq mi

1,246 km−2
	47.3853°N 122.2169°W[image: External link]



	217
	Topeka[image: External link]
	Kansas
	126,808
	127,473
	−0.52%
	60.2 sq mi

155.8 km2
	2,119 per sq mi

818 km−2
	39.0362°N 95.6948°W[image: External link]



	218
	Simi Valley[image: External link]
	California
	126,327
	124,237
	+1.68%
	41.5 sq mi

107.4 km2
	2,995 per sq mi

1,156 km−2
	34.2669°N 118.7485°W[image: External link]



	219
	Santa Clara[image: External link]
	California
	125,948
	116,468
	+8.14%
	18.4 sq mi

47.7 km2
	6,327 per sq mi

2,443 km−2
	37.3646°N 121.9679°W[image: External link]



	220
	Athens[image: External link][29]
	Georgia
	123,371
	115,452
	+6.86%
	116.4 sq mi

301.4 km2
	992 per sq mi

383 km−2
	33.9496°N 83.3701°W[image: External link]



	221
	Hartford
	Connecticut
	123,243
	124,775
	−1.23%
	17.4 sq mi

45.0 km2
	7,179 per sq mi

2,772 km−2
	41.7660°N 72.6833°W[image: External link]



	222
	Victorville[image: External link]
	California
	122,265
	115,903
	+5.49%
	73.2 sq mi

189.5 km2
	1,584 per sq mi

612 km−2
	34.5277°N 117.3536°W[image: External link]



	223
	Abilene[image: External link]
	Texas
	122,225
	117,063
	+4.41%
	106.8 sq mi

276.6 km2
	1,096 per sq mi

423 km−2
	32.4545°N 99.7381°W[image: External link]



	224
	Norman[image: External link]
	Oklahoma
	122,180
	110,925
	+10.15%
	178.8 sq mi

463.0 km2
	621 per sq mi

240 km−2
	35.22°N 97.44°W[image: External link]



	225
	Vallejo[image: External link]
	California
	121,299
	115,942
	+4.62%
	30.7 sq mi

79.4 km2
	3,780 per sq mi

1,460 km−2
	38.1079°N 122.2639°W[image: External link]



	226
	Berkeley[image: External link]
	California
	121,240
	112,580
	+7.69%
	10.5 sq mi

27.1 km2
	10,752 per sq mi

4,152 km−2
	37.8667°N 122.2991°W[image: External link]



	227
	Round Rock[image: External link]
	Texas
	120,892
	99,887
	+21.03%
	34.1 sq mi

88.4 km2
	2,928 per sq mi

1,131 km−2
	30.5237°N 97.6674°W[image: External link]



	228
	Ann Arbor[image: External link]
	Michigan[image: External link]
	120,782
	113,934
	+6.01%
	27.8 sq mi

72.1 km2
	4,094 per sq mi

1,581 km−2
	42.2756°N 83.7313°W[image: External link]



	229
	Fargo[image: External link]
	North Dakota
	120,762
	105,549
	+14.41%
	48.8 sq mi

126.4 km2
	2,162 per sq mi

835 km−2
	46.8652°N 96.8290°W[image: External link]



	230
	Columbia[image: External link]
	Missouri
	120,612
	108,500
	+11.16%
	63.1 sq mi

163.4 km2
	1,720 per sq mi

664 km−2
	38.9479°N 92.3261°W[image: External link]



	231
	Allentown
	Pennsylvania
	120,443
	118,032
	+2.04%
	17.5 sq mi

45.4 km2
	6,727 per sq mi

2,597 km−2
	40.5940°N 75.4782°W[image: External link]



	232
	Evansville[image: External link]
	Indiana
	119,477
	117,429
	+1.74%
	44.2 sq mi

114.4 km2
	2,660 per sq mi

1,027 km−2
	37.9877°N 87.5347°W[image: External link]



	233
	Beaumont[image: External link]
	Texas
	118,299
	118,296
	0.00%
	82.8 sq mi

214.5 km2
	1,429 per sq mi

552 km−2
	30.0843°N 94.1458°W[image: External link]



	234
	Odessa[image: External link]
	Texas
	117,871
	99,940
	+17.94%
	42.0 sq mi

108.7 km2
	2,382 per sq mi

920 km−2
	31.8804°N 102.3434°W[image: External link]



	235
	Wilmington[image: External link]
	North Carolina
	117,525
	106,476
	+10.38%
	51.5 sq mi

133.4 km2
	2,068 per sq mi

798 km−2
	34.2092°N 77.8858°W[image: External link]



	236
	Arvada[image: External link]
	Colorado
	117,453
	106,433
	+10.35%
	35.1 sq mi

91.0 km2
	3,029 per sq mi

1,169 km−2
	39.8097°N 105.1066°W[image: External link]



	237
	Independence[image: External link]
	Missouri
	117,030
	116,830
	+0.17%
	77.6 sq mi

200.9 km2
	1,506 per sq mi

582 km−2
	39.0853°N 94.3513°W[image: External link]



	238
	Provo[image: External link]
	Utah
	116,868
	112,488
	+3.89%
	41.7 sq mi

107.9 km2
	2,699 per sq mi

1,042 km−2
	40.2453°N 111.6448°W[image: External link]



	239
	Lansing[image: External link]
	Michigan[image: External link]
	116,020
	114,297
	+1.51%
	36.0 sq mi

93.4 km2
	3,171 per sq mi

1,224 km−2
	42.7098°N 84.5562°W[image: External link]



	240
	El Monte[image: External link]
	California
	115,807
	113,475
	+2.06%
	9.6 sq mi

24.8 km2
	11,867 per sq mi

4,582 km−2
	34.0746°N 118.0291°W[image: External link]



	241
	Springfield[image: External link]
	Illinois
	115,715
	116,250
	−0.46%
	59.5 sq mi

154.1 km2
	1,954 per sq mi

755 km−2
	39.7639°N 89.6708°W[image: External link]



	242
	Fairfield[image: External link]
	California
	114,756
	105,321
	+8.96%
	37.4 sq mi

96.8 km2
	2,817 per sq mi

1,088 km−2
	38.2568°N 122.0397°W[image: External link]



	243
	Clearwater[image: External link]
	Florida[image: External link]
	114,361
	107,685
	+6.20%
	25.6 sq mi

66.2 km2
	4,213 per sq mi

1,627 km−2
	27.9795°N 82.7663°W[image: External link]



	244
	Peoria[image: External link]
	Illinois
	114,265
	115,007
	−0.65%
	48.0 sq mi

124.3 km2
	2,396 per sq mi

925 km−2
	40.7523°N 89.6171°W[image: External link]



	245
	Rochester[image: External link]
	Minnesota
	114,011
	106,769
	+6.78%
	54.6 sq mi

141.4 km2
	1,956 per sq mi

755 km−2
	44.0154°N 92.4772°W[image: External link]



	246
	Carlsbad[image: External link]
	California
	113,952
	105,328
	+8.19%
	37.7 sq mi

97.7 km2
	2,792 per sq mi

1,078 km−2
	33.1239°N 117.2828°W[image: External link]



	247
	Westminster[image: External link]
	Colorado
	113,875
	106,114
	+7.31%
	31.6 sq mi

81.7 km2
	3,363 per sq mi

1,299 km−2
	39.8822°N 105.0644°W[image: External link]



	248
	West Jordan[image: External link]
	Utah
	113,699
	103,712
	+9.63%
	32.5 sq mi

84.1 km2
	3,195 per sq mi

1,234 km−2
	40.6023°N 112.0010°W[image: External link]



	249
	Pearland[image: External link]
	Texas
	113,570
	91,252
	+24.46%
	47.5 sq mi

122.9 km2
	1,900 per sq mi

740 km−2
	29.5544°N 95.2958°W[image: External link]



	250
	Richardson[image: External link]
	Texas
	113,347
	99,223
	+14.23%
	28.6 sq mi

74.0 km2
	3,474 per sq mi

1,341 km−2
	32.9723°N 96.7081°W[image: External link]



	251
	Downey[image: External link]
	California
	113,267
	111,772
	+1.34%
	12.4 sq mi

32.1 km2
	9,008 per sq mi

3,478 km−2
	33.9382°N 118.1309°W[image: External link]



	252
	Miami Gardens[image: External link]
	Florida[image: External link]
	113,058
	107,167
	+5.50%
	18.2 sq mi

47.2 km2
	5,878 per sq mi

2,270 km−2
	25.9489°N 80.2436°W[image: External link]



	253
	Temecula[image: External link]
	California
	113,054
	100,097
	+12.94%
	30.2 sq mi

78.1 km2
	3,320 per sq mi

1,282 km−2
	33.5019°N 117.1246°W[image: External link]



	254
	Costa Mesa[image: External link]
	California
	112,822
	109,960
	+2.60%
	15.7 sq mi

40.5 km2
	7,025 per sq mi

2,712 km−2
	33.6659°N 117.9123°W[image: External link]



	255
	College Station[image: External link]
	Texas
	112,141
	93,857
	+19.48%
	49.6 sq mi

128.5 km2
	1,978 per sq mi

764 km−2
	30.6013°N 96.3144°W[image: External link]



	256
	Elgin[image: External link]
	Illinois
	112,123
	108,188
	+3.64%
	37.2 sq mi

96.3 km2
	2,911 per sq mi

1,124 km−2
	42.0396°N 88.3217°W[image: External link]



	257
	Murrieta[image: External link]
	California
	111,674
	103,466
	+7.93%
	33.6 sq mi

87.0 km2
	3,081 per sq mi

1,190 km−2
	33.5719°N 117.1907°W[image: External link]



	258
	Gresham[image: External link]
	Oregon
	111,523
	105,594
	+5.61%
	23.2 sq mi

60.1 km2
	4,551 per sq mi

1,757 km−2
	45.5023°N 122.4416°W[image: External link]



	259
	High Point[image: External link]
	North Carolina
	111,223
	104,371
	+6.57%
	53.8 sq mi

139.3 km2
	1,940 per sq mi

749 km−2
	35.9855°N 79.9902°W[image: External link]



	260
	Antioch[image: External link]
	California
	110,898
	102,372
	+8.33%
	28.3 sq mi

73.4 km2
	3,611 per sq mi

1,394 km−2
	37.9775°N 121.7976°W[image: External link]



	261
	Inglewood[image: External link]
	California
	110,654
	109,673
	+0.89%
	9.1 sq mi

23.5 km2
	12,095 per sq mi

4,670 km−2
	33.9561°N 118.3443°W[image: External link]



	262
	Cambridge
	Massachusetts
	110,651
	105,162
	+5.22%
	6.4 sq mi

16.5 km2
	16,469 per sq mi

6,359 km−2
	42.3760°N 71.1183°W[image: External link]



	263
	Lowell[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	110,558
	106,519
	+3.79%
	13.6 sq mi

35.2 km2
	7,842 per sq mi

3,028 km−2
	42.6389°N 71.3221°W[image: External link]



	264
	Manchester
	New Hampshire
	110,506
	109,565
	+0.86%
	33.1 sq mi

85.7 km2
	3,310 per sq mi

1,278 km−2
	42.9847°N 71.4439°W[image: External link]



	265
	Billings[image: External link]
	Montana
	110,323
	104,170
	+5.91%
	43.4 sq mi

112.4 km2
	2,399 per sq mi

926 km−2
	45.7895°N 108.5499°W[image: External link]



	266
	Pueblo[image: External link]
	Colorado
	110,291
	106,595
	+3.47%
	53.6 sq mi

138.9 km2
	1,987 per sq mi

767 km−2
	38.2731°N 104.6124°W[image: External link]



	267
	Palm Bay[image: External link]
	Florida[image: External link]
	110,104
	103,190
	+6.70%
	65.7 sq mi

170.2 km2
	1,571 per sq mi

606 km−2
	27.9856°N 80.6626°W[image: External link]



	268
	Centennial[image: External link]
	Colorado
	109,932
	100,377
	+9.52%
	28.7 sq mi

74.4 km2
	3,495 per sq mi

1,349 km−2
	39.5906°N 104.8691°W[image: External link]



	269
	Richmond[image: External link]
	California
	109,813
	103,701
	+5.89%
	30.1 sq mi

77.9 km2
	3,449 per sq mi

1,332 km−2
	37.9530°N 122.3594°W[image: External link]



	270
	Ventura[image: External link][30]
	California
	109,592
	106,433
	+2.97%
	21.7 sq mi

56.1 km2
	4,915 per sq mi

1,898 km−2
	34.2681°N 119.2550°W[image: External link]



	271
	Pompano Beach[image: External link]
	Florida[image: External link]
	109,393
	99,845
	+9.56%
	24.0 sq mi

62.2 km2
	4,160 per sq mi

1,606 km−2
	26.2426°N 80.1290°W[image: External link]



	272
	North Charleston[image: External link]
	South Carolina[image: External link]
	109,298
	97,471
	+12.13%
	76.6 sq mi

119.5 km2
	1,393 per sq mi

538 km−2
	32.8853°N 80.0169°W[image: External link]



	273
	Everett[image: External link]
	Washington[image: External link]
	109,043
	103,019
	+5.85%
	33.4 sq mi

86.6 km2
	3,080 per sq mi

1,189 km−2
	48.0033°N 122.1742°W[image: External link]



	274
	Waterbury
	Connecticut
	108,272
	110,366
	−1.90%
	28.5 sq mi

73.9 km2
	3,870 per sq mi

1,494 km−2
	41.5585°N 73.0367°W[image: External link]



	275
	West Palm Beach[image: External link]
	Florida[image: External link]
	108,161
	99,919
	+8.25%
	55.3 sq mi

143.2 km2
	1,807 per sq mi

698 km−2
	26.7483°N 80.1266°W[image: External link]



	276
	Boulder[image: External link]
	Colorado
	108,090
	97,385
	+10.99%
	25.7 sq mi

66.5 km2
	3,947 per sq mi

1,524 km−2
	40.0175°N 105.2797°W[image: External link]



	277
	West Covina[image: External link]
	California
	107,847
	106,098
	+1.65%
	16.0 sq mi

41.5 km2
	6,614 per sq mi

2,554 km−2
	34.0559°N 117.9099°W[image: External link]



	278
	Broken Arrow[image: External link]
	Oklahoma
	107,403
	98,850
	+8.65%
	61.6 sq mi

159.5 km2
	1,605 per sq mi

620 km−2
	36.0365°N 95.7810°W[image: External link]



	279
	Clovis[image: External link]
	California
	106,583
	95,631
	+11.45%
	23.3 sq mi

60.3 km2
	4,386 per sq mi

1,695 km−2
	36.4931°N 119.4211°W[image: External link]



	280
	Daly City[image: External link]
	California
	106,472
	101,123
	+5.29%
	7.7 sq mi

19.8 km2
	13,195 per sq mi

5,095 km−2
	37.7009°N 122.4650°W[image: External link]



	281
	Lakeland[image: External link]
	Florida[image: External link]
	106,420
	97,422
	+9.24%
	74.4 sq mi

193.0 km2
	1,711 per sq mi

661 km−2
	28.0411°N 81.9589°W[image: External link]



	282
	Santa Maria[image: External link]
	California
	106,290
	99,553
	+6.77%
	22.8 sq mi

58.9 km2
	4,375 per sq mi

1,689 km−2
	34.9332°N 120.4438°W[image: External link]



	283
	Norwalk[image: External link]
	California
	106,178
	105,549
	+0.60%
	9.7 sq mi

25.1 km2
	10,873 per sq mi

4,198 km−2
	33.9069°N 118.0834°W[image: External link]



	284
	Sandy Springs[image: External link]
	Georgia
	105,703
	93,853
	+12.63%
	39.0 sq mi

101.0 km2
	2,613.0 per sq mi

1009 km−2
	33.5615°N 84.227°W[image: External link]



	285
	Hillsboro[image: External link]
	Oregon
	105,164
	91,611
	+14.79%
	24.3 sq mi

62.8 km2
	3,833 per sq mi

1,480 km−2
	45.5167°N 122.9833°W[image: External link]



	286
	Green Bay[image: External link]
	Wisconsin
	105,139
	104,057
	+1.04%
	45.5 sq mi

117.8 km2
	2,289 per sq mi

884 km−2
	44.5207°N 87.9842°W[image: External link]



	287
	Tyler[image: External link]
	Texas
	104,798
	96,900
	+8.15%
	54.4 sq mi

140.8 km2
	1,782 per sq mi

688 km−2
	32.35°N 95.30°W[image: External link]



	288
	Wichita Falls[image: External link]
	Texas
	104,724
	104,553
	+0.16%
	72.1 sq mi

186.8 km2
	1,449 per sq mi

560 km−2
	33.9067°N 98.5259°W[image: External link]



	289
	Lewisville[image: External link]
	Texas
	104,659
	95,290
	+9.83%
	42.5 sq mi

110.0 km2
	2,618 per sq mi

1,011 km−2
	33.0383°N 97.0061°W[image: External link]



	290
	Burbank[image: External link]
	California
	104,447
	103,340
	+1.07%
	17.3 sq mi

44.9 km2
	5,959 per sq mi

2,301 km−2
	34.1890°N 118.3249°W[image: External link]



	291
	Greeley[image: External link]
	Colorado
	103,990
	92,889
	+11.95%
	30.0 sq mi

77.7 km2
	3,107 per sq mi

1,199 km−2
	40.4167°N 104.7167°W[image: External link]



	292
	San Mateo[image: External link]
	California
	103,959
	97,207
	+6.95%
	15.9 sq mi

41.1 km2
	8,014 per sq mi

3,094 km−2
	37.5542°N 122.3131°W[image: External link]



	293
	El Cajon[image: External link]
	California
	103,768
	99,478
	+4.31%
	14.4 sq mi

37.4 km2
	6,892 per sq mi

2,661 km−2
	32.8017°N 116.9605°W[image: External link]



	294
	Jurupa Valley[image: External link]
	California
	103,541
	0
	NA[31]
	43.5 sq mi

112.7 km2
	2,272 per sq mi

877 km−2
	33.0011°N 117.4706°W[image: External link]



	295
	Rialto[image: External link]
	California
	103,314
	99,171
	+4.18%
	22.4 sq mi

57.9 km2
	4,437 per sq mi

1,713 km−2
	34.1118°N 117.3883°W[image: External link]



	296
	Davenport[image: External link]
	Iowa
	102,612
	99,685
	+2.94%
	62.9 sq mi

163.0 km2
	1,584 per sq mi

611 km−2
	41.5541°N 90.6040°W[image: External link]



	297
	League City[image: External link]
	Texas
	102,010
	83,560
	+22.08%
	53.0 sq mi

137.3 km2
	1,924 per sq mi

743 km−2
	29.4997°N 95.0897°W[image: External link]



	298
	Edison[image: External link][32]
	New Jersey
	101,996
	99,967
	+2.03%
	30.6 sq mi

79.4 km2
	3,339.0 per sq mi

1289 km−2
	40.5040°N 74.3494°W[image: External link]



	299
	Davie[image: External link][33]
	Florida[image: External link]
	101,871
	91,992
	+10.74%
	35.7 sq mi

92.5 km2
	2,637 per sq mi

1,018 km−2
	26.0814°N 80.2803°W[image: External link]



	300
	Las Cruces[image: External link]
	New Mexico
	101,759
	97,618
	+4.24%
	76.3 sq mi

197.6 km2
	1,279 per sq mi

494 km−2
	32.3197°N 106.7653°W[image: External link]



	301
	South Bend[image: External link]
	Indiana
	101,735
	101,168
	+0.56%
	41.5 sq mi

107.4 km2
	2,440 per sq mi

942 km−2
	41.6769°N 86.2690°W[image: External link]



	302
	Vista[image: External link]
	California
	101,659
	93,834
	+8.34%
	18.7 sq mi

48.4 km2
	5,000 per sq mi

1,900 km−2
	33.1936°N 117.2411°W[image: External link]



	303
	Woodbridge[image: External link][32]
	New Jersey
	101,389
	99,585
	+1.81%
	24.5 sq mi

63.5 km2
	4,290.0 per sq mi

1,656 km−2
	40.5608°N 74.2926°W[image: External link]



	304
	Renton[image: External link]
	Washington[image: External link]
	100,953
	90,927
	+11.03%
	23.5 sq mi

61.0 km2
	3,933 per sq mi

1,519 km−2
	47.4867°N 122.1953°W[image: External link]



	305
	Lakewood[image: External link][32]
	New Jersey
	100,758
	92,843
	+8.53%
	25.0 sq mi

64.7 km2
	4,030 per sq mi

1,557 km−2
	40.0770°N 74.2004°W[image: External link]



	306
	San Angelo[image: External link]
	Texas
	100,702
	93,200
	+8.05%
	58.2 sq mi

150.9 km2
	1,640 per sq mi

633 km−2
	31.45°N 100.45°W[image: External link]



	307
	Clinton[image: External link][34]
	Michigan[image: External link]
	100,392
	96,796
	+3.72%
	28.2 sq mi

47.0 km2
	3,560 per sq mi

2136 km−2
	42.59°N 82.92°W[image: External link]




Distribution

For cities with populations of 100,000 or more, the following distributions hold. Smaller incorporated places are not included.

The mean density is 4,128.21 inhabitants per square mile (1,593.91/km2).

The median is 3,160.85 inhabitants per square mile (1,220.41/km2).



	Population
	Number of municipal governments[35]




	1,000,000+
	10



	300,000–999,999
	54



	200,000–299,999
	51



	100,000–199,999
	192



	Total
	307






	State
	Number of cities



	CA
	73



	TX
	38



	FL[image: External link]
	22



	CO
	12



	AZ
	10



	NC
	9



	
IL, WA[image: External link]

	8



	
GA, MI[image: External link], NJ, VA[image: External link]

	7



	
OH, TN

	6



	
CT, KS, MA, MO, NY[image: External link], OR

	5



	
AL, IN, LA[image: External link], NV, OK, UT

	4



	
IA, MN, PA, SC[image: External link], WI

	3



	
KY, NE, NM

	2



	
AK, AR, DC, HI[image: External link], ID, MD, MS, MT, ND, NH, RI, SD

	1



	
DE, ME, VT[image: External link], WV, WY

	0




Gallery



	


	






	
1. New York[image: External link], New York[image: External link] 








	






	
2. Los Angeles[image: External link], California 








	






	
3. Chicago[image: External link], Illinois 








	






	
4. Houston[image: External link], Texas 








	






	
5. Phoenix, Arizona[image: External link] 








	






	
6. Philadelphia, Pennsylvania 








	






	
7. San Antonio[image: External link], Texas 








	






	
8. San Diego[image: External link], California 








	






	
9. Dallas[image: External link], Texas 








	






	
10. San Jose, California[image: External link] 








	






	
11. Austin, Texas[image: External link] 








	






	
12. Jacksonville, Florida[image: External link] 








	






	
13. San Francisco[image: External link], California 








	






	
14. Columbus, Ohio[image: External link] 








	






	
15. Indianapolis[image: External link], Indiana 








	






	
16. Fort Worth, Texas[image: External link] 








	






	
17. Charlotte, North Carolina[image: External link] 








	






	
18. Seattle[image: External link], Washington[image: External link] 








	






	
19. Denver[image: External link], Colorado 








	






	
20. El Paso, Texas[image: External link] 








	






	
21. Washington, District of Columbia 








	






	
22. Boston, Massachusetts 








	






	
23. Detroit[image: External link], Michigan[image: External link] 








	






	
24. Nashville, Tennessee[image: External link] 








	






	
25. Memphis, Tennessee[image: External link] 








	






	
26. Portland, Oregon[image: External link] 








	






	
27. Oklahoma City[image: External link], Oklahoma 








	






	
28. Las Vegas[image: External link], Nevada 








	






	
29. Louisville, Kentucky[image: External link] 








	






	
30. Baltimore, Maryland 








	






	
31. Milwaukee[image: External link], Wisconsin 








	






	
32. Albuquerque, New Mexico[image: External link] 








	






	
33. Tucson, Arizona[image: External link] 








	






	
34. Fresno, California[image: External link] 








	






	
35. Sacramento, California[image: External link] 








	






	
36. Mesa, Arizona[image: External link] 








	






	
37. Kansas City, Missouri[image: External link] 








	






	
38. Atlanta[image: External link], Georgia 








	






	
39. Long Beach, California[image: External link] 








	






	
40. Colorado Springs, Colorado[image: External link] 








	






	
41. Raleigh, North Carolina[image: External link] 








	






	
42. Miami[image: External link], Florida[image: External link] 








	






	
43. Virginia Beach, Virginia[image: External link] 








	






	
44. Omaha, Nebraska[image: External link] 








	






	
45. Oakland, California[image: External link] 








	






	
46. Minneapolis[image: External link], Minnesota 








	






	
47. Tulsa, Oklahoma[image: External link] 








	






	
48. Arlington[image: External link], Texas 








	






	
49. New Orleans[image: External link], Louisiana[image: External link] 








	






	
50. Wichita, Kansas[image: External link] 











Puerto Rico

The following table lists the five municipalities (municipios) of Puerto Rico with a population greater than 100,000 on July 1, 2016, as estimated by the United States Census Bureau.

The table below contains the following information:


	The municipio rank by population as of July 1, 2016, as estimated by the United States Census Bureau[36]


	The municipio[36]


	The municipio population as of July 1, 2016, as estimated by the United States Census Bureau[36]


	The municipio population as of April 1, 2010, as enumerated by the 2010 United States Census[36]


	The municipio percent population change from April 1, 2010, to July 1, 2016

	The municipio land area as of January 1, 2010[4]


	The municipio population density as of April 1, 2010 (residents per land area)[4]


	The municipio latitude and longitude coordinates







	2016 rank
	Municipio
	2016 estimate
	2010 Census
	Change
	2010 land area
	2010 population density
	Location



	1
	San Juan[image: External link]
	347,052
	395,326
	−12.21%
	39.5 sq mi

102.3 km2
	10,008 per sq mi

3,864 km−2
	18.4064°N 66.0640°W[image: External link]



	2
	Bayamón[image: External link]
	184,374
	208,116
	−11.41%
	27.0 sq mi

69.9 km2
	7,716 per sq mi

2,979 km−2
	18.3801°N 66.1633°W[image: External link]



	3
	Carolina[image: External link]
	158,457
	176,762
	−10.36%
	20.7 sq mi

53.5 km2
	8,559 per sq mi

3,305 km−2
	18.4121°N 65.9798°W[image: External link]



	4
	Ponce[image: External link]
	145,278
	166,327
	−12.66%
	30.6 sq mi

79.3 km2
	5,434 per sq mi

2,098 km−2
	17.9874°N 66.6097°W[image: External link]



	5
	Caguas[image: External link]
	132,164
	142,893
	−7.51%
	10.9 sq mi

28.3 km2
	13,090 per sq mi

5,054 km−2
	18.2324°N 66.0390°W[image: External link]









Census-designated places

The following table lists U.S. census-designated places (CDPs) with populations of at least 100,000 according to the 2010 Census. A CDP is a concentration of population identified by the United States Census Bureau for statistical purposes. CDPs are delineated for each decennial census as the statistical counterparts of incorporated places[image: External link] such as cities[image: External link], towns[image: External link] and villages[image: External link]. CDPs are populated areas that lack separate municipal government, but which otherwise physically resemble incorporated[image: External link] places. Unlike the incorporated cities in the main list, the US Census Bureau does not release annual population estimates for CDPs.

The table below contains the following information:


	The city

	The state

	The city population as of April 1, 2010, as enumerated by the 2010 United States Census


	The city population as of April 1, 2000, as enumerated by the 2010 United States Census


	The city percent population change from April 1, 2000, to April 1, 2010

	The city land area as of January 1, 2010[4]


	The city population density as of April 1, 2010 (residents per land area)[4]


	The city ANSI[image: External link] INCITS[image: External link] 446–2008 geographic code

	The city latitude and longitude coordinates







	City
	State
	2010 Census
	2000 Census
	Change
	2010 land area
	2010 population density
	ANSI
	Location



	Paradise[image: External link]
	Nevada
	223,167
	186,070
	+19.94%
	46.717 sq mi

120.997 km2
	4,777 per sq mi

1,844 km−2
	02409023
	36.08073°N 115.1368°W[image: External link]



	Arlington
	Virginia[image: External link]
	207,627
	189,453
	+9.59%
	25.98 sq mi

3085 km2
	7,992 per sq mi

3100 km−2
	
	38.880°N 77.183°W[image: External link]



	Sunrise Manor[image: External link]
	Nevada
	189,372
	156,120
	+21.30%
	33.352 sq mi

86.382 km2
	5,678 per sq mi

2,192 km−2
	02410035
	36.1785°N 115.0490°W[image: External link]



	Spring Valley[image: External link]
	Nevada
	178,395
	117,390
	+51.97%
	33.226 sq mi

86.056 km2
	5,369 per sq mi

2,073 km−2
	02408797
	36.0987°N 115.2619°W[image: External link]



	Metairie[image: External link]
	Louisiana[image: External link]
	138,481
	146,136
	−5.24%
	23.222 sq mi

60.144 km2
	5,963 per sq mi

2,302 km−2
	02403282
	29.9978°N 90.1779°W[image: External link]



	East Los Angeles[image: External link]
	California
	126,496
	124,283
	+1.78%
	7.448 sq mi

19.291 km2
	16,984 per sq mi

6,557 km−2
	02408711
	34.0315°N 118.1686°W[image: External link]



	Enterprise[image: External link]
	Nevada
	108,481
	14,676
	+639.17%
	46.513 sq mi

120.467 km2
	2,332 per sq mi

901 km−2
	02408084
	36.0182°N 115.2154°W[image: External link]



	Brandon[image: External link]
	Florida[image: External link]
	103,483
	77,895
	+32.85%
	33.101 sq mi

85.731 km2
	3,126 per sq mi

1,207 km−2
	02402711
	27.9360°N 82.2993°W[image: External link]






Cities formerly over 100,000 people

The following table lists U.S. cities that, in past censuses, have had populations of at least 100,000 but have since decreased beneath this threshold or have been consolidated with or annexed into a neighboring city.

The table below contains the following information:


	Name of city

	Name of state

	The city population as of July 1, 2016, as estimated by the United States Census Bureau[3]


	The city's peak population based on highest official enumeration recorded by the Census (and the year of that particular Census)

	The numeric decline in population from its peak Census count to the most recent Census estimate in 2015.

	The percent decline in population from its peak Census count to the most recent Census estimate in 2015.

	Any additional notes of significant importance.







	City
	State
	2016 estimated population
	Peak population (year)
	Numeric decline from

peak population
	Percent decline from

peak population
	Notes



	Albany[image: External link]
	New York[image: External link]
	98,111
	134,995 (1950)
	-36,884
	-27.32%
	2.30% from 2000 to 2010



	Allegheny[image: External link]
	Pennsylvania
	N/A[37]
	129,896 (1900)
	–
	–
	annexed by Pittsburgh[image: External link] in 1907



	Brooklyn[image: External link]
	New York[image: External link]
	N/A[38]
	806,343 (1890)
	–
	–
	consolidated with New York City[image: External link] in 1898



	Camden[image: External link]
	New Jersey
	74,420
	124,555 (1950)
	-50,135
	-40.25%
	



	Canton[image: External link]
	Ohio
	71,323
	116,912 (1950)
	-45,589
	-38.99%
	



	Dearborn[image: External link]
	Michigan[image: External link]
	94,444
	112,007 (1960)
	-17,563
	-15.68%
	9.93% from 1990 to 2010



	Duluth[image: External link]
	Minnesota
	86,293
	107,312 (1960)
	-21,019
	-19.59%
	



	Erie[image: External link]
	Pennsylvania
	98,593
	138,440 (1960)
	-39,847
	-28.78%
	



	Fall River[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	88,930
	120,485 (1920)
	-31,555
	-26.19%
	



	Flint[image: External link]
	Michigan[image: External link]
	97,386
	196,940 (1960)
	-99,554
	-50.55%
	



	Gary[image: External link]
	Indiana
	76,424
	178,320 (1960)
	-101,896
	-57.14%
	



	Hammond[image: External link]
	Indiana
	77,134
	111,698 (1960)
	-34,564
	-30.94%
	



	Kenosha[image: External link]
	Wisconsin
	99,631
	100,150 (2012 est)*
	-519
	-0.52%
	*Only recorded instance of surpassing 100,000 was July 1, 2012 estimate



	Livonia[image: External link]
	Michigan[image: External link]
	94,041
	110,109 (1970)
	-16,068
	-14.59%
	



	Lynn[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	92,697
	102,320 (1930)
	-9,623
	-9.40%
	15.11% from 1980 to 2010



	New Bedford[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	95,032
	121,217 (1920)
	-26,185
	-21.60%
	1.39% from 2000 to 2010



	Niagara Falls[image: External link]
	New York[image: External link]
	48,632
	102,394 (1960)
	-53,762
	-52.51%
	



	Parma[image: External link]
	Ohio
	79,425
	100,216 (1970)
	-20,791
	-20.75%
	



	Portsmouth[image: External link]
	Virginia[image: External link]
	95,252
	114,773 (1960)
	-19,521
	-17.01%
	



	Reading[image: External link]
	Pennsylvania
	87,575
	111,171 (1930)
	-23,596
	-21.22%
	12.38% from 1990 to 2010



	Roanoke[image: External link]
	Virginia[image: External link]
	99,660
	100,220 (1980)
	-560
	-0.56%
	2.23% from 2000 to 2010



	Scranton[image: External link]
	Pennsylvania
	77,291
	143,333 (1930)
	-66,042
	-46.08%
	



	Somerville[image: External link]
	Massachusetts
	81,322
	103,908 (1930)
	-22,586
	-21.74%
	



	St. Joseph[image: External link]
	Missouri
	76,472
	102,979 (1900)
	-26,507
	-25.74%
	6.86% from 1990 to 2010



	Trenton
	New Jersey
	84,056
	128,009 (1950)
	-43,953
	-34.34%
	



	Utica[image: External link]
	New York[image: External link]
	60,652
	101,740 (1930)
	-41,088
	-40.39%
	2.61% from 2000 to 2010



	Wilmington[image: External link]
	Delaware
	71,442
	112,504 (1940)
	-41,062
	-36.50%
	



	Youngstown[image: External link]
	Ohio
	64,312
	170,002 (1930)
	-105,690
	-62.17%
	






Locations of 50 most populous cities



See also


	
Demographics of the United States[image: External link]

	
United States Census Bureau

	List of U.S. states and territories by population

	List of metropolitan areas of the United States[image: External link]

	List of United States cities by population

	List of United States counties and county equivalents





	
United States Office of Management and Budget

	The OMB has defined 1098 statistical areas[image: External link] comprising 388 MSAs, 541 μSAs, and 169 CSAs

	
Primary statistical area – List of the 574 PSAs

	
Combined Statistical Area – List of the 169 CSAs


	
Core Based Statistical Area[image: External link] – List of the 929 CBSAs

	
Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link] – List of the 388 MSAs


	
Micropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link] – List of the 541 μSAs






















	Largest cities in the United States by population by decade[image: External link]

	List of U.S. states' largest cities by population[image: External link]

	
List of cities proper by population[image: External link] (most populous cities in the world)

	List of United States cities by area[image: External link]

	List of United States cities by population density[image: External link]

	Lists of populated places in the United States

	
Shrinking cities in the United States[image: External link]

	Largest cities in the United States by population by decade[image: External link]
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^ Officially listed in US Census Bureau records as Boise City


	
^ The City of Columbus[image: External link], Georgia, and Muscogee County, Georgia[image: External link], are separate but coterminous entities with a single consolidated city–county government[image: External link].


	
^ The City of Augusta[image: External link], Georgia, and Richmond County, Georgia[image: External link], are separate entities with a single consolidated city–county government[image: External link]. The City of Augusta comprises all of Richmond County except the two other incorporated municipalities within the county.


	
^ The Town of Cary[image: External link], North Carolina, is currently the second most populous incorporated town[image: External link] in the United States.


	
^ After approval by local voters in a 2012 referendum, the City of Macon, Georgia[image: External link] merged with most of unincorporated Bibb County, Georgia[image: External link] on January 1, 2014. The new consolidated government is officially "Macon-Bibb County."


	
^ Kansas City, Kansas[image: External link], and Wyandotte County, Kansas[image: External link], are separate entities with a single consolidated city–county government[image: External link]. Kansas City comprises all of Wyandotte County except the other incorporated municipalities within the county.


	
^ The City of Lafayette[image: External link], Louisiana[image: External link], and Lafayette Parish, Louisiana[image: External link], are separate entities with a single consolidated city–parish government[image: External link]. The City of Lafayette comprises all of Lafayette Parish except the other incorporated municipalities within the parish.


	
^ The City of Athens[image: External link], Georgia, and Clarke County, Georgia[image: External link], are separate entities with a single consolidated city–county government[image: External link]. The City of Athens comprises all of Clarke County except the other incorporated municipalities within the county.


	
^ Official name is San Buenaventura


	
^ Jurupa Valley was incorporated as a city on July 1, 2011 from various portions of unincorporated territory in Riverside County, California[image: External link]. Because of this, there is no official 2010 Census population.


	
^ a b c In the state of New Jersey, townships[image: External link] are full-fledged municipalities on par with any town[image: External link], city[image: External link], borough[image: External link], or village[image: External link].

"Annual Estimates of the Resident Population for Minor Civil Divisions, by County: April 1, 2010 to July 1, 2016"[image: External link]. 2016 Census Population Estimates. U.S. Census Bureau, Population Division. May 2017. Retrieved May 25, 2017.


	
^ The Town of Davie[image: External link], Florida[image: External link], is currently the third most populous incorporated town[image: External link] in the United States.


	
^ In the state of Michigan[image: External link], charter townships[image: External link] are municipalities on par with any other incorporated city[image: External link].

"Annual Estimates of the Resident Population for Minor Civil Divisions, by County: April 1, 2010 to July 1, 2016"[image: External link]. 2016 Census Population Estimates. U.S. Census Bureau, Population Division. May 2017. Retrieved May 25, 2017.


	
^ "Census of Governments"[image: External link] (PDF). Government Organization. U.S. Census Bureau. December 2002. Retrieved December 30, 2010.


	
^ a b c d "Annual Estimates of the Resident Population: April 1, 2010 to July 1, 2016"[image: External link]. 2016 Census Population Estimates. U.S. Census Bureau, Population Division. March 2017. Retrieved April 1, 2017.


	
^ The population of all North Side[image: External link] neighborhoods of Pittsburgh (41,120), plus Census Tract 4270 Blocks 2 & 3, which are the sections of Millvale, Pennsylvania[image: External link] that were formally part of Allegheny City. (an additional 2,301), which totals to 43,421. All data from the 2010 Census.


	
^ The population for Brooklyn in the 2010 Census was 2,504,700. However, since Brooklyn is now a borough of the City of New York and thus no longer its own separate city, for the purposes of this chart, its current population will be regarded as negligible.
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Metropolitan Area






"Metro area" redirects here. For the dance music duo, see Metro Area[image: External link].

A metropolitan area, sometimes referred to as a metro area or commuter belt, is a region consisting of a densely populated urban core[image: External link] and its less-populated surrounding territories, sharing industry, infrastructure, and housing.[1] A metro area usually comprises multiple jurisdictions[image: External link] and municipalities[image: External link]: neighborhoods[image: External link], townships[image: External link], boroughs[image: External link], cities[image: External link], towns[image: External link], exurbs[image: External link], suburbs[image: External link], counties[image: External link], districts[image: External link], states[image: External link], and even nations[image: External link] like the eurodistricts[image: External link]. As social, economic and political institutions have changed, metropolitan areas have become key economic and political regions.[2] Metropolitan areas include one or more urban areas[image: External link], as well as satellite cities, towns and intervening rural areas that are socio-economically tied to the urban core, typically measured by commuting[image: External link] patterns.[3]

For urban centres outside metropolitan areas, that generate a similar attraction at smaller scale for their region, the concept of the regiopolis[image: External link] and respectively regiopolitan area or regio was introduced by German professors in 2006.[4]
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 General definition




A metropolitan area combines an urban agglomeration[image: External link] (the contiguous, built-up area) with zones not necessarily urban in character, but closely bound to the center by employment or other commerce. These outlying zones are sometimes known as a commuter belt, and may extend well beyond the urban zone, to other political entities. For example, El Monte[image: External link], California is considered part of the Los Angeles[image: External link] metro area in the United States.

In practice, the parameters of metropolitan areas, in both official and unofficial usage, are not consistent. Sometimes they are little different from an urban area, and in other cases they cover broad regions that have little relation to a single urban settlement; comparative statistics for metropolitan area should take this into account. Population figures given for one metro area can vary by millions.

There has been no significant change in the basic concept of metropolitan areas since its adoption in 1950,[5] although significant changes in geographic distributions have occurred since then, and more are expected.[6] Because of the fluidity of the term "metropolitan statistical area," the term used colloquially is more often "metro service area," "metro area," or "MSA" taken to include not only a city, but also surrounding suburban, exurban and sometimes rural areas, all which it is presumed to influence.

A polycentric metropolitan area is one not connected by continuous development or conurbation[image: External link], which requires urban contiguity. In defining a metropolitan area, it is sufficient that a city or cities form a nucleus that other areas have a high degree of integration with.
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 Unique country-specific official definitions
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 Algeria




Algeria[image: External link] has two major metropolitan areas: Algiers[image: External link] and Oran[image: External link]. Algiers is the capital with more than 4 million inhabitants and Oran is the commercial and industrial city with more than 1.4 million inhabitants.[7]
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 Australia




The Australian Bureau of Statistics[image: External link] defines 'statistical divisions' as areas under the unifying influence of one or more major towns[image: External link] or a major city[image: External link].[8] Each of the state and territory[image: External link] capital cities as well as the national capital, Canberra[image: External link], forms its own statistical division, and the population of the statistical division is the figure most often quoted for that city's population. However, this definition has largely become obsolete with the conurbation of several statistical divisions into a larger metropolitan areas. For example, the City of Brisbane[image: External link], the capital city of Queensland[image: External link], has long since become contiguous with the surrounding cities of Ipswich[image: External link], Logan City[image: External link], Redland City[image: External link], Redcliffe, Pine Rivers, Caboolture[image: External link] and the Gold Coast[image: External link]. This conurbation is common to all the major metropolitan areas of Australia, which include all the capital cities and many major regional centres such as the Gold Coast[image: External link], Newcastle[image: External link], Wollongong[image: External link], Geelong[image: External link], Townsville[image: External link], Cairns[image: External link] and Toowoomba[image: External link].
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 Brazil




In Brazil, metropolitan areas are called 'metropolitan regions'. Each State[image: External link] defines its own legislation for the creation, definition and organization of a metropolitan region. The creation of a metropolitan region is not intended for any statistical purpose, although the Brazilian Institute of Geography and Statistics[image: External link] uses them in its reports. Their main purpose is to allow for a better management of public policies of common interest to all cities involved. They don't have political, electoral or jurisdictional power whatsoever, so citizens living in a metropolitan region do not elect representatives for them. There are currently 52 metropolitan regions, distributed in all major regions of the country, the largest of them being the metropolitan area of São Paulo[image: External link] with over 21,242,900 inhabitants, making it the largest metropolitan area in the southern hemisphere, and the 7th largest in the world.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Canada




Statistics Canada[image: External link] defines a census metropolitan area[image: External link] (CMA) as an area consisting of one or more adjacent municipalities situated around a major urban core. To form a CMA, the metropolitan area must have a population of at least 100,000, at least half within the urban core. To be included in the CMA, adjacent municipalities must have a high degree of integration with the core, as measured by commuter flows derived from census data.[9] As of the Canada 2011 Census[image: External link], there were 33 CMAs in Canada[image: External link], including six with a population over one million— Toronto[image: External link], Montreal[image: External link], Vancouver[image: External link], Ottawa, Calgary[image: External link] and Edmonton[image: External link].[10]
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 Denmark




In Denmark the only metropolitan area is Greater Copenhagen[image: External link],[11] consisting of the Capital Region of Denmark[image: External link] along with the neighboring regions Region Zealand[image: External link] and Skåne County[image: External link] (Sweden). Greater Copenhagen has an approximate population of 1.25 million people.[12][13] This area is the most densely populated area in the Nordic Region.[14] The definition broadly overlaps with that of the Øresund Region[image: External link].
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 Egypt




In Egypt[image: External link], there is officially a region called Greater Cairo[image: External link], which includes the capital[image: External link] and its province[image: External link] as well as surrounding cities. Alexandria[image: External link]'s urban area is another metropolitan area, but not considered officially as such.
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 Pakistan




In Pakistan, there is officially a region called Greater Karachi and Lahore, which includes the capital city Islamabad and its province[image: External link] as well as surrounding cities. Faislabad[image: External link]'s urban area is another metropolitan area, but not considered officially as such.
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 European Union




The European Union[image: External link]'s statistical agency, Eurostat[image: External link], has created a concept named Larger Urban Zone[image: External link] (LUZ). The LUZ represents an attempt at a harmonised definition of the metropolitan area, and the goal was to have an area from a significant share of the resident commute into the city, a concept known as the "functional urban region".[15]
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 Ireland




The Republic of Ireland has two metropolitan areas, Dublin[image: External link] and Cork[image: External link].


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 France




See also: Urban area (France)[image: External link]


France's national statistics institute, the INSEE, names an urban core and its surrounding area of commuter influence an aire urbaine[image: External link] (official translation: "urban area"[16]). This statistical method applies to agglomerations of all sizes, but the INSEE sometimes uses the term aire métropolitaine (metropolitan area) to refer to France's largest aires urbaines.

The top ten metropolitan cities based on 2012 Census population are Paris, Lyon[image: External link], Marseille[image: External link], Toulouse[image: External link], Lille[image: External link], Bordeaux[image: External link], Nice[image: External link], Nantes[image: External link], Strasbourg[image: External link] and Rennes[image: External link].
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 India




In India, a metropolitan city is defined as, one having a population of 1 million and above.[17] As of 2011 census of India[image: External link], there are 46 metropolitan cities[image: External link] in India and the top ten are, Mumbai[image: External link], Delhi, Kolkata[image: External link], Chennai[image: External link], Bengaluru[image: External link], Hyderabad[image: External link], Ahmedabad[image: External link], Surat[image: External link], Pune[image: External link] and Jaipur[image: External link].[18] Residents of these cities are also entitled to a higher house rent allowance.[19]
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 Indonesia




Indonesia[image: External link] has five officially recognised metropolitan areas – Bandung[image: External link], Jakarta[image: External link], Medan[image: External link], Surabaya[image: External link] and Makassar[image: External link]. Jakarta is Indonesia's capital and largest city with approximately 28 million metropolitan inhabitants.[20] Outside this 5 metropolitan region, there are more than 15 cities with metro population more than 1 million.
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 Israel




In Israel there are four recognized metropolitan areas: Tel Aviv[image: External link], Jerusalem[image: External link], Haifa[image: External link] and Beersheba[image: External link]. Tel Aviv Metropolitan Area[image: External link] in late 2005 numbered about three million inhabitants. This is a center of metropolitan employment and business in Israel. Today, some argue that the Tel Aviv metropolitan area—Gush Dan[image: External link], will be deployed in future from Hadera[image: External link] to Gedera[image: External link] (for all "rings"—inner, middle and outer).[citation needed[image: External link]] Nazareth[image: External link] is also a developing metropolitan area, somewhat in the scale of Beersheba. By most definitions a big part of Jerusalem's metropolitan area is in the West Bank[image: External link] and so is some of Tel Aviv's.
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 Japan




The term toshiken ( 都市圏[image: External link] ?[image: External link], metropolitan area in Japanese) refers to a metropolitan area in Japan. The Greater Tokyo Area[image: External link] is a major metropolitan area in the nation, consisting of the Kantō region[image: External link] of Japan, including the Tokyo Metropolis[image: External link], as well as Yamanashi Prefecture[image: External link].
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 Korea




In Korea[image: External link], the term of metropolitan area is gwang-yeoksi (광역시, officially translated in Korean) and Teukbyeolsi (특별시).[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Philippines




Metro Manila[image: External link] is the largest conurbation[image: External link] or urban agglomeration[image: External link] in the Philippines, and its official metropolitan area is composed of the city of Manila[image: External link] plus 15 neighboring cities and a municipality. Other metropolitan areas are centered on the cities of Angeles[image: External link], Bacolod[image: External link], Baguio[image: External link], Batangas[image: External link], Cagayan de Oro[image: External link], Cebu[image: External link], Dagupan[image: External link], Davao[image: External link], Iloilo[image: External link], Naga[image: External link], Olongapo[image: External link].
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 Spain




Spain has a few large metropolitan areas, Madrid[image: External link], Barcelona[image: External link], Bilbao[image: External link], Valencia[image: External link], Seville[image: External link], Málaga[image: External link], Zaragoza[image: External link], Mallorca[image: External link], A Coruña[image: External link]. The largest is Madrid[image: External link], with about 6 million inhabitants.
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 Tunisia




Tunisia[image: External link] has 3 major metropolitan areas: Tunis[image: External link], Sfax[image: External link] and Sousse[image: External link]. The largest being Tunis with 2.7 million inhabitants.[21]
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 Turkey




The word metropolitan describes a major city in Turkey[image: External link] like Istanbul[image: External link], a city that is dominant to others both financially and socially.[23] There are 16 officially defined "state metropolitan areas" in Turkey, for governing purposes.[24] More than ten of these metropolitan areas are populated with more than one million people: İstanbul[image: External link], Ankara, İzmir[image: External link], Bursa[image: External link], Adana[image: External link], Gaziantep[image: External link], Konya[image: External link], Antalya[image: External link], Samsun[image: External link], Kayseri[image: External link], Eskişehir[image: External link] and Mersin[image: External link].

İstanbul[image: External link]- Kocaeli[image: External link]- Sakarya[image: External link]- Yalova[image: External link]- Bursa[image: External link] metropolitan areas, almost continuously inhabited, form one single megalopolitan area around the eastern part of Marmara Sea[image: External link], with total population of almost 20 Million and with the combined economy of US$750 Billion. İstanbul Province[image: External link] itself has a population of 17 Million and an economy of almost US$500 Billion.
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 United Kingdom




See also: List of metropolitan areas in the United Kingdom[image: External link]


There are currently (2011) 46 metropolitan areas in the United Kingdom with a populations in the range 150,000 to 25 million inhabitants, according to the European Union[image: External link]'s ESPON[image: External link] project, with the following population distributions:



	Category
	Populations - 2011
	Count



	A
	12.8 - 25 million
	1



	B
	6.4 - 12.8 million
	0



	C
	3.2 - 6.4 million
	1



	D
	1.6 - 3.2 million
	3



	E
	0.8 - 1.6 million
	7



	F
	0.4 - 0.8 million
	9



	Gi

	0.2 - 0.4 million
	19



	Gii

	=<0.2 million
	6



	Total
	
	46




The largest is London Metropolitan Area[image: External link] with 14.0 million inhabitants; the next largest metropolitan area, Birmingham[image: External link],

is a step change down with 3.7 million inhabitants.
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 United States




Main article: Statistical area[image: External link]


See also: List of Metropolitan Statistical Areas


Most recently on February 28, 2013, the United States Office of Management and Budget defined 1,098 statistical areas[image: External link] for the metropolitan areas of the United States and Puerto Rico.[25] These 1,098 statistical areas comprise 929 Core Based Statistical Areas[image: External link] (CBSAs)[26] and 169 Combined Statistical Areas (CSAs).[27] The 929 Core Based Statistical Areas are divided into 388 Metropolitan Statistical Areas[image: External link] (MSAs – 381 for the U.S. and seven for Puerto Rico)[28] and 541 Micropolitan Statistical Areas[image: External link] (μSAs – 536 for the U.S. and five for Puerto Rico).[29] The 169 Combined Statistical Areas (166 for the U.S. and three for Puerto Rico) each comprise two or more adjacent Core Based Statistical Areas.
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 Vietnam




Vietnam's two metropolitan areas are the Hanoi Capital Region[image: External link] and Ho Chi Minh City Metropolitan Area[image: External link].
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 Megalopolis




Main article: Megalopolis[image: External link]


The concept of a "megalopolis" was first examined in detail by the Scottish geographer Patrick Geddes[image: External link] in his 1915 book Cities in Evolution. Geddes describes it as a "city-region", a chain of interlinked urban or metropolitan areas.

One prominent North American example of a megalopolis is the Northeast megalopolis, sometimes called the BosWash[image: External link] after the cities on either end: it consists of Boston; Providence, RI[image: External link]; Hartford, CT; Greater New York City; Philadelphia; Wilmington, DE[image: External link]; Baltimore; Washington, DC and their vicinities.[30] Two other prominent megalopolises in North America[image: External link] are as follows:


	In California and Baja California[image: External link], Ventura County[image: External link], Los Angeles County[image: External link], Orange County[image: External link], San Diego County[image: External link], part of Riverside County[image: External link], part of San Bernardino County[image: External link], Tijuana Municipality[image: External link], Rosarito Beach Municipality[image: External link], Mexicali Municipality[image: External link], and Tecate Municipality[image: External link]. There are hundreds of cities and towns in this megalopolis, with the largest ones being Los Angeles[image: External link], Long Beach[image: External link], Irvine[image: External link], Anaheim[image: External link], San Diego[image: External link], and Tijuana[image: External link].

	The bi-national Great Lakes Megalopolis[image: External link] consists of the group of North American[image: External link] metropolitan areas surrounding the Great Lakes region[image: External link] within the Midwestern United States, Southern Ontario[image: External link], and parts of Pennsylvania, New York[image: External link], and Quebec[image: External link]. The region extends from the Milwaukee[image: External link]– Chicago[image: External link]– Gary[image: External link] corridor to the Detroit[image: External link]– Toronto[image: External link] corridor, and includes Buffalo[image: External link], Cincinnati[image: External link], Cleveland[image: External link], Columbus[image: External link], Dayton[image: External link], Erie[image: External link], Grand Rapids[image: External link], Indianapolis[image: External link], Louisville[image: External link], Ottawa, Rochester[image: External link], and Toledo[image: External link], reaching as far as Pittsburgh[image: External link] and St. Louis[image: External link]. The region had an estimated population of 54 million for the 2000 Census and is projected to reach about 65 million by 2025, although much of this area has remained rural, due in part to the decline of the Rust Belt[image: External link].



The world's largest megalopolis is probably the Taiheiyō Belt[image: External link] (the Pacific megalopolis) of Japan[image: External link] on southeastern Honshu[image: External link] that consists of the metropolis of Tokyo[image: External link], Kawasaki[image: External link], Yokohama[image: External link], Shizuoka[image: External link], Hamamatsu[image: External link], Nagoya[image: External link], Kyoto[image: External link], Osaka[image: External link], Kobe[image: External link], Okayama[image: External link], Hiroshima[image: External link], Kitakyushu[image: External link], Fukuoka[image: External link] and their surrounding cities and towns. Major means of ground transportation[image: External link] in Japan such as its railroad network[image: External link] (for both passengers and freight), many expressways[image: External link], and the " Shinkansen[image: External link]" bullet train are concentrated in this region, which also includes the northern shore of the Inland Sea[image: External link] of Japan. This is a highly industrialized part of Japan, and it is also the location of its most important seaports[image: External link] in Japan – such as at Yokohama, Osaka, Kobe, Hiroshima and Kure[image: External link] – and its most important international airports[image: External link] – such as at Tokyo and Osaka. The population of this megalopolis can be as high as 83 million people, depending on where one draws its boundaries.

Seoul National Capital Area[image: External link] is a megalopolis with a population of 24 million, which includes Seoul, Incheon[image: External link], Suwon[image: External link], Goyang[image: External link] and the rest of Gyeonggi-do[image: External link] and extends to some fraction of western Gangwon-do[image: External link], and Chungcheong-do[image: External link]. Its area is over 10,000㎢ and about 11,745㎢, which is connected by ground transportation[image: External link] such as its railroad network[image: External link], many expressways[image: External link], and High-speed rail[image: External link] so-called " KTX[image: External link]".

Guangdong Province[image: External link]'s Pearl River Delta[image: External link] is a megalopolis with a population of 48 million that extends from Hong Kong[image: External link] and Shenzhen[image: External link] to Guangzhou[image: External link]. Some projections assume that by 2030 up to 1 billion people will live in China[image: External link]'s urban areas. Even rather conservative projections predict an urban population of up to 800 million people. In its most recent assessment, the UN Population Division estimated an urban population of 1 billion in 2050.[31]

Europe contains numerous large metropolitan areas, such as the Madrid metropolitan area[image: External link] in Spain (pop. 6.3 million), the Milan metropolitan area[image: External link] (pop. 8 million) in Italy, the Barcelona metropolitan area[image: External link] (pop. 5 million), the Randstad[image: External link] (pop. 7.1 million) in the Netherlands, the Upper Silesian metropolitan area[image: External link] (pop. 7 million) in Poland and the Czech Republic, and the Flemish Diamond[image: External link] (pop. 5.5 million) in Belgium. The largest are the London metropolitan area[image: External link] (pop. 13.6 million), Paris metropolitan area[image: External link] (pop. 12.2 million), and the Rhine-Ruhr[image: External link] metropolitan region[image: External link] (pop. 11.5 million) in Germany. However, it is generally considered only to contain one megalopolis[image: External link], best known as the 'Blue Banana[image: External link]'. The concept was developed in 1989 by Frenchman Roger Brunet[image: External link]. Its precise extent is not universally agreed, but it typically stretches from London and the Thames estuary down the Rhine corridor including the likes of Brussels, Paris and the Rhine-Ruhr as far as Turin and Milan. Assessments of the total population range from 92 to 110 million, depending on the inclusion of the Parisian area which was most explicitly excluded by Brunet. It has been subject to criticism, particularly due to the discontinuity caused by the very low-population areas of the Alps and the North Sea; alternative models have also been suggested, such as the overlapping Golden Banana[image: External link], and an emerging English megalopolis comprising most of southeastern England, the Midlands[image: External link] and parts of northern England.[citation needed[image: External link]] Indeed, using the criterion of population density, England as a whole already has a population density of 407 people per square kilometre,[32] which is higher than the United States Northeast megalopolis.

Africa[image: External link]'s first megalopolis is situated in the urban portion of Gauteng[image: External link] Province in South Africa[image: External link], comprising the conurbation of Johannesburg[image: External link], and the metropolitan areas of Pretoria[image: External link] and the Vaal Triangle[image: External link], otherwise known as the PWV.

Brazil has one megalopolis: the Rio de Janeiro[image: External link]—São Paulo[image: External link] Megalopolis, which includes parts of Minas Gerais[image: External link], Rio de Janeiro[image: External link] and São Paulo[image: External link] states and has a population of over 45 million inhabitants. It spreads throughout much of the Southeast Region of the country, a conurbation that brings together more than 450 cities – defined primarily by metropolitan areas of Rio de Janeiro[image: External link] and São Paulo[image: External link] and the whole catchment area around and between them (separated by about 300 km) is by far the most urbanized and industrialized in the country and Latin America.

Megacity[image: External link] is a general term for metropolitan areas that usually have a total population in excess of ten million people. In Canada, "megacity" can also refer informally to the results of merging a central city with its suburbs to form one large municipality. A Canadian "megacity", however, is not necessarily an entirely urbanized area, since many of its named "cities" have both rural and urban portions. Also, 10 million inhabitants is an unreasonably high number for Canada. Moreover, Canadian "megacities" do not constitute large metropolitan areas in a global sense. For example, Toronto[image: External link] has a metropolitan population of about five million people, but is part of a much larger metropolitan region called the Golden Horseshoe[image: External link], which has about eight million people.

The census population of a metro area is not the city population. However, it better demonstrates the population of the city. Los Angeles[image: External link] may only have a city population of slightly less than four million, but depending on the definition, it has a metropolitan area population of either 13 million, or 18 million people in its combined statistical area. A major question is whether or not to include San Diego[image: External link] and Tijuana[image: External link].
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For a list of all US metropolitan areas regardless of size see List of primary statistical areas of the United States, this article only includes those statistical areas which have an urban core area of over 50,000

Main article: Metropolitan statistical area


The United States Office of Management and Budget (OMB) has defined 382 Metropolitan Statistical Areas[image: External link] (MSAs) for the United States and seven for Puerto Rico.[1] The OMB defines a Metropolitan Statistical Area as one or more adjacent counties or county equivalents that have at least one urban core area of at least 50,000 population, plus adjacent territory that has a high degree of social and economic integration with the core as measured by commuting ties.

United States

The following sortable[image: External link] table[image: External link] lists the 382 Metropolitan Statistical Areas (MSAs) of the United States with the following information:


	The MSA rank by population as of July 1, 2016, as estimated by the United States Census Bureau[2]


	The MSA name as designated by the United States Office of Management and Budget[image: External link][1]


	The MSA population as of July 1, 2016, as estimated by the United States Census Bureau[2]


	The MSA population as of April 1, 2010, as enumerated by the 2010 United States Census[2]


	The percent MSA population change from April 1, 2010, to July 1, 2016[2]


	The Combined Statistical Area (CSA)[3] if the MSA is a component[1]








	The 382 Metropolitan Statistical Areas of the United States of America



	Rank
	Metropolitan Statistical Area
	2016 Estimate
	2010 Census
	% Change
	Encompassing Combined Statistical Area



	1
	New York-Newark-Jersey City, NY-NJ-PA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	20,153,634
	19,567,410
	+3.00%
	New York-Newark, NY-NJ-CT-PA Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	2
	Los Angeles-Long Beach-Anaheim, CA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	13,310,447
	12,828,837
	+3.75%
	Los Angeles-Long Beach, CA Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	3
	Chicago-Naperville-Elgin, IL-IN-WI Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	9,512,999
	9,461,105
	+0.55%
	Chicago-Naperville, IL-IN-WI Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	4
	Dallas-Fort Worth-Arlington, TX Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	7,233,323
	6,426,214
	+12.56%
	Dallas-Fort Worth, TX-OK Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	5
	Houston-The Woodlands-Sugar Land, TX Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	6,772,470
	5,920,416
	+14.39%
	Houston-The Woodlands, TX Combined Statistical Area



	6
	Washington-Arlington-Alexandria, DC-VA-MD-WV Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	6,131,977
	5,636,232
	+8.80%
	Washington-Baltimore-Arlington, DC-MD-VA-WV-PA Combined Statistical Area



	7
	Philadelphia-Camden-Wilmington, PA-NJ-DE-MD Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	6,070,500
	5,965,343
	+1.76%
	Philadelphia-Reading-Camden, PA-NJ-DE-MD Combined Statistical Area



	8
	Miami-Fort Lauderdale-West Palm Beach, FL Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	6,066,387
	5,564,635
	+9.02%
	Miami-Fort Lauderdale-Port St. Lucie, FL Combined Statistical Area



	9
	Atlanta-Sandy Springs-Roswell, GA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	5,789,700
	5,286,728
	+9.51%
	Atlanta-Sandy Springs, GA Combined Statistical Area



	10
	Boston-Cambridge-Newton, MA-NH Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	4,794,447
	4,552,402
	+5.32%
	Boston-Worcester-Providence, MA-RI-NH-CT Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	11
	San Francisco-Oakland-Hayward, CA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	4,679,166
	4,335,391
	+7.93%
	San Jose-San Francisco-Oakland, CA Combined Statistical Area



	12
	Phoenix-Mesa-Scottsdale, AZ Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	4,661,537
	4,192,887
	+11.18%
	



	13
	Riverside-San Bernardino-Ontario, CA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	4,527,837
	4,224,851
	+7.17%
	Los Angeles-Long Beach, CA Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	14
	Detroit-Warren-Dearborn, MI Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	4,297,617
	4,296,250
	+0.03%
	Detroit-Warren-Ann Arbor, MI Combined Statistical Area



	15
	Seattle-Tacoma-Bellevue, WA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	3,798,902
	3,439,809
	+10.44%
	Seattle-Tacoma, WA Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	16
	Minneapolis-St. Paul-Bloomington, MN-WI Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	3,551,036
	3,348,859
	+6.04%
	Minneapolis-St. Paul, MN-WI Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	17
	San Diego-Carlsbad, CA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	3,317,749
	3,095,313
	+7.19%
	



	18
	Tampa-St. Petersburg-Clearwater, FL Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	3,032,171
	2,783,243
	+8.94%
	



	19
	Denver-Aurora-Lakewood, CO Metropolitan Statistical Area
	2,853,077
	2,543,482
	+12.17%
	Denver-Aurora-Lakewood, CO Metropolitan Statistical Area



	20
	St. Louis, MO-IL Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	2,807,002
	2,787,701
	+0.69%
	St. Louis-St. Charles-Farmington, MO-IL Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	21
	Baltimore-Columbia-Towson, MD Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	2,798,886
	2,710,489
	+3.26%
	Washington-Baltimore-Arlington, DC-MD-VA-WV-PA Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	22
	Charlotte-Concord-Gastonia, NC-SC Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	2,474,314
	2,217,012
	+11.61%
	Charlotte-Concord, NC-SC Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	23
	Orlando-Kissimmee-Sanford, FL Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	2,441,257
	2,134,411
	+14.38%
	Orlando-Deltona-Daytona Beach, FL Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	24
	San Antonio-New Braunfels, TX Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	2,429,609
	2,142,508
	+13.40%



	25
	Portland-Vancouver-Hillsboro, OR-WA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	2,424,955
	2,226,009
	+8.94%
	Portland-Vancouver-Salem, OR-WA Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	26
	Pittsburgh, PA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	2,342,299
	2,356,285
	−0.59%
	Pittsburgh-New Castle-Weirton, PA-OH-WV Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	27
	Sacramento–Roseville–Arden-Arcade, CA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	2,296,418
	2,149,127
	+6.85%
	Sacramento-Roseville, CA Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	28
	Cincinnati, OH-KY-IN Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	2,165,139
	2,114,580
	+2.39%
	Cincinnati-Wilmington-Maysville, OH-KY-IN Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	29
	Las Vegas-Henderson-Paradise, NV Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	2,155,664
	1,951,269
	+10.47%
	Las Vegas-Henderson, NV-AZ Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	30
	Kansas City, MO-KS Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	2,104,509
	2,009,342
	+4.74%
	Kansas City-Overland Park-Kansas City, MO-KS Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	31
	Austin-Round Rock, TX Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	2,056,405
	1,716,289
	+19.82%
	



	32
	Cleveland-Elyria, OH Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	2,055,612
	2,077,240
	−1.04%
	Cleveland-Akron-Canton, OH Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	33
	Columbus, OH Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	2,041,520
	1,901,974
	+7.34%
	Columbus-Marion-Zanesville, OH Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	34
	Indianapolis-Carmel-Anderson, IN Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	2,004,230
	1,887,877
	+6.16%
	Indianapolis-Carmel-Muncie, IN Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	35
	San Jose-Sunnyvale-Santa Clara, CA Metropolitan Statistical Area
	1,978,816
	1,836,911
	+7.73%
	San Jose-San Francisco-Oakland, CA Combined Statistical Area



	36
	Nashville-Davidson–Murfreesboro–Franklin, TN Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	1,865,298
	1,670,890
	+11.63%
	Nashville-Davidson–Murfreesboro, TN Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	37
	Virginia Beach-Norfolk-Newport News, VA-NC Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	1,726,907
	1,676,822
	+2.99%
	Virginia Beach-Norfolk, VA-NC Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	38
	Providence-Warwick, RI-MA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	1,614,750
	1,600,852
	+0.87%
	Boston-Worcester-Providence, MA-RI-NH-CT Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	39
	Milwaukee-Waukesha-West Allis, WI Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	1,572,482
	1,555,908
	+1.07%
	Milwaukee-Racine-Waukesha, WI Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	40
	Jacksonville, FL Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	1,478,212
	1,345,596
	+9.86%
	Jacksonville-St. Marys-Palatka, FL-GA Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	41
	Oklahoma City, OK Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	1,373,211
	1,252,987
	+9.59%
	Oklahoma City-Shawnee, OK Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	42
	Memphis, TN-MS-AR Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	1,342,842
	1,324,829
	+1.36%
	Memphis-Forrest City, TN-MS-AR Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	43
	Raleigh, NC Metropolitan Statistical Area
	1,302,946
	1,130,490
	+15.25%
	Raleigh-Durham-Chapel Hill, NC Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	44
	Louisville/Jefferson County, KY-IN Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	1,283,430
	1,235,708
	+3.86%
	Louisville/Jefferson County–Elizabethtown–Madison, KY-IN Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	45
	Richmond, VA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	1,281,708
	1,208,101
	+6.09%
	



	46
	New Orleans-Metairie, LA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	1,268,883
	1,189,866
	+6.64%
	New Orleans-Metairie-Hammond, LA-MS Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	47
	Hartford-West Hartford-East Hartford, CT Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	1,206,836
	1,212,381
	−0.46%
	Hartford-West Hartford, CT Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	48
	Salt Lake City, UT Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	1,186,187
	1,087,873
	+9.04%
	Salt Lake City-Provo-Orem, UT Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	49
	Birmingham-Hoover, AL Metropolitan Statistical Area
	1,147,417
	1,128,047
	+1.72%
	Birmingham-Hoover-Talladega, AL Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	50
	Buffalo-Cheektowaga-Niagara Falls, NY Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	1,132,804
	1,135,509
	−0.24%
	Buffalo-Cheektowaga, NY Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	51
	Rochester, NY Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	1,078,879
	1,079,671
	−0.07%
	Rochester-Batavia-Seneca Falls, NY Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	52
	Grand Rapids-Wyoming, MI Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	1,047,099
	988,938
	+5.88%
	Grand Rapids-Wyoming-Muskegon, MI Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	53
	Tucson, AZ Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	1,016,206
	980,263
	+3.67%
	Tucson-Nogales, AZ Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	54
	Urban Honolulu, HI Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	992,605
	953,207
	+4.13%
	



	55
	Tulsa, OK Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	987,201
	937,478
	+5.30%
	Tulsa-Muskogee-Bartlesville, OK Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	56
	Fresno, CA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	979,915
	930,450
	+5.32%
	Fresno-Madera, CA Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	57
	Bridgeport-Stamford-Norwalk, CT Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	944,177
	916,829
	+2.98%
	New York-Newark, NY-NJ-CT-PA Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	58
	Worcester, MA-CT Metropolitan Statistical Area
	935,781
	916,980
	+2.05%
	Boston-Worcester-Providence, MA-RI-NH-CT Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	59
	Omaha-Council Bluffs, NE-IA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	924,129
	865,350
	+6.79%
	Omaha-Council Bluffs-Fremont, NE-IA Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	60
	Albuquerque, NM Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	909,906
	887,077
	+2.57%
	Albuquerque-Santa Fe-Las Vegas, NM Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	61
	Greenville-Anderson-Mauldin, SC Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	884,975
	824,112
	+7.39%
	Greenville-Spartanburg-Anderson, SC Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	62
	Bakersfield, CA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	884,788
	839,631
	+5.38%
	



	63
	Albany-Schenectady-Troy, NY Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	881,839
	870,716
	+1.28%
	Albany-Schenectady, NY Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	64
	Knoxville, TN Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	868,546
	837,571
	+3.70%
	Knoxville-Morristown-Sevierville, TN Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	65
	New Haven-Milford, CT Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	856,875
	862,477
	−0.65%
	New York-Newark, NY-NJ-CT-PA Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	66
	McAllen-Edinburg-Mission, TX Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	849,843
	774,769
	+9.69%
	McAllen-Edinburg, TX Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	67
	Oxnard-Thousand Oaks-Ventura, CA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	849,738
	823,318
	+3.21%
	Los Angeles-Long Beach, CA Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	68
	El Paso, TX Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	841,971
	804,123
	+4.71%
	El Paso-Las Cruces, TX-NM Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	69
	Allentown-Bethlehem-Easton, PA-NJ Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	835,652
	821,173
	+1.76%
	New York-Newark, NY-NJ-CT-PA Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	70
	Baton Rouge, LA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	835,175
	802,484
	+4.07%
	



	71
	Columbia, SC Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	817,488
	767,598
	+6.50%
	Columbia-Orangeburg-Newberry, SC Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	72
	Dayton, OH Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	800,683
	799,232
	+0.18%
	Dayton-Springfield-Sidney, OH Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	73
	North Port-Sarasota-Bradenton, FL Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	788,457
	702,281
	+12.27%
	North Port-Sarasota, FL Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	74
	Charleston-North Charleston, SC Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	761,155
	664,607
	+14.53%
	



	75
	Greensboro-High Point, NC Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	756,139
	723,801
	+4.47%
	Greensboro–Winston-Salem–High Point, NC Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	76
	Little Rock-North Little Rock-Conway, AR Metropolitan Statistical Area
	734,622
	699,757
	+4.98%
	Little Rock-North Little Rock, AR Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	77
	Stockton-Lodi, CA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	733,709
	685,306
	+7.06%
	San Jose-San Francisco-Oakland, CA Combined Statistical Area



	78
	Cape Coral-Fort Myers, FL Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	722,336
	618,754
	+16.74%
	Cape Coral-Fort Myers-Naples, FL Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	79
	Colorado Springs, CO Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	712,327
	645,613
	+10.33%
	



	80
	Akron, OH Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	702,221
	703,200
	−0.14%
	Cleveland-Akron-Canton, OH Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	81
	Boise City, ID Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	691,423
	616,561
	+12.14%
	Boise City-Mountain Home-Ontario, ID-OR Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	82
	Lakeland-Winter Haven, FL Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	666,149
	602,095
	+10.64%
	



	83
	Winston-Salem, NC Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	662,079
	640,595
	+3.35%
	Greensboro–Winston-Salem–High Point, NC Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	84
	Syracuse, NY Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	656,510
	662,577
	−0.92%
	Syracuse-Auburn, NY Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	85
	Ogden-Clearfield, UT Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	654,417
	597,159
	+9.59%
	Salt Lake City-Provo-Orem, UT Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	86
	Madison, WI Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	648,929
	605,435
	+7.18%
	Madison-Janesville-Beloit, WI Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	87
	Wichita, KS Metropolitan Statistical Area
	644,672
	630,919
	+2.18%
	Wichita-Arkansas City-Winfield, KS Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	88
	Deltona-Daytona Beach-Ormond Beach, FL Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	637,674
	590,289
	+8.03%
	Orlando-Deltona-Daytona Beach, FL Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	89
	Des Moines-West Des Moines, IA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	634,725
	569,633
	+11.43%
	Des Moines-Ames-West Des Moines, IA Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	90
	Springfield, MA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	630,283
	621,570
	+1.40%
	Springfield-Greenfield Town, MA Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	91
	Toledo, OH Metropolitan Statistical Area
	605,221
	610,001
	−0.78%
	Toledo-Port Clinton, OH Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	92
	Provo-Orem, UT Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	603,309
	526,810
	+14.52%
	Salt Lake City-Provo-Orem, UT Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	93
	Augusta-Richmond County, GA-SC Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	594,919
	564,873
	+5.32%
	



	94
	Jackson, MS Metropolitan Statistical Area
	579,229
	567,122
	+2.13%
	Jackson-Vicksburg-Brookhaven, MS Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	95
	Palm Bay-Melbourne-Titusville, FL Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	579,130
	543,376
	+6.58%
	



	96
	Harrisburg-Carlisle, PA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	568,033
	549,475
	+3.38%
	Harrisburg-York-Lebanon, PA Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	97
	Durham-Chapel Hill, NC Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	559,535
	504,357
	+10.94%
	Raleigh-Durham-Chapel Hill, NC Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	98
	Spokane-Spokane Valley, WA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	556,634
	527,753
	+5.47%
	Spokane-Spokane Valley-Coeur d'Alene, WA-ID Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	99
	Scranton–Wilkes-Barre–Hazleton, PA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	555,225
	563,631
	−1.49%
	



	100
	Chattanooga, TN-GA Metropolitan Statistical Area
	551,632
	528,143
	+4.45%
	Chattanooga-Cleveland-Dalton, TN-GA-AL Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	101
	Youngstown-Warren-Boardman, OH-PA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	544,746
	565,773
	−3.72%
	Youngstown-Warren, OH-PA Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	102
	Modesto, CA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	541,560
	514,453
	+5.27%
	Modesto-Merced, CA Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	103
	Lancaster, PA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	538,500
	519,445
	+3.67%
	



	104
	Portland-South Portland, ME Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	529,657
	514,098
	+3.03%
	Portland-Lewiston-South Portland, ME Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	105
	Fayetteville-Springdale-Rogers, AR-MO Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	525,032
	463,204
	+13.35%
	



	106
	Lexington-Fayette, KY Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	506,751
	472,099
	+7.34%
	Lexington-Fayette–Richmond–Frankfort, KY Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	107
	Santa Rosa, CA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	503,070
	483,878
	+3.97%
	San Jose-San Francisco-Oakland, CA Combined Statistical Area



	108
	Lafayette, LA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	491,528
	466,750
	+5.31%
	Lafayette-Opelousas-Morgan City, LA Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	109
	Pensacola-Ferry Pass-Brent, FL Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	485,684
	448,991
	+8.17%
	



	110
	Lansing-East Lansing, MI Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	475,099
	464,036
	+2.38%
	Lansing-East Lansing-Owosso, MI Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	111
	Port St. Lucie, FL Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	465,208
	424,107
	+9.69%
	Miami-Fort Lauderdale-Port St. Lucie, FL Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	112
	Visalia-Porterville, CA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	460,437
	442,179
	+4.13%
	Visalia-Porterville-Hanford, CA Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	113
	Springfield, MO Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	458,930
	436,712
	+5.09%
	Springfield-Branson, MO Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	114
	Reno, NV Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	457,667
	425,417
	+7.58%
	Reno-Carson City-Fernley, NV Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	115
	Corpus Christi, TX Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	454,726
	428,185
	+6.20%
	Corpus Christi-Kingsville-Alice, TX Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	116
	Asheville, NC Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	452,319
	424,858
	+6.46%
	Asheville-Brevard, NC Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	117
	Huntsville, AL Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	449,720
	417,593
	+7.69%
	Huntsville-Decatur-Albertville, AL Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	118
	Myrtle Beach-Conway-North Myrtle Beach, SC-NC Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	449,295
	376,722
	+19.26%
	Myrtle Beach-Conway, SC-NC Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	119
	Santa Maria-Santa Barbara, CA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	446,170
	423,895
	+5.25%
	



	120
	York-Hanover, PA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	443,744
	434,972
	+2.02%
	Harrisburg-York-Lebanon, PA Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	121
	Shreveport-Bossier City, LA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	441,767
	439,811
	+0.44%
	



	122
	Vallejo-Fairfield, CA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	440,207
	413,344
	+6.50%
	San Jose-San Francisco-Oakland, CA Combined Statistical Area



	123
	Killeen-Temple, TX Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	435,857
	405,300
	+7.54%
	



	124
	Salinas, CA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	435,232
	415,057
	+4.86%
	



	125
	Fort Wayne, IN Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	431,802
	416,257
	+3.73%
	Fort Wayne-Huntington-Auburn, IN Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	126
	Brownsville-Harlingen, TX Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	422,135
	406,220
	+3.92%
	Brownsville-Harlingen-Raymondville, TX Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	127
	Salem, OR Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	418,139
	390,738
	+7.01%
	Portland-Vancouver-Salem, OR-WA Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	128
	Mobile, AL Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	414,836
	412,992
	+0.45%
	Mobile-Daphne-Fairhope, AL Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	129
	Reading, PA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	414,812
	411,442
	+0.82%
	Philadelphia-Reading-Camden, PA-NJ-DE-MD Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	130
	Beaumont-Port Arthur, TX Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	409,968
	403,190
	+1.68%
	



	131
	Flint, MI Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	408,615
	425,790
	−4.03%
	Detroit-Warren-Ann Arbor, MI Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	132
	Manchester-Nashua, NH Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	407,761
	400,721
	+1.76%
	Boston-Worcester-Providence, MA-RI-NH-CT Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	133
	Anchorage, AK Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	402,557
	380,821
	+5.71%
	



	134
	Canton-Massillon, OH Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	401,281
	404,422
	−0.78%
	Cleveland-Akron-Canton, OH Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	135
	Salisbury, MD-DE Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	400,200
	373,802
	+7.06%
	



	136
	Gulfport-Biloxi-Pascagoula, MS Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	391,266
	370,702
	+5.55%
	



	137
	Savannah, GA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	384,024
	347,611
	+10.48%
	Savannah-Hinesville-Statesboro, GA Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	138
	Davenport-Moline-Rock Island, IA-IL Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	382,268
	379,690
	+0.68%
	Davenport-Moline, IA-IL Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	139
	Fayetteville, NC Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	380,389
	366,383
	+3.82%
	Fayetteville-Lumberton-Laurinburg, NC Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	140
	Tallahassee, FL Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	379,627
	367,413
	+3.32%
	Tallahassee-Bainbridge, FL-GA Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	141
	Peoria, IL Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	376,246
	379,186
	−0.78%
	Peoria-Canton, IL Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	142
	Montgomery, AL Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	373,922
	374,536
	−0.16%
	



	143
	Trenton, NJ Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	371,023
	366,513
	+1.23%
	New York-Newark, NY-NJ-CT-PA Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	144
	Eugene, OR Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	369,519
	351,715
	+5.06%
	



	145
	Naples-Immokalee-Marco Island, FL Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	365,136
	321,520
	+13.57%
	Cape Coral-Fort Myers-Naples, FL Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	146
	Ann Arbor, MI Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	364,709
	344,791
	+5.78%
	Detroit-Warren-Ann Arbor, MI Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	147
	Hickory-Lenoir-Morganton, NC Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	364,187
	365,497
	−0.36%
	Hickory-Lenoir, NC Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	148
	Huntington-Ashland, WV-KY-OH Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	359,588
	364,908
	−1.46%
	Charleston-Huntington-Ashland, WV-OH-KY Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	149
	Ocala, FL Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	349,020
	331,298
	+5.35%
	



	150
	Fort Collins, CO Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	339,993
	299,630
	+13.47%
	



	151
	Rockford, IL Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	339,376
	349,431
	−2.88%
	Rockford-Freeport-Rochelle, IL Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	152
	Kalamazoo-Portage, MI Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	336,877
	326,589
	+3.15%
	Kalamazoo-Battle Creek-Portage, MI Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	153
	Spartanburg, SC Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	329,136
	313,268
	+5.07%
	Greenville-Spartanburg-Anderson, SC Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	154
	Lincoln, NE Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	326,921
	302,157
	+8.20%
	Lincoln-Beatrice, NE Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	155
	Boulder, CO Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	322,226
	294,567
	+9.39%
	Denver-Aurora, CO Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	156
	South Bend-Mishawaka, IN-MI Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	320,740
	319,224
	+0.47%
	South Bend-Elkhart-Mishawaka, IN-MI Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	157
	Green Bay, WI Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	318,236
	306,241
	+3.92%
	Green Bay-Shawano, WI Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	158
	Evansville, IN-KY Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	315,948
	311,552
	+1.41%
	



	159
	Lubbock, TX Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	314,840
	290,805
	+8.26%
	Lubbock-Levelland, TX Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	160
	Roanoke, VA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	313,698
	308,707
	+1.62%
	



	161
	Columbus, GA-AL Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	308,755
	294,865
	+4.71%
	Columbus-Auburn-Opelika, GA-AL Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	162
	Kingsport-Bristol-Bristol, TN-VA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	306,334
	309,544
	−1.04%
	Johnson City-Kingsport-Bristol, TN-VA Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	163
	Greeley, CO Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	294,932
	252,825
	+16.65%
	Denver-Aurora, CO Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	164
	Utica-Rome, NY Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	293,803
	299,397
	−1.87%
	



	165
	Kennewick-Richland, WA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	283,846
	253,340
	+12.04%
	



	166
	San Luis Obispo-Paso Robles-Arroyo Grande, CA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	282,887
	269,637
	+4.91%
	



	167
	Wilmington, NC Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	282,573
	254,884
	+10.86%
	



	168
	Clarksville, TN-KY Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	282,349
	260,625
	+8.34%
	



	169
	Fort Smith, AR-OK Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	281,227
	280,467
	+0.27%
	



	170
	Gainesville, FL Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	280,708
	264,275
	+6.22%
	Gainesville-Lake City, FL Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	171
	Duluth, MN-WI Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	279,227
	279,771
	−0.19%
	



	172
	Erie, PA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	276,207
	280,566
	−1.55%
	Erie-Meadville, PA Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	173
	Olympia-Tumwater, WA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	275,222
	252,264
	+9.10%
	Seattle-Tacoma, WA Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	174
	Santa Cruz-Watsonville, CA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	274,673
	262,382
	+4.68%
	San Jose-San Francisco-Oakland, CA Combined Statistical Area



	175
	Laredo, TX Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	271,193
	250,304
	+8.35%
	



	176
	Atlantic City-Hammonton, NJ Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	270,991
	274,549
	−1.30%
	Philadelphia-Reading-Camden, PA-NJ-DE-MD Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	177
	Norwich-New London, CT Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	269,801
	274,055
	−1.55%
	Hartford-West Hartford, CT Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	178
	Merced, CA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	268,672
	255,793
	+5.03%
	Modesto-Merced, CA Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	179
	Cedar Rapids, IA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	267,799
	257,940
	+3.82%
	Cedar Rapids-Iowa City, IA Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	180
	Crestview-Fort Walton Beach-Destin, FL Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	267,059
	235,865
	+13.23%
	



	181
	Waco, TX Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	265,207
	252,772
	+4.92%
	



	182
	Bremerton-Silverdale, WA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	264,811
	251,133
	+5.45%
	Seattle-Tacoma, WA Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	183
	Hagerstown-Martinsburg, MD-WV Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	263,817
	251,599
	+4.86%
	Washington-Baltimore-Arlington, DC-MD-VA-WV-PA Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	184
	Amarillo, TX Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	263,342
	251,933
	+4.53%
	Amarillo-Borger, TX Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	185
	Lynchburg, VA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	260,232
	252,634
	+3.01%
	



	186
	Sioux Falls, SD Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	255,729
	228,261
	+12.03%
	



	187
	College Station-Bryan, TX Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	254,928
	228,660
	+11.49%
	



	188
	Yakima, WA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	249,636
	243,231
	+2.63%
	



	189
	Binghamton, NY Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	244,094
	251,725
	−3.03%
	



	190
	Tuscaloosa, AL Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	241,378
	230,162
	+4.87%
	



	191
	Champaign-Urbana, IL Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	238,554
	231,891
	+2.87%
	



	192
	Fargo, ND-MN Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	238,124
	208,777
	+14.06%
	Fargo-Wahpeton, ND-MN Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	193
	Appleton, WI Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	234,079
	225,666
	+3.73%
	Appleton-Oshkosh-Neenah, WI Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	194
	Topeka, KS Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	233,068
	233,870
	−0.34%
	



	195
	Charlottesville, VA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	231,349
	218,705
	+5.78%
	



	196
	Macon-Bibb County, GA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	229,182
	232,293
	−1.34%
	Macon-Warner Robins, GA Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	197
	Chico, CA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	226,864
	220,000
	+3.12%
	



	198
	Prescott, AZ Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	225,562
	211,033
	+6.88%
	



	199
	Tyler, TX Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	225,290
	209,714
	+7.43%
	Tyler-Jacksonville, TX Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	200
	Charleston, WV Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	217,916
	227,078
	−4.03%
	Charleston-Huntington-Ashland, WV-OH-KY Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	201
	Longview, TX Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	217,446
	214,369
	+1.44%
	Longview-Marshall, TX Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	202
	Burlington-South Burlington, VT Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	217,273
	211,261
	+2.85%
	



	203
	Bellingham, WA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	216,800
	201,140
	+7.79%
	



	204
	Lafayette-West Lafayette, IN Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	216,679
	201,789
	+7.38%
	Lafayette-West Lafayette-Frankfort, IN Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	205
	Medford, OR Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	216,527
	203,206
	+6.56%
	Medford-Grants Pass, OR Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	206
	Rochester, MN Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	215,884
	206,877
	+4.35%
	Rochester-Austin, MN Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	207
	Barnstable Town, MA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	214,276
	215,888
	−0.75%
	Boston-Worcester-Providence, MA-RI-NH-CT Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	208
	Las Cruces, NM Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	214,207
	209,233
	+2.38%
	El Paso-Las Cruces, TX-NM Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	209
	Hilton Head Island-Bluffton-Beaufort, SC Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	211,614
	187,010
	+13.16%
	



	210
	Houma-Thibodaux, LA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	211,525
	208,178
	+1.61%
	



	211
	Springfield, IL Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	210,015
	210,170
	−0.07%
	Springfield-Jacksonville-Lincoln, IL Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	212
	Daphne-Fairhope-Foley, AL Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	208,563
	182,265
	+14.43%
	Mobile-Daphne-Fairhope, AL Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	213
	Lake Charles, LA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	207,483
	199,607
	+3.95%
	



	214
	Florence, SC Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	205,976
	205,566
	+0.20%
	



	215
	Yuma, AZ Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	205,631
	195,751
	+5.05%
	



	216
	Athens-Clarke County, GA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	205,290
	192,541
	+6.62%
	Atlanta–Athens-Clarke County–Sandy Springs, GA Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	218
	Lake Havasu City-Kingman, AZ Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	205,249
	200,186
	+2.53%
	Las Vegas-Henderson, NV-AZ Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	219
	Elkhart-Goshen, IN Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	203,781
	197,559
	+3.15%
	South Bend-Elkhart-Mishawaka, IN-MI Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	219
	Johnson City, TN Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	201,661
	198,716
	+1.48%
	Johnson City-Kingsport-Bristol, TN-VA Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	220
	Panama City, FL Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	199,964
	184,715
	+8.26%
	



	221
	Gainesville, GA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	193,257
	179,684
	+7.55%
	Atlanta–Athens-Clarke County–Sandy Springs, GA Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	222
	St. Cloud, MN Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	195,644
	189,093
	+3.46%
	Minneapolis-St. Paul, MN-WI Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	223
	Racine, WI Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	195,140
	195,408
	−0.14%
	Milwaukee-Racine-Waukesha, WI Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	224
	Saginaw, MI Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	192,326
	200,169
	−3.92%
	Saginaw-Midland-Bay City, MI Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	225
	Warner Robins, GA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	190,028
	179,605
	+5.80%
	Macon-Warner Robins, GA Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	226
	Bloomington, IL Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	188,644
	186,133
	+1.35%
	Bloomington-Pontiac, IL Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	227
	Jacksonville, NC Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	187,136
	177,772
	+5.27%
	



	228
	Blacksburg-Christiansburg-Radford, VA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	182,876
	178,237
	+2.60%
	



	229
	Bend-Redmond, OR Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	181,307
	157,733
	+14.95%
	Bend-Redmond-Prineville, OR Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	230
	El Centro, CA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	180,883
	174,528
	+3.64%
	



	231
	Redding, CA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	179,631
	177,223
	+1.36%
	Redding-Red Bluff, CA Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	232
	Monroe, LA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	179,470
	176,441
	+1.72%
	Monroe-Ruston-Bastrop, LA Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	233
	Kingston, NY Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	179,225
	182,493
	−1.79%
	New York-Newark, NY-NJ-CT-PA Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	234
	Punta Gorda, FL Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	178,465
	159,978
	+11.56%
	North Port-Sarasota, FL Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	235
	Joplin, MO Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	177,805
	175,518
	+1.30%
	Joplin-Miami, MO-OK Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	236
	Greenville, NC Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	177,220
	168,148
	+5.40%
	Greenville-Washington, NC Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	237
	Columbia, MO Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	176,594
	162,642
	+8.58%
	Columbia-Moberly-Mexico, MO Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	238
	Dover, DE Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	174,827
	162,310
	+7.71%
	Philadelphia-Reading-Camden, PA-NJ-DE-MD Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	239
	Muskegon, MI Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	173,408
	172,188
	+0.71%
	Grand Rapids-Wyoming-Muskegon, MI Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	240
	Yuba City, CA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	171,926
	166,892
	+3.02%
	Sacramento-Roseville, CA Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	241
	Bowling Green, KY Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	171,122
	158,599
	+7.90%
	Bowling Green-Glasgow, KY Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	242
	Terre Haute, IN Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	170,687
	172,425
	−1.01%
	



	243
	Abilene, TX Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	170,364
	165,252
	+3.09%
	



	244
	Waterloo-Cedar Falls, IA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	170,015
	167,819
	+1.31%
	



	245
	Oshkosh-Neenah, WI Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	169,886
	166,994
	+1.73%
	Appleton-Oshkosh-Neenah, WI Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	246
	Billings, MT Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	169,728
	158,934
	+6.79%
	



	247
	Sioux City, IA-NE-SD Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	169,140
	168,563
	+0.34%
	Sioux City-Vermillion, IA-SD-NE Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	248
	Iowa City, IA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	168,828
	152,586
	+10.64%
	Cedar Rapids-Iowa City, IA Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	249
	Midland, TX Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	168,288
	141,671
	+18.79%
	Midland-Odessa, TX Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	250
	Eau Claire, WI Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	166,614
	161,151
	+3.39%
	Eau Claire-Menomonie, WI Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	251
	Bloomington, IN Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	166,336
	159,549
	+4.25%
	Bloomington-Bedford, IN Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	252
	East Stroudsburg, PA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	166,098
	169,842
	−2.20%
	New York-Newark, NY-NJ-CT-PA Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	253
	Kahului-Wailuku-Lahaina, HI Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	165,474
	154,924
	+6.81%
	



	254
	Pueblo, CO Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	165,123
	159,063
	+3.81%
	Pueblo-Cañon City, CO Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	255
	Janesville-Beloit, WI Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	161,620
	160,331
	+0.80%
	Madison-Janesville-Beloit, WI Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	256
	State College, PA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	161,464
	153,990
	+4.85%
	State College-DuBois, PA Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	257
	St. George, UT Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	160,245
	138,115
	+16.02%
	



	258
	Burlington, NC Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	159,688
	151,131
	+5.66%
	Greensboro–Winston-Salem–High Point, NC Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	259
	Auburn-Opelika, AL Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	158,991
	140,247
	+13.36%
	Columbus-Auburn-Opelika, GA-AL Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	260
	Jackson, MI Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	158,460
	160,248
	−1.12%
	



	261
	Odessa, TX Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	157,462
	137,130
	+14.83%
	Midland-Odessa, TX Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	262
	Alexandria, LA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	154,789
	153,922
	+0.56%
	



	263
	Madera, CA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	154,697
	150,865
	+2.54%
	Fresno-Madera, CA Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	264
	Coeur d'Alene, ID Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	154,311
	138,494
	+11.42%
	Spokane-Spokane Valley-Coeur d'Alene, WA-ID Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	265
	Niles-Benton Harbor, MI Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	154,010
	156,813
	−1.79%
	South Bend-Elkhart-Mishawaka, IN-MI Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	266
	Chambersburg-Waynesboro, PA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	153,851
	149,618
	+2.83%
	Washington-Baltimore-Arlington, DC-MD-VA-WV-PA Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	267
	Vineland-Bridgeton, NJ Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	153,797
	156,898
	−1.98%
	Philadelphia-Reading-Camden, PA-NJ-DE-MD Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	268
	Decatur, AL Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	152,256
	153,829
	−1.02%
	Huntsville-Decatur-Albertville, AL Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	269
	Albany, GA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	152,219
	157,308
	−3.24%
	



	270
	Bangor, ME Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	151,806
	153,923
	−1.38%
	



	271
	Sebastian-Vero Beach, FL Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	151,563
	138,028
	+9.81%
	Miami-Fort Lauderdale-Port St. Lucie, FL Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	272
	Jefferson City, MO Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	151,391
	149,807
	+1.06%
	



	273
	Wichita Falls, TX Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	150,734
	151,306
	−0.38%
	



	274
	Texarkana, TX-AR Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	150,098
	149,198
	+0.60%
	



	275
	Grand Junction, CO Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	150,083
	146,723
	+2.29%
	



	276
	Hanford-Corcoran, CA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	149,785
	152,982
	−2.09%
	Visalia-Porterville-Hanford, CA Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	277
	Elizabethtown-Fort Knox, KY Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	149,538
	148,338
	+0.81%
	Louisville/Jefferson County–Elizabethtown–Madison, KY-IN Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	278
	Monroe, MI Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	149,208
	152,021
	−1.85%
	Detroit-Warren-Ann Arbor, MI Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	279
	Hattiesburg, MS Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	149,138
	142,842
	+4.41%
	



	280
	Santa Fe, NM Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	148,651
	144,170
	+3.11%
	Albuquerque-Santa Fe-Las Vegas, NM Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	281
	Dothan, AL Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	147,834
	145,639
	+1.51%
	Dothan-Enterprise-Ozark, AL Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	282
	Rocky Mount, NC Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	147,323
	152,392
	−3.33%
	Rocky Mount-Wilson-Roanoke Rapids, NC Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	283
	Florence-Muscle Shoals, AL Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	146,534
	147,137
	−0.41%
	



	284
	Rapid City, SD Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	145,661
	134,598
	+8.22%
	Rapid City-Spearfish, SD Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	285
	Valdosta, GA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	144,676
	139,588
	+3.65%
	



	286
	Dalton, GA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	143,904
	142,227
	+1.18%
	Chattanooga-Cleveland-Dalton, TN-GA-AL Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	287
	Homosassa Springs, FL Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	143,621
	141,236
	+1.69%
	



	288
	Wheeling, WV-OH Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	142,982
	147,950
	−3.36%
	



	289
	Idaho Falls, ID Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	142,572
	133,265
	+6.98%
	Idaho Falls-Rexburg-Blackfoot, ID Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	290
	Napa, CA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	142,166
	136,484
	+4.16%
	San Jose-San Francisco-Oakland, CA Combined Statistical Area



	291
	Flagstaff, AZ Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	140,908
	134,421
	+4.83%
	



	292
	Lebanon, PA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	138,863
	133,568
	+3.96%
	Harrisburg-York-Lebanon, PA Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	293
	Morgantown, WV Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	138,380
	129,709
	+6.68%
	Morgantown-Fairmont, WV Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	294
	La Crosse-Onalaska, WI-MN Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	136,936
	133,665
	+2.45%
	



	295
	Logan, UT-ID Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	136,159
	125,442
	+8.54%
	



	296
	Wausau, WI Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	135,603
	134,063
	+1.15%
	Wausau-Stevens Point-Wisconsin Rapids, WI Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	297
	Winchester, VA-WV Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	135,238
	128,472
	+5.27%
	Washington-Baltimore-Arlington, DC-MD-VA-WV-PA Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	298
	Springfield, OH Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	134,786
	138,333
	−2.56%
	Dayton-Springfield-Sidney, OH Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	299
	Johnstown, PA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	134,732
	143,679
	−6.23%
	Johnstown-Somerset, PA Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	300
	Battle Creek, MI Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	134,314
	136,146
	−1.35%
	Kalamazoo-Battle Creek-Portage, MI Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	301
	Harrisonburg, VA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	132,822
	125,228
	+6.06%
	Harrisonburg-Staunton-Waynesboro, VA Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	302
	Bismarck, ND Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	131,635
	114,778
	+14.69%
	



	303
	Hammond, LA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	130,710
	121,097
	+7.94%
	New Orleans-Metairie-Hammond, LA-MS Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	304
	Jonesboro, AR Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	129,858
	121,026
	+7.30%
	Jonesboro-Paragould, AR Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	305
	Jackson, TN Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	129,527
	130,011
	−0.37%
	



	306
	Sherman-Denison, TX Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	128,235
	120,877
	+6.09%
	Dallas-Fort Worth, TX-OK Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	307
	Lawton, OK Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	128,077
	130,291
	−1.70%
	



	308
	Pittsfield, MA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	126,903
	131,219
	−3.29%
	



	309
	St. Joseph, MO-KS Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	126,565
	127,329
	−0.60%
	Kansas City-Overland Park-Kansas City, MO-KS Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	310
	Carbondale-Marion, IL Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	126,430
	126,575
	−0.11%
	



	311
	Glens Falls, NY Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	126,367
	128,923
	−1.98%
	Albany-Schenectady, NY Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	312
	New Bern, NC Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	126,111
	126,802
	−0.54%
	New Bern-Morehead City, NC Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	313
	Sierra Vista-Douglas, AZ Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	125,770
	131,346
	−4.25%
	



	314
	Altoona, PA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	124,650
	127,089
	−1.92%
	



	315
	Goldsboro, NC Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	124,150
	122,623
	+1.25%
	



	316
	The Villages, FL Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	123,996
	93,420
	+32.73%
	Orlando-Deltona-Daytona Beach, FL Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	317
	Mount Vernon-Anacortes, WA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	123,681
	116,901
	+5.80%
	Seattle-Tacoma, WA Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	318
	Albany, OR Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	122,849
	116,672
	+5.29%
	Portland-Vancouver-Salem, OR-WA Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	319
	Cleveland, TN Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	121,262
	115,788
	+4.73%
	Chattanooga-Cleveland-Dalton, TN-GA-AL Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	320
	Staunton-Waynesboro, VA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	121,247
	118,502
	+2.32%
	Harrisonburg-Staunton-Waynesboro, VA Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	321
	Mansfield, OH Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	121,107
	124,475
	−2.71%
	Mansfield-Ashland-Bucyrus, OH Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	322
	Beckley, WV Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	120,924
	124,898
	−3.18%
	



	323
	San Angelo, TX Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	119,943
	111,823
	+7.26%
	



	324
	Lawrence, KS Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	119,440
	110,826
	+7.77%
	Kansas City-Overland Park-Kansas City, MO-KS Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	325
	Weirton-Steubenville, WV-OH Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	119,271
	124,454
	−4.16%
	Pittsburgh-New Castle-Weirton, PA-OH-WV Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	326
	Owensboro, KY Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	117,959
	114,752
	+2.79%
	



	327
	Wenatchee, WA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	117,665
	110,884
	+6.12%
	



	328
	Morristown, TN Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	117,320
	113,951
	+2.96%
	Knoxville-Morristown-Sevierville, TN Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	329
	Brunswick, GA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	116,784
	112,370
	+3.93%
	



	330
	Missoula, MT Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	116,130
	109,299
	+6.25%
	



	331
	Muncie, IN Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	115,603
	117,671
	−1.76%
	Indianapolis-Carmel-Muncie, IN Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	332
	Sheboygan, WI Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	115,427
	115,507
	−0.07%
	



	333
	Williamsport, PA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	115,248
	116,111
	−0.74%
	Williamsport-Lock Haven, PA Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	334
	Farmington, NM Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	115,079
	130,044
	−11.51%
	



	335
	Anniston-Oxford-Jacksonville, AL Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	114,611
	118,572
	−3.34%
	



	336
	Watertown-Fort Drum, NY Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	114,006
	116,229
	−1.91%
	



	337
	California-Lexington Park, MD Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	112,587
	105,151
	+7.07%
	Washington-Baltimore-Arlington, DC-MD-VA-WV-PA Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	338
	Michigan City-La Porte, IN Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	110,015
	111,467
	−1.30%
	Chicago-Naperville, IL-IN-WI Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	339
	Kankakee, IL Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	110,008
	113,449
	−3.03%
	Chicago-Naperville, IL-IN-WI Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	340
	Sumter, SC Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	107,396
	107,456
	−0.06%
	



	341
	Lewiston-Auburn, ME Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	107,319
	107,702
	−0.36%
	Portland-Lewiston-South Portland, ME Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	342
	Decatur, IL Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	106,550
	110,768
	−3.81%
	



	343
	Longview, WA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	105,160
	102,410
	+2.69%
	Portland-Vancouver-Salem, OR-WA Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	344
	Ithaca, NY Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	104,871
	101,564
	+3.26%
	Ithaca-Cortland, NY Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	345
	Bay City, MI Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	104,747
	107,771
	−2.81%
	Saginaw-Midland-Bay City, MI Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	346
	Lima, OH Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	103,742
	106,331
	−2.43%
	Lima-Van Wert-Celina, OH Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	347
	Grand Forks, ND-MN Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	102,743
	98,461
	+4.35%
	



	348
	Gadsden, AL Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	102,564
	104,430
	−1.79%
	



	349
	Gettysburg, PA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	102,180
	101,407
	+0.76%
	Harrisburg-York-Lebanon, PA Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	350
	Fond du Lac, WI Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	102,144
	101,633
	+0.50%
	



	351
	Sebring, FL Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	100,917
	98,786
	+2.16%
	



	352
	Fairbanks, AK Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	100,605
	97,581
	+3.10%
	



	353
	Mankato-North Mankato, MN Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	100,016
	96,740
	+3.39%
	Mankato-New Ulm-North Mankato, MN Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	354
	Victoria, TX Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	99,984
	94,003
	+6.36%
	Victoria-Port Lavaca, TX Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	355
	Cumberland, MD-WV Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	99,541
	103,299
	−3.64%
	



	356
	Cheyenne, WY Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	98,136
	91,738
	+6.97%
	



	357
	Hot Springs, AR Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	97,477
	96,024
	+1.51%
	Hot Springs-Malvern, AR Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	358
	Cape Girardeau, MO-IL Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	97,443
	96,275
	+1.21%
	Cape Girardeau-Sikeston, MO-IL Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	359
	Ames, IA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	97,090
	89,542
	+8.43%
	Des Moines-Ames-West Des Moines, IA Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	360
	Manhattan, KS Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	97,004
	92,719
	+4.62%
	Manhattan-Junction City, KS Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	361
	Dubuque, IA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	97,003
	93,653
	+3.58%
	



	362
	Rome, GA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	96,560
	96,317
	+0.25%
	Rome-Summerville, GA Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	363
	Ocean City, NJ Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	94,430
	97,265
	−2.91%
	Philadelphia-Reading-Camden, PA-NJ-DE-MD Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	364
	Pine Bluff, AR Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	91,962
	100,258
	−8.27%
	Little Rock-North Little Rock, AR Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	365
	Parkersburg-Vienna, WV Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	91,449
	92,673
	−1.32%
	Parkersburg-Marietta-Vienna, WV-OH Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	366
	Corvallis, OR Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	89,385
	85,579
	+4.45%
	Portland-Vancouver-Salem, OR-WA Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	367
	Elmira, NY Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	86,322
	88,830
	−2.82%
	Elmira-Corning, NY Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	368
	Grants Pass, OR Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	85,904
	82,713
	+3.86%
	Medford-Grants Pass, OR Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	369
	Grand Island, NE Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	85,148
	81,850
	+4.03%
	



	370
	Bloomsburg-Berwick, PA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	84,763
	85,562
	−0.93%
	Bloomsburg-Berwick-Sunbury, PA Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	371
	Pocatello, ID Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	84,377
	82,839
	+1.86%
	



	372
	Midland, MI Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	83,462
	83,629
	−0.20%
	Saginaw-Midland-Bay City, MI Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	373
	Kokomo, IN Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	82,568
	82,752
	−0.22%
	Kokomo-Peru, IN Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	374
	Great Falls, MT Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	81,755
	81,327
	+0.53%
	



	375
	Columbus, IN Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	81,402
	76,794
	+6.00%
	Indianapolis-Carmel-Muncie, IN Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	376
	Casper, WY Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	81,039
	75,450
	+7.41%
	



	377
	Hinesville, GA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	81,007
	77,917
	+3.97%
	Savannah-Hinesville-Statesboro, GA Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	378
	Danville, IL Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	79,111
	81,625
	−3.08%
	



	379
	Walla Walla, WA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	64,278
	62,859
	+2.26%
	



	380
	Lewiston, ID-WA Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	62,675
	60,888
	+2.93%
	



	381
	Enid, OK Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	62,603
	60,580
	+3.34%
	



	382
	Carson City, NV Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	54,742
	55,274
	−0.96%
	Reno-Carson City-Fernley, NV Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]




Puerto Rico

The following sortable[image: External link] table[image: External link] lists the seven Metropolitan Statistical Areas (MSAs) of Puerto Rico with the following information:


	The MSA rank by population as of July 1, 2014, as estimated by the United States Census Bureau[2]


	The MSA name as designated by the United States Office of Management and Budget[image: External link][1]


	The MSA population as of July 1, 2014, as estimated by the United States Census Bureau[2]


	The MSA population as of April 1, 2010, as enumerated by the 2010 United States Census[2]


	The percent MSA population change from April 1, 2010, to July 1, 2014[2]


	The Combined Statistical Area (CSA)[3] if the MSA is a component[1]








	The Seven Metropolitan Statistical Areas of the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico



	Rank
	Metropolitan Statistical Area
	2014 Estimate
	2010 Census
	Change
	Encompassing Combined Statistical Area



	1
	San Juan-Carolina-Caguas, PR Metropolitan Statistical Area
	2,242,285
	2,350,126
	−4.59%
	San Juan-Carolina, PR Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	2
	Ponce, PR Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	325,929
	350,480
	−7.00%
	Ponce-Coamo-Santa Isabel, PR Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	3
	Aguadilla-Isabela, PR Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	322,641
	339,441
	−4.95%
	



	4
	Arecibo, PR Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	191,864
	199,471
	−3.81%
	San Juan-Carolina, PR Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	5
	San Germán, PR Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	132,660
	137,462
	−3.49%
	Mayagüez-San Germán, PR Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	6
	Mayagüez, PR Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	98,661
	106,330
	−7.21%
	Mayagüez-San Germán, PR Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]



	7
	Guayama, PR Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link]
	80,581
	84,214
	−4.31%
	San Juan-Carolina, PR Combined Statistical Area[image: External link]




See also


	
United States of America

	Outline of the United States

	Index of United States-related articles

	Book:United States[image: External link]





	
Demographics of the United States[image: External link]

	
United States Census Bureau

	List of U.S. states and territories by population

	List of metropolitan areas of the United States[image: External link]

	List of United States cities by population

	List of United States counties and county-equivalents[image: External link]





	
United States Office of Management and Budget

	The OMB has defined 1098 statistical areas[image: External link] comprising 388 MSAs, 541 μSAs, and 169 CSAs

	
Primary statistical area – List of the 574 PSAs

	
Combined Statistical Area – List of the 169 CSAs


	
Core Based Statistical Area[image: External link] – List of the 929 CBSAs

	
Metropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link] – List of the 388 MSAs

	
Micropolitan Statistical Area[image: External link] – List of the 541 μSAs
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Demonym






This article is about terms for residents. It is not to be confused with gens[image: External link].

A demonym (/'demenIm /[image: External link]; δῆμος dẽmos "people, tribe", ὄνομα ónoma "name") is a word that identifies residents or natives of a particular place, which is derived from the name of that particular place.[1] It is a neologism[image: External link] (i.e., a recently minted term); previously gentilic was recorded in English dictionaries, e.g., the Oxford English Dictionary[image: External link] and Chambers Twentieth Century Dictionary.[2][3][4]

Examples of demonyms include British[image: External link] for a person of Great Britain[image: External link], Swahili[image: External link] for a person of the Swahili coast[image: External link], Indian[image: External link] for a person of India, American for a person of the United States of America[image: External link] (or, more broadly, a native of the Americas[image: External link]), and Bangladeshi[image: External link] for a person of Bangladesh[image: External link].

Demonyms do not always clearly distinguish place of origin or ethnicity from place of residence or citizenship, and oftentimes demonyms overlap with the ethnonym[image: External link] for the ethnically dominant group of a region. Thus a Thai may be any resident or citizen of Thailand[image: External link], of any ethnic group, or more narrowly a member of the Thai people[image: External link]. Conversely, some groups of people may be associated with multiple demonyms. For example, a native of the United Kingdom[image: External link] may be called a British person[image: External link], a Briton or, informally, a Brit. In some languages, when a parallel demonym does not exist, a demonym is borrowed from another language as a nickname or descriptive adjective of a group of people.[example needed[image: External link]]

In English, demonyms are capitalized[image: External link][5] and are often the same as the adjectival form of the place, e.g. Egyptian, Japanese, or Greek. Significant exceptions exist; for instance the adjectival form of Spain[image: External link] is "Spanish", but the demonym is "Spaniard".

English widely includes country-level demonyms such as Ethiopian or Guatemalan and more local demonyms such as "Seoulite", "Wisconsinite", " Chicagoan[image: External link]", " Michigander[image: External link]", " Fluminense[image: External link]", and " Paulista[image: External link]".[6][7][8] Some places lack a commonly used and accepted demonym. This poses a particular challenge to those toponymists[image: External link] who research demonyms.
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 Etymology




The word gentilic comes from the Latin gentilis ("of a clan, or gens") and the English suffix -ic.[9] The word demonym was derived from the Greek[image: External link] word meaning "populace" (δῆμος demos[image: External link]) with the suffix for "name" ( -onym[image: External link]).

National Geographic attributes the term "demonym" to Merriam-Webster[image: External link] editor Paul Dickson[image: External link] in a recent work from 1990.[10] However, the word does not appear for nouns, adjectives, and verbs derived from geographical names in the Merriam-Webster Collegiate Dictionary nor in prominent style manuals such as the Chicago Manual of Style[image: External link]. It was subsequently popularized in this sense in 1997 by Dickson in his book Labels for Locals.[11] Dickson. However, in What Do You Call a Person From...? A Dictionary of Resident Names (the first edition of Labels for Locals)[12] attributed the term to George H. Scheetz, in his Names' Names: A Descriptive and Prescriptive Onymicon (1988),[1] which is apparently where the term first appears. The term may have been fashioned after demonymic, which the Oxford English Dictionary[image: External link] defines as the name of an Athenian[image: External link] citizen[image: External link] according to the deme[image: External link] to which the citizen belongs, with its first use traced to 1893.[13][14]
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 Suffixation




Several linguistic elements are used to create demonyms in the English language[image: External link]. The most common is to add a suffix[image: External link] to the end of the location name, slightly modified in some instances. These may resemble Late Latin[image: External link], Semitic[image: External link], Celtic[image: External link], or Germanic[image: External link] suffixes, such as:


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 -(a)n
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 Continents





	
Africa[image: External link] → African

	
Asia[image: External link] → Asian

	
Australia[image: External link] → Australian

	
Europe[image: External link] → European

	The Americas[image: External link] → American

	
North America[image: External link] → North American

	
South America[image: External link] → South American
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Afghanistan[image: External link] → Afghan

	
Albania[image: External link] → Albanian

	
Algeria[image: External link] → Algerian

	
Andorra[image: External link] → Andorran

	
Angola[image: External link] → Angolan

	
Antigua[image: External link] → Antiguan

	
Argentina → Argentinean

	
Armenia[image: External link] → Armenian

	
Assyria[image: External link] → Assyrian

	
Australia → Australian (also "Aboriginal", or "Aussie")

	
Austria[image: External link] → Austrian

	
Barbuda[image: External link] → Barbudan

	
Belize → Belizean

	
Bolivia[image: External link] → Bolivian

	
Bosnia[image: External link] → Bosnian

	
Brunei[image: External link] → Bruneian

	
Bulgaria[image: External link] → Bulgarian

	
Canada → Canadian

	
Chile[image: External link] → Chilean

	
Colombia[image: External link] → Colombian

	
Costa Rica → Costa Rican

	
Croatia[image: External link] → Croatian (also "Croat")

	
Cuba → Cuban

	
Denmark[image: External link] → Danish

	
Dominica[image: External link] → Dominican

	
Dominican Republic → Dominican

	
El Salvador[image: External link] → Salvadoran

	
Eritrea[image: External link] → Eritrean

	
Estonia[image: External link] → Estonian

	
Ethiopia → Ethiopian

	
Fiji[image: External link] → Fijian

	
Gambia[image: External link] → Gambian

	
Gaza[image: External link] → Gazan

	
Georgia[image: External link] → Georgian

	
Germany[image: External link] → German

	
Guatemala[image: External link] → Guatemalan

	
Guinea[image: External link] → Guinean

	
Guyana[image: External link] → Guyanese

	
Haiti → Haitian

	
Honduras → Honduran

	
India → Indian

	
Indonesia[image: External link] → Indonesian

	
Israel[image: External link] → Israeli

	
Ivory Coast[image: External link] → Ivorian

	
Jamaica → Jamaican

	
Kenya[image: External link] → Kenyan

	[North/South] Korea[image: External link] → [North/South] Korean

	
Latvia[image: External link] → Latvian

	
Liberia[image: External link] → Liberian

	
Libya[image: External link] → Libyan

	
Lithuania[image: External link] → Lithuanian

	
Macedonia[image: External link] → Macedonian

	
Malawi[image: External link] → Malawian

	
Malaysia[image: External link] → Malaysian

	
Mali[image: External link] → Malian

	
Mauritania[image: External link] → Mauritanian

	
Mauritius[image: External link] → Mauritian

	
Mexico[image: External link] → Mexican

	
Micronesia[image: External link] → Micronesian

	
Moldova[image: External link] → Moldovan

	
Mongolia[image: External link] → Mongolian (also "Mongol")

	
Morocco[image: External link] → Moroccan

	
Mozambique[image: External link] → Mozambican

	
Namibia[image: External link] → Namibian

	
Nauru[image: External link] → Nauruan

	
Nicaragua[image: External link] → Nicaraguan

	
Nigeria[image: External link] → Nigerian

	
Palau → Palauan

	
Palestine[image: External link] → Palestinian

	
Papua New Guinea[image: External link] → Papua New Guinean

	
Paraguay[image: External link] → Paraguayan

	
Persia[image: External link] → Persian

	
Peru[image: External link] → Peruvian

	
Romania[image: External link] → Romanian

	
Russia[image: External link] → Russian

	
Rwanda[image: External link] → Rwandan (also "Rwandese")

	
Saint Lucia → Saint Lucian

	
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines → Vincentian

	
Samoa[image: External link] → Samoan

	
Saudi Arabia[image: External link] → Saudi Arabian (also "Saudi")

	
Serbia[image: External link] → Serbian (also "Serb")

	
Sierra Leone[image: External link] → Sierra Leonean

	
Singapore[image: External link] → Singaporean

	
Slovakia[image: External link] → Slovakian (also "Slovak")

	
Slovenia[image: External link] → Slovenian (also "Slovene")

	
South Africa[image: External link] → South African

	
Sri Lanka[image: External link] → Sri Lankan

	
St. Kitts and Nevis[image: External link] → Kittitian or Nevisian

	
Syria[image: External link] → Syrian

	
Lebanon[image: External link] → Lebanese

	
Tanzania[image: External link] → Tanzanian

	
Tonga[image: External link] → Tongan

	
Tunisia[image: External link] → Tunisian

	
Tuvalu[image: External link] → Tuvaluan

	
Uganda[image: External link] → Ugandan

	
United States of America[image: External link] → American

	
Uruguay[image: External link] → Uruguayan

	
Venezuela[image: External link] → Venezuelan

	
Yemen[image: External link] → Yemeni

	
Zambia[image: External link] → Zambian

	
Zimbabwe[image: External link] → Zimbabwean
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 States and provinces






	
Alaska → Alaskan

	
Alberta[image: External link] → Albertan

	
Andalusia[image: External link] → Andalusian

	
Arizona → Arizonan

	
Arkansas → Arkansan

	
Asturias[image: External link] → Asturian

	
Bavaria[image: External link] → Bavarian

	
Bohemia[image: External link] → Bohemian

	
Borneo[image: External link] → Bornean

	
British Columbia[image: External link] → British Columbian

	
California → Californian

	
Cantabria[image: External link] → Cantabrian

	
Carinthia[image: External link] → Carinthian

	
Colorado → Coloradan

	
Corsica[image: External link] → Corsican

	
Crete[image: External link] → Cretan

	
Crimea[image: External link] → Crimean

	
Dalmatia[image: External link] → Dalmatian

	
Delaware → Delawarean

	
Extremadura[image: External link] → Extremaduran

	
Florida[image: External link] → Floridan (more commonly "Floridian" below)

	
Galicia[image: External link] → Galician

	
Galilee[image: External link] → Galilean

	
Hawaiʻi[image: External link] → Hawaiian[a]


	
Hebrides[image: External link] → Hebridean

	
Idaho → Idahoan

	
Illinois → Illinoisan

	
Iowa → Iowan

	
Java[image: External link] → Javan (also "Javanese")

	
Johor[image: External link] → Johorean

	
Judea[image: External link] → Judean

	
Kansas → Kansan

	
Karelia[image: External link] → Karelian

	
Kedah[image: External link] → Kedahan

	
Kelantan[image: External link] → Kelantanese

	
Liguria[image: External link] → Ligurian

	
Louisiana[image: External link] → Louisianan (also "Louisianian")

	
Madeira[image: External link] → Madeiran

	
Malacca[image: External link] → Malaccan

	
Majorca[image: External link] → Majorcan

	
Manitoba[image: External link] → Manitoban

	
Masuria[image: External link] → Masurian

	
Minnesota → Minnesotan

	
Minorca[image: External link] → Minorcan

	
Mississippi → Mississippian

	
Missouri → Missourian

	
Moluccas[image: External link] → Moluccan

	
Montana → Montanan

	
Moravia[image: External link] → Moravian

	
Nebraska → Nebraskan

	
Negeri Sembilan[image: External link] → Negeri Sembilanese

	
Nevada → Nevadan

	
New Brunswick[image: External link] → New Brunswicker

	
New Hampshire → New Hampshirite

	
New Jersey → New Jerseyan

	
New Mexico → New Mexican

	
North Carolina → North Carolinian (also "Carolinian", see also South Carolina below)

	
North Dakota → North Dakotan

	
Nova Scotia[image: External link] → Nova Scotian

	
Ohio → Ohioan

	
Oklahoma → Oklahoman

	
Ontario[image: External link] → Ontarian

	
Oregon → Oregonian

	
Papua[image: External link] → Papuan

	
Pahang[image: External link] → Pahangese, Pahangite

	
Patagonia[image: External link] → Patagonian

	
Perlis[image: External link] → Perlisian

	
Perak[image: External link] → Perakian

	
Penang[image: External link] → Penangite

	
Pennsylvania → Pennsylvanian

	
Pomerania[image: External link] → Pomeranian

	
Puerto Rico → Puerto Rican

	
Samogitia[image: External link] → Samogitian

	
Sabah[image: External link] → Sabahan

	
Sardinia[image: External link] → Sardinian

	
Sarawak[image: External link] → Sarawakian

	
Silesia[image: External link] → Silesian

	
South Australia[image: External link] → South Australian

	
South Dakota → South Dakotan

	
South Carolina[image: External link] → South Carolinian (also "Carolinian")

	
Styria[image: External link] → Styrian

	
Sumatra[image: External link] → Sumatran

	
Tahiti[image: External link] → Tahitian

	
Tasmania[image: External link] → Tasmanian

	
Tennessee → Tennesseean

	
Terengganu[image: External link] → Terengganuan, Terengganurian

	
Texas → Texan

	
Thuringia[image: External link] → Thuringian

	
Transylvania[image: External link] → Transylvanian

	
Umbria[image: External link] → Umbrian

	
Utah → Utahn

	
Victoria[image: External link] → Victorian

	
Virginia[image: External link] → Virginian

	
Wake Island → Wakean

	
Wallachia[image: External link] → Wallachian

	
Western Australia[image: External link] → Western Australian (informally, Westralian)

	
West Papua[image: External link] → West Papuan

	
Westphalia[image: External link] → Westphalian






	
Yukon[image: External link] → Yukonian
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 Cities






	
Alexandria[image: External link] → Alexandrian

	
Annapolis[image: External link] → Annapolitan

	
Atlanta[image: External link] → Atlantan

	
Austin[image: External link] → Austonian

	
Baltimore → Baltimorean

	
Bogotá[image: External link] → Bogotan

	
Canberra[image: External link] → Canberran

	
Charlotte[image: External link] → Charlottean

	
Chicago[image: External link] → Chicagoan

	
Cincinnati[image: External link] → Cincinnatian

	
El Paso[image: External link] → El Pasoan, El Paseño

	
Hanoi[image: External link] → Hanoian

	
Houston[image: External link] → Houstonian

	
Indianapolis[image: External link] → Indianapolitan

	
Jakarta[image: External link] → Jakartan

	
Kalamazoo[image: External link] → Kalamazooan

	
Kiev[image: External link] → Kievan

	
Kolkata[image: External link] → Calcuttan

	
Las Vegas[image: External link] → Las Vegas

	
Los Angeles[image: External link] → Los Angelan

	
Miami[image: External link] → Miamian

	
Minneapolis[image: External link] → Minneapolitan

	
New York City[image: External link] → New Yorker

	
Ottawa → Ottawan

	
Philadelphia → Philadelphian

	
Phoenix[image: External link] → Phoenician

	
Pisa[image: External link] → Pisan

	
Regina[image: External link] → Reginan

	
Riga[image: External link] → Rigan

	
Rome → Roman

	
San Antonio[image: External link] → San Antonian

	
San Diego[image: External link] → San Diegan

	
San Francisco[image: External link] → San Franciscan

	
San Jose[image: External link] → San Josean

	
Sarasota[image: External link] → Sarasotan

	
Sioux City[image: External link] → Sioux Cityan

	
Springville[image: External link] → Springvillian

	
Sofia[image: External link] → Sofian

	
St. Louis[image: External link] → St. Louisan

	
Thebes[image: External link] → Theban

	
Toledo, Ohio[image: External link] → Toledoan

	
Toronto[image: External link] → Torontonian

	
Tucson[image: External link] → Tucsonan

	
Tulsa[image: External link] → Tulsan

	
Valencia[image: External link] → Valencian

	
Vilnius[image: External link] → Vilnian

	
Yuma[image: External link] → Yuman
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 -ian
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Argentina → Argentinian (more commonly "Argentine", also "Argentinean")

	
Azerbaijan[image: External link] → Azerbaijanian (more accurately "Azeri")

	
Bahamas[image: External link] → Bahamian

	
Barbados[image: External link] → Barbadian (also "Bajan")

	
Belarus[image: External link] → Belarusian

	
Belgium[image: External link] → Belgian

	
Bermuda → Bermudian

	
Brazil → Brazilian

	
Cameroon[image: External link] → Cameroonian

	
Canada → Canadian (or Canadien [Canadienne] in French)

	
Cayman Islands → Caymanian

	
Chad[image: External link] → Chadian

	
Comoros[image: External link] → Comorian

	
Croatia[image: External link] → Croatian

	
Ecuador[image: External link] → Ecuadorian

	
Egypt[image: External link] → Egyptian

	
Ghana[image: External link] → Ghanaian

	
Grenada → Grenadian

	
Hungary[image: External link] → Hungarian

	
India → Indian

	
Iran[image: External link] → Iranian (also "Irani" or " Persian[image: External link]")

	
Italy[image: External link] → Italian

	
Jordan[image: External link] → Jordanian

	
Laos[image: External link] → Laotian

	
Maldives[image: External link] → Maldivian

	
Mongolia[image: External link] → Mongolian (ethnic demonym "Mongol")

	
Palestine[image: External link] → Palestinian

	
Saint Vincent → Vincentian

	
Serbia[image: External link] → Serbian (ethnic demonym "Serb")

	
Slovakia[image: External link] → Slovakian (ethnic demonym "Slovak")

	
Slovenia[image: External link] → Slovenian (ethnic demonym "Slovene")

	
Trinidad[image: External link] → Trinidadian

	
Ukraine[image: External link] → Ukrainian
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 States, provinces, counties, and cities






	
Adelaide[image: External link] → Adelaidian

	
Alabama → Alabamian (also "Alabaman")

	
Athens[image: External link] → Athenian

	
Ballarat[image: External link] → Ballaratian

	
Birmingham, Alabama[image: External link] → Birminghamian

	
Blackburn[image: External link] → Blackburnian

	
Blackpool[image: External link] → Blackpudlian

	
Bangkok → Bangkokian

	
Boston → Bostonian

	
Brisbane[image: External link] → Brisbanian (also "Brisbanite")

	
Bristol[image: External link] → Bristolian

	
Burgundy[image: External link] → Burgundian

	
Calgary[image: External link] → Calgarian

	
Canary Islands[image: External link] → Canarian

	
Canterbury, New Zealand[image: External link] → Cantabrian

	
Cardiff[image: External link] → Cardiffian

	
Castile[image: External link] → Castilian

	
Chelmsford[image: External link] → Chelmsfordian

	
Chittagong[image: External link] → Chittagonian

	
Christchurch[image: External link] → Christchurchian (also "Christchurcher")

	
Corinth[image: External link] → Corinthian

	
Coventry[image: External link] → Coventrian

	
Cumbria[image: External link] → Cumbrian

	
Dayton[image: External link] → Daytonian

	
Devon[image: External link] → Devonian

	
Duluth[image: External link] → Duluthian

	
Edmonton[image: External link] → Edmontonian

	
Florida[image: External link] → Floridian

	
Fort Worth[image: External link] → Fort Worthian

	
Fredericton[image: External link] → Frederictonian

	
Gibraltar[image: External link] → Gibraltarian

	
Greenville[image: External link] → Greenvillian

	
Hamilton[image: External link] → Hamiltonian

	
Harrow[image: External link] → Harrovian

	
Hartlepool[image: External link] → Hartlepudlian

	
Hereford[image: External link] → Herefordian

	
Hesse[image: External link] → Hessian

	
Hobart[image: External link] → Hobartian

	
Houston[image: External link] → Houstonian

	
Isles of Scilly[image: External link] → Scillonian

	
Iowa City[image: External link] → Iowa Citian

	
Jessup[image: External link] → Jessupian

	
Kansas City[image: External link] → Kansas Citian

	
Kentucky → Kentuckian

	
Kingston[image: External link] →Kingstonian

	
Lancashire[image: External link] → Lancastrian

	
Lancaster[image: External link] → Lancastrian

	
Lethbridge[image: External link] → Lethbridgian

	
Liverpool[image: External link] → Liverpudlian (also, though insulting and a negative term "Scouser")

	
Louisiana[image: External link] → Louisianian (also "Louisianan")

	
Louisville[image: External link] → Louisvillian

	
Madrid[image: External link] → Madrilenian

	
Maharashtra[image: External link] → Maharashtrian

	
McKinney[image: External link] → McKinnian

	
Melbourne[image: External link] → Melburnian

	
Memphis[image: External link] → Memphian

	
Michigan[image: External link] → Michiganian or Michigander

	
Nelson[image: External link] → Nelsonian

	
New Guinea[image: External link] → New Guinian

	
New Orleans[image: External link] → New Orleanian

	
North Carolina → North Carolinian

	
Northern Territory[image: External link] → Territorian

	
Oregon → Oregonian

	
Paris → Parisian

	
Peterborough[image: External link] → Peterborian

	
Phoenix[image: External link] → Phoenician

	
Plymouth[image: External link] → Plymothian

	
Port Harcourt[image: External link] → Harcourtian

	
Preston, Lancashire[image: External link] →Prestonian

	
Prince George's County → Prince Georgian

	
Rivers State[image: External link] → Riverian

	
Saskatchewan[image: External link] → Saskatchewanian

	
Saskatoon[image: External link] → Saskatonian

	
Sicily[image: External link] → Sicilian

	
Solihull[image: External link] → Silhillian

	
South Carolina[image: External link] → South Carolinian

	
Swindon[image: External link] → Swindonian

	
Tel Aviv, Israel[image: External link] → Tel Avivian

	
Thrace[image: External link] → Thracian

	
Towcester[image: External link] → Towcestrian

	
Washington[image: External link] → Washingtonian

	
Wellington[image: External link] → Wellingtonian






	
Wilmington[image: External link] → Wilmingtonian
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Guam[image: External link] → Guamanian

	
Panama → Panamanian
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Bendigo[image: External link] → Bendigonian

	
Buffalo[image: External link] → Buffalonian

	
Manchester (UK)[image: External link] → Mancunian

	
Panama → Panamanian

	
Sligo[image: External link] → Sligonian

	
Tampa[image: External link] → Tampanian

	
Tobago[image: External link] → Tobagonian

	
Toronto[image: External link] → Torontonian

	
Torquay[image: External link] → Torquinian

	
Trinidad & Tobago[image: External link] → Trinbagonian
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Argentina → Argentine (and less commonly as "Argentinian" or "Argentinean")

	
Byzantium[image: External link] → Byzantine

	
Florence[image: External link] → Florentine (also Latin "Florentia")

	The Levant[image: External link] → Levantine

	
Montenegro[image: External link] → Montenegrin

	
Palatinate[image: External link] → Palatine

	
Philippines[image: External link] → Philippine (more commonly "Filipino", see below)

	
Philistia[image: External link] → Philistine
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as adaptations from the standard Spanish[image: External link] suffix -e(ñ/n)o

(sometimes using a final -a instead of -o for a female, following the Spanish suffix standard -e(ñ/n)a )
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Cebu[image: External link] → Cebuano


	
El Salvador[image: External link] → Salvadoreño (also "Salvadoran")

	
Philippines[image: External link] → Filipino
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Albuquerque[image: External link] → Burqueño


	
Cavite[image: External link] → Caviteño


	
Davao City[image: External link] → Davaoeño


	
Los Angeles[image: External link] → Angelino or Angeleno


	
Madrid[image: External link] → Madrileño


	
Málaga[image: External link] → Malagueño


	
Manila[image: External link] → Manileño


	
São Paulo[image: External link] → Paulistano


	
Zamboanga City[image: External link] → Zamboangueño
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Akron[image: External link] → Akronite

	
Ann Arbor[image: External link] → Ann Arborite

	
Austin[image: External link] → Austinite

	
Bergen County, New Jersey[image: External link] → Bergenite

	
Boulder[image: External link] → Boulderite

	
Brisbane[image: External link] → Brisbanite (also "Brisbanian")

	
Bronx[image: External link] → Bronxite

	
Brooklyn[image: External link] → Brooklynite [16]


	
Carson City, Nevada[image: External link] → Carsonite

	
Chennai[image: External link] → Chennaiite

	
Dallas[image: External link] → Dallasite

	
Decatur[image: External link] → Decaturite

	
Delhi → Delhite

	
Denton, Texas[image: External link] → Dentonite

	
Denver[image: External link] → Denverite

	
Dhaka[image: External link] → Dhakaite (also "Dhakai" or "Dhakaiya")

	
Dubai[image: External link] → Dubaiite

	
Dunedin[image: External link] → Dunedinite

	
Durban[image: External link] → Durbanite

	
Erie, Pennsylvania[image: External link] → Erieite

	
Gaya[image: External link] → Gayaite

	
Irmo, South Carolina[image: External link] → Irmite

	
Israel[image: External link] → Israelite (also "Israeli", depending on the usage; see below)

	
Istanbul[image: External link] → Istanbulite

	
Jerusalem[image: External link] → Jerusalemite

	
Karachi[image: External link] → Karachiite

	
Kerala[image: External link] → Keralite (also Malayali or Malayalee)

	
Manhattan[image: External link] → Manhattanite

	
Moscow[image: External link] → Muscovite (also Latin "Muscovia")

	
Montpelier, Vermont[image: External link] → Montpelierite

	
Mumbai[image: External link] → Mumbaiite

	
New Hampshire → New Hampshirite

	
Oban[image: External link] → Obanite

	
Odessa[image: External link] → Odessite

	
Patna[image: External link] → Patnaite

	
Perth[image: External link] → Perthite (also "Perthian" and "Perthling")

	
Putney[image: External link] → Putneyite

	
Queens[image: External link] → Queensite[17]


	
Reading[image: External link] → Readingite

	
Reno, Nevada[image: External link] → Renoite

	
Ruskin, Florida[image: External link] → Ruskinite

	
Seattle[image: External link] → Seattleite

	
Seoul → Seoulite

	
Shiloh[image: External link] → Shilonite (as in: "Ahijah the Shilonite[image: External link]")

	
Springfield (The Simpsons)[image: External link] → Springfieldianite

	
Spokane[image: External link] → Spokanite

	
Sydney[image: External link] → Sydneyite (also "Sydneysider")

	
Telangana[image: External link]→ Telanganite

	
Tokyo[image: External link] → Tokyoite

	
Vancouver[image: External link] → Vancouverite

	
Vizag[image: External link] → Vizagite

	
Wenham, Massachusetts[image: External link] → Wenhamite

	
Westchester County, New York[image: External link] → Westchesterite

	
Whittier, California[image: External link] → Whittierite

	
Winston-Salem[image: External link] → Winston-Salemite

	
Wisconsin → Wisconsinite

	
Wyoming → Wyomingite
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Amsterdam → Amsterdammer

	
Auckland[image: External link] → Aucklander

	
Beijing[image: External link] → Beijinger

	
Belgrade[image: External link] → Belgrader

	
Berlin[image: External link] → Berliner

	
Bucharest[image: External link] → Bucharester

	
Budapest[image: External link] → Budapester

	
Cleveland[image: External link] → Clevelander

	
Cook Islands[image: External link] →Cook Islander

	
Copenhagen[image: External link] → Copenhagener

	
Detroit[image: External link] → Detroiter

	
Dublin[image: External link] → Dubliner

	
Dresden[image: External link] → Dresdener

	
Fife[image: External link] → Fifer

	
Frankfurt[image: External link] → Frankfurter

	
Greenland →Greenlander (also "Greenlandic")

	
Hamburg[image: External link] → Hamburger

	
Hannover[image: External link] → Hannoveraner

	
Hong Kong[image: External link] → Hongkonger[image: External link]/Hong Konger (also "Hong Kongese"/"Hongkongese")

	
Iceland[image: External link] → Icelander (also "Icelandic")

	
Leeds[image: External link] → Loiner

	
Leipzig[image: External link] → Leipziger

	
Liechtenstein[image: External link] → Liechtensteiner

	
Little Rock, AR[image: External link] → Little Rocker

	
London[image: External link] → Londoner

	
Lorraine[image: External link] → Lorrainer

	
Luxembourg[image: External link] → Luxembourger

	
Maine → Mainer

	
Maryland → Marylander

	
Michigan[image: External link] → Michigander

	
Montreal[image: External link] → Montrealer

	
Netherlands[image: External link] → Netherlander (also "Dutchman" and "Hollander")

	
New England → New Englander

	
New York[image: External link] → New Yorker

	
New Zealand[image: External link] → New Zealander

	
Newfoundland[image: External link] → Newfoundlander

	
Pittsburgh[image: External link] → Pittsburgher

	
Prague[image: External link] → Praguer

	
Puntland[image: External link] → Puntlander

	
Quebec[image: External link] → Quebecker or Quebecer (though see below; irregular forms)

	
Queensland[image: External link] → Queenslander

	
Rhineland[image: External link] → Rhinelander

	
Rhode Island → Rhode Islander

	
Rotterdam[image: External link] → Rotterdammer

	
Saigon[image: External link] → Saigoner

	
Solomon Islands[image: External link] → Solomon Islander

	
Somaliland[image: External link] → Somalilander

	
Stockholm[image: External link] → Stockholmer

	
Stuttgart[image: External link] → Stuttgarter

	
Tallinn[image: External link] → Tallinner

	
Vermont[image: External link] → Vermonter

	
Winnipeg[image: External link] → Winnipegger

	
Yellowknife[image: External link] → Yellowknifer

	
Yukon[image: External link] → Yukoner

	
Zurich[image: External link] → Zuricher





Often used for European[image: External link] locations and Canadian locations
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(Usually suffixed to a truncated form of the toponym[image: External link], or place-name.)

"-ish" is usually proper only as an adjective. See note below list.



	
Åland[image: External link] → Ålandish

	
Britain[image: External link], Great Britain[image: External link] and United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland[image: External link] → British (demonym "Briton")

	
Cornwall[image: External link] → Cornish (demonym "Cornishman, Cornishwoman")

	
Denmark[image: External link] → Danish (demonym "Dane")

	
England[image: External link] → English (demonym "Englishman, Englishwoman")

	
Finland[image: External link] → Finnish (demonym "Finn" or "Finnic")

	
Flanders[image: External link] → Flemish (demonym "Fleming")

	
Ireland[image: External link] → Irish (demonym "Irishman, Irishwoman")

	
Kurdistan[image: External link] → Kurdish (demonym "Kurd")

	
Luxembourg[image: External link] → Luxembourgish (demonym "Luxembourger")

	
Northern Ireland[image: External link] → Northern Irish

	
Poland[image: External link] → Polish (demonym "Pole")

	
Scotland[image: External link] → Scottish (demonym "Scot" or "Scotsman, Scotswoman")

	
Spain[image: External link] → Spanish (demonym "Spaniard")

	
Sweden[image: External link] → Swedish (demonym "Swede")

	
Turkey[image: External link] → Turkish (demonym "Turk")
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Cairo[image: External link] → Cairene

	
Cyrenaica[image: External link] → Cyrene

	
Damascus[image: External link] → Damascene

	
Greece[image: External link] → Greek

	
Nazareth[image: External link] → Nazarene

	
Slovenia[image: External link] → Slovene (also "Slovenian")



Often used for Middle Eastern[image: External link] locations and European[image: External link] locations.
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	Kingston-upon-Hull (UK) → Hullensian

	Leeds (UK) → Leodensian
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Spain[image: External link] → Spaniard (also "Spanish")

	
Savoy[image: External link] → Savoyard
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Abruzzo[image: External link] → Abruzzese

	
Aragon[image: External link] → Aragonese

	
Aceh[image: External link] → Acehnese

	
Assam[image: External link] → Assamese

	
Bali[image: External link] → Balinese

	
Benin[image: External link] → Beninese (also "Beninois")

	
Bern[image: External link] → Bernese

	
Bhutan[image: External link] → Bhutanese

	
Bologna[image: External link] → Bolognese

	
Calabria[image: External link] → Calabrese

	
China[image: External link] → Chinese

	
Congo[image: External link] → Congolese

	
Da Lat[image: External link] → Dalatese

	
East Timor[image: External link] → East Timorese

	
Faroe Islands[image: External link] → Faroese

	
Gabon[image: External link] → Gabonese (also Gabonais/e)

	
Genoa[image: External link] → Genovese

	
Guangdong[image: External link] ("Canton") → Cantonese[image: External link]


	
Guyana[image: External link] → Guyanese

	
Hainan[image: External link] → Hainanese[image: External link]


	
Hong Kong[image: External link] → Hongkongese

	
Hunan[image: External link] → Hunanese

	
Japan[image: External link] → Japanese

	
Java[image: External link] → Javanese (also "Javan")

	
Lebanon[image: External link] → Lebanese

	
Macao[image: External link] → Macanese/Chinese

	
Malta[image: External link] → Maltese

	
Manila[image: External link] → Manilese

	
Marshall Islands → Marshallese

	
Milan → Milanese

	
Myanmar/Burma[image: External link] → Burmese (though see below; irregular forms)

	
Nepal[image: External link] → Nepalese (also "Nepali")

	
Piedmont[image: External link] → Piedmontese

	
Pittsburgh[image: External link] → Pittsburghese (as used routinely by residents of Pittsburgh referring only to the accent/dialect)

	
Portugal[image: External link] → Portuguese

	
Rwanda[image: External link] → Rwandese (also "Rwandan")

	
San Marino[image: External link] → Sammarinese

	
Sark[image: External link] → Sarkese

	
Senegal[image: External link] → Senegalese

	
Shanghai[image: External link] → Shanghaiese

	
Siam[image: External link] → Siamese

	
Sikkim[image: External link] → Sikkimese

	( South[image: External link]) Sudan[image: External link] → (South) Sudanese

	
Suriname[image: External link] → Surinamese

	
Taiwan[image: External link] → Taiwanese

	
Togo[image: External link] → Togolese

	
Turin[image: External link] → Torinese

	
Tyrol[image: External link] → Tyrolese

	
Vienna[image: External link] → Viennese

	
Vietnam → Vietnamese





"-ese" is usually considered proper only as an adjective, or to refer to the entirety.[citation needed[image: External link]] Thus, "a Chinese person" is used rather than "a Chinese". Often used for East Asian and Francophone[image: External link] locations, from the similar-sounding French suffix -ais(e), which is originally from the Latin adjectival ending -ensis, designating origin from a place: thus Hispaniensis (Spanish), Danensis (Danish), etc.
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Allahabad[image: External link] → Allahabadi

	
Azawad[image: External link] → Azawadi

	
Azerbaijan[image: External link] → Azeri (also "Azerbaijanian or Azerbaijani")

	
Azra[image: External link] → Azragi

	
Balochistan[image: External link] → Balochistani (also "Baloch" or "Baluch" or "Baluchi")

	
Bahrain[image: External link] → Bahraini

	
Bangladesh[image: External link] → Bangladeshi

	
Barisal[image: External link] → Barisali (also "Borishali")

	
Bengal[image: External link] → Bengali

	
Bharat[image: External link] → Bharati

	
Bihar[image: External link] → Bihari

	
Birmingham[image: External link] (UK) → Brummie

	
Dagestan[image: External link] → Dagestani

	
Dhaka[image: External link] → Dhakai (also "Dhakaiya" or "Dhakaite")

	
Faridabad[image: External link] → Faridabadi

	
Gujarat[image: External link] → Gujarati

	
Hayastan[image: External link] → Hayastani (also "Armenian")

	
Hazara[image: External link] → Hazaragi (also "Azragi")

	
Hyderabad[image: External link] → Hyderabadi

	
Iran[image: External link] → Irani (also "Iranian" or "Persian")

	
Iraq[image: External link] → Iraqi

	
Israel[image: External link] → Israeli (in the modern State of Israel)

	
Kerala[image: External link] → Malayali[image: External link] or Malayalee (also Keralite)

	
Kashmir[image: External link] → Kashmiri

	
Kazakhstan[image: External link] → Kazakhstani (also "Kazakh")

	
Kurdistan[image: External link] → Kurdistani (also "Kurdish", "Kurd")

	
Kuwait[image: External link] → Kuwaiti

	
Kyrgyzstan[image: External link] → Kyrgyzstani (also "Kyrgyz")

	
Lahore[image: External link] → Lahori

	
Nepal[image: External link] → Nepali (also "Nepalese")

	
Oman[image: External link] → Omani

	
Pakistan → Pakistani

	
Punjab[image: External link] → Punjabi

	
Qatar[image: External link] → Qatari

	
Rajasthan[image: External link] → Rajasthani

	
Rangpur[image: External link] → Rangpuri

	
Sindh[image: External link] → Sindhi

	
Somalia[image: External link] → Somali

	
Sylhet[image: External link] → Sylheti (also "Siloti")

	
Tajikistan[image: External link] → Tajikistani (also "Tajik")

	
Tel Aviv[image: External link] → Tel Avivi (also "Tel Avivim" (plural))

	
Turkmenistan[image: External link] → Turkmenistani (also "Turkmen")

	
United Arab Emirates[image: External link] → Emirati

	
Uzbekistan[image: External link] → Uzbekistani (also "Uzbek")

	
Yemen[image: External link] → Yemeni

	
Yorkshire[image: External link] → Yorkie (also "Yorkshireman" or "Tyke")





Mostly for Middle Eastern[image: External link] and South Asian[image: External link] locales and in Latinate names for the various people that ancient Romans encountered (e.g. Allemanni[image: External link], Helvetii[image: External link])
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Finland[image: External link] → Finnic[image: External link] (also "Finnish" or "Finn")

	
Antarctica[image: External link] → Antarctic

	
Greenland → Greenlandic (also "Greenlander")

	
Iceland[image: External link] → Icelandic[image: External link] (also "Icelander")

	
Slavic countries[image: External link] → Slavs/Slavic
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Chios[image: External link] →Chiot

	
Corfu[image: External link] → Corfiot

	
Cyprus[image: External link] → Cypriot ("Cyprian" before 1960 independence of Cyprus)

	
Phanar[image: External link] → Phanariote



Used especially for Greek[image: External link] locations.
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Monaco[image: External link] → Monégasque (native citizen of Monaco)

	
Menton[image: External link] → Mentonasque

	
Basque Country[image: External link] → Basque



Often used for French[image: External link] locations.
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Galloway[image: External link] → Galwegian

	
Galway[image: External link] → Galwegian

	
Glasgow[image: External link] → Glaswegian

	
Norway[image: External link] → Norwegian
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Aberdeen[image: External link] → Aberdonian

	
Bath[image: External link] → Bathonian

	
Boston → Bostonian

	
Connacht[image: External link] → Connachtonian

	
Cork[image: External link] → Corkonian [18]


	
Dundee[image: External link] → Dundonian

	
Halifax[image: External link] → Haligonian

	
Newport[image: External link] → Newportonian

	
Oxford[image: External link] → Oxonian

	
Edmonton[image: External link]→Edmontonian



Often used for British[image: External link] and Irish[image: External link] locations.
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Barrow-in-Furness[image: External link] → Barrovian [19]


	
Oamaru[image: External link] → Oamaruvian

	
Oslo[image: External link] → Oslovian

	
Peru[image: External link] → Peruvian

	
Warsaw[image: External link] → Warsovian

	
Waterloo[image: External link] → Waterluvian [20]


	
Wythenshawe[image: External link]- Wythenshavian
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Burkina Faso[image: External link] → Burkina Fasan
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Benin[image: External link] → Beninois(e) (also Beninese)

	
Gabon[image: External link] → Gabonais(e) (also Gabonese)

	
Seychelles[image: External link] → Seychellois(e)

	
Quebec[image: External link] → Quebecois(e) (also Quebecker, most common within Canada)



While derived from French, these are also official demonyms in English.
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Alsace[image: External link] → Alsatian (Alsatia)

	
Ashbourne[image: External link] → Ashburnian (Essiburn)

	
Cambridge[image: External link] → Cantabrigian[image: External link]


	
Colchester[image: External link] → Colcestrian

	
Courland[image: External link] → Couronian (Curonia)

	
Exeter[image: External link] → Exonian

	
Germany[image: External link] → German[image: External link] (Germani)

	
Guernsey[image: External link] → Sarnian (Sarnia)

	
Halifax[image: External link] → Haligonian[image: External link]


	
Hispanic America[image: External link] → Hispanic[image: External link] (Hispania)

	
Leeds[image: External link] → Leodensian[image: External link] (Ledesia)

	
Lviv[image: External link] → Leopolitan (Leopolis)

	
Manchester[image: External link] → Mancunian[image: External link] (Mancunia)

	
Melbourne[image: External link] → Melburnian[image: External link] (Melburnia)

	
Minneapolis[image: External link] → Minneapolitan

	
Naples[image: External link] → Neapolitan (Neapolis)

	
Newcastle[image: External link] → Novocastrian (Novum Castrum)

	
Orkney Islands[image: External link] → Orcadian[image: External link] (Orcadia)

	
Oswestry[image: External link] → Oswestrian (Oswestria)

	
Shropshire[image: External link] → Salopian (Salopia)

	
Tripoli[image: External link] → Tripolitan (Tripolis)

	
Venice[image: External link] → Venetian

	
Wolverhampton[image: External link] → Wulfrunian
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It is much rarer to find Demonyms created with a prefix. Mostly they are from Africa and the Pacific, and are not generally known or used outside the country concerned. In much of East Africa, a person of a particular ethnic group will be denoted by a prefix. For example, a person of the Luba people[image: External link] would be a Muluba, the plural form Baluba, and the language, Kiluba[image: External link] or Tshiluba[image: External link]. Similar patterns with minor variations in the prefixes exist throughout on a tribal level. And Fijians who are indigenous Fijians are known as Kaiviti (Viti being the Fijian name for Fiji[image: External link]). On a country level:


	
Botswana[image: External link] → Motswana (singlular), Batswana (plural)

	
Burundi[image: External link] → Umurundi (singular), Abarundi (plural)

	
Lesotho[image: External link] → Mosotho (singular), Basotho (plural)



In the Pacific, at least two countries use prefixation:


	
Kiribati[image: External link] → i-Kiribati

	
Vanuatu[image: External link] → Ni-Vanuatu
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Shillong[image: External link] → nong Shillong
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Demonyms may also not conform to the underlying naming of a particular place, but instead arise out of historical or cultural particularities that become associated with its denizens. These demonyms are usually more informal and colloquial. In the United States such informal demonyms frequently become associated with mascots of the intercollegiate sports teams of the state university system[image: External link]. In other countries the origins are often disputed.


	
Arizona → Sand Cutter[21]


	
Birmingham, England[image: External link] → Brummie

	
Canada → Canuck[image: External link]


	
Connecticut → Nutmegger[image: External link]


	
Indiana → Hoosier[image: External link]


	
Jersey[image: External link] → Jèrriais[image: External link](adjectival), Jerseyman(demonym)

	
Kansas → Jayhawker[image: External link]


	
Liverpool[image: External link] → Scouser or Liverpudlian

	
London, England[image: External link] → Cockney (Specifically: One hailing from East London, England)

	
Newcastle upon Tyne, England[image: External link] → Geordie[image: External link]


	
New Zealand[image: External link] → Kiwi[image: External link]


	
North Carolina → Tar Heel[image: External link]


	
Massachusetts → Bay Stater[image: External link] (Official demonym) [22][23]


	
Sydney[image: External link] → Sydneysider

	
Ohio → Buckeye

	
Oklahoma → Okie[image: External link], Sooner[image: External link]
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Abkhazia[image: External link] → Abkhaz

	
Afghanistan[image: External link] → Afghan

	
Arabia[image: External link] → Arab

	
Azerbaijan[image: External link] → Azerbaijani, Azeri

	
Catalonia[image: External link] → Catalan

	
Chechnya[image: External link] → Chechen

	
Cornwall[image: External link] → Cornishman, Cornishwoman

	
Croatia[image: External link] → Croat

	
Czech Republic[image: External link] → Czech

	
Denmark[image: External link] → Dane

	
England[image: External link] → Englishman, Englishwoman

	
Finland[image: External link] → Finn[image: External link]


	
Flanders[image: External link] → Fleming

	
France[image: External link] → French

	
Ingushetia[image: External link] → Ingush

	
Ireland[image: External link] → Irishman, Irishwoman

	
Jersey[image: External link] → Jerseyman, Jerseywoman

	
Kalmykia[image: External link] → Kalmyk

	
Kazakhstan[image: External link] → Kazakh

	
Kerry[image: External link] → Kerryman

	
KwaZulu[image: External link] → Zulu

	
Kurdistan[image: External link] → Kurd

	
Kyrgyzstan[image: External link] → Kyrgyz

	
Lapland[image: External link] → Lapp (note: considered offensive in Norwegian)

	
Luxembourg[image: External link] → Luxembourger

	
Mongolia[image: External link] → Mongol

	
Netherlands[image: External link] → Dutch

	
New South Wales[image: External link] → New South Welshman

	
Philippines[image: External link] - Filipino

	
Poland[image: External link] → Pole

	
Scotland[image: External link] → Scot, Scotsman, Scotswoman

	
Serbia[image: External link] → Serb

	
Slovakia[image: External link] → Slovak

	
Slovenia[image: External link] → Slovene

	
Somalia[image: External link] → Somali

	
Spain[image: External link] → Spaniard

	
Swaziland[image: External link] → Swazi

	
Sweden[image: External link] → Swede

	
Tajikistan[image: External link] → Tajik

	
Tamil Nadu[image: External link] → Tamil

	
Tatarstan[image: External link] →Tatar

	
Thailand[image: External link] → Thai

	
Turkey[image: External link] → Turk

	
Turkmenistan[image: External link] → Turkmen

	
Ulster[image: External link] → Ulsterman

	
Uzbekistan[image: External link] → Uzbek

	
Wales[image: External link] → Welsh

	
Yorkshire[image: External link] → Yorkshireman, Yorkshirewoman
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 Fiction




Literature and science fiction have created a wealth of gentilics that are not directly associated with a cultural group. These will typically be formed using the standard models above. Examples include Martian[image: External link] for hypothetical people of Mars[image: External link] (credited to scientist Percival Lowell[image: External link]) or Gondorian for the people of Tolkien[image: External link]'s fictional land of Gondor[image: External link].

Other science fiction examples include Jovian[image: External link] for those of Jupiter[image: External link] or its moons, and Venusian[image: External link] for those of Venus[image: External link]. Fictional aliens refer to the inhabitants of Earth as Earthling[image: External link] (from the diminutive[image: External link] -ling, ultimately from Old English[image: External link] -ing meaning "descendant"), as well as " Terran[image: External link]", "Terrene", "Tellurian", "Earther", "Earthican", "Terrestrial", and "Solarian" (from Sol, the sun).

Fantasy literature which involves other worlds or other lands also has a rich supply of gentilics. Examples include Lilliputians and Brobdingnagians, from the islands of Lilliput[image: External link] and Brobdingnag[image: External link] in the satire Gulliver's Travels[image: External link].

In a few cases, where a linguistic background has been created, non-standard gentilics are formed (or the eponyms back-formed). Examples include Tolkien's Rohirrim[image: External link] (from Rohan[image: External link]) and the Star Trek[image: External link] world's Klingon[image: External link] people (with various version of homeworld name).
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Time Zone






This article is about time zones in general. For a list of time zones by country, see List of time zones by country[image: External link]. For more time zone lists, see Lists of time zones[image: External link]. For other uses, see Time zone (disambiguation)[image: External link].

A time zone is a region of the globe that observes a uniform standard time[image: External link] for legal, commercial, and social purposes. Time zones tend to follow the boundaries of countries and their subdivisions because it is convenient for areas in close commercial or other communication to keep the same time.

Most of the time zones on land are offset from Coordinated Universal Time[image: External link] (UTC) by a whole number of hours (UTC−12 to UTC+14), but a few zones are offset by 30 or 45 minutes (for example Newfoundland Standard Time[image: External link] is UTC−03:30, Nepal Standard Time[image: External link] is UTC+05:45, and Indian Standard Time[image: External link] is UTC+05:30). Some higher latitude and temperate zone countries use daylight saving time for part of the year, typically by adjusting local clock time by an hour. Many land time zones are skewed toward the west of the corresponding nautical time zones[image: External link]. This also creates a permanent daylight saving time effect.
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 Early timekeeping




Before clocks[image: External link] were first invented, it was common practice to mark the time of day with apparent solar time[image: External link] (also called "true" solar time) – for example, the time on a sundial[image: External link] – which was typically different for every location and dependent on longitude.

When well-regulated mechanical clocks became widespread in the early 19th century,[1] each city began to use some local mean solar time[image: External link]. Apparent and mean solar time can differ by up to around 15 minutes (as described by the equation of time[image: External link]) because of the elliptical shape of the Earth's orbit around the Sun ( eccentricity[image: External link]) and the tilt of the Earth's axis ( obliquity[image: External link]). Mean solar time has days of equal length, and the difference between the two sums to zero after a year.

Greenwich Mean Time[image: External link] (GMT) was established in 1675, when the Royal Observatory[image: External link] was built, as an aid to mariners to determine longitude[image: External link] at sea, providing a standard reference time while each city in England kept a different local time.
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 Railway time




Local solar time became increasingly inconvenient as rail transport and telecommunications improved, because clocks differed between places by amounts corresponding to the differences in their geographical longitudes, which varied by four minutes of time for every degree of longitude. For example, Bristol[image: External link] is about 2.5 degrees west of Greenwich[image: External link] (East London[image: External link]), so when it is solar noon in Bristol, it is about 10 minutes past solar noon in London.[2] The use of time zones accumulates these differences into longer units, usually hours, so that nearby places can share a common standard for timekeeping.

The first adoption of a standard time was on December 1, 1847, in Great Britain by railway companies[image: External link] using GMT kept by portable chronometers[image: External link]. The first of these companies to adopt standard time was the Great Western Railway[image: External link] (GWR) in November 1840. This quickly became known as Railway Time[image: External link]. About August 23, 1852, time signals were first transmitted by telegraph[image: External link] from the Royal Observatory, Greenwich. Even though 98% of Great Britain's public clocks were using GMT by 1855, it was not made Britain's legal time until August 2, 1880. Some British clocks from this period have two minute hands—one for the local time, one for GMT.[3]

Improvements in worldwide communication further increased the need for interacting parties to communicate mutually comprehensible time references to one another. The problem of differing local times could be solved across larger areas by synchronizing clocks worldwide, but in many places that adopted time would then differ markedly from the solar time to which people were accustomed.

On November 2, 1868, the then British colony of New Zealand officially adopted a standard time to be observed throughout the colony, and was perhaps the first country to do so. It was based on the longitude 172°30′ East of Greenwich[image: External link], that is 11 hours 30 minutes ahead of GMT. This standard was known as New Zealand Mean Time[image: External link].[4]

Timekeeping on the American railroads in the mid-19th century was somewhat confused. Each railroad used its own standard time, usually based on the local time of its headquarters or most important terminus, and the railroad's train schedules were published using its own time. Some junctions served by several railroads had a clock for each railroad, each showing a different time.

Charles F. Dowd[image: External link] proposed a system of one-hour standard time zones for American railroads about 1863, although he published nothing on the matter at that time and did not consult railroad officials until 1869. In 1870 he proposed four ideal time zones (having north–south borders), the first centered on Washington, D.C., but by 1872 the first was centered on the meridian 75° W of Greenwich[image: External link], with geographic borders (for example, sections of the Appalachian Mountains). Dowd's system was never accepted by American railroads. Instead, U.S. and Canadian railroads implemented a version proposed by William F. Allen, the editor of the Traveler's Official Railway Guide.[5] The borders of its time zones ran through railroad stations, often in major cities. For example, the border between its Eastern and Central time zones ran through Detroit[image: External link], Buffalo[image: External link], Pittsburgh[image: External link], Atlanta[image: External link], and Charleston[image: External link]. It was inaugurated on Sunday, November 18, 1883, also called "The Day of Two Noons",[6] when each railroad station clock was reset as standard-time noon was reached within each time zone. The zones were named Intercolonial, Eastern, Central, Mountain, and Pacific. Within a year 85% of all cities with populations over 10,000, about 200 cities, were using standard time.[7] A notable exception was Detroit (which is about halfway between the meridians of eastern time and central time) which kept local time until 1900, then tried Central Standard Time, local mean time[image: External link], and Eastern Standard Time before a May 1915 ordinance settled on EST and was ratified by popular vote in August 1916. The confusion of times came to an end when Standard zone time was formally adopted by the U.S. Congress in the Standard Time Act[image: External link] of March 19, 1918.
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 Worldwide time zones




Although the first person to propose a worldwide system of time zones was the Italian mathematician Quirico Filopanti[image: External link] in his book Miranda! published in 1858, his idea was unknown outside the pages of his book until long after his death, so it did not influence the adoption of time zones during the 19th century. He proposed 24 hourly time zones, which he called "longitudinal days", the first centred on the meridian of Rome. He also proposed a universal time to be used in astronomy and telegraphy.[8][9]

Scottish-born Canadian Sir Sandford Fleming[image: External link] proposed a worldwide system of time zones in 1879. He advocated his system at several international conferences, and is thus credited with the instigation of "the initial effort that led to the adoption of the present time meridians."[10] In 1876, his first proposal was for a global 24-hour clock, conceptually located at the centre of the Earth and not linked to any surface meridian. In 1879 he specified that his universal day would begin at the anti-meridian of Greenwich (180th meridian[image: External link]), while conceding that hourly time zones might have some limited local use. He also proposed his system at the International Meridian Conference[image: External link] in October 1884, but it did not adopt his time zones because they were not within its purview. The conference did adopt a universal day of 24 hours beginning at Greenwich midnight, but specified that it "shall not interfere with the use of local or standard time where desirable".

By about 1900, almost all time on Earth was in the form of standard time zones, only some of which used an hourly offset from GMT. Many applied the time at a local astronomical observatory to an entire country, without any reference to GMT. It took many decades before all time on Earth was in the form of time zones referred to some "standard offset" from GMT/UTC. By 1929, most major countries had adopted hourly time zones. Nepal[image: External link] was the last country to adopt a standard offset, shifting slightly to UTC+5:45 in 1986.

Today, all nations use standard time zones for secular purposes, but they do not all apply the concept as originally conceived. North Korea, Newfoundland[image: External link], India, Iran, Afghanistan, Burma, Sri Lanka, the Marquesas[image: External link], as well as parts of Australia use half-hour deviations from standard time, and some nations, such as Nepal, and some provinces, such as the Chatham Islands[image: External link] of New Zealand, use quarter-hour deviations. Some countries, such as China and India, use a single time zone even though the extent of their territory far exceeds 15° of longitude.
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 Notation of time
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 ISO 8601




Main article: ISO 8601[image: External link]


ISO 8601 is an international standard[image: External link] that defines unambiguous and well-defined methods of representing dates and times in textual form, including specifications for representing time zones.
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 UTC




If a time is in Coordinated Universal Time[image: External link] (UTC), a "Z" is added directly after the time without a separating space. "Z" is the zone designator for the zero UTC offset. "09:30 UTC" is therefore represented as "09:30Z" or "0930Z". Likewise, "14:45:15 UTC" is written as "14:45:15Z" or "144515Z".

UTC time is also known as "Zulu" time, since "Zulu" is a phonetic alphabet[image: External link] code word for the letter "Z".
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 Offsets from UTC




Offsets from UTC[image: External link] are written in the format ±[hh]:[mm], ±[hh][mm], or ±[hh] (either hours ahead or behind UTC). For example, if the time being described is one hour ahead of UTC (such as the time in Berlin[image: External link] during the winter), the zone designator would be "+01:00", "+0100", or simply "+01". This numeric representation of time zones is appended to local times in the same way that alphabetic time zone abbreviations (or "Z", as above) are appended. The offset from UTC changes with daylight saving time, e.g. a time offset in Chicago[image: External link], which is in the North American Central Time Zone[image: External link], is " −06:00[image: External link]" for the winter (Central Standard Time) and "−05:00" for the summer (Central Daylight Time).
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 Abbreviations




Main article: List of time zone abbreviations[image: External link]


Time zones are often represented by alphabetic abbreviations such as "EST", "WST", and "CST", but these are not part of the international time and date standard ISO 8601[image: External link] and their use as sole designator for a time zone is discouraged. Such designations can be ambiguous; for example, "ECT" could be interpreted as "Eastern Caribbean Time" (UTC−4h), "Ecuador Time" (UTC−5h), or "European Central Time" (UTC+1h).
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 UTC offsets worldwide




Main article: List of UTC time offsets[image: External link]
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 List of UTC offsets




These examples give the local time at various locations around the world when daylight saving time is not in effect:



	Time offset
	Example time

(ISO 8601[image: External link] notation)
	Example locations
	Example locations that in summer use DST



	UTC−12:00[image: External link]
	2017-06-12T03:24:29 -12:00[image: External link]
	Baker Island, Howland Island (both uninhabited)
	



	UTC−11:00[image: External link]
	2017-06-12T04:24:29 -11:00[image: External link]
	American Samoa, Niue[image: External link]
	



	UTC−10:00[image: External link]
	2017-06-12T05:24:29 -10:00[image: External link]
	French Polynesia[image: External link] (most), United States ( Hawaii[image: External link])
	United States (Aleutian Islands[image: External link])



	UTC−09:30[image: External link]
	2017-06-12T05:54:29 -09:30[image: External link]
	Marquesas Islands[image: External link]
	



	UTC−09:00[image: External link]
	2017-06-12T06:24:29 -09:00[image: External link]
	Gambier Islands[image: External link]
	United States (most of Alaska)



	UTC−08:00[image: External link]
	2017-06-12T07:24:29 -08:00[image: External link]
	Pitcairn Islands[image: External link]
	Canada[image: External link] (most of British Columbia[image: External link]), Mexico[image: External link] (Baja California[image: External link]), United States (California, most of Nevada, most of Oregon, Washington[image: External link])



	UTC−07:00[image: External link]
	2017-06-12T08:24:29 -07:00[image: External link]
	Canada[image: External link] (northeastern British Columbia[image: External link]), Mexico[image: External link] ( Sonora[image: External link]), United States (most of Arizona)
	Canada[image: External link] ( Alberta[image: External link]), Mexico[image: External link] ( Chihuahua[image: External link]), United States (Colorado)



	UTC−06:00[image: External link]
	2017-06-12T09:24:29 -06:00[image: External link]
	Belize, Canada[image: External link] (most of Saskatchewan[image: External link]), Costa Rica, Ecuador[image: External link] (Galápagos Islands[image: External link]), El Salvador[image: External link], Guatemala[image: External link], Honduras, Nicaragua[image: External link]
	Canada[image: External link] ( Manitoba[image: External link]), United States (Illinois, most of Texas), Mexico[image: External link] (most)



	UTC−05:00
	2017-06-12T10:24:29 -05:00[image: External link]
	Brazil[image: External link] ( Acre[image: External link]), Colombia[image: External link], Ecuador[image: External link] (continental), Haiti, Jamaica, Panama, Peru[image: External link]
	Bahamas[image: External link], Canada[image: External link] (most of Ontario[image: External link], most of Quebec[image: External link]), Cuba, United States (District of Columbia, most of Florida[image: External link], Georgia, Massachusetts, most of Michigan[image: External link], most of Indiana, New York[image: External link], North Carolina, Ohio)



	UTC−04:00
	2017-06-12T11:24:29 -04:00[image: External link]
	Barbados[image: External link], Bolivia[image: External link], Brazil[image: External link] (most of Amazonas[image: External link], Rondônia[image: External link], Roraima[image: External link]), Dominican Republic, Puerto Rico, Trinidad and Tobago, Venezuela[image: External link]
	Brazil[image: External link] (most of Mato Grosso[image: External link], Mato Grosso do Sul[image: External link]), Canada[image: External link] (Nova Scotia[image: External link], New Brunswick[image: External link], Prince Edward Island[image: External link], most of Labrador[image: External link]), Chile[image: External link] (continental), Paraguay[image: External link]



	UTC−03:30[image: External link]
	2017-06-12T11:54:29 -03:30[image: External link]
	
	Canada[image: External link] (island of Newfoundland[image: External link], southeastern Labrador[image: External link])



	UTC−03:00[image: External link]
	2017-06-12T12:24:29 -03:00[image: External link]
	Argentina[image: External link], Brazil[image: External link] ( Bahia[image: External link], Ceará[image: External link], Maranhão[image: External link], Pará[image: External link], Pernambuco[image: External link]), Falkland Islands[image: External link], Uruguay[image: External link]
	Brazil[image: External link] (Federal District, Minas Gerais[image: External link], Paraná[image: External link], Rio Grande do Sul[image: External link], Rio de Janeiro[image: External link], São Paulo[image: External link]), Greenland (most)



	UTC−02:00[image: External link]
	2017-06-12T13:24:29 -02:00[image: External link]
	Brazil[image: External link] (Fernando de Noronha[image: External link]), South Georgia and the South Sandwich Islands[image: External link]
	



	UTC−01:00[image: External link]
	2017-06-12T14:24:29 -01:00[image: External link]
	Cape Verde[image: External link]
	Portugal[image: External link] ( Azores[image: External link])



	UTC±00:00[image: External link]
	2017-06-12T15:24:29 +00:00[image: External link]
	Ivory Coast[image: External link], Ghana[image: External link], Iceland[image: External link], Saint Helena[image: External link], Senegal[image: External link], Mali[image: External link]
	Faroe Islands[image: External link], Ireland[image: External link], Morocco[image: External link], Portugal[image: External link] ( continental[image: External link], Madeira[image: External link]), Spain[image: External link] (Canary Islands[image: External link]), United Kingdom[image: External link], Western Sahara[image: External link]



	UTC+01:00[image: External link]
	2017-06-12T16:24:29 +01:00[image: External link]
	Algeria[image: External link], Angola[image: External link], Benin[image: External link], Cameroon[image: External link], Democratic Republic of the Congo[image: External link] (west), Gabon[image: External link], Niger[image: External link], Nigeria[image: External link], Tunisia[image: External link]
	Albania[image: External link], Austria[image: External link], Belgium[image: External link], Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link], Croatia[image: External link], Czech Republic[image: External link], Denmark[image: External link], France[image: External link] ( metropolitan[image: External link]), Germany[image: External link], Hungary[image: External link], Italy[image: External link], Kosovo[image: External link], Malta[image: External link], Macedonia[image: External link], Namibia[image: External link], Netherlands[image: External link] (European), Norway[image: External link], Poland[image: External link], Serbia[image: External link], Slovakia[image: External link], Slovenia[image: External link], Spain[image: External link] (continental), Sweden[image: External link], Switzerland[image: External link]



	UTC+02:00[image: External link]
	2017-06-12T17:24:29 +02:00[image: External link]
	Burundi[image: External link], Egypt[image: External link], Jordan[image: External link], Malawi[image: External link], Mozambique[image: External link], Russia[image: External link] ( Kaliningrad[image: External link]), Rwanda[image: External link], South Africa[image: External link], Swaziland[image: External link], Zambia[image: External link], Zimbabwe[image: External link]
	Bulgaria[image: External link], Cyprus[image: External link], Estonia[image: External link], Finland[image: External link], Greece[image: External link], Israel[image: External link], Latvia[image: External link], Lebanon[image: External link], Lithuania[image: External link], Moldova[image: External link], Palestine[image: External link], Romania[image: External link], Syria[image: External link], Ukraine[image: External link]



	UTC+03:00[image: External link]
	2017-06-12T18:24:29 +03:00[image: External link]
	Belarus[image: External link], Djibouti[image: External link], Eritrea[image: External link], Ethiopia, Iraq[image: External link], Kenya[image: External link], Kuwait[image: External link], Madagascar[image: External link], Northern Cyprus[image: External link], Russia[image: External link] (most of European part[image: External link]), Saudi Arabia[image: External link], Somalia[image: External link], South Sudan[image: External link], Sudan[image: External link], Tanzania[image: External link], Turkey[image: External link], Uganda[image: External link], Yemen[image: External link]
	



	UTC+03:30[image: External link]
	2017-06-12T18:54:29 +03:30[image: External link]
	
	Iran[image: External link]



	UTC+04:00[image: External link]
	2017-06-12T19:24:29 +04:00[image: External link]
	Armenia[image: External link], Azerbaijan[image: External link], Georgia[image: External link], Mauritius[image: External link], Oman[image: External link], Russia[image: External link] ( Samara[image: External link]), Seychelles[image: External link], United Arab Emirates[image: External link]
	



	UTC+04:30[image: External link]
	2017-06-12T19:54:29 +04:30[image: External link]
	Afghanistan[image: External link]
	



	UTC+05:00[image: External link]
	2017-06-12T20:24:29 +05:00[image: External link]
	Kazakhstan[image: External link] (west), Maldives[image: External link], Pakistan, Russia[image: External link] ( Sverdlovsk[image: External link], Chelyabinsk[image: External link]), Uzbekistan[image: External link]
	



	UTC+05:30[image: External link]
	2017-06-12T20:54:29 +05:30[image: External link]
	India, Sri Lanka[image: External link]
	



	UTC+05:45[image: External link]
	2017-06-12T21:09:29 +05:45[image: External link]
	Nepal[image: External link]
	



	UTC+06:00[image: External link]
	2017-06-12T21:24:29 +06:00[image: External link]
	Bangladesh[image: External link], Bhutan[image: External link], British Indian Ocean Territory[image: External link], Kazakhstan[image: External link] (most), Russia[image: External link] ( Omsk[image: External link])
	



	UTC+06:30[image: External link]
	2017-06-12T21:54:29 +06:30[image: External link]
	Cocos Islands[image: External link], Myanmar[image: External link]
	



	UTC+07:00[image: External link]
	2017-06-12T22:24:29 +07:00[image: External link]
	Cambodia[image: External link], Indonesia[image: External link] (west), Laos[image: External link], Russia[image: External link] ( Krasnoyarsk[image: External link]), Thailand[image: External link], Vietnam
	Mongolia[image: External link] (west)



	UTC+08:00[image: External link]
	2017-06-12T23:24:29 +08:00[image: External link]
	Australia[image: External link] (Western Australia[image: External link]), Brunei[image: External link], China[image: External link], Hong Kong[image: External link], Indonesia[image: External link] (central), Macau[image: External link], Malaysia[image: External link], Philippines[image: External link], Russia[image: External link] ( Irkutsk[image: External link]), Singapore[image: External link], Taiwan[image: External link]
	Mongolia[image: External link] (most)



	UTC+08:30[image: External link]
	2017-06-12T23:54:29 +08:30[image: External link]
	North Korea[image: External link][11]
	



	UTC+08:45[image: External link]
	2017-06-13T00:09:29 +08:45[image: External link]
	Australia ( Eucla[image: External link] unofficial)
	



	UTC+09:00[image: External link]
	2017-06-13T00:24:29 +09:00[image: External link]
	East Timor[image: External link], Indonesia[image: External link] (east), Japan[image: External link], Russia[image: External link] (most of Sakha[image: External link]), South Korea[image: External link]
	



	UTC+09:30[image: External link]
	2017-06-13T00:54:29 +09:30[image: External link]
	Australia[image: External link] (Northern Territory[image: External link])
	Australia[image: External link] (South Australia[image: External link])



	UTC+10:00[image: External link]
	2017-06-13T01:24:29 +10:00[image: External link]
	Australia[image: External link] ( Queensland[image: External link]), Papua New Guinea[image: External link], Russia[image: External link] ( Primorsky[image: External link])
	Australia[image: External link] (New South Wales[image: External link], Tasmania[image: External link], Victoria[image: External link])



	UTC+10:30[image: External link]
	2017-06-13T01:54:29 +10:30[image: External link]
	
	Lord Howe Island[image: External link]



	UTC+11:00[image: External link]
	2017-06-13T02:24:29 +11:00[image: External link]
	New Caledonia[image: External link], Russia[image: External link] ( Magadan[image: External link]), Solomon Islands[image: External link], Vanuatu[image: External link]
	



	UTC+12:00[image: External link]
	2017-06-13T03:24:29 +12:00[image: External link]
	Kiribati[image: External link] (Gilbert Islands[image: External link]), Russia[image: External link] ( Kamchatka[image: External link])
	Fiji[image: External link], New Zealand[image: External link] (most)



	UTC+12:45[image: External link]
	2017-06-13T04:09:29 +12:45[image: External link]
	
	New Zealand[image: External link] (Chatham Islands[image: External link])



	UTC+13:00[image: External link]
	2017-06-13T04:24:29 +13:00[image: External link]
	Kiribati[image: External link] (Phoenix Islands[image: External link]), Tokelau[image: External link]
	Samoa[image: External link], Tonga[image: External link]



	UTC+14:00[image: External link]
	2017-06-13T05:24:29 +14:00[image: External link]
	Kiribati[image: External link] (Line Islands[image: External link])
	




Where the adjustment for time zones results in a time at the other side of midnight from UTC, then the date at the location is one day later or earlier.

Some examples when UTC is 23:00 on Monday when or where daylight saving time is not in effect:


	
Cairo[image: External link], Egypt[image: External link]: UTC+02[image: External link]; 01:00 on Tuesday

	
Wellington[image: External link], New Zealand[image: External link]: UTC+12[image: External link]; 11:00 on Tuesday



Some examples when UTC is 02:00 on Tuesday when or where daylight saving time is not in effect:


	Honolulu, Hawaii, United States: UTC−10[image: External link]; 16:00 on Monday

	Toronto, Ontario, Canada: UTC−05; 21:00 on Monday



The time-zone adjustment for a specific location may vary because of daylight saving time. For example, New Zealand, which is usually UTC+12[image: External link], observes a one-hour daylight saving time adjustment during the Southern Hemisphere[image: External link] summer, resulting in a local time of UTC+13[image: External link].
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 Time zone conversions






	Time of day by zone



	City, Region
	Zone[image: External link]
	°W
	Tue
	Wed
	



	Samoa[image: External link]
	SST[image: External link]
	165
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	Hawaii[image: External link]
	HAST[image: External link]
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	Juneau, Alaska[image: External link]
	AKST[image: External link]
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	San Francisco[image: External link], Los Angeles[image: External link]
	PST[image: External link]
	120
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	Denver[image: External link]
	MST[image: External link]
	105
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4



	Winnipeg[image: External link], Chicago[image: External link], Mexico[image: External link]
	CST[image: External link]
	90
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	Ottawa, New York[image: External link], Miami[image: External link], Quito[image: External link], Lima[image: External link]
	EST
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	Caracas[image: External link], La Paz[image: External link], Santiago[image: External link]
	CLT[image: External link]
	60
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	Greenland, Rio[image: External link], Buenos Aires
	ART[image: External link]
	45
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	GST[image: External link]
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	CVT[image: External link]
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	London[image: External link], Lisbon[image: External link], Algiers[image: External link], Monrovia[image: External link]
	UTC[image: External link]
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	Paris, Rome, Lagos[image: External link], Kinshasa[image: External link]
	CET[image: External link]
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	Helsinki[image: External link], Moscow[image: External link], Cairo[image: External link], Cape Town[image: External link]
	EET[image: External link]
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	Archangelsk[image: External link], Ankara, Addis Abeba[image: External link]
	AST[image: External link]
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	Magnitogorsk[image: External link], Mauritius[image: External link], Réunion[image: External link]
	GST[image: External link]
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	Salekhard[image: External link], Bishkek[image: External link], Kerguelen[image: External link]
	PKT[image: External link]
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	Norilsk[image: External link], Novosibirsk[image: External link]
	BST[image: External link]
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	Irkutsk[image: External link], Bangkok, Jakarta[image: External link]
	ICT[image: External link]
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	Yakutsk[image: External link], Beijing[image: External link], Manila[image: External link], Perth[image: External link]
	CST[image: External link]
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	Vladivostok[image: External link], Tokyo[image: External link]
	JST[image: External link]
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	Magadan[image: External link], Sydney[image: External link], Melbourne[image: External link]
	AEST[image: External link]
	150
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	NCT[image: External link]
	165
	22
	23
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22
	23
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	19
	20
	21
	22



	Fiji[image: External link], Wellington[image: External link]
	NZST[image: External link]
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	Phoenix Islands[image: External link]
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	Line Islands[image: External link]
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Conversion between time zones obeys the relationship


	"time in zone A" − "UTC offset for zone A" = "time in zone B" − "UTC offset for zone B",



in which each side of the equation is equivalent to UTC. (The more familiar term "UTC offset" is used here rather than the term "zone designator" used by the standard.)

The conversion equation can be rearranged to


	"time in zone B" = "time in zone A" − "UTC offset for zone A" + "UTC offset for zone B".



For example, what time is it in Los Angeles ( PST[image: External link], UTC offset= −08) when the New York Stock Exchange[image: External link] opens at 09:30 ( EST[image: External link], −05)?


	time in Los Angeles = 09:30 − (−05:00) + (−08:00) = 06:30.



In Delhi ( IST[image: External link], UTC offset= +5:30), the New York Stock Exchange opens at


	time in Delhi = 09:30 − (−05:00) + (+5:30) = 20:00.



These calculations become more complicated near a daylight saving boundary (because the UTC offset for zone X is a function of the UTC time).

The table "Time of day by zone" gives an overview on the time relations between different zones.
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 Nautical time zones




Main article: Nautical time[image: External link]


Since the 1920s a nautical standard time[image: External link] system has been in operation for ships on the high seas[image: External link]. Nautical time zones are an ideal form of the terrestrial time zone system. Under the system, a time change of one hour is required for each change of longitude by 15°. The 15° gore[image: External link] that is offset from GMT or UT1 (not UTC[image: External link]) by twelve hours is bisected by the nautical date line into two 7.5° gores that differ from GMT by ±12 hours. A nautical date line is implied but not explicitly drawn on time zone maps. It follows the 180th meridian except where it is interrupted by territorial waters[image: External link] adjacent to land, forming gaps: it is a pole-to-pole dashed line.[12][13][14]

A ship within the territorial waters of any nation would use that nation's standard time, but would revert to nautical standard time upon leaving its territorial waters. The captain is permitted to change the ship's clocks at a time of the captain's choice following the ship's entry into another time zone. The captain often chooses midnight. Ships going in shuttle traffic over a time zone border often keep the same time zone all the time, to avoid confusion about work, meal, and shop opening hours. Still the time table for port calls must follow the land time zone.
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 Skewing of zones




Ideal time zones, such as nautical time zones, are based on the mean solar time of a particular meridian located in the middle of that zone with boundaries located 7.5 degrees east and west of the meridian. In practice, zone boundaries are often drawn much farther to the west with often irregular boundaries, and some locations base their time on meridians located far to the east.

For example, even though the Prime Meridian (0°) passes through Spain[image: External link] and France[image: External link], they use the mean solar time of 15 degrees east (Central European Time[image: External link]) rather than 0 degrees (Greenwich Mean Time). France previously used GMT, but was switched to CET (Central European Time) during the German occupation[image: External link] of the country during World War II and did not switch back after the war.[15] Similarly, prior to World War II, the Netherlands observed "Amsterdam Time", which was twenty minutes ahead of Greenwich Mean Time. They were obliged to follow German time during the war, and kept it thereafter. In the mid 1970s the Netherlands, as with other European states, began observing daylight saving (summer) time.

There is a tendency to draw time zone boundaries far to the west of their meridians. The main reason for this is that similar working day schedules around the world have led to people rising on average at 07:00 clock time and going to bed at 23:00 clock time[citation needed[image: External link]]. Another reason is that it can allow the more efficient use of sunlight.[16] This means that the middle of the period that people are awake ("awake time noon") occurs at 15:00 (= [7 + 23]/2) clock time, whereas - if using as clock time the time of the nautical time zone to which the location concerned geographically belongs - solar noon occurs at 12:00 (+/- 30 min) clock time. To make solar noon coincide more with awake time noon (i.e. make the sun reach its highest point closer to 15:00 clock time rather than 12:00 clock time), the time of one or even two nautical time zones to the east is chosen[citation needed[image: External link]]. Many of these locations also use DST, adding yet another nautical time zone to the east. As a result,[note 1] in summer, solar noon in the Spanish town of Muxía[image: External link] occurs at 14:37 clock time, indeed very close to awake time noon (15:00). This westernmost area of continental Spain never experiences sunset before 18:00 clock time, even in midwinter, despite its lying more than 40 degrees north[image: External link] of the equator. Near the summer solstice[image: External link], Muxia has sunset times (after 22:00) similar to those of Stockholm[image: External link], which is in the same time zone and 16 degrees further north. Stockholm has much earlier sunrises, though.

A more extreme example is Nome, Alaska[image: External link], which is at 165°24′W longitude—just west of center of the idealized Samoa Time Zone[image: External link] ( 165°W[image: External link]). Nevertheless, Nome observes Alaska Time[image: External link] ( 135°W[image: External link]) with DST so it is slightly more than two hours ahead of the sun in winter and over three in summer.[17] Kotzebue, Alaska[image: External link], also near the same meridian but north of the Arctic Circle, has an annual event on August 9 to celebrate two sunsets in the same 24-hour day, one shortly after midnight at the start of the day, and the other shortly before midnight at the end of the day.

Also, China[image: External link] extends as far west as 73°34′E, but all parts of it use UTC+08:00[image: External link] ( 120°E[image: External link]), so solar "noon" can occur as late as 15:00 in western portions of China such as Xinjiang[image: External link] and Tibet[image: External link].
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 Daylight saving time




Main article: Daylight saving time


Many countries, and sometimes just certain regions of countries, adopt daylight saving time (also known as "Summer Time") during part of the year. This typically involves advancing clocks[image: External link] by an hour[image: External link] near the start of spring[image: External link] and adjusting back in autumn[image: External link] ("spring" forward, "fall" back). Modern DST was first proposed in 1907 and was in widespread use in 1916 as a wartime[image: External link] measure aimed at conserving coal[image: External link]. Despite controversy[image: External link], many countries have used it off and on since then; details vary by location[image: External link] and change occasionally. Most countries around the equator do not observe daylight saving time, since the seasonal difference in sunlight is minimal.
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 Computer systems and the Internet




Computer operating systems[image: External link] include the necessary support for working with all (or almost all) possible local times based on the various time zones. Internally, operating systems typically use UTC[image: External link] as their basic time-keeping standard, while providing services for converting local times to and from UTC, and also the ability to automatically change local time conversions at the start and end of daylight saving time in the various time zones. (See the article on daylight saving time[image: External link] for more details on this aspect).

Web servers presenting web pages primarily for an audience in a single time zone or a limited range of time zones typically show times as a local time, perhaps with UTC time in brackets. More internationally oriented websites may show times in UTC only or using an arbitrary time zone. For example, the international English-language version of CNN includes GMT and Hong Kong Time,[18] whereas the US version shows Eastern Time.[19] US Eastern Time and Pacific Time[image: External link] are also used fairly commonly on many US-based English-language websites with global readership. The format is typically based in the W3C[image: External link] Note "datetime".

Email[image: External link] systems and other messaging systems (IRC chat[image: External link], etc.)[20] time-stamp messages using UTC, or else include the sender's time zone as part of the message, allowing the receiving program to display the message's date and time of sending in the recipient's local time.

Database[image: External link] records that include a time stamp typically use UTC, especially when the database is part of a system that spans multiple time zones. The use of local time for time-stamping records is not recommended for time zones that implement daylight saving time because once a year there is a one-hour period when local times are ambiguous.

Calendar systems[image: External link] nowadays usually tie their time stamps to UTC, and show them differently on computers that are in different time zones. That works when having telephone or internet meetings. It works less well when travelling, because the calendar events are assumed to take place in the time zone the computer or smartphone was on when creating the event. The event can be shown at the wrong time. For example, if a New Yorker plans to meet someone in Los Angeles at 9 AM, and makes a calendar entry at 9 AM (which the computer assumes is New York time), the calendar entry will be at 6 AM if taking the computer's time zone. There is also an option in newer versions of Microsoft Outlook[image: External link] to enter the time zone an event will happen in, but often not in other calendar systems. Calendaring software must also deal with daylight saving time (DST). If, for political reasons, the begin and end dates of daylight saving time are changed, calendar entries should stay the same in local time, even though they may shift in UTC time. In Microsoft Outlook, time stamps are therefore stored and communicated without DST offsets.[21] Hence, an appointment in London at noon in the summer will be represented as 12:00 (UTC+00:00) even though the event will actually take place at 13:00 UTC. In Google Calendar[image: External link], calendar events are stored in UTC (although shown in local time) and might be changed by a time-zone changes,[22] although normal daylight saving start and end are compensated for (similar to much other calendar software).
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 Operating systems
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 Unix




Main article: Unix time[image: External link]


Most Unix-like[image: External link] systems, including Linux[image: External link] and Mac OS X[image: External link], keep system time as UTC (Coordinated Universal Time). Rather than having a single time zone set for the whole computer, timezone offsets can vary for different processes. Standard library routines are used to calculate the local time based on the current timezone, normally supplied to processes through the TZ environment variable[image: External link]. This allows users in multiple timezones to use the same computer, with their respective local times displayed correctly to each user. Time zone information most commonly comes from the IANA time zone database[image: External link]. In fact, many systems, including anything using the GNU C Library[image: External link], can make use of this database.
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 Microsoft Windows




Windows[image: External link]-based computer systems prior to Windows 2000[image: External link] used local time, but Windows 2000 and later can use UTC as the basic system time.[23] The system registry[image: External link] contains time zone information that includes the offset from UTC and rules that indicate the start and end dates for daylight saving in each zone. Interaction with the user normally uses local time, and application software is able to calculate the time in various zones. Terminal Servers[image: External link] allow remote computers to redirect their time zone settings to the Terminal Server so that users see the correct time for their time zone in their desktop/application sessions. Terminal Services uses the server base time on the Terminal Server and the client time zone information to calculate the time in the session.
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 Programming languages





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Java




While most application software will use the underlying operating system for timezone information, the Java Platform[image: External link], from version 1.3.1, has maintained its own timezone database. This database is updated whenever timezone rules change. Oracle provides an updater tool for this purpose.[24]

As an alternative to the timezone information bundled with the Java Platform, programmers may choose to use the Joda-Time library.[25] This library includes its own timezone data based on the IANA time zone database.[26]

As of Java 8 new DATE TIME API is there that can help converting timezones. Java 8 Date Time[image: External link]
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 JavaScript




There is very little in the way of timezone support for JavaScript. Essentially the programmer has to extract the UTC offset by instantiating a time object, getting a GMT time from it, and differencing the two. This does not provide a solution for daylight saving variations.
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 Perl




The DateTime object supports all time zones in the Olson DB and includes the ability to get, set and convert between time zones.[27]
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 PHP




The DateTime objects and related functions have been compiled into the PHP core since 5.2. This includes the ability to get and set the default script timezone, and DateTime is aware of its own timezone internally. PHP.net provides extensive documentation on this.[28] As noted there, the most current timezone database can be implemented via the PECL timezonedb.
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 Python




The standard module datetime stores and operates on the timezone information class tzinfo. The third party pytz module provides access to the full IANA time zone database.[29] Negated time zone offset in seconds is stored time.timezone and time.altzone attributes.
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 Smalltalk




Each Smalltalk[image: External link] dialect comes with its own built-in classes for dates, times and timestamps, only a few of which implement the DateAndTime and Duration classes as specified by the ANSI Smalltalk Standard. VisualWorks[image: External link] provides a TimeZone class that supports up to two annually recurring offset transitions, which are assumed to apply to all years (same behavior as Windows time zones). Squeak[image: External link] provides a Timezone class that does not support any offset transitions. Dolphin Smalltalk[image: External link] does not support time zones at all.

For full support of the tz database (zoneinfo) in a Smalltalk application (including support for any number of annually recurring offset transitions, and support for different intra-year offset transition rules in different years) the third-party, open-source, ANSI-Smalltalk-compliant Chronos Date/Time Library is available for use with any of the following Smalltalk dialects: VisualWorks, Squeak, Gemstone, or Dolphin.[30]
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 Time zones in outer space




Orbiting spacecraft typically experience many sunrises and sunsets in a 24-hour period, or in the case of Apollo program[image: External link] astronauts travelling to the moon, none. Thus it is not possible to calibrate time zones with respect to the sun, and still respect a 24-hour sleep/wake cycle. A common practice for space exploration[image: External link] is to use the Earth-based time zone of the launch site or mission control. This keeps the sleeping cycles of the crew and controllers in sync. The International Space Station[image: External link] normally uses Greenwich Mean Time (GMT).[31][32]

Timekeeping on Mars[image: External link] can be more complex, since the planet has a solar day of approximately 24 hours and 39 minutes, known as a sol[image: External link]. Earth controllers for some Mars missions have synchronized their sleep/wake cycles with the Martian day,[33] because solar-powered rover activity on the surface was tied to periods of light and dark. The difference in day length caused the sleep/wake cycles to slowly drift with respect to the day/night cycles on Earth, repeating approximately once every 36 days.
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	Daylight saving time

	ISO 8601[image: External link]

	Jet lag[image: External link]

	Lists of time zones[image: External link]
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	World clock[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ Spain may have chosen its time zone for other reasons, such as synchronising with trading partners, and adopting CET as major member of the EU







[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References






	
^ The Mechanics of Mechanical Watches and Clocks | Ruxu Du | Springer[image: External link].


	
^ Latitude and Longitude of World Cities http://www.infoplease.com/ipa/A0001769.html[image: External link]


	
^ "Bristol Time"[image: External link]. Wwp.greenwichmeantime.com. Retrieved 2011-12-05.


	
^ "Our Time. How we got it. New Zealand's Method. A Lead to the World."[image: External link]. Papaerspast. Evening Post. p. 10. Retrieved 2 October 2013.


	
^ "Economics of Time Zones"[image: External link] (PDF). Archived[image: External link] May 14, 2012, at the Wayback Machine[image: External link]. (1.89 MB)


	
^ "Historymatters.gmu.edu"[image: External link]. Historymatters.gmu.edu. Retrieved 2011-12-05.


	
^ "Resolution concerning new standard time by Chicago"[image: External link]. Sos.state.il.us. Archived from the original[image: External link] on October 5, 2011. Retrieved 2011-12-05.


	
^ Quirico Filopanti[image: External link] from scienzagiovane, Bologna University, Italy. Archived[image: External link] January 17, 2013, at the Wayback Machine[image: External link].


	
^ Gianluigi Parmeggiani (Osservatorio Astronomico di Bologna), The origin of time zones[image: External link] Archived[image: External link] August 24, 2007, at the Wayback Machine[image: External link].


	
^ http://www.webexhibits.org/daylightsaving/d.html[image: External link]


	
^ "Turning back the clock - North Korea creates Pyongyang Standard Time"[image: External link]. Reuters. 6 August 2015.


	
^ Bowditch, Nathaniel. American Practical Navigator. Washington: Government Printing Office, 1925, 1939, 1975.


	
^ Hill, John C., Thomas F. Utegaard, Gerard Riordan. Dutton's Navigation and Piloting. Annapolis: United States Naval Institute, 1958.


	
^ Howse, Derek. Greenwich Time and the Discovery of the Longitude. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1980. ISBN 0-19-215948-8[image: External link].


	
^ Poulle, Yvonne (1999). "La France à l'heure allemande"[image: External link] (PDF). Bibliothèque de l'école des chartes. 157 (2): 493–502. doi[image: External link]: 10.3406/bec.1999.450989[image: External link]. Retrieved 11 January 2012.


	
^ "法定时与北京时间"[image: External link]. 人民教育出版社. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 14 November 2006.


	
^ Doug O'Hara (2007-03-11). "Alaska: daylight stealing time"[image: External link]. Far North Science. Retrieved 2007-05-11.


	
^ "International CNN"[image: External link]. Edition.cnn.com. Retrieved 2011-12-05.


	
^ "United States CNN"[image: External link]. Cnn.com. Retrieved 2011-12-05.


	
^ "Guidelines for Ubuntu IRC Meetings"[image: External link]. Canonical Ltd.[image: External link] 2008-08-06.


	
^ How time zone normalization works in Microsoft Outlook[image: External link]. Microsoft (2015).


	
^ Use Google Calendar in different time zones[image: External link]. Google Calendar Help (as of Oct. 2015)


	
^ GetSystemTime function (Windows)[image: External link]


	
^ "Timezone Updater Tool"[image: External link]. Java.sun.com. Retrieved 2011-12-05.


	
^ "Joda-Time"[image: External link]. Joda-time.sourceforge.net. Retrieved 2011-12-05.


	
^ "tz database"[image: External link]. Twinsun.com. 2007-12-26. Retrieved 2011-12-05.


	
^ "DateTime"[image: External link]. METACPAN. Retrieved 2014-04-14.


	
^ "DateTime"[image: External link]. Php.net. Retrieved 2011-12-05.


	
^ "pytz module"[image: External link]. Pytz.sourceforge.net. Retrieved 2011-12-05.


	
^ Chronos Date/Time Library[image: External link] Archived[image: External link] April 5, 2014, at the Wayback Machine[image: External link].


	
^ "Ask the Crew: STS-111"[image: External link].


	
^ Ed Lu. "Day in the Life"[image: External link].


	
^ Megan Gannon, 2008, New Tricks Could Help Mars Rover Team Live on Mars Time[image: External link], space.com







[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links





	LEGAL TIME 2015[image: External link]





Categories[image: External link]:

	Time zones[image: External link]














This page was last edited on 27 May 2017, at 17:41.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article Time Zone: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Time_zone [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=Time_zone [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 History

	2 Canada

	3 United States

	4 Mexico

	5 Caribbean Islands

	6 Central and South America

	7 See also

	8 References

	9 External links





Eastern Time Zone






The Eastern Time Zone (ET) is a time zone encompassing 17 U.S. states in the eastern part of the contiguous United States, parts of eastern Canada, the state of Quintana Roo[image: External link] in Mexico[image: External link], Panama in Central America, and the Caribbean Islands.

Places that use Eastern Standard Time (EST) when observing standard time[image: External link] (autumn/winter) are 5 hours behind Coordinated Universal Time[image: External link] (UTC−05:00).

Eastern Daylight Time (EDT), when observing daylight saving time DST (spring/summer) is 4 hours behind Coordinated Universal Time[image: External link] (UTC−04:00).

In the northern parts of the time zone, on the second Sunday in March, at 2:00 a.m. EST, clocks are advanced to 3:00 a.m. EDT leaving a one-hour "gap". On the first Sunday in November, at 2:00 a.m. EDT, clocks are moved back to 1:00 a.m. EST, thus "duplicating" one hour. Southern parts of the zone (Panama and the Caribbean) do not observe daylight saving time.



TOP
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 History




The Uniform Time Act[image: External link] of 1966 ruled that daylight saving time would run from the last Sunday of April until the last Sunday in October in the United States.[1] The act was amended to make the first Sunday in April the beginning of daylight saving time as of 1987.[1] The Energy Policy Act of 2005[image: External link] extended daylight saving time in the United States beginning in 2007. So local times change at 2:00 a.m. EST to 3:00 a.m. EDT on the second Sunday in March and return at 2:00 a.m. EDT to 1:00 a.m. EST on the first Sunday in November.[1] In Canada, the time changes as it does in the United States.[2][3]
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 Canada




Main article: Time in Canada[image: External link]


In Canada, the following provinces and territories[image: External link] are part of the Eastern Time Zone:


	
Ontario[image: External link], most of

	
Quebec[image: External link], most of

	
Nunavut[image: External link], most of
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 United States




Main article: Time in the United States


The boundary between time zones is set forth in the Code of Federal Regulations, with the boundary between the Eastern and Central Time Zones[image: External link] being specifically detailed at 49 CFR 71.[4]

The District of Columbia and seventeen states are located entirely within the Eastern Time zone:




	

	Connecticut

	Delaware

	Georgia

	Maine

	Maryland

	Massachusetts




	

	New Hampshire

	New Jersey

	New York[image: External link]

	North Carolina

	Ohio

	Pennsylvania




	

	Rhode Island

	South Carolina[image: External link]

	Vermont[image: External link]

	Virginia[image: External link]

	West Virginia










Six states are split between Eastern and Central time:


	
Alabama: The entire state is officially in the Central Time Zone. However, a handful of communities unofficially observe Eastern Time because they are part of the Columbus, Georgia[image: External link] metropolitan area – Phenix City[image: External link], Smiths Station[image: External link], Lanett[image: External link], and Valley[image: External link].[5]


	
Florida[image: External link]: All of Florida is in the Eastern Time zone except for the portion of the Florida Panhandle[image: External link] west of the Apalachicola River[image: External link]. As the Eastern– Central[image: External link] zone boundary approaches the Gulf of Mexico[image: External link], it follows the Bay[image: External link]/Gulf county[image: External link] line.

	
Indiana: All of Indiana observes Eastern Time except for six northwestern counties in the Chicago metropolitan area and six southern counties in the Evansville[image: External link] metropolitan area.

	Until 2006, the portions of Indiana within the Eastern Time Zone observed Eastern Standard Time year-round – except that five counties near Cincinnati[image: External link] and Louisville[image: External link] customarily observed Eastern Daylight Time despite legally being on Eastern Standard Time. See Time in Indiana[image: External link].





	
Kentucky: Roughly, the eastern half of the state, including all of metropolitan Louisville[image: External link], is in the Eastern Time Zone. The western half is in the Central Time Zone, including counties located to the east of the counties of Breckinridge[image: External link], Grayson[image: External link], Hart[image: External link], Green[image: External link], Adair[image: External link], Russell[image: External link], and Clinton[image: External link][2]—generally anything that is north of Middle Tennessee[image: External link].

	
Michigan[image: External link]: All of Michigan observes Eastern Time except for the four counties in the Upper Peninsula[image: External link] along the border with Wisconsin, which observe Central Time – Gogebic[image: External link], Iron[image: External link], Dickinson[image: External link], and Menominee[image: External link]. Historically the entire state observed Central Time. When daylight saving time was first introduced, the Lower Peninsula[image: External link] remained on DST after it formally ended, effectively re-aligning itself into the Eastern Time Zone. The Upper Peninsula continued to observe Central Time until 1972, when all but the four counties noted changed to Eastern Time. Ontonagon[image: External link] is the westernmost county in the Upper Peninsula to entirely observe Eastern Time, with longitudes extending as far west as 89.887°W -- less than 10 miles (16 km) from Central Time's central meridian of 90°W.

	
Tennessee: Most of the eastern third of Tennessee is legally on Eastern Time. The area is roughly, but not entirely, coextensive with the region[image: External link] formally known as "East Tennessee[image: External link]" with the exception of three East Tennessee counties, Bledsoe[image: External link], Cumberland[image: External link], and Marion[image: External link], which are on Central Time.



Eastern Time is also used somewhat as a de facto official time for all of the United States, since it includes the capital (Washington, D.C.) and the largest city (New York City[image: External link]). National media organizations will often report when events happened or are scheduled to happen in Eastern Time even if they occurred in another time zone, and TV schedules are also almost always posted in Eastern Time. In the United States, all nationally televised morning programs (except Good Morning America Weekend Edition[image: External link] which some ABC affiliates on the east coast air on a tape-delay[image: External link]), some daytime talk shows, evening newscasts, most talent and awards shows, and any other nationally televised event that airs live on American television during prime time and on the weekends (such as sports television[image: External link]) are broadcast live in the Eastern Time Zone. Major professional sports leagues[image: External link] also post all game times in Eastern time, even if both teams are from the same time zone, outside of Eastern Time. For example, a game time between two teams from Pacific Time Zone will still be posted in Eastern time (for example, one may see "Seattle at Los Angeles" with "10:00 p.m." posted as the start time for the game, often without even clarifying the time is posted in Eastern time).[citation needed[image: External link]]

Most cable television and national broadcast networks advertise airing times in Eastern time. National broadcast networks ( ABC[image: External link], CBS[image: External link], The CW[image: External link], FOX[image: External link], NBC[image: External link]) generally have two primary feeds, an eastern feed for Eastern and Central time zones, and a tape-delayed[image: External link] western feed for the Pacific Time Zone[image: External link]. The prime time is set on Eastern and Pacific at 8:00 p.m., with the Central time zone stations receiving the eastern feed at 7:00 p.m. local time. Mountain Time Zone[image: External link] stations receive a separate feed at 7:00 p.m. local time.[citation needed[image: External link]] As Arizona does not observe daylight saving time, during the summer months, it has its own feed at 7:00 p.m. local time.[citation needed[image: External link]] Cable channels with a separate western feed (such as HBO[image: External link], whose western feed is called "HBOW") generally air the same programming as the eastern feed delayed by three hours. Other cable networks such as the Discovery family of networks[image: External link] repeat their prime time programming three hours later; this allows for the same show to be advertised as airing at "8:00 p.m. E/P" (that is, "8:00 p.m. Eastern and Pacific time"). Networks specializing in the airing of sports events, such as ESPN[image: External link], advertise all of their programming in Eastern and Pacific, incorporating the 3-hour time difference (as in "8:00 p.m. Eastern/5:00 p.m. Pacific") and leaving viewers in the remaining time zones to calculate start time in their own areas.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Mexico




Main article: Time in Mexico[image: External link]



	
Quintana Roo[image: External link]: this eastern state followed CST for an almost-17-year period (1982 to some time in 1998).[6] After more than two years of lobbying[image: External link] by a coalition of local hotel owners with the backing of the state's government, the Federal government[image: External link] approved the change to Quintana Roo's time zone, moving it from Central Standard Time (CST) to Eastern Standard Time (EST).[7] The time change took effect on February 1, 2015.[7]
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 Caribbean Islands




The Bahamas officially observe both Eastern Standard Time during the winter months and Eastern Daylight Time during the summer months. Cuba is usually the same, with Eastern Standard Time in the winter, and Eastern Daylight Time in the summer, but it often changes on different days. Cayman Islands, Haiti, and Jamaica use Eastern Standard Time year-round. The Turks and Caicos Islands used to follow eastern time with daylight saving but switched in 2015 to the Atlantic Time Zone[image: External link].
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 Central and South America




Panama in Central America[image: External link] uses Eastern Standard Time UTC−05[image: External link] year-round. The state of Acre[image: External link] and the southwest part of the state of Amazonas[image: External link] all in Brazil as well as Colombia[image: External link], Ecuador[image: External link] (except for the Galápagos Islands[image: External link], which uses Central Standard Time), and Peru[image: External link] in South America[image: External link] also use EST (UTC−5) all year-round.
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 See also





	Effects of time zones on North American broadcasting[image: External link]

	The time zone used in Eastern Australia is also called Eastern Time Zone. See Time in Australia[image: External link].




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References






	
^ a b c Prerau, David (2006). "Early adoption and U.S. Law"[image: External link]. Daylight Saving Time. Web Exhibit. Retrieved 2007-04-23.


	
^ a b Law, Gwillim (2007-09-21). "United States Time Zones"[image: External link].


	
^ "Daylight Saving Time Starts Sunday"[image: External link]. Government of Ontario. 2008-03-07. Retrieved 2010-09-21.


	
^ The specification for the Eastern Time Zone is set forth at 49 CFR 71.4, and is listed in Text[image: External link] and pdf[image: External link] formats. The boundary between Eastern and Central is set forth at 49 CFR 71.5, and is listed in text[image: External link] and pdf[image: External link] formats.


	
^ McDearman, Brian (2006-08-13). "Parts of Eastern Alabama split between 2 time zones"[image: External link]. The Decatur Daily[image: External link]. Retrieved 2009-03-22.


	
^ "SIID División de Politica Social "Horario de Verano. Antecedentes y legislación comparada" "[image: External link] (in Spanish). Chamber of Deputies (Mexico)[image: External link]. Retrieved 2013-11-04.


	
^ a b "On Mexican Time: Changing Time Zones To Accommodate Tourism"[image: External link]. Forbes. Retrieved 29 January 2015.







[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links





	Official U.S. time in the Eastern time zone[image: External link]

	North American Time Zone border data and images[image: External link]

	World time zone map[image: External link]

	U.S. time zone map[image: External link]

	History of U.S. time zones and UTC conversion[image: External link]

	Canada time zone map[image: External link]

	Time zones for major world cities[image: External link]

	Official times across Canada[image: External link]

	Federal Regulations defining time zones[image: External link]





Categories[image: External link]:

	Time zones[image: External link]

	Time in Canada[image: External link]

	Time in Mexico[image: External link]

	Time zones in the United States[image: External link]
















This page was last edited on 3 June 2017, at 02:28.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article Eastern Time Zone: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastern_Time_Zone [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=Eastern_Time_Zone [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 Rationale

	2 History

	3 Procedure

	4 Politics

	5 Dispute over benefits and drawbacks

	6 Terminology

	7 Computing

	8 Permanent daylight saving time

	9 By country and region

	10 References

	11 Further reading

	12 External links





Daylight saving Time






This article is about the concept of daylight saving time. For local implementations, see Daylight saving time by country[image: External link].

"Daylight Saving" redirects here. For the play by Nick Enright, see Daylight Saving (play)[image: External link].

"Summer time" and "DST" redirect here. For other uses, see Summer time (disambiguation)[image: External link] and DST (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Daylight saving time (abbreviated DST), also sometimes erroneously referred to as daylight savings time, is the practice of advancing clocks[image: External link] during summer months so that evening daylight lasts longer, while sacrificing normal sunrise times. Typically, regions that use daylight saving time adjust clocks forward one hour close to the start of spring and adjust them backward in the autumn to standard time.[1]

American inventor and politician Benjamin Franklin[image: External link] proposed a form of daylight time in 1784. He wrote an essay "An Economical Project for Diminishing the Cost of Light" to the editor of The Journal of Paris[image: External link], suggesting, somewhat jokingly, that Parisians could economize candle[image: External link] usage by getting people out of bed earlier in the morning, making use of the natural morning light instead.[2] New Zealander[image: External link] George Hudson[image: External link] proposed the idea of daylight saving in 1895.[3] The German Empire[image: External link] and Austria-Hungary[image: External link] organized the first nationwide implementation, starting on April 30, 1916. Many countries have used it at various times[image: External link] since then, particularly since the energy crisis of the 1970s[image: External link].

The practice has both advocates and critics.[1] Some early proponents of DST aimed to reduce evening use of incandescent lighting[image: External link]—once a primary use of electricity[4]—today's heating and cooling usage patterns differ greatly, and research about how DST affects energy use is limited and contradictory.[5]

DST clock shifts sometimes complicate timekeeping and can disrupt travel, billing, record keeping, medical devices, heavy equipment,[6] and sleep patterns.[7] Computer software often adjusts clocks automatically, but policy changes by various jurisdictions of DST dates and timings may be confusing.[8]



TOP
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 Rationale




Industrialized societies[image: External link] generally follow a clock-based schedule for daily activities that do not change throughout the course of the year. The time of day that individuals begin and end work or school, and the coordination of mass transit[image: External link], for example, usually remain constant year-round. In contrast, an agrarian society[image: External link]'s daily routines for work and personal conduct are more likely governed by the length of daylight hours[9][10] and by solar time[image: External link], which change seasonally[image: External link] because of the Earth's axial tilt[image: External link]. North and south of the tropics daylight lasts longer in summer and shorter in winter, with the effect becoming greater as one moves away from the tropics.

By synchronously resetting all clocks in a region to one hour ahead of standard time[image: External link] (one hour "fast"), individuals who follow such a year-round schedule will wake an hour earlier than they would have otherwise; they will begin and complete daily work routines an hour earlier, and they will have available to them an extra hour of daylight after their workday activities.[11][12] However, they will have one fewer hour of daylight at the start of each day, making the policy less practical during winter.[13][14]

While the times of sunrise and sunset change at roughly equal rates as the seasons change, proponents of Daylight Saving Time argue that most people prefer a greater increase in daylight hours after the typical "nine to five"[image: External link] workday.[15][16] Supporters have also argued that DST decreases energy consumption by reducing the need for lighting and heating, but the actual effect on overall energy use is heavily disputed.

The manipulation of time at higher latitudes (for example Iceland[image: External link], Nunavut[image: External link] or Alaska) has little impact on daily life, because the length of day and night changes more extremely throughout the seasons (in comparison to other latitudes), and thus sunrise and sunset times are significantly out of phase with standard working hours regardless of manipulations of the clock.[17] DST is also of little use for locations near the equator, because these regions see only a small variation in daylight in the course of the year.[18] The effect also varies according to how far east or west the location is within its time zone, with locations farther east inside the time zone benefiting more from DST than locations farther west in the same time zone.[19]
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 History




Although they did not fix their schedules to the clock in the modern sense, ancient civilizations adjusted daily schedules to the sun more flexibly than DST does, often dividing daylight into twelve hours regardless of daytime, so that each daylight hour was longer during summer.[20] For example, Roman water clocks[image: External link] had different scales for different months of the year: at Rome's latitude the third hour from sunrise, hora tertia[image: External link], started by modern standards at 09:02 solar time[image: External link] and lasted 44 minutes at the winter solstice[image: External link], but at the summer solstice it started at 06:58 and lasted 75 minutes (see also Roman timekeeping[image: External link]).[21] After ancient times, equal-length civil hours eventually supplanted unequal, so civil time[image: External link] no longer varies by season. Unequal hours are still used in a few traditional settings, such as some monasteries of Mount Athos[image: External link][22] and all Jewish ceremonies[image: External link].[23]

During his time as an American envoy to France, Benjamin Franklin[image: External link], publisher of the old English proverb "Early to bed, and early to rise, makes a man healthy, wealthy and wise",[24][25] anonymously published a letter suggesting that Parisians economize on candles by rising earlier to use morning sunlight.[26] This 1784 satire[image: External link] proposed taxing window shutters[image: External link], rationing candles, and waking the public by ringing church bells and firing cannons at sunrise.[27] Despite common misconception, Franklin did not actually propose DST; 18th-century Europe did not even keep precise schedules. However, this soon changed as rail transport and communication networks came to require a standardization of time unknown in Franklin's day.[28]

Modern DST was first proposed by the New Zealand[image: External link] entomologist[image: External link] George Hudson[image: External link], whose shift work[image: External link] job gave him leisure time to collect insects and led him to value after-hours daylight.[3] In 1895 he presented a paper to the Wellington Philosophical Society[image: External link] proposing a two-hour daylight-saving shift,[11] and after considerable interest was expressed in Christchurch[image: External link], he followed up in an 1898 paper.[29] Many publications credit DST proposal to the prominent English builder and outdoorsman William Willett[image: External link],[30] who independently conceived DST in 1905 during a pre-breakfast ride, when he observed with dismay how many Londoners slept through a large part of a summer day.[16] An avid golfer, he also disliked cutting short his round at dusk.[31] His solution was to advance the clock during the summer months, a proposal he published two years later.[32] The proposal was taken up by the Liberal Member of Parliament[image: External link] (MP) Robert Pearce[image: External link], who introduced the first Daylight Saving Bill to the House of Commons[image: External link] on February 12, 1908.[33] A select committee[image: External link] was set up to examine the issue, but Pearce's bill did not become law, and several other bills failed in the following years. Willett lobbied for the proposal in the UK until his death in 1915.

William Sword Frost, mayor of Orillia[image: External link], Ontario, introduced daylight saving time in the municipality during his tenure from 1911 to 1912.[34]

Starting on April 30, 1916, the German Empire[image: External link] and its World War I[image: External link] ally Austria-Hungary[image: External link] were the first to use DST ( German[image: External link]: Sommerzeit[image: External link]) as a way to conserve coal during wartime. Britain, most of its allies, and many European neutrals soon followed suit. Russia and a few other countries waited until the next year, and the United States adopted it in 1918.

Broadly speaking, daylight saving time was abandoned in the years after the war (with some notable exceptions including Canada, the UK, France, and Ireland). However, it was brought back for periods of time in many different places during the following decades and commonly during World War II. It became widely adopted, particularly in North America and Europe, starting in the 1970s as a result of the 1970s energy crisis[image: External link].

Since then, the world has seen many enactments, adjustments, and repeals.[35] For specific details, an overview is available at Daylight saving time by country[image: External link].
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 Procedure




See also: Daylight saving time by country[image: External link]


In the case of the United States, where a one-hour shift occurs at 02:00 local time, in spring the clock jumps forward from the last instant of 01:59 standard time[image: External link] to 03:00 DST and that day has 23 hours, whereas in autumn the clock jumps backward from the last instant of 01:59 DST to 01:00 standard time, repeating that hour, and that day has 25 hours.[36] A digital display of local time does not read 02:00 exactly at the shift to summer time, but instead jumps from 01:59:59.9 forward to 03:00:00.0.

Clock shifts are usually scheduled near a weekend midnight to lessen disruption to weekday schedules. A one-hour shift is customary.[37] Twenty-minute and two-hour shifts have been used in the past.

Coordination strategies differ when adjacent time zones shift clocks. The European Union[image: External link] shifts all zones at the same instant, at 01:00 Greenwich Mean Time[image: External link][38] or 02:00 CET or 03:00 EET. The result of this procedure is that Eastern European Time[image: External link] is always one hour ahead of Central European Time[image: External link], at the cost of the shift happening at different local times.[39] In contrast most of North America shifts at 02:00 local time, so its zones do not shift at the same instant; for example, Mountain Time[image: External link] is temporarily (for one hour) zero hours ahead of Pacific Time, instead of one hour ahead, in the autumn and two hours, instead of one, ahead of Pacific Time[image: External link] in the spring. In the past, Australian[image: External link] districts went even further and did not always agree on start and end dates; for example, in 2008 most DST-observing areas shifted clocks forward on October 5 but Western Australia[image: External link] shifted on October 26.[40] In some cases only part of a country shifts; for example, in the U.S., Hawaii[image: External link] and most of Arizona do not observe DST.[41][42]

Start and end dates vary with location and year. Since 1996, European Summer Time[image: External link] has been observed from the last Sunday in March to the last Sunday in October; previously the rules were not uniform across the European Union.[39] Starting in 2007, most of the United States and Canada observe DST from the second Sunday in March to the first Sunday in November, almost two-thirds of the year.[43] The 2007 U.S. change was part of the Energy Policy Act of 2005[image: External link]; previously, from 1987 through 2006, the start and end dates were the first Sunday in April and the last Sunday in October, and Congress retains the right to go back to the previous dates now that an energy-consumption study has been done.[44] Proponents for permanently retaining November as the month for ending DST point to Halloween[image: External link] as a reason to delay the change—to provide extra daylight on October 31.

Beginning and ending dates are roughly the reverse in the southern hemisphere. For example, mainland Chile[image: External link] observed DST from the second Saturday in October to the second Saturday in March, with transitions at 24:00[image: External link] local time.[45] The time difference between the United Kingdom and mainland Chile could therefore be five hours during the northern summer, three hours during the southern summer and four hours a few weeks per year because of mismatch of changing dates.

DST is generally not observed near the equator, where sunrise times do not vary enough to justify it. Some countries observe it only in some regions; for example, southern Brazil observes it while equatorial Brazil does not.[46] Only a minority of the world's population uses DST because Asia and Africa generally do not observe it.
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 Politics




Daylight saving has caused controversy since it began.[1] Winston Churchill[image: External link] argued that it enlarges "the opportunities for the pursuit of health and happiness among the millions of people who live in this country"[47] and pundits have dubbed it "Daylight Slaving Time".[48] Historically, retailing, sports, and tourism interests have favored daylight saving, while agricultural and evening entertainment interests have opposed it, and its initial adoption had been prompted by energy crises[image: External link] and war.[49]

The fate of Willett's 1907 proposal illustrates several political issues involved. The proposal attracted many supporters, including Arthur Balfour[image: External link], Churchill, David Lloyd George[image: External link], Ramsay MacDonald[image: External link], Edward VII[image: External link] (who used half-hour DST at Sandringham or "Sandringham time[image: External link]"), the managing director of Harrods[image: External link], and the manager of the National Bank. However, the opposition was stronger: it included Prime Minister H. H. Asquith[image: External link], Christie[image: External link] (the Astronomer Royal[image: External link]), George Darwin[image: External link], Napier Shaw[image: External link] (director of the Meteorological Office[image: External link]), many agricultural organizations, and theatre owners. After many hearings the proposal was narrowly defeated in a parliamentary[image: External link] committee vote in 1909. Willett's allies introduced similar bills every year from 1911 through 1914, to no avail.[50] The U.S. was even more skeptical: Andrew Peters[image: External link] introduced a DST bill to the United States House of Representatives in May 1909, but it soon died in committee.[51]

After Germany led the way with starting DST ( German[image: External link]: Sommerzeit[image: External link]) during World War I[image: External link] on April 30, 1916 together with its allies to alleviate hardships from wartime coal shortages and air raid blackouts, the political equation changed in other countries; the United Kingdom used DST first on May 21, 1916.[52] U.S. retailing and manufacturing interests led by Pittsburgh[image: External link] industrialist Robert Garland soon began lobbying for DST, but were opposed by railroads. The U.S.'s 1917 entry to the war overcame objections, and DST was established in 1918.[53]

The war's end swung the pendulum back. Farmers continued to dislike DST, and many countries repealed it after the war. Britain was an exception: it retained DST nationwide but over the years adjusted transition dates for several reasons, including special rules during the 1920s and 1930s to avoid clock shifts on Easter mornings. Now under a European Community directive summer time begins annually on the last Sunday in March, which may be Easter Sunday (as in 2016).[39] The U.S. was more typical: Congress repealed DST after 1919. President Woodrow Wilson[image: External link], like Willett an avid golfer, vetoed the repeal twice but his second veto was overridden.[54] Only a few U.S. cities retained DST locally thereafter,[55] including New York[image: External link] so that its financial exchanges could maintain an hour of arbitrage trading with London, and Chicago[image: External link] and Cleveland[image: External link] to keep pace with New York.[56] Wilson's successor Warren G. Harding[image: External link] opposed DST as a "deception". Reasoning that people should instead get up and go to work earlier in the summer, he ordered District of Columbia federal employees to start work at 08:00 rather than 09:00 during summer 1922. Some businesses followed suit though many others did not; the experiment was not repeated.[12]

Since Germany's adoption in 1916, the world has seen many enactments, adjustments, and repeals of DST, with similar politics involved.[57]

The history of time in the United States[image: External link] includes DST during both world wars, but no standardization of peacetime DST until 1966.[58][59] In May 1965, for two weeks, St. Paul, Minnesota[image: External link] and Minneapolis, Minnesota[image: External link] were on different times, when the capital city decided to join most of the nation by starting Daylight Saving Time while Minneapolis opted to follow the later date set by state law.[60] In the mid-1980s, Clorox[image: External link] (parent of Kingsford Charcoal[image: External link]) and 7-Eleven[image: External link] provided the primary funding for the Daylight Saving Time Coalition behind the 1987 extension to U.S. DST, and both Idaho senators voted for it based on the premise that during DST fast-food restaurants sell more French fries, which are made from Idaho potatoes.[61]

In 1992, after a three-year trial of daylight saving in Queensland, Australia[image: External link], a referendum on daylight saving[image: External link] was held and defeated with a 54.5% 'no' vote – with regional and rural areas strongly opposed, while those in the metropolitan south-east were in favor.[62] In 2005, the Sporting Goods Manufacturers Association and the National Association of Convenience Stores[image: External link] successfully lobbied for the 2007 extension to U.S. DST.[63] In December 2008, the Daylight Saving for South East Queensland[image: External link] (DS4SEQ) political party[image: External link] was officially registered in Queensland, advocating the implementation of a dual-time zone arrangement for daylight saving in South East Queensland[image: External link] while the rest of the state maintains standard time[image: External link].[64] DS4SEQ contested the March 2009 Queensland state election[image: External link] with 32 candidates and received one percent of the statewide primary vote, equating to around 2.5% across the 32 electorates contested.[65] After a three-year trial, more than 55% of Western Australians[image: External link] voted against DST in 2009, with rural areas strongly opposed.[66] On April 14, 2010, after being approached by the DS4SEQ political party, Queensland Independent[image: External link] member Peter Wellington[image: External link], introduced the Daylight Saving for South East Queensland Referendum Bill 2010[image: External link] into the Queensland parliament[image: External link], calling for a referendum at the next state election on the introduction of daylight saving into South East Queensland[image: External link] under a dual-time zone arrangement.[67] The Bill was defeated in the Queensland parliament on June 15, 2011.[68]

In the UK the Royal Society for the Prevention of Accidents[image: External link] supports a proposal to observe SDST's additional hour year-round, but is opposed in some industries, such as postal workers and farmers, and particularly by those living in the northern regions of the UK.[10]

In some Muslim countries, DST is temporarily abandoned during Ramadan[image: External link] (the month when no food should be eaten between sunrise and sunset), since the DST would delay the evening dinner[image: External link]. Ramadan took place in July and August in 2012. This concerns at least Morocco,[69][70] although Iran keeps DST during Ramadan.[71] Most Muslim countries do not use DST, partially for this reason.

The 2011 declaration by Russia that it would stay in DST all year long was subsequently followed by a similar declaration from Belarus[image: External link].[72] Russia's plan generated widespread complaints due to the dark of wintertime morning, and thus was abandoned in 2014.[73] The country changed its clocks to Standard Time on October 26, 2014 and intends to stay there permanently.[74]
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 Dispute over benefits and drawbacks




Proponents of DST generally argue that it saves energy, promotes outdoor leisure activity in the evening (in summer), and is therefore good for physical and psychological health, reduces traffic accidents, reduces crime, or is good for business. Groups that tend to support DST are urban workers, retail businesses, outdoor sports enthusiasts and businesses, tourism operators, and others who benefit from increased light during the evening in summer.

Opponents argue that actual energy savings are inconclusive,[76] that DST increases health risks such as heart attack,[76] that DST can disrupt morning activities, and that the act of changing clocks twice a year is economically and socially disruptive and cancels out any benefit. Farmers have tended to oppose DST.[77][78]

Common agreement about the day's layout or schedule confers so many advantages that a standard DST schedule has generally been chosen over ad hoc efforts to get up earlier.[79] The advantages of coordination are so great that many people ignore whether DST is in effect by altering their nominal work schedules to coordinate with television broadcasts or daylight.[80] DST is commonly not observed during most of winter, because its mornings are darker; workers may have no sunlit leisure time, and children may need to leave for school in the dark.[13] Since DST is applied to many varying communities, its effects may be very different depending on their culture, light levels, geography, and climate; that is why it is hard to make generalized conclusions about the absolute effects of the practice. Some areas may adopt DST simply as a matter of coordination with others rather than for any direct benefits.
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The period of Daylight Saving Time before the longest day is shorter than the period after, in several countries including the United States and Europe. This unequal split is an energy saving measure. For example, in the U.S. the period of Daylight Saving Time is defined by the Energy Policy Act of 2005. The period for Daylight Saving Time was extended by changing the start date from the first Sunday of April to the second Sunday of March, and the end date from the last Sunday in October to the first Sunday in November.

DST's potential to save energy comes primarily from its effects on residential lighting, which consumes about 3.5% of electricity in the United States and Canada.[5] Delaying the nominal time of sunset and sunrise reduces the use of artificial light in the evening and increases it in the morning. As Franklin's 1784 satire pointed out, lighting costs are reduced if the evening reduction outweighs the morning increase, as in high-latitude summer when most people wake up well after sunrise. An early goal of DST was to reduce evening usage of incandescent lighting, once a primary use of electricity.[4] Although energy conservation remains an important goal,[81] energy usage patterns have greatly changed since then, and recent research is limited and reports contradictory results. Electricity use is greatly affected by geography, climate, and economics, making it hard to generalize from single studies.[5]


	The United States Department of Transportation[image: External link] (DOT) concluded in 1975 that DST might reduce the country's electricity usage by 1% during March and April,[5] but the National Bureau of Standards[image: External link] (NBS) reviewed the DOT study in 1976 and found no significant savings.[13]


	In 2000, when parts of Australia[image: External link] began DST in late winter, overall electricity consumption did not decrease, but the morning peak load and prices increased.[82]


	In Western Australia[image: External link] during summer 2006–2007, DST increased electricity consumption during hotter days and decreased it during cooler days, with consumption rising 0.6% overall.[83]


	Although a 2007 study estimated that introducing DST to Japan would reduce household lighting energy consumption,[84] a 2007 simulation estimated that DST would increase overall energy use in Osaka[image: External link] residences by 0.13%, with a 0.02% decrease due to less lighting more than outweighed by a 0.15% increase due to extra cooling; neither study examined non-residential energy use.[85] This is probably because DST's effect on lighting energy use is mainly noticeable in residences.[5]


	A 2007 study found that the earlier start to DST that year had little or no effect on electricity consumption in California.[86]


	A 2007 study estimated that winter daylight saving would prevent a 2% increase in average daily electricity consumption in Great Britain.[87] This paper was revised in October 2009.[88]


	A 2008 study examined billing data in Indiana before and after it adopted DST in 2006[image: External link], and concluded that DST increased overall residential electricity consumption by 1% to 4%, due mostly to extra afternoon cooling and extra morning heating; the main increases came in the fall. A study estimated the overall annual cost of DST to Indiana households $9 million, with an additional $1.7–5.5 million for social costs due to increased pollution.[89]


	The United States Department of Energy[image: External link] (DOE) concluded in a 2008 report that the 2007 United States extension of DST saved 0.5% of electricity usage during the extended period.[90] This report analyzed only the extension, not the full eight months of DST, and did not examine the use of heating fuels.[91]




Several studies have suggested that DST increases motor fuel consumption.[5] The 2008 DOE report found no significant increase in motor gasoline consumption due to the 2007 United States extension of DST.[90]
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 Economic effects




Retailers, sporting goods makers, and other businesses benefit from extra afternoon sunlight, as it induces customers to shop and to participate in outdoor afternoon sports.[92] In 1984, Fortune magazine estimated that a seven-week extension of DST would yield an additional $30 million for 7-Eleven[image: External link] stores, and the National Golf Foundation[image: External link] estimated the extension would increase golf industry revenues $200 million to $300 million.[93] A 1999 study estimated that DST increases the revenue of the European Union[image: External link]'s leisure sector by about 3%.[5]

Conversely, DST can adversely affect farmers,[76] parents of young children,[76] and others whose hours are set by the sun and they have traditionally opposed the practice,[94] although some farmers are neutral.[95] One reason why farmers oppose DST is that grain is best harvested after dew evaporates, so when field hands arrive and leave earlier in summer their labor is less valuable.[9] Dairy farmers are another group who complain of the change. Their cows are sensitive to the timing of milking, so delivering milk earlier disrupts their systems.[78][96] Today some farmers' groups are in favor of DST.[97]

DST also hurts prime-time television broadcast ratings,[98][76] drive-ins[image: External link] and other theaters.[99]

Changing clocks and DST rules has a direct economic cost, entailing extra work to support remote meetings, computer applications and the like. For example, a 2007 North American rule change cost an estimated $500 million to $1 billion,[100] and Utah State University[image: External link] economist William F. Shughart II has estimated the lost opportunity cost at around $1.7 billion USD.[76] Although it has been argued that clock shifts correlate with decreased economic efficiency[image: External link], and that in 2000 the daylight-saving effect implied an estimated one-day loss of $31 billion on U.S. stock exchanges,[101] the estimated numbers depend on the methodology.[102] The results have been disputed,[103] and the original authors have refuted the points raised by disputers.[104]
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 Public safety




In 1975 the U.S. DOT conservatively identified a 0.7% reduction in traffic fatalities during DST, and estimated the real reduction at 1.5% to 2%,[105] but the 1976 NBS review of the DOT study found no differences in traffic fatalities.[13] In 1995 the Insurance Institute for Highway Safety[image: External link] estimated a reduction of 1.2%, including a 5% reduction in crashes fatal to pedestrians.[106] Others have found similar reductions.[107] Single/Double Summer Time (SDST), a variant where clocks are one hour ahead of the sun in winter and two in summer, has been projected to reduce traffic fatalities by 3% to 4% in the UK, compared to ordinary DST.[108] However, accidents do increase by as much as 11% during the two weeks that follow the end of British Summer Time.[109] It is not clear whether sleep disruption contributes to fatal accidents immediately after the spring clock shifts.[110] A correlation between clock shifts and traffic accidents has been observed in North America and the UK but not in Finland or Sweden. If this effect exists, it is far smaller than the overall reduction in traffic fatalities.[111] A 2009 U.S. study found that on Mondays after the switch to DST, workers sleep an average of 40 minutes less, and are injured at work more often and more severely.[112]

In the 1970s the U.S. Law Enforcement Assistance Administration[image: External link] (LEAA) found a reduction of 10% to 13% in Washington, D.C.'s violent crime rate during DST. However, the LEAA did not filter out other factors, and it examined only two cities and found crime reductions only in one and only in some crime categories; the DOT decided it was "impossible to conclude with any confidence that comparable benefits would be found nationwide".[113] Outdoor lighting has a marginal and sometimes even contradictory influence on crime and fear of crime.[114]

In several countries, fire safety officials encourage citizens to use the two annual clock shifts as reminders to replace batteries in smoke[image: External link] and carbon monoxide detectors[image: External link], particularly in autumn, just before the heating and candle season causes an increase in home fires. Similar twice-yearly tasks include reviewing and practicing fire escape and family disaster plans, inspecting vehicle lights, checking storage areas for hazardous materials, reprogramming thermostats, and seasonal vaccinations.[115] Locations without DST can instead use the first days of spring and autumn as reminders.[116]
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 Health




DST has mixed effects on health. In societies with fixed work schedules it provides more afternoon sunlight for outdoor exercise.[118] It alters sunlight exposure; whether this is beneficial depends on one's location and daily schedule, as sunlight triggers vitamin D[image: External link] synthesis in the skin, but overexposure can lead to skin cancer.[119] DST may help in depression[image: External link] by causing individuals to rise earlier,[120] but some argue the reverse.[121] The Retinitis Pigmentosa[image: External link] Foundation Fighting Blindness, chaired by blind sports magnate Gordon Gund[image: External link], successfully lobbied in 1985 and 2005 for U.S. DST extensions.[61][63] DST shifts are associated with higher rates of ischemic stroke[image: External link] in the first two days after the shift, though not in the week thereafter.[122]

Clock shifts were found to increase the risk of heart attack by 10 percent,[76] and to disrupt sleep and reduce its efficiency.[7] Effects on seasonal adaptation of the circadian rhythm[image: External link] can be severe and last for weeks.[123] A 2008 study found that although male suicide rates rise in the weeks after the spring transition, the relationship weakened greatly after adjusting for season.[124] A 2008 Swedish study found that heart attacks were significantly more common the first three weekdays after the spring transition, and significantly less common the first weekday after the autumn transition.[125] A 2013 review found little evidence that people slept more on the night after the fall DST shift, even though it is often described as allowing people to sleep for an hour longer than normal. The same review stated that the lost hour of sleep resulting from the spring shift appears to result in sleep loss for at least a week afterward.[126] In 2015, two psychologists recommended that DST be abolished, citing its disruptive effects on sleep as one reason for this recommendation.[127]

The government of Kazakhstan[image: External link] cited health complications due to clock shifts as a reason for abolishing DST in 2005.[128] In March 2011, Dmitri Medvedev[image: External link], president of Russia, claimed that "stress of changing clocks" was the motivation for Russia to stay in DST all year long. Officials at the time talked about an annual increase in suicides.[129]

An unexpected adverse effect of daylight saving time may lie in the fact that an extra part of morning rush hour traffic occurs before dawn and traffic emissions then cause higher air pollution than during daylight hours.[130]

In 2017, researchers at the University of Washington[image: External link] and the University of Virginia[image: External link] reported that judges who experienced sleep deprivation as a result of DST tended to issue longer sentences.[131]
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 Complexity




DST's clock shifts have the obvious disadvantage of complexity. People must remember to change their clocks; this can be time-consuming, particularly for mechanical clocks that cannot be moved backward safely.[132] People who work across time zone boundaries need to keep track of multiple DST rules, as not all locations observe DST or observe it the same way. The length of the calendar day becomes variable; it is no longer always 24 hours. Disruption to meetings, travel, broadcasts, billing systems, and records management is common, and can be expensive.[133] During an autumn transition from 02:00 to 01:00, a clock reads times from 01:00:00 through 01:59:59 twice, possibly leading to confusion.[134]

Damage to a German steel facility occurred during a DST transition in 1993, when a computer timing system linked to a radio time synchronization signal allowed molten steel to cool for one hour less than the required duration, resulting in spattering of molten steel when it was poured.[6] Medical devices may generate adverse events that could harm patients, without being obvious to clinicians responsible for care.[135] These problems are compounded when the DST rules themselves change; software developers must test and perhaps modify many programs, and users must install updates and restart applications. Consumers must update devices such as programmable thermostats with the correct DST rules, or manually adjust the devices' clocks.[8] A common strategy to resolve these problems in computer systems is to express time using the Coordinated Universal Time[image: External link] (UTC) rather than the local time zone. For example, Unix[image: External link]-based computer systems use the UTC-based Unix time[image: External link] internally.

Some clock-shift problems could be avoided by adjusting clocks continuously[136] or at least more gradually[137]—for example, Willett at first suggested weekly 20-minute transitions—but this would add complexity and has never been implemented.

DST inherits and can magnify the disadvantages of standard time[image: External link]. For example, when reading a sundial[image: External link], one must compensate for it along with time zone and natural discrepancies.[138] Also, sun-exposure guidelines such as avoiding the sun within two hours of noon become less accurate when DST is in effect.[139]
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 Terminology




As explained by Richard Meade in the English Journal of the (American) National Council of Teachers of English, the form daylight savings time (with an "s") was already in 1978 much more common than the older form daylight saving time in American English ("the change has been virtually accomplished"). Nevertheless, even dictionaries such as Merriam-Webster's, American Heritage, and Oxford, which describe actual usage instead of prescribing outdated usage (and therefore also list the newer form), still list the older form first. This is because the older form is still very common in print and preferred by many editors. ("Although daylight saving time is considered correct, daylight savings time (with an "s") is commonly used.")[140] The first two words are sometimes hyphenated (daylight-saving[s] time). Merriam-Webster's also lists the forms daylight saving (without "time"), daylight savings (without "time"), and daylight time.[141]

In Britain, Willett's 1907 proposal[32] used the term daylight saving, but by 1911 the term summer time replaced daylight saving time in draft legislation.[75] Continental Europe uses similar phrases, the following examples could all be translated to "summer time": Sommerzeit in Germany, zomertijd in Dutch-speaking regions, kesäaika in Finland, horario de verano or hora de verano in Spain and heure d'été[image: External link] in France,[52] hora de verão in Portugal. In Italy the term is ora legale, that is, legal time (legally enforced time) as opposed to "ora solare", solar time, in winter.[clarification needed[image: External link]]

The name of local time typically changes when DST is observed. American English replaces standard with daylight: for example, Pacific Standard Time[image: External link] (PST) becomes Pacific Daylight Time (PDT). In the United Kingdom, the standard term for UK time when advanced by one hour is British Summer Time[image: External link] (BST), and British English typically inserts summer into other time zone names, e.g. Central European Time[image: External link] (CET) becomes Central European Summer Time[image: External link] (CEST).

The North American English mnemonic "spring forward, fall back" (also "spring ahead ...", "spring up ...", and "... fall behind") helps people remember which direction to shift clocks.[1]
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 Computing




Changes to DST rules cause problems in existing computer installations. For example, the 2007 change to DST rules[image: External link] in North America required that many computer systems be upgraded, with the greatest impact on e-mail and calendar programs. The upgrades required a significant effort by corporate information technologists[image: External link].[142]

Some applications standardize on UTC to avoid problems with clock shifts and time zone differences.[143] Likewise, most modern operating systems internally handle and store all times as UTC and only convert to local time for display.[144][145]

However, even if UTC is used internally, the systems still require information on time zones to correctly calculate local time where it is needed. Many systems in use today base their date/time calculations from data derived from the IANA time zone database[image: External link] also known as zoneinfo.
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 IANA time zone database




The IANA time zone database[image: External link] maps a name to the named location's historical and predicted clock shifts. This database is used by many computer software systems, including most Unix-like[image: External link] operating systems, Java[image: External link], and the Oracle RDBMS[image: External link];[146] HP[image: External link]'s "tztab" database is similar but incompatible.[147] When temporal authorities change DST rules, zoneinfo updates are installed as part of ordinary system maintenance. In Unix-like systems the TZ environment variable[image: External link] specifies the location name[image: External link], as in TZ=':America/New_York'. In many of those systems there is also a system-wide setting that is applied if the TZ environment variable is not set: this setting is controlled by the contents of the /etc/localtime file, which is usually a symbolic link[image: External link] or hard link[image: External link] to one of the zoneinfo files. Internal time is stored in timezone-independent epoch time[image: External link]; the TZ is used by each of potentially many simultaneous users and processes to independently localize time display.

Older or stripped-down systems may support only the TZ values required by POSIX[image: External link], which specify at most one start and end rule explicitly in the value. For example, TZ='EST5EDT,M3.2.0/02:00,M11.1.0/02:00' specifies time for the eastern United States starting in 2007. Such a TZ value must be changed whenever DST rules change, and the new value applies to all years, mishandling some older timestamps.[148]
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As with zoneinfo, a user of Microsoft Windows[image: External link] configures DST by specifying the name of a location, and the operating system then consults a table of rule sets that must be updated when DST rules change. Procedures for specifying the name and updating the table vary with release. Updates are not issued for older versions of Microsoft Windows.[149] Windows Vista[image: External link] supports at most two start and end rules per time zone setting. In a Canadian location observing DST, a single Vista setting supports both 1987–2006 and post-2006 time stamps, but mishandles some older time stamps. Older Microsoft Windows systems usually store only a single start and end rule for each zone, so that the same Canadian setting reliably supports only post-2006 time stamps.[150]

These limitations have caused problems. For example, before 2005, DST in Israel[image: External link] varied each year and was skipped some years. Windows 95[image: External link] used rules correct for 1995 only, causing problems in later years. In Windows 98[image: External link], Microsoft marked Israel as not having DST, forcing Israeli users to shift their computer clocks manually twice a year. The 2005 Israeli Daylight Saving Law[image: External link] established predictable rules using the Jewish calendar but Windows zone files could not represent the rules' dates in a year-independent way. Partial workarounds, which mishandled older time stamps, included manually switching zone files every year[151] and a Microsoft tool that switches zones automatically.[152] In 2013, Israel standardized its daylight saving time according to the Gregorian calendar[image: External link].[153]

Microsoft Windows keeps the system real-time clock[image: External link] in local time. This causes several problems, including compatibility when multi booting[image: External link] with operating systems that set the clock to UTC, and double-adjusting the clock when multi booting different Windows versions, such as with a rescue boot disk. This approach is a problem even in Windows-only systems: there is no support for per-user timezone settings, only a single system-wide setting. In 2008 Microsoft hinted that future versions of Windows will partially support a Windows registry[image: External link] entry RealTimeIsUniversal that had been introduced many years earlier, when Windows NT[image: External link] supported RISC[image: External link] machines with UTC clocks, but had not been maintained.[154] Since then at least two fixes related to this feature have been published by Microsoft.[155][156]

The NTFS[image: External link] file system used by recent versions of Windows stores the file with a UTC time stamp, but displays it corrected to local—or seasonal—time. However, the FAT[image: External link] filesystem commonly used on removable devices stores only the local time. Consequently, when a file is copied from the hard disk onto separate media, its time will be set to the current local time. If the time adjustment is changed, the timestamps of the original file and the copy will be different. The same effect can be observed when compressing and uncompressing files with some file archivers[image: External link]. It is the NTFS file that changes seen time. This effect should be kept in mind when trying to determine if a file is a duplicate of another, although there are other methods of comparing files for equality (such as using a checksum algorithm[image: External link]).
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 Permanent daylight saving time




A move to "permanent daylight saving time" (staying on summer hours all year with no time shifts) is sometimes advocated, and has in fact been implemented in some jurisdictions such as Argentina, Chile,[157] Iceland, Singapore, Uzbekistan, Belarus[78] and Turkey. Advocates cite the same advantages as normal DST without the problems associated with the twice yearly time shifts. However, many remain unconvinced of the benefits, citing the same problems and the relatively late sunrises, particularly in winter, that year-round DST entails.[14] Russia switched to permanent DST from 2011 to 2014, but the move proved unpopular because of the late sunrises in winter, so the country switched permanently back to "standard" or "winter" time in 2014.[158] The United Kingdom also experimented with year-round summer time between 1968 and 1971, and put clocks forward by an hour during World War II.[159]
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Telephone numbering Plan






A telephone numbering plan is a type of numbering scheme[image: External link] used in telecommunication[image: External link] to assign telephone numbers[image: External link] to subscriber telephones or other telephony endpoints.[1] Telephone numbers are the addresses of participants in a telephone network, reachable by a system of destination code routing. Telephone numbering plans are defined in each of administrative regions of the public switched telephone network[image: External link] (PSTN) and they are also present in private telephone networks.

Numbering plans may follow a variety of design strategies which have often arisen from the historical evolution of individual telephone networks and local requirements. A broad division is commonly recognized, distinguishing open numbering plans and closed numbering plans. A closed numbering plan imposes a fixed number of digits assigned to every telephone, while an open numbering plan features a variable length of telephone numbers assigned to stations.[2] An open plan permits the expansion of the total numbering capacity of the plan by addition of more digits to a subset of numbers. Many numbering plans subdivide their territory of service into geographic regions designated by a special prefix, often called area code, which is a set of digits forming the most-significant part of the dialing sequence to reach a telephone subscriber. For example, the North American Numbering Plan[image: External link], which is a closed numbering plan,[2][3] prescribes ten digits for each complete destination routing code, including a three-digit area code. Other countries with open numbering plans use variable-length numbers; in some, such as Finland[image: External link], subscriber numbers may vary in length even within an exchange.

The International Telecommunication Union[image: External link] (ITU) has established a comprehensive numbering plan, designated E.164[image: External link], for uniform interoperability of the networks of its member state or regional administrations. It is an open numbering plan, however, imposing a maximum length of 15 digits to telephone numbers. The standard defines a country calling code[image: External link] (country code) for each state or region which is prefixed to each national numbering plan telephone number for international destination routing.

Private numbering plans exist in telephone networks that are privately operated in an enterprise or organizational campus. Such systems may be supported by a private branch exchange[image: External link] (PBX) which controls internal communications between telephone extensions.

In contrast to numbering plans, which determine telephone numbers assigned to subscriber stations, dialing plans[image: External link] establish the customer dialing procedures, i.e. the sequence of digits required to reach a destination. Even in closed numbering plans, it is not always necessary to dial all digits of a number. For example, an area code may often be omitted when the destination is in the same area as the calling station.
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 North American Numbering Plan




Main article: North American Numbering Plan[image: External link]


In early telephone systems, connections were made in the central office by switchboard operators[image: External link] using patch cords[image: External link] to connect one party to another. A telephone call was initiated by operating a magneto hand generator, usually integral to the customer telephone, to alert the central office operator by the ringing of a switchboard bell or the activation of a drop. In response, the operator inserted a patch cord into the corresponding line jack and assisted the customer by voice. The other end of the patch cord connected the caller to the destination telephone line. If the destination party belonged to another exchange, the operator established a connection to that exchange where another operator completed the call setup. As technology advanced, automatic electro-mechanical switches were introduced and telephones were equipped initially with rotary dials[image: External link] for pulse-dialing and then Touch-Tone key pads in the 1960s, which increased the speed of dialing and enabled other vertical telephone features.

In the United States and Canada, area codes were first allocated in 1947. Some large cities used them soon after as operator routing codes for connecting long-distance telephone calls between toll switching centers.[4] The first customer-dialed long-distance calls were possible in Englewood, NJ in 1951. By ca. 1966, the system was implemented fully in both countries.[5]

The Bell System organized the numbering plan to minimize the cost of providing automatic dialing to large population centers, as calls crossing numbering plan area boundaries were required to be switched by special toll switching systems. Thus, it was avoided to cut heavily used toll routes by area boundaries. Tributary routes were placed into the same area as the major toll center.[6] States that foreseeably required more than ca. 500 central offices, a technical limitation of the number plan, were split into multiple areas, receiving a code with the middle digit being 1, while area codes that covered an entire state, had the digit 0 in the middle. In contrast to the area code, the second digit of the three-digit exchange code was never 0 or 1, thus affording a simple rule for recognition of whether a user was dialing a full ten-digit telephone number or merely dialing within the local area code using seven-digit dialing[image: External link]. Toll operators were able to differentiate between the two types of areas from the middle digit of the area code when a routing operator had to be consulted.[7]

By the 1990s, the electromechanical central office switches were replaced with electronic switching system[image: External link] (ESS) equipment and the previous area code logic was no longer necessary. The demand for telephone numbers was increasing rapidly, and the remaining n0n and n1n combinations were insufficient to sustain growth. This area code scheme was abandoned, with the result that area codes and central office codes could not necessarily be automatically distinguished by the switching equipment. The solution was to require the dialing of a preceding 1 for calls across area codes, in which case the equipment expected 10 more digits. If the first digit dialed was not a "1", only 7 digits were expected and the area code was inferred from the originating subscriber's area code. For a short while, in some area codes, one could enter the full 11 digits for a call within their own neighborhood or just enter the last 7 digits, and the call would be routed and billed identically.

The rising popularity of fax machines and pagers required far more telephone numbers than were anticipated in the design of the numbering system. As a remedy, the restrictions on the format of area codes were eased. Since 1995, over 380 new area codes were added to the North American Numbering Plan. Some areas used area code splits, by which an existing numbering plan area (NPA) was split into multiple divisions each assigned a new area code. Thus, many businesses were required to reprint business stationery, catalogs, and directories. Area code splits were often contested as to which area could keep the existing code, which usually fell to the largest city. For example, 305 was split in 1995, and had served both the Miami and Fort Lauderdale area. Dade County (Miami-Dade) kept 305 and Broward County (Fort Lauderdale area) had to change to 954. Another method was using area code overlays, which avoided renumbering existing stations. An overlay is a new area code that covers the same geographical area as an existing code. Over 75 overlays have been introduced since 1995.[8]

Area code overlays invariably require ten-digit dialing[image: External link] of telephone numbers in the numbering plan area. Internet telephony[image: External link] services are not tied to physical locations and area codes often no longer correspond to the physical location of the provider, nor the subscriber.[9]
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 Number structure




Most national telephone administrations issue telephone numbers that conform to the E.164[image: External link] numbering plan. E.164 conformant telephone numbers consist of a country calling code[image: External link] and a national telephone number. National telephone numbers are defined by national or regional numbering plans, such as the European Telephony Numbering Space[image: External link], the North American Numbering Plan[image: External link] (NANP), or the UK number plan[image: External link].

Numbering plans also decide on the routing of Signaling System 7[image: External link] (SS7) signaling messages as part of the Global Title[image: External link]. In public land mobile networks[image: External link], the E.212[image: External link] numbering plan is used for subscriber identities, e.g., stored in the GSM[image: External link] SIM[image: External link], while E.214[image: External link] is used for routing database queries across PSTN[image: External link] networks.

In general, the structure of telephone numbers issued within a national telephone numbering plan follows both the international formats and the national standards. Within the international system administered by the ITU, each national plan has a unique country code.

Within the national numbering plan, a complete destination telephone number is composed of an area code and a subscriber telephone number.

The subscriber number8838165372 is the number assigned to a line connected to customer equipment. It must always be dialed in its entirety.[citation needed[image: External link]] The first few digits of the subscriber number typically indicate smaller geographical areas or individual telephone exchanges[image: External link]. In mobile networks they may indicate the network provider. Callers in a given area or country usually do not need to include the particular area prefixes when dialing within the same area. Devices that dial telephone numbers automatically may include the full number with area and access codes.
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 Country code




Country codes[image: External link] are necessary only when dialing telephone numbers in other countries than the originating telephone. These are dialed before the national telephone number. By convention, international telephone numbers are indicated by prefixing the country code with a plus sign (+), which is meant to indicate that the subscriber must dial the international dialing prefix[image: External link] in the country from which the call is placed. For example, the international dialing prefix or access code in all NANP countries is 011, while it is 00 in most European countries. On GSM[image: External link] networks, + is an actual keypad code that may be recognized automatically by the network carrier in place of the international access code.Anna Bohonos is a scammer from Ukraine 🇺🇦 , Henry korotoe, pasatskaya ekaterina, Natalia kozyrkova
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 Area code




Many telephone numbering plans are structured based on divisions into geographic areas of the service territory. Each area identified in the plan is assigned a numeric routing code. This concept was first developed for Operator Toll Dialing[image: External link] of the Bell System in the early 1940s, which preceded the North American Numbering Plan[image: External link] (NANP) of 1947.[10] The system divided the North American service territories into numbering plan areas[image: External link] (NPAs), and called the numerical prefix the numbering plan area code, which became known in a short-form as area code. The area code is prefixed to each telephone number assigned.

National telecommunication authorities use various formats and dialing rules for area codes. In the initial design of the NANP, the three-digit format was NBX, where N could be any digit from 2 through 9, B either 0 or 1, and X any digit, although no area code ended in 0 until the code 800 was introduced for toll-free service. The pattern of assignment to geographical areas avoided nearby areas having similar area codes, to avoid confusion and misdialed numbers. In 1995, during the expansion of area codes[image: External link] the center-digit rule was relaxed, defining it as any digit except 9. 9 as the middle digit of an NPA is reserved in case the three-digit area code pool is exhausted and has to be augmented to four digits.

Other countries use a variety of either fixed-length or variable length area codes. Area codes consist of two digits in Brazil[image: External link], one digit in Australia and New Zealand[image: External link], while variable-length formats exist in Germany[image: External link] (2 to 5 digits), Argentina[image: External link], United Kingdom[image: External link], Japan[image: External link] (1 to 5), Austria[image: External link] (1 to 4), Syria[image: External link] (1 or 2) and Peru[image: External link] (1 or 2).

Some countries, such as Uruguay[image: External link], have merged variable-length area codes and telephone numbers into fixed-length numbers that must always be dialed independently of location. In such closed dialing plans, also having a closed numbering plan, the area code is formally not distinguished in the telephone number. In the UK, area codes were first known as subscriber trunk dialling[image: External link] (STD) codes. Depending on local dialing plans, they are often necessary only when dialed from outside the code area or from mobile phones. In North America ten-digit dialing is required in areas with overlay plans[image: External link].

The strict correlation of a telephone to a geographical area has been broken by technical advances, especially VoIP[image: External link] service.[11]

The area code is usually preceded in the dialing sequence by either the national access code[image: External link] ("0" for many countries, "1" in USA and Canada) or the international access code and country code. However, this is not always the case, especially when 10-digit dialing is used. For example, in Montreal[image: External link], where area codes 514, 438, 450 and 579 are in use, users dial 10-digit numbers (e.g., 514 555 1234), dialing a 1 before this results in a recording advising not to dial a 1 as it is a local call. For non-geographic numbers, as well as mobile telephones outside of the North American Numbering Plan area, the area code does not correlate to a particular geographic area. However, until the 1990s, some areas in the United States and Canada required the use of a 1 before dialing a 7-digit number within the same area code if the call was beyond the local toll-free area, indicating that the caller wished to make what was referred to as a toll call.

Area codes are often quoted by including the national access code. For example, a number in London[image: External link] should be listed as 020 7946 0321. Users must correctly interpret the 020 as the code for London. If they call from another station within London, they may merely dial 7946 0321, or if dialing from another country, the initial 0 should be omitted after the country code: +44 20 7946 0321.
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 Call pricing based on area codes




In countries other than the United States and Canada, the area codes generally determine the cost of a call, and calls within an area code and often a small group of adjacent or overlapping[image: External link] area codes are normally charged at a lower rate than outside the area code. This is not necessarily the case in the United States or Canada, where area codes cover a sufficiently large territory that different rates will apply within the same area code and toll rates may be determined by the distance between rate centers. The area code and central office prefix (NPA-NXX) define the rate center, which is assigned geographic coordinates V&H. Each rate center has a local calling plan that determines which other rate centers are a local call, regardless of distance, and other tolls are based on the tariff distance between the two rate centers, using this formula:

Therefore, calls between nearby rate centers in different area codes may be cheaper than calls to more distant rate centers in the same area code. Rates are set in zones of 0-6 mi, 6-12 mi, and so on, with these bands determined on a state-by-state basis for intrastate calls (calls within the same state) and determined by federal regulation for interstate calls (calls which cross a state line). As a specific example, callers in the Falls Church, Virginia, rate center, which is officially named "Washington Zone 17, VA"—example numbers begin with 703-534, V=5636, H=1600, may make unmetered local calls to 31 other nearby rate centers in Virginia, Maryland, and the District of Columbia in area codes 703, 571, 202, 301, and 240, while calls to distant locations in 703, such as Manassas and Haymarket, VA, are charged as long distance.

Calls within a state [regulated by that state's public utilities commission] are often higher than rates to call more distant locations in some other state [regulated by the Federal Communications Commission[image: External link]]. The partial deregulation and introduction of competition for long-distance phone services has established other methods of determining call pricing that do not necessarily follow the traditional model. Each year, more customers switch to a fixed rate, "all-you-can-dial" plan covering the state, the United States, or all North America generally (as of May 2008 and exclusive of taxes) for approximately $30 per month. Competition with cable telephony[image: External link] and Voice over Internet Protocol[image: External link] services has helped drive the cost of service down for residential and business customers.

Special area codes are generally used for free[image: External link], premium-rate[image: External link], mobile phone[image: External link] systems (in countries where the mobile phone system is "caller pays") and other special-rate numbers. There are, however, some exceptions: in some countries, such as Egypt[image: External link], calls are charged at the same rate regardless of area and in others, such as the UK[image: External link], an area code is occasionally treated as two areas with different rates.

Landline telephony operators in United States maintain a separate pricing structure for IntraLATA[image: External link] phone calls, also known as "local long distance". The tariff rate for these calls to nearby areas may greatly exceed the rates for long distance domestic calls that are on the other side of the continent.[12]
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 Subscriber dialing procedures




A dial plan[image: External link] establishes the expected sequence of digits dialed on subscriber premises equipment, such as telephones, in private branch exchange (PBX) systems, or in other telephone switches to effect access to the telephone networks for the routing of telephone calls, or to effect or activate specific service features by the local telephone company, such as 311 or 411 service.

A variety of dial plans may exist within a numbering plan and these often depend on the network architecture of the local telephone operating company.

Within the North American Numbering Plan, the administration defines standard and permissive dialing plans, specifying the number of mandatory digits to be dialed for local calls within the area code, as well as alternate, optional sequences, such as adding the trunk code 1 before the telephone number.
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 Variable-length dialing




Despite a closed numbering plan, different dialing procedures exist in many of the territories for local and long distance telephone calls. This means that to call another number within the same city or area, callers need to dial only a subset of the full telephone number. For example, in the NANP, only the 7-digit number may need to be dialed, but for calls outside the area, the full number including the area code is required. In these situations, the ITU-T[image: External link] Recommendation E.123[image: External link] suggests to list the area code in parentheses, signifying that in some cases the area code is optional or is not required. Typically the area code is prefixed by a domestic trunk access code (usually 0) when dialing from inside a country, but is not necessary when calling from other countries, but there are exceptions, such as for Italian land lines[image: External link].

To call a number in Sydney, Australia, for example:


	xxxx xxxx (within Sydney[image: External link] and other locations within New South Wales[image: External link] and the Australian Capital Territory - no area code required)

	(02) xxxx xxxx (outside New South Wales[image: External link] and the Australian Capital Territory, but still within Australia - the area code is required)

	+61 2 xxxx xxxx (outside Australia)



The plus character (+) in the markup signifies that the following digits are the country code, in this case 61. Some phones, especially mobile telephones, allow the + to be entered directly. For other devices the user must replace the + with the international access code[image: External link] for their current location.

New Zealand[image: External link] has a special case dial plan. While most nations require the area code to be dialed only if it is different, in New Zealand, one needs to dial the area code if the phone is outside the local calling area. For example, the town of Waikouaiti[image: External link] is in the Dunedin[image: External link] City Council jurisdiction, and has phone numbers (03) 465 7xxx. To call the city council in central Dunedin (03) 477 4000, residents must dial the number in full including the area code even though the area code is the same, as Waikouaiti and Dunedin lie in different local calling areas ( Palmerston[image: External link] and Dunedin respectively)[13]

In the United States, Canada, and other countries or territories using the North American Numbering Plan[image: External link] (NANP), the international trunk access code is 1, which is also the country calling code[image: External link]. The same rule also applies in many parts of the NANP, including all areas of Canada that still have variable-length dial plan. This is not universal, as there are locations within the United States that allow long distance calls within the same area code to be dialed as seven digits. In Canada, the domestic trunk code (long distance access code) must also be dialed along with the area code for long distance calls even within the same area code. For example, to call a number in Regina[image: External link] in area code 306 (Regina and the rest of the province of Saskatchewan[image: External link] are also served by the overlay code 639[image: External link]):


	306 xxx xxxx — within Regina[image: External link], Lumsden[image: External link] and other local areas

	1 306 xxx xxxx — within Saskatchewan, but not within the Regina local calling area, e.g., Saskatoon[image: External link]


	1 306 xxx xxxx — anywhere within the NANP outside Saskatchewan



To call a number in Oakland[image: External link], California, which has only one area code, the dialing procedure varies:


	xxx xxxx — local or long-distance within area code 510, no area code required)

	1 510 xxx xxxx — local or long-distance outside of 510 but within the U.S., Canada, and other countries in the NANP. 1 is the long-distance trunk code.

	1 510 xxx xxxx — outside the NANP. 1 is the country code for the U.S.



However, in parts of North America, especially where a new area code overlays an older area code, dialing the area code, or 1 and the area code, is required even for local calls. Dialing from mobile phones is different in the U.S., as the trunk code is not necessary, although it is still necessary for calling all long distance numbers from a mobile phone in Canada. Most mobile phones can be configured to automatically add a frequently-called area code as a prefix, allowing calls within the desired area to be dialed by the user as seven-digit numbers, though sent by the phone as 10-digit numbers.

In some parts of the United States, especially northeastern states such as Pennsylvania served by Verizon Communications[image: External link], the full 10-digit number must be dialed. If the call is not local, the call will fail unless the dialed number is preceded by digit 1. Thus:


	610 xxx xxxx — local calls within the 610 area code and its overlay (484), as well as calls to or from the neighboring 215 area code and its overlay, 267. Area code is required; one of two completion options for mobile phones within the U.S.

	1 610 xxx xxxx — calls from numbers outside the 610/484 and 215/267 area codes; second of two completion options for mobile phones within the U.S.



In California and New York, because of the existence of both overlay area codes (where an area code must be dialed for every call) and non-overlay area codes (where an area code is dialed only for calls outside the subscriber's home area code), "permissive home area code dialing" of 1 + the area code within the same area code, even if no area code is required, has been permitted since the mid-2000s (decade). For example, in the 213 area code (a non-overlay area code), calls may be dialed as 7 digits (XXX-XXXX) or 1-213 + 7 digits. The manner in which a call is dialed does not affect the billing of the call. This "permissive home area code dialing" helps maintain uniformity and eliminates confusion given the different types of area code relief that has made California the nation's most "area code" intensive State. Unlike other states with overlay area codes (Texas, Maryland, Florida and Pennsylvania and others), the California Public Utilities Commission and the New York State Public Service Commission maintain two different dial plans: Landlines must dial 1 + area code whenever an Area Code is part of the dialed digits while cellphone users can omit the "1" and just dial 10 digits.

Many organizations have private branch exchange[image: External link] systems which permit dialing the access digit(s) for an outside line (usually 9 or 8), a "1" and finally the local area code and xxx xxxx in areas without overlays. This aspect is unintentionally helpful for employees who reside in one area code and work in an area code with one, two, or three adjacent area codes. 1+ dialing to any area code by an employee can be done quickly, with all exceptions processed by the private branch exchange and passed onto the public switched telephone network[image: External link].
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 Full-number dialing




In small countries or areas, the full telephone number is used for all calls, even in the same area. This has traditionally been the case in small countries and territories where area codes have not been required. However, there has been a trend in many countries towards making all numbers a standard length, and incorporating the area code into the subscriber's number. This usually makes the use of a trunk code obsolete. For example, to call Oslo in Norway[image: External link] before 1992, it was necessary to dial:


	xxx xxx (within Oslo - no area code required)

	(02) xxx xxx (within Norway - outside Oslo)

	+47 2 xxx xxx (outside Norway)



After 1992, this changed to a closed eight-digit numbering plan, e.g.:


	22xx xxxx (within Norway - including Oslo)

	+47 22xx xxxx (outside Norway)



Therefore, in other countries, such as France[image: External link], Belgium[image: External link], Japan[image: External link], Switzerland[image: External link], South Africa[image: External link] and some parts of North America, the trunk code is retained for domestic calls, whether local or national, e.g.,


	
Paris 01 xx xx xx xx (outside France +33 1 xxxx xxxx)

	
Brussels[image: External link] 02 xxx xxxx (outside Belgium +32 2 xxx xxxx)

	
Geneva[image: External link] 022 xxx xxxx (outside Switzerland +41 22 xxx xxxx)

	
Cape Town[image: External link] 021 xxx xxxx (outside South Africa +27 21 xxx xxxx)

	
New York[image: External link] 1 212 xxx xxxx (outside the North American Numbering Plan +1 212 xxx xxxx)

	
Fukuoka[image: External link] 092 xxx xxxx (outside the Japanese Numbering Plan +81 92 xxx xxxx)



while some, like Italy[image: External link], require the initial zero to be dialed, even for calls from outside the country, e.g.,


	
Rome 06 xxxxxxxx (outside Italy +39 06 xxxxxxxx)



While dialing of full national numbers takes longer than a local number without the area code, the increased use of phones that can store numbers means that this is of decreasing importance. It also makes it easier to display numbers in the international format, as no trunk code is required—hence a number in Prague[image: External link], Czech Republic[image: External link], can now be displayed as:


	2xx xxx xxx (inside Czech Republic)

	+420 2xx xxx xxx (outside Czech Republic)



as opposed to before September 21, 2002:[14]


	02 / xx xx xx xx (inside Czech Republic)

	+420 2 / xx xx xx xx (outside Czech Republic)



Some countries already switched, but trunk prefix re-added with the closed dialing plan, for example in Bangkok, Thailand before 1997:


	xxx-xxxx (inside Bangkok)

	02-xxx-xxxx (inside Thailand)

	+66 2-xxx-xxxx (outside Thailand)



has been switched in 1997:


	2-xxx-xxxx (inside Thailand)

	+66 2-xxx-xxxx (outside Thailand)



Trunk prefix has re-added in 2001


	02-xxx-xxxx (inside Thailand)

	+66 2-xxx-xxxx (outside Thailand)
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 International numbering plan




The E.164[image: External link] standard of the International Telecommunications Union[image: External link] is an international numbering plan and establishes a country calling code[image: External link] (country code) for each member organization. Country codes are prefixes to national telephone numbers that denote call routing to the network of a subordinate number plan administration, typically a country, or group of countries with a uniform numbering plan, such as the NANP. E.164 permits a maximum length of 15 digits for the complete international phone number consisting of the country code, the national routing code (area code), and the subscriber number. E.164 does not define regional numbering plans, however, it does provide recommendations for new implementations and uniform representation of all telephone numbers.

Within the system of country calling codes, the ITU has defined certain prefixes for special services and assigns such codes for independent international networks, such as satellite systems, spanning beyond the scope of regional authorities.
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 Satellite telephone systems




Satellite phones[image: External link] are usually issued with numbers with a special country calling code. For example, Inmarsat[image: External link] satellite phones are issued with code +870, while Global Mobile Satellite System[image: External link] providers, such as Iridium[image: External link], issue numbers in country code +881 ("Global Mobile Satellite System") or +882 ("International Networks"). Some satellite phones are issued with ordinary phone numbers, such as Globalstar[image: External link] satellite phones issued with NANP telephone numbers.


	Inmarsat: +870: SNAC (Single Network Access Code)

	
ICO Global[image: External link]: +881 0, +881 1.

	Ellipso: +881 2, +881 3.

	
Iridium[image: External link]: +881 6, +881 7.

	
Globalstar[image: External link]: +881 8, +881 9.

	Emsat: +882 13.

	
Thuraya[image: External link]: +882 16.

	
ACeS[image: External link]: +882 20.



+ 88184
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 Special services




Some country calling codes[image: External link] are issued for special services, or for international/inter regional zones.


	+388 5 – shared code for groups of nations

	+388 3 – European Telephony Numbering Space[image: External link] – Europe-wide services (discontinued)

	+800 – International Freephone ( UIFN[image: External link])

	+808 – reserved for Shared Cost Services[image: External link]


	+878 – Universal Personal Telecommunications[image: External link] services

	+881 – Global Mobile Satellite System[image: External link]


	+882 and +883 – International Networks

	+888 - international disaster relief operations

	+979 – International Premium Rate Service[image: External link]


	+991 – International Telecommunications Public Correspondence Service trial (ITPCS)

	+999 – reserved for future global service
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 Numbering plan indicator




The numbering plan indicator (NPI) is a number which is defined in the ITU standard Q.713[image: External link], paragraph 3.4.2.3.3, indicating the numbering plan of the attached telephone number. NPIs can be found in Signalling Connection Control Part[image: External link] (SCCP) and short message service[image: External link] (SMS) messages. As of 2004, the following numbering plans and their respective numbering plan indicator values have been defined:



	NPI
	Description
	Standard



	0
	unknown
	



	1
	ISDN Telephony
	E.164[image: External link]



	2
	generic
	



	3
	data
	X.121[image: External link]



	4
	telex[image: External link]
	F69



	5
	maritime mobile
	
E.210 and E.211




	6
	land mobile
	E.212[image: External link]



	7
	ISDN/mobile
	E.214[image: External link]
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 Private numbering plan




Like a public telecommunications network, a private telephone network in an enterprise or within an organizational campus may implement a private numbering plan for the installed base of telephones for internal communication. Such networks operate a private switching system or a private branch exchange[image: External link] (PBX) within the network. The internal numbers assigned are often called extension numbers, as the internal numbering plan extends an official, published main access number for the entire network. A caller from within the network only dials the extension number assigned to another internal destination telephone.

A private numbering plan provides the convenience of mapping station telephone numbers to other commonly used numbering schemes in an enterprise. For example, station numbers may be assigned as the room number of a hotel or hospital. Station numbers may also be strategically mapped to certain keywords composed from the letters on the telephone dial, such as 4357 (help) to reach a help desk[image: External link].

The internal number assignments may be independent of any direct inward dialing[image: External link] (DID) services provided by external telecommunication vendors. For numbers without DID access, the internal switch relays externally originated calls via an operator, an automated attendant[image: External link] or an electronic interactive voice response[image: External link] system. Telephone numbers for users within such systems are often published by suffixing the official telephone number with the extension number, e.g., 1-800-555-0001 x2055.

Some systems may automatically map a large block of DID numbers (differing only in a trailing sequence of digits) to a corresponding block of individual internal stations, allowing each of them to be reached directly from the public switched telephone network[image: External link]. In some of these cases, a special shorter dial-in number can be used to reach an operator who can be asked for general information, e.g. help looking up or connecting to internal numbers. For example, individual extensions at Universität des Saarlandes[image: External link] can be dialed directly from outside via their four-digit internal extension +49-681-302-xxxx, whereas the university's official main number is +49-681-302-0[15] (49 is the country code for Germany[image: External link], 681 is the area code for Saarbrücken[image: External link], 302 the prefix for the university).

Callers within a private numbering plan often dial a trunk prefix to reach a national or international destination (outside line) or to access a leased line[image: External link] (or tie-line) to another location within the same enterprise. A large manufacturer with factories and offices in multiple cities may use a prefix (such as '8') followed by an internal routing code to indicate a city or location, then an individual four- or five-digit extension number at the destination site. A common trunk prefix for an outside line on North American systems is the digit 9, followed by the outside destination number.

Additional dial plan[image: External link] customisations, such as single-digit access to a hotel[image: External link] front desk or room service[image: External link] from an individual room, are available at the sole discretion of the PBX owner.
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Area code 202






Area code 202 is the North American[image: External link] telephone[image: External link] area code[image: External link] for Washington, D.C.. The area code was one of the original area codes[image: External link] established in October 1947 by AT&T[image: External link] in the North American Numbering Plan[image: External link] (NANP).

After the State of New Jersey with area code 201[image: External link], the District of Columbia was the second Numbering Plan Area (NPA). NPAs that covered an entire administrative region received a code in which the second digit was '0'.[1]

As of 2012, no plans exist to overlay[image: External link] the 202 area code, as NANPA estimates the current supply of numbers is sufficient at least to the year 2019.[2] Washington is thus one of the largest cities where seven-digit dialing[image: External link] is still possible. However, calls are connected if the area code is dialed. There is no provision for long-distance calls within the area code.[3]

From 1947 to 1990, area code 202 was an unpublished alternate area code for the nearby suburbs in Maryland and Virginia[image: External link], which were officially in area codes 301[image: External link] and 703[image: External link], respectively. This was possible because the entire Washington metropolitan area is a single LATA[image: External link]. Every number on the Maryland and Virginia sides of the Washington metropolitan area was given a non-published alternate number in 202. This arrangement allowed local calls throughout the metropolitan area to be dialed using only seven digits. For example, a telephone number in Kensington, Maryland[image: External link], that was officially 301-949-xxxx could be dialed as 202-949-xxxx. One side effect was that a prefix could only be duplicated in jurisdictions a safe distance from the metropolitan area, such as the Eastern Shore of Maryland[image: External link] or southwestern Virginia.

However, on October 1, 1990, due to pending number exhaustion, the ability to dial the suburbs using area code 202 ended. This did not free up enough numbers to meet demand, forcing the split of area code 410[image: External link] from 301 in 1991 and the split of area code 540[image: External link] from 703 in 1995. The metro area's single-LATA status meant that several prefixes on both sides of the Potomac River were unavailable for use amid the region's continued growth, forcing 703 to be overlaid[image: External link] with 571 and 301's overlaying with 240.

See also
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	List of North American Numbering Plan area codes[image: External link]
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Capital City






"Capital cities" redirects here. For other uses, see Capital City (disambiguation)[image: External link].

A capital city (or simply capital) is the municipality[image: External link] exercising primary status in a country[image: External link], state[image: External link], province[image: External link], or other region[image: External link], usually as its seat of government[image: External link]. A capital is typically a city that physically encompasses the offices and meeting places of its respective government[image: External link]; the status as capital is often designated by its law[image: External link] or constitution[image: External link]. In some jurisdictions[image: External link], including several countries, the different branches of government are located in different settlements. In some cases, a distinction is made between the official (constitutional) capital and the seat of government, which is in another place.

Capital cities are also the prime economic, cultural, or intellectual centres of a nation or an empire is sometimes referred to as a primate city[image: External link]. Examples include Athens[image: External link], Beijing[image: External link], Brussels[image: External link], Buenos Aires, Cairo[image: External link], London[image: External link], Mexico City[image: External link], Paris, Copenhagen[image: External link], Tokyo[image: External link], and Warsaw[image: External link].



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Terminology




The word capital derives from the Latin[image: External link] caput, meaning " head[image: External link]".

In several English-speaking states, the terms county town[image: External link], county seat[image: External link], and borough seat[image: External link] are also used in lower[image: External link] subdivisions. In unitary states[image: External link], subnational capitals are commonly known as "administrative centres".

An alternative term is headtown. The capital is often, but not necessarily, the largest city[image: External link] of its constituent.
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 Origins




Historically, the major economic centre of a state or region often becomes the focal point of political power, and becomes a capital through conquest or federation.[1] (The modern capital city has, however, not always existed: in medieval Western Europe, a migrating form of government was more common - the itinerant court[image: External link]).[2] Examples are Ancient Babylon[image: External link], Abbasid Baghdad[image: External link], Ancient Athens[image: External link], Rome, Constantinople[image: External link], Chang'an[image: External link], Ancient Cusco[image: External link], Madrid[image: External link], Paris, London[image: External link], Moscow[image: External link], Beijing[image: External link], Tokyo[image: External link], Vienna[image: External link], and Berlin[image: External link]. The capital city naturally attracts politically motivated people and those whose skills are needed for efficient administration of national or imperial governments, such as lawyers[image: External link], political scientists[image: External link], bankers[image: External link], journalists[image: External link], and public policy makers[image: External link]. Some of these cities are or were also religious centres,[3] e.g. Constantinople[image: External link] (more than one religion), Rome (the Roman Catholic Church[image: External link]), Jerusalem[image: External link] (more than one religion), Ancient Babylon[image: External link], Moscow (the Russian Orthodox Church[image: External link]), Belgrade (the Serbian Orthodox Church[image: External link]), Paris, and Peking[image: External link].

The convergence of political and economic or cultural power is by no means universal. Traditional capitals may be economically eclipsed by provincial rivals, e.g. Nanking[image: External link] by Shanghai[image: External link], Quebec City[image: External link] by Montreal[image: External link], and numerous US state capitals. The decline[image: External link] of a dynasty or culture could also mean the extinction of its capital city, as occurred at Babylon[image: External link][4] and Cahokia[image: External link].

Although many capitals are defined by constitution or legislation, many long-time capitals have no legal designation as such: for example Bern[image: External link], Edinburgh[image: External link], Lisbon[image: External link], London[image: External link], Paris, and Wellington[image: External link]. They are recognised as capitals as a matter of convention, and because all or almost all the country's central political institutions, such as government departments, supreme court, legislature, embassies, etc., are located in or near them.
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 Modern capitals




Counties in the United Kingdom[image: External link] have historic county towns, which are often not the largest settlement within the county and often are no longer administrative centres, as many historical counties are now only ceremonial, and administrative boundaries are different.

In Canada, there is a federal capital, while the ten provinces[image: External link] and three territories[image: External link] all have capital cities. The states of such countries as Mexico[image: External link], Brazil (including the famous cities of Rio de Janeiro[image: External link] and São Paulo[image: External link], capitals of their respective states), and Australia all have capital cities. For example, the six state capitals of Australia are Adelaide[image: External link]; Brisbane[image: External link]; Hobart[image: External link]; Melbourne[image: External link]; Perth[image: External link]; and Sydney[image: External link]. In Australia, the term "capital cities" is regularly used, to refer to the aforementioned state capitals plus the federal capital Canberra[image: External link] and Darwin[image: External link], the capital of the Northern Territory[image: External link]. Abu Dhabi[image: External link] is the capital city of the Emirate of Abu Dhabi[image: External link] and the United Arab Emirates[image: External link] overall.

In unitary states which consist of multiple constituent countries, such as the United Kingdom[image: External link] or the Kingdom of Denmark[image: External link], each country will usually have a capital city. Unlike in federations, there is usually not a separate national capital, but rather the capital city of one constituent country will also be the capital of the state overall, such as London[image: External link], which is the capital of England[image: External link] and the United Kingdom. Similarly, each of the autonomous communities of Spain[image: External link] and regions of Italy[image: External link] has a capital city, such as Seville[image: External link] or Naples[image: External link], while Madrid[image: External link] is the capital of the Community of Madrid[image: External link] and the Kingdom of Spain[image: External link] as a whole, while Rome is the capital of Italy[image: External link] and the region of Lazio[image: External link].

In the Federal Republic of Germany[image: External link], each of its constituent states[image: External link] (or Länder[image: External link] - plural of Land) has its own capital city, such as Dresden[image: External link], Wiesbaden[image: External link], Mainz[image: External link], Düsseldorf[image: External link], Stuttgart[image: External link], and Munich[image: External link], as do all of the republics of the Russian Federation[image: External link]. The national capitals of Germany and Russia: the Stadtstaat[image: External link] of Berlin[image: External link] and the Federal City[image: External link] of Moscow[image: External link], are also constituent states of both countries in their own right. Each of the States of Austria[image: External link] and Cantons of Switzerland[image: External link] also have their own capital cities. Vienna[image: External link], the national capital of Austria[image: External link] is also one of the states, while Bern[image: External link] is the capital of both Switzerland[image: External link] and the Canton of Bern[image: External link].

Most, though certainly not all, national capitals are also the largest city in their respective countries.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Planned or relocated capital cities




Governing entities sometimes plan capital cities to house the seat of government of a polity or of a subdivision. Deliberately planned or deliberately moved capitals include:


	
La Plata[image: External link], Buenos Aires Province[image: External link], Argentina


	
Abuja[image: External link], Nigeria (1991)

	
Aracaju[image: External link], Sergipe, Brazil (1855)

	
Ankara, Turkey (1923)

	
Astana[image: External link], Kazakhstan (1997)

	
Austin, Texas[image: External link], USA (1839)

	
Belmopan, Belize (1970)

	
Belo Horizonte[image: External link], Minas Gerais, Brazil (1897)

	
Brasília, Brazil (1960)

	
Bhubaneswar[image: External link], Odisha, India (1948)

	
Constantinople[image: External link], Roman Empire (324-330)

	
Dhaka[image: External link], Bangladesh (1971)

	
Canberra[image: External link], Australia (1927)

	
Chandigarh[image: External link], Punjab and Haryana, India (1966)

	
Gandhinagar[image: External link], Gujarat, India (1960)

	
Goiânia[image: External link], Goiás, Brazil (1933)

	
Indianapolis[image: External link], Indiana, USA (1825)

	
Islamabad[image: External link], Pakistan (1960)

	
Frankfort, Kentucky[image: External link], USA (1792)

	
Jefferson City, Missouri[image: External link], USA (1821)

	
Jhongsing New Village[image: External link], Taiwan[image: External link] (1955)

	
Naypyidaw[image: External link], Burma (2005-2006)

	
New Delhi[image: External link], India (1911)

	
Oklahoma City[image: External link], Oklahoma, USA (1889)

	
Ottawa, Ontario[image: External link], Canada (1857)

	
Palmas[image: External link], Tocantins, Brazil (1989)

	
Quezon City[image: External link], Philippines (1948–76)

	
Raleigh, North Carolina[image: External link], USA (1792)

	
Valletta[image: External link], Malta (1571)

	
Washington, D.C., USA (1800)

	
Wellington[image: External link], New Zealand (moved in 1865)



These cities satisfy one or both of the following criteria:


	A deliberately planned city[image: External link] that was built expressly to house the seat of government, superseding a capital city that was in an established population center. There have been various reasons for this, including overcrowding in that major metropolitan area, and the desire to place the capital city in a location with a better climate (usually a less tropical one).

	A town that was chosen as a compromise among two or more cities (or other political divisions), none of which was willing to concede to the other(s) the privilege of being the capital city. Usually, the new capital is geographically located roughly equidistant between the competing population centres.



Some examples of the second situation (compromise locations) include:


	
Canberra[image: External link], Australia, chosen as a compromise located between Melbourne and Sydney.

	
Frankfort, Kentucky[image: External link], midway between Louisville[image: External link] and Lexington, Kentucky[image: External link].

	
Ottawa, Ontario, Canada, located along the boundary between the Province of Ontario[image: External link] and the Province of Quebec[image: External link] – the two most populous of the ten provinces – and midway between their respective provincial capitals, Toronto, Ontario[image: External link] and Quebec City, Quebec[image: External link].

	
Tallahassee[image: External link], Florida[image: External link], chosen as the midpoint between Pensacola[image: External link] and St. Augustine, Florida[image: External link] - then the two largest cities in Florida.

	
Wellington[image: External link] became the capital city of New Zealand[image: External link] in 1865. It lies at the southern tip of the North Island[image: External link] of New Zealand, the smaller of New Zealand's two main islands (which subsequently became the more populous island,[5]) immediately across Cook Strait[image: External link] from the South Island[image: External link]. The previous capital, Auckland[image: External link], lies much further north in the North Island; the move followed a long argument for a more central location for parliament.[6]




Changes in a nation's political regime sometimes result in the designation of a new capital. Newly-independent Kazakhstan[image: External link] moved its capital to the existing city of Astana[image: External link]. Naypyidaw[image: External link] was founded in Burma[image: External link]'s interior as the former capital, Rangoon[image: External link], was claimed to be too overcrowded.[7]
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 Unusual capital city arrangements




See also: List of countries with multiple capitals[image: External link]


A number of cases exist where states have multiple capitals, and there are also several states that have no capital.

There is also a ghost town[image: External link] which currently serves as the de jure capital of a territory: Plymouth in Montserrat.


	
  Chile[image: External link]: Santiago[image: External link] is the capital even though the National Congress of Chile[image: External link] meets in Valparaíso[image: External link].

	
 Czech Republic[image: External link]: Prague[image: External link] is the sole constitutional capital. Brno[image: External link] is home to all three of the country's highest courts[image: External link], making it the de facto capital of the Czech judicial branch[image: External link].

	
  Estonia[image: External link]: the Supreme Court[image: External link] and the Ministry of Education and Research are located in Tartu[image: External link].

	
  Finland[image: External link]: During the summer, the President[image: External link] resides at the Kultaranta[image: External link] in Naantali[image: External link]; presidential sessions of the government are held there as well.

	
  France[image: External link]: The French constitution does not recognise any capital city in France. By law[8] Paris is the seat of both houses of Parliament (the National Assembly[image: External link] and the Senate[image: External link]), but their joint congresses are held at the Palace of Versailles[image: External link]. In case of emergency, the seat of the constitutional powers can be transferred in another town, in order for the Houses of Parliament to keep seating in the same location of the President[image: External link] and Cabinet.

	
  Germany[image: External link]: The official capital Berlin[image: External link] is home to the parliament and the highest bodies of the executive branch (consisting of the ceremonial presidency[image: External link] and effective chancellery[image: External link]). Various ministries are located in the former West German[image: External link] capital of Bonn[image: External link], which now has the title "Federal City[image: External link]". The Federal Constitutional Court[image: External link] has its seat in Karlsruhe[image: External link] which, as a consequence, is sometimes called Germany's "judicial capital"; none of Germany's highest judicial organs are located in Berlin.

	
  Malaysia[image: External link]: Kuala Lumpur[image: External link] is the constitutional capital, home of the King[image: External link], and seat of Parliament[image: External link], but the federal administrative centre and judiciary were moved 30 kilometres (19 mi) south to Putrajaya[image: External link].

	
  Montenegro[image: External link]: The official capital Podgorica[image: External link] is home to the parliament and the executive, but the seat of the presidency[image: External link] is in the former royal capital of Cetinje[image: External link].

	
  Myanmar[image: External link] ( Burma[image: External link]): Naypyidaw[image: External link] was designated the national capital in 2005, the same year it was founded, but most government offices and embassies are still located in Yangon[image: External link] ( Rangoon[image: External link]).

	
  Nauru[image: External link]: Nauru, a microstate[image: External link] of only 21 square kilometres (8.1 sq mi), has no distinct capital city, and thus has a capital district instead.

	
 Pakistan: Islamabad[image: External link] is a purpose build capital city, construction stated in 1960 and by 1966 building of an entirely new city was completed, replacing the traditional capital Karachi[image: External link] with Rawalpindi[image: External link] being used in the interim.

	
  Portugal[image: External link]: The Portuguese constitution[image: External link] has no reference to a capital. Although Lisbon[image: External link] is home to the parliament[image: External link], the presidency[image: External link], and the judiciary, no Portuguese official document states that Lisbon is the national capital.[9]


	
 Sri Lanka[image: External link]: Sri Jayawardenepura Kotte[image: External link] is the official capital and the location of the parliament, while the former capital, Colombo[image: External link], is now designated as the "commercial capital".[citation needed[image: External link]] However, many government offices are still located in Colombo. Both cities are in the Colombo District[image: External link].

	
 South Africa[image: External link]: The administrative capital is Pretoria[image: External link], the legislative capital is Cape Town[image: External link], and the judicial capital is Bloemfontein[image: External link]. This is the outcome of the compromise that created the Union of South Africa[image: External link] in 1910.

	
   Switzerland[image: External link]: Bern[image: External link] is the Federal City[image: External link] of Switzerland and functions as de facto capital. However, the Swiss Supreme Court[image: External link] is located in Lausanne[image: External link].

	
  Tanzania[image: External link]: Dodoma[image: External link] was designated the national capital in 1996, but most government offices and embassies are still located in Dar es Salaam[image: External link].[10]


	
  Monaco[image: External link],   Singapore[image: External link], and the   Vatican City[image: External link] as well as the territories of  Hong Kong[image: External link] and   Macau[image: External link] are city-states[image: External link], and thus do not contain any distinct capital city as a whole. However, in Singapore's case, the main judiciary and legislative offices are located in the Downtown Core[image: External link]. Similarly, while Victoria[image: External link] was the capital of colonial Hong Kong, the district of Central[image: External link] serves as the seat of government offices today.

	
 Canary Islands[image: External link] ( Spain[image: External link]): Until 1927 the capital of the Province of Canarias[image: External link] was Santa Cruz de Tenerife[image: External link]. When the Canary Islands became an autonomous community in 1982, Santa Cruz de Tenerife[image: External link] and Las Palmas de Gran Canaria[image: External link] were both given capital status.[11][12] There is currently a balance of institutions between the two capitals, in fact the Canary Islands is the only autonomous community in Spain which has two capitals.
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 Capitals that are not the seat of government




There are several countries where, for various reasons, the official capital and de facto seat of government[image: External link] are separated:


	
  Benin[image: External link]: Porto-Novo[image: External link] is the official capital, but Cotonou[image: External link] is the seat of government.

	
  Bolivia[image: External link]: Sucre[image: External link] is the constitutional[image: External link] capital, the supreme tribunal of justice[image: External link] is located in Sucre, making it the judicial capital. The palacio quemado[image: External link], the national congress[image: External link] and national electoral court[image: External link] are located in La Paz[image: External link], making it the seat of government.

	
 Ivory Coast[image: External link]: Yamoussoukro[image: External link] was designated the national capital in 1983, but most government offices and embassies are still located in Abidjan[image: External link].

	
  Georgia[image: External link]: Since 2012, the seat of government has been Kutaisi[image: External link], but the President[image: External link]'s residence and the Supreme Court[image: External link] remain in Tbilisi[image: External link], the official capital.

	
  Netherlands[image: External link]: Amsterdam is the constitutional national capital even though the Dutch government[image: External link], the parliament[image: External link], the supreme court[image: External link], the Council of State[image: External link], and the work palace[image: External link] of the King[image: External link] are all located in The Hague[image: External link], as are all the embassies. (For more details see: Capital of the Netherlands[image: External link].)

	
  Philippines[image: External link]: Presidential Decree No. 940, issued on June 24, 1976, designates the whole of Metropolitan Manila[image: External link] as the seat of government, with the City of Manila[image: External link] as the capital.[13]
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 Disputed capitals





	
  Israel[image: External link] and   Palestine[image: External link]: Jerusalem[image: External link] is claimed as the capital of both Israel[image: External link][14] and Palestine[image: External link].[15] Israel's presidential residence, government offices, supreme court and parliament ( Knesset[image: External link]) are located there, but the UN and most countries take the position that the final status of Jerusalem[image: External link] is unsettled pending future negotiations. Most countries maintain their diplomatic missions to Israel[image: External link] in Tel Aviv[image: External link], while diplomatic missions to Palestine[image: External link] are in various places such as Ramallah[image: External link], Gaza City[image: External link], Cairo[image: External link] and Damascus[image: External link].




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Intergovernmental organizations





	
European Union[image: External link] (see details[image: External link]): Brussels[image: External link] is generally considered as the seat[image: External link] of the European Union[image: External link], alongside Strasbourg[image: External link] where the European Parliament[image: External link] has its official seat and votes[16] because it hosts the major institutions of the EU[image: External link]. The judiciary[image: External link] and some of the executive's work are located in Luxembourg[image: External link] and other bodies and agencies in other cities. Although the main seats are fixed in the EU's treaties[image: External link] which form its legal basis, they do not use the term "capital" for any city.

	
Europol[image: External link]: The Hague[image: External link]






	
United Nations[image: External link]: New York City[image: External link] is the main meeting place of the highest bodies of the UN, but significant parts of its structure exist in other cities, notably Vienna[image: External link], Geneva[image: External link], Nairobi[image: External link] and The Hague[image: External link].

	
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization[image: External link]: Paris


	
Food and Agriculture Organization[image: External link]: Rome






	
African Union[image: External link]: Addis Ababa and Midrand[image: External link]


	
Andean Parliament[image: External link]: Bogotá[image: External link]


	
Arab League[image: External link]: Cairo[image: External link]


	
Asian Development Bank[image: External link]: Manila[image: External link]


	
Association of Southeast Asian Nations[image: External link]: Jakarta[image: External link]


	
Commonwealth of Nations[image: External link]: London[image: External link]


	
European Food Safety Authority[image: External link]: Parma[image: External link]


	
European Organization for Nuclear Research[image: External link]: Meyrin[image: External link], a suburb of Geneva[image: External link]


	
Helsinki Commission[image: External link]: Helsinki[image: External link]


	
International Court of Justice[image: External link]: The Hague[image: External link]


	
International Organization for Standardization[image: External link]: Geneva[image: External link]


	
Interpol[image: External link]: Lyon[image: External link]


	
North Atlantic Treaty Organization[image: External link]: Brussels[image: External link]


	
Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development[image: External link]: Paris


	
Organisation of Islamic Cooperation[image: External link]: Jeddah[image: External link]


	
Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe[image: External link]: Vienna[image: External link]


	
Organization of American States: Washington, D.C.


	
Organization of Ibero-American States[image: External link]: Madrid[image: External link]


	
South Asian Association for Regional Cooperation[image: External link]: Kathmandu[image: External link]


	
Union of South American Nations[image: External link]: Cochabamba[image: External link] and Quito[image: External link]


	
World Bank[image: External link]: Washington, D.C.


	
World Tourism Organization[image: External link]: Madrid[image: External link]
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 Capital as symbol




With the rise of modern empires[image: External link] and the nation-state[image: External link], the capital city has become a symbol[image: External link] for the state[image: External link] and its government[image: External link], and imbued with political meaning. Unlike medieval[image: External link] capitals, which were declared wherever a monarch[image: External link] held his or her court, the selection, relocation, founding, or capture of a modern capital city is an emotional event. For example:


	The ruined and almost uninhabited Athens[image: External link] was made capital of newly independent Greece[image: External link] in 1834, four years after the country gained its independence, with the romantic notion of reviving the glory of Ancient Greece[image: External link]. Similarly, following the Cold War and German reunification[image: External link], Berlin[image: External link] is now once again the capital of Germany. Other restored capital cities include Moscow[image: External link] after the October Revolution[image: External link].

	A symbolic relocation of a capital city to a geographically or demographically peripheral location may be for either economic[image: External link] or strategic[image: External link] reasons (sometimes known as a forward capital or spearhead capital). Peter the Great[image: External link] moved his government from Moscow[image: External link] to Saint Petersburg[image: External link] to give the Russian Empire[image: External link] a western[image: External link] orientation. The economically significant city of Nafplion[image: External link] became the first capital of Greece[image: External link], when Athens was an unimportant village. The Ming[image: External link] emperors moved their capital to Peking[image: External link] from the more central Nanking[image: External link] to help supervise the border with the Mongols. During the 1857 rebellion, Indian rebels considered Delhi their capital, and Bahadur Shah Zafar[image: External link] was proclaimed emperor, but the ruling British[image: External link] had their capital in Calcutta[image: External link]. In 1877, the British formally held a ' Durbar[image: External link]' in Delhi, proclaiming Queen Victoria[image: External link] as 'Empress of India[image: External link]'. Delhi finally became the colonial capital after the Coronation Durbar[image: External link] of King-Emperor George V[image: External link] in 1911, continuing as independent India's capital from 1947. Other examples include Abuja[image: External link], Astana[image: External link], Brasília, Helsinki[image: External link], Islamabad[image: External link], Naypyidaw[image: External link] and Yamoussoukro[image: External link].

	The selection or founding of a "neutral" capital city, one unencumbered by regional or political identities, was meant to represent the unity of a new state when Ankara, Turkey[image: External link]; Bern[image: External link], Switzerland[image: External link]; Canberra[image: External link], Australia; Madrid[image: External link]; Ottawa; Washington, D.C.; and Wellington[image: External link], New Zealand[image: External link] became capital cities. Sometimes, the location of a new capital city was chosen to terminate squabbling or possible squabbling between various entities, such as in the cases of Canberra, Ottawa, Washington, and Wellington.

	The British-built town of New Delhi[image: External link] represented a simultaneous break and continuity with the past, the location of Delhi being where many imperial capitals were built (Indraprastha, Dhillika, and Shahjahanabad) but the actual capital being the new British-built town designed by Edwin Lutyens[image: External link]. Wellington, on the southwestern tip of the North Island of New Zealand[image: External link], replaced the much more northerly city of Auckland[image: External link] in to place the national capital close to the South Island[image: External link] and hence to placate its residents, many of whom sympathies with separatism.

	During the American Civil War, tremendous resources were expended to defend Washington, D.C., which actually bordered on the Confederate States of America[image: External link] (with the Commonwealth of Virginia[image: External link]), from Confederate attack even though the relatively small federal government could easily have been moved elsewhere. Likewise, great resources were expended by the Confederacy in defending the Confederate capital from attack by the Union, in its exposed location of Richmond, Virginia[image: External link], barely 100 miles (160 km) south of Washington.
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 Capitals in military strategy




The capital city is usually but not always a primary target in a war, as capturing it usually guarantees capture of much of the enemy government, victory for the attacking forces, or at the very least demoralization for the defeated forces.

In ancient China[image: External link], where governments were massive centralized bureaucracies with little flexibility on the provincial level, a dynasty[image: External link] could easily be toppled with the fall of its capital. In the Three Kingdoms[image: External link] period, both Shu[image: External link] and Wu[image: External link] fell when their respective capitals of Chengdu[image: External link] and Jianye[image: External link] fell. The Ming dynasty[image: External link] relocated its capital from Nanjing[image: External link] to Beijing[image: External link], where they could more effectively control the generals and troops guarding the borders from Mongols[image: External link] and Manchus[image: External link]. The Ming was destroyed when the Li Zicheng[image: External link] took their seat of power, and this pattern repeats itself in Chinese history, until the fall of the traditional Confucian[image: External link] monarchy in the 20th century. After the Qing Dynasty[image: External link]'s collapse, decentralization of authority and improved transportation and communication technologies allowed both the Chinese Nationalists[image: External link] and Chinese Communists[image: External link] to rapidly relocate capitals and keep their leadership structures intact during the great crisis of Japanese invasion[image: External link].

National capitals were arguably less important as military objectives in other parts of the world, including the West, because of socioeconomic trends toward localized authority, a strategic modus operandi especially popular after the development of feudalism[image: External link] and reaffirmed by the development of democratic and capitalistic philosophies. In 1204, after the Latin Crusaders[image: External link] captured the Byzantine[image: External link] capital, Constantinople[image: External link], Byzantine forces were able to regroup in several provinces; provincial noblemen managed to reconquer the capital after 60 years and preserve the empire for another 200 years after that. The British[image: External link] forces sacked various American capitals repeatedly during the Revolutionary War and War of 1812, but American forces could still carry on fighting from the countryside, where they enjoyed support from local governments and the traditionally independent civilian frontiersmen. Exceptions to these generalizations include highly centralized states such as France[image: External link], whose centralized bureaucracies could effectively coordinate far-flung resources, giving the state a powerful advantage over less coherent rivals, but risking utter ruin if the capital were taken. In their military strategies, traditional enemies of France such as Prussia[image: External link] (in the Franco-Prussian War[image: External link] of 1871) focused on the capture of Paris.
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United States






"United States of America", "America", "US", "U.S.", "USA", and "U.S.A." redirect here. For the landmass encompassing North[image: External link] and South[image: External link] America, see Americas[image: External link]. For other uses, see America (disambiguation)[image: External link], US (disambiguation)[image: External link], USA (disambiguation)[image: External link], and United States (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Coordinates: 40°N 100°W[image: External link]

The United States of America /e'merIke /[image: External link] (USA), commonly known as the United States (U.S.) or America, is a constitutional[image: External link] federal republic[image: External link] composed of 50 states, a federal district, five major self-governing territories, and various possessions.[fn 6] Forty-eight of the fifty states and the federal district are contiguous and located in North America[image: External link] between Canada and Mexico[image: External link]. The state of Alaska is in the northwest corner of North America, bordered by Canada to the east and across the Bering Strait[image: External link] from Russia[image: External link] to the west. The state of Hawaii[image: External link] is an archipelago[image: External link] in the mid-Pacific Ocean[image: External link]. The U.S. territories are scattered about the Pacific Ocean and the Caribbean Sea[image: External link]. Nine time zones are covered. The geography, climate[image: External link] and wildlife[image: External link] of the country are extremely diverse.[20]

At 3.8 million square miles (9.8 million km2)[11] and with over 324 million people, the United States is the world's third- or fourth-largest country by total area[image: External link],[fn 7] third-largest by land area, and the third-most populous[image: External link]. It is one of the world's most ethnically diverse[image: External link] and multicultural[image: External link] nations, and is home to the world's largest immigrant population[image: External link].[25] The capital is Washington, D.C., and the largest city is New York City[image: External link]; nine other major metropolitan areas—each with at least 4.5 million inhabitants and the largest having more than 13 million people—are Los Angeles[image: External link], Chicago, Dallas[image: External link], Houston, Philadelphia, Miami, Atlanta, Boston, and San Francisco[image: External link].

Paleo-Indians migrated from Asia[image: External link] to the North American mainland at least 15,000 years ago.[26] European colonization began in the 16th century. The United States emerged from 13 British colonies along the East Coast. Numerous disputes between Great Britain[image: External link] and the colonies following the Seven Years' War[image: External link] led to the American Revolution, which began in 1775. On July 4, 1776, during the course of the American Revolutionary War, the colonies[image: External link] unanimously adopted the Declaration of Independence. The war ended in 1783 with recognition of the independence of the United States[image: External link] by Great Britain[image: External link], representing the first successful war of independence against a European power[image: External link].[27] The current constitution was adopted in 1788, after the Articles of Confederation[image: External link], adopted in 1781, were felt to have provided inadequate federal powers. The first ten amendments, collectively named the Bill of Rights, were ratified in 1791 and designed to guarantee many fundamental civil liberties[image: External link].

The United States embarked on a vigorous expansion across North America throughout the 19th century,[28] displacing Native American tribes, acquiring new territories, and gradually admitting new states[image: External link] until it spanned the continent by 1848.[28] During the second half of the 19th century, the American Civil War led to the end of legal slavery in the country.[29][30] By the end of that century, the United States extended into the Pacific Ocean,[31] and its economy, driven in large part by the Industrial Revolution[image: External link], began to soar.[32] The Spanish–American War and World War I[image: External link] confirmed the country's status as a global military power. The United States emerged from World War II as a global superpower[image: External link], the first country to develop nuclear weapons[image: External link], the only country to use them[image: External link] in warfare, and a permanent member[image: External link] of the United Nations Security Council[image: External link]. The end of the Cold War and the dissolution of the Soviet Union in 1991 left the United States as the world's sole superpower[image: External link].[33] The U.S. is a founding member of the United Nations[image: External link], World Bank[image: External link], International Monetary Fund[image: External link], Organization of American States (OAS), and other international organizations.

The United States is a highly developed country[image: External link], with the world's largest economy by nominal GDP[image: External link] and second-largest economy by PPP[image: External link]. Though its population is only 4.3% of the world total,[34] Americans hold nearly 40% of the total wealth in the world.[35] The United States ranks among the highest in several measures of socioeconomic performance, including average wage[image: External link],[36] human development[image: External link], per capita GDP[image: External link], and productivity per person.[37] While the U.S. economy[image: External link] is considered post-industrial[image: External link], characterized by the dominance of services[image: External link] and knowledge economy[image: External link], the manufacturing sector remains the second-largest in the world.[38] Accounting for approximately a quarter of global GDP[39] and a third of global military spending[image: External link],[40] the United States is the world's foremost economic and military[image: External link] power. The United States is a prominent political and cultural force internationally, and a leader in scientific research and technological[image: External link] innovations[image: External link].[41]
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 Etymology




See also: Naming of America[image: External link], Names for United States citizens[image: External link], and American (word)[image: External link]


In 1507, the German cartographer Martin Waldseemüller[image: External link] produced a world map on which he named the lands of the Western Hemisphere "America"[image: External link] in honor of the Italian explorer and cartographer Amerigo Vespucci[image: External link] ( Latin[image: External link]: Americus Vespucius).[42] The first documentary evidence of the phrase "United States of America" is from a letter dated January 2, 1776, written by Stephen Moylan[image: External link], Esq., George Washington's aide-de-camp[image: External link] and Muster-Master General of the Continental Army. Addressed to Lt. Col. Joseph Reed[image: External link], Moylan expressed his wish to carry the "full and ample powers of the United States of America" to Spain to assist in the revolutionary war effort.[44][45][46]

The first known publication of the phrase "United States of America" was in an anonymous essay in The Virginia Gazette[image: External link] newspaper in Williamsburg, Virginia, on April 6, 1776.[47][48] The second draft of the Articles of Confederation[image: External link], prepared by John Dickinson[image: External link] and completed by June 17, 1776, at the latest, declared "The name of this Confederation shall be the 'United States of America.'"[49] The final version of the Articles sent to the states for ratification in late 1777 contains the sentence "The Stile of this Confederacy shall be 'The United States of America'".[50] In June 1776, Thomas Jefferson wrote the phrase "UNITED STATES OF AMERICA" in all capitalized letters in the headline of his "original Rough draught" of the Declaration of Independence.[51][52] This draft of the document did not surface until June 21, 1776, and it is unclear whether it was written before or after Dickinson used the term in his June 17 draft of the Articles of Confederation.[49] In the final Fourth of July[image: External link] version of the Declaration, the title was changed to read, "The unanimous Declaration of the thirteen united States of America".[53] The preamble[image: External link] of the Constitution states "...establish this Constitution for the United States of America."

The short form "United States" is also standard. Other common forms are the "U.S.", the "USA", and "America". Colloquial names are the "U.S. of A." and, internationally, the "States". "Columbia", a name popular in poetry and songs of the late 18th century, derives its origin from Christopher Columbus[image: External link]; it appears in the name "District of Columbia".[54] In non-English languages, the name is frequently the translation of either the "United States" or "United States of America", and colloquially as "America". In addition, an abbreviation (e.g. USA) is sometimes used.[55]

The phrase "United States" was originally plural, a description of a collection of independent states—e.g., "the United States are"—including in the Thirteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution[image: External link], ratified in 1865. The singular form—e.g., "the United States is"—became popular after the end of the American Civil War. The singular form is now standard; the plural form is retained in the idiom "these United States".[56] The difference is more significant than usage; it is a difference between a collection of states and a unit.[57]

A citizen of the United States is an "American". "United States", "American" and "U.S." refer to the country adjectivally ("American values", "U.S. forces"). In English, the word " American[image: External link]" rarely refers to topics or subjects not connected with the United States.[58]
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 History




Main articles: History of the United States, Timeline of United States history, American business history[image: External link], Economic history of the United States, and Labor history of the United States[image: External link]
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 Indigenous and European contact




Further information: Pre-Columbian era and Colonial history of the United States


The first inhabitants of North America[image: External link] migrated from Siberia[image: External link] by way of the Bering land bridge[image: External link] and arrived at least 15,000 years ago, though increasing evidence suggests an even earlier arrival.[26] Some, such as the pre-Columbian Mississippian culture[image: External link], developed advanced agriculture, grand architecture, and state-level societies.[59] The first Europeans to arrive in territory of the modern United States were Spanish conquistadors[image: External link] such as Juan Ponce de León[image: External link], and made their first contacts in Florida[image: External link] in 1513. The native population declined[image: External link] for various reasons, primarily from diseases such as smallpox[image: External link] and measles[image: External link]. Violence was not a significant factor in the overall decline among Native Americans[image: External link], though conflict among themselves and with Europeans affected specific tribes and various colonial settlements.[60][61][62][63][64][65] In the Hawaiian Islands[image: External link], the earliest indigenous inhabitants arrived around 1 AD from Polynesia[image: External link]. Europeans under the British explorer Captain James Cook[image: External link] arrived in the Hawaiian Islands in 1778.

In the early days of colonization, many European settlers were subject to food shortages, disease, and attacks from Native Americans. Native Americans were also often at war with neighboring tribes and allied with Europeans in their colonial wars. At the same time, however, many natives and settlers came to depend on each other. Settlers traded for food and animal pelts, natives for guns, ammunition and other European wares.[66] Natives taught many settlers where, when and how to cultivate corn, beans and squash. European missionaries and others felt it was important to "civilize" the Native Americans and urged them to adopt European agricultural techniques and lifestyles.[67][68]
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 Settlements




Further information: European colonization of the Americas and Thirteen Colonies


After Spain sent Columbus[image: External link] on his first voyage[image: External link] to the New World[image: External link] in 1492, other explorers followed. The Spanish set up small settlements in New Mexico and Florida. France had several small settlements along the Mississippi River. Successful English settlement[image: External link] on the eastern coast of North America began with the Virginia Colony in 1607 at Jamestown[image: External link] and the Pilgrims'[image: External link] Plymouth Colony[image: External link] in 1620. Early experiments in communal living failed until the introduction of private farm holdings.[69] Many settlers were dissenting Christian groups[image: External link] who came seeking religious freedom[image: External link]. The continent's first elected legislative assembly, Virginia's House of Burgesses[image: External link] created in 1619, the Mayflower Compact[image: External link], signed by the Pilgrims before disembarking, and the Fundamental Orders of Connecticut[image: External link], established precedents for the pattern of representative self-government and constitutionalism that would develop throughout the American colonies.[70][71]

Most settlers in every colony were small farmers, but other industries developed within a few decades as varied as the settlements. Cash crops[image: External link] included tobacco, rice and wheat. Extraction industries grew up in furs, fishing and lumber. Manufacturers produced rum and ships, and by the late colonial period Americans were producing one-seventh of the world's iron supply.[72] Cities eventually dotted the coast to support local economies and serve as trade hubs. English colonists were supplemented by waves of Scotch-Irish[image: External link] and other groups. As coastal land grew more expensive freed indentured servants[image: External link] pushed further west.[73]

Slave cultivation of cash crops began with the Spanish in the 1500s, and was adopted by the English, but life expectancy was much higher in North America because of less disease and better food and treatment, leading to a rapid increase in the numbers of slaves.[74][75][76] Colonial society was largely divided over the religious and moral implications of slavery and colonies passed acts for and against the practice.[77][78] But by the turn of the 18th century, African slaves were replacing indentured servants for cash crop labor, especially in southern regions.[79]

With the British colonization of Georgia[image: External link] in 1732, the 13 colonies that would become the United States of America were established.[80] All had local governments with elections open to most free men, with a growing devotion to the ancient rights of Englishmen[image: External link] and a sense of self-government stimulating support for republicanism.[81] With extremely high birth rates, low death rates, and steady settlement, the colonial population grew rapidly. Relatively small Native American populations were eclipsed.[82] The Christian revivalist[image: External link] movement of the 1730s and 1740s known as the Great Awakening[image: External link] fueled interest in both religion and religious liberty.[83]

During the Seven Years' War[image: External link] (in America, known as the French and Indian War[image: External link]), British forces seized Canada from the French, but the francophone[image: External link] population remained politically isolated from the southern colonies. Excluding the Native Americans[image: External link], who were being conquered and displaced, the 13 British colonies had a population of over 2.1 million in 1770, about one-third that of Britain. Despite continuing new arrivals, the rate of natural increase was such that by the 1770s only a small minority of Americans had been born overseas.[84] The colonies' distance from Britain had allowed the development of self-government, but their success motivated monarchs to periodically seek to reassert royal authority.[85]
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 Independence and expansion (1776–1865)




Further information: American Revolutionary War, United States Declaration of Independence, American Revolution, and Territorial evolution of the United States[image: External link]


The American Revolutionary War was the first successful colonial war of independence against a European power. Americans had developed an ideology of "republicanism" asserting that government rested on the will of the people as expressed in their local legislatures. They demanded their rights as Englishmen[image: External link] and "no taxation without representation". The British insisted on administering the empire through Parliament, and the conflict escalated into war.[86]

Following the passage of the Lee Resolution[image: External link], on July 2, 1776, which was the actual vote for independence, the Second Continental Congress adopted the Declaration of Independence on July 4, which proclaimed, in a long preamble, that humanity is created equal in their unalienable rights and that those rights were not being protected by Great Britain, and declared, in the words of the resolution, that the Thirteen Colonies were independent states and had no allegiance to the British crown in the United States. The fourth day of July is celebrated annually as Independence Day[image: External link]. In 1777, the Articles of Confederation[image: External link] established a weak government that operated until 1789.[87]

Britain recognized the independence of the United States following their defeat at Yorktown in 1781.[88] In the peace treaty of 1783[image: External link], American sovereignty was recognized from the Atlantic coast west to the Mississippi River. Nationalists led the Philadelphia Convention of 1787 in writing the United States Constitution, ratified[image: External link] in state conventions in 1788. The federal government was reorganized into three branches, on the principle of creating salutary checks and balances, in 1789. George Washington, who had led the revolutionary army to victory, was the first president elected under the new constitution. The Bill of Rights, forbidding federal restriction of personal freedoms[image: External link] and guaranteeing a range of legal protections, was adopted in 1791.[89]

Although the federal government criminalized the international slave trade in 1808, after 1820, cultivation of the highly profitable cotton crop exploded in the Deep South[image: External link], and along with it, the slave population.[90][91][92] The Second Great Awakening[image: External link], especially 1800–1840, converted millions to evangelical Protestantism. In the North, it energized multiple social reform movements, including abolitionism;[93] in the South, Methodists and Baptists proselytized among slave populations.[94]

Americans' eagerness to expand westward prompted a long series of American Indian Wars.[95] The Louisiana Purchase[image: External link] of French-claimed territory in 1803 almost doubled the nation's area.[96] The War of 1812, declared against Britain over various grievances and fought to a draw, strengthened U.S. nationalism.[97] A series of military incursions into Florida led Spain to cede[image: External link] it and other Gulf Coast territory in 1819.[98] Expansion was aided by steam power[image: External link], when steamboats[image: External link] began traveling along America's large water systems, which were connected by new canals[image: External link], such as the Erie[image: External link] and the I&M[image: External link]; then, even faster railroads began their stretch across the nation's land.[99]

From 1820 to 1850, Jacksonian democracy[image: External link] began a set of reforms which included wider white male suffrage; it led to the rise of the Second Party System[image: External link] of Democrats and Whigs as the dominant parties from 1828 to 1854. The Trail of Tears[image: External link] in the 1830s exemplified the Indian removal policy[image: External link] that resettled Indians into the west on Indian reservations[image: External link]. The U.S. annexed the Republic of Texas[image: External link] in 1845 during a period of expansionist Manifest destiny[image: External link].[100] The 1846 Oregon Treaty[image: External link] with Britain led to U.S. control of the present-day American Northwest.[101] Victory in the Mexican–American War resulted in the 1848 Mexican Cession[image: External link] of California and much of the present-day American Southwest.[102]

The California Gold Rush[image: External link] of 1848–49 spurred western migration and the creation of additional western states.[103] After the American Civil War, new transcontinental railways[image: External link] made relocation easier for settlers, expanded internal trade and increased conflicts with Native Americans.[104] Over a half-century, the loss of the American bison[image: External link] (sometimes called "buffalo") was an existential blow to many Plains Indians[image: External link] cultures.[105] In 1869, a new Peace Policy[image: External link] sought to protect Native-Americans from abuses, avoid further war, and secure their eventual U.S. citizenship, although conflicts, including several of the largest Indian Wars, continued throughout the West into the 1900s.[106]
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 Civil War and Reconstruction Era




Further information: American Civil War and Reconstruction Era


Differences of opinion and social order[image: External link] between northern and southern states in early United States society, particularly regarding Black slavery, ultimately led to the American Civil War.[107] Initially, states entering the Union alternated between slave and free states[image: External link], keeping a sectional balance in the Senate, while free states outstripped slave states in population and in the House of Representatives. But with additional western territory and more free-soil states, tensions between slave and free states mounted with arguments over federalism and disposition of the territories, whether and how to expand or restrict slavery.[108]

With the 1860 election of Abraham Lincoln, the first president from the largely anti-slavery Republican Party[image: External link], conventions in thirteen slave states ultimately declared secession and formed the Confederate States of America[image: External link], while the federal government maintained that secession was illegal.[108] The ensuing war was at first for Union, then after 1863 as casualties mounted and Lincoln delivered his Emancipation Proclamation, a second war aim became abolition of slavery. The war remains the deadliest military conflict in American history, resulting in the deaths of approximately 618,000 soldiers as well as many civilians.[109]

Following the Union[image: External link] victory in 1865, three amendments[image: External link] were added to the U.S. Constitution: the Thirteenth Amendment[image: External link] prohibited slavery, the Fourteenth Amendment[image: External link] provided citizenship to the nearly four million African Americans who had been slaves,[110] and the Fifteenth Amendment[image: External link] ensured that they had the right to vote. The war and its resolution led to a substantial increase in federal power[111] aimed at reintegrating and rebuilding the Southern states while ensuring the rights of the newly freed slaves.

Southern white conservatives, calling themselves "Redeemers" took control after the end of Reconstruction. By the 1890–1910 period Jim Crow laws[image: External link] disenfranchised[image: External link] most blacks and some poor whites. Blacks faced racial segregation[image: External link], especially in the South.[112] Racial minorities occasionally experienced vigilante violence[image: External link].[113]
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 Industrialization




Main articles: Economic history of the United States and Technological and industrial history of the United States


In the North, urbanization and an unprecedented influx of immigrants[image: External link] from Southern and Eastern Europe supplied a surplus of labor for the country's industrialization and transformed its culture.[114] National infrastructure including telegraph[image: External link] and transcontinental railroads[image: External link] spurred economic growth and greater settlement and development of the American Old West. The later invention of electric light[image: External link] and the telephone[image: External link] would also affect communication and urban life.[115]

The end of the Indian Wars further expanded acreage under mechanical cultivation, increasing surpluses for international markets.[116] Mainland expansion was completed by the purchase of Alaska[image: External link] from Russia[image: External link] in 1867.[117] In 1893, pro-American elements in Hawaii overthrew[image: External link] the monarchy[image: External link] and formed the Republic of Hawaii[image: External link], which the U.S. annexed[image: External link] in 1898. Puerto Rico, Guam[image: External link], and the Philippines[image: External link] were ceded by Spain in the same year, following the Spanish–American War.[118]

Rapid economic development during the late 19th and early 20th centuries fostered the rise of many prominent industrialists. Tycoons[image: External link] like Cornelius Vanderbilt[image: External link], John D. Rockefeller[image: External link], and Andrew Carnegie[image: External link] led the nation's progress in railroad[image: External link], petroleum[image: External link], and steel[image: External link] industries. Banking became a major part of the economy, with J. P. Morgan[image: External link] playing a notable role. Edison[image: External link] and Tesla[image: External link] undertook the widespread distribution of electricity to industry, homes, and for street lighting. Henry Ford[image: External link] revolutionized the automotive industry[image: External link]. The American economy boomed, becoming the world's largest, and the United States achieved great power[image: External link] status.[119] These dramatic changes were accompanied by social unrest and the rise of populist[image: External link], socialist[image: External link], and anarchist[image: External link] movements.[120] This period eventually ended with the advent of the Progressive Era, which saw significant reforms in many societal areas, including women's suffrage[image: External link], alcohol prohibition[image: External link], regulation of consumer goods, greater antitrust measures[image: External link] to ensure competition and attention to worker conditions.[121][122][123][124]
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 World War I, Great Depression, and World War II




Further information: World War I[image: External link], Great Depression, and World War II


The United States remained neutral from the outbreak of World War I[image: External link], in 1914, until 1917 when it joined the war as an "associated power", alongside the formal Allies of World War I[image: External link], helping to turn the tide against the Central Powers[image: External link]. In 1919, President Woodrow Wilson[image: External link] took a leading diplomatic role at the Paris Peace Conference[image: External link] and advocated strongly for the U.S. to join the League of Nations[image: External link]. However, the Senate refused to approve this, and did not ratify the Treaty of Versailles[image: External link] that established the League of Nations.[125]

In 1920, the women's rights movement won passage of a constitutional amendment[image: External link] granting women's suffrage[image: External link].[126] The 1920s and 1930s saw the rise of radio[image: External link] for mass communication[image: External link] and the invention of early television[image: External link].[127] The prosperity of the Roaring Twenties ended with the Wall Street Crash of 1929[image: External link] and the onset of the Great Depression[image: External link]. After his election as president in 1932, Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link] responded with the New Deal, which included the establishment of the Social Security[image: External link] system.[128] The Great Migration[image: External link] of millions of African Americans out of the American South began before World War I and extended through the 1960s;[129] whereas the Dust Bowl[image: External link] of the mid-1930s impoverished many farming communities and spurred a new wave of western migration.[130]

At first effectively neutral during World War II while Germany conquered much of continental Europe, the United States began supplying material to the Allies[image: External link] in March 1941 through the Lend-Lease[image: External link] program. On December 7, 1941, the Empire of Japan[image: External link] launched a surprise attack on Pearl Harbor[image: External link], prompting the United States to join the Allies against the Axis powers[image: External link].[131] During the war, the United States was referred as one of the "Four Policemen[image: External link]"[132] of Allies power who met to plan the postwar world, along with Britain, the Soviet Union and China.[133][134] Though the nation lost more than 400,000 soldiers,[135] it emerged relatively undamaged[image: External link] from the war with even greater economic and military influence.[136]

The United States played a leading role in the Bretton Woods[image: External link] and Yalta[image: External link] conferences with the United Kingdom, the Soviet Union and other Allies, which signed agreements on new international financial institutions and Europe's postwar reorganization. As an Allied victory was won in Europe[image: External link], a 1945 international conference[image: External link] held in San Francisco[image: External link] produced the United Nations Charter[image: External link], which became active after the war.[137] The United States developed the first nuclear weapons[image: External link] and used them on Japan in the cities of Hiroshima and Nagasaki[image: External link]; causing the Japanese to surrender[image: External link] on September 2, ending World War II.[138][139] Parades and celebrations followed in what is known as Victory Day[image: External link], or V-J Day.[140]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Cold War and civil rights era




Main articles: History of the United States (1945–64)[image: External link], History of the United States (1964–80)[image: External link], and History of the United States (1980–91)[image: External link]


Further information: Cold War, Civil Rights Movement, War on Poverty[image: External link], Space Race, and Reaganomics[image: External link]


After World War II the United States and the Soviet Union[image: External link] jockeyed for power during what became known as the Cold War, driven by an ideological divide between capitalism[image: External link] and communism[image: External link][141] and, according to the school of geopolitics[image: External link], a divide between the maritime Atlantic and the continental Eurasian camps. They dominated the military affairs of Europe[image: External link], with the U.S. and its NATO[image: External link] allies on one side and the USSR and its Warsaw Pact[image: External link] allies on the other. The U.S. developed a policy of containment[image: External link] towards the expansion of communist influence. While the U.S. and Soviet Union engaged in proxy wars[image: External link] and developed powerful nuclear arsenals, the two countries avoided direct military conflict.

The United States often opposed Third World[image: External link] movements that it viewed as Soviet-sponsored. American troops fought communist Chinese[image: External link] and North Korean[image: External link] forces in the Korean War of 1950–53.[142] The Soviet Union's 1957 launch of the first artificial satellite[image: External link] and its 1961 launch of the first manned spaceflight[image: External link] initiated a "Space Race" in which the United States became the first nation to land a man on the moon[image: External link] in 1969.[142] A proxy war in Southeast Asia eventually evolved into full American participation, as the Vietnam War.

At home, the U.S. experienced sustained economic expansion[image: External link] and a rapid growth of its population[image: External link] and middle class. Construction of an Interstate Highway System transformed the nation's infrastructure over the following decades. Millions moved from farms and inner cities[image: External link] to large suburban[image: External link] housing developments.[143][144] In 1959 Hawaii[image: External link] became the 50th and last U.S. state added to the country.[145] The growing Civil Rights Movement used nonviolence[image: External link] to confront segregation and discrimination, with Martin Luther King Jr.[image: External link] becoming a prominent leader and figurehead. A combination of court decisions and legislation, culminating in the Civil Rights Act of 1968[image: External link], sought to end racial discrimination.[146][147][148] Meanwhile, a counterculture movement[image: External link] grew which was fueled by opposition to the Vietnam war[image: External link], black nationalism[image: External link], and the sexual revolution[image: External link].

The launch of a "War on Poverty[image: External link]" expanded entitlements and welfare spending, including the creation of Medicare[image: External link] and Medicaid, two programs that provide health coverage to the elderly and poor, respectively, and the means-tested[image: External link] Food Stamp Program[image: External link] and Aid to Families with Dependent Children[image: External link].[149]

The 1970s and early 1980s saw the onset of stagflation[image: External link]. After his election in 1980, President Ronald Reagan[image: External link] responded to economic stagnation with free-market oriented reforms[image: External link]. Following the collapse of détente[image: External link], he abandoned "containment" and initiated the more aggressive " rollback[image: External link]" strategy towards the USSR.[150][151][152][153][154] After a surge in female labor participation over the previous decade, by 1985 the majority of women aged 16 and over were employed.[155]

The late 1980s brought a " thaw[image: External link]" in relations with the USSR, and its collapse in 1991 finally ended the Cold War.[156][157][158][159] This brought about unipolarity[image: External link][160] with the U.S. unchallenged as the world's dominant superpower. The concept of Pax Americana[image: External link], which had appeared in the post-World War II period, gained wide popularity as a term for the post-Cold War new world order.[image: External link]
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 Contemporary history




Main articles: History of the United States (1991–2008) and History of the United States (2008–present)


Further information: Gulf War[image: External link], September 11 attacks[image: External link], War on Terror, 2008 financial crisis[image: External link], Affordable Care Act[image: External link], and Political positions of Donald Trump[image: External link]


After the Cold War, the conflict in the Middle East triggered a crisis in 1990, when Iraq[image: External link] under Sadaam Hussein[image: External link] invaded and attempted to annex Kuwait[image: External link], an ally of the United States. Fearing that the instability would spread to other regions, President George H.W. Bush[image: External link] launched Operation Desert Shield[image: External link], a defensive force buildup in Saudi Arabia, and Operation Desert Storm[image: External link], in a staging titled the Gulf War; waged by coalition forces[image: External link] from 34 nations, led by the United States against Iraq ending in the successful expulsion of Iraqi forces from Kuwait, restoring the former monarchy.[161]

Originating in U.S. defense networks[image: External link], the Internet[image: External link] spread to international academic networks, and then to the public in the 1990s, greatly affecting the global economy, society, and culture.[162]

Due to the dot-com boom[image: External link], stable monetary policy under Alan Greenspan[image: External link], and reduced social welfare spending[image: External link], the 1990s saw the longest economic expansion[image: External link] in modern U.S. history, ending in 2001.[163] Beginning in 1994, the U.S. entered into the North American Free Trade Agreement[image: External link] (NAFTA), linking 450 million people producing $17 trillion worth of goods and services. The goal of the agreement was to eliminate trade and investment barriers among the U.S., Canada, and Mexico by January 1, 2008. Trade among the three partners has soared since NAFTA went into force.[164]

On September 11, 2001[image: External link], Al-Qaeda[image: External link] terrorists struck the World Trade Center[image: External link] in New York City and the Pentagon near Washington, D.C., killing nearly 3,000 people.[165] In response, the United States launched the War on Terror, which included war in Afghanistan and the 2003–11 Iraq War.[166][167] In 2007, the Bush administration ordered a major troop surge in the Iraq War[image: External link],[168] which successfully reduced violence and led to greater stability in the region.[169][170]

Government policy designed to promote affordable housing,[171] widespread failures in corporate and regulatory governance,[172] and historically low interest rates set by the Federal Reserve[173] led to the mid-2000s housing bubble[image: External link], which culminated with the 2008 financial crisis[image: External link], the largest economic contraction in the nation's history since the Great Depression.[174] Barack Obama[image: External link], the first African American[175] and multiracial[image: External link][176] president, was elected in 2008[image: External link] amid the crisis,[177] and subsequently passed stimulus measures[image: External link] and the Dodd-Frank Wall Street Reform and Consumer Protection Act[image: External link] in an attempt to mitigate its negative effects. While the stimulus facilitated infrastructure improvements[178] and a relative decline in unemployment,[179] Dodd-Frank has had a negative impact on business investment and small banks.[180]

In 2010, the Obama administration passed the Affordable Care Act[image: External link], which made the most sweeping reforms to the nation's healthcare system in nearly five decades, including mandates[image: External link], subsidies[image: External link] and insurance exchanges[image: External link]. The law caused a significant reduction in the number and percentage of people without health insurance, with 24 million covered during 2016,[181] but remains controversial due to its impact on healthcare costs, insurance premiums, and economic performance.[182] Although the recession reached its trough in June 2009, voters remained frustrated with the slow pace of the economic recovery. The Republicans, who stood in opposition to Obama's policies, won control of the House of Representatives with a landslide in 2010[image: External link] and control of the Senate in 2014[image: External link].[183]

American forces in Iraq were withdrawn in large numbers in 2009 and 2010, and the war in the region was declared formally over in December 2011.[184] The withdrawal caused an escalation of sectarian insurgency[image: External link],[185] leading to the rise of the Islamic State of Iraq and the Levant[image: External link], the successor of al-Qaeda in the region.[186] In 2014, Obama announced a restoration[image: External link] of full diplomatic relations with Cuba[image: External link] for the first time since 1961.[187] The next year, the United States as a member of the P5+1[image: External link] countries signed the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action[image: External link], an agreement aimed to slow the development of Iran's nuclear program[image: External link].[188]

Donald Trump[image: External link], the wealthiest president in U.S. history[image: External link] and the first president with no political or military experience prior to taking office,[189] was elected to office in the 2016 presidential election[image: External link].[190]
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 Geography, climate, and environment




Main articles: Geography of the United States, Climate of the United States[image: External link], and Environment of the United States[image: External link]


The land area of the contiguous United States is 2,959,064 square miles (7,663,940.6 km2). Alaska, separated from the contiguous United States by Canada, is the largest state at 663,268 square miles (1,717,856.2 km2). Hawaii[image: External link], occupying an archipelago in the central Pacific[image: External link], southwest of North America, is 10,931 square miles (28,311 km2) in area. The populated territories of Puerto Rico, American Samoa, Guam[image: External link], Northern Mariana Islands, and U.S. Virgin Islands together cover 9,185 square miles (23,789 km2).[191]

The United States is the world's third- or fourth-largest nation by total area[image: External link] (land and water), ranking behind Russia and Canada and just above or below China[image: External link]. The ranking varies depending on how two territories disputed by China and India are counted and how the total size of the United States is measured: calculations range from 3,676,486 square miles (9,522,055.0 km2)[192] to 3,717,813 square miles (9,629,091.5 km2)[193] to 3,796,742 square miles (9,833,516.6 km2)[10] to 3,805,927 square miles (9,857,306 km2).[11] Measured by only land area, the United States is third in size behind Russia and China, just ahead of Canada.[194]

The coastal plain of the Atlantic[image: External link] seaboard gives way further inland to deciduous[image: External link] forests and the rolling hills of the Piedmont[image: External link].[195] The Appalachian Mountains divide the eastern seaboard from the Great Lakes[image: External link] and the grasslands of the Midwest.[196] The Mississippi–Missouri River, the world's fourth longest river system[image: External link], runs mainly north–south through the heart of the country. The flat, fertile prairie[image: External link] of the Great Plains stretches to the west, interrupted by a highland region[image: External link] in the southeast.[196]

The Rocky Mountains, at the western edge of the Great Plains, extend north to south across the country, reaching altitudes higher than 14,000 feet (4,300 m) in Colorado.[197] Farther west are the rocky Great Basin[image: External link] and deserts such as the Chihuahua[image: External link] and Mojave[image: External link].[198] The Sierra Nevada[image: External link] and Cascade[image: External link] mountain ranges run close to the Pacific coast, both ranges reaching altitudes higher than 14,000 feet (4,300 m). The lowest and highest points in the contiguous United States are in the state of California,[199] and only about 84 miles (135 km) apart.[200] At an elevation of 20,310 feet (6,190.5 m), Alaska's Denali[image: External link] (Mount McKinley) is the highest peak in the country and North America.[201] Active volcanoes[image: External link] are common throughout Alaska's Alexander[image: External link] and Aleutian Islands[image: External link], and Hawaii consists of volcanic islands. The supervolcano[image: External link] underlying Yellowstone National Park[image: External link] in the Rockies[image: External link] is the continent's largest volcanic feature.[202]

The United States, with its large size and geographic variety, includes most climate types. To the east of the 100th meridian[image: External link], the climate ranges from humid continental[image: External link] in the north to humid subtropical in the south.[203] The Great Plains west of the 100th meridian are semi-arid. Much of the Western mountains have an alpine climate[image: External link]. The climate is arid in the Great Basin, desert in the Southwest, Mediterranean[image: External link] in coastal California[image: External link], and oceanic in coastal Oregon and Washington[image: External link] and southern Alaska. Most of Alaska is subarctic or polar. Hawaii and the southern tip of Florida[image: External link] are tropical, as are the populated territories in the Caribbean and the Pacific.[204] Extreme weather is not uncommon—the states bordering the Gulf of Mexico[image: External link] are prone to hurricanes[image: External link], and most of the world's tornadoes[image: External link] occur within the country, mainly in Tornado Alley[image: External link] areas in the Midwest and South.[205]
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 Wildlife




Main articles: Fauna of the United States[image: External link] and Flora of the United States[image: External link]


See also: Category:Biota of the United States[image: External link]


The U.S. ecology is megadiverse[image: External link]: about 17,000 species of vascular plants[image: External link] occur in the contiguous United States and Alaska, and over 1,800 species of flowering plants[image: External link] are found in Hawaii, few of which occur on the mainland.[207] The United States is home to 428 mammal species, 784 bird species, 311 reptile species, and 295 amphibian species.[208] About 91,000 insect species have been described.[209] The bald eagle[image: External link] is both the national bird[image: External link] and national animal[image: External link] of the United States, and is an enduring symbol of the country itself.[210]

There are 58 national parks and hundreds of other federally managed parks, forests, and wilderness[image: External link] areas.[211] Altogether, the government owns about 28% of the country's land area.[212] Most of this is protected[image: External link], though some is leased for oil and gas drilling, mining, logging, or cattle ranching; about .86% is used for military purposes.[213][214]

Environmental issues[image: External link] have been on the national agenda since 1970. Environmental controversies include debates on oil and nuclear energy[image: External link], dealing with air and water pollution, the economic costs of protecting wildlife, logging and deforestation[image: External link],[215][216] and international responses to global warming.[217][218] Many federal and state agencies are involved. The most prominent is the Environmental Protection Agency[image: External link] (EPA), created by presidential order in 1970.[219] The idea of wilderness has shaped the management of public lands since 1964, with the Wilderness Act.[220] The Endangered Species Act[image: External link] of 1973 is intended to protect threatened and endangered species and their habitats, which are monitored by the United States Fish and Wildlife Service[image: External link].[221]
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 Demographics




Main articles: Demography of the United States[image: External link], Americans, List of U.S. states by population density[image: External link], and List of United States cities by population
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	Historical population



	Census
	Pop.
	
	%±



	1790[image: External link]
	3,929,214
	
	—



	1800
	5,308,483
	
	35.1%



	1810
	7,239,881
	
	36.4%



	1820
	9,638,453
	
	33.1%



	1830
	12,866,020
	
	33.5%



	1840
	17,069,453
	
	32.7%



	1850
	23,191,876
	
	35.9%



	1860
	31,443,321
	
	35.6%



	1870
	38,558,371
	
	22.6%



	1880
	50,189,209
	
	30.2%



	1890
	62,979,766
	
	25.5%



	1900
	76,212,168
	
	21.0%



	1910
	92,228,496
	
	21.0%



	1920
	106,021,537
	
	15.0%



	1930
	123,202,624
	
	16.2%



	1940
	132,164,569
	
	7.3%



	1950
	151,325,798
	
	14.5%



	1960
	179,323,175
	
	18.5%



	1970
	203,211,926
	
	13.3%



	1980
	226,545,805
	
	11.5%



	1990
	248,709,873
	
	9.8%



	2000
	281,421,906
	
	13.2%



	2010
	308,745,538
	
	9.7%



	Est. 2017[222]
	324,600,000
	
	5.1%



	1610-1780 population data.[223]

Note that the census numbers do

not include Native Americans[image: External link] until 1860.[224]




The U.S. Census Bureau estimated the country's population to be 323,425,550 as of April 25, 2016, and to be adding 1 person (net gain) every 13 seconds, or about 6,646 people per day.[226] The U.S. population almost quadrupled during the 20th century, from about 76 million in 1900.[227] The third most populous nation in the world, after China[image: External link] and India, the United States is the only major industrialized nation in which large population increases are projected.[228] In the 1800s the average woman had 7.04 children, by the 1900s this number had decreased to 3.56.[229] Since the early 1970s the birth rate has been below the replacement rate of 2.1 with 1.86 children per woman in 2014. Foreign born immigration has caused the US population to continue its rapid increase with the foreign born population doubling from almost 20 million in 1990 to over 40 million in 2010, representing one third of the population increase.[230] The foreign born population reached 45 million in 2015.[231][fn 8]

The United States has a birth rate of 13 per 1,000, which is 5 births below the world average.[235] Its population growth[image: External link] rate is positive at 0.7%, higher than that of many developed nations[image: External link].[236] In fiscal year 2012, over one million immigrants[image: External link] (most of whom entered through family reunification[image: External link]) were granted legal residence[image: External link].[237] Mexico[image: External link] has been the leading source of new residents since the 1965 Immigration Act[image: External link]. China, India, and the Philippines[image: External link] have been in the top four sending countries every year since the 1990s.[238] As of 2012, approximately 11.4 million residents are illegal immigrants.[239] As of 2015, 47% of all immigrants are Hispanic, 26% are Asian, 18% are white and 8% are black. The percentage of immigrants who are Asian is increasing while the percentage who are Hispanic is decreasing.[231]

According to a survey conducted by the Williams Institute, nine million Americans, or roughly 3.4% of the adult population identify themselves as homosexual[image: External link], bisexual[image: External link], or transgender[image: External link].[240][241] A 2016 Gallup[image: External link] poll also concluded that 4.1% of adult Americans identified as LGBT[image: External link]. The highest percentage came from the District of Columbia (10%), while the lowest state was North Dakota at 1.7%.[242] In a 2013 survey, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention found that 96.6% of Americans identify as straight, while 1.6% identify as gay or lesbian, and 0.7% identify as being bisexual.[243]

In 2010, the U.S. population included an estimated 5.2 million people with some American Indian[image: External link] or Alaska Native[image: External link] ancestry (2.9 million exclusively of such ancestry) and 1.2 million with some native Hawaiian[image: External link] or Pacific island[image: External link] ancestry (0.5 million exclusively).[244] The census counted more than 19 million people of "Some Other Race" who were "unable to identify with any" of its five official race categories in 2010, over 18.5 million (97%) of whom are of Hispanic ethnicity.[244]

The population growth of Hispanic and Latino Americans[image: External link] (the terms are officially interchangeable) is a major demographic trend[image: External link]. The 50.5 million Americans of Hispanic descent[244] are identified as sharing a distinct " ethnicity[image: External link]" by the Census Bureau; 64% of Hispanic Americans are of Mexican descent[image: External link].[245] Between 2000 and 2010, the country's Hispanic population increased 43% while the non-Hispanic population rose just 4.9%.[246] Much of this growth is from immigration; in 2007, 12.6% of the U.S. population was foreign-born[image: External link], with 54% of that figure born in Latin America[image: External link].[247][fn 9]

About 82% of Americans live in urban areas (including suburbs);[10] about half of those reside in cities with populations over 50,000.[253] The US has numerous clusters of cities known as megaregions, the largest being the Great Lakes Megalopolis[image: External link] followed by the Northeast Megalopolis[image: External link] and Southern California[image: External link]. In 2008, 273 incorporated municipalities had populations over 100,000, nine cities had more than one million residents, and four global cities[image: External link] had over two million (New York[image: External link], Los Angeles[image: External link], Chicago[image: External link], and Houston[image: External link]).[254] There are 52 metropolitan areas with populations greater than one million.[255] Of the 50 fastest-growing metro areas, 47 are in the West or South.[256] The metro areas of San Bernardino[image: External link], Dallas[image: External link], Houston, Atlanta[image: External link], and Phoenix[image: External link] all grew by more than a million people between 2000 and 2008.[255]
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Main article: Languages of the United States


See also: Language Spoken at Home in the United States of America[image: External link], List of endangered languages in the United States[image: External link], and Language education in the United States[image: External link]




	Languages spoken at home by more than 1 million persons in the U.S. (2015)[260]




	Language
	Percent of

population
	Number of

speakers
	Number who

speak English

very well
	Number who

speak English

less than

very well



	English[image: External link] (only)
	~80%
	236,908,935
	N/A
	N/A



	Spanish[image: External link]

(including Spanish Creole[image: External link] but excluding Puerto Rico)
	12%
	40,045,795
	23,608,139
	16,437,140



	Chinese[image: External link]

(all varieties)
	0.9%
	3,333,588
	1,476,392
	1,857,196



	French[image: External link]

(including Patois[image: External link], Cajun[image: External link] and Haitian Creole[image: External link])
	0.6%
	2,129,815
	1,519,024
	610,791



	Tagalog[image: External link]

(including Filipino[image: External link])
	0.5%
	1,737,186
	1,173,917
	563,269



	Vietnamese[image: External link]
	0.4%
	1,468,251
	602,788
	865,463



	Hindustani[image: External link]

(including Hindi[image: External link] and Urdu[image: External link])
	0.4%
	1,294,209
	980,600
	313,609



	Arabic[image: External link]

(all varieties)
	0.3%
	1,156,908
	726,768
	430,140



	Korean[image: External link]
	0.3%
	1,108,798
	518,690
	590,108



	German[image: External link]

(including Yiddish[image: External link])
	0.3%
	1,103,255
	903,091
	200,164




English[image: External link] (American English[image: External link]) is the de facto national language[image: External link]. Although there is no official language[image: External link] at the federal level, some laws—such as U.S. naturalization requirements[image: External link]—standardize English. In 2010, about 230 million, or 80% of the population aged five years and older, spoke only English at home. Spanish, spoken by 12% of the population at home, is the second most common language and the most widely taught second language.[261][262] Some Americans advocate making English the country's official language, as it is in 32 states.[263]

Both Hawaiian[image: External link] and English are official languages in Hawaii[image: External link], by state law.[264] Alaska recognizes twenty Native languages[image: External link] as well as English.[265] While neither has an official language, New Mexico has laws providing for the use of both English and Spanish, as Louisiana[image: External link] does for English and French.[266] Other states, such as California, mandate the publication of Spanish versions of certain government documents including court forms.[267] Many jurisdictions with large numbers of non-English speakers produce government materials, especially voting information, in the most commonly spoken languages in those jurisdictions.

Several insular territories grant official recognition to their native languages, along with English: Samoan[image: External link][268] and Chamorro[image: External link][269] are recognized by American Samoa and Guam[image: External link], respectively; Carolinian[image: External link] and Chamorro are recognized by the Northern Mariana Islands;[270] Cherokee[image: External link] is officially recognized by the Cherokee Nation[image: External link] within the Cherokee tribal jurisdiction area in eastern Oklahoma;[271] Spanish is an official language of Puerto Rico and is more widely spoken than English there.[272]

According to the Center for Immigration Studies[image: External link], Arabic[image: External link] and Urdu[image: External link] are the fastest-growing foreign languages spoken in American households. In recent years, Arabic-speaking residents increased by 29%, Urdu by 23% and Persian[image: External link] by 9%.[273]

The most widely taught foreign languages[image: External link] in the United States, in terms of enrollment numbers from kindergarten through university undergraduate studies, are: Spanish (around 7.2 million students), French (1.5 million), and German (500,000). Other commonly taught languages (with 100,000 to 250,000 learners) include Latin[image: External link], Japanese[image: External link], American Sign Language, Italian[image: External link], and Chinese[image: External link].[274][275] 18% of all Americans claim to speak at least one language in addition to English.[276]
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Main article: Religion in the United States


See also: History of religion in the United States[image: External link], Freedom of religion in the United States[image: External link], Separation of church and state in the United States, and List of religious movements that began in the United States[image: External link]




	Religious affiliation in the U.S. (2014)



	Affiliation
	 % of U.S. population



	Christian[image: External link]
	70.6
	
 





	Protestant[image: External link]
	46.5
	
 





	Evangelical Protestant[image: External link]
	25.4
	
 





	Mainline Protestant[image: External link]
	14.7
	
 





	Black church[image: External link]
	6.5
	
 





	Catholic
	20.8
	
 





	Mormon
	1.6
	
 





	Jehovah's Witnesses[image: External link]
	0.8
	
 





	Eastern Orthodox
	0.5
	
 





	Other Christian
	0.4
	
 





	Jewish
	1.9
	
 





	Muslim
	0.9
	
 





	Buddhist
	0.7
	
 





	Hindu
	0.7
	
 





	Other faiths
	1.8
	
 





	Irreligious[image: External link]
	22.8
	
 





	Nothing in particular
	15.8
	
 





	Agnostic[image: External link]
	4.0
	
 





	Atheist[image: External link]
	3.1
	
 





	Don't know or refused answer
	0.6
	
 






The First Amendment[image: External link] of the U.S. Constitution guarantees the free exercise[image: External link] of religion and forbids Congress from passing laws respecting its establishment[image: External link].

Christianity[image: External link] is by far the most common religion practiced in the U.S., but other religions are followed, too. In a 2013 survey, 56% of Americans said that religion played a "very important role in their lives", a far higher figure than that of any other wealthy nation.[277] In a 2009 Gallup poll, 42% of Americans said that they attended church weekly or almost weekly; the figures ranged from a low of 23% in Vermont[image: External link] to a high of 63% in Mississippi.[278]

As with other Western countries, the U.S. is becoming less religious. Irreligion[image: External link] is growing rapidly among Americans under 30.[279] Polls show that overall American confidence in organized religion has been declining since the mid to late 1980s,[280] and that younger Americans in particular are becoming increasingly irreligious.[9][281] According to a 2012 study, Protestant share of U.S. population dropped to 48%, thus ending its status as religious category of the majority for the first time.[282][283] Americans with no religion have 1.7 children compared to 2.2 among Christians. The unaffiliated are less likely to get married with 37% marrying compared to 52% of Christians.[284]

According to a 2014 survey, 70.6% of adults identified themselves as Christian[image: External link],[285] Protestant[image: External link] denominations accounted for 46.5%, while Roman Catholicism[image: External link], at 20.8%, was the largest individual denomination.[286] The total reporting non-Christian religions in 2014 was 5.9%.[286] Other religions include Judaism[image: External link] (1.9%), Islam[image: External link] (0.9%), Buddhism[image: External link] (0.7%), Hinduism[image: External link] (0.7%).[286] The survey also reported that 22.8% of Americans described themselves as agnostic[image: External link], atheist[image: External link] or simply having no religion[image: External link], up from 8.2% in 1990.[286][287][288] There are also Unitarian Universalist[image: External link], Baha'i[image: External link], Sikh[image: External link], Jain[image: External link], Shinto[image: External link], Confucian[image: External link], Taoist[image: External link], Druid[image: External link], Native American[image: External link], Wiccan[image: External link], humanist[image: External link] and deist[image: External link] communities.[289]

Protestantism[image: External link] is the largest Christian religious grouping in the United States. Baptists collectively form the largest branch of Protestantism, and the Southern Baptist Convention[image: External link] is the largest individual Protestant denomination. About 26% of Americans identify as Evangelical Protestants[image: External link], while 15% are Mainline and 7% belong to a traditionally Black church. Roman Catholicism[image: External link] in the United States has its origin in the Spanish[image: External link] and French[image: External link] colonization of the Americas, and later grew because of Irish, Italian, Polish, German and Hispanic immigration. Rhode Island has the highest percentage of Catholics with 40 percent of the total population.[290] Lutheranism in the U.S. has its origin in immigration from Northern Europe[image: External link] and Germany[image: External link]. North and South Dakota are the only states in which a plurality of the population is Lutheran. Presbyterianism was introduced in North America by Scottish[image: External link] and Ulster Scots[image: External link] immigrants. Although it has spread across the United States, it is heavily concentrated on the East Coast. Dutch Reformed[image: External link] congregations were founded first in New Amsterdam[image: External link] (New York City) before spreading westward. Utah is the only state where Mormonism[image: External link] is the religion of the majority of the population. The Mormon Corridor[image: External link] also extends to parts of Idaho, Nevada and Wyoming.[291]

The Bible Belt[image: External link] is an informal term for a region in the Southern United States in which socially conservative Evangelical Protestantism is a significant part of the culture and Christian church attendance across the denominations is generally higher than the nation's average. By contrast, religion plays the least important role in New England and in the Western United States.[278]
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 Family structure




Main article: Family structure in the United States


As of 2007, 58% of Americans age 18 and over were married, 6% were widowed, 10% were divorced, and 25% had never been married.[292] Women now work mostly outside the home and receive a majority of bachelor's degrees.[293]

The U.S. teenage pregnancy[image: External link] rate is 26.5 per 1,000 women. The rate has declined by 57% since 1991.[294] In 2013, the highest teenage birth rate was in Alabama, and the lowest in Wyoming.[294][295] Abortion is legal throughout the U.S., owing to Roe v. Wade[image: External link], a 1973 landmark decision[image: External link] by the Supreme Court of the United States. While the abortion rate is falling, the abortion ratio of 241 per 1,000 live births and abortion rate of 15 per 1,000 women aged 15–44 remain higher than those of most Western nations.[296] In 2013, the average age at first birth was 26 and 40.6% of births were to unmarried women.[297]

The total fertility rate[image: External link] (TFR) was estimated for 2013 at 1.86 births per woman.[298] Adoption in the United States[image: External link] is common and relatively easy from a legal point of view (compared to other Western countries).[299] In 2001, with over 127,000 adoptions, the U.S. accounted for nearly half of the total number of adoptions worldwide.[300] Same-sex marriage is legal nationwide and it is legal for same-sex couples to adopt.[image: External link] Polygamy[image: External link] is illegal throughout the U.S.[301]
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 Government and politics




Main articles: Federal government of the United States, State governments of the United States, Local government in the United States, and Elections in the United States


The United States is the world's oldest surviving federation[image: External link]. It is a constitutional republic[image: External link] and representative democracy[image: External link], "in which majority rule[image: External link] is tempered by minority rights[image: External link] protected by law".[302] The government is regulated by a system of checks and balances[image: External link] defined by the U.S. Constitution, which serves as the country's supreme legal document.[303] For 2016, the U.S. ranked 21st on the Democracy Index[image: External link][304] (tied with Italy[image: External link]) and 18th on the Corruption Perceptions Index[image: External link].[305]

In the American federalist system[image: External link], citizens are usually subject to three levels of government: federal, state, and local. The local government's duties are commonly split between county and municipal governments[image: External link]. In almost all cases, executive and legislative officials are elected by a plurality vote[image: External link] of citizens by district. There is no proportional representation[image: External link] at the federal level, and it is rare at lower levels.[306]

The federal government is composed of three branches:


	
Legislative[image: External link]: The bicameral[image: External link] Congress, made up of the Senate and the House of Representatives, makes federal law[image: External link], declares war[image: External link], approves treaties, has the power of the purse[image: External link],[307] and has the power of impeachment[image: External link], by which it can remove sitting members of the government.[308]


	
Executive[image: External link]: The President is the commander-in-chief[image: External link] of the military, can veto legislative bills[image: External link] before they become law (subject to Congressional override), and appoints the members of the Cabinet (subject to Senate approval) and other officers, who administer and enforce federal laws and policies.[309]


	
Judicial[image: External link]: The Supreme Court and lower federal courts, whose judges are appointed by the President with Senate approval, interpret laws and overturn those they find unconstitutional[image: External link].[310]




The House of Representatives has 435 voting members, each representing a congressional district[image: External link] for a two-year term. House seats are apportioned[image: External link] among the states by population every tenth year. At the 2010 census, seven states had the minimum of one representative, while California, the most populous state, had 53.[312]

The Senate has 100 members with each state having two senators, elected at-large[image: External link] to six-year terms; one third of Senate seats are up for election every other year. The President serves a four-year term and may be elected to the office no more than twice[image: External link]. The President is not elected by direct vote[image: External link], but by an indirect electoral college[image: External link] system in which the determining votes are apportioned to the states and the District of Columbia.[313] The Supreme Court, led by the Chief Justice of the United States[image: External link], has nine members, who serve for life.[314]

The state governments are structured in roughly similar fashion; Nebraska uniquely has a unicameral[image: External link] legislature.[315] The governor (chief executive) of each state is directly elected. Some state judges and cabinet officers are appointed by the governors of the respective states, while others are elected by popular vote.

The original text of the Constitution establishes the structure and responsibilities of the federal government and its relationship with the individual states. Article One protects the right to the "great writ" of habeas corpus[image: External link]. The Constitution has been amended 27 times;[316] the first ten amendments, which make up the Bill of Rights, and the Fourteenth Amendment[image: External link] form the central basis of Americans' individual rights. All laws and governmental procedures are subject to judicial review[image: External link] and any law ruled by the courts to be in violation of the Constitution is voided. The principle of judicial review, not explicitly mentioned in the Constitution, was established by the Supreme Court in Marbury v. Madison[image: External link] (1803)[317] in a decision handed down by Chief Justice John Marshall[image: External link].[318]
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 Political divisions




Main articles: Political divisions of the United States, U.S. state, Territories of the United States, List of states and territories of the United States, and Indian reservation


Further information: Territorial evolution of the United States[image: External link] and United States territorial acquisitions


The United States is a federal republic of 50 states, a federal district, five territories and eleven uninhabited island possessions.[320] The states and territories are the principal administrative districts in the country. These are divided into subdivisions of counties and independent cities. The District of Columbia is a federal district which contains the capital of the United States, Washington DC.[321] The states and the District of Columbia choose the President of the United States. Each state has presidential electors equal to the number of their Representatives and Senators in Congress; the District of Columbia has three.[322]

Congressional Districts are reapportioned among the states following each decennial Census of Population. Each state then draws single member districts to conform with the census apportionment. The total number of Representatives is 435, and delegate Members of Congress represent the District of Columbia and the five major U.S. territories.[323]

The United States also observes tribal sovereignty[image: External link] of the American Indian nations to a limited degree, as it does with the states' sovereignty. American Indians are U.S. citizens and tribal lands are subject to the jurisdiction of the U.S. Congress and the federal courts. Like the states they have a great deal of autonomy, but also like the states tribes are not allowed to make war, engage in their own foreign relations, or print and issue currency.[324]
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 Parties and elections




Main articles: Politics of the United States and Political ideologies in the United States


The United States has operated under a two-party system[image: External link] for most of its history.[326] For elective offices at most levels, state-administered primary elections[image: External link] choose the major party nominees[image: External link] for subsequent general elections[image: External link]. Since the general election of 1856[image: External link], the major parties have been the Democratic Party[image: External link], founded in 1824[image: External link], and the Republican Party[image: External link], founded in 1854[image: External link]. Since the Civil War, only one third-party presidential candidate—former president Theodore Roosevelt[image: External link], running as a Progressive[image: External link] in 1912[image: External link]—has won as much as 20% of the popular vote. The President and Vice-president are elected through the Electoral College[image: External link] system.[327]

Within American political culture[image: External link], the center-right[image: External link] Republican Party is considered " conservative[image: External link]" and the center-left[image: External link] Democratic Party is considered " liberal[image: External link]".[328][329] The states of the Northeast[image: External link] and West Coast[image: External link] and some of the Great Lakes states, known as "blue states", are relatively liberal. The "red states[image: External link]" of the South[image: External link] and parts of the Great Plains[image: External link] and Rocky Mountains[image: External link] are relatively conservative.

Republican[image: External link] Donald Trump[image: External link], the winner of the 2016 presidential election[image: External link], is currently serving as the 45th President of the United States.[330] Current leadership in the Senate includes Republican Vice President Mike Pence[image: External link], Republican President Pro Tempore (Pro Tem) Orrin Hatch[image: External link], Majority Leader[image: External link] Mitch McConnell[image: External link], and Minority Leader Chuck Schumer[image: External link].[331] Leadership in the House includes Speaker of the House Paul Ryan[image: External link], Majority Leader[image: External link] Kevin McCarthy[image: External link], and Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi[image: External link].[332]

In the 115th United States Congress[image: External link], both the House of Representatives and the Senate are controlled by the Republican Party. The Senate currently consists of 52 Republicans, and 46 Democrats with 2 Independents who caucus with the Democrats; the House consists of 241 Republicans and 194 Democrats.[333] In state governorships, there are 33 Republicans, 16 Democrats and 1 Independent.[334] Among the DC mayor and the 5 territorial governors, there are 2 Republicans, 1 Democrat, 1 New Progressive[image: External link], and 2 Independents.[335]
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 Foreign relations




Main articles: Foreign relations of the United States and Foreign policy of the United States[image: External link]


The United States has an established structure of foreign relations. It is a permanent member of the United Nations Security Council[image: External link], and New York City is home to the United Nations Headquarters[image: External link]. It is a member of the G7[image: External link],[337] G20[image: External link], and Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development[image: External link]. Almost all countries have embassies in Washington, D.C., and many have consulates[image: External link] around the country. Likewise, nearly all nations host American diplomatic missions[image: External link]. However, Iran[image: External link], North Korea[image: External link], Bhutan[image: External link], and the Republic of China[image: External link] (Taiwan) do not have formal diplomatic relations with the United States (although the U.S. still maintains relations with Taiwan and supplies it with military equipment[image: External link]).[338]

The United States has a "Special Relationship[image: External link]" with the United Kingdom[image: External link][339] and strong ties with Canada[image: External link],[340] Australia[image: External link],[341] New Zealand[image: External link],[342] the Philippines[image: External link],[343] Japan[image: External link],[344] South Korea[image: External link],[345] Israel[image: External link],[346] and several European Union[image: External link] countries, including France[image: External link], Italy[image: External link], Germany[image: External link], and Spain[image: External link]. It works closely with fellow NATO[image: External link] members on military and security issues and with its neighbors through the Organization of American States and free trade agreements[image: External link] such as the trilateral North American Free Trade Agreement[image: External link] with Canada and Mexico[image: External link]. In 2008, the United States spent a net $25.4 billion on official development assistance[image: External link], the most in the world. As a share of America's large gross national income[image: External link] (GNI), however, the U.S. contribution of 0.18% ranked last among 22 donor states. By contrast, private overseas giving by Americans is relatively generous.[347]

The U.S. exercises full international defense authority and responsibility for three sovereign nations through Compact of Free Association[image: External link] with Micronesia[image: External link], the Marshall Islands and Palau. These are Pacific island nations, once part of the U.S.-administered Trust Territory of the Pacific Islands[image: External link] after World War II, which gained independence in subsequent years.[348]
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 Government finance




See also: Taxation in the United States and United States federal budget


Taxes in the United States are levied at the federal, state and local government level. These include taxes on income, payroll, property, sales, imports, estates and gifts, as well as various fees. In 2010 taxes collected by federal, state and municipal governments amounted to 24.8% of GDP[image: External link].[350] During FY2012, the federal government collected approximately $2.45 trillion in tax revenue, up $147 billion or 6% versus FY2011 revenues of $2.30 trillion. Primary receipt categories included individual income taxes ($1,132B or 47%), Social Security/Social Insurance taxes ($845B or 35%), and corporate taxes ($242B or 10%).[351] Based on CBO estimates,[352] under 2013 tax law the top 1% will be paying the highest average tax rates since 1979, while other income groups will remain at historic lows.[353]

U.S. taxation is generally progressive[image: External link], especially the federal income taxes, and is among the most progressive in the developed world.[354][355][356][357][358] The highest 10% of income earners pay a majority of federal taxes,[359] and about half of all taxes.[360] Payroll taxes for Social Security are a flat regressive tax[image: External link], with no tax charged on income above $118,500 (for 2015 and 2016) and no tax at all paid on unearned income[image: External link] from things such as stocks and capital gains.[361][362] The historic reasoning for the regressive nature of the payroll tax is that entitlement programs have not been viewed as welfare transfers.[363][364] However, according to the Congressional Budget Office[image: External link] the net effect of Social Security is that the benefit to tax ratio ranges from roughly 70% for the top earnings quintile to about 170% for the lowest earning quintile, making the system progressive.[365]

The top 10% paid 51.8% of total federal taxes in 2009, and the top 1%, with 13.4% of pre-tax national income, paid 22.3% of federal taxes.[366] In 2013 the Tax Policy Center projected total federal effective tax rates of 35.5% for the top 1%, 27.2% for the top quintile, 13.8% for the middle quintile, and −2.7% for the bottom quintile.[367][368] The incidence[image: External link] of corporate income tax[image: External link] has been a matter of considerable ongoing controversy for decades.[357][369] State and local taxes vary widely, but are generally less progressive than federal taxes as they rely heavily on broadly borne regressive[image: External link] sales and property taxes that yield less volatile revenue streams, though their consideration does not eliminate the progressive nature of overall taxation.[357][370]

During FY 2012, the federal government spent $3.54 trillion on a budget or cash basis, down $60 billion or 1.7% vs. FY 2011 spending of $3.60 trillion. Major categories of FY 2012 spending included: Medicare & Medicaid ($802B or 23% of spending), Social Security ($768B or 22%), Defense Department ($670B or 19%), non-defense discretionary ($615B or 17%), other mandatory ($461B or 13%) and interest ($223B or 6%).[351]

The total national debt of the United States[image: External link] in the United States was $18.527 trillion (106% of the GDP) in 2014.[371][fn 11]
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 Military




Main article: United States Armed Forces[image: External link]


The President holds the title of commander-in-chief[image: External link] of the nation's armed forces and appoints its leaders, the Secretary of Defense[image: External link] and the Joint Chiefs of Staff[image: External link]. The United States Department of Defense[image: External link] administers the armed forces, including the Army[image: External link], Marine Corps, Navy[image: External link], and Air Force. The Coast Guard is run by the Department of Homeland Security[image: External link] in peacetime and by the Department of the Navy[image: External link] during times of war. In 2008, the armed forces had 1.4 million personnel on active duty. The Reserves[image: External link] and National Guard brought the total number of troops to 2.3 million. The Department of Defense also employed about 700,000 civilians, not including contractors.[376]

Military service is voluntary, though conscription[image: External link] may occur in wartime through the Selective Service System[image: External link].[377] American forces can be rapidly deployed by the Air Force's large fleet of transport aircraft, the Navy's 10 active aircraft carriers[image: External link], and Marine expeditionary units[image: External link] at sea with the Navy's Atlantic and[image: External link] Pacific fleets[image: External link]. The military operates 865 bases and facilities abroad,[378] and maintains deployments greater than 100 active duty personnel[image: External link] in 25 foreign countries.[379]

The military budget of the United States[image: External link] in 2011 was more than $700 billion, 41% of global military spending and equal to the next 14 largest national military expenditures combined. At 4.7% of GDP, the rate was the second-highest among the top 15 military spenders, after Saudi Arabia[image: External link].[380] U.S. defense spending as a percentage of GDP ranked 23rd globally in 2012 according to the CIA.[381] Defense's share of U.S. spending has generally declined in recent decades, from Cold War peaks of 14.2% of GDP in 1953 and 69.5% of federal outlays in 1954 to 4.7% of GDP and 18.8% of federal outlays in 2011.[382]

The proposed base Department of Defense budget[image: External link] for 2012, $553 billion, was a 4.2% increase over 2011; an additional $118 billion was proposed for the military campaigns in Iraq and Afghanistan.[383] The last American troops serving in Iraq departed in December 2011;[384] 4,484 service members were killed during the Iraq War.[385] Approximately 90,000 U.S. troops were serving in Afghanistan in April 2012;[386] by November 8, 2013 2,285 had been killed during the War in Afghanistan.[387]
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 Law enforcement and crime




Main articles: Law enforcement in the United States[image: External link] and Crime in the United States


See also: Law of the United States, Second Amendment to the United States Constitution, Human rights in the United States § Justice system[image: External link], Incarceration in the United States, and Capital punishment in the United States


Law enforcement in the United States is primarily the responsibility of local police and sheriff[image: External link]'s departments, with state police[image: External link] providing broader services. The New York City Police Department[image: External link] (NYPD) is the largest in the country. Federal agencies such as the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) and the U.S. Marshals Service[image: External link] have specialized duties, including protecting civil rights[image: External link], national security[image: External link] and enforcing U.S. federal courts[image: External link]' rulings and federal laws.[389] At the federal level and in almost every state, a legal system operates on a common law[image: External link]. State courts conduct most criminal trials; federal courts handle certain designated crimes as well as certain appeals from the state criminal courts. Plea bargaining in the United States[image: External link] is very common; the vast majority of criminal cases in the country are settled by plea bargain[image: External link] rather than jury trial[image: External link].[390]

In 2015, there were 15,696 murders which was 1,532 more than in 2014, a 10.8 per cent increase, the largest since 1971.[391] The murder rate in 2015 was 4.9 per 100,000 people.[392] The national clearance rate[image: External link] for homicides in 2015 was 64.1%, compared to 90% in 1965.[393] In 2012 there were 4.7 murders per 100,000 persons in the United States, a 54% decline from the modern peak of 10.2 in 1980.[394] In 2001–2, the United States had above-average levels of violent crime and particularly high levels of gun violence[image: External link] compared to other developed nations.[395] A cross-sectional analysis of the World Health Organization[image: External link] Mortality Database from 2003 showed that United States "homicide rates were 6.9 times higher than rates in the other high-income countries, driven by firearm homicide rates that were 19.5 times higher."[396][needs update[image: External link]] Gun ownership rights continue to be the subject of contentious political debate.

From 1980 through 2008 males represented 77% of homicide victims and 90% of offenders. Blacks committed 52.5% of all homicides during that span, at a rate almost eight times that of whites ("whites" includes most Hispanics), and were victimized at a rate six times that of whites. Most homicides were intraracial, with 93% of black victims killed by blacks and 84% of white victims killed by whites.[397] In 2012, Louisiana had the highest rate of murder and non-negligent manslaughter in the U.S., and New Hampshire the lowest.[398] The FBI's Uniform Crime Reports[image: External link] estimates that there were 3,246 violent and property crimes per 100,000 residents in 2012, for a total of over 9 million total crimes.[399]

Capital punishment[image: External link] is sanctioned in the United States for certain federal and military crimes, and used in 31 states.[400][401] No executions took place from 1967 to 1977, owing in part to a U.S. Supreme Court ruling[image: External link] striking down arbitrary imposition of the death penalty. In 1976, that Court ruled that, under appropriate circumstances, capital punishment may constitutionally be imposed. Since the decision there have been more than 1,300 executions, a majority of these taking place in three states: Texas, Virginia, and Oklahoma.[402] Meanwhile, several states[image: External link] have either abolished or struck down death penalty laws. In 2015, the country had the fifth-highest number of executions in the world, following China, Iran[image: External link], Pakistan and Saudi Arabia[image: External link].[403]

The United States has the highest documented incarceration rate[image: External link] and total prison population in the world.[404] At the start of 2008, more than 2.3 million people were incarcerated, more than one in every 100 adults.[405] In December 2012, the combined U.S. adult correctional systems supervised about 6,937,600 offenders. About 1 in every 35 adult residents in the United States was under some form of correctional supervision in December 2012, the lowest rate observed since 1997.[406] The prison population has quadrupled since 1980,[407] and state and local spending on prisons and jails has grown three times as much as that spent on public education during the same period.[408] However, the imprisonment rate for all prisoners sentenced to more than a year in state or federal facilities is 478 per 100,000 in 2013[409] and the rate for pre-trial/remand prisoners is 153 per 100,000 residents in 2012.[410] The country's high rate of incarceration is largely due to changes in sentencing guidelines[image: External link] and drug policies.[411] According to the Federal Bureau of Prisons[image: External link], the majority of inmates held in federal prisons are convicted of drug offenses.[412] The privatization of prisons[image: External link] and prison services which began in the 1980s has been a subject of debate.[413][414] In 2008, Louisiana had the highest incarceration rate[image: External link],[415] and Maine the lowest.[416]
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 Economy




Main article: Economy of the United States[image: External link]


See also: Economic history of the United States


The United States has a capitalist[image: External link] mixed economy[image: External link][425] which is fueled by abundant natural resources[image: External link] and high productivity.[426] According to the International Monetary Fund[image: External link], the U.S. GDP of $16.8 trillion constitutes 24% of the gross world product[image: External link] at market exchange rates and over 19% of the gross world product at purchasing power parity[image: External link] (PPP).[427]

The US's nominal GDP is estimated to be $17.528 trillion as of 2014[428] From 1983 to 2008, U.S. real compounded annual GDP growth was 3.3%, compared to a 2.3% weighted average for the rest of the G7[image: External link].[429] The country ranks ninth in the world in nominal GDP per capita[image: External link] and sixth in GDP per capita at PPP[image: External link].[427] The U.S. dollar[image: External link] is the world's primary reserve currency[image: External link].[430]

The United States is the largest importer[image: External link] of goods and second-largest exporter[image: External link], though exports per capita[image: External link] are relatively low. In 2010, the total U.S. trade deficit[image: External link] was $635 billion.[431] Canada, China[image: External link], Mexico[image: External link], Japan[image: External link], and Germany[image: External link] are its top trading partners.[432] In 2010, oil was the largest import commodity, while transportation equipment was the country's largest export.[431] Japan is the largest foreign holder of U.S. public debt.[433] The largest holder of the U.S. debt are American entities, including federal government accounts and the Federal Reserve, who hold the majority of the debt.[434][435][436][437][fn 12]

In 2009, the private sector was estimated to constitute 86.4% of the economy, with federal government activity accounting for 4.3% and state and local government activity (including federal transfers) the remaining 9.3%.[440] The number of employees at all levels of government outnumber those in manufacturing by 1.7 to 1.[441] While its economy has reached a postindustrial[image: External link] level of development and its service sector[image: External link] constitutes 67.8% of GDP, the United States remains an industrial power.[442] The leading business field by gross business receipts is wholesale and retail trade; by net income it is manufacturing.[443] In the franchising[image: External link] business model, McDonald's[image: External link] and Subway[image: External link] are the two most recognized brands in the world. Coca-Cola[image: External link] is the most recognized soft drink[image: External link] company in the world.[444]

Chemical products are the leading manufacturing field.[445] The United States is the largest producer of oil in the world, as well as its second-largest importer.[446] It is the world's number one producer of electrical and nuclear energy, as well as liquid natural gas[image: External link], sulfur[image: External link], phosphates, and salt[image: External link]. The National Mining Association[image: External link] provides data pertaining to coal[image: External link] and minerals[image: External link] that include beryllium[image: External link], copper[image: External link], lead[image: External link], magnesium[image: External link], zinc[image: External link], titanium[image: External link] and others.[447][448]

Agriculture accounts for just under 1% of GDP,[442] yet the United States is the world's top producer of corn[449] and soybeans.[450] The National Agricultural Statistics Service[image: External link] maintains agricultural statistics for products that include peanuts[image: External link], oats[image: External link], rye[image: External link], wheat[image: External link], rice[image: External link], cotton[image: External link], corn[image: External link], barley[image: External link], hay[image: External link], sunflowers[image: External link], and oilseeds[image: External link]. In addition, the United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) provides livestock statistics regarding beef[image: External link], poultry[image: External link], pork[image: External link], and dairy products[image: External link]. The country is the primary developer and grower of genetically modified food[image: External link], representing half of the world's biotech crops.[451]

Consumer spending[image: External link] comprises 68% of the U.S. economy in 2015.[452] In August 2010, the American labor force consisted of 154.1 million people. With 21.2 million people, government is the leading field of employment. The largest private employment sector is health care and social assistance, with 16.4 million people. About 12% of workers are unionized, compared to 30% in Western Europe[image: External link].[453] The World Bank ranks the United States first in the ease of hiring and firing workers.[454] The United States is ranked among the top three in the Global Competitiveness Report[image: External link] as well. It has a smaller welfare state[image: External link] and redistributes less income through government action than European nations tend to.[455]

The United States is the only advanced economy that does not guarantee its workers paid vacation[image: External link][456] and is one of just a few countries in the world without paid family leave[image: External link] as a legal right, with the others being Papua New Guinea[image: External link], Suriname[image: External link] and Liberia[image: External link].[457] While federal law currently does not require sick leave, it is a common benefit for government workers and full-time employees at corporations.[458] 74% of full-time American workers get paid sick leave, according to the Bureau of Labor Statistics, although only 24% of part-time workers get the same benefits.[458] In 2009, the United States had the third-highest workforce productivity[image: External link] per person in the world, behind Luxembourg[image: External link] and Norway[image: External link]. It was fourth in productivity per hour, behind those two countries and the Netherlands[image: External link].[459]

The 2008–2012 global recession[image: External link] significantly affected the United States, with output still below potential according to the Congressional Budget Office[image: External link].[460] It brought high unemployment[image: External link] (which has been decreasing but remains above pre-recession levels), along with low consumer confidence[image: External link], the continuing decline in home values and increase in foreclosures and personal bankruptcies[image: External link], an escalating federal debt crisis, inflation[image: External link], and rising petroleum and food prices[image: External link]. There remains a record proportion of long-term unemployed[image: External link], continued decreasing household income[image: External link], and tax and federal budget increases[image: External link].[461][462][463]
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 Income, poverty and wealth




Further information: Income in the United States[image: External link], Poverty in the United States, Affluence in the United States, United States counties by per capita income[image: External link], and Income inequality in the United States


Americans have the highest average household[image: External link] and employee[image: External link] income among OECD nations, and in 2007 had the second-highest median household income[image: External link].[464][465][466] According to the Census Bureau, median household income was $53,657 in 2014.[467] Despite accounting for only 4.4% of the global population, Americans collectively possess 41.6% of the world's total wealth,[468] and Americans make up roughly half of the world's population of millionaires.[469] The Global Food Security Index[image: External link] ranked the U.S. number one for food affordability and overall food security in March 2013.[470] Americans on average have over twice as much living space per dwelling and per person as European Union[image: External link] residents, and more than every EU nation.[471] For 2013 the United Nations Development Programme[image: External link] ranked the United States 5th among 187 countries in its Human Development Index[image: External link] and 28th in its inequality-adjusted HDI[image: External link] (IHDI).[472]

There has been a widening gap between productivity and median incomes since the 1970s.[473] However, the gap between total compensation and productivity is not as wide because of increased employee benefits such as health insurance.[474] While inflation[image: External link]-adjusted ("real") household income[image: External link] had been increasing almost every year from 1947 to 1999, it has since been flat on balance and has even decreased recently.[475] According to Congressional Research Service[image: External link], during this same period, immigration to the United States[image: External link] increased, while the lower 90% of tax filers incomes became stagnant, and eventually decreasing since 2000.[476] The rise in the share of total annual income received by the top 1 percent, which has more than doubled from 9 percent in 1976 to 20 percent in 2011, has significantly affected income inequality,[477] leaving the United States with one of the widest income distributions among OECD nations.[478] The post-recession income gains have been very uneven, with the top 1 percent capturing 95 percent of the income gains from 2009 to 2012.[479] The extent and relevance of income inequality is a matter of debate.[480][ disputed[image: External link] – discuss[image: External link]][481]



	United States' families median net worth



	in 2013 dollars
	1998
	2013
	change



	All families
	$102,500
	$81,200
	-20.8%



	Bottom 20% of incomes
	$8,300
	$6,100
	-26.5%



	2nd lowest 20% of incomes
	$47,400
	$22,400
	-52.7%



	Middle 20% of incomes
	$76,300
	$61,700
	-19.1%



	Top 10%
	$646,600
	$1,130,700
	+74.9%




Wealth, like income and taxes, is highly concentrated[image: External link]; the richest 10% of the adult population possess 72% of the country's household wealth, while the bottom half claim only 2%.[483] Between June 2007 and November 2008 the global recession[image: External link] led to falling asset prices around the world. Assets owned by Americans lost about a quarter of their value.[484] Since peaking in the second quarter of 2007, household wealth was down $14 trillion, but has since increased $14 trillion over 2006 levels.[485][486] At the end of 2014, household debt[image: External link] amounted to $11.8 trillion,[487] down from $13.8 trillion at the end of 2008.[488]

There were about 578,424 sheltered and unsheltered homeless persons in the U.S. in January 2014, with almost two-thirds staying in an emergency shelter or transitional housing program.[489] In 2011 16.7 million children lived in food-insecure households[image: External link], about 35% more than 2007 levels, though only 1.1% of U.S. children, or 845,000, saw reduced food intake or disrupted eating patterns at some point during the year, and most cases were not chronic.[490] According to a 2014 report by the Census Bureau, one in five young adults lives in poverty today, up from one in seven in 1980.[491]
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 Transportation




Main article: Transportation in the United States


Personal transportation is dominated by automobiles, which operate on a network of 4 million miles (6.4 million km) of public roads,[493] including one of the world's longest highway systems[image: External link] at 57,000 miles (91700 km).[494] The world's second-largest automobile market,[495] the United States has the highest rate of per-capita vehicle ownership in the world, with 765 vehicles per 1,000 Americans.[496] About 40% of personal vehicles[image: External link] are vans, SUVs[image: External link], or light trucks.[497] The average American adult (accounting for all drivers and non-drivers) spends 55 minutes driving every day, traveling 29 miles (47 km).[498]

Mass transit accounts for 9% of total U.S. work trips[image: External link].[500][501] Transport of goods by rail[image: External link] is extensive, though relatively low numbers of passengers (approximately 31 million annually) use intercity rail to travel, partly because of the low population density throughout much of the U.S. interior.[502][503] However, ridership on Amtrak, the national intercity passenger rail system[image: External link], grew by almost 37% between 2000 and 2010.[504] Also, light rail development[image: External link] has increased in recent years.[505] Bicycle usage for work commutes is minimal.[506]

The civil airline industry[image: External link] is entirely privately owned and has been largely deregulated since 1978[image: External link], while most major airports[image: External link] are publicly owned.[507] The three largest airlines in the world by passengers carried are U.S.-based; American Airlines[image: External link] is number one after its 2013 acquisition by US Airways[image: External link].[508] Of the world's 50 busiest passenger airports[image: External link], 16 are in the United States, including the busiest, Hartsfield–Jackson Atlanta International Airport[image: External link], and the fourth-busiest, O'Hare International Airport[image: External link] in Chicago[image: External link].[509]
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Further information: Energy policy of the United States


The United States energy market is about 29,000 terawatt hours[image: External link] per year.[510] Energy consumption per capita[image: External link] is 7.8 tons (7076 kg) of oil equivalent per year, the 10th-highest rate in the world. In 2005, 40% of this energy came from petroleum, 23% from coal, and 22% from natural gas. The remainder was supplied by nuclear power and renewable energy[image: External link] sources.[511] The United States is the world's largest consumer of petroleum.[512]

For decades, nuclear power[image: External link] has played a limited role relative to many other developed countries, in part because of public perception in the wake of a 1979 accident[image: External link]. In 2007, several applications for new nuclear plants were filed.[513] The United States has 27% of global coal reserves.[514] It is the world's largest producer of natural gas and crude oil.[515]
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Main article: Drinking water supply and sanitation in the United States


Issues that affect water supply in the United States include droughts in the West, water scarcity[image: External link], pollution[image: External link], a backlog of investment, concerns about the affordability of water for the poorest, and a rapidly retiring workforce. Increased variability and intensity of rainfall as a result of climate change[image: External link] is expected to produce both more severe droughts and flooding, with potentially serious consequences for water supply and for pollution from combined sewer overflows[image: External link].[516][517][fn 13]
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Main article: Education in the United States


American public education[image: External link] is operated by state and local governments, regulated by the United States Department of Education[image: External link] through restrictions on federal grants. In most states, children are required to attend school from the age of six or seven (generally, kindergarten[image: External link] or first grade[image: External link]) until they turn 18 (generally bringing them through twelfth grade[image: External link], the end of high school[image: External link]); some states allow students to leave school at 16 or 17.[520]

About 12% of children are enrolled in parochial[image: External link] or nonsectarian[image: External link] private schools[image: External link]. Just over 2% of children are homeschooled[image: External link].[521] The U.S. spends more on education per student than any nation in the world, spending more than $11,000 per elementary student in 2010 and more than $12,000 per high school student.[522] Some 80% of U.S. college students attend public universities[image: External link].[523]

The United States has many competitive private and public institutions of higher education[image: External link]. The majority of the world's top universities listed by different ranking organizations are in the U.S.[524][525][526] There are also local community colleges[image: External link] with generally more open admission policies, shorter academic programs, and lower tuition. Of Americans 25 and older, 84.6% graduated from high school, 52.6% attended some college, 27.2% earned a bachelor's degree[image: External link], and 9.6% earned graduate degrees.[527] The basic literacy[image: External link] rate is approximately 99%.[10][528] The United Nations assigns the United States an Education Index of 0.97, tying it for 12th in the world.[529]

As for public expenditures on higher education, the U.S. trails some other OECD[image: External link] nations but spends more per student than the OECD average, and more than all nations in combined public and private spending.[522][530] As of 2012, student loan debt[image: External link] exceeded one trillion dollars, more than Americans owe on credit cards.[531]
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Main article: Culture of the United States


See also: Alaska Natives § Cultures[image: External link], Native American cultures in the United States[image: External link], Culture of the Native Hawaiians[image: External link], Social class in the United States, Public holidays in the United States, and Tourism in the United States


The United States is home to many cultures[image: External link] and a wide variety of ethnic groups, traditions, and values.[25][532] Aside from the Native American[image: External link], Native Hawaiian[image: External link], and Native Alaskan[image: External link] populations, nearly all Americans or their ancestors settled or immigrated within the past five centuries.[533] Mainstream American culture is a Western culture[image: External link] largely derived from the traditions of European immigrants[image: External link] with influences from many other sources, such as traditions brought by slaves from Africa[image: External link].[25][534] More recent immigration from Asia[image: External link] and especially Latin America[image: External link] has added to a cultural mix that has been described as both a homogenizing melting pot[image: External link], and a heterogeneous salad bowl[image: External link] in which immigrants and their descendants retain distinctive cultural characteristics.[25]

Core American culture was established by Protestant[image: External link] British colonists and shaped by the frontier[image: External link] settlement process, with the traits derived passed down to descendants and transmitted to immigrants through assimilation. Americans have traditionally been characterized by a strong work ethic[image: External link], competitiveness, and individualism,[535] as well as a unifying belief in an "American creed[image: External link]" emphasizing liberty, equality, private property, democracy, rule of law, and a preference for limited government.[536] Americans are extremely charitable by global standards. According to a 2006 British study, Americans gave 1.67% of GDP to charity, more than any other nation studied, more than twice the second place British figure of 0.73%, and around twelve times the French figure of 0.14%.[537][538]

The American Dream, or the perception that Americans enjoy high social mobility[image: External link], plays a key role in attracting immigrants.[539] Whether this perception is realistic has been a topic of debate.[540][541][542][543][429][544] While mainstream culture holds that the United States is a classless society[image: External link],[545] scholars identify significant differences between the country's social classes, affecting socialization[image: External link], language, and values.[546] Americans' self-images, social viewpoints, and cultural expectations are associated with their occupations to an unusually close degree.[547] While Americans tend greatly to value socioeconomic achievement, being ordinary or average[image: External link] is generally seen as a positive attribute.[548]
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Main article: Cuisine of the United States


Mainstream American cuisine is similar to that in other Western countries. Wheat[image: External link] is the primary cereal grain with about three-quarters of grain products made of wheat flour[549] and many dishes use indigenous ingredients, such as turkey, venison, potatoes, sweet potatoes, corn, squash, and maple syrup which were consumed by Native Americans and early European settlers.[550] These home grown foods are part of a shared national menu on one of America's most popular holidays; Thanksgiving[image: External link], when some Americans make traditional foods to celebrate the occasion.[551]

Characteristic dishes such as apple pie, fried chicken, pizza, hamburgers, and hot dogs derive from the recipes of various immigrants. French fries, Mexican[image: External link] dishes such as burritos and tacos, and pasta dishes freely adapted from Italian[image: External link] sources are widely consumed.[553] Americans drink three times as much coffee as tea.[554] Marketing by U.S. industries is largely responsible for making orange juice and milk ubiquitous breakfast[image: External link] beverages.[555][556]

American eating habits owe a great deal to that of their British culinary[image: External link] roots with some variations. Although American lands could grow newer vegetables that Britain could not, most colonists would not eat these new foods until accepted by Europeans.[557] Over time American foods changed to a point that food critic, John L. Hess[image: External link] stated in 1972: "Our founding fathers were as far superior to our present political leaders in the quality of their food as they were in the quality of their prose and intelligence".[558]

The American fast food[image: External link] industry, the world's largest,[559] pioneered the drive-through[image: External link] format in the 1940s.[560] Fast food consumption has sparked health concerns. During the 1980s and 1990s, Americans' caloric intake rose 24%;[553] frequent dining at fast food outlets is associated with what public health officials call the American "obesity epidemic".[561] Highly sweetened soft drinks are widely popular, and sugared beverages account for nine percent of American caloric intake.[562]
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Main articles: American literature, American philosophy, Architecture of the United States, Visual art of the United States, and American classical music[image: External link]


In the 18th and early 19th centuries, American art and literature took most of its cues from Europe. Writers such as Nathaniel Hawthorne[image: External link], Edgar Allan Poe[image: External link], and Henry David Thoreau[image: External link] established a distinctive American literary voice by the middle of the 19th century. Mark Twain[image: External link] and poet Walt Whitman[image: External link] were major figures in the century's second half; Emily Dickinson[image: External link], virtually unknown during her lifetime, is now recognized as an essential American poet.[563] A work seen as capturing fundamental aspects of the national experience and character—such as Herman Melville[image: External link]'s Moby-Dick[image: External link] (1851), Twain's The Adventures of Huckleberry Finn[image: External link] (1885), F. Scott Fitzgerald[image: External link]'s The Great Gatsby[image: External link] (1925) and Harper Lee[image: External link]'s To Kill a Mockingbird[image: External link] (1960)—may be dubbed the "Great American Novel[image: External link]".[564]

Twelve U.S. citizens have won the Nobel Prize in Literature[image: External link], most recently Bob Dylan[image: External link] in 2016. William Faulkner[image: External link], Ernest Hemingway[image: External link] and John Steinbeck[image: External link] are often named among the most influential writers of the 20th century.[565] Popular literary genres such as the Western[image: External link] and hardboiled[image: External link] crime fiction developed in the United States. The Beat Generation[image: External link] writers opened up new literary approaches, as have postmodernist[image: External link] authors such as John Barth[image: External link], Thomas Pynchon[image: External link], and Don DeLillo[image: External link].[566]

The transcendentalists[image: External link], led by Thoreau and Ralph Waldo Emerson[image: External link], established the first major American philosophical movement. After the Civil War, Charles Sanders Peirce[image: External link] and then William James[image: External link] and John Dewey[image: External link] were leaders in the development of pragmatism[image: External link]. In the 20th century, the work of W. V. O. Quine[image: External link] and Richard Rorty[image: External link], and later Noam Chomsky[image: External link], brought analytic philosophy[image: External link] to the fore of American philosophical academia. John Rawls[image: External link] and Robert Nozick[image: External link] led a revival of political philosophy[image: External link]. Cornel West[image: External link] and Judith Butler[image: External link] have led a continental tradition in American philosophical academia. Chicago school economists[image: External link] like Milton Friedman[image: External link], James M. Buchanan[image: External link], and Thomas Sowell[image: External link] have affected various fields in social and political philosophy.[567][568]

In the visual arts, the Hudson River School[image: External link] was a mid-19th-century movement in the tradition of European naturalism[image: External link]. The realist paintings of Thomas Eakins[image: External link] are now widely celebrated. The 1913 Armory Show[image: External link] in New York City, an exhibition of European modernist art[image: External link], shocked the public and transformed the U.S. art scene.[569] Georgia O'Keeffe[image: External link], Marsden Hartley[image: External link], and others experimented with new, individualistic styles. Major artistic movements such as the abstract expressionism[image: External link] of Jackson Pollock[image: External link] and Willem de Kooning[image: External link] and the pop art[image: External link] of Andy Warhol[image: External link] and Roy Lichtenstein[image: External link] developed largely in the United States. The tide of modernism and then postmodernism[image: External link] has brought fame to American architects such as Frank Lloyd Wright[image: External link], Philip Johnson[image: External link], and Frank Gehry[image: External link].[570] Americans have long been important in the modern artistic medium of photography[image: External link], with major photographers including Alfred Stieglitz[image: External link], Edward Steichen[image: External link], and Ansel Adams[image: External link].[571]

One of the first major promoters of American theater was impresario P. T. Barnum[image: External link], who began operating a lower Manhattan[image: External link] entertainment complex in 1841. The team of Harrigan and Hart[image: External link] produced a series of popular musical[image: External link] comedies in New York starting in the late 1870s. In the 20th century, the modern musical form emerged on Broadway[image: External link]; the songs of musical theater composers such as Irving Berlin[image: External link], Cole Porter[image: External link], and Stephen Sondheim[image: External link] have become pop standards[image: External link]. Playwright Eugene O'Neill[image: External link] won the Nobel literature prize in 1936; other acclaimed U.S. dramatists include multiple Pulitzer Prize[image: External link] winners Tennessee Williams[image: External link], Edward Albee[image: External link], and August Wilson[image: External link].[573]

Though little known at the time, Charles Ives[image: External link]'s work of the 1910s established him as the first major U.S. composer in the classical tradition, while experimentalists such as Henry Cowell[image: External link] and John Cage[image: External link] created a distinctive American approach to classical composition. Aaron Copland[image: External link] and George Gershwin[image: External link] developed a new synthesis of popular and classical music.

Choreographers[image: External link] Isadora Duncan[image: External link] and Martha Graham[image: External link] helped create modern dance[image: External link], while George Balanchine[image: External link] and Jerome Robbins[image: External link] were leaders in 20th-century ballet.
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Main article: Music of the United States


The rhythmic and lyrical styles of African-American music[image: External link] have deeply influenced American music at large, distinguishing it from European traditions. Elements from folk[image: External link] idioms such as the blues[image: External link] and what is now known as old-time music[image: External link] were adopted and transformed into popular genres[image: External link] with global audiences. Jazz[image: External link] was developed by innovators such as Louis Armstrong[image: External link] and Duke Ellington early in the 20th century. Country music[image: External link] developed in the 1920s, and rhythm and blues[image: External link] in the 1940s.[574]

Elvis Presley[image: External link] and Chuck Berry[image: External link] were among the mid-1950s pioneers of rock and roll[image: External link]. In the 1960s, Bob Dylan[image: External link] emerged from the folk revival[image: External link] to become one of America's most celebrated songwriters and James Brown[image: External link] led the development of funk[image: External link]. More recent American creations include hip hop[image: External link] and house music[image: External link]. American pop stars such as Presley, Michael Jackson[image: External link], and Madonna[image: External link] have become global celebrities,[574] as have contemporary musical artists such as Taylor Swift[image: External link], Britney Spears[image: External link], Katy Perry[image: External link], and Beyoncé[image: External link] as well as hip hop artists Jay Z[image: External link], Eminem[image: External link] and Kanye West[image: External link].[575] Rock bands such as Metallica[image: External link], the Eagles[image: External link], and Aerosmith[image: External link] are among the highest grossing[image: External link] in worldwide sales.[576][577][578]
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Main article: Cinema of the United States


Hollywood[image: External link], a northern district of Los Angeles[image: External link], California, is one of the leaders in motion picture production.[579] The world's first commercial motion picture exhibition was given in New York City in 1894, using Thomas Edison[image: External link]'s Kinetoscope[image: External link].[580] The next year saw the first commercial screening of a projected film, also in New York, and the United States was in the forefront of sound film[image: External link]'s development in the following decades. Since the early 20th century, the U.S. film industry has largely been based in and around Hollywood, although in the 21st century an increasing number of films are not made there, and film companies have been subject to the forces of globalization.[581]

Director D. W. Griffith[image: External link], American's top filmmaker during the silent film period, was central to the development of film grammar[image: External link], and producer/entrepreneur Walt Disney[image: External link] was a leader in both animated film[image: External link] and movie merchandising[image: External link].[582] Directors such as John Ford[image: External link] redefined the image of the American Old West and history, and, like others such as John Huston[image: External link], broadened the possibilities of cinema with location shooting, with great influence on subsequent directors. The industry enjoyed its golden years, in what is commonly referred to as the "Golden Age of Hollywood[image: External link]", from the early sound period until the early 1960s,[583] with screen actors such as John Wayne[image: External link] and Marilyn Monroe[image: External link] becoming iconic figures.[584][585] In the 1970s, film directors such as Martin Scorsese[image: External link], Francis Ford Coppola[image: External link] and Robert Altman[image: External link] were a vital component in what became known as "New Hollywood[image: External link]" or the "Hollywood Renaissance",[586] grittier films influenced by French and Italian realist pictures of the post-war period[image: External link].[587] Since, directors such as Steven Spielberg[image: External link], George Lucas[image: External link] and James Cameron[image: External link] have gained renown for their blockbuster films, often characterized by high production costs, and in return, high earnings at the box office, with Cameron's Avatar[image: External link] (2009) earning more than $2 billion.[588]

Notable films topping the American Film Institute[image: External link]'s AFI 100[image: External link] list include Orson Welles[image: External link]'s Citizen Kane[image: External link] (1941), which is frequently cited as the greatest film of all time,[589][590] Casablanca[image: External link] (1942), The Godfather[image: External link] (1972), Gone with the Wind[image: External link] (1939), Lawrence of Arabia[image: External link] (1962), The Wizard of Oz[image: External link] (1939), The Graduate[image: External link] (1967), On the Waterfront[image: External link] (1954), Schindler's List[image: External link] (1993), Singin' in the Rain[image: External link] (1952), It's a Wonderful Life[image: External link] (1946) and Sunset Boulevard[image: External link] (1950).[591] The Academy Awards[image: External link], popularly known as the Oscars, have been held annually by the Academy of Motion Picture Arts and Sciences[image: External link] since 1929,[592] and the Golden Globe Awards[image: External link] have been held annually since January 1944.[593]
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Main article: Sports in the United States


American football[image: External link] is by several measures the most popular spectator sport;[595] the National Football League[image: External link] (NFL) has the highest average attendance of any sports league in the world, and the Super Bowl[image: External link] is watched by millions globally. Baseball[image: External link] has been regarded as the U.S. national sport[image: External link] since the late 19th century, with Major League Baseball[image: External link] (MLB) being the top league. Basketball[image: External link] and ice hockey[image: External link] are the country's next two leading professional team sports[image: External link], with the top leagues being the National Basketball Association[image: External link] (NBA) and the National Hockey League[image: External link] (NHL). These four major sports, when played professionally, each occupy a season at different, but overlapping, times of the year. College football and basketball[image: External link] attract large audiences.[596] In soccer[image: External link], the country hosted the 1994 FIFA World Cup[image: External link], the men's national soccer team[image: External link] qualified for ten World Cups and the women's team[image: External link] has won the FIFA Women's World Cup[image: External link] three times; Major League Soccer[image: External link] is the sport's highest league in the United States (featuring 19 American and 3 Canadian teams). The market for professional sports in the United States is roughly $69 billion, roughly 50% larger than that of all of Europe, the Middle East, and Africa combined.[597]

Eight Olympic Games[image: External link] have taken place in the United States. As of 2014, the United States has won 2,400 medals at the Summer Olympic Games[image: External link], more than any other country, and 281 in the Winter Olympic Games[image: External link], the second most behind Norway.[598] While most major U.S. sports have evolved out of European practices, basketball[image: External link], volleyball[image: External link], skateboarding[image: External link], and snowboarding[image: External link] are American inventions, some of which have become popular in other countries. Lacrosse[image: External link] and surfing[image: External link] arose from Native American and Native Hawaiian activities that predate Western contact.[599] The most watched individual sports[image: External link] are golf[image: External link] and auto racing[image: External link], particularly NASCAR[image: External link].[600][601] Rugby union[image: External link] is considered the fastest growing sport in the U.S., with registered players numbered at 115,000+ and a further 1.2 million participants.[602]
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Main article: Media of the United States


The four major broadcasters in the U.S. are the National Broadcasting Company[image: External link] (NBC), Columbia Broadcasting System[image: External link] (CBS), the American Broadcasting Company[image: External link] (ABC) and Fox[image: External link]. The four major broadcast television networks[image: External link] are all commercial entities. Cable television[image: External link] offers hundreds of channels catering to a variety of niches.[603] Americans listen to radio programming, also largely commercial, on average just over two-and-a-half hours a day.[604]

In 1998, the number of U.S. commercial radio stations had grown to 4,793 AM stations and 5,662 FM stations. In addition, there are 1,460 public radio stations. Most of these stations are run by universities and public authorities for educational purposes and are financed by public or private funds, subscriptions and corporate underwriting. Much public-radio broadcasting is supplied by NPR (formerly National Public Radio). NPR was incorporated in February 1970 under the Public Broadcasting Act of 1967; its television counterpart, PBS, was also created by the same legislation. (NPR and PBS are operated separately from each other.) As of September 30, 2014, there are 15,433 licensed full-power radio stations in the US according to the U.S. Federal Communications Commission[image: External link] (FCC).[605]

Well-known newspapers are The Wall Street Journal[image: External link], The New York Times[image: External link] and USA Today[image: External link]. Although the cost of publishing has increased over the years, the price of newspapers has generally remained low, forcing newspapers to rely more on advertising revenue and on articles provided by a major wire service, such as the Associated Press or Reuters, for their national and world coverage. With very few exceptions, all the newspapers in the U.S. are privately owned, either by large chains such as Gannett[image: External link] or McClatchy[image: External link], which own dozens or even hundreds of newspapers; by small chains that own a handful of papers; or in a situation that is increasingly rare, by individuals or families. Major cities often have "alternative weeklies" to complement the mainstream daily papers, for example, New York City's The Village Voice[image: External link] or Los Angeles' LA Weekly[image: External link], to name two of the best-known. Major cities may also support a local business journal, trade papers relating to local industries, and papers for local ethnic and social groups. Early versions of the American newspaper comic strip[image: External link] and the American comic book[image: External link] began appearing in the 19th century. In 1938, Superman[image: External link], the comic book superhero[image: External link] of DC Comics[image: External link], developed into an American icon.[606] Aside from web portals[image: External link] and search engines[image: External link], the most popular websites are Facebook[image: External link], YouTube[image: External link], Wikipedia[image: External link], Yahoo.com[image: External link], eBay[image: External link], Amazon[image: External link] and Twitter[image: External link].[607]

More than 800 publications are produced in Spanish, the second most widely spoken mother tongue behind English.[608][609]
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Main articles: Science and technology in the United States[image: External link] and Science policy of the United States[image: External link]


The United States has been a leader in technological innovation since the late 19th century and scientific research since the mid-20th century. Methods for producing interchangeable parts[image: External link] were developed by the U.S. War Department by the Federal Armories during the first half of the 19th century. This technology, along with the establishment of a machine tool[image: External link] industry, enabled the U.S. to have large scale manufacturing of sewing machines, bicycles and other items in the late 19th century and became known as the American system of manufacturing[image: External link]. Factory electrification[image: External link] in the early 20th century and introduction of the assembly line[image: External link] and other labor saving techniques created the system called mass production[image: External link].[610]

In 1876, Alexander Graham Bell[image: External link] was awarded the first U.S. patent for the telephone[image: External link]. Thomas Edison[image: External link]'s research laboratory[image: External link], one of the first of its kind, developed the phonograph[image: External link], the first long-lasting light bulb[image: External link], and the first viable movie camera[image: External link].[611] The latter lead to emergence of the worldwide entertainment industry[image: External link]. In the early 20th century, the automobile companies of Ransom E. Olds[image: External link] and Henry Ford[image: External link] popularized the assembly line[image: External link]. The Wright brothers[image: External link], in 1903, made the first sustained and controlled heavier-than-air powered flight[image: External link].[612]

The rise of Fascism[image: External link] and Nazism[image: External link] in the 1920s and 1930s led many European scientists, including Albert Einstein[image: External link], Enrico Fermi[image: External link], and John von Neumann[image: External link], to immigrate to the United States.[613] During World War II, the Manhattan Project[image: External link] developed nuclear weapons, ushering in the Atomic Age[image: External link], while the Space Race produced rapid advances in rocketry, materials science[image: External link], and aeronautics[image: External link].[614][615]

The invention of the transistor[image: External link] in the 1950s, a key active component in practically all modern electronics[image: External link], led to many technological developments and a significant expansion of the U.S. technology industry.[616][617][618] This in turn led to the establishment of many new technology companies and regions around the country such as in Silicon Valley[image: External link] in California. Advancements by American microprocessor[image: External link] companies such as Advanced Micro Devices[image: External link] (AMD), and Intel[image: External link] along with both computer software[image: External link] and hardware[image: External link] companies that include Adobe Systems[image: External link], Apple Computer[image: External link], IBM[image: External link], Microsoft[image: External link], and Sun Microsystems[image: External link] created and popularized the personal computer[image: External link]. The ARPANET[image: External link] was developed in the 1960s to meet Defense Department[image: External link] requirements, and became the first of a series of networks which evolved[image: External link] into the Internet[image: External link].[619]

These advancements then lead to greater personalization[image: External link] of technology for individual use.[620] As of 2013, 83.8% of American households owned at least one computer[image: External link], and 73.3% had high-speed Internet service.[621] 91% of Americans also own a mobile phone as of May 2013.[622] The United States ranks highly with regard to freedom of use of the internet.[623]

In the 21st century, approximately two-thirds of research and development funding comes from the private sector.[624] The United States leads the world in scientific research papers and impact factor[image: External link].[625]
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See also: Health care in the United States, Health care reform in the United States, and Health insurance in the United States


PPP-adjusted[image: External link], compared amongst various first world nations.]] The United States has a life expectancy of 79.8 years at birth, up from 75.2 years in 1990.[627][628][629] Increasing obesity in the United States and health improvements elsewhere have contributed to lowering the country's rank in life expectancy from 1987, when it was 11th in the world.[630] Obesity rates in the United States are amongst the highest in the world.[631]

Approximately one-third of the adult population is obese and an additional third is overweight;[632] the obesity rate, the highest in the industrialized world, has more than doubled in the last quarter-century.[633] Obesity-related type 2 diabetes[image: External link] is considered epidemic by health care professionals.[634] The infant mortality rate of 6.17 per thousand places the United States 56th-lowest out of 224 countries.[635]

In 2010, coronary artery disease[image: External link], lung cancer[image: External link], stroke[image: External link], chronic obstructive pulmonary diseases[image: External link], and traffic accidents caused the most years of life lost in the U.S. Low back pain, depression[image: External link], musculoskeletal disorders[image: External link], neck pain, and anxiety[image: External link] caused the most years lost to disability. The most deleterious risk factors[image: External link] were poor diet, tobacco smoking, obesity, high blood pressure[image: External link], high blood sugar[image: External link], physical inactivity[image: External link], and alcohol use. Alzheimer's disease[image: External link], drug abuse, kidney disease[image: External link] and cancer, and falls caused the most additional years of life lost over their age-adjusted 1990 per-capita rates.[629] U.S. teenage pregnancy and abortion rates are substantially higher than in other Western nations, especially among blacks and Hispanics.[636]

The U.S. is a global leader in medical innovation. America solely developed or contributed significantly to 9 of the top 10 most important medical innovations since 1975 as ranked by a 2001 poll of physicians, while the European Union and Switzerland together contributed to five.[637] Since 1966, more Americans have received the Nobel Prize in Medicine[image: External link] than the rest of the world combined. From 1989 to 2002, four times more money was invested in private biotechnology companies in America than in Europe.[638] The U.S. health-care system far outspends[image: External link] any other nation, measured in both per capita spending and percentage of GDP.[639]

Health-care coverage in the United States is a combination of public and private efforts and is not universal[image: External link]. In 2014, 13.4% of the population did not carry health insurance[image: External link].[640] The subject of uninsured and underinsured Americans is a major political issue.[641][642] In 2006, Massachusetts became the first state to mandate universal health insurance.[643] Federal legislation[image: External link] passed in early 2010 would ostensibly create a near-universal health insurance system around the country by 2014, though the bill and its ultimate effect are issues of controversy.[644][645]
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^ English is the official language[image: External link] of 32 states; English and Hawaiian[image: External link] are both official languages in Hawaii[image: External link], and English and 20 Indigenous languages[image: External link] are official in Alaska. Algonquian[image: External link], Cherokee[image: External link], and Sioux[image: External link] are among many other official languages in Native-controlled lands throughout the country. French[image: External link] is a de facto, but unofficial, language in Maine and Louisiana[image: External link], while New Mexico law grants Spanish[image: External link] a special status.[4][5][6][7]


	
^ In five territories, English as well as one or more indigenous languages are official: Spanish[image: External link] in Puerto Rico, Samoan[image: External link] in American Samoa, Chamorro[image: External link] in both Guam and the Northern Mariana Islands. Carolinian[image: External link] is also an official language in the Northern Mariana Islands.


	
^ Whether the United States or China[image: External link] is larger has been disputed[image: External link]. The figure given is from the U.S. Census and United Nations.[11]


	
^ See Time in the United States for details about laws governing time zones in the United States.


	
^ Except American Samoa and the Virgin Islands.


	
^ The five major territories are American Samoa, Guam[image: External link], the Northern Mariana Islands, Puerto Rico, and the United States Virgin Islands. There are eleven smaller island areas without permanent populations: Baker Island, Howland Island, Jarvis Island, Johnston Atoll, Kingman Reef, Midway Atoll, and Palmyra Atoll. U.S. sovereignty over Bajo Nuevo Bank[image: External link], Navassa Island, Serranilla Bank[image: External link], and Wake Island is disputed.[19]


	
^ The following two primary sources (non-mirrored) represent the range (min./max.) of total area for China and the United States. Both sources exclude Taiwan from the area of China.


	The Encyclopædia Britannica lists China as world's third-largest country (after Russia and Canada) with a total area of 9,572,900 sq km,[21] and the United States as fourth-largest at 9,526,468 sq km. The figure for the United States is less than in the CIA Factbook because it excludes coastal and territorial waters.[22]

	The CIA World Factbook lists the United States as the third-largest country (after Russia and Canada) with total area of 9,833,517 sq km,[23] and China as fourth-largest at 9,596,960 sq km.[24] This figure for the United States is greater than in the Encyclopædia Britannica because it includes coastal and territorial waters.







	
^ The United States has a very diverse population; 37 ancestry groups[image: External link] have more than one million members.[232] German Americans[image: External link] are the largest ethnic group (more than 50 million) – followed by Irish Americans[image: External link] (circa 37 million), Mexican Americans[image: External link] (circa 31 million) and English Americans[image: External link] (circa 28 million).[233][234] White Americans[image: External link] are the largest racial group[image: External link]; black Americans are the nation's largest racial minority[image: External link] (note that in the U.S. Census, Hispanic and Latino Americans[image: External link] are counted as an ethnic group, not a "racial" group), and third-largest ancestry group.[232] Asian Americans[image: External link] are the country's second-largest racial minority; the three largest Asian American ethnic groups are Chinese Americans[image: External link], Filipino Americans[image: External link], and Indian Americans[image: External link].[232]


	
^ Fertility[image: External link] is also a factor; in 2010 the average Hispanic woman gave birth to 2.35 children in her lifetime, compared to 1.97 for non-Hispanic black women and 1.79 for non-Hispanic white women (both below the replacement rate[image: External link] of 2.1).[248] Minorities[image: External link] (as defined by the Census Bureau as all those beside non-Hispanic, non-multiracial whites) constituted 36.3% of the population in 2010 (this is nearly 40% in 2015),[249] and over 50% of children under age one,[250] and are projected to constitute the majority by 2042.[251] This contradicts the report by the National Vital Statistics Reports, based on the U.S. census data, which concludes that 54% (2,162,406 out of 3,999,386 in 2010) of births were non-Hispanic white.[248] The Hispanic birth rate plummeted 25% between 2006 and 2013 while the rate for non-Hispanics decreased just 5%.[252]


	
^ Source: 2015 American Community Survey[image: External link], U.S. Census Bureau. Most respondents who speak a language other than English at home also report speaking English "well" or "very well" For the language groups listed above, the strongest English-language proficiency is among speakers of German (96% report that they speak English "well" or "very well"), followed by speakers of French (93.5%), Tagalog (92.8%), Spanish (74.1%), Korean (71.5%), Chinese (70.4%), and Vietnamese (66.9%).


	
^ In January 2015, U.S. federal government debt held by the public was approximately $13 trillion, or about 72% of U.S. GDP. Intra-governmental holdings stood at $5 trillion, giving a combined total debt of $18.080 trillion.[372][373] By 2012, total federal debt had surpassed 100% of U.S. GDP.[374] The U.S. has a credit rating[image: External link] of AA+ from Standard & Poor's[image: External link], AAA from Fitch[image: External link], and AAA from Moody's[image: External link].[375]


	
^ The Stockholm International Peace Research Institute[image: External link], SIPRI, found that the United States' arms industry[image: External link] was the world's biggest exporter of major weapons from 2005 to 2009,[438] and remained the largest exporter of major weapons during a period between 2010 and 2014, followed by Russia, China (PRC), and Germany.[439]


	
^ Droughts are likely to particularly affect the 66 percent of Americans whose communities depend on surface water.[518] As for drinking water quality, there are concerns about disinfection by-products, lead[image: External link], perchlorates[image: External link] and pharmaceutical substances, but generally drinking water quality in the U.S.[image: External link] is good.[519]
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Potomac River






The Potomac River /pe'toUmek /[image: External link] (  listen[image: External link] ( help[image: External link]· info[image: External link])) is located along the mid-Atlantic Ocean[image: External link] coast of the United States and flows into the Chesapeake Bay[image: External link]. The river[image: External link] (main stem and North Branch) is approximately 405 miles (652 km) long,[1] with a drainage area[image: External link] of about 14,700 square miles (38,000 km2).[2] In terms of area, this makes the Potomac River the fourth largest river along the Atlantic coast of the United States and the 21st largest in the United States. Over 5 million people live within the Potomac watershed[image: External link].
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 Geography




The river forms part of the borders between Maryland and Washington, D.C., on the left descending bank and West Virginia and Virginia[image: External link] on the river's right descending bank. The majority of the lower Potomac River is part of the State of Maryland. Exceptions include a small tidal portion within the District of Columbia, and the border with Virginia being delineated from "point to point" (thus various bays and shoreline indentations lie in Virginia). Except for a small portion of its headwaters in West Virginia, the North Branch Potomac River[image: External link] is considered part of Maryland to the low water mark on the opposite bank. The South Branch Potomac River[image: External link] lies completely within the state of West Virginia except for its headwaters[image: External link], which lie in Virginia.

The Potomac River runs 405 miles (652 km) from the Fairfax Stone[image: External link] in West Virginia on the Allegheny Plateau[image: External link] to Point Lookout[image: External link], Maryland, and drains 14,679 square miles (38,020 km2). The length of the river from the junction of its North and South Branches to Point Lookout is 302 miles (486 km).[1] The average flow is 10,800 ft³/s[image: External link] (306 m³/s). The largest flow ever recorded on the Potomac at Washington, D.C., was in March 1936 when it reached 425,000 ft³/s (12,000 m³/s). The lowest flow ever recorded at the same location was 600 ft³/s (17 m³/s) in September, 1966.[2]

The river has two sources. The source of the North Branch is at the Fairfax Stone located at the junction of Grant[image: External link], Tucker[image: External link], and Preston[image: External link] counties in West Virginia. The source of the South Branch is located near Hightown[image: External link] in northern Highland County[image: External link], Virginia. The river's two branches converge just east of Green Spring[image: External link] in Hampshire County[image: External link], West Virginia, to form the Potomac.

Once the Potomac drops from the Piedmont[image: External link] to the Coastal Plain[image: External link] at Little Falls, tides[image: External link] further influence the river as it passes through Washington, D.C. and beyond. Salinity[image: External link] in the Potomac River Estuary[image: External link] increases thereafter with distance downstream. The estuary also widens, reaching 11 statute miles (17 km) wide at its mouth, between Point Lookout[image: External link], Maryland, and Smith Point, Virginia, before flowing into the Chesapeake Bay.
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 History




"Potomac" is a European spelling of Patowmeck, the Algonquian[image: External link] name of a Native American village, perhaps meaning "something brought".[3] Native Americans had different names for different parts of the river, calling the river above Great Falls[image: External link] Cohongarooton, meaning "honking geese"[4][5] and "Patawomke" below the fall, meaning "river of swans".[6] The spelling of the name has taken many forms over the years from "Patawomeke" (as on Captain John Smith[image: External link]'s map) to " Patawomeck[image: External link]", "Patowmack", and numerous other spellings in the 18th century and now "Potomac".[5] The river's name was officially decided upon as Potomac by the Board on Geographic Names[image: External link] in 1931.[7]

The river itself is at least two million years old, likely extending back ten to twenty million years before present when the Atlantic Ocean lowered and exposed coastal sediments along the fall line. This included the area at Great Falls, which eroded into its present form during recent glaciation periods.[8]

The Potomac River brings together a variety of cultures throughout the watershed from the coal miners of upstream West Virginia to the urban residents of the nation's capital and, along the lower Potomac, the watermen of Virginia's Northern Neck.

Being situated in an area rich in American history[image: External link] and American heritage has led to the Potomac being nicknamed "the Nation's River." George Washington, the first President of the United States, was born in, surveyed, and spent most of his life within the Potomac basin. All of Washington, D.C., the nation's capital city, also lies within the watershed. The 1859 siege of Harper's Ferry[image: External link] at the river's confluence[image: External link] with the Shenandoah[image: External link] was a precursor to numerous epic battles of the American Civil War in and around the Potomac and its tributaries, such as the 1861 Battle of Ball's Bluff and the 1862 Battle of Shepherdstown. General Robert E. Lee[image: External link] crossed the river, thereby invading the North and threatening Washington, D.C., twice in campaigns climaxing in the battles of Antietam[image: External link] (September 17, 1862) and Gettysburg[image: External link] (July 1–3, 1863). Confederate General Jubal Early[image: External link] crossed the river in July 1864 on his attempted raid on the nation's capital. The river not only divided the Union from the Confederacy, but also gave name to the Union's largest army, the Army of the Potomac[image: External link].[9]

The Patowmack Canal[image: External link] was intended by George Washington to connect the Tidewater region[image: External link] near Georgetown[image: External link] with Cumberland[image: External link], Maryland. Started in 1785 on the Virginia side of the river, it was not completed until 1802. Financial troubles led to the closure of the canal[image: External link] in 1830. The Chesapeake and Ohio Canal operated along the banks of the Potomac in Maryland from 1831 to 1924 and also connected Cumberland to Washington, D.C.[10] This allowed freight to be transported around the rapids[image: External link] known as the Great Falls of the Potomac River[image: External link], as well as many other, smaller rapids.

Washington, D.C. began using the Potomac as its principal source of drinking water with the opening of the Washington Aqueduct in 1864, using a water intake[image: External link] constructed at Great Falls.[11]

In March 1996 an agreement was signed which made the Potomac a "sister river" of the Ara River[image: External link], one of the principal rivers of Tokyo[image: External link].[12] President Bill Clinton[image: External link] designated the Potomac as one of the American Heritage Rivers[image: External link] in 1998.[13]
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 Water supply and water quality




An average of approximately 486 million US gallons (1,840,000 m3) of water per day is withdrawn daily in the Washington area for water supply[image: External link].[2]

As a result of damaging floods in 1936 and 1937, the Army Corps of Engineers proposed a series of dams[image: External link] that were intended to regulate the river and to provide a more reliable water supply. One dam was to be built at Little Falls, just north of Washington, backing its pool up to Great Falls. Just above Great Falls, a much larger dam was proposed whose reservoir would extend to Harpers Ferry.[14] Several other dams were proposed for the Potomac and its tributaries. When detailed studies were issued by the Corps in the 1950s, they met sustained opposition, led by U.S. Supreme Court[image: External link] Justice William O. Douglas[image: External link], resulting in the plans' abandonment.[15] The only dam project that did get built was Jennings Randolph Lake[image: External link] on the North Branch. The Corps built a supplementary water intake for the Washington Aqueduct at Little Falls in 1959.[16]

In 1940 Congress passed a law authorizing creation of an interstate compact[image: External link] to coordinate water quality management among states in the Potomac basin. Maryland, West Virginia, Pennsylvania, Virginia, and the District of Columbia agreed to establish the Interstate Commission on the Potomac River Basin[image: External link]. The compact was amended in 1970 to include coordination of water supply issues and land use issues related to water quality.[17]

Beginning in the 19th century, with increasing mining[image: External link] and agriculture[image: External link] upstream and urban sewage[image: External link] and runoff[image: External link] downstream, the water quality[image: External link] of the Potomac River deteriorated. This created conditions of severe eutrophication[image: External link]. It is said that President Abraham Lincoln used to escape to the highlands on summer nights to escape the river's stench. In the 1960s, with dense green algal[image: External link] blooms covering the river's surface, President Lyndon Johnson[image: External link] declared the river "a national disgrace" and set in motion a long-term effort to reduce pollution[image: External link] from sewage[image: External link] and restore the beauty and ecology of this historic river. One of significant pollution control projects at the time was the expansion of the Blue Plains Advanced Wastewater Treatment Plant[image: External link], which serves Washington and several surrounding communities.[18] Enactment of the 1972 Clean Water Act[image: External link] led to construction or expansion of additional sewage treatment plants in the Potomac watershed. Controls on phosphorus[image: External link], one of the principal contributors to eutrophication, were implemented in the 1980s, through sewage plant upgrades and restrictions on phosphorus in detergents.[17]

By the end of the 20th century, there was notable success, as massive algal blooms vanished and recreational fishing and boating rebounded. Still, the aquatic habitat[image: External link] of the Potomac River and its tributaries remain vulnerable to eutrophication, heavy metals[image: External link], pesticides[image: External link] and other toxic chemicals, over-fishing, alien species[image: External link], and pathogens[image: External link] associated with fecal coliform[image: External link] bacteria[image: External link] and shellfish[image: External link] diseases. In 2005 two federal agencies, the US Geological Survey[image: External link] and the Fish and Wildlife Service[image: External link], began to identify fish in the Potomac and tributaries that exhibited "intersex" characteristics, as a result of endocrine disruption[image: External link] caused by some form of pollution.[19] On November 13, 2007, the Potomac Conservancy, an environmental group, issued the river a grade of "D-plus", citing high levels of pollution and the reports of " intersex[image: External link]" fish.[20] Since then, the river has improved with a reduction in nutrient runoff, return of fish populations and land protection along the river. As a result, the same group issued a grade of "B-minus" in 2016. [21]
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 Legal issues




For 400 years Maryland and Virginia have disputed control of the Potomac and its North Branch, since both states' original colonial charters[image: External link] grant the entire river rather than half of it as is normally the case with boundary rivers. In its first state constitution[image: External link] adopted in 1776, Virginia ceded its claim to the entire river but reserved free use of it, an act disputed by Maryland. Both states acceded to the Compact of 1785[image: External link] and the 1877 Black-Jenkins Award which grants Maryland the river bank-to-bank from the low water mark on the Virginia side, while permitting Virginia full riparian rights[image: External link] short of obstructing navigation.

From 1957 to 1996, the Maryland Department of the Environment (MDE) routinely issued permits applied for by Virginia entities concerning use of the Potomac. However, in 1996 the MDE denied a permit submitted by the Fairfax County Water Authority[image: External link] to build a water intake 725 feet (220 m) offshore, citing potential harm to Maryland's interests by an increase in Virginia sprawl caused by the project. After years of failed appeals within the Maryland government's appeal processes, in 2000 Virginia took the case to the Supreme Court of the United States, which exercises original jurisdiction in cases between two states. Maryland claimed Virginia lost its riparian rights by acquiescing to MDE's permit process for 63 years (MDE began its permit process in 1933). A Special Master[image: External link] appointed by the Supreme Court to investigate recommended the case be settled in favor of Virginia, citing the language in the 1785 Compact and the 1877 Award. On December 9, 2003, the Court agreed in a 7-2 decision.[22]

The original charters are silent as to which branch from the upper Potomac serves as the boundary, but this was settled by the 1785 Compact. When West Virginia seceded[image: External link] from Virginia in 1863, the question of West Virginia's succession in title to the lands between the branches of the river was raised, as well as title to the river itself. Claims by Maryland to West Virginia land north of the South Branch (all of Mineral[image: External link] and Grant[image: External link] Counties and parts of Hampshire[image: External link], Hardy[image: External link], Tucker[image: External link] and Pendleton[image: External link] Counties) and by West Virginia to the Potomac's high-water mark were rejected by the Supreme Court in two separate decisions in 1910.[23][24]
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 North Branch Potomac River




The source of the North Branch Potomac River is at the Fairfax Stone[image: External link] located at the junction of Grant[image: External link], Tucker[image: External link] and Preston[image: External link] counties in West Virginia.

From the Fairfax Stone, the North Branch Potomac River flows 27 miles (43 km) to the man-made Jennings Randolph Lake[image: External link], an impoundment[image: External link] designed for flood control and emergency water supply. Below the dam, the North Branch cuts a serpentine path through the eastern Allegheny Mountains. First, it flows northeast by the communities of Bloomington[image: External link], Luke[image: External link], and Westernport[image: External link] in Maryland and then on by Keyser[image: External link], West Virginia to Cumberland[image: External link], Maryland. At Cumberland, the river turns southeast. 103 miles (166 km) downstream from its source,[1] the North Branch is joined by the South Branch between Green Spring[image: External link] and South Branch Depot[image: External link], West Virginia from whence it flows past Hancock[image: External link], Maryland and turns southeast once more on its way toward Washington, D.C., and the Chesapeake Bay[image: External link].

The following are major tributaries of the North Branch Potomac River, listed in order from the source to its mouth. Numerous other tributary creeks exist.


	
Stony River[image: External link] (West Virginia)

	
Abram Creek[image: External link] (West Virginia)

	
Savage River[image: External link] (Maryland)

	
Georges Creek[image: External link] (Maryland)

	
Laurel Run[image: External link] (Maryland)





	
New Creek[image: External link] (West Virginia)

	
Limestone Run[image: External link] (West Virginia)

	Warrior Run (Maryland)

	
Wills Creek[image: External link] (Pennsylvania/Maryland)

	
Brush Creek[image: External link] (Pennsylvania)

	
Little Wills Creek[image: External link] (Pennsylvania)





	
Evitts Creek[image: External link] (Maryland and Pennsylvania)

	
Patterson Creek[image: External link] (West Virginia)

	
Mill Creek[image: External link] (West Virginia)





	
Dans Run[image: External link] (West Virginia)

	
Green Spring Run[image: External link] (West Virginia)
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 South Branch Potomac River




The South Branch Potomac River has its headwaters[image: External link] in northwestern Highland County[image: External link], Virginia near Hightown[image: External link] along the eastern edge of the Allegheny Front[image: External link]. After a river distance of 139 miles (224 km),[1] the mouth of the South Branch lies east of Green Spring[image: External link] in Hampshire County[image: External link], West Virginia where it meets the North Branch Potomac River[image: External link] to form the Potomac.[25]
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 South Branch nomenclature




The Native Americans[image: External link] of the region, and thus the earliest white settlers, referred to the South Branch Potomac River as the Wappatomaka. Variants throughout the river's history included Wappatomica River, Wapacomo River, Wapocomo River, Wappacoma River, Wappatomaka River, South Branch of Potowmac River, and South Fork Potomac River.[26]

Places settled in the South Branch valley bearing variants of "Wappatomaka" include Wappocomo farm[image: External link] built in 1774 and the unincorporated[image: External link] hamlet of Wappocomo[image: External link] (sometimes spelled Wapocomo) at Hanging Rocks[image: External link], both north of Romney[image: External link] on West Virginia Route 28[image: External link].
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 South Branch headwaters and course




The exact location of the South Branch's source is northwest of Hightown along U.S. Route 250[image: External link] on the eastern side of Lantz Mountain (3,934 ft) in Highland County. From Hightown, the South Branch is a small meandering stream[image: External link] that flows northeast along Blue Grass Valley Road through the communities of New Hampden[image: External link] and Blue Grass[image: External link]. At Forks of Waters[image: External link], the South Branch joins with Strait Creek and flows north across the Virginia/West Virginia border into Pendleton County[image: External link]. The river then travels on a northeastern course along the western side of Jack Mountain (4,045 ft), followed by Sandy Ridge (2,297 ft) along U.S. Route 220[image: External link]. North of the confluence of the South Branch with Smith Creek, the river flows along Town Mountain (2,848 ft) around Franklin[image: External link] at the junction of U.S. Route 220 and U.S. Route 33[image: External link]. After Franklin, the South Branch continues north through the Monongahela National Forest[image: External link] to Upper Tract[image: External link] where it joins with three sizeable streams: Reeds Creek, Mill Run, and Deer Run. Between Big Mountain (2,582 ft) and Cave Mountain (2,821 ft), the South Branch bends around the Eagle Rock (1,483 ft) outcrop and continues its flow northward into Grant County[image: External link]. Into Grant, the South Branch follows the western side of Cave Mountain through the 20-mile (32 km) long Smoke Hole Canyon[image: External link], until its confluence with the North Fork[image: External link] at Cabins[image: External link], where it flows east to Petersburg[image: External link]. At Petersburg, the South Branch is joined with the South Branch Valley Railroad[image: External link], which it parallels until its mouth at Green Spring[image: External link].

In its eastern course from Petersburg into Hardy County[image: External link], the South Branch becomes more navigable allowing for canoes[image: External link] and smaller river vessels. The river splits and forms a series of large islands while it heads northeast to Moorefield[image: External link]. At Moorefield, the South Branch is joined by the South Fork South Branch Potomac River[image: External link] and runs north to Old Fields[image: External link] where it is fed by Anderson Run and Stony Run. At McNeill[image: External link], the South Branch flows into the Trough[image: External link] where it is bound to its west by Mill Creek Mountain[image: External link] (2,119 ft) and to its east by Sawmill Ridge (1,644 ft). This area is the habitat to bald eagles[image: External link]. The Trough passes into Hampshire County[image: External link] and ends at its confluence with Sawmill Run south of Glebe[image: External link] and Sector[image: External link]. The South Branch continues north parallel to South Branch River Road (County Route[image: External link] 8) toward Romney[image: External link] with a number of historic plantation farms adjoining it. En route to Romney, the river is fed by Buffalo Run, Mill Run[image: External link], McDowell Run, and Mill Creek[image: External link] at Vanderlip[image: External link]. The South Branch is traversed by the Northwestern Turnpike[image: External link] (U.S. Route 50[image: External link]) and joined by Sulphur Spring Run where it forms Valley View Island[image: External link] to the west of town. Flowing north of Romney, the river still follows the eastern side of Mill Creek Mountain until it creates a horseshoe bend at Wappocomo[image: External link]'s Hanging Rocks[image: External link] around the George W. Washington plantation, Ridgedale[image: External link]. To the west of Three Churches[image: External link] on the western side of South Branch Mountain[image: External link], 3,028 feet (923 m), the South Branch creates a series of bends and flows to the northeast by Springfield[image: External link] through Blue's Ford. After two additional horseshoe bends (meanders), the South Branch flows under the old Baltimore and Ohio Railroad[image: External link] mainline between Green Spring[image: External link] and South Branch Depot[image: External link], and joins the North Branch to form the Potomac.
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 South Branch tributaries





	
Big Run[image: External link] (West Virginia)

	
Buffalo Creek[image: External link] (West Virginia)

	
Lunice Creek[image: External link] (West Virginia)

	
Mill Creek[image: External link] (West Virginia)

	
Mill Run[image: External link] (West Virginia)

	
North Fork South Branch Potomac River[image: External link] (West Virginia)

	
Mill Creek[image: External link] (West Virginia)

	
Seneca Creek[image: External link] (West Virginia)





	
South Fork South Branch Potomac River[image: External link] (West Virginia/Virginia)

	
Kettle Creek[image: External link] (West Virginia)







Click-here for a watershed map[image: External link]
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 North Fork South Branch Potomac River




The North Fork South Branch Potomac River, 43.6 miles (70.2 km) long,[1] forms just north of the Virginia/West Virginia border in Pendleton County[image: External link] at the confluence of the Laurel Fork[image: External link] and Straight Fork along Big Mountain 3,881 feet (1,183 m). From Circleville[image: External link], the North Fork flows northeast through Pendleton County between the Fore Knobs 2,949 feet (899 m) to its west and the River Knobs[image: External link], 2,490 feet (759 m) to its east. At Seneca Rocks[image: External link], the North Fork is met by Seneca Creek[image: External link]. From Seneca Rocks, the North Fork continues to flow northeast along the western edge of North Fork Mountain 3,389 feet (1033 m) into Grant County[image: External link]. Flowing east through North Fork Gap, the North Fork joins the South Branch Potomac at the town of Cabins[image: External link], west of Petersburg[image: External link].
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 South Fork South Branch Potomac River




The South Fork South Branch Potomac River forms just north of U.S. Route 250[image: External link] in Highland County[image: External link], Virginia[image: External link] near Head Waters[image: External link] and flows 68.4 miles (110.1 km)[1] north-northeastward to the South Branch Potomac River at Moorefield[image: External link] in Hardy County[image: External link], West Virginia. From 1896 to 1929, it was named the Moorefield River by the Board on Geographic Names[image: External link] to avoid confusion with the South Branch.
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 Upper Potomac River




This stretch encompasses the stretch of the Potomac River from the confluence[image: External link] of the North and South Branches to the beginning of tidewater, just below the Little Falls Branch[image: External link] in Washington, D.C.
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 Upper Potomac tributaries





	Above the Fall Line

	
North Branch Potomac River[image: External link] (Maryland/West Virginia)

	
South Branch Potomac River[image: External link] (West Virginia/Virginia)

	
Town Creek[image: External link] (Maryland/Pennsylvania)

	
Little Cacapon River[image: External link] (West Virginia)

	
North Fork Little Cacapon River[image: External link] (West Virginia)

	
South Fork Little Cacapon River[image: External link] (West Virginia)





	
Sideling Hill Creek[image: External link] (Maryland/Pennsylvania)

	
Cacapon River[image: External link] (West Virginia)

	
Capon Springs Run[image: External link] (West Virginia)

	
Dillons Run[image: External link] (West Virginia)

	
Edwards Run[image: External link] (West Virginia)

	
Lost River[image: External link] (West Virginia)

	
Mill Branch[image: External link] (West Virginia)

	
North River[image: External link] (West Virginia)

	
Grassy Lick Run[image: External link] (West Virginia)

	
Tearcoat Creek[image: External link] (West Virginia)

	
Bearwallow Creek[image: External link] (West Virginia)









	
Trout Run[image: External link] (West Virginia)





	
Sir Johns Run[image: External link] (West Virginia)

	
Warm Spring Run[image: External link] (West Virginia)

	
Tonoloway Creek[image: External link] (Maryland/Pennsylvania)

	
Fifteenmile Creek[image: External link] (Maryland/Pennsylvania)

	
Sleepy Creek[image: External link] (West Virginia/Virginia)

	
Meadow Branch[image: External link] (West Virginia)





	
Cherry Run[image: External link] (West Virginia)

	
Back Creek[image: External link] (West Virginia/Virginia)

	
Hogue Creek[image: External link] (Virginia)

	
Isaacs Creek[image: External link] (Virginia)

	
Tilhance Creek[image: External link] (West Virginia)





	
Conococheague Creek[image: External link] (Maryland/Pennsylvania)

	
Back Creek[image: External link] (Pennsylvania)





	
Opequon Creek[image: External link] (West Virginia/Virginia)

	
Middle Creek[image: External link] (West Virginia)

	
Mill Creek[image: External link] (West Virginia/Virginia)

	
Tuscarora Creek[image: External link] (West Virginia)





	
Antietam Creek[image: External link] (Pennsylvania/Maryland)

	
Shenandoah River[image: External link] (West Virginia/Virginia)

	
North Fork Shenandoah River[image: External link] (Virginia)

	
Cedar Creek[image: External link] (Virginia)

	
Smith Creek[image: External link] (Virginia)





	
South Fork Shenandoah River[image: External link] (Virginia)





	
Catoctin Creek[image: External link] (Virginia)

	
Catoctin Creek[image: External link] (Maryland)

	
Tuscarora Creek[image: External link] (Maryland)

	
Monocacy River[image: External link] (Maryland)

	
Bennett Creek (Maryland)

	
Ballenger Creek[image: External link] (Maryland)

	
Bush Creek (Maryland)

	
Linganore Creek[image: External link] (Maryland)

	
Carroll Creek[image: External link] (Maryland)

	
Tuscarora Creek[image: External link] (Maryland)

	
Double Pipe Creek[image: External link] (Maryland)

	
Toms Creek[image: External link] (Pennsylvania)

	
Marsh Creek[image: External link] (Pennsylvania/Maryland)

	
Rock Creek[image: External link] (Pennsylvania/Maryland)





	
Little Monocacy River[image: External link] (Maryland)

	
Broad Run[image: External link] (Maryland)

	
Goose Creek[image: External link] (Virginia)

	
Little River[image: External link] (Virginia)

	
Sycolin Creek (Virginia)

	
Tuscarora Creek (Virginia)

	
Cattail Branch (Virginia)





	
Broad Run[image: External link] (Virginia)

	
Horsepen Run (Virginia)

	
Cabin Branch (Virginia)

	
Beaverdam Run (Virginia)





	Horsepen Branch (Maryland)

	
Sugarland Run (Virginia)

	
Seneca Creek[image: External link] (Maryland)

	
Dry Seneca Creek (Maryland)

	
Little Seneca Creek[image: External link] (Maryland)

	
Tenmile Creek[image: External link] (Maryland)





	
Great Seneca Creek[image: External link] (Maryland)





	Old Sugarland Run (Virginia)

	
Muddy Branch[image: External link] (Maryland)

	Nichols Run (Virginia)

	
Watts Branch[image: External link] (Maryland)

	Limekiln Branch (Maryland)

	Carroll Branch (Maryland)

	Pond Run (Virginia)

	Clarks Branch (Virginia)

	Mine Run Branch (Virginia)

	
Difficult Run[image: External link] (Virginia)

	Bullneck Run (Virginia)

	
Rock Run[image: External link] (Maryland)

	Scott Run (Virginia)

	Dead Run (Virginia)

	Turkey Run (Virginia)

	
Cabin John Creek[image: External link] (Maryland)

	Minnehaha Branch (Maryland)

	
Little Falls Branch[image: External link] (Maryland)

	
Pimmit Run[image: External link] (Virginia)
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 Tidal Potomac River




The tidal or Lower Potomac River lies below the Fall Line. This stretch encompasses the Potomac from about one mile (2 km) below the Washington, DC[image: External link] - Montgomery County line, just below the Little Falls of the Potomac River[image: External link] where the tidal river begins, to Chesapeake Bay[image: External link].
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 Tidal Potomac tributaries





	
Gulf Branch[image: External link] (Virginia)

	
Donaldson Run[image: External link] (Virginia)

	
Windy Run[image: External link] (Virginia)

	
Spout Run[image: External link] (Virginia)

	
Maddox Branch[image: External link] (District of Columbia)

	
Foundry Branch[image: External link] (District of Columbia)

	
Rock Creek (District of Columbia/Maryland)

	Rocky Run (Virginia) (paved over)

	
Tiber Creek (District of Columbia) (paved over)

	Roaches Run (Virginia)

	
Washington Channel[image: External link] (District of Columbia)

	
Anacostia River (District of Columbia/Maryland; Buzzard Point[image: External link])

	
Stickfoot Branch (District of Columbia)

	
Pope Branch[image: External link] (District of Columbia)

	
Watts Branch[image: External link] (District of Columbia/Maryland)

	
Hickey Run[image: External link] (District of Columbia)

	
Beaverdam Creek (District of Columbia/Maryland)

	
Northwest Branch Anacostia River[image: External link] (Maryland)

	
Sligo Creek[image: External link] (Maryland)





	
Northeast Branch Anacostia River[image: External link] (Maryland)

	
Paint Branch[image: External link] (Maryland)









	
Four Mile Run[image: External link] (Virginia)

	Lubber Run (Virginia)

	Long Branch (upper) (Virginia)

	Doctors Run (Doctors Branch) (Virginia)

	Lucky Run (Virginia) (paved over)

	Long Branch (lower) (Virginia)





	
Oxon Creek[image: External link] (District of Columbia/Maryland)

	
Hunting Creek[image: External link] (Virginia)

	
Broad Creek (Maryland)

	Henson Creek (Maryland)

	Swan Creek (Maryland)

	
Piscataway Creek[image: External link] (Maryland)

	
Little Hunting Creek[image: External link] (Virginia)

	
Dogue Creek[image: External link] (Virginia)

	
Accotink Creek[image: External link] (Virginia)

	
Pohick Creek[image: External link] (Virginia)

	
Pomonkey Creek[image: External link] (Maryland)

	
Occoquan River[image: External link] (Virginia)

	
Bull Run[image: External link] (Virginia)

	
Broad Run[image: External link] (Virginia)

	
Cedar Run[image: External link] (Virginia)





	
Neabsco Creek[image: External link] (Virginia)

	
Powell's Creek (Virginia)

	
Mattawoman Creek[image: External link] (Maryland)

	
Chicamuxen Creek (Maryland)

	
Quantico Creek[image: External link] (Virginia)

	
Little Creek (Virginia)

	
Chopawamsic Creek[image: External link] (Virginia)

	
Tank Creek (Virginia)

	
Aquia Creek[image: External link] (Virginia)

	
Potomac Creek[image: External link] (Virginia)

	
Accokeek Creek[image: External link] (Virginia)





	
Nanjemoy Creek[image: External link] (Maryland)

	
Port Tobacco River[image: External link] (Maryland)

	
Popes Creek[image: External link] (Maryland)

	
Gambo Creek (Virginia)

	
Piccowaxen Creek (Maryland)

	
Upper Machodoc Creek (Virginia)

	
Cuckold Creek (Maryland)

	
Wicomico River[image: External link] (Maryland)

	
Cobb Island (Maryland)

	
Monroe Creek (Virginia)

	
Mattox Creek[image: External link] (Virginia)

	
Popes Creek[image: External link] (Virginia)

	
Breton Bay, Leonardtown (Maryland)

	
St. Marys River[image: External link] (Maryland)

	
Yeocomico River[image: External link] (Virginia)

	
Coan River[image: External link] (Virginia)

	
Hull Creek[image: External link] (Virginia)

	
Sword's Creek (Maryland)
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 Fish




A variety of fish inhabit the Potomac, including bass[image: External link], muskellunge[image: External link], pike[image: External link], walleye[image: External link]. The northern snakehead[image: External link], an invasive species resembling the native bowfin[image: External link], lamprey[image: External link], and American eel[image: External link], was first seen in 2004.[27][28] Although rare, bull sharks[image: External link] can be found.[29]
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 See also





	Air Florida Flight 90[image: External link]

	List of cities and towns along the Potomac River[image: External link]

	List of crossings of the Potomac River[image: External link]

	List of islands on the Potomac River[image: External link]

	List of rivers of Maryland[image: External link]

	List of rivers of Virginia[image: External link]

	List of rivers of West Virginia[image: External link]

	List of tributaries of the Potomac River[image: External link]

	List of variant names of the Potomac River[image: External link]

	Potomac Heritage Trail[image: External link]
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East Coast of the United States






The East Coast of the United States is the coastline[image: External link] along which the Eastern United States meets the North Atlantic Ocean[image: External link]. This area is also known as the Eastern Seaboard, the Atlantic Coast, and the Atlantic Seaboard. The coastal states[image: External link] that have shoreline[image: External link] on the Atlantic Ocean are, from north to south, Maine, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York[image: External link], New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia[image: External link], North Carolina, South Carolina[image: External link], Georgia, and Florida[image: External link].
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 Toponymy and composition




The place name[image: External link] "East Coast" derives from the idea that the contiguous 48 states are defined by two major coastlines, one at the western edge and one on the eastern edge. Other terms for referring to this area include the "Eastern Seaboard[image: External link]" ("seaboard" being American English for coast[image: External link]), "Atlantic Coast", and "Atlantic Seaboard" (because the coastline lies along the Atlantic Ocean[image: External link]).

The fourteen states that have a shoreline on the Atlantic Ocean are, from north to south, the U.S. states of Maine, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, Connecticut, New York[image: External link], New Jersey, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia[image: External link], North Carolina, South Carolina[image: External link], Georgia, and Florida[image: External link].[1] In addition, Pennsylvania and the District of Columbia border tidal arms of the Atlantic (the Delaware River[image: External link] and the Potomac River, respectively).

Although Vermont[image: External link] and West Virginia have no Atlantic coastline, they are sometimes grouped with the Eastern Seaboard states because of their locations in New England and the Old South[image: External link][2] and their history as part of the land base of the original Thirteen Colonies (viz. the Colony of New Hampshire[image: External link], the Colony of New York[image: External link] and the Colony of Virginia[image: External link]).
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 Colonial history




The original thirteen colonies[image: External link] of Great Britain[image: External link] in North America all lay along the East Coast.[a]

Two additional U.S. states on the East Coast were not among the original thirteen colonies: Maine[image: External link] (became part of the English colony of Massachusetts in 1677)[3] and Florida[image: External link] (part of New Spain[image: External link] until 1821, though held by the British for 20 years after the French and Indian War[image: External link]).[4]

The Middle Colonies[image: External link] (New Jersey, Pennsylvania, New York, and Delaware) had been owned by the Dutch[image: External link] as New Netherland[image: External link], until they were captured by the English[image: External link] in the mid-to-late 17th century.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Climate and physical geography




There are three climate regions on the East Coast from north to south:

The region from northern Maine south to about central Connecticut has a continental climate[image: External link], with warm summers and long, cold and snowy winters. The region from southern Connecticut south to about the Virginia Eastern Shore has a temperate climate, with hot summers and cool winters with a mix of rain and snow. The region from southeastern Virginia (including the greater Norfolk/Virginia Beach area) south to central Florida has a humid subtropical climate, with long hot summers and mild winters. The far southern portion of the East Coast from south-central Florida southward ( Stuart[image: External link], south through the Florida Keys[image: External link]) has a tropical climate, which is frost free and is warm to hot all year.

Average monthly precipitation ranges from a slight late fall (November) maximum from Massachusetts northward (as at Portland, Maine[image: External link]), to a slight summer maximum from Long Island[image: External link] south to Virginia (as at Wilmington, Delaware[image: External link], and Norfolk, Virginia[image: External link]), to a more pronounced summer maximum from Cape Hatteras[image: External link], North Carolina, southward to Savannah, Georgia[image: External link]. Florida has a sharp wet-summer/dry-winter pattern, with 60 to 70 percent of precipitation falling between June and October in an average year.

Although landfalls are rare, the Eastern seaboard is susceptible to hurricanes[image: External link] in the Atlantic hurricane season, officially running from June 1 to November 30, although hurricanes can occur before or after these dates.[5] Hurricanes Hazel[image: External link], Hugo[image: External link], Bob[image: External link], Isabel[image: External link], Irene[image: External link], and most recently Sandy[image: External link] are some of the more significant storms to have affected the region.

The East Coast is a low-relief, passive margin[image: External link] coast.[6] It has been shaped by the Pleistocene glaciation[image: External link] in the far northern areas from New York City northward, with offshore islands such as Nantucket[image: External link], Block Island[image: External link], Fishers Island[image: External link], the nearly peninsular Long Island[image: External link] and New York City's Staten Island[image: External link] the result of terminal moraines[image: External link], with Massachusetts' unique peninsula of Cape Cod[image: External link] showing the additional action of outwash plains[image: External link], besides terminal moraines. The coastal plain broadens southwards, separated from the Piedmont[image: External link] region by the Atlantic Seaboard fall line of the East Coast rivers, often marking the head of navigation and prominent sites of cities. The coastal areas from Long Island south to Florida are often made up of barrier islands[image: External link] that front the coastal areas. Many of the larger capes along the lower East Coast are in fact barrier islands, like the Outer Banks[image: External link] of North Carolina and Cape Canaveral[image: External link], Florida. The Florida Keys are made up of limestone coral and provide the only coral reefs[image: External link] on the US mainland.
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 Demographics




In 2010, the population of the states which have shoreline on the East Coast was estimated at 112,642,503 (36% of the country's total population). The East Coast is the most populated coastal area in the United States. [7]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Transportation




The primary Interstate Highway[image: External link] along the East Coast is Interstate 95,[8] completed in the late 1970s, which replaced the historic U.S. Route 1[image: External link] (Atlantic Highway[image: External link]),[9][10] the original federal highway that traversed all East Coast states (except Delaware).[11][12] By water, the East Coast is connected from Norfolk, Virginia[image: External link], to Miami, Florida[image: External link], by the Intracoastal Waterway[image: External link], also known as the East Coast Canal, which was completed in 1912.[13][14] Amtrak's Downeaster[image: External link] and Northeast Regional[image: External link] offer the main passenger rail[image: External link] service on the Seaboard. The Acela Express offers the only high-speed rail[image: External link] passenger service in the Americas. Between New York and Boston the Acela Express has up to a 54% share of the combined train and air passenger market.[15][16]

Some of the largest airports in the United States are located in states which lie in the East Coast of the United States, such as John F. Kennedy International Airport[image: External link] in New York, Logan International Airport[image: External link] in Boston, Newark Liberty Airport[image: External link] in Newark, New Jersey, Philadelphia International Airport[image: External link] in Philadelphia, Washington-Dulles International Airport[image: External link] near Washington, D.C., Hartsfield International Airport[image: External link] in Atlanta, Miami International Airport[image: External link] in Miami, Tampa International Airport[image: External link] in Tampa and Orlando International Airport[image: External link] in Orlando, Florida.
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	Atlantic coastal plain[image: External link]

	Atlantic Seaboard fall line

	
BosWash[image: External link] (Boston, Massachusetts, and Washington, D.C.)

	Northeast megalopolis
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 Notes






	
^ Those colonies were New Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay, Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia. While Pennsylvania is not directly along the Atlantic shoreline, it borders the tidal portion of the Delaware River[image: External link], and the city of Philadelphia was a major seaport.
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The United States Constitution is the supreme law[image: External link] of the United States of America.[1] The Constitution[image: External link], originally comprising seven articles, delineates the national frame of government. Its first three articles entrench[image: External link] the doctrine of the separation of powers[image: External link], whereby the federal government is divided into three branches: the legislative, consisting of the bicameral[image: External link] Congress; the executive[image: External link], consisting of the President; and the judicial, consisting of the Supreme Court and other federal courts. Articles Four[image: External link], Five[image: External link] and Six[image: External link] entrench concepts of federalism[image: External link], describing the rights and responsibilities of state governments and of the states in relationship to the federal government. Article Seven[image: External link] establishes the procedure subsequently used by the thirteen States to ratify[image: External link] it.

Since the Constitution came into force[image: External link] in 1789, it has been amended[image: External link] twenty-seven times[2] to meet the changing needs of a nation now profoundly different from the eighteenth-century world in which its creators lived.[3] In general, the first ten amendments, known collectively as the Bill of Rights, offer specific protections of individual liberty and justice and place restrictions on the powers of government.[4][5] The majority of the seventeen later amendments expand individual civil rights protections. Others address issues related to federal authority or modify government processes and procedures. Amendments to the United States Constitution, unlike ones made to many constitutions worldwide, are appended to the document. All four pages[6] of the original U.S. Constitution are written on parchment[image: External link].[7]

According to the United States Senate: "The Constitution's first three words—We the People—affirm that the government of the United States exists to serve its citizens. For over two centuries the Constitution has remained in force because its framers wisely separated and balanced governmental powers to safeguard the interests of majority rule and minority rights, of liberty and equality, and of the federal and state governments."[3]

The first permanent constitution of its kind[a], adopted by the people's representatives for an expansive nation, it is interpreted, supplemented, and implemented by a large body of constitutional law[image: External link], and has influenced the constitutions of other nations.
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See also: History of the United States Constitution[image: External link]
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From September 5, 1774 to March 1, 1781, the Continental Congress functioned as the provisional government[image: External link] of the United States. Delegates to the First (1774) and then the Second (1775–1781) Continental Congress were chosen largely through the action of committees of correspondence[image: External link] in various colonies rather than through the colonial or later state legislatures. In no formal sense was it a gathering representative of existing colonial governments; it represented the dissatisfied elements of the people, such persons as were sufficiently interested to act, despite the strenuous opposition of the loyalists and the obstruction or disfavor of colonial governors.[10] The process of selecting the delegates for the First and Second Continental Congresses underscores the revolutionary role of the people of the colonies in establishing a central governing body. Endowed by the people collectively, the Continental Congress alone possessed those attributes of external sovereignty which entitled it to be called a state in the international sense, while the separate states, exercising a limited or internal sovereignty, may rightly be considered a creation of the Continental Congress, which preceded them and brought them into being.[11]
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Main article: Articles of Confederation[image: External link]


The Articles of Confederation and Perpetual Union[image: External link] was the first constitution of the United States.[12] It was drafted by the Second Continental Congress from mid-1776 through late-1777, and ratification by all 13 states was completed by early 1781. Under the Articles of Confederation, the central government's power was quite limited. The Confederation Congress could make decisions, but lacked enforcement powers. Implementation of most decisions, including modifications to the Articles, required unanimous approval of all thirteen state legislatures.[13]

Although, in a way, the Congressional powers in Article 9 made the "league of states as cohesive and strong as any similar sort of republican confederation in history",[14] the chief problem was, in the words of George Washington, "no money".[15] The Continental Congress could print money but the currency was worthless. (A popular phrase of the times called a useless object or person ... not worth a Continental, referring to the Continental dollar.) Congress could borrow money, but couldn't pay it back.[15] No state paid all their U.S. taxes; some paid nothing. Some few paid an amount equal to interest on the national debt owed to their citizens, but no more.[15] No interest was paid on debt owed foreign governments. By 1786, the United States would default on outstanding debts as their dates came due.[15]

Internationally, the Articles of Confederation did little to enhance the United States' ability to defend its sovereignty. Most of the troops in the 625-man United States Army were deployed facing – but not threatening – British forts on American soil. They had not been paid; some were deserting and others threatening mutiny.[16] Spain[image: External link] closed New Orleans[image: External link] to American commerce; U.S. officials protested, but to no effect. Barbary pirates[image: External link] began seizing American ships of commerce; the Treasury had no funds to pay their ransom. If any military crisis required action, the Congress had no credit or taxing power to finance a response.[15]

Domestically, the Articles of Confederation was failing to bring unity to the diverse sentiments and interests of the various states. Although the Treaty of Paris (1783)[image: External link] was signed between Great Britain[image: External link] and the U.S., and named each of the American states, various individual states proceeded blithely to violate it. New York and South Carolina repeatedly prosecuted Loyalists[image: External link] for wartime activity and redistributed their lands.[15] Individual state legislatures independently laid embargoes, negotiated directly with foreign authorities, raised armies, and made war, all violating the letter and the spirit of the Articles.

In September 1786, during an inter–state convention[image: External link] to discuss and develop a consensus about reversing the protectionist trade barriers that each state had erected, James Madison angrily questioned whether the Articles of Confederation was a binding compact or even a viable government. Connecticut paid nothing and "positively refused" to pay U.S. assessments for two years.[17] A rumor had it that a " seditious[image: External link] party" of New York legislators had opened a conversation with the Viceroy of Canada[image: External link]. To the south, the British were said to be openly funding Creek[image: External link] Indian raids on white settlers in Georgia and adjacent territory. Savannah (then-capital of Georgia) had been fortified, and the state of Georgia was under martial law[image: External link].[18] Additionally, during Shays' Rebellion[image: External link] (August 1786 – June 1787) in Massachusetts, Congress could provide no money to support an endangered constituent state. General Benjamin Lincoln[image: External link] was obliged to raise funds from Boston merchants to pay for a volunteer army.[19]

Congress was paralyzed. It could do nothing significant without nine states, and some legislation required all thirteen. When a state produced only one member in attendance, its vote was not counted. If a state's delegation were evenly divided, its vote could not be counted towards the nine-count requirement.[20] The Articles Congress had "virtually ceased trying to govern".[21] The vision of a "respectable nation" among nations seemed to be fading in the eyes of revolutionaries such as George Washington, Benjamin Franklin[image: External link], and Rufus King[image: External link]. Their dream of a republic[image: External link], a nation without hereditary rulers, with power derived from the people in frequent elections, was in doubt.[22]

On February 21, 1787, the Confederation Congress called a convention of state delegates at Philadelphia to propose a plan of government.[23] Unlike earlier attempts, the convention was not meant for new laws or piecemeal alterations, but for the "sole and express purpose of revising the Articles of Confederation". The convention was not limited to commerce; rather, it was intended to "render the federal constitution adequate to the exigencies[image: External link] of government and the preservation of the Union." The proposal might take effect when approved by Congress and the states.[24]
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 1787 Drafting




Main article: Constitutional Convention (United States)


On the appointed day, May 14, 1787, only the Virginia and Pennsylvania delegations were present, and so the convention's opening meeting was postponed for lack of a quorum.[25] A quorum of seven states met and deliberations began on May 25. Eventually twelve states were represented; 74 delegates were named, 55 attended and 39 signed.[26] The delegates were generally convinced that an effective central government with a wide range of enforceable powers must replace the weaker Congress established by the Articles of Confederation. Their depth of knowledge and experience in self-government was remarkable. As Thomas Jefferson in Paris wrote to John Adams in London, "It really is an assembly of demigods."

Delegates used two streams of intellectual tradition, and any one delegate could be found using both or a mixture depending on the subject under discussion: foreign affairs, the economy, national government, or federal relationships among the states. Two plans for structuring the federal government arose at the convention's outset:


	The Virginia Plan[image: External link] (also known as the Large State Plan or the Randolph Plan) proposed that the legislative department of the national government be composed of a Bicameral[image: External link] Congress, with both chambers elected with apportionment according to population. Generally favoring the most highly populated states, it used the philosophy of John Locke[image: External link] to rely on consent of the governed, Montesquieu[image: External link] for divided government, and Edward Coke[image: External link] to emphasize civil liberties[image: External link].[27]


	The New Jersey Plan[image: External link] proposed that the legislative department be a unicameral[image: External link] body with one vote per state. Generally favoring the less-populous states, it used the philosophy of English Whigs[image: External link] such as Edmund Burke[image: External link] to rely on received procedure and William Blackstone[image: External link] to emphasize sovereignty of the legislature. This position reflected the belief that the states were independent entities and, as they entered the United States of America freely and individually, remained so.[28]




On May 31, the Convention devolved into a "Committee of the Whole[image: External link]" to consider the Virginia Plan. On June 13, the Virginia resolutions in amended form were reported out of committee. The New Jersey plan was put forward in response to the Virginia Plan.

A "Committee of Eleven" (one delegate from each state represented) met from July 2 to 16[29] to work out a compromise on the issue of representation in the federal legislature. All agreed to a republican form of government grounded in representing the people in the states. For the legislature, two issues were to be decided: how the votes were to be allocated among the states in the Congress, and how the representatives should be elected. In its report, now known as the Connecticut Compromise[image: External link] (or "Great Compromise"), the committee proposed proportional representation for seats in the House of Representatives based on population (with the people voting for representatives), and equal representation for each State in the Senate (with each state's legislators generally choosing their respective senators), and that all money bills would originate in the House.[30]

The Great Compromise ended the stalemate between "patriots" and "nationalists", leading to numerous other compromises in a spirit of accommodation. There were sectional interests to be balanced by the Three-Fifths Compromise[image: External link]; reconciliation on Presidential term, powers, and method of selection; and jurisdiction of the federal judiciary.

On July 24, a "Committee of Detail[image: External link]" – John Rutledge[image: External link] (South Carolina), Edmund Randolph[image: External link] (Virginia), Nathaniel Gorham[image: External link] (Massachusetts), Oliver Ellsworth[image: External link] (Connecticut), and James Wilson[image: External link] (Pennsylvania) – was elected to draft a detailed constitution reflective of the Resolutions passed by the convention up to that point.[31] The Convention recessed from July 26 to August 6 to await the report of this "Committee of Detail[image: External link]". Overall, the report of the committee conformed to the resolutions adopted by the Convention, adding some elements. A twenty-three article (plus preamble) constitution was presented.[32]

From August 6 to September 10, the report of the committee of detail was discussed, section by section and clause by clause. Details were attended to, and further compromises were effected.[29][31] Toward the close of these discussions, on September 8, a "Committee of Style and Arrangement" – Alexander Hamilton (New York), William Samuel Johnson[image: External link] (Connecticut), Rufus King[image: External link] (Massachusetts), James Madison (Virginia), and Gouverneur Morris[image: External link] (Pennsylvania) – was appointed to distill a final draft constitution from the twenty-three approved articles.[31] The final draft, presented to the convention on September 12, contained seven articles, a preamble[image: External link] and a closing endorsement[image: External link], of which Morris was the primary author.[26] The committee also presented a proposed letter to accompany the constitution when delivered to Congress.[33]

The final document, engrossed[image: External link] by Jacob Shallus[image: External link],[34] was taken up on Monday, September 17, at the Convention's final session. Several of the delegates were disappointed in the result, a makeshift series of unfortunate compromises. Some delegates left before the ceremony, and three others refused to sign. Of the thirty-nine signers, Benjamin Franklin[image: External link] summed up, addressing the Convention: "There are several parts of this Constitution which I do not at present approve, but I am not sure I shall never approve them." He would accept the Constitution, "because I expect no better and because I am not sure that it is not the best".[35]

The advocates of the Constitution were anxious to obtain unanimous support of all twelve states represented in the Convention. Their accepted formula for the closing endorsement was "Done in Convention, by the unanimous consent of the States present." At the end of the convention, the proposal was agreed to by eleven state delegations and the lone remaining delegate from New York, Alexander Hamilton.[36]
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 1788 Ratification




Transmitted to the United States in Congress Assembled then sitting in New York City, the new Constitution was forwarded to the states by Congress recommending the ratification process outlined in the Constitution. Each state legislature was to call elections for a "Federal Convention" to ratify the new Constitution. They expanded the franchise[image: External link] beyond the Constitutional requirement to more nearly embrace "the people". Eleven ratified in 1787 or 1788, and all thirteen had done so by 1790. The Congress of the Confederation certified eleven states to begin the new government, and called the states to hold elections to begin operation. It then dissolved itself on March 4, 1789, the day the first session of the Congress of the United States[image: External link] began. George Washington was inaugurated as President two months later.

It was within the power of the old Congress of the Confederation to expedite or block the ratification of the new Constitution. The document that the Philadelphia Convention presented was technically only a revision of the Articles of Confederation. But the last article of the new instrument provided that when ratified by conventions in nine states (or two-thirds at the time), it should go into effect among the States so acting.

Then followed an arduous process of ratification[image: External link] of the Constitution by specially constituted conventions. The need for only nine states' approval was a controversial decision at the time, since the Articles of Confederation[image: External link] could only be amended by unanimous vote of all the states.

Three members of the Convention – Madison, Gorham[image: External link], and King[image: External link] – were also Members of Congress. They proceeded at once to New York, where Congress was in session, to placate the expected opposition. Aware of their vanishing authority, Congress, on September 28, after some debate, resolved unanimously to submit the Constitution to the States for action, "in conformity to the resolves of the Convention",[37] but with no recommendation either for or against its adoption.

Two parties soon developed, one in opposition, the Anti-Federalists[image: External link], and one in support, the Federalists[image: External link], of the Constitution; and the Constitution was debated, criticized, and expounded upon clause by clause. Hamilton, Madison, and Jay[image: External link], under the name of Publius[image: External link], wrote a series of commentaries, now known as The Federalist Papers[image: External link], in support of ratification in the state of New York[image: External link], at that time a hotbed of anti-Federalism. These commentaries on the Constitution, written during the struggle for ratification, have been frequently cited by the Supreme Court as an authoritative contemporary interpretation of the meaning of its provisions. The dispute over additional powers for the central government was close, and in some states ratification was effected only after a bitter struggle in the state convention itself.

The Continental Congress – which still functioned at irregular intervals – passed a resolution on September 13, 1788, to put the new Constitution into operation with eleven states.[38] North Carolina and Rhode Island ratified by May 1790.
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Several ideas in the Constitution were new. These were associated with the combination of consolidated government along with federal relationships with constituent states.

The Due Process Clause[image: External link] of the Constitution was partly based on common law[image: External link] and on Magna Carta[image: External link] (1215), which had become a foundation of English liberty against arbitrary power wielded by a ruler.

Among the most prominent political theorists of the late eighteenth century were William Blackstone[image: External link], John Locke[image: External link], and Montesquieu[image: External link].[39]

Both the influence of Edward Coke[image: External link] and William Blackstone were evident at the Convention. In his Institutes of the Lawes of England[image: External link], Edward Coke interpreted Magna Carta protections and rights to apply not just to nobles, but to all British subjects. In writing the Virginia Charter of 1606[image: External link], he enabled the King in Parliament to give those to be born in the colonies all rights and liberties as though they were born in England. William Blackstone's Commentaries on the Laws of England[image: External link] were the most influential books on law in the new republic.

British political philosopher John Locke following the Glorious Revolution[image: External link] (1688) was a major influence expanding on the contract theory of government advanced by Thomas Hobbes[image: External link]. Locke advanced the principle of consent of the governed[image: External link] in his Two Treatises of Government[image: External link]. Government's duty under a social contract[image: External link] among the sovereign people was to serve the people by protecting their rights. These basic rights were life, liberty and property[image: External link].

Montesquieu's influence on the framers is evident in Madison's Federalist No. 47[image: External link] and Hamilton's Federalist No. 78[image: External link]. Jefferson, Adams, and Mason were known to read Montesquieu.[40] Supreme Court Justices[image: External link], the ultimate interpreters of the Constitution, have cited to Montesquieu throughout the Court's history.[41] (See, e.g., Green v. Biddle[image: External link], 21 U.S. 1, 1, 36 (1823). United States v. Wood[image: External link], 39 U.S. 430, 438 (1840). Myers v. United States[image: External link], 272 U.S. 52, 116 (1926). Nixon v. Administrator of General Services[image: External link], 433 U.S. 425, 442 (1977). Bank Markazi v. Peterson[image: External link], 136 U.S. 1310, 1330 (2016). ) Montesquieu emphasized the need for balanced forces pushing against each other to prevent tyranny (reflecting the influence of Polybius[image: External link]'s 2nd century BC treatise on the checks and balances[image: External link] of the Roman Republic[image: External link]). In his The Spirit of the Laws[image: External link], Montesquieu argues that the separation of state powers should be by its service to the people's liberty: legislative, executive and judicial.

A substantial body of thought had been developed from the literature of republicanism in the United States, including work by John Adams and applied to the creation of state constitutions[image: External link].

The constitution was a federal one, and was influenced by the study of other federations, both ancient and extant.

The United States Bill of Rights consists of 10 amendments added to the Constitution in 1791, as supporters of the Constitution had promised critics during the debates of 1788.[42] The English Bill of Rights (1689)[image: External link] was an inspiration for the American Bill of Rights. Both require jury trials[image: External link], contain a right to keep and bear arms[image: External link], prohibit excessive bail[image: External link] and forbid "cruel and unusual punishments".[image: External link] Many liberties protected by state constitutions and the Virginia Declaration of Rights[image: External link] were incorporated into the Bill of Rights.
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 Original frame




Neither the Convention which drafted the Constitution, nor the Congress which sent it to the thirteen states for ratification in the autumn of 1787, gave it a lead caption. To fill this void, the document was most often titled "A frame of Government" when it was printed for the convenience of ratifying conventions and the information of the public.[43] This Frame of Government consisted of a preamble, seven articles and a signed closing endorsement.
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 Preamble




The preamble[image: External link] to the Constitution serves as an introductory statement[image: External link] of the document's fundamental purposes and guiding principles. It neither assigns powers to the federal government,[44] nor does it place specific limitations on government action. Rather, it sets out the origin, scope and purpose of the Constitution. Its origin and authority is in "We, the people of the United States". This echoes the Declaration of Independence. "One people" dissolved their connection with another, and assumed among the powers of the earth, a sovereign nation-state. The scope of the Constitution is twofold. First, "to form a more perfect Union" than had previously existed in the "perpetual Union" of the Articles of Confederation. Second, to "secure the blessings of liberty", which were to be enjoyed by not only the first generation, but for all who came after, "our posterity".[45]
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 Article One




Article One describes the Congress, the legislative branch[image: External link] of the federal government. Section 1, reads, "All legislative powers herein granted shall be vested in a Congress of the United States, which shall consist of a Senate and House of Representatives." The article establishes the manner of election and the qualifications of members of each body. Representatives must be at least 25 years old, be a citizen of the United States for seven years, and live in the state they represent. Senators must be at least 30 years old, be a citizen for nine years, and live in the state they represent.

Article I, Section 8[image: External link] enumerates the powers delegated to the legislature. Financially, Congress has the power to tax, borrow, pay debt and provide for the common defense and the general welfare; to regulate commerce, bankruptcies, and coin money. To regulate internal affairs, it has the power to regulate and govern military forces and militias, suppress insurrections and repel invasions. It is to provide for naturalization, standards of weights and measures, post offices and roads, and patents; to directly govern the federal district and cessions of land by the states for forts and arsenals. Internationally, Congress has the power to define and punish piracies and offenses against the Law of Nations, to declare war and make rules of war. The final Necessary and Proper Clause[image: External link], also known as the Elastic Clause, expressly confers incidental powers upon Congress without the Articles' requirement for express delegation for each and every power. Article I, Section 9[image: External link] lists eight specific limits on congressional power.

The Supreme Court has sometimes broadly interpreted the Commerce Clause[image: External link] and the Necessary and Proper Clause[image: External link] in Article One to allow Congress to enact legislation that is neither expressly allowed by the enumerated powers[image: External link] nor expressly denied in the limitations on Congress. In McCulloch v. Maryland[image: External link] (1819), the Supreme Court read the Necessary and Proper Clause to permit the federal government to take action that would "enable [it] to perform the high duties assigned to it [by the Constitution] in the manner most beneficial to the people",[46] even if that action is not itself within the enumerated powers. Chief Justice Marshall[image: External link] clarified: "Let the end be legitimate, let it be within the scope of the Constitution, and all means which are appropriate, which are plainly adapted to that end, which are not prohibited, but consist with the letter and spirit of the Constitution, are Constitutional."[46]
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 Article Two




Article Two[image: External link] describes the office of the President of the United States. The President is head of the executive branch[image: External link] of the federal government, as well as the nation's head of state[image: External link] and head of government[image: External link].

Article Two describes the office, qualifications and duties of the President of the United States and the Vice President. It is modified by the 12th Amendment[image: External link] which tacitly acknowledges political parties, and the 25th Amendment[image: External link] relating to office succession. The president is to receive only one compensation from the federal government. The inaugural oath is specified to preserve, protect and defend the Constitution.

The president is the Commander in Chief[image: External link] of the United States Armed Forces[image: External link] and state militias when they are mobilized. He or she makes treaties with the advice and consent[image: External link] of a two-thirds quorum of the Senate. To administer the federal government, the president commissions all the offices of the federal government as Congress directs; he or she may require the opinions of its principal officers and make "recess appointments[image: External link]" for vacancies that may happen during the recess of the Senate. The president is to see that the laws are faithfully executed, though he or she may grant reprieves and pardons except regarding Congressional impeachment[image: External link] of himself or other federal officers. The president reports to Congress on the State of the Union[image: External link], and by the Recommendation Clause[image: External link], recommends "necessary and expedient" national measures. The president may convene and adjourn Congress under special circumstances.

Section 4 provides for removal of the president and other federal officers. The president is removed on impeachment[image: External link] for, and conviction of, treason, bribery, or other high crimes and misdemeanors.
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 Article Three




Article Three[image: External link] describes the court system (the judicial branch[image: External link]), including the Supreme Court. There shall be one court called the Supreme Court. The article describes the kinds of cases the court takes as original jurisdiction[image: External link]. Congress can create lower courts and an appeals process. Congress enacts law defining crimes and providing for punishment. Article Three also protects the right to trial by jury[image: External link] in all criminal cases[image: External link], and defines the crime of treason[image: External link].

Section 1 vests the judicial power of the United States in federal courts, and with it, the authority to interpret and apply the law to a particular case. Also included is the power to punish, sentence, and direct future action to resolve conflicts. The Constitution outlines the U.S. judicial system. In the Judiciary Act of 1789, Congress began to fill in details. Currently, Title 28 of the U.S. Code[47] describes judicial powers and administration.

As of the First Congress, the Supreme Court justices rode circuit to sit as panels to hear appeals from the district courts.[b] In 1891, Congress enacted a new system. District courts would have original jurisdiction[image: External link]. Intermediate appellate courts (circuit courts) with exclusive jurisdiction[image: External link] heard regional appeals before consideration by the Supreme Court. The Supreme Court holds discretionary jurisdiction[image: External link], meaning that it does not have to hear every case that is brought to it.[47]

To enforce judicial decisions, the Constitution grants federal courts both criminal contempt[image: External link] and civil contempt[image: External link] powers. The court's summary punishment for contempt immediately overrides all other punishments applicable to the subject party. Other implied powers include injunctive relief and the habeas corpus remedy. The Court may imprison for contumacy[image: External link], bad-faith litigation, and failure to obey a writ of mandamus[image: External link]. Judicial power includes that granted by Acts of Congress for rules of law and punishment. Judicial power also extends to areas not covered by statute. Generally, federal courts cannot interrupt state court proceedings.[47]

Clause 1 of Section 2[image: External link] authorizes the federal courts to hear actual cases and controversies only. Their judicial power does not extend to cases which are hypothetical, or which are proscribed due to standing[image: External link], mootness[image: External link], or ripeness[image: External link] issues. Generally, a case or controversy requires the presence of adverse parties who have some interest genuinely at stake in the case. Also required is of broad enough concern in the Court's jurisdiction that a lower court, either federal or state, does not geographically cover all the existing cases before law. Courts following these guidelines exercise judicial restraint. Those making an exception are said to be judicial activist.[c]

Clause 2 of Section 2 provides that the Supreme Court has original jurisdiction[image: External link] in cases involving ambassadors, ministers and consuls, for all cases respecting foreign nation-states,[48] and also in those controversies which are subject to federal judicial power because at least one state is a party. Cases arising under the laws of the United States and its treaties come under the jurisdiction of federal courts. Cases under international maritime law and conflicting land grants of different states come under federal courts. Cases between U.S. citizens in different states, and cases between U.S. citizens and foreign states and their citizens, come under federal jurisdiction. The trials will be in the state where the crime was committed.[47]

No part of the Constitution expressly authorizes judicial review[image: External link], but the Framers did contemplate the idea. The Constitution is the supreme law of the land. Precedent has since established that the courts could exercise judicial review over the actions of Congress or the executive branch. Two conflicting federal laws are under "pendent" jurisdiction if one presents a strict constitutional issue. Federal court jurisdiction is rare when a state legislature enacts something as under federal jurisdiction.[d] To establish a federal system of national law, considerable effort goes into developing a spirit of comity[image: External link] between federal government and states. By the doctrine of 'Res judicata[image: External link]', federal courts give "full faith and credit" to State Courts.[e] The Supreme Court will decide Constitutional issues of state law only on a case by case basis, and only by strict Constitutional necessity, independent of state legislators motives, their policy outcomes or its national wisdom.[f]

Section 3 bars Congress from changing or modifying Federal law on treason[image: External link] by simple majority statute. Treason is also defined in this section. It's not enough merely to think a treasonous thought, there must be an overt act[image: External link] of making war or materially helping those at war with the United States. Accusations must be corroborated by at least two witnesses. Congress is a political body and political disagreements routinely encountered should never be considered as treason. This allows for nonviolent resistance to the government because opposition is not a life or death proposition. However, Congress does provide for other less subversive crimes and punishments such as conspiracy[image: External link].[g]
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 Article Four




Article Four[image: External link] outlines the relations among the states and between each state and the federal government. In addition, it provides for such matters as admitting new states[image: External link] and border changes between the states. For instance, it requires states to give "full faith and credit[image: External link]" to the public acts, records, and court proceedings of the other states. Congress is permitted to regulate[image: External link] the manner in which proof of such acts may be admitted. The "privileges and immunities" clause[image: External link] prohibits state governments from discriminating against citizens[image: External link] of other states in favor of resident citizens, e.g., having tougher penalties for residents of Ohio convicted of crimes within Michigan[image: External link].

It also establishes extradition[image: External link] between the states, as well as laying down a legal basis for freedom of movement[image: External link] and travel amongst the states. Today, this provision is sometimes taken for granted, but in the days of the Articles of Confederation[image: External link], crossing state lines was often arduous and costly. The Territorial Clause[image: External link] gives Congress the power to make rules for disposing of federal property and governing non-state territories of the United States. Finally, the fourth section of Article Four requires the United States to guarantee to each state a republican form of government[image: External link], and to protect them from invasion and violence.
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 Article Five




Article Five[image: External link] outlines the process for amending the Constitution. Eight state constitutions in effect in 1787 included an amendment mechanism. Amendment making power rested with the legislature in three of the states and in the other five it was given to specially elected conventions. The Articles of Confederation provided that amendments were to be proposed by Congress and ratified by the unanimous vote of all thirteen state legislatures. This proved to be a major flaw in the Articles, as it created an insurmountable obstacle to constitutional reform. The amendment process crafted during the Philadelphia Constitutional Convention was, according to The Federalist No. 43, designed to establish a balance between pliancy and rigidity:[49]


It guards equally against that extreme facility which would render the Constitution too mutable; and that extreme difficulty which might perpetuate its discovered faults. It moreover equally enables the General and the State Governments to originate the amendment of errors, as they may be pointed out by the experience on one side, or on the other.



There are two steps in the amendment process. Proposals to amend the Constitution must be properly adopted and ratified before they change the Constitution. First, there are two procedures for adopting the language of a proposed amendment, either by a) Congress, by two-thirds majority[image: External link] in both the Senate and the House of Representatives, or b) national convention[image: External link] (which shall take place whenever two-thirds of the state legislatures collectively call for one). Second, there are two procedures for ratifying the proposed amendment, which requires three-fourths of the states' (presently 38 of 50) approval: a) consent of the state legislatures, or b) consent of state ratifying conventions[image: External link]. The ratification method is chosen by Congress for each amendment.[50] State ratifying conventions were used only once, for the Twenty-first Amendment[image: External link].[51]

Presently, the Archivist of the United States[image: External link] is charged with responsibility for administering the ratification process under the provisions of 1 U.S. Code[image: External link] § 106b[image: External link]. The Archivist submits the proposed amendment to the states for their consideration by sending a letter of notification to each Governor. Each Governor then formally submits the amendment to their state's legislature. When a state ratifies a proposed amendment, it sends the Archivist an original or certified copy of the state's action. Ratification documents are examined by the Office of the Federal Register[image: External link] for facial legal sufficiency and an authenticating signature.[52]

Article Five ends by shielding certain clauses in the new frame of government from being amended. Article One, Section 9, Clauses 1 prevents Congress from passing any law that would restrict the importation of slaves into the United States prior to 1808, plus the fourth clause from that same section, which reiterates the Constitutional rule that direct taxes[image: External link] must be apportioned according state populations. These clauses were explicitly shielded from Constitutional amendment prior to 1808. On January 1, 1808, the first day it was permitted to do so, Congress approved legislation prohibiting the importation of slaves[image: External link] into the country. On February 3, 1913, with ratification of the Sixteenth Amendment[image: External link], Congress gained the authority to levy an income tax[image: External link] without apportioning it among the states or basing it on the United States Census. The third textually entrenched provision is Article One, Section 3, Clauses 1, which provides for equal representation of the states in the Senate. The shield protecting this clause from the amendment process is less absolute – "no state, without its consent, shall be deprived of its equal Suffrage in the Senate" – but permanent.
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 Article Six




Article Six[image: External link] establishes the Constitution, and all federal laws and treaties of the United States made according to it, to be the supreme law[image: External link] of the land, and that "the judges in every state shall be bound thereby, any thing in the laws or constitutions of any state notwithstanding." It validates national debt[image: External link] created under the Articles of Confederation and requires that all federal and state legislators, officers, and judges take oaths or affirmations to support the Constitution. This means that the states' constitutions and laws should not conflict with the laws of the federal constitution and that in case of a conflict, state judges are legally bound to honor the federal laws and constitution over those of any state. Article Six also states "no religious Test[image: External link] shall ever be required as a Qualification to any Office or public Trust under the United States."
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 Article Seven




Article Seven[image: External link] describes the process for establishing the proposed new frame of government. Anticipating that the influence of many state politicians would be Antifederalist, delegates to the Philadelphia Convention provided for ratification[image: External link] of the Constitution by popularly elected ratifying conventions[image: External link] in each state. The convention method also made it possible that judges, ministers and others ineligible to serve in state legislatures, could be elected to a convention. Suspecting that Rhode Island, at least, might not ratify, delegates decided that the Constitution would go into effect as soon as nine states (two-thirds rounded up) ratified.[53] Once ratified by this minimum number of states, it was anticipated that the proposed Constitution would become this Constitution between the nine or more that signed. It would not cover the four or fewer states that might not have signed.[54]
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 Closing endorsement




The Signing of the United States Constitution[image: External link] occurred on September 17, 1787 when 39 delegates to the Constitutional Convention endorsed the constitution created during the convention. In addition to signatures, this closing endorsement, the Constitution's eschatocol[image: External link], included a brief declaration that the delegates' work has been successfully completed and that those whose signatures appear on it subscribe to the final document. Included are, a statement pronouncing the document's adoption by the states present, a formulaic dating of its adoption, and the signatures of those endorsing it. Additionally, the convention's secretary, William Jackson[image: External link], signed the document to authenticate the validity of the delegate signatures. He also made a few secretarial notes.

The language of the concluding endorsement, conceived by Gouverneur Morris[image: External link] and presented to the convention by Benjamin Franklin[image: External link], was made intentionally ambiguous in hopes of winning over the votes of dissenting delegates. Advocates for the new frame of government, realizing the impending difficulty of obtaining the consent of the states needed to make it operational, were anxious to obtain the unanimous support of the delegations from each state. It was feared that many of the delegates would refuse to give their individual assent to the Constitution. Therefore, in order that the action of the Convention would appear to be unanimous, the formula, Done in convention by the unanimous consent of the states present ... was devised.[55]

The document is dated: "the Seventeenth Day of September in the Year of our Lord" 1787, and "of the Independence of the United States of America the Twelfth." This two-fold epoch[image: External link] dating serves to place the Constitution in the context of the religious traditions of Western civilization[image: External link] and, at the same time, links it to the regime[image: External link] principles proclaimed in the Declaration of Independence. This dual reference can also be found in the Articles of Confederation and the Northwest Ordinance[image: External link].[55]

The closing endorsement serves an authentication[image: External link] function only. It neither assigns powers to the federal government nor does it provide specific limitations on government action. It does however, provide essential documentation[image: External link] of the Constitution's validity, a statement of "This is what was agreed to." It records who signed the Constitution, and when and where.
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 Ratified amendments




See also: List of amendments to the United States Constitution[image: External link]


The Constitution has twenty-seven amendments. Structurally, the Constitution's original text and all prior amendments remain untouched. The precedent for this practice[image: External link] was set in 1789, when Congress[image: External link] considered and proposed the first several Constitutional amendments. Among these, Amendments 1–10 are collectively known as the Bill of Rights, and Amendments 13–15 are known as the Reconstruction Amendments[image: External link]. Excluding the Twenty-seventh Amendment[image: External link], which was pending before the states for 202 years, 225 days, the longest pending amendment that was successfully ratified was the Twenty-second Amendment[image: External link], which took 3 years, 343 days. The Twenty-sixth Amendment[image: External link] was ratified in the shortest time, 100 days. The average[image: External link] ratification time for the first twenty-six amendments was 1 year, 252 days, for all twenty-seven, 9 years, 48 days.

A proposed amendment becomes an operative part of the Constitution as soon as it is ratified by three-fourths of the States (currently 38 of the 50 States). There is no further step. The text requires no additional action by Congress or anyone else after ratification by the required number of states.[56] Thus, when the Office of the Federal Register verifies that it has received the required number of authenticated ratification documents, it drafts a formal proclamation for the Archivist to certify that the amendment is valid and has become part of the nation's frame of government. This certification is published in the Federal Register[image: External link] and United States Statutes at Large[image: External link] and serves as official notice to Congress and to the nation that the ratification process has been successfully completed.[52]
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 Safeguards of liberty (Amendments 1, 2, and 3)




The First Amendment[image: External link] (1791) prohibits Congress from obstructing the exercise of certain individual freedoms: freedom of religion[image: External link], freedom of speech[image: External link], freedom of the press[image: External link], freedom of assembly[image: External link], and right to petition[image: External link]. Its Free Exercise Clause[image: External link] guarantees a person's right to hold whatever religious beliefs he or she wants, and to freely exercise that belief, and its Establishment Clause[image: External link] prevents the federal government from creating an official national church or favoring one set of religious beliefs over another. The amendment guarantees an individual's right to express and to be exposed to a wide range of opinions and views. It was intended to ensure a free exchange of ideas, even unpopular ones. It also guarantees an individual's right to physically gather or associate with others in groups for economic, political or religious purposes. Additionally, it guarantees an individual's right to petition the government for a redress of grievances.[57]

The Second Amendment (1791) protects the right of individuals[58][59] to keep and bear arms.[60][61][62][63] Although the Supreme Court has ruled that this right applies to individuals, not merely to collective militias, it has also held that the government may regulate or place some limits on the manufacture, ownership and sale of firearms[image: External link] or other weapons[image: External link].[64][65] Requested by several states during the Constitutional ratification debates, the amendment reflected the lingering resentment over the widespread efforts of the British to confiscate the colonists' firearms at the outbreak of the Revolutionary War. Patrick Henry had rhetorically asked, shall we be stronger, "when we are totally disarmed, and when a British Guard[image: External link] shall be stationed in every house?"[66]

The Third Amendment[image: External link] (1791) prohibits the federal government from forcing individuals to provide lodging to soldiers in their homes during peacetime without their consent. Requested by several states during the Constitutional ratification debates, the amendment reflected the lingering resentment over the Quartering Acts[image: External link] passed by the British Parliament[image: External link] during the Revolutionary War, which had allowed British soldiers to take over private homes for their own use.[67]
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 Safeguards of justice (Amendments 4, 5, 6, 7, and 8)




The Fourth Amendment[image: External link] (1791) protects people against unreasonable searches and seizures[image: External link] of either self or property[image: External link] by government officials. A search can mean everything from a frisking by a police officer or to a demand for a blood test to a search of an individual's home or car. A seizure occurs when the government takes control of an individual or something in his or her possession. Items that are seized often are used as evidence when the individual is charged with a crime. It also imposes certain limitations on police investigating a crime and prevents the use of illegally obtained evidence at trial.[68]

The Fifth Amendment[image: External link] (1791) establishes the requirement that a trial[image: External link] for a major crime[image: External link] may commence only after an indictment[image: External link] has been handed down by a grand jury[image: External link]; protects individuals from double jeopardy[image: External link], being tried and put in danger of being punished more than once for the same criminal act; prohibits punishment without due process[image: External link] of law, thus protecting individuals from being imprisoned without fair procedures; and provides that an accused person may not be compelled to reveal to the police, prosecutor, judge, or jury any information that might incriminate or be used against[image: External link] him or her in a court of law. Additionally, the Fifth Amendment also prohibits government from taking private property for public use without "just compensation[image: External link]", the basis of eminent domain[image: External link] in the United States.[69]

The Sixth Amendment[image: External link] (1791) provides several protections and rights to an individual accused of a crime. The accused has the right to a fair and speedy trial by a local and impartial jury[image: External link]. Likewise, a person has the right to a public trial. This right protects defendants from secret proceedings that might encourage abuse of the justice system, and serves to keep the public informed. This amendment also guarantees a right to legal counsel[image: External link] if accused of a crime, guarantees that the accused may require witnesses[image: External link] to attend the trial and testify in the presence of the accused, and guarantees the accused a right to know the charges against them. In 1966, the Supreme Court ruled that, with the Fifth Amendment, this amendment requires what has become known as the Miranda warning[image: External link].[70]

The Seventh Amendment[image: External link] (1791) extends the right to a jury trial[image: External link] to federal civil[image: External link] cases, and inhibits courts from overturning a jury's findings of fact[image: External link]. Although the Seventh Amendment itself says that it is limited to "suits at common law", meaning cases that triggered the right to a jury under English law, the amendment has been found to apply in lawsuits that are similar to the old common law cases. For example, the right to a jury trial applies to cases brought under federal statutes that prohibit race or gender discrimination in housing or employment. Importantly, this amendment guarantees the right to a jury trial only in federal court, not in state court.[71]

The Eighth Amendment[image: External link] (1791) protects people from having bail[image: External link] or fines[image: External link] set at an amount so high that it would be impossible for all but the richest defendants to pay and also protects people from being subjected to cruel and unusual punishment[image: External link]. Although this phrase originally was intended to outlaw certain gruesome methods of punishment, it has been broadened over the years to protect against punishments that are grossly disproportionate to or too harsh for the particular crime. This provision has also been used to challenge prison conditions such as extremely unsanitary cells, overcrowding, insufficient medical care and deliberate failure by officials to protect inmates from one another.[72]
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 Unenumerated rights and reserved powers (Amendments 9 and 10)




The Ninth Amendment[image: External link] (1791) declares that individuals have other fundamental rights, in addition to those stated in the Constitution. During the Constitutional ratification debates Anti-Federalists argued that a Bill of Rights should be added. The Federalists opposed it on grounds that a list would necessarily be incomplete but would be taken as explicit and exhaustive[image: External link], thus enlarging the power of the federal government by implication. The Anti-Federalists persisted, and several state ratification conventions refused to ratify the Constitution without a more specific list of protections, so the First Congress added what became the Ninth Amendment as a compromise. Because the rights protected by the Ninth Amendment are not specified, they are referred to as "unenumerated". The Supreme Court has found that unenumerated rights include such important rights as the right to travel, the right to vote, the right to privacy, and the right to make important decisions about one's health care or body.[73]

The Tenth Amendment[image: External link] (1791) was included in the Bill of Rights to further define the balance of power between the federal government and the states. The amendment states that the federal government has only those powers specifically granted by the Constitution. These powers include the power to declare war, to collect taxes, to regulate interstate business activities and others that are listed in the articles or in subsequent constitutional amendments. Any power not listed is, says the Tenth Amendment, left to the states or the people. While there is no specific list of what these "reserved powers" may be, the Supreme Court has ruled that laws affecting family relations, commerce within a state's own borders, and local law enforcement activities, are among those specifically reserved to the states or the people.[74]
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 Governmental authority (Amendments 11, 16, 18, and 21)




The Eleventh Amendment[image: External link] (1795) specifically prohibits federal courts from hearing cases in which a state is sued by an individual from another state or another country, thus extending to the states sovereign immunity[image: External link] protection from certain types of legal liability. Article Three, Section 2, Clause 1[image: External link] has been affected by this amendment, which also overturned the Supreme Court's decision in Chisholm v. Georgia[image: External link].[75][76]

The Sixteenth Amendment[image: External link] (1913) removed existing Constitutional constraints that limited the power of Congress to lay and collect taxes on income. Specifically, the apportionment constraints delineated in Article 1, Section 9, Clause 4[image: External link] have been removed by this amendment, which also overturned an 1895 Supreme Court decision, in Pollock v. Farmers' Loan & Trust Co.[image: External link], that declared a federal income tax on rents, dividends, and interest unconstitutional. This amendment has become the basis for all subsequent federal income tax legislation and has greatly expanded the scope of federal taxing and spending in the years since.[77]

The Eighteenth Amendment[image: External link] (1919) prohibited the making, transporting, and selling of alcoholic beverages nationwide. It also authorized Congress to enact legislation enforcing this prohibition. Adopted at the urging of a national temperance movement[image: External link], proponents believed that the use of alcohol was reckless and destructive and that prohibition[image: External link] would reduce crime and corruption, solve social problems, decrease the need for welfare and prisons, and improve the health of all Americans. During prohibition, it is estimated that alcohol consumption and alcohol related deaths declined dramatically. But prohibition had other, more negative consequences. The amendment drove the lucrative alcohol business underground, giving rise to a large and pervasive black market[image: External link]. In addition, prohibition encouraged disrespect for the law and strengthened organized crime[image: External link]. Prohibition came to an end in 1933, when this amendment was repealed.[78]

The Twenty-first Amendment[image: External link] (1933) repealed the Eighteenth Amendment and returned the regulation of alcohol to the states. Each state sets its own rules for the sale and importation of alcohol, including the drinking age. Because a federal law provides federal funds to states that prohibit the sale of alcohol to minors under the age of twenty-one, all fifty states have set their drinking age there. Rules about how alcohol is sold vary greatly from state to state.[79]
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 Safeguards of civil rights (Amendments 13, 14, 15, 19, 23, 24, and 26)




The Thirteenth Amendment[image: External link] (1865) abolished slavery and involuntary servitude[image: External link], except as punishment for a crime[image: External link], and authorized Congress to enforce abolition. Though millions of slaves had been declared free by the 1863 Emancipation Proclamation, their post Civil War status was unclear, as was the status of other millions.[80] Congress intended the Thirteenth Amendment to be a proclamation of freedom for all slaves throughout the nation and to take the question of emancipation away from politics. This amendment rendered inoperative or moot several of the original parts of the constitution.[81]

The Fourteenth Amendment[image: External link] (1868) granted United States citizenship[image: External link] to former slaves and to all persons "subject to U.S. jurisdiction". It also contained three new limits on state power: a state shall not violate a citizen's privileges or immunities; shall not deprive any person of life, liberty, or property without due process of law; and must guarantee all persons equal protection of the laws. These limitations dramatically expanded the protections of the Constitution. This amendment, according to the Supreme Court's Doctrine of Incorporation[image: External link], makes most provisions of the Bill of Rights applicable to state and local governments as well. The mode of apportionment of representatives delineated in Article 1, Section 2, Clause 3 has been superseded by that of this amendment, which also overturned the Supreme Court's decision in Dred Scott v. Sandford[image: External link].[82]

The Fifteenth Amendment[image: External link] (1870) prohibits the use of race[image: External link], color[image: External link], or previous condition of servitude in determining which citizens may vote. The last of three post Civil War Reconstruction Amendments, it sought to abolish one of the key vestiges of slavery and to advance the civil rights and liberties of former slaves.[83]

The Nineteenth Amendment[image: External link] (1920) prohibits the government from denying women the right to vote[image: External link] on the same terms as men. Prior to the amendment's adoption, only a few states permitted women to vote and to hold office.[84]

The Twenty-third Amendment (1961) extends the right to vote in presidential elections to citizens residing in the District of Columbia by granting the District electors in the Electoral College, as if it were a state. When first established as the nation's capital in 1800, the District of Columbia's five thousand residents had neither a local government, nor the right to vote in federal elections. By 1960 the population of the District had grown to over 760,000 people. However, while its residents had all the responsibilities of citizenship, such as paying federal taxes, and could be drafted to serve in the military, citizens in thirteen states with lower populations had more voting rights than District residents.[85]

The Twenty-fourth Amendment[image: External link] (1964) prohibits a poll tax[image: External link] for voting. Although passage of the Thirteenth, Fourteenth, and Fifteenth Amendments helped remove many of the discriminatory laws left over from slavery, they did not eliminate all forms of discrimination. Along with literacy tests and durational residency requirements, poll taxes were used to keep low-income (primarily African American) citizens from participating in elections. The Supreme Court has since struck down these discriminatory measures, opening democratic participation to all, regardless of one's ability to pay.[86]

The Twenty-sixth Amendment[image: External link] (1971) prohibits the government from denying the right of United States citizens, eighteen years of age or older, to vote on account of age. The drive to lower the voting age[image: External link] was driven in large part by the broader student activism[image: External link] movement protesting the Vietnam War. It gained strength following the Supreme Court's decision in Oregon v. Mitchell[image: External link], which held that Congress may set requirements for voting in federal elections, but not for state or local elections. The measure, which overturns the Mitchell decision, is another in a line of constitutional changes that expanded the right to vote to more citizens.[87]
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 Government processes and procedures (Amendments 12, 17, 20, 22, 25, and 27)




The Twelfth Amendment[image: External link] (1804) modifies the way the Electoral College chooses the President and Vice President. It stipulates that each elector must cast a distinct vote for President and Vice President, instead of two votes for President. It also suggests that the President and Vice President should not be from the same state. The electoral process delineated by Article II, Section 1, Clause 3[image: External link] has been superseded by that of this amendment, which also extends the eligibility requirements[image: External link] to become President to the Vice President.[88]

The Seventeenth Amendment[image: External link] (1913) modifies the way senators are elected. It stipulates that senators are to be elected by direct popular vote[image: External link]. The amendment supersedes Article 1, Section 2[image: External link], Clauses 1 and 2, under which the two senators from each state were elected by the state legislature. It also allows state legislatures to permit their governors to make temporary appointments until a special election[image: External link] can be held.[89]

The Twentieth Amendment[image: External link] (1933) changes the date on which a new President, Vice President and Congress take office, thus shortening the time between Election Day[image: External link] and the beginning of Presidential, Vice Presidential and Congressional terms.[90] Originally, the Constitution provided that the annual meeting was to be on the first Monday in December unless otherwise provided by law. The Articles Congress had determined, as a transitional measure to the new constitution, that the date for "commencing proceedings" under the U.S. Constitution would be March 4, 1789.[91] This became the date on which new federal officials took office in subsequent years. This meant that, when a new Congress was elected in November, it did not come into office until the following March, with a "lame duck[image: External link]" Congress convening in the interim. However, as transportation and communications improved, this became an unnecessarily long delay. By moving the beginning of the president's new term from March 4 to January 20 (and in the case of Congress, to January 3), proponents hoped to put an end to lame duck sessions, while allowing for a speedier transition for the new administration and legislators.[92]

The Twenty-second Amendment[image: External link] (1951) limits an elected president to two terms in office, a total of eight years. However, under some circumstances it is possible for an individual to serve more than eight years. Although nothing in the original frame of government limited how many presidential terms one could serve, the nation's first president, George Washington, declined to run for a third term, suggesting that two terms of four years were enough for any president. This precedent remained an unwritten rule of the presidency until broken by Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link], who was elected to a third term as president 1940 and in 1944 to a fourth.[93]

The Twenty-fifth Amendment[image: External link] (1967) clarifies what happens upon the death, removal, or resignation of the President or Vice President and how the Presidency is temporarily filled if the President becomes disabled and cannot fulfill the responsibilities of the office. It supersedes the ambiguous[image: External link] succession rule established in Article II, Section 1, Clause 6[image: External link]. A plan of succession has frequently been necessary. Eight presidents have died in office and one resigned from office mid-term. Similarly, seven vice presidents have died in office and two resigned mid-term. This has meant that for nearly 20% of U.S. history, there has been no Vice-President in office who can assume the Presidency.[94]

The Twenty-seventh Amendment[image: External link] (1992) prevents members of Congress from granting themselves pay raises during the current session. Rather, any raises that are adopted must take effect during the next session of Congress. Its proponents believed that Federal legislators would be more likely to be cautious about increasing congressional pay if they have no personal stake in the vote. Article One, section 6, Clause 1[image: External link] has been affected by this amendment, which remained pending for over two centuries as it contained no time limit for ratification.[95]
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 Unratified amendments




Collectively, members of the House and Senate typically propose around 200 amendments during each two-year term of Congress.[96] Most however, never get out of the Congressional committees[image: External link] in which they were proposed, and only a fraction of those that do receive enough support to win Congressional approval to actually go through the constitutional ratification process.

Six amendments approved by Congress and proposed to the states for consideration have not been ratified by the required number of states to become part of the Constitution. Four of these are technically still pending, as Congress did not set a time limit (see also Coleman v. Miller[image: External link]) for their ratification. The other two are no longer pending, as both had a time limit attached and in both cases the time period set for their ratification expired.
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 Still pending





	The Congressional Apportionment Amendment[image: External link] (proposed 1789) would, if ratified, establish a formula for determining the appropriate size of the House of Representatives and the appropriate apportionment[image: External link] of representatives among the states following each constitutionally mandated decennial census. At the time it was sent to the states for ratification, an affirmative vote by ten states would have made this amendment operational. In 1791 and 1792, when Vermont[image: External link] and Kentucky joined the Union, the number climbed to twelve. Thus, the amendment remained one state shy of the number needed for it to become part of the Constitution. No additional states have ratified this amendment since. To become part of the Constitution today, ratification by an additional twenty-seven would be required. The Apportionment Act of 1792[image: External link] apportioned the House of Representatives at 33,000 persons per representative in consequence of the 1790 census. Reapportionment has since been effected by statute.

	The Titles of Nobility Amendment[image: External link] (proposed 1810) would, if ratified, strip United States citizenship from any citizen who accepted a title of nobility from a foreign country. When submitted to the states, ratification by thirteen states was required for it to become part of the Constitution; eleven had done so by early 1812. However, with the addition of Louisiana[image: External link] into the Union that year (April 30, 1812), the ratification threshold rose to fourteen. Thus, when New Hampshire ratified it in December 1812, the amendment again came within two states of being ratified. No additional states have ratified this amendment since. To become part of the Constitution today, ratification by an additional twenty-six would be required.

	The Corwin Amendment[image: External link] (proposed 1861) would, if ratified, shield[image: External link] "domestic institutions[image: External link]" of the states (which in 1861 included slavery) from the constitutional amendment process and from abolition or interference by Congress. This proposal was one of several measures considered by Congress in an ultimately unsuccessful attempt to attract the seceding states back into the Union and to entice border slave states[image: External link] to stay.[97] Five states ratified the amendment in the early 1860s, but none have since. To become part of the Constitution today, ratification by an additional 33 states would be required. The subject of this proposal was subsequently addressed by the 1865 Thirteenth Amendment, which abolished slavery.

	The Child Labor Amendment[image: External link] (proposed 1924) would, if ratified, specifically authorize Congress to limit, regulate and prohibit labor of persons less than eighteen years of age. The amendment was proposed in response to Supreme Court rulings in Hammer v. Dagenhart[image: External link] (1918) and Bailey v. Drexel Furniture Co.[image: External link] (1922) that found federal laws regulating and taxing goods produced by employees under the ages of 14 and 16 unconstitutional. When submitted to the states, ratification by 36 states was required for it to become part of the Constitution, as there were forty-eight states. Twenty-eight had ratified the amendment by early 1937, but none have done so since. To become part of the Constitution today, ratification by an additional ten would be required.[98] A federal statute[image: External link] approved June 25, 1938, regulated the employment of those under 16 or 18 years of age in interstate commerce. The Supreme Court, by unanimous vote in United States v. Darby Lumber Co.[image: External link] (1941), found this law constitutional, effectively overturning Hammer v. Dagenhart. As a result of this development, the movement pushing for the amendment concluded.[99]
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 No longer pending





	The Equal Rights Amendment[image: External link] (proposed 1972) would have prohibited deprivation of equality of rights ( discrimination[image: External link]) by the federal or state governments on account of sex. A seven-year ratification time limit was initially placed on the amendment, but as the deadline approached, Congress granted a three-year extension. Thirty-five states ratified the proposed amendment prior to the original deadline, three short of the number required for it to be implemented (five of them later voted to rescind their ratification). No further states ratified the amendment, thus it failed to be adopted.

	The District of Columbia Voting Rights Amendment (proposed 1978) would have granted the District of Columbia full representation in the United States Congress as if it were a state, repealed the 23rd Amendment, granted the District unconditional Electoral College voting rights, and allowed its participation in the process by which the Constitution is amended. A seven-year ratification time limit was placed on the amendment. Sixteen states ratified the amendment (twenty-two short of the number required for it to be implemented) prior to the deadline, thus it failed to be adopted.
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 Judicial review




See also: Judicial review in the United States[image: External link], Judicial review[image: External link], and Appeal § Appellate review[image: External link]


The way the Constitution is understood is influenced by court decisions, especially those of the Supreme Court. These decisions are referred to as precedents[image: External link]. Judicial review is the power of the Court to examine federal legislation, federal executive, and all state branches of government, to decide their constitutionality[image: External link], and to strike them down if found unconstitutional.

Judicial review includes the power of the Court to explain the meaning of the Constitution as it applies to particular cases. Over the years, Court decisions on issues ranging from governmental regulation of radio[image: External link] and television[image: External link] to the rights of the accused in criminal cases have changed the way many constitutional clauses are interpreted, without amendment to the actual text of the Constitution.

Legislation passed to implement the Constitution, or to adapt those implementations to changing conditions, broadens and, in subtle ways, changes the meanings given to the words of the Constitution. Up to a point, the rules and regulations of the many federal executive agencies have a similar effect. If an action of Congress or the agencies is challenged, however, it is the court system that ultimately decides whether these actions are permissible under the Constitution.

The Supreme Court has indicated that once the Constitution has been extended to an area (by Congress or the Courts), its coverage is irrevocable. To hold that the political branches may switch the Constitution on or off at will would lead to a regime in which they, not this Court, say "what the law is".[h]
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 Scope and theory




Courts established by the Constitution can regulate government under the Constitution, the supreme law of the land. First, they have jurisdiction over actions by an officer of government and state law. Second, federal courts may rule on whether coordinate branches of national government conform to the Constitution. Until the twentieth century, the Supreme Court of the United States may have been the only high tribunal in the world to use a court for constitutional interpretation of fundamental law, others generally depending on their national legislature.[100]



	
Early Court roots in the founding





	




The basic theory of American Judicial review is summarized by constitutional legal scholars and historians as follows: the written Constitution is fundamental law. It can change only by extraordinary legislative process of national proposal, then state ratification. The powers of all departments are limited to enumerated grants found in the Constitution. Courts are expected (a) to enforce provisions of the Constitution as the supreme law of the land, and (b) to refuse to enforce anything in conflict with it.[101]

In Convention. As to judicial review and the Congress, the first proposals by Madison (Va) and Wilson (Pa) called for a supreme court veto over national legislation. In this it resembled the system in New York, where the Constitution of 1777 called for a "Council of Revision[image: External link]" by the Governor and Justices of the state supreme court. The Council would review and in a way, veto any passed legislation violating the spirit of the Constitution before it went into effect. The nationalist's proposal in Convention was defeated three times, and replaced by a presidential veto with Congressional over-ride. Judicial review relies on the jurisdictional authority in Article III, and the Supremacy Clause.[102]

The justification for judicial review is to be explicitly found in the open ratifications held in the states and reported in their newspapers. John Marshall[image: External link] in Virginia, James Wilson[image: External link] in Pennsylvania and Oliver Ellsworth[image: External link] of Connecticut all argued for Supreme Court judicial review of acts of state legislature. In Federalist No. 78[image: External link], Alexander Hamilton advocated the doctrine of a written document held as a superior enactment of the people. "A limited constitution can be preserved in practice no other way" than through courts which can declare void any legislation contrary to the Constitution. The preservation of the people's authority over legislatures rests "particularly with judges".[103][i]

The Supreme Court was initially made up of jurists who had been intimately connected with the framing of the Constitution and the establishment of its government as law. John Jay[image: External link] (New York), a co-author of The Federalist Papers, served as Chief Justice for the first six years. The second Chief Justice for a term of four years, was Oliver Ellsworth[image: External link] (Connecticut), a delegate in the Constitutional Convention, as was John Rutledge[image: External link] (South Carolina), Washington's recess appointment as Chief Justice who served in 1795. John Marshall[image: External link] (Virginia), the fourth Chief Justice, had served in the Virginia Ratification Convention in 1788. His service on the Court would extend 34 years over some of the most important rulings to help establish the nation the Constitution had begun. In the first years of the Supreme Court, members of the Constitutional Convention who would serve included James Wilson[image: External link] (Pennsylvania) for ten years, John Blair, Jr.[image: External link] (Virginia) for five, and John Rutledge[image: External link] (South Carolina) for one year as Justice, then Chief Justice in 1795.
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 Establishment




When John Marshall followed Oliver Ellsworth as Chief Justice of the Supreme Court in 1801, the federal judiciary had been established by the Judiciary Act, but there were few cases, and less prestige. "The fate of judicial review was in the hands of the Supreme Court itself." Review of state legislation and appeals from state supreme courts was understood. But the Court's life, jurisdiction over state legislation was limited. The Marshall Court's landmark Barron v. Baltimore[image: External link] held that the Bill of Rights restricted only the federal government, and not the states.[103]

In the landmark Marbury v. Madison[image: External link] case, the Supreme Court asserted its authority of judicial review over Acts of Congress. Its findings were that Marbury and the others had a right to their commissions as judges in the District of Columbia. The law afforded Marbury a remedy at court. Then Marshall, writing the opinion for the majority, announced his discovered conflict between Section 13 of the Judiciary Act of 1789 and Article III.[j][105][k] In this case, both the Constitution and the statutory law applied to the particulars at the same time. "The very essence of judicial duty" according to Marshall was to determine which of the two conflicting rules should govern. The Constitution enumerates powers of the judiciary to extend to cases arising "under the Constitution". Further, justices take a Constitutional oath to uphold it as "Supreme law of the land"[image: External link].[106] Therefore, since the United States government as created by the Constitution is a limited government, the Federal courts were required to choose the Constitution over Congressional law if there were deemed to be a conflict between them.

"This argument has been ratified by time and by practice..."[l][m] "Marshall The Supreme Court did not declare another Act of Congress unconstitutional until the disastrous Dred Scott[image: External link] decision in 1857, held after the voided Missouri Compromise[image: External link] statute, had already been repealed. In the eighty years following the Civil War to World War II, the Court voided Congressional statutes in 77 cases, on average almost one a year.[108]

Something of a crisis arose when, in 1935 and 1936, the Supreme Court handed down twelve decisions voiding Acts of Congress relating to the New Deal. President Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link] then responded with his abortive "court packing plan[image: External link]". Other proposals have suggested a Court super-majority to overturn Congressional legislation, or a Constitutional Amendment to require that the Justices retire at a specified age by law. To date, the Supreme Court's power of judicial review has persisted.[104]
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 Self-restraint




The power of judicial review could not have been preserved long in a democracy unless it had been "wielded with a reasonable measure of judicial restraint, and with some attention, as Mr. Dooley[image: External link] said, to the election returns." Indeed, the Supreme Court has developed a system of doctrine and practice that self-limits its power of judicial review.[109]

The Court controls almost all of its business by choosing what cases to consider, writs of certiorari[image: External link]. In this way, it can avoid opinions on embarrassing or difficult cases. The Supreme Court limits itself by defining for itself what is a "justiciable question." First, the Court is fairly consistent in refusing to make any "advisory opinions[image: External link]" in advance of actual cases.[n] Second, "friendly suits[image: External link]" between those of the same legal interest are not considered. Third, the Court requires a "personal interest", not one generally held, and a legally protected right must be immediately threatened by government action. Cases are not taken up if the litigant has no standing to sue[image: External link]. Simply having the money to sue and being injured by government action are not enough.[109]

These three procedural ways of dismissing cases have led critics to charge that the Supreme Court delays decisions by unduly insisting on technicalities in their "standards of litigability". Under the Court's practice, there are cases left unconsidered which are in the public interest, with genuine controversy, and resulting from good faith action. "The Supreme Court is not only a court of law but a court of justice."[110]
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 Separation of powers




The Supreme Court balances several pressures to maintain its roles in national government. It seeks to be a co-equal branch of government, but its decrees must be enforceable. The Court seeks to minimize situations where it asserts itself superior to either President or Congress, but federal officers must be held accountable. The Supreme Court assumes power to declare acts of Congress as unconstitutional but it self-limits its passing on constitutional questions.[111] But the Court's guidance on basic problems of life and governance in a democracy is most effective when American political life reinforce its rulings.[112]

Justice Brandeis[image: External link] summarized four general guidelines that the Supreme Court uses to avoid constitutional decisions relating to Congress:[o] The Court will not anticipate a question of constitutional law nor decide open questions unless a case decision requires it. If it does, a rule of constitutional law is formulated only as the precise facts in the case require. The Court will choose statutes or general law for the basis of its decision if it can without constitutional grounds. If it does, the Court will choose a constitutional construction of an Act of Congress, even if its constitutionality is seriously in doubt. [111]

Likewise with the Executive Department, Edwin Corwin observed that the Court does sometimes rebuff presidential pretensions, but it more often tries to rationalize them. Against Congress, an Act is merely "disallowed". In the executive case, exercising judicial review produces "some change in the external world" beyond the ordinary judicial sphere.[113] The "political question" doctrine especially applies to questions which present a difficult enforcement issue. Chief Justice Charles Evans Hughes[image: External link] addressed the Court's limitation when political process allowed future policy change, but a judicial ruling would "attribute finality". Political questions lack "satisfactory criteria for a judicial determination".[114]

John Marshall recognized that the president holds "important political powers" which as Executive privilege[image: External link] allows great discretion. This doctrine was applied in Court rulings on President Grant's duty to enforce the law during Reconstruction. It extends to the sphere of foreign affairs. Justice Robert Jackson[image: External link] explained, Foreign affairs are inherently political, "wholly confided by our Constitution to the political departments of the government ... [and] not subject to judicial intrusion or inquiry."[115]

Critics of the Court object in two principal ways to self-restraint in judicial review, deferring as it does as a matter of doctrine to Acts of Congress and Presidential actions.


	Its inaction is said to allow "a flood of legislative appropriations" which permanently create an imbalance between the states and federal government.

	Supreme Court deference to Congress and the executive compromises American protection of civil rights, political minority groups and aliens.[116]




Further information: Separation of powers under the United States Constitution
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 Subsequent Courts




Main article: History of the Supreme Court of the United States[image: External link]


Supreme Courts under the leadership of subsequent Chief Justices have also used judicial review to interpret the Constitution among individuals, states and federal branches. Notable contributions were made by the Chase Court, the Taft Court, the Warren Court, and the Rehnquist Court.

Further information: List of United States Supreme Court cases by the Chase Court[image: External link]


Salmon P. Chase[image: External link] was a Lincoln appointee, serving as Chief Justice from 1864 to 1873. His career encompassed service as a U.S. Senator and Governor of Ohio. He coined the slogan, "Free soil, free Labor, free men." One of Lincoln's "team of rivals", he was appointed Secretary of Treasury during the Civil War, issuing "greenbacks". To appease radical Republicans, Lincoln appointed him to replace Chief Justice Roger B. Taney[image: External link] of Dred Scott[image: External link] case fame.

In one of his first official acts, Chase admitted John Rock[image: External link], the first African-American to practice before the Supreme Court. The "Chase Court" is famous for Texas v. White[image: External link], which asserted a permanent Union of indestructible states. Veazie Bank v. Fenno[image: External link] upheld the Civil War tax on state banknotes. Hepburn v. Griswold[image: External link] found parts of the Legal Tender Acts unconstitutional, though it was reversed under a late Supreme Court majority.










Further information: List of United States Supreme Court cases by the Taft Court[image: External link]




	
Scope of judicial review expanded





	




William Howard Taft[image: External link] was a Harding appointment to Chief Justice from 1921 to 1930. A Progressive Republican[image: External link] from Ohio, he was a one-term President.

As Chief Justice, he advocated the Judiciary Act of 1925[image: External link] that brought the Federal District Courts under the administrative jurisdiction of the Supreme Court. Taft successfully sought the expansion of Court jurisdiction over non- states such as District of Columbia and Territories of Arizona, New Mexico, Alaska and Hawaii.

In 1925, the Taft Court issued a ruling overturning a Marshall Court ruling on the Bill of Rights. In Gitlow v. New York[image: External link], the Court established the doctrine of " incorporation[image: External link] which applied the Bill of Rights to the states. Important cases included the Board of Trade of City of Chicago v. Olsen[image: External link] that upheld Congressional regulation of commerce. Olmstead v. United States[image: External link] allowed exclusion of evidence obtained without a warrant based on application of the 14th Amendment proscription against unreasonable searches. Wisconsin v. Illinois[image: External link] ruled the equitable power of the United States can impose positive action on a state to prevent its inaction from damaging another state.

Further information: List of United States Supreme Court cases by the Warren Court[image: External link]


Earl Warren[image: External link] was an Eisenhower nominee, Chief Justice from 1953 to 1969. Warren's Republican career in the law reached from County Prosecutor, California state attorney general, and three consecutive terms as Governor. His programs stressed progressive efficiency, expanding state education, re-integrating returning veterans, infrastructure and highway construction.

In 1954, the Warren Court overturned a landmark Fuller Court[image: External link] ruling on the Fourteenth Amendment interpreting racial segregation as permissible in government and commerce providing "separate but equal" services. Warren built a coalition of Justices after 1962 that developed the idea of natural rights as guaranteed in the Constitution. Brown v. Board of Education[image: External link] banned segregation in public schools. Baker v. Carr[image: External link] and Reynolds v. Sims[image: External link] established Court ordered "one-man-one-vote". Bill of Rights Amendments were incorporated into the states. Due process was expanded in Gideon v. Wainwright[image: External link] and Miranda v. Arizona[image: External link]. First Amendment rights were addressed in Griswold v. Connecticut[image: External link] concerning privacy, and Engel v. Vitale[image: External link] relative to free speech.

Further information: List of United States Supreme Court cases by the Rehnquist Court[image: External link]


William Rehnquist[image: External link] was a Reagan appointment to Chief Justice, serving from 1986 to 2005. While he would concur with overthrowing a state supreme court's decision, as in Bush v. Gore, he built a coalition of Justices after 1994 that developed the idea of federalism as provided for in the Tenth Amendment. In the hands of the Supreme Court, the Constitution and its Amendments were to restrain Congress, as in City of Boerne v. Flores[image: External link].

Nevertheless, the Rehnquist Court was noted in the contemporary "culture wars" for overturning state laws relating to privacy prohibiting late-term abortions in Stenberg v. Carhart[image: External link], prohibiting sodomy in Lawrence v. Texas[image: External link], or ruling so as to protect free speech in Texas v. Johnson[image: External link] or affirmative action in Grutter v. Bollinger[image: External link].
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 Civic religion




Main article: American civil religion[image: External link]


There is a viewpoint that some Americans have come to see the documents of the Constitution, along with the Declaration of Independence and the Bill of Rights, as being a cornerstone of a type of civil religion[image: External link]. This is suggested by the prominent display of the Constitution, along with the Declaration of Independence and the Bill of Rights, in massive, bronze-framed, bulletproof, moisture-controlled glass containers vacuum-sealed in a rotunda by day and in multi-ton bomb-proof vaults by night at the National Archives Building.[117]

The idea of displaying the documents struck one academic critic looking from the point of view of the 1776 or 1789 America as "idolatrous, and also curiously at odds with the values of the Revolution".[117] By 1816, Jefferson wrote that "[s]ome men look at constitutions with sanctimonious reverence and deem them like the Ark of the Covenant[image: External link], too sacred to be touched". But he saw imperfections and imagined that there could potentially be others, believing as he did that "institutions must advance also".[118]

Some commentators depict the multi-ethnic, multi-sectarian United States as held together by a political orthodoxy, in contrast with a nation state[image: External link] of people having more "natural" ties.[119][120]
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 Worldwide influence






	




Main article: United States Constitution and worldwide influence[image: External link]


The United States Constitution has been a notable model for governance around the world. Its international influence is found in similarities of phrasing and borrowed passages in other constitutions, as well as in the principles of the rule of law[image: External link], separation of powers[image: External link] and recognition of individual rights[image: External link]. The American experience of fundamental law with amendments and judicial review[image: External link] has motivated constitutionalists[image: External link] at times when they were considering the possibilities for their nation's future.[121] It informed Abraham Lincoln during the American Civil War,[t] his contemporary and ally Benito Juárez[image: External link] of Mexico,[u] and the second generation of 19th-century constitutional nationalists, José Rizal[image: External link] of the Philippines[v] and Sun Yat-sen[image: External link] of China.[w] Since the latter half of the 20th century, the influence of the United States Constitution may be waning as other countries have revised their constitutions with new influences.[127][128]
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Further information: History of the United States Constitution § Criticism of the Constitution[image: External link]


The United States Constitution has faced various criticisms since its inception in 1787.

The Constitution did not originally define who was eligible to vote[image: External link], allowing each state to determine who was eligible. In the early history of the U.S., most states allowed only white[image: External link] male adult property owners to vote.[129][130][131] Until the Reconstruction Amendments[image: External link] were adopted between 1865 and 1870, the five years immediately following the Civil War, the Constitution did not abolish slavery, nor give citizenship and voting rights to former slaves.[132] These amendments did not include a specific prohibition on discrimination on the basis of sex; it took another amendment – the Nineteenth[image: External link], ratified in 1920 – for the Constitution to prohibit any United States citizen from being denied the right to vote on the basis of sex.[133]
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^ Historically, the first written constitution of an independent polity which was adopted by representatives elected by the people was the 1755 Corsican Constitution[image: External link], despite being short-lived, drafted by Pasquale Paoli[image: External link], whose work was an inspiration for many American patriots[8], including the Hearts of Oak[image: External link], originally named "The Corsicans", and the Sons of Liberty[image: External link].[9] Earlier written constitutions of independent states exist but were not adopted by bodies elected by the people, such as the Swedish Constitution of 1772[image: External link], adopted by the king, the Constitution of San Marino[image: External link] of 1600 which is the oldest surviving constitution in the world, or the Constitution of Pylyp Orlyk[image: External link], the first establishing separation of powers.


	
^ The Judiciary Act of 1789 established six Supreme Court justices. The number was periodically increased, reaching ten in 1863, allowing Lincoln additional appointments. After the Civil War, vacancies reduced the number to seven. Congress finally fixed the number at nine.


	
^ The four concepts which determine "justiciability", the formula for a federal court taking and deciding a case, are the doctrines of (a) standing, (b) real and substantial interests, (c) adversity, and (d) avoidance of political questions.[47]


	
^ Judicial Review is explained in Hamilton's Federalist No. 78[image: External link]. It also has roots in Natural Law expressions in the Declaration of Independence. The Supreme Court first ruled an act of Congress unconstitutional in Marbury v. Madison[image: External link], the second was Dred Scott[image: External link].[47]


	
^ For instance, 'collateral estoppel' directs that when a litigant wins in a state court, they cannot sue in federal court to get a more favorable outcome.


	
^ Recently numerous habeas corpus[image: External link] reforms have tried to preserve a working "relationship of comity" and simultaneously streamline the process for state and lower courts to apply Supreme Court interpretations.[47]


	
^ Contrary to this source when viewed, the Constitution provides that punishments, including forfeiture of income and property, must apply to the person convicted. "No attainder of treason shall work corruption of blood[image: External link] or forfeiture" on the convicted traitor's children or heirs. This avoids the perpetuation of civil war into the generations by Parliamentary majorities as in the Wars of the Roses[image: External link].[47]


	
^ Downes v. Bidwell[image: External link], 182 U.S. 244, 261 (1901), commenting on an earlier Supreme Court decision, Loughborough v. Blake, 18 U.S. (5 Wheat.) 317 (1820); Rasmussen v. United States, 197 U.S. 516, 529-530, 536 (1905)(concurring opinions of Justices Harlan and Brown), that once the Constitution has been extended to an area, its coverage is irrevocable; Boumediene v. Bush[image: External link] - That where the Constitution has been once formally extended by Congress to territories, neither Congress nor the territorial legislature can enact laws inconsistent therewith. The Constitution grants Congress and the President the power to acquire, dispose of, and govern territory, not the power to decide when and where its terms apply.


	
^ The Supreme Court found 658 cases of invalid state statutes from 1790 to 1941 before the advent of civil rights cases in the last half of the twentieth century[104]


	
^ In this, John Marshall leaned on the argument of Hamilton in Federalist No. 78[image: External link].


	
^ Although it may be that the true meaning of the Constitution to the people of the United States in 1788 can only be divined by a study of the state ratification conventions, the Supreme Court has used the Federalist Papers as a supplemental guide to the Constitution since their co-author, John Jay, was the first Chief Justice.


	
^ The entire quote reads, "This argument has been ratified by time and by practice, and there is little point in quibbling with it. Of course, the President also takes an oath to support the Constitution."[107]


	
^ The presidential reference is to Andrew Jackson's disagreement with Marshall's Court over Worcester v. Georgia[image: External link], finding Georgia could not impose its laws in Cherokee Territory. Jackson replied, "John Marshall has made his decision; now let him enforce it!", and the Trail of Tears proceeded. Jackson would not politically interpose the U.S. Army between Georgia and the Cherokee people as Eisenhower would do between Arkansas and the integrating students.


	
^ "Advisory opinions" are not the same as "declaratory judgments[image: External link]." (a) These address rights and legal relationships in cases of "actual controversy", and (b) the holding has the force and effect of a final judgment. (c) There is no coercive order, as the parties are assumed to follow the judgment, but a "declaratory judgment" is the basis of any subsequent ruling in case law.


	
^ Louis Brandeis concurring opinion, Ashwander v. Tennessee Valley Authority, 1936.


	
^ The Chase Court[image: External link], 1864–1873, in 1865 were the Hon. Salmon P. Chase, Chief Justice, U.S.; Hon. Nathan Clifford, Maine; Stephen J. Field, Justice Supreme Court, U.S.; Hon. Samuel F. Miller, U.S. Supreme Court; Hon. Noah H. Swayne, Justice Supreme Court, U.S.; Judge Morrison R. Waite


	
^ The Taft Court[image: External link], 1921–1930, in 1925 were James Clark McReynolds, Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr., William Howard Taft (Chief Justice), Willis Van Devanter, Louis Brandeis. Edward Sanford, George Sutherland, Pierce Butler, Harlan Fiske Stone


	
^ The Warren Court[image: External link], 1953–1969, in 1963 were Felix Frankfurter; Hugo Black; Earl Warren (Chief Justice); Stanley Reed; WIlliam O. Douglas. Tom Clark; Robert H. Jackson; Harold Burton; Sherman Minton


	
^ The Rehnquist Court[image: External link], 1986–2005.


	
^ "Secession was indeed unconstitutional ... military resistance to secession was not only constitutional but also morally justified.[122] "the primary purpose of the Constitution was ... to create 'a more perfect union' ... the Constitution was an exercise in nation building.[123]


	
^ Juarez regarded the United States as a model of republican democracy and consistently supported Abraham Lincoln.[124]


	
^ The institutions of the two countries which have most influenced constitutional development are Spain and the United States". One of the reforms, "sine quibus non", to use the words of Rizal and Mabini, always insisted upon by the Filipinos, was Philippine representation in the Spanish Cortez[image: External link], the promulgation in the Islands of the Spanish Constitution, and the complete assimilation equal to that of any in the Spanish provinces on the continent.[125]


	
^ In the modern history of China, there were many revolutionaries who tried to seek the truth from the West in order to overthrow the feudal system of the Qing dynasty[image: External link]. Dr. Sun Yat-sen[image: External link], for example, was much influenced by American democracy, especially the U.S. Constitution.[126]
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District of Columbia home Rule






District of Columbia home rule is the ability of residents of the District of Columbia to govern their local affairs. As the federal capital, the constitution grants the United States Congress exclusive jurisdiction over the District in "all cases whatsoever."

At certain times, and presently since 1973, Congress has allowed certain powers of government to be carried out by locally elected officials. However, Congress maintains the power to overturn local laws and exercises greater oversight of the city than exists for any U.S. state. Furthermore, the District's elected government exists at the pleasure of Congress and could theoretically be revoked at any time.

A separate yet related controversy is the District's lack of voting representation in Congress. The city's unique status creates a situation where D.C. residents do not have full control over their local government nor do they have voting representation in the body that has full control.



TOP
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 Constitutional provisions




James Madison explained the need for a federal district on January 23, 1788, in the Federalist No. 43, arguing that the national capital needed to be distinct from the states, in order to provide for its own maintenance and safety.[1] An attack on the Congress at Philadelphia by a mob of angry soldiers, known as the Pennsylvania Mutiny of 1783, had emphasized the need for the government to see to its own security.[2] Therefore, the authority to establish a federal capital was provided in Article I, Section 8[image: External link] of the United States Constitution, which states that Congress shall have the power:


To exercise exclusive Legislation in all Cases whatsoever, over such District (not exceeding ten Miles square) as may, by Cession of particular States, and the acceptance of Congress, become the Seat of the Government of the United States



The phrase "exclusive legislation in all Cases whatsoever" has been interpreted to mean that Congress is the ultimate authority over the District, thereby limiting local self-government by the city's residents. However, the Founding Fathers envisioned that Congress would devolve some of this power to the local level. For example, Madison stated in the Federalist No. 43 that "a municipal legislature for local purposes, derived from their own suffrages, will of course be allowed them."[1]
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 History of self-government




See also: History of Washington, D.C. and List of mayors of Washington, D.C.[image: External link]


On July 16, 1790, the Residence Act provided for a new permanent capital to be located on the Potomac River, the exact area to be selected by President Washington. As permitted by the U.S. Constitution, the initial shape of the federal district was a square, measuring 10 miles (16 km) on each side, totaling 100 square miles (260 km2). The Residence Act also provided for the selection of a three-member board of commissioners, appointed by the President, charged with overseeing the construction of the new capital.[3] Two other incorporated cities that predated the establishment of the District were also included within the new federal territory: Georgetown, founded in 1751,[4] and the City of Alexandria, Virginia, founded in 1749.[5] A new "federal city" called the City of Washington was then constructed on the north bank of the Potomac, to the east of the established settlement at Georgetown.

The Organic Act of 1801 officially organized the District of Columbia and placed the entire federal territory, including the cities of Washington, Georgetown, and Alexandria under the exclusive control of Congress. In 1802, the board of commissioners was disbanded and the City of Washington was officially incorporated. The city's incorporation allowed for a local municipal government consisting of a mayor appointed by the President and an elected six-member council.[6] The local governments of Georgetown and Alexandria were also left intact. As such, the citizens of Georgetown retained their locally elected mayor.[7] In 1812, the council was given the power to elect the mayor.[8] In 1820, the Congress granted the City of Washington a new charter, which allowed for a mayor elected by voters.[9]

During these first few years of the city's development, the federal government maintained a laissez faire[image: External link] approach to the city's affairs. However, in 1829 with the new administration of President Andrew Jackson[image: External link] and the election of pro-Jackson[image: External link] majorities in each house of Congress, the federal government began intervening more in the city's local affairs. Most of the disputes between the federal and municipal governments involved financing for capital projects in the city.

The disputes became more political in 1840 when the city elected a member of the anti-Jackson Whig Party[image: External link] as mayor. Two weeks after the election, members of Congress submitted legislation to alter the charter of the City of Washington to remove the city's elected government.[10] However, the bill was unable to pass the Congress due to disputes among members about the status of slavery in the District. The election of President William Henry Harrison[image: External link], who was favorable to residents of the District, assured that the proposed bill would not become law.[11]

In the years preceding and during the American Civil War, the District developed a complicated, piecemeal government. Separate municipal authorities for the cities of Washington and Georgetown remained intact, but shared jurisdiction with overlapping authorities for the whole District, such as the Metropolitan Police Department[image: External link] founded in 1861.[12] Following the Civil War, the city experienced a large increase in its population; by 1870, the District's population had grown to nearly 132,000.[13] Despite the city's growth, Washington still had dirt roads and lacked basic sanitation; the situation was so bad that some members of Congress proposed moving the capital elsewhere.

In order to build new infrastructure and make the city's government operate more efficiently, Congress passed the Organic Act of 1871, which created a new government for the entire federal territory. This Act effectively combined the City of Washington, Georgetown, and unincorporated area known then as Washington County, into a single municipal government for the whole District of Columbia.[14] In the same Organic Act, Congress created a territorial government which consisted of a legislative assembly with an upper-house composed of eleven council members appointed by the President and a 22-member house of delegates elected by the people,[8] as well as an appointed Board of Public Works charged with modernizing the city. In 1873, President Ulysses S. Grant appointed the board's most influential member, Alexander Robey Shepherd, to the new post of governor. Shepherd authorized large-scale projects to modernize Washington but overspent three times the approved budget, bankrupting the city. In 1874, Congress abolished the District's local government in favor of direct rule.[15]

The territorial government was replaced by a three-member Board of Commissioners;[8] two members appointed by the President after approval by the Senate and a third member was selected from the United States Army Corps of Engineers. One of the three members would be selected to act as President of the Board.[16] This form of government continued for nearly a century. Between 1948 and 1966, six bills were introduced in Congress to provide some form of home rule, but none ever passed.

In 1967, President Lyndon Johnson[image: External link] presented to Congress a plan to reorganize the District's government designed by David Carliner[image: External link].[17] The three-commissioner system was replaced by a government headed by a nine-member city council, a single mayor-commissioner, and an assistant to the mayor-commissioner, all appointed by the president.[17] The mayor-commissioner and his assistant served four-year terms,[18] while the councilmembers served three-year terms.[17] While the Council was officially nonpartisan, no more than six of Councilmembers could be of the same political party.[18] Councilmembers were expected to work part-time.[17] All councilmembers and either the mayor-commissioner or his assistant was required to have been a resident of the District of Columbia for the three years preceding appointment.[18] All must be District residents while serving their terms in office.[18]

Council members had the quasi-legislative powers of the former Board of Commissioners, approving the budget and setting real estate tax rates.[17] The mayor-commissioner could, without any Congressional approval, consolidate District agencies and transfer money between agencies, powers that the preceding Board of Commissioners could not do since 1952.[19] The mayor-commissioner could veto the actions of the Council, but the Council could override the veto with a three-fourths vote.[17]

Despite a push by many Republicans and conservative Democrats in the House of Representatives to reject Johnson's plan, the House of Representatives accepted the new form of government for the District by a vote of 244 to 160.[20] Johnson said that the new District government would be more effective and efficient.[17]

Walter E. Washington[image: External link] was appointed the first mayor, and Thomas W. Fletcher was appointed the first deputy mayor.[21] The first Council appointments were Chairman John W. Hechinger, Vice Chairman Walter E. Fauntroy[image: External link], Stanley J. Anderson, Margaret A. Haywood, John A. Nevius[image: External link], William S. Thompson, J.C. Turner, Polly Shackleton[image: External link], and Joseph P. Yeldell.[21]
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 1973 Home Rule Act




On December 24, 1973, Congress enacted the District of Columbia Home Rule Act, providing for an elected mayor[image: External link] and the 13-member Council of the District of Columbia.[22] Each of the city's eight wards[image: External link] elects a single member of the council and five members, including the chairman, are elected at large.[23]

There are 37 Advisory Neighborhood Commissions (ANCs) elected by small neighborhood districts. ANCs traditionally wield a great deal of influence and the city government routinely takes their suggestions into careful consideration.[24] The Council has the ability to pass local laws and ordinances. However, pursuant to the Home Rule Act all legislation passed by the D.C. government, including the city's local budget, remains subject to the approval of Congress.[25]

The Home Rule Act specifically prohibits the Council from enacting certain laws that, among other restrictions, would:[26]


	lend public credit for private projects;

	impose a tax on individuals who work in the District but live elsewhere;

	make any changes to the city's federally mandated height limit;

	pass any law changing the composition or jurisdiction of the local courts;

	enact a local budget that is not balanced; and

	gain any additional authority over the National Capital Planning Commission[image: External link], Washington Aqueduct, or District of Columbia National Guard[image: External link].



As noted, the Home Rule Act prohibits the District from imposing a commuter tax on non-residents who make up over 60% of the city's workforce. In addition, over 50% of property in the District is also exempt from taxation.[27] The Government Accountability Office and other organizations have estimated that these revenue restrictions create a structural deficit in the city's budget of anywhere between $470 million and over $1 billion per year.[27][28][29] While Congress typically provides larger grants to the District for federal programs such as Medicaid and the local justice system, analysts claim that the payments do not resolve the imbalance.[28][29] The proposed FY 2017 budget figures show the District raising about $10 Billion in local revenue, out of a proposed FY 2017 $13.4 Billion budget.[30]
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 Justice system




See also: Crime in Washington, D.C.


The District's local justice system is centered on the Superior Court of the District of Columbia[image: External link], which hears all local civil and criminal cases, and the District of Columbia Court of Appeals[image: External link], which serves as the highest local appeals court in Washington, D.C. Despite the fact that the local courts are technically the third branch of the D.C. government, they are funded and operated by the United States federal government.[31] Though operated by the federal government, the District's local courts are separate from the United States District Court for the District of Columbia[image: External link] and the United States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit[image: External link], which only hear cases regarding federal law.[32]

The President of the United States appoints the city's local judges from a group of nominees selected by a judicial nomination commission. All presidential nominees are then confirmed by the U.S. Senate.[33] The local Attorney General of the District of Columbia[image: External link] only has jurisdiction in civil proceedings and prosecuting minor offenses such as misdemeanors[image: External link] and traffic violations.[34] The United States Attorney for the District of Columbia[image: External link] is also appointed by the President and is responsible for prosecuting both federal and local felony[image: External link] crimes, such as robbery, murder, aggravated assault, grand theft, and arson.[35] This setup differs from elsewhere in the country where 93% of local prosecutors are directly elected and the remainder are appointed by local elected officials.[36]

The fact that the U.S. Attorneys in the District of Columbia are neither elected nor appointed by city officials leads to criticism that the prosecutors are not responsive to the needs of local residents.[37] Efforts to create the position of D.C. district attorney[image: External link] regained attention in 2008. The D.C. district attorney would be elected and have jurisdiction over all local criminal cases, thereby streamlining prosecution and making the justice system more accountable to residents.[38]
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 Relationship with Congress




See also: District of Columbia voting rights


Despite the fact that Washington, D.C. has an elected mayor and city council, significant congressional oversight of the District's local affairs remains in place. Congress has the power to review all bills passed by the council, and can prevent them from taking effect even if they were passed on council with a large majority. It can also pass legislation for the city without approval from residents or the local government, and can even revoke the home rule charter altogether.[25] District leaders have long complained about the interventionist approach that members of Congress, who have no particular attachment to the city, take in dealing with the District's local affairs. However, when confronted by hot-button political issues such as the death penalty, gun control or gay marriage, members of Congress are often pressured to cast votes consistent with the beliefs of their constituents, regardless of the law's effect on the city.[39]

In some instances, congressional intervention in the city's affairs has produced ruinous results. As an early example from the mid-19th century, when Jacksonian Democrats[image: External link] tried to exercise greater authority over the District, the population convened to request retrocession of the District back to the states of Maryland and Virginia.[40] The efforts to return the northern portion of the District failed; however, the citizens of the District's southern territory of Alexandria successfully petitioned to retrocede that area to Virginia in 1846.[41]

The standing committees[image: External link] charged with oversight of the federal city, known as the District committees, were also originally believed to be unimportant when compared to other committees with greater scope and authority. As such, those appointed to the District committees were often less-respected members of Congress.[42] For example, Theodore G. Bilbo[image: External link], a senator from Mississippi in the 1930 and '40s, was made chairman of the United States Senate Committee on the District of Columbia[image: External link] during his final years in the Senate. Bilbo, an unapologetic racist, used the appointment to extend segregationist policies among the District's increasingly African American population.[43]

The District committees were largely restructured in the late 1970s, and were downgraded to subcommittees in the 1990s. Currently, the District of Columbia is overseen in the House of Representatives by the Committee on Oversight and Government Reform[image: External link] and its Subcommittee on Health Care, District of Columbia, Census and the National Archives[image: External link]. As a courtesy to the city's residents, the District's non-voting delegate[image: External link], currently Eleanor Holmes Norton, serves as a member of both committees.[44] The District is overseen in the United States Senate by the Committee on Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs[image: External link] and its Subcommittee on Oversight of Government Management, the Federal Workforce and the District of Columbia[image: External link]. The District has no representation in the Senate at all.

The Congress has intervened in the District's local affairs several times since the passage of the Home Rule Act in 1973. In most instances Congress has simply prohibited the District from spending funds to implement laws passed by the city council as opposed to directly overturning them. Most notable was the prohibition on spending funds to enact the Health Care Benefits Expansion Act of 1992, which extended health benefits to registered domestic partners[image: External link] in the city,[39] and prohibiting the expenditure of funds to lobby for greater representation in Congress.[45] In other instances, however, the Congress has implemented a more active approach in exercising its authority over the District. For example, legislation was passed in 1992 mandating a referendum on the use of the death penalty in the District,[39] and bills to remove the District's strict gun control regulations have been continuously introduced in the Congress as well.[46]

Efforts to roll back the city's gun laws were curtailed following the June 26, 2008, Supreme Court decision in District of Columbia v. Heller. The court held that the city's 1976 handgun ban violates the Second Amendment right to gun ownership.[47] However, the ruling does not prohibit all forms of gun control,[48] and pro-gun rights members of Congress are still attempting to repeal remaining gun regulations such as the District's assault weapon ban.[49]

The most significant intrusion into the city's local affairs since the passage of Home Rule Act was when the Congress removed the city's authority to control its own finances in the mid-1990s. The situation was a result of mismanagement and waste in the city's local government, particularly during the mayoralty of Marion Barry.[50] By 1995, the city had become nearly insolvent, which prompted the Congress to create the District of Columbia Financial Control Board. As part of the restructuring arrangement, the appointed members of the Financial Control Board had the authority to approve all city spending; however, Congress also agreed to provide more funding for federally mandated programs such as Medicaid.[51] Mayor Anthony Williams won election in 1998. His administration oversaw a period of greater prosperity, urban renewal, and budget surpluses.[27] The District regained control over its finances in September 2001 and the oversight board's operations were suspended.[52]
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 Proposals for change




Advocates of greater D.C. home rule have proposed several reforms to increase the District's independence from Congress. These proposals generally involve either limiting oversight or allowing the state of Maryland take back the land it ceded to form the District.
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 Legislation




A number of legislative proposals have been made for the Congress, while maintaining its authority over the District, to significantly restrain the degree of oversight. These initiatives include:[53]


	Allowing greater legislative autonomy and removing the congressional review period required before local legislation becomes law;

	Removing the required congressional review and active approval of the city's local budget; and

	Creating the position of an elected D.C. attorney general so that residents may have greater say over local civil litigation and criminal prosecutions.



Currently, all of these proposals are pending before various committees in the Congress.[53]
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 Retrocession




Main article: District of Columbia retrocession


The process of uniting the District of Columbia with the state of Maryland is referred to as retrocession. The District was originally formed out of parts of both Maryland and Virginia. However, the portion ceded by Virginia was returned to that state in 1846; all the land in present-day D.C. was once part of Maryland.[54] If both the Congress and the Maryland state legislature agreed, jurisdiction over the District of Columbia could be returned to Maryland, possibly excluding a small tract of land immediately surrounding the United States Capitol, the White House, and the Supreme Court building.[55] If the District were returned to Maryland, exclusive jurisdiction over the city by Congress would be terminated and citizens in D.C. would gain voting representation in the Congress as residents of Maryland. Potential obstacles to retrocession include the need for approval by the state of Maryland[56] and the preference of many District residents for independent statehood. Further, retrocession may require a constitutional amendment as the District's role as the seat of government is mandated by the District Clause of the U.S. Constitution.[56][57] Retrocession could also alter the idea of a separate national capital as envisioned by the Founding Fathers.[1]
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 Statehood




Main article: D.C. statehood movement


If the District were to become a state, Congress would no longer have exclusive authority over the city and residents would have full voting representation in the Congress, including the Senate. However, there are a number of constitutional considerations with any such statehood proposal. Article Four of the United States Constitution[image: External link] gives the Congress power to grant statehood; the House of Representatives last voted on D.C. statehood in November 1993 and the proposal was defeated by a vote of 277 to 153.[58] Further, like the issue of retrocession, opponents argue that statehood would violate the District Clause of the U.S. Constitution, and erode the principle of a separate federal district as the seat of government. D.C. statehood could therefore require a constitutional amendment.[57]
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The United States Congress is the bicameral[image: External link] legislature of the federal government of the United States consisting of two chambers: the Senate and the House of Representatives. The Congress meets in the Capitol in Washington, D.C. Both senators and representatives are chosen through direct election[image: External link], though vacancies in the Senate may be filled by a gubernatorial appointment. Congress has 535 voting members: 435 Representatives and 100 Senators.

The House of Representatives has six non-voting members in addition to its 435 voting members. These members can, however, sit on congressional committees and introduce legislation. These members represent Washington, D.C., Puerto Rico, American Samoa, Guam[image: External link], the Northern Mariana Islands and the U.S. Virgin Islands[image: External link].

The members of the House of Representatives serve two-year terms representing the people of a single constituency, known as a "district". Congressional districts are apportioned[image: External link] to states by population[image: External link] using the United States Census results, provided that each state has at least one congressional representative. Each state, regardless of population or size, has two senators. Currently, there are 100 senators representing the 50 states. Each senator is elected at-large in their state for a six-year term, with terms staggered, so every two years approximately one-third of the Senate is up for election.

Congress members are usually affiliated to the Republican Party[image: External link] or to the Democratic Party[image: External link], and only rarely to a third party[image: External link] or as independents[image: External link].



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Overview






Play media[image: External link]


[image: External link]

Overview of the United States legislative process, as explained by the Library of Congress






Article One of the United States Constitution states, "All legislative Powers herein granted shall be vested in a Congress of the United States, which shall consist of a Senate and House of Representatives." The House and Senate are equal partners in the legislative process—legislation cannot be enacted without the consent of both chambers. However, the Constitution grants each chamber some unique powers. The Senate ratifies treaties and approves presidential appointments while the House initiates revenue-raising bills. The House initiates impeachment[image: External link] cases, while the Senate decides impeachment cases.[2] A two-thirds vote of the Senate is required before an impeached person can be forcibly removed from office.[2]

The term Congress[image: External link] can also refer to a particular meeting of the legislature. A Congress covers two years; the current one, the 115th Congress[image: External link], began on January 3, 2017, and will end on January 3, 2019. The Congress starts and ends on the third day of January of every odd-numbered year. Members of the Senate are referred to as senators; members of the House of Representatives are referred to as representatives, congressmen, or congresswomen.

Scholar and representative Lee H. Hamilton[image: External link] asserted that the "historic mission of Congress has been to maintain freedom" and insisted it was a "driving force in American government"[3] and a "remarkably resilient institution".[4] Congress is the "heart and soul of our democracy", according to this view,[5] even though legislators rarely achieve the prestige or name recognition of presidents or Supreme Court justices; one wrote that "legislators remain ghosts in America's historical imagination".[5] One analyst argues that it is not a solely reactive institution but has played an active role in shaping government policy and is extraordinarily sensitive to public pressure.[5] Several academics described Congress:


Congress reflects us in all our strengths and all our weaknesses. It reflects our regional idiosyncrasies, our ethnic, religious, and racial diversity, our multitude of professions, and our shadings of opinion on everything from the value of war to the war over values. Congress is the government's most representative body ... Congress is essentially charged with reconciling our many points of view on the great public policy issues of the day.


	—Smith, Roberts, and Wielen[3]






Congress is constantly changing and is constantly in flux.[6] In recent times, the American south and west have gained House seats according to demographic[image: External link] changes recorded by the census and includes more minorities and women although both groups are still underrepresented, according to one view.[6] While power balances among the different parts of government continue to change, the internal structure of Congress is important to understand along with its interactions with so-called intermediary institutions such as political parties, civic associations, interest groups, and the mass media.[5]

The Congress of the United States serves two distinct purposes that overlap: local representation to the federal government of a congressional district by representatives and a state's at-large representation to the federal government by senators.

Most incumbents seek re-election, and their historical likelihood of winning subsequent elections exceeds 90 percent.[7]

The historical records of the House of Representatives and the Senate are maintained by the Center for Legislative Archives, which is a part of the National Archives and Records Administration.[8]

Congress is directly responsible for the governing of the District of Columbia, the current seat of the federal government.
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Main article: History of the United States Congress[image: External link]


The First Continental Congress was a gathering of representatives from twelve of the thirteen British Colonies in North America[image: External link].[9] On July 4, 1776, the Second Continental Congress adopted the Declaration of Independence[image: External link], referring to the new nation as the "United States of America". The Articles of Confederation[image: External link] in 1781 created the Congress of the Confederation, a unicameral[image: External link] body with equal representation among the states in which each state had a veto over most decisions. Congress had executive but not legislative authority, and the federal judiciary was confined to admiralty.[10] and lacked authority to collect taxes, regulate commerce, or enforce laws.[11][12]

Government powerlessness led to the Convention of 1787[image: External link] which proposed a revised constitution with a two–chamber or bicameral congress.[13] Smaller states argued for equal representation for each state.[14] The two-chamber structure had functioned well in state governments.[15] A compromise[image: External link] plan was adopted with representatives chosen by population[image: External link] (benefiting larger states) and exactly two senators chosen by state governments (benefiting smaller states).[6][16] The ratified constitution created a federal structure[image: External link] with two overlapping power centers so that each citizen as an individual was subjected to both the power of state government and the national government.[17][18][19] To protect against abuse of power, each branch of government—executive, legislative, and judicial—had a separate sphere of authority and could check other branches according to the principle of the separation of powers[image: External link].[2] Furthermore, there were checks and balances within the legislature since there were two separate chambers.[20] The new government became active in 1789.[2][21]

Political scientist[image: External link] Julian E. Zelizer suggested there were four main congressional eras, with considerable overlap, and included the formative era (1780s–1820s), the partisan era (1830s–1900s), the committee era (1910s–1960s), and the contemporary era (1970s–today).[22]
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 The formative era (1780s–1820s)




Federalists and anti-federalists jostled for power in the early years as political parties became pronounced, surprising the Constitution's Founding Fathers of the United States. With the passage of the Constitution and the Bill of Rights, the Anti-Federalist movement was exhausted. Some activists joined the Anti-Administration Party[image: External link] that James Madison and Thomas Jefferson were forming about 1790–91 to oppose policies of Treasury Secretary Alexander Hamilton; it soon became the Democratic-Republican Party or the Jeffersonian Democrat Party and began the era of the First Party System[image: External link]. Thomas Jefferson's election to the presidency marked a peaceful transition of power between the parties in 1800. John Marshall, 4th Chief Justice of the Supreme Court empowered the courts by establishing the principle of judicial review in law in the landmark case Marbury v. Madison[image: External link] in 1803, effectively giving the Supreme Court a power to nullify congressional legislation.
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 The partisan era (1830s–1900s)




These years were marked by growth in the power of political parties. The watershed event was the Civil War which resolved the slavery issue and unified the nation under federal authority, but weakened the power of states rights[image: External link]. A Gilded Age (1877–1901) was marked by Republican[image: External link] dominance of Congress. During this time, lobbying activity became more intense, particularly during the administration of President Ulysses S. Grant in which influential lobbies advocated for railroad subsidies and tariffs on wool.[23] Immigration and high birth rates swelled the ranks of citizens and the nation grew at a rapid pace. The Progressive Era was characterized by strong party leadership in both houses of Congress as well as calls for reform; sometimes reformers would attack lobbyists as corrupting politics.[24] The position of Speaker of the House became extremely powerful under leaders such as Thomas Reed[image: External link] in 1890 and Joseph Gurney Cannon[image: External link]. The Senate was effectively controlled by a half dozen men.
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 The committee era (1910s–1960s)




A system of seniority—in which long-time Members of Congress gained more and more power—encouraged politicians of both parties to serve for long terms. Committee[image: External link] chairmen remained influential in both houses until the reforms of the 1970s. Important structural changes included the direct election of senators by popular election according to the Seventeenth Amendment[image: External link][16] with positive effects (senators more sensitive to public opinion) and negative effects (undermining the authority of state governments).[16] Supreme Court decisions based on the Constitution's commerce clause[image: External link] expanded congressional power to regulate the economy.[25] One effect of popular election of senators was to reduce the difference between the House and Senate in terms of their link to the electorate.[26] Lame duck reforms according to the Twentieth Amendment[image: External link] ended the power of defeated and retiring members of Congress to wield influence despite their lack of accountability.[27]

The Great Depression ushered in President Franklin Roosevelt[image: External link] and strong control by Democrats[28] and historic New Deal policies. Roosevelt[image: External link]'s election in 1932 marked a shift in government power towards the executive branch. Numerous New Deal initiatives came from the White House rather than being initiated by Congress.[29] The Democratic Party[image: External link] controlled both houses of Congress for many years.[30][31][32] During this time, Republicans and conservative southern Democrats[33] formed the Conservative Coalition[image: External link].[32][34] Democrats maintained control of Congress during World War II.[35][36] Congress struggled with efficiency in the postwar era partly by reducing the number of standing congressional committees.[37] Southern Democrats became a powerful force in many influential committees although political power alternated between Republicans and Democrats during these years. More complex issues required greater specialization and expertise, such as space flight and atomic energy policy.[37] Senator Joseph McCarthy[image: External link] exploited the fear of communism and conducted televised hearings.[38][39] In 1960, Democratic candidate John F. Kennedy[image: External link] narrowly won the presidency and power shifted again to the Democrats who dominated both houses of Congress until 1994.
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 The contemporary era (1970s–today)




Congress enacted Johnson's[image: External link] Great Society[image: External link] program to fight poverty and hunger. The Watergate Scandal[image: External link] had a powerful effect of waking up a somewhat dormant Congress which investigated presidential wrongdoing and coverups; the scandal "substantially reshaped" relations between the branches of government, suggested political scientist[image: External link] Bruce J. Schulman.[41] Partisanship returned, particularly after 1994; one analyst attributes partisan infighting to slim congressional majorities which discouraged friendly social gatherings in meeting rooms such as the Board of Education.[5] Congress began reasserting its authority.[29][42] Lobbying[image: External link] became a big factor despite the 1971 Federal Election Campaign Act[image: External link]. Political action committees[image: External link] or PACs could make substantive donations to congressional candidates via such means as soft money contributions.[43] While soft money funds were not given to specific campaigns for candidates, the money often benefited candidates substantially in an indirect way and helped reelect candidates.[43] Reforms such as the 2002 McCain-Feingold[image: External link] act limited campaign donations but did not limit soft money contributions.[44] One source suggests post- Watergate[image: External link] laws amended in 1974 meant to reduce the "influence of wealthy contributors and end payoffs" instead "legitimized PACs" since they "enabled individuals to band together in support of candidates".[45] From 1974 to 1984, PACs grew from 608 to 3,803 and donations leaped from $12.5 million to $120 million[45][46][47] along with concern over PAC influence in Congress.[48][49] In 2009, there were 4,600 business, labor and special-interest PACs[50] including ones for lawyers[image: External link], electricians[image: External link], and real estate brokers[image: External link].[51] From 2007 to 2008, 175 members of Congress received "half or more of their campaign cash" from PACs.[50][52][53]

From 1970 to 2009, the House expanded delegates, along with their powers and privileges representing U.S. citizens in non-state areas, beginning with representation on committees for Puerto Rico's Resident Commissioner[image: External link] in 1970. In 1971, a delegate for the District of Columbia was authorized, and in 1972 new delegate positions were established for U.S. Virgin Islands[image: External link] and Guam[image: External link]. 1978 saw an additional delegate for American Samoa[image: External link], and another for the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands[image: External link] began in 2009. These six Members of Congress enjoy floor privileges to introduce bills and resolutions, and in recent congresses they vote in permanent and select committees, in party caucuses and in joint conferences with the Senate. They have Capitol Hill offices, staff and two annual appointments to each of the four military academies. While their votes are constitutional when Congress authorizes their House Committee of the Whole votes, recent Congresses have not allowed for that, and they cannot vote when the House is meeting as the House of Representatives.[54]

In the late 20th century, the media became more important in Congress's work.[55] Analyst Michael Schudson[image: External link] suggested that greater publicity undermined the power of political parties and caused "more roads to open up in Congress for individual representatives to influence decisions".[55] Norman Ornstein suggested that media prominence led to a greater emphasis on the negative and sensational side of Congress, and referred to this as the tabloidization of media coverage.[6] Others saw pressure to squeeze a political position into a thirty-second soundbite.[56] A report characterized Congress in 2013 as being unproductive, gridlocked, and "setting records for futility".[57] In October 2013, with Congress unable to compromise, the government was shut down for several weeks and risked a serious default on debt payments, causing 60% of the public to say they would "fire every member of Congress" including their own representative.[58] One report suggested Congress posed the "biggest risk to the US economy" because of its brinksmanship, "down-to-the-wire budget and debt crises" and "indiscriminate spending cuts", resulting in slowed economic activity and keeping up to two million people unemployed.[59] There has been increasing public dissatisfaction with Congress,[60] with extremely low approval ratings[61][62] which dropped to 5% in October 2013.[63]
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 Powers of Congress




Main article: Powers of the United States Congress[image: External link]
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 Overview of congressional power




Article I of the Constitution creates and sets forth the structure and most of the powers of Congress. Sections One through Six describe how Congress is elected and gives each House the power to create its own structure. Section Seven lays out the process for creating laws, and Section Eight enumerates numerous powers. Section Nine is a list of powers Congress does not have, and Section Ten enumerates powers of the state, some of which may only be granted by Congress.[64] Constitutional amendments[image: External link] have granted Congress additional powers. Congress also has implied powers[image: External link] derived from the Constitution's Necessary and Proper Clause[image: External link].

Congress has authority over financial and budgetary policy through the enumerated power to "lay and collect Taxes, Duties, Imposts and Excises, to pay the Debts and provide for the common Defence and general Welfare of the United States". There is vast authority over budgets, although analyst Eric Patashnik suggested that much of Congress's power to manage the budget has been lost when the welfare state expanded since "entitlements were institutionally detached from Congress's ordinary legislative routine and rhythm".[65] Another factor leading to less control over the budget was a Keynesian[image: External link] belief that balanced budgets were unnecessary.[65]

The Sixteenth Amendment[image: External link] in 1913 extended congressional power of taxation to include income taxes[image: External link] without apportionment among the several States, and without regard to any census or enumeration.[66] The Constitution also grants Congress the exclusive power to appropriate funds, and this power of the purse[image: External link] is one of Congress's primary checks[image: External link] on the executive branch.[66] Congress can borrow money on the credit of the United States, regulate commerce[image: External link] with foreign nations and among the states, and coin money.[67] Generally, both the Senate and the House of Representatives have equal legislative authority, although only the House may originate revenue and appropriation bills[image: External link].[2]

Congress has an important role in national defense[image: External link], including the exclusive power to declare war, to raise and maintain the armed forces[image: External link], and to make rules for the military.[68] Some critics charge that the executive branch[image: External link] has usurped Congress's constitutionally defined task of declaring war.[69] While historically presidents initiated the process for going to war, they asked for and received formal war declarations from Congress for the War of 1812, the Mexican–American War, the Spanish–American War, World War I[image: External link], and World War II,[70] although President Theodore Roosevelt[image: External link]'s military move into Panama in 1903 did not get congressional approval.[70] In the early days after the North Korean invasion of 1950, President Truman[image: External link] described the American response as a "police action".[71] According to Time[image: External link] magazine in 1970, "U.S. presidents [had] ordered troops into position or action without a formal congressional declaration a total of 149 times."[70] In 1993, Michael Kinsley[image: External link] wrote that "Congress's war power has become the most flagrantly disregarded provision in the Constitution," and that the "real erosion [of Congress's war power] began after World War II."[72][73][74] Disagreement about the extent of congressional versus presidential power regarding war has been present periodically throughout the nation's history."[75]

Congress can establish post offices and post roads, issue patents and copyrights[image: External link], fix standards of weights and measures, establish Courts inferior to the Supreme Court, and "make all Laws which shall be necessary and proper for carrying into Execution the foregoing Powers, and all other Powers vested by this Constitution in the Government of the United States, or in any Department or Officer thereof." Article Four[image: External link] gives Congress the power to admit new states into the Union.

One of Congress's foremost non-legislative functions is the power to investigate[image: External link] and oversee the executive branch.[76] Congressional oversight[image: External link] is usually delegated to committees[image: External link] and is facilitated by Congress's subpoena power.[77] Some critics have charged that Congress has in some instances failed to do an adequate job of overseeing[image: External link] the other branches of government. In the Plame affair[image: External link], critics including Representative Henry A. Waxman[image: External link] charged that Congress was not doing an adequate job of oversight in this case.[78] There have been concerns about congressional oversight of executive actions such as warrantless wiretapping[image: External link], although others respond that Congress did investigate the legality of presidential decisions.[79] Political scientists Ornstein and Mann suggested that oversight functions do not help members of Congress win reelection. Congress also has the exclusive power of removal[image: External link], allowing impeachment[image: External link] and removal of the president, federal judges and other federal officers.[80] There have been charges that presidents acting under the doctrine of the unitary executive[image: External link] have assumed important legislative and budgetary powers that should belong to Congress.[81] So-called signing statements[image: External link] are one way in which a president can "tip the balance of power between Congress and the White House a little more in favor of the executive branch," according to one account.[82] Past presidents, including Ronald Reagan[image: External link], George H. W. Bush[image: External link], Bill Clinton[image: External link], and George W. Bush[image: External link][83] have made public statements when signing congressional legislation about how they understand a bill or plan to execute it, and commentators including the American Bar Association have described this practice as against the spirit of the Constitution.[84][85] There have been concerns that presidential authority to cope with financial crises is eclipsing the power of Congress.[86] In 2008, George F. Will[image: External link] called the Capitol building a "tomb for the antiquated idea that the legislative branch matters."[87]
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 Enumerated powers




Main article: Powers of the United States Congress[image: External link]


The Constitution enumerates the powers of Congress in detail. In addition, other congressional powers have been granted, or confirmed, by constitutional amendments[image: External link]. The Thirteenth[image: External link] (1865), Fourteenth[image: External link] (1868), and Fifteenth Amendments[image: External link] (1870) gave Congress authority to enact legislation to enforce rights of African Americans, including voting rights[image: External link], due process[image: External link], and equal protection[image: External link] under the law.[88] Generally militia forces are controlled by state governments, not Congress.[89]
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 Implied powers and the commerce clause




Congress also has implied powers[image: External link] deriving from the Constitution's Necessary and Proper Clause[image: External link] which permit Congress to "make all Laws which shall be necessary and proper for carrying into Execution the foregoing Powers, and all other Powers vested by this Constitution in the Government of the United States, or in any Department or Officer thereof."[90] Broad interpretations of this clause and of the Commerce Clause[image: External link], the enumerated power to regulate commerce, in rulings such as McCulloch v Maryland[image: External link], have effectively widened the scope of Congress's legislative authority far beyond that prescribed in Section 8.[91][92]
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 Territorial Government




Main article: Territories of the United States


Constitutional responsibility for the oversight of Washington, D.C., the federal district and national capital and the U.S. territories of Guam[image: External link], American Samoa, Puerto Rico, the U.S. Virgin Islands[image: External link], and the Northern Mariana Islands rests with Congress.[93] The republican form of government in territories is devolved by Congressional statute to the respective territories including direct election of governors, the D.C. mayor and locally elective territorial legislatures.[94]

Each territory and Washington, D.C. elect a non-voting delegate to the U.S. House of Representatives as they have throughout Congressional history. They "possess the same powers as other members of the House, except that they may not vote when the House is meeting as the House of Representatives.” They are assigned offices and allowances for staff, participate in debate, and appoint constituents to the four military service academies for the Army, Navy, Air Force and Coast Guard.[95]

Washington, D.C. citizens alone among U.S. territories have the right to directly vote for the President of the United States, although the Democratic and Republican political parties nominate their presidential candidates at national conventions which include delegates from the five major territories.[96]
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 Checks and balances




Main article: U.S. Congress in relation to the president and Supreme Court[image: External link]


Representative Lee H. Hamilton[image: External link] explained how Congress functions within the federal government:


To me the key to understanding it is balance. The founders went to great lengths to balance institutions against each other—balancing powers among the three branches: Congress, the president, and the Supreme Court; between the House of Representatives and the Senate; between the federal government and the states; among states of different sizes and regions with different interests; between the powers of government and the rights of citizens, as spelled out in the Bill of Rights ... No one part of government dominates the other.[3]:6



The Constitution provides checks and balances among the three branches of the federal government. Its authors expected the greater power to lie with Congress as described in Article One.[3][97]

The influence of Congress on the presidency has varied from period to period depending on factors such as congressional leadership, presidential political influence, historical circumstances such as war, and individual initiative by members of Congress. The impeachment[image: External link] of Andrew Johnson[image: External link] made the presidency less powerful than Congress for a considerable period afterwards.[98] The 20th and 21st centuries have seen the rise of presidential power under politicians such as Theodore Roosevelt[image: External link], Woodrow Wilson[image: External link], Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link], Richard Nixon[image: External link], Ronald Reagan[image: External link], and George W. Bush[image: External link].[99] However, in recent years, Congress has restricted presidential power with laws such as the Congressional Budget and Impoundment Control Act of 1974[image: External link] and the War Powers Resolution[image: External link]. Nevertheless, the Presidency remains considerably more powerful today than during the 19th century.[3][99] Executive branch officials are often loath to reveal sensitive information to members of Congress because of concern that information could not be kept secret; in return, knowing they may be in the dark about executive branch activity, congressional officials are more likely to distrust their counterparts in executive agencies.[100] Many government actions require fast coordinated effort by many agencies, and this is a task that Congress is ill-suited for. Congress is slow, open, divided, and not well matched to handle more rapid executive action or do a good job of overseeing such activity, according to one analysis.[101]

The Constitution concentrates removal powers in the Congress by empowering and obligating the House of Representatives to impeach[image: External link] both executive and judicial officials for "Treason, Bribery, or other high Crimes and Misdemeanors." Impeachment is a formal accusation of unlawful activity by a civil officer or government official. The Senate is constitutionally empowered and obligated to try all impeachments. A simple majority in the House is required to impeach an official; however, a two-thirds majority in the Senate is required for conviction. A convicted official is automatically removed from office; in addition, the Senate may stipulate that the defendant[image: External link] be banned from holding office in the future. Impeachment proceedings may not inflict more than this; however, a convicted party may face criminal penalties in a normal court of law. In the history of the United States, the House of Representatives has impeached sixteen officials, of whom seven were convicted. Another resigned before the Senate could complete the trial. Only two presidents have ever been impeached: Andrew Johnson[image: External link] in 1868 and Bill Clinton[image: External link] in 1999. Both trials[image: External link] ended in acquittal; in Johnson's case, the Senate fell one vote short of the two-thirds majority required for conviction[image: External link]. In 1974, Richard Nixon[image: External link] resigned from office after impeachment proceedings in the House Judiciary Committee[image: External link] indicated he would eventually be removed from office.

The Senate has an important check on the executive power by confirming Cabinet officials, judges, and other high officers "by and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate." It confirms most presidential nominees but rejections are not uncommon. Furthermore, treaties negotiated by the President must be ratified by a two-thirds majority vote in the Senate to take effect. As a result, presidential arm-twisting of senators can happen before a key vote; for example, President Obama's secretary of state, Hillary Clinton[image: External link], urged her former senate colleagues to approve a nuclear arms treaty with Russia in 2010.[102] The House of Representatives has no formal role in either the ratification of treaties or the appointment of federal officials, other than in filling a vacancy[image: External link] in the office of the vice president; in such a case, a majority vote in each House is required to confirm a president's nomination of a vice president.[2]

In 1803, the Supreme Court established judicial review[image: External link] of federal legislation in Marbury v. Madison[image: External link], holding, however, that Congress could not grant unconstitutional power to the Court itself. The Constitution does not explicitly state that the courts may exercise judicial review; however, the notion that courts could declare laws unconstitutional[image: External link] was envisioned by the founding fathers. Alexander Hamilton, for example, mentioned and expounded upon the doctrine in Federalist No. 78[image: External link]. Originalists[image: External link] on the Supreme Court have argued that if the constitution does not say something explicitly it is unconstitutional to infer what it should, might or could have said.[103] Judicial review means that the Supreme Court can nullify a congressional law. It is a huge check by the courts on the legislative authority and limits congressional power substantially. In 1857, for example, the Supreme Court struck down provisions of a congressional act of 1820 in its Dred Scott[image: External link] decision.[104] At the same time, the Supreme Court can extend congressional power through its constitutional interpretations.

Investigations are conducted to gather information on the need for future legislation, to test the effectiveness of laws already passed, and to inquire into the qualifications and performance of members and officials of the other branches. Committees may hold hearings, and, if necessary, compel individuals to testify when investigating issues over which it has the power to legislate by issuing subpoenas[image: External link].[105][106] Witnesses who refuse to testify may be cited for contempt of Congress[image: External link], and those who testify falsely may be charged with perjury[image: External link]. Most committee hearings are open to the public (the House[image: External link] and Senate intelligence committees[image: External link] are the exception); important hearings are widely reported in the mass media and transcripts published a few months afterwards.[106] Congress, in the course of studying possible laws and investigating matters, generates an incredible amount of information in various forms, and can be described as a publisher.[107] Indeed, it publishes House and Senate reports[107] and maintains databases which are updated irregularly with publications in a variety of electronic formats.[107]

Congress also plays a role in presidential elections. Both Houses meet in joint session on the sixth day of January following a presidential election to count the electoral votes, and there are procedures to follow if no candidate wins a majority.[2]

The main result of congressional activity is the creation of laws,[108] most of which are contained in the United States Code, arranged by subject matter alphabetically under fifty title headings to present the laws "in a concise and usable form".[2]
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Main article: Structure of the United States Congress[image: External link]


Congress is split into two chambers—House and Senate—and manages the task of writing national legislation by dividing work into separate committees which specialize in different areas. Some members of Congress are elected by their peers to be officers of these committees. Further, Congress has ancillary organizations such as the Government Accountability Office and the Library of Congress to help provide it with information, and members of Congress have staff and offices to assist them as well. In addition, a vast industry of lobbyists helps members write legislation on behalf of diverse corporate and labor interests.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Committees




Main article: United States congressional committee[image: External link]
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The committee structure permits members of Congress to study a particular subject intensely. It is neither expected nor possible that a member be an expert on all subject areas before Congress.[109] As time goes by, members develop expertise in particular subjects and their legal aspects. Committees[image: External link] investigate specialized subjects and advise the entire Congress about choices and trade-offs. The choice of specialty may be influenced by the member's constituency, important regional issues, prior background and experience.[110] Senators often choose a different specialty from that of the other senator from their state to prevent overlap.[111] Some committees specialize in running the business of other committees and exert a powerful influence over all legislation; for example, the House Ways and Means Committee has considerable influence over House affairs.[112]
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Committees write legislation. While procedures such as the House discharge petition process can introduce bills to the House floor and effectively bypass committee input, they are exceedingly difficult to implement without committee action. Committees have power and have been called independent fiefdoms. Legislative, oversight, and internal administrative tasks are divided among about two hundred committees and subcommittees[image: External link] which gather information, evaluate alternatives, and identify problems.[113] They propose solutions for consideration by the full chamber.[113] In addition, they perform the function of oversight by monitoring the executive branch and investigating wrongdoing.[113]
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 Officer




At the start of each two-year session the House[image: External link] elects a speaker who does not normally preside over debates but serves as the majority party's leader. In the Senate, the Vice President is the ex officio[image: External link] president of the Senate. In addition, the Senate elects an officer called the President pro tempore. Pro tempore means for the time being and this office is usually held by the most senior member of the Senate's majority party and customarily keeps this position until there's a change in party control. Accordingly, the Senate does not necessarily elect a new president pro tempore at the beginning of a new Congress. In both the House and Senate, the actual presiding officer is generally a junior member of the majority party who is appointed so that new members become acquainted with the rules of the chamber.
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Main article: Library of Congress


The Library of Congress was established by an act of Congress in 1800. It is primarily housed in three buildings on Capitol Hill, but also includes several other sites: the National Library Service for the Blind and Physically Handicapped in Washington, D.C.; the National Audio-Visual Conservation Center in Culpeper, Virginia; a large book storage[image: External link] facility located at Ft. Meade, Maryland; and multiple overseas offices. The Library had mostly law books when it was burned by a British raiding party during the War of 1812, but the library's collections were restored and expanded when Congress authorized the purchase of Thomas Jefferson's private library. One of the Library's missions is to serve the Congress and its staff as well as the American public. It is the largest library in the world with nearly 150 million items including books, films, maps, photographs, music, manuscripts, graphics, and materials in 470 languages.[114]
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Main article: Congressional Research Service[image: External link]


The Congressional Research Service[image: External link] provides detailed, up-to-date and non-partisan research for senators, representatives, and their staff to help them carry out their official duties. It provides ideas for legislation, helps members analyze a bill, facilitates public hearings, makes reports, consults on matters such as parliamentary procedure, and helps the two chambers resolve disagreements. It has been called the "House's think tank" and has a staff of about 900 employees.[115]
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Main article: Congressional Budget Office[image: External link]


The Congressional Budget Office or CBO is a federal agency[image: External link] which provides economic data[image: External link] to Congress.[116]

It was created as an independent nonpartisan agency by the Congressional Budget and Impoundment Control Act of 1974[image: External link]. It helps Congress estimate revenue inflows from taxes and helps the budgeting process. It makes projections about such matters as the national debt[image: External link][117] as well as likely costs of legislation. It prepares an annual Economic and Budget Outlook with a mid-year update and writes An Analysis of the President's Budgetary Proposals for the Senate's Appropriations Committee[image: External link]. The Speaker of the House and the Senate's President pro tempore[image: External link] jointly appoint the CBO Director for a four-year term.
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Main article: Lobbying in the United States[image: External link]


Lobbyists represent diverse interests and often seek to influence congressional decisions to reflect their clients' needs. Lobby groups[image: External link] and their members sometimes write legislation and whip[image: External link] bills. In 2007 there were approximately 17,000 federal lobbyists in Washington.[118] They explain to legislators the goals of their organizations. Some lobbyists represent non-profit organizations and work pro bono[image: External link] for issues in which they are personally interested.
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 United States Capitol Police




Main article: United States Capitol Police[image: External link]
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Congress has alternated between periods of constructive cooperation and compromise between parties known as bipartisanship[image: External link] and periods of deep political polarization[image: External link] and fierce infighting known as partisanship[image: External link]. The period after the Civil War was marked by partisanship as is the case today. It is generally easier for committees to reach accord on issues when compromise is possible. Some political scientists[image: External link] speculate that a prolonged period marked by narrow majorities in both chambers of Congress has intensified partisanship in the last few decades but that an alternation of control of Congress between Democrats and Republicans may lead to greater flexibility in policies as well as pragmatism and civility within the institution.[119]
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 Procedures of Congress




Main article: Procedures of the United States Congress[image: External link]
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A term of Congress is divided into two " sessions[image: External link]", one for each year; Congress has occasionally been called into an extra or special session. A new session commences on January 3 each year unless Congress decides differently. The Constitution requires Congress meet at least once each year and forbids either house from meeting outside the Capitol without the consent of the other house.
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Main article: Joint session of the United States Congress[image: External link]


Joint Sessions of the United States Congress occur on special occasions that require a concurrent resolution from both House and Senate. These sessions include counting electoral votes[image: External link] after a presidential election and the president's State of the Union address. The constitutionally-mandated report[image: External link], normally given as an annual speech, is modeled on Britain's Speech from the Throne[image: External link], was written by most presidents after Jefferson but personally delivered as a spoken oration beginning with Wilson[image: External link] in 1913. Joint Sessions and Joint Meetings are traditionally presided over by the Speaker of the House except when counting presidential electoral votes when the Vice President (acting as the President of the Senate) presides.
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 Bills and resolutions




See also: Act of Congress[image: External link] and List of United States federal legislation[image: External link]


Ideas for legislation can come from members, lobbyists, state legislatures, constituents, legislative counsel, or executive agencies. Anyone can write a bill, but only members of Congress may introduce bills. Most bills are not written by Congress members, but originate from the Executive branch; interest groups often draft bills as well. The usual next step is for the proposal to be passed to a committee for review.[2] A proposal is usually in one of these forms:


	
Bills are laws in the making. A House-originated bill begins with the letters "H.R." for "House of Representatives", followed by a number kept as it progresses.[108]


	
Joint resolutions. There is little difference between a bill and a joint resolution since both are treated similarly; a joint resolution originating from the House, for example, begins "H.J.Res." followed by its number.[108]


	
Concurrent Resolutions affect only both the House and Senate and accordingly are not presented to the president for approval later. In the House, they begin with "H.Con.Res."[108]


	
Simple resolutions concern only the House or only the Senate and begin with "H.Res." or "S.Res."[108]




Representatives introduce a bill while the House is in session by placing it in the hopper on the Clerk's desk.[108] It's assigned a number and referred to a committee which studies each bill intensely at this stage.[108] Drafting statutes requires "great skill, knowledge, and experience" and sometimes take a year or more.[2] Sometimes lobbyists[image: External link] write legislation and submit it to a member for introduction. Joint resolutions are the normal way to propose a constitutional amendment or declare war. On the other hand, concurrent resolutions (passed by both houses) and simple resolutions (passed by only one house) do not have the force of law but express the opinion of Congress or regulate procedure[image: External link]. Bills may be introduced by any member of either house. However, the Constitution states, "All Bills for raising Revenue shall originate in the House of Representatives." While the Senate cannot originate revenue[image: External link] and appropriation bills[image: External link], it has power to amend or reject them. Congress has sought ways to establish appropriate spending levels.[2]

Each chamber determines its own internal rules of operation unless specified in the Constitution or prescribed by law. In the House, a Rules Committee[image: External link] guides legislation; in the Senate, a Standing Rules[image: External link] committee is in charge. Each branch has its own traditions; for example, the Senate relies heavily on the practice of getting "unanimous consent" for noncontroversial matters.[2] House and Senate rules can be complex, sometimes requiring a hundred specific steps before becoming a law.[3] Members sometimes use experts such as Walter Oleszek, a senior specialist in American national government at the Congressional Research Service, to learn about proper procedures.[120]

Each bill goes through several stages in each house including consideration by a committee and advice from the Government Accountability Office.[2] Most legislation is considered by standing committees[image: External link] which have jurisdiction over a particular subject such as Agriculture or Appropriations. The House has twenty standing committees; the Senate has sixteen. Standing committees meet at least once each month.[2] Almost all standing committee meetings for transacting business must be open to the public unless the committee votes, publicly, to close the meeting.[2] A committee might call for public hearings on important bills.[2] Each committee is led by a chair[image: External link] who belongs to the majority party[image: External link] and a ranking member[image: External link] of the minority party[image: External link]. Witnesses and experts can present their case for or against a bill.[108] Then, a bill may go to what's called a mark-up session where committee members debate the bill's merits and may offer amendments or revisions.[108] Committees may also amend the bill, but the full house holds the power to accept or reject committee amendments. After debate, the committee votes whether it wishes to report the measure to the full house. If a bill is tabled then it is rejected. If amendments are extensive, sometimes a new bill with amendments built in will be submitted as a so-called clean bill with a new number.[108] Both houses have procedures under which committees can be bypassed or overruled but they are rarely used. Generally, members who have been in Congress longer have greater seniority and therefore greater power.[121]

A bill which reaches the floor of the full house can be simple or complex[108] and begins with an enacting formula[image: External link] such as "Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled." Consideration of a bill requires, itself, a rule which is a simple resolution specifying the particulars of debate—time limits, possibility of further amendments, and such.[108] Each side has equal time and members can yield to other members who wish to speak.[108] Sometimes opponents seek to recommit a bill which means to change part of it.[108] Generally, discussion requires a quorum, usually half of the total number of representatives, before discussion can begin, although there are exceptions.[122] The house may debate and amend the bill; the precise procedures used by the House and Senate differ. A final vote on the bill follows.

Once a bill is approved by one house, it is sent to the other which may pass, reject, or amend it. For the bill to become law, both houses must agree to identical versions of the bill.[108] If the second house amends the bill, then the differences between the two versions must be reconciled in a conference committee[image: External link], an ad hoc committee that includes both senators and representatives[108] sometimes by using a reconciliation process to limit budget bills.[2] Both Houses use a budget enforcement mechanism informally known as pay-as-you-go or paygo which discourages members from considering acts which increase budget deficits.[2] If both houses agree to the version reported by the conference committee, the bill passes, otherwise it fails.

The Constitution specifies that a majority of members known as a quorum[image: External link] be present before doing business in each house. However, the rules of each house assume that a quorum is present unless a quorum call demonstrates the contrary. Since representatives and senators who are present rarely demand quorum calls, debate often continues despite the lack of a majority.

Voting within Congress can take many forms, including systems using lights and bells and electronic voting.[2] Both houses use voice voting to decide most matters in which members shout "aye" or "no" and the presiding officer announces the result. The Constitution, however, requires a recorded vote[image: External link] if demanded by one-fifth of the members present. If the voice vote is unclear or if the matter is controversial, a recorded vote usually happens. The Senate uses roll-call voting[image: External link], in which a clerk calls out the names of all the senators, each senator stating "aye" or "no" when their name is announced. In the Senate, the vice president may cast the tie-breaking vote if present.

The House reserves roll-call votes for the most formal matters, as a roll call of all 435 representatives takes quite some time; normally, members vote by using an electronic device. In the case of a tie, the motion in question fails. Most votes in the House are done electronically, allowing members to vote yea or nay or present or open.[2] Members insert a voting ID card and can change their votes during the last five minutes if they choose; in addition, paper ballots are used on some occasions—yea indicated by green and nay by red.[2] One member can not cast a proxy vote[image: External link] for another.[2] Congressional votes are recorded on an online database.[123][124]

After passage by both houses, a bill is enrolled[image: External link] and sent to the president for approval.[108] The president may sign it making it law or veto it, perhaps returning it to Congress with their objections. A vetoed bill can still become law if each house of Congress votes to override the veto with a two-thirds majority. Finally, the president may do nothing—neither signing nor vetoing the bill—and then the bill becomes law automatically after ten days (not counting Sundays) according to the Constitution. But if Congress is adjourned during this period, presidents may veto legislation passed at the end of a congressional session simply by ignoring it; the maneuver is known as a pocket veto[image: External link], and cannot be overridden by the adjourned Congress.
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 Congress and the public




Main article: U.S. Congress and citizens[image: External link]
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 Advantage of incumbency
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Senators face reelection every six years, and representatives every two. Reelections encourage candidates to focus their publicity efforts at their home states or districts.[55] Running for reelection can be a grueling process of distant travel and fund-raising which distracts senators and representatives from paying attention to governing, according to some critics[125] although others respond that the process is necessary to keep members of Congress in touch with voters.

Nevertheless, incumbent[image: External link] members of Congress running for reelection have strong advantages over challengers.[43] They raise more money[48] because donors expect incumbents to win, they give their funds to them rather than challengers,[46][126] and donations are vital for winning elections.[127] One critic compared being elected to Congress to receiving life tenure[image: External link] at a university.[126] Another advantage for representatives is the practice of gerrymandering[image: External link].[128][129] After each ten-year census, states are allocated representatives based on population, and officials in power can choose how to draw the congressional district boundaries to support candidates from their party. As a result, reelection rates of members of Congress hover around 90 percent,[7] causing some critics to accuse them of being a privileged class.[6] Academics such as Princeton's Stephen Macedo[image: External link] have proposed solutions to fix gerrymandering. Both senators and representatives enjoy free mailing privileges called franking privileges[image: External link].
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In 1971, the cost of running for congress in Utah was $70,000[130] but costs have climbed.[131] The biggest expense is television ads.[47][126][130][132][133] Today's races cost more than a million dollars for a House seat, and six million or more for a Senate seat.[6][47][132][134][135] Since fundraising is vital, "members of Congress are forced to spend ever-increasing hours raising money for their re-election."[136]

Nevertheless, the Supreme Court has treated campaign contributions as a free speech[image: External link] issue.[131] Some see money as a good influence in politics since it "enables candidates to communicate with voters."[131] Few members retire from Congress without complaining about how much it costs to campaign for reelection.[6] Critics contend that members of Congress are more likely to attend to the needs of heavy campaign contributors than to ordinary citizens.[6]

Elections are influenced by many variables. Some political scientists speculate there is a coattail effect (when a popular president or party position has the effect of reelecting incumbents who win by "riding on the president's coattails"), although there is some evidence that the coattail effect is irregular and possibly declining since the 1950s.[43] Some districts are so heavily Democratic or Republican that they are called a safe seat[image: External link]; any candidate winning the primary will almost always be elected, and these candidates do not need to spend money on advertising.[137][138] But some races can be competitive when there is no incumbent. If a seat becomes vacant in an open district, then both parties may spend heavily on advertising in these races; in California in 1992, only four of twenty races for House seats were considered highly competitive.[139]
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 Television and negative advertising




Since members of Congress must advertise heavily on television, this usually involves negative advertising[image: External link], which smears an opponent's character without focusing on the issues.[140] Negative advertising is seen as effective because "the messages tend to stick."[141] However, these ads sour the public on the political process in general as most members of Congress seek to avoid blame.[142] One wrong decision or one damaging television image can mean defeat at the next election, which leads to a culture of risk avoidance, a need to make policy decisions behind closed doors,[142] and concentrating publicity efforts in the members' home districts.[55]
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 Public perceptions of Congress




Prominent Founding Fathers writing in The Federalist Papers[image: External link] felt that elections were essential to liberty, and that a bond between the people and the representatives was particularly essential[143] and that "frequent elections are unquestionably the only policy by which this dependence and sympathy can be effectually secured."[143] In 2009, however, few Americans were familiar with leaders of Congress.[144][145][146] The percentage of Americans eligible to vote who did, in fact, vote was 63% in 1960, but has been falling since, although there was a slight upward trend in the 2008 election.[147] Public opinion polls[image: External link] asking people if they approve of the job Congress is doing have, in the last few decades, hovered around 25% with some variation.[6][148][149][150][151][152][153] Scholar Julian Zeliger suggested that the "size, messiness, virtues, and vices that make Congress so interesting also create enormous barriers to our understanding the institution... Unlike the presidency, Congress is difficult to conceptualize."[154] Other scholars suggest that despite the criticism, "Congress is a remarkably resilient institution ... its place in the political process is not threatened ... it is rich in resources" and that most members behave ethically.[4] They contend that "Congress is easy to dislike and often difficult to defend" and this perception is exacerbated because many challengers running for Congress run against Congress, which is an "old form of American politics" that further undermines Congress's reputation with the public:[6]


The rough-and-tumble world of legislating is not orderly and civil, human frailties too often taint its membership, and legislative outcomes are often frustrating and ineffective ... Still, we are not exaggerating when we say that Congress is essential to American democracy. We would not have survived as a nation without a Congress that represented the diverse interests of our society, conducted a public debate on the major issues, found compromises to resolve conflicts peacefully, and limited the power of our executive, military, and judicial institutions ... The popularity of Congress ebbs and flows with the public's confidence in government generally ... the legislative process is easy to dislike—it often generates political posturing and grandstanding, it necessarily involves compromise, and it often leaves broken promises in its trail. Also, members of Congress often appear self-serving as they pursue their political careers and represent interests and reflect values that are controversial. Scandals, even when they involve a single member, add to the public's frustration with Congress and have contributed to the institution's low ratings in opinion polls.—Smith, Roberts & Wielen[6]



An additional factor that confounds public perceptions of Congress is that congressional issues are becoming more technical and complex and require expertise in subjects such as science, engineering and economics.[6] As a result, Congress often cedes authority to experts at the executive branch.[6]

Since 2006, Congress has dropped 10 points in the Gallup confidence poll with only 9% having "a great deal" or "quite a lot" of confidence in their legislators.[155] Since 2011, Gallup poll[image: External link] has reported Congress's approval rating among Americans at 10% or below three times.[61][62] Public opinion of Congress plummeted further to 5% in October 2013 after parts of the U.S. government deemed 'nonessential government' shut down.[63]
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 Smaller states and bigger states




When the Constitution[image: External link] was ratified in 1787, the ratio of the populations of large states to small states was roughly twelve to one. The Connecticut Compromise[image: External link] gave every state, large and small, an equal vote in the Senate.[156] Since each state has two senators, residents of smaller states have more clout in the Senate than residents of larger states. But since 1787, the population disparity between large and small states has grown; in 2006, for example, California had seventy times the population of Wyoming.[157] Critics such as constitutional scholar Sanford Levinson[image: External link] have suggested that the population disparity works against residents of large states and causes a steady redistribution of resources from "large states to small states."[158][159][160] However, others argue that the Connecticut compromise was deliberately intended by the Framers to construct the Senate so that each state had equal footing not based on population,[156] and contend that the result works well on balance.
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 Members and constituents




A major role for members of Congress is providing services to constituents[image: External link].[161] Constituents request assistance with problems.[162] Providing services helps members of Congress win votes and elections[128][163][164] and can make a difference in close races.[165] Congressional staff can help citizens navigate government bureaucracies.[3] One academic described the complex intertwined relation between lawmakers and constituents as home style.[166]:8
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 Congressional style




One way to categorize lawmakers, according to political scientist Richard Fenno[image: External link], is by their general motivation:


	
Reelection. These are lawmakers who "never met a voter they didn't like" and provide excellent constituent services.

	
Good public policy. Legislators who "burnish a reputation for policy expertise and leadership."

	
Power in the chamber. Lawmakers who spend serious time along the "rail of the House floor or in the Senate cloakroom ministering to the needs of their colleagues." Famous legislator Henry Clay[image: External link] in the mid-19th century was described as an "issue entrepreneur" who looked for issues to serve his ambitions.[166]:34
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 Privileges and pay
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 Privileges protecting members




Members of Congress enjoy parliamentary privilege[image: External link], including freedom from arrest[image: External link] in all cases except for treason[image: External link], felony[image: External link], and breach of the peace[image: External link] and freedom of speech in debate. This constitutionally derived immunity applies to members during sessions and when traveling to and from sessions.[167] The term arrest has been interpreted broadly, and includes any detention or delay in the course of law enforcement[image: External link], including court summons[image: External link] and subpoenas[image: External link]. The rules of the House strictly guard this privilege; a member may not waive the privilege on their own, but must seek the permission of the whole house to do so. Senate rules, however, are less strict and permit individual senators to waive the privilege as they choose.

The Constitution guarantees absolute freedom of debate in both houses, providing in the Speech or Debate Clause[image: External link] of the Constitution that "for any Speech or Debate in either House, they shall not be questioned in any other Place." Accordingly, a member of Congress may not be sued in court for slander[image: External link] because of remarks made in either house, although each house has its own rules restricting offensive speeches, and may punish members who transgress.

Obstructing the work of Congress is a crime under federal law[image: External link] and is known as contempt of Congress[image: External link]. Each branch has the power to cite individuals for contempt but can only issue a contempt citation—the judicial system pursues the matter like a normal criminal case. If convicted in court, an individual found guilty of contempt of Congress may be imprisoned for up to one year.

The franking[image: External link] privilege allows members of Congress to send official mail to constituents at government expense. Though they are not permitted to send election materials, borderline material is often sent, especially in the run-up to an election by those in close races.[168][169] Indeed, some academics consider free mailings as giving incumbents a big advantage over challengers.[7][170]
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 Pay and benefits




See also: Salaries of members of the United States Congress[image: External link]


From 1789 to 1815, members of Congress received only a daily payment of $6 while in session. Members received an annual salary of $1,500 per year from 1815 to 1817, then a per diem salary of $8 from 1818 to 1855; since then they have received an annual salary, first pegged in 1855 at $3,000.[171][172] In 1907, salaries were raised to $7,500 per year, the equivalent of $173,000 in 2010.[172] In 2006, members of Congress received a yearly salary of $165,200.[172] Congressional leaders were paid $183,500 per year. The Speaker of the House of Representatives earns $212,100 annually. The salary of the President pro tempore for 2006 was $183,500, equal to that of the majority and minority leaders of the House[image: External link] and Senate[image: External link].[173] Privileges include having an office and paid staff.[121] In 2008, non-officer members of Congress earned $169,300 annually.[148] Some critics complain congressional pay is high compared with a median American income[image: External link] of $45,113 for men and $35,102 for women.[174] Others have countered that congressional pay is consistent with other branches of government.[148] In January 2014, it was reported that for the first time over half of the members of Congress are millionaires.[175] Congress has been criticized for trying to conceal pay raises by slipping them into a large bill at the last minute.[176] Others have criticized the wealth of members of Congress.[130][133] Representative Jim Cooper[image: External link] of Tennessee told Harvard professor Lawrence Lessig[image: External link] that a chief problem with Congress was that members focused on lucrative careers as lobbyists after serving––that Congress was a "Farm League[image: External link] for K Street"––instead of on public service.[177][178]

Members elected since 1984 are covered by the Federal Employees Retirement System[image: External link] (FERS). Like other federal employees, congressional retirement is funded through taxes and participants' contributions. Members of Congress under FERS contribute 1.3% of their salary into the FERS retirement plan and pay 6.2% of their salary in Social Security taxes. And like Federal employees, members contribute one-third of the cost of health insurance with the government covering the other two-thirds.[179]

The size of a congressional pension depends on the years of service and the average of the highest three years of their salary. By law, the starting amount of a member's retirement annuity may not exceed 80% of their final salary. In 2006, the average annual pension for retired senators and representatives under the Civil Service Retirement System[image: External link] (CSRS) was $60,972, while those who retired under FERS, or in combination with CSRS, was $35,952.[180]

Members of Congress make fact-finding missions to learn about other countries and stay informed, but these outings can cause controversy if the trip is deemed excessive or unconnected with the task of governing. For example, the Wall Street Journal[image: External link] reported lawmaker trips abroad at taxpayer expense, which included spas, $300-per-night extra unused rooms, and shopping excursions.[181] Lawmakers respond that "traveling with spouses compensates for being away from them a lot in Washington" and justify the trips as a way to meet officials in other nations.[181]
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Georgetown (Washington, D.C.)






Georgetown is a historic neighborhood, commercial, and entertainment district located in northwest Washington, D.C., situated along the Potomac River. Founded in 1751 in the Province of Maryland[image: External link], the port of Georgetown predated the establishment of the federal district and the City of Washington by 40 years. Georgetown remained a separate municipality[image: External link] until 1871, when the United States Congress created a new consolidated government for the whole District of Columbia. A separate act passed in 1895 specifically repealed Georgetown's remaining local ordinances and renamed Georgetown's streets to conform with those in the City of Washington.

The primary commercial corridors of Georgetown are the intersection of Wisconsin Avenue[image: External link] and M Street[image: External link], which contain high-end shops, bars, restaurants, and the Georgetown Park[image: External link] enclosed shopping mall, as well as the Washington Harbour[image: External link] waterfront restaurants at K Street, between 30th and 31st Streets.

Georgetown is home to the main campus of Georgetown University and numerous other landmarks, such as the Volta Bureau[image: External link] and the Old Stone House, the oldest unchanged building in Washington. The embassies of Cameroon[image: External link], France[image: External link], Kosovo[image: External link], Iceland[image: External link], Liechtenstein[image: External link], Mongolia[image: External link], Sweden[image: External link], Thailand[image: External link], Ukraine[image: External link] and Venezuela[image: External link] are located in Georgetown.
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 History
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 Early history




Situated on the fall line[image: External link], Georgetown was the farthest point upstream that oceangoing boats could navigate the Potomac River. In 1632, English fur trader Henry Fleet documented a Native American[image: External link] village of the Nacotchtank people called Tohoga on the site of present-day Georgetown and established trade there.[1] The area was then part of the Province of Maryland[image: External link], an English colony[image: External link].

George Gordon[image: External link] constructed a tobacco inspection house along the Potomac in approximately 1745. The site was already a tobacco trading post when the inspection house was built. Warehouses, wharves, and other buildings were then constructed around the inspection house, and it quickly became a small community. It did not take long before Georgetown grew into a thriving port, facilitating trade and shipments of goods from colonial Maryland.[2]

In 1751, the legislature of the Province of Maryland authorized the purchase of 60 acres (240,000 m2) of land from Gordon and George Beall[image: External link] at the price of £280.[3] A survey of the town was completed in February 1752.[4] Since Georgetown was founded during the reign of George II of Great Britain[image: External link], some speculate that the town was named after him. Another theory is that the town was named after its founders, George Gordon and George Beall.[citation needed[image: External link]] The Maryland Legislature formally issued a charter and incorporated the town in 1789.[5] (Although Georgetown was never officially made a city, it was later referred to as the "City of Georgetown" in several 19th-century acts of Congress.[6]) Robert Peter, an early area merchant in the tobacco trade, became Georgetown's first mayor in 1790.[7]

Col. John Beatty established the first church in Georgetown, a Lutheran church on High Street. Stephen Bloomer Balch[image: External link] established a Presbyterian Church in 1784. In 1795, the Trinity Catholic Church was built, along with a parish school-house. Construction of St. John's Episcopal Church began in 1797, but paused for financial reasons until 1803, and the church was finally consecrated in 1809. Banks in Georgetown included the Farmers and Mechanics Bank, which was established in 1814. Other banks included the Bank of Washington, Patriotic Bank, Bank of the Metropolis, and the Union and Central Banks of Georgetown.[8]

Newspapers in Georgetown included the Republican Weekly Ledger, which was the first paper, started in 1790. The Sentinel was first published in 1796 by Green, English & Co. Charles C. Fulton began publishing the Potomac Advocate, which was started by Thomas Turner. Other newspapers in Georgetown included the Georgetown Courier and the Federal Republican. William B. Magruder, the first postmaster, was appointed on February 16, 1790, and in 1795, a custom house was established on Water Street. General James M. Lingan served as the first collector of the port.[8]

In the 1790s, City Tavern, the Union Tavern, and the Columbian Inn opened and were popular throughout the 19th century.[9] Of these taverns, only the City Tavern remains today, as a private social club (the City Tavern Club[image: External link]) located near the corner of Wisconsin Avenue and M Street.
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 Establishment of the federal capital




George Washington frequented Georgetown, including Suter's Tavern[image: External link] where he worked out many land deals from there to acquire land for the new Federal City.[10] A key figure in the land deals was a local merchant named Benjamin Stoddert[image: External link], who arrived in Georgetown in 1783. He had previously served as Secretary to the Board of War under the Articles of Confederation[image: External link]. Stoddert partnered with General Uriah Forrest[image: External link] to become an original proprietor of the Potomac Company.[11]

Stoddert and other Potomac landowners agreed to a land transfer deal to the federal government at a dinner at Forrest's home in Georgetown on March 28, 1791. Stoddert bought land within the boundaries of the federal district, some of it at the request of Washington for the government, and some on speculation. He also purchased stock in the federal government under Hamilton's assumption-of-debt plan. The speculative purchases were not, however, profitable and caused Stoddert much difficulty before his appointment as Secretary of the Navy[image: External link] to John Adams. Stoddert was rescued from his debts with the help of William Marbury[image: External link], later of Marbury v. Madison[image: External link] fame, and also a Georgetown resident. He ultimately owned Halcyon House[image: External link] at the corner of 34th and Prospect Streets.[11] The Forrest-Marbury House[image: External link] on M Street[image: External link] is currently the embassy of Ukraine[image: External link].

After the establishment of the federal capital, Georgetown became an independent municipal government within the District of Columbia, along with the City of Washington, the City of Alexandria, and the newly created County of Washington and County of Alexandria (now Arlington County, Virginia).
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 19th century




By the 1820s, the Potomac River had become silted up and was not navigable up to Georgetown. Construction of the Chesapeake & Ohio Canal[image: External link] began in July 1828, to link Georgetown to Harper's Ferry[image: External link], Virginia (West Virginia afer 1863). But the canal was soon in a race with the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad[image: External link] and got to Cumberland eight years after the railroad, a faster mode of transport, and at the cost of $77,041,586. It was never profitable. From its beginning to December 1876, the canal earned $35,659,055 in revenue, while expending $35,746,301.[8]

The Canal nonetheless provided an economic boost for Georgetown. In the 1820s and 1830s, Georgetown was an important shipping center. Tobacco and other goods were transferred between the canal and shipping on the Potomac River. As well, salt was imported from Europe[image: External link], and sugar and molasses were imported from the West Indies[image: External link].[8] These shipping industries were later superseded by coal and flour industries, which flourished with the C & O Canal providing cheap power for mills[image: External link] and other industry.[12] In 1862, the Washington and Georgetown Railroad Company[image: External link] began a horsecar[image: External link] line running along M Street in Georgetown and Pennsylvania Avenue in Washington, easing travel between the two cities.

The municipal governments of Georgetown and the City of Washington were formally revoked by Congress effective June 1, 1871, at which point its governmental powers were vested within the District of Columbia.[13] The streets in Georgetown were renamed in 1895 to conform to the street names[image: External link] in use in Washington.[14]

By the late 19th century, flour milling and other industries in Georgetown were declining, in part due to the fact that the canals and other waterways continually silted up.[15] Nathaniel Michler and S.T. Abert led efforts to dredge the channels and remove rocks around the Georgetown harbor, though these were temporary solutions and Congress showed little interest in the issue.[16] An 1890 flood and expansion of the railroads brought destitution to the C&O Canal, and Georgetown's waterfront became more industrialized, with narrow alleys, warehouses, and apartment dwellings which lacked plumbing or electricity. Shipping trade vanished between the Civil War and World War I.[17] As a result, many older homes were preserved relatively unchanged.
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 20th century




In 1915, the Buffalo Bridge[image: External link] (on Q Street) opened and connected this part of Georgetown with the rest of the city east of Rock Creek Park. Soon thereafter, new construction of large apartment buildings began on the edge of Georgetown. In the early 1920s, John Ihlder led efforts to take advantage of new zoning[image: External link] laws to get restrictions enacted on construction in Georgetown.[18] A 1933 study by Horace Peaslee and Allied Architects laid out ideas for how Georgetown could be preserved.[19]

The C & O Canal, then owned by the Baltimore & Ohio Railroad[image: External link], formally ceased operations in March 1924. After severe flooding in 1936, B & O Railroad sold the canal to the National Park Service in October 1938.[20] The waterfront area retained its industrial character in the first half of the 20th century. Georgetown was home to a lumber yard, a cement works, the Washington Flour mill, and a meat rendering[image: External link] plant, with incinerator smokestacks and a power generating plant for the old Capital Traction[image: External link] streetcar system, located at the foot of Wisconsin Avenue, which closed in 1935, and was demolished in October 1968. In 1949, the city constructed the Whitehurst Freeway[image: External link], an elevated highway[image: External link] above K Street, to allow motorists[image: External link] entering the District over the Key Bridge[image: External link] to bypass Georgetown entirely on their way downtown.

In 1950, Public Law 808 was passed, establishing the historic district of "Old Georgetown".[21] The law required that the United States Commission of Fine Arts[image: External link] be consulted on any alteration, demolition, or building construction within the historic district.[22]

In 1967, the Georgetown Historic District was listed on the U.S. National Register of Historic Places[image: External link].[23]
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 21st century




Georgetown is home to many politicians and lobbyists[image: External link]. Georgetown's landmark waterfront district was further revitalized in 2003 and includes hotels such as a Ritz-Carlton and a Four Seasons.[24] Georgetown's highly traveled commercial district is home to a variety of specialty retailers and fashionable boutiques.
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 Geography




Georgetown is bounded by the Potomac River on the south, Rock Creek to the east, Burleith and Glover Park to the north, with Georgetown University on the west end of the neighborhood. Much of Georgetown is surrounded by parkland and green space that serve as buffers from development in adjacent neighborhoods, and provide recreation. Rock Creek Park, the Oak Hill Cemetery[image: External link], Montrose Park and Dumbarton Oaks are located along the north and east edge of Georgetown, east of Wisconsin Avenue.[25] The neighborhood is situated on bluffs overlooking the Potomac River. As a result, there are some rather steep grades on streets running north-south. The famous " Exorcist[image: External link] steps" connecting M Street to Prospect Street were necessitated by the hilly terrain of the neighborhood.

The primary commercial corridors of Georgetown are M Street[image: External link] and Wisconsin Avenue[image: External link], whose high fashion[image: External link] stores draw large numbers of tourists as well as local shoppers year-round. There is also the Washington Harbour[image: External link] complex on K Street, on the waterfront, featuring outdoor bars and restaurants popular for viewing boat races. Between M and K Streets runs the historic Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, today plied only by tour boats; adjacent trails are popular with joggers or strollers.
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 Demographics




Georgetown in the 1850s had a large African-American[image: External link] population, including both slaves and free blacks. Slave labor was widely used in construction of new buildings in Washington, in addition to provide labor on tobacco plantations in Maryland and Virginia. Slave trading in Georgetown began in 1760, when John Beattie established his business on O Street and conducted business at other locations around Wisconsin Avenue. Slave trading continued until the mid-19th century, when it was banned.[26] Other slave markets ("pens") were located in Georgetown, including one at McCandless' Tavern near M Street and Wisconsin Avenue.[27] Congress abolished slavery in Washington and Georgetown on April 16, 1862.[20] Many African Americans moved to Georgetown following the Civil War, establishing a thriving community.

In the late 18th century and 19th century, African Americans comprised a substantial portion of Georgetown's population. The 1800 census reported the population in Georgetown at 5,120, which included 1,449 slaves and 227 free blacks.[26] A testament to the African-American history that remains today is the Mount Zion United Methodist Church, which is the oldest African-American congregation in Washington. Prior to establishing the church, free blacks and slaves went to the Dumbarton Methodist Church where they were restricted to a hot, overcrowded balcony. The church was originally located in a small brick meetinghouse on 27th Street, but it was destroyed in the 1880s due to fire. The church was rebuilt on the present site.[28] Mount Zion Cemetery[image: External link] offered free burials for Washington's earlier African-American population.[29] "From a pre-Civil War population of 6,798 whites, 1,358 free Negroes, and 577 slaves, Georgetown's population had grown to 17,300 but half these residents were poverty-stricken Negroes."[17]
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 Education
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 Primary and secondary education




Throughout the 18th, 19th, and 20th centuries the concentration of wealth in Georgetown sparked the growth of many university-preparatory schools[image: External link] in and around the neighborhood. One of the first schools was the Columbian Academy on N Street, which was established in 1781 with Reverend Stephen Balch serving as the headmaster.[30]

Private schools currently located in Georgetown include Georgetown Visitation Preparatory School[image: External link], while nearby is the eponymous Georgetown Day School[image: External link]. Georgetown Preparatory School[image: External link], while founded in Georgetown, moved in 1915 to its present location several miles north of Georgetown in Montgomery County.

District of Columbia Public Schools operates area public schools, including Hyde-Addison Elementary School on O Street.[31] Hardy Middle School[image: External link] and Wilson High School[image: External link] both serve Georgetown as zoned schools.[32][33] Duke Ellington School of the Arts[image: External link], a public magnet school, is in the community.
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 Georgetown University




Main article: Georgetown University


The main campus of Georgetown University is located on the western edge of the Georgetown neighborhood. Father John Carroll[image: External link] founded Georgetown University as a Jesuit[image: External link] private university[image: External link] in 1789, though its roots extend back to 1634.[34] Although the school struggled financially in its early years, Georgetown expanded into a branched university after the American Civil War under the leadership of university president Patrick Francis Healy[image: External link]. As of 2007, the university has 6,853 undergraduate students and 4,490 graduate students on the main campus.[35]

The main campus is just over 102 acres (41 ha) in area and includes 58 buildings, student residences capable of accommodating 80 percent of undergraduates, various athletic facilities, and the medical school.[35] Most buildings employ collegiate Gothic[image: External link] architecture and Georgian brick architecture[image: External link]. Campus green areas include fountains, a cemetery, large clusters of flowers, groves of trees, and open quadrangles.[36] The main campus has traditionally centered on Dahlgren Quadrangle, although Red Square has replaced it as the focus of student life.[37] Healy Hall, built in Flemish Romanesque[image: External link] style from 1877 to 1879, is the architectural gem of Georgetown's campus, and is a National Historic Landmark[image: External link].[38]
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 Public libraries




The District of Columbia Public Library operates the Georgetown Neighborhood Library,[39] which originally opened at 3260 R St. NW in October 1935 on the site of the former Georgetown Reservoir. An earlier public library in Georgetown was endowed by financier George Peabody[image: External link] in 1867 and opened in a room of the Curtis School on O Street opposite St. John's Church in 1875. In the early 1930s a library committee was formed to encourage the establishment of a new public library branch in Georgetown.[40]

The building was severely damaged by a fire on April 30, 2007 and underwent a $17.9 million renovation and expansion. The building was re-opened on October 18, 2010 with a LEED[image: External link]-Silver Certification from the U.S. Green Building Council.[41] A newly constructed, climate-controlled third floor now houses the collections of the original Peabody Library and is a center for research on Georgetown history.[42]
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 Transportation




See also: Georgetown street renaming


Georgetown's transportation importance was defined by its location just below the fall line of the Potomac River. The Aqueduct Bridge[image: External link] (and later, the Francis Scott Key Bridge[image: External link]) connected Georgetown with Virginia[image: External link]. Before the Aqueduct Bridge was built, a ferry service owned by John Mason connected Georgetown to Virginia.[43] In 1788, a bridge was constructed over Rock Creek to connect Bridge Street (M Street[image: External link]) with the Federal City.[44]

Georgetown was located at the juncture of the Alexandria Canal[image: External link] and the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal. The C&O Canal, begun in Georgetown in 1829, reached Cumberland, Maryland[image: External link] in 1851, and operated until 1924. Wisconsin Avenue[image: External link] is on the alignment of the tobacco hogshead[image: External link] rolling road from rural Maryland, and the Federal Customs House was located on 31st Street (now utilized as the post office). The city's oldest bridge, the sandstone bridge which carries Wisconsin Avenue over the C&O Canal, and which dates to 1831, was reopened to traffic on May 16, 2007, after a $3.5 million restoration. It is the only remaining bridge of five constructed in Georgetown by the Chesapeake & Ohio Canal Company.[45]

Several streetcar lines and interurban railways interchanged passengers in Georgetown. The station was located in front of the stone wall on Canal Road (currently occupied by a gas station) adjacent to the Exorcist steps[image: External link], and the former D.C. Transit[image: External link] car barn at the end of the Key Bridge. Four suburban Virginia lines, connecting through Rosslyn, Virginia[image: External link], provided links from the D.C. streetcar network to Mount Vernon[image: External link], Falls Church, Great Falls[image: External link], Fairfax, Vienna[image: External link], Leesburg[image: External link], and Purcellville[image: External link]. Streetcar operations in Washington, D.C. ended January 28, 1962. The Baltimore and Ohio Railroad[image: External link] built an 11-mile branch line from Silver Spring, Maryland, to Water Street in Georgetown in an abortive attempt to construct a southern connection to Alexandria, Virginia. The line served as an industrial line, shipping coal to a General Services Administration[image: External link] power plant on K Street (now razed) until 1985. The abandoned right-of-way has since been converted into the Capital Crescent Trail[image: External link] – a rails-to-trails route[46] – and the power plant replaced by a condo.[citation needed[image: External link]]

There is no Metro[image: External link] station in Georgetown. Some residents opposed building one but no serious plans for a station existed in the first place, primarily due to the engineering issues presented by the extremely steep grade from the Potomac River (under which the subway tunnel would run) to the center of Georgetown, very close to the river. The planners expected the Metro to serve rush-hour commuters, and the neighborhood has few apartments, office buildings, or automobile parking areas.[47] Since the Metro's opening, there have been occasional discussions about adding another subway line and tunnel under the Potomac to service the area. Three stations are located roughly one mile (1.6 km) from the center of Georgetown: Rosslyn[image: External link] (across the Key Bridge[image: External link] in Arlington), Foggy Bottom-GWU[image: External link], and Dupont Circle[image: External link]. Georgetown is served by the 30-series, D-Series, and G2 Metrobuses[image: External link], as well as the DC Circulator[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Historic landmarks




The entire Georgetown neighborhood is a designated National Historic Landmark District[image: External link]. It received this designation in 1967 for its large concentration of well-preserved colonial and Federal period architecture.[48]

Georgetown is also home to a variety of other historic landmarks, including:


	Canal Square Building, 1054 31st Street, NW, former home of the Tabulating Machine Company[image: External link], a direct precursor of IBM[image: External link][49][50]


	The City Tavern Club[image: External link], built in 1796, is the oldest commercial structure in Washington, D.C.

	The Chesapeake and Ohio Canal, begun in 1829.

	
Dumbarton Oaks[image: External link], 3101 R Street, NW, former home of John C. Calhoun[image: External link], U.S. vice president, where the United Nations[image: External link] charter was outlined in 1944.

	Evermay, built in 1801 and restored by F. Lammot Belin[28]


	The Forrest-Marbury House[image: External link], 3350 M Street, NW, where George Washington met with local landowners to acquire the District of Columbia. Currently the Embassy of Ukraine[image: External link].

	Georgetown Lutheran Church was the first church in Georgetown, dates back to 1769. The current church structure, the fourth on the site, was built in 1914.[51]


	Georgetown Presbyterian Church was established in 1780 by Reverend Stephen Bloomer Balch[image: External link]. Formerly located on Bridge Street (M Street), the current church building was constructed in 1881 on P Street.[52]


	
Healy Hall on Georgetown's campus, built in Flemish Romanesque style from 1877 to 1879 was designated a National Historic Landmark in 1987.

	Mount Zion United Methodist Church and Mount Zion Cemetery[29]


	The Oak Hill Cemetery[image: External link], a gift of William Wilson Corcoran[image: External link] whose Gothic Revival chapel[image: External link] and gates were designed by James Renwick[image: External link], is the resting place of Abraham Lincoln's son Willie and other figures.[53]


	The Old Stone House, built in 1765, located on M Street is the oldest original structure in Washington, D.C.[54]


	
Tudor Place[55] and Dumbarton Court[56]


	The Volta Laboratory and Bureau[image: External link], created by Alexander Graham Bell[image: External link] as his first formal research laboratory, the profits from which were used to create a research and educational institution devoted to serving the deaf, which operates today as the Alexander Graham Bell Association for the Deaf and Hard of Hearing[image: External link], also known as the 'AG Bell'.[57]
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 Notable residents




Famous former residents include:


	
Thomas Jefferson lived for some time in Georgetown while serving as vice president under President John Adams.[58] Georgetown was home to Francis Scott Key[image: External link] who arrived as a young lawyer in 1808 and resided on M Street. Dr. William Beanes, a relative of Key, captured the rear guard of the British Army while it was burning Washington during the War of 1812. When the mass of the army retreated, they retrieved their imprisoned guard and took Dr. Beanes as a captive to their fleet near Baltimore[image: External link]. Key went to the fleet to request the release of Beanes, was held until the bombardment of Fort McHenry[image: External link] was completed, and gained the inspiration for "The Star-Spangled Banner[image: External link]".

	
Alexander Graham Bell[image: External link]'s earliest switching office for the Bell System[image: External link] was located on a site just below the C&O Canal, and it remains in use as a phone facility to this day. Bell originally moved to Georgetown due to the numerous legal hearings related to telephone patents, but then later created the Volta Laboratory[image: External link] and stayed on due to the many other scientific and technical organizations established in the region.[57]


	
John F. Kennedy[image: External link] lived in Georgetown in the 1950s as both a Congressman and a Senator. Parties hosted by his wife, Jackie[image: External link], and many other Georgetown hostesses drew political elites away from downtown clubs and hotels or the upper 16th Street[image: External link] corridor. Kennedy went to his presidential inauguration from his townhouse at 3307 N Street in January 1961.

	
Pulitzer Prize[image: External link]-winning author Herman Wouk[image: External link] resided in Georgetown and attended the Georgetown synagogue[image: External link], Kesher Israel Congregation[image: External link], between 1964 and 1983 when he was researching and writing his two novels of World War II, The Winds of War[image: External link] and War and Remembrance[image: External link].[59]


	Hollywood actress Elizabeth Taylor[image: External link] lived in Georgetown during her marriage to Senator John Warner[image: External link] in the 1970s and early 80s.[60] Taylor's first major stage performance, in Lillian Hellman[image: External link]'s The Little Foxes[image: External link], took place nearby at the Kennedy Center[image: External link] during that time.[61]




Current residents include:


	Secretary of State John Kerry[image: External link]


	Former Washington Post Editor Ben Bradlee[image: External link]


	
Washington Post Watergate reporter and current assistant managing editor Bob Woodward[image: External link]


	Former Secretary of State Madeleine Albright[image: External link]


	Montana Senator Max Baucus[image: External link]
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 In film




Many movies have been filmed in Georgetown:



	
Topaz[image: External link] (1969, private house)

	
The Exorcist[image: External link] (1973) was set in the neighborhood and partially filmed there. In the movie's climactic scene, the protagonist is hurled down the 75-step staircase at the end of 36th Street NW, which connects Prospect Street with M Street below. The staircase has come to be known as the "Exorcist steps[image: External link]".[62] A false front was built onto the house at the top of the steps so that the bedroom windows would immediately overlook the steps. The real structure is considerably set-back.[63]


	
St. Elmo's Fire[image: External link] (1985) was set in Georgetown, though the campus fraternity row portions were filmed at the University of Maryland[image: External link] campus in College Park.

	
No Way Out[image: External link] (1987) featured a Georgetown Metro stop as a plot device, even though no such station exists; the subway station shots were filmed in Baltimore, Maryland[image: External link]. Chase scenes for the movie were shot on the Whitehurst Freeway[image: External link].

	
The Man with One Red Shoe[image: External link] (1985, an early Tom Hanks[image: External link] film)

	
Chances Are[image: External link] (1989)

	
The Exorcist 3[image: External link] (1990)

	
Timecop[image: External link] (1994)

	
True Lies[image: External link] (1994)

	
Dave[image: External link] (1993)

	
The Jackal[image: External link] (1997, private homes)

	
Enemy of the State[image: External link] (1998)

	
Dick[image: External link] (1999, C&O Canal)

	
Election[image: External link] (1999)

	
Spy Games (2001)

	
Minority Report[image: External link] (2002)

	
The Recruit[image: External link] (2003)

	
The Girl Next Door[image: External link] (2004)

	
Wedding Crashers[image: External link] (2005)

	
Transformers[image: External link] (2007).

	Although Burn After Reading[image: External link] (2008) featured Georgetown prominently, filming was done in Brooklyn[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]


	The television series The West Wing[image: External link] occasionally filmed scenes in and around Georgetown.[64]
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Alexandria, Virginia






Alexandria is an independent city in the Commonwealth[image: External link] of Virginia[image: External link] in the United States. As of the 2010 census, the population was 139,966,[3] and in 2016, the population was estimated to be 155,810.[4] Located along the western bank of the Potomac River, Alexandria is approximately 7 miles (11 km) south of downtown Washington, D.C.

Like the rest of Northern Virginia[image: External link], as well as Central Maryland[image: External link], modern Alexandria has been influenced by its proximity to the U.S. capital. It is largely populated by professionals working in the federal civil service, in the U.S. military, or for one of the many private companies which contract to provide services to the federal government. One of Alexandria's largest employers is the U.S. Department of Defense[image: External link]. Another is the Institute for Defense Analyses[image: External link]. In 2005, the United States Patent and Trademark Office[image: External link] moved to Alexandria.

The historic center of Alexandria is known as "Old Town". With its concentration of boutiques, restaurants, antique shops[image: External link] and theaters, it is a major draw for all who live in Alexandria as well for visitors. Like Old Town, many Alexandria neighborhoods are compact and walkable. It is the 7th largest and highest-income independent city in Virginia.

A large portion of adjacent Fairfax County[image: External link] mostly south, but also west of the city is named "Alexandria," but it is under the jurisdiction of Fairfax County and separate from the city; the city is sometimes referred to as the City of Alexandria to avoid confusion (see the "Neighborhoods" paragraph below). In 1920, Virginia's General Assembly voted to incorporate what had been Alexandria County as Arlington County to minimize confusion.
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 History




Main articles: History of Alexandria, Virginia[image: External link] and Timeline of Alexandria, Virginia[image: External link]
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 Colonial era




On October 21, 1669 a patent granted 6,000 acres (24 km2) to Robert Howsing for transporting 120 people to the Colony of Virginia[image: External link].[5]:5 That tract would later become the City of Alexandria.[5]:5 Virginia's comprehensive Tobacco Inspection Law of 1730[image: External link] mandated that all tobacco grown in the colony must be brought to locally designated public warehouses for inspection before sale. One of the sites designated for a warehouse on the upper Potomac River was at the mouth of Hunting Creek[image: External link].[6] However, the ground proved to be unsuitable, and the warehouse was built half a mile up-river, where the water was deep near the shore.

Following the 1745 settlement of the Virginia's 10 year dispute with Lord Fairfax over the western boundary of the Northern Neck Proprietary[image: External link], when the Privy Council in London found in favor of Lord Fairfax's expanded claim, some of the Fairfax County gentry formed the Ohio Company[image: External link] of Virginia. They intended to conduct trade into the interior of America, and they required a trading center near the head of navigation on the Potomac. The best location was Hunting Creek tobacco warehouse, since the deep water could easily accommodate sailing ships. Many local tobacco planters, however, wanted a new town further up Hunting Creek, away from nonproductive fields along the river.[7]

Around 1746, Captain Philip Alexander II (1704–1753) moved to what is south of present Duke Street in Alexandria. His estate, which consisted of 500 acres (2.0 km2), was bounded by Hunting Creek, Hooff's Run, the Potomac River, and approximately the line which would become Cameron Street. At the opening of Virginia's 1748–49 legislative session, there was a petition submitted in the House of Burgesses[image: External link] on November 1, 1748, that the "inhabitants of Fairfax (Co.) praying that a town may be established at Hunting Creek Warehouse on Potowmack River," as Hugh West was the owner of the warehouse. The petition was introduced by Lawrence Washington (1718–1752), the representative for Fairfax County and, more importantly, the son-in-law of William Fairfax[image: External link] and a founding member of the Ohio Company. To support the company's push for a town on the river, Lawrence's younger brother George Washington, an aspiring surveyor, made a sketch of the shoreline touting the advantages of the tobacco warehouse site.[8]

Since the river site was amidst his estate, Philip opposed the idea and strongly favored a site at the head of Hunting Creek (also known as Great Hunting Creek). It has been said that in order to avoid a predicament the petitioners offered to name the new town Alexandria, in honor of Philip's family. As a result, Philip and his cousin Captain John Alexander (1711–1763) gave land to assist in the development of Alexandria, and are thus listed as the founders. This John was the son of Robert Alexander II (1688–1735). On May 2, 1749, the House of Burgesses approved the river location and ordered "Mr. Washington do go up with a Message to the Council[image: External link] and acquaint them that this House have agreed to the Amendments titled An Act for erecting a Town at Hunting Creek Warehouse, in the County of Fairfax."[9] A "Public Vendue" (auction) was advertised for July, and the county surveyor laid out street lanes and town lots. The auction was conducted on July 13–14, 1749.

Almost immediately upon establishment, the town founders called the new town "Belhaven", believed to be in honor of a Scottish patriot, John Hamilton, 2nd Lord Belhaven and Stenton[image: External link], the Northern Neck tobacco trade being then dominated by Scots. The name Belhaven was used in official lotteries to raise money for a Church and Market House, but it was never approved by the legislature and fell out of favor in the mid-1750s.[10] The town of Alexandria did not become incorporated until 1779.

In 1755, General Edward Braddock[image: External link] organized his fatal expedition against Fort Duquesne[image: External link] at Carlyle House[image: External link] in Alexandria. In April 1755, the governors of Virginia, and the provinces of Maryland[image: External link], Pennsylvania[image: External link], Massachusetts[image: External link], and New York[image: External link] met to determine upon concerted action against the French[image: External link] in America.[11]

In March 1785, commissioners from Virginia and Maryland met in Alexandria to discuss the commercial relations of the two states, finishing their business at Mount Vernon. The Mount Vernon Conference concluded on March 28 with an agreement for freedom of trade and freedom of navigation of the Potomac River. The Maryland legislature, in ratifying this agreement on November 22, proposed a conference among representatives from all the states to consider the adoption of definite commercial regulations. This led to the calling of the Annapolis Convention of 1786, which in turn led to the calling of the Federal Convention of 1787[image: External link].[11]

In 1791, Alexandria was included in the area chosen by George Washington to become the District of Columbia.
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 Early 19th century




In 1814, during the War of 1812, a British fleet launched a successful Raid on Alexandria[image: External link], which surrendered without a fight. As agreed in the terms of surrender the British looted stores and warehouses of mainly flour, tobacco[image: External link], cotton[image: External link], wine[image: External link], and sugar[image: External link].[12] In 1823 William Holland Wilmer[image: External link], Francis Scott Key[image: External link], and others founded the Virginia Theological Seminary[image: External link].[13]:116 From 1828 to 1836,[14] Alexandria was home to the Franklin & Armfield[image: External link] Slave Market, one of the largest slave trading companies in the country. By the 1830s, they were sending more than 1,000 slaves annually from Alexandria to their Natchez, Mississippi[image: External link], and New Orleans[image: External link] markets to help meet the demand for slaves in Mississippi and surrounding states.[15] Later owned by Price, Birch & Co., the slave pen became a jail under Union[image: External link] occupation.[16]

A portion of the City of Alexandria—most of the area now known as "Old Town" as well as the areas of the city northeast of what is now King Street—and all of today's Arlington County share the distinction of having been originally in Virginia, ceded to the U.S. Government to form the District of Columbia, and later retroceded to Virginia[image: External link] by the federal government in 1846, when the District was reduced in size to exclude the portion south of the Potomac River. Over time, a movement grew to separate Alexandria from the District of Columbia (the District of Columbia retrocession). As competition grew with the port of Georgetown and the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal fostered development on the north side of the Potomac River, the city's economy stagnated, together with the loss of representation and rights to vote and failed expectations for economic benefit from the new district. Alexandria was also an important port and market in the slave trade, and there were increasing talk of abolition of slavery in the national capital. Alexandria's economy would suffer greatly if slavery were outlawed. After a referendum, voters petitioned Congress and Virginia to return the area to Virginia. Congress retroceded the area to Virginia on July 9, 1846.[17] The City of Alexandria was re-chartered in 1852 and became independent of Alexandria County in 1870. The remaining portion of Alexandria County changed its name to Arlington County in 1920.
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 Late 19th century




The first fatalities of the North and South in the American Civil War occurred in Alexandria. Within a month of the Battle of Fort Sumter[image: External link], where two died, Union troops occupied Alexandria, landing troops at the base of King Street on the Potomac River on May 24, 1861. A few blocks up King Street from their landing site, the commander of the New York Fire Zouaves[image: External link], Colonel Elmer E. Ellsworth[image: External link], sortied with a small detachment to retrieve a large Confederate flag[image: External link] displayed on the roof of the Marshall House Inn[image: External link] that had been visible from the White House. While descending from the roof, Ellsworth was shot dead by Captain James W. Jackson, the hotel's proprietor. One of the Ellsworth's soldier immediately killed Jackson.[18] Ellsworth was publicized as a Union martyr, and the incident generated great excitement in the North, with many children being named for him.[18] Jackson's death defending his home caused a similar, though less lasting sensation, in the South.

Alexandria remained under military occupation until the end of the war. Fort Ward[image: External link], one of a ring of forts built by the Union army for the defense of Washington, D.C., is located inside the boundaries of present-day Alexandria.[19] After the creation by Washington of the state of West Virginia in 1863 and until the close of the war, Alexandria was the seat of the so-called Restored Government of Virginia[image: External link], also known as the "Alexandria Government".[11] During the Union occupation, a recurring contention between the Alexandria citizenry and the military occupiers was the Union army's periodic insistence that church services include prayers for the President of the United States. Failure to do so resulted in incidents including the arrest of ministers in their church.

Escaped African American slaves poured into Alexandria. Safely behind Union lines, the cities of Alexandria and Washington offered comparative freedom and employment. Alexandria became a major supply depot and transport and hospital center for the Union army.[20] Until the Emancipation Proclamation, escaped slaves legally remained the property of their owners. Therefore, they were labeled contrabands[image: External link] to avoid returning them to their masters. Contrabands worked the Union army in various support roles. By the fall of 1863, the population of Alexandria had exploded to 18,000—an increase of 10,000 people in 16 months.[20]

As of ratification of the Fifteenth Amendment[image: External link], Alexandria County's black population was more than 8,700, or about half the total number of residents in the county. This newly enfranchised constituency provided the support necessary to elect the first black Alexandrians to the City Council and the Virginia Legislature.[21]
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 20th century




At the turn of the 20th century the most common production in the city was glass, fertilizer, beer and leather. The glass often went into beer bottles. Much of the Virginia Glass Company effort went to supply the demands of the Robert Portner Brewing Company, until fire destroyed the St. Asaph Street plant on February 18, 1905. The Old Dominion Glass Company also had a glass works fall to fire, then built a new one. The Belle Pre Bottle Company held a monopoly on a milk bottle that they patented, yet that organization only lasted 10 years.[22] Most businesses were smaller where the business occupied the first floor of a building and the owner and family lived above. [23]:50 Prohibition closed Portner Brewing in 1916.[23]:50

President Woodrow Wilson[image: External link] visited the Virginia Shipbuilding Corporation on May 30, 1918 to drive the first rivet into the keel of the USS Gunston Hall[image: External link].[23]:50 In 1930 Alexandria annexed the town adjacent to Potomac Yard[image: External link] incorporated in 1908 named Potomac[image: External link]. In 1938 the Mt. Vernon Drive-In cinema opened.[24] In 1939 the segregated public library experienced a sit-in[image: External link] organized by Samuel Wilbert Tucker[image: External link].[25] In 1940 both the Robert Robinson Library, which is now the Alexandria Black History Museum, and the Vernon Theatre opened[26] Jim Morrison[image: External link] of The Doors[image: External link], as well as Cass Elliot[image: External link] and John Phillips of The Mamas & The Papas[image: External link] attended the George Washington High School in the 1950s.[27]

In 1955 the Fords[image: External link] moved to Alexandria from Georgetown.[28]:95 In March 1959 Lieutenant Colonel William Henry Whalen, the "highest-ranking American ever recruited as a mole by the Russian Intelligence Service," provided Colonel Sergei A. Edemski three classified[image: External link] Army[image: External link] manuals in exchange for $3,500 at a shopping center parking lot within the city.[29] Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation later arrested Whalen on July 12, 1966 at his home in the city.[30]:p1 In 1961 the Woodrow Wilson Bridge[image: External link] opened.[31]

In 1965 the city integrated schools.[32]:69 In 1971 the city consolidated all high school students into T. C. Williams High School[image: External link].[32]:69 The same year that head coach Herman Boone[image: External link] joined the school and lead the football team to at 13-0 season, state championship, and national championship runner-up; the basis for the 2000 film Remember the Titans[image: External link] were Boone was portrayed by Denzel Washington[image: External link].[33] In 1972 Clifford T. Cline purchased the 1890 Victorian house at 219 King Street and converted it into the Creole[image: External link] serving Two-Nineteen Restaurant.[34]:167 In 1973 Nora Lamborne and Beverly Beidler became the first women elected to the city council.[23]:63 In 1974 the Torpedo Factory Art Center[image: External link] opened.[27] In 1983 the King Street–Old Town Station[image: External link] and Eisenhower Avenue Station[image: External link] both opened.[31] In 1984 the Islamic Saudi Academy[image: External link] opened.[35] and Parker-Gray historic district[27] In 1991 Patricia Ticer became the first women elected mayor.[23]:63
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 History of libraries




John Wise, a local Alexandria businessman and hotel keeper, hosted a meeting in his home in 1789 to discuss the creation of a Society for the Promotion of Useful Knowledge. Members include Rev. James Muir, physician Elisha Cullen Dick[image: External link], and George Washington's personal attorney Charles Lee[image: External link]. The Society did not last for long. However, on July 24, 1794, the founders of the Society once again met at Wise's home to establish a subscription library. During the first year, one hundred nineteen men joined the circulating library which was to be called the Library Company of Alexandria. Members agreed to pay an initiation fee and annual dues. The company was chartered as a corporation in 1798 in an act passed by the General Assembly of Virginia[image: External link].

Druggist Edward Stabler was elected the first librarian and the library's first location is believed to have been housed in his apothecary shop[image: External link]. James Kennedy was elected the second librarian, and the library moved to his residence and place of business. Kennedy sold books from his personal collection to the Library Company. Those books and other bought from two local merchants formed the foundation of the subscription library. The first catalog of the library's collection was published in 1797. The collection grew over time, bolstered in part by the fact that some members paid their dues in books. Most members were initially men, although records exist showing some women were members as early as 1798. One noted female member in 1817 was Mary L.F. Custis[image: External link], wife of George Washington Parke Custis.

The catalog published in 1801 indicated a collection of 452 books, mostly on history and travel. By 1815, there were 1,022 entries in the catalog, and the collection had added more biographies, fiction, and magazines. The library was housed in several locations over the ensuing years, including the New Market House next to the City Hall, the Lyceum[image: External link] Company building, and Peabody Hall, which was owned by the Alexandria School Board. Raising funds for the library was a continuing challenge. In 1853, a lecture series was created to raise money. Speakers included Professor Joseph Henry[image: External link] of the Smithsonian, Colonel Francis H. Smith[image: External link] of the Virginia Military Institute, and humorist George W. Bagby[image: External link].

The arrival of the Civil War in 1861 took its toll on the library collection. Members were able to remove some of the collection prior to the library's occupation by Union troops. The library was used as a hospital and much of the library's collection was lost during this time. After the war, the building was sold to a private owner who planned to turn the building into a private residence and asked the library to remove what was left of the collection. Funds continued to be hard to come by and in 1879, the Library Company closed. The remainder of its collection was stored in Peabody Hall.

In 1897, a group of women in Alexandria formed the Alexandria Library Association. The leaders of the group were Virginia Corse, Mrs. William B. Smoot, and Virginia Burke. They petitioned the school board to open a subscription library in Peabody Hall, using the old books stored there. Permission was given and doors to the new subscription library opened on December 1, 1897. In 1902, the library moved to the first floor of a house in the 1300 block of Prince Street while negotiations were underway for a permanent move to the Confederate Hall, located at 806 Prince Street. In May 1903, the library moved to the Confederate Hall, now known as the Robert E. Lee Camp Hall Museum, where it stayed for 34 years.

In 1936, Dr. and Mrs. Robert South Barrett presented a proposal to the Library Association. They agreed to donate a building in memory of Dr. Barrett's mother, Kate Waller Barrett[image: External link], if the city would commit to running it as a public library. The city agreed and the Society of Friends offered a 99-year lease on an old Quaker graveyard located on Queen Street. The old library was closed on March 1 for the books to be packed and moved to the new library, which opened to the public in August 1937. The Alexandria Library Association became the Alexandria Library Society.

In 1939, the Barrett library was the scene of possibly the nation's first sit-in demonstrations, as Samuel Tucker, a young law school graduate from the neighborhood, and several other African-American residents insisted on access to the racially segregated library where they had been banned. Tucker later became a prominent attorney in Richmond.[36][37]

In 1947, the Library Society was reconstituted and took the earlier historic name Alexandria Library Company. A lecture series was also revived. Speakers included Thomas Jefferson biographer Dumas Malone[image: External link]. Some of the books belonging in the original collection of the Alexandria Library Company can now be found in the Local History/Special Collections Room at the Queen Street library that still carries Mrs. Barrett's name.[38]

In 1948, Ellen Coolidge Burke[image: External link] became director. Burke brought bookmobile[image: External link] services to Alexandria, one of the first services in Virginia. She oversaw the growth of the library system by the addition of two new branch libraries. In April 1968 the Ellen Coolidge Burke Branch at 4701 Seminary Road was opened, and in December 1969 the James M. Duncan branch at 2501 Commonwealth Avenue. Burke retired in 1969.[39]
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 Geography









According to the United States Census Bureau, the city has a total area of 15.5 square miles (40.1 km2), of which 15.0 square miles (38.9 km2) is land and 0.42 square miles (1.1 km2), or 2.85%, is water.[40] Alexandria is bounded on the east by the Potomac River, on the north and northwest by Arlington County[image: External link], and on the south by Fairfax County[image: External link]. The western portions of the city were annexed from those two entities beginning in the 1930s.

The addressing system[image: External link] in Alexandria is not uniform and reflects the consolidation of several originally separate communities into a single city. In Old Town Alexandria, building numbers are assigned north and south from King Street[image: External link] and west (only) from the Potomac River. In the areas formerly in the town of Potomac[image: External link], such as Del Ray and St. Elmo, building numbers are assigned east and west from Commonwealth Avenue and north (only) from King Street. In the western parts of the city, building numbers are assigned north and south from Duke Street[image: External link].

The ZIP code prefix 223 uniquely identifies the Alexandria postal area.[citation needed[image: External link]] However, the Alexandria postal area extends into Fairfax County[image: External link] and includes addresses outside of the city. Delivery areas have ZIP codes 22301, 22302, 22203, 22304, 22305, 22306, 22307, 22308, 22309, 22310, 22311, 22312, 22314, and 22315, with other ZIP codes in use for post office boxes[image: External link] and large mailers (22313, 22331, 22332, 22333).

Part of the George Washington Memorial Parkway is the one national protected area within the borders of Alexandria.
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 Adjacent jurisdictions






	
Arlington County, Virginia – north

	
Charles County, Maryland – southeast

	
District of Columbia – northeast

	
Fairfax County, Virginia[image: External link] – west and south

	
Prince George's County, Maryland – east
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 Neighborhoods




Main article: List of neighborhoods in Alexandria, Virginia[image: External link]


Neighborhoods in Alexandria include Old Town, Eisenhower Valley, Rosemont, The Berg, Parker-Gray, Del Ray, Arlandria, West End, North Ridge, and Potomac Yard. Many areas outside the city have an Alexandria mailing address yet are a part of Fairfax County[image: External link] including: Hollin Hills[image: External link], Franconia[image: External link], Groveton[image: External link], Hybla Valley[image: External link], Huntington[image: External link], Belle Haven[image: External link], Mount Vernon[image: External link], Fort Hunt[image: External link], Engleside, Burgundy Village, Waynewood, Wilton Woods, Rose Hill[image: External link], Virginia Hills, Hayfield, and Kingstowne[image: External link]. Some refer to these areas as Lower Alexandria, South Alexandria, or Alexandria, Fairfax County.[41]
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 Climate




The climate in this area is characterized by hot, humid summers and generally mild to cool winters. According to the Köppen Climate Classification[image: External link] system, Alexandria has a humid subtropical climate, abbreviated "Cfa" on climate maps.[42]
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 Demographics






	Historical population



	Census
	Pop.
	
	%±



	1790[image: External link]
	2,748
	
	—



	1800
	4,971
	
	80.9%



	1810
	7,227
	
	45.4%



	1820
	8,218
	
	13.7%



	1830
	8,241
	
	0.3%



	1840
	8,459
	
	2.6%



	1850
	8,734
	
	3.3%



	1860
	12,652
	
	44.9%



	1870
	13,570
	
	7.3%



	1880
	13,659
	
	0.7%



	1890
	14,339
	
	5.0%



	1900
	14,528
	
	1.3%



	1910
	15,329
	
	5.5%



	1920
	18,060
	
	17.8%



	1930
	24,149
	
	33.7%



	1940
	33,523
	
	38.8%



	1950
	61,787
	
	84.3%



	1960
	91,023
	
	47.3%



	1970
	110,927
	
	21.9%



	1980
	103,217
	
	−7.0%



	1990
	111,183
	
	7.7%



	2000
	128,283
	
	15.4%



	2010
	139,966
	
	9.1%



	Est. 2016
	155,810
	[4]
	11.3%



	U.S. Decennial Census[43]

1790–1960[44] 1900–1990[45]

1990–2000[46]




At the 2010 census[image: External link],[47] there were 139,966 people, 68,082 households and 30,978 families residing in the city. The population density[image: External link] was 8,452.0 per square mile (3,262.9/km²). There were 68,082 housing units at an average density of 4,233.2 per square mile (1,634.2/km²). The folks of the city were:


	60.9% White[image: External link]


	21.8% African American[image: External link]


	6.0% Asian[image: External link] (1.3% Indian, 1.0% Filipino, 0.9% Chinese, 0.8% Korean, 0.5% Thai, 0.3% Vietnamese, 0.2% Japanese, 1.0% Other)

	0.4% Native American[image: External link]


	0.1% Pacific Islander[image: External link]


	3.7% from two or more races

	16.1% of the population were Hispanics or Latinos[image: External link] of any national origin (4.6% Salvadoran, 1.7% Mexican, 1.6% Honduran, 1.1% Guatemalan, 1.1% Puerto Rican, 0.9% Bolivian, 0.8% Peruvian, 0.4% Colombian)



In 2000, there were 61,889 households of which 18.6% had children under the age of 18 living with them, 32.2% were married couples[image: External link] living together, 9.2% had a female householder with no husband present, and 55.2% were non-families. 43.4% of all households were made up of individuals and 6.8% had someone living alone who was 65 years of age or older. The average household size was 2.04 and the average family size was 2.87.

The age distribution was 16.8% under the age of 18, 9.2% from 18 to 24, 43.5% from 25 to 44, 21.5% from 45 to 64, and 9.0% who were 65 years of age or older. The median age was 34 years. For every 100 females there were 93.5 males. For every 100 females age 18 and over, there were 91.7 males.

According to a 2007 estimate, the median household income[image: External link] was $80,806 and the median family income was $102,435.[48] Males had a median income of $47,514 versus $41,254 for females. The per capita income[image: External link] for the city was $37,645. 8.9% of the population and 6.8% of families were below the poverty line[image: External link]. 13.9% of those under the age of 18 and 9.0% of those 65 and older were living below the poverty line.
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 Economy




Companies headquartered in Alexandria include the Institute for Defense Analyses[image: External link], VSE[image: External link], and the Pentagon Federal Credit Union[image: External link].

Alexandria is home to numerous trade associations[image: External link], charities, and non-profit organizations including the national headquarters of groups such as the American Diabetes Association[image: External link], BoatUS[image: External link], Catholic Charities[image: External link], Citizens for the Republic[image: External link], Global Impact[image: External link], Good360[image: External link], Islamic Relief USA[image: External link], United Way[image: External link], Volunteers of America[image: External link] and the Salvation Army[image: External link]. Other organizations located in Alexandria include American Coalition for Clean Coal Electricity[image: External link], the American Counseling Association[image: External link], the Society for Human Resource Management[image: External link], the National Society of Professional Engineers, the National Beer Wholesalers Association[image: External link], and the International Centre for Missing & Exploited Children[image: External link] (ICMEC).
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 Largest employers




According to the City's 2016 Comprehensive Annual Financial Report,[49] the top public employers in the city, whose employees make up an estimated 15.27% of the total city employment, are:



	#
	Employer
	# of employees



	1
	United States Department of Commerce[image: External link]
	1,000 & over



	2
	United States Department of Defense[image: External link]
	1,000 & over



	3
	Alexandria City Public Schools[image: External link]
	1,000 & over



	4
	City of Alexandria
	1,000 & over



	5
	Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority
	500–999



	6
	Northern Virginia Community College[image: External link]
	500–999



	7
	United States Department of Agriculture
	500–999



	8
	United States Department of Homeland Security[image: External link]
	250–499




The top private employers in the city, whose employees make up an estimated 7.67% of the total city employment, are:



	#
	Employer
	# of employees



	1
	Inova Health System[image: External link]
	1,000 & over



	2
	Institute for Defense Analyses[image: External link]
	500–999



	3
	Grant Thornton LLP[image: External link]
	500–999



	4
	The Home Depot[image: External link]
	500–999



	5
	Oblon[image: External link]
	250–499



	6
	Roman Catholic Diocese of Arlington[image: External link]
	250–499



	7
	Giant Food[image: External link]
	250–499
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 Arts and culture
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 Events




A popular Christmastime attraction in Alexandria is the Scottish Christmas Walk, which was established in 1969.[50] The event, which involves a parade through the center of Old Town Alexandria, celebrates the city's Scottish heritage, and is the centerpiece of a yearly holiday festival.[51] It serves as a fundraiser for social services in Alexandria.[50] Other parades in Old Town celebrate Saint Patrick's Day[image: External link][52] and the birthday of George Washington.[53] Other annual events include the Red Cross Waterfront Festival in June, various ethnic heritage days at Tavern Square, and "First Night Alexandria" which presents many family-friendly entertainments on New Year's Eve.

These parades and other official events are typically led by Alexandria's town crier, who, often dressed in elaborately, by a tradition dating to the 18th century, in a red coat, breeches, black boots and a tricorne hat, welcomes participants.[54]
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 Landmarks




Landmarks within the city include the George Washington Masonic National Memorial (also known as the Masonic[image: External link] Temple) and Observation Deck, Christ Church[image: External link], Gadsby's Tavern[image: External link], John Carlyle House[image: External link], Little Theatre of Alexandria[image: External link], Lee-Fendall House[image: External link], Alexandria City Hall[image: External link], Market Square, the Jones Point Light[image: External link], the south cornerstone of the original District of Columbia[image: External link], Robert E. Lee[image: External link]'s boyhood home, the Torpedo Factory Art Center[image: External link], and the Virginia Theological Seminary[image: External link]. Other sites of historical interest in the city include Alexandria Black History Resource Center, Fort Ward Park and Museum, and the Alexandria Canal lock re-creation at Canal Office Center. Interesting sites with Alexandria addresses but outside of the city limits include River Farm[image: External link], Collingwood Library & Museum, Green Spring Gardens Park[image: External link], Huntley Meadows Park[image: External link], Historic Huntley[image: External link], Pope-Leighey House[image: External link] (designed by Frank Lloyd Wright[image: External link]), Woodlawn Plantation[image: External link], Washington's Grist Mill and Mount Vernon Estate.

In 1830, John Hollensbury's home in Alexandria was one of two homes directly bordering an alleyway[image: External link] that received a large amount of horse-drawn wagon[image: External link] traffic and loiterers.[55] In order to prevent people from using the alleyway, Hollensbury constructed a 7 feet (2.1 m) wide, 25 feet (7.6 m) deep, 325-square-foot (30.2 m2), two story home using the existing brick walls of the adjacent homes for the sides of the new home.[55] The brick walls of the Hollensbury Spite House[image: External link] living room have gouges from wagon-wheel hubs; the house is still standing, and is occupied.[55]
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 Sports




Due to its proximity to Washington, Alexandria has only been the home of one professional sports team, the Alexandria Dukes[image: External link], a minor league baseball team which has moved to Woodbridge[image: External link] and is now named the Potomac Nationals[image: External link]. However, the Cal Ripken Collegiate Baseball League[image: External link] brought baseball back to Alexandria in 2008 in the form of the Alexandria Aces. In addition, TC Williams, Bishop Ireton, St. Stephen's and Episcopal have storied histories in athletics, such as football, basketball, baseball and lacrosse. The largest youth sport in Alexandria is soccer with almost 2,500 players ages 2–18 who participate in the Alexandria Soccer Association.
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 Parks and recreation




Alexandria has a distributed park system with approximately 950 acres (3.8 km2) spread across 70 major parks and 30 recreation[image: External link] centers, of which Chinquapin[image: External link] is one of the largest. Chinquapin offers facilities for swimming, tennis, racquetball, and other sports. The city also organizes several sports leagues throughout the year including volleyball, softball and basketball.

The city is home to Cameron Run Regional Park[image: External link] which includes a water park with a wave pool[image: External link] and water slides[image: External link], as well as a miniature golf[image: External link] course and batting cages. A portion of the Mount Vernon Trail[image: External link], a popular bike and jogging path, runs through Old Town near the Potomac River on its way from the Mount Vernon Estate to Roosevelt Island in Washington, DC. There is also a largely unbroken line of parks stretching along the Alexandria waterfront from end to end.
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 Government




As an independent city of Virginia (as opposed to an incorporated town within a county), Alexandria derives its governing authority from the Virginia General Assembly. In order to revise the power and structure of the city government, the city must request the General Assembly to amend the charter. The present charter was granted in 1950 and it has been amended in 1968, 1971, 1976, and 1982.

Alexandria adopted a council-manager[image: External link] form of government by way of referendum in 1921. This type of government empowers the elected City Council to pass legislation and appoint the City Manager. The City Manager is responsible for overseeing the city's administration.

The Mayor, who is chosen on a separate ballot, presides over meetings of the Council and serves as the ceremonial head of government. The Mayor does not have the power to veto Council action. Council members traditionally choose the person receiving the most votes in the election to serve as Vice Mayor. In the absence or disability of the Mayor, the Vice Mayor performs the mayoral duties.



	City Council



	Position
	Name
	Party
	First Election
	District



	 
	Mayor[image: External link]
	Allison Silberberg[image: External link]
	Democratic Party[image: External link]
	2012
	At-Large[image: External link]



	 
	Vice Mayor
	Justin Wilson
	Democratic Party[image: External link]
	2007–2009

2012
	At-Large



	 
	Member
	John T. Chapman
	Democratic Party[image: External link]
	2012
	At-Large



	 
	Member
	Timothy B. Lovain
	Democratic Party[image: External link]
	2006–2009

2012
	At-Large



	 
	Member
	Redella S. "Del" Pepper
	Democratic Party[image: External link]
	1985
	At-Large



	 
	Member
	Paul C. Smedberg
	Democratic Party[image: External link]
	2003
	At-Large



	 
	Member
	Willie Bailey
	Democratic Party[image: External link]
	2015
	At-Large




In 2008, the City of Alexandria had 78 standing local boards, commissions, and committees to advise the City Council on major issues affecting the community.[57] All members are appointed by the City Council.

Alexandria is part of Virginia's 8th congressional district[image: External link], represented by Democrat and Alexandria resident Don Beyer[image: External link], elected in 2014.

The state's senior member of the United States Senate is Democrat Mark Warner[image: External link], elected in 2008. The state's junior member of the United States Senate is Democrat Tim Kaine[image: External link], elected in 2012.
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 Ecocity




In 2008 the city council approved a charter where "citizens, businesses, and city government participate in a vibrant community that is always mindful of the needs and lifestyles of the generations to come."[58]:4 That chater defined sustainability as "meeting our community’s present needs while preserving our historic character and ensuring the ability of future generations to meet their own needs."[58]:5 In Ecocity Berkeley Register defined an ecocity as "an ecologically healthy city."[59]:3
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 Education
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 Schools




The city is served by the Alexandria City Public Schools[image: External link] system and by the Alexandria campus of Northern Virginia Community College[image: External link]. The largest seminary in the Episcopal Church[image: External link], Virginia Theological Seminary[image: External link], is located on Seminary Road. Virginia Tech's[image: External link] Washington-Alexandria Architecture Center, also known as WAAC, is located on Prince Street in Old Town, offering graduate programs in Urban Affairs and Planning, Public and International Affairs, Architecture, and Landscape Architecture. Virginia Commonwealth University[image: External link] operates a Northern Virginia branch of its School of Social Work and The George Washington University[image: External link] (Washington DC) also has a campus near the King Street metro. This campus mainly offers professional and vocational programs, such as an executive MBA program, urban planning and security studies.

Alexandria has several of the Washington, D.C., area's top private schools, such as St. Stephen's and St. Agnes School[image: External link], Bishop Ireton High School[image: External link], and Episcopal High School[image: External link]. Also in the city are Alexandria Country Day School, Commonwealth Academy, St. Mary's Catholic School, St. Rita's Catholic School, Blessed Sacrament School and Global Health College[image: External link].

Alexandria's public school system consists of thirteen elementary schools for grades 5-year-old Kindergarten through Grade 5. Middle Schools, George Washington and Francis C. Hammond, serve 6th through 8th graders. Minnie Howard Ninth Grade Center and T.C. Williams High School[image: External link] serve grades 9th and 10 through 12, respectively, for the entire city.

The demographics of Alexandria City Public Schools contrast with those of the city. In 2008, only 14% of the students at Francis C. Hammond Middle School were non-Hispanic whites, compared to about 60% when looking at the city as a whole. 27% were of Hispanic descent, and 48% were black. About 9% of the school was of Asian descent. In 2004, 62% of the schoolgoing children received free lunches; by 2008, that number had decreased to 56%.[60] At George Washington Middle School, 30% of students are non-Hispanic whites, 24% were Hispanic, and 41% was black; 3% of the students were Asian, and 52% of students received free lunch.[61] T.C. Williams High School follows this trend as well; 23% of the students were classified as non-Hispanic whites, 25% as Hispanic, and 44% as black. 7% of the school was Asian, and 47% of all students received free lunch.[62]
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 Infrastructure
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 Transportation




Alexandria is bisected east and west by State Route 7[image: External link], known as King Street[image: External link]. The most western section of King St here once was the terminus of the Leesburg Turnpike. Interstate 95/495 (the Capital Beltway), including the Woodrow Wilson Bridge[image: External link] over the Potomac River, approximately parallels the city's southern boundary with Fairfax County. Interstate 395[image: External link] crosses north and south through the western part of the city. Other major routes include north–south U.S. 1[image: External link] (Patrick and Henry Streets after Patrick Henry[image: External link], Jefferson Davis Highway[image: External link] and Richmond Highway), Washington St/George Washington Memorial Parkway, Russell Rd, Quaker Lane, Van Dorn St and Beauregard St, and east–west Duke Street (State Route 236[image: External link]), Braddock Rd and Janneys Lane/Seminary Rd.

Alexandria is south of, adjacent to Ronald Reagan Washington National Airport in Arlington County. Alexandria is also near to Washington Dulles International Airport[image: External link] in Dulles, Virginia[image: External link].

Alexandria Union Station[image: External link], the city's historic train station, has Amtrak intercity services and the Virginia Railway Express[image: External link] regional rail service. The station is directly adjacent to the King Street – Old Town[image: External link] Washington Metro[image: External link] station, at the convergence of the Blue[image: External link] and Yellow Lines[image: External link]. Three other Metro stations in Alexandria are Braddock Road[image: External link], Van Dorn Street[image: External link], and Eisenhower Avenue[image: External link].

The traditional boundary between Old Town and the latterly annexed sections of the city followed the railway now owned by CSX Transportation[image: External link].

The city government operates its own mass transit system, the DASH[image: External link] bus, connecting points of interest with local transit hubs. Metrobus[image: External link], Washington Metro[image: External link], and the Virginia Railway Express[image: External link], better known as the VRE, also serve Alexandria. The city also offers a free "trolley" diesel bus service on King Street from the King Street Metro Station to the Waterfront[63] and a water taxi to and from the National Harbor[image: External link] development in Prince George's County, Maryland.
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 Public libraries




The Alexandria Library[image: External link] serves the residents of the City of Alexandria with four locations:


	
Charles E. Beatley, Jr.[image: External link] Central Library (Main branch): 5005 Duke Street, Alexandria

	
Kate Waller Barrett[image: External link] Branch: 717 Queen Street, Alexandria

	
Ellen Coolidge Burke[image: External link] Branch: 4701 Seminary Road, Alexandria

	
James M. Duncan Branch: 2501 Commonwealth Avenue, Alexandria



The library system provides a variety of services which include adult, young adult, and children's materials, as well as access to genealogy records and full text articles from thousands of magazines and newspapers through online databases. E-Books can be borrowed through OverDrive[image: External link] e-Audio books and all branches offer free public Internet access and free Wifi.[64]

The Alexandria Library maintains a reciprocal agreement with neighboring libraries in Arlington, District of Columbia, Fairfax, Falls Church, Fauquier, Frederick, Loudoun, Montgomery, Prince George's, and Prince William.[65]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Notable people






	
Cass Elliot[image: External link] and John Phillips of The Mamas & The Papas[image: External link][27]


	
Chad Dukes[image: External link], Alexandria, Virginia radio personality, pioneer in podcasting[66]


	
Dean Muhtadi[image: External link], former American football[image: External link] player and current WWE[image: External link] wrestler[67]


	
Diedrich Bader[image: External link], actor[68]


	
Eddie Royal[image: External link], Chicago Bears[image: External link] wide receiver[69]


	
Gerald R. Ford[image: External link], former President of the United States, lived in Parkfairfax[image: External link], and later on Crown View Drive[70]


	
Jim Morrison[image: External link] of The Doors[image: External link][27]


	
Megan Young[image: External link], Miss World Philippines 2013[image: External link] and Miss World 2013[image: External link][71]


	
Richard M. Nixon[image: External link], former President of the United States, lived in Parkfairfax[image: External link][70]:11


	
Rick Franklin[image: External link], a Piedmont blues[image: External link] guitarist, singer and songwriter, was born in Alexandria.[72]


	
Robert E. Lee[image: External link], Civil War general, grew up on Oronoco Street[73]:32


	
Thomas Kail[image: External link], theater director[74]


	
Wernher von Braun[image: External link], NASA rocket scientist[75]


	
Willard Scott[image: External link], national television personality, grew up in Rosemont[76]
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 In popular culture





	
The Walking Dead[image: External link] comic book series and subsequent TV adaptation[image: External link] features a protected area of Alexandria known as the Safe Zone[image: External link].[77]


	The 2000 film Remember the Titans[image: External link] takes place in Alexandria and the cemetery scene was filmed at Ivy Hill Cemetery[image: External link] in Alexandria.

	The first scene of the 2006 film National Treasure: Book of Secrets[image: External link] was filmed at the George Washington Masonic Memorial.[78]


	Alternative rock band the Foo Fighters[image: External link] has a track titled " Arlandria[image: External link]" on their 2011 release Wasting Light[image: External link]; front man (and ex- Nirvana[image: External link] drummer) Dave Grohl[image: External link] lived in Alexandria during his childhood. The Arlandria neighborhood is also referenced in the song "Headwires" from the band's 1999 release, There Is Nothing Left to Lose[image: External link].[79]


	
The 100[image: External link] character Lexa[image: External link] was named after Alexandria.[80]


	In The X-Files[image: External link], the address of Special Agent Fox Mulder[image: External link] is given as Apartment 42, 2630 Hegal Place, Alexandria, VA 23242.[81]
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 See also





	List of famous people from the Washington, D.C. metropolitan area[image: External link]

	National Register of Historic Places listings in Alexandria, Virginia[image: External link]

	Alexandria Police Department[image: External link]

	Alexandria Fire Department[image: External link]
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District of Columbia Retrocession






The District of Columbia retrocession was the process of returning to the state of Virginia a part of the land that had been ceded to the federal government of the United States for the purpose of creating Washington, D.C., the national capital[image: External link]. The area, formed in 1790 under the name of "District of Columbia",[1] initially consisted of 100 square miles (259 km2) ceded by the states of Maryland and Virginia[image: External link] in accordance with the Residence Act.

In 1846, the area of 31 square miles (80 km2) which was ceded by Virginia was returned,[2] leaving 69 square miles (179 km2) of territory originally ceded by Maryland as the current area of the District in its entirety.[3] 21st-century proposals to return the remaining portion of the District of Columbia to the state of Maryland are cited as one way to provide full voting representation in Congress and return local control of the city to its residents.[4]



TOP
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 Background




The Organic Act of 1801 organized the District of Columbia and placed the federal territory under the exclusive control of Congress. The District was organized into two counties, Washington on the east side of the Potomac River, and Alexandria[image: External link] on the west side.[5][6] Following this Act, citizens located in the District were no longer considered residents of Maryland or Virginia, thus ending their representation in Congress.[7]

Almost immediately after the Organic Act of 1801, Congress took up proposals for the return of the territory to the states, all of which failed. Members of Congress proposed retrocession because they found disenfranchisement[image: External link] of the District's residents to be unacceptable. Other Congressmen were of the opinion that the District could not be immediately returned without the consent of the residents and the legislatures of Maryland and Virginia. Some representatives rejected the idea of retrocession entirely and concluded that the Congress lacked the constitutional authority to return the territory.[4]
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 Virginia retrocession




In the 1830s, efforts grew to reunite the southern portion of the District with Virginia. Besides the fact that District residents had lost representation in Congress, a number of additional factors aided the movement to return the area to Virginia:


	Alexandria had gone into economic decline because of neglect of the area by Congress. Alexandria needed infrastructure improvements in order to compete with other ports in the area such as Georgetown, which was further inland and on the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal.[3] Members of Congress from other areas of Virginia used their power to prohibit funding for projects, such as the Alexandria Canal[image: External link], which would have increased competition with their home districts. Returning Alexandria to Virginia allowed residents to seek financing for projects without interference from Congress.[4]


	A 1791 amendment to the Residence Act specifically prohibited the "erection of the public buildings otherwise than on the Maryland side of the river Potomac."[8] The institutions of the federal government, including the White House and the United States Capitol were therefore located in Washington on the east side of the Potomac River. This made Alexandria less important to the functioning of the national government.[4]


	At the time, Alexandria was a major market in the American slave trade, but rumors circulated that abolitionists in Congress were attempting to end slavery in the nation's capital, which would have also seriously harmed the area's economy.[3][9]


	There was also an active abolitionist movement in Virginia. If Alexandria were returned to the state of Virginia, the move would have added two additional pro-slavery representatives to the Virginia General Assembly.[3]




One argument against retrocession was that the federal government did in fact use Alexandria: as a military outpost[image: External link], signal corps site, and cemetery[image: External link].[10]

From 1840 to 1846, Alexandrians petitioned Congress and the Virginia legislature to approve retrocession. On February 2, 1846, the Virginia General Assembly agreed to accept the retrocession of Alexandria if Congress approved.[11]

Following additional lobbying by Alexandrians, the 29th Congress[image: External link] passed legislation on July 9, 1846[image: External link], to return all the District's territory south of the Potomac River to the Commonwealth of Virginia, pursuant to a referendum; President James K. Polk[image: External link] signed the legislation the next day.

A referendum on retrocession was held on September 1–2, 1846. The residents of the city of Alexandria voted in favor of the retrocession, 763 to 222;[12] however, the residents of Alexandria County voted against retrocession 106 to 29. Despite the objections of those living in Alexandria County, President Polk certified the referendum and issued a proclamation of transfer on September 7, 1846.[13]

The Virginia legislature, however, did not immediately accept the retrocession offer. Virginia legislators were concerned that the people of Alexandria County had not been properly included in the retrocession proceedings. After months of debate, the Virginia General Assembly voted to formally accept the retrocession legislation on March 13, 1847.[4]

Confirming the fears of pro-slavery Alexandrians, the Compromise of 1850 outlawed the slave trade in the District, although not slavery itself.[14]

At the start of the Civil War, President Abraham Lincoln attempted to have the Virginia portion re-annexed over security concerns, but was rejected by the Senate.[15]
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 Constitutionality




The Supreme Court of the United States has never issued a firm opinion on whether the retrocession of the Virginia portion of the District of Columbia was constitutional. In the 1875 case of Phillips v. Payne[image: External link] the Supreme Court held that Virginia had de facto jurisdiction over the area returned by Congress in 1847, and dismissed the tax case brought by the plaintiff. The court, however, did not rule on the core constitutional matter of the retrocession. Writing the majority opinion, Justice Noah Haynes Swayne[image: External link] stated only that:


The plaintiff in error is estopped[image: External link] from raising the point which he seeks to have decided. He cannot, under the circumstances, vicariously raise a question, nor force upon the parties to the compact an issue which neither of them desires to make.[16]



The constitutionality of the retrocession has been called into question. The contract clause[image: External link] found in Article One of the United States Constitution prohibits states from breaching contracts to which they are themselves a party. By annexing Alexandria in 1847, Virginia may have breached its contractual obligation to "forever cede and relinquish" the territory for use as the permanent seat of the United States government.[15] President William Howard Taft[image: External link] also believed the retrocession to be unconstitutional and tried to have the land given back to the District.[12]
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 Proposed Maryland retrocession




See also: District of Columbia home rule and District of Columbia voting rights


In order to grant the residents of the District of Columbia voting representation and control over their local affairs, some members of Congress, such as Rep. Dan Lungren[image: External link],[17] have proposed returning most parts of the city to Maryland. These proposals go back at least as far as 1839, when some members of Congress proposed retrocession of the portion of the District west of Rock Creek to Maryland.[18] In recent years since at least 2001, several failed attempts, mostly supported by Republicans, have been made to return most of the District to Maryland and give them full voting rights: H.R. 810[image: External link] & H.R. 381[image: External link], both sponsored by Rep. Ralph Regula[image: External link] (R-OH); and H.R. 1858[image: External link], H.R. 1015[image: External link], H.R. 3732[image: External link] and H.R. 2681[image: External link], all sponsored by Rep. Louie Gohmert[image: External link] (R-TX). The proposals received little support from congressional Democrats.

If both the Congress and the Maryland state legislature agreed, jurisdiction over the District of Columbia could be returned to Maryland, excluding a small tract of land immediately surrounding the United States Capitol, the White House and the Supreme Court building which would become known as the "National Capital Service Area".[19] The idea to retrocede all but the federal lands to Maryland dates back to at least 1848.[20]
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One problem with retrocession is that the state of Maryland may not want to take the District back.[21][22] In the opinion of former Rep. Tom Davis[image: External link] of Virginia, discussing the matter in 1998, retroceding the District to Maryland without that state's consent may require a constitutional amendment.[21]

A second problem is that the Twenty-third Amendment, ratified in 1961, grants "[t]he District constituting the seat of Government of the United States" the right to appoint electors to vote for president. At least one bill proposed in Congress specifically tied retrocession to the Twenty-third Amendment's repeal.[23] If the Twenty-third Amendment were not repealed, it is possible that the remaining portion of the city (the National Capital Service Area) would still be entitled to select three presidential electors[image: External link].


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Alternative to have District residents voting in Maryland




A related, but alternative proposal to retrocession was the District of Columbia Voting Rights Restoration Act of 2004 (H.R. 3709), which would have treated the residents of the District as residents of Maryland for the purposes of Congressional representation. Maryland's congressional delegation would then have been apportioned accordingly to include the population of the District.[24] Those in favor of such a plan argued that the Congress already has the necessary authority to pass such legislation without the constitutional concerns of other proposed remedies. From the foundation of the District in 1790 until the passage of the Organic Act of 1801[image: External link], citizens living in D.C. continued to vote for members of Congress in Maryland or Virginia; legal scholars therefore propose that the Congress has the power to restore those voting rights while maintaining the integrity of the federal district.[25] The proposed legislation, however, never made it out of committee.[24]
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 Political support




Neither residents of Maryland nor of DC support retrocession. A 1994 study showed that only 25% of suburban residents polled endorsed retrocession to Maryland, and that number dropped to 19% among District residents. District residents’ dislike was confirmed in a 2000 George Washington University study when only 21% of those polled supported the option of retrocession.[26] A 2016 poll of Maryland residents showed that only 28% supported annexing Washington, DC while 44% were opposed.[27]

Maryland's senators[image: External link], both Democrats[image: External link], are co-sponsors of a September 2014 D.C. statehood bill.[28][29] Republicans are thought to oppose statehood over retrocession, as it would most likely add two safe Democratic seats to the United States Senate.[29] Neither statehood nor retrocession is generally seen as a legislative priority by either party.[28][29]
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Metropolitan statistical Area






See also: List of Metropolitan Statistical Areas


In the United States, a metropolitan statistical area (MSA) is a geographical region with a relatively high population density at its core and close economic ties throughout the area. Such regions are neither legally incorporated as a city or town[image: External link] would be, nor are they legal administrative divisions[image: External link] like counties or separate entities such as states. As such, the precise definition of any given metropolitan area can vary with the source. A typical metropolitan area is centered on a single large city that wields substantial influence over the region (e.g.,  Chicago[image: External link] or Atlanta[image: External link]). However, some metropolitan areas contain more than one large city with no single municipality holding a substantially dominant position (e.g., Dallas–Fort Worth metroplex[image: External link], Norfolk-Virginia Beach (Hampton Roads), Riverside–San Bernardino (Inland Empire) or Minneapolis–Saint Paul).

MSAs are defined by the Office of Management and Budget (OMB) and used by the Census Bureau and other federal government agencies for statistical purposes.[1]
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U.S. Census statistics for metropolitan areas are reported according to the following definitions.

The U.S. Office of Management and Budget defines a set of core based statistical areas[image: External link] (CBSAs) throughout the country. CBSAs are delineated on the basis of a central urban area or urban cluster – in other words: a contiguous area of relatively high population density. CBSAs are composed of counties and county equivalents.[2] The counties containing the core urban area are known as the central counties of the CBSA. Additional surrounding counties, known as outlying counties, can be included in the CBSA if these counties have strong social and economic ties to the central counties as measured by commuting and employment. Outlying counties are included in the CBSA if the employment interchange measure (total of in- and out-commuting) is 25% or more, although these numbers are estimates and exceptions are made. Some areas within these outlying counties may be rural in nature. As well as MSAs, CBSAs are subdivided into micropolitan statistical areas (μSAs) based on the population of the core urban area. Under certain conditions, one or more CBSAs may be grouped together to form a larger statistical entity known as a combined statistical area (CSA). Previous terms that are no longer used include standard metropolitan statistical area (SMSA) and primary metropolitan statistical area (PMSA).[3] In New England, towns[image: External link] have precedence over counties, so statistically similar areas are defined in terms of town-based units known as New England city and town areas (NECTAs).
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Federal government of the United States






"American Government" redirects here. For the textbook by James Q. Wilson and John J. DiIulio, Jr., see American Government (textbook)[image: External link].



	U.S. Federal Government



	Formation
	1789; 228 years ago




	Founding document
	United States Constitution



	Jurisdiction
	United States of America



	Website
	www.usa.gov[image: External link]



	Legislative branch



	Legislature
	Congress



	Meeting place
	Capitol



	Executive branch



	Leader
	President of the United States



	Appointer
	Electoral College[image: External link]



	Headquarters
	The White House[image: External link]



	Main organ
	Cabinet



	Departments
	15



	Judicial branch



	Court
	Supreme Court



	Seat
	Washington, D.C.






	This article is part of a series[image: External link] on the
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United States of America



	

Federal Government



	Constitution of the United States




	Law
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Judiciary







	

Elections



	Presidential elections[image: External link]

	Midterm elections[image: External link]




	Off-year elections[image: External link]











	

Political parties



	Democratic[image: External link]

	Republican[image: External link]






	Third parties











	

Federalism



	State Government






	Governors[image: External link]




	
Legislatures ( List[image: External link])




	State courts




	

	Local government















	


	Other countries[image: External link]

	Atlas[image: External link]









	


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]










The Federal Government of the United States is the national government[image: External link] of the United States, a republic[image: External link] in North America[image: External link], composed of 50 states, one district, Washington, D.C. (the nation's capital), and several territories. The federal government[image: External link] is composed of three distinct branches: legislative, executive, and judicial, whose powers are vested by the U.S. Constitution in the Congress, the President, and the federal courts, including the Supreme Court, respectively. The powers and duties of these branches are further defined by acts of Congress, including the creation of executive departments and courts inferior to the Supreme Court.
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 Naming




The full name of the republic is "United States of America". No other name appears in the Constitution, and this is the name that appears on money, in treaties, and in legal cases to which it is a party (e.g. Charles T. Schenck v. United States[image: External link]). The terms "Government of the United States of America" or "United States Government" are often used in official documents to represent the federal government as distinct from the states collectively. In casual conversation or writing, the term "Federal Government" is often used, and the term "National Government" is sometimes used. The terms "Federal" and "National" in government agency or program names generally indicate affiliation with the federal government (e.g. Federal Bureau of Investigation, National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, etc.). Because the seat of government[image: External link] is in Washington, D.C., "Washington" is commonly used as a metonym[image: External link] for the federal government.
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 History




The outline of the government of the United States is laid out in the Constitution. The government was formed in 1789, making the United States one of the world's first, if not the first, modern national constitutional republics[image: External link].[1]

The United States government is based on the principles of federalism and republicanism, in which power is shared between the federal government and state governments. The interpretation and execution of these principles, including what powers the federal government should have and how those powers can be exercised, have been debated ever since the adoption of the Constitution. Some make the case for expansive federal powers while others argue for a more limited role for the central government in relation to individuals, the states or other recognized entities.

Since the American Civil War, the powers of the federal government have generally expanded greatly, although there have been periods since that time of legislative branch dominance (e.g., the decades immediately following the Civil War) or when states' rights[image: External link] proponents have succeeded in limiting federal power through legislative action, executive prerogative or by constitutional interpretation by the courts.[2][3]

One of the theoretical pillars of the United States Constitution is the idea of "checks and balances[image: External link]" among the powers and responsibilities of the three branches of American government: the executive, the legislative and the judiciary. For example, while the legislative (Congress) has the power to create law, the executive (President) can veto any legislation—an act which, in turn, can be overridden by Congress.[4] The President nominates judges to the nation's highest judiciary authority (Supreme Court), but those nominees must be approved by Congress. The Supreme Court, in its turn, has the power to invalidate as "unconstitutional" any law passed by the Congress. These and other examples are examined in more detail in the text below.
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 Legislative branch




Main article: United States Congress


The United States Congress is the legislative branch of the federal government. It is bicameral[image: External link], comprising the House of Representatives and the Senate.
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 Makeup of Congress
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 House of Representatives




The House currently consists of 435 voting members, each of whom represents a congressional district[image: External link]. The number of representatives each state has in the House is based on each state's population as determined in the most recent United States Census. All 435 representatives serve a two-year term. Each state receives a minimum of one representative in the House. In order to be elected as a representative, an individual must be at least 25 years of age, must have been a U.S. citizen for at least seven years, and must live in the state that he or she represents. There is no limit on the number of terms a representative may serve. In addition to the 435 voting members, there are six non-voting members, consisting of five delegates and one resident commissioner[image: External link]. There is one delegate each from the District of Columbia, Guam[image: External link], the Virgin Islands[image: External link], American Samoa and the Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands[image: External link], and the resident commissioner[image: External link] from Puerto Rico.[5]
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 Senate




In contrast, the Senate is made up of two senators from each state, regardless of population. There are currently 100 senators (two from each of the 50 states), who each serve six-year terms. Approximately one third of the Senate stands for election every two years.
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 Different powers




The House and Senate each have particular exclusive powers. For example, the Senate must approve (give "advice and consent[image: External link]" to) many important Presidential appointments, including cabinet officers, federal judges (including nominees to the Supreme Court), department secretaries (heads of federal executive branch departments), U.S. military and naval officers, and ambassadors to foreign countries. All legislative bills for raising revenue must originate in the House of Representatives. The approval of both chambers is required to pass any legislation, which then may only become law by being signed by the President (or, if the President vetoes the bill, both houses of Congress then re-pass the bill, but by a two-thirds majority[image: External link] of each chamber, in which case the bill becomes law without the President's signature). The powers of Congress are limited to those enumerated in the Constitution; all other powers are reserved to the states and the people. The Constitution also includes the "Necessary and Proper Clause[image: External link]", which grants Congress the power to "make all laws which shall be necessary and proper for carrying into execution the foregoing powers". Members of the House and Senate are elected by first-past-the-post[image: External link] voting in every state except Louisiana[image: External link], and Georgia, which have runoffs[image: External link].
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 Impeachment of federal officers




Congress has the power to remove the President, federal judges, and other federal officers from office. The House of Representatives and Senate have separate roles in this process. The House must first vote to "impeach" the official. Then, a trial is held in the Senate to decide whether the official should be removed from office. Although two presidents have been impeached by the House of Representatives (Andrew Johnson[image: External link] and Bill Clinton[image: External link]), neither of them was removed following trial in the Senate.
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 Congressional procedures




Article I, Section 2, paragraph 2 of the U.S. Constitution gives each chamber the power to "determine the rules of its proceedings". From this provision were created congressional committees[image: External link], which do the work of drafting legislation and conducting congressional investigations into national matters. The 108th Congress[image: External link] (2003–2005) had 19 standing committees in the House and 17 in the Senate, plus four joint permanent committees with members from both houses overseeing the Library of Congress, printing, taxation and the economy. In addition, each house may name special, or select, committees to study specific problems. Today, much of the congressional workload is borne by subcommittees, of which there are some 150.
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 Powers of Congress




Main article: Article One of the United States Constitution


The Constitution grants numerous powers to Congress. Enumerated in Article I, Section 8, these include the powers to levy and collect taxes[image: External link]; to coin money and regulate its value; provide for punishment for counterfeiting; establish post offices and roads, issue patents, create federal courts inferior to the Supreme Court, combat piracies[image: External link] and felonies[image: External link], declare war[image: External link], raise and support armies[image: External link], provide and maintain a navy[image: External link], make rules for the regulation of land and naval forces, provide for, arm and discipline the militia[image: External link], exercise exclusive legislation in the District of Columbia[image: External link], and to make laws necessary to properly execute powers. Over the two centuries since the United States was formed, many disputes have arisen over the limits on the powers of the federal government. These disputes have often been the subject of lawsuits that have ultimately been decided by the United States Supreme Court[image: External link].
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 Congressional oversight




Main article: Congressional oversight[image: External link]


Congressional oversight is intended to prevent waste and fraud, protect civil liberties[image: External link] and individual rights, ensure executive compliance with the law, gather information for making laws and educating the public, and evaluate executive performance.[6]

It applies to cabinet departments, executive agencies, regulatory commissions and the presidency.

Congress's oversight function takes many forms:


	Committee inquiries and hearings

	Formal consultations with and reports from the President


	Senate advice and consent for presidential nominations and for treaties

	House impeachment[image: External link] proceedings and subsequent Senate trials

	House and Senate proceedings under the 25th Amendment[image: External link] in the event that the President becomes disabled or the office of the Vice President falls vacant.

	Informal meetings between legislators and executive officials

	Congressional membership: each state is allocated a number of seats based on its representation (or ostensible representation, in the case of D.C.) in the House of Representatives. Each state is allocated two Senators regardless of its population. As of January 2010, the District of Columbia elects a non-voting representative to the House of Representatives along with American Samoa, the U.S. Virgin Islands, Guam, Puerto Rico and the Northern Mariana Islands.
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 Executive branch




See also: Article Two of the United States Constitution[image: External link] and United States Executive Orders[image: External link]


The executive power in the federal government is vested in the President of the United States,[7] although power is often delegated to the Cabinet[image: External link] members and other officials.[8][9] The President and Vice President are elected as running mates[image: External link] by the Electoral College[image: External link], for which each state, as well as the District of Columbia, is allocated a number of seats based on its representation (or ostensible representation[image: External link], in the case of D.C.) in both houses of Congress.[7][10] The President is limited to a maximum of two four-year terms.[11] If the President has already served two years or more of a term to which some other person was elected, he may only serve one more additional four-year term.[7]
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 President




Main article: President of the United States


The executive branch consists of the President and those to whom the President's powers are delegated. The President is both the head of state[image: External link] and government[image: External link], as well as the military commander-in-chief[image: External link] and chief diplomat[image: External link]. The President, according to the Constitution, must "take care that the laws be faithfully executed", and "preserve, protect and defend the Constitution". The President presides over the executive branch of the federal government, an organization numbering about 5 million people, including 1 million active-duty military personnel and 600,000 postal service employees.

The President may sign legislation passed by Congress into law or may veto[image: External link] it, preventing it from becoming law unless two-thirds of both houses of Congress vote to override the veto. The President may unilaterally sign treaties[image: External link] with foreign nations. However, ratification[image: External link] of international treaties requires a two-thirds majority vote in the Senate. The President may be impeached[image: External link] by a majority in the House and removed from office by a two-thirds majority in the Senate for " treason[image: External link], bribery[image: External link], or other high crimes and misdemeanors[image: External link]". The President may not dissolve Congress[image: External link] or call special elections[image: External link] but does have the power to pardon[image: External link], or release, criminals convicted of offenses against the federal government (except in cases of impeachment), enact executive orders[image: External link], and (with the consent of the Senate) appoint Supreme Court justices and federal judges.
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 Vice President




Main article: Vice President of the United States


The Vice President is the second-highest official in rank of the federal government. The office of the Vice President's duties and powers are established in the legislative branch of the federal government under Article 1, Section 3, Clauses 4 and 5 as the President of the Senate[image: External link]. By virtue of this on-going role, he or she is the head of the Senate. In that capacity, the Vice President is allowed to vote in the Senate, but only when necessary to break a tie vote[image: External link]. Pursuant to the Twelfth Amendment[image: External link], the Vice President presides over the joint session of Congress when it convenes to count the vote of the Electoral College. As first in the U.S. presidential line of succession[image: External link], the Vice President duties and powers move to the executive branch when becoming President upon the death, resignation, or removal of the President, which has happened nine times[image: External link] in U.S. history. Lastly, in the case of a Twenty-fifth Amendment[image: External link] succession event, Vice President would become Acting President, assuming all of the powers and duties of President, except being designated as President. Accordingly, by circumstances, the Constitution designates the Vice President as routinely in the legislative branch, or succeeding to the executive branch as President, or possibly being in both as Acting President pursuant to the Twenty-fifth Amendment[image: External link]. Because of circumstances, the overlapping nature of the duties and powers attributed to the office, the title of the office and other matters, such has generated a spirited scholarly dispute regarding attaching an exclusive branch designation to the office of Vice President.[12][13]
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 Cabinet, executive departments, and agencies




Main articles: Cabinet of the United States, United States federal executive departments, and List of federal agencies in the United States[image: External link]


The day-to-day enforcement and administration of federal laws is in the hands of the various federal executive departments, created by Congress to deal with specific areas of national and international affairs. The heads of the 15 departments, chosen by the President and approved with the "advice and consent" of the U.S. Senate, form a council of advisers generally known as the President's "Cabinet". In addition to departments, a number of staff organizations are grouped into the Executive Office of the President. These include the White House staff, the National Security Council[image: External link], the Office of Management and Budget, the Council of Economic Advisers[image: External link], the Council on Environmental Quality[image: External link], the Office of the U.S. Trade Representative[image: External link], the Office of National Drug Control Policy[image: External link] and the Office of Science and Technology Policy[image: External link]. The employees in these United States government agencies are called federal civil servants[image: External link].

There are also independent agencies such as the United States Postal Service[image: External link], the National Aeronautics and Space Administration[image: External link] (NASA), the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA), the Environmental Protection Agency[image: External link], and the United States Agency for International Development[image: External link]. In addition, there are government-owned corporations[image: External link] such as the Federal Deposit Insurance Corporation[image: External link] and the National Railroad Passenger Corporation[image: External link].
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 Judicial branch




Main articles: Federal judiciary of the United States and United States federal courts[image: External link]


See also: Article Three of the United States Constitution[image: External link]


The Judiciary explains and applies the laws. This branch does this by hearing and eventually making decisions on various legal cases.
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 Overview of the federal judiciary




Article III section I of the Constitution establishes the Supreme Court of the United States and authorizes the United States Congress to establish inferior (i.e., lower) courts as their need shall arise. Section I also establishes a lifetime tenure for all federal judges and states that their compensation may not be diminished during their time in office. Article II section II establishes that all federal judges are to be appointed by the president and confirmed by the United States Senate.

The Judiciary Act of 1789 subdivided the nation jurisdictionally into judicial districts[image: External link] and created federal courts for each district. The three tiered structure of this act established the basic structure of the national judiciary: the Supreme Court, 13 courts of appeals, 94 district courts, and two courts of special jurisdiction. Congress retains the power to re-organize or even abolish federal courts lower than the Supreme Court.

The U.S. Supreme Court adjudicates "cases and controversies[image: External link]"—matters pertaining to the federal government, disputes between states, and interpretation of the United States Constitution, and, in general, can declare legislation or executive action made at any level of the government as unconstitutional[image: External link], nullifying the law and creating precedent[image: External link] for future law and decisions. The United States Constitution does not specifically mention the power of judicial review[image: External link] (the power to declare a law unconstitutional). The power of judicial review was asserted by Chief Justice Marshall[image: External link] in the landmark Supreme Court Case Marbury v. Madison[image: External link] (1803). There have been instances in the past where such declarations have been ignored by the other two branches. Below the U.S. Supreme Court are the United States Courts of Appeals[image: External link], and below them in turn are the United States District Courts, which are the general trial courts for federal law, and for certain controversies between litigants who are not deemed citizens of the same state ("diversity jurisdiction[image: External link]").

There are three levels of federal courts with general jurisdiction, meaning that these courts handle criminal cases and civil lawsuits between individuals. Other courts, such as the bankruptcy courts[image: External link] and the Tax Court[image: External link], are specialized courts handling only certain kinds of cases ("subject matter jurisdiction[image: External link]"). The Bankruptcy Courts are "under" the supervision of the district courts, and, as such, are not considered part of the "Article III[image: External link]" judiciary and also as such their judges do not have lifetime tenure, nor are they Constitutionally exempt from diminution of their remuneration.[14] Also the Tax Court is not an Article III court (but is, instead an "Article I Court").[15]

The district courts are the trial courts wherein cases that are considered under the Judicial Code (Title 28, United States Code) consistent with the jurisdictional precepts of "federal question jurisdiction[image: External link]" and "diversity jurisdiction" and "pendent jurisdiction[image: External link]" can be filed and decided. The district courts can also hear cases under "removal jurisdiction[image: External link]", wherein a case brought in State court meets the requirements for diversity jurisdiction, and one party litigant chooses to "remove" the case from state court to federal court.

The United States Courts of Appeals are appellate courts that hear appeals of cases decided by the district courts, and some direct appeals from administrative agencies, and some interlocutory appeals. The U.S. Supreme Court hears appeals from the decisions of the courts of appeals or state supreme courts, and in addition has original jurisdiction[image: External link] over a few cases.

The judicial power extends to cases arising under the Constitution, an Act of Congress[image: External link]; a U.S. treaty[image: External link]; cases affecting ambassadors[image: External link], ministers[image: External link] and consuls[image: External link] of foreign countries in the U.S.; cases and controversies to which the federal government is a party; controversies between states (or their citizens) and foreign nations (or their citizens or subjects); and bankruptcy cases (collectively "federal-question jurisdiction"). The Eleventh Amendment[image: External link] removed from federal jurisdiction cases in which citizens of one state were the plaintiffs and the government of another state was the defendant. It did not disturb federal jurisdiction in cases in which a state government is a plaintiff and a citizen of another state the defendant.

The power of the federal courts extends both to civil actions for damages and other redress, and to criminal cases arising under federal law. The interplay of the Supremacy Clause and Article III has resulted in a complex set of relationships between state and federal courts. Federal courts can sometimes hear cases arising under state law pursuant to diversity jurisdiction[image: External link], state courts can decide certain matters involving federal law, and a handful of federal claims are primarily reserved by federal statute to the state courts (for example, those arising from the Telephone Consumer Protection Act of 1991[image: External link]). Both court systems thus can be said to have exclusive jurisdiction[image: External link] in some areas and concurrent jurisdiction[image: External link] in others.

The U.S. Constitution safeguards judicial independence by providing that federal judges shall hold office "during good behavior"; in practice, this usually means they serve until they die, retire, or resign. A judge who commits an offense while in office may be impeached[image: External link] in the same way as the President or other officials of the federal government. U.S. judges are appointed by the President, subject to confirmation by the Senate. Another Constitutional provision prohibits Congress from reducing the pay of any Article III judge (Congress is able to set a lower salary for all future judges that take office after the reduction, but may not decrease the rate of pay for judges already in office).
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 Relationships between state and federal courts




Separate from, but not entirely independent of, this federal court system are the court systems of each state, each dealing with, in addition to federal law when not deemed preempted, a state's own laws, and having its own court rules and procedures. Although state governments and the federal government are legally dual sovereigns, the Supreme Court of the United States is in many cases the appellate court from the State Supreme Courts (e.g., absent the Court countenancing the applicability of the doctrine of adequate and independent State grounds[image: External link]). The Supreme Courts of each state[image: External link] are by this doctrine the final authority on the interpretation of the applicable state's laws and Constitution. Many state constitution provisions are equal in breadth to those of the U.S. Constitution, but are considered "parallel" (thus, where, for example, the right to privacy pursuant to a state constitution is broader than the federal right to privacy, and the asserted ground is explicitly held to be "independent", the question can be finally decided in a State Supreme Court—the U.S. Supreme Court will decline to take jurisdiction).

A State Supreme Court, other than of its own accord, is bound only by the U.S. Supreme Court's interpretation of federal law, but is not bound by interpretation of federal law by the federal court of appeals for the federal circuit in which the state is included, or even the federal district courts located in the state, a result of the dual sovereigns concept. Conversely, a federal district court hearing a matter involving only a question of state law (usually through diversity jurisdiction[image: External link]) must apply the substantive law of the state in which the court sits, a result of the application of the Erie Doctrine[image: External link]; however, at the same time, the case is heard under the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure[image: External link], the Federal Rules of Criminal Procedure[image: External link] and the Federal Rules of Evidence[image: External link] instead of state procedural rules (that is, the application of the Erie Doctrine only extends to a requirement that a federal court asserting diversity jurisdiction apply substantive state law, but not procedural state law, which may be different). Together, the laws of the federal and state governments form U.S. law.
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 Elections and voting




Main article: Elections in the United States


Suffrage[image: External link], commonly known as the ability to vote, has changed significantly over time. In the early years of the United States, voting was considered a matter for state governments, and was commonly restricted to white men who owned land. Direct elections were mostly held only for the U.S. House of Representatives and state legislatures, although what specific bodies were elected by the electorate varied from state to state. Under this original system, both senators representing each state in the U.S. Senate were chosen by a majority vote of the state legislature. Since the ratification of the Seventeenth Amendment[image: External link] in 1913, members of both houses of Congress have been directly elected. Today, U.S. citizens have almost universal suffrage[image: External link] under equal protection of the laws[16] from the age of 18,[17] regardless of race,[18] gender,[19] or wealth.[20] The only significant exception to this is the disenfranchisement of convicted felons[image: External link], and in some states former felons as well.

Under the U.S. Constitution, the national representation of U.S. territories and the federal district of Washington, D.C. in Congress is limited: while residents of the District of Columbia are subject to federal laws and federal taxes, their only congressional representative is a non-voting delegate[image: External link]; however, they have been allowed to participate in presidential elections since March 29, 1961.[21] Residents of U.S. territories have varying rights; for example, only some residents of Puerto Rico pay federal income taxes (though all residents must pay all other federal taxes, including import/export taxes, federal commodity taxes and federal payroll taxes[image: External link], including Social Security[image: External link] and Medicare[image: External link]). All federal laws that are "not locally inapplicable" are automatically the law of the land in Puerto Rico but their current representation in the U.S. Congress[image: External link] is in the form of a Resident Commissioner[image: External link], a nonvoting delegate.[22]
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 State, tribal, and local governments




Main articles: State governments of the United States, Tribal sovereignty in the United States[image: External link], and Local government in the United States


The state governments tend to have the greatest influence over most Americans' daily lives. The Tenth Amendment[image: External link] prohibits the federal government from exercising any power not delegated to it by the States in the Constitution; as a result, states handle the majority of issues most relevant to individuals within their jurisdiction. Because state governments are not authorized to print currency, they generally have to raise revenue through either taxes or bonds. As a result, state governments tend to impose severe budget cuts or raise taxes any time the economy is faltering.[23]

Each state has its own written constitution, government and code of laws. The Constitution stipulates only that each state must have, "a Republican Government". Therefore, there are often great differences in law and procedure between individual states, concerning issues such as property, crime, health and education, amongst others. The highest elected official of each state is the Governor[image: External link]. Each state also has an elected state legislature[image: External link] ( bicameralism[image: External link] is a feature of every state except Nebraska), whose members represent the voters of the state. Each state maintains its own state court system. In some states, supreme and lower court justices are elected by the people; in others, they are appointed, as they are in the federal system.

As a result of the Supreme Court case Worcester v. Georgia[image: External link], American Indian tribes[image: External link] are considered "domestic dependent nations" that operate as sovereign[image: External link] governments subject to federal authority but, in some cases, outside of the jurisdiction of state governments. Hundreds of laws, executive orders and court cases have modified the governmental status of tribes vis-à-vis[image: External link] individual states, but the two have continued to be recognized as separate bodies. Tribal governments vary in robustness, from a simple council used to manage all aspects of tribal affairs, to large and complex bureaucracies with several branches of government. Tribes are currently encouraged to form their own governments, with power resting in elected tribal councils, elected tribal chairpersons, or religiously appointed leaders (as is the case with pueblos[image: External link]). Tribal citizenship and voting rights are typically restricted to individuals of native descent, but tribes are free to set whatever citizenship requirements they wish.

The institutions that are responsible for local government within states are typically town, city, or county boards, water management districts, fire management districts, library districts and other similar governmental units which make laws that affect their particular area. These laws concern issues such as traffic, the sale of alcohol and the keeping of animals. The highest elected official of a town or city is usually the mayor[image: External link]. In New England, towns operate in a direct democratic[image: External link] fashion, and in some states, such as Rhode Island, Connecticut, and some parts of Massachusetts, counties have little or no power, existing only as geographic distinctions. In other areas, county governments have more power, such as to collect taxes and maintain law enforcement[image: External link] agencies.
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President of the United States






"POTUS" redirects here. For the political talk radio channel, see P.O.T.U.S. (Sirius XM)[image: External link].

For other uses, see President of the United States (disambiguation)[image: External link]. For a list, see List of Presidents of the United States[image: External link].



	President of the

United States of America



	

Incumbent

Donald Trump[image: External link]

since January 20, 2017





	
Executive Branch of the U.S. Government[image: External link]

Executive Office of the President




	Style[image: External link]
	
Mr. President

(informal)[1][2]

The Honorable[image: External link]

(formal)[3]

His Excellency[image: External link][4][5][6]

(in international correspondence)




	Member of
	
Cabinet

Domestic Policy Council[image: External link]

National Economic Council[image: External link]
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The President of the United States (informally referred to as "POTUS")[8][note 2] is the head of state[image: External link] and head of government[image: External link] of the United States. The president directs the executive branch[image: External link] of the federal government and is the commander-in-chief[image: External link] of the United States Armed Forces[image: External link].

The president is considered to be one of the world's most powerful political figures, as the leader of the only contemporary global superpower[image: External link].[9][10][11][12] The role includes being the commander-in-chief of the world's most expensive military[image: External link] with the second largest nuclear arsenal[image: External link] and leading the nation with the largest economy by nominal GDP[image: External link]. The office of President holds significant hard[image: External link] and soft power[image: External link] both domestically and abroad.

Article II of the U.S. Constitution[image: External link] vests the executive power of the United States in the president. The power includes execution of federal law, alongside the responsibility of appointing federal executive, diplomatic, regulatory and judicial officers, and concluding treaties with foreign powers with the advice and consent[image: External link] of the Senate. The president is further empowered to grant federal pardons and reprieves[image: External link], and to convene and adjourn either or both houses of Congress under extraordinary circumstances.[13] The president is largely responsible for dictating the legislative agenda of the party to which the president is a member. The president also directs the foreign and domestic policy of the United States.[14] Since the office of President was established in 1789, its power has grown substantially, as has the power of the federal government as a whole.[15]

The president is indirectly elected[image: External link] by the people through the Electoral College[image: External link] to a four-year term, and is one of only two nationally elected federal officers, the other being the Vice President of the United States.[16] However, nine vice presidents have assumed the presidency without having been elected to the office, by virtue of a president's intra-term death or resignation.[note 3]

The Twenty-second Amendment[image: External link] (adopted in 1951) prohibits anyone from being elected president for a third term. It also prohibits a person from being elected to the presidency more than once if that person previously had served as president, or acting president[image: External link], for more than two years of another person's term as president. In all, 44 individuals[image: External link] have served 45 presidencies (counting Grover Cleveland[image: External link]'s two non-consecutive terms separately) spanning 57 full four-year terms.[17] On January 20, 2017, Donald Trump[image: External link] was sworn in[image: External link] as the 45th and current president.
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 Origin




In 1776, the Thirteen Colonies, acting through the Second Continental Congress, declared political independence from Great Britain[image: External link] during the American Revolution. The new states, though independent of each other as nation states[image: External link],[18] recognized the necessity of closely coordinating their efforts against the British.[19] Desiring to avoid anything that remotely resembled a monarchy[image: External link], Congress negotiated the Articles of Confederation[image: External link] to establish a weak alliance between the states.[18] As a central authority, Congress under the Articles was without any legislative power; it could make its own resolutions, determinations, and regulations, but not any laws, nor any taxes or local commercial regulations enforceable upon citizens.[19] This institutional design reflected the conception of how Americans believed the deposed British system of Crown[image: External link] and Parliament[image: External link] ought to have functioned with respect to the royal dominion[image: External link]: a superintending body for matters that concerned the entire empire.[19] Out from under any monarchy, the states assigned some formerly royal prerogatives[image: External link] (e.g., making war, receiving ambassadors, etc.) to Congress, while severally lodging the rest within their own respective state governments. Only after all the states agreed to a resolution settling competing western land claims did the Articles take effect on March 1, 1781, when Maryland became the final state to ratify them.

In 1783, the Treaty of Paris[image: External link] secured independence for each of the former colonies. With peace at hand, the states each turned toward their own internal affairs.[18] By 1786, Americans found their continental borders besieged and weak, their respective economies in crises as neighboring states agitated trade rivalries with one another, witnessed their hard currency[image: External link] pouring into foreign markets to pay for imports, their Mediterranean[image: External link] commerce preyed upon by North African[image: External link] pirates[image: External link], and their foreign-financed Revolutionary War debts unpaid and accruing interest.[18] Civil and political unrest loomed.

Following the successful resolution of commercial and fishing disputes between Virginia[image: External link] and Maryland at the Mount Vernon Conference in 1785, Virginia called for a trade conference between all the states, set for September 1786 in Annapolis, Maryland, with an aim toward resolving further-reaching interstate commercial antagonisms. When the convention[image: External link] failed for lack of attendance due to suspicions among most of the other states, Alexander Hamilton led the Annapolis delegates in a call for a convention to offer revisions to the Articles, to be held the next spring in Philadelphia. Prospects for the next convention appeared bleak until James Madison and Edmund Randolph[image: External link] succeeded in securing George Washington's attendance to Philadelphia as a delegate for Virginia.[18][20]

When the Constitutional Convention convened in May 1787, the 12 state delegations in attendance (Rhode Island did not send delegates) brought with them an accumulated experience over a diverse set of institutional arrangements between legislative and executive branches from within their respective state governments. Most states maintained a weak executive without veto or appointment powers, elected annually by the legislature to a single term only, sharing power with an executive council, and countered by a strong legislature.[18] New York[image: External link] offered the greatest exception, having a strong, unitary governor with veto and appointment power elected to a three-year term, and eligible for reelection to an indefinite number of terms thereafter.[18] It was through the closed-door negotiations at Philadelphia that the presidency framed in the U.S. Constitution emerged.
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 Powers and duties





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Article I legislative role




The first power the Constitution confers upon the president is the veto[image: External link]. The Presentment Clause[image: External link] requires any bill passed by Congress to be presented to the president before it can become law. Once the legislation has been presented, the president has three options:


	Sign the legislation; the bill then becomes law.

	Veto the legislation and return it to Congress, expressing any objections; the bill does not become law, unless each house of Congress votes to override the veto by a two-thirds vote.

	Take no action. In this instance, the president neither signs nor vetoes the legislation. After 10 days, not counting Sundays, two possible outcomes emerge:

	If Congress is still convened, the bill becomes law.

	If Congress has adjourned, thus preventing the return of the legislation, the bill does not become law. This latter outcome is known as the pocket veto[image: External link].







In 1996, Congress attempted to enhance the president's veto power with the Line Item Veto Act[image: External link]. The legislation empowered the president to sign any spending bill into law while simultaneously striking certain spending items within the bill, particularly any new spending, any amount of discretionary spending, or any new limited tax benefit. Congress could then repass that particular item. If the president then vetoed the new legislation, Congress could override the veto by its ordinary means, a two-thirds vote in both houses. In Clinton v. City of New York[image: External link], 524[image: External link] U.S. 417[image: External link] (1998), the U.S. Supreme Court ruled such a legislative alteration of the veto power to be unconstitutional.
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 War and foreign affairs powers




Perhaps the most important of all presidential powers is the command of the United States Armed Forces[image: External link] as its commander-in-chief[image: External link]. While the power to declare war is constitutionally vested in Congress, the president has ultimate responsibility for direction and disposition of the military. The present-day operational command of the Armed Forces (belonging to the Department of Defense[image: External link]) is normally exercised through the Secretary of Defense[image: External link], with assistance of the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff[image: External link], to the Combatant Commands[image: External link], as outlined in the presidentially approved Unified Command Plan (UCP).[21][22][23] The framers of the Constitution took care to limit the president's powers regarding the military; Alexander Hamilton explains this in Federalist No. 69[image: External link]:


The President is to be commander-in-chief of the army and navy of the United States. ... It would amount to nothing more than the supreme command and direction of the military and naval forces ... while that [the power] of the British king[image: External link] extends to the DECLARING of war and to the RAISING and REGULATING of fleets and armies, all [of] which ... would appertain to the legislature.[24] [Emphasis in the original.]



Congress, pursuant to the War Powers Resolution[image: External link], must authorize any troop deployments longer than 60 days, although that process relies on triggering mechanisms that have never been employed, rendering it ineffectual.[25] Additionally, Congress provides a check to presidential military power through its control over military spending and regulation. While historically presidents initiated the process for going to war,[26][27] critics have charged that there have been several conflicts in which presidents did not get official declarations, including Theodore Roosevelt[image: External link]'s military move into Panama in 1903,[26] the Korean War,[26] the Vietnam War,[26] and the invasions of Grenada in 1983[28] and Panama in 1990.[29]

Along with the armed forces, the president also directs U.S. foreign policy[image: External link]. Through the Department of State[image: External link] and the Department of Defense, the president is responsible for the protection of Americans abroad and of foreign nationals in the United States. The president decides whether to recognize new nations and new governments, and negotiates treaties with other nations, which become binding on the United States when approved by two-thirds vote of the Senate.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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The president is the head of the executive branch of the federal government and is constitutionally obligated[image: External link] to "take care that the laws be faithfully executed".[30] The executive branch has over four million employees, including members of the military.[31]

Presidents make numerous executive branch appointments: an incoming president may make up to 6,000 before taking office and 8,000 more while serving. Ambassadors[image: External link], members of the Cabinet, and other federal officers, are all appointed by a president with the "advice and consent[image: External link]" of a majority of the Senate. When the Senate is in recess for at least ten days, the president may make recess appointments[image: External link].[32] Recess appointments are temporary and expire at the end of the next session of the Senate.

The power of a president to fire executive officials has long been a contentious political issue. Generally, a president may remove purely executive officials at will.[33] However, Congress can curtail and constrain a president's authority to fire commissioners of independent regulatory agencies and certain inferior executive officers by statute.[34]

The president additionally possesses the ability to direct much of the executive branch through executive orders[image: External link] that are grounded in federal law or constitutionally granted executive power. Executive orders are reviewable by federal courts and can be superseded by federal legislation.

To manage the growing federal bureaucracy, Presidents have gradually surrounded themselves with many layers of staff, who were eventually organized into the Executive Office of the President of the United States. Within the Executive Office, the President's innermost layer of aides (and their assistants) are located in the White House Office[image: External link].


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Juridical powers




The president also has the power to nominate federal judges[image: External link], including members of the United States courts of appeals and the Supreme Court of the United States. However, these nominations require Senate confirmation. Securing Senate approval can provide a major obstacle for presidents who wish to orient the federal judiciary toward a particular ideological stance. When nominating judges to U.S. district courts, presidents often respect the long-standing tradition of senatorial courtesy[image: External link]. Presidents may also grant pardons[image: External link] and reprieves (Bill Clinton pardoned Patty Hearst[image: External link] on his last day in office), as is often done just before the end of a presidential term, but not without controversy.[35][36][37]

Historically, two doctrines concerning executive power have developed that enable the president to exercise executive power with a degree of autonomy. The first is executive privilege[image: External link], which allows the president to withhold from disclosure any communications made directly to the president in the performance of executive duties. George Washington first claimed privilege when Congress requested to see Chief Justice[image: External link] John Jay[image: External link]'s notes from an unpopular treaty negotiation with Great Britain[image: External link]. While not enshrined in the Constitution, or any other law, Washington's action created the precedent for the privilege. When Richard Nixon[image: External link] tried to use executive privilege as a reason for not turning over subpoenaed evidence to Congress during the Watergate scandal, the Supreme Court ruled in United States v. Nixon[image: External link], 418[image: External link] U.S. 683[image: External link] (1974), that executive privilege did not apply in cases where a president was attempting to avoid criminal prosecution. When President Bill Clinton[image: External link] attempted to use executive privilege regarding the Lewinsky scandal[image: External link], the Supreme Court ruled in Clinton v. Jones[image: External link], 520[image: External link] U.S. 681[image: External link] (1997), that the privilege also could not be used in civil suits. These cases established the legal precedent[image: External link] that executive privilege is valid, although the exact extent of the privilege has yet to be clearly defined. Additionally, federal courts have allowed this privilege to radiate outward and protect other executive branch employees, but have weakened that protection for those executive branch communications that do not involve the president.[38]

The state secrets privilege[image: External link] allows the president and the executive branch to withhold information or documents from discovery[image: External link] in legal proceedings if such release would harm national security. Precedent for the privilege arose early in the 19th century when Thomas Jefferson refused to release military documents in the treason[image: External link] trial of Aaron Burr[image: External link] and again in Totten v. United States[image: External link] 92[image: External link] U.S. 105[image: External link] (1876), when the Supreme Court dismissed a case brought by a former Union spy.[39] However, the privilege was not formally recognized by the U.S. Supreme Court until United States v. Reynolds[image: External link] 345[image: External link] U.S. 1[image: External link] (1953), where it was held to be a common law[image: External link] evidentiary[image: External link] privilege.[40] Before the September 11 attacks[image: External link], use of the privilege had been rare, but increasing in frequency.[41] Since 2001, the government has asserted the privilege in more cases and at earlier stages of the litigation, thus in some instances causing dismissal of the suits before reaching the merits of the claims, as in the Ninth Circuit[image: External link]'s ruling in Mohamed v. Jeppesen Dataplan, Inc.[image: External link][40][42][43] Critics of the privilege claim its use has become a tool for the government to cover up illegal or embarrassing government actions.[44][45]
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 Legislative facilitator




The Constitution's Ineligibility Clause[image: External link] prevents the President (and all other executive officers) from simultaneously being a member of Congress. Therefore, the president cannot directly introduce legislative proposals[image: External link] for consideration in Congress. However, the president can take an indirect role in shaping legislation, especially if the president's political party has a majority in one or both houses of Congress. For example, the president or other officials of the executive branch may draft legislation and then ask senators or representatives to introduce these drafts into Congress. The president can further influence the legislative branch through constitutionally mandated, periodic reports to Congress. These reports may be either written or oral, but today are given as the State of the Union[image: External link] address, which often outlines the president's legislative proposals for the coming year. Additionally, the president may attempt to have Congress alter proposed legislation by threatening to veto that legislation unless requested changes are made.

In the 20th century critics began charging that too many legislative and budgetary powers have slid into the hands of presidents that should belong to Congress. As the head of the executive branch, presidents control a vast array of agencies[image: External link] that can issue regulations with little oversight from Congress. One critic charged that presidents could appoint a "virtual army of 'czars' – each wholly unaccountable to Congress yet tasked with spearheading major policy efforts for the White House".[46] Presidents have been criticized for making signing statements[image: External link] when signing congressional legislation about how they understand a bill or plan to execute it.[47] This practice has been criticized by the American Bar Association as unconstitutional.[48] Conservative commentator George Will[image: External link] wrote of an "increasingly swollen executive branch" and "the eclipse of Congress".[49]

According to Article II, Section 3, Clause 2[image: External link] of the Constitution, the president may convene either or both houses of Congress. If both houses cannot agree on a date of adjournment, the president may appoint a date for Congress to adjourn.
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 Ceremonial roles




As head of state, the president can fulfill traditions established by previous presidents. William Howard Taft[image: External link] started the tradition of throwing out the ceremonial first pitch[image: External link] in 1910 at Griffith Stadium[image: External link], Washington, D.C., on the Washington Senators[image: External link]' Opening Day[image: External link]. Every president since Taft, except for Jimmy Carter[image: External link], threw out at least one ceremonial first ball or pitch for Opening Day, the All-Star Game[image: External link], or the World Series[image: External link], usually with much fanfare.[50]

The President of the United States has served as the honorary president of the Boy Scouts of America[image: External link] since the founding of the organization.[51]

Other presidential traditions are associated with American holidays. Rutherford B. Hayes[image: External link] began in 1878 the first White House egg rolling[image: External link] for local children.[52] Beginning in 1947 during the Harry S. Truman[image: External link] administration, every Thanksgiving[image: External link] the president is presented with a live domestic turkey during the annual National Thanksgiving Turkey Presentation[image: External link] held at the White House. Since 1989, when the custom of "pardoning" the turkey was formalized by George H. W. Bush[image: External link], the turkey has been taken to a farm where it will live out the rest of its natural life.[53]

Presidential traditions also involve the president's role as head of government. Many outgoing presidents since James Buchanan[image: External link] traditionally give advice to their successor during the presidential transition[image: External link].[54] Ronald Reagan[image: External link] and his successors have also left a private message on the desk of the Oval Office on Inauguration Day[image: External link] for the incoming president.[55]

During a state visit by a foreign head of state, the president typically hosts a State Arrival Ceremony[image: External link] held on the South Lawn[image: External link], a custom begun by John F. Kennedy[image: External link] in 1961.[56] This is followed by a state dinner[image: External link] given by the president which is held in the State Dining Room[image: External link] later in the evening.[57]

The modern presidency holds the president as one of the nation's premier celebrities. Some argue that images of the presidency have a tendency to be manipulated by administration public relations[image: External link] officials as well as by presidents themselves. One critic described the presidency as "propagandized leadership" which has a "mesmerizing power surrounding the office".[58] Administration public relations managers staged carefully crafted photo-ops[image: External link] of smiling presidents with smiling crowds for television cameras.[59] One critic wrote the image of John F. Kennedy[image: External link] was described as carefully framed "in rich detail" which "drew on the power of myth" regarding the incident of PT 109[image: External link][60] and wrote that Kennedy understood how to use images to further his presidential ambitions.[61] As a result, some political commentators have opined that American voters have unrealistic expectations of presidents: voters expect a president to "drive the economy, vanquish enemies, lead the free world, comfort tornado victims, heal the national soul and protect borrowers from hidden credit-card fees".[62]
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 Critics of presidency's evolution




Main articles: Imperial Presidency[image: External link] and Imperiled presidency[image: External link]


Most of the nation's Founding Fathers expected the Congress, which was the first branch of government described in the Constitution, to be the dominant branch of government; they did not expect a strong executive.[63] However, presidential power has shifted over time, which has resulted in claims that the modern presidency has become too powerful,[64][65] unchecked, unbalanced,[66] and "monarchist" in nature.[67] Critic Dana D. Nelson[image: External link] believes presidents over the past thirty years have worked towards "undivided presidential control of the executive branch and its agencies".[68] She criticizes proponents of the unitary executive[image: External link] for expanding "the many existing uncheckable executive powers – such as executive orders, decrees, memorandums, proclamations, national security directives and legislative signing statements – that already allow presidents to enact a good deal of foreign and domestic policy without aid, interference or consent from Congress".[68] Activist Bill Wilson[image: External link] opined that the expanded presidency was "the greatest threat ever to individual freedom and democratic rule".[69]
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See also: Age of candidacy[image: External link] and Natural-born-citizen clause[image: External link]


Article II, Section 1, Clause 5[image: External link] of the Constitution sets the following qualifications for holding the presidency:


	be a natural-born citizen of the United States;[note 4]


	be at least thirty-five years old;

	be a resident in the United States[image: External link] for at least fourteen years.



A person who meets the above qualifications is still disqualified from holding the office of president under any of the following conditions:


	Under the Twenty-second Amendment[image: External link], no person can be elected president more than twice. The amendment also specifies that if any eligible person serves as president or acting president for more than two years of a term for which some other eligible person was elected president, the former can only be elected president once. Scholars disagree over whether a person precluded by the Twenty-second Amendment to being elected president is also precluded from being vice president.[70]


	Under Article I, Section 3, Clause 7[image: External link], upon conviction in impeachment cases, the Senate has the option of disqualifying convicted individuals from holding federal office, including that of president.[71]


	Under Section 3 of the Fourteenth Amendment[image: External link], no person who swore an oath to support the Constitution, and later rebelled against the United States, can become president. However, this disqualification can be lifted by a two-thirds vote of each house of Congress.
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 Campaigns and nomination




Main articles: United States presidential primary[image: External link], United States presidential nominating convention[image: External link], United States presidential election debates[image: External link], and United States presidential election[image: External link]


The modern presidential campaign begins before the primary elections[image: External link], which the two major political parties use to clear the field of candidates before their national nominating conventions[image: External link], where the most successful candidate is made the party's nominee for president. Typically, the party's presidential candidate chooses a vice presidential nominee, and this choice is rubber-stamped[image: External link] by the convention. The most common previous profession of U.S. presidents is lawyer.[72]

Nominees participate in nationally televised debates[image: External link], and while the debates are usually restricted to the Democratic[image: External link] and Republican[image: External link] nominees, third party candidates may be invited, such as Ross Perot[image: External link] in the 1992 debates. Nominees campaign across the country to explain their views, convince voters and solicit contributions. Much of the modern electoral process is concerned with winning swing states[image: External link] through frequent visits and mass media[image: External link] advertising drives.
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 Election and oath




Main articles: Electoral College (United States)[image: External link] and Oath of office of the President of the United States[image: External link]


The president is elected indirectly[image: External link]. A number of electors, collectively known as the Electoral College, officially select the president. On Election Day[image: External link], voters in each of the states and the District of Columbia cast ballots for these electors. Each state is allocated a number of electors, equal to the size of its delegation in both Houses of Congress combined. Generally, the ticket that wins the most votes in a state wins all of that state's electoral votes and thus has its slate of electors chosen to vote in the Electoral College.

The winning slate of electors meet at its state's capital on the first Monday after the second Wednesday in December, about six weeks after the election, to vote. They then send a record of that vote to Congress. The vote of the electors is opened by the sitting vice president—acting in that role's capacity as President of the Senate[image: External link]—and read aloud to a joint session[image: External link] of the incoming Congress, which was elected at the same time as the president.

Pursuant to the Twentieth Amendment[image: External link], the president's term of office begins at noon on January 20 of the year following the election. This date, known as Inauguration Day, marks the beginning of the four-year terms of both the president and the vice president. Before executing the powers of the office, a president is constitutionally required to take the presidential oath[image: External link]:


I do solemnly swear (or affirm[image: External link]) that I will faithfully execute the Office of President of the United States, and will to the best of my Ability, preserve, protect and defend the Constitution of the United States.[73]



Although not required, presidents have traditionally palmed a Bible[image: External link] while swearing the oath and have added, "So help me God!" to the end of the oath.[74] Further, although the oath may be administered by any person authorized by law to administer oaths, presidents are traditionally sworn in by the Chief Justice of the United States[image: External link].
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 Tenure and term limits




The term of office for president and vice president is four years. George Washington, the first president, set an unofficial precedent of serving only two terms. Before Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link], Ulysses S. Grant and Theodore Roosevelt[image: External link] each unsuccessfully sought a third term. In 1940, Franklin D. Roosevelt was elected to a third term after being " drafted[image: External link]" by his party[image: External link]. In 1941, the United States entered World War II, leading voters to elect Roosevelt to a fourth term in 1944. Roosevelt died on April 12, 1945, 82 days into his fourth term.

After the war, and in response to Roosevelt being elected to third and fourth terms, the Twenty-second Amendment[image: External link] was adopted. The amendment bars anyone from being elected president more than twice, or once if that person served more than half of another president's term. Harry S. Truman[image: External link], president when this amendment was adopted, was exempted from its limitations and briefly sought a third (a second full) term before withdrawing from the 1952 election[image: External link].

Since the amendment's adoption, five presidents have served two full terms: Dwight D. Eisenhower[image: External link], Ronald Reagan[image: External link], Bill Clinton[image: External link], George W. Bush[image: External link] and Barack Obama[image: External link]. Jimmy Carter[image: External link] and George H. W. Bush[image: External link] sought a second term, but were defeated. Richard Nixon[image: External link] was elected to a second term, but resigned before completing it. Lyndon B. Johnson[image: External link] was the only president under the amendment to be eligible to serve more than two terms in total, having served for only fourteen months following John F. Kennedy's assassination[image: External link]. However, Johnson withdrew from the 1968 Democratic Primary[image: External link], surprising many Americans. Gerald Ford[image: External link] sought a full term, after serving out the last two years and five months of Nixon's second term, but was not elected.
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 Succession, vacancy or disability




See also: Twenty-fifth Amendment to the United States Constitution[image: External link], United States presidential line of succession[image: External link], Presidential Succession Act[image: External link], and Impeachment in the United States[image: External link]


Succession to or vacancies in the office of President may arise under several possible circumstances: death, resignation and removal from office[image: External link].

Article II, Section 4[image: External link] of the Constitution allows the House of Representatives to impeach high federal officials, including the president, for "treason, bribery, or other high crimes and misdemeanors." Article I, Section 3, Clause 6[image: External link] gives the Senate the power to remove impeached officials from office, given a two-thirds vote to convict. The House has thus far impeached two presidents: Andrew Johnson[image: External link] in 1868 and Bill Clinton[image: External link] in 1998. Neither was subsequently convicted by the Senate; however, Johnson was acquitted by just one vote.

Under Section 3 of the Twenty-fifth Amendment, the president may transfer the presidential powers and duties to the vice president, who then becomes acting president[image: External link], by transmitting a statement to the Speaker of the House and the President pro tempore of the Senate stating the reasons for the transfer. The president resumes the discharge of the presidential powers and duties upon transmitting, to those two officials, a written declaration stating that resumption. This transfer of power may occur for any reason the president considers appropriate; in 2002 and again in 2007, President George W. Bush[image: External link] briefly transferred presidential authority to Vice President Dick Cheney[image: External link]. In both cases, this was done to accommodate a medical procedure which required Bush to be sedated; both times, Bush returned to duty later the same day.[75]

Under Section 4 of the Twenty-fifth Amendment, the vice president, in conjunction with a majority of the Cabinet, may transfer the presidential powers and duties from the president to the vice president by transmitting a written declaration to the Speaker of the House and the president pro tempore of the Senate that the president is unable to discharge the presidential powers and duties. If this occurs, then the vice president will assume the presidential powers and duties as acting president; however, the president can declare that no such inability exists and resume the discharge of the presidential powers and duties. If the vice president and Cabinet contest this claim, it is up to Congress, which must meet within two days if not already in session, to decide the merit of the claim.

The United States Constitution mentions the resignation of the president, but does not regulate its form or the conditions for its validity. Pursuant to federal law, the only valid evidence of the president's resignation is a written instrument to that effect, signed by the president and delivered to the office of the Secretary of State.[76] This has only occurred once, when Richard Nixon[image: External link] delivered a letter to Henry Kissinger[image: External link] to that effect.

Section 1 of the Twenty-fifth Amendment states that the vice president becomes president upon the removal from office, death or resignation of the preceding president. The Presidential Succession Act of 1947 provides that if the offices of President and Vice President are each either vacant or are held by a disabled person, the next officer in the presidential line of succession[image: External link], the Speaker of the House, becomes acting president. The line then extends to the President pro tempore of the Senate, followed by every member of the Cabinet. These persons must fulfill all eligibility requirements of the office of President to be eligible to become acting president; ineligible individuals are skipped.
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 Political affiliation




Throughout most of its history, politics of the United States have been dominated by political parties[image: External link]. Political parties had not been anticipated when the U.S. Constitution was drafted in 1787, nor did they exist at the time of the first presidential election[image: External link] in 1788–1789. Organized political parties developed in the U.S. in the mid–1790s, but political factions, from which organized parties evolved, began to appear almost immediately after the Federal government came into existence. Those who supported the Washington administration were referred to as "pro-administration" and would eventually form the Federalist Party, while those in opposition joined the emerging Democratic-Republican Party[image: External link].[77]

Greatly concerned about the very real capacity of political parties to destroy the fragile unity holding the nation together, Washington remained unaffiliated with any political faction or party throughout his eight-year presidency. He was, and remains, the only U.S. president never to be affiliated with a political party.[78] Since George Washington, 43 persons have been sworn into office as President, and all have been affiliated with a political party at the time they assumed office. The number of presidents per political party are:


	19 with the Republican[image: External link] Party – Chester A. Arthur[image: External link], George H. W. Bush[image: External link], George W. Bush[image: External link], Calvin Coolidge[image: External link], Dwight D. Eisenhower[image: External link], Gerald Ford[image: External link], James A. Garfield[image: External link], Ulysses S. Grant, Warren G. Harding[image: External link], Benjamin Harrison[image: External link], Rutherford B. Hayes[image: External link], Herbert Hoover[image: External link], Abraham Lincoln, William McKinley[image: External link], Richard Nixon[image: External link], Ronald Reagan[image: External link], Theodore Roosevelt[image: External link], William Howard Taft[image: External link], and Donald Trump[image: External link]


	14 with the Democratic[image: External link] Party – James Buchanan[image: External link], Jimmy Carter[image: External link], Grover Cleveland[image: External link], Bill Clinton[image: External link], Andrew Jackson[image: External link], Lyndon B. Johnson[image: External link], John F. Kennedy[image: External link], Barack Obama[image: External link], Franklin Pierce[image: External link], James K. Polk[image: External link], Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link], Harry S. Truman[image: External link], Martin Van Buren[image: External link], and Woodrow Wilson[image: External link]


	Four with the Democratic-Republican[image: External link] Party – John Quincy Adams[image: External link], Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, and James Monroe[image: External link]


	Four with the Whig[image: External link] Party – Millard Fillmore[image: External link], William Henry Harrison[image: External link], Zachary Taylor[image: External link], and John Tyler[image: External link]


	One with the Federalist Party – John Adams[79]


	One with the National Union Party[image: External link] – Andrew Johnson[image: External link]
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 Compensation






	Presidential pay history



	Date established
	Salary
	Salary in 2016

dollars



	September 24, 1789
	$25,000
	$702,755



	March 3, 1873
	$50,000
	$1,032,868



	March 4, 1909
	$75,000
	$2,045,483



	January 19, 1949
	$100,000
	$1,008,433



	January 20, 1969
	$200,000
	$1,307,940



	January 20, 2001
	$400,000
	$542,082



	Sources:[80][81][82]





Since 2001, the president has earned a $400,000 annual salary, along with a $50,000 annual expense account, a $100,000 nontaxable travel account, and $19,000 for entertainment.[83][84] The most recent raise in salary was approved by Congress and President Bill Clinton[image: External link] in 1999 and went into effect in 2001.

The White House in Washington, D.C., serves as the official place of residence for the president. As well as access to the White House staff, facilities available to the president include medical care, recreation, housekeeping, and security services. The government pays for state dinners and other official functions, but the president pays for personal, family and guest dry cleaning and food; the high food bill often amazes new residents.[85] Naval Support Facility Thurmont, popularly known as Camp David[image: External link], is a mountain-based military camp in Frederick County, Maryland, used as a country retreat and for high alert protection of the president and guests. Blair House[image: External link], located next to the Eisenhower Executive Office Building at the White House Complex and Lafayette Park[image: External link], is a complex of four connected townhouses exceeding 70,000 square feet (6,500 m2) of floor space which serves as the president's official guest house and as a secondary residence for the president if needed.[86]

For ground travel, the president uses the presidential state car[image: External link], which is an armored limousine[image: External link] built on a heavily modified Cadillac[image: External link]-based chassis[image: External link].[87] One of two identical Boeing VC-25[image: External link] aircraft, which are extensively modified versions of Boeing 747[image: External link]-200B airliners, serve as long distance travel for the president and are referred to as Air Force One[image: External link] while the president is on board (although any U.S. Air Force aircraft the President is aboard is designated as "Air Force One" for the duration of the flight). In-country trips are typically handled with just one of the two planes while overseas trips are handled with both, one primary and one backup. Any civilian aircraft the President is aboard is designated Executive One[image: External link] for the flight.[88][89] The president also has access to a fleet of thirty-five U.S. Marine Corps helicopters of varying models, designated Marine One[image: External link] when the president is aboard any particular one in the fleet. Flights are typically handled with as many as five helicopters all flying together and frequently swapping positions as to disguise which helicopter the President is actually aboard to any would-be threats.

The U.S. Secret Service[image: External link] is charged with protecting the sitting president and the first family[image: External link]. As part of their protection, presidents, first ladies[image: External link], their children and other immediate family members, and other prominent persons and locations are assigned Secret Service codenames[image: External link].[90] The use of such names was originally for security purposes and dates to a time when sensitive electronic communications were not routinely encrypted[image: External link]; today, the names simply serve for purposes of brevity, clarity, and tradition.[91]
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 Post-presidency




See also: Post-presidency of Ulysses S. Grant[image: External link] and Post-presidency of Bill Clinton[image: External link]


Under the Former Presidents Act[image: External link], all living former presidents are granted a pension, an office, and a staff. The pension has increased numerous times with Congressional approval. Retired presidents now receive a pension based on the salary of the current administration's cabinet secretaries, which was $199,700 each year in 2012.[92] Former presidents who served in Congress may also collect congressional pensions[image: External link].[93] The act also provides former presidents with travel funds and franking[image: External link] privileges. Prior to 1997, all former presidents, their spouses, and their children until age 16 were protected by the Secret Service until the president's death.[94][95] In 1997, Congress passed legislation limiting secret service protection to no more than 10 years from the date a president leaves office.[96] On January 10, 2013, President Obama signed legislation reinstating lifetime secret service protection for him, George W. Bush[image: External link], and all subsequent presidents.[97] A spouse who remarries is no longer eligible for secret service protection.[96]

Some presidents have had significant careers after leaving office. Prominent examples include William Howard Taft[image: External link]'s tenure as Chief Justice of the United States[image: External link] and Herbert Hoover[image: External link]'s work on government reorganization after World War II. Grover Cleveland[image: External link], whose bid for reelection failed in 1888, was elected president again four years later in 1892. Two former presidents served in Congress after leaving the White House: John Quincy Adams[image: External link] was elected to the House of Representatives, serving there for seventeen years, and Andrew Johnson[image: External link] returned to the Senate in 1875. John Tyler[image: External link] served in the provisional Congress of the Confederate States[image: External link] during the Civil War and was elected to the Confederate House of Representatives, but died before that body first met.

Presidents may use their predecessors as emissaries to deliver private messages to other nations or as official representatives of the United States to state funerals and other important foreign events.[98][99] Richard Nixon[image: External link] made multiple foreign trips to countries including China and Russia and was lauded as an elder statesman.[100] Jimmy Carter[image: External link] has become a global human rights[image: External link] campaigner, international arbiter, and election monitor, as well as a recipient of the Nobel Peace Prize[image: External link]. Bill Clinton[image: External link] has also worked as an informal ambassador, most recently in the negotiations that led to the release of two American journalists[image: External link], Laura Ling[image: External link] and Euna Lee[image: External link], from North Korea[image: External link]. Clinton has also been active politically since his presidential term ended, working with his wife Hillary[image: External link] on her 2008[image: External link] and 2016[image: External link] presidential bids and President Obama on his 2012 reelection campaign[image: External link].



	Living former presidents[image: External link]



	


	






	

Jimmy Carter[image: External link] (age 92)

since 1981[image: External link] 








	






	

George H. W. Bush[image: External link] (age 93)

since 1993[image: External link] 








	






	

Bill Clinton[image: External link] (age 70)

since 2001[image: External link] 








	






	

George W. Bush[image: External link] (age 70)

since 2009[image: External link] 








	






	

Barack Obama[image: External link] (age 55)

since 2017[image: External link] 
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 Presidential libraries




Main article: Presidential library[image: External link]


Since Herbert Hoover[image: External link], each president has created a repository[image: External link] known as a presidential library[image: External link] for preserving and making available his papers, records and other documents and materials. Completed libraries are deeded to and maintained by the National Archives and Records Administration (NARA); the initial funding for building and equipping each library must come from private, non-federal sources.[101] There are currently thirteen presidential libraries in the NARA system. There are also presidential libraries maintained by state governments and private foundations and Universities of Higher Education, such as the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum[image: External link], which is run by the State of Illinois, the George H.W. Bush Presidential Library and Museum[image: External link], which is run by Texas A&M University[image: External link] and the Lyndon Baines Johnson Presidential Library and Museum[image: External link], which is run by the University of Texas at Austin[image: External link].

As many presidents live for many years after leaving office, several of them have personally overseen the building and opening of their own presidential libraries, some even making arrangements for their own burial at the site. Several presidential libraries therefore contain the graves of the president they document, such as the Richard Nixon Presidential Library and Museum[image: External link] in Yorba Linda, California[image: External link] and the Ronald Reagan Presidential Library[image: External link] in Simi Valley, California[image: External link]. The graves are viewable by the general public visiting these libraries.
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 Timeline of presidents




Main article: List of Presidents of the United States § List of presidents[image: External link]
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 Presidential administrations







Presidencies of the United States[image: External link]




United States Executive Cabinet members by presidential administration[image: External link]




United States government personnel by presidential administration[image: External link]




United States presidential administration controversies[image: External link]




United States presidential administration timelines[image: External link]





  Presidency of John Adams[image: External link]






  Presidency of John Quincy Adams[image: External link]






  Presidency of Chester A. Arthur[image: External link]






  Presidency of James Buchanan[image: External link]






  Presidency of George H. W. Bush[image: External link]






  Presidency of George W. Bush[image: External link]






  Presidency of Jimmy Carter[image: External link]






  Presidencies of Grover Cleveland[image: External link]






  Presidency of Bill Clinton[image: External link]






  Presidency of Calvin Coolidge[image: External link]






  Presidency of Dwight D. Eisenhower[image: External link]






  Presidency of Millard Fillmore[image: External link]






  Presidency of Gerald Ford[image: External link]






  Presidency of James A. Garfield[image: External link]






  Presidency of Ulysses S. Grant[image: External link]






  Presidency of Warren G. Harding[image: External link]






  Presidency of Benjamin Harrison[image: External link]






  Presidency of William Henry Harrison[image: External link]






  Presidency of Rutherford B. Hayes[image: External link]






  Presidency of Herbert Hoover[image: External link]






  Presidency of Andrew Jackson[image: External link]






  Presidency of Thomas Jefferson[image: External link]






  Presidency of Andrew Johnson[image: External link]






  Presidency of Lyndon B. Johnson[image: External link]






  Presidency of John F. Kennedy[image: External link]






  Presidency of Abraham Lincoln[image: External link]






  Presidency of James Madison[image: External link]






  Presidency of William McKinley[image: External link]






  Presidency of James Monroe[image: External link]






  Presidency of Richard Nixon[image: External link]






  Presidency of Barack Obama[image: External link]






  Presidency of Franklin Pierce[image: External link]






  Presidency of James K. Polk[image: External link]






  Presidency of Ronald Reagan[image: External link]






  Presidency of Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link]






  Presidency of Theodore Roosevelt[image: External link]






  Presidency of William Howard Taft[image: External link]






  Presidency of Zachary Taylor[image: External link]






  Presidency of Harry S. Truman[image: External link]






  Presidency of Donald Trump[image: External link]






  Presidency of John Tyler[image: External link]






  Presidency of Martin Van Buren[image: External link]






  Presidency of George Washington






  Presidency of Woodrow Wilson[image: External link]






  Template:US Presidential Administrations[image: External link]
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 Lists relating to the United States presidency




List of Presidents of the United States[image: External link]




Lists of candidates for President of the United States[image: External link]




Lists of United States presidential electors[image: External link]




Lists of fictional Presidents of the United States[image: External link]




Lists of honors and awards received by Presidents of the United States[image: External link]




Lists of United States judicial appointments by president[image: External link]




Vice presidency of the United States-related lists[image: External link]





  List of Presidents of the United States[image: External link]






  List of Presidents of the United States by age[image: External link]






  American Presidents: Life Portraits[image: External link]






  List of United States presidential assassination attempts and plots[image: External link]






  Assassination threats against Barack Obama[image: External link]






  List of autobiographies by presidents of the United States[image: External link]






  List of Presidents of the United States by date and place of birth[image: External link]






  List of burial places of Presidents of the United States[image: External link]






  List of nicknames used by George W. Bush[image: External link]






  List of children of the Presidents of the United States[image: External link]
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  List of international presidential trips made by George W. Bush[image: External link]






  List of international presidential trips made by George H. W. Bush[image: External link]






  List of international presidential trips made by Bill Clinton[image: External link]






  List of international presidential trips made by Ronald Reagan[image: External link]






  U.S. Presidential IQ hoax[image: External link]






  Bibliography of Thomas Jefferson[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ Donald Trump has announced he will take a salary of only 1 dollar per annum.


	
^ The terms POTUS (and SCOTUS) originated in the Phillips Code[image: External link], a shorthand method created in 1879 by Walter P. Phillips[image: External link] for the rapid transmission of press reports by telegraph.


	
^ The nine vice presidents who succeeded to the presidency upon their predecessor's death or resignation and finished-out that unexpired term are: John Tyler[image: External link] (1841); Millard Fillmore[image: External link] (1850); Andrew Johnson[image: External link] (1865); Chester A. Arthur[image: External link] (1881); Theodore Roosevelt[image: External link] (1901); Calvin Coolidge[image: External link] (1923); Harry S. Truman[image: External link] (1945); Lyndon B. Johnson[image: External link] (1963); and Gerald Ford[image: External link] (1974), Ford had also not been elected vice president.


	
^ Foreign-born American citizens who met the age and residency requirements at the time the Constitution was adopted were also eligible for the presidency. However, this allowance has since become obsolete.
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The Supreme Court of the United States is the highest[image: External link] federal court of the United States. Established pursuant to Article III of the United States Constitution[image: External link] in 1789, it has ultimate (and largely discretionary[image: External link]) appellate jurisdiction[image: External link] over all federal courts and state court cases involving issues of federal law[image: External link] plus original jurisdiction[image: External link] over a small range of cases. In the legal system of the United States, the Supreme Court is generally the final interpreter of federal law including the United States Constitution, but it may act only within the context of a case, in which it has jurisdiction. The Court does not have power to decide political questions[image: External link], and its enforcement arm[image: External link] is in the executive rather than judicial branch of government.

According to federal statute, the Court normally consists of the Chief Justice of the United States[image: External link] and eight associate justices[image: External link] who are nominated by the President and confirmed by the Senate. Once appointed, justices have lifetime tenure[image: External link] unless they resign, retire or are removed after impeachment[image: External link] (though no justice has ever been removed).[1] In modern discourse, the justices are often categorized as having conservative[image: External link], moderate[image: External link] or liberal[image: External link] philosophies of law[image: External link] and of judicial interpretation[image: External link]. Each justice has one vote, and it is worth noting while a far greater number of cases in recent history have been decided unanimously, decisions in cases of the highest profile have come down to just one single vote, thereby exposing the justices' ideological beliefs that track with those philosophical or political categories. The Court meets in the Supreme Court Building in Washington, D.C.

The Supreme Court is sometimes colloquially referred to as SCOTUS (Supreme Court of the United States) in analogy to other acronyms[image: External link] such as POTUS (President of the United States).[2]
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Main article: History of the Supreme Court of the United States[image: External link]


The ratification of the United States Constitution established the Supreme Court in 1789. Its powers are detailed in Article Three of the Constitution[image: External link]. The Supreme Court is the only court specifically established by the Constitution, and all the others were created by Congress. Congress is also responsible for conferring the title "justice" upon the associate justices, who have been known to scold lawyers for inaccurately using the term "judge", even though it is the term used in the Constitution.[3]

The Court first convened on February 2, 1790,[4] by which time five of its six initial positions had been filled. According to historian Fergus Bordewich, in its first session: "[T]he Supreme Court convened for the first time at the Royal Exchange Building[image: External link] on Broad Street, a few steps from Federal Hall. Symbolically, the moment was pregnant with promise for the republic, this birth of a new national institution whose future power, admittedly, still existed only in the mind's eye of a few farsighted Americans. Impressively bewigged and swathed in their robes of office, Chief Justice Jay and three associate justices — William Cushing of Massachusetts, James Wilson of Pennsylvania, and John Blair of Virginia — sat augustly before a throng of spectators and waited for something to happen. Nothing did. They had no cases to consider. After a week of inactivity, they adjourned until September, and everyone went home."[5]

The sixth member (James Iredell[image: External link]) was not confirmed until May 12, 1790. Because the full Court had only six members, every decision that it made by a majority was also made by two-thirds (voting four to two).[6] However, Congress has always allowed less than the Court's full membership to make decisions, starting with a quorum[image: External link] of four justices in 1789.[7]
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Under Chief Justices Jay[image: External link], Rutledge[image: External link], and Ellsworth[image: External link] (1789–1801), the Court heard few cases; its first decision was West v. Barnes[image: External link] (1791), a case involving a procedural issue.[8] The Court lacked a home of its own and had little prestige,[9] a situation not helped by the highest-profile case of the era, Chisholm v. Georgia[image: External link] (1793), which was reversed within two years by the adoption of the Eleventh Amendment[image: External link].[10]

The Court's power and prestige grew substantially during the Marshall[image: External link] Court (1801–35).[11] Under Marshall, the Court established the power of judicial review[image: External link] over acts of Congress,[12] including specifying itself as the supreme expositor of the Constitution (Marbury v. Madison[image: External link])[13][14] and made several important constitutional rulings giving shape and substance to the balance of power[image: External link] between the federal government and the states (prominently, Martin v. Hunter's Lessee[image: External link], McCulloch v. Maryland[image: External link] and Gibbons v. Ogden[image: External link]).[15][16][17][18]

The Marshall Court also ended the practice of each justice issuing his opinion seriatim[image: External link],[19] a remnant of British tradition,[20] and instead issuing a single majority opinion.[19] Also during Marshall's tenure, although beyond the Court's control, the impeachment and acquittal of Justice Samuel Chase[image: External link] in 1804–05 helped cement the principle of judicial independence[image: External link].[21][22]
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The Taney[image: External link] Court (1836–64) made several important rulings, such as Sheldon v. Sill[image: External link], which held that while Congress may not limit the subjects the Supreme Court may hear, it may limit the jurisdiction of the lower federal courts to prevent them from hearing cases dealing with certain subjects.[23] Nevertheless, it is primarily remembered for its ruling in Dred Scott v. Sandford[image: External link],[24] which helped precipitate the Civil War[image: External link].[25] In the Reconstruction era[image: External link], the Chase[image: External link], Waite[image: External link], and Fuller[image: External link] Courts (1864–1910) interpreted the new Civil War amendments to the Constitution[18] and developed the doctrine of substantive due process[image: External link] (Lochner v. New York[image: External link];[26] Adair v. United States[image: External link]).[27]

Under the White[image: External link] and Taft[image: External link] Courts (1910–30), the Court held that the Fourteenth Amendment[image: External link] had incorporated[image: External link] some guarantees of the Bill of Rights against the states (Gitlow v. New York[image: External link]),[28] grappled with the new antitrust[image: External link] statutes (Standard Oil Co. of New Jersey v. United States[image: External link]), upheld the constitutionality of military conscription[image: External link] (Selective Draft Law Cases[image: External link])[29] and brought the substantive due process doctrine to its first apogee (Adkins v. Children's Hospital[image: External link]).[30]
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 The New Deal era




Main articles: Hughes Court[image: External link], Stone Court[image: External link], and Vinson Court[image: External link]


During the Hughes[image: External link], Stone[image: External link], and Vinson[image: External link] Courts (1930–53), the Court gained its own accommodation[image: External link] in 1935[31] and changed its interpretation of the Constitution[image: External link], giving a broader reading to the powers of the federal government to facilitate President Franklin Roosevelt[image: External link]'s New Deal (most prominently West Coast Hotel Co. v. Parrish[image: External link], Wickard v. Filburn[image: External link], United States v. Darby[image: External link] and United States v. Butler[image: External link]).[32][33][34] During World War II, the Court continued to favor government power, upholding the internment of Japanese citizens (Korematsu v. United States[image: External link]) and the mandatory pledge of allegiance (Minersville School District v. Gobitis[image: External link]). Nevertheless, Gobitis was soon repudiated (West Virginia State Board of Education v. Barnette[image: External link]), and the Steel Seizure Case[image: External link] restricted the pro-government trend.
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 Warren and Burger




Main articles: Burger Court[image: External link] and Warren Court[image: External link]


The Warren[image: External link] Court (1953–69) dramatically expanded the force of Constitutional civil liberties[image: External link].[35] It held that segregation in public schools[image: External link] violates equal protection[image: External link] (Brown v. Board of Education[image: External link], Bolling v. Sharpe[image: External link] and Green v. County School Bd.[image: External link])[36] and that traditional legislative district boundaries violated the right to vote (Reynolds v. Sims[image: External link]). It created a general right to privacy (Griswold v. Connecticut[image: External link]),[37] limited the role of religion in public school (most prominently Engel v. Vitale[image: External link] and Abington School District v. Schempp[image: External link]),[38][39] incorporated[image: External link] most guarantees of the Bill of Rights against the States—prominently Mapp v. Ohio[image: External link] (the exclusionary rule[image: External link]) and Gideon v. Wainwright[image: External link] (right to appointed counsel[image: External link]),[40][41]—and required that criminal suspects be apprised of all these rights by police (Miranda v. Arizona[image: External link]);[42] At the same time, however, the Court limited defamation[image: External link] suits by public figures (New York Times v. Sullivan[image: External link]) and supplied the government with an unbroken run of antitrust victories.[43]

The Burger[image: External link] Court (1969–86) marked a conservative shift.[44] It also expanded Griswold's right to privacy to strike down abortion laws (Roe v. Wade[image: External link]),[45] but divided deeply on affirmative action[image: External link] (Regents of the University of California v. Bakke[image: External link])[46] and campaign finance regulation (Buckley v. Valeo[image: External link]),[47] and dithered on the death penalty[image: External link], ruling first that most applications were defective (Furman v. Georgia[image: External link]),[48] then that the death penalty itself was not unconstitutional (Gregg v. Georgia[image: External link]).[48][49][50]
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 Rehnquist and Roberts




Main articles: Rehnquist Court[image: External link] and Roberts Court[image: External link]


The Rehnquist[image: External link] Court (1986–2005) was noted for its revival of judicial enforcement of federalism[image: External link],[51] emphasizing the limits of the Constitution's affirmative grants of power (United States v. Lopez[image: External link]) and the force of its restrictions on those powers (Seminole Tribe v. Florida[image: External link], City of Boerne v. Flores[image: External link]).[52][53][54][55][56] It struck down single-sex state schools as a violation of equal protection (United States v. Virginia[image: External link]), laws against sodomy[image: External link] as violations of substantive due process[image: External link] (Lawrence v. Texas[image: External link]),[57] and the line item veto[image: External link] (Clinton v. New York[image: External link]), but upheld school vouchers[image: External link] (Zelman v. Simmons-Harris[image: External link]) and reaffirmed Roe's restrictions on abortion laws (Planned Parenthood v. Casey[image: External link]).[58] The Court's decision in Bush v. Gore[image: External link], which ended the electoral recount during the presidential election of 2000[image: External link], was controversial.[59][60]

The Roberts[image: External link] Court (2005–present) is regarded by some as more conservative than the Rehnquist Court.[61][62] Some of its major rulings have concerned federal preemption (Wyeth v. Levine[image: External link]), civil procedure ( Twombly[image: External link]- Iqbal[image: External link]), abortion[image: External link] (Gonzales v. Carhart[image: External link]),[63] climate change[image: External link] (Massachusetts v. EPA[image: External link]), same-sex marriage (United States v. Windsor[image: External link] and Obergefell v. Hodges[image: External link]), and the Bill of Rights, prominently Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission[image: External link] (First Amendment[image: External link]),[64] Heller- McDonald[image: External link] (Second Amendment),[65] and Baze v. Rees[image: External link] (Eighth Amendment[image: External link]).[66][67]
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 Composition
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 Size of the Court




Article III of the United States Constitution does not specify the number of justices. The Judiciary Act of 1789 called for the appointment of six justices, and as the nation's boundaries grew, Congress added justices to correspond with the growing number of judicial circuits: seven in 1807, nine in 1837, and ten in 1863.

In 1866, at the behest of Chief Justice Chase[image: External link], Congress passed an act[image: External link] providing that the next three justices to retire would not be replaced, which would thin the bench to seven justices by attrition. Consequently, one seat was removed in 1866 and a second in 1867. In 1869, however, the Circuit Judges Act[image: External link] returned the number of justices to nine,[68] where it has since remained.

President Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link] attempted to expand the Court in 1937. His proposal envisioned appointment of one additional justice for each incumbent justice who reached the age of 70 years 6 months and refused retirement, up to a maximum bench of 15 justices. The proposal was ostensibly to ease the burden of the docket on elderly judges, but the actual purpose was widely understood as an effort to pack the Court with justices who would support Roosevelt's New Deal.[69] The plan, usually called the "Court-packing Plan[image: External link]", failed in Congress.[70] Nevertheless, the Court's balance began to shift within months when Justice van Devanter[image: External link] retired and was replaced by Senator Hugo Black[image: External link]. By the end of 1941, Roosevelt had appointed seven justices and elevated Harlan Fiske Stone[image: External link] to Chief Justice.[71]
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 Appointment and confirmation




Main article: Appointment and confirmation to the Supreme Court of the United States[image: External link]


The U.S. Constitution states that the President "shall nominate, and by and with the Advice and Consent of the Senate, shall appoint Judges of the Supreme Court."[72] Most presidents nominate candidates who broadly share their ideological views, although a justice's decisions may end up being contrary to a president's expectations. Because the Constitution sets no qualifications for service as a justice, a president may nominate anyone to serve, subject to Senate confirmation.

In modern times, the confirmation process has attracted considerable attention from the press and advocacy groups, which lobby[image: External link] senators to confirm or to reject a nominee depending on whether their track record aligns with the group's views. The Senate Judiciary Committee[image: External link] conducts hearings and votes on whether the nomination should go to the full Senate with a positive, negative or neutral report. The committee's practice of personally interviewing nominees is relatively recent. The first nominee to appear before the committee was Harlan Fiske Stone[image: External link] in 1925, who sought to quell concerns about his links to Wall Street, and the modern practice of questioning began with John Marshall Harlan II[image: External link] in 1955.[73] Once the committee reports out the nomination, the full Senate considers it. Rejections are relatively uncommon; the Senate has explicitly rejected twelve[image: External link] Supreme Court nominees, most recently Robert Bork[image: External link] in 1987.

Although Senate rules do not necessarily allow a negative vote in committee to block a nomination, prior to 2017 a nomination could be blocked by filibuster[image: External link] once debate had begun in the full Senate. President Lyndon Johnson[image: External link]'s nomination of sitting Associate Justice Abe Fortas[image: External link] to succeed Earl Warren[image: External link] as Chief Justice in 1968 was the first successful filibuster of a Supreme Court nominee. It included both Republican and Democratic senators concerned with Fortas's ethics. President Donald Trump[image: External link]'s nomination of Neil Gorsuch[image: External link] to the seat vacated by Antonin Scalia was the second. Unlike the Fortas filibuster, however, only Democratic Senators voted against cloture[image: External link] on the Gorsuch nomination, citing his perceived conservative judicial philosophy, and the Republican majority's prior refusal to take up President Barack Obama[image: External link]'s nomination of Merrick Garland[image: External link] to fill the vacancy.[74][75][76] This led the Republican majority to change the rules and eliminate the filibuster for Supreme Court nominations.[77]

Not every Supreme Court nominee has received a floor vote in the Senate. A president may withdraw a nomination before an actual confirmation vote occurs, typically because it is clear that the Senate will reject the nominee; this occurred most recently with the nomination of Harriet Miers[image: External link] in 2006. The Senate may also fail to act on a nomination, which expires at the end of the session. For example, President Dwight Eisenhower[image: External link]'s first nomination of John Marshall Harlan II[image: External link] in November, 1954 was not acted on by the Senate; Eisenhower re-nominated Harlan in January 1955, and Harlan was confirmed two months later. Most recently, as previously noted, the Senate failed to act on the March 2016 nomination of Merrick Garland[image: External link]; the nomination expired in January 2017, and the vacancy was later filled by President Trump[image: External link]'s appointment of Neil Gorsuch[image: External link].[78]

Once the Senate confirms a nomination, the president must prepare and sign a commission, to which the Seal of the Department of Justice[image: External link] must be affixed, before the new justice can take office.[79] The seniority of an associate justice is based on the commissioning date, not the confirmation or swearing-in date.[80]

Before 1981, the approval process of justices was usually rapid. From the Truman[image: External link] through Nixon[image: External link] administrations, justices were typically approved within one month. From the Reagan administration to the present, however, the process has taken much longer. Some believe this is because Congress sees justices as playing a more political role than in the past.[81] According to the Congressional Research Service[image: External link], the average number of days from nomination to final Senate vote since 1975 is 67 days (2.2 months), while the median is 71 days (or 2.3 months).[82][83]
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 Recess appointments




When the Senate is in recess, a president may make temporary appointments to fill vacancies. Recess appointees[image: External link] hold office only until the end of the next Senate session (less than two years). The Senate must confirm the nominee for them to continue serving; of the two chief justices and eleven associate justices who have received recess appointments, only Chief Justice John Rutledge[image: External link] was not subsequently confirmed.[84]

No president since Dwight D. Eisenhower[image: External link] has made a recess appointment to the Court, and the practice has become rare and controversial even in lower federal courts.[85] In 1960, after Eisenhower had made three such appointments, the Senate passed a "sense of the Senate" resolution that recess appointments to the Court should only be made in "unusual circumstances."[86] Such resolutions are not legally binding but are an expression of Congress's views in the hope of guiding executive action.[86][87]

The 2014 Supreme Court ruling in National Labor Relations Board v. Noel Canning[image: External link] limited the ability of the President to make recess appointments (including appointments to the Supreme Court), ruling that the Senate decides when the Senate is in session (or in recess). Justice Breyer[image: External link] writing for the Court, stated, "We hold that, for purposes of the Recess Appointments Clause, the Senate is in session when it says it is, provided that, under its own rules, it retains the capacity to transact Senate business." [88] This ruling allows the Senate to prevent recess appointments through the use of pro-forma sessions[image: External link].[89]
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 Tenure




The Constitution provides that justices "shall hold their offices during good behavior" (unless appointed during a Senate recess). The term "good behavior" is understood to mean justices may serve for the remainder of their lives, unless they are impeached and convicted[image: External link] by Congress, resign[image: External link], or retire.[90] Only one justice has been impeached by the House of Representatives (Samuel Chase[image: External link], March 1804), but he was acquitted in the Senate (March 1805).[91] Moves to impeach sitting justices have occurred more recently (for example, William O. Douglas[image: External link] was the subject of hearings twice, in 1953 and again in 1970; and Abe Fortas[image: External link] resigned while hearings were being organized in 1969), but they did not reach a vote in the House. No mechanism exists for removing a justice who is permanently incapacitated by illness or injury, but unable (or unwilling) to resign.[92]

Because justices have indefinite tenure, timing of vacancies can be unpredictable. Sometimes vacancies arise in quick succession, as in the early 1970s when Lewis Franklin Powell, Jr.[image: External link] and William Rehnquist were nominated to replace Hugo Black[image: External link] and John Marshall Harlan II[image: External link], who retired within a week of each other. Sometimes a great length of time passes between nominations, such as the eleven years between Stephen Breyer[image: External link]'s nomination in 1994 to succeed Harry Blackmun[image: External link] and the nomination of John Roberts[image: External link] in 2005 to fill the seat of Sandra Day O'Connor[image: External link] (though Roberts' nomination was withdrawn and resubmitted for the role of Chief Justice after Rehnquist died).

Despite the variability, all but four presidents have been able to appoint at least one justice. William Henry Harrison[image: External link] died a month after taking office, though his successor (John Tyler[image: External link]) made an appointment during that presidential term. Likewise, Zachary Taylor[image: External link] died 16 months after taking office, but his successor (Millard Fillmore[image: External link]) also made a Supreme Court nomination before the end of that term. Andrew Johnson[image: External link], who became president after the assassination of Abraham Lincoln, was denied the opportunity to appoint a justice by a reduction in the size of the Court. Jimmy Carter[image: External link] is the only person elected president to have left office after at least one full term without having the opportunity to appoint a justice. Somewhat similarly, presidents James Monroe[image: External link], Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link], and George W. Bush[image: External link] each served a full term without an opportunity to appoint a justice, but made appointments during their subsequent terms in office. No president who has served more than one full term has gone without at least one opportunity to make an appointment.

Three presidents have appointed justices who collectively served more than 100 years: Andrew Jackson[image: External link], Abraham Lincoln, and Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link].[93]
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 Membership




See also: List of Justices of the Supreme Court of the United States[image: External link]
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 Current justices




The court is currently filled with nine justices. The most recent justice to join to the court was Neil Gorsuch[image: External link], who was named by President Donald Trump[image: External link] on January 31, 2017, and confirmed on April 7, 2017, by the Senate.



	Name
	Date of birth
	Appointed by
	Senate confirmation vote
	Age at appointment
	Current age
	First day /

Length of service
	Previous positions
	Succeeded



	January 27, 1955

Buffalo, New York[image: External link]
	Bush, George W.George W. Bush[image: External link]
	78–22[image: External link]
	50
	62
	September 29, 2005

11 years, 8 months
	Circuit Judge, Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit[image: External link] (2003–2005);

Private practice (1993–2003);

Adjunct Professor, Georgetown University Law Center[image: External link] (1992–2005);

Principal Deputy Solicitor General[image: External link] (1989–1993);

Private practice (1986–1989);

Associate Counsel to the President[image: External link] (1982–1986);

Special Assistant to the Attorney General[image: External link] (1981–1982)
	William Rehnquist[image: External link]



	July 23, 1936

Sacramento, California[image: External link]
	Reagan, RonaldRonald Reagan[image: External link]
	97–0[image: External link]
	51
	80
	February 18, 1988

29 years, 3 months
	Circuit Judge, Court of Appeals for the Ninth Circuit[image: External link] (1975–1988);

Professor, McGeorge School of Law[image: External link], University of the Pacific[image: External link] (1965–1988);

Private practice (1963–1975)
	Lewis Powell[image: External link]



	June 23, 1948

Pin Point, Georgia[image: External link]
	Bush, George H. W.George H. W. Bush[image: External link]
	52–48[image: External link]
	43
	68
	October 23, 1991

25 years, 7 months
	Circuit Judge, Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit[image: External link] (1990–1991);

Chairman, Equal Employment Opportunity Commission[image: External link] (1982–1990);

Legislative assistant[image: External link] for Missouri Senator John Danforth[image: External link] (1979–1981);

Employed by Monsanto Company[image: External link] Inc. (1977–1979);

Assistant Attorney General[image: External link] in Missouri under State Attorney General[image: External link] John Danforth[image: External link] (1974–1977)
	Thurgood Marshall[image: External link]



	March 15, 1933

Brooklyn, New York[image: External link]
	Clinton, BillBill Clinton[image: External link]
	96–3[image: External link]
	60
	84
	August 10, 1993

23 years, 10 months
	Circuit Judge, Court of Appeals for the D.C. Circuit[image: External link] (1980–1993);

General Counsel, American Civil Liberties Union[image: External link] (1973–1980);

Professor, Columbia Law School[image: External link] (1972–1980);

Professor, Rutgers University School of Law[image: External link] (1963–1972)
	Byron White[image: External link]



	August 15, 1938

San Francisco, California[image: External link]
	Clinton, BillBill Clinton[image: External link]
	87–9[image: External link]
	55
	78
	August 3, 1994

22 years, 10 months
	Chief Judge, Court of Appeals for the First Circuit[image: External link] (1990–1994);

Circuit Judge, Court of Appeals for the First Circuit[image: External link] (1980–1990);

Professor, Harvard Law School[image: External link] (1967–1980)
	Harry Blackmun[image: External link]



	April 1, 1950

Trenton, New Jersey
	Bush, George W.George W. Bush[image: External link]
	58–42[image: External link]
	55
	67
	January 31, 2006

11 years, 4 months
	Circuit Judge, Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit[image: External link] (1990–2006);

Professor, Seton Hall University School of Law[image: External link] (1999–2004);

U.S. Attorney[image: External link] for the District of New Jersey (1987–1990);

Deputy Assistant Attorney General[image: External link] (1985–1987);

Assistant to the Solicitor General[image: External link] (1981–1985);

Assistant U.S. Attorney[image: External link] for the District of New Jersey (1977–1981)
	Sandra Day O'Connor[image: External link]



	June 25, 1954

The Bronx, New York[image: External link]
	Obama, BarackBarack Obama[image: External link]
	68–31[image: External link]
	55
	62
	August 8, 2009

7 years, 10 months
	Circuit Judge, Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit[image: External link] (1998–2009);

District Judge, District Court for the Southern District of New York[image: External link] (1992–1998);

Private practice (1984–1991);

Assistant District Attorney[image: External link], New York County[image: External link], New York[image: External link] (1979–1984)
	David Souter[image: External link]



	April 28, 1960

Manhattan, New York[image: External link]
	Obama, BarackBarack Obama[image: External link]
	63–37[image: External link]
	50
	57
	August 7, 2010

6 years, 10 months
	Solicitor General of the United States[image: External link] (2009–2010);

Dean of Harvard Law School[image: External link] (2003–2009);

Professor, Harvard Law School[image: External link] (2001–2003);

Visiting Professor, Harvard Law School[image: External link] (1999–2001);

Associate White House Counsel[image: External link] (1995–1999);

Deputy Director of the Domestic Policy Council[image: External link] (1995–1999);

Professor, University of Chicago Law School[image: External link] (1995);

Associate Professor, University of Chicago Law School[image: External link] (1991–1995)
	John Paul Stevens[image: External link]



	August 29, 1967

Denver, Colorado[image: External link]
	Trump, DonaldDonald Trump[image: External link]
	54–45[image: External link]
	49
	49
	April 10, 2017

64 days
	Circuit Judge, Court of Appeals for the Tenth Circuit[image: External link] (2006–2017);

Adjunct Professor, University of Colorado Law School[image: External link] (2008–2017);

Principal Deputy to the Associate Attorney General and Acting Associate Attorney General[image: External link] (2005–2006);

Private practice (1995–2005)
	Antonin Scalia[image: External link]
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 Court demographics




Main article: Demographics of the Supreme Court of the United States[image: External link]


The Court currently has six men and three women justices. Among the nine justices, there is one African-american (Justice Thomas) and one Hispanic (Justice Sotomayor). At least five justices are Roman Catholics[image: External link] and three are Jewish[image: External link]; it is unclear whether Neil Gorsuch considers himself a Catholic or an Episcopalian.[94] The average age is 67 years and 4 months. Every current justice has an Ivy League[image: External link] background.[95] Four justices are from the state of New York, two from California, one from New Jersey, one from Georgia, and one from Colorado.[citation needed[image: External link]]

In the 19th century, every justice was a man of European descent (usually Northern European), and almost always Protestant. Concerns about diversity focused on geography, to represent all regions[image: External link] of the country, rather than religious, ethnic, or gender diversity.[96]

Most justices have been Protestants, including 36 Episcopalians[image: External link], 19 Presbyterians, 10 Unitarians[image: External link], 5 Methodists, and 3 Baptists.[97][98] The first Catholic[image: External link] justice was Roger Taney in 1836,[99] and 1916 saw the appointment of the first Jewish justice, Louis Brandeis[image: External link].[100] Several Catholic and Jewish justices have since been appointed, and in recent years the situation has reversed. The Court currently has at least five Catholic justices.[94]

Racial, ethnic, and gender diversity began to increase in the late 20th century. Thurgood Marshall[image: External link] became the first African American justice in 1967.[100] Sandra Day O'Connor[image: External link] became the first female justice in 1981.[100] Marshall was succeeded by African-American Clarence Thomas[image: External link] in 1991.[101] O'Connor was joined by Ruth Bader Ginsburg[image: External link] in 1993.[102] After O'Connor's retirement Ginsburg was joined in 2009 by Sonia Sotomayor[image: External link], the first Latina[image: External link] justice;[100] and in 2010 by Elena Kagan[image: External link], for a total of four female justices in the Court's history.[102]

There have been six foreign-born justices in the Court's history: James Wilson[image: External link] (1789-1798), born in Caskardy[image: External link], Scotland[image: External link]; James Iredell[image: External link] (1790-1799), born in Lewes[image: External link], England[image: External link]; William Paterson[image: External link] (1793-1806), born in County Antrim[image: External link], Ireland[image: External link]; David Brewer[image: External link] (1889-1910), born in Smyrna[image: External link], Turkey[image: External link]; George Sutherland[image: External link] (1922-1939), born in Buckinghamshire[image: External link], England; and Felix Frankfurter[image: External link] (1939-1962), born in Vienna[image: External link], Austria[image: External link].[100] In the current Court, two of the justices were born to an immigrant parent (Justice Alito, whose parents were born in Italy, and Justice Ginsburg, whose father was born in Russia).
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 Retired justices




There are currently three living retired justices of the Supreme Court of the United States: John Paul Stevens[image: External link], Sandra Day O'Connor[image: External link], and David Souter[image: External link]. As retired justices, they no longer participate in the work of the Supreme Court, but may be designated for temporary assignments to sit on lower federal courts, usually the United States Courts of Appeals[image: External link]. Such assignments are formally made by the Chief Justice[image: External link], on request of the Chief Judge[image: External link] of the lower court and with the consent of the retired Justice. In recent years, Justice O'Connor has sat with several Courts of Appeals around the country, and Justice Souter has frequently sat on the First Circuit[image: External link], the court of which he was briefly a member before joining the Supreme Court.

The status of a retired Justice is analogous to that of a Circuit or District Judge who has taken senior status[image: External link], and eligibility of a Supreme Court Justice to assume retired status (rather than simply resign from the bench) is governed by the same age and service criteria.

Justices sometimes strategically plan their decisions to leave the bench, with personal, institutional, and partisan factors playing a role.[103][104] The fear of mental decline and death often motivates justices to step down. The desire to maximize the Court's strength and legitimacy through one retirement at a time, when the Court is in recess, and during non-presidential election years suggests a concern for institutional health. Finally, especially in recent decades, many justices have timed their departure to coincide with a philosophically compatible president holding office, to ensure that a like-minded successor would be appointed.[105][106]



	Name
	Date of birth
	Appointed by
	Retired under
	Confirmation vote
	Age at appointment
	Current age
	First day
	Date of retirement
	Length of service



	April 20, 1920

Chicago[image: External link], Illinois
	Gerald Ford[image: External link]
	Barack Obama[image: External link]
	98–0
	55
	97
	December 19, 1975
	June 29, 2010
	34 years, 6 months and 10 days



	March 26, 1930

El Paso, Texas[image: External link]
	Ronald Reagan[image: External link]
	George W. Bush[image: External link]
	99–0
	51
	87
	September 25, 1981
	January 31, 2006
	24 years, 4 months and 6 days



	September 17, 1939

Melrose, Massachusetts[image: External link]
	George H. W. Bush[image: External link]
	Barack Obama[image: External link]
	90–9
	51
	77
	October 9, 1990
	June 29, 2009
	18 years, 8 months and 20 days
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 Seniority and seating




Many of the internal operations of the Court are organized by the seniority[image: External link] of the justices; the Chief Justice is considered the most senior member of the Court, regardless of the length of his or her service. The Associate Justices are then ranked by the length of their service.

During Court sessions, the justices sit according to seniority, with the Chief Justice in the center, and the Associate Justices on alternating sides, with the most senior Associate Justice on the Chief Justice's immediate right, and the most junior Associate Justice seated on the left farthest away from the Chief Justice. Therefore, the current court sits as follows from left to right, from the perspective of those facing the Court: Kagan, Alito, Ginsburg, Kennedy (most senior Associate Justice), Roberts (Chief Justice), Thomas, Breyer, Sotomayor, and Gorsuch. In the official yearly Court photograph, justices are arranged similarly, with the five most senior members sitting in the front row in the same order as they would sit during Court sessions (The most recent photograph, prior to Scalia's death, included Thomas, Scalia, Roberts, Kennedy, Ginsburg), and the four most junior justices standing behind them, again in the same order as they would sit during Court sessions (Sotomayor, Breyer, Alito, Kagan).

In the justices' private conferences, the current practice is for them to speak and vote in order of seniority from the Chief Justice first to the most junior Associate Justice last. The most junior Associate Justice in these conferences is charged with any menial tasks the justices may require as they convene alone, such as answering the door of their conference room, serving coffee, and transmitting the orders of the Court to the court's clerk.[107] Justice Joseph Story[image: External link] served the longest as the junior justice, from February 3, 1812, to September 1, 1823, for a total of 4,228 days. Justice Stephen Breyer[image: External link] follows close behind, with 4,199 days when Samuel Alito[image: External link] joined the court on January 31, 2006.[108]
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 Salary




Main article: Federal judge salaries in the United States[image: External link]


As of 2017, associate justices are paid $251,800 and the chief justice $263,300.[109] Article III, Section 1[image: External link] of the U.S. Constitution prohibits Congress from reducing the pay for incumbent justices. Once a justice meets age and service requirements[image: External link], the justice may retire. Judicial pensions are based on the same formula used for federal employees, but a justice's pension, as with judges of other federal courts, will never be less than their salary at the time of their retirement.
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 Judicial leanings




See also: Ideological leanings of U.S. Supreme Court justices[image: External link]


Although justices are nominated by the President in power, justices do not represent or receive official endorsements from political parties, as is accepted practice in the legislative and executive branches. Jurists are, however, informally categorized in legal and political circles as being judicial conservatives, moderates, or liberals. Such leanings, however, generally refer to legal outlook rather than a political or legislative one. The nominations of justices are endorsed by individual politicians in the legislative branch who vote their approval or disapproval of the nominated justice.

Following the confirmation of Neil Gorsuch in 2017, the Court consists of five justices appointed by Republican presidents and four appointed by Democratic presidents. It is popularly accepted that Chief Justice Roberts[image: External link] and justices Thomas[image: External link] and Alito[image: External link] (appointed by Republican presidents) comprise the Court's conservative wing. Justices Ginsburg[image: External link], Breyer[image: External link], Sotomayor[image: External link], and Kagan[image: External link] (appointed by Democratic presidents) comprise the Court's liberal wing. Justice Kennedy[image: External link] (appointed by President Reagan[image: External link]) is generally considered "a conservative who has occasionally voted with liberals",[110] and up until Justice Scalia's death, was often the swing vote[image: External link] that determined the outcome of cases divided between the conservative and liberal wings.[111][112][113] Gorsuch had a track record as a reliably conservative judge in the 10th circuit.[114]

Tom Goldstein[image: External link] argued in an article in SCOTUSblog[image: External link] in 2010, that the popular view of the Supreme Court as sharply divided along ideological lines and each side pushing an agenda at every turn is "in significant part a caricature designed to fit certain preconceptions."[115] He pointed out that in the 2009 term, almost half the cases were decided unanimously, and only about 20% were decided by a 5-to-4 vote. Barely one in ten cases involved the narrow liberal/conservative divide (fewer if the cases where Sotomayor recused herself are not included). He also pointed to several cases that defied the popular conception of the ideological lines of the Court.[116] Goldstein further argued that the large number of pro-criminal-defendant summary dismissals[image: External link] (usually cases where the justices decide that the lower courts significantly misapplied precedent and reverse the case without briefing or argument) were an illustration that the conservative justices had not been aggressively ideological. Likewise, Goldstein stated that the critique that the liberal justices are more likely to invalidate acts of Congress, show inadequate deference to the political process, and be disrespectful of precedent, also lacked merit: Thomas has most often called for overruling prior precedent (even if long standing) that he views as having been wrongly decided, and during the 2009 term Scalia and Thomas voted most often to invalidate legislation.

According to statistics compiled by SCOTUSblog, in the twelve terms from 2000 to 2011, an average of 19 of the opinions on major issues (22%) were decided by a 5–4 vote, with an average of 70% of those split opinions decided by a Court divided along the traditionally perceived ideological lines (about 15% of all opinions issued). Over that period, the conservative bloc has been in the majority about 62% of the time that the Court has divided along ideological lines, which represents about 44% of all the 5–4 decisions.[117]

In the October 2010 term, the Court decided 86 cases, including 75 signed opinions and 5 summary reversals (where the Court reverses a lower court without arguments and without issuing an opinion on the case).[118][119] Four were decided with unsigned opinions, two cases affirmed by an equally divided Court[image: External link], and two cases were dismissed as improvidently granted. Justice Kagan recused[image: External link] herself from 26 of the cases due to her prior role as United States Solicitor General[image: External link]. Of the 80 cases, 38 (about 48%, the highest percentage since the October 2005 term) were decided unanimously (9–0 or 8–0), and 16 decisions were made by a 5–4 vote (about 20%, compared to 18% in the October 2009 term, and 29% in the October 2008 term).[120] However, in fourteen of the sixteen 5–4 decisions, the Court divided along the traditional ideological lines (with Ginsburg, Breyer, Sotomayor, and Kagan on the liberal side, and Roberts, Scalia, Thomas, and Alito on the conservative, and Kennedy providing the "swing vote"). This represents 87% of those 16 cases, the highest rate in the past 10 years. The conservative bloc, joined by Kennedy, formed the majority in 63% of the 5–4 decisions, the highest cohesion rate of that bloc in the Roberts court.[118][121][122][123][124]

In the October 2011 term, the Court decided 75 cases. Of these, 33 (44%) were decided unanimously, and 15 (20%, the same percentage as in the previous term) were decided by a vote of 5–4. Of the latter 15, the Court divided along the perceived ideological lines 10 times, with Justice Kennedy siding with the conservative justices (Roberts, Scalia, Thomas, and Alito) five times, and with the liberal justices (Ginsburg, Breyer, Sotomayor, and Kagan) five times.[117][125][126]

In the October 2012 term, the Court decided 78 cases. Five of them were decided in unsigned opinions[image: External link]. 38 out of the 78 decisions (representing 49% of the decisions) were unanimous in judgement, with 24 decisions being completely unanimous (a single opinion with every justice that participated joining it). This was the largest percentage of unanimous decisions that the Court had in ten years, since the October 2002 term (when 51% of the decisions handed down were unanimous). The Court split 5-4 in 23 cases (29% of the total); of these, 16 broke down along the traditionally perceived ideological lines, with Chief Justice Roberts and Justices Scalia, Thomas, and Alito on one side, Justices Ginsburg, Breyer, Sotomayor and Kagan on the other, and Justice Kennedy holding the balance. Of these 16 cases, Justice Kennedy sided with the conservatives on 10 cases, and with the liberals on 6. Three cases were decided by an interesting alignment of justices, with Chief Justice Roberts joined by Justices Kennedy, Thomas, Breyer and Alito in the majority, with Justices Scalia, Ginsburg, Sotomayor, and Kagan in the minority. The greatest agreement between justices was between Ginsburg and Kagan, who agreed on 72 of the 75 cases in which both voted; the lowest agreement between justices was between Ginsburg and Alito, who agreed only on 45 out of 77 cases in which they both participated. Justice Kennedy was in the majority of 5-4 decisions on 20 out of the 24 cases, and in 71 of the 78 cases of the term, in line with his position as the "swing vote" of the Court.[127][128]
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 Facilities




Main article: United States Supreme Court Building


The Supreme Court first met on February 1, 1790, at the Merchants' Exchange Building in New York City[image: External link]. When Philadelphia became the capital, the Court met briefly in Independence Hall[image: External link] before settling in Old City Hall[image: External link] from 1791 until 1800. After the government moved to Washington, D.C., the Court occupied various spaces in the United States Capitol building until 1935, when it moved into its own purpose-built home. The four-story building was designed by Cass Gilbert[image: External link] in a classical style sympathetic to the surrounding buildings of the Capitol and Library of Congress, and is clad in marble. The building includes the courtroom, justices' chambers, an extensive law library[image: External link], various meeting spaces, and auxiliary services including a gymnasium. The Supreme Court building is within the ambit of the Architect of the Capitol[image: External link], but maintains its own police force[image: External link] separate from the Capitol Police[image: External link].[129]

Located across the street from the United States Capitol at One First Street NE and Maryland Avenue,[130][131] the building is open to the public from 9 am to 4:30 pm weekdays but closed on weekends and holidays.[130] Visitors may not tour the actual courtroom unaccompanied. There is a cafeteria, a gift shop, exhibits, and a half-hour informational film.[129] When the Court is not in session, lectures about the courtroom are held hourly from 9:30 am to 3:30 pm and reservations are not necessary.[129] When the Court is in session the public may attend oral arguments, which are held twice each morning (and sometimes afternoons) on Mondays, Tuesdays, and Wednesdays in two-week intervals from October through late April, with breaks during December and February. Visitors are seated on a first-come first-served basis. One estimate is there are about 250 seats available.[132] The number of open seats varies from case to case; for important cases, some visitors arrive the day before and wait through the night. From mid-May until the end of June, the court releases orders and opinions beginning at 10 am, and these 15 to 30-minute sessions are open to the public on a similar basis.[129] Supreme Court Police are available to answer questions.[130]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Jurisdiction




Main article: Procedures of the Supreme Court of the United States[image: External link]


Congress is authorized by Article III of the federal Constitution to regulate the Supreme Court's appellate jurisdiction. The Supreme Court has original[image: External link] and exclusive jurisdiction over cases between two or more states,[133] but may decline to hear such cases.[134] It also possesses original, but not exclusive, jurisdiction to hear "all actions or proceedings to which ambassadors, other public ministers, consuls, or vice consuls of foreign states are parties; all controversies between the United States and a State; and all actions or proceedings by a State against the citizens of another State or against aliens."[135]

In 1906, the Court asserted its original jurisdiction to prosecute individuals for contempt of court[image: External link] in United States v. Shipp[image: External link].[136] The resulting proceeding remains the only contempt proceeding and only criminal trial in the Court's history.[137][138] The contempt proceeding arose from the lynching of Ed Johnson[image: External link] in Chattanooga[image: External link], Tennessee the evening after Justice John Marshall Harlan[image: External link] granted Johnson a stay of execution to allow his lawyers to file an appeal. Johnson was removed from his jail cell by a lynch mob—aided by the local sheriff who left the prison virtually unguarded—and hung from a bridge, after which a deputy sheriff pinned a note on Johnson's body reading: "To Justice Harlan. Come get your nigger now."[137] The local sheriff, John Shipp, cited the Supreme Court's intervention as the rationale for the lynching. The Court appointed its deputy clerk as special master[image: External link] to preside over the trial in Chattanooga with closing arguments made in Washington before the Supreme Court justices, who found nine individuals guilty of contempt, sentencing three to 90 days in jail and the rest to 60 days in jail.[137][138][139]

In all other cases, however, the Court has only appellate jurisdiction, including the ability to issue writs of mandamus[image: External link] and writs of prohibition[image: External link] to lower courts. It considers cases based on its original jurisdiction very rarely; almost all cases are brought to the Supreme Court on appeal. In practice, the only original jurisdiction cases heard by the Court are disputes between two or more states.[citation needed[image: External link]]

The Court's appellate jurisdiction consists of appeals from federal courts of appeal (through certiorari[image: External link], certiorari before judgment[image: External link], and certified questions[image: External link]),[140] the United States Court of Appeals for the Armed Forces[image: External link] (through certiorari),[141] the Supreme Court of Puerto Rico[image: External link] (through certiorari),[142] the Supreme Court of the Virgin Islands[image: External link] (through certiorari),[143] the District of Columbia Court of Appeals[image: External link] (through certiorari),[144] and "final judgments or decrees rendered by the highest court of a State in which a decision could be had" (through certiorari).[144] In the last case, an appeal may be made to the Supreme Court from a lower state court if the state's highest court declined to hear an appeal or lacks jurisdiction to hear an appeal. For example, a decision rendered by one of the Florida District Courts of Appeal[image: External link] can be appealed to the U.S. Supreme Court if (a) the Supreme Court of Florida[image: External link] declined to grant certiorari, e.g. Florida Star v. B. J. F.[image: External link], or (b) the district court of appeal issued a per curiam[image: External link] decision simply affirming the lower court's decision without discussing the merits of the case, since the Supreme Court of Florida lacks jurisdiction to hear appeals of such decisions.[145] The power of the Supreme Court to consider appeals from state courts, rather than just federal courts, was created by the Judiciary Act of 1789 and upheld early in the Court's history, by its rulings in Martin v. Hunter's Lessee[image: External link] (1816) and Cohens v. Virginia[image: External link] (1821). The Supreme Court is the only federal court that has jurisdiction over direct appeals from state court decisions, although there are several devices that permit so-called "collateral review" of state cases.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Since Article Three of the United States Constitution stipulates that federal courts may only entertain "cases" or "controversies", the Supreme Court cannot decide cases that are moot and it does not render advisory opinions[image: External link], as the supreme courts of some states may do. For example, in DeFunis v. Odegaard[image: External link], 416[image: External link] U.S. 312[image: External link] (1974), the Court dismissed a lawsuit challenging the constitutionality of a law school affirmative action policy because the plaintiff student had graduated since he began the lawsuit, and a decision from the Court on his claim would not be able to redress any injury he had suffered. However, the Court recognizes some circumstances where it is appropriate to hear a case that is seemingly moot. If an issue is "capable of repetition yet evading review", the Court will address it even though the party before the Court would not himself be made whole by a favorable result. In Roe v. Wade, 410[image: External link] U.S. 113[image: External link] (1973), and other abortion cases, the Court addresses the merits of claims pressed by pregnant women seeking abortions even if they are no longer pregnant because it takes longer than the typical human gestation period to appeal a case through the lower courts to the Supreme Court. Another mootness exception is voluntary cessation of unlawful conduct, in which the Court considers the probability of recurrence and plaintiff's need for relief.[146]
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 Justices as Circuit Justices




The United States is divided into thirteen circuit courts of appeals[image: External link], each of which is assigned a "circuit justice" from the Supreme Court. Although this concept has been in continuous existence throughout the history of the republic, its meaning has changed through time.

Under the Judiciary Act of 1789, each justice was required to "ride circuit", or to travel within the assigned circuit and consider cases alongside local judges. This practice encountered opposition from many justices, who cited the difficulty of travel. Moreover, there was a potential for a conflict of interest on the Court if a justice had previously decided the same case while riding circuit. Circuit riding was abolished in 1891.

Today, the circuit justice for each circuit is responsible for dealing with certain types of applications that, under the Court's rules, may be addressed by a single justice. These include applications for emergency stays (including stays of execution in death-penalty cases) and injunctions pursuant to the All Writs Act[image: External link] arising from cases within that circuit, as well as routine requests such as requests for extensions of time. In the past, circuit justices also sometimes ruled on motions for bail[image: External link] in criminal cases, writs of habeas corpus[image: External link], and applications for writs of error[image: External link] granting permission to appeal. Ordinarily, a justice will resolve such an application by simply endorsing it "granted" or "denied" or entering a standard form of order. However, the justice may elect to write an opinion—referred to as an in-chambers opinion[image: External link]—in such matters if he or she wishes.

A circuit justice may sit as a judge on the Court of Appeals[image: External link] of that circuit, but over the past hundred years, this has rarely occurred. A circuit justice sitting with the Court of Appeals has seniority over the chief judge of the circuit.

The chief justice has traditionally been assigned to the District of Columbia Circuit, the Fourth Circuit (which includes Maryland and Virginia, the states surrounding the District of Columbia), and since it was established, the Federal Circuit[image: External link]. Each associate justice is assigned to one or two judicial circuits.

As of February 25, 2016, the allotment of the justices among the circuits is:[147]



	Circuit
	Justice



	District of Columbia Circuit[image: External link]
	Chief Justice Roberts



	First Circuit[image: External link]
	Justice Breyer



	Second Circuit[image: External link]
	Justice Ginsburg



	Third Circuit[image: External link]
	Justice Alito



	Fourth Circuit[image: External link]
	Chief Justice Roberts



	Fifth Circuit[image: External link]
	Justice Thomas



	Sixth Circuit[image: External link]
	Justice Kagan



	Seventh Circuit[image: External link]
	Justice Kagan



	Eighth Circuit[image: External link]
	Justice Alito



	Ninth Circuit[image: External link]
	Justice Kennedy



	Tenth Circuit[image: External link]
	Justice Sotomayor



	Eleventh Circuit[image: External link]
	Justice Thomas



	Federal Circuit[image: External link]
	Chief Justice Roberts




Four of the current justices are assigned to circuits on which they previously sat as circuit judges: Chief Justice Roberts (D.C. Circuit), Justice Breyer (First Circuit), Justice Alito (Third Circuit), and Justice Kennedy (Ninth Circuit).
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 Process




Main article: Procedures of the Supreme Court of the United States[image: External link]


A term of the Supreme Court commences on the first Monday of each October, and continues until June or early July of the following year. Each term consists of alternating periods of approximately two weeks known as "sittings" and "recesses." Justices hear cases and deliver rulings during sittings; they discuss cases and write opinions during recesses.
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 Case selection




Nearly all cases come before the court by way of petitions for writs of certiorari[image: External link], commonly referred to as "cert". The Court may review any case in the federal courts of appeals "by writ of certiorari granted upon the petition of any party to any civil or criminal case."[148] The Court may only review "final judgments rendered by the highest court of a state in which a decision could be had" if those judgments involve a question of federal statutory or constitutional law.[149] The party that appealed to the Court is the petitioner[image: External link] and the non-mover is the respondent[image: External link]. All case names before the Court are styled petitioner v. respondent, regardless of which party initiated the lawsuit in the trial court. For example, criminal prosecutions are brought in the name of the state and against an individual, as in State of Arizona v. Ernesto Miranda. If the defendant is convicted, and his conviction then is affirmed on appeal in the state supreme court[image: External link], when he petitions for cert the name of the case becomes Miranda v. Arizona[image: External link].

There are situations where the Court has original jurisdiction, such as when two states have a dispute against each other, or when there is a dispute between the United States and a state. In such instances, a case is filed with the Supreme Court directly. Examples of such cases include United States v. Texas[image: External link], a case to determine whether a parcel of land belonged to the United States or to Texas, and Virginia v. Tennessee[image: External link], a case turning on whether an incorrectly drawn boundary between two states can be changed by a state court, and whether the setting of the correct boundary requires Congressional approval. Although it has not happened since 1794 in the case of Georgia v. Brailsford[image: External link],[150] parties in an action at law in which the Supreme Court has original jurisdiction may request that a jury[image: External link] determine issues of fact.[151] Two other original jurisdiction cases involve colonial era borders and rights under navigable waters in New Jersey v. Delaware[image: External link], and water rights between riparian states upstream of navigable waters in Kansas v. Colorado[image: External link].

A cert petition is voted on at a session of the court called a conference. A conference is a private meeting of the nine Justices by themselves; the public and the Justices' clerks are excluded. If four Justices vote to grant the petition, the case proceeds to the briefing stage; otherwise, the case ends. Except in death penalty[image: External link] cases and other cases in which the Court orders briefing from the respondent, the respondent may, but is not required to, file a response to the cert petition.

The court grants a petition for cert only for "compelling reasons", spelled out in the court's Rule 10. Such reasons include:


	Resolving a conflict in the interpretation of a federal law or a provision of the federal Constitution

	Correcting an egregious departure from the accepted and usual course of judicial proceedings

	Resolving an important question of federal law, or to expressly review a decision of a lower court that conflicts directly with a previous decision of the Court.



When a conflict of interpretations arises from differing interpretations of the same law or constitutional provision issued by different federal circuit courts of appeals, lawyers call this situation a "circuit split." If the court votes to deny a cert petition, as it does in the vast majority of such petitions that come before it, it does so typically without comment. A denial of a cert petition is not a judgment on the merits of a case, and the decision of the lower court stands as the final ruling in the case.

To manage the high volume of cert petitions received by the Court each year (of the more than 7,000 petitions the Court receives each year, it will usually request briefing and hear oral argument in 100 or fewer), the Court employs an internal case management tool known as the "cert pool[image: External link]." Currently, all justices except for Justices Alito and Gorsuch participate in the cert pool.[152][153][154] [155]
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 Oral argument




When the Court grants a cert petition, the case is set for oral argument. Both parties will file briefs on the merits of the case, as distinct from the reasons they may have argued for granting or denying the cert petition. With the consent of the parties or approval of the Court, amici curiae[image: External link], or "friends of the court", may also file briefs. The Court holds two-week oral argument sessions each month from October through April. Each side has thirty minutes to present its argument (the Court may choose to give more time, though this is rare),[156] and during that time, the Justices may interrupt the advocate and ask questions. The petitioner gives the first presentation, and may reserve some time to rebut the respondent's arguments after the respondent has concluded. Amici curiae may also present oral argument on behalf of one party if that party agrees. The Court advises counsel to assume that the Justices are familiar with and have read the briefs filed in a case.
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 Supreme Court bar




In order to plead before the court, an attorney must first be admitted to the court's bar. Approximately 4,000 lawyers join the bar each year. The bar contains an estimated 230,000 members. In reality, pleading is limited to several hundred attorneys. The rest join for a one-time fee of $200, earning the court about $750,000 annually. Attorneys can be admitted as either individuals or as groups. The group admission is held before the current justices of the Supreme Court, wherein the Chief Justice approves a motion to admit the new attorneys.[157] Lawyers commonly apply for the cosmetic value of a certificate to display in their office or on their resume. They also receive access to better seating if they wish to attend an oral argument.[158] Members of the Supreme Court Bar are also granted access to the collections of the Supreme Court Library.[159]
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 Decision




At the conclusion of oral argument, the case is submitted for decision. Cases are decided by majority vote of the Justices. It is the Court's practice to issue decisions in all cases argued in a particular Term by the end of that Term. Within that Term, however, the Court is under no obligation to release a decision within any set time after oral argument. At the conclusion of oral argument, the Justices retire to another conference at which the preliminary votes are tallied, and the most senior Justice in the majority assigns the initial draft of the Court's opinion to a Justice on his or her side. Drafts of the Court's opinion, as well as any concurring[image: External link] or dissenting opinions[image: External link],[160] circulate among the Justices until the Court is prepared to announce the judgment in a particular case. Since recording devices are banned inside the courtroom of the United States Supreme Court Building, the delivery of the decision to the media is done via paper copies and is known as the Running of the Interns[image: External link].[161][162]

It is possible that, through recusals or vacancies, the Court divides evenly on a case. If that occurs, then the decision of the court below is affirmed, but does not establish binding precedent. In effect, it results in a return to the status quo[image: External link] ante. For a case to be heard, there must be a quorum of at least six justices.[163] If a quorum is not available to hear a case and a majority of qualified justices believes that the case cannot be heard and determined in the next term, then the judgment of the court below is affirmed as if the Court had been evenly divided. For cases brought to the Supreme Court by direct appeal from a United States District Court, the Chief Justice may order the case remanded to the appropriate U.S. Court of Appeals for a final decision there.[164] This has only occurred once in U.S. history, in the case of United States v. Alcoa[image: External link] (1945).[165]
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 Published opinions




The Court's opinions are published in three stages. First, a slip opinion is made available on the Court's web site and through other outlets. Next, several opinions and lists of the court's orders are bound together in paperback form, called a preliminary print of United States Reports, the official series of books in which the final version of the Court's opinions appears. About a year after the preliminary prints are issued, a final bound volume of U.S. Reports is issued. The individual volumes of U.S. Reports are numbered so that users may cite this set of reports—or a competing version published by another commercial legal publisher but containing parallel citations—to allow those who read their pleadings and other briefs to find the cases quickly and easily.

As of the beginning of October Term 2016, there are:


	564 final bound volumes of U.S. Reports, covering cases through the end of October Term 2010, which ended on September 28, 2011.[166]


	16 volumes' worth of opinions available in slip opinion[image: External link] form (volumes 565–580)[167]




As of March 2012, the U.S. Reports have published a total of 30,161 Supreme Court opinions, covering the decisions handed down from February 1790 to March 2012.[citation needed[image: External link]] This figure does not reflect the number of cases the Court has taken up, as several cases can be addressed by a single opinion (see, for example, Parents v. Seattle[image: External link], where Meredith v. Jefferson County Board of Education[image: External link] was also decided in the same opinion; by a similar logic, Miranda v. Arizona[image: External link] actually decided not only Miranda but also three other cases: Vignera v. New York, Westover v. United States, and California v. Stewart). A more unusual example is The Telephone Cases[image: External link], which comprise a single set of interlinked opinions that take up the entire 126th volume of the U.S. Reports.

Opinions are also collected and published in two unofficial, parallel reporters: Supreme Court Reporter[image: External link], published by West[image: External link] (now a part of Thomson Reuters[image: External link]), and United States Supreme Court Reports, Lawyers' Edition[image: External link] (simply known as Lawyers' Edition), published by LexisNexis[image: External link]. In court documents, legal periodicals, and other legal media, case citations generally contain the cites from each of the three reporters; for example, the citation to Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission[image: External link] is presented as Citizens United v. Federal Election Com'n, 585 U.S. 50, 130 S. Ct. 876, 175 L. Ed. 2d 753 (2010), with "S. Ct." representing the Supreme Court Reporter, and "L. Ed." representing the Lawyers' Edition.[168][169]
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 Citations to published opinions




Main article: Case citation § Supreme Court of the United States[image: External link]


Lawyers use an abbreviated format to cite cases, in the form "vol U.S. page, pin (year)", where vol is the volume number, page is the page number on which the opinion begins, and year is the year in which the case was decided. Optionally, pin is used to "pinpoint" to a specific page number within the opinion. For instance, the citation for Roe v. Wade is 410 U.S. 113 (1973), which means the case was decided in 1973 and appears on page 113 of volume 410 of U.S. Reports. For opinions or orders that have not yet been published in the preliminary print, the volume and page numbers may be replaced with "___".
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 Institutional powers and constraints




The Federal court system and the judicial authority to interpret the Constitution received little attention in the debates over the drafting and ratification of the Constitution. The power of judicial review[image: External link], in fact, is nowhere mentioned in it. Over the ensuing years, the question of whether the power of judicial review was even intended by the drafters of the Constitution was quickly frustrated by the lack of evidence bearing on the question either way.[170] Nevertheless, the power of judiciary to overturn laws and executive actions it determines are unlawful or unconstitutional is a well-established precedent. Many of the Founding Fathers[image: External link] accepted the notion of judicial review; in Federalist No. 78[image: External link], Alexander Hamilton wrote: "A Constitution is, in fact, and must be regarded by the judges, as a fundamental law. It therefore belongs to them to ascertain its meaning, as well as the meaning of any particular act proceeding from the legislative body. If there should happen to be an irreconcilable variance between the two, that which has the superior obligation and validity ought, of course, to be preferred; or, in other words, the Constitution ought to be preferred to the statute."

The Supreme Court firmly established its power to declare laws unconstitutional in Marbury v. Madison[image: External link] (1803), consummating the American system of checks and balances[image: External link]. In explaining the power of judicial review, Chief Justice John Marshall[image: External link] stated that the authority to interpret the law was the particular province of the courts, part of the duty of the judicial department to say what the law is. His contention was not that the Court had privileged insight into constitutional requirements, but that it was the constitutional duty of the judiciary, as well as the other branches of government, to read and obey the dictates of the Constitution.[171]

Since the founding of the republic, there has been a tension between the practice of judicial review and the democratic ideals[image: External link] of egalitarianism, self-government, self-determination and freedom of conscience. At one pole are those who view the Federal Judiciary and especially the Supreme Court as being "the most separated and least checked of all branches of government."[172] Indeed, federal judges and justices on the Supreme Court are not required to stand for election by virtue of their tenure "during good behavior", and their pay may "not be diminished" while they hold their position (Section 1 of Article Three[image: External link]). Though subject to the process of impeachment, only one Justice has ever been impeached and no Supreme Court Justice has been removed from office. At the other pole are those who view the judiciary as the least dangerous branch, with little ability to resist the exhortations of the other branches of government.[171] The Supreme Court, it is noted, cannot directly enforce its rulings; instead, it relies on respect for the Constitution and for the law for adherence to its judgments. One notable instance of nonacquiescence[image: External link] came in 1832, when the state of Georgia ignored the Supreme Court's decision in Worcester v. Georgia[image: External link]. President Andrew Jackson[image: External link], who sided with the Georgia courts, is supposed to have remarked, "John Marshall[image: External link] has made his decision; now let him enforce it!";[173] however, this alleged quotation has been disputed. Some state governments in the South also resisted the desegregation of public schools after the 1954 judgment Brown v. Board of Education[image: External link]. More recently, many feared that President Nixon would refuse to comply with the Court's order in United States v. Nixon[image: External link] (1974) to surrender the Watergate tapes[image: External link]. Nixon, however, ultimately complied with the Supreme Court's ruling.

Supreme Court decisions can be (and have been) purposefully overturned by constitutional amendment, which has happened on five occasions:


	
Chisholm v. Georgia[image: External link] (1793) – overturned by the Eleventh Amendment[image: External link] (1795)

	
Dred Scott v. Sandford[image: External link] (1857) – overturned by the Thirteenth Amendment[image: External link] (1865) and the Fourteenth Amendment[image: External link] (1868)

	
Pollock v. Farmers' Loan & Trust Co.[image: External link] (1895) – overturned by the Sixteenth Amendment[image: External link] (1913)

	
Minor v. Happersett[image: External link] (1875) – overturned by the Nineteenth Amendment[image: External link] (1920)

	
Oregon v. Mitchell[image: External link] (1970) – overturned by the Twenty-sixth Amendment[image: External link] (1971)



When the Court rules on matters involving the interpretation of laws rather than of the Constitution, simple legislative action can reverse the decisions (for example, in 2009 Congress passed the Lilly Ledbetter act[image: External link], superseding the limitations given in Ledbetter v. Goodyear Tire & Rubber Co.[image: External link] in 2007). Also, the Supreme Court is not immune from political and institutional consideration: lower federal courts and state courts sometimes resist doctrinal innovations, as do law enforcement officials.[174]

In addition, the other two branches can restrain the Court through other mechanisms. Congress can increase the number of justices, giving the President power to influence future decisions by appointments (as in Roosevelt's Court Packing Plan discussed above). Congress can pass legislation that restricts the jurisdiction of the Supreme Court and other federal courts over certain topics and cases: this is suggested by language in Section 2[image: External link] of Article Three, where the appellate jurisdiction is granted "with such Exceptions, and under such Regulations as the Congress shall make." The Court sanctioned such congressional action in the Reconstruction[image: External link] case ex parte McCardle[image: External link] (1869), though it rejected Congress' power to dictate how particular cases must be decided in United States v. Klein[image: External link] (1871).

On the other hand, through its power of judicial review, the Supreme Court has defined the scope and nature of the powers and separation between the legislative and executive branches of the federal government; for example, in United States v. Curtiss-Wright Export Corp.[image: External link] (1936), Dames & Moore v. Regan[image: External link] (1981), and notably in Goldwater v. Carter[image: External link] (1979), (where it effectively gave the Presidency the power to terminate ratified treaties without the consent of Congress or the Senate). The Court's decisions can also impose limitations on the scope of Executive authority, as in Humphrey's Executor v. United States[image: External link] (1935), the Steel Seizure Case[image: External link] (1952), and United States v. Nixon (1974).
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 Law clerks




See also: Law clerk[image: External link] and List of law clerks of the Supreme Court of the United States[image: External link]


Each Supreme Court justice hires several law Clerks[image: External link] to review petitions for writ of certiorari[image: External link], research[image: External link] them, prepare bench memorandums[image: External link], and draft opinions[image: External link]. Associate justices are allowed four clerks. The chief justice is allowed five clerks, but Chief Justice Rehnquist hired only three per year, and Chief Justice Roberts usually hires only four.[175] Generally, law clerks serve a term of one to two years.

The first law clerk was hired by Associate Justice Horace Gray[image: External link] in 1882.[175][176] Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr.[image: External link] and Louis Brandeis[image: External link] were the first Supreme Court justices to use recent law school[image: External link] graduates as clerks, rather than hiring a "stenographer-secretary".[177] Most law clerks are recent law school graduates.

The first female clerk was Lucile Lomen[image: External link], hired in 1944 by Justice William O. Douglas[image: External link].[175] The first African-American, William T. Coleman, Jr.[image: External link], was hired in 1948 by Justice Felix Frankfurter[image: External link].[175] A disproportionately large number of law clerks have obtained law degrees from elite law schools, especially Harvard, Yale, the University of Chicago, Columbia, and Stanford. From 1882 to 1940, 62% of law clerks were graduates of Harvard Law School.[175] Those chosen to be Supreme Court law clerks usually have graduated in the top of their law school class and were often an editor of the law review[image: External link] or a member of the moot court[image: External link] board. By the mid-1970s, clerking previously for a judge in a federal court of appeals[image: External link] had also become a prerequisite to clerking for a Supreme Court justice.[178]

Seven Supreme Court justices previously clerked for other justices: Byron White[image: External link] for Frederick M. Vinson[image: External link], John Paul Stevens[image: External link] for Wiley Rutledge[image: External link], William H. Rehnquist[image: External link] for Robert H. Jackson[image: External link], Stephen Breyer[image: External link] for Arthur Goldberg[image: External link], John G. Roberts, Jr.[image: External link] for William H. Rehnquist[image: External link], Elena Kagan[image: External link] for Thurgood Marshall[image: External link] and Neil Gorsuch for both Byron White[image: External link] and Anthony Kennedy[image: External link]. Gorsuch is the first justice to serve alongside a justice for whom he or she clerked.

Several current Supreme Court justices have also clerked in the federal courts of appeals: John G. Roberts, Jr.[image: External link] for Judge Henry Friendly[image: External link] of the United States Court of Appeals for the Second Circuit[image: External link], Justice Samuel Alito[image: External link] for Judge Leonard I. Garth[image: External link] of the United States Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit[image: External link], Elena Kagan[image: External link] for Judge Abner J. Mikva[image: External link] of the United States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit[image: External link], and Neil Gorsuch for Judge David B. Sentelle[image: External link] of the United States Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia[image: External link].
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 Politicization of the Court




Clerks hired by each of the justices of the Supreme Court are often given considerable leeway in the opinions they draft. "Supreme Court clerkship appeared to be a nonpartisan institution from the 1940s into the 1980s", according to a study published in 2009 by the law review of Vanderbilt University Law School.[179][180] "As law has moved closer to mere politics, political affiliations have naturally and predictably become proxies for the different political agendas that have been pressed in and through the courts", former federal court of appeals judge J. Michael Luttig[image: External link] said.[179] David J. Garrow[image: External link], professor of history at the University of Cambridge[image: External link], stated that the Court had thus begun to mirror the political branches of government. "We are getting a composition of the clerk workforce that is getting to be like the House of Representatives", Professor Garrow said. "Each side is putting forward only ideological purists."[179]

According to the Vanderbilt Law Review study, this politicized hiring trend reinforces the impression that the Supreme Court is "a superlegislature responding to ideological arguments rather than a legal institution responding to concerns grounded in the rule of law."[179] A poll conducted in June 2012 by The New York Times and CBS News showed that just 44 percent of Americans approve of the job the Supreme Court is doing. Three-quarters said the justices' decisions are sometimes influenced by their political or personal views.[181]
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 Criticism




The court has been the object of criticisms on a range of issues. Among them:
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 Judicial activism




The Supreme Court has been criticized for not keeping within Constitutional bounds by engaging in judicial activism[image: External link], rather than merely interpreting law and exercising judicial restraint[image: External link]. Claims of judicial activism are not confined to any particular ideology.[182] An often cited example of conservative[image: External link] judicial activism is the 1905 decision in Lochner v. New York[image: External link], which has been criticized by many prominent thinkers, including Robert Bork[image: External link], Justice Antonin Scalia[image: External link], and Chief Justice John Roberts[image: External link].[182][183] An often cited example of liberal[image: External link] judicial activism is Roe v. Wade[image: External link] (1973), which legalized abortion in part on the basis of the "right to privacy" expressed in the Fourteenth Amendment[image: External link], a reasoning that some critics argued was circuitous.[182] Legal scholars,[184][185] justices,[186] and presidential candidates[187] have criticized the Roe decision. The progressive Brown v. Board of Education[image: External link] decision has been criticized by conservatives such as Patrick Buchanan[image: External link][188] and former presidential contender Barry Goldwater[image: External link].[189] More recently, Citizens United v. Federal Election Commission[image: External link] was criticized for changing the long-standing view that the first amendment did not apply to the corporation.[190] Lincoln warned, referring to the Dred Scott[image: External link] decision, that if government policy became "irrevocably fixed by decisions of the Supreme Court...the people will have ceased to be their own rulers."[191] Former justice Thurgood Marshall[image: External link] justified judicial activism with these words: "You do what you think is right and let the law catch up."[192] During different historical periods, the Court has leaned in different directions.[193][194] Critics from both sides complain that activist-judges abandon the Constitution and substitute their own views instead.[195][196][197] Critics include writers such as Andrew Napolitano[image: External link],[198] Phyllis Schlafly[image: External link],[199] Mark R. Levin[image: External link],[200] Mark I. Sutherland,[201] and James MacGregor Burns[image: External link].[202][203] Past presidents from both parties have attacked judicial activism, including Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link], Richard Nixon, and Ronald Reagan.[204][205] Failed Supreme Court nominee Robert Bork wrote: "What judges have wrought is a coup d'état, – slow-moving and genteel, but a coup d'état nonetheless."[206] Senator Al Franken[image: External link] quipped that when politicians talk about judicial activism, "their definition of an activist judge is one who votes differently than they would like."[207] One law professor claimed in a 1978 article that the Supreme Court is in some respects "certainly a legislative body."[208]
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 Failing to protect individual rights




Court decisions have been criticized for failing to protect individual rights: the Dred Scott[image: External link] (1857) decision upheld slavery;[209] Plessy v Ferguson[image: External link] (1896) upheld segregation[image: External link] under the doctrine of separate but equal[image: External link];[210] Kelo v. City of New London[image: External link] (2005) was criticized by prominent politicians, including New Jersey governor Jon Corzine[image: External link], as undermining property rights.[211][212] Some critics suggest the 2009 bench with a conservative majority has "become increasingly hostile to voters" by siding with Indiana's voter identification laws which tend to "disenfranchise large numbers of people without driver's licenses, especially poor and minority voters", according to one report.[213] Senator Al Franken[image: External link] criticized the Court for "eroding individual rights."[207] However, others argue that the Court is too protective of some individual rights, particularly those of people accused of crimes or in detention. For example, Chief Justice Warren Burger[image: External link] was an outspoken critic of the exclusionary rule, and Justice Scalia[image: External link] criticized the Court's decision in Boumediene v. Bush[image: External link] for being too protective of the rights of Guantanamo[image: External link] detainees, on the grounds that habeas corpus[image: External link] was "limited" to sovereign territory.[214]
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 Supreme Court has too much power




This criticism is related to complaints about judicial activism. George Will[image: External link] wrote that the Court has an "increasingly central role in American governance."[215] It was criticized for intervening in bankruptcy proceedings regarding ailing carmaker Chrysler Corporation[image: External link] in 2009.[216] A reporter wrote that "Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg[image: External link]'s intervention in the Chrysler bankruptcy" left open the "possibility of further judicial review" but argued overall that the intervention was a proper use of Supreme Court power to check the executive branch.[216] Warren E. Burger, before becoming Chief Justice[image: External link], argued that since the Supreme Court has such "unreviewable power" it is likely to "self-indulge itself" and unlikely to "engage in dispassionate analysis".[217] Larry Sabato[image: External link] wrote "excessive authority has accrued to the federal courts, especially the Supreme Court."[218]
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 Courts are poor check on executive power




British constitutional scholar Adam Tomkins[image: External link] sees flaws in the American system of having courts (and specifically the Supreme Court) act as checks on the Executive and Legislative branches; he argues that because the courts must wait, sometimes for years, for cases to wend their way through the system, their ability to restrain the other two branches is severely weakened.[219][220] In contrast, the Federal Constitutional Court of Germany[image: External link] for example, can directly declare a law unconstitutional upon request.
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 Federal versus state power




There has been debate throughout American history about the boundary between federal and state power. While Framers such as James Madison[221] and Alexander Hamilton[222] argued in The Federalist Papers[image: External link] that their then-proposed Constitution would not infringe on the power of state governments,[223][224][225][226] others argue that expansive federal power[image: External link] is good and consistent with the Framers' wishes.[227] The Tenth Amendment to the United States Constitution[image: External link] explicitly grants "powers not delegated to the United States by the Constitution, nor prohibited by it to the States, are reserved to the States respectively, or to the people." The Supreme Court has been criticized for giving the federal government[image: External link] too much power to interfere with state authority. One criticism is that it has allowed the federal government to misuse the Commerce Clause[image: External link] by upholding regulations and legislation which have little to do with interstate commerce, but that were enacted under the guise of regulating interstate commerce; and by voiding state legislation for allegedly interfering with interstate commerce. For example, the Commerce Clause was used by the Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals to uphold the Endangered Species Act, thus protecting six endemic species of insect near Austin, Texas, despite the fact that the insects had no commercial value and did not travel across state lines; the Supreme Court let that ruling stand without comment in 2005.[228] Chief Justice John Marshall[image: External link] asserted Congress's power over interstate commerce was "complete in itself, may be exercised to its utmost extent, and acknowledges no limitations, other than are prescribed in the Constitution."[229] Justice Alito[image: External link] said congressional authority under the Commerce Clause[image: External link] is "quite broad."[230] Modern day theorist Robert B. Reich[image: External link] suggests debate over the Commerce Clause[image: External link] continues today.[229] Advocates of states' rights[image: External link] such as constitutional scholar Kevin Gutzman[image: External link] have also criticized the Court, saying it has misused the Fourteenth Amendment[image: External link] to undermine state authority. Justice Brandeis[image: External link], in arguing for allowing the states to operate without federal interference, suggested that states should be laboratories of democracy[image: External link].[231] One critic wrote "the great majority of Supreme Court rulings of unconstitutionality involve state, not federal, law."[232] However, others see the Fourteenth Amendment[image: External link] as a positive force that extends "protection of those rights and guarantees to the state level."[233]
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 Secretive proceedings




The Court has been criticized for keeping its deliberations hidden from public view.[234] According to a review of Jeffrey Toobin[image: External link]'s expose The Nine: Inside the Secret World of the Supreme Court[image: External link]; "Its inner workings are difficult for reporters to cover, like a closed "cartel", only revealing itself through "public events and printed releases, with nothing about its inner workings".[235] The reviewer writes: "few (reporters) dig deeply into court affairs. It all works very neatly; the only ones hurt are the American people, who know little about nine individuals with enormous power over their lives."[235] Larry Sabato[image: External link] complains about the Court's "insularity."[218] A Fairleigh Dickinson University[image: External link] poll conducted in 2010 found that 61% of American voters agreed that televising Court hearings[image: External link] would "be good for democracy", and 50% of voters stated they would watch Court proceedings if they were televised.[236][237] In recent years, many justices have appeared on television, written books, and made public statements to journalists.[238][239] In a 2009 interview on C-SPAN, journalists Joan Biskupic[image: External link] (of USA Today[image: External link]) and Lyle Denniston[image: External link] (of SCOTUSblog[image: External link]) argued that the Court is a "very open" institution, with only the justices' private conferences being inaccessible to others.[238] In October 2010, the Court began the practice of posting on its website recordings and transcripts of oral arguments on the Friday after they take place.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Judicial interference in political disputes




Some Court decisions have been criticized for injecting the Court into the political arena, and deciding questions that are the purview of the other two branches of government. The Bush v. Gore[image: External link] decision, in which the Supreme Court intervened in the 2000 presidential election and effectively chose George W. Bush[image: External link] over Al Gore[image: External link], has been criticized extensively, particularly by liberals[image: External link].[235][240][241][242][243][244] Another example are Court decisions on apportionment and re-districting[image: External link]: in Baker v. Carr[image: External link], the court decided it could rule on apportionment questions; Justice Frankfurter[image: External link] in a "scathing dissent" argued against the court wading into so-called political questions[image: External link].[245]
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 Not choosing enough cases to review




Senator Arlen Specter[image: External link] said the Court should "decide more cases".[207] On the other hand, although Justice Scalia[image: External link] acknowledged in a 2009 interview that the number of cases that the Court hears now is smaller today than when he first joined the Supreme Court, he also stated that he has not changed his standards for deciding whether to review a case, nor does he believe his colleagues have changed their standards. He attributed the high volume of cases in the late 1980s, at least in part, to an earlier flurry of new federal legislation that was making its way through the courts.[238]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Lifetime tenure




Critic Larry Sabato[image: External link] wrote: "The insularity of lifetime tenure, combined with the appointments of relatively young attorneys who give long service on the bench, produces senior judges representing the views of past generations better than views of the current day."[218] Sanford Levinson[image: External link] has been critical of justices who stayed in office despite medical deterioration based on longevity.[246] James MacGregor Burns[image: External link] stated lifelong tenure has "produced a critical time lag, with the Supreme Court institutionally almost always behind the times."[202] Proposals to solve these problems include term limits[image: External link] for justices, as proposed by Levinson[247] and Sabato[218][248] as well as a mandatory retirement age proposed by Richard Epstein[image: External link],[249] among others.[250] However, others suggest lifetime tenure brings substantial benefits, such as impartiality and freedom from political pressure. Alexander Hamilton in Federalist 78[image: External link] wrote "nothing can contribute so much to its firmness and independence as permanency in office."[251]
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 Accepting gifts




The 21st century has seen increased scrutiny of justices accepting expensive gifts and travel. All of the members of the Roberts Court have accepted travel or gifts. In 2012, Justice Sonia Sotomayor received $1.9 million in advances from her publisher Knopf Doubleday.[252] Justice Scalia and others took dozens of expensive trips to exotic locations paid for by private donors.[253] Private events sponsored by partisan groups that are attended by both the justices and those who have an interest in their decisions have raised concerns about access and inappropriate communications.[254] Stephen Spaulding, the legal director at Common Cause[image: External link], said: "There are fair questions raised by some of these trips about their commitment to being impartial."[253]
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List of museums in Washington, D.C.






This list of museums in Washington, D.C. encompasses museums[image: External link] defined for this context as institutions (including nonprofit organizations[image: External link], government entities, and private businesses[image: External link]) that collect and care for objects of cultural, artistic, scientific, or historical interest and make their collections or related exhibits available for public viewing. Also included are university and non-profit art galleries. Museums that exist only in cyberspace (i.e., virtual museums[image: External link]) are not included.

Museums

To use the sortable table, click on the icons at the top of each column to sort that column in alphabetical order; click again for reverse alphabetical order. Additionally, the museums listed below are all mapped[image: External link] with pricing for each one.



	Name
	Image
	Smithsonian
	Type
	Summary/Website



	African American Civil War Memorial Museum
	
	
	African American history[image: External link]
	Operated by the National Mall and Memorial Parks, history of the African American soldiers and sailors who fought for the Union in the United States Civil War



	American University Museum[image: External link]
	
	Art[image: External link]
	Part of American University, regional, national, and international contemporary art



	Anacostia Community Museum
	Smithsonian Institution
	African American history
	Local history and culture



	Anderson House[image: External link]
	
	Historic house[image: External link]
	Headquarters of the Society of the Cincinnati, early 1900s palatial residence with period furnishings, Society artifacts, portraits, armaments, and personal artifacts of Revolutionary War soldiers



	Art Museum of the Americas[image: External link]
	
	Art
	Founded by the Organization of American States as a museum for modern and contemporary Latin American and Caribbean art



	Charles Sumner School[image: External link]
	
	History
	One of the first public school buildings erected for the education of Washington's black community



	Christian Heurich Mansion[image: External link]
	
	Historic house
	Gilded Age mansion with early household innovations



	Clara Barton Missing Soldiers Office
	
	
	History
	website[image: External link], apartment where Clara Barton[image: External link] lived throughout the Civil War that was her home base for her work as the "angel of the battlefield." After the war, she ran the Missing Soldiers Office out of this apartment. Barton and her staff received approximately 66,000 letters from families looking for their lost loved ones. They were able to locate approximately 23,000 missing men.



	Corcoran Gallery of Art
	
	Art
	American art from early days up to the present, part of the Corcoran College of Art and Design



	DAR Museum[image: External link]
	
	Art
	Owned by Daughters of the American Revolution[image: External link], features 30 period rooms of decorative arts including furniture, silver, paintings, ceramics, textiles, toys, quilts



	Decatur House[image: External link]
	
	Historic house
	Early 19th-century house with exhibits about the White House. Currently closed for tours.



	Dumbarton House[image: External link]
	
	Historic house
	Early 19th century period house, headquarters of The National Society of The Colonial Dames of America[image: External link]



	Dumbarton Oaks Research Library and Collection[image: External link]
	
	Library
	Exhibits of Byzantine and Pre-Columbian art and European masterpieces from its collections



	Folger Shakespeare Library[image: External link]
	
	Library
	Exhibits from its collections about William Shakespeare[image: External link]



	Ford's Theatre National Historic Site
	
	History
	Site of assassination of President Abraham Lincoln, includes theater presentation, Lincoln museum, and Petersen House[image: External link] where he was taken



	Freer Gallery of Art
	Smithsonian
	Art
	Asian art including East Asia, South Asia, Southeast Asia, the Islamic world, the ancient Near East, and ancient Egypt, as well as a significant collection of American art



	Frederick Douglass National Historic Site[image: External link]
	
	Historic house
	Home and estate of Frederick Douglass[image: External link], one of the most prominent African Americans of the 19th century



	Gallaudet University Museum
	
	
	Culture/history
	Permanent and rotating exhibits chronicling deaf culture and history[1]



	General Federation of Women's Clubs Headquarters[image: External link]
	
	Historic house
	Tours of the social clubhouse headquarters, changing exhibits of art, photographs and artifacts from its collections



	George Washington University Art Galleries[image: External link]
	
	
	Art
	Two galleries, includes painting, sculpture, and photographs, ranging from rare historic pieces to Washingtoniana and Americana to modern art



	Georgetown University Art Galleries
	
	
	Art
	Located in the Walsh building and around the Georgetown campus[2]



	German-American Heritage Museum of the USA[image: External link]
	
	Ethnic German American[image: External link]
	German-American history and culture, operated by the German-American Heritage Foundation of the USA[image: External link] in a Victorian townhouse



	Hillwood Estate, Museum & Gardens[image: External link]
	
	Decorative arts
	Estate and gardens of Marjorie Merriweather Post[image: External link], rooms decorated with her collections of 18th- and 19th-century French art, china and art treasures from Imperial Russia



	Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden
	Smithsonian
	Art
	Contemporary and modern art



	Historical Society of Washington, D.C.[image: External link]
	
	History, Library
	Exhibits of the city's history from its collections



	Howard University Gallery of Art
	
	
	Art
	Located in Childers Hall, home of the Fine Arts Division of the College of Arts and Sciences[3]



	Interior Museum[image: External link]
	
	History
	Activities of the agencies of the United States Department of the Interior[image: External link], including the National Park Service, Bureau of Indian Affairs[image: External link], Bureau of Land Management[image: External link], Bureau of Reclamation[image: External link], United States Fish and Wildlife Service[image: External link] and United States Geological Survey



	International Spy Museum
	
	History
	Espionage history, artifacts, famous figures



	Kreeger Museum[image: External link]
	
	Art
	19th- and 20th-century paintings and sculptures by internationally known artists, works by local Washington artists, traditional west and central African art



	Laogai Museum[image: External link]
	
	Prison
	Confronts the tragic legacy of China’s Laogai system of forced labor prisons



	L. Ron Hubbard House[image: External link]
	
	Historic house
	Residence of Scientology[image: External link] founder L. Ron Hubbard[image: External link] from 1955 until 1959



	Library of Congress
	
	Library
	Exhibits from its collections in American history, culture and art



	Lillian & Albert Small Jewish Museum[image: External link]
	
	Ethnic - Jewish history
	History of the local Jewish community; preserves the oldest synagogue building in the Washington, D.C., area; operated by the Jewish Historical Society of Greater Washington



	Lincoln Memorial
	
	History
	Includes displays about the building of the Memorial and some of Lincoln's phrases



	Madame Tussauds Washington D.C.[image: External link]
	
	Wax museum[image: External link]
	Wax figures of media celebrities, Presidents, political figures, historical figures, sports stars and more



	Marian Koshland Science Museum
	
	Science[image: External link]
	Modern science and scientific issues including climate change, learning, aging and infectious disease



	Mary McLeod Bethune Council House National Historic Site[image: External link]
	
	Historic house
	Home of educator and civil rights leader Mary McLeod Bethune[image: External link]



	Meridian International Center[image: External link]
	
	Art
	Exhibitions of paintings, photographs, sculptures, videos, and crafts that reflect various aspects of American culture to encourage foreign understanding



	O Street Museum Foundation
	
	
	Art
	The collection rotates and changes daily and includes art, music, architecture, memorabilia, manuscripts, sculpture and other items that promote exploration of the creative process.



	National Air and Space Museum
	Smithsonian
	Aerospace[image: External link]
	History and science of aviation and spaceflight, as well as planetary science and terrestrial geology and geophysics



	National Archives
	
	Archives / History
	Exhibits from its collections including the Declaration of Independence, the Constitution, the Bill of Rights[image: External link], and a copy of the 1297 Magna Carta[image: External link] confirmed by Edward I



	National Bonsai and Penjing Museum[image: External link]
	
	Natural history
	Located on the campus of the United States National Arboretum, Bonsai[image: External link] and Penjing[image: External link] botanical specimens and displays



	National Building Museum
	
	Architecture
	Exhibits about architecture, design, engineering, construction, and urban planning



	National Gallery of Art
	
	Art
	Paintings, drawings, prints, photographs, sculpture, medals, and decorative arts that trace the development of Western Art from the Middle Ages to the present



	National Geographic Museum[image: External link]
	
	Natural history
	Operated by the National Geographic Society, changing exhibits of photography, natural history, culture and history



	National Guard Memorial Museum[image: External link]
	
	Military
	History of the National Guard of the United States from the Revolutionary War[image: External link] era to post- 9/11[image: External link] era



	National Museum of African American History and Culture[image: External link]
	Smithsonian
	Ethnic - African American
	National museum devoted to the documentation of African American life, history, and culture. Opened September 24, 2016.[4]



	National Museum of African Art
	Smithsonian
	Art
	African art and culture, includes paintings, musical instruments, sculpture, jewelry, regalia, textiles, pottery



	National Museum of American History
	Smithsonian
	History
	American social, political, cultural, scientific and military history



	National Museum of the American Indian
	Smithsonian
	Ethnic - Native American[image: External link]
	Life, languages, literature, history and arts of the Native Americans of the Western Hemisphere



	National Museum of American Jewish Military History[image: External link]
	
	Ethnic - Jewish[image: External link] - Military - History
	Jewish Americans who served in the armed forces



	National Museum of Natural History[image: External link]
	Smithsonian
	Natural history
	Galleries include paleontology, geology, mammals, human origins, insects, ocean life, gems and minerals, Western, African and Korean cultures



	National Museum of Women in the Arts
	
	Art
	Women’s achievements in the visual, performing and literary arts



	National Portrait Gallery
	Smithsonian
	Art - History
	Images and history of famous individual Americans



	National Postal Museum
	Smithsonian
	Philately
	History of the United States Postal Service[image: External link] and of mail service around the world



	Newseum
	
	Media
	Interactive museum of news and journalism



	The Octagon House[image: External link]
	
	Historic house
	Early 19th-century townhouse



	Old Stone House
	
	Historic house
	Mid 18th century period house



	Phillips Collection[image: External link]
	
	Art
	American and European impressionist and modern art



	President Lincoln's Cottage at the Soldiers' Home
	
	Historic house
	Cottage retreat of President Abraham Lincoln and other Presidents



	Renwick Gallery
	Smithsonian
	Decorative arts
	American craft and decorative arts from the 19th century to the 21st century



	Arthur M. Sackler Gallery
	Smithsonian
	Art
	Include Chinese, Indian, Korean and Japanese paintings, photography, contemporary ceramics from China, 19th- and 20th-century Japanese prints, contemporary Japanese pottery, Persian and Islamic paintings and manuscripts



	Saint John Paul II National Shrine[image: External link]
	
	Religion
	Life and papacy of Pope John Paul II[image: External link] and the history of Catholic heritage in North America



	Salve Regina Gallery
	
	
	Art
	Part of Catholic University of America[5]



	Scottish Rite Temple and Supreme Council Library[image: External link]
	
	Masonic
	Masonic principles of personal, social and intellectual freedom, artifacts of American history, Masonic regalia and memorabilia



	S. Dillon Ripley Center
	Smithsonian
	Exhibition
	Exhibits of art, photography



	Sewall-Belmont House and Museum[image: External link]
	
	Historic house[image: External link] - History
	U.S. women's suffrage and equal-rights movements



	Smithsonian American Art Museum
	Smithsonian
	Art
	American art that covers all regions and art movements found in the United States



	Textile Museum[image: External link]
	
	Textiles
	Textiles from around the world including rugs, clothing



	Tudor Place
	
	Historic house
	Mansion with European and American decorative arts including American silver, porcelain, furniture, glassware, sculpture, portraits, prints, and textiles



	United States Capitol
	
	Government
	Tours of the building



	United States Capitol Visitor Center[image: External link]
	
	History
	History of the U.S. Capitol and Congress



	United States Holocaust Memorial Museum
	
	History
	History of the Holocaust[image: External link] in Europe



	U.S. Navy Museum[image: External link]
	
	Maritime[image: External link] - Military
	History of the U.S. Navy from the American Revolution to the present, naval artifacts, models, documents and fine art



	Washington Monument
	
	History
	



	White House
	
	Historic house
	Official state residence of the President of the United States, tours by advance reservation



	The Wilderness Society Gallery[image: External link]
	
	
	Photography
	Exhibits from its collections, including photos by Ansel Adams[image: External link][6]



	Woman's National Democratic Club Museum[image: External link]
	
	Historic house
	website[image: External link], political memorabilia, artwork, and photographs in the Whittemore House[image: External link], headquarters of the Woman's National Democratic Club[image: External link]



	Woodrow Wilson House[image: External link]
	
	Historic house
	Home of President Woodrow Wilson[image: External link] after he left office




Defunct museums


	Bead Museum, closed December 2008,[7] museum website[image: External link]


	Black Fashion Museum

	Fondo del Sol[image: External link]

	National Jewish Museum, collections now online,[8] trying to establish to new museum[9]


	
National Museum of Crime & Punishment[image: External link], closed in September 2015 and is currently looking for a new home[10]


	National Pinball Museum, website[image: External link], planned move to Baltimore, Maryland[image: External link]


	Washington Gallery of Modern Art[image: External link]

	
USS Barry (DD-933)[image: External link], closed in 2015[11]




See also


	
Arboreta in Washington, D.C.[image: External link] (category)

	
Aquaria in Washington, D.C.[image: External link] (category)

	
Botanical gardens in Washington, D.C.[image: External link] (category)

	
Houses in Washington, D.C.[image: External link] (category)

	Museums list[image: External link]

	Nature centers in Washington, D.C.[image: External link]

	
Observatories in Washington, D.C.[image: External link] (category)
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National Mall






For the similar parkway situated in front of California State Capitol[image: External link], see Capitol Mall[image: External link].

The National Mall is a national park in downtown Washington, D.C., the capital[image: External link] of the United States. The National Park Service (NPS) administers the National Mall, which is part of its National Mall and Memorial Parks unit.[3] The term National Mall commonly includes areas that are officially part of West Potomac Park and Constitution Gardens to the west, and often is taken to refer to the entire area between the Lincoln Memorial and the United States Capitol, with the Washington Monument dividing the area slightly west of its midpoint.[4] A smaller designation, sometimes referred to as the Mall proper, excludes both the Capitol grounds and the Washington Monument grounds, applying only to an area between them. The National Mall contains a number of museums and memorials and receives approximately 24 million visitors each year.[5]
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See also: History of Washington, D.C.


In his 1791 plan for the future city of Washington, D.C., Pierre (Peter) Charles L'Enfant envisioned a garden-lined "grand avenue" approximately 1 mile (1.6 km) in length and 400 feet (120 m) wide, in an area that would lie between the Capitol building and an equestrian statue of George Washington to be placed directly south of the White House (see L'Enfant Plan).[6][7][8] The National Mall occupies the site of this planned "grand avenue", which was never constructed. The Washington Monument stands near the planned site of its namesake's equestrian statue. Mathew Carey[image: External link]'s 1802 map is reported to be the first to name the area west of the United States Capitol as the "Mall".[9][10]

During the early 1850s, architect and horticulturist Andrew Jackson Downing[image: External link] designed a landscape plan for the Mall.[7][9] Over the next half century, federal agencies developed several naturalistic parks within the Mall in accordance with Downing's plan.[7][9] Two such areas were Henry Park and Seaton Park.[11] In addition, railroad tracks crossed the Mall on 6th Street, west of the Capitol.[7] Near the tracks, a large market (Central Market) and a railroad station[image: External link] rose on the north side of the Mall. Greenhouses belonging to the U.S. Botanic Garden appeared near the east end of the Mall.[9]

In 1901, the McMillan Commission's plan, which was partially inspired by the City Beautiful Movement[image: External link] and which purportedly extended L'Enfant's plan, called for a radical redesign of the Mall that would replace its greenhouses, gardens, trees, and commercial/industrial facilities with an open space.[7][9][12] The plan differed from L'Enfant's by replacing the 400 feet (120 m) wide "grand avenue" with a 300 feet (91 m) wide vista containing a long and broad expanse of grass. Four rows of American elm (Ulmus americana)[image: External link] trees planted fifty feet apart between two paths or streets would line each side of the vista. Buildings housing cultural and educational institutions constructed in the Beaux-Arts style would line each outer path or street, on the opposite side of the path or street from the elms.[7][9][12][13][14]

In subsequent years, the vision of the McMillan plan was generally followed with the planting of American elms and the layout of four boulevards down the Mall, two on either side of a wide lawn[image: External link].[13][15][16] In accordance with a plan that it completed in 1976, the NPS converted the two innermost boulevards (Washington and Adams Drives) into gravel walking paths.[13] The two outermost boulevards (Jefferson Drive Southwest (SW) and Madison Drive Northwest (NW)) remain paved and open to vehicular traffic.[13]

In 1918 contractors for the United States Navy[image: External link]'s Bureau of Yards and Docks[image: External link] constructed the "Main Navy" and "Munitions" Buildings[image: External link] along nearly a third of a mile of the south side of Constitution Avenue (then known as B Street), from 17th Street NW to 21st Street NW.[17][18][19] Although the Navy intended the buildings to provide temporary quarters for the United States military during World War I[image: External link], the reinforced concrete[image: External link] structures remained in place until 1970.[17][18] Much of the buildings' area then became Constitution Gardens, which was dedicated in 1976.[18][20]

From the 1970s to 1994, a fiberglass[image: External link] model of a triceratops[image: External link] named "Uncle Beazley[image: External link]" stood on the Mall in front of the National Museum of Natural History[image: External link]. The life-size statue, which is now located at the National Zoological Park (the National Zoo) in Northwest Washington, D.C., was donated to the Smithsonian Institution by the Sinclair Oil Corporation[image: External link]. The statue, which Louis Paul Jonas[image: External link] created for Sinclair's DinoLand pavilion at the 1964 New York World's Fair[image: External link], was named after a dinosaur[image: External link] in Oliver Butterworth[image: External link]'s 1956 children's book, The Enormous Egg, and the 1968 televised movie adaptation in which the statue appeared.[21]

In 2003, the 108th United States Congress[image: External link] enacted the Commemorative Works Clarification and Revision Act. This Act prohibits the siting of new commemorative works and visitor centers in a designated reserve area within the cross-axis of the Mall.[22]

In October 2013, a two-week federal government shutdown[image: External link] closed the National Mall and its museums and monuments.[23] However, when a group of elderly veterans tried to enter the National World War II Memorial during the shutdown's first day, the memorial's barricades were removed.[24] The NPS subsequently announced that the veterans had a legal right to be in the memorial and would not be barred in the future.[25] During the shutdown's second week, the NPS permitted a controversial immigration rally and concert to take place on the Mall.[26]

On October 15, 1966, the NPS listed the National Mall on the National Register of Historic Places[image: External link].[27] In 1981, the NPS prepared a National Register nomination form that documented the Mall's boundaries, features and historical significance.[6]

On December 8, 2016, the NPS listed on the National Register of Historic Places an increase in the National Mall Historic District[image: External link]'s boundary to encompass an area bounded by 3rd Street, NW/SW, Independence Avenue, SW, Raoul Wallenberg Place, SW, the CSX Railroad[image: External link], the Potomac River, Constitution Ave., NW, 17th Street, NW, the White House Grounds and 15th Street, NW. The listing's registration form, which contained 232 pages, described and illustrated the history and features of the historic district's proposed expanded area.[2]
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 Measurements
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 Dimensions




See also: Geography of Washington, D.C.



	Between the Capitol steps and the Lincoln Memorial, the Mall spans 1.9 miles (3.0 km).

	Between the Capitol steps and the Washington Monument, the Mall spans 1.2 miles (1.8 km).

	Between the Ulysses S. Grant Memorial and the Lincoln Memorial, the Mall covers 309.2 acres (125.13 ha).

	Between Constitution Avenue NW and Independence Avenue[image: External link] SW at 7th Street[image: External link], the width of the Mall is 1,586 feet (483 m).

	Between Madison Drive NW and Jefferson Drive SW at 7th Street, the width of the Mall's open space is 656 feet (200 m).

	Between the innermost rows of trees near 7th Street, the width of the Mall's vista is 300 feet (91 m).
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 Boundaries




In its 1981 National Register of Historic Places nomination form, the NPS defined the boundaries of the National Mall (proper) as Constitution and Pennsylvania Avenues on the north, 1st Street NW on the east, Independence and Maryland Avenues on the south, and 14th Street NW[image: External link] on the west, with the exception of the section of land bordered by Jefferson Drive on the north, Independence Avenue on the south, and by 12th and 14th Streets respectively on the east and west, which the U.S. Department of Agriculture administers and which contains the Jamie L. Whitten Building (U.S. Department of Agriculture Administration Building)[image: External link].[6][28]

However, a 2010 NPS plan for the Mall contains maps that show the Mall's general area to be larger.[29][30] A document within the plan describes this area as "the grounds of the U.S. Capitol west to the Potomac River, and from the Thomas Jefferson Memorial north to Constitution Avenue".[4] A map within the plan entitled "National Mall Areas" illustrates "The Mall" as being the green space bounded on the east by 3rd Street, on the west by 14th Street, on the north by Jefferson Drive, NW, and on the south by Madison Drive, SW.[31] A Central Intelligence Agency map shows the Mall as occupying the space between the Lincoln Memorial and the United States Capitol.[32]

In 2011, the 112th United States Congress[image: External link] enacted the Legislative Branch Appropriations Act, 2012, which transferred to the Architect of the Capitol[image: External link] the NPS "property which is bounded on the north by Pennsylvania Avenue Northwest, on the east by First Street Northwest and First Street Southwest, on the south by Maryland Avenue Southwest, and on the west by Third Street Southwest and Third Street Northwest".[33] This act removed Union Square[image: External link] (the area containing the Ulysses S. Grant Memorial and the Capitol Reflecting Pool[image: External link]) from NPS jurisdiction.[34]
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 Purposes




The National Park Service states that the purposes of the National Mall are to:


	Provide a monumental, dignified, and symbolic setting for the governmental structures, museums and national memorials as first delineated by the L'Enfant plan and further outlined in the McMillan plan.

	Maintain and provide for the use of the National Mall with its public promenades as a completed work of civic art, a designed historic landscape providing extraordinary vistas to symbols of the nation.

	Maintain National Mall commemorative works (memorials, monuments, statues, sites, gardens) that honor presidential legacies, distinguished public figures, ideas, events, and military and civilian sacrifices and contributions.

	Forever retain the West Potomac Park section of the National Mall as a public park for recreation and enjoyment of the people.

	Maintain the National Mall in the heart of the nation's capital as a stage for national events and a preeminent national civic space for public gatherings because it is here that the constitutional rights of speech and peaceful assembly find their fullest expression.

	Maintain the National Mall as an area free of commercial advertising while retaining the ability to recognize sponsors.[4]
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 Landmarks, museums, and other features




The National Mall (proper) contains the following landmarks, museums[image: External link] and other features:[4][6]



	
2. National Museum of American History[37]

3. National Museum of Natural History[image: External link]

4. National Gallery of Art Sculpture Garden[image: External link]

5. West Building of the National Gallery of Art

6. East Building of the National Gallery of Art

10. National Museum of the American Indian[38]



	 
	
11. National Air and Space Museum

12. Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden

13. Arts and Industries Building

14. Smithsonian Institution Building ("The Castle")

15. Freer Gallery of Art



	 
	
16. Arthur M. Sackler Gallery

17. National Museum of African Art

Andrew Jackson Downing Memorial Urn[39]

Joseph Henry[image: External link] Statue[40]

Smithsonian Carousel[41][42]







With the exception of the National Gallery of Art, all of the museums on the National Mall (proper) are part of the Smithsonian Institution. The Smithsonian Gardens[image: External link] maintains a number of gardens near its museums.[43] These gardens include:



	
Mary Livingston Ripley[image: External link] Garden[44]

Enid A. Haupt Garden[image: External link][45]

Kathrine Dulin Folger Rose Garden[46]

Butterfly Habitat Garden[47]



	 
	
Victory Garden at the National Museum of American History[48]

Heirloom Garden at the National Museum of American History, Behring Center[49]

Native Landscape at the National Museum of the American Indian[50]

Hirshhorn Museum and Sculpture Garden[51]







The broader area of the National Mall includes numerous other landmarks and features.

Features east of the National Mall (proper) include the following:



	
United States Capitol and its grounds (#7 on image)

Union Square[image: External link][52]

Ulysses S. Grant Memorial (#8 on image)

Capitol Reflecting Pool



	 
	
James A. Garfield Monument[53]

Peace Monument,[54]

United States Botanic Garden (#9 on image)






Features west of the National Mall (proper) include the following:



	
United States Department of Agriculture South Building[image: External link]

National Museum of African American History and Culture[image: External link]

Washington Monument and its grounds (#1 on image)[4]

Constitution Gardens

Sylvan Theater[image: External link]

Lincoln Memorial



	 
	
Lincoln Memorial Reflecting Pool

National World War II Memorial

Korean War Veterans Memorial

Vietnam Veterans Memorial

The Three Soldiers Statue

Vietnam Women's Memorial



	 
	
District of Columbia War Memorial

John Ericsson National Memorial

John Paul Jones Memorial

Lockkeeper's House, C & O Canal Extension[image: External link][55]

Jefferson Pier



	 




The population of American elm trees planted on the Mall and its surrounding areas in accordance with the McMillan Plan has remained intact for the past 70 years because of disease management and immediate tree replacement. Dutch elm disease[image: External link] (DED) first appeared on the Mall during the 1950s and reached a peak in the 1970s. The NPS has used a number of methods to control this fungal[image: External link] epidemic, including sanitation[image: External link], pruning[image: External link], injecting trees with fungicide[image: External link], replanting with DED-resistant American elm cultivars[image: External link] and combatting the disease's local insect vector[image: External link], the smaller European elm bark beetle[image: External link] ( Scolytus[image: External link] multistriatus), by trapping and by spraying with insecticides[image: External link]. Soil compaction[image: External link] and root damage by crowds and construction projects also adversely affect the elms.[56]
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 Other attractions nearby




See also: Category:Tourist attractions in Washington, D.C.[image: External link]


Other attractions within walking distance of the National Mall proper include the Library of Congress and the United States Supreme Court Building east of the Capitol; the White House (on a line directly north of the Washington Monument), the National Archives, the Freedom Forum[image: External link]'s Newseum, the Old Post Office Pavilion, the National Theatre[image: External link], Ford's Theatre, and the Albert Einstein Memorial to the north. Other nearby attractions include the National Postal Museum and Union Station[image: External link] to the northeast; and the Tidal Basin, the Jefferson Memorial, the Franklin Delano Roosevelt Memorial, the Martin Luther King, Jr. Memorial[image: External link], the George Mason Memorial, the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, and the Bureau of Engraving and Printing[image: External link] to the south.
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 Usage




The National Mall, in combination with the other attractions in the Washington Metropolitan Area[image: External link], makes the nation's capital city one of the most popular tourist destinations in the country. It has several other uses in addition to serving as a tourist focal point.
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 Protests and rallies




Further information: List of rallies and protest marches in Washington, D.C. and List of political rallies on the National Mall[image: External link]


The National Mall's status as a wide, open expanse at the heart of the capital makes it an attractive site for protests and rallies of all types. One notable example is the 1963 March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom, a political rally[image: External link] during the Civil Rights Movement, at which Martin Luther King Jr.[image: External link] delivered his speech "I Have a Dream[image: External link]".

The largest officially recorded rally was the Vietnam War Moratorium Rally[image: External link] on October 15, 1969. However, in 1995, the NPS issued a crowd estimate for the Million Man March[image: External link] with which an organizer of the event, Nation of Islam[image: External link] leader Louis Farrakhan[image: External link], disagreed.[57] The next year, a committee of the 104th United States Congress[image: External link] provided no funds for NPS crowd-counting activities in Washington, D.C. when it prepared legislation making 1997 appropriations for the U.S. Department of the Interior[image: External link].[57][58]

As a result, the NPS has not provided any official crowd size estimates for Mall events since 1995.[57][59] The absence of such an official estimate fueled a political controversy following the presidential inauguration of Donald Trump[image: External link] in 2017 (see: Inauguration of Donald Trump crowd size[image: External link]).[60]

On April 25, 2004, the March for Women's Lives[image: External link] filled the Mall.[61] On January 27, 2007, tens of thousands of protesters opposed to the Iraq War[image: External link] converged on the Mall (see: January 27, 2007 anti-war protest[image: External link]), drawing comparisons by participants to the Vietnam War protest.[62]
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 Presidential inaugurations




Main article: United States presidential inauguration


During presidential inaugurations, people without official tickets gather at the National Mall. Normally, the Mall between 7th[image: External link] and 14th Streets NW is used as a staging ground for the parade.[63] On December 4, 2008, the Presidential Inaugural Committee (see: United States presidential inauguration organizers[image: External link]) announced that "for the first time, the entire length of the National Mall will be opened to the public so that more people than ever before will be able to witness the swearing-in of the President from a vantage point in sight of the Capitol."[64] The Committee made this arrangement because of the massive attendance – projected to be as many as 2 million people – that it expected for the first inauguration of Barack Obama[image: External link] on January 20, 2009.

Despite the arrangement, a throng of people seeking access to the event climbed and then removed temporary protective fences around the Smithsonian's Mary Livingston Ripley Garden, six blocks from the site at which Obama took his inaugural oath. Hordes then trampled the garden's vegetation and elevated plant beds when entering and leaving the event.[65] Others could not find a way to enter the Mall in time to view the ceremony.

More than a thousand people with tickets missed the event while being stranded in the I-395 Third Street Tunnel[image: External link] beneath the Mall after police directed them there (see Purple Tunnel of Doom[image: External link]).[66] The Joint Congressional Committee on Inaugural Ceremonies[image: External link] subsequently announced that ticket holders that were not admitted would receive copies of the swearing-in invitation and program, photos of Obama[image: External link] and Vice President Joe Biden[image: External link], and a color print of the ceremony.[67]
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 Other events and recreational activities




The National Mall has long served as a spot for jogging, picnics, and light recreation for the Washington population[image: External link]. The Smithsonian Carousel, located on the Mall in front of the Arts and Industry Building, is a popular attraction that operates seasonally.[68] The carousel[image: External link] was built by the Allan Herschell Company and arrived at Gwynn Oak Park[image: External link] near Baltimore, Maryland, in 1947. It was moved to the Mall in 1981.[41][42][69]
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 Annual events




A number of large free events recur annually on the Mall.[70] A kite festival[image: External link], formerly named the "Smithsonian Kite Festival" and now named the "Blossom Kite Festival[image: External link]", usually takes place each year on the Washington Monument grounds during the last weekend of March as part of the National Cherry Blossom Festival. The 2017 kite festival took place on the Washington Monument grounds on Saturday, April 1.[71]

An Earth Day[image: External link] celebration often takes place on the Mall around April 22.[72] A week-long series of rallies, exhibits, observances and performances occurred on the Mall from April 17 to April 25, 2010 to commemorate Earth Day's 40th anniversary.[73] The final day's events featured performances by Sting[image: External link], Mavis Staples[image: External link], The Roots[image: External link], John Legend[image: External link], Jimmy Cliff[image: External link] and others.[74] The 2012 Earth Day rally, which featured music, entertainment, celebrity speakers and environmental activities, took place on the Mall during a rainy day on Sunday, April 22. Cheap Trick[image: External link], Dave Mason[image: External link], Nigel Pilkington[image: External link], Dan Russell and Emma Tate[image: External link] and The Explorers Club performed and Congressmen John Dingell[image: External link] and Edward Markey[image: External link] spoke.[75] In 2013, an "Earth Month" at Washington's Union Station[image: External link] replaced the Mall's Earth Day event.[76] On April 19, 2015, a "Global Citizen[image: External link]" Earth Day concert featured performances on the Washington Monument grounds by Usher[image: External link], My Morning Jacket[image: External link], Mary J. Blige[image: External link], Train[image: External link] and No Doubt[image: External link].[77]

The National Symphony Orchestra presents each year its National Memorial Day Concert[image: External link] on the west lawn of the United States Capitol during the evening of the Sunday before Memorial Day[image: External link] (the last Monday of May).[78] The National Gallery of Art hosts a Jazz in the Garden series each year in the museum's Sculpture Garden on Friday evenings from late May through August.[79]

Components of the United States Navy Band, the United States Air Force Band[image: External link], the United States Marine Band and the United States Army Band[image: External link] perform on the west steps of the United States Capitol on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday evenings, respectively, during June, July and August.[80][81] The Marine Band repeats each Wednesday Capitol performance on the following evening (Thursday) at the Sylvan Theater on the grounds of the Washington Monument.[81] Components of U.S. military bands also provide evening concerts at the World War II Memorial from May through August.[82]

The Smithsonian Folklife Festival[image: External link] takes place on the Mall each year for two weeks around Independence Day[image: External link] (July 4).[83] On that holiday, the A Capitol Fourth[image: External link] concert takes place in the late afternoon and early evening on the west lawn of the Capitol.[84] This and other Independence Day celebrations on and near the Mall end after sunset with a fireworks[image: External link] display between the Washington Monument and the Lincoln Memorial.[85]

The National Symphony Orchestra presents each year its Labor Day Capitol Concert on the west lawn of the United States Capitol during the evening of the Sunday before Labor Day[image: External link] (the first Monday of September).[86]
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 Other events




On April 9, 1939, singer Marian Anderson[image: External link] gave an Easter[image: External link] Sunday concert at the Lincoln Memorial after the Daughters of the American Revolution[image: External link] (DAR) denied a request by Howard University for her to give an Easter performance at the DAR's nearby racially segregated[image: External link] Constitution Hall[image: External link] (see: Marian Anderson#1939 Lincoln Memorial concert[image: External link]). The event, which 75,000 people attended, occurred after President Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link] gave his assent for the performance.[87]

The 1976 United States Bicentennial[image: External link] celebration provided the motivation for planning to accommodate large numbers of expected visitors to the National Mall. A number of major memorials were added to the Mall throughout that period.[88] On July 4, the Bicentennial fireworks display on the Mall attracted one million viewers, making it second only to the 1965 presidential inauguration of Lyndon B. Johnson[image: External link] as largest event in the Mall's history up to that time.[89] The Smithsonian National Air and Space Museum first opened that day.

On Sunday, October 9, 1979, Pope John Paul II[image: External link] celebrated Mass[image: External link] on the National Mall during a visit to Washington.[90] The celebration took place after an appellate court[image: External link] denied a motion for an injunction[image: External link] that atheists[image: External link] Madalyn Murray O'Hair[image: External link] and Jon Garth Murray[image: External link] had filed to prevent the event from occurring.[91]

From 1980 through 1982, The Beach Boys[image: External link] and The Grass Roots[image: External link] performed Independence Day concerts on the Mall, attracting large crowds.[92][93] However, in April 1983, James G. Watt[image: External link], President Ronald Reagan[image: External link]'s Secretary of the Interior[image: External link], banned Independence Day concerts on the Mall by such groups. Watt said that "rock bands[image: External link]" that had performed on the Mall on Independence Day in 1981 and 1982 had encouraged drug use and alcoholism and had attracted "the wrong element", who would mug[image: External link] individuals and families attending any similar events in the future.[93] Watt then announced that Las Vegas[image: External link] crooner Wayne Newton[image: External link], a friend and supporter of President Reagan and a contributor to Republican Party[image: External link] political campaigns, would perform at the Mall's 1983 Independence Day celebration.[93][94]

During the ensuing uproar, Rob Grill[image: External link], lead singer of The Grass Roots, stated that he felt "highly insulted" by Watt's remarks, which he called "nothing but un-American".[93] The Beach Boys stated that the Soviet Union[image: External link], which had invited them to perform in Leningrad[image: External link] in 1978, "obviously .... did not feel that the group attracted the wrong element".[93] Vice President George H. W. Bush[image: External link] said of The Beach Boys, "They're my friends and I like their music".[93] On July 3, 1983, thousands attended a heavily policed "Rock Against Reagan" concert that the hardcore punk rock[image: External link] band, Dead Kennedys[image: External link], performed on the Mall in response to Watt's action.[95] When Newton entered an Independence Day stage on the Mall on July 4, members of his audience booed[image: External link].[96][97] Watt apologized to The Beach Boys, First Lady[image: External link] Nancy Reagan[image: External link] apologized for Watt, and in 1984 The Beach Boys gave an Independence Day concert on the Mall to an audience of 750,000 people.[96][98]

On September 4, 2003, Britney Spears[image: External link], Mary J. Blige[image: External link], Aretha Franklin[image: External link], Aerosmith[image: External link] and others performed in a nationally televised "NFL Kickoff Live from the National Mall Presented by Pepsi Vanilla" (see: Pre-game concerts for National Football League kickoff game[image: External link]).[99] Preceded by a three-day National Football League[image: External link] "interactive Super Bowl[image: External link] theme park", the event had primarily commercial purposes, unlike earlier major activities on the Mall. Three weeks later, the United States Senate overwhelmingly passed legislation that, when enacted into law, limited displays of commercial sponsorship on the Mall.[100]

On July 7, 2007, one leg of Live Earth[image: External link] was held outdoors at the National Museum of the American Indian on the Mall. Former Vice President Al Gore[image: External link] presented, and artists such as Garth Brooks[image: External link] and Trisha Yearwood[image: External link] performed.[101]

Occurring once every two to three years on the Mall in the early fall from 2002 to 2009,[102] the U.S. Department of Energy Solar Decathlon[image: External link] displayed solar-powered[image: External link] houses that competitive collegiate teams designed, constructed and operated.[103][104] Igniting a controversy, the Department of Energy[image: External link] (DOE) decided to move the 2011 Decathlon off the Mall, claiming that this would support an effort to protect, improve and restore the park.[105] Federal officials stated that heavy equipment that had placed two-story houses on the Mall during earlier Decathlons had cracked walkways and killed grass to a greater extent than had most other Mall events.[106] On February 4, 2011, a Washington Post[image: External link] editorial criticized attempts to have President Obama restore the event to the Mall.[107] Nevertheless, by February 12, 2011, at least thirteen U.S. Senators[image: External link] had signed a letter asking the DOE to reconsider its decision.[106] On February 23, 2011, the DOE and the Department of the Interior announced that the 2011 Solar Decathlon would take place along Ohio Drive[image: External link] southeast of the Franklin Delano Roosevelt Memorial in West Potomac Park.[108] The event took place in the Park from September 23 through October 2, 2011.[104][109] The 2013 Solar Decathlon took place in California instead of Washington.[110]

From 2003 to 2013, the National Book Festival[image: External link] took place on the Mall each year in late September or early October.[111] However, the event moved to the Walter E. Washington Convention Center[image: External link] in 2014 because the NPS became concerned about the damage that pedestrians had inflicted on the Mall's lawn during previous Festivals.[112]

A four-day exhibition took place each year on the Mall during Public Service Recognition Week[image: External link] (the first full week of May) until 2010. Government agencies participating in the event sponsored exhibits that displayed the works of public employees and that enabled visitors to learn about government programs and initiatives, discuss employee benefits, and interact with agency representatives.[113] However, the 2011 United States federal budget[image: External link] (Public Law 112-10[image: External link]), which was belatedly enacted on April 15, 2011, contained no funding for that year's event, forcing the event's cancellation.[114] The event did not take place in 2012.[115]

On June 12, 2010, Tareq[image: External link] and Michaele Salahi[image: External link], a couple under investigation for allegedly crashing[image: External link] a White House state dinner[image: External link] for the Prime Minister of India[image: External link] in November 2009 (see: 2009 U.S. state dinner security breaches[image: External link]), hosted an America's Polo Cup[image: External link] match between the United States and India on the Mall. The advertised ticket price for this event was $95 per person.[116] Reports of the event stated that the players who represented India were actually of Pakistani origin and were from Florida[image: External link].[117] A spokesman for the Embassy of India[image: External link] stated that neither the Embassy nor the government of India[image: External link] had any association with the event.[116] The event's website reportedly identified an Indian company, Kingfisher Beer[image: External link], as a sponsor. However, Kingfishers' chief executive denied that the company had sponsored the event.[116] Yashpal Singh, the president and chief executive of Mendocino Brewing Company[image: External link], Kingfisher's parent company, stated, "We are not sponsoring this event and have informed the people managing this event of that, .... We have sent legal notices to this effect, and he keeps on advertising us as a sponsor. I don't know what world he's living in."[116]

The inaugural USA Science and Engineering Festival Expo[image: External link] took place on the National Mall and surrounding areas on October 23 and 24, 2010. More than 1,500 free interactive exhibits reportedly drew about 500,000 people to the event,[118] which had over 75 performances.[119] The second Expo took place on April 28–29, 2012, in the Walter E. Washington Convention Center.[120]

On Veterans Day[image: External link], November 11, 2014, Bruce Springsteen[image: External link], Eminem[image: External link], Rihanna[image: External link], Metallica[image: External link], Carrie Underwood[image: External link], Dave Grohl[image: External link], the Zac Brown Band[image: External link] and other pop entertainers performed on the Mall during a free evening Concert for Valor[image: External link] honoring veterans and their families. Attendance was in the hundreds of thousands, making it one of the biggest events on the Mall for the year.[121]

The annual Screen on the Green[image: External link] movie festival took place on the Mall on Monday nights during July and August for 17 years until 2015. Free classic movies were projected on large portable screens and typically drew crowds of thousands of people. Organizers cancelled the event in 2016 when the event's sponsors ( HBO[image: External link] and Comcast[image: External link]) terminated their support, stating that they needed their resources for other projects.[122]
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 National Mall Plan




From 2006 through 2010, the NPS conducted a public process that created a plan for the future of the National Mall.[29][30] On July 13, 2010, the NPS issued in the Federal Register[image: External link] a notice of availability of a final environmental impact statement[image: External link] (EIS) for the National Mall Plan.[123] The two-volume final EIS responded to comments and incorporated changes to a draft EIS for the Plan.[124] On November 9, 2010, the NPS and the Department of the Interior issued a Record of Decision[image: External link] (ROD) that completed the planning process.[30][125][126][127] The ROD contains a summary of the selected alternative, which is the basis for the Plan, together with mitigation measures developed to minimize environmental harm; other alternatives considered; the basis for the decision in terms of planning objectives and the criteria used to develop the preferred alternative; a finding of no impairment of park resources and values; the environmentally preferable alternative; and the public and agency involvement.[128]

The Plan proposed a number of changes to the Mall. The NPS would construct at the east end of the Mall a wide expanse of paved surface in Union Square to accommodate demonstrations and other events by reducing the size of the Capitol Reflecting Pool or by replacing the pool with a fountain or other small water feature. Additional proposed changes included the replacement of the Sylvan Theater on the Washington Monument grounds with a facility containing offices, restaurants and restrooms.[29][125][126][127]

On December 2, 2010, the National Capital Planning Commission[image: External link] (NCPC) unanimously approved the final National Mall Plan at a public hearing.[129] The NCPC's approval allowed the NPS to move forward with implementation of the Plan's recommendations.[30][127][128][129] On March 1, 2012, the NCPC discussed a proposal that would decrease the Mall's existing green space by widening and paving most of the north-south walkways that cross the Mall between Seventh and Fourteenth Streets and by replacing with gravel large areas of grass that are located near the Smithsonian Metro Station[image: External link] and the National Gallery of Art's Sculpture Garden.[130]

On September 8, 2011, the Trust for the National Mall[131] and the NPS announced an open competition for a redesign of the spaces on the National Mall that Union Square, the Sylvan Theater grounds and the Constitution Gardens lake now occupy.[132] Former First Lady of the United States[image: External link] Laura Bush[image: External link] agreed to be the honorary co-chair of a drive to raise funds for the three projects.[132]

On April 9, 2012, the Trust for the National Mall announced the ideas for the redesign of Union Square, the Sylvan Theater grounds and Constitution Gardens lake area that finalists in the competition had submitted. The Trust asked the public to submit online[image: External link] comments that the competition jury would consider when evaluating each design.[133] The Trust announced the winners of the competition on May 2, 2012. Groundbreaking for the first project was expected to take place by 2014, with the first ribbon-cutting ceremony by 2016.[134]

On October 1, 2015, the NCPC approved preliminary and final site and building plans that the NPS had submitted for the first phase rehabilitation of Constitution Gardens. Plans include the relocation and rehabilitation of the Lockkeeper's House, C & O Canal Extension, a new entry plaza at the corner of Constitution Avenue and 17th Street, NW, landscaping, a meadow[image: External link] and pollinator[image: External link] habitat and a new perimeter garden wall. A temporary path will connect to an existing plaza located at the eastern end of Constitution Garden’s lake.[135]
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 Reconstruction and restoration




From 2010 to 2012, NPS contractors rebuilt the aging Lincoln Memorial Reflecting Pool, which had first been constructed in the early 1920s and whose water had come from the pipes that supply Washington, D.C., with its drinking water. As a result of the project, the pool now receives filtered water from the Tidal Basin through a high-density polyethylene[image: External link] (HDPE) pipeline.[136]

The NPS then began a four-year restoration of the portion of the central axis of the Mall that lies between 3rd Street and 14th Street.[137] By 2016, the restoration project had completely replaced the deteriorated and weedy turf[image: External link] that had previously covered much of that part of the Mall with a new cover containing soil[image: External link], fescue (Festuca )[image: External link] and Kentucky bluegrass (Poa pratensis )[image: External link].[138]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Transportation




See also: Transportation in Washington, D.C.
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 Public transportation




The National Mall is accessible via the Washington Metro[image: External link], with the Smithsonian station[image: External link] located on the south side of the Mall, near the Smithsonian Institution Building between the Washington Monument and the United States Capitol.[139] The Federal Triangle[image: External link], Archives[image: External link], and Union Station[image: External link] Metro stations are also located near the Mall, to the north.[140] The L'Enfant Plaza[image: External link], Federal Center Southwest[image: External link] and Capitol South[image: External link] Metro stations are located several blocks south of the Mall.[141] Metrobus[image: External link] and the DC Circulator[image: External link] make scheduled stops near the Mall.[142]
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 Bicycles




The NPS provides parking facilities for bicycles[image: External link] near each of the major memorials as well as along the National Mall.[143] From March to October, an NPS concessionaire rents out bicycles at the Thompson Boat Center, located near the intersection of Virginia Avenue[image: External link] NW and Rock Creek and Potomac Parkway[image: External link], 1 mile (1.6 km) north of the Lincoln Memorial along the Potomac River-Rock Creek Trail.[143][144] The first two of five approved Capital Bikeshare stations opened on the National Mall on March 16, 2012, shortly before the start of the 2012 National Cherry Blossom Festival.[145]

The National Mall is the official midpoint of the East Coast Greenway[image: External link], a 2,900 mile–long system of shared-use[image: External link] bicycle trails[image: External link] linking Calais, Maine[image: External link], with Key West, Florida[image: External link].[146]
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 Pedicabs




The NPS licenses pedicab drivers to provide transportation and tours of the National Mall through its Commercial Use Authorization program.[147]
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 Motor vehicle parking




General visitor parking is available along Ohio Drive SW, between the Lincoln and Thomas Jefferson Memorials. Bus parking is available primarily along Ohio Drive, SW, near the Lincoln and Thomas Jefferson Memorials and along Ohio Drive SW, in East Potomac Park. There is limited handicapped parking at the Franklin Delano Roosevelt and World War II Memorials and near the Washington Monument and the Thomas Jefferson, Lincoln, Korean War Veterans, and Vietnam Veterans Memorials; otherwise, parking is extremely scarce in and near the Mall.[148]

The NPS has announced that it has awarded a contract for the installation of parking meters on streets and in parking areas on the Mall. Starting on June 12, 2017, the District of Columbia Department of Public Works[image: External link] and the NPS will enforce metered parking on approximately 1,100 parking spaces in which motorists can presently park without charge.[148][149]
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 See also





	National Register of Historic Places listings in Washington, D.C.

	Operation Fast Forward[image: External link]

	
Capitol Mall[image: External link], a similar but smaller parkway situated in front of California State Capitol[image: External link] modeled on the National Mall

	An Interactive Guide to the Evolution of the National Mall[image: External link]
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List of diplomatic missions in the United States






This is a list of diplomatic missions in the United States. At present, 177 nations maintain diplomatic missions[image: External link] to the United States in the capital, Washington, D.C. Eight nations also attribute their missions at the United Nations[image: External link] in New York[image: External link] as their official embassies to the United States. However, only those offices in New York that serve as an official diplomatic mission to the United States are listed here. For a complete list of diplomatic missions to the United Nations, see List of current Permanent Representatives to the United Nations[image: External link].

Only diplomatic missions operated by a foreign country are listed here. Honorary consulates, typically private offices designated to provide limited services on behalf of a foreign country, are not listed. The United States Department of State[image: External link] maintains the official consular list.[1]

Embassies in Washington, D.C.

Main article: List of diplomatic missions in Washington, D.C.


The following 177 countries maintain chanceries[image: External link] (embassy buildings) in Washington, D.C. as their primary diplomatic missions[image: External link] to the United States. Entries marked with an asterisk (*) have chanceries located on or near a portion of Massachusetts Avenue known as Embassy Row.




	

	
  Afghanistan[image: External link]


	
  Albania[image: External link]


	
  Algeria[image: External link]


	
  Angola[image: External link]


	
 Antigua and Barbuda[image: External link]
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  Armenia[image: External link]*
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  Austria[image: External link]


	
  Azerbaijan[image: External link]*

	
 Bahamas*

	
  Bahrain[image: External link]


	
  Bangladesh[image: External link]


	
  Barbados[image: External link]


	
  Belarus[image: External link]


	
  Belgium[image: External link]


	
 Belize*

	
  Benin[image: External link]


	
  Bolivia[image: External link]*

	
 Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link]


	
  Botswana[image: External link]


	
 Brazil*

	
 Brunei Darussalam[image: External link]


	
  Bulgaria[image: External link]*

	
 Burkina Faso[image: External link]*

	
  Burundi[image: External link]


	
  Cambodia[image: External link]


	
  Cameroon[image: External link]*

	
 Canada


	
 Cape Verde[image: External link]*

	
 Central African Republic[image: External link]*

	
  Chad[image: External link]


	
  Chile[image: External link]*

	
  China[image: External link]


	
  Colombia[image: External link]


	
 Republic of the Congo[image: External link]


	
 Democratic Republic of the Congo[image: External link]


	
 Costa Rica


	
 Côte d'Ivoire[image: External link]*

	
  Croatia[image: External link]*

	
 Cuba


	
  Cyprus[image: External link]*

	
 Czech Republic[image: External link]


	
  Denmark[image: External link]*

	
  Djibouti[image: External link]


	
  Dominica[image: External link]


	
 Dominican Republic


	
 East Timor[image: External link] (Timor-Leste)*

	
  Ecuador[image: External link]


	
  Egypt[image: External link]


	
 El Salvador[image: External link]


	
 Equatorial Guinea[image: External link]


	
  Eritrea[image: External link]


	
  Estonia[image: External link]*

	
 Ethiopia


	
  Fiji[image: External link]


	
  Finland[image: External link]*

	
  France[image: External link]


	
  Gabon[image: External link]





	

	
  Gambia[image: External link]


	
  Georgia[image: External link]*

	
  Germany[image: External link]


	
  Ghana[image: External link]


	
  Greece[image: External link]*

	
 Grenada


	
  Guatemala[image: External link]*

	
  Guinea[image: External link]


	
  Guyana[image: External link]


	
 Haiti*

	
 Holy See[image: External link] (Vatican City[image: External link])*

	
 Honduras
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  Iceland[image: External link]*

	
 India*
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 Jamaica
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  Luxembourg[image: External link]*
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  Madagascar[image: External link]*

	
  Malawi[image: External link]*

	
  Malaysia[image: External link]


	
  Mali[image: External link]


	
  Malta[image: External link]


	
 Marshall Islands*

	
  Mauritania[image: External link]


	
  Mauritius[image: External link]


	
  Mexico[image: External link]


	
 Federated States of Micronesia[image: External link]


	
  Moldova[image: External link]


	
  Monaco[image: External link]


	
  Mongolia[image: External link]


	
  Montenegro[image: External link]


	
  Morocco[image: External link]


	
  Mozambique[image: External link]


	
  Myanmar[image: External link]


	
  Namibia[image: External link]


	
    Nepal[image: External link]


	
  Netherlands[image: External link]


	
 New Zealand[image: External link]*




	

	
  Nicaragua[image: External link]


	
  Niger[image: External link]*

	
  Nigeria[image: External link]


	
  Norway[image: External link]*

	
  Oman[image: External link]


	
 Pakistan


	
 Palau


	
 Panama


	
 Papua New Guinea[image: External link]*

	
  Paraguay[image: External link]*

	
  Peru[image: External link]*

	
  Philippines[image: External link]*

	
  Poland[image: External link]


	
  Portugal[image: External link]*

	
  Qatar[image: External link]


	
  Romania[image: External link]*

	
  Russia[image: External link]


	
  Rwanda[image: External link]


	
 Saint Kitts and Nevis[image: External link]


	
 Saint Lucia


	
 Saint Vincent and the Grenadines


	
 San Marino[image: External link]


	
 Saudi Arabia[image: External link]


	
  Senegal[image: External link]


	
  Serbia[image: External link]


	
 Sierra Leone[image: External link]


	
  Singapore[image: External link]


	
  Slovakia[image: External link]


	
  Slovenia[image: External link]


	
  Somalia[image: External link]


	
 South Africa[image: External link]*

	
 South Korea[image: External link]*

	
 South Sudan[image: External link]


	
  Spain[image: External link]


	
 Sri Lanka[image: External link]


	
  Sudan[image: External link]*

	
  Suriname[image: External link]


	
  Swaziland[image: External link]


	
  Sweden[image: External link]


	
   Switzerland[image: External link]


	
  Tajikistan[image: External link]


	
  Tanzania[image: External link]


	
  Thailand[image: External link]


	
  Togo[image: External link]*

	
 Trinidad and Tobago*

	
  Tunisia[image: External link]*

	
  Turkey[image: External link]*

	
  Turkmenistan[image: External link]*

	
  Uganda[image: External link]


	
  Ukraine[image: External link]


	
 United Arab Emirates[image: External link]


	
 United Kingdom[image: External link]*

	
  Uruguay[image: External link]


	
  Uzbekistan[image: External link]*

	
  Venezuela[image: External link]


	
 Vietnam


	
  Yemen[image: External link]


	
  Zambia[image: External link]*

	
  Zimbabwe[image: External link]











Other missions/delegations to the United States in Washington, D.C.

The following countries or entities have missions in Washington, D.C., though they may not have full diplomatic relations[image: External link] with the United States government.




	
States with no relations

Interests sections are provided by protecting powers[image: External link].


	
  Iran[image: External link] - Iranian Interests Section[image: External link], Embassy of Pakistan[image: External link]




Governments with limited recognition

The United States does not recognize the following states.


	
  Nagorno-Karabakh[image: External link] - Representative Office

	
 Northern Cyprus[image: External link] - Northern Cyprus Representative Office[image: External link]


	
 Republic of China (Taiwan)[image: External link] - Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative Office[image: External link]


	
  Palestine[image: External link] - General Delegation

	
 Sahrawi Arab Democratic Republic[image: External link] - Representative Office

	
  Somaliland[image: External link] - Representative Office




	
Territories


	
 Bermuda (United Kingdom) - Representative Office

	
  Gibraltar[image: External link] (United Kingdom) - Representative Office

	
 Hong Kong[image: External link] (China) - Hong Kong Economic and Trade Office[image: External link]


	
 Iraqi Kurdistan[image: External link] (Iraq) - Representative Office

	
  Quebec[image: External link] (Canada) - Representative Office

	
 Greenland (Kingdom of Denmark) - Representative Office[2]




Organizations


	
 African Union[image: External link] - General Delegation

	
 European Union[image: External link] - General Delegation



Other Posts in Washington, D.C.


	
National Coalition for Syrian Revolutionary and Opposition Forces[image: External link] - Foreign Mission

	
Central Tibetan Administration[image: External link] - Office of Tibet










Missions to the United States in New York

See also: List of current Permanent Representatives to the United Nations[image: External link]


New York[image: External link] is the largest city in the United States. It is home to the General Assembly of the United Nations[image: External link], and all 195 member and observer states send permanent delegations. Nine diplomatic missions in New York listed below are also formally accredited as each country's official embassy to the United States. There are 117 diplomatic missions in the city. All are consulates-general unless otherwise noted.




	

	
  Afghanistan[image: External link]


	
  Albania[image: External link]


	
  Algeria[image: External link]


	
  Andorra[image: External link] (Embassy)

	
  Angola[image: External link]


	
 Antigua and Barbuda[image: External link]


	
 Argentina


	
  Armenia[image: External link]


	
 Australia


	
  Austria[image: External link]


	
 Bahamas


	
  Bahrain[image: External link]


	
  Bangladesh[image: External link]


	
  Barbados[image: External link]


	
  Belarus[image: External link]


	
  Belgium[image: External link]


	
  Bolivia[image: External link]


	
 Brazil


	
  Bulgaria[image: External link]


	
 Canada


	
  Chile[image: External link]


	
  China[image: External link]


	
 Republic of China (Taiwan)[image: External link] (Economic/Cultural Office)

	
  Colombia[image: External link]


	
  Comoros[image: External link] (Embassy)

	
 Costa Rica


	
  Croatia[image: External link]


	
  Cyprus[image: External link]


	
 Czech Republic[image: External link]


	
  Denmark[image: External link]


	
  Dominica[image: External link]


	
 Dominican Republic


	
  Ecuador[image: External link]


	
  Egypt[image: External link]


	
 El Salvador[image: External link]


	
  Estonia[image: External link]


	
  Finland[image: External link]


	
  France[image: External link]


	
  Gabon[image: External link] (Consulate)

	
  Georgia[image: External link]





	

	
  Germany[image: External link]


	
  Ghana[image: External link]


	
  Greece[image: External link]


	
 Grenada


	
  Guatemala[image: External link]


	
  Guyana[image: External link]


	
 Haiti


	
 Honduras


	
 Hong Kong[image: External link] (Economic and Trade Office)

	
  Hungary[image: External link]


	
  Iceland[image: External link]


	
 India


	
  Indonesia[image: External link]


	
  Ireland[image: External link]


	
  Israel[image: External link]


	
  Italy[image: External link]


	
 Jamaica


	
  Japan[image: External link]


	
  Kazakhstan[image: External link]


	
  Kenya[image: External link]


	
  Kosovo[image: External link]


	
  Kuwait[image: External link]


	
  Kyrgyzstan[image: External link] (Consular Post)

	
  Lebanon[image: External link]


	
  Lithuania[image: External link]


	
  Luxembourg[image: External link]


	
  Macedonia[image: External link]


	
  Malaysia[image: External link]


	
  Maldives[image: External link] (Embassy)

	
  Mexico[image: External link]


	
  Monaco[image: External link]


	
  Montenegro[image: External link]


	
  Morocco[image: External link]


	
  Nauru[image: External link] (Embassy)

	
    Nepal[image: External link]


	
  Netherlands[image: External link]


	
 New Zealand[image: External link]


	
  Nicaragua[image: External link]


	
  Nigeria[image: External link]


	
  Norway[image: External link]





	

	
 Pakistan


	
 Panama


	
  Paraguay[image: External link]


	
  Peru[image: External link]


	
  Philippines[image: External link]


	
  Poland[image: External link]


	
  Portugal[image: External link]


	
  Romania[image: External link]


	
  Russia[image: External link]


	
 Saint Kitts and Nevis[image: External link]


	
 Saint Lucia


	
 Saint Vincent and the Grenadines


	
  Samoa[image: External link] (Embassy)

	
 Saudi Arabia[image: External link]


	
  Senegal[image: External link]


	
  Serbia[image: External link]


	
  Seychelles[image: External link] (Embassy)

	
  Singapore[image: External link] (Consulate)

	
  Slovakia[image: External link]


	
  Slovenia[image: External link]


	
 Solomon Islands[image: External link] (Embassy)

	
  Somalia[image: External link]


	
 South Africa[image: External link]


	
 South Korea[image: External link]


	
  Spain[image: External link]


	
 Sri Lanka[image: External link]


	
  Sweden[image: External link]


	
   Switzerland[image: External link]


	
  Thailand[image: External link]


	
  Tonga[image: External link] (Embassy)

	
 Trinidad and Tobago


	
  Turkey[image: External link]


	
  Ukraine[image: External link]


	
 United Arab Emirates[image: External link]


	
 United Kingdom[image: External link]


	
  Uruguay[image: External link]


	
  Uzbekistan[image: External link]


	
  Venezuela[image: External link]


	
 Vietnam











Cities with ten or more consulates

Los Angeles

Main article: List of diplomatic missions in Los Angeles[image: External link]


Los Angeles[image: External link], the second-largest city in the United States, is home to 66 diplomatic missions, more than any other city on the West Coast and any U.S. city except New York and Washington. Many of these consulates are located along Wilshire Boulevard[image: External link].




	

	
  Afghanistan[image: External link] (Office in Beverly Hills[image: External link])

	
  Armenia[image: External link] (Office in Glendale[image: External link])

	
  Angola[image: External link]


	
 Argentina


	
 Australia


	
  Austria[image: External link]


	
  Azerbaijan[image: External link]


	
  Bangladesh[image: External link]


	
  Belgium[image: External link]


	
 Belize


	
  Bolivia[image: External link]


	
 Brazil


	
  Bulgaria[image: External link]


	
 Canada


	
  Chile[image: External link]


	
  China[image: External link]


	
 Republic of China (Taiwan)[image: External link] (Economic/Cultural Office)

	
  Colombia[image: External link] (Office in Beverly Hills[image: External link])

	
 Costa Rica


	
  Croatia[image: External link]


	
 Czech Republic[image: External link]


	
 Dominican Republic


	
  Ecuador[image: External link] (Office in Beverly Hills)




	

	
  Egypt[image: External link]


	
 El Salvador[image: External link]


	
 Ethiopia


	
  Finland[image: External link]


	
  France[image: External link]


	
  Germany[image: External link]


	
  Greece[image: External link]


	
  Guatemala[image: External link]


	
 Honduras


	
  Hungary[image: External link]


	
  Indonesia[image: External link]


	
  Iraq[image: External link]


	
  Israel[image: External link]


	
  Italy[image: External link]


	
  Japan[image: External link]


	
  Kenya[image: External link]


	
  Kuwait[image: External link]


	
  Lebanon[image: External link]


	
  Lithuania[image: External link]


	
  Malaysia[image: External link]


	
  Mexico[image: External link]


	
  Myanmar[image: External link]


	
 New Zealand[image: External link]





	

	
  Nicaragua[image: External link]


	
 Pakistan


	
  Paraguay[image: External link]


	
  Peru[image: External link]


	
  Philippines[image: External link]


	
  Poland[image: External link]


	
  Qatar[image: External link] (Office in Beverly Hills)

	
  Romania[image: External link]


	
 Saint Kitts and Nevis[image: External link]


	
 Saudi Arabia[image: External link]


	
  Slovakia[image: External link]


	
 South Africa[image: External link]


	
 South Korea[image: External link]


	
  Spain[image: External link]


	
 Sri Lanka[image: External link]


	
   Switzerland[image: External link]


	
  Thailand[image: External link]


	
  Turkey[image: External link]


	
 United Arab Emirates[image: External link]


	
 United Kingdom[image: External link]


	
  Uruguay[image: External link]











Chicago

Main article: List of diplomatic missions and trade organizations in Chicago[image: External link]


Chicago[image: External link], the third largest city in the United States and the largest in the midwestern region[image: External link] of the country, is home to 51 missions, the fourth-most after Washington, D.C., New York and Los Angeles.




	

	
 Argentina


	
 Australia


	
  Austria[image: External link]


	
 Bosnia and Herzegovina[image: External link]


	
 Brazil


	
  Bulgaria[image: External link]


	
 Canada


	
  Chile[image: External link]


	
  China[image: External link]


	
 Republic of China (Taiwan)[image: External link] (Economic/Cultural Office)

	
  Colombia[image: External link]


	
 Costa Rica


	
  Croatia[image: External link]


	
 Czech Republic[image: External link]


	
  Denmark[image: External link]


	
 Dominican Republic


	
  Ecuador[image: External link]





	

	
  Egypt[image: External link]


	
 El Salvador[image: External link]


	
  France[image: External link]


	
  Germany[image: External link]


	
  Greece[image: External link]


	
  Guatemala[image: External link]


	
 Haiti


	
 Honduras


	
 India


	
  Indonesia[image: External link]


	
  Ireland[image: External link]


	
  Israel[image: External link]


	
  Italy[image: External link]


	
  Japan[image: External link]


	
  Lithuania[image: External link]


	
  Macedonia[image: External link]


	
  Mexico[image: External link]


	
  Netherlands[image: External link]





	

	
 Pakistan


	
  Peru[image: External link]


	
  Philippines[image: External link]


	
  Poland[image: External link]


	
  Romania[image: External link]


	
  Serbia[image: External link]


	
 South Africa[image: External link]


	
 South Korea[image: External link]


	
  Spain[image: External link]


	
   Switzerland[image: External link]


	
  Thailand[image: External link]


	
  Turkey[image: External link]


	
  Ukraine[image: External link]


	
 United Kingdom[image: External link]


	
  Uruguay[image: External link]


	
  Venezuela[image: External link]











San Francisco

Main article: List of diplomatic missions in San Francisco[image: External link]


San Francisco[image: External link] is home to 40 missions.




	

	
 Australia


	
 Brazil


	
 Canada


	
  Chile[image: External link]


	
  China[image: External link]


	
 Republic of China (Taiwan)[image: External link] (Economic/Cultural office)

	
  Colombia[image: External link]


	
 El Salvador[image: External link]


	
  France[image: External link]


	
  Germany[image: External link]


	
  Greece[image: External link]


	
  Guatemala[image: External link]


	
 Honduras


	
 Hong Kong[image: External link] (Economic and Trade Office)




	

	
 India


	
  Indonesia[image: External link]


	
  Ireland[image: External link]


	
  Israel[image: External link]


	
  Italy[image: External link]


	
  Japan[image: External link]


	
 Republic of Korea[image: External link]


	
  Luxembourg[image: External link]


	
  Mexico[image: External link]


	
  Mongolia[image: External link]


	
  Netherlands[image: External link]


	
  Nicaragua[image: External link]


	
  Norway[image: External link]


	
  Peru[image: External link]





	

	
  Philippines[image: External link]


	
  Portugal[image: External link]


	
  Russia[image: External link]


	
  Singapore[image: External link]


	
  Spain[image: External link]


	
  Sweden[image: External link]


	
   Switzerland[image: External link]


	
  Tonga[image: External link]


	
  Ukraine[image: External link]


	
 United Kingdom[image: External link]


	
  Venezuela[image: External link]


	
 Vietnam











Houston

Main article: List of diplomatic missions in Houston[image: External link]


Houston[image: External link] is the fourth largest city in the United States and is home to 41 missions.




	

	
  Angola[image: External link]


	
 Argentina


	
 Australia


	
  Bolivia[image: External link]


	
 Brazil


	
 Canada ( Consulate[image: External link])

	
  Chile[image: External link]


	
  China[image: External link]


	
 Republic of China (Taiwan)[image: External link] (Economic/Cultural Office[image: External link])

	
  Colombia[image: External link]


	
 Costa Rica


	
  Ecuador[image: External link]


	
  Egypt[image: External link]


	
 El Salvador[image: External link]





	

	
 Equatorial Guinea[image: External link] ( Consulate-General[image: External link])

	
  France[image: External link]


	
  Germany[image: External link]


	
  Greece[image: External link] (Consulate)

	
  Guatemala[image: External link]


	
 Honduras


	
 India


	
  Indonesia[image: External link] ( Consulate-General[image: External link])

	
  Israel[image: External link]


	
  Italy[image: External link]


	
  Japan[image: External link] ( Consulate-General[image: External link])

	
  Mexico[image: External link]


	
  Nicaragua[image: External link]


	
  Norway[image: External link]





	

	
 Pakistan


	
 Panama


	
  Peru[image: External link]


	
  Qatar[image: External link]


	
  Russia[image: External link] ( Consulate-General[image: External link])

	
 Saudi Arabia[image: External link]


	
 South Korea[image: External link]


	
  Spain[image: External link]


	
  Turkey[image: External link]


	
 United Arab Emirates[image: External link]


	
 United Kingdom[image: External link]


	
  Venezuela[image: External link]


	
 Vietnam











Miami

Miami[image: External link] is home to 35 diplomatic missions. Due to its location, many Latin American and Caribbean countries maintain consulates there.




	

	
 Antigua and Barbuda[image: External link]


	
 Argentina


	
 Bahamas


	
  Barbados[image: External link]


	
  Bolivia[image: External link]


	
 Brazil


	
  Bulgaria[image: External link]


	
 Canada


	
  Chile[image: External link]


	
 Republic of China (Taiwan)[image: External link] (Economic/Cultural Office)

	
  Colombia[image: External link]


	
 Costa Rica


	
 Dominican Republic





	

	
  Ecuador[image: External link]


	
 El Salvador[image: External link] (in Coral Gables[image: External link])

	
  France[image: External link]


	
  Germany[image: External link]


	
  Guatemala[image: External link]


	
 Haiti


	
 Honduras


	
  Israel[image: External link]


	
  Italy[image: External link]


	
 Jamaica


	
  Japan[image: External link]


	
  Mexico[image: External link]





	

	
  Netherlands[image: External link]


	
  Nicaragua[image: External link]


	
 Panama


	
  Paraguay[image: External link]


	
  Peru[image: External link]


	
  Spain[image: External link]


	
  Suriname[image: External link]


	
 Trinidad and Tobago


	
 United Kingdom[image: External link]


	
  Uruguay[image: External link]











Atlanta

Main article: List of diplomatic missions in Atlanta[image: External link]


Atlanta[image: External link] is home to 26 missions.




	

	
 Argentina


	
 Bahamas


	
  Belgium[image: External link]


	
 Brazil


	
 Canada


	
 Republic of China (Taiwan)[image: External link] (Economic/Cultural Office)

	
  Colombia[image: External link]


	
 Costa Rica


	
  Ecuador[image: External link]





	

	
 El Salvador[image: External link]


	
  France[image: External link]


	
  Germany[image: External link]


	
  Greece[image: External link]


	
  Guatemala[image: External link]


	
 Haiti


	
 Honduras


	
 India


	
  Ireland[image: External link]





	

	
  Israel[image: External link]


	
  Japan[image: External link] ( Consulate-General[image: External link])

	
  Mexico[image: External link]


	
  Nigeria[image: External link]


	
  Peru[image: External link]


	
 South Korea[image: External link]


	
   Switzerland[image: External link]


	
 United Kingdom[image: External link]











Boston

Main article: List of diplomatic missions in Boston[image: External link]


The Boston area of New England is home to 26 foreign missions.




	

	
 Brazil


	
 Canada


	
 Cape Verde[image: External link]


	
 Republic of China (Taiwan)[image: External link] (Economic/Cultural Office)

	
  Colombia[image: External link]


	
 Dominican Republic


	
 El Salvador[image: External link]


	
  France[image: External link]


	
  Germany[image: External link]





	

	
  Greece[image: External link]


	
  Guatemala[image: External link]


	
 Haiti


	
  Ireland[image: External link]


	
  Israel[image: External link]


	
  Italy[image: External link]


	
  Japan[image: External link]


	
  Mexico[image: External link]


	
  Peru[image: External link]





	

	
  Portugal[image: External link]


	
 South Korea[image: External link] (located in Newton)

	
  Spain[image: External link]


	
   Switzerland[image: External link] (located in Cambridge)

	
  Turkey[image: External link]


	
 United Arab Emirates[image: External link]


	
 United Kingdom[image: External link] (located in Cambridge)

	
  Venezuela[image: External link]











Other cities with diplomatic missions

Many cities have only one or two consulates; these are often with Mexico (which has 50 offices in the United States), or Canada (which has 17).[3]




	
Aurora, Colorado[image: External link] (1)


	
 El Salvador[image: External link] (Consulate-General)



Anchorage, Alaska[image: External link] (2)


	
  Japan[image: External link] (Consular Office)

	
 South Korea[image: External link] (Consulate Office)



Austin, Texas[image: External link] (2)


	
  Ireland[image: External link] (Consulate)

	
  Mexico[image: External link] (Consulate)



Brentwood, New York[image: External link] (1)


	
 El Salvador[image: External link]




Cleveland[image: External link] (1)


	
  Slovenia[image: External link][4]




Dallas[image: External link] (5)


	
 Canada


	
 El Salvador[image: External link]


	
  Mexico[image: External link] ( Consulate-General[image: External link])

	
  Peru[image: External link]


	
 South Korea[image: External link] (Consular Office)[5]




Del Rio[image: External link] (2)


	
  Guatemala[image: External link] (Consulate)

	
  Mexico[image: External link] (Consulate)



Denver[image: External link] (7)


	
 Canada


	
  Guatemala[image: External link]


	
  Japan[image: External link]


	
  Mexico[image: External link]


	
  Peru[image: External link]


	
 Republic of China (Taiwan)[image: External link] (Economic/Cultural Office)

	
 United Kingdom[image: External link] (UK government office)



Detroit[image: External link] (7)


	
 Canada


	
  Iraq[image: External link]


	
  Italy[image: External link]


	
  Japan[image: External link] ( Consulate-General[image: External link])

	
  Lebanon[image: External link]


	
  Macedonia[image: External link]


	
  Mexico[image: External link] (Consulate)



Elizabeth, New Jersey (1)


	
 El Salvador[image: External link]




Guam[image: External link] municipalities[image: External link] (6)

Guam is home to six missions, all of which are Asian or Pacific countries. All except for the ROC mission are in Tamuning[image: External link].


	
 Republic of China (Taiwan)[image: External link] (Economic/Cultural Office) - Hagåtña[image: External link]


	
 Federated States of Micronesia[image: External link]


	
  Japan[image: External link]


	
 Palau


	
  Philippines[image: External link]


	
 South Korea[image: External link] (Consular Agency)



Hartford, Connecticut (2)


	
 Brazil


	
  Peru[image: External link]




Honolulu[image: External link] (8)

Honolulu is home to eight missions, all of which are Asian or Pacific countries


	
 Australia


	
 Federated States of Micronesia[image: External link]


	
  Japan[image: External link] ( Consulate-General[image: External link])

	
 Marshall Islands


	
 New Zealand[image: External link]


	
  Philippines[image: External link]


	
 South Korea[image: External link]


	
 Republic of China (Taiwan)[image: External link] (Economic/Cultural Office)



Lake Worth, Florida[image: External link] (1)


	
  Guatemala[image: External link]




Las Vegas[image: External link] (2)


	
 El Salvador[image: External link]


	
  Mexico[image: External link] (Consulate)



Mayaguez, Puerto Rico[image: External link] (1)


	
 Dominican Republic




McAllen, Texas[image: External link] (4)


	
 El Salvador[image: External link]


	
  Guatemala[image: External link]


	
 Honduras


	
  Mexico[image: External link]




Minneapolis–Saint Paul (3)


	
 Canada


	
  Ecuador[image: External link]


	
  Mexico[image: External link]




Nashville, Tennessee[image: External link] (1)


	
  Japan[image: External link] ( Consulate-General[image: External link])



Newark, New Jersey (3)

Main article: List of diplomatic missions in New Jersey[image: External link]



	
  Colombia[image: External link]


	
  Ecuador[image: External link]


	
  Portugal[image: External link]




New Haven, Connecticut (1)


	
  Ecuador[image: External link]





	
New Orleans[image: External link] (6)


	
 Dominican Republic


	
  France[image: External link]


	
 Honduras


	
  Mexico[image: External link]


	
 Panama


	
  Venezuela[image: External link]




Orlando[image: External link] (3)


	
  Colombia[image: External link] (Consulate)

	
 Haiti (Consulate)

	
  Mexico[image: External link] (Consulate)



Pago Pago, American Samoa[image: External link] (1)


	
  Samoa[image: External link]




Palo Alto, California[image: External link] (1)


	
 Canada




Paterson, New Jersey (1)


	
  Peru[image: External link]




Philadelphia (4)


	
  Chile[image: External link]


	
  Italy[image: External link]


	
  Mexico[image: External link] (Consulate)

	
 Panama




Phoenix[image: External link] (3)


	
  Ecuador[image: External link]


	
  Guatemala[image: External link]


	
  Mexico[image: External link]




Portland, Oregon[image: External link] (2)


	
  Japan[image: External link]


	
  Mexico[image: External link] (Consulate)



Providence, Rhode Island (2)


	
  Guatemala[image: External link]


	
  Portugal[image: External link] (Consulate, Slated for closure)



Saipan[image: External link], Northern Mariana Islands (3)


	
  Japan[image: External link] (Consular Office)

	
 Palau


	
  Philippines[image: External link]




San Bernardino[image: External link] (2)


	
  Guatemala[image: External link] (Consulate)

	
  Mexico[image: External link] (Consulate)



San Diego[image: External link] (3)


	
 Canada (Consulate)

	
  Mexico[image: External link]


	
 Panama




San Juan, Puerto Rico[image: External link] (8)

San Juan, Puerto Rico has eight consulates, seven of which are with Latin American countries. It has the largest number of consulates outside of the Continental United States.


	
  Colombia[image: External link]


	
 Costa Rica


	
 Dominican Republic


	
 Haiti


	
  Mexico[image: External link]


	
 Panama


	
  Spain[image: External link]


	
  Venezuela[image: External link]




Seattle[image: External link] (7)

Seattle has Six consulates, the third-most of any city on the West Coast


	
 Canada


	
 El Salvador[image: External link]


	
  Japan[image: External link]


	
  Mexico[image: External link] (Consulate)

	
  Russia[image: External link]


	
 South Korea[image: External link]


	
 United Kingdom[image: External link] (UK government office)



Silver Spring, Maryland (2)


	
 El Salvador[image: External link][6]


	
  Guatemala[image: External link][7]




Springdale, Arkansas[image: External link] (1)


	
 Marshall Islands[8]




Tampa[image: External link] (3)


	
  Greece[image: External link]


	
 Panama


	
  Peru[image: External link]




Tucson, Arizona[image: External link] (3)


	
 El Salvador[image: External link] (Consulate General)

	
  Guatemala[image: External link] (Consulate)

	
  Mexico[image: External link] (Consulate General)



Woodbridge, Virginia[image: External link] (1)


	
 El Salvador[image: External link]











Cities with Mexican consulates only (24)

Due to the large number of Mexican Americans[image: External link], Mexico has 50 diplomatic missions in the United States, more than any country has with any other country. Many of these are smaller cities in the southwestern United States, including a number of border towns[image: External link].




	

	Albuquerque, New Mexico[image: External link]

	Boise, Idaho[image: External link]

	Brownsville, Texas[image: External link]

	Calexico, California[image: External link]

	Douglas, Arizona[image: External link]

	Eagle Pass, Texas[image: External link]

	El Paso, Texas[image: External link]

	Fresno, California[image: External link]

	Indianapolis, Indiana[image: External link]

	Kansas City, Missouri[image: External link]

	Laredo, Texas[image: External link]

	Little Rock, Arkansas[image: External link]




	

	Milwaukee, Wisconsin[image: External link]

	Nogales, Arizona[image: External link]

	Omaha, Nebraska[image: External link]

	Oxnard, California[image: External link]

	Presidio, Texas[image: External link]

	Raleigh, North Carolina[image: External link]

	Sacramento, California[image: External link]

	Salt Lake City, Utah[image: External link]

	San Antonio, Texas[image: External link]

	San Jose, California[image: External link]

	Santa Ana, California[image: External link]

	Yuma, Arizona[image: External link]










Countries without formal diplomatic missions to the United States

Several countries do not have formal diplomatic missions accredited to the United States. Consular[image: External link] duties for each country, except Kiribati and non-UN members, are instead managed by their respective diplomatic missions to the United Nations in New York.




	
State with relations


	
 Cook Islands[image: External link]


	
  Guinea-Bissau[image: External link]


	
  Kiribati[image: External link]


	
 São Tomé and Príncipe[image: External link]


	
  Tuvalu[image: External link]


	
  Vanuatu[image: External link]





	
States with no relations


	
  Bhutan[image: External link]


	
  Iran[image: External link]


	
 North Korea[image: External link]


	
  Niue[image: External link]


	
  Syria[image: External link]




States with limited recognition

The United States does not recognize the following states.


	
  Abkhazia[image: External link]


	
 South Ossetia[image: External link]


	
  Transnistria[image: External link]


	
  Nagorno-Karabakh[image: External link]











See also


	Foreign policy of the United States[image: External link]

	Diplomatic missions of the United States[image: External link]

	Ambassadors of the United States[image: External link]

	List of ambassadors to the United States[image: External link]

	Visa requirements for United States citizens[image: External link]
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District of Columbia voting Rights






Voting rights of citizens in the District of Columbia differ from the rights of citizens in each of the 50 U.S. states. The United States Constitution grants each state voting representation in both houses of the United States Congress. As the U.S. capital, the District of Columbia is a special federal district, not a state, and therefore does not have voting representation in the Congress. The Constitution grants the Congress exclusive jurisdiction over the District in "all cases whatsoever."

In the United States House of Representatives, the District is represented by a delegate[image: External link], who is not allowed to vote on the House floor but can vote on procedural matters and in congressional committees[image: External link]. D.C. residents have no representation in the United States Senate. The Twenty-third Amendment to the United States Constitution, adopted in 1961, entitles the District to three electoral votes[image: External link] in the election of the President and Vice President of the United States.

The District's lack of voting representation in Congress has been an issue since the capital's founding. Numerous proposals have been introduced to change this situation, including legislation and constitutional amendments, returning the District to the state of Maryland, and making the District into a new state. All proposals have been met with political or constitutional challenges and there has been no change in the District's representation in the Congress.
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 History




See also: History of Washington, D.C.; District of Columbia home rule; and District of Columbia statehood movement


In 1783, a crowd of disbanded Revolutionary War soldiers angry about not having been paid gathered to protest outside the building where the Continental Congress was meeting. The soldiers blocked the door and initially refused to allow the delegates to leave. Despite requests from the Congress, the Pennsylvania state government declined to call out its militia to deal with the unruly mob, and so Congress was forced to abruptly adjourn to New Jersey. This led to the widespread belief that Congress needed control over the national capitol. As Madison wrote in The Federalist No. 43, "Without it, not only the public authority might be insulted and its proceedings interrupted with impunity; but a dependence of the members of the general government on the State comprehending the seat of the government, for protection in the exercise of their duty, might bring on the national councils an imputation of awe or influence, equally dishonorable to the government and dissatisfactory to the other members of the Confederacy." This belief resulted in the creation of a national capital, separate from any state, by the Constitution's District Clause.[1]

The "District Clause" in Article I, Section 8, Clause 17[image: External link] of the U.S. Constitution states:


[The Congress shall have Power] To exercise exclusive legislation in all cases whatsoever, over such District (not exceeding ten miles square) as may, by cession of particular states, and the acceptance of Congress, become the seat of the government of the United States.



In 1788, the land on which the District is formed was ceded by Maryland. In 1790, Congress passed the Residence Act placing the District on the Potomac River between the Anacostia and Connogochegue with the exact location chosen by President Washington. His selection was announced on January 24, 1791, and the Residence Act was amended to include land that Virginia[image: External link] had ceded in 1790. That land was returned to Virginia[image: External link] in 1847. The Congress did not officially move to the new federal capital until the first Monday in December 1800. During that time the District was governed by a combination of a federally appointed Board of Commissioners, the state legislatures and locally elected governments.[2]

On February 27, 1801, only a few months after moving to the District, Congress passed the District of Columbia Organic Act of 1801 and incorporated the new federal District under its sole authority as permitted by the District Clause, making Congress the supreme source of all local laws. Since the District of Columbia ceased being part of any state and was not a state itself, the District's residents lost voting representation in Congress, the Electoral College, and in the Constitutional amendment process — consequences that did not go without protest.[3] In January 1801, a meeting of District citizens was held which resulted in a statement to Congress noting that as a result of the impending Organic Act "we shall be completely disfranchised in respect to the national government, while we retain no security for participating in the formation of even the most minute local regulations by which we are to be affected. We shall be reduced to that deprecated condition of which we pathetically complained in our charges against Great Britain, of being taxed without representation."[2] The following year, the Board of Commissioners was abolished, the city of Washington was incorporated and a local government consisting of a locally elected 12-member council and a Mayor appointed by the President was put in place.[2]

In 1812, the District was given greater home rule when the Mayor became an elected official, chosen from among the group of 12 elected council members and 8 aldermen, and in 1820 the Mayor became directly elected. Small modifications were made over the years, but in 1871 the District government was again dramatically modified, this time getting a government more similar to that of the territories. Under this new government, the Governor of the District was again appointed by the President, as were all members of one house of the District legislature. The Congress abolished the territorial government in 1874 and replaced it with a presidentially appointed council.[2]

In 1878, the District was given a permanent government, still consisting of a three-member council appointed by the President. It was later decided that this congressional act constituted the District's Constitution, making the District the only territory that had not been allowed to write its own Constitution.[2]

In the 1950s, as part of the larger Civil Rights Movement, interest emerged in giving DC full representation. As a compromise, the Twenty-third Amendment was adopted in 1961, granting the District a number of votes in the Electoral College[image: External link] in measure to their population, but no more than the smallest state. This right has been exercised by DC residents since the presidential election of 1964[image: External link].

The District of Columbia Home Rule Act of 1973 devolved certain congressional powers over the District to a local government administered by an elected mayor[image: External link], currently Muriel Bowser, and the thirteen-member Council of the District of Columbia. However, the Congress retains the right to review and overturn any of the District's laws.[4] Each of the city's eight wards[image: External link] elects a single member of the council, and five members, including the chairman, are elected at large.[5]

In 1978, Congress submitted the District of Columbia Voting Rights Amendment to the states for ratification. It would have given the District full congressional representation, full participation in presidential elections, and the authority of a state regarding amending the Constitution[image: External link].[6]

In 1980, District voters approved the call of a constitutional convention[image: External link] to draft a proposed state constitution[image: External link],[7] just as U.S. territories had done prior to their admission as states. The proposed constitution was ratified by District voters in 1982 for a new state to be called "New Columbia", but the Congress has not granted statehood to the District.[8]

Pursuant to that proposed state constitution, the District still selects members of a shadow congressional delegation[image: External link], consisting of two shadow Senators and a shadow Representative, to lobby[image: External link] the Congress to grant statehood. These positions are not officially recognized by the Congress. Additionally, until May 2008, the Congress prohibited the District from spending any funds on lobbying for voting representation or statehood.[9]

On December 29, 2003, The Inter-American Commission on Human Rights[image: External link] of the Organization of American States concluded that the United States is violating the District of Columbia's rights under Articles II and XX of the American Declaration of the Rights and Duties of Man[image: External link] by denying District of Columbia citizens[image: External link] an effective opportunity to participate in the Congress. The Commission reiterated the following recommendation to the United States: "Provide the Petitioners with an effective remedy, which includes adopting the legislative or other measures necessary to guarantee to the Petitioners the effective right to participate, directly or through freely chosen representatives and in general conditions of equality, in their national legislature".[10]

A 2005 poll paid for by the advocacy group D.C. Vote, but conducted by the non-partisan polling firm KRC Research, found that 82% of 1,007 adults believed that D.C. should have full congressional voting representation.[11] A 2007 Washington Post poll of 788 adults found that 61% of those adults supported granting the District "a full voting" Representative.[12]
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 Arguments for and against




There are arguments for and against giving the District of Columbia voting representation in the Congress.
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 Consent of the governed




Advocates of voting representation for the District of Columbia argue that as citizens living in the United States, the District's estimated 672,228 residents[13] should have the same right to determine how they are governed as citizens of a state. At least as early as 1776, George Mason[image: External link] wrote in the Virginia Declaration of Rights[image: External link]:


VI. That elections of members to serve as representatives of the people, in assembly, ought to be free; and that all men, having sufficient evidence of permanent common interest with, and attachment to, the community, have the right of suffrage, and cannot be taxed or deprived of their property for public uses without their own consent, or that of their representatives so elected, nor bound by any law to which they have not, in like manner, assented, for the public good.




VII. That all power of suspending laws, or the execution of laws, by any authority without consent of the representatives of the people, is injurious to their rights, and ought not to be exercised.[14]



Justice Hugo Black[image: External link] described the right to vote as fundamental in Wesberry v. Sanders[image: External link], 376[image: External link] U.S. 1[image: External link] (1964). He wrote, "No right is more precious in a free country than that of having a voice in the election of those who make the laws under which, as good citizens, we must live. Other rights, even the most basic, are illusory if the right to vote is undermined."[15]

The Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act[image: External link] allows U.S. citizens to vote absentee[image: External link] for their home state's Congressional representatives from anywhere else in the world. If a U.S. citizen were to move to the District, that person would lose the ability to vote for a member of the Congress. U.S. citizens who have permanently left the United States are still permitted to vote absentee for the Congress in the state where they last held residency. Scholars have argued that if U.S. citizens who are residents of other countries are allowed to vote in federal elections, then the Congress can extend the same rights to residents of the nation's capital.[15][16]
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 Constitutional provisions




The primary objection to legislative proposals to grant the District voting rights is that some provisions of the Constitution suggest that such an action would be unconstitutional[image: External link].[17] How the House of Representatives is to be composed is described in Article I, Section 2[image: External link]:


The House of Representatives shall be composed of Members chosen every second Year by the People of the several States, and the Electors in each State shall have the Qualifications requisite for Electors of the most numerous Branch of the State Legislature. No Person shall be a Representative ... who shall not, when elected, be an Inhabitant of that State in which he shall be chosen. Representatives ... shall be apportioned among the several States which may be included within this Union, according to their respective Numbers[.]



Section 2 of the Fourteenth Amendment[image: External link] reaffirms Article I, Section 2 in that regard when it says:


Representatives shall be apportioned among the several States according to their respective numbers, counting the whole number of persons in each State, excluding Indians not taxed.



In addition, the Seventeenth Amendment[image: External link] correspondingly describes the election of "two Senators from each State". Those who believe D.C. voting rights legislation would be unconstitutional point out that the District of Columbia is not a U.S. state.[18] Advocates of voting rights legislation claim that Article I, Section 8, Clause 17[image: External link] (the District Clause), which grants Congress "exclusive" legislative authority over the District, also allows the Congress to pass legislation that would grant D.C. voting representation in the Congress.[15] The District is entitled to three electors in the Electoral College[image: External link], pursuant to the Twenty-third Amendment which says the District is to have:


A number of electors equal to the whole number of Senators and Representatives in Congress to which the District would be entitled if it were a State, but in no event more than the least populous State[.][19]



The constitutional argument about whether Congress can provide the District of Columbia with a voting member in the House of Representatives, but not in the Senate, is heavily debated by each side. In Hepburn v. Ellzey (1805), the Supreme Court held that the right of residents of the District to sue residents of other states is not explicitly stated in Article III, Section 2[image: External link].[20] In National Mutual Insurance Co. v. Tidewater Transfer Co., Inc, 337[image: External link] U.S. 582[image: External link] (1949), the Supreme Court held that Congress could grant residents of the District of Columbia a right to sue residents of other states.[21] However, opponents of the constitutionality of the legislation to grant D.C. voting rights point out that seven of the nine Justices in Tidewater rejected the view that the District is a “state” for other constitutional purposes.[22] Opponents have also pointed out that if the power of Congress to "exercise exclusive legislation" over the District is used to supersede other sections of the Constitution, then the powers granted to Congress could potentially be unlimited.[23]

On January 24, 2007, the Congressional Research Service[image: External link] (CRS) issued a report on this subject. According to the CRS, "it would appear likely that the Congress does not have authority to grant voting representation in the House of Representatives to the District."[24]
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 Tax arguments




Unlike residents of U.S. territories such as Puerto Rico or Guam[image: External link], which also have non-voting delegates, citizens of the District of Columbia are subject to all U.S. federal taxes.[25] In the financial year 2007, D.C. residents and businesses paid $20.4 billion in federal taxes; more than the taxes collected from 19 states and the highest federal taxes per capita.[26] This situation has given rise to the use of the phrase "Taxation Without Representation" by those in favor of granting D.C. voting representation in the Congress. The slogan currently appears on the city's vehicle license plates[image: External link]. The issue of taxation without representation in the District of Columbia is not new. For example, in Loughborough v. Blake 18[image: External link] U.S. 317[image: External link] (1820), the Supreme Court said:


The difference between requiring a continent, with an immense population, to submit to be taxed by a government having no common interest with it, separated from it by a vast ocean, restrained by no principle of apportionment, and associated with it by no common feelings; and permitting the representatives of the American people, under the restrictions of our constitution, to tax a part of the society...which has voluntarily relinquished the right of representation, and has adopted the whole body of Congress for its legitimate government, as is the case with the district, is too obvious not to present itself to the minds of all. Although in theory it might be more congenial to the spirit of our institutions to admit a representative from the district, it may be doubted whether, in fact, its interests would be rendered thereby the more secure; and certainly the constitution does not consider their want of a representative in Congress as exempting it from equal taxation.[27]



In 1971, Susan Breakefield sued to recover three years of income taxes she paid to the District of Columbia because she said she was a victim of taxation without representation.[28] Breakefield lost her case before both the District of Columbia Tax Court and the United States Court of Appeals, and the Supreme Court refused to hear the case.[28]

Opponents of D.C. voting rights point out that Congress appropriates money directly to the D.C. government to help offset some of the city's costs.[29] However, proponents of a tax-centric view against D.C. representation do not apply the same logic to the 32 states that received more money from the federal government in 2005 than they paid in taxes.[30] Additionally, the federal government is exempt[image: External link] from paying city property taxes and the Congress prohibits the District from imposing a commuter tax[image: External link] on non-residents who work in the city. Limiting these revenue sources strains the local government's finances.[29] Like the 50 states, D.C. receives federal grants[image: External link] for assistance programs such as Medicare[image: External link], accounting for approximately 26% of the city's total revenue. Congress also appropriates money to the District's government to help offset some of the city's security costs; these funds totaled $38 million in 2007, approximately 0.5% of the District's budget.[31] In addition to those funds, the U.S. government provides other services. For example, the federal government operates the District's court system[image: External link], which had a budget of $272 million in 2008.[32] Additionally, all federal law enforcement agencies, such as the U.S. Park Police[image: External link], have jurisdiction in the city and help provide security.[33] In total, the federal government provided about 33% of the District's general revenue.[34] On average, federal funds formed about 30% of the states' general revenues in 2007.[35]
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 Political considerations




Opponents of D.C. voting rights have also contended that the city is too small to warrant representation in the House and Senate. However, sponsors of voting rights legislation point out that both Wyoming and Vermont[image: External link] have a smaller population[image: External link] than the District of Columbia.[36]

In modern times, all elections held in the district have been overwhelmingly won by the Democratic Party[image: External link].[37] The Democrats' support of increased D.C. representation in Congress and the Republicans' opposition to it have been alleged to be purely for self-serving reasons.[23][38][39]
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 Human rights




Since 2006, the United Nations Human Rights Committee[image: External link] report has cited the United States for denying DC residents voting rights in violation of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights[image: External link], a treaty the United States ratified in 1992.[40]
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 Proposed reforms




Advocates for D.C. voting rights have proposed several, competing reforms to increase the District's representation in the Congress. These proposals generally involve either treating D.C. more like a state or allowing the state of Maryland to take back the land it ceded to form the District.
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 Legislation




Several bills have been introduced in Congress to grant the District of Columbia voting representation in one or both houses of Congress. As detailed above, the primary issue with all legislative proposals is whether the Congress has the constitutional authority to grant the District voting representation. Members of Congress in support of the bills claim that constitutional concerns should not prohibit the legislation's passage, but rather should be left to the courts.[41] A secondary criticism of a legislative remedy is that any law granting representation to the District could be undone in the future. Additionally, recent legislative proposals deal with granting representation in the House of Representatives only, which would still leave the issue of Senate representation for District residents unresolved.[22] Thus far, no bill granting the District voting representation has passed both houses of Congress. A summary of legislation proposed since 2003 is provided below.


[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Proposals during administration of George W. Bush




The Justice Department during the administration of President George W. Bush[image: External link] took the position that “explicit provisions of the Constitution do not permit Congress to grant congressional representation to the District through legislation.”[42] Various such proposals were considered by the Congress during Bush's tenure:


	The No Taxation Without Representation Act of 2003 (H.R. 1285[image: External link] and S. 617[image: External link]) would have treated D.C. as if it were a state for the purposes of voting representation in the Congress, including the addition of two new senators; however, the bill never made it out of committee.[43]


	The District of Columbia Fair and Equal House Voting Rights Act of 2006 (H.R. 5388[image: External link]) would have granted the District of Columbia voting representation in the House of Representatives only. This bill never made it out of committee.[44]


	The District of Columbia Fair and Equal House Voting Rights Act of 2007 (H.R. 328[image: External link]) was the first to propose granting the District of Columbia voting representation in the House of Representatives while also temporarily adding an extra seat to Republican-leaning Utah to increase the membership of the House by two. The addition of an extra seat for Utah was meant to entice conservative lawmakers into voting for the bill by balancing the addition of a likely-Democratic representative from the District. The bill still did not make it out of committee.[45]


	The District of Columbia House Voting Rights Act of 2007 (H.R. 1433[image: External link]) was essentially the same bill as H.R. 328 introduced previously in the same Congress. This bill would still have added two additional seats to the House of Representatives, one for the District of Columbia and a second for Utah. The bill passed two committee hearings before finally being incorporated into a second bill of the same name.[46] The new bill (H.R. 1905[image: External link]) passed the full House of Representatives in a vote of 214 to 177.[47] The bill was then referred to the Senate (S. 1257[image: External link]) where it passed in committee. However, the bill could only get 57 of the 60 votes needed to break a Republican filibuster[image: External link] and consequently failed on the floor of the Senate.[48] Following the defeated 2007 bill, voting rights advocates were hopeful that Democratic Party[image: External link] gains in both the House of Representatives and the Senate during the November 2008 elections would help pass the bill during the 111th Congress[image: External link].[49] Barack Obama[image: External link], a Senate co-sponsor of the 2007 bill, said during his presidential campaign that he would sign such a bill if it were passed by the Congress while he was President.[50]
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 Proposal during administration of Barack Obama




On January 6, 2009, Senators Joe Lieberman[image: External link] of Connecticut and Senator Orrin Hatch[image: External link] of Utah, and D.C. Delegate[image: External link] Eleanor Holmes Norton introduced in the House the District of Columbia House Voting Rights Act of 2009 (H.R. 157[image: External link] and S. 160[image: External link]). On February 26, 2009, the Senate passed S. 160 by a vote of 61–37.[51] However, before passing the bill, the Senate adopted an amendment by Senator John Ensign[image: External link] that would have removed the authority of the District of Columbia to prohibit or unduly burden the ability of its residents to possess guns in their homes, on their property, or at their places of business. The Ensign amendment would have also repealed District legislation requiring gun registration, the District's ban on semiautomatic weapons, and the District's criminal penalties for possession of an unregistered handgun.[52] Following the Senate's passage of the bill, as amended, House Majority Leader Steny Hoyer[image: External link] said on March 4 that he had postponed a House vote on the bill for at least a week,[53][54] but it quickly became clear there were not enough votes to bring the bill to the floor without any amendments.[55] Despite Hoyer's efforts to have the amendment's supporters withdraw it and propose it as separate legislation,[56] and Norton's efforts to achieve consensus within the District's political community, where there is strong opposition to Ensign's amendment, Hoyer had to announce on June 9 that the bill was on hold indefinitely.[57] In April 2010, the bill rather abruptly returned to the agenda,[58] but the week a vote was expected, Hoyer declared the bill was unlikely to be passed during the 111th Congress.[59] District politicians reiterated their opposition to the House passing the bill with Ensign's amendment.[60] The House bill was reintroduced in the 112th Congress as H.R.267.[61]

The Justice Department[image: External link] has split over the constitutionality of legislation to give the District of Columbia voting representation in the House of Representatives. The Office of Legal Counsel[image: External link] reported to Attorney General Eric Holder[image: External link] that the proposed legislation would be unconstitutional, but Holder overrode that determination and instead obtained an opinion from officials of the United States Solicitor General's office that the legislation could be defended if it were challenged after its enactment.[62]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Retrocession




Main article: District of Columbia retrocession


The process of reuniting the District of Columbia with the state of Maryland is referred to as retrocession. The District was originally formed out of parts of both Maryland and Virginia which they had ceded[image: External link] to the Congress. However, Virginia's portion was returned to that state in 1846; all the land in present-day D.C. was once part of Maryland.[63] If both the Congress and the Maryland state legislature agreed, jurisdiction over the District of Columbia could be returned to Maryland, possibly excluding a small tract of land immediately surrounding the United States Capitol, the White House and the Supreme Court building.[64] If the District were returned to Maryland, citizens in D.C. would gain voting representation in the Congress as residents of Maryland. One problem with any of these proposals, according to one Virginia Republican in a 1999 interview, is that the state of Maryland does not currently want to take the District back.[65][ better source needed[image: External link]] Further, although the U.S. Constitution does not specify a minimum size for the District, retrocession may require a constitutional amendment, as the District's role as the seat of government is mandated by the Constitution's District Clause.[65][66] Retrocession could also alter the idea of a separate national capital as envisioned by the Founding Fathers.[67] It may also violate the Twenty-third Amendment to the United States Constitution's granting of votes in the electoral college, as they would still be constitutionally granted to the district.

A proposal related to retrocession was the "District of Columbia Voting Rights Restoration Act of 2004" (H.R. 3709), which would have treated the residents of the District as residents of Maryland for the purposes of congressional representation. Maryland's congressional delegation would then be apportioned accordingly to include the population of the District.[68] Those in favor of such a plan argue that the Congress already has the necessary authority to pass such legislation without the constitutional concerns of other proposed remedies. From the foundation of the District in 1790 until the passage of the Organic Act of 1801, citizens living in D.C. continued to vote for members of Congress in Maryland or Virginia; legal scholars therefore propose that the Congress has the power to restore those voting rights while maintaining the integrity of the federal district.[16] However, the proposed legislation never made it out of committee.[68]
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 Amendment process




Given the potential constitutional problems with legislation granting the District voting representation in the Congress, scholars have proposed that amending the U.S. Constitution[image: External link] would be the appropriate manner to grant D.C. full representation.[23]
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 District of Columbia Voting Rights Amendment




Main article: District of Columbia Voting Rights Amendment


In 1978, the Congress proposed the District of Columbia Voting Rights Amendment. This amendment would have required that the District of Columbia be "treated as though it were a State" regarding congressional representation, presidential elections (replacing the limited treatment under the Twenty-third Amendment) and the constitutional amendment process. The amendment had to be ratified[image: External link] within seven years to be adopted. The amendment was ratified by only 16 states, short of the requisite three-fourths (38) of the states, and so it expired in 1985.[24] The amendment has never been resubmitted for ratification.
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 Murkowski proposal




Senator Lisa Murkowski[image: External link] believed the District of Columbia House Voting Rights Act of 2009 would be unconstitutional if adopted and so she proposed a constitutional amendment to provide the District with one representative.[69][70] Unlike the District of Columbia Voting Rights Amendment, Murkowski's proposal would not have provided the District any Senators or a role in the constitutional amendment process. Her proposal was referred to the Senate Judiciary Committee[image: External link], which never acted on the proposal.[71]
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 Statehood




Main article: District of Columbia statehood movement


Article IV, Section 3, Clause 1 of the Constitution[image: External link] gives the Congress power to grant statehood. If the District were to become a state, congressional authority over the District would be terminated and residents would have full voting representation in both houses of the Congress. However, there are a number of constitutional considerations with any such statehood proposal.[8]

In 1980, local citizens passed an initiative calling for a constitutional convention for a new state. In 1982, voters ratified the constitution of a new state to be called "New Columbia".[72] This campaign for statehood stalled. After the District of Columbia Voting Rights Amendment expired in 1985, another constitution for the state of New Columbia was drafted in 1987.[72] The House of Representatives last voted on D.C. statehood in November 1993 and the proposal was defeated by a vote of 277 to 153.[8] Like retrocession, it has been argued that D.C. statehood would erode the principle of a separate federal territory as the seat of the federal government and that a constitutional amendment would be needed to avoid a violation of the Constitution's District Clause.[66]

On April 15, 2016, District Mayor Muriel Bowser called for a citywide vote on whether the District should become the 51st state.[73] This was followed by the release of a proposed state constitution.[74] This constitution would make the Mayor of the District of Columbia[image: External link] the governor of the proposed state, while the members of the City Council would make up the proposed House of Delegates. Despite requests for a different name, the proposed state constitution refers to the District as "New Columbia."[75] However, the Council of the District of Columbia passed legislation making the proposed name "State of Washington, D.C." Under this proposed name "D.C." stands for "Douglass Commonwealth," a reference to the historic abolitionist[image: External link] Frederick Douglass[image: External link].[76] District residents voted overwhelmingly in favor of statehood, in an advisory referendum, but Congress is unlikely to pass statehood legislation.[77][78]
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 Comparison with other federal capitals




Other countries with federal systems similar to the U.S. extend full voting rights to residents of the federal capital, comparable to those of a constituent state.
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 Federal districts and territories




In the National Congress[image: External link] of Argentina, the Autonomous City of Buenos Aires[image: External link] has 25 seats in the Chamber of Deputies[image: External link][79] as well as three in the Senate[image: External link], the same as a Province[image: External link].[80]

In the Parliament[image: External link] of Australia, the Australian Capital Territory (ACT) has seats in both the House of Representatives[image: External link] and Senate[image: External link], although it was not until 1974 that residents of the ACT were able to vote for the latter.[81] Unlike a State[image: External link], which elects twelve Senators, the ACT only elects two.[82]

In the Congress[image: External link] of Brazil, the Federal District has eight seats in the Chamber of Deputies[image: External link],[83] and three in the Federal Senate[image: External link], the same number as a State[image: External link].[84]

In the Parliament[image: External link] of India, the National Capital Territory[image: External link] of Delhi is represented by seven members in the Lok Sabha[image: External link] (lower house)[85] and three members in the Rajya Sabha[image: External link] (upper house), the latter being indirectly elected by the Territory's Legislative Assembly[image: External link].[86]

In the Parliament[image: External link] of Malaysia[image: External link], the federal territory of Kuala Lumpur[image: External link] (the original federal capital and still the seat of parliament) has eleven MPs in the Dewan Rakyat[image: External link] (lower house) by members, while Putrajaya[image: External link] (the administrative centre since 1999) has one. In the Dewan Negara[image: External link] (upper house) each of the territories is represented by two Senators, but these are appointed on the advice of the Prime Minister[image: External link], whereas those representing the States[image: External link] are indirectly elected by each State's Legislative Assembly[image: External link].

In the Congress[image: External link] of Mexico[image: External link], the Federal District[image: External link] is represented in the Chamber of Deputies[image: External link],[87] as well as the Senate[image: External link].[88]

In the National Assembly[image: External link] of Nigeria[image: External link], the Federal Capital Territory of Abuja[image: External link] has two seats in the House of Representatives[image: External link] and one seat in the Senate[image: External link], unlike the States[image: External link], each of which has three.

In the Parliament[image: External link] of Pakistan, the Islamabad Capital Territory or Federal Capital has two seats in the National Assembly[image: External link][89] and four in the Senate[image: External link].[90]
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 City states




Berlin[image: External link], the capital of Germany[image: External link], is also both a city state and one of the sixteen Länder or States[image: External link] and is represented on the same basis as the other Länder in the directly elected Bundestag[image: External link], in which it has twelve directly elected seats, and the indirectly elected Bundesrat[image: External link], to which its Senate[image: External link] (or executive) sends four members.[91]

Vienna[image: External link], the capital of Austria[image: External link], is also one of the nine States[image: External link] and is represented on the same basis as the other States in the Parliament[image: External link], in the directly elected National Council[image: External link] (lower house) and the indirectly elected Federal Council[image: External link], to which its City Council (also State Legislature) sends members.[92]

Brussels[image: External link], the federal capital of Belgium[image: External link], is also one of the three Regions of Belgium[image: External link], forming the Brussels Capital Region[image: External link], and is represented in the Belgian Federal Parliament[image: External link] by fifteen directly elected members of the Chamber of Representatives[image: External link] and indirectly elected members of the Senate[image: External link], chosen by the Brussels Regional Parliament[image: External link]. In addition, as the capital of Flanders[image: External link], Brussels is also represented in the Flemish Parliament[image: External link]. However, its representatives have no voting rights on matters devolved to the Brussels City Region.[93]
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 Other cities




Unlike other federal capitals, Ottawa, the capital of Canada, is not located in a separate territory or district, instead forming part of the province[image: External link] of Ontario[image: External link], of which Toronto[image: External link] is the capital. In the Parliament of Canada[image: External link], Ottawa is represented by eight Members[image: External link] of the House of Commons[image: External link], while in the Senate[image: External link], it is represented as part of Ontario. As part of that province, Ottawa elects eight Members of the Provincial Parliament[image: External link] to the Legislative Assembly[image: External link].

Bern[image: External link], the federal capital of Switzerland[image: External link], is part of the Canton of Bern[image: External link], of which it is also capital; in the Federal Assembly[image: External link], it is represented by 25 members in the National Council[image: External link] and two in the Council of States[image: External link].

Abu Dhabi[image: External link], the capital of the United Arab Emirates[image: External link], is not located is a special district and is instead part of the Emirate of Abu Dhabi[image: External link]. The Parliament of the United Arab Emirates[image: External link] is half elected and half appointed by the respective emirs, with the Emirate of Abu Dhabi being allocated 4 elected seats in parliament, which is the highest number and on par with the Emirate of Dubai. Due to having the largest oil revenue, the Emir of Abu Dhabi is also President of the United Arab Emirates, while the Emir of Dubai is Prime Minister of the United Arab Emirates.
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 See also





	Voting rights in the United States[image: External link]

	Uniformed and Overseas Citizens Absentee Voting Act[image: External link]

	Federal voting rights in Puerto Rico[image: External link]
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Twenty-third Amendment to the United States Constitution






The Twenty-third Amendment (Amendment XXIII) to the United States Constitution extends the right to vote in the presidential election[image: External link] to citizens residing in the District of Columbia by granting the District electors in the Electoral College[image: External link], as if it were a state. The amendment was proposed by the 86th Congress[image: External link] on June 16, 1960, and ratified[image: External link] by the states on March 29, 1961.

The Electoral College, established in Article II, Section 1, Clause 2 of the United States Constitution[image: External link], is the institution that elects the President and Vice President of the United States every four years. The President and Vice President are not elected directly by the voters. Instead, they are elected by "electors" who are chosen by popular vote on a state-by-state basis. As the District of Columbia is not a state, it was not entitled to any electors prior to the adoption of the Twenty-third Amendment. Citizens living in the district were therefore shut out from the presidential–vice presidential election process. The first presidential election in which the District of Columbia participated was the election of 1964[image: External link]. This amendment mentions the Twelfth Amendment to the United States Constitution[image: External link] when it mentions how the district's electors should perform duties provided by said amendment.

According to the terms of the amendment, the district is allocated as many electors as it would have if it were a state, but no more electors than the least populous state (currently Wyoming, which has three electors); thus, the district cannot have more than three electors. Even if it were a state, the district's population would entitle it to only three electors.[1] Since the passage of this amendment, the District's electoral votes have been cast for the Democratic Party's[image: External link] presidential and vice presidential candidates in every election.[2]



TOP
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 Text





Section 1. The District constituting the seat of Government of the United States shall appoint in such manner as the Congress may direct:

A number of electors of President and Vice President equal to the whole number of Senators and Representatives in Congress to which the District would be entitled if it were a State, but in no event more than the least populous State; they shall be in addition to those appointed by the States, but they shall be considered, for the purposes of the election of President and Vice President, to be electors appointed by a State; and they shall meet in the District and perform such duties as provided by the twelfth article of amendment.

Section 2. The Congress shall have power to enforce this article by appropriate legislation.[3]
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 Background




The United States Constitution's rules for the composition of the House of Representatives and the Senate explicitly grant seats to states, and no other entities. Similarly, electors to the Electoral College[image: External link] are apportioned to states, not to territories or the federal district. The main reference to the federal district is in Article I, Section 8 of the Constitution[image: External link] which gives Congress the power "To exercise exclusive Legislation in all Cases whatsoever, over such District (not exceeding ten Miles square) as may, by Cession of particular States, and the Acceptance of Congress, become the Seat of the Government of the United States."[4] In the early existence of the District, it was too small and rural to merit a hypothetical seat in the House of Representatives anyway, with fewer than 30,000 inhabitants.[5]

In 1890, a bill was introduced in Congress to grant Washington, D.C. voting rights in presidential elections, but it did not proceed forward.[6] Theodore W. Noyes[image: External link], a writer of the Washington Evening Star[image: External link], published a number of stories in support of D.C. voting rights. Noyes also helped found the Citizens' Joint Committee on National Representation for the District of Columbia, a citizen's group which lobbied Congress to pass an amendment expanding D.C. voting rights. Noyes died in 1946, but the Citizens' Joint Committee continued onward, and the issue of District voting rights began to be seen as similar to the civil rights movement.[6] A split developed between advocates for greater power for the District after World War II. The Evening Star, continuing in the Noyes mold, supported D.C. representation in Congress and the electoral college, but opposed "home rule" (locally elected mayors and councils with actual power, rather than direct rule by Congress). The Washington Post, however, supported "home rule" and civil rights, but opposed full-fledged representation for the District.[6] Additionally, while many of the people leading the push were liberal Democrats, the District of Columbia in the 1950s was fairly balanced in its potential voting impact; Democrats had only a slight edge over Republicans, although District Republicans in the 1950s were liberal by national standards.[6] Thus, an amendment to grant the District increased voting powers was able to gain bipartisan support in a way that would have been more difficult later. Only 28% of the District was African-American[image: External link] according to the 1940 census[image: External link], and the black population was young compared to other residents, making the voting electorate even smaller due to the voting age of 21. This grew to 54% in the 1960 census[image: External link], but according to political scientist Clement E. Vose, "various factors—inexperience in voting, educational handicaps, residency requirements, welfare laws, and social ostracism before the Voting Rights Act of 1965[image: External link]—minimized black registration and voting".[7]
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 Proposal and ratification
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Senate Joint Resolution–39, which would eventually become the Twenty-third Amendment, was introduced in 1959 by Tennessee Democratic Senator Estes Kefauver[image: External link]. His proposal would provide for the emergency functioning of Congress and continuity of the legislative process by authorizing governors to fill vacancies in the House of Representatives “on any date that the total number of vacancies ... exceeds half of the authorized membership.” The governor’s appointive authority would have been limited to 60 days, and the appointee would have served until a successor was elected in a special election. The bill was amended twice on the Senate floor. One added provision, proposed by New York Republican Kenneth Keating[image: External link], would grant the District of Columbia electoral votes in national elections and non-voting delegate(s) to the House. The other, offered by Florida Democrat Spessard Holland[image: External link], would eliminate the poll tax or other property qualification as a prerequisite for voting in federal elections. The Senate passed SJR–39 in this three-amendment form on February 2, 1960, by a vote of 70–18, and sent it forward to the House.

The House Judiciary Committee[image: External link], after setting aside the anti-poll tax and House emergency appointment provisions of SJR–39, sent its own proposal, House Joint Resolution–757, devoted solely to presidential electors for the District of Columbia, to the House floor for consideration. This was adopted in the House without amendment, by voice vote, on June 14, 1960. Then, by unanimous consent, the text of HJR–757 was inserted into SJR–39, the original language of which was removed. The Senate adopted the revised resolution by voice vote on June 16, 1960.[8][9][10]
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 Ratification by the states




To become valid as part of the Constitution, the Twenty-third Amendment needed to be ratified by the legislatures of three-quarters of the states (38, following admission of Alaska and Hawaii to the union in 1959) within seven years from its submission to the states by Congress (June 16, 1967). President Eisenhower[image: External link], along with both major party candidates in the 1960 presidential election[image: External link], Vice-President Richard Nixon[image: External link] and Senator John F. Kennedy[image: External link], endorsed the proposal. Amendment supporters ran an effective ratification campaign, mobilizing persons in almost every state to press for its approval.[7]

The following states ratified the amendment:[11]


	Hawaii – June 23, 1960

	Massachusetts – August 22, 1960

	New Jersey – December 19, 1960

	New York – January 17, 1961

	California – January 19, 1961

	Oregon – January 27, 1961

	Maryland – January 30, 1961

	Idaho – January 31, 1961

	Maine – January 31, 1961

	Minnesota – January 31, 1961

	New Mexico – February 1, 1961

	Nevada – February 2, 1961

	Montana – February 6, 1961

	Colorado – February 8, 1961

	Washington – February 9, 1961

	West Virginia – February 9, 1961

	Alaska – February 10, 1961

	Wyoming – February 13, 1961

	South Dakota – February 14, 1961 (date of filing in Office of Secretary of State of South Dakota)

	Delaware – February 20, 1961

	Utah – February 21, 1961

	Wisconsin – February 21, 1961

	Pennsylvania – February 28, 1961

	Indiana – March 3, 1961

	North Dakota – March 3, 1961

	Tennessee – March 6, 1961

	Michigan – March 8, 1961

	Connecticut – March 9, 1961

	Arizona – March 10, 1961

	Illinois – March 14, 1961

	Nebraska – March 15, 1961

	Vermont – March 15, 1961

	Iowa – March 16, 1961

	Missouri – March 20, 1961

	Oklahoma – March 21, 1961

	Rhode Island – March 22, 1961

	Kansas – March 29, 1961

	Ohio – March 29, 1961



Ratification was completed on March 29, 1961, 9 months and 12 days after being proposed by Congress. The amendment was subsequently ratified by the following states:


	39. New Hampshire – March 30, 1961 (Date in official notice; preceded by ratification on March 29, 1961, as the 37th state to ratify, which was annulled and then repeated later that same day.)

	40. Alabama – April 11, 2002



On April 3, 1961, John L. Moore, Administrator of General Services[image: External link], certiﬁed that the amendment had been adopted by the requisite number of States and had become a part of the Constitution.

The amendment was rejected by Arkansas on January 24, 1961.[12] Nine states took no action on the amendment: Florida, Kentucky, Mississippi, Georgia, South Carolina, Louisiana, Texas, North Carolina, and Virginia.
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 Political impact




See also: District of Columbia Voting Rights Amendment and District of Columbia home rule


While perceived as politically neutral and only somewhat liberal-leaning at the time of passage in 1961, the District swung dramatically toward the Democratic Party in the years after passage. African-Americans voted in greater numbers than they had in the 1940s and 1950s with the clearing away of restrictions on the vote, and their share of the District electorate increased - according to the 1970 census[image: External link], 71% of the Federal District was black, a dramatic jump.[7] Accordingly, the District has sent its 3 electoral votes to the Democratic candidate in every single presidential election since 1964, including the 1984 landslide re-election of President Reagan[image: External link], where only the District of Columbia and Minnesota voted for Democratic candidate Walter Mondale[image: External link]. The District's electoral votes have yet to prove decisive in a presidential election. The smallest Electoral College majority won by a Democratic president since the Twenty-third Amendment's ratification was the 56 vote majority achieved by Jimmy Carter[image: External link] in 1976[image: External link].

Unaddressed by the Twenty-third Amendment were the parallel issues of congressional representation and "home rule" for the district. On December 24, 1973, Congress[image: External link] approved the District of Columbia Home Rule Act, which established an elected office of mayor[image: External link] and a 13-member elected council for the district.[13] These officials were empowered to pass laws and enact administrative policies for the District, though Congress retained veto power, if they chose to intervene. On March 23, 1971, President Nixon signed the District of Columbia Delegate Act[image: External link] which authorized voters in the District to elect one non-voting delegate[image: External link] to represent them in the House of Representatives.[14] On August 22, 1978, Congress[image: External link] submitted the District of Columbia Voting Rights Amendment to the states for ratification[image: External link].[15][16] This sweeping proposal would have granted the District of Columbia full representation in the United States Congress as if it were a state, repealed the Twenty-third Amendment and granted the District full representation in the Electoral College plus participation in the process by which the Constitution is amended as if it were a state.[17] The amendment failed to become part of the Constitution, however, as it was not ratified by the required number of states (38) prior to its August 22, 1985 ratification deadline.[17] The campaign for the proposed amendment ran into much fiercer conservative opposition due to the open and obvious fact that by 1978 the proposed amendment would have practically guaranteed two Democratic Senators for some time; the amendment was criticized on various other grounds as well, and was not ratified even from several more "liberal" states.[18]
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	District of Columbia statehood movement

	District of Columbia voting rights

	District of Columbia retrocession

	Political party strength in Washington, D.C.[image: External link]
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History of Washington, D.C.






The history of Washington, D.C., is tied to its role as the capital of the United States. Originally inhabited by an Algonquian-speaking people known as the Nacotchtank, the site of the District of Columbia along the Potomac River was first selected by President George Washington. The city came under attack during the War of 1812 in an episode known as the Burning of Washington. Upon the government's return to the capital, it had to manage reconstruction of numerous public buildings, including the White House and the United States Capitol. The McMillan Plan of 1901 helped restore and beautify the downtown core area, including establishing the National Mall, along with numerous monuments and museums.

Unique among cities with a high percentage of African Americans[image: External link], Washington has had a significant black population since the city's creation. As a result, Washington became both a center of African American culture[image: External link] and a center of Civil Rights Movement. Since the city government was run by the U.S. federal government, black and white[image: External link] school teachers were paid at an equal scale as workers for the federal government. It was not until the administration of Woodrow Wilson[image: External link], a southern Democrat[image: External link] who had numerous southerners in his cabinet[image: External link], that federal offices and workplaces were segregated, starting in 1913.[1] This situation persisted for decades: the city was racially segregated[image: External link] in certain facilities until the 1950s.

Today, D.C. is marked by contrasts. Neighborhoods on the eastern periphery of the central city, and east of the Anacostia River tend to be disproportionately lower-income. Following World War II, many middle-income whites moved out of the city's central and eastern sections to newer, affordable suburban housing, with commuting eased by highway construction. The assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr.[image: External link] in 1968 sparked major riots in chiefly African American neighborhoods[image: External link] east of Rock Creek Park. Large sections of the central city remained blighted for decades. By contrast, areas west of the Park, including virtually the entire portion of the District between the Georgetown and Chevy Chase neighborhoods (the latter of which spills into neighboring Chevy Chase, Maryland), contain some of the nation's most affluent and notable neighborhoods. During the early 20th century, the U Street Corridor served as an important center for African American culture in DC. The Washington Metro[image: External link] opened in 1976. A rising economy and gentrification in the late 1990s and early 2000s led to revitalization of many downtown neighborhoods[image: External link].

Article One, Section 8[image: External link], of the United States Constitution places the District (which is not a state) under the exclusive legislation of Congress. Throughout its history, Washington, D.C. residents have therefore lacked voting representation in Congress. The Twenty-third Amendment to the United States Constitution, ratified in 1961, gave the District representation in the Electoral College[image: External link]. The 1973 District of Columbia Home Rule Act provided the local government more control of affairs, including direct election of the city council and mayor[image: External link].
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 Early settlement




Archaeological evidence indicates Native Americans[image: External link] settled in the area at least 4,000 years ago, around the Anacostia River.[2] Early European exploration of the region took place early in the 17th century, including explorations by Captain John Smith[image: External link] in 1608.[3] At the time, the Patawomeck[image: External link] (loosely affiliated with the Powhatan[image: External link]) and the Doeg[image: External link] lived on the Virginia[image: External link] side, as well as on Theodore Roosevelt Island, while the Piscataway[image: External link] (also known as Conoy) tribe of Algonquians resided on the Maryland side.[4] Native inhabitants within the present-day District of Columbia included the Nacotchtank, at Anacostia, who were affiliated with the Conoy.[5] Another village was located between Little Falls and Georgetown,[4] and English fur trader Henry Fleet documented a Nacotchtank village called Tohoga on the site of present-day Georgetown.[6]

The first colonial landowners in the present-day District of Columbia were George Thompson and Thomas Gerrard, who were granted the Blue Plains[image: External link] tract in 1662, along with Saint Elizabeth, and other tracts in Anacostia, Capitol Hill, and other areas down to the Potomac River in the following years. Thompson sold his Capitol Hill properties in 1670, including Duddington Manor, to Thomas Notley; The Duddington property was handed down over the generations to Daniel Carroll[image: External link], of Duddington.[7] As European settlers arrived, they clashed with the Native Americans over grazing rights. In 1697, Maryland[image: External link] authorities built a fort within what is now the District of Columbia. In that same year, the Conoy relocated to the west, near what is now The Plains, Virginia[image: External link], and in 1699 they moved again, to Conoy Island near Point of Rocks, Maryland.[8][9]

Georgetown was established in 1751 when the Maryland legislature purchased sixty acres of land for the town from George Gordon[image: External link] and George Beall[image: External link] at the price of £280,[10] while Alexandria, Virginia was founded in 1749. Situated on the fall line[image: External link], Georgetown was the farthest point upstream to which oceangoing boats could navigate the Potomac River. The strong flow of the Potomac kept a navigable channel clear year-round; and, the daily tidal lift of the Chesapeake Bay[image: External link], raised the Potomac's elevation in its lower reach; such that fully laden ocean-going ships could navigate easily, all the way to the Bay. Gordon had constructed a tobacco inspection house along the Potomac in approximately 1745. Warehouses, wharves, and other buildings were added, and the settlement rapidly grew. The Old Stone House, located in Georgetown, was built in 1765 and is the oldest standing building in the District. It did not take long before Georgetown grew into a thriving port, facilitating trade and shipments of tobacco and other goods from colonial Maryland.[11] With the economic and population growth of Georgetown came also the founding of Georgetown University in 1789, at its founding drawing students from as far away as the West Indies[image: External link].[12]
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 Founding
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 Establishment




The United States capital was originally located in Philadelphia, beginning with the First and Second Continental Congress, followed by the Congress of the Confederation upon gaining independence. In June 1783, a mob of angry soldiers converged upon Independence Hall[image: External link] to demand payment for their service during the American Revolutionary War. Congress requested that John Dickinson[image: External link], the governor of Pennsylvania[image: External link], call up the militia[image: External link] to defend Congress from attacks by the protesters. In what became known as the Pennsylvania Mutiny of 1783, Dickinson sympathized with the protesters and refused to remove them from Philadelphia. As a result, Congress was forced to flee to Princeton, New Jersey on June 21, 1783.[13]

Dickinson's failure to protect the institutions of the national government was discussed at the Philadelphia Convention[image: External link] in 1787[citation needed[image: External link]]. The delegates therefore agreed in Article One, Section 8, of the United States Constitution to give the Congress the power:


To exercise exclusive Legislation in all Cases whatsoever, over such District (not exceeding ten Miles square) as may, by Cession of Particular States, and the Acceptance of Congress, become the Seat of the Government of the United States, and to exercise like Authority over all Places purchased by the Consent of the Legislature of the State in which the Same shall be, for the Erection of Forts, Magazines, Arsenals, dock-Yards and other needful Buildings;[14]



James Madison, writing in Federalist No. 43, also argued that the national capital needed to be distinct from the states, in order to provide for its own maintenance and safety.[15] The Constitution, however, does not select a specific site for the location of the new District. Proposals from the legislatures of Maryland, New Jersey, New York, and Virginia all offered territory for the location of the national capital. Northern states preferred a capital located in one of the nation's prominent cities, unsurprisingly, almost all of which were in the north. Conversely, Southern states preferred that the capital be located closer to their agricultural and slave-holding interests.[16] The selection of the area around the Potomac River, which was the boundary between Maryland and Virginia, both slave states, was agreed upon between James Madison, Thomas Jefferson, and Alexander Hamilton. Hamilton had a proposal for the new federal government to take over debts accrued by the states during the Revolutionary War. However, by 1790, Southern states had largely repaid their overseas debts. Hamilton's proposal would require Southern states to assume a share of Northern debt. Jefferson and Madison agreed to this proposal and in return secured a Southern location for the federal capital.[17]

On December 23, 1788, the Maryland General Assembly[image: External link] passed an act, allowing it to cede land for the federal district. The Virginia General Assembly followed suit on December 3, 1789.[18] The signing of the federal Residence Act on July 6, 1790, mandated that the site for the permanent seat of government, "not exceeding ten miles square" (100 square miles), be located on the "river Potomack, at some place between the mouths of the Eastern-Branch and Connogochegue".[19][20] The "Eastern-Branch" is known today as the Anacostia River. The Connogocheque (Conococheague Creek[image: External link]) empties into the Potomac River upstream near Williamsport[image: External link] and Hagerstown, Maryland[image: External link]. The Residence Act limited to the Maryland side of the Potomac River the location of land that commissioners appointed by the President could acquire for federal use.[19]

The Residence Act authorized the President to select the actual location of the site.[19] However, President George Washington wished to include the town of Alexandria, Virginia within the federal district. To accomplish this, the boundaries of the federal district would need to encompass an area on the Potomac that was downstream of the mouth of the Eastern Branch.

The U.S. Congress amended the Residence Act in 1791 to permit Alexandria's inclusion in the federal district. However, some members of Congress had recognized that Washington and his family owned property in and near Alexandria, which was just seven miles (11 km) upstream from Mount Vernon, Washington's home and plantation. The amendment therefore contained a provision that prohibited the "erection of the public buildings otherwise than on the Maryland side of the river Potomac".[21][22]

The final site was just below the fall line[image: External link] on the Potomac, the furthest inland point navigable by boats (see: Atlantic Seaboard fall line). It included the ports of Georgetown and Alexandria. The process of establishing the federal district, however, faced other challenges in the form of strong objections from landowners such as David Burns who owned a large, 650-acre (260 ha) tract of land in the heart of the district.[21] On March 30, 1791, Burns and eighteen other key landowners relented and signed an agreement with Washington, where they would be compensated for any land taken for public use, half of remaining land would be distributed among the proprietors[image: External link], and the other half to the public.[21]

Pursuant to the Residence Act, President Washington appointed three commissioners (Thomas Johnson[image: External link], Daniel Carroll[image: External link], and David Stuart[image: External link]) in 1791 to supervise the planning, design and acquisition of property in the federal district and capital city.[18] In September 1791, the three commissioners agreed to name the federal district as "The Territory of Columbia," and the federal city as the "City of Washington."[23][24]

On March 30, 1791, Washington issued a presidential proclamation that established "Jones's point[image: External link], the upper cape[image: External link] of Hunting Creek[image: External link] in Virginia" as the starting point for the federal district's boundary survey. The proclamation also described the method by which the survey should determine the district's boundaries.[25] Working under the general supervision of the three commissioners and at the direction of President Washington, Major Andrew Ellicott, assisted by his brothers Benjamin[image: External link] and Joseph Ellicott[image: External link], Isaac Roberdeau, Isaac Briggs[image: External link], George Fenwick, and an African American astronomer, Benjamin Banneker, then proceeded to survey the borders of the Territory of Columbia with Virginia and Maryland during 1791 and 1792.[26]

The survey team enclosed within a square an area containing the full 100 square miles (260 km2) that the Residence Act had authorized. Each side of the square was 10 miles (16 km) long. The axes[image: External link] between the corners of the square ran north–south and east–west.[27] The center of the square is within the grounds of the Organization of American States headquarters west of the Ellipse.[28]

The survey team placed sandstone[image: External link] boundary markers[image: External link] at or near every mile point along the sides of the square. Many of these markers still remain. The south cornerstone is at Jones Point.[29] The west cornerstone is at the west corner of Arlington County, Virginia.[30] The north cornerstone is south of East-West Highway near Silver Spring, Maryland, west of 16th Street.[31] The east cornerstone is east of the intersection of Southern Avenue[image: External link] and Eastern Avenue[image: External link] (see: Boundary Markers of the Original District of Columbia).[32]
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 Plan of the City of Washington




Further information: Streets and highways of Washington, D.C. and L'Enfant Plan


In early 1791, President Washington appointed Pierre (Peter) Charles L'Enfant to devise a plan for the new city in an area of land at the center of the federal territory that lay between the northeast shore of the Potomac River and the northwest shore of the Potomac's Eastern Branch.[33][35] L'Enfant then designed in his "Plan of the city intended for the permanent seat of the government of the United States..." the city's first layout, a grid centered on the United States Capitol, which would stand at the top of a hill (Jenkins Hill) on a longitude[image: External link] designated as 0,0°[image: External link]. The grid filled an area bounded by the Potomac River, the Eastern Branch (now named the Anacostia River), the base of an escarpment[image: External link] at the Atlantic Seaboard Fall Line[image: External link] along which a street (initially Boundary Street, now Florida Avenue) would later travel, and Rock Creek.[33][35][36][37][38]

North-south and east-west streets formed the grid. Wider diagonal "grand avenues" later named after the states of the union crossed the grid. Where these "grand avenues" crossed each other, L'Enfant placed open spaces in circles[image: External link] and plazas that were later named after notable Americans.

L'Enfant's broadest "grand avenue" was a 400-foot-wide (122 m) garden-lined esplanade[image: External link], which he expected to travel for about 1 mile (1.6 km) along an east–west axis in the center of an area that the National Mall now occupies.[33][35] A narrower avenue (Pennsylvania Avenue) connected the "Congress house" (the Capitol) with the "President's house" (the White House).[33][35] In time, Pennsylvania Avenue developed into the capital city's present "grand avenue".

L'Enfant's plan included a system of canals[image: External link], one of which would travel near the western side of the Capitol at the base of Jenkins Hill.[33][35] To be filled in part by the waters of Tiber Creek, the canal system would traverse the center of the city and would enter both the Potomac River and the Eastern Branch.

On June 22, L'Enfant presented his first plan for the federal city to President.[39][40][41] On August 19, he appended a new map to a letter that he sent to the President.[40][42]

President Washington retained one of L'Enfant's plans, showed it to Congress, and later gave it to the three Commissioners.[43] The U.S. Library of Congress now holds both the plan that Washington apparently gave to the Commissioners and an undated anonymous survey map that the Library considers L'Enfant to have drawn before August 19, 1791.[43][44] The survey map may be one that L'Enfant appended to his August 19 letter to the President.[45]

L'Enfant subsequently entered into a number of conflicts with the three commissioners and others involved in the enterprise. During a contentious period in February 1792, Andrew Ellicott, who had been conducting the original boundary survey of the future District of Columbia (see: Boundary Stones (District of Columbia)) and the survey of the federal city under the direction of the Commissioners, informed the Commissioners that L'Enfant had not been able to have the city plan engraved and had refused to provide him with the original plan (of which L'Enfant had prepared several versions).[46][47][48][49]

Ellicott, with the aid of his brother, Benjamin Ellicott, then revised the plan, despite L'Enfant's protests.[46][47][48][50] Some of Ellicott's revisions, such as the straightening of the longer avenues, created minor changes to the city's layout, including the removal of Square No. 15[image: External link] from L'Enfant's original plan.

Ellicott stated in his letters that, although he was refused the original plan, he was familiar with L'Enfant's system and had many notes of the surveys that he had made himself. It is therefore possible that Ellicott recreated the plan.[51]

Shortly thereafter, Washington dismissed L'Enfant. Ellicott gave the first version of his own plan to James Thakara and John Vallance of Philadelphia, who engraved, printed and published it. This version, printed in March 1792, was the first Washington city plan that received wide circulation.[52]

After L'Enfant departed, Ellicott continued the city survey in accordance with his revised plan, several larger and more detailed versions of which were also engraved, published and distributed. As a result, Ellicott's revisions became the basis for the capital city's future development.[46][47][53][54][55][56]

In 1800, the seat of government was finally moved to the new city, and on February 27, 1801, the District of Columbia Organic Act of 1801 placed the District under the jurisdiction of Congress. The act also organized the unincorporated territory within the District into two counties: the County of Washington on the northeast bank of the Potomac, and the County of Alexandria on the southwest bank. On May 3, 1802, the City of Washington was granted a municipal government consisting of a mayor appointed by the President of the United States.
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 19th century
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 Economic development




The District of Columbia relied on Congress for support for capital improvements and economic development[image: External link] initiatives.[57] However, Congress lacked loyalty to the city's residents and was reluctant to provide support.[57] Congress did provide funding for the Washington City Canal in 1809, after earlier private financing efforts were unsuccessful. Construction began in 1810 and the canal opened in late 1815, connecting the Anacostia River with Tiber Creek.[58]

Construction of the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal (C&O) began in Georgetown in 1828. Construction westward through Maryland proceeded slowly. The first section, from Georgetown to Seneca, Maryland[image: External link], opened in 1831.[59] In 1833 an extension was built from Georgetown eastward, connecting to the City Canal. The C&O reached Cumberland, Maryland[image: External link] in 1850, although by that time it was obsolete as the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad[image: External link] (B&O) had arrived in Cumberland in 1842.[60]:1 The canal had financial problems, and plans for further construction to reach the Ohio River were abandoned.[61]:7
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 War of 1812




During the War of 1812, British forces conducted an expedition between August 19 and 29, 1814, that took and burned the capital city. On August 24, the British routed an American militia, which had gathered at Bladensburg, Maryland[image: External link] to protect the capital (see Battle of Bladensburg[image: External link]). The militia then abandoned Washington without a fight. President James Madison and the remainder of the U.S. government fled the capital shortly before the British arrived.

The British then entered and burned the capital during the most notably destructive raid of the war. British troops set fire to the capital's most important public buildings, including the Presidential Mansion (the White House), the United States Capitol, the Arsenal, the Navy Yard, the Treasury Building, and the War Office, as well as the north end of the Long Bridge[image: External link], which crossed the Potomac River into Virginia. The British, however, spared the Patent Office[image: External link] and the Marine Barracks. Dolley Madison[image: External link], the first lady[image: External link], or perhaps members of the house staff, rescued the Lansdowne Portrait, a full-length painting of George Washington by Gilbert Stuart[image: External link] as the British approached the Mansion.[62]
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 Railroads arrive in Washington




The B&O[image: External link] opened a rail[image: External link] line from Baltimore to Washington in 1835.[63]:157 Passenger traffic on the Washington Branch[image: External link] had increased by the 1850s, as the company opened a large station[image: External link] in 1851 on New Jersey Avenue NW, just north of the Capitol.[64]:92 Further railroad development continued after the Civil War, with a new B&O line (the Metropolitan Branch[image: External link]) connecting Washington to the west, and the introduction of competition from the Baltimore and Potomac Railroad[image: External link] in the 1870s. In 1907, Union Station[image: External link] opened as the city's central terminal.[64]:227
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 Retrocession




Main article: District of Columbia retrocession


Almost immediately after the "Federal City" was laid out north of the Potomac, some residents south of the Potomac in Alexandria County, D.C., began petitioning to be returned to Virginia's jurisdiction. Over time, a larger movement grew to separate Alexandria from the District for several reasons:


	Alexandria's economy had stagnated as competition with the port of Georgetown, D.C., had begun to favor the north side of the Potomac, where most members of Congress and local federal officials resided.

	The Residence Act prohibited federal offices from locating in Virginia.

	Alexandria was a center for slave trading. There was increasing talk of abolition of slavery in the national capital. Alexandria's economy would suffer if slavery were outlawed in the District of Columbia.

	There was an active abolition movement in Virginia, and the pro-slavery forces held a slim majority in the Virginia General Assembly. (Eighteen years later, in the Civil War, the most anti-slavery counties would secede from Virginia to form West Virginia.) If Alexandria and Alexandria County were retroceded to Virginia, they would provide two new pro-slavery representatives.

	The Alexandria Canal[image: External link], which connected the C&O Canal to Alexandria, needed repairs, which the federal government was reluctant to fund.

	Alexandria's residents had lost representation and the right to vote at any level of government.



After a referendum, Alexandria County's citizens petitioned Congress and Virginia to return the area to Virginia. By an act of Congress on July 9, 1846, and with the approval of the Virginia General Assembly, the area south of the Potomac (39 square miles; 101 km²) was returned, or "retroceded," to Virginia effective in 1847.[65]

The retroceded land was then known as Alexandria County, Virginia[image: External link], and now includes a portion of the independent city of Alexandria and all of Arlington County, the successor to Alexandria County. A large portion of the retroceded land near the river was an estate of George Washington Parke Custis, who had supported the retrocession and helped develop the charter in the Virginia General Assembly for the County of Alexandria, Virginia. The estate (Arlington Plantation) would be passed on to his daughter (the wife of Robert E. Lee[image: External link]), and would eventually become Arlington National Cemetery[image: External link].

See also: Alexandria County, D.C.
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 Civil War era




Main article: Washington, D.C., in the American Civil War


A portion of the Washington Aqueduct opened in 1859, providing drinking water to city residents and reducing their dependence on well water. The aqueduct, which was built by the US Army Corps of Engineers[image: External link], opened for full operation in 1864, using the Potomac River as its source.[66]

Washington remained a small city of a few thousand residents, virtually deserted during the summertime, until the outbreak of the Civil War in 1861. President Abraham Lincoln created the Army of the Potomac[image: External link] to defend the federal capital, and thousands of soldiers came to the area. The significant expansion of the federal government to administer the war—and its legacies, such as veterans' pensions—led to notable growth in the city's population – from 75,000 in 1860 to 132,000 in 1870.

Slavery[image: External link] was abolished throughout the District on April 16, 1862 – eight months before Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation—with the passage of the Compensated Emancipation Act.[67] The city became a popular place for freed slaves to congregate.

Throughout the war, the city was defended by a ring of military forts that mostly deterred the Confederate army[image: External link] from attacking. One notable exception was the Battle of Fort Stevens[image: External link] in July 1864 in which Union soldiers repelled troops under the command of Confederate General Jubal A. Early[image: External link]. This battle was only the second time that a U.S. President came under enemy fire during wartime when Lincoln visited the fort to observe the fighting.[68] (The first had been James Madison during the War of 1812.) Meanwhile, over 20,000 sick and injured Union soldiers were treated in an array of permanent and temporary hospitals in the capital.

On April 14, 1865, just days after the end of the war, Lincoln was shot in Ford's Theatre by John Wilkes Booth[image: External link] during the play Our American Cousin. The next morning, at 7:22 am, President Lincoln died in the house across the street, the first American president to be assassinated. Secretary of War Edwin M. Stanton[image: External link] said, "Now he belongs to the ages."
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 Post-Civil War era




By 1870, the District's population had grown 75% from the previous census to nearly 132,000 residents.[69] Despite the city's growth, Washington still had dirt roads and lacked basic sanitation. The situation was so bad that some members of Congress suggested moving the capital further west, but President Ulysses S. Grant refused to consider such a proposal.[70]

In response to the poor conditions in the capital, Congress passed the Organic Act of 1871, which revoked the individual charters of the cities of Washington and Georgetown, and created a new territorial government for the whole District of Columbia.[71] The act provided for a governor appointed by the President, a legislative assembly with an upper-house composed of eleven appointed council members and a 22-member house of delegates elected by residents of the District, as well as an appointed Board of Public Works charged with modernizing the city.[72]

President Grant appointed Alexander Robey Shepherd, an influential member of the Board of Public Works, to the post of governor in 1873. Shepherd authorized large-scale municipal projects, which greatly modernized Washington. However, the governor spent three times the money that had been budgeted for capital improvements and ultimately bankrupted the city.[73] In 1874, Congress abolished the District's territorial government and replaced it with a three-member Board of Commissioners appointed by the President, of which one was a representative from the United States Army Corps of Engineers. The three Commissioners would then elect one of themselves to be president of the commission.[74]

An additional act of Congress in 1878 made the three-member Board of Commissioners the permanent government of the District of Columbia. The act also had the effect of eliminating any remaining local institutions such as the boards on schools, health, and police.[75] The Commissioners would maintain this form of direct rule for nearly a century.[76]

The first motorized streetcars in the District began service in 1888 and spurred growth in areas beyond the City of Washington's original boundaries.[77] In 1888, Congress required that all new developments within the District conform to the layout of the City of Washington.[78] The City of Washington's northern border of Boundary Street was renamed Florida Avenue in 1890, reflecting growth of suburban areas in the County of Washington.[77] The city's streets were extended throughout the District starting in 1893.[78] An additional law passed in 1895 mandated that Washington formally absorb Georgetown, which until then had maintained a nominal separate identity, and renamed its streets.[79] With a consolidated government and the transformation of suburban areas within the District into urban neighborhoods, the entire city eventually took on the name Washington, D.C.[77]

In the early 1880s, the Washington City Canal was covered over. Originally an expansion of Tiber Creek, the canal connected the Capitol with the Potomac, running along the north side of the Mall where Constitution Avenue is today. However, as the nation transitioned over to railroads for its transport, the canal had become nothing more than a stagnant sewer, and so it was removed.[58]

Some reminders of the canal still exist. South of the Capitol, a road named Canal Street connects Independence Avenue[image: External link], SW[image: External link], and E Street, SE[image: External link] (although the northernmost section of the street was renamed Washington Avenue to commemorate the state of Washington[image: External link]).[80] A lock keeper's house built in 1835 at the eastern terminal of the C&O Canal (where the C&O emptied into Tiber Creek and the Potomac River) remains at the southwest corner of Constitution Avenue, NW[image: External link], (formerly B Street, NW) and 17th Street, NW.[81] The western end of the City Canal emptied into the Potomac and connected with the C&O Canal near the lock keeper's house.[82][83]

One of the most important Washington architects of this period was the German immigrant Adolf Cluss[image: External link].[84] From the 1860s to the 1890s, he constructed over 80 public and private buildings throughout the city, including the National Museum, the Agriculture Department, Sumner and Franklin schools.

The Washington Monument, a tribute to George Washington and the world's tallest stone structure, was completed in 1884.[85]
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 20th century




In 1901, the Senate Park Improvement Commission of the District of Columbia (the "McMillan Commission"), which Congress had formed the previous year, formulated the McMillan Plan, an architectural plan[image: External link] for the redevelopment of the National Mall.[86] The commission was inspired by L'Enfant's 1791 plan for the city, which had not been fully realized. The members of the commission also sought to emulate the grandeur of European capitals such as Paris, London[image: External link], and Rome. They were also strongly influenced by the City Beautiful movement, a Progressive[image: External link] ideology that intended to build civic virtue in the poor through important, monumental architecture. Several of the Commission members, including Daniel Burnham[image: External link] and Frederick Law Olmsted, Jr.[image: External link] had in fact participated in the 1893 World Columbian Exposition[image: External link], which was widely popular and helped to spread interest in the City Beautiful movement.

The McMillan Plan in many respects was an early form of urban renewal that removed many of the slums that surrounded the Capitol, replacing them with new public monuments and government buildings. The Plan proposed a redesign of the National Mall and the construction of the future Burnham-designed Union Station[image: External link]. World War I[image: External link] interrupted the execution of the Plan, but construction of the Lincoln Memorial in 1922 largely completed it.

Although the McMillan Plan resulted in the demolition of some slums in the Federal Triangle[image: External link] area, substandard housing was a much larger problem in the city during the early 1900s, with large portions of the population living in so-called "alley dwellings."[87] Progressive efforts eventually led to the creation of the Alley Dwelling Authority[image: External link] in 1934. The agency, led by John Ihlder[image: External link], was an early example of a public housing agency[image: External link], and was responsible for demolishing slum housing and building new units that were affordable, modern, and sanitary.

During his first administration (which started in 1913), President Woodrow Wilson[image: External link] introduced segregation[image: External link] into several federal departments, for the first time since 1863. He supported some cabinet appointees in their request for segregation of employees and creation of separate lunchrooms and restrooms. He was highly criticized for this, especially as he had attracted numerous votes from blacks. The policy held for decades.[88]

One advantage of federal rule over the District of Columbia was that the public school teachers were considered federal workers. Although the schools were segregated, black and white teachers were paid on an equal scale. The system attracted highly qualified teachers, especially for the M Street School (later called Dunbar High School[image: External link]), the academic high school for African Americans.[89]

In July 1919, whites, including uniformed sailors and soldiers, attacked blacks in Washington during Red Summer[image: External link], when violence broke out in cities across the country. The catalyst in Washington was the rumored arrest of a black man for rape; in four days of mob violence, white men randomly beat black people on the street, and pulled others off streetcars for attacks. When police refused to intervene, the black population fought back. Troops tried to restore order as the city closed saloons and theaters, but a summer rainstorm had a more dampening effect. A total of 15 people were killed: 10 whites, including two police officers; and five blacks. Fifty people were seriously wounded and another 100 less severely wounded.[90] The NAACP[image: External link] protested to President Wilson.[91]

In 1922, Washington was hit by its deadliest natural disaster when the Knickerbocker Storm[image: External link] dumped 18 inches (46 cm) of snow, causing the roof to collapse at the Knickerbocker Theater[image: External link], a silent movie[image: External link] house. Ninety-eight people were killed, including a U.S. Congressman; 133 were injured.

On July 28, 1932, President Herbert Hoover[image: External link] ordered the United States Army[image: External link] to forcibly evict the "Bonus Army[image: External link]" of World War I[image: External link] veterans who gathered in Washington, D.C., to secure promised veterans' benefits early. U.S. troops dispersed the last of the "Bonus Army" the next day.

During the Great Depression of the 1930s, the city's population grew rapidly with the creation of additional Federal agencies under the New Deal programs of President Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link], during which most of the Federal Triangle buildings were constructed. World War II brought further population increases and a significant housing shortage, as existing residents were urged to rent rooms to the influx of Federal staffers who arrived from throughout the country. During the war, as many as 200,000 railroad passengers passed through Union Station in a single day.[92] The Pentagon was built in nearby Arlington to efficiently consolidate Federal defense offices under one roof. One of the largest office buildings in the world, it was built rapidly during the early years of the war, partially opening in 1942, and complete in 1943.[93]
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 Civil rights




President Harry Truman[image: External link] ended de jure racial discrimination in the Armed Forces[image: External link] and federal workplaces in 1948. Parks and recreation facilities in Washington remained segregated[image: External link] until 1954. Public schools were desegregated soon after.[94]

When the city's Board of Education began building the John Phillip Sousa Junior High[image: External link], a group of parents from the Anacostia neighborhood petitioned to have the school admit black and white students. When it was constructed, the board declared that only whites could enroll. The parents sued in a case decided in the landmark Supreme Court ruling Bolling v. Sharpe[image: External link]. Partly due to the District's unique status under the Constitution[image: External link], the court decided unanimously that all of D.C.'s public schools had to be integrated. In the wake of this and the landmark 1954 Supreme Court case Brown v. Board of Education[image: External link], the Eisenhower administration[image: External link] decided to make D.C. schools the first to integrate, as an example to the rest of the nation.

In 1957, Washington became the first major city in the nation with a majority African-American population.[95] Like many cities, it had received thousands of black people from the South in the Great Migration[image: External link], starting during World War I and accelerating in the 1940s and 1950s. With the buildup of government and defense industries during World War II, many new residents found jobs. In the postwar years, whites who were better established economically began to move to newer housing in adjoining states in the suburbanization movement that occurred around most major cities. They were aided by the extensive highway construction undertaken by federal and state governments.

On August 28, 1963, Washington took center stage in the Civil Rights Movement, with the March on Washington and Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.[image: External link]'s famed "I Have a Dream[image: External link]" speech at the Lincoln Memorial. Following the assassination of King on April 4, 1968, in Memphis, Washington was devastated by the riots that broke out in the U Street neighborhood and spread to other black areas, including Columbia Heights. The civil unrest drove many whites and middle-class blacks to move out of the city core. There had already been a steady movement of some residents to suburban locations in the search for newer housing and to avoid school integration. In the late 1960s and early 1970s, many businesses left the downtown and inner city areas, drawn to suburban malls and following residential development. Marks of riots scarred some neighborhoods into the late 1990s.
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 Home rule




Main article: District of Columbia home rule


The District elects a delegate to the House of Representatives, who has the usual rights of membership, such as seniority and committee membership, except there is no formal vote. The Twenty-third Amendment to the United States Constitution, ratified on March 29, 1961, gives the people a voice in the electoral college of the size of the smallest state (three votes).

In 1973, Congress passed the District of Columbia Home Rule Act, ceding some of its power over the city to a new, directly elected city council and mayor. Walter Washington became the first elected mayor of Washington, D.C.

The first 4.6 miles (7.4 km) of the Washington Metro[image: External link] subway system opened on March 27, 1976, following years of acrimonious battles with Congress over funding and highway construction, including a rejected proposal to build a north-central freeway. The Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority had been created in 1973 through a merger of several local bus companies. Several new Metro stations such as Friendship Heights, Van Ness[image: External link], Gallery Place[image: External link], Columbia Heights[image: External link], U Street, and Navy Yard – Ballpark[image: External link] eventually became catalysts for commercial development. The Kennedy Center[image: External link] opened, as well as several new museums and historic monuments on and around the National Mall.

In 1978, Congress sent the District of Columbia Voting Rights Amendment to the states for ratification. This amendment would have granted the District representation in the House, Senate, and Electoral College as if it were a state. The proposed amendment had a seven-year limit for ratification, and only sixteen states ratified it in this period.

The city's local government, particularly during the mayoralty of Marion Barry, was criticized for mismanagement and waste.[96] Barry defeated incumbent mayor Walter Washington in the 1978 Democratic Party primary. Barry was then elected mayor, serving three successive four-year terms. During his administration in 1989, The Washington Monthly magazine claimed that the District had "the worst city government in America".[97] After being imprisoned for six months on misdemeanor drug charges in 1990, Barry did not run for reelection.[98] In 1991, Sharon Pratt Kelly[image: External link] became the first black woman to lead a major U.S. city.[99]

Barry was elected again in 1994 and by the next year the city had become nearly insolvent.[98] In 1995, Congress created the District of Columbia Financial Control Board to oversee all municipal spending and rehabilitate the city government.[100] Mayor Anthony Williams won election in 1998. His administration oversaw a period of greater prosperity, urban renewal, and budget surpluses.[101] The District regained control over its finances in 2001 and the oversight board's operations were suspended in September of that year.[102]

Williams did not seek reelection in 2006. Council member Adrian Fenty[image: External link] defeated Council Chairwoman Linda Cropp[image: External link] in that year's Democratic primary race to succeed Williams as mayor and started his term in 2007. Shortly upon taking office, Fenty won approval from the city council to directly manage and overhaul the city's under-performing public school system.[103] However, Fenty lost a Democratic Party primary to former Council Chair Vincent Gray[image: External link] in August 2010. Mayor Gray won the general election and assumed office in January 2011 with a pledge to bring economic opportunities to more of the city's residents and under-served areas.[104]
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 21st century




On September 16, 2013, the Washington Navy Yard shooting[image: External link] occurred when lone gunman Aaron Alexis fatally shot twelve people and injured three others in a mass shooting[image: External link] at the headquarters of the Naval Sea Systems Command[image: External link] (NAVSEA) inside the Washington Navy Yard in the Southeast quadrant of the city.[105][106][107] The attack, which took place in the Navy Yard's Building 197, began around 8:20 a.m. EDT and ended when Alexis was killed by police around 9:20 a.m. EDT. It was the second-deadliest mass murder on a U.S. military base, behind only the Fort Hood shooting[image: External link] in November 2009.
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 Terrorism and security




The Washington area was a main target of the September 11, 2001 attacks[image: External link]. American Airlines Flight 77[image: External link] was hijacked[image: External link] by five Islamic terrorists[image: External link] and flew into the Pentagon in Arlington County, Virginia, just across the Potomac River from Washington, killing 125 people inside the building, as well as 64 on board the airliner, including the five terrorists. United Airlines Flight 93[image: External link], which was also hijacked and which went down in an open field near Shanksville, Pennsylvania[image: External link], supposedly intended to target either the White House or the U.S. Capitol[image: External link].

Since September 11, 2001, a number of high-profile incidents and security scares have occurred in Washington. In October 2001, anthrax attacks[image: External link], involving anthrax[image: External link]-contaminated mail sent to numerous members of Congress, infected 31 staff members, and killed two U.S. Postal Service[image: External link] employees who handled the contaminated mail at the Brentwood[image: External link] sorting facility. An FBI and DOJ investigation determined the likely culprit of the anthrax attacks to be Bruce Edwards Ivins[image: External link], a scientist, but he committed suicide in July 2008 before formal charges were filed.[108]

During three weeks of October 2002, fear spread among residents of the Washington area, during the Beltway Sniper attacks[image: External link]. Ten apparently random victims were killed, with three others wounded, before John Allen Muhammad[image: External link] and Lee Boyd Malvo[image: External link] were arrested on October 24, 2002.

In 2003 and 2004, a serial arsonist set over 40 fires, mainly in the District and the close-in Maryland suburbs, with one fire killing an elderly woman. A local man was arrested in the serial arson case in April 2005 and pleaded guilty.

The toxin ricin[image: External link] was found in the mailroom of the White House in November 2003 and in the mailroom of U.S. Senate Majority Leader Bill Frist[image: External link] in February 2004.

After the September 11 attacks, security was increased in Washington. Screening devices for biological agents, metal detectors[image: External link], and vehicle barriers became more commonplace at office buildings as well as government buildings. After the 2004 Madrid train bombings[image: External link], local authorities decided to test explosives detectors on the vulnerable Washington Metro[image: External link] subway system.

When U.S. forces in Pakistan raided a house suspected of being a terrorist hideout, they found information several years old about planned attacks on Washington, D.C., New York City, and Newark, New Jersey. It was directed to intelligence officials. On August 1, 2004, the Secretary of Homeland Security[image: External link] put the city on Orange (High) Alert. A few days later, security checkpoints appeared in and around the Capitol Hill and Foggy Bottom neighborhoods, and fences were erected on monuments once freely accessible, such as the Capitol. Tours of the White House were limited to those arranged by members of Congress. Screening devices for biological agents, metal detectors[image: External link], and vehicle barriers became more common at office buildings as well as government buildings and in transportation facilities. This ultra-tight security was referred to as "Fortress Washington"; many people objected to "walling off Washington" based on information several years old. The vehicle inspections set up around the U.S. Capitol were removed in November 2004.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Statehood movement




Main article: District of Columbia statehood movement


See also: District of Columbia statehood referendum, 2016[image: External link]


On November 8, 2016, Washington voters were asked to advise the Council to approve or reject a proposal, which included advising the council to petition Congress to admit the District as the 51st State[image: External link] and to approve a constitution and boundaries for the new state. The voters of the District of Columbia voted overwhelmingly to advise the Council to approve the proposal, with 86% of voters voting to advise approving the proposal.[109] Challenges, including Republican opposition in Congress and constitutional issues, continue to cause problems for the movement.
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 Changing demographics




New migration patterns have appeared. Washington has a steadily declining black population, due to many African Americans' leaving the city for suburbs[image: External link]. At the same time, the city's Caucasian[image: External link] and Hispanic[image: External link] populations have steadily increased.[110] Since 2000 there has been a 7.3% decrease in the African-American population, and a 17.8% increase in the European-American population.[111] In addition, many African Americans are going to the South in a New Great Migration[image: External link], because of family ties, increased opportunities and lower cost of living.[112] They still are a majority in the city, comprising 51 percent of the population.
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 See also





	Historical outline of the District of Columbia[image: External link]

	List of incidents of political violence in Washington, D.C.[image: External link]

	List of protest marches on Washington, D.C.

	Reportedly haunted locations in Washington, D.C.[image: External link]

	Timeline of Washington, D.C.
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Further information: History of Washington, D.C.


The following is a timeline[image: External link] of the history of the city of Washington, D.C., USA.

This is a dynamic list[image: External link] and may never be able to satisfy particular standards for completeness. You can help by expanding it[image: External link] with reliably sourced[image: External link] entries.





TOP
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 18th century





	1752 - February: First survey of Georgetown completed.[1]


	1789 - Town of Georgetown, Maryland, chartered and incorporated.[2]


	1790 - July 16: Residence Act enacted, selecting a site along the Potomac River as the future location of the permanent seat of the federal government of the United States.[3]


	1791

	January 24: Federal District proclamation[image: External link] issued by President George Washington.[4]


	Team led by Andrew Ellicott begins survey of the future boundaries of the original District of Columbia.[5]


	
L'Enfant Plan for design of the City of Washington introduced.[6]


	September 9: Commissioners appointed by President Washington name the federal district as "The Territory of Columbia," and the federal city as the "City of Washington."[7]






	1792 - Construction of White House (presidential residence) begins.

	1794 - Tudor Place (residence) built in Georgetown.[8]


	1797 - "Bridge at Little Falls" crossing the Potomac River opens at the future site of Chain Bridge[image: External link].[8][9]


	1800

	Seat of Federal government of the United States relocated to Washington from Philadelphia.[5] President Adams moves into White House.[6]


	
United States Capitol building constructed.

	
Washington Navy Yard established.[8]


	
Population[image: External link]: 14,093.[8]
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 19th century
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 1800s-1850s





	1801

	February 24: US Congress establishes the District of Columbia (comprising Washington, Alexandria, and Alexandria County).[6]


	March 4: US president Jefferson[image: External link] inaugurated.[8]






	1802

	"City of Washington incorporated; mayor-council government established."[8]


	Jail built.[8]






	1806 - Public school opens.[8]


	1809 - May 20: Long Bridge[image: External link] crossing the Potomac River near 14th Street[image: External link] SW opens.[8][10]


	1814 - August 24: Burning of Washington by British forces.[11]


	1815 - Washington City Canal begins operating.[6]


	1816 - St. John's Episcopal Church, Lafayette Square[image: External link] built.[8]


	1818 - Central heating[image: External link] installed in the US Capitol[image: External link] building.[12]


	1835

	
Baltimore and Ohio Railroad[image: External link] begins operating.[13]


	Labor strike by federal navy yard workers.[14]






	1836 - December 15: 1836 U.S. Patent Office fire[image: External link].

	1840 - Population: 23,364 in city;[15] 43,712 in district.[6]


	1842 - United States Naval Observatory[image: External link] established.[11]


	1844 - Baltimore-Washington telegraph begins operating.[12]


	1846

	
District of Columbia retrocession of Alexandria and Alexandria County to Virginia.[6]


	National Smithsonian Institution established.[11]






	1848

	Cornerstone of the Washington Monument placed.[16]


	
Washington Gas Light[image: External link] Company established.[6]






	1850

	District of Columbia's stone for the Washington Monument dedicated.[17]


	Congress abolishes slave trade in the District of Columbia.[6]






	1855 - Smithsonian Institution Building (The Castle) completed.[18]
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 1860s-1890s




See also: Washington, D.C., in the American Civil War



	1860 - Population: 61,122.[15]


	1862 - Slavery abolished.[6]


	1863 - National Academy of Sciences[image: External link] headquartered in city.[5]


	1864 - July: Battle of Fort Stevens[image: External link].[6]


	1865 - April 14: Assassination of president Lincoln.[19]


	1867

	
Howard University founded.[20][21]


	"Blacks given right of suffrage."[4]






	1869

	National Convention[image: External link] of the Colored Men of America held in city.[22]


	
American Equal Rights Association[image: External link] meets in city.[4]






	1870

	
Children's Hospital established.[21]


	Population: 109,199.[15]






	1871

	
District of Columbia Organic Act of 1871 effected.[6]


	
Norton P. Chipman[image: External link] becomes delegate to the US House of Representatives from the District of Columbia[image: External link].





	1877 - Washington Post[image: External link] newspaper begins publication.[23]


	1878 - Telephone begins operating.[6]


	1880 - Population[image: External link]: 147,293 in city;[15] 177,624 in district.[6]


	1881

	February: Flood.[6]


	"Tiber Canal filled in to become Constitution Avenue."[24]


	
American National Red Cross[image: External link] headquartered in city.[21]






	1885 - Washington Monument dedicated.[11]


	1888 - Electric streetcar begins operating.[6]


	1889 - National Zoo opens.[6]


	1890

	
Rock Creek Park established.[6]


	
Population[image: External link]: 230,392.[15]






	1893 - American University founded.[21]


	1897 - American Negro Academy[image: External link] founded.[20]


	1899 - Height of Buildings Act of 1899 legislated.[6]


	1900 - Population[image: External link]: 278,718.[15]
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 20th century
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 1900s-1940s





	1902 - McMillan Plan for design of city introduced.[6]


	1906 - District Building[image: External link] (city hall) constructed.[6]


	1907

	
Union Station[image: External link] built.[8]


	
Washington National Cathedral construction begins. [1][image: External link]






	1910 - Population[image: External link]: 331,069.[15]


	1912 - "Cherry trees planted around the Tidal Basin."[24]


	1915 - Association for the Study of Negro Life and History[image: External link] established.

	1917 - National Sylvan Theater[image: External link] opens.[24]


	1919 - July: Racial unrest[image: External link].[6]


	1920 - Population[image: External link]: 437,571.[15]


	1922

	January 28: Storm[image: External link] crushes Knickerbocker Theatre[image: External link].[6]


	May 30: Lincoln Memorial dedicated.[6]






	1923 - Smithsonian's Freer Gallery of Art opens.[24]


	1924

	
National Capital Park Commission[image: External link] established.[24]


	
Washington Senators[image: External link] baseball team wins 1924 World Series[image: External link].[6]






	1925 - WMAL[image: External link] radio[image: External link] begins broadcasting.[25]


	1926 - Federal Triangle[image: External link] construction begins.[6]


	1930 - Population[image: External link]: 486,869.[15]


	1931 - National Symphony Orchestra formed.[26]


	1932

	May: "Bonus Army[image: External link]" demonstration.[27]


	
Arlington Memorial Bridge opens.[24]


	
Folger Shakespeare Library[image: External link] built.[28]






	1935 - National Cherry Blossom Festival begins.[24]


	1937 - Washington Redskins[image: External link] football team active.[6]


	1940 - Population: 663,091.[15]


	1941

	
National Airport built.[6]


	
National Gallery of Art opens.[12]






	1942 - Declaration by United Nations[image: External link] signed in city.[4]


	1944 - International Dumbarton Oaks Conference[image: External link] held in city.[29]


	1946 - International Monetary Fund[image: External link] headquartered in city. [2][image: External link]


	1947 - WMAL-TV, WRC-TV, and WTTG ( television[image: External link]) begin broadcasting.[30]


	1949

	
Whitehurst Freeway[image: External link] begins operating.[6]


	WTOP-TV ( television[image: External link]) begins broadcasting.[30]
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 1950s-1990s





	1950 - Population: 802,178.[15]


	1953 - January 15: 1953 Pennsylvania Railroad train wreck[image: External link].[13]


	1954 - March 1: United States Capitol shooting incident (1954)[image: External link].

	1957 - May 17: National Prayer Pilgrimage for Freedom[image: External link] civil rights demonstration takes place in D.C.[31]


	1959 - International Antarctic Treaty[image: External link] signed in city.[19]


	1960

	
Treaty of Mutual Cooperation and Security between the United States and Japan[image: External link] signed in city.[4]


	Population: 763,956.[15]






	1962 - Streetcar stops operating.[6]


	1963 - August 28: March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom; King[image: External link] gives "I Have a Dream[image: External link]" speech.[19]


	1964

	November: "D.C. residents are able to vote for president[image: External link] for the first time."[32]


	
Capital Beltway[image: External link] constructed.[6]






	1965

	April 17: March Against the Vietnam War[image: External link].[33]


	
Washingtonian[image: External link] magazine begins publication.





	1967

	
Mayor-council[image: External link] form of government implemented;[6] Walter Washington becomes mayor.[12]


	
Smithsonian Folklife Festival[image: External link] begins.[24]


	Biograph cinema opens.[34]






	1968

	April: 1968 Washington, D.C. riots occur.[24]


	
American Association of Retired Persons[image: External link] headquartered in city (approximate date).[21]






	1969

	November 15: Protest against Vietnam War.[19]


	
Gay Blade newspaper begins publication.[23]


	Key Theatre in business.[34]






	1970 - Population: 756,510.[15]


	1971

	April: Antiwar protest[image: External link].[35]


	May: 1971 May Day protests[image: External link] against war.[19]


	June 30: New York Times Co. v. United States[image: External link] decided; allows Washington Post to publish Pentagon Papers[image: External link] about Vietnam.[19]


	
Walter E. Fauntroy[image: External link] becomes delegate to the US House of Representatives from the District of Columbia.

	National Kennedy Center for the Performing Arts opens.[24]


	
Center for Science in the Public Interest[image: External link] headquartered in city.[36]






	1972 - Watergate scandal discovered.

	1973 - Mayoral election established, per US Congress' District of Columbia Home Rule Act.[32]


	1974

	
1974 White House helicopter incident[image: External link][37]


	Smithsonian's Hirshhorn Museum opens.[24]






	1976

	March: Washington Metro[image: External link] begins operating.[13]


	May: Concorde[image: External link] supersonic airplane begins operating.[12]


	
US Bicentennial[image: External link] held.[24]






	1979

	
Marion Barry becomes mayor.

	
C-SPAN begins televising federal government proceedings.





	1980

	Western Plaza (later renamed to "Freedom Plaza") containing a raised marble inlay depicting parts of the L'Enfant Plan for the city of Washington opens along Pennsylvania Avenue N.W. between the White House and the United States Capitol.[38]






	1981

	March 30: Attempted assassination of president Reagan[image: External link].[19]


	
Washington City Paper begins publication.[23]






	1982

	January 13: Crash of Air Florida Flight 90[image: External link].[4]


	
Washington Convention Center[image: External link] built.

	National Vietnam Veterans Memorial erected.[24][19]


	
Washington Times[image: External link] newspaper begins publication.[23]






	1985 - Federal News Service[image: External link] in business.

	1987

	Smithsonian's Sackler Gallery[image: External link] and National Museum of African Art open.[24]


	Dupont Circle 5 cinema in business.[34]






	1990

	
Population[image: External link]: 606,900.[15]


	October 27: Mayor Marion Barry receives six-month prison sentence for cocaine possession.[39]


	November 6: Sharon Pratt Dixon wins mayoral election.[40]






	1991

	
Eleanor Holmes Norton becomes delegate to the US House of Representatives from the District of Columbia.

	City bicentennial.[6]






	1994 - November 8: Marion Barry wins mayoral election.[41]


	1995

	April 17: President William J. Clinton[image: External link] signs the District of Columbia Financial Responsibility and Management Assistance Act of 1995, establishing the District of Columbia Financial Control Board.[42]


	October 16: National Million Man March[image: External link] held in city.





	1996 - City website online (approximate date).[43]


	1999 - Anthony A. Williams becomes mayor.

	2000 - May 14: Million Mom March[image: External link] held.[44]
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 21st century





	2001 - September: 2001 anthrax attacks[image: External link].

	2003 - Washington Convention Center[image: External link] rebuilt.[6]


	2007 - Adrian Fenty[image: External link] becomes mayor.

	2008 - Nationals Park (stadium) opens.[6]


	2009

	January 20: Inauguration of U.S. president Obama[image: External link].

	
Night at the Museum: Battle of the Smithsonian[image: External link] is released, taking place in D.C.





	2010 - Population: 601,723.[45]


	2011

	
Vincent C. Gray[image: External link] becomes mayor.

	
CityCenterDC[image: External link] construction begins.





	2015 - Muriel Bowser becomes mayor.

	2016

	
January 2016 United States winter storm[image: External link].

	
DC Streetcar begins operating.

	March–April: 2016 Nuclear Security Summit[image: External link].

	
National Museum of African American History and Culture[image: External link] opens.

	District of Columbia statehood referendum, 2016[image: External link]





	2017 - January 21: National Women's March on Washington[image: External link] scheduled.
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Tribe






For other uses, see Tribe (disambiguation)[image: External link].

A tribe is viewed, developmentally or historically, as a social group[image: External link] existing before the development of, or outside of, states[image: External link]. A tribe is a group of distinct people, dependent on their land for their livelihood, who are largely self-sufficient, and not integrated into the national society. It is perhaps the term most readily understood and used by the general public. Stephen Corry[image: External link] defines tribal people as those who "...have followed ways of life for many generations that are largely self-sufficient, and are clearly different from the mainstream and dominant society".[1] This definition, however, would not apply to countries in the Middle East[image: External link] such as Iraq[image: External link], where the entire population is a member of one tribe or another, and tribalism itself is dominant and mainstream.

There are an estimated one hundred and fifty million tribal individuals worldwide,[2] constituting around forty percent of indigenous individuals. Although nearly all tribal people are indigenous, some are not indigenous to the areas where they now live.

The distinction between tribal and indigenous is important because tribal peoples have a special status acknowledged in international law[image: External link]. They often face particular issues in addition to those faced by the wider category of indigenous peoples.

Many people used the term "tribal society" to refer to societies organized largely on the basis of social, especially familial, descent groups (see clan[image: External link] and kinship[image: External link]). A customary tribe in these terms is a face-to-face community, relatively bound by kinship relations, reciprocal exchange, and strong ties to place.[3]

"Tribe" is a contested term due to its roots of being defined by outsiders during the period of colonialism[image: External link]. The word has no shared referent, whether in political form, kinship relations or shared culture. Some argue that it conveys a negative connotation of a timeless unchanging past.[4][5][6] To avoid these implications, some have chosen to use the terms ethnic group[image: External link], or nation[image: External link] instead.[4][5][6]

In some places, such as India[image: External link] and North America[image: External link], tribes are polities[image: External link] that have been granted legal recognition and limited autonomy by the national states.



TOP
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 Etymology




The English word tribe occurs in 12th-century Middle English[image: External link]-literature as referring to one of the twelve tribes of Israel[image: External link]. The word is from Old French tribu, in turn from Latin tribus, referring to the original tripartite ethnic division of the Ancient Roman state: Ramnes (Ramnenses), Tities (Titienses), and Luceres, corresponding, according to Marcus Terentius Varro[image: External link], to the Latins[image: External link], Sabines[image: External link], and Etruscans[image: External link], respectively. The Ramnes were named after Romulus[image: External link], leader of the Latins, Tities after Titus Tatius[image: External link], leader of the Sabines, and Luceres after Lucumo[image: External link], leader of an Etruscan army that had assisted the Latins. According to Livy[image: External link], the three "tribes" were squadrons of knights, rather than ethnic divisions. The term's ultimate etymology is uncertain, perhaps from the Proto-Indo-European roots tri- ("three") and bhew ("to be"). Gregory Nagy[image: External link], in Greek Mythology and Poetics, says, citing the linguist Émile Benveniste[image: External link] in his Origines de la formation des noms en indo-européen, that the Umbrian "trifu" (tribus) is apparently derived from a combination of *tri- and *bhu-, where the second element is cognate with the 'phu-' of Greek phule, and that this subdivided the Greek polis[image: External link] into three phulai.

In 242–240 BC, the Tribal Assembly[image: External link] (comitia tributa) in the Roman Republic[image: External link] included 35 tribes (four "urban tribes" and 31 "rural tribes"). The Latin word as used in the Bible translates as Greek phyle: "race, tribe, clan", and ultimately the Hebrew, meaning or "sceptre". In the historical sense, "tribe", "race" and "clan" can be used interchangeably.
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 Tribes and states




Considerable debate has accompanied efforts to define and characterize tribes. Scholars perceive differences between pre-state tribes and contemporary tribes; there is also general controversy over cultural evolution[image: External link] and colonialism[image: External link]. In the popular imagination, tribes reflect a way of life that predates, and is more natural than that in modern states. Tribes also privilege primordial social ties, are clearly bounded, homogeneous, parochial, and stable. Tribes are an organization among families (including clans and lineages), which generates a social and ideological basis for solidarity that is in some way more limited than that of an "ethnic group" or of a " nation[image: External link]". Anthropological[image: External link] and ethnohistorical[image: External link] research has challenged all of these notions.

Anthropologist[image: External link] Elman Service[image: External link] presented a system of classification[image: External link] for societies in all human cultures, based on the evolution of social inequality[image: External link] and the role of the state[image: External link]. This system of classification contains four categories:


	
Hunter-gatherer[image: External link] bands[image: External link] that are generally egalitarian[image: External link]


	Tribal societies with some limited instances of social rank[image: External link] and prestige

	
Stratified[image: External link] tribal societies led by chieftains[image: External link] (see Chiefdom[image: External link])

	
Civilizations[image: External link], with complex social hierarchies and organized, institutional governments



In his 1975 study, The Notion of the Tribe, anthropologist[image: External link] Morton H. Fried[image: External link] provided numerous examples of tribes that encompassed members who spoke different languages and practiced different rituals, or who shared languages and rituals with members of other tribes. Similarly, he provided examples of tribes in which people followed different political leaders, or followed the same leaders as members of other tribes. He concluded that tribes in general are characterized by fluid boundaries and heterogeneity, are not parochial, and are dynamic.[7]

Fried proposed that most contemporary tribes do not have their origin in pre-state tribes, but rather in pre-state bands. Such "secondary" tribes, he suggested, developed as modern products of state expansion. Bands comprise small, mobile, and fluid social formations with weak leadership[image: External link]. They do not generate surpluses, pay no taxes, and support no standing army. Fried argued that secondary tribes develop in one of two ways. First, states could set them up as means to extend administrative and economic influence in their hinterland, where direct political control costs too much. States would encourage (or require) people on their frontiers to form more clearly bounded and centralized polities, because such polities could begin producing surpluses and taxes, and would have a leadership responsive to the needs of neighboring states (the so-called "scheduled" tribes of the United States or of British India provide good examples of this). Second, bands could form "secondary" tribes as a means to defend against state expansion. Members of bands would form more clearly bounded and centralized polities, because such polities could begin producing surpluses that could support a standing army that could fight against states, and they would have a leadership that could co-ordinate economic production and military activities.

Archaeologists[image: External link] continue to explore the development of pre-state tribes. Current research suggests that tribal structures constituted one type of adaptation to situations providing plentiful yet unpredictable resources. Such structures proved flexible enough to coordinate production and distribution of food in times of scarcity, without limiting or constraining people during times of surplus.
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	Clan[image: External link]

	Matrilineality[image: External link]

	Neocolonialism[image: External link]

	Nomad[image: External link]

	Pantribal sodalities[image: External link]

	Patrilineality[image: External link]

	Segmentary society[image: External link]

	Social group[image: External link]

	Stateless society[image: External link]

	Band society[image: External link]

	Tribal chief[image: External link]

	Tribal name[image: External link]

	Tribal sovereignty[image: External link]

	Tribal warfare[image: External link]

	Tribalism[image: External link]

	Tribe (Internet)[image: External link]

	Micronation[image: External link]

	New Tribal Revolution[image: External link]






[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Notes






	
^ Stephen Corry (2011). Tribal peoples for tomorrow's world[image: External link]. Survival International. ISBN  978-1447424130[image: External link].


	
^ International, Survival. "Terminology"[image: External link].
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Algonquian Peoples






This article is about the numerous peoples speaking Algonquian languages. For the "Algonquin" of Quebec, see Algonquin people[image: External link].

The Algonquian are one of the most populous and widespread North American[image: External link] native[image: External link] language groups. Today, thousands of individuals identify with various Algonquian peoples. Historically, the peoples were prominent along the Atlantic Coast and into the interior along the St. Lawrence River[image: External link] and around the Great Lakes[image: External link]. This grouping consists of the peoples who speak Algonquian languages[image: External link].
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 Pre-colonial period




Before Europeans came into contact, most Algonquian settlements lived by hunting and fishing, although quite a few supplemented their diet by cultivating corn[image: External link], beans[image: External link] and squash[image: External link] (the "Three Sisters"[image: External link]). The Ojibwe[image: External link] cultivated wild rice[image: External link][citation needed[image: External link]].

The Algonquians of New England (who spoke the Eastern Algonquian[image: External link]) practiced a seasonal economy. The basic social unit[image: External link] was the village: a few hundred people related by a clan[image: External link] kinship[image: External link] structure. Villages were temporary and mobile. The people moved to locations of greatest natural food supply, often breaking into smaller units or recombining as the circumstances required. This custom resulted in a certain degree of cross-tribal mobility, especially in troubled times.

In warm weather, they constructed light wigwams[image: External link] for portability. Wigwams are a type of hut which usually had buckskin doors. In the winter, they erected the more substantial long houses[image: External link], in which more than one clan[image: External link] could reside. They cached food supplies in more permanent, semi-subterranean structures.

In the spring, when the fish were spawning, they left the winter camps to build villages at coastal locations and waterfalls. In March, they caught smelt[image: External link] in nets and weirs[image: External link], moving about in birchbark[image: External link] canoes[image: External link]. In April, they netted alewife[image: External link], sturgeon[image: External link] and salmon[image: External link]. In May, they caught cod[image: External link] with hook and line in the ocean[image: External link]; and trout[image: External link], smelt[image: External link], striped bass[image: External link] and flounder[image: External link] in the estuaries[image: External link] and streams. Putting out to sea, the men hunted whales[image: External link], porpoises[image: External link], walruses[image: External link] and seals[image: External link]. The women and children gathered scallops[image: External link], mussels[image: External link], clams[image: External link] and crabs[image: External link], all the basis of menus in New England today.

From April through October, natives hunted migratory[image: External link] birds and their eggs: Canada geese[image: External link], brant[image: External link], mourning doves[image: External link] and others. In July and August they gathered strawberries[image: External link], raspberries[image: External link], blueberries[image: External link] and nuts. In September, they split into small groups and moved up the streams to the forest. There, the men hunted beaver[image: External link], caribou[image: External link], moose[image: External link] and white-tailed deer[image: External link].

In December, when the snows began, the people created larger winter camps in sheltered locations, where they built or reconstructed long houses. February and March were lean times. The tribes in southern New England and other northern latitudes had to rely on cached food. Northerners developed a practice of going hungry for several days at a time. Historians hypothesize that this practice kept the population down, according to Liebig's law[image: External link]. The northerners were food gatherers only.

The southern Algonquians of New England relied predominantly on slash-and-burn agriculture[image: External link].[1][2][3][4][5][6] They cleared fields by burning for one or two years of cultivation, after which the village moved to another location. This is the reason the English[image: External link] found the region relatively cleared and ready for planting. By using various kinds of native corn (maize), beans[image: External link] and squash[image: External link], southern New England natives were able to improve their diet to such a degree that their population increased and they reached a density of 287 people per 100mi2 as opposed to 41 in the north.[7]

Even with mobile crop rotation, southern villages were necessarily less mobile than northern ones. The natives continued their seasonal occupation but tended to move into fixed villages near their lands. They adjusted to the change partially by developing a sex-oriented division of labor[image: External link]. The women cultivated crops, and the men fished and hunted.

Scholars[ who?[image: External link]] estimate that, by the year 1600, the indigenous population of New England had reached 70,000–100,000.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Colonial period




At the time of the first European settlements in North America, Algonquian tribes occupied New Brunswick[image: External link], and much of Canada east of the Rocky Mountains; what is now New England, New Jersey, southeastern New York[image: External link], Delaware and down the Atlantic Coast through the Upper South[image: External link]; and around the Great Lakes in present-day Minnesota, Wisconsin, Michigan[image: External link], Illinois, Indiana and Iowa. They were most concentrated in the New England region. The homeland of the Algonquian peoples is not known. At the time of the European arrival, the hegemonic Iroquois[image: External link] federation, based in present-day New York and Pennsylvania, was regularly at war with Algonquian neighbours.
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 Tribal identities
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 Canada




The French and later English encountered the Maliseet[image: External link] of present-day Maine, Quebec[image: External link] and New Brunswick[image: External link]; the Abenaki[image: External link] of Quebec, Vermont and New Hampshire; the Mi'kmaq[image: External link] band governments[image: External link] of the Maritime provinces[image: External link] lived primarily on fishing. Further north are the Betsiamite[image: External link], Atikamekw[image: External link], Anishinaabe[image: External link] and Montagnais[image: External link]/ Naskapi[image: External link] ( Innu[image: External link]). The Beothuk[image: External link] people of Newfoundland are also believed to have been Algonquian, but their last known speaker died in the early 19th century. Few records of their language or culture remain.
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 New England area




Colonists in the Massachusetts Bay area first encountered the Wampanoag[image: External link], Massachusett[image: External link], Nipmuck[image: External link], Pennacook[image: External link], Penobscot[image: External link], Passamaquoddy[image: External link], and Quinnipiac[image: External link]. The Mohegan[image: External link], Pequot[image: External link], Pocumtuc[image: External link], Tunxis[image: External link], and Narragansett[image: External link] were based in southern New England. The Abenaki[image: External link] tribe was located in northern New England: present-day Maine, New Hampshire, and Vermont in what became the United States and eastern Quebec in what became Canada. They had established trading relationships with French colonists who settled along the Atlantic coast and what was later called the St. Lawrence River. The Mohican[image: External link] tribe was located in western New England and in the upper Hudson River Valley (around what was developed by Europeans as Albany, New York). These tribes practiced agriculture, hunting and fishing.
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 Mid- and south-Atlantic areas




The Lenape[image: External link], also called Delaware, were ( Munsee[image: External link]) and Unami[image: External link] speakers that were in what is now known as the eastern Pennsylvania, Delaware, New Jersey, lower Hudson Valley[image: External link] and western Long Island areas in New York. They encountered the European explorer Giovanni da Verrazzano[image: External link] in what is now New York Harbor[image: External link] in 1524. Branches of the Pequot[image: External link] occupied eastern Long Island.

Further south were the traditional homes of the Powhatan[image: External link], a loose group of tribes numbering into the tens of thousands, who were among the first to encounter English colonists in the Chesapeake Bay. Historic tribes also included the Nanticoke[image: External link], Wicocomico[image: External link], Secotan[image: External link], Chowanoke[image: External link], Weapemeoc, and Chickahominy peoples[image: External link].
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 Midwest




The French encountered Algonquian peoples in this area through their trade and limited colonization of New France along the Mississippi and Ohio rivers. The historic peoples of the Illinois Country were the Shawnee[image: External link], Illiniwek[image: External link], Kickapoo[image: External link], Menominee[image: External link], Miami[image: External link], and Sauk[image: External link] and Fox[image: External link]. The latter were also known as the Sac and Fox Tribe, and later known as the Meskwaki Indians, who lived throughout the present-day Midwest of the United States.

During the nineteenth century, many Native Americans from east of the Mississippi River were displaced over great distances through the United States passage and enforcement of Indian removal[image: External link] legislation; they forced the tribes west of the Mississippi River to what they designated as Indian Territory[image: External link]. After the US extinguished Indian land claims, this area was admitted as the state of Oklahoma in the early 20th century.
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 Upper west




Ojibwe[image: External link]/ Chippewa[image: External link], Ottawa[image: External link], Potawatomi[image: External link], and a variety of Cree[image: External link] groups lived in Upper Michigan[image: External link], Western Ontario[image: External link], Wisconsin, Minnesota, and the Canadian Prairies[image: External link]. The Arapaho[image: External link], Blackfoot[image: External link] and Cheyenne[image: External link] developed as indigenous to the Great Plains.
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 Western areas




Algonquian peoples in the present states of Wyoming, Colorado, southwestern Nebraska and northwestern Kansas were ancestors to the Cheyenne[image: External link] and Arapaho[image: External link] tribes.[8] The Gros Ventre[image: External link] are an Algonquian-speaking tribe that migrated to north central Montana.
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 See also





	Carolina Algonquian[image: External link]

	Croatan[image: External link]

	Great Trail[image: External link]

	Pamlico[image: External link]

	Roanoke tribe[image: External link]

	Siwanoy[image: External link]




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References






	
^ Stevenson W. Fletcher, Pennsylvania Agriculture and Country Life 1640-1840 (Harrisburg: Pennsylvania Historical and Museum Commission, 1950), 2, 35-37, 63-65, 124.


	
^ Day, Gordon M. "The Indian as an Ecological Factor in the Northeastern Forests." Ecology, Vol. 34, #2 (April): 329-346.


	
^ New England and New York areas 1580-1800, 1953. Note: The Lenni Lenape (Delaware) tribe in New Jersey and the Massachuset tribe in Massachusetts used fire in ecosystems


	
^ Russell, Emily W.B. Vegetational Change in Northern New Jersey Since 1500 A.D.: A Palynological, Vegetational and Historical Synthesis, Ph.D. dissertation. New Brunswick, PA: Rutgers University. Author notes on page 8 that Indians often augmented lightning fires. 1979


	
^ Russell, Emily W.B. "Indian Set Fires in the Forests of the Northeastern United States." Ecology, Vol. 64, #1 (Feb): 78 88. 1983a Author found no strong evidence that Indians purposely burned large areas, but they did burn small areas near their habitation sites. Noted that the Lenna Lenape Tribe used fire.


	
^ Gowans, William. "A Brief Description of New York, Formerly Called New Netherlands with the Places Thereunto Adjoining, Likewise a Brief Relation of the Customs of the Indians There." New York, NY: 1670. Reprinted in 1937 by the Facsimile Text Society, Columbia University Press, New York. Notes that the Lenni Lenape (Delaware) tribe in New Jersey used fire in ecosystems.


	
^ Cronon, William (1983). Changes in the Land: Indians, Colonists, and the Ecology of New England[image: External link]. New York: Hill and Wang. p. 42. ISBN  0-8090-0158-6[image: External link].


	
^ Frink, Lisa. (2006) Gender and Hide Production. Lanham, MD: AltaMira Press. p. 30. ISBN 0-7591-0850-1[image: External link].







[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Further reading





	Cappel, Constance, The Smallpox Genocide of the Odawa Tribe at L'Arbre Croche, 1763: The History of the Odawa People, Edwin Mellen press, 2007, ISBN 978-0-7734-5220-6[image: External link]


	Magocsi, Paul Robert (ed.), Encyclopedia of Canada's Peoples, Toronto, University of Toronto Press, 1999.

	Moondancer and Strong Woman, A Cultural History of the Native Peoples of Southern New England: Voices from Past and Present, Bauu Press, copyright 2007, ISBN 0-9721349-3-X[image: External link]


	Tooker, William Wallace, The Algonquian Series, Harper, 1901.




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links





	Algonquian East DNA Project[image: External link]

	
(Waabu), "Aquidneck Indian Council: Documents on Algonquian language and other topics"[image: External link], Scribd





Categories[image: External link]:

	Algonquian peoples[image: External link]

	Indigenous peoples of the Northeastern Woodlands[image: External link]

	Great Lakes tribes[image: External link]

	Indigenous peoples in the United States[image: External link]

	First Nations in Ontario[image: External link]

	First Nations in Quebec[image: External link]

	First Nations in Atlantic Canada[image: External link]

	First Nations in Alberta[image: External link]

	First Nations in Saskatchewan[image: External link]

	First Nations in Manitoba[image: External link]

	Native American tribes in North Carolina[image: External link]
















This page was last edited on 25 May 2017, at 17:11.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article Algonquian Peoples: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Algonquian_peoples [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=Algonquian_peoples [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 Name

	2 Language

	3 Geography

	4 Traditional culture

	5 History

	6 Revitalization: 20th century to present

	7 Notes

	8 References

	9 Additional reading

	10 External links





Piscataway Tribe






This article is about the historical Native American tribe. For one of the contemporary tribes, see Piscataway Indian Nation[image: External link].

The Piscataway /pIs'kaete,weI /[image: External link] or Piscatawa /pIs'kaete,weI, ,pIske'ta:we /[image: External link],[4] also referred to as the Piscataway Indian Nation[image: External link], are Native Americans[image: External link], once constituting the most populous and powerful Native polities of the Chesapeake Bay[image: External link] region. They spoke Algonquian[image: External link] Piscataway[image: External link], a dialect of Nanticoke[image: External link]. One of their neighboring tribes, with whom they merged after a massive decline of population following two centuries of interactions with European settlers, called them Conoy.

Two major groups representing Piscataway descendants received state recognition as Native American tribes in 2012: the Piscataway Indian Nation and Tayac Territory[image: External link][5][6] and the Piscataway Conoy Tribe of Maryland.[5][7] Within the latter group was included the Piscataway Conoy Confederacy and Sub-Tribes and the Cedarville Band of Piscataway Indians.[5][8] All these groups are located in Southern Maryland[image: External link]. None is federally recognized[image: External link].
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 Name




The Piscataway were recorded by the English (in days before uniform spelling) as the Pascatowies, Paschatoway, Pazaticans, Pascoticons, Paskattaway, Pascatacon, Piscattaway, and Puscattawy. They were also referred to by the names of their villages: Moyaonce, Accotick or Accokicke or Accokeek[image: External link], Potapaco or Portotoack[image: External link], Sacayo or Sachia, Zakiah[image: External link], Yaocomaco or Youcomako or Yeocomico, or Wicomicons.

Related Algonquian-speaking tribes included the Anacostan, Chincopin, Choptico, Doeg or Dogue or Taux[image: External link], Tauxeneen, Mattawoman[image: External link], and Pamunkey[image: External link]. Possibly slightly more distantly related tribes included the Accomac, Assateague[image: External link], Choptank[image: External link], Nanticoke[image: External link], Patuxent[image: External link], Pokomoke, Tockwogh[image: External link] and Wicomoco[image: External link].[9]
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 Language




The Piscataway language[image: External link] was part of the large Algonquian[image: External link] language family.[10] Jesuit[image: External link] missionary Father Andrew White[image: External link] translated the Catholic Catechism[image: External link] into Piscataway in 1610, and other English missionaries compiled Piscataway-language materials.[11]
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 Geography




The Piscataway by 1600 were on primarily the north bank of the Potomac River in what is now Charles, southern Prince George's, and probably some of western St. Mary's[image: External link] Counties in southern Maryland, according to John Smith[image: External link]'s 1608 map which also notes the several Patuxent River[image: External link] settlements that were under some degree of Piscataway suzerainty[image: External link]. The Piscataway settlements appear in that same area on maps through 1700[12][13][14] Piscataway descendants now inhabit part of their traditional homelands in these areas. None of the three state-recognized tribes noted above has a reservation or trust land.
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 Traditional culture




The Piscataway relied more on agriculture than many of their neighbors, which enabled them to live in permanent villages. They lived near waters navigable by canoes. Their crops included corn, several varieties of beans, melons, pumpkins, squash and (ceremonial) tobacco. Men hunted bears, elk, deer, and wolves as well as beaver, squirrels, partridges, wild turkeys, and other small game with bows and arrows. Fishing, oyster and clam harvesting, and gathering berries and nuts in seasons supplemented their diets.[15][16]

As was common in other Algonquian villages, Piscataway villages included several individual houses protected by a log palisade[image: External link].[17][18] Traditional houses were rectangular and typically 10 feet high and 20 feet long, a type of longhouse[image: External link], with barrel-shape roofs, covered with bark or woven mats. A hearth occupied the center of the house with a smoke hole overhead.[19]
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 History
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 Precontact




A succession of indigenous peoples[image: External link] occupied the Chesapeake and Tidewater region, arriving according to archeologists' estimates from roughly 3,000 to 10,000 years ago. People of Algonquian stock, which ultimately coalesced into the Piscataway nation, lived in the Potomac River drainage area since at least 1300 CE[image: External link].[20] Sometime around 800 CE, peoples living along the Potomac had begun to cultivate maize[image: External link] as a supplement to their ordinary hunting-gathering diet of fish, game, and wild plants.

Some evidence suggests that the Piscataway migrated from the Eastern Shore[image: External link], or from the upper Potomac, or from sources hundreds of miles to the north. It is fairly certain, however, that by the 16th century, the Piscataway were a distinct polity with a distinct society and culture, who lived year-round in permanent villages.

The onset of a centuries-long "Little Ice Age[image: External link]" after 1300 had driven Algonquian and Iroquoian[image: External link] peoples from upland and northern communities southward to the warmer climate of the Potomac basin. Growing seasons there were long enough for them to cultivate maize. As more tribes occupied the area, they competed for resources and had increasing conflict.

By 1400, the Piscataway and their Algonquian tribal neighbors had become increasingly numerous because of their sophisticated agriculture, which provided calorie-rich maize[image: External link], beans[image: External link] and squash[image: External link]. These crops added surplus to their hunting-gathering subsistence economy and supported greater populations. The women cultivated and processed numerous varieties of maize and other plants, breeding them for taste and other characteristics. The Piscataway and other related peoples were able to feed their growing communities. They also continued to gather wild plants from nearby freshwater marshes. The men cleared new fields, hunted, and fished.
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 17th century and English colonization




By 1600, incursions by the Susquehannock[image: External link] and other Iroquoian peoples from the north had almost entirely destroyed many of the Piscataway and other Algonquian settlements above present-day Great Falls, Virginia[image: External link] on the Potomac River.[citation needed[image: External link]] The villages below the fall line survived by banding together for common defense. They gradually consolidated authority under hereditary chiefs who exacted tribute, sent men to war, and coordinated the resistance against northern incursions and rival claimants to the lands. A hierarchy of places and rulers emerged: hamlets[image: External link] without hereditary rulers paid tribute to a nearby village[image: External link]. Its chief[image: External link], or werowance[image: External link], appointed a "lesser king" to each dependent settlement. Changes in social structure occurred and religious development exalted the hierarchy. By the end of the 16th century, each werowance on the north bank of the Potomac was subject to the paramount chief[image: External link]: the ruler of the Piscataway known as the Tayac.

The English explorer Captain John Smith[image: External link] first visited the upper Potomac River in 1608. He recorded the Piscataway by the name Moyaons, after their "king's house", i.e., capital village or Tayac's residence, also spelled Moyaone. Closely associated with them were the Nacotchtank people (Anacostans) who lived around present-day Washington, DC[image: External link], and the Taux ( Doeg[image: External link]) on the Virginia side of the river. Rivals and reluctant subjects of the Tayac hoped that the English newcomers would alter the balance of power in the region.

In search of trading partners, particularly for furs, the Virginia Company[image: External link], and later, Virginia Colony[image: External link], consistently allied with enemies of the settled Piscataway. Their entry into the dynamics began to shift regional power. By the early 1630s, the Tayac's hold over some of his subordinate werowances had weakened considerably.

But, when the English began to colonize what is now Maryland in 1634, the Tayac Kittamaquund managed to turn the newcomers into allies. He had come to power that year after killing his brother Wannas, the former Tayac.[22] He granted the English a former Indian settlement, which they renamed St. Mary's City[image: External link] after their own monarch.

The Tayac intended the new colonial outpost to serve as a buffer against the Iroquoian Susquehannock[image: External link] incursions from the north. Kittamaquund and his wife converted[image: External link] to Christianity[image: External link] in 1640 by their friendship with the English Jesuit[image: External link] missionary, Father Andrew White[image: External link], who also performed their marriage.[22] Their only daughter Mary Kittamaquund[image: External link] became a ward of the English governor and his sister-in-law, colonist Margaret Brent[image: External link], both of whom held power in St. Mary's City and saw to the girl's education, including learning English.

At a young age, Mary Kittamaquund married the much older English colonist Giles Brent, one of Margaret's brothers. After trying to claim Piscataway territory upon her father's death, the couple moved south across the Potomac to establish a trading post and live at Aquia Creek[image: External link] in present-day Stafford County, Virginia.[23] They were said to have had three or four children together. Brent married again in 1654, so his child bride may have died young.

Benefits to the Piscataway in having the English as allies and buffers were short-lived. The Maryland Colony[image: External link] was initially too weak to pose a significant threat. Once the English began to develop a stronger colony, they turned against the Piscataway. By 1668, the western shore Algonquian were confined to two reservations: one on the Wicomico River[image: External link]; the other, on a portion of the Piscataway homeland. Refugees from dispossessed Algonquian nations merged with the Piscataway.

Colonial authorities forced the Piscataway to permit the Susquehannock[image: External link], an Iroquoian-speaking people, to settle in their territory after having been defeated in 1675 by the Iroquois Confederacy ( Haudenosaunee[image: External link]), based in New York. The traditional enemies eventually came to open conflict in present-day Maryland. With the tribes at war, the Maryland Colony expelled the Susquehannock after they had been attacked by the Piscataway. The Susquehannock suffered devastating defeat.

Making their way northward, the surviving Susquehannock joined forces with their former enemy, the Haudenosaunee, the five-nation Iroquois Confederacy[image: External link]. Together, the Iroquoian tribes returned repeatedly to attack the Piscataway. The English provided little help to their Piscataway allies. Rather than raise militia to aid them, the Maryland Colony continued to compete for control of Piscataway land.

Piscataway fortunes declined as the English[image: External link] Maryland colony[image: External link] grew and prospered. They were especially adversely affected by epidemics of infectious disease[image: External link], which decimated their population, as well as intertribal and colonial warfare. After the English tried to remove tribes from their homelands in 1680, the Piscataway fled from encroaching English settlers to Zekiah Swamp[image: External link] in Charles County, Maryland. There they were attacked by the Iroquois[image: External link] but peace was negotiated.[24]

In 1697, the Piscataway relocated across the Potomac and camped near what is now The Plains, Virginia[image: External link] in Fauquier County. Virginia settlers were alarmed and tried to persuade the Piscataway to return to Maryland, though they refused. Finally in 1699, the Piscataway moved north to what is now called Conoy Island in the Potomac near Point of Rocks, Maryland. They remained there until after 1722.[25]
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 18th century




In the 18th century, some Piscataway, as well as other Algonquian groups migrating away from English settlements, relocated north of the Susquehannah River[image: External link]. These migrants from the general area of Maryland are referred to as the Conoy and the Nanticoke[image: External link]. They were spread along the western edge of the Pennsylvania Colony[image: External link], along with the Algonquian Lenape[image: External link] who had moved west from modern New Jersey, the Tutelo[image: External link], the Shawnee[image: External link] and some Iroquois[image: External link].[26] The Piscataway were said to number only about 150 people at that time. They sought the protection of the powerful Haudenosaunee, but the Pennsylvania Colony also proved unsafe.

Most of the surviving tribe migrated north in the late eighteenth century and were last noted in the historical record in 1793 at Detroit[image: External link], following the American Revolutionary War, when the United States gained independence. In 1793 a conference in Detroit[image: External link] reported the peoples had settled in Upper Canada, joining other Native Americans who had been allies of the British in the conflict.[citation needed[image: External link]] Today, descendants of the northern migrants live on the Six Nations of the Grand River First Nation[image: External link] reserve in Ontario, Canada.

Some Piscataway may have moved south toward the Virginia Colony[image: External link]. They were believed to merge with the Meherrin[image: External link].
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 19th century




Numerous contemporary historians and archaeologists, including William H. Gilbert, Frank G. Speck[image: External link], Helen Rountree, Lucille St. Hoyme, Paul Cissna, T. Dale Stewart, Christopher Goodwin[image: External link], Christian Feest[image: External link], James Rice, and Gabrielle Tayac, have documented that a small group of Piscataway families continued to live in their homeland. Although the larger tribe was destroyed as an independent, sovereign polity, descendants of the Piscataway survived. They formed unions with others in the area, including European indentured servants and free or enslaved Africans. They settled into rural farm life and were classified as free people of color[image: External link], but some kept Native American cultural traditions. For years the United States censuses did not have separate categories for Indians. Especially in the slave states, all free people of color[image: External link] were classified together as black, in the hypodescent[image: External link] classification resulting from the racial caste of slavery.[citation needed[image: External link]]

In the late 19th century, archaeologists[image: External link], journalists[image: External link], and anthropologists[image: External link] interviewed numerous residents in Maryland who claimed descent from tribes associated with the former Piscataway chiefdom[image: External link]. Uniquely among most institutions, the Catholic Church[image: External link] consistently continued to identify Indian families by that classification in their records. Such church records became valuable resources for scholars and family and tribal researchers. Anthropologists and sociologists[image: External link] categorized the self-identified Indians as a tri-racial[image: External link] community. They were commonly called a name (regarded as derogatory by some) " Wesorts[image: External link]."[citation needed[image: External link]]

In the late 1990s, after conducting an exhaustive review of primary sources, a Maryland-state appointed committee, including a genealogist[image: External link] from the Maryland State Archives, validated the claims of core Piscataway families to Piscataway heritage.[27] A fresh approach to understanding individual and family choices and self-identification among American Indian and African-American cultures is underway at several research universities. Unlike during the years of racial segregation, when all people of any African descent were classified as black, new studies emphasize the historical context and evolution of seventeenth, eighteenth, nineteenth, and twentieth century ethnic cultures and racial categories.

The Maryland Colony dissolved the Indian reservations in the 18th century. In the 19th century, census enumerators classified most of the Piscataway individuals as "free people of color", "Free Negro[image: External link]"[28] or "mulatto" on state and federal census records, largely because of their intermarriage with blacks and Europeans. The dramatic drop in Native American populations due to infectious disease[image: External link] and warfare, plus a racial segregation based on slavery[image: External link], led to a binary view of race in the former colony. By contrast, Catholic parish records in Maryland and some ethnographic reports accepted Piscataway self-identification and continuity of culture as Indians, regardless of mixed ancestry. Such a binary division of society in the South increased after the American Civil War and the emancipation of slaves. Southern whites struggled to regain political and social dominance of their societies during and after the Reconstruction era[image: External link]. They were intent on controlling the freedmen[image: External link] and asserting white supremacy[image: External link].
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 Revitalization: 20th century to present




Although a few families identified as Piscataway by the early 20th century, prevailing racial attitudes during the late 19th century, and imposition of Jim Crow[image: External link] policies, over-determined official classification of minority groups of color as black. In the 20th century, Virginia and other southern states passed laws to enforce the "one-drop rule[image: External link]", classifying anyone with a discernible amount of African[image: External link] ancestry as " negro[image: External link]", " mulatto[image: External link]", or " black[image: External link]". For instance, in Virginia, Walter Plecker[image: External link], Registrar of Statistics, ordered records to be changed so that members of Indian families were recorded as black, resulting in Indian families losing their ethnic identification.[29]

Phillip Sheridan Proctor, later known as Turkey Tayac[image: External link], was born in 1895. Proctor revived the use of the title tayac, a hereditary office which he claimed had been handed down to him. Turkey Tayac was instrumental in the revival of American Indian[image: External link] culture among Piscataway and other Indian descendants throughout the Mid-Atlantic and Southeast. He was allied with the American Indian Movement[image: External link] Project for revitalization.

Chief Turkey Tayac[image: External link] was a prominent figure in the early and mid-twentieth century cultural revitalization movements. His leadership inspired tribes other than the Piscataway, and revival has also occurred among other Southeastern American Indian[image: External link] communities. These include the Lumbee[image: External link], Nanticoke[image: External link], and Powhatan[image: External link] of the Atlantic coastal plain. Assuming the traditional leadership title "tayac" during an era when American Indian identity was being regulated to some extent by blood quantum[image: External link], outlined in the Indian Reorganization Act[image: External link], Chief Turkey Tayac organized a movement for American Indian peoples that gave priority to their self-identification.


"There are still Indian people in southern Maryland, living without a reservation in the vicinity of US 301 between La Plata[image: External link] and Brandywine[image: External link]. They are formally organized into several groups, all bearing the Piscataway name."[30]



After Chief Turkey Tayac died in 1978, the Piscataway split into the Piscataway Conoy Confederacy and Subtribes (PCCS), the Cedarville Band of Piscataway Indians, and the Piscataway Indian Nation. These three organizations have disagreed over a number of issues: seeking state and federal tribal recognition, developing casinos on their land if recognition were gained, and determining which groups were legitimately Piscataway.[2][31][32]

Two organized Piscataway groups have formed:


	
Piscataway Indian Nation and Tayac Territory[image: External link] headed by Billy Redwing Tayac, indigenous rights[image: External link] activist and son of the late Chief Turkey Tayac;

	Piscataway Conoy Tribe, which is split between two tribal entities:[33]

	Piscataway Conoy Confederacy and Sub-Tribes

	Cedarville Band of Piscataway Indians, led by Natalie Proctor.[32]








In the 1990s, the State of Maryland appointed a panel of anthropologists, genealogists, and historians to review primary sources related to Piscataway genealogy. The panel concluded that some contemporary self-identified Piscataway descended from the historic Piscataway.[34]

In 1996 the Maryland Commission on Indian Affairs (MCIA) suggested granting state recognition to the Picataway Conoy Confederacy and Subtribes. Critics were concerned about some of the development interests that backed the Piscataway Conoy campaign, and feared gaming interests. (Since the late twentieth century, many recognized tribes have established casinos and gaming entertainment on their reservations to raise revenues.) Gov. Parris Glendening[image: External link], who was opposed to gambling, denied the tribe's request.[2]

In 2004, Governor Bob Ehrlich[image: External link] also denied the Piscataway Conoy's renewed attempt for state recognition, stating that they failed to prove that they were descendants of the historical Piscataway Indians, as required by state law. Throughout this effort, the Piscataway-Conoy stated they had no intent to build and operate casinos.[2][31]

In December 2011, the Maryland Commission on Indian Affairs stated that the Piscataway had provided adequate documentation of their history and recommended recognition. On January 9, 2012, Gov. Martin O'Malley[image: External link] issued executive orders recognizing all three Piscataway groups as Native American tribes. As part of the agreement that led to recognition, the tribes renounced any plans to launch gambling enterprises, and the executive orders state that the tribes do not grant any special "gambling privileges".[35]
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Nacotchtank






The Nacotchtank were a native Algonquian[image: External link] people who lived in the area of what is now Washington, D.C. during the 17th century. Their principal village (also named Nacotchtank) was situated within the modern borders of the District of Columbia, on the eastern bank of a small river that still bears an anglicised variant of their name — the Anacostia.

The Nacotchtank seem to have been associated with the larger Piscataway[image: External link], whose Tayac or grand chief ruled over a loose confederacy of area tribes. Another closely related tribe was the Doeg[image: External link], whose homeland was on what is now the Virginia[image: External link] side of the Potomac, in the area around Fairfax[image: External link], Prince William[image: External link], and Stafford[image: External link] counties. All of these groups are thought to have spoken the Piscataway[image: External link] (or similar) variant of the Nanticoke language[image: External link].

Encounters with the English

The Nacotchtank were first recorded by Captain John Smith[image: External link], who visited their palisaded[image: External link] village in 1608, and found them friendly. He noted that their main village had 80 fighting men, with a total population of about 300. It was an important trading center; tribes as distant as the Iroquois[image: External link] of New York[image: External link] would come to trade beaver[image: External link] pelts. The name Nacotchtank, existing in several historical variants including Nacostine, Anacostine, Anaquashtank, Nacothtant, Nachatanke etc., is said to mean "Trading village".

In 1622, Captain Henry Fleet took a party of English, together with their Patawomeck[image: External link] allies, to attack the rival Nacotchtank, killing 18 and burning their village. After the Nacotchtank took Fleet captive the following year, they held him for 5 years, during which time he learned their language. After escaping in 1628, he returned to Nacotchtank in 1632 and obtained "800 weight" of pelts.

He was told the Nacotchtank enjoyed a monopoly[image: External link] among area tribes on fur trade[image: External link] with the Iroquois. Fleet noted another of their villages called Tohoga, roughly the site of modern Georgetown. Two years later when the colony of Maryland[image: External link] was established, Fleet was still there as a trader, as related by the Jesuits[image: External link].

Around 1668, greatly depopulated from Eurasian[image: External link] infectious diseases[image: External link] endemic[image: External link] to the English, to which they had no immunity[image: External link], the Nacotchtank relocated to Anacostine Island (present-day Theodore Roosevelt Island.) Remnants and descendants likely merged with the Piscataway.
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Catholic Missions






Missionary[image: External link] work of the Catholic Church[image: External link] has often been undertaken outside the geographically defined parishes[image: External link] and dioceses[image: External link] by religious orders[image: External link] who have people and material resources to spare, and some of which specialized in missions. Eventually, parishes and dioceses would be organized worldwide, often after an intermediate phase as an apostolic prefecture[image: External link] or apostolic vicariate[image: External link].
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The New Testament missionary outreach of the Christian church from the time of St Paul[image: External link] was extensive throughout the Roman Empire[image: External link].


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Middle Ages




During the Middle Ages Christian monasteries[image: External link] and missionaries such as Saint Patrick[image: External link] and Adalbert of Prague[image: External link] propagated learning and religion beyond the boundaries of the old Roman Empire. In the seventh century Gregory the Great[image: External link] sent missionaries, including Augustine of Canterbury[image: External link], into England. The Hiberno-Scottish mission[image: External link] began in 563.

In the late thirteenth and early fourteenth centuries, Franciscans[image: External link] such as William of Rubruck[image: External link], John of Montecorvino[image: External link], and Giovanni ed' Magnolia were sent as missionaries to the Near and Far East. Their travels took them as far as China in an attempt to convert the advancing Mongols[image: External link], especially the Great Khans[image: External link] of the Mongol Empire. (Also see Catholic Church in China[image: External link].)
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Main article: Catholic Church and the Age of Discovery[image: External link]


During the Age of Discovery[image: External link], the Roman Catholic Church[image: External link] established a number of missions[image: External link] in the Americas and other colonies through the Augustinians[image: External link], Franciscans[image: External link], and Dominicans[image: External link] in order to spread Christianity in the New World and to convert the Native Americans[image: External link] and other indigenous people. At the same time, missionaries such as Francis Xavier[image: External link] as well as other Jesuits[image: External link], Augustinians, Franciscans, and Dominicans were moving into Asia and the far East. The Portuguese sent missions into Africa. These are some of the most well-known missions in history.

In the empires ruled by both Portugal[image: External link] and Spain[image: External link], religion was an integral part of the state and evangelization was seen as having both secular and spiritual benefits. Wherever these powers attempted to expand their territories or influence, missionaries would soon follow. By the Treaty of Tordesillas[image: External link], the two powers divided the world between them into exclusive spheres of influence, trade, and colonization. The Roman Catholic world order was challenged by the Netherlands[image: External link] and England[image: External link]. Theoretically, it was repudiated by Grotius[image: External link]'s Mare Liberum. Portugal's and Spain's colonial policies were also challenged by the Roman Catholic Church itself. The Vatican[image: External link] founded the Congregatio de Propaganda Fide[image: External link] in 1622 and attempted to separate the churches from the influence of the Iberian[image: External link] kingdoms.

While missions in areas ruled by Spanish and Portuguese, and to a lesser extent, the French, are associated with cultural imperialism[image: External link] and oppression, and often operated under the sponsorship and consent of colonial governments, those in other portions of the world (notably Matteo Ricci[image: External link]'s Jesuit[image: External link] mission to China, and the work of other Jesuit missionaries in the Nagasaki region in Japan) were focused on the conversion of individuals within existing social and political structures, and often operated without the consent of local government.
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Main article: Catholic Church in India[image: External link]
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Main article: Catholic Church in India § History[image: External link]


John of Monte Corvino[image: External link] was a Franciscan sent to China to become prelate of Peking in around 1307. He traveled from Persia and moved down by sea to India in 1291, to the Madras[image: External link] region or “Country of St. Thomas.” There he preached for thirteen months and baptized about one hundred people. From there Monte Corvino wrote home, in December 1291 (or 1292), giving one of the earliest noteworthy accounts of the Coromandel coast furnished by any Western European. Traveling by sea from Mailapur, he reached China in 1294, appearing in the capital “Cambaliech” (now Beijing).[1]

Friar Odoric of Pordenone[image: External link] arrived in India in 1321. He visited Malabar, touching at Pandarani (20 m. north of Calicut) at Cranganore and at Kulam or Quilon, proceeding thence, apparently, to Ceylon and to the shrine of St Thomas at Maylapur near Madras. He writes that he had found the place where Thomas was buried.

The French Dominican missionary Father Jordanus[image: External link] Catalani followed in 1321-22. He reported to Rome, apparently from somewhere on the west coast of India, that he had given Christian burial to four martyred monks. Jordanus is known for his 1329 “Mirabilia” describing the marvels of the East: he furnished the best account of Indian regions and the Christians, the products, climate, manners, customs, fauna and flori given by any European in the Middle Ages – superior even to Marco Polo’s.

In 1347, Giovanni de Marignolli[image: External link] visited the shrine of St Thomas near the modern Madras, and then proceeded to what he calls the kingdom of Saba and identifies with the Sheba of Scripture, but which seems from various particulars to have been Java. Taking ship again for Malabar on his way to Europe, he encountered great storms.

Another prominent Indian traveler was Joseph, priest over Cranganore. He journeyed to Babylon in 1490 and then sailed to Europe and visited Portugal, Rome, and Venice before returning to India. He helped to write a book about his travels entitled The Travels of Joseph the Indian which was widely disseminated across Europe.
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Main article: Catholic Church in India § History[image: External link]


The introduction of Catholicism in India begins from the first decade of 1500, with the arrival of the Portuguese missionaries there. In the 16th century, the proselytization of Asia was linked to the Portuguese colonial policy[image: External link]. With the Papal bull[image: External link] Romanus Pontifex[image: External link][2] written on 8 January 1455 by Pope Nicholas V[image: External link] to King Afonso V[image: External link] of Portugal[image: External link], the patronage for the propagation of the Christian faith (see " Padroado[image: External link]") in Asia was given to the Portuguese, who were rewarded with the right of conquest.[3] The missionaries of the different orders ( Franciscans[image: External link], Dominicans[image: External link], Jesuits[image: External link], Augustinians[image: External link], etc.) flocked out with the conquerors, and began at once to build churches along the coastal districts wherever the Portuguese power made itself felt.

The history of Portuguese missionaries in India starts with the neo-apostles who reached Kappad[image: External link] near Kozhikode on 20 May 1498 along with Vasco da Gama[image: External link],[4] which represented less than 2% of the total population[5] and was the largest Christian church within India.[4] He was seeking to form anti- Islamic[image: External link] alliances with pre-existing Christian nations. The lucrative spice trade attracted the Portuguese crown.[6]

During the second expedition under Captain Pedro Álvares Cabral[image: External link], the Portuguese fleet consisted of 13 ships and 18 priests anchored at Cochin on 26 November 1500. Cabral soon won the goodwill of the Raja of Cochin[image: External link] who allowed four priests to do apostolic work among the early Christian communities scattered in and around Cochin. Thus missionaries established a Portuguese mission in 1500. Dom Francisco de Almeida[image: External link], the first Portuguese Viceroy, got permission from the Kochi Raja to build two church edifices – Santa Cruz Basilica[image: External link] (1505) and St. Francis Church[image: External link] (1506) using stones and mortar which were unheard of at that time, as local prejudices were against such a structure except for a royal palace or a temple.

In the beginning of the 16th century, the whole of the East was under the jurisdiction of the Archdiocese of Lisbon[image: External link]. On 12 June 1514, Cochin and Goa became two prominent mission stations under the newly created Diocese of Funchal[image: External link] in Madeira[image: External link], in the Atlantic. In 1534 Pope Paul III[image: External link] by the Bull Quequem Reputamus raised Funchal to an archdiocese[image: External link] with Goa[image: External link] as its suffragan[image: External link], placing the whole of India under the diocese of Goa[image: External link]. This created an episcopal see[image: External link] – suffragan[image: External link] to Funchal[image: External link], with a jurisdiction extending potentially over all past and future conquests from the Cape of Good Hope[image: External link] to China[image: External link].

After four decades of prosperous trading, the missionaries started the proselytization around 1540 and the newly founded Society of Jesus[image: External link] arrived in Goa. The Portuguese colonial government supported the mission and the baptized Christians were given incentives like rice donations and good positions in their colonies. Hence, these Christians were dubbed Rice Christians[image: External link], and might have continued in their old religious practices. At the same time many New Christians[image: External link] from Portugal migrated to India as a result of the inquisition in Portugal[image: External link]. Many of them were suspected of being Crypto-Jews[image: External link], converted Jews who were secretly practicing their old religion, and were considered a threat to the solidarity of Christian belief.[7] Saint Francis Xavier[image: External link], in a 1545 letter to John III of Portugal[image: External link], requested the Goan Inquisition[image: External link],[7][8] which is considered a blot on the history of Roman Catholic Christianity in India, both by Christians and non-Christians alike.

In 1557 Goa[image: External link] was made an independent archbishopric, with suffragan sees at Cochin[image: External link] and Malacca[image: External link]. The whole of the East was under the jurisdiction of Goa[image: External link] and its boundaries extended to almost half of the world: from the Cape of Good Hope in South Africa, to Burma, China, and Japan in East Asia. In 1576 the suffragan See of Macao (China) was added, and in 1588 that of Funai in Japan.

Iin 1597 the death of the last metropolitan bishop[image: External link], Archdeacon Abraham of the Saint Thomas Christians[image: External link], an ancient body formerly part of the Church of the East[image: External link][9][10] gave the then Archbishop of Goa Menezes[image: External link] an opportunity to bring the native church under the authority of the Roman Catholic Church. He was able to secure the submission of Archdeacon George[image: External link], the highest remaining representative of the native church hierarchy. Menezes convened the Synod of Diamper[image: External link] between 20 and 26 June 1599,[11] which introduced a number of reforms to the church and brought it fully into the Latin Rite[image: External link] of the Catholic Church. Following the Synod, Menezes consecrated Jesuit Francis Ros as Archbishop of the Archdiocese of Angamalé for the Saint Thomas Christians – another suffragan see to Archdiocese of Goa – and Latinisation[image: External link] of St Thomas Christians started. Most eventually accepted the Catholic faith but some switched to West Syrian rite. The Saint Thomas Christians[image: External link] were pressured to acknowledge the authority of the Pope[image: External link].[11] Resentment of these measures led to some part of the community to join the Archdeacon[image: External link] Thomas[image: External link] in swearing never to submit to the Portuguese or to accept Communion with Rome, in the Coonan Cross Oath[image: External link] in 1653.

The Diocese of Angamaly[image: External link] was transferred to Diocese of Craganore in 1605, and in 1606 a sixth suffragan see to Goa was established at San Thome, Mylapore, near the modern Madras. The suffragan sees added later to Goa were the prelacy of Mozambique in 1612 and Peking and Nanking in China in 1690.

Missionary work progressed on a large scale and with great success along the western coasts, chiefly at Chaul, Bombay, Salsette, Bassein, Damao, and Diu, as well as on the eastern coasts at San Thome of Mylapore as far as Bengal. In the southern districts the Jesuit mission in Madura was the most famous. It extended to the Krishna River, with a number of outlying stations beyond it. The mission of Cochin on the Malabar Coast was also one of the most fruitful. Several missions were also established in the interior northwards, e.g., that of Agra and Lahore in 1570 and that of Tibet in 1624. Still, even with these efforts, the greater part even of the coast line was by no means fully worked, and many vast tracts of the interior northwards were practically untouched.

With the decline of Portuguese power other colonial powers – the Dutch and British and Christian organisations – gained influence.
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Portuguese shipping arrived in Japan in 1543[12] and Catholic missionary activities in Japan began in earnest around 1549, performed in the main by Portuguese[image: External link]-sponsored Jesuits[image: External link] until Spanish[image: External link]-sponsored mendicant[image: External link] orders such as the Franciscans[image: External link] and Dominicans[image: External link] gained access to Japan. Of the 95 Jesuits who worked in Japan up to 1600, 57 were Portuguese, 20 were Spaniards and 18 Italian.[13] Jesuit Fathers Francisco Xavier[image: External link],[14][15] Cosme de Torres, and John Fernandes were the first to arrive at Kagoshima[image: External link] with hopes of bringing Christianity and Catholicism to Japan.

Spain and Portugal disputed the attribution of Japan. Since neither could colonize it, the exclusive right to propagate Christianity in Japan meant the exclusive right to trade with Japan. Portuguese-sponsored Jesuits under Alessandro Valignano[image: External link] took the lead in proselytizing in Japan over the objection of the Spaniards. This fait accompli was approved in Pope Gregory XIII[image: External link]'s papal bull[image: External link] of 1575, which decided that Japan belonged to the Portuguese diocese of Macau[image: External link]. In 1588 the diocese of Funai ( Nagasaki[image: External link]) was founded under Portuguese protection.

In rivalry with the Jesuits, Spanish-sponsored mendicant orders[image: External link] entered Japan via Manila[image: External link]. While criticizing Jesuit activities, they actively lobbied the Pope. Their campaigns resulted in Pope Clement VIII[image: External link]'s decree of 1600 which allowed Spanish friars[image: External link] to enter Japan via the Portuguese Indies, and Pope Paul V[image: External link]'s decree of 1608 which abolished the restrictions on the route. The Portuguese accused Spanish Jesuits of working for their homeland instead of their patron.
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The history of the missions of the Jesuits[image: External link] in China[image: External link] in the early modern era stands as one of the notable events in the early history of relations between China and the Western world[image: External link], as well as a prominent example of relations between two cultures and belief systems in the pre-modern age. The missionary efforts and other work of the Society of Jesus, or Jesuits, between the 16th and 17th century played a significant role in introducing Western[image: External link] knowledge, science, and culture to China. Their work laid much of the foundation for much of Christian culture in Chinese society[image: External link] today. Members of the Jesuit delegation to China were perhaps the most influential Christian[image: External link] missionaries in that country between the earliest period of the religion up until the 19th century, when significant numbers of Catholic and Protestant[image: External link] missions developed.

The first attempt by Jesuits[image: External link] to reach China[image: External link] was made in 1552 by St. Francis Xavier[image: External link], Spanish priest and missionary and founding member of the Society. Xavier, however, died the same year on the Chinese island of Shangchuan[image: External link], without having reached the mainland. Three decades later, in 1582, led by several figures including the prominent Italian[image: External link] Matteo Ricci[image: External link], Jesuits once again initiated mission[image: External link] work in China, ultimately introducing Western science, mathematics, astronomy, and visual arts to the imperial court[image: External link], and carrying on significant inter-cultural and philosophical[image: External link] dialogue[image: External link] with Chinese scholars, particularly representatives of Confucianism[image: External link]. At the time of their peak influence, members of the Jesuit delegation were considered some of the emperor[image: External link]'s most valued and trusted advisors, holding numerous prestigious posts in the imperial government. Many Chinese, including notable former Confucian scholars, adopted Christianity and became priests and members of the Society of Jesus.

The Jesuits[image: External link] first arrived in China in 1574. Major figures were two Italian[image: External link] Jesuits, Michele Ruggieri[image: External link] (1543–1607) and Matteo Ricci[image: External link] (1552–1610).

By 1610, more than two thousand Chinese from all levels of society had confessed their faith in Jesus Christ[image: External link].

Clark has summarized as follows:


"When all is said and done, one must recognize gladly that the Jesuits made a shining contribution to mission outreach and policy in China. They made no fatal compromises, and where they skirted this in their guarded accommodation to the Chinese reverence for ancestors, their major thrust was both Christian and wise. They succeeded in rendering Christianity at least respectable and even credible to the sophisticated Chinese, no mean accomplishment."[16]



The Jesuits introduced Western science and astronomy, then undergoing its own revolution, to China. "Jesuits were accepted in late Ming court circles as foreign literati, regarded as impressive especially for their knowledge of astronomy, calendar-making, mathematics, hydraulics, and geography."[17] This influence worked in both directions:


[The Jesuits] made efforts to translate western mathematical and astronomical works into Chinese and aroused the interest of Chinese scholars in these sciences. They made very extensive astronomical observation and carried out the first modern cartographic work in China. They also learned to appreciate the scientific achievements of this ancient culture and made them known in Europe. Through their correspondence European scientists first learned about the Chinese science and culture.[18]



The Jesuits were very active in transmitting Chinese knowledge to Europe, such as translating Confucius[image: External link]'s works into European languages. Ricci had already started to report on the thoughts of Confucius, and Father Prospero Intorcetta published the life and works of Confucius in Latin[image: External link] in 1687.[19] It is thought that such works had considerable importance on European thinkers of the period, particularly those who were interested by the integration of the system of morality of Confucius into Christianity[image: External link].[20][21]
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Main article: Franciscan missions to the Maya[image: External link]


There are records of Franciscan[image: External link] activity on the American continent[image: External link] as early as 1519. Throughout the early 16th century the mission movement spread from the Caribbean[image: External link] to Mexico[image: External link], Central America[image: External link], parts of South America[image: External link], and the Southwest United States[image: External link].[22]

The goal of the Franciscan[image: External link] missions was to spread the Christian faith[image: External link] to the people of the New World[image: External link] through "word and example".[23] Spreading Christianity[image: External link] to the newly discovered continent was a top priority, but only one piece of the Spanish colonization system. The influence of the Franciscans[image: External link], considering that missionaries[image: External link] are sometimes seen as tools of imperialism[image: External link],[24] enabled other objectives to be reached, such as the extension of Spanish language[image: External link], culture, and political control to the New World[image: External link]. A goal was to change the agricultural or nomadic Indian into a model of the Spanish people and society. Basically, the aim was for urbanization[image: External link]. The missions achieved this by “offering gifts and persuasion…and safety from enemies.” This protection also offered security for the Spanish military operation, since there would be theoretically less warring if the natives were pacified. Thus the missionaries assisted with another aim of the colonizers.[25]
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Main article: Spanish missions in California[image: External link]


Between 1769 and 1823, Spanish[image: External link] members of the Franciscan[image: External link] Order established and operated 21 missions in California to convert the Native Americans[image: External link]. This was the first major effort by Europeans[image: External link] to colonize the Pacific Coast[image: External link] region and gave Spain a valuable toehold on this frontier. The settlers introduced European livestock[image: External link], fruits[image: External link], vegetables[image: External link], and industry[image: External link] but Spanish occupation also brought negative consequences to the native populations. Today the missions are among the state's oldest structures and most-visited historic monuments; many of them also remain in operation as Catholic churches.
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Main article: Spanish missions in New Mexico[image: External link]


The missions in New Mexico were established by Franciscan friars to convert the local Pueblo[image: External link], Navajo[image: External link], and Apache[image: External link]s. The first permanent settlement was Mission San Gabriel in 1598 near what is now known as the San Juan Pueblo[image: External link].
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Catholic missionary work has undergone profound change since the Second Vatican Council[image: External link].[27] It has prioritized social justice[image: External link] issues and striven to avoid the dangers of cultural imperialism or economic exploitation that had often accompanied religious conversion. Christian missionaries recognize that working for justice is a constitutive part of preaching the Gospel[28] and usually observe the principles of inculturation[image: External link] in their missionary work. Before Vatican II "baptism of desire[image: External link]" and salvation outside the Catholic Church were allowed very little scope.[29] With the Council's emphasis on individual conscience,[30] baptism is seen not only as the Ordinary means of salvation but as a vocation call for Christians to spread the good news[image: External link] of God's love to all peoples by their practice of true charity, that is universal and inclusive of all God's children.[31]

The Church on mission through its various religious and lay associations is today much more involved in an option for the poor[image: External link] and integral human development than in proselytizing. In 2016 Pope Francis[image: External link] formed a Department for Promoting Integral Human Development[image: External link] in the Roman Curia to oversee numerous Catholic outreach programs fostered directly by the Vatican[image: External link]. Not that such missions are new; Caritas Internationalis[image: External link] is a confederation of Catholic[image: External link]  relief[image: External link],  development[image: External link], and social service organisations that date back since just after Pope Leo XIII[image: External link]'s social encyclical Rerum novarum[image: External link] in 1893. And today Jesuit missions, as in Africa and India, are more involved in educating and further assisting the poorest rural populations[image: External link], such as the Dalits[image: External link] and Adivasi[image: External link] in India, then in direct conversion efforts. This is true also in China where proselytizing was forbidden but many Christians assisted with language studies.[32] The present practice in Asia and Africa is detailed in the articles on hundreds of educational institutions[image: External link] and development centres[image: External link] that the Jesuits administer. Much the same can be said of other Catholic lay and religious groups and their contemporary missions.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Alumni




Main article: List of Roman Catholic missionaries[image: External link]
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Anacostia River





The Anacostia River /aene'kastie /[image: External link] is a river in the Mid Atlantic region of the United States. It flows from Prince George's County in Maryland into Washington, D.C., where it joins with the Washington Channel[image: External link] to empty into the Potomac River at Buzzard Point[image: External link]. It is approximately 8.7 miles (14.0 km) long.[1] The name "Anacostia" derives from the area's early history as Nacotchtank, a settlement of Necostan or Anacostan Native Americans[image: External link] on the banks of the Anacostia River.

Heavy pollution[image: External link] in the Anacostia and weak investment and development[image: External link] along its banks have led to it becoming what many have called "D.C.'s forgotten river." In recent years, however, private organizations, local businesses, and the D.C., Maryland[image: External link] and federal governments have made joint efforts to reduce its pollution levels in order to protect the ecologically valuable Anacostia watershed[image: External link].
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The mainstem of the Anacostia is formed by the confluence[image: External link] of the Northwest Branch[image: External link] and the Northeast Branch[image: External link] just north of Bladensburg, Maryland[image: External link]. Tributaries[image: External link] of these sources include Sligo Creek[image: External link], Paint Branch[image: External link], Little Paint Branch, Indian Creek; Upper Beaverdam Creek, Dueling Branch, and Brier's Mill Run. Tributaries of the mainstem Anacostia include Watts Branch[image: External link], Lower Beaverdam Creek and Hickory Run.
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 Watershed




The watershed[image: External link] of the river roughly covers 176 sq mi (460 km2) in eastern Montgomery County and northern Prince George's County, as well as parts of Washington, D.C.
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Captain John Smith[image: External link] recorded in his journals that he sailed up the "Eastern Branch" or Anacostia River in 1608 in his search for the main branch of the Potomac River and was well received by the Anacostans. On earlier maps, the river was known as the "Eastern Branch of the Potomac River" until it received its current, official name.

The Washington City Canal operated from 1815 until the mid-1850s, initially connecting the Anacostia to Tiber Creek and the Potomac River; and later to the Chesapeake and Ohio Canal. The city canal fell into disuse in the late 19th century, and the city government covered over or filled in various sections.[2]

During the American Civil War, an extensive line of forts[image: External link] was constructed south of the river in order to prevent Confederate[image: External link] artillery from bombarding the Washington Navy Yard, which lies adjacent to the river.
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One of the biggest problems facing the Anacostia River is raw sewage[image: External link] that enters the river and its tributaries because of antiquated sewer[image: External link] systems. The sewage creates a public health threat because of fecal coliform bacteria[image: External link] and other pathogens[image: External link]; it also impairs water quality[image: External link] and can create hypoxic[image: External link] conditions that lead to large fish kills[image: External link].

The Anacostia Watershed Society (AWS) sued the Washington, D.C. Water and Sewer Authority (WASA) in 1999 for allowing more than 2,000,000,000 US gallons (7,600,000 m3) of combined sewage and urban runoff[image: External link] ( stormwater[image: External link]) to flow into the river via its antiquated combined sewer[image: External link] overflow system. In settling the lawsuit, WASA agreed to invest $140 million on pump station rehabilitation, pipe cleaning and maintenance and public notices of overflows.

Pursuant to a stormwater discharge permit issued by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency[image: External link] (EPA), the D.C. government is implementing a stormwater management program to improve water quality in the Anacostia.[3] The governments of Montgomery County and Prince George's County also operate stormwater management programs in their respective jurisdictions.[4][5]

In late 2004, AWS and other organizations announced plans to sue the Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission[image: External link] (WSSC) over similar problems with river contamination from the Maryland suburbs. According to WSSC, more than 4,000,000 US gallons (15,000 m3) of raw sewage were released into Anacostia tributaries between January 2001 and June 2004.

Another large source of river pollution is the Washington Navy Yard, which is sited alongside the river and is believed to be a source of PCB[image: External link] contaminants in the river and sediment.[6]

In May 2009, a Bandalong Litter Trap floating litter-control system was placed in the Watts Branch tributary of the Anacostia River as part of Mayor Adrian Fenty[image: External link]'s "Green DC Agenda."[7] In its first year of operation, it removed more than 500 pounds (230 kg) of floatable litter per month from the river.[8]
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The Bladensburg Waterfront Park, part of the Prince George's County Department of Parks and Recreation, currently occupies the banks of the Anacostia near Alternate Route 1[image: External link].[9] The Port Towns Community Boathouse at the park is home to the rowing crews of the University of Maryland[image: External link], The Catholic University of America, and several local high schools.[10]

The Anacostia Riverwalk Trail (partially complete as of June 2016) connects Bladensburg Waterfront Park the Tidal Basin via 28 miles (45 km) of paved, shared-use path with connections and spurs to the National Arboretum, Kenilworth Aquatic Gardens, Nationals Park, Maine Avenue Fish Market[image: External link], and other locations.[11]
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European colonization of the Americas






"American settlers" redirects here. For prehistoric settlers of the Americas, see Settlement of the Americas[image: External link].

"Conquest of America" redirects here. For other uses, see Conquest of America (disambiguation)[image: External link].

The European colonization[image: External link] of the Americas[image: External link] describes the history of the invasion, settlement and establishment of control of the continents of the Americas by various European powers.

The first European colonisation in the Americas began in the 10th or 11th century, when West Norse[image: External link] sailors explored and briefly settled limited areas on the shores of present-day Canada. They settled in Greenland before sailing to the Arctic[image: External link] region of North America[image: External link] and south alongside Canada where they settled there.[1] According to Icelandic Sagas[image: External link], violent conflicts with the indigenous population ultimately made the Norse abandon those settlements.

Extensive European colonization began in 1492, when a Spanish expedition[image: External link] headed by Christopher Columbus[image: External link] sailed west to find a new trade route to the Far East[image: External link] but inadvertently landed in what came to be known to Europeans as the "New World[image: External link]". Running aground on the northern part of Hispaniola[image: External link] on 5 December 1492, which the Taino people[image: External link] had inhabited since the 7th century, the site became the first European settlement in the Americas. European conquest, large-scale exploration and colonization soon followed. Columbus's first two voyages (1492–93) reached the Bahamas[image: External link] and various Caribbean[image: External link] islands, including Hispaniola, Puerto Rico and Cuba. In 1497, sailing from Bristol[image: External link] on behalf of England[image: External link], John Cabot[image: External link] landed on the North American[image: External link] coast, and a year later, Columbus's third voyage[image: External link] reached the South American coast. As the sponsor of Christopher Columbus's voyages[image: External link], Spain[image: External link] was the first European power to settle and colonize the largest areas, from North America and the Caribbean[image: External link] to the southern tip of South America[image: External link].

Other powers such as France[image: External link] also founded colonies in the Americas: in eastern North America, a number of Caribbean islands and small coastal parts of South America. Portugal[image: External link] colonized Brazil[image: External link], tried colonizing the coasts of present-day Canada and settled for extended periods northwest (on the east bank) of the River Plate[image: External link]. The Age of Exploration[image: External link] was the beginning of territorial expansion for several European countries. Europe had been preoccupied with internal wars, and was slowly recovering from the loss of population caused by the bubonic plague[image: External link]; thus the rapid rate at which it grew in wealth and power was unforeseeable in the early 15th century.[2]

Eventually, the entire Western Hemisphere[image: External link] came under the ostensible control of European governments, leading to profound changes to its landscape, population, and plant and animal life. In the 19th century alone over 50 million people left Europe for the Americas.[3] The post-1492 era is known as the period of the Columbian Exchange[image: External link], a dramatically widespread exchange of animals, plants, culture, human populations (including slaves[image: External link]), ideas and communicable disease[image: External link] between the American and Afro-Eurasian hemispheres following Columbus's voyages to the Americas.
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 Norse trans-oceanic contact




Main article: Norse colonization of the Americas[image: External link]


Norse[image: External link] journeys to Greenland and Canada are supported by historical and archaeological evidence.[4] A Norse colony in Greenland was established in the late 10th century, and lasted until the mid 15th century, with court and parliament assemblies ( þing[image: External link]) taking place at Brattahlíð[image: External link] and a bishop located at Garðar[image: External link].[5] The remains of a Norse settlement at L'Anse aux Meadows[image: External link] in Newfoundland[image: External link], Canada were discovered in 1960 and were dated to around the year 1000 (carbon dating estimate 990–1050 CE).[6] L'Anse aux Meadows is the only site widely accepted as evidence of pre-Columbian trans-oceanic contact. It was named a World Heritage site[image: External link] by UNESCO[image: External link] in 1978.[7] It is also notable for its possible connection with the attempted colony of Vinland[image: External link], established by Leif Erikson[image: External link] around the same period or, more broadly, with the West Norse colonization of the Americas[image: External link].[8]
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 Early conquests, claims and colonies




Early explorations and conquests were made by the Spanish[image: External link] and the Portuguese[image: External link] immediately following their own final reconquest[image: External link] of Iberia[image: External link] in 1492. In the 1494 Treaty of Tordesillas[image: External link], ratified by the Pope, these two kingdoms divided the entire non-European world into two areas of exploration and colonization, with a north to south boundary that cut through the Atlantic Ocean and the eastern part of present-day Brazil. Based on this treaty and on early claims by Spanish explorer Vasco Núñez de Balboa[image: External link], discoverer of the Pacific Ocean[image: External link] in 1513, the Spanish conquered large territories in North, Central and South America.

Spanish conquistador Hernán Cortés[image: External link] took over the Aztec Kingdom[image: External link] and Francisco Pizarro[image: External link] conquered the Inca Empire[image: External link]. As a result, by the mid-16th century, the Spanish Crown had gained control of much of western South America, Central America[image: External link] and southern North America[image: External link], in addition to its earlier Caribbean[image: External link] territories. Over this same timeframe, Portugal[image: External link] claimed lands in North America (Canada) and colonized much of eastern South America, naming it Santa Cruz and Brazil[image: External link].

Other European[image: External link] nations soon disputed the terms of the Treaty of Tordesillas. England and France[image: External link] attempted to plant colonies in the Americas in the 16th century, but these failed. England and France succeeded in establishing permanent colonies in the following century, along with the Dutch Republic[image: External link]. Some of these were on Caribbean islands, which had often already been conquered by the Spanish or depopulated by disease, while others were in eastern North America, which had not been colonized by Spain north of Florida[image: External link].

Early European possessions in North America included Spanish Florida[image: External link], Spanish New Mexico[image: External link], the English colonies of Virginia[image: External link] (with its North Atlantic[image: External link] offshoot, Bermuda) and New England[image: External link], the French colonies of Acadia[image: External link] and Canada[image: External link], the Swedish colony of New Sweden[image: External link], and the Dutch New Netherland[image: External link]. In the 18th century, Denmark–Norway[image: External link] revived its former colonies in Greenland, while the Russian Empire[image: External link] gained a foothold in Alaska[image: External link]. Denmark-Norway would later make several claims in the Caribbean, starting in the 1600s.

As more nations gained an interest in the colonization of the Americas, competition for territory became increasingly fierce. Colonists often faced the threat of attacks from neighboring colonies, as well as from indigenous tribes and pirates[image: External link].
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 Early state-sponsored colonists




Further information: Portugal in the Age of Discovery[image: External link], Spanish colonization of the Americas[image: External link], and First European colonization wave (15th century–19th century)[image: External link]


The first phase of well-financed European activity in the Americas began with the Atlantic Ocean crossings of Christopher Columbus (1492–1504), sponsored by Spain, whose original attempt was to find a new route to India and China, known as "the Indies[image: External link]". He was followed by other explorers such as John Cabot[image: External link], who was sponsored by England and reached Newfoundland. Pedro Álvares Cabral[image: External link] reached Brazil and claimed it for Portugal.

Amerigo Vespucci[image: External link], working for Portugal in voyages from 1497 to 1513, established that Columbus had reached a new set of continents. Cartographers[image: External link] still use a Latinized[image: External link] version of his first name, America, for the two continents. Other explorers included Giovanni da Verrazzano[image: External link], sponsored by France in 1524; the Portuguese João Vaz Corte-Real[image: External link] in Newfoundland; João Fernandes Lavrador[image: External link], Gaspar[image: External link] and Miguel Corte-Real[image: External link] and João Álvares Fagundes[image: External link], in Newfoundland, Greenland, Labrador, and Nova Scotia (from 1498 to 1502, and in 1520); Jacques Cartier[image: External link] (1491–1557), Henry Hudson[image: External link] (1560s–1611), and Samuel de Champlain[image: External link] (1567–1635), who explored the region of Canada he reestablished as New France[image: External link].

In 1513, Vasco Núñez de Balboa[image: External link] crossed the Isthmus of Panama[image: External link] and led the first European expedition to see the Pacific Ocean from the west coast of the New World[image: External link]. In an action with enduring historical import, Balboa claimed the Pacific Ocean and all the lands adjoining it for the Spanish Crown. It was 1517 before another expedition, from Cuba, visited Central America, landing on the coast of Yucatán[image: External link] in search of slaves[image: External link].

These explorations were followed, notably in the case of Spain, by a phase of conquest: The Spaniards, having just finished the Reconquista[image: External link] of Spain from Muslim rule, were the first to colonize the Americas, applying the same model of governing their European holdings to their territories of the New World[image: External link].

Ten years after Columbus's discovery, the administration of Hispaniola[image: External link] was given to Nicolás de Ovando[image: External link] of the Order of Alcántara[image: External link], founded during the Reconquista. As in the Iberian Peninsula[image: External link], the inhabitants of Hispaniola[image: External link] were given new landmasters, while religious orders[image: External link] handled the local administration. Progressively the encomienda[image: External link] system, which granted tribute (access to indigenous labor and taxation) to European settlers, was set in place.

A relatively common misconception is that a small number of conquistadores[image: External link] conquered vast territories, aided only by disease epidemics and their powerful caballeros[image: External link]. In fact, recent archaeological excavations have suggested a vast Spanish-Indian alliance numbering in the hundreds of thousands.[9] Hernán Cortés[image: External link] eventually conquered Mexico[image: External link] with the help of Tlaxcala[image: External link] in 1519–1521, while the conquest of the Incas[image: External link] was carried out by some 40,000 Incan renegades led by Francisco Pizarro[image: External link] in between 1532 and 1535.

Over the 1st century and a half after Columbus's voyages, the native population of the Americas plummeted by an estimated 80% (from around 50 million in 1492 to eight million in 1650[10]), mostly by outbreaks of Old World[image: External link] diseases[image: External link].

In 1532, Charles V, Holy Roman Emperor[image: External link] sent a vice-king to Mexico, Antonio de Mendoza[image: External link], in order to prevent Cortes' independentist drives, who definitively returned to Spain in 1540. Two years later, Charles V signed the New Laws[image: External link] (which replaced the Laws of Burgos[image: External link] of 1512) prohibiting slavery and the repartimientos[image: External link], but also claiming as his own all the American lands and all of the indigenous people as his own subjects.

When in May 1493, the Pope Alexander VI[image: External link] issued the Inter caetera[image: External link] bull granting the new lands to the Kingdom of Spain[image: External link], he requested in exchange an evangelization of the people[image: External link]. Thus, during Columbus[image: External link]'s second voyage, Benedictine[image: External link] friars accompanied him, along with twelve other priests. As slavery[image: External link] was prohibited between Christians, and could only be imposed in non-Christian prisoners of war or on men already sold as slaves, the debate on Christianization was particularly acute during the 16th century. In 1537, the papal bull Sublimis Deus[image: External link] definitively recognized that Native Americans possessed souls, thus prohibiting their enslavement, without putting an end to the debate. Some claimed that a native who had rebelled and then been captured could be enslaved nonetheless.

Later, the Valladolid debate[image: External link] between the Dominican priest Bartolomé de Las Casas[image: External link] and another Dominican philosopher[image: External link] Juan Ginés de Sepúlveda[image: External link] was held, with the former arguing that Native Americans were beings doted with souls, as all other human beings, while the latter argued to the contrary and justified their enslavement.

The process of Christianization was at first violent: when the first Franciscans[image: External link] arrived in Mexico in 1524, they burned the places dedicated to pagan cult, alienating much of the local population.[11] In the 1530s, they began to adapt Christian practices to local customs, including the building of new churches on the sites of ancient places of worship, leading to a mix of Old World Christianity with local religions.[11] The Spanish Roman Catholic Church[image: External link], needing the natives' labor and cooperation, evangelized in Quechua[image: External link], Nahuatl[image: External link], Guaraní[image: External link] and other Native American languages, contributing to the expansion of these indigenous languages and equipping some of them with writing systems. One of the first primitive schools for Native Americans was founded by Fray Pedro de Gante[image: External link] in 1523.

To reward their troops, the Conquistadores often allotted Indian towns to their troops and officers. Black African slaves were introduced to substitute for Native American labor in some locations—including the West Indies[image: External link], where the indigenous population was nearing extinction on many islands.

During this time, the Portuguese gradually switched from an initial plan of establishing trading posts to extensive colonization[image: External link] of what is now Brazil. They imported millions of slaves to run their plantations. The Portuguese and Spanish royal governments expected to rule these settlements and collect at least 20% of all treasure found (the Quinto Real[image: External link] collected by the Casa de Contratación[image: External link]), in addition to collecting all the taxes they could. By the late 16th century American silver[image: External link] accounted for one-fifth of Spain's total budget.[12] In the 16th century perhaps 240,000 Europeans entered American ports.[13][14]
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 The search for riches




Inspired by the Spanish riches from colonies founded upon the conquest of the Aztecs[image: External link], Incas[image: External link], and other large Native American populations in the 16th century, the first Englishmen to settle permanently in America hoped for some of the same rich discoveries when they established their first permanent settlement in Jamestown, Virginia[image: External link] in 1607. They were sponsored by common stock[image: External link] companies such as the chartered Virginia Company[image: External link] financed by wealthy Englishmen who exaggerated the economic potential of this new land. The main purpose of this colony was the hope of finding gold.[2]

It took strong leaders, like John Smith[image: External link], to convince the colonists of Jamestown that searching for gold was not taking care of their immediate needs for food and shelter and the biblical[image: External link] principle that "he who will not work shall not eat" (see 2 Thessalonians 3[image: External link]). The lack of food security[image: External link] leading to extremely high mortality rate was quite distressing and cause for despair among the colonists. To support the Colony, numerous supply missions[image: External link] were organized. Tobacco[image: External link] later became a cash crop, with the work of John Rolfe[image: External link] and others, for export and the sustaining economic driver of Virginia[image: External link] and the neighboring colony of Maryland.

From the beginning of Virginia's settlements in 1587 until the 1680s, the main source of labor and a large portion of the immigrants were indentured servants[image: External link] looking for new life in the overseas colonies. During the 17th century, indentured servants constituted three-quarters of all European immigrants to the Chesapeake region. Most of the indentured servants were teenagers from England with poor economic prospects at home. Their fathers signed the papers that gave them free passage to America and an unpaid job until they became of age. They were given food, clothing, housing and taught farming or household skills. American landowners were in need of laborers and were willing to pay for a laborer’s passage to America if they served them for several years. By selling passage for five to seven years worth of work they could then start out on their own in America.[15] Many of the migrants from England died in the first few years.[2]

Economic advantage also prompted the Darien Scheme[image: External link], an ill-fated venture by the Kingdom of Scotland[image: External link] to settle the Isthmus of Panama[image: External link] in the late 1690s. The Darien Scheme aimed to control trade through that part of the world and thereby promote Scotland into a world trading power. However, it was doomed by poor planning, short provisions, weak leadership, lack of demand for trade goods, and devastating disease.[16] The failure of the Darien Scheme was one of the factors that led the Kingdom of Scotland into the Act of Union 1707[image: External link] with the Kingdom of England[image: External link] creating the united Kingdom of Great Britain[image: External link] and giving Scotland commercial access to English, now British, colonies.[17]

In the French colonial regions, the focus of economy was on sugar plantations in Caribbean. In Canada the fur trade[image: External link] with the natives was important. About 16,000 French men and women became colonizers. The great majority became subsistence farmers along the St. Lawrence River[image: External link]. With a favorable disease environment and plenty of land and food, their numbers grew exponentially to 65,000 by 1760. Their colony was taken over by Britain in 1760, but social, religious, legal, cultural and economic changes were few in a society that clung tightly to its recently formed traditions.[18][19]
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 Religious immigration




Roman Catholics[image: External link] were the first major religious group to immigrate to the New World[image: External link], as settlers in the colonies of Portugal and Spain (and later, France) belonged to that faith. English and Dutch colonies, on the other hand, tended to be more religiously diverse. Settlers to these colonies included Anglicans, Dutch Calvinists[image: External link], English Puritans[image: External link] and other nonconformists[image: External link], English Catholics[image: External link], Scottish Presbyterians, French Huguenots[image: External link], German and Swedish Lutherans[image: External link], as well as Quakers[image: External link], Mennonites[image: External link], Amish[image: External link], Moravians[image: External link] and Jews of various nationalities.

Many groups of colonists went to the Americas searching for the right to practice their religion without persecution[image: External link]. The Protestant Reformation[image: External link] of the 16th century broke the unity of Western Christendom[image: External link] and led to the formation of numerous new religious sects, which often faced persecution by governmental authorities. In England, many people came to question the organization of the Church of England[image: External link] by the end of the 16th century. One of the primary manifestations of this was the Puritan[image: External link] movement, which sought to "purify" the existing Church of England of its many residual Catholic rites that they believed had no mention in the Bible.

A strong believer in the notion of rule by divine right[image: External link], Charles I[image: External link], King of England[image: External link] and Scotland[image: External link], persecuted religious dissenters. Waves of repression led to the migration of about 20,000 Puritans to New England between 1629 and 1642, where they founded multiple colonies. Later in the century, the new Pennsylvania colony was given to William Penn[image: External link] in settlement of a debt the king owed his father. Its government was set up by William Penn in about 1682 to become primarily a refuge for persecuted English Quakers; but others were welcomed. Baptists, Quakers[image: External link], German and Swiss Protestants and Anabaptists[image: External link] flocked to Pennsylvania. The lure of cheap land, religious freedom and the right to improve themselves with their own hand was very attractive.[20]
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 Forced immigration and enslavement




Main article: Atlantic slave trade[image: External link]


Slavery[image: External link] was a common practice in the Americas[image: External link] prior to the arrival of Europeans, as different American Indian groups captured and held other tribes' members as slaves.[21] Many of these captives were forced to undergo human sacrifice[image: External link] in Amerindian civilizations such as the Aztecs[image: External link]. In response to some enslavement of natives in the Caribbean[image: External link] during the early years, the Spanish Crown[image: External link] passed a series of laws prohibiting slavery[image: External link] as early as 1512. A new stricter set of laws was passed in 1542, called the New Laws of the Indies for the Good Treatment and Preservation of Indians, or simply New Laws[image: External link]. These were created to prevent the exploitation of the indigenous peoples by the encomenderos[image: External link] or landowners, by strictly limiting their power and dominion.[22] This helped curb Indian slavery considerably, though not completely. Later, with the arrival of other European colonial powers in the New World, the enslavement of native populations increased, as these empires lacked legislation against slavery until decades later. The population of indigenous peoples declined (mostly from European diseases, but also from forced exploitation and atrocities). Later, native workers were replaced by Africans imported through a large commercial slave trade.

By the 18th century, the overwhelming number of black slaves was such that Amerindian[image: External link] slavery was less commonly used. Africans, who were taken aboard slave ships to the Americas, were primarily obtained from their African homelands by coastal tribes who captured and sold them. Europeans traded for slaves with the slave capturers of the local native African tribes in exchange for rum, guns, gunpowder, and other manufactures.
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 Slavery




The total slave trade to islands in the Caribbean[image: External link], Brazil, Mexico and to the United States is estimated to have involved 12 million Africans.[23][24] The vast majority of these slaves went to sugar colonies in the Caribbean and to Brazil, where life expectancy was short and the numbers had to be continually replenished. At most about 600,000 African slaves were imported into the U.S., or 5% of the 12 million slaves brought across from Africa.[25] Life expectancy was much higher in the U.S. (because of better food, less disease, lighter work loads, and better medical care) so the numbers grew rapidly by excesses of births over deaths, reaching 4 million by the 1860 Census. From 1770 until 1860, the rate of natural growth of North American slaves was much greater than for the population of any nation in Europe, and was nearly twice as rapid as that of England.[26]

Slaves imported to the Thirteen colonies[image: External link]/United States by time period:[27]


	1619–1700 – 21,000

	1701–1760 – 189,000

	1761–1770 – 63,000

	1771–1790 – 56,000

	1791–1800 – 79,000

	1801–1810 – 124,000[28]


	1810–1865 – 51,000

	Total – 597,000
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 Disease and indigenous population loss




See also: Disease in colonial America[image: External link] and Native American disease and epidemics[image: External link]


The European lifestyle included a long history of sharing close quarters with domesticated animals such as cows, pigs, sheep, goats, horses, and various domesticated fowl[image: External link], from which many diseases originally stemmed. Thus, in contrast to the indigenous people, Europeans had developed a richer endowment of antibodies.[29] The large-scale contact with Europeans after 1492 introduced novel germs to the indigenous people of the Americas[image: External link].

Epidemics of smallpox[image: External link] (1518, 1521, 1525, 1558, 1589), typhus[image: External link] (1546), influenza[image: External link] (1558), diphtheria[image: External link] (1614) and measles[image: External link] (1618) swept the Americas subsequent to European contact,[30][31] killing between 10 million and 100 million[32] people, up to 95% of the indigenous population[image: External link] of the Americas.[33] The cultural and political instability attending these losses appears to have been of substantial aid in the efforts of various colonists in New England and Massachusetts to acquire control over the great wealth in land and resources of which indigenous societies had customarily made use.[34]

Such diseases yielded human mortality of an unquestionably enormous gravity and scale – and this has profoundly confused efforts to determine its full extent with any true precision. Estimates of the pre-Columbian population of the Americas[image: External link] vary tremendously.

Others have argued that significant variations in population size over pre-Columbian history are reason to view higher-end estimates with caution. Such estimates may reflect historical population maxima, while indigenous populations may have been at a level somewhat below these maxima or in a moment of decline in the period just prior to contact with Europeans. Indigenous populations hit their ultimate lows in most areas of the Americas in the early 20th century; in a number of cases, growth has returned.[35]
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 Impact of colonial land ownership on long-term development




Geographic differences between the colonies played a large determinant in the types of political and economic systems that later developed. In their paper on institutions and long-run growth, economists Daron Acemoğlu[image: External link], Simon Johnson[image: External link], and James A. Robinson[image: External link] argue that certain natural endowments gave rise to distinct colonial policies promoting either smallholder or coerced labor production.[36] Densely settled populations, for example, were more easily exploitable and profitable as slave labor. In these regions, landowning elites were economically incentivized to develop forced labor arrangements such as the Peru mit'a[image: External link] system or Argentinian latifundias[image: External link] without regard for democratic norms. French and British colonial leaders, conversely, were incentivized to develop capitalist markets, property rights, and democratic institutions in response to natural environments that supported smallholder production over forced labor.

James Mahoney, a professor at Northwestern University, proposes that colonial policy choices made at critical junctures regarding land ownership in coffee-rich Central America fostered enduring path dependent[image: External link] institutions.[37] Coffee economies in Guatemala and El Salvador, for example, were centralized around large plantations that operated under coercive labor systems. By the 19th century, their political structures were largely authoritarian and militarized. In Colombia and Costa Rica, conversely, liberal reforms were enacted at critical junctures to expand commercial agriculture, and they ultimately raised the bargaining power of the middle class. Both nations eventually developed more democratic and egalitarian institutions than their highly concentrated landowning counterparts.
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 List of European colonies in the Americas





	Spanish[image: External link]




	
Cuba (until 1898)

	
New Granada[image: External link] (1717–1819)

	Captaincy General of Venezuela[image: External link]





	
New Spain[image: External link] (1535–1821)

	Nueva Extremadura[image: External link]

	Nueva Galicia[image: External link]

	Nuevo Reino de León[image: External link]

	Nuevo Santander[image: External link]

	Nueva Vizcaya[image: External link]

	Las Californias[image: External link]

	Santa Fe de Nuevo México[image: External link]





	
Viceroyalty of Peru[image: External link] (1542–1824)

	Captaincy General of Chile[image: External link]





	
Puerto Rico (1493–1898)

	
Rio de la Plata[image: External link] (1776–1814)

	
Hispaniola[image: External link] (1493-1865); the island currently comprising Haiti and the Dominican Republic, under Spanish rule in whole or in part from 1492-1865.




	English and (after 1707) British[image: External link]



Further information: List of Hudson's Bay Company trading posts[image: External link]



	
British America[image: External link] (1607– 1783)

	
Thirteen Colonies (1607–1783)

	
Rupert's Land[image: External link] (1670–1870)

	
British Columbia[image: External link] (1793–1871)

	
British North America[image: External link] (1783– 1907)





	British West Indies[image: External link]

	Belize




	Courland[image: External link]




	
New Courland[image: External link] ( Tobago[image: External link]) (1654–1689)




	Danish[image: External link]




	
Danish West Indies[image: External link] (1754–1917)

	
Greenland (1814–present)




	Dutch[image: External link]




	
New Netherland[image: External link] (1609–1667)

	
Essequibo[image: External link] (1616–1815)

	
Dutch Virgin Islands[image: External link] (1625–1680)

	
Berbice[image: External link] (1627–1815)

	
New Walcheren[image: External link] (1628–1677)

	
Dutch Brazil[image: External link] (1630–1654)

	
Pomeroon[image: External link] (1650–1689)

	
Cayenne[image: External link] (1658–1664)

	
Demerara[image: External link] (1745–1815)

	
Suriname[image: External link] (1667–1954) (After independence still within the Kingdom Of The Netherlands until 1975)

	
Curaçao and Dependencies[image: External link] (1634–1954) (Aruba and Curaçao are still in the Kingdom Of The Netherlands, Bonaire; 1634–present)

	
Sint Eustatius and Dependencies[image: External link] (1636–1954) (Sint Maarten is still in the Kingdom Of The Netherlands, Sint Eustatius and Saba; 1636–present)




	French[image: External link]



Further information: List of French forts in North America[image: External link]



	
New France[image: External link] (1604–1763)

	
Acadia[image: External link] (1604–1713)

	
Canada[image: External link] (1608–1763)

	
Louisiana[image: External link] (1699–1763, 1800–1803)

	
Newfoundland[image: External link] (1662–1713)

	
Île Royale[image: External link] (1713–1763)





	
French Guiana[image: External link] (1763–present)

	French West Indies[image: External link]

	
Saint-Domingue[image: External link] (1659–1804, now Haiti)

	Tobago[image: External link]

	Virgin Islands[image: External link]

	
France Antarctique[image: External link] (1555–1567)

	
Equinoctial France[image: External link] (1612–1615)




	Knights of Malta[image: External link]




	
Saint Barthélemy (1651–1665)

	
Saint Christopher[image: External link] (1651–1665)

	
Saint Croix[image: External link] (1651–1665)

	
Saint Martin (1651–1665)




	Norwegian[image: External link]



See also: List of possessions of Norway[image: External link]



	
Greenland (986–1814)

	
Vinland[image: External link], known as Newfoundland[image: External link] (Partly in the 11th century)

	
Dano-Norwegian West Indies[image: External link] (1754–1814)

	
Sverdrup Islands[image: External link] (1898–1930)

	
Erik the Red's Land[image: External link] (1931–1933)




	Portuguese[image: External link]




	
Colonial Brazil[image: External link] (1500–1815) became a Kingdom, United Kingdom of Portugal, Brazil and the Algarves[image: External link].

	
Terra do Labrador[image: External link] (1499/1500–?) Claimed region (sporadically settled).

	
Land of the Corte-Real[image: External link], also known as Terra Nova dos Bacalhaus[image: External link] (Land of Codfish) – Terra Nova (Newfoundland) (1501–?) Claimed region (sporadically settled).

	
Portugal Cove-St. Philip's[image: External link] (1501–1696)





	
Nova Scotia[image: External link] (1519?–1520s?) Claimed region (sporadically settled).

	
Barbados[image: External link] (1536–1620)

	
Colonia do Sacramento[image: External link] (1680-1705/1714-1762/1763-1777 (1811–1817))

	
Cisplatina[image: External link] (1811–1822, now Uruguay[image: External link])

	
French Guiana[image: External link] (1809–1817)




	Russian[image: External link]




	
Russian America[image: External link] (Alaska) (1799–1867)




	Scottish[image: External link]




	
Nova Scotia[image: External link] (1622–1632)

	
Darien Scheme[image: External link] on the Isthmus of Panama[image: External link] (1698–1700)

	
Stuarts Town, Carolina[image: External link] (1684–1686)




	Swedish[image: External link]




	
New Sweden[image: External link] (1638–1655)

	
Saint Barthélemy (1785–1878)

	
Guadeloupe (1813–1814)
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 Exhibitions and collections




In 2007, the Smithsonian Institution National Museum of American History and the Virginia Historical Society[image: External link] (VHS) co-organized a traveling exhibition to recount the strategic alliances and violent conflict between European empires ( English[image: External link], Spanish[image: External link], French[image: External link]) and the Native people living in North America[image: External link]. The exhibition was presented in three languages and with multiple perspectives. Artifacts on display included rare surviving Native and European artifacts, maps, documents, and ceremonial objects from museums and royal collections on both sides of the Atlantic. The exhibition opened in Richmond[image: External link], Virginia[image: External link] on March 17, 2007, and closed at the Smithsonian International Gallery on October 31, 2009.

The related online exhibition explores the international origins of the societies of Canada and the United States and commemorates the 400th anniversary of three lasting settlements in Jamestown[image: External link] (1607), Québec[image: External link] (1608), and Santa Fe[image: External link] (1609). The site is accessible in three languages.[38]
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	Martín de Argüelles[image: External link]

	Atlantic world[image: External link]

	Bandeirantes[image: External link]

	Chronology of the colonization of North America[image: External link]

	Colonial history of the United States

	Colonialism[image: External link]

	Columbian Exchange[image: External link]

	Conquistador[image: External link]

	Hernán Cortés[image: External link]

	European colonization of the Southern United States[image: External link]

	Former colonies and territories in Canada[image: External link]

	History of the west coast of North America[image: External link]

	Indigenous peoples of the Americas[image: External link]

	Influx of disease in the Caribbean[image: External link]

	Imperialism[image: External link]




	

	List of North American cities founded in chronological order[image: External link]

	Norse colonization of the Americas[image: External link]

	Francisco Pizarro[image: External link]

	Population history of American indigenous peoples[image: External link]

	Portuguese Empire[image: External link]

	
Romanus Pontifex[image: External link] and Inter caetera[image: External link]


	Settler colonialism[image: External link]

	Spanish conquest of Yucatán[image: External link]

	Spanish Empire[image: External link]

	
Thirteen Colonies, which became the United States in 1776

	Timeline of the European colonization of North America[image: External link]

	Timeline of imperialism#Colonization of North America[image: External link]

	Treaty of Alcáçovas[image: External link]

	Treaty of Tordesillas[image: External link]

	Francisco Vásquez de Coronado[image: External link]
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Point of Rocks, Maryland






Point of Rocks is an unincorporated community[image: External link] and census-designated place (CDP) in Frederick County, Maryland, United States. As of the 2010 census it had a population of 1,466.[2] It is named for the striking rock formation on the adjacent Catoctin Mountain[image: External link], which was formed by the Potomac River cutting through the ridge in a water gap[image: External link], a typical formation in the Appalachian Mountains. The formation is not visible from the town and can only be seen from boats on the river, or from the southern bank of the river in Virginia[image: External link].



TOP
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 Geography




Point of Rocks is located in southern Frederick County, on the north bank of the Potomac River, and is bordered to the west by U.S. Route 15[image: External link], which here runs along the eastern base of Catoctin Mountain. Via US 15 it is 13 miles (21 km) north to Frederick[image: External link], the county seat[image: External link], and 12 miles (19 km) south across the Potomac River to Leesburg, Virginia[image: External link]. Maryland Route 28[image: External link] leads east from Point of Rocks through rural Frederick County and Montgomery County 29 miles (47 km) to Rockville, Maryland.

According to the U.S. Census Bureau, the Point of Rocks CDP has a total area of 1.10 square miles (2.85 km2), all of it land.[2]
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 History




In 1828, the narrow passage between the river and Catoctin Mountain at this site provoked a violent legal battle between the Chesapeake and Ohio (C&O) Canal Company and the B&O Railroad[image: External link] over who could have control of the narrow pass.[3] After years of disputes, both companies finally compromised and allowed both canal and railroad to build on the right-of-way[image: External link] through the passage,[3] with a wall between the two to avoid trains scaring the mules[image: External link] that pulled the canal boats.
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 Civil War




During the American Civil War, the town was often raided by Confederate[image: External link] partisans[image: External link], such as John S. Mosby[image: External link], Elijah V. White[image: External link] and John Mobberly[image: External link], operating from Loudoun County, Virginia, across the river. The presence of the B&O Railroad and C&O Canal, along with many exiled Unionists[image: External link] from Loudoun County made the town an attractive target.

In 1864, upon arriving across the river from Point of Rocks, Mosby's Rangers found the village held by two companies of Federal[image: External link] infantry and two companies of cavalry in the form of the Loudoun Rangers[image: External link], totaling 350 Federals in all. One of the companies of infantry inhabited Patton's Island in the middle of the Potomac, while the second occupied a small fort on high ground above the C&O Canal. The Loudoun Rangers were encamped in the village.[citation needed[image: External link]] Mosby immediately set to work clearing Patton's Island in preparation for crossing the river. He deployed Ranger Sam Chapman with his lone howitzer[image: External link] on the bluff above the river bank and ordered a detachment of sharpshooters[image: External link] under Lt. Albert Wrenn to wade into the river and attack the Federal position on the island. The Federal infantry exchanged fire with the Rangers for several minutes before giving way to the combined rifle and artillery fire and fled to the Maryland shore, tearing up the small bridge over the canal as they crossed it. The Rangers then dashed across the river to the Maryland shore where they began exchanging fire with the Federals across the canal. Many of the Rangers immediately set about repairing the bridge using planking from an old building. As soon as it was complete the Rangers ran across, led by Henry Hatcher who ran into the Union camp under heavy fire and captured its flag. Once across the canal the Rangers quickly drove the Federals from the town.[4]

With the Union garrison dispatched, the Rangers set about burning canal boats and cutting the telegraph wires that ran beside the river from Washington to its garrison at Harpers Ferry[image: External link]. Besides Point of Rocks' strategic value, it was also the refuge of many prominent Loudoun Unionists and their property, including the Loudoun Rangers' commander, Samuel C. Means[image: External link]. Thus, after effecting the disruption of travel and communication along the Potomac, the Rangers set about pilfering the stores and warehouses of the town, some of which contained property of Loudoun unionists. Because of the numerous pieces of fine clothing the Rangers returned with, the raid became known as the " Calico[image: External link] Raid". After completing the raid, the Rangers retired back to Virginia and camped along the road to Leesburg[image: External link].

The following morning Mosby dispatched about 100 Rangers to escort the three wagons full of plunder back to Fauquier County. He also dispatched Rangers Fount Bettie and Harry Heaton to report to General Early[image: External link], who was camped near Antietam Creek[image: External link], with the message that Mosby's command would coordinate with his. Mosby then led his Rangers back to Point of Rocks to continue his raid into Maryland. The actions of the Rangers, however, had not gone unnoticed in Washington, and after learning of the raid, Maj. Gen. Henry Halleck[image: External link] dispatched the 8th Illinois Cavalry[image: External link] from Washington to Point of Rocks.[5] When the Rangers arrived at the banks of the Potomac they found the 8th Illinois holding the village. A 90-minute firefight across the river ensued, in which the 8th Illinois claimed to kill one and wound two rangers while suffering no casualties themselves (Mosby made no record of any casualties), before Mosby broke off the attack and headed south towards Leesburg. The 8th Illinois were soon dispatched from Point of Rocks to Monocacy Junction[image: External link], where Union Maj. Gen. Lew Wallace[image: External link] was assembling a rag-tag force to oppose Early's drive on Washington, and along with the Loudoun Rangers, would fight in the Battle of Frederick and the Battle of Monocacy[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Recent history




In 2001 Duke Energy[image: External link] filed an application with the Maryland Public Service Commission[image: External link] to construct a power plant[image: External link] on the north edge of town. In November 2002, however, Duke officially canceled its proposal, though it retains property in the area.[4]

The Point of Rocks railroad station[image: External link] was listed on the National Register of Historic Places[image: External link] in 1973, and St. Paul's Episcopal Church[image: External link] was listed in 1978.[5]
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 Flooding




Older portions of the town are on the Potomac River floodplain[image: External link] and have been repeatedly inundated. An ongoing Federal Emergency Management Agency[image: External link] program to reduce flood insurance[image: External link] payouts has resulted in the purchase and demolition of a large portion of structures on the lowest-lying properties.
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 Transportation




The community contains the Point of Rocks Bridge[image: External link] of U.S. Route 15[image: External link] over the Potomac River into Virginia. The bridge is the first such crossing of the river upstream of the American Legion Memorial Bridge[image: External link] on I-495 in Montgomery County. The only other crossing between them is White's Ferry[image: External link].

Point of Rocks is a passenger station[image: External link] stop on the MARC Brunswick Line[image: External link]. The station[image: External link], designed by Ephraim Francis Baldwin[image: External link], was built by the Baltimore and Ohio[image: External link] (B&O) Railroad and completed in 1876. Marking the junction between CSX[image: External link]'s Metropolitan Subdivision[image: External link] (the current main line) and the Old Main Line Subdivision[image: External link], it remains one of the former B&O's signature landmarks, and is a popular subject of railroad photography.
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 Notable people





	
Craig Davis[image: External link], author and international development expert
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Federalist No. 43






Federalist No. 43 is an essay by James Madison, the forty-third of The Federalist Papers[image: External link]. It was published on January 23, 1788 under the pseudonym[image: External link] Publius[image: External link], the name under which all The Federalist Papers were published. This paper continues a theme begun by Madison in Federalist No. 42[image: External link]. It is titled, "The Same Subject Continued: The Powers Conferred by the Constitution Further Considered."

The Paper contains the only reference to the Copyright Clause[image: External link] in The Federalist Papers. In the brief discussion of the Clause, Madison states that "the utility of this power will scarcely be questioned." He also notes the Framer's intent for the federal government to have exclusive jurisdiction over patent[image: External link] and copyright law[image: External link]. Despite its perfunctory discussion of the Clause, the Paper remains one of the few sources describing the rationales and motivations for the language and intent of the Clause.[1]

The essay also references a desire that the national government be given exclusive jurisdiction over a new national capitol and provides the rationale for what later became the District Clause of Article I of the U.S. Constitution. [2] The essay references "sufficient inducements of interest to become willing parties to the cession" to be offered by the state ceding land for the federal district to the inhabitants of the ceded territory.

It also deals with the Treason Clause[image: External link] of the U.S. Constitution.[3]
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James Madison






For other people named James Madison, see James Madison (disambiguation)[image: External link].

James Madison Jr., (March 16 [ O.S.[image: External link] March 5], 1751 – June 28, 1836) was an American statesman and Founding Father who served as the fourth President of the United States[image: External link] from 1809 to 1817. He is hailed as the "Father of the Constitution" for his pivotal role in drafting and promoting the United States Constitution and the Bill of Rights.

Madison inherited his plantation Montpelier[image: External link] in Virginia and therewith owned hundreds of slaves[image: External link] during his lifetime. He served as both a member of the Virginia House of Delegates and as a member of the Continental Congress prior to the Constitutional Convention[image: External link]. After the Convention, he became one of the leaders in the movement to ratify the Constitution, both in Virginia and nationally. His collaboration with Alexander Hamilton and John Jay[image: External link] produced The Federalist Papers[image: External link], among the most important treatises in support of the Constitution. Madison's political views changed throughout his life. During deliberations on the Constitution, he favored a strong national government, but later preferred stronger state governments, before settling between the two extremes later in his life.

In 1789, Madison became a leader in the new House of Representatives, drafting many general laws. He is noted for drafting the first ten amendments to the Constitution, and thus is known also as the "Father of the Bill of Rights." He worked closely with President George Washington to organize the new federal government. Breaking with Hamilton and the Federalist Party in 1791, he and Thomas Jefferson organized the Democratic-Republican Party[image: External link]. In response to the Alien and Sedition Acts[image: External link], Jefferson and Madison drafted the Kentucky and Virginia Resolutions[image: External link], arguing that states can nullify[image: External link] unconstitutional laws.

As Jefferson's Secretary of State (1801–1809), Madison supervised the Louisiana Purchase[image: External link], which doubled the nation's size. Madison succeeded Jefferson as president in 1809, was re-elected in 1813, and presided over renewed prosperity for several years. After the failure of diplomatic protests and a trade embargo against the United Kingdom[image: External link], he led the U.S. into the War of 1812. The war was an administrative morass, as the United States had neither a strong army nor financial system. As a result, Madison afterward supported a stronger national government and military, as well as the national bank[image: External link], which he had long opposed. Madison has been ranked[image: External link] in the aggregate by historians as the ninth most successful president.
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 Early life and education




James Madison, Jr., was born on March 16, 1751, (March 5, 1751, Old Style[image: External link], Julian calendar[image: External link]) at Belle Grove Plantation[image: External link] near Port Conway, Virginia[image: External link], to father James Madison, Sr.[image: External link], and mother Nelly Conway Madison[image: External link]. He grew up as the oldest of twelve children.[2] Nelly and James Sr. had seven more boys and four girls. Three of James Jr.'s brothers died as infants, including one who was stillborn[image: External link]. In the summer of 1775, his sister Elizabeth (age 7) and his brother Reuben (age 3) died from a dysentery[image: External link] epidemic that swept through Orange County[image: External link] because of contaminated water.[3] His father, James Madison, Sr.[image: External link] (1723–1801), was a tobacco planter who grew up on a plantation, then called Mount Pleasant[image: External link], which he had inherited upon reaching adulthood. He later acquired more property and slaves, and with 5,000 acres (2,000 ha), he became the largest landowner and a leading citizen in the Piedmont. James Jr.'s mother, Nelly Conway Madison[image: External link] (1731–1829), was born at Port Conway, the daughter of a prominent planter and tobacco merchant.[4] In these years, the southern colonies were becoming a slave society, in which slave labor powered the economy and slaveholders formed the political elite.[5]

From age 11 to 16, young "Jemmy" Madison was sent to study under Donald Robertson, an instructor at the Innes Plantation in King and Queen County, Virginia[image: External link], in the Tidewater[image: External link] region. Robertson was a Scottish teacher who tutored a number of prominent plantation families in the South. From Robertson, Madison learned mathematics, geography, and modern and classical languages—he became especially proficient in Latin. He attributed his instinct for learning "largely to that man [Robertson]."[6][7]

At age 16, he returned to Montpelier[image: External link], where he began a two-year course of study under the Reverend Thomas Martin in preparation for college. Unlike most college-bound Virginians of his day, Madison eschewed the College of William and Mary[image: External link], where the lowland Williamsburg[image: External link] climate—more susceptible to infectious disease—might have strained his delicate health. Instead, in 1769, he enrolled at the College of New Jersey, now Princeton University[image: External link], where he became roommates and close friends with poet Philip Freneau[image: External link]. Madison proposed in vain to Freneau's sister Mary.[8]

Through diligence and long hours of study that may have compromised his health,[9] Madison graduated in 1771. His studies included Latin[image: External link], Greek[image: External link], science[image: External link], geography[image: External link], mathematics[image: External link], rhetoric[image: External link], and philosophy[image: External link]. Great emphasis was placed on speech and debate also; Madison helped found the American Whig Society[image: External link], in direct competition to fellow student Aaron Burr[image: External link]'s Cliosophic Society. After graduation, Madison remained at Princeton to study Hebrew[image: External link] and political philosophy[image: External link] under the university president, John Witherspoon[image: External link], before returning to Montpelier in the spring of 1772. He became quite fluent in Hebrew[image: External link]. Madison studied law[image: External link] from his interest in public policy rather than the intent to practice law.[10]
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 Religion




Although educated by Presbyterian clergymen, young Madison was an avid reader of English deist[image: External link] tracts.[11] Madison as an adult paid little attention to religious matters. Biographer Hutson noted that historians generally find that after he left college, "there [was] no trace, no clue as to his personal religious convictions."[12] However, some scholars indicate he leaned toward deism[image: External link].[13][14] Others maintain that Madison accepted Christian tenets and formed his outlook on life with a Christian world view.[15]
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 Military service and early political career




After graduation from Princeton, Madison became interested in the relationship between the American colonies and Great Britain, which deteriorated over the issue of British taxation. In 1774, Madison took a seat on the local Committee of Safety, a patriot pro-revolution group that oversaw the local militia. This was the first step in a life of public service that his family's wealth facilitated.[16] In October 1775, at the start of the American Revolutionary War, he was commissioned as the colonel of the Orange County[image: External link] militia, serving as his father's second-in-command until his election as a delegate to the Fifth Virginia Convention[image: External link], which produced Virginia's first constitution[image: External link].[17]

At the Virginia constitutional convention, Madison supported the Virginia Declaration of Rights[image: External link], though he argued that it should contain stronger protections for freedom of religion[image: External link].[18] He had earlier witnessed the persecution of Baptist[image: External link] preachers in Virginia, who were arrested for preaching without a license from the established Anglican Church[image: External link]. He collaborated with the Baptist preacher Elijah Craig[image: External link] to promote constitutional guarantees for religious liberty in Virginia.[19] Madison and Thomas Jefferson, who became a mentor to Madison, drafted the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom[image: External link], which was finally passed in 1786.[20]

Madison served on the Virginia governor's Council of State from 1777 to 1779, at which point he was elected to the Congress of the Confederation. The country faced a difficult war against Great Britain[image: External link], as well as runaway inflation[image: External link], financial troubles, and lack of cooperation between the different levels of government. Madison worked to make himself an expert on financial issues, becoming deeply involved in congressional committees, becoming a legislative workhorse and a master of parliamentary coalition building.[16] Frustrated by the failure of the states to supply needed requisitions, Madison proposed a standing army, a permanent navy, and the ability of Congress to compel states to meet their war-time obligations. Madison also persuaded Virginia to give up its claims to northwestern territories—consisting of most of modern-day Ohio and points west—to the Continental Congress.[citation needed[image: External link]] After serving Congress from 1781 to 1783, Madison won election to the Virginia House of Delegates[image: External link] in 1784.[21]

Madison served in the Virginia House of Delegates from 1784 to 1786. During these years in the House of Delegates, Madison grew increasingly frustrated with what he saw as excessive democracy. He criticized the tendency for delegates to cater to the particular interests of their constituents, even if such interests were destructive to the state at large. In particular, he was troubled by a law that denied diplomatic immunity to ambassadors from other countries, and a law that legalized paper money.[22] He thought legislators should be "disinterested" and act in the interests of their state at large, even if this contradicted the wishes of constituents. Madison believed this "excessive democracy" was the cause of a larger social decay which he and others (such as Washington) thought had resumed after the revolution and was nearing a tipping point—Shays' Rebellion[image: External link] was an example.[22]
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 Father of the Constitution




Main article: Philadelphia Convention[image: External link]


The Articles of Confederation[image: External link] established the United States as an association of sovereign states with a weak central government. This arrangement was met with disapproval, and was mostly unsuccessful after the war. Congress had no power to tax, and was unable to pay debts from the Revolution, which concerned Madison and other nationalists, such as Washington and Alexander Hamilton, who feared national bankruptcy and disunion.[23] The historian Gordon S. Wood[image: External link] has noted that many leaders, including Madison and Washington, feared more that the revolution had not fixed the social problems that had triggered it and that the excesses ascribed to the King were being seen in the state legislatures. Shays' Rebellion[image: External link] is often cited as the event that forced the issue; Wood argues that many at the time saw it as only the most extreme example of democratic excess.[22]

As Madison wrote, "a crisis had arrived which was to decide whether the American experiment was to be a blessing to the world, or to blast for ever the hopes which the republican cause had inspired."[24] Madison initially hoped to amend the Articles of Confederation, and at the 1786 Annapolis Convention[image: External link], he supported the calling of another convention to consider amending the Articles. After winning election to another term in the Congress of the Confederation, Madison helped convince the other Congressmen to authorize the Philadelphia convention for the purposes of proposing new amendments. But Madison had come to believe that the ineffectual Articles had to be superseded by a new constitution, and he began preparing for a convention that would do more than merely propose amendments. Madison was pivotal in persuading Washington to attend the 1787 convention—he knew how instrumental the general would be to the adoption of a new constitution.[25]

Years earlier Madison had pored over crates of books that Jefferson sent him from France[image: External link] on various forms of government. The historian Douglas Adair called Madison's work "probably the most fruitful piece of scholarly research ever carried out by an American."[26] As a quorum was being reached for the convention to begin, the 36-year-old Madison wrote what became known as the Virginia Plan[image: External link], an outline for a new constitution.[27] Many delegates were surprised to learn that the plan called for the abrogation of the Articles and the creation of a new constitution, to be ratified by special conventions in each state rather than the state legislatures. Nonetheless, with the assent of prominent attendees such as Washington and Benjamin Franklin[image: External link], the delegates went into a secret session to consider the creation of a new constitution.[28] Though the Virginia Plan was an outline rather than a draft of a possible constitution, and though it was extensively changed during the debate (especially by John Rutledge[image: External link] and James Wilson[image: External link] in the Committee of Detail[image: External link]), its use at the convention led many to call Madison the "Father of the Constitution".[29]

During the course of the Convention, Madison spoke over two hundred times, and his fellow delegates rated him highly. William Pierce wrote that "... every Person seems to acknowledge his greatness. In the management of every great question he evidently took the lead in the Convention ... he always comes forward as the best informed Man of any point in debate." Madison recorded the unofficial minutes of the convention, and these have become the only comprehensive record of what occurred. The historian Clinton Rossiter[image: External link] regarded Madison's performance as "a combination of learning, experience, purpose, and imagination that not even Adams or Jefferson could have equaled."[30]

Gordon Wood[image: External link] argues Madison's frustrating experience in the Virginia legislature years earlier most shaped his constitutional views. Wood notes that the governmental structure in both the Virginia Plan and the final constitution were not innovative, since they were copied from the British government, had been used in the states since 1776, and numerous authors had already argued for their adoption at the national level.[31] The controversial elements in the Virginia Plan were removed, and the rest was commonly accepted as necessary for a functional government (state or national) for decades, hence Madison's contribution was considered more qualitative.[31] Wood argues that, like most national politicians of the late 1780s, Madison believed that the problem was less with the Articles of Confederation than with the nature of the state legislatures. He believed the solution was to restrain the excesses of the states. This required more than an alteration in the Articles of Confederation; it required a change in the character of the national compact. The ultimate question before the convention, Wood notes, was not how to design a government but whether the states should remain sovereign, whether sovereignty should be transferred to the national government, or whether the constitution should settle somewhere in between.[31]

Those, like Madison, who thought democracy in the state legislatures was excessive and insufficiently "disinterested", wanted sovereignty transferred to the national government, while those (like Patrick Henry[image: External link]) who did not think this a problem, wanted to fix the Articles of Confederation. Madison was among the few delegates who wanted to deprive the states of sovereignty completely, which he considered the only solution to the problem. Though sharing the same goal as Madison, most other delegates reacted strongly against such an extreme change to the status quo. Though Madison lost most of his battles over how to amend the Virginia Plan (most importantly over the exclusion of the Council of Revision[image: External link]), in the process he increasingly shifted the debate away from a position of pure state sovereignty. Since most disagreements over what to include in the constitution were ultimately disputes over the balance of sovereignty between the states and national government, Madison's influence was critical. Wood notes that Madison's ultimate contribution was not in designing any particular constitutional framework, but in shifting the debate toward a compromise of "shared sovereignty" between the national and state governments.[31][32]
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 The Federalist Papers and ratification debates




Main article: The Federalist Papers[image: External link]


Following the Constitutional Convention, there ensued an intense battle over the Constitution's ratification[image: External link]. Each state was requested to hold a special convention to deliberate and determine whether or not to ratify the Constitution.[33] Madison returned to New York, where the Confederation Congress was in session.[34] There he was approached by Alexander Hamilton, who asked him to help write The Federalist Papers, a series of 85 newspaper articles published in New York that explained and defended the proposed Constitution. Under the pseudonym Publius, Hamilton, Madison, and John Jay[image: External link] wrote 85 essays in the span of six months, with Madison writing 29 of the essays. The articles were also published in book form and became a virtual debater's handbook for the supporters of the Constitution in the ratifying conventions. Historian Clinton Rossiter called The Federalist Papers "the most important work in political science that ever has been written, or is likely ever to be written, in the United States."[35] Federalist No. 10[image: External link], Madison's first contribution the papers, became highly regarded in the 20th century for its advocacy for representative democracy[image: External link].[36]

Consensus held that if Virginia, the most populous state at the time, did not ratify the Constitution, the new national government would not likely succeed. When the Virginia Ratifying Convention[image: External link] began on June 2, 1788, the Constitution had not yet been ratified by the required nine states. New York, the second largest state and a bastion of anti-federalism, would likely not ratify it without Virginia, and Virginia's exclusion from the new government would disqualify Virginian George Washington from being the first president.[37] Virginia delegates believed that Washington's election as the first president was a condition for their acceptance of the new constitution and the new government. Arguably the most prominent anti-federalist, the powerful orator Patrick Henry[image: External link] was a delegate and had a following second only to Washington (who was not a delegate). Most delegates believed that Virginians mainly opposed the constitution.[37] Initially Madison did not want to stand for election to the Virginia ratifying convention, but was persuaded to do so because the situation looked so bad. His role at the convention was likely critical to Virginia's ratification, and thus to the success of the constitution generally.[37]

Although Henry was by far the more powerful and dramatic speaker, Madison successfully matched him. Madison's expertise on the subject he had long argued for allowed him to respond with rational arguments to Henry's emotional appeals.[38] Madison persuaded prominent figures such as Edmund Randolph[image: External link], who had refused to endorse the constitution at the convention, to change their position and support it at the ratifying convention. Randolph's switch likely changed the votes of several more anti-federalists.[39] When the vote was nearing, and the constitution appeared headed for defeat, Madison pleaded with a small group of anti-federalists, and promised them that, if they changed their votes, he would later push for a bill of rights to provide limits to the power of the new government.[citation needed[image: External link]]

A resolution was proposed that a declaration of rights be referred to the other States in the American Confederation for their consideration prior to ratification of the constitution.[40] Supported by George Mason[image: External link] and Patrick Henry but opposed by Madison, Henry Lee III (Light-Horse Harry Lee)[image: External link], John Marshall[image: External link], Randolph, and Bushrod Washington, the resolution failed, 88–80.[40] Lee, Madison, Marshall, Randolph, and Washington then voted in favor of a resolution to ratify the constitution, which the convention approved on June 28, 1789 by a vote of 89–79, with Mason and Henry voting in the minority.[40]

Addressing slavery in the Constitution, Madison set out with a view that African American slaves as an "unfortunate race" and believed their true nature was both human and property.[41] On February 12, 1788, Madison, in the Federalist Letter No. 54[image: External link], stated that the Constitutional three-fifths compromise[image: External link] clause was the best alternative for the slaves' current condition and for determining representation of citizens in Congress.[41] Madison believed that slaves, as property, would be protected by both their masters and the government.[41]

Madison was called the "Father of the Constitution" by his peers in his lifetime. However, he was modest, and he protested the title as being "a credit to which I have no claim. ... The Constitution was not, like the fabled Goddess of Wisdom, the offspring of a single brain. It ought to be regarded as the work of many heads and many hands".[42] He wrote Hamilton at the New York ratifying convention, stating his opinion that "ratification was in toto and 'for ever'".[43][44]
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 Member of Congress




After Virginia ratified the constitution, Madison returned to New York to resume his duties in the Congress of the Confederation. At the request of Washington, Madison sought a seat in the United States Senate, but his election was blocked by Patrick Henry. Madison then decided to run for a seat in the United States House of Representatives. At Henry's behest, the Virginia legislature created congressional districts[image: External link] designed to deny Madison a seat, and Henry recruited a strong challenger to Madison in James Monroe[image: External link]. Locked in a difficult race against Monroe, Madison promised to support a series of constitutional amendments to protect individual liberties.[45] Madison's promise paid off, as he won election to Congress with 57% of the vote.[46] He would continue to serve in the House until 1797, when Madison briefly left public office to preside over his plantation.[47] Early in his tenure, Madison became an ally of President Washington, who looked to Madison as the person who best understood the constitution.[48]
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 Father of the Bill of Rights




See also: United States Bill of Rights


Though the idea for a bill of rights had been suggested at the end of the constitutional convention, the delegates wanted to go home and thought the proposal unnecessary. The omission of a bill of rights became the main argument of the anti-federalists against the constitution. Though no state conditioned ratification of the constitution on a bill of rights, several states came close, and the issue almost prevented the constitution from being ratified. Some anti-federalists continued to contest this after the constitution was ratified and threatened the entire nation with another, more partisan, constitutional convention. Madison objected to a specific bill of rights for several reasons:[49] he thought it was unnecessary, since it purported to protect against powers that the federal government had not been granted; he also considered the enumeration of some rights might be taken to imply the absence of other rights; and that at the state level, bills of rights had proven to be useless paper barriers against government powers.[50]

Though few in the new congress wanted to debate a possible Bill of Rights (for the next century, most thought that the Declaration of Independence, not the first ten constitutional amendments, constituted the true Bill of Rights), Madison pressed the issue.[51] Congress was busy setting up the new government, most wanted to wait for the system to show its defects before amending the constitution, and the anti-federalist movements (which had demanded a new convention) had died out quickly once the constitution was ratified. Despite this, Madison still feared that the states would compel congress to call for a new constitutional convention, which they had the right to do. He also believed that the constitution did not sufficiently protect the national government from excessive democracy and parochialism (the defects he saw in the state governments), so he saw the amendments as mitigation of these problems. On June 8, 1789, Madison introduced his bill proposing amendments consisting of Nine Articles comprising up to 20 potential amendments. Madison initially proposed that the amendments be incorporated into the body of the Constitution. The House passed most of the amendments, but rejected the idea of placing them in the body of the Constitution. Instead, it adopted 17 amendments to be attached separately and sent this bill to the Senate.[52][53]

Madison was a staunch proponent of the right of Americans to a civil jury trial[image: External link]. He initially introduced an amendment to the U.S. Constitution that guaranteed all citizens the right to a jury trial in all civil cases where there was $20 or more at stake. While the original amendment failed, the guaranty of a civil jury trial was incorporated into the Bill of Rights as the Seventh Amendment to the United States Constitution[image: External link].[54] In June 1789, urging adoption of the right to civil jury trials, he explained, "Trial by jury in civil cases is as essential to secure the liberty of the people as any one of the pre-existent rights of nature."[55]

The Senate edited the amendments still further, making 26 changes of its own, and condensing their number to twelve.[56] Madison's proposal to apply parts of the Bill of Rights to the states as well as the federal government was eliminated, as was his final proposed change to the preamble.[57] A House–Senate Conference Committee[image: External link] then convened to resolve the numerous differences between the two Bill of Rights proposals. On September 24, 1789, the committee issued its report, which finalized 12 Constitutional Amendments for the House and Senate to consider. This version was approved by joint resolution[image: External link] of Congress on September 25, 1789.[58][59]

Articles Three through Twelve were ratified as additions to the Constitution December 15, 1791, and became the Bill of Rights.[60] Article Two became part of the Constitution in 1992 as the Twenty-seventh Amendment[image: External link]. Article One[image: External link] is technically still pending before the states.[61]
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 Debates on foreign policy




When Britain and France went to war in 1793, the U.S. was caught in the middle. The 1778 treaty of alliance with France was still in effect, yet most of the new country's trade was with Britain. War with Britain became imminent in 1794, after the British seized hundreds of American ships that were trading with French colonies. Madison believed that the United States was stronger than Britain, and that a trade war with Britain, although risking a real war by that government, would probably succeed, and allow Americans to assert their independence fully. Great Britain, he charged, "has bound us in commercial manacles, and very nearly defeated the object of our independence." According to Varg, Madison discounted the more powerful British military when the latter declared "her interests can be wounded almost mortally, while ours are invulnerable." The British West Indies, Madison maintained, could not live without American foodstuffs, but Americans could easily do without British manufactures. He concluded, "it is in our power, in a very short time, to supply all the tonnage necessary for our own commerce".[62] Washington avoided a trade war and instead secured friendly trade relations with Britain through the Jay Treaty of 1794. Madison's harsh and unsuccessful opposition to the treaty led to a permanent break with Washington, ending a long friendship. The debate over the Jay Treaty would serve as the catalyst for the creation of the country's first political parties.[63]
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 Founding the Democratic-Republican party




Supporters for ratification of the Constitution became known as the Federalist Party. Those in opposition were labeled Anti-Federalists[image: External link], but neither group was a political party[image: External link] in the modern sense. Following ratification and formation of the first government in 1789, two new political factions formed along similar lines as the old division. The supporters of Alexander Hamilton's attempts to strengthen the national government called themselves Federalists, while those who opposed Hamilton called themselves "Republicans" (later historians would refer to them as the Democratic-Republican Party[image: External link]). Madison and other Republican Party organizers, who favored states' rights[image: External link] and local control, were struggling to find an institutional solution to the Constitution's seeming inability to prevent concentration of power in an administrative republic[image: External link].[64] As first Secretary of the Treasury, Hamilton created many new federal institutions, including the Bank of the United States[image: External link]. Madison led the unsuccessful attempt in Congress to block Hamilton's proposal, arguing that the new Constitution did not explicitly allow the federal government to form a bank. As early as May 26, 1792, Hamilton complained, "Mr. Madison cooperating with Mr. Jefferson is at the head of a faction decidedly hostile to me and my administration."[65] As Hamilton's influence in the administration grew, Madison and Jefferson increasingly came to fear the possible restoration of a monarchy, and they worked together to build an opposition to Hamilton's policies. By the end of Washington's term, most Congressmen identified as either Democratic-Republicans or Federalists.[66]

Washington and Hamilton both left the government after 1797, but Madison and Jefferson remained in opposition during the Federalist presidency of John Adams.[67] In 1798, the U.S. and France unofficially became combatants in the Quasi War[image: External link], that involved naval warships and commercial vessels battling in the Caribbean. The Federalists created a standing army and passed the Alien and Sedition Acts[image: External link], which were directed at French refugees engaged in American politics and against Republican editors. In response, Madison and Jefferson secretly drafted the Virginia and Kentucky Resolutions[image: External link] declaring the enactments to be unconstitutional and noted that "states, in contesting obnoxious laws, should 'interpose for arresting the progress of the evil.'"[68] The resolutions were largely unpopular, even among republicans, since they called for state governments to invalidate federal laws. Jefferson went further, urging states to secede if necessary, though Madison convinced Jefferson to relent this extreme view.[68]

According to Chernow, Madison's position "was a breathtaking evolution for a man who had pleaded at the Constitutional Convention that the federal government should possess a veto over state laws." Chernow argues that Madison's politics remained closely aligned with Jefferson's until his experience as president with a weak national government during the War of 1812 caused Madison to appreciate the need for a strong central government to aid national defense. At the time, he began to support a national bank, a stronger navy, and a standing army.[68]

The historian Gordon S. Wood[image: External link] says that Lance Banning, as in his Sacred Fire of Liberty (1995), is the "only present-day scholar to maintain that Madison did not change his views in the 1790s."[69] In claiming this, Banning downplays Madison's nationalism in the 1780s.[69] Wood notes that many historians struggle to understand Madison, but Wood looks at him in the terms of Madison's own times—as a nationalist but one with a different conception of nationalism from that of the Federalists. He wanted to avoid a European-style government and always thought that the embargo would ultimately have been successful.[69] Thus, Wood assesses Madison from a different point of view.[69] Gary Rosen and Banning use other approaches to suggest Madison's consistency.[70][71][72]
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 Marriage and family




Madison was married for the first time at the age of 43; on September 15, 1794, James Madison married Dolley Payne Todd[image: External link], a 26-year-old widow, at Harewood[image: External link], in what is now Jefferson County, West Virginia.[73] Madison had no children but adopted Todd's one surviving son, John Payne Todd[image: External link] (known as Payne), after the marriage.

Dolley Payne was born May 20, 1768, at the New Garden Quaker[image: External link] settlement in North Carolina, where her parents, John Payne and Mary Coles Payne, lived briefly. Dolley's sister, Lucy Payne[image: External link], had recently married George Steptoe Washington[image: External link], a nephew of President Washington. As a member of Congress, Madison had doubtless met the widow Todd at social functions in Philadelphia, then the nation's capital. She had been living there with her late husband. In May 1794, Madison asked their mutual friend Aaron Burr[image: External link] to arrange a meeting. By August, she had accepted his proposal of marriage. For marrying Madison, a non-Quaker, she was expelled from the Society of Friends[image: External link]. Also in 1794 Madison was elected a Fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences[image: External link].[74]

Dolley Madison put her social gifts to use when the couple lived in Washington, beginning when he was Secretary of State. With the White House still under construction, she advised as to its furnishings and sometimes served as First Lady for ceremonial functions for President Thomas Jefferson, a widower and friend. When her husband was president, she created the role of First Lady, using her social talents to advance his program. She is credited with adding to his popularity in office.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Madison's father died in 1801 and at age 50, Madison inherited the large plantation of Montpelier and other holdings, and his father's 108 slaves. He had begun to act as a steward of his father's properties by 1780.[75]
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 United States Secretary of State 1801–1809




Further information: Louisiana Purchase[image: External link] and Embargo Act of 1807[image: External link]


Jefferson defeated Adams in the 1800 presidential election[image: External link]. Jefferson wanted to oversee his administration[image: External link]'s foreign policy, and he selected the loyal Madison for the position of Secretary of State despite the latter's lack of foreign policy experience. Along with Secretary of the Treasury Albert Gallatin[image: External link], Madison became of the two major influences in Jefferson's cabinet.[76] At the start of his term, Madison was a party to the United States Supreme Court[image: External link] case Marbury v. Madison[image: External link] (1803), in which the doctrine of judicial review[image: External link] was asserted by the high Court, much to the annoyance of the Jeffersonians who did not want a powerful federalist judiciary.[citation needed[image: External link]] Throughout Jefferson's presidency, much of Europe was at war, and the main challenge to the Jefferson administration was maintaining neutrality during the Napoleonic Wars[image: External link].[77]

Shortly before Jefferson's election, Napoleon[image: External link] seized power from the hapless French Directory[image: External link], which had recently mismanaged France's finances in unsuccessful wars and had lost control of Saint-Domingue[image: External link] (Haiti) after a slave rebellion. Beginning in 1802, Napoleon sent more than 20,000 troops in an attempt to restore slavery on the island, as its colonial sugar cane plantations had been the chief revenue producer for France in the New World. The warfare went badly and the troops were further decimated by yellow fever[image: External link]. Napoleon gave up on the restoration of a colonial empire in the Americas and offered to sell the Louisiana territory[image: External link] to the United States in 1803. Later that year, the remaining 7,000 French troops were withdrawn from the island, and in 1804 Haiti declared its independence as the second republic in the western hemisphere.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Jefferson had originally sent delegates to France to negotiate the sale of New Orleans[image: External link], but upon learning of Napoleon's offer to sell the entire Louisiana territory, Jefferson quickly agreed to it, resulting in the Louisiana Purchase[image: External link]. Many contemporaries and later historians, such as Ron Chernow[image: External link], noted that Madison and President Jefferson ignored their "strict construction" of the Constitution to take advantage of the purchase opportunity. Jefferson would have preferred a constitutional amendment authorizing the purchase, but did not have time nor was he required to do so. The Senate quickly ratified the treaty providing for the purchase. The House, with equal alacrity, passed enabling legislation.[78] The Jefferson administration argued that the purchase had included West Florida[image: External link], but France refused to acknowledge this and Florida remained under the control of Spain[image: External link].[79]

With the wars raging in Europe, Madison tried to maintain American neutrality, and insisted on the legal rights of the U.S. as a neutral party under international law. Neither London nor Paris showed much respect, however, and the situation deteriorated during Jefferson's second term. After Napoleon achieved victory at over his enemies in continental Europe at the Battle of Austerlitz[image: External link], he became more aggressive and tried to starve Britain into submission with an embargo that was economically ruinous to both sides. Madison and Jefferson also decided on an embargo to punish Britain and France, forbidding American trade with any foreign nation. The embargo failed in the United States just as it did in France, and caused massive hardships up and down the seaboard, which depended on foreign trade. The Federalists made a comeback in the Northeast by attacking the embargo, which was allowed to expire just as Jefferson was leaving office.[80]
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Main article: United States presidential election, 1808[image: External link]


With Jefferson's retirement imminent as his second term came to a close, Madison became his party's choice for president in 1808. He was opposed by Rep. John Randolph[image: External link], who had broken earlier with Jefferson and Madison. The Republican Party Congressional caucus chose the candidate and easily selected Madison over James Monroe.[81] As the Federalist Party by this time had largely collapsed outside New England, Madison easily defeated Federalist Charles Cotesworth Pinckney[image: External link].[82] At a height of only five feet, four inches (163 cm), and never weighing more than 100 pounds, he became the most diminutive president.[83]
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Main article: Presidency of James Madison[image: External link]


Upon his inauguration in 1809, Madison immediately faced opposition to his planned nomination of Secretary of the Treasury[image: External link] Albert Gallatin[image: External link] as Secretary of State, led by Sen. William B. Giles[image: External link]. Madison chose not to fight Congress for the nomination but kept Gallatin, a carry over from the Jefferson administration, in the Treasury Department. The talented Swiss-born Gallatin was Madison's primary advisor, confidant, and policy planner.[84] Madison appointed Robert Smith[image: External link] for Secretary of State, Jefferson's former Secretary of the Navy. For his Secretary of the Navy, Madison appointed Paul Hamilton[image: External link]. Madison's cabinet, which included men of unremarkable talent, was chosen for the purposes of national interest and political harmony. When Madison assumed office in 1809, the federal government had a surplus of $9,500,000; by 1810 the national debt had been reduced, and taxes cut.[85]
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 Bank of the United States




Madison sought to continue Jefferson's agenda—particularly dismantling the system left behind by the Federalist Party under Washington and Adams. One of the most pressing issues Madison confronted was the first Bank of the United States[image: External link]. Its twenty-year charter was scheduled to expire in 1811, and while Gallatin insisted that the bank was a necessity, Congress failed to re-authorize it. As the absence of a national bank made war with Britain very difficult to finance, Congress passed a bill in 1814 chartering a second national bank. Madison vetoed it.[86] In 1816, Congress passed another bill to charter a second national bank; Madison signed the act out of necessity during the war with Britain.[87][88]
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 Prelude to war




Congress had repealed the embargo right before Madison became president, but troubles with the British and French continued.[89] America's new "nonintercourse" policy[image: External link] was to trade with all countries including France and Britain if restrictions on shipping were removed.[90] Although initially promising, Madison's diplomatic efforts to get the British to withdraw the Orders in Council[image: External link] were rejected by British Foreign Secretary George Canning[image: External link] in April 1809.[91] Aside from U.S. trade with France, the central dispute between the Great Britain and the United States was the impressment[image: External link] of sailors by the British. During the long and expensive war against France, many British citizens were forced by their own government to join the navy, and many of these conscripts defected to U.S. merchant ships. Unable to tolerate this loss of manpower, the British seized several U.S. ships and forced captured crewmen, some of whom were not in fact not British subjects, to serve in the British navy. This impressment contributed greatly to growing anger towards the British in the United States.[92]

By August 1809, diplomatic relations with Britain deteriorated as minister David Erskine[image: External link] was withdrawn and replaced by "hatchet man" Francis James Jackson[image: External link].[93] Madison however, resisted calls for war, as he was ideologically opposed to the debt and taxes necessary for a war effort.[94] British historian Paul Langford sees the removal in 1809 of Erskine as a major British blunder:


	The British ambassador in Washington [Erskine] brought affairs almost to an accommodation, and was ultimately disappointed not by American intransigence but by one of the outstanding diplomatic blunders made by a Foreign Secretary. It was Canning who, in his most irresponsible manner and apparently out of sheer dislike of everything American, recalled the ambassador Erskine and wrecked the negotiations, a piece of most gratuitous folly. As a result, the possibility of a new embarrassment for Napoleon turned into the certainty of a much more serious one for his enemy. Though the British cabinet eventually made the necessary concessions on the score of the Orders-in-Council[image: External link], in response to the pressures of industrial lobbying at home, its action came too late…. The loss of the North American markets could have been a decisive blow. As it was by the time the United States declared war, the Continental System[image: External link] [of Napoleon] was beginning to crack, and the danger correspondingly diminishing. Even so, the war, inconclusive though it proved in a military sense, was an irksome and expensive embarrassment which British statesman could have done much more to avert.[95]




After Jackson accused Madison of duplicity with Erskine, Madison had Jackson barred from the State Department and sent packing to Boston.[96] During his first State of the Union Address[image: External link] in November 1809, Madison asked Congress for advice and alternatives concerning the British-American trade crisis, and warned of the possibility of war. By spring 1810, Madison was specifically asking Congress for more appropriations to increase the Army and Navy in preparation for war with Britain.[97] Together with the effects of European peace, the United States economy began to recover early in Madison's presidency. By the time Madison was standing for reelection, the Peninsular War[image: External link] in Spain had spread, while at the same time Napoleon invaded Russia[image: External link], and the entire European continent was once again embroiled in war.

By 1809 the Federalist Party was no longer competitive outside a few strongholds. Some former members (such as John Quincy Adams[image: External link], Madison's ambassador to Russia) had joined Madison's Republican Party.[98] Though one party appeared to dominate, it had begun to split into rival factions, which would later form the basis of the Second Party System[image: External link]. In particular, with hostilities against Britain appearing increasingly likely, factions favoring and opposing a war formed in Congress.[99] The predominant faction, the "War Hawks," were led by House Speaker Henry Clay[image: External link]. When war finally did break out, the war effort was led by the War Hawks in Congress under Clay at least as much as it was by Madison; this accorded with the president's preference for checks and balances.
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Main article: War of 1812


With continued attacks by the British on American shipping, both Madison and the broader American public were ready for war with Britain.[100] Many Americans called for a "second war of independence" to restore honor and stature to the new nation.[101] With Britain in the midst of the Napoleonic Wars, many Americans, Madison included, believed that the United States could easily capture Canada, at which point the U.S. could use Canada as a bargaining chip for all other disputes or simply retain control of it.[102] An angry public elected a "war hawk" Congress, led by Clay and John C. Calhoun[image: External link]. On June 1, 1812, Madison asked Congress for a declaration of war.[103] The declaration was passed along sectional and party lines, with intense opposition from the Federalists and the Northeast, where the economy had suffered during Jefferson's trade embargo.[104][105]

Madison hurriedly called on Congress to put the country "into an armor and an attitude demanded by the crisis," specifically recommending enlarging the army, preparing the militia, finishing the military academy, stockpiling munitions, and expanding the navy.[106] Madison faced formidable obstacles—a divided cabinet, a factious party, a recalcitrant Congress, obstructionist governors, and incompetent generals, together with militia who refused to fight outside their states. The most serious problem facing the war effort was lack of unified popular support. There were serious threats of disunion from New England, which engaged in extensive smuggling with Canada and refused to provide financial support or soldiers.[107] Events in Europe also went against the United States. Shortly after the United States declared war, Napoleon launched an invasion of Russia[image: External link], and the failure of that campaign turned the tide against French and towards Britain and her allies.[108] In the years prior to the war, Jefferson and Madison had reduced the size of the military, closed the Bank of the U.S., and narrowed lowered taxes. These decisions added to the challenges facing the United States, as by the time the war began, Madison's military force consisted mostly of poorly trained militia members.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Military action




Madison hoped that the war would be over in a couple months after the capture of Canada, but his hopes were quickly dashed.[109] Madison had believed the state militias would rally to the flag and invade Canada, but the governors in the Northeast failed to cooperate. Their militias either sat out the war or refused to leave their respective states for action. The senior command at the War Department and in the field proved incompetent or cowardly—the general at Detroit surrendered to a smaller British force without firing a shot. Gallatin discovered the war was almost impossible to fund, since the national bank had been closed and major financiers in the Northeast refused to help.[110] The American campaign in Canada, led by Henry Dearborn[image: External link], ended with defeat in the Battle of Stoney Creek[image: External link].[111] The British armed American Indians in the Northwest, most notably several tribes allied with the Shawnee[image: External link] chief, Tecumseh[image: External link]. But, after losing control of Lake Erie at the naval Battle of Lake Erie[image: External link] in 1813, the British were forced to retreat. General William Henry Harrison[image: External link] caught up with them at the Battle of the Thames[image: External link], where he destroyed the British and Indian armies, killed Tecumseh, and permanently destroyed Indian power in the Great Lakes region. Madison remains the only president to lead troops in battle while in office, although that battle (the Battle of Bladensburg[image: External link] in 1814) did not go well for the American side. The British then raided Washington, as Madison headed a dispirited militia. Dolley Madison rescued White House valuables and documents shortly before the British burned the White House, the Capitol and other public buildings.[112][113]

After the disastrous start to the War of 1812, Madison accepted a Russian invitation to arbitrate the war and sent Gallatin, John Quincy Adams, and James Bayard[image: External link] to Europe in hopes of quickly ending the war.[114] While Madison worked to end the war, the U.S. experienced some military success, particularly at sea. The U.S. naval squadron on Lake Erie[image: External link] successfully defended itself and captured its opponents of the Royal Navy. All six British vessels were captured by the American forces. This victory crippled the supply and reinforcement of British military forces in the western theatre of the war, which forced the British troops and their Native allies to retreat. Commander Oliver Hazard Perry reported his victory with the simple statement, "We have met the enemy, and they are ours."[115] America had built up one of the largest merchant fleets in the world, though it had been partially dismantled under Jefferson and Madison. Madison authorized many of these ships to become privateers[image: External link] in the war. Armed, they captured 1,800 British ships.[116] As part of the war effort, an American naval shipyard was built up at Sackets Harbor, New York[image: External link], where thousands of men produced twelve warships and had another nearly ready by the end of the war. By 1814, generals Andrew Jackson[image: External link] and William Henry Harrison had destroyed the main Indian threats in the South and West, respectively. In late 1814, Madison and his Secretary of War James Monroe[image: External link] unsuccessfully asked Congress to establish a national draft of 40,000 men.[117]

The courageous, successful defense of Ft. McHenry[image: External link], which guarded the seaway to Baltimore, against one of the most intense naval bombardments in history (over 24 hours), led Francis Scott Key[image: External link] to write the poem that was set to music as the U.S. national anthem, "The Star Spangled Banner[image: External link]."[118] U.S. victory at the Battle of Plattsburgh[image: External link] ended British hopes of conquering New York.[119] In New Orleans, Gen. Andrew Jackson put together a force including regular Army troops, militia, frontiersmen, Creoles, Native American allies and Jean Lafitte[image: External link]'s pirates. The Battle of New Orleans[image: External link] took place two weeks after peace treaty was drafted (but before it was ratified, so the war was not over). The American defenders repulsed the British invasion army in the most decisive victory of the war.[120] The Treaty of Ghent[image: External link] ended the war in February 1815, with no territorial gains on either side. The Americans felt that their national honor had been restored in what has been called "the Second War of American Independence."[121] On March 3, 1815, the U.S. Congress authorized deployment of naval power against Algiers, and two squadrons were assembled and readied for war; the Second Barbary War[image: External link] would mark the beginning of the end for piracy in that region.

To most Americans, the quick succession of events at the end of the war (the burning of the capital, the Battle of New Orleans, and the Treaty of Ghent) appeared as though American valor at New Orleans had forced the British to surrender after almost winning. This view, while inaccurate, strongly contributed to the post-war euphoria that persisted for a decade. It also helps explain the significance of the war, even if it was strategically inconclusive. Napoleon was defeated for the last time at the Battle of Waterloo[image: External link] near the end of Madison's presidency, and as the Napoleonic Wars ended, so did the War of 1812. Madison's final years began an unprecedented period of peace and prosperity, which was called the Era of Good Feelings[image: External link]. Madison's reputation as president improved and Americans finally believed the United States had established itself as a world power.[122]
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 Postwar economy and internal improvements




With peace established, Americans believed they had an emboldened independence from Britain. The Federalist Party, which had called for secession over the war at the Hartford Convention[image: External link], dissolved. With Europe finally at peace, the Era of Good Feelings[image: External link] described the prosperity and equable political environment. Some political contention continued; for instance, in 1816, two-thirds of the incumbents in Congress were defeated for re-election after voting to increase their salary. Madison approved a Hamiltonian national bank, an effective taxation system based on tariffs, a standing professional military, and the internal improvements championed by Henry Clay[image: External link] under his American System[image: External link]. In 1816, pensions were extended to orphans and widows from the War of 1812 for a period of 5 years at the rate of half pay.[123]

However, in his last act before leaving office, Madison vetoed the Bonus Bill of 1817[image: External link], which would have financed more internal improvements of roads, bridges, and canals: "Having considered the bill this day presented to me ... I am constrained by the insuperable difficulty I feel in reconciling this bill with the Constitution of the United States.... The legislative powers vested in Congress are specified and enumerated in ... the Constitution, and it does not appear that the power proposed to be exercised by the bill is among the enumerated powers."[124] Madison rejected the view of Congress that the General Welfare provision of the Taxing and Spending Clause[image: External link] justified the bill: "Such a view of the Constitution would have the effect of giving to Congress a general power of legislation instead of the defined and limited one hitherto understood to belong to them, the terms 'common defense and general welfare' embracing every object and act within the purview of a legislative trust." Madison urged a variety of measures that he felt were "best executed under the national authority," including federal support for roads and canals that would "bind more closely together the various parts of our extended confederacy."[125]
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Upon assuming office on March 4, 1809, in his first Inaugural Address[image: External link] to the nation, Madison stated that the federal government's duty was to convert the American Indians by the "participation of the improvements of which the human mind and manners are susceptible in a civilized state".[126] Like Jefferson, Madison had a paternalistic attitude toward American Indians, encouraging the men to give up hunting and become farmers.[127] Although there are scant details, Madison often met with Southeastern and Western Indians who included the Creek[image: External link] and Osage[image: External link].[127] Madison believed their adoption of European-style agriculture would help the Creek assimilate the values of British-American civilization. As pioneers and settlers moved West into large tracts of Cherokee[image: External link], Choctaw[image: External link], Creek[image: External link], and Chickasaw[image: External link] territory, Madison ordered the US Army to protect Native lands from intrusion by settlers, to the chagrin of his military commander Andrew Jackson[image: External link]. Jackson wanted the President to ignore Indian pleas to stop the invasion of their lands[128] and resisted carrying out the president's order.[128] In the Northwest Territory after the Battle of Tippecanoe[image: External link] in 1811, Indians were pushed off their tribal lands and replaced entirely by white settlers.[128] By 1815, with a population of 400,000 European-American settlers in Ohio, Indian rights to their lands had effectively become null and void[image: External link].[128]
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 Later life




When Madison left office in 1817 at age 65, he retired to Montpelier[image: External link], his tobacco plantation in Orange County, Virginia[image: External link], not far from Jefferson's Monticello[image: External link]. Dolley, who thought they would finally have a chance to travel to Paris, was 49. As with both Washington and Jefferson, Madison left the presidency a poorer man than when elected. His plantation experienced a steady financial collapse, due to the continued price declines in tobacco and also due to his stepson's mismanagement.

Insight into Madison is provided by the first "White House memoir, A Colored Man's Reminiscences of James Madison (1865), authored by his former slave Paul Jennings[image: External link], who from the age of 10 served the president as a footman, and later as a valet for the rest of Madison's life. After Madison's death, Jennings was purchased in 1845 from Dolley Madison by senator Daniel Webster[image: External link], who enabled him to work off the cost and gain his freedom. Jennings published his short account in 1865.[129] He had the highest respect for Madison and said he never struck a slave, nor permitted an overseer to do so. Jennings said that if a slave misbehaved, Madison would meet with the person privately to discuss the behavior.[129]

Some historians speculate that Madison's mounting debt was one of the reasons he refused to allow his notes on the Constitutional Convention, or its official records in his possession, to be published in his lifetime. "He knew the value of his notes, and wanted them to bring money to his estate for Dolley's use as his plantation failed—he was hoping for one hundred thousand dollars from the sale of his papers, of which the notes were the gem."[130] Madison's financial troubles weighed on him as deteriorating mental and physical health ensued.

In his later years, Madison became highly concerned about his historic legacy. He resorted to modifying letters and other documents in his possession, changing days and dates, adding and deleting words and sentences, and shifting characters. By the time he had reached his late seventies, this "straightening out" had become almost an obsession. As an example, he edited a letter written to Jefferson criticizing Lafayette—Madison not only inked out original passages, but even forged Jefferson's handwriting as well.[131] Historian Drew R. McCoy[image: External link] has said, "During the final six years of his life, amid a sea of personal [financial] troubles that were threatening to engulf him...At times mental agitation issued in physical collapse. For the better part of a year in 1831 and 1832 he was bedridden, if not silenced... Literally sick with anxiety, he began to despair of his ability to make himself understood by his fellow citizens."[132]

In 1826, after the death of Jefferson, Madison was appointed as the second Rector ("President") of the University of Virginia[image: External link]. He retained the position as college chancellor for ten years until his death in 1836.

In 1829, at the age of 78, Madison was chosen as a representative to the Virginia Constitutional Convention[image: External link] for revision of the commonwealth's constitution. It was his last appearance as a statesman. The issue of greatest importance at this convention was apportionment[image: External link]. The western districts of Virginia complained that they were underrepresented because the state constitution apportioned voting districts by county. The increased population in the Piedmont and western parts of the state were not proportionately represented by delegates in the legislature. Western reformers also wanted to extend suffrage to all white men, in place of the prevailing property ownership requirement. Madison tried in vain to effect a compromise. Eventually, suffrage rights were extended to renters as well as landowners, but the eastern planters refused to adopt citizen population apportionment. They added slaves held as property to the population count, to maintain a permanent majority in both houses of the legislature, arguing that there must be a balance between population and property represented. Madison was disappointed at the failure of Virginians to resolve the issue more equitably.[133]

Madison was also concerned about the continuation of slavery in Virginia and the South. He believed that transportation of free American blacks to Africa offered a solution, as promoted by the American Colonization Society[image: External link] (ACS).[134] He told Lafayette[image: External link] at the time of the convention that colonization would create a "rapid erasure of the blot on our Republican character."[135] The British sociologist Harriet Martineau[image: External link] visited with Madison during her tour of the United States in 1834. She characterized his belief in the colonization solution to slavery as "bizarre and incongruous."[135] Madison may have sold or donated his gristmill[image: External link] in support of the ACS.[134] Historian McCoy believes that "The Convention of 1829... pushed Madison steadily to the brink of self-delusion, if not despair. The dilemma of slavery undid him."[135][136] Like most African Americans of the time, Madison's slaves wanted to remain in the U.S. where they had been born, believed their work earned them citizenship, and resisted "repatriation".[134]

William R. Denslow supposedly found evidence that James Madison might have been a Mason,[137] when in 1795, John Francis Mercer[image: External link] is said to have written to Madison, "I have had no opportunity of congratulating you before on your becoming a free Mason—a very ancient & honorable fraternity."[138] However, in an 1832 letter to Stephen Bates, Madison wrote that he never was a Mason, and was a "stranger to the principles" of it.[139]

Despite failing health, Madison wrote several memoranda on political subjects, including an essay against the appointment of chaplains[image: External link] for Congress and the armed forces. He felt it would produce religious exclusion as well as political disharmony. He was tempted to admit chaplains for the navy, as sailors might otherwise have no opportunity for worship.[140]

Between 1834 and 1835, he sold 25% of his slaves to offset financial losses on his plantation.[134] Madison lived until 1836, increasingly disregarded by the next generation of the American polity. He died of heart failure at Montpelier on June 28. He was buried in the Madison Family Cemetery at Montpelier.[141]

In 1842, Dolley Madison sold the Montpelier mansion, and in 1844 sold the extensive plantation lands to Henry W. Moncure.[134] She leased half of the remaining slaves to Moncure. The other half were inherited by her, her son John Payne Todd[image: External link], and James Madison, Jr., a nephew.[134] By 1850, the Montpelier plantation was a "ghost of its former self".[134]
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 Legacy




See also: List of memorials to James Madison[image: External link]


The historian Garry Wills[image: External link] wrote, "Madison's claim on our admiration does not rest on a perfect consistency, any more than it rests on his presidency. He has other virtues. ... As a framer and defender of the Constitution he had no peer. ... The finest part of Madison's performance as president was his concern for the preserving of the Constitution. ... No man could do everything for the country—not even Washington. Madison did more than most, and did some things better than any. That was quite enough."[142]

George F. Will[image: External link] wrote that if we truly believed that the pen is mightier than the sword, our nation's capital would have been called "Madison, D.C.", instead of Washington, D.C.[143]

Madison, in The Federalist Papers[image: External link], in Federalist No. 51[image: External link], wrote, "It is of great importance in a republic not only to guard the society against the oppression of its rulers, but to guard one part of the society against the injustice of the other part... In a society under the forms of which the stronger faction can readily unite and oppress the weaker, anarchy may as truly be said to reign as in a state of nature, where the weaker individual is not secured against the violence of the stronger."

In 1986, Congress created the James Madison Memorial Fellowship Foundation[image: External link] as part of the bicentennial celebration of the Constitution. The Foundation offers $24,000 graduate level fellowships to secondary teachers to undertake a master's degree which emphasizes the study of the Constitution.

Montpelier[image: External link], his family's plantation and his home in Orange, Virginia, has been designated a National Historic Landmark[image: External link].

The James Madison Memorial Building[image: External link] is a building of the United States Library of Congress in Washington, DC[image: External link] and serves as the official memorial to Madison.

Madison is also a character depicted in 2015 musical Hamilton[image: External link], originated by actor Okieriete Onaodowan[image: External link] both off- and on-Broadway; Madison is portrayed as an ally to Thomas Jefferson and adversary to Alexander Hamilton in the second act of the show.



	


	






	
James Madison was honored on a Postage Issue of 1894[image: External link] 








	






	
James Madison University in Harrisonburg, Va., established in 1908 








	






	

Presidential Dollar[image: External link] of James Madison 








	






	
"Madison Cottage" on the site of the Fifth Avenue Hotel at Madison Square[image: External link], New York City, 1852 








	






	
Auction of books of James Madison's library, Orange County, Virginia[image: External link], 1854 
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	Republicanism[image: External link]

	
Report of 1800[image: External link], produced by Madison to support the Virginia Resolutions

	US Presidents on US postage stamps[image: External link]

	List of Presidents of the United States[image: External link]

	List of Presidents of the United States who owned slaves[image: External link]

	List of Presidents of the United States, sortable by previous experience[image: External link]
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Philadelphia






This article is about the Pennsylvania city. For other uses, see Philadelphia (disambiguation)[image: External link].

"Philly" redirects here. For other uses, see Philly (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Philadelphia (/,fIle'delfi.e /[image: External link]) is the largest city in the Commonwealth[image: External link] of Pennsylvania and the sixth-most populous city in the United States, with an estimated population of 1,567,872[5] and more than 6 million in the seventh-largest metropolitan statistical area, as of 2016.[3] Philadelphia is the economic and cultural anchor of the Delaware Valley—a region located in the Northeastern United States at the confluence of the Delaware[image: External link] and Schuylkill[image: External link] Rivers with 7.2 million people residing in the eighth-largest combined statistical area in the United States.[4]

In 1682, William Penn[image: External link], an English Quaker[image: External link], founded the city to serve as capital of the Pennsylvania Colony[image: External link].[8] Philadelphia played an instrumental role in the American Revolution as a meeting place for the Founding Fathers of the United States, who signed the Declaration of Independence in 1776 and the Constitution in 1787. Several other key Philadelphia events during the Revolution include the First and Second Continental Congress, the preservation of the Liberty Bell[image: External link], the Battle of Germantown, the Siege of Fort Mifflin[image: External link], and the Philadelphia Convention. Philadelphia was one of the nation's capitals in the Revolutionary War, and served as temporary U.S. capital while Washington, D.C., was under construction. In the 19th century, Philadelphia became a major industrial center and railroad hub that grew from an influx of European immigrants. The majority of European immigrants have come from Ireland, Italy and Germany—the three largest reported ancestry groups in the city as of 2015.[9] The city became a prime destination for African Americans during the Great Migration[image: External link] of the 20th century, as well as Puerto Ricans[image: External link], surpassing two million occupants by 1950.

The area's many universities and colleges make Philadelphia a top international study destination, as the city has evolved into an educational and economic hub.[10][11] With a gross domestic product of $388 billion, Philadelphia ranks ninth among world cities and fourth in the nation.[12] Philadelphia is the center of economic activity in Pennsylvania and is home to seven Fortune 1000[image: External link] companies. The Philadelphia skyline[image: External link] is growing, with a market of almost 81,900 commercial properties in 2016[13] including several nationally prominent skyscrapers[image: External link].[14] The city is known for its arts, culture, and rich history, attracting over 41 million domestic tourists alone in 2015.[15] Philadelphia has more outdoor sculptures[image: External link] and murals[image: External link] than any other American city.[16] Fairmount Park[image: External link], when combined with the adjacent Wissahickon Valley Park[image: External link] in the same watershed[image: External link], is one of the largest contiguous urban park[image: External link] areas in the United States.[17] The 67 National Historic Landmarks[image: External link] in the city helped account for the $10 billion generated by tourism.[15] Philadelphia is the birthplace of the United States Marine Corps,[18][19] and is also the home of many U.S. firsts[image: External link], including the first library[image: External link] (1731),[20] first hospital[image: External link] (1751)[20] and medical school[image: External link] (1765),[21] first Capital[image: External link] (1777),[20] first stock exchange[image: External link] (1790),[20] first zoo[image: External link] (1874),[22] and first business school[image: External link] (1881).[23] Philadelphia is the only World Heritage City[image: External link] in the United States.[24]
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Main articles: History of Philadelphia[image: External link] and Timeline of Philadelphia[image: External link]


Before Europeans arrived, the Philadelphia area was home to the Lenape (Delaware)[image: External link] Indians[image: External link] in the village of Shackamaxon[image: External link]. The Lenape are a Native American[image: External link] tribe and First Nations[image: External link] band government[image: External link].[26] They are also called Delaware Indians[27] and their historical territory was along the Delaware River[image: External link] watershed[image: External link], western Long Island[image: External link] and the Lower Hudson Valley[image: External link].[a] Most Lenape were pushed out of their Delaware homeland during the 18th century by expanding European colonies, exacerbated by losses from intertribal conflicts.[27] Lenape communities were weakened by newly introduced diseases, mainly smallpox[image: External link], and violent conflict with Europeans. Iroquois[image: External link] people occasionally fought the Lenape. Surviving Lenape moved west into the upper Ohio River basin. The American Revolutionary War and United States' independence pushed them further west. In the 1860s, the United States government sent most Lenape remaining in the eastern United States to the Indian Territory[image: External link] (present-day Oklahoma and surrounding territory) under the Indian removal[image: External link] policy. In the 21st century, most Lenape now reside in the US state of Oklahoma, with some communities living also in Wisconsin, Ontario[image: External link] (Canada) and in their traditional homelands.

Europeans came to the Delaware Valley in the early 17th century, with the first settlements founded by the Dutch, who in 1623 built Fort Nassau[image: External link] on the Delaware River opposite the Schuylkill River[image: External link] in what is now Brooklawn, New Jersey[image: External link]. The Dutch considered the entire Delaware River valley to be part of their New Netherland[image: External link] colony. In 1638, Swedish settlers led by renegade Dutch established the colony of New Sweden[image: External link] at Fort Christina[image: External link] (present day Wilmington, Delaware) and quickly spread out in the valley. In 1644, New Sweden supported the Susquehannocks[image: External link] in their military defeat of the English colony of Maryland. In 1648, the Dutch built Fort Beversreede[image: External link] on the west bank of the Delaware, south of the Schuylkill near the present-day Eastwick[image: External link] section of Philadelphia, to reassert their dominion over the area. The Swedes responded by building Fort Nya Korsholm[image: External link], named New Korsholm after a town that is now in Finland. In 1655, a Dutch military campaign led by New Netherland Director-General Peter Stuyvesant[image: External link] took control of the Swedish colony, ending its claim to independence, although the Swedish and Finnish settlers continued to have their own militia, religion, and court, and to enjoy substantial autonomy under the Dutch. The English conquered the New Netherland colony in 1664, but the situation did not really change until 1682, when the area was included in William Penn[image: External link]'s charter for Pennsylvania.

In 1681, in partial repayment of a debt, Charles II of England[image: External link] granted William Penn[image: External link] a charter[image: External link] for what would become the Pennsylvania colony[image: External link]. Despite the royal charter, Penn bought the land from the local Lenape to be on good terms with the Native Americans and ensure peace for his colony.[28] Penn made a treaty of friendship with Lenape chief Tammany[image: External link] under an elm tree at Shackamaxon[image: External link], in what is now the city's Fishtown section[image: External link].[29] Penn named the city Philadelphia, which is Greek[image: External link] for brotherly love (from philos, "love" or "friendship", and adelphos, "brother"). As a Quaker[image: External link], Penn had experienced religious persecution and wanted his colony to be a place where anyone could worship freely. This tolerance, far more than afforded by most other colonies, led to better relations with the local Native tribes and fostered Philadelphia's rapid growth into America's most important city.[30]

Penn planned a city on the Delaware River to serve as a port and place for government. Hoping that Philadelphia would become more like an English rural town instead of a city, Penn laid out roads on a grid plan[image: External link] to keep houses and businesses spread far apart, with areas for gardens and orchards. The city's inhabitants did not follow Penn's plans, as they crowded by the Delaware River, the port, and subdivided and resold their lots.[31] Before Penn left Philadelphia for the last time, he issued the Charter of 1701 establishing it as a city. It became an important trading center, poor at first, but with tolerable living conditions by the 1750s. Benjamin Franklin[image: External link], a leading citizen, helped improve city services and founded new ones, such as fire protection, a library, and one of the American colonies' first hospitals.

A number of important philosophical societies were formed, which were centers of the city's intellectual life: the Philadelphia Society for Promoting Agriculture (1785), the Pennsylvania Society for the Encouragement of Manufactures and the Useful Arts (1787), the Academy of Natural Sciences[image: External link] (1812), and the Franklin Institute[image: External link] (1824).[32] These worked to develop and finance new industries and attract skilled and knowledgeable immigrants from Europe.

Philadelphia's importance and central location in the colonies made it a natural center for America's revolutionaries. By the 1750s, Philadelphia had surpassed Boston to become the largest city and busiest port in British America[image: External link], and second in the British Empire, behind London[image: External link].[33][34] The city hosted the First Continental Congress before the American Revolutionary War; the Second Continental Congress,[35] which signed the United States Declaration of Independence, during the war; and the Constitutional Convention[image: External link] (1787) after the war. Several battles were fought in and near Philadelphia as well.

Philadelphia served as the temporary capital of the United States, 1790–1800, while the Federal City was under construction in the District of Columbia.[36] In 1793, the largest yellow fever epidemics[image: External link] in U.S. history killed at least 4,000 and up to 5,000 people in Philadelphia, roughly 10% of the city's population.[37][38]

The state government left Philadelphia in 1799, and the federal government was moved to Washington, DC in 1800 with completion of the White House and Capitol. The city remained the young nation's largest with a population of nearly 50,000 at the turn of the 19th century; it was a financial and cultural center. Before 1800, its free black community founded the African Methodist Episcopal Church[image: External link] (AME), the first independent black denomination in the country, and the first black Episcopal Church. The free black community also established many schools for its children, with the help of Quakers. New York City[image: External link] soon surpassed Philadelphia in population, but with the construction of roads, canals[image: External link], and railroads, Philadelphia became the first major industrial city in the United States.

Throughout the 19th century, Philadelphia had a variety of industries and businesses, the largest being textiles. Major corporations in the 19th and early 20th centuries included the Baldwin Locomotive Works[image: External link], William Cramp and Sons Ship and Engine Building Company[image: External link], and the Pennsylvania Railroad[image: External link].[39] Industry, along with the U.S. Centennial[image: External link], was celebrated in 1876 with the Centennial Exposition[image: External link], the first official World's Fair[image: External link] in the United States. Immigrants, mostly Irish and German, settled in Philadelphia and the surrounding districts. The rise in population of the surrounding districts helped lead to the Act of Consolidation of 1854[image: External link], which extended the city limits of Philadelphia from the 2 square miles of present-day Center City[image: External link] to the roughly 130 square miles of Philadelphia County[image: External link].[40][41]

These immigrants were largely responsible for the first general strike in North America[image: External link] in 1835, in which workers in the city won the ten-hour workday. The city was a destination for thousands of Irish immigrants fleeing the Great Famine[image: External link] in the 1840s; housing for them was developed south of South Street, and was later occupied by succeeding immigrants. They established a network of Catholic churches and schools, and dominated the Catholic clergy for decades. Anti-Irish, anti-Catholic Nativist riots[image: External link] had erupted in Philadelphia in 1844. In the latter half of the century, immigrants from Russia, Eastern Europe and Italy; and African Americans from the southern U.S. settled in the city.[42] Between 1880 and 1930, the African-American population of Philadelphia increased from 31,699 to 219,559.[43][44] Twentieth-century black newcomers were part of the Great Migration[image: External link] out of the rural South to northern and midwestern industrial cities.

In the American Civil War, Philadelphia was represented by the Washington Grays (Philadelphia)[image: External link].

By the 20th century, Philadelphia had become known as "corrupt and contented", with a complacent population and an entrenched Republican[image: External link] political machine[image: External link].[45] The first major reform came in 1917 when outrage over the election-year murder of a police officer led to the shrinking of the Philadelphia City Council[image: External link] from two houses to just one.[46] In July 1919, Philadelphia was one of more than 36 industrial cities nationally to suffer a race riot of ethnic whites against blacks during Red Summer[image: External link], in post-World War I unrest, as recent immigrants competed with blacks for jobs. In the 1920s, the public flouting of Prohibition[image: External link] laws, organized crime[image: External link] or mob violence, and police involvement in illegal activities led to the appointment of Brigadier General[image: External link] Smedley Butler[image: External link] of the U.S. Marine Corps as director of public safety, but political pressure prevented any long-term success in fighting crime and corruption.[47]

In 1940, non-Hispanic whites constituted 86.8% of the city's population.[48] The population peaked at more than two million residents in 1950, then began to decline with the restructuring of industry, which led to the loss of many middle-class union jobs. In addition, suburbanization had been drawing off many of the wealthier residents to outlying railroad commuting towns and newer housing. The economic impact of these changes would reduce Philadelphia's tax base and the resources of local government. Philadelphia struggled through a long period of adjustment to these economic changes. The city in fact approached bankruptcy in the late 1980s.[49][50] Revitalization and gentrification of neighborhoods began in the late 1970s and continues into the 21st century, with much of the development in the Center City[image: External link] and University City[image: External link] areas of the city. After many of the old manufacturers and businesses left Philadelphia or shut down, the city started attracting service businesses and began to more aggressively market itself as a tourist destination. Glass-and-granite skyscrapers were built in Center City. Historic areas such as Independence National Historical Park[image: External link] located in Old City and Society Hill were renovated during the reformist mayoral era of the 1950s through the 1980s. They are now among the most desirable living areas of Center City. This has slowed the city's 40-year population decline after it lost nearly one-quarter of its population.[51][52]
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Philadelphia is at 39° 57′ north latitude and 75° 10′ west longitude, and the 40th parallel north[image: External link] passes through the northern parts of the city. The city encompasses 142.6 square miles (369.3 km2), of which 135.1 square miles (349.9 km2) is land and 7.6 square miles (19.7 km2), or 5.29%, is water. Bodies of water include the Delaware[image: External link] and Schuylkill[image: External link] rivers, and Cobbs[image: External link], Wissahickon[image: External link], and Pennypack[image: External link] creeks.

The lowest point is 10 feet (3 m) above sea level, while the highest point is in Chestnut Hill[image: External link], about 445 feet (136 m) above sea level[image: External link] (near the intersection of Germantown Avenue and Bethlehem Pike).[53]

Philadelphia sits on the Fall Line that separates the Atlantic Coastal Plain[image: External link] from the Piedmont[image: External link].[54] The rapids on the Schuylkill River at East Falls[image: External link] were inundated by the completion of the Fairmount Dam.[55]

The city is the seat of its own county[image: External link]. The adjacent counties are Montgomery[image: External link] to the north; Bucks[image: External link] to the northeast; Burlington County, New Jersey[image: External link], to the east; Camden County, New Jersey[image: External link], to the southeast; Gloucester County, New Jersey[image: External link], to the south; and Delaware County[image: External link] to the west.
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See also: List of Philadelphia neighborhoods[image: External link]


Philadelphia's central city was created in the 17th century following the plan by William Penn[image: External link]'s surveyor Thomas Holme[image: External link]. Center City[image: External link] is structured with long straight streets running east-west and north-south forming a grid pattern. The original city plan was designed to allow for easy travel and to keep residences separated by open space that would help prevent the spread of fire.[57] The Delaware River[image: External link] and Schuylkill Rivers[image: External link] served as early boundaries between which the city's early street plan was kept within. In addition, Penn planned the creation of five public parks in the city which were renamed in 1824[57] (in parenthesis): Centre Square[image: External link], North East Publick Square (Franklin Square[image: External link]), Northwest Square (Logan Square[image: External link]), Southwest Square (Rittenhouse Square[image: External link]), and Southeast Square (Washington Square[image: External link]).[58] Center City has grown into the second-most populated downtown area in the United States, after Midtown Manhattan[image: External link] in New York City, with an estimated 183,240 residents in 2015.[59]

Philadelphia's neighborhoods are divided into large sections— North[image: External link], Northeast[image: External link], Northwest[image: External link], West[image: External link], South[image: External link] and Southwest Philadelphia[image: External link]—all of which surround Center City[image: External link], which corresponds closely with the city's limits before consolidation in 1854. Each of these large areas contains numerous neighborhoods, some of whose boundaries derive from the boroughs, townships, and other communities that made up Philadelphia County before their absorption into the city.[60]

The City Planning Commission[image: External link], tasked with guiding growth and development of the city, has divided the city into 18 planning districts as part of the Philadelphia2035 physical development plan.[61][62] Much of the city's 1980 zoning code was overhauled from 2007 to 2012 as part of a joint effort between former mayors John F. Street[image: External link] and Michael Nutter[image: External link]. The zoning changes were intended to rectify incorrect zoning mapping that would streamline future community preferences and development, which the city forecasts an additional 100,000 residents and 40,000 jobs to be added to Philadelphia in 2035.

The Philadelphia Housing Authority[image: External link] is the largest landlord in Pennsylvania. Established in 1937, it is the nation's fourth-largest housing authority, housing about 84,000 people and employing 1,250. In 2013, its budget was $371 million.[63] The Philadelphia Parking Authority[image: External link] works to ensure adequate parking for city residents, businesses and visitors.[64]
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Main articles: Architecture of Philadelphia[image: External link] and List of tallest buildings in Philadelphia[image: External link]


Philadelphia's architectural history dates back to Colonial[image: External link] times and includes a wide range of styles. The earliest structures were of logs[image: External link] construction, but brick structures were common by 1700. During the 18th century, the cityscape[image: External link] was dominated by Georgian architecture[image: External link], including Independence Hall[image: External link] and Christ Church[image: External link].

In the first decades of the 19th century, Federal architecture and Greek Revival architecture[image: External link] were dominated by Philadelphia architects such as Benjamin Latrobe[image: External link], William Strickland[image: External link], John Haviland[image: External link], John Notman[image: External link], Thomas U. Walter[image: External link], and Samuel Sloan[image: External link].[66] Frank Furness[image: External link] is considered Philadelphia's greatest architect of the second half of the 19th century, but his contemporaries included John McArthur, Jr.[image: External link], Addison Hutton[image: External link], Wilson Eyre[image: External link], the Wilson Brothers[image: External link], and Horace Trumbauer[image: External link]. In 1871, construction began on the Second Empire-style Philadelphia City Hall[image: External link]. The Philadelphia Historical Commission[image: External link] was created in 1955 to preserve the cultural and architectural history of the city. The commission maintains the Philadelphia Register of Historic Places[image: External link], adding historic buildings, structures, sites, objects and districts as it sees fit.[67]

In 1932, Philadelphia became home to the first International Style[image: External link] skyscraper in the United States, The PSFS Building[image: External link], designed by George Howe[image: External link] and William Lescaze[image: External link]. It is the United States' first modern skyscraper and considered the most important one built in the first part of the 20th century.

The 548 ft (167 m) City Hall remained the tallest building in the city until 1987 when One Liberty Place[image: External link] was constructed. Numerous glass and granite skyscrapers were built in Philadelphia's Center City from the late 1980s onwards. In 2007, the Comcast Center[image: External link] surpassed One Liberty Place to become the city's tallest building. The Comcast Innovation and Technology Center[image: External link] is under construction in Center City and is planned to reach a height of 1,121 feet (342 meters); upon completion, the tower is expected to be the tallest skyscraper in the United States outside of New York City and Chicago.[14]

For much of Philadelphia's history, the typical home has been the row house[image: External link]. The row house was introduced to the United States via Philadelphia in the early 19th century and, for a time, row houses built elsewhere in the United States were known as "Philadelphia rows".[66] A variety of row houses are found throughout the city, from Victorian-style homes in North Philadelphia to twin row houses in West Philadelphia. While newer homes are scattered throughout the city, much of the housing is from the early 20th century or older. The great age of the homes has created numerous problems, including blight and vacant lots in many parts of the city, while other neighborhoods such as Society Hill[image: External link], which has the largest concentration of 18th-century architecture in the United States, have been rehabilitated and gentrified.[68][69]
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Under the Köppen climate classification, Philadelphia falls in the northern periphery of the humid subtropical climate zone (Köppen Cfa).[70] Under the Trewartha climate classification, the city has a temperate maritime climate (Do).[71] Summers are typically hot and muggy, fall and spring are generally mild, and winter is cold.

Snowfall is highly variable, with some winters bringing only light snow and others bringing several major snowstorms, with the normal seasonal snowfall standing at 22.4 in (57 cm); snow in November or April is rare, and a sustained snow cover is rare.[72] Precipitation is generally spread throughout the year, with eight to twelve wet days per month,[73] at an average annual rate of 41.5 inches (1,050 mm), but historically ranging from 29.31 in (744 mm) in 1922 to 64.33 in (1,634 mm) in 2011.[72] The most rain recorded in one day occurred on July 28, 2013, when 8.02 in (204 mm) fell at Philadelphia International Airport[image: External link].[72]

The January daily average is 33.0 °F (0.6 °C),[74] though, in a normal winter, the temperature frequently rises to 50 °F (10 °C) during thaws and dips to 10 °F (−12 °C) for 2 or 3 nights.[74] July averages 78.1 °F (25.6 °C),[74] although heat waves accompanied by high humidity and heat indices[image: External link] are frequent; highs reach or exceed 90 °F (32 °C) on 27 days of the year. The average window for freezing temperatures is November 6 thru April 2,[72] allowing a growing season of 217 days. Early fall and late winter are generally dry; February's average of 2.64 inches (67 mm) makes it the area's driest month. The dewpoint in the summer averages between 59.1 °F (15 °C) to 64.5 °F (18 °C).[72]

Seasonal snowfall accumulation has ranged from trace amounts in 1972–73 to 78.7 inches (200 cm) in the winter of 2009–10.[72][b] The city's heaviest single-storm snowfall[image: External link], at 30.7 in (78 cm), occurred in January 1996.

The highest recorded temperature was 106 °F (41 °C) on August 7, 1918, but 100 °F (38 °C)+ temperatures are uncommon.[75][c] The lowest officially recorded temperature was −11 °F (−24 °C) on February 9, 1934,[75] but with the last such occurrence being January 19, 1994[image: External link],[72] temperatures at or below the 0 °F (−18 °C) mark are rare. The record low maximum is 5 °F (−15 °C) on February 10, 1899 and December 30, 1880, while the record high minimum is 83 °F (28 °C) on July 23, 2011 and July 24, 2010.

In the American Lung Association[image: External link] 2015 State of the Air report, Philadelphia County received an ozone[image: External link] grade of F and a 24-hour particle pollution[image: External link] rating of C. The county passed the annual particle pollution rating.[76]





	Climate data for Philadelphia (Philadelphia Airport[image: External link]), 1981–2010 normals,[d] extremes 1872–present[e]



	Month
	Jan
	Feb
	Mar
	Apr
	May
	Jun
	Jul
	Aug
	Sep
	Oct
	Nov
	Dec
	Year



	Record high °F (°C)
	74

(23)
	79

(26)
	87

(31)
	95

(35)
	97

(36)
	102

(39)
	104

(40)
	106

(41)
	102

(39)
	96

(36)
	84

(29)
	73

(23)
	106

(41)



	Mean maximum °F (°C)
	62.0

(16.7)
	62.7

(17.1)
	73.6

(23.1)
	83.2

(28.4)
	89.1

(31.7)
	94.2

(34.6)
	96.4

(35.8)
	94.7

(34.8)
	89.8

(32.1)
	81.7

(27.6)
	72.3

(22.4)
	63.5

(17.5)
	97.5

(36.4)



	Average high °F (°C)
	40.3

(4.6)
	43.8

(6.6)
	52.7

(11.5)
	63.9

(17.7)
	73.8

(23.2)
	82.7

(28.2)
	87.1

(30.6)
	85.3

(29.6)
	78.0

(25.6)
	66.6

(19.2)
	56.0

(13.3)
	44.8

(7.1)
	64.6

(18.1)



	Daily mean °F (°C)
	33.0

(0.6)
	35.7

(2.1)
	43.5

(6.4)
	54.0

(12.2)
	63.9

(17.7)
	73.3

(22.9)
	78.1

(25.6)
	76.6

(24.8)
	69.1

(20.6)
	57.5

(14.2)
	47.6

(8.7)
	37.5

(3.1)
	55.9

(13.3)



	Average low °F (°C)
	25.6

(−3.6)
	27.7

(−2.4)
	34.4

(1.3)
	44.1

(6.7)
	54.0

(12.2)
	63.8

(17.7)
	69.2

(20.7)
	67.9

(19.9)
	60.3

(15.7)
	48.4

(9.1)
	39.2

(4)
	30.1

(−1.1)
	47.1

(8.4)



	Mean minimum °F (°C)
	8.7

(−12.9)
	12.7

(−10.7)
	19.4

(−7)
	31.6

(−0.2)
	42.0

(5.6)
	52.2

(11.2)
	59.8

(15.4)
	57.8

(14.3)
	47.2

(8.4)
	35.8

(2.1)
	26.0

(−3.3)
	15.8

(−9)
	6.4

(−14.2)



	Record low °F (°C)
	−7

(−22)
	−11

(−24)
	5

(−15)
	14

(−10)
	28

(−2)
	44

(7)
	51

(11)
	44

(7)
	35

(2)
	25

(−4)
	8

(−13)
	−5

(−21)
	−11

(−24)



	Average precipitation inches (mm)
	3.03

(77)
	2.65

(67.3)
	3.79

(96.3)
	3.56

(90.4)
	3.71

(94.2)
	3.43

(87.1)
	4.35

(110.5)
	3.50

(88.9)
	3.78

(96)
	3.18

(80.8)
	2.99

(75.9)
	3.56

(90.4)
	41.53

(1,054.9)



	Average snowfall inches (cm)
	6.5

(16.5)
	8.8

(22.4)
	2.9

(7.4)
	0.5

(1.3)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0

(0)
	0.3

(0.8)
	3.4

(8.6)
	22.4

(56.9)



	Average precipitation days (≥ 0.01 in)
	10.6
	9.4
	10.5
	11.3
	11.1
	9.8
	9.9
	8.4
	8.7
	8.6
	9.3
	10.6
	118.2



	Average snowy days (≥ 0.1 in)
	4.4
	3.6
	1.8
	0.4
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0
	0.2
	1.8
	12.2



	Average relative humidity (%)
	66.2
	63.6
	61.7
	60.4
	65.4
	67.8
	69.6
	70.4
	71.6
	70.8
	68.4
	67.7
	67.0



	Mean monthly sunshine hours
	155.7
	154.7
	202.8
	217.0
	245.1
	271.2
	275.6
	260.1
	219.3
	204.5
	154.7
	137.7
	2,498.4



	Percent possible sunshine
	52
	52
	55
	55
	55
	61
	61
	61
	59
	59
	52
	47
	56



	Source: NOAA (relative humidity and sun 1961–1990) [72][74][79]
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Main article: Demographics of Philadelphia[image: External link]




	Historical population



	Year
	Pop.
	±%



	1683
	600
	—    



	1731
	12,000
	+1900.0%



	1790[image: External link]
	28,522
	+137.7%



	1800
	41,220
	+44.5%



	1810
	53,722
	+30.3%



	1820
	63,802
	+18.8%



	1830
	80,462
	+26.1%



	1840
	93,665
	+16.4%



	1850
	121,376
	+29.6%



	1860
	565,529
	+365.9%



	1870
	674,022
	+19.2%



	1880
	847,170
	+25.7%



	1890
	1,046,964
	+23.6%



	1900
	1,293,697
	+23.6%



	1910
	1,549,008
	+19.7%



	1920
	1,823,779
	+17.7%



	1930
	1,950,961
	+7.0%



	1940
	1,931,334
	−1.0%



	1950
	2,071,605
	+7.3%



	1960
	2,002,512
	−3.3%



	1970
	1,948,609
	−2.7%



	1980
	1,688,210
	−13.4%



	1990
	1,585,577
	−6.1%



	2000
	1,517,550
	−4.3%



	2010
	1,526,006
	+0.6%



	2015
	1,567,442
	+2.7%



	Populations for City of Philadelphia, not for Philadelphia County. Population for Philadelphia County was 54,388 (including 42,520 urban) in 1790; 81,009 (including 69,403 urban) in 1800; 111,210 (including 91,874 urban) in 1810; 137,097 (including 112,772 urban) in 1820; 188,797 (including 161,410 urban) in 1830; 258,037 (including 220,423 urban) in 1840; and 408,762 (including 340,045 urban) in 1850. Under Act of Consolidation, 1854[image: External link], City of Philadelphia absorbed the various districts, boroughs, townships, other suburbs, and remaining rural area in Philadelphia County as the consolidated City and County of Philadelphia.

Source: [5][80][81][82][83] [84]





According to the 2014 United States Census estimates, there were 1,560,297 people residing in the City of Philadelphia,[85] representing a 2.2% increase since 2010. From the 1960s up until 2006, the city's population declined year after year. It eventually reached a low of 1,488,710 residents in 2006 before beginning to rise again. Since 2006, Philadelphia added 71,587 residents in eight years. A study done by the city projected that the population would increase to about 1,630,000 residents by 2035, an increase of about 100,000 from 2010.[86]

The racial makeup of the city in 2014 was 45.3% White (35.8% Non-Hispanic), 44.1% Black or African American, 0.8% Native American and Alaska Native, 7.2% Asian, 0.1% Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander, 2.5% Two or More Races, and 13.6% were Hispanic or Latino.[87][88]



	Census Racial composition
	2010[89]
	2000
	1990
	1980[90]
	1970[90]



	White[image: External link] (includes White Hispanics[image: External link])
	41.8%
	45.0%
	53.5%
	58.2%
	65.6%



	—Non-Hispanic White
	36.9%
	42.5%
	52.1%
	57.1%
	63.8[91]



	Black or African American
	43.6%
	43.2%
	37.8%
	39.9%
	33.6%



	—Non-Hispanic Black
	42.2%
	42.6%
	39.3%
	37.5%
	33.3%[91]



	Native American
	0.5%
	0.3%
	0.2%
	0.1%
	0.1%



	Asian[image: External link]
	6.3%
	4.5%
	2.7%
	1.1%
	0.3%



	Native Hawaiian and Other Pacific Islander[image: External link]
	0.0%
	0.0%
	0.0%



	Some other race
	5.9%
	4.8%
	3.7%
	2.7%
	0.4%



	Two or more races[image: External link]
	2.8%
	2.2%
	n/a[92]
	n/a[92]
	n/a



	Hispanic or Latino[image: External link] (of any race)
	12.3%
	8.5%
	5.6%
	3.8%
	2.4%[91]




In comparison, the 2010 Census Redistricting Data indicated that the racial makeup of the city was 661,839 (43.4%) African American[image: External link], 626,221 (41.0%) White[image: External link], 6,996 (0.5%) Native American[image: External link], 96,405 (6.3%) Asian[image: External link] (2.0% Chinese, 1.2% Indian, 0.9% Vietnamese, 0.6% Cambodian, 0.4% Korean, 0.3% Filipino, 0.2% Pakistani, 0.1% Indonesian), 744 (0.0%) Pacific Islander[image: External link], 90,731 (5.9%) from other races[image: External link], and 43,070 (2.8%) from two or more races. Hispanic[image: External link] or Latino[image: External link] of any race were 187,611 persons (12.3%); 8.0% of Philadelphia is Puerto Rican, 1.0% Dominican, 1.0% Mexican, 0.3% Cuban, and 0.3% Colombian.[93] The racial breakdown of Philadelphia's Hispanic/Latino population was 63,636 (33.9%) White, 17,552 (9.4%) African American, 3,498 (1.9%) Native American, 884 (0.47%) Asian, 287 (0.15%) Pacific Islander, 86,626 (46.2%) from other races, and 15,128 (8.1%) from two or more races.[89] The five largest European ancestries reported in the 2010 United States Census Census included Irish[image: External link] (12.5%), Italian[image: External link] (8.4%), German[image: External link] (8.1%), Polish[image: External link] (3.6%), and English[image: External link] (3.0%).[94]

The average population density was 11,457 people per square mile (4,405.4/km²). The Census reported that 1,468,623 people (96.2% of the population) lived in households, 38,007 (2.5%) lived in non-institutionalized group quarters, and 19,376 (1.3%) were institutionalized.[89] In 2013, the city reported having 668,247 total housing units, down slightly from 670,171 housing units in 2010. As of 2013, 87 percent of housing units were occupied, while 13 percent were vacant, a slight change from 2010 where 89.5 percent of units were occupied, or 599,736 and 10.5 percent were vacant, or 70,435.[89][96] Of the city's residents, 32 percent reported having no vehicles available while 23 percent had two or more vehicles available, as of 2013.[96]

In 2010, 24.9 percent of households reported having children under the age of 18 living with them, 28.3 percent were married couples living together and 22.5 percent had a female householder with no husband present, 6.0 percent had a male householder with no wife present, and 43.2 percent were non-families. The city reported 34.1 percent of all households were made up of individuals while 10.5 percent had someone living alone who was 65 years of age or older. The average household size was 2.45 and the average family size was 3.20.[89] In 2013, the percentage of women who gave birth in the previous 12 months who were unmarried was 56 percent. Of Philadelphia's adults, 31 percent were married or lived as a couple, 55 percent were not married, 11 percent were divorced or separated, and 3 percent were widowed.[96]

According to the Census Bureau, the median household income in 2013 was $36,836, down 7.9 percent from 2008 when the median household income was $40,008 (in 2013 dollars). For comparison, the median household income among metropolitan areas was $60,482, down 8.2 percent in the same period, and the national median household income was $55,250, down 7.0 percent from 2008.[96] The city's wealth disparity is evident when neighborhoods are compared. Residents in Society Hill[image: External link] had a median household income of $93,720 while residents in one of North Philadelphia[image: External link]'s districts reported the lowest median household income, $14,185.[96]

During the last decade, Philadelphia experienced a large shift in its age profile. In 2000, the city's population pyramid[image: External link] had a largely stationary shape. In 2013, the city took on an expansive pyramid shape, with an increase in the three millennial[image: External link] age groups, 20 to 24, 25 to 29, and 30 to 34. The city's 25- to 29-year-old age group was the city's largest age cohort.[96] According to the 2010 Census, 343,837 (22.5%) were under the age of 18; 203,697 (13.3%) from 18 to 25; 434,385 (28.5%) from 25 to 44; 358,778 (23.5%) from 45 to 64; and 185,309 (12.1%) who were 65 years of age or older. The median age was 33.5 years. For every 100 females there were 89.4 males. For every 100 females age 18 and over, there were 85.7 males.[89] The city had 22,018 births in 2013, down from a peak 23,689 births in 2008. Philadelphia's death rate was at its lowest in at least a half-century, 13,691 deaths in 2013.[96] Another factor attributing to the population increase is Philadelphia's immigration rate. In 2013, 12.7 percent of residents were foreign-born, just shy of the national average, 13.1 percent.[96]

Irish, Italians, Polish, Germans, English, and Greeks are the largest ethnic European groups in the city.[94] Philadelphia has the second-largest Irish and Italian populations in the United States, after New York City. South Philadelphia[image: External link] remains one of the largest Italian neighborhoods in the country and is home to the Italian Market[image: External link]. The Pennsport[image: External link] neighborhood and Gray's Ferry[image: External link] section of South Philadelphia, home to many Mummer[image: External link] clubs, are well known as Irish neighborhoods. The Kensington section[image: External link], Port Richmond[image: External link], and Fishtown[image: External link] have historically been heavily Irish and Polish. Port Richmond is well known in particular as the center of the Polish immigrant and Polish-American community in Philadelphia, and it remains a common destination for Polish immigrants. Northeast Philadelphia[image: External link], although known for its Irish and Irish-American population, is also home to a large Jewish and Russian population. Mount Airy[image: External link] in Northwest Philadelphia[image: External link] also contains a large Jewish community, while nearby Chestnut Hill[image: External link] is historically known as an Anglo-Saxon Protestant[image: External link] stronghold.

There has also been an increase of yuppie[image: External link], bohemian, and hipster types particularly around Center City, the neighborhood of Northern Liberties[image: External link], and in the neighborhoods around the city's universities, such as near Temple in North Philadelphia and particularly near Drexel and University of Pennsylvania in West Philadelphia. Philadelphia is also home to a significant gay[image: External link] and lesbian[image: External link] population. Philadelphia's Gayborhood[image: External link], which is located near Washington Square[image: External link], is home to a large concentration of gay and lesbian friendly businesses, restaurants, and bars.[99]

The Black American population in Philadelphia is the third-largest in the country, after New York City and Chicago. Historically, West Philadelphia[image: External link] and North Philadelphia were largely black neighborhoods, but many are leaving these areas in favor of the Northeast and Southwest sections of Philadelphia. There is a higher proportion of Muslims in the Black American population than most cities in America. West Philadelphia also has significant Caribbean and African immigrant populations.[100]

The Puerto Rican[image: External link] population in Philadelphia is the second-largest after New York City, and the second fastest-growing after Orlando.[94][101] There are large Puerto Rican and Dominican[image: External link] populations in North Philadelphia[image: External link] and the Northeast, as well as a significant Mexican population in South Philadelphia.[102]

Philadelphia has significant Asian[image: External link] populations mainly hailing from countries like India, China, Vietnam, and South Korea. Chinatown[image: External link] and the Northeast have the largest Asian presences, with a large Korean community in Olney, Philadelphia[image: External link]. South Philadelphia is also home to large Cambodian, Vietnamese, and Chinese communities. It has the fifth largest Muslim population among American cities.[103]
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 Religion




According to a 2014 study by the Pew Research Center[image: External link], 68% of the population of the city identified themselves as Christians[image: External link], with 41% professing attendance at a variety of churches that could be considered Protestant[image: External link], and 26% professing Roman Catholic[image: External link] beliefs,[104][105] while 24% claim no religious affiliation[image: External link]. The same study says that other religions (including Judaism[image: External link], Buddhism, Islam[image: External link], and Hinduism[image: External link]) collectively make up about 8% of the population. Metropolitan Philadelphia's Jewish[image: External link] population, the sixth largest in the United States, was estimated at 206,000 in 2001 and almost 300,000 in 2009.[106] (though this number includes many secular Jews[image: External link]). There is also a significant Eastern Orthodox population as well as a strong Lutheran community. The greater Philadelphia area is home to one of the largest Lutheran communities in the United States (the largest on the East Coast).[citation needed[image: External link]]

The Muslim African American community in Philadelphia has grown substantially over the last decade.[107] According to several statistics, Philadelphia has surpassed Detroit and New York City to become the American metropolitan area with the highest proportion of Muslims.[108]

Religions with less numerous adherents can also be found. There is Buddhism in Chinatown[image: External link], and Caribbean and African traditional religions[image: External link] in North and West Philadelphia. These numbers are also growing. Historically the city has strong connections to The Religious Society of Friends[image: External link], Unitarian Universalism[image: External link], and Ethical Culture[image: External link], all of which continue to be represented in the city. The Friends General Conference[image: External link] is based in Philadelphia. African diasporic religions[image: External link] are popular in Hispanic and Caribbean communities in North and West Philadelphia.[109][110][111]
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As of 2010, 79.12% (1,112,441) of Philadelphia residents age 5 and older spoke English[image: External link] at home as a primary language[image: External link], while 9.72% (136,688) spoke Spanish[image: External link], 1.64% (23,075) Chinese[image: External link], 0.89% (12,499) Vietnamese[image: External link], 0.77% (10,885) Russian[image: External link], 0.66% (9,240) French[image: External link], 0.61% (8,639) other Asian languages[image: External link], 0.58% (8,217) African languages[image: External link], 0.56% (7,933) Cambodian[image: External link] ( Mon-Khmer[image: External link]), and Italian[image: External link] was spoken as a main language[image: External link] by 0.55% (7,773) of the population over the age of five. In total, 20.88% (293,544) of Philadelphia's population age 5 and older spoke a mother language[image: External link] other than English.[112]
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	Top publicly traded companies

in Philadelphia for 2014



	Corporation
	Rank



	Comcast[image: External link]
	44



	Aramark[image: External link]
	209



	Crown Holdings[image: External link]
	313



	FMC[image: External link]
	581



	Urban Outfitters[image: External link]
	715



	Chemtura[image: External link]
	775



	Pep Boys[image: External link]
	945



	Notes



	Rankings for fiscal year ended 2014.



	
Source: Fortune[113]





Main article: Economy of Philadelphia[image: External link]


Philadelphia is the center of economic activity in Pennsylvania with the headquarters of seven Fortune 1000[image: External link] companies located within city limits. According to the Bureau of Economic Analysis, the Philadelphia area had a total gross metropolitan product of $347 billion in 2010, the seventh-largest metropolitan economy in the United States.[114] Philadelphia was rated by the GaWC5[image: External link] as an 'Alpha- City' in its categorization of world cities[image: External link].[115]

Philadelphia's economic sectors include information technology, manufacturing, oil refining, food processing, health care, biotechnology, tourism, and financial services. Financial activities account for the largest sector of the metropolitan area's economy, and it is one of the largest health education and research centers in the United States.

The city is home to the Philadelphia Stock Exchange[image: External link] and some of the area's largest companies including cable television and internet provider Comcast[image: External link], insurance companies Colonial Penn[image: External link], CIGNA[image: External link], Independence Blue Cross[image: External link], energy company Sunoco[image: External link], food services company Aramark[image: External link] and Crown[image: External link], chemical makers Rohm and Haas[image: External link] and FMC[image: External link], pharmaceutical company GlaxoSmithKline[image: External link], Boeing Rotorcraft Systems[image: External link], and automotive parts retailer Pep Boys[image: External link].

Philadelphia's annualized unemployment rate was 7.8% in 2014, down from 10.0% the previous year.[96] This is higher than the national average of 6.2%. Similarly, the rate of new jobs added to the city's economy lagged behind the national job growth. In 2014, about 8,800 jobs were added to the city's economy. Sectors with the largest number of jobs added were in education and health services, leisure and hospitality, and professional and business services. Declines were seen in the city's manufacturing and government sectors.[96]

While about 31.9% of the city's population is not in the labor force, the city's largest employers are the federal and city governments, respectively. Philadelphia's largest private employer is the University of Pennsylvania[image: External link] followed by the Children's Hospital of Philadelphia[image: External link].[96] A study commissioned by the city's government projected 40,000 jobs to be added to the city by 2035, raising the city's 2010 number of jobs from 675,000 total to an estimated 715,000 jobs.[86]

Philadelphia's history attracts many tourists, with the Independence National Historical Park[image: External link] (which includes the Liberty Bell, Independence Hall, and other historical sites) receiving over 3.6 million visitors in 2014.[116] The Greater Philadelphia region was visited by 39 million people in 2013 generating $10 billion in economic impact.[15]
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Main articles: Culture of Philadelphia[image: External link], Cultural depictions of Philadelphia[image: External link], List of people from Philadelphia[image: External link], List of sites of interest in Philadelphia[image: External link], and List of National Historic Landmarks in Philadelphia[image: External link]


Philadelphia is home to many national historical sites[image: External link] that relate to the founding of the United States. Independence National Historical Park[image: External link] is the center of these historical landmarks being one of the country's 22 UNESCO[image: External link] World Heritage Sites[image: External link]. Independence Hall[image: External link], where the Declaration of Independence was signed, and the Liberty Bell[image: External link] are the city's most famous attractions. Other historic sites include homes for Edgar Allan Poe[image: External link], Betsy Ross[image: External link], and Thaddeus Kosciuszko[image: External link], early government buildings like the First[image: External link] and Second Banks of the United States[image: External link], Fort Mifflin[image: External link], and the Gloria Dei (Old Swedes') Church[image: External link].[117] Philadelphia alone has 67 National Historic Landmarks[image: External link], the third most of any city in the country.[118]

Philadelphia's major science museums include the Franklin Institute[image: External link], which contains the Benjamin Franklin National Memorial[image: External link]; the Academy of Natural Sciences[image: External link]; the Mütter Museum[image: External link]; and the University of Pennsylvania Museum of Archaeology and Anthropology[image: External link]. History museums include the National Constitution Center[image: External link], the Atwater Kent Museum of Philadelphia[image: External link] History, the National Museum of American Jewish History[image: External link], the African American Museum in Philadelphia[image: External link], the Historical Society of Pennsylvania[image: External link], the Grand Lodge of Free and Accepted Masons in the state of Pennsylvania and The Masonic Library and Museum of Pennsylvania, Eastern State Penitentiary[image: External link] and the Battleship New Jersey Museum and Memorial[image: External link]. Philadelphia is home to the United States' first zoo[image: External link][120] and hospital[image: External link],[121] as well as Fairmount Park[image: External link], one of America's oldest and largest urban parks.[122]

The city is home to important archival repositories, including the Library Company of Philadelphia[image: External link], established in 1731, and the Athenaeum of Philadelphia[image: External link], founded in 1814. The Presbyterian Historical Society[image: External link], the country's oldest continuous denominational historical society, is also located there.
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Main article: Philadelphia English[image: External link]


The Philadelphia accent is considered by some to be the most distinctive accent in North America.[123] The dialect, which is spread throughout the Delaware Valley and South Jersey[image: External link], is part of Mid-Atlantic American English[image: External link], and as such it is similar in many ways to the Baltimore dialect[image: External link]. Unlike the Baltimore dialect, however, the Philadelphia accent also shares many similarities with the New York accent[image: External link]. Thanks to over a century of linguistic data collected by researchers at the University of Pennsylvania[image: External link] under sociolinguist William Labov[image: External link], the Philadelphia dialect has been one of the best-studied forms of American English[image: External link].[124][125][f] The accent is traditionally found within the Irish American[image: External link] and Italian American[image: External link] working-class neighborhoods.[126] Philadelphia also has its own unique collection of neologisms[image: External link] and slang terms.[127]
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The city contains many art museums, such as the Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts[image: External link] and the Rodin Museum[image: External link], which holds the largest collection of work by Auguste Rodin outside France. The city's major art museum, the Philadelphia Museum of Art[image: External link], is one of the largest art museums in the United States. Its long flight of steps[image: External link] to the main entrance became famous after the film Rocky[image: External link] (1976).[129]

The city is home to the Philadelphia Sketch Club[image: External link], one of the country's oldest artists' clubs, and The Plastic Club[image: External link], started by women excluded from the Sketch Club. It has a profusion of art galleries, many of which participate in the First Friday[image: External link] event. The first Friday of every month, galleries in Old City[image: External link] are open late. Annual events include film festivals and parades, the most famous being the New Year's Day Mummers Parade[image: External link].

Areas such as South Street and Old City[image: External link] have a vibrant night life. The Avenue of the Arts[image: External link] in Center City contains many restaurants and theaters, such as the Kimmel Center for the Performing Arts[image: External link], which is home to the Philadelphia Orchestra[image: External link], generally considered one of the top five orchestras[image: External link] in the United States, and the Academy of Music[image: External link], the nation's oldest continually operating opera house, home to the Opera Company of Philadelphia[image: External link] and the Pennsylvania Ballet[image: External link].[129] The Wilma Theatre[image: External link] and Philadelphia Theatre Company[image: External link] have new buildings constructed in the last decade on the avenue. They produce a variety of new works. Several blocks to the east are the Walnut Street Theatre[image: External link], America's oldest theatre and the largest subscription theater in the world; as well as the Lantern Theatre at St. Stephens Church, one of a number of smaller venues.

See also: List of public art in Philadelphia[image: External link]


Philadelphia has more public art[image: External link] than any other American city.[132] In 1872, the Association for Public Art[image: External link] (formerly the Fairmount Park Art Association) was created, the first private association in the United States dedicated to integrating public art and urban planning[image: External link].[133] In 1959, lobbying by the Artists Equity Association helped create the Percent for Art[image: External link] ordinance[image: External link], the first for a U.S. city.[134] The program, which has funded more than 200 pieces of public art, is administered by the Philadelphia Office of Arts and Culture, the city's art agency.[135]

Philadelphia has more murals than any other U.S. city, thanks in part to the 1984 creation of the Department of Recreation's Mural Arts Program[image: External link], which seeks to beautify neighborhoods and provide an outlet for graffiti[image: External link] artists. The program has funded more than 2,800 murals[image: External link] by professional, staff and volunteer artists and educated more than 20,000 youth in underserved neighborhoods throughout Philadelphia.[136]

Philadelphia artists have had a prominent national role in popular music[image: External link]. In the 1970s, Philadelphia soul[image: External link] influenced the music of that and later eras. On July 13, 1985, Philadelphia hosted the American end of the Live Aid[image: External link] concert at John F. Kennedy Stadium[image: External link]. The city reprised this role for the Live 8[image: External link] concert, bringing some 700,000 people to the Ben Franklin Parkway[image: External link] on July 2, 2005.[137] Philadelphia is home to the world-renowned Philadelphia Boys Choir & Chorale[image: External link], which has performed its music all over the world. Dr. Robert G. Hamilton, founder of the choir, is a notable native Philadelphian. The Philly Pops is another famous Philadelphia music group. The city has played a major role in the development and support of American rock music and rap music[image: External link]. Hip-hop/Rap artists such as The Roots[image: External link], DJ Jazzy Jeff & The Fresh Prince[image: External link], The Goats[image: External link], Freeway[image: External link], Schoolly D[image: External link], Eve[image: External link], and Lisa "Left Eye" Lopes[image: External link] hail from the city.
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Main article: Cuisine of Philadelphia[image: External link]


The city is known for its hoagies[image: External link], scrapple[image: External link], soft pretzels[image: External link], water ice[image: External link], Irish potato candy[image: External link], Tastykake[image: External link], and is home to the cheesesteak[image: External link], developed by German and Italian immigrants. Philadelphia boasts a number of cheesesteak establishments, however two locations in South Philadelphia[image: External link] are perhaps the most famous among tourists: Pat's King of Steaks[image: External link] and its across the street rival Geno's Steaks[image: External link].

Its high-end restaurants include Morimoto, Iron Chef[image: External link] Masaharu Morimoto[image: External link]'s first restaurant, Vetri, famous on the East Coast for its take on Northern Italian cuisine, and Lacroix, a staple restaurant situated in Rittenhouse Square. Italian specialties have been supplemented by many new Vietnamese and other Asian restaurants, both budget and high-end.

McGillin's Olde Ale House[image: External link], located on Drury Street in Center City, is the oldest continuously operated tavern[image: External link] in the city.[138]

Philadelphia is also home to a landmark eatery founded in 1892, the Reading Terminal Market[image: External link]. The enclosed public market hosts over a hundred merchants offering Pennsylvania Dutch[image: External link] specialties, artisan cheese[image: External link] and meat, locally grown groceries, and specialty and ethnic foods.[139]
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Philadelphia has decriminalized small amounts of marijuana in the city, reducing penalties for possession and public use to minor fines and community service. The move makes Philadelphia the largest city in the United States to decriminalize pot.[140]
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Main articles: Sports in Philadelphia[image: External link] and U.S. cities with teams from four major sports


Philadelphia's professional sports teams date at least to the 1860 founding of baseball's Athletics[image: External link]. The city is one of 12 U.S. cities to have all four major sports: the Philadelphia Phillies[image: External link] in the National League[image: External link] of Major League Baseball[image: External link], the Philadelphia Eagles[image: External link] of the National Football League[image: External link], the Philadelphia Flyers[image: External link] of the National Hockey League[image: External link], and the Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link] of the National Basketball Association[image: External link].

The Philadelphia metro area is also home of the Philadelphia Union[image: External link] of Major League Soccer[image: External link]. The Union play their home games at Talen Energy Stadium[image: External link], a soccer-specific stadium[image: External link] in Chester, Pennsylvania. Philadelphia began play in MLS in 2010, after beating several other cities in competition for the rights to an MLS expansion franchise.

The city's professional teams went without a championship from 1983, when the 76ers won the NBA Championship[image: External link], until 2008, when the Phillies won the World Series[image: External link]. In 2004, ESPN[image: External link] ranked Philadelphia second on its list of The Fifteen Most Tortured Sports Cities.[141] The failure was sometimes attributed in jest to the "Curse of Billy Penn[image: External link]." The sports fans of Philadelphia are known for being referred to as the "Meanest Fans in America".[142]

Major-sport professional sports teams that originated in Philadelphia but ultimately moved to other cities include the Golden State Warriors[image: External link] basketball team and the Oakland Athletics[image: External link] baseball team.

Philadelphia is also the home city of the Philadelphia Spinners[image: External link], a professional ultimate team that is part of the Major League Ultimate[image: External link]. They are one of the original eight teams of the American Ultimate Disc League[image: External link] that began in April 2012. They played at Franklin Field[image: External link] and won the inaugural AUDL championship. As of 2013, the Spinners play in the newer MLU at various stadiums through the city and surrounding southern suburbs.

Rowing has been popular in Philadelphia since the 18th century.[143] Boathouse Row[image: External link] is a symbol of Philadelphia's rich rowing history, and each Big Five[image: External link] member has its own boathouse.[144] Philadelphia hosts numerous local and collegiate rowing clubs and competitions, including the annual Dad Vail Regatta[image: External link], the largest intercollegiate rowing[image: External link] event in the U.S, the Stotesbury Cup Regatta[image: External link], and the Head of the Schuylkill Regatta[image: External link], all of which are held on the Schuylkill River[image: External link].[145][146][147] The regattas are hosted and organized by the Schuylkill Navy[image: External link], an association of area rowing clubs that has produced numerous Olympic[image: External link] rowers.[148]

Philadelphia is home to professional, semi-professional and elite amateur teams in cricket, rugby league (Philadelphia Fight[image: External link]), rugby union and other sports. Major sporting events in the city include the Penn Relays[image: External link], Philadelphia Marathon[image: External link], Broad Street Run[image: External link], and the Philadelphia International Championship[image: External link] bicycle race[image: External link]. The Collegiate Rugby Championship[image: External link] is played every June at Talen Energy Stadium[image: External link]; the CRC is broadcast live on NBC and regularly draws attendances of 18,000.

Philadelphia is home to the Philadelphia Big 5[image: External link], a group of five Division I college basketball programs. The Big 5 are Saint Joseph's University[image: External link], University of Pennsylvania[image: External link], La Salle University[image: External link], Temple University[image: External link], and Villanova University[image: External link]. The sixth NCAA Division I school in Philadelphia is Drexel University[image: External link]. At least one of the teams is competitive nearly every year[ vague[image: External link]] and at least one team has made the NCAA tournament for the past four decades.[ which?[image: External link]] Villanova won the 2016 NCAA Division I Men's Basketball Tournament[image: External link] championship.



	Team
	League
	Sport
	Venue
	Attendance
	Founded
	Championships



	Philadelphia Eagles[image: External link]
	NFL[image: External link]
	American Football
	Lincoln Financial Field[image: External link]
	69,144
	1933
	1948[image: External link], 1949[image: External link], 1960[image: External link]



	Philadelphia Phillies[image: External link]
	MLB[image: External link]
	Baseball
	Citizens Bank Park[image: External link]
	43,651
	1883
	1980[image: External link], 2008[image: External link]



	Philadelphia Flyers[image: External link]
	NHL[image: External link]
	Ice Hockey
	Wells Fargo Center[image: External link]
	19,786
	1967
	1973–74[image: External link], 1974–75[image: External link]



	Philadelphia Union[image: External link]
	MLS[image: External link]
	Soccer
	Talen Energy Stadium[image: External link]
	18,053
	2010
	none



	Philadelphia 76ers[image: External link]
	NBA[image: External link]
	Basketball
	Wells Fargo Center[image: External link]
	13,869
	1963
	1966–67[image: External link], 1982–83[image: External link]



	Philadelphia Soul[image: External link]
	AFL[image: External link]
	Arena Football
	Wells Fargo Center[image: External link]
	9,000[149]
	2004
	2008[image: External link], 2016














[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Olympic bidding




The city of Philadelphia has placed four bids[image: External link] for the Olympics in 1920, 1948, 1952 and 1956, losing all their bids and having also pulled their bids another three times for the 2004, 2016 and 2024 games.[citation needed[image: External link]]

On April 22, 2013, Mayor Michael Nutter[image: External link]'s office declared Philadelphia's interest in bidding for the 2024 Games. The city had expressed interest in hosting the 2016 Games, but lost out to Chicago as the USOC's bid city.[150] The City of Philadelphia withdrew from consideration on May 28, 2014 in a letter to the USOC, citing "timing" as a major factor in the decision. The city reiterated a continued interest in pursuing the games in the future. On May 28, 2014, Mayor Michael Nutter announced that he had written to the USOC earlier that month, informing it of the city's decision not to pursue a bid to host the 2024 Summer Olympic Games[image: External link].[151]
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 Parks




Main article: Fairmount Park[image: External link]


See also: List of parks in Philadelphia[image: External link]


As of 2014, the total city parkland, including municipal, state and federal parks within the city limits, amounts to 11,211 acres (45.37 km2).[17] Philadelphia's largest park is Fairmount Park[image: External link] which includes the Philadelphia Zoo[image: External link] and encompasses 2,052 acres (8.30 km2) of the total parkland, while the adjacent Wissahickon Valley Park[image: External link] contains 2,042 acres (8.26 km2).[152] Fairmount Park, when combined with Wissahickon Valley Park, is one of the largest contiguous urban park[image: External link] areas in the United States.[17] The two parks, along with the historic Colonial Revival[image: External link], Georgian[image: External link] and Federal architecture contained in them, have been listed as one entity on the National Register of Historic Places[image: External link] since 1972.[153]
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 Law and government




From a governmental perspective, Philadelphia County is a legal nullity[image: External link], as all county functions were assumed by the city in 1952. The city has been coterminous with the county since 1854.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Philadelphia's 1952 Home Rule Charter was written by the City Charter Commission, which was created by the Pennsylvania General Assembly in an Act of April 21, 1949, and a city ordinance of June 15, 1949. The existing City Council received a proposed draft on February 14, 1951, and the electors approved it in an election held April 17, 1951.[154] The first elections under the new Home Rule Charter were held in November 1951, and the newly elected officials took office in January 1952.[155]



The city uses the strong-mayor version of the mayor-council[image: External link] form of government, which is headed by one mayor, in whom executive authority is vested. Elected at-large[image: External link], the mayor is limited to two consecutive four-year terms under the city's home rule[image: External link] charter, but can run for the position again after an intervening term. The Mayor is Jim Kenney[image: External link], who replaced Michael Nutter[image: External link], who served two terms from 2009 to January 2016. Kenney, as all Philadelphia mayors have been since 1952, is a member of the Democratic Party[image: External link], which tends to dominate local politics so thoroughly that the Democratic Mayoral primary is often more widely covered than the general election. The legislative branch, the Philadelphia City Council[image: External link], consists of ten council members representing individual districts and seven members elected at large. Democrats currently hold 14 seats, with Republicans representing two allotted at-large seats for the minority party, as well as the Northeast-based[image: External link] Tenth District. The current council president is Darrell Clarke[image: External link].
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 Courts




The Philadelphia County Court of Common Pleas[image: External link] (First Judicial District) is the trial court[image: External link] of general jurisdiction for Philadelphia, hearing felony[image: External link]-level criminal cases and civil suits above the minimum jurisdictional limit of $7000 (excepting small claims cases valued between $7000 and $12000 and landlord-tenant issues heard in the Municipal Court) under its original jurisdiction[image: External link]; it also has appellate jurisdiction[image: External link] over rulings from the Municipal and Traffic Courts and over decisions of certain Pennsylvania state agencies (e.g. the Pennsylvania Liquor Control Board[image: External link]). It has 90 legally trained judges elected by the voters. It is funded and operated largely by city resources and employees.[158] The current District Attorney[image: External link] is Seth Williams[image: External link], a Democrat. The last Republican to hold the office is Ron Castille[image: External link], who left in 1991 and is currently the Chief Justice of the Pennsylvania Supreme Court.

The Philadelphia Municipal Court[image: External link] handles matters of limited jurisdiction as well as landlord-tenant disputes, appeals from traffic court, preliminary hearings for felony-level offenses, and misdemeanor criminal trials. It has 25 legally trained judges elected by the voters.[159]

Philadelphia Traffic Court is a court of special jurisdiction that hears violations of traffic laws. It has seven judges elected by the voters.[160] As with magisterial district judges, the judges need not be lawyers, but must complete the certifying course and pass the qualifying examination administered by the Minor Judiciary Education Board.[161]

Pennsylvania's three appellate courts[image: External link] also have sittings in Philadelphia. The Supreme Court of Pennsylvania[image: External link], the court of last resort in the state, regularly hears arguments in Philadelphia City Hall[image: External link]. Also, the Superior Court of Pennsylvania[image: External link] and the Commonwealth Court of Pennsylvania[image: External link] sit in Philadelphia several times a year. Judges for these courts are elected at large. Each court has a prothonotary[image: External link]'s office in Philadelphia as well.

Additionally, Philadelphia is home to the federal United States District Court for the Eastern District of Pennsylvania[image: External link] and the Court of Appeals for the Third Circuit[image: External link], both of which are housed in the James A. Byrne United States Courthouse[image: External link].
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 Politics




See also: List of mayors of Philadelphia[image: External link]




	
Philadelphia County vote by party in presidential elections





	Year
	Republican[image: External link]
	Democratic[image: External link]



	2016[image: External link]
	15.3% 108,748

	
82.3% 584,020




	2012[image: External link]
	14.0% 96,467

	
85.2% 588,806




	2008[image: External link]
	16.3% 117,221

	
83.0% 595,980




	2004[image: External link]
	19.3% 130,099

	
80.4% 542,205




	2000[image: External link]
	18.0% 100,959

	
80.0% 449,182




	1996[image: External link]
	16.0% 85,345

	
77.4% 412,988




	1992[image: External link]
	20.9% 133,328

	
68.2% 434,904




	1988[image: External link]
	32.5% 219,053

	
66.6% 449,566




	1984[image: External link]
	34.6% 267,178

	
64.9% 501,369




	1980[image: External link]
	34.0% 244,108

	
58.7% 421,253




	1976[image: External link]
	32.0% 239,000

	
66.3% 494,579




	1972[image: External link]
	43.9% 344,096

	
55.1% 431,736




	1968[image: External link]
	29.9% 254,153

	
61.8% 525,768




	1964[image: External link]
	26.2% 239,733

	
73.4% 670,645




	1960[image: External link]
	31.8% 291,000

	
68.0% 622,544





As of December 31, 2009, there were 1,057,038 registered voters in Philadelphia.[163] Registered voters constitute 68.3% of the total population.[164]


	
Democratic[image: External link]: 829,873 (78.5%)

	
Republican[image: External link]: 134,216 (12.7%)

	
Libertarian[image: External link] 2,631 (0.2%)

	Other Parties and No party: 90,318 (8.5%)[163]




From the American Civil War until the mid-20th century, Philadelphia was a bastion of the Republican Party[image: External link], which arose from the staunch pro-Northern views of Philadelphia residents during and after the war (Philadelphia was chosen as the host city for the first Republican National Convention[image: External link] in 1856[image: External link]). After the Great Depression, Democratic registrations increased, but the city was not carried by Democrat Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link] in his landslide victory of 1932[image: External link] (in which Pennsylvania was one of the few states won by Republican Herbert Hoover[image: External link]). Four years later, however, voter turnout surged and the city finally flipped to the Democrats. Roosevelt carried Philadelphia with over 60% of the vote in 1936[image: External link]. The city has remained loyally Democratic in every presidential election since. It is now one of the most Democratic in the country; in 2008, Democrat Barack Obama[image: External link] drew 83% of the city's vote. Obama's win was even greater in 2012, capturing 85% of the vote. In 2016, Democrat Hillary Clinton[image: External link] won 82% of the vote, a small but noticeable dropoff.

Philadelphia once comprised six congressional districts[image: External link]. However, as a result of the city's declining population, it now has only four: the 1st district[image: External link], represented by Bob Brady[image: External link]; the 2nd[image: External link], represented by Dwight Evans[image: External link]; the 8th[image: External link], represented by Brian Fitzpatrick[image: External link]; and the 13th[image: External link], represented by Brendan Boyle[image: External link]. All but Fitzpatrick are Democrats. Although they are usually swamped by Democrats in city, state and national elections, Republicans still have some support in the area, primarily in the northeast[image: External link]. A Republican represented a significant portion of Philadelphia in the House as late as 1983, and Sam Katz[image: External link] ran competitive mayoral races as the Republican nominee in both 1999[image: External link] and 2003[image: External link].

Pennsylvania's longest-serving Senator[image: External link],[165] Arlen Specter[image: External link], was from Philadelphia; he served as a Republican from 1981 and as a Democrat from 2009, losing that party's primary in 2010[image: External link] and leaving office in January 2011. He was also the city's District Attorney from 1966 to 1974.

Philadelphia has hosted various national conventions[image: External link], including in 1848 (Whig)[image: External link], 1856 (Republican)[image: External link], 1872 (Republican)[image: External link], 1900 (Republican)[image: External link], 1936 (Democratic)[image: External link], 1940 (Republican)[image: External link], 1948 (Republican)[image: External link], 1948 (Progressive)[image: External link], 2000 (Republican)[image: External link], and 2016 (Democratic)[image: External link].[166] Philadelphia has been home to one Vice President, George M. Dallas[image: External link], and one Civil War general who won his party's nomination for president but lost in the general election: George B. McClellan[image: External link].

See also: Philadelphia County, Pennsylvania § Politics[image: External link]
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 Crime




Main article: Crime in Philadelphia[image: External link]


Like many American cities, Philadelphia saw a gradual yet pronounced rise in crime in the years following World War II. There were 525 murders in 1990, a rate of 31.5 per 100,000. There were an average of about 600 murders a year for most of the 1990s. The murder count dropped in 2002 to 288, then rose four years later to 406 in 2006 and 392 in 2007.[167] A few years later, Philadelphia began to see a rapid drop in homicides and violent crime. In 2013, there were 246 murders, which is a decrease of over 25% from the previous year, and a decrease of over 44% since 2007.[168] And in 2014, there were 248 homicides, up by one since 2013.[96] In 2015, according to annual homicide statistics and crime maps provided on the Philadelphia Police Department's website, there were 280 murders in the city.[169] The same departmental site documents that the number of homicides fell slightly (1.07%) the following year, with 277 murders in Philadelphia in 2016.[169]

In 2006, Philadelphia's homicide rate of 27.7 per 100,000 people was the highest of the country's 10 most populous cities.[170] In 2012, Philadelphia had the fourth-highest homicide rate among the country's most populous cities. And in 2014, the rate dropped to 16.0 homicides per 100,000 residents placing Philadelphia as the sixth-highest city in the country.[96]

In 2004, there were 7,513.5 crimes per 200,000 people in Philadelphia.[171] Among its neighboring Mid-Atlantic cities in the same population group, Baltimore and Washington, D.C. were ranked second- and third-most dangerous cities in the United States, respectively.[172] Camden[image: External link], New Jersey, a city across the Delaware River from Philadelphia, was ranked as the most dangerous city in the United States.[172]

The number of shootings in the city has declined significantly in the last 10 years. Shooting incidents peaked in 2006 when 1,857 shootings were recorded. That number has dropped 44 percent to 1,047 shootings in 2014.[96] Similarly, major crimes in the city has decreased gradually in the last ten years since its peak in 2006 when 85,498 major crimes were reported. In the past three years, the number of reported major crimes fell 11 percent to a total of 68,815. Violent crimes[image: External link], which include homicide, rape, aggravated assault, and robbery, decreased 14 percent in the past three years with a reported 15,771 occurrences in 2014.[96] Based on the rate of violent crimes per 1,000 residents in American cities with 25,000 people or more, Philadelphia was ranked as the 54th most dangerous city in 2015.[173]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Education




Main article: Education in Philadelphia[image: External link]
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 Primary and secondary education




Education in Philadelphia is provided by many private and public institutions. The School District of Philadelphia[image: External link] runs the city's public schools[image: External link]. The Philadelphia School District is the eighth largest school district in the United States[174] with 142,266 students in 218 public schools and 86 charter schools[image: External link] as of 2014.[175]

The city's K-12 enrollment in district run schools has dropped in the last five years from 156,211 students in 2010 to 130,104 students in 2015. During the same time period, the enrollment in charter schools has increased from 33,995 students in 2010 to 62,358 students in 2015.[96] This consistent drop in enrollment has led the city to close 24 of its public schools in 2013.[176] During the 2014 school year, the city spent an average of $12,570 per pupil, below the average among comparable urban school districts.[96]

Graduation rates among district-run schools, meanwhile, have steadily increased in the last ten years. In 2005, Philadelphia had a district graduation rate of 52%. This number has increased to 65% in 2014, still below the national and state averages. Scores on the state's standardized test, the Pennsylvania System of School Assessment[image: External link] (PSSA) have trended upward from 2005 to 2011 but have decreased since. In 2005, the district-run schools scored an average of 37.4% on math and 35.5% on reading. The city's schools reached its peak scores in 2011 with 59.0% on math and 52.3% on reading. In 2014, the scores dropped significantly to 45.2% on math and 42.0% on reading.[96]

Of the city's public high schools, including charter schools, only four performed above the national average on the SAT[image: External link] (1497[177]) in 2014: Masterman[image: External link], Central[image: External link], Girard[image: External link], and MaST Community Charter School[image: External link]. All other district-run schools were below average.[96]
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 Higher education




Philadelphia has the third-largest student concentration on the East Coast, with over 120,000 college and university students enrolled within the city and nearly 300,000 in the metropolitan area.[179] There are over 80 colleges, universities, trade, and specialty schools in the Philadelphia region. One of the founding members of the Association of American Universities[image: External link] is in city, the University of Pennsylvania[image: External link], an Ivy League[image: External link] institution with claims to being the oldest university in the country.[180]

The city's largest private school by number of students is Temple University[image: External link], followed by Drexel University[image: External link].[181] Along with the University of Pennsylvania, Temple University and Drexel University make up the city's major research universities. The city is also home to five schools of medicine: Drexel University College of Medicine[image: External link], Perelman School of Medicine at the University of Pennsylvania[image: External link], Philadelphia College of Osteopathic Medicine[image: External link], Temple University School of Medicine[image: External link], and the Thomas Jefferson University[image: External link]. Hospitals, universities, and higher education research institutions in Philadelphia's four congressional districts received more than $252 million in National Institutes of Health grants in 2015.[182]

Other institutions of higher learning within the city's borders include:



	

	Saint Joseph's University[image: External link]

	La Salle University[image: External link]

	Peirce College[image: External link]

	University of the Sciences in Philadelphia[image: External link]

	The University of the Arts[image: External link]

	Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts[image: External link]

	Curtis Institute of Music[image: External link]

	Thomas Jefferson University[image: External link]




	

	Moore College of Art and Design[image: External link]

	The Art Institute of Philadelphia[image: External link]

	The Restaurant School at Walnut Hill College[image: External link]

	Philadelphia University[image: External link]

	Chestnut Hill College[image: External link]

	Holy Family University[image: External link]

	Community College of Philadelphia[image: External link]

	Messiah College Philadelphia Campus[image: External link]









[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Media




For more details on this topic, see Media in Philadelphia[image: External link].
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 Newspapers




Philadelphia's two major daily newspapers[image: External link] are The Philadelphia Inquirer[image: External link], which is the eighteenth largest newspaper[183] and third-oldest surviving daily newspaper in the country,[184] and the Philadelphia Daily News[image: External link]. Both newspapers were purchased from The McClatchy Company[image: External link] (after buying out Knight Ridder[image: External link]) in 2006 by Philadelphia Media Holdings[image: External link] and operated by the group until the organization declared bankruptcy in 2010.[185] After two years of financial struggle, the two newspapers were sold to Interstate General Media[image: External link] in 2012.[185] The two newspapers have a combined circulation of about 500,000 readers.[183]

The city also has a number of other, smaller newspapers and magazine in circulation such as the Philadelphia Tribune[image: External link], which serves the African-American[image: External link] community, the Philadelphia[image: External link], a monthly regional magazine; Philadelphia Weekly[image: External link], a weekly-printed alternative newspaper; Philadelphia City Paper[image: External link] another weekly-printed newspaper; Philadelphia Gay News[image: External link], which services the LGBT[image: External link] community; The Jewish Exponent[image: External link] a weekly-printed newspaper servicing the Jewish community; Philadelphia Metro[image: External link], free daily newspaper; and Al Día[image: External link], a weekly newspaper servicing the Latino[image: External link] community.

In addition, there are several student-run newspapers including The Daily Pennsylvanian[image: External link], The Temple News[image: External link], and The Triangle[image: External link].
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 Radio and television




The first experimental radio license was issued in Philadelphia in August 1912 to St. Joseph's College[image: External link]. The first commercial broadcasting[image: External link] radio stations appeared in 1922: first WIP[image: External link], then owned by Gimbel's department store[image: External link], on March 17, followed the same year by WFIL[image: External link], WOO, WCAU[image: External link] and WDAS.[186] The highest-rated stations in Philadelphia include soft rock[image: External link] WBEB[image: External link], KYW Newsradio[image: External link], and urban adult contemporary[image: External link] WDAS-FM[image: External link]. Philadelphia is served by three major non-commercial public radio[image: External link] stations, WHYY-FM[image: External link] (NPR), WRTI[image: External link] (jazz, classical), and WXPN-FM[image: External link] (adult alternative music), as well as several smaller stations.

Rock stations WMMR[image: External link] and WYSP had historically been intense rivals. However, in 2011, WYSP switched to sports talk as WIP-FM[image: External link], which broadcasts all Philadelphia Eagles[image: External link] games. WMMR's The Preston and Steve[image: External link] Show has been the area's top-rated morning show since Howard Stern[image: External link] left broadcast radio for satellite-based Sirius Radio[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

Four urban[image: External link] stations ( WUSL[image: External link] ("Power 99"), WPHI[image: External link] ("Hot 107.9"), WDAS[image: External link] and WRNB[image: External link] ("Old School 100.3")) are popular choices on the FM dial. WBEB[image: External link] is the city's Adult Contemporary[image: External link] station, while WTDY-FM[image: External link] ("Wired 96.5") is the major Rhythmic Top 40 station.[citation needed[image: External link]]

In the 1930s, the experimental station W3XE[image: External link], owned by Philco[image: External link], became the first television station in Philadelphia; it became NBC[image: External link]'s first affiliate in 1939, and later became KYW-TV[image: External link] ( CBS[image: External link]). WCAU-TV[image: External link], WPVI-TV[image: External link], WHYY-TV[image: External link], WPHL-TV[image: External link], and WTXF-TV[image: External link] had all been founded by the 1970s.[186] In 1952, WFIL (now WPVI) premiered the television show Bandstand, which later became the nationally broadcast American Bandstand[image: External link] hosted by Dick Clark[image: External link].[187] Today, as in many large metropolitan areas, each of the commercial networks has an affiliate, and call letters have been replaced in promotional use by corporate IDs: CBS3, 6ABC, NBC10, Fox29, Telefutura28, Telemundo62, Univision65, plus My PHL 17 and CW Philly 57[image: External link]. The region is served also by public broadcasting[image: External link] stations WYBE-TV[image: External link] (Philadelphia), WHYY-TV (Wilmington, Delaware and Philadelphia), WLVT-TV[image: External link] (Lehigh Valley), and NJTV[image: External link] (New Jersey). In September 2007, Philadelphia approved a Public-access television[image: External link] cable TV channel.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Until September 2014, Philadelphia was the only media market in the United States with owned-and-operated stations[image: External link] of all five English-language major broadcast networks (NBC – WCAU, CBS – KYW-TV, ABC[image: External link] – WPVI-TV, Fox[image: External link] – WTXF-TV and The CW[image: External link] – WPSG); three of the major Spanish-language networks ( Univision[image: External link], UniMas[image: External link] and Telemundo[image: External link]) also have O&Os serving the market (respectively, WUVP-DT[image: External link], WFPA-CD[image: External link] and WWSI[image: External link]).[citation needed[image: External link]]

The city is also the nation's fourth-largest consumer in media market[image: External link], as ranked by the Nielsen Media Research[image: External link], with over 2.9 million TV homes.[188]
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 Infrastructure
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 Transportation




Main article: Transportation in Philadelphia[image: External link]


Philadelphia is served by the Southeastern Pennsylvania Transportation Authority ( SEPTA[image: External link]), which operates buses, trains, rapid transit, trolleys, and "trackless trolleys" (electric buses) throughout Philadelphia, the four Pennsylvania suburban counties of Bucks[image: External link], Chester[image: External link], Delaware[image: External link], and Montgomery[image: External link], in addition to service to Mercer County, New Jersey[image: External link] and New Castle County, Delaware[image: External link]. The city's subway, opened in 1907, is the third-oldest in America.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Beginning in 1981, large sections of the SEPTA Regional Rail[image: External link] service to the far suburbs of Philadelphia were discontinued due to lack of funding. Several projects have been proposed to extend rail service back to these areas, but lack of funding has again been the chief obstacle to implementation. These projects include the proposed Schuylkill Valley Metro[image: External link] to Wyomissing, Pennsylvania[image: External link], and a return of the Media/Elwyn line to Wawa, Pennsylvania[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

Philadelphia's 30th Street Station[image: External link] is a major railroad station on Amtrak's Northeast Corridor[image: External link], which offers access to Amtrak, SEPTA, and NJ Transit[image: External link] lines.[citation needed[image: External link]]

The PATCO Speedline[image: External link] provides rapid transit service to Camden[image: External link], Collingswood[image: External link], Westmont[image: External link], Haddonfield[image: External link], Woodcrest (Cherry Hill)[image: External link], Ashland (Voorhees)[image: External link], and Lindenwold[image: External link], New Jersey, from stations on Locust Street between 16th and 15th, 13th and 12th, and 10th and 9th Streets, and on Market Street at 8th Street.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Airports




Two airports serve Philadelphia: the Philadelphia International Airport[image: External link] (PHL), straddling the southern boundary of the city, and the Northeast Philadelphia Airport[image: External link] (PNE), a general aviation reliever airport in Northeast Philadelphia[image: External link]. Philadelphia International Airport provides scheduled domestic and international air service, while Northeast Philadelphia Airport serves general and corporate aviation. In 2013, Philadelphia International Airport was the 15th busiest airport in the world measured by traffic movements[image: External link] (i.e. takeoffs and landings).[189] It is also the second largest hub and primary international hub for American Airlines[image: External link].[190] SEPTA's Airport Regional Rail Line[image: External link] provides direct service between the Center City railroad stations and Philadelphia International Airport[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Roads




William Penn[image: External link] initially planned a Philadelphia that had numbered streets[image: External link] traversing north and south and "tree" named streets traversing east and west, with the two main streets Broad Street[image: External link] and High Street[image: External link] converging at Centre Square[image: External link]. The plans have since expanded to include major highways that span other major sections of Philadelphia.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Interstate 95[image: External link] runs through the city along the Delaware River as a main north-south artery known as the Delaware Expressway. The city is also served by the Schuylkill Expressway[image: External link], a portion of Interstate 76[image: External link] that runs along the Schuylkill River[image: External link]. It meets the Pennsylvania Turnpike[image: External link] at King of Prussia, Pennsylvania, providing access to Harrisburg, Pennsylvania[image: External link] and points west. Interstate 676[image: External link], the Vine Street Expressway[image: External link], was completed in 1991 after years of planning. A link between I-95 and I-76, it runs below street level through Center City, connecting to the Ben Franklin Bridge[image: External link] at its eastern end.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Roosevelt Boulevard[image: External link] and the Roosevelt Expressway[image: External link] (U.S. 1[image: External link]) connect Northeast Philadelphia[image: External link] with Center City. Woodhaven Road (Route 63[image: External link]), built in 1966, and Cottman Avenue (Route 73[image: External link]) serve the neighborhoods of Northeast Philadelphia[image: External link], running between Interstate 95[image: External link] and the Roosevelt Boulevard (U.S. 1[image: External link]). The Fort Washington Expressway (Route 309[image: External link]) extends north from the city's northern border, serving Montgomery County[image: External link] and Bucks County[image: External link]. U.S. 30[image: External link], extending east-west from West Philadelphia to Lancaster, is known as Lancaster Avenue[image: External link] throughout most of the city and through the adjacent Main Line[image: External link] suburbs.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Interstate 476[image: External link], commonly nicknamed the "Blue Route" through Delaware County[image: External link], bypasses the city to the west, serving the city's western suburbs, as well as providing a link to Allentown and points north. Similarly, Interstate 276[image: External link], the Pennsylvania Turnpike[image: External link]'s Delaware River Extension, acts as a bypass and commuter route to the north of the city as well as a link to the New Jersey Turnpike[image: External link] to New York.[citation needed[image: External link]]

However, other planned freeways have been canceled, such as an Interstate 695[image: External link] running southwest from downtown; two freeways connecting Interstate 95[image: External link] to Interstate 76[image: External link] that would have replaced Girard Avenue and South Street; and a freeway upgrade of Roosevelt Boulevard[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

The Delaware River Port Authority[image: External link] operates four bridges in the Philadelphia area across the Delaware River[image: External link] to New Jersey: the Walt Whitman Bridge[image: External link] (I-76), the Benjamin Franklin Bridge[image: External link] (I-676 and US 30[image: External link]), the Betsy Ross Bridge[image: External link] (Route 90[image: External link]), and the Commodore Barry Bridge[image: External link] (US 322[image: External link]). The Tacony-Palmyra Bridge[image: External link] connects PA Route 73[image: External link] in the Tacony[image: External link] section of Northeast Philadelphia[image: External link] with New Jersey's Route 73[image: External link] in Palmyra[image: External link], Camden County[image: External link], and is maintained by the Burlington County Bridge Commission[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Bus service




Philadelphia is also a major hub for Greyhound Lines[image: External link], which operates 24-hour service to points east of the Mississippi River. Most of Greyhound's services in Philadelphia operate to/from the Philadelphia Greyhound Terminal[image: External link], located at 1001 Filbert Street in Center City Philadelphia. In 2006, the Philadelphia Greyhound Terminal was the second busiest Greyhound terminal in the United States, after the Port Authority Bus Terminal[image: External link] in New York. Besides Greyhound, six other bus operators provide service to the Center City Greyhound terminal: Bieber Tourways[image: External link], Capitol Trailways, Martz Trailways[image: External link], Peter Pan Bus Lines[image: External link], Susquehanna Trailways, and the bus division for New Jersey Transit[image: External link]. Other services include Megabus[image: External link] and Bolt Bus[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Rail




Main article: History of rail transport in Philadelphia[image: External link]


Since the early days of rail transport in the United States[image: External link], Philadelphia has served as hub for several major rail companies, particularly the Pennsylvania Railroad[image: External link] and the Reading Railroad[image: External link]. The Pennsylvania Railroad first operated Broad Street Station[image: External link], then 30th Street Station[image: External link] and Suburban Station[image: External link], and the Reading Railroad operated out of Reading Terminal[image: External link], now part of the Pennsylvania Convention Center[image: External link]. The two companies also operated competing commuter rail systems in the area, known collectively as the Regional Rail system. The two systems today, for the most part still intact but now connected, operate as a single system under the control of the SEPTA[image: External link], the regional transit authority. Additionally, the PATCO Speedline[image: External link] subway system and NJ Transit[image: External link]'s Atlantic City Line[image: External link] operate successor services to southern New Jersey.[191]

Philadelphia, once home to more than 4,000 trolleys[image: External link] on 65 lines,[192] is one of the few North American cities to maintain streetcar[image: External link] lines. Today, SEPTA operates five "subway-surface" trolleys that run on street-level tracks in West Philadelphia and subway tunnels in Center City[image: External link]. SEPTA also recently[ when?[image: External link]] reintroduced trolley service to the Girard Avenue Line[image: External link], Route 15.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Today, Philadelphia is a regional hub of the federally owned[image: External link] Amtrak system, with 30th Street Station being a primary stop on the Washington-Boston Northeast Corridor[image: External link] and the Keystone Corridor[image: External link] to Harrisburg[image: External link] and Pittsburgh[image: External link]. 30th Street also serves as a major station for services via the Pennsylvania Railroad's former Pennsylvania Main Line[image: External link] to Chicago. 30th Street is Amtrak's third-busiest station in numbers of passengers as of fiscal year[image: External link] 2013.[193]
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 Walkability




A 2015 study by Walk Score ranked Philadelphia the fourth most walkable major city in the United States.[194]
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 Utilities




Historically, Philadelphia sourced its water by the Fairmount Water Works[image: External link], the nation's first major urban water supply system. In 1909, Water Works was decommissioned as the city transitioned to modern sand filtration methods.[196] Today, the Philadelphia Water Department[image: External link] (PWD) provides drinking water, wastewater[image: External link] collection, and stormwater[image: External link] services for Philadelphia, as well as surrounding counties. PWD draws about 57 percent of its drinking water from the Delaware River[image: External link] and the balance from the Schuylkill River[image: External link].[197] The public wastewater system consists of three water pollution control plants, 21 pumping stations, and about 3,657 miles of sewers.[197] A 2007 investigation by the Environmental Protection Agency[image: External link] found elevated levels of Iodine-131[image: External link] in the city's potable water[image: External link].[198][199] In 2012, the EPA's readings discovered that the city had the highest readings of I-131 in the nation. The city campaigned against an Associated Press[image: External link] report that the high levels of I-131 were the results of local gas drilling in the Upper Delaware River.[200]

Exelon[image: External link] subsidiary PECO Energy Company[image: External link], founded as the Philadelphia Electric Company in 1881, provides electricity to over 1.6 million customers in the southeastern Pennsylvania area including the city of Philadelphia and most of its suburbs.[201] The company has over 500 power substations and 29,000 miles of distribution of transmission lines in its service making it the largest combination utility in the state.

Philadelphia Gas Works[image: External link] (PGW), overseen by the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission, is the nation's largest municipally owned natural gas utility. It serves over 500,000 homes and businesses in the Philadelphia area.[202] Founded in 1836, the company came under city ownership in 1987 and has been providing the majority of gas distributed within city limits. In 2014, the Philadelphia City Council refused to conduct hearings on a $1.86 billion sale of PGW, part of a two-year effort that was proposed by the mayor. The refusal led to the prospective buyer terminating its offer.[203][204]

Southeastern Pennsylvania was assigned the 215[image: External link] area code[image: External link] in 1947 when the North American Numbering Plan[image: External link] of the "Bell System[image: External link]" went into effect. The geographic area covered by the code was split nearly in half in 1994 when area code 610[image: External link] was created, with the city and its northern suburbs retaining 215. Overlay area code[image: External link] 267 was added to the 215 service area in 1997, and 484 was added to the 610 area in 1999. A plan in 2001 to introduce a third overlay code to both service areas (area code 445[image: External link] to 215, area code 835[image: External link] to 610) was delayed and later rescinded.[205]

An effort was approved on 2005 to provide low-cost, citywide Wi-Fi[image: External link] service to the city. Wireless Philadelphia would have been the first municipal internet utility offering in a large US city, but the plan was abandoned in 2008 as EarthLink[image: External link] pushed back the completion date several times. Mayor Nutter's administration closed the project in 2009 after an attempt to revitalize it failed.[206]
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 Notable people




Main article: List of people from Philadelphia[image: External link]
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 Twin towns – Sister cities




Philadelphia has eight official sister cities[image: External link], as designated by the Citizen Diplomacy International – Philadelphia:[207]



	City
	Country
	Date



	
Florence[image: External link][208]

	
 Italy
	1964



	
Tel Aviv[image: External link][209]

	
 Israel
	1966



	
Toruń[image: External link][210]

	
 Poland
	1976



	
Tianjin[image: External link][211]

	
 China
	1980



	
Incheon[image: External link][212]

	
 South Korea
	1984



	
Douala[image: External link][213]

	
 Cameroon
	1986



	
Nizhny Novgorod[image: External link][214]

	
 Russia
	1992



	
Frankfurt[image: External link][215]

	
 Germany
	2015




Philadelphia also has three partnership cities or regions:[207]



	City
	Country
	Date



	
Kobe[image: External link][216]

	
 Japan
	1986



	
Abruzzo[image: External link][217]

	
 Italy
	1997



	
Aix-en-Provence[image: External link][218]

	
 France
	1999




Philadelphia has dedicated landmarks to its sister cities. Dedicated in June 1976, the Sister Cities Plaza, a site of 0.5 acres (2,000 m2) located at 18th and Benjamin Franklin Parkway, honors Philadelphia's relationships with Tel Aviv[image: External link] and Florence[image: External link] which were its first sister cities. Another landmark, the Toruń Triangle, honoring the sister city relationship with Toruń[image: External link], Poland, was constructed in 1976, west of the United Way[image: External link] building at 18th Street and the Benjamin Franklin Parkway. In addition, the Triangle contains the Copernicus monument. Renovations were made to Sister Cities Park in mid-2011 and on May 10, 2012, SCP was reopened and currently features an interactive fountain honoring Philadelphia's ten sister and friendship cities, a café and visitor's center, children's play area, outdoor garden, and boat pond, as well as pavilion built to environmentally friendly[image: External link] standards.[219]

The Chinatown Gate, erected in 1984 and crafted by artisans of Tianjin[image: External link], stands astride the intersection of 10th and Arch Streets as an elaborate and colorful symbol of the sister city relationship. The CDI of Philadelphia has participated in the U.S. Department of State[image: External link]'s "Partners for Peace" project with Mosul, Iraq[image: External link],[220] as well as accepting visiting delegations from dozens of other countries.[221]
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 See also





	Largest metropolitan areas in the Americas[image: External link]

	List of companies based in the Philadelphia area[image: External link]

	List of people from Philadelphia[image: External link]

	National Register of Historic Places listings in Philadelphia[image: External link]

	United States metropolitan areas[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ Description of the Lenape peoples (Delaware nations) historic territories inside the divides[image: External link] of the frequently mountainous landforms[image: External link] flanking the Delaware River[image: External link]'s drainage basin[image: External link]. These terrains encompass from South to North and then counter-clockwise:


	the shores from the east-shore mouth of the river and the sea coast to Western Long Island (all of both colonial New Amsterdam[image: External link] and New Sweden[image: External link]), and

	portions of Western Connecticut up to the latitude of the Massachusetts corner of today's boundaries—making the eastern bounds of their influence, thence their region extended:

	westerly past the region around Albany, NY[image: External link] to the Susquehanna River[image: External link] side of the Catskills[image: External link], then

	southerly through the eastern Poconos[image: External link] outside the rival Susquehannock[image: External link] lands past Eastern Pennsylvania[image: External link] then southerly past the site of Colonial Philadelphia[image: External link] past the west bank mouth of the Delaware and extending south from that point along a stretch of sea coast in northern colonial Delaware.





The Susquehanna-Delaware watershed divides bound the frequently contested 'hunting grounds' between the rival Susquehannock[image: External link] peoples and the Lenape peoples, whilst the Catskills and Berkshires played a similar boundary role in the northern regions of their original colonial era range.



	
^ See North American blizzard of 2009#Snowfall[image: External link] (December 19–20, 2009), February 5–6, 2010 North American blizzard#Snowfall[image: External link] (February 5–6, 2010), and February 9–10, 2010 North American blizzard#Impact[image: External link] (February 9–10, 2010). The February storms contributed to a record (for any month) monthly total accumulation of 51.5 in (131 cm). If no snow fell outside of February that season, 2009–10 would still rank as 5th-snowiest. See the Franklin Institute[image: External link] for a visual representation of seasonal snowfall.


	
^ The last occurrence of such a temperature was July 18, 2012.


	
^ Mean monthly maxima and minima (i.e. the highest and lowest temperature readings during an entire month or year) calculated based on data at said location from 1981 to 2010.


	
^ Official temperature and precipitation measurements for Philadelphia were taken at the Weather Bureau Office in downtown from January 1872 to 19 June 1940, and at Philadelphia Int'l from 20 June 1940 to the present.[77] Snowfall and snow depth records date to 1 January 1884 and 1 October 1948, respectively.[72] In 2006, snowfall measurements were moved to National Park, New Jersey[image: External link] directly across the Delaware River from the airport.[78]


	
^ E.g., in the opening chapter of The Handbook of Language Variation and Change (ed. Chambers et al., Blackwell 2002), J.K. Chambers writes that "variationist sociolinguistics had its effective beginnings only in 1963, the year in which William Labov presented the first sociolinguistic research report"; the dedication page of the Handbook says that Labov's "ideas imbue every page".
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Pennsylvania Mutiny of 1783






Not to be confused with Pennsylvania Line Mutiny[image: External link].

The Pennsylvania Mutiny of 1783 (also known as the Philadelphia Mutiny) was an anti-government protest by nearly 400 soldiers of the Continental Army in June 1783. The mutiny, and the refusal of the Executive Council of Pennsylvania[image: External link] to stop it, ultimately resulted in Congress vacating Philadelphia and the creation of a federal district to serve as the national capital.
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From March 1781, the Congress of the Confederation and the Supreme Executive Council of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania[image: External link] were situated at the Pennsylvania State House (now known as Independence Hall[image: External link]) in Philadelphia. Under the authority of the Articles of Confederation[image: External link], Congress did not have direct control over the military, except in times of war, and was largely reliant on the use of state militias to enforce laws and keep order.[1]

On June 17, 1783, Congress received a message from soldiers of the Continental Army stationed in Philadelphia, which demanded payment for their service during the American Revolutionary War. The soldiers threatened to take action that day if their complaints were not addressed. Congress ignored their message, but the soldiers did not act on their threat. Two days later, however, the Congress received word that a group of about 80 soldiers had left their post at Lancaster, Pennsylvania, approximately 60 miles (97 km) west of Philadelphia, and had joined with the soldiers stationed at the city barracks. The group of approximately 500 men had effective control over the weapons stores and munition depot.[2]
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 Protests




The next morning on June 20, the State House was mobbed by as many as 400 soldiers demanding payment. The soldiers blocked the door and initially refused to allow the delegates to leave. Alexander Hamilton, then a delegate from New York[image: External link], persuaded the soldiers to allow Congress to meet later to address their concerns. The soldiers did allow the members of Congress to peacefully adjourn that afternoon.[3] That evening, a small Congressional committee, headed by Hamilton, met in secret to draft a message to the Pennsylvania Council, asking them to protect Congress from the mutineers. The letter threatened that Congress would be forced to move elsewhere if the Council did not act.[2]

On June 21, the Congressional committee met again at the State House with members of the Pennsylvania Executive Council, including its president, John Dickinson[image: External link]. The members of Congress asked the council to do more to protect the federal government. Dickinson and the council agreed to consult with the militia commanders and reply to Congress the next day. The following morning, the Pennsylvania Council again refused Congress' request. Lacking sufficient assurances that the state would be willing to protect Congress, the members left Philadelphia that day for Princeton, New Jersey.[2][3]
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 Response




George Washington, on hearing of the mutiny on the 24th June sent 1500 troops, under the command of Major General Heath and General Howe who came out of retirement, to suppress the mutiny. [4] Some of the mutineers ended up in a state of arrest and Congress called an investigation into the event.
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 Effect




See also: List of capitals in the United States[image: External link]


There are three reasons put forth as to why Dickinson and the Pennsylvania Council did not act. The Council's official reasoning was that they were unsure that the local militiamen would actually protect Congress from their fellow soldiers. Further, the council may have thought that the conflict was not as serious as Congress believed and that the mutiny could be resolved peacefully.[2][3] The second theory put forth is that Dickinson, having been an officer in the militia, was sympathetic to the soldiers' grievances. The third theory is that the Council refused to allow Pennsylvania, a sovereign state, to be subjugated by the demands of a few members of Congress.[2]

After Congress completed its business at Princeton in early November 1783, the capital was moved later that month to Annapolis, Maryland, then to Trenton, New Jersey in November 1784, and finally to New York City[image: External link] in January 1785. It was not until the Constitutional Convention[image: External link] in 1787 that delegates decided to meet again in Philadelphia. Pennsylvania's failure to protect United States institutions, however, was a primary reason why the framers of the Constitution decided to create a federal district, distinct from the states, where Congress could provide for its own security.[5][6] The delegates therefore agreed in Article One, Section 8, of the United States Constitution to give the Congress the power "to exercise exclusive legislation in all cases whatsoever, over such District (not exceeding ten miles square) as may, by cession of particular states, and the acceptance of Congress, become the seat of the government of the United States".[7]

Following the ratification of the United States Constitution by the state of New York[image: External link] in 1788, the delegates agreed to keep New York City as the temporary federal capital. In 1790, Congress passed the Residence Act, which created the District of Columbia, located on the banks of the Potomac River from land belonging until that time to the states of Maryland and Virginia[image: External link], to serve as the new federal capital. Robert Morris[image: External link], a representative from Pennsylvania, convinced Congress to return to Philadelphia while the new permanent capital was being built. As a result, the Residence Act also declared Philadelphia to be the temporary capital for a period of 10 years.[8] In a final attempt to convince Congress to keep the capital in Philadelphia, the city began construction on a new Presidential palace and an expansion to Congress Hall[image: External link].[6] However, their efforts failed, and the federal government relocated from Philadelphia for the final time on May 14, 1800.[9]
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Compromise of 1790






The Compromise of 1790 was a compromise between Alexander Hamilton on the one hand and Thomas Jefferson and James Madison whereby Hamilton won the decision for the national government to take over and pay the state debts, while Jefferson and Madison obtained the national capital (District of Columbia) for the South. The compromise resolved the deadlock in Congress. Southerners were blocking the assumption of state debts by the treasury, thereby destroying the Hamiltonian program for building a fiscally strong nation state. Northerners rejected the proposal, much desired by Virginians, to locate the permanent national capital on the Virginia-Maryland border. The compromise made possible the passage of the Residence and Assumption[image: External link] Acts in July 1790. Historian Jacob Cooke says it is, "generally regarded as one of the most important bargains in American history, ranking just below the better known Missouri Compromise[image: External link] and the Compromise of 1850."[1]
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Politicians at both the federal and state level sought to break the legislative deadlock through unofficial negotiations. A number of clandestine meetings and political dinners were held in New York City – then serving as the nation's temporary capital – in the summer of 1790.[2]

The "dinner table bargain"[3][4] was a pivotal episode in the final stages of these compromise efforts. Based on an account given by former Secretary of State Thomas Jefferson, two years after the event, the "dinner"[5] was a private meeting between Secretary of the Treasury Alexander Hamilton and U.S. House of Representative member James Madison.[3] Shortly after the Assumption Bill failed for a second time in June in the House, Hamilton, despairing that his financial plan would be scuttled, appealed to the newly appointed Jefferson to apply his influence on the matter.[5][6] According to Jefferson's account, he arranged the dinner for the two officials at his residence in New York City on or about June 20, 1790. The meeting produced a political settlement on the "assumption" and "residency" crisis.

Jefferson described the encounter between the men at his lodgings in New York City:


	It ended in Mr. Madison's acquiescence in a proposition that the question [i.e., assumption of state debts] should be again brought before the house by way of amendment from the Senate, that he would not vote for it, nor entirely withdraw his opposition, yet he would not be strenuous, but leave it to its fate. It was observed, I forget by which of them, that as the pill would be a bitter one to the Southern states, something should be done to soothe them; and the removal of the seat of government to the [Potomac] was a just measure, and would probably be a popular one with them, and would be a proper one to follow the assumption.[7]




The key provision of Secretary Hamilton's First Report on the Public Credit[image: External link] won approval with the passage of the Assumption Bill, establishing the foundation for public credit.[8] The Residence Bill located the permanent capital in the agrarian states of Maryland and Virginia, the demographic center of the country at the time[9] rather than in a metropolitan and financial center such as New York City or Philadelphia.[8][10] Jefferson and Madison secured a lucrative debt adjustment for their state of Virginia from Hamilton, as part of the bargain.[11][12]

Hamilton, Madison, and Jefferson "as highly placed as they were, lacked the influence to determine by themselves the vote on two such controversial pieces of legislation" and the outcome was beyond the direct control of any single group or individual.[13]
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 The assumption issue




Historian Max M. Edling has explained how assumption worked. It was the critical issue; the location of the capital was a bargaining ploy. Hamilton proposed that the federal Treasury take over and pay off the debt states had incurred to pay for the American Revolution. The Treasury would issue bonds that rich people would buy, thereby giving the rich a tangible stake in the success of the national government. Hamilton proposed to pay off the new bonds with revenue from a new tariff on imports. Jefferson originally approved the scheme, but Madison had turned him around by arguing that federal control of debt would consolidate too much power in the national government. Edling points out that after its passage in 1790, the assumption was accepted. Madison did try to pay speculators below 100%, but they were paid the face value of the state debts they held regardless of how little they paid for them. When Jefferson became president he continued the system. The credit of the U.S. was solidly established at home and abroad, and Hamilton was successful in signing up many of the bondholders in his new Federalist Party. Good credit allowed Jefferson's Treasury Secretary Albert Gallatin[image: External link] to borrow in Europe to finance the Louisiana Purchase[image: External link] in 1803, as well as to borrow to finance the War of 1812.[14]
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 Organizers





	
Alexander Hamilton – United States Secretary of the Treasury[image: External link]


	
James Madison – Congressman[image: External link]


	
Thomas Jefferson – United States Secretary of State


	
George Washington – President of the United States
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 In popular culture




The compromise is dramatized in the musical Hamilton[image: External link] by Lin-Manuel Miranda[image: External link] in the song "The Room Where It Happens[image: External link]".[15]
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	First Report on the Public Credit[image: External link]

	Residence Act
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For other uses, see Alexander Hamilton (disambiguation)[image: External link].



	Alexander Hamilton



	



	1st United States Secretary of the Treasury[image: External link]




	
In office

September 11, 1789 – January 31, 1795



	President
	George Washington



	Preceded by
	Position established



	Succeeded by
	Oliver Wolcott[image: External link]



	Senior Officer of the Army[image: External link]



	
In office

December 14, 1799 – June 15, 1800



	President
	John Adams



	Preceded by
	George Washington



	Succeeded by
	James Wilkinson[image: External link]



	Delegate to the Congress of the Confederation

from New York[image: External link]




	
In office

November 3, 1788 – March 2, 1789



	Preceded by
	Egbert Benson[image: External link]



	Succeeded by
	Seat abolished



	
In office

November 4, 1782 – June 21, 1783



	Preceded by
	Seat established



	Succeeded by
	Seat abolished



	Personal details



	Born
	January 11, 1755 or 1757

Charlestown[image: External link], Nevis[image: External link], British West Indies[image: External link]




	Died
	July 12, 1804 (aged 47 or 49)

New York City[image: External link], New York[image: External link], U.S.



	Resting place
	Trinity Church Cemetery[image: External link]



	Political party
	Federalist



	Spouse(s)
	Elizabeth Schuyler[image: External link]

(m. 1780; his death 1804)



	Children
	
Philip Hamilton[image: External link]

Angelica Hamilton[image: External link]

Alexander Hamilton Jr.[image: External link]

James Alexander Hamilton[image: External link]

John Church Hamilton[image: External link]

William S. Hamilton[image: External link]

Elizabeth Hamilton Holly[image: External link]

Philip Hamilton (the second)[image: External link]




	Education
	Columbia University[image: External link]



	Signature



	Military service



	Allegiance
	
 New York[image: External link]

 United States (1777–1800)




	Service/branch
	
New York Company of Artillery[image: External link]

Continental Army

 United States Army[image: External link]




	Years of service
	1775–1776 ( Militia[image: External link])

1776–1781

1798–1800



	Rank



	Commands
	U.S. Army Senior Officer[image: External link]



	Battles/wars
	
American Revolutionary War

 • Battle of Harlem Heights[image: External link]

 • Battle of White Plains[image: External link]

 • Battle of Trenton

 • Battle of Princeton[image: External link]

 • Battle of Brandywine

 • Battle of Germantown

 • Battle of Monmouth

 • Siege of Yorktown

Quasi-War[image: External link]





Alexander Hamilton (January 11, 1755 or 1757 – July 12, 1804) was an American statesman and one of the Founding Fathers of the United States. He was an influential interpreter and promoter of the U.S. Constitution[image: External link], as well as the founder of the nation's financial system, the Federalist Party, the United States Coast Guard, and The New York Post[image: External link] newspaper. As the first Secretary of the Treasury[image: External link], Hamilton was the main author of the economic policies of the George Washington administration. He took the lead in the funding of the states' debts by the Federal government[image: External link], as well as the establishment of a national bank[image: External link], a system of tariffs, and friendly trade relations with Britain. His vision included a strong central government led by a vigorous executive branch,[1]:3–4 a strong commercial economy, with a national bank and support for manufacturing, plus a strong military. This was challenged by Virginia agrarians Thomas Jefferson and James Madison, who formed a rival party, the Democratic-Republican Party[image: External link]. They favored strong states based in rural America and protected by state militias as opposed to a strong national army and navy. They denounced Hamilton as too friendly toward Britain and toward monarchy in general, and too oriented toward cities, business and banking.

Hamilton was born out of wedlock in Charlestown[image: External link], Nevis[image: External link] to a married mother of English[image: External link] and French Huguenot[image: External link] ancestry[1]:8–9 and a Scottish[image: External link] father. His father, James A. Hamilton, was the fourth son of Alexander Hamilton, the laird[image: External link] of Grange, Ayrshire[image: External link]. Orphaned as a child by his mother's death and his father's abandonment, Hamilton was taken in by an older cousin and later by a prosperous merchant family. He was recognized for his intelligence and talent, and sponsored by a group of wealthy local men to travel to New York City[image: External link] to pursue his education. Hamilton attended King's College (now Columbia University[image: External link]), choosing to stay in the Thirteen Colonies to seek his fortune.

Discontinuing his studies before graduating when the college closed its doors during British occupation of the city,[2] Hamilton played a major role in the American Revolutionary War. At the start of the war in 1775, he joined a militia company. In early 1776, he raised a provincial artillery company, to which he was appointed captain. He soon became the senior aide to General Washington, the American forces' commander-in-chief. Hamilton was dispatched by Washington on numerous missions to convey plans to his generals. After the war, Hamilton was elected as a representative to the Congress of the Confederation from New York. He resigned to practice law, and founded the Bank of New York[image: External link].

Hamilton was among those dissatisfied with the weak national government. He led the Annapolis Convention[image: External link], which successfully influenced Congress to issue a call for the Philadelphia Convention in order to create a new constitution. He was an active participant at Philadelphia, and he helped achieve ratification by writing 51 of the 85 installments of The Federalist Papers[image: External link] which, to this day, are the single most important reference for Constitutional interpretation[image: External link].[3]

Hamilton became the leading cabinet member in the new government under President Washington. He was a nationalist who emphasized strong central government and successfully argued that the implied powers[image: External link] of the Constitution provided the legal authority to fund the national debt[image: External link], assume states' debts, and create the government-backed Bank of the United States[image: External link]. These programs were funded primarily by a tariff on imports[image: External link], and later also by a highly controversial tax on whiskey[image: External link]. To overcome localism, Hamilton mobilized a nationwide network of friends of the government, especially bankers and businessmen, which became the Federalist Party. A major issue in the emergence of the American two-party system[image: External link] was the Jay Treaty, largely designed by Hamilton in 1794. It established friendly trade relations with Britain, to the chagrin of France and the supporters of the French Revolution[image: External link]. Hamilton played a central role in the Federalist party, which dominated national and state politics until it lost the election of 1800[image: External link] to Jefferson's Democratic-Republican Party[image: External link].

In 1795, he returned to the practice of law in New York. He tried to control the policies of President Adams (1797–1801). In 1798–99, Hamilton called for mobilization against France[image: External link] after the XYZ Affair[image: External link] and became commander of a new army[image: External link], which he readied for war. However, the Quasi-War[image: External link] was never officially declared and did not involve army action, though it was hard-fought at sea. In the end, President Adams found a diplomatic solution that avoided a war with France. Hamilton's opposition to Adams' re-election helped cause his defeat in the 1800 election. Jefferson and Aaron Burr[image: External link] tied for the presidency in the electoral college[image: External link] in 1801, and Hamilton helped to defeat Burr, whom he found unprincipled, and to elect Jefferson despite philosophical differences.

Hamilton continued his legal and business activities in New York City, and was active in ending the legality of the international slave trade. Vice President Burr ran for governor of New York State in 1804, and Hamilton crusaded against him as unworthy. Burr took offense and challenged him to a duel[image: External link]. Burr mortally wounded Hamilton, who died the next day.
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 Childhood in the Caribbean




Alexander Hamilton was born and spent part of his childhood in Charlestown[image: External link], the capital of the island of Nevis[image: External link] in the Leeward Islands[image: External link] (part of the British West Indies[image: External link]). Hamilton and his older brother James Jr. (born 1753 - died 1786)[6] were born out of wedlock[image: External link] to Rachel Faucette, a married woman of British[image: External link] and French Huguenot[image: External link] descent,[1]:8 and James A. Hamilton, a Scottish[image: External link] man who was the fourth son of laird[image: External link] Alexander Hamilton of Grange, Ayrshire[image: External link].[7] Speculation that Hamilton's mother was of mixed race[image: External link], though persistent, is not substantiated by verifiable evidence.[1]:9,734–735[8]

It is not certain whether the year of Hamilton's birth was 1755 or 1757. Most historical evidence after Hamilton's arrival in North America supports the idea that he was born in 1757, including Hamilton's own writings.[9][10] Hamilton listed his birth year as 1757 when he first arrived in the Thirteen Colonies, and celebrated his birthday on January 11. In later life, he tended to give his age only in round figures. Historians accepted 1757 as his birth year until about 1930, when additional documentation of his early life in the Caribbean[image: External link] was published, initially in Danish[image: External link]. A probate[image: External link] paper from St. Croix in 1768, drafted after the death of Hamilton's mother, listed him as 13 years old, which has caused some historians since then to favor a birth year of 1755.[1]:17 Historians have speculated on possible reasons for two different years of birth to have appeared in historical documents. If 1755 is correct, Hamilton might have been trying to appear younger than his college classmates, or perhaps wished to avoid standing out as older.[1] If 1757 is correct, the single probate document indicating a birth year of 1755 may have simply included an error, or Hamilton might once have given his age as 13 after his mother's death in an attempt to appear older and more employable.[11] Historians have pointed out that the probate document contained other proven inaccuracies that demonstrated that it was not entirely reliable, and Richard Brookhiser[image: External link] noted that "a man is more likely to know his own birthday than a probate court."[12]

His mother moved with the young Hamilton to St. Croix[image: External link] in the Virgin Islands, then ruled by Denmark[image: External link]. She had been married previously to Johann Michael Lavien of St. Croix.[1]:10[7][note 1] Faucette left her husband and first son Peter, traveling to St. Kitts[image: External link] in 1750 where she met James Hamilton.[1]:12 Hamilton and Faucette moved together to her birthplace Nevis, where she had inherited property from her father.[1]:17

James Hamilton abandoned Rachel Faucette and their two sons, James Jr and Alexander, allegedly to "spar[e] [her] a charge of bigamy[image: External link]... after finding out that her first husband intend[ed] to divorce her under Danish law on grounds of adultery and desertion."[7] Thereafter, she supported her children in St. Croix, keeping a small store in Christiansted[image: External link]. She contracted a severe fever and died on February 19, 1768, 1:02 am, leaving Hamilton orphaned. This may have had severe emotional consequences for him, even by the standards of an 18th-century childhood.[13] In probate court[image: External link], Faucette's "first husband seized her estate"[7] and obtained the few valuables that she had owned, including some household silver. Many items were auctioned[image: External link] off, but a friend purchased the family's books and returned them to Hamilton.[1]:25

Hamilton became a clerk at local import-export firm Beekman and Cruger which traded with New York[image: External link] and New England; he was left in charge of the firm for five months in 1771 while the owner was at sea. He and James Jr. were briefly taken in by their cousin Peter Lytton; however, Lytton committed suicide. The brothers were subsequently separated.[1]:26 James apprenticed with a local carpenter, while Alexander was given a home by Nevis merchant Thomas Stevens. Some clues have led to speculating that Stevens may have been Alexander Hamilton's biological father: his son Edward Stevens[image: External link] became a close friend of Hamilton, the two boys were described as looking much alike, both were fluent in French[image: External link] and shared similar interests.[1]:27–30 However, this allegation, mostly based on the comments of Timothy Pickering[image: External link] on the resemblance between the two men, has always been vague and unsupported.[14] Rachel Faucette had been living on St. Kitts and Nevis for years at the time when Alexander was conceived, while Thomas Stevens lived on Antigua and St. Croix and James Hamilton Sr never disacknowledged his paternity, signing his letters to Alexander even in later years ”your very affectionate Father”.[15][16]

While Hamilton continued clerking, he remained an avid reader and later developed an interest in writing. He began to desire a life outside the island where he lived. He wrote a letter to his father that was a detailed account of a hurricane which had devastated Christiansted on August 30, 1772. Hugh Knox, a minister and journalist, published the letter in the Royal Danish-American Gazette. Chernow found the letter astounding for two reasons; first, that "for all its bombastic excesses, it does seem wondrous [that a] self-educated clerk could write with such verve and gusto," and second, that a teenage boy produced an apocalyptic "fire-and-brimstone sermon" viewing the hurricane as a "divine rebuke to human vanity and pomposity."[1]:37 The essay impressed community leaders, who collected a fund to send Hamilton to the North American colonies for his education.[17]
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 Education




The Church of England[image: External link] denied membership to Alexander and James Hamilton, Jr.—and education in the church school—because their parents were not legally married. They received "individual tutoring"[1]:17 and classes in a private school led by a Jewish[image: External link] headmistress[image: External link].[18] Alexander supplemented his education with a family library of 34 books.[1]:34

In October 1772, he arrived on the mainland and began learning fundamental subjects missing from his education. He attended the Elizabethtown Academy, a grammar school[image: External link] in Elizabethtown, New Jersey[image: External link]. In 1773, he studied with Francis Barber[image: External link] at Elizabethtown in preparation for college work. He came under the influence of William Livingston[image: External link], a leading intellectual and revolutionary, with whom he lived for a time at his Liberty Hall[image: External link].[19][20] Hamilton entered The King's College in New York City[image: External link] (now Columbia University[image: External link]) in the autumn of 1773 "as a private student", and officially matriculated in May 1774.[21] His friend Robert Troup spoke glowingly of Hamilton's ability to clearly and concisely explain the rights and reasons that the patriots had in their case against the British, in what is credited as his first public appearance on July 6, 1774 at the liberty pole at King's College.[22] Hamilton, Troup, and four other undergraduates formed an unnamed literary society that is regarded as a precursor of the Philolexian Society[image: External link].[1]:53[23]

Church of England clergyman Samuel Seabury[image: External link] published a series of pamphlets promoting the Loyalist[image: External link] cause in 1774, to which Hamilton responded anonymously with his first political writings, A Full Vindication of the Measures of Congress[image: External link] and The Farmer Refuted[image: External link]. Seabury essentially tried to provoke fear in the colonies, and his main objective was to stop the potential union among the colonies.[24] Hamilton published two additional pieces attacking the Quebec Act[image: External link],[25] and may have also authored the fifteen anonymous installments of "The Monitor" for Holt's New York Journal.[26] Hamilton was a supporter of the Revolutionary cause at this pre-war stage, although he did not approve of mob reprisals against Loyalists. On May 10, 1775, Hamilton won credit for saving his college president Myles Cooper[image: External link], a Loyalist, from an angry mob by speaking to the crowd long enough for Cooper to escape.[27]

Hamilton was forced to discontinue his studies before graduating when the college closed its doors during British occupation of the city.[2] When the war ended, after some months of self study by July 1782 Hamilton passed the bar exam and was licensed to argue cases before the Supreme Court of the State of New York.[28]
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 During the Revolutionary War
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 Early military career




Further information: Hearts of Oak (New York militia)[image: External link]


In 1775, after the first engagement of American troops with the British at Lexington and Concord[image: External link], Hamilton and other King's College students joined a New York volunteer militia[image: External link] company called the Corsicans,[29] later renamed or reformed as the Hearts of Oak[image: External link].

He drilled with the company, before classes, in the graveyard of nearby St. Paul's Chapel[image: External link]. Hamilton studied military history and tactics on his own and was soon recommended for promotion.[30] Under fire from HMS Asia[image: External link], he led a successful raid for British cannons in the Battery[image: External link], the capture of which resulted in the Hearts of Oak[image: External link] becoming an artillery company thereafter.[31]:13

Through his connections with influential New York[image: External link] patriots such as Alexander McDougall[image: External link] and John Jay[image: External link], Hamilton raised the New York Provincial Company of Artillery[image: External link] of sixty men in 1776, and was elected captain[image: External link].[1]:72 It took part in the campaign of 1776[image: External link] around New York City, particularly at the Battle of White Plains[image: External link]; at the Battle of Trenton, it was stationed at the high point of town, the meeting of the present Warren and Broad streets, to keep the Hessians[image: External link] pinned in the Trenton Barracks.[32][33]

Hamilton participated in the Battle of Princeton[image: External link] on January 3, 1777. After an initial setback, Washington rallied the American troops and led them in a successful charge against the British forces. After making a brief stand, the British fell back, some leaving Princeton, and others taking up refuge in Nassau Hall[image: External link]. Hamilton brought three cannons up and had them fire upon the building. Then some Americans rushed the front door, and broke it down. The British subsequently put a white flag outside one of the windows.[33] 194 British soldiers walked out of the building and laid down their arms, thus ending the battle in an American victory.[34]
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 George Washington's staff




For more details on this topic, see George Washington in the American Revolution.

Hamilton was invited to become an aide to William Alexander, Lord Stirling[image: External link] and one other general, perhaps Nathanael Greene[image: External link] or Alexander McDougall[image: External link].[35] He declined these invitations, believing his best chance for improving his station in life was glory on the battlefield. Hamilton eventually received an invitation he felt he could not refuse: to serve as Washington's aide, with the rank of lieutenant colonel[image: External link].[36] Washington felt, "Aides de camp are persons in whom entire confidence must be placed and it requires men of abilities to execute the duties with propriety and dispatch."[37]

Hamilton served for four years as Washington's chief staff aide. He handled letters to Congress, state governors, and the most powerful generals in the Continental Army; he drafted many of Washington's orders and letters at the latter's direction; he eventually issued orders from Washington over Hamilton's own signature.[1]:90Hamilton was involved in a wide variety of high-level duties, including intelligence[image: External link], diplomacy[image: External link], and negotiation with senior army officers as Washington's emissary.[38][39]

During the war, Hamilton became close friends with several fellow officers. His letters to the Marquis de Lafayette[image: External link][40] and to John Laurens[image: External link], employing the sentimental[image: External link] literary conventions of the late eighteenth century and alluding to Greek history and mythology,[41] have been read by Jonathan Ned Katz[image: External link] as revealing a homosocial[image: External link] or perhaps homosexual relationship, but few historians agree.[42]
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 Field command




While on Washington's staff, Hamilton long sought command and a return to active combat. As the war drew nearer to an end, he knew that opportunities for military glory were diminishing. In February 1781, Hamilton was mildly reprimanded by Washington and used this as an excuse to resign his staff position. He asked Washington and others for a field command. This continued until early July 1781, when Hamilton submitted a letter to Washington with his commission[image: External link] enclosed, "thus tacitly threatening to resign if he didn't get his desired command."[1]:159

On July 31, 1781, Washington relented and assigned Hamilton as commander of a battalion of light infantry companies of the 1st and 2d New York Regiments and two provisional companies from Connecticut.[43] In the planning for the assault on Yorktown, Hamilton was given command of three battalions[image: External link], which were to fight in conjunction with the allied French troops[image: External link] in taking Redoubts[image: External link] No. 9 and No. 10 of the British fortifications at Yorktown. Hamilton and his battalions fought bravely and took Redoubt No. 10 with bayonets[image: External link] in a nighttime action, as planned. The French also fought bravely, suffered heavy casualties, and took Redoubt No. 9. These actions forced the British[image: External link] surrender of an entire army at Yorktown, Virginia[image: External link], effectively ending major military operations in North America.[44]
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 Congress of the Confederation




After the Battle of Yorktown, Hamilton resigned his commission. He was appointed in July 1782 to the Congress of the Confederation as a New York representative for the term beginning in November 1782.[45] Before his appointment to Congress in 1782, Hamilton was already sharing his criticisms of Congress. He expressed these criticisms in his letter to James Duane dated September 3, 1780. In this letter he wrote, "The fundamental defect is a want of power in Congress…the confederation itself is defective and requires to be altered; it is neither fit for war, nor peace."[46]

While on Washington's staff, Hamilton had become frustrated with the decentralized nature of the wartime Continental Congress, particularly its dependence upon the states for voluntary financial support. Under the Articles of Confederation, Congress had no power to collect taxes or to demand money from the states. This lack of a stable source of funding had made it difficult for the Continental Army both to obtain its necessary provisions and to pay its soldiers. During the war, and for some time after, Congress obtained what funds it could from subsidies from the King of France, from aid requested from the several states (which were often unable or unwilling to contribute), and from European loans.[47]

An amendment to the Articles had been proposed by Thomas Burke[image: External link], in February 1781, to give Congress the power to collect a 5% impost, or duty on all imports, but this required ratification by all states; securing its passage as law proved impossible after it was rejected by Rhode Island in November 1782. Madison joined Hamilton in persuading Congress to send a delegation to persuade Rhode Island to change its mind. Their report recommending the delegation argued the federal government needed not just some level of financial autonomy, but also the ability to make laws that superseded those of the individual states. Hamilton transmitted a letter arguing that Congress already had the power to tax, since it had the power to fix the sums due from the several states; but Virginia's rescission[image: External link] of its own ratification ended the Rhode Island negotiations.[1]:176[48]
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 Congress and the army




While Hamilton was in Congress, discontented soldiers began to pose a danger to the young United States. Most of the army was then posted at Newburgh[image: External link], New York. Those in the army were paying for much of their own supplies, and they had not been paid in eight months. Furthermore, the Continental officers had been promised, in May 1778, after Valley Forge, a pension[image: External link] of half their pay when they were discharged.[49] By the early 1780s, due to the structure of the government under the Articles of Confederation, it had no power to tax to either raise revenue or pay its soldiers.[50] In 1782 after several months without pay, a group of officers organized to send a delegation to lobby Congress, led by Capt. Alexander McDougall[image: External link]. The officers had three demands: the Army's pay, their own pensions, and commutation of those pensions into a lump-sum payment if Congress were unable to afford the half-salary pensions for life. Congress rejected the proposal.[50]

Several Congressmen, including Hamilton, Robert Morris[image: External link] and Gouverneur Morris[image: External link], attempted to use this Newburgh conspiracy[image: External link] as leverage to secure support from the states and in Congress for funding of the national government. They encouraged MacDougall to continue his aggressive approach, threatening unknown consequences if their demands were not met, and defeated proposals that would have resolved the crisis without establishing general federal taxation: that the states assume the debt to the army, or that an impost[image: External link] be established dedicated to the sole purpose of paying that debt.[51] Hamilton suggested using the Army's claims to prevail upon the states for the proposed national funding system.[52] The Morrises and Hamilton contacted Knox to suggest he and the officers defy civil authority, at least by not disbanding if the army were not satisfied; Hamilton wrote Washington to suggest that Hamilton covertly "take direction" of the officers' efforts to secure redress, to secure continental funding but keep the army within the limits of moderation.[1]:177[53] Washington wrote Hamilton back, declining to introduce the army;[54] after the crisis had ended, he warned of the dangers of using the army as leverage to gain support for the national funding plan.[1]:177–80[55]

On March 15, Washington defused the Newburgh situation by giving a speech to the officers.[51] Congress ordered the Army officially disbanded in April 1783. In the same month, Congress passed a new measure for a twenty-five-year impost—which Hamilton voted against[56]—that again required the consent of all the states; it also approved a commutation of the officers' pensions to five years of full pay. Rhode Island again opposed these provisions, and Hamilton's robust assertions of national prerogatives in his previous letter were widely held to be excessive.[57]

In June 1783, a different group of disgruntled soldiers from Lancaster, Pennsylvania, sent Congress a petition demanding their back pay. When they began to march toward Philadelphia, Congress charged Hamilton and two others with intercepting the mob.[1]:180 Hamilton requested militia from Pennsylvania's Supreme Executive Council, but was turned down. Hamilton instructed Assistant Secretary of War[image: External link] William Jackson[image: External link] to intercept the men. Jackson was unsuccessful. The mob arrived in Philadelphia, and the soldiers proceeded to harangue Congress for their pay. The President of the Continental Congress[image: External link], John Dickinson[image: External link], feared that the Pennsylvania state militia was unreliable, and refused its help. Hamilton argued that Congress ought to adjourn to Princeton, New Jersey. Congress agreed, and relocated there.[1]:182 Frustrated with the weakness of the central government, Hamilton while in Princeton drafted a call to revise the Articles of Confederation. This resolution contained many features of the future U.S. Constitution, including a strong federal government with the ability to collect taxes and raise an army. It also included the separation of powers into the Executive, Legislative, and Judicial branches.[1]: 183
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 Return to New York




Hamilton resigned from Congress, and in July 1782 passed the bar and set up practice in Albany after six months of self-directed education.[1]:169 When the British left New York in 1783 he practiced there in partnership with Richard Harison[image: External link]. He specialized in defending Tories and British subjects, as in Rutgers v. Waddington[image: External link], in which he defeated a claim for damages done to a brewery by the Englishmen who held it during the military occupation of New York. He pleaded for the Mayor's Court to interpret state law consistent with the 1783 Treaty of Paris[image: External link] which had ended the Revolutionary War.[1]:197–99[31]:64–69

In 1784, he founded the Bank of New York[image: External link] which became one of the longest operating banks in American history, it stayed in business for over 220 years before it merged with another bank in 2007. Hamilton was one of the men who restored King's College, which had been suspended since 1776 and severely damaged during the War, as Columbia College[image: External link]. Long dissatisfied with the weak Articles of Confederation, he played a major leadership role at the Annapolis Convention[image: External link] in 1786. He drafted its resolution for a constitutional convention, and in doing so brought his longtime desire to have a more powerful, more financially independent federal government one step closer to reality.[58]

In 1786, at the suggestion of either Nathaniel Gorham[image: External link], then-President of the Continental Congress,[59] or Friedrich Wilhelm von Steuben[image: External link], the Prussian general who served in the Continental Army,[60] Hamilton invited Prince Henry of Prussia[image: External link] to become President[61] or King[image: External link] of the United States, but the offer was revoked before the prince could make a reply.
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 Constitution and The Federalist Papers




Main articles: United States Constitution and The Federalist Papers[image: External link]
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 Constitutional Convention and ratification of the Constitution




In 1787, Hamilton served as assemblyman from New York County[image: External link] in the New York State Legislature[image: External link] and was chosen as a delegate for the Constitutional Convention by his father-in-law Philip Schuyler.[62]:191[63] Even though Hamilton had been a leader in calling for a new Constitutional Convention, his direct influence at the Convention itself was quite limited. Governor George Clinton[image: External link]'s faction in the New York legislature had chosen New York's other two delegates, John Lansing, Jr.[image: External link] and Robert Yates[image: External link], and both of them opposed Hamilton's goal of a strong national government.[1]:227–28[64] Thus, whenever the other two members of the New York delegation were present, they decided New York's vote, to ensure that there were no major alterations to the Articles of Confederation.[62]:195

Early in the Convention he made a speech proposing a President-for-Life; it had no effect upon the deliberations of the convention. He proposed[image: External link] to have an elected President and elected Senators who would serve for life, contingent upon "good behavior" and subject to removal for corruption or abuse; this idea contributed later to the hostile view of Hamilton as a monarchist sympathizer, held by James Madison.[1]:232 According to Madison's notes, Hamilton said in regards to the executive, "The English model was the only good one on this subject. The hereditary interest of the king was so interwoven with that of the nation, and his personal emoluments so great, that he was placed above the danger of being corrupted from abroad…Let one executive be appointed for life who dares execute his powers."[65] Hamilton argued, "And let me observe that an executive is less dangerous to the liberties of the people when in office during life than for seven years. It may be said this constitutes as an elective monarchy…But by making the executive subject to impeachment, the term 'monarchy' cannot apply…"[66] During the convention, Hamilton constructed a draft for the Constitution based on the convention debates, but he never presented it. This draft had most of the features of the actual Constitution. In this draft, the Senate was to be elected in proportion to the population, being two-fifths the size of the House, and the President and Senators were to be elected through complex multistage elections, in which chosen electors would elect smaller bodies of electors; they would hold office for life, but were removable for misconduct. The President would have an absolute veto. The Supreme Court was to have immediate jurisdiction over all lawsuits[image: External link] involving the United States, and state governors were to be appointed by the federal government.[67]

At the end of the Convention, Hamilton was still not content with the final Constitution, but signed it anyway as a vast improvement over the Articles of Confederation, and urged his fellow delegates to do so also.[68] Since the other two members of the New York delegation, Lansing and Yates, had already withdrawn, Hamilton was the only New York signer to the United States Constitution.[62]:206 He then took a highly active part in the successful campaign for the document's ratification in New York in 1788, which was a crucial step in its national ratification. He first used the popularity of the Constitution by the masses to compel George Clinton to sign, but was unsuccessful. The state convention in Poughkeepsie in June 1788 pitted Hamilton, Jay, James Duane[image: External link], Robert Livingston[image: External link], and Richard Morris[image: External link] against the Clintonian faction led by Melancton Smith[image: External link], Lansing, Yates, and Gilbert Livingston[image: External link].[69] Hamilton's faction were against any conditional ratification, under the impression that New York would not be accepted into the Union, while Clinton's faction wanted to amend the Constitution, while maintaining the state's right to secede if their attempts failed. During the state convention, New Hampshire and Virginia becoming the ninth and tenth states to ratify the Constitution, respectively, had ensured any adjournment would not happen and a compromise would have to be reached.[69][70] Hamilton's arguments used for the ratifications were largely iterations of work from The Federalist Papers, and Smith eventually went for ratification, though it was more out of necessity than Hamilton's rhetoric.[70] The vote in the state constitution was ratified 30 to 27, on July 26, 1788.[71]

In 1788, Hamilton served yet another term in what proved to be the last session of the Continental Congress under the Articles of Confederation[image: External link]. When the term of Philip Schuyler was up in 1791, elected in his place was the attorney general of New York, one Aaron Burr[image: External link]. Hamilton blamed Burr for this result, and ill characterizations of Burr appear in his correspondence thereafter. The two men did work together from time to time thereafter on various projects, including Hamilton's army of 1798 and the Manhattan Water Company[image: External link].[72]
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 The Federalist Papers




Main article: Federalist Papers[image: External link]


Hamilton recruited John Jay and James Madison to write a series of essays defending the proposed Constitution, now known as The Federalist Papers, and made the largest contribution to that effort, writing 51 of 85 essays published (Madison wrote 29, Jay only five). Hamilton supervised the entire project, enlisted the participants, wrote the majority of the essays, and oversaw the publication. During the project each person was responsible for their areas of expertise; Jay covered foreign relations, Madison covered the history of republics and confederacies, along with the anatomy of the new government and Hamilton covered the branches of government most pertinent to him: the executive and judicial branches, with some aspects of the Senate, as well as covering military matters and taxation[1]:247–48 The papers first appeared in The Independent Journal[image: External link] on October 27, 1787.[1]:247

Hamilton wrote the first paper signed as Publius[image: External link], and all of the subsequent papers were signed under the name.[62]:210 Jay wrote the next four papers to elaborate on the confederation's weakness and the need for unity against foreign aggression and against splitting into rival confederacies, and, except for Number 64, was not further involved.[1]:253[62]:211 Hamilton's highlights included discussion that although republics have been culpable for disorders in the past, advances in the "science of politics" had fostered principles that ensured that those abuses could be prevented, such as the division of powers, legislative checks and balances, an independent judiciary, and legislators that were represented by electors (Numbers 7–9).[1]:254 Hamilton also wrote an extensive defense of the constitution (No. 23–36), and discussed the Senate and executive and judicial branches in Numbers 65–85. Hamilton and Madison worked to describe the anarchic state of the confederation in numbers 15–22, and have been described as not being entirely different in thought during this time period in contrast to their stark opposition later in life.[1]:252–55 Subtle differences appeared with the two when discussing the necessity of standing armies[1]:257
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 Reconciliation between New York and Vermont




Further information: Vermont Republic[image: External link]


In 1764 King George III had ruled in favor of New York in a dispute between New York and New Hampshire over the region that later became the state of Vermont[image: External link]. New York then refused to recognize claims to property derived from grants by New Hampshire governor Benning Wentworth[image: External link] during the preceding 15 years when the territory had been governed as a de facto part of New Hampshire. Consequently, the people of the disputed territory, called the New Hampshire Grants[image: External link], resisted the enforcement of New York's laws within the Grants. Indeed, Ethan Allen[image: External link]'s militia called the Green Mountain Boys[image: External link], noted for successes in the war against the British in 1775, was originally formed for the purpose of resisting the colonial government of New York. In 1777 the statesmen of the Grants declared it a separate state to be called Vermont[image: External link], and by early 1778 had erected a state government. During 1777–1785, Vermont was repeatedly denied representation in the Continental Congress, largely because New York insisted that Vermont was legally a part of New York. Vermont took the position that because its petitions for admission to the Union[image: External link] were denied, it was not a part of the United States, not subject to Congress, and at liberty to negotiate separately with the British. The latter Haldimand negotiations[image: External link] led to some exchanges of prisoners of war. The peace treaty of 1783 that ended the war included Vermont within the boundaries of the United States. On March 2, 1784, Governor George Clinton of New York asked Congress to declare war for the purpose of overthrowing the government of Vermont, but Congress made no decision.

By 1787 the government of New York had almost entirely given up plans to subjugate Vermont, but still claimed jurisdiction.[73] As a member of the legislature of New York, Hamilton argued forcefully and at length in favor of a bill to recognize the sovereignty of the State of Vermont, against numerous objections to its constitutionality and policy. Consideration of the bill was deferred to a later date. In 1787 through 1789 Hamilton exchange letters with Nathaniel Chipman[image: External link], a lawyer representing Vermont. In 1788 the new Constitution of the United States went into effect, with its plan to replace the unicameral Continental Congress with a new Congress consisting of a Senate and a House of Representatives. Hamilton wrote:


One of the first subjects of deliberation with the new Congress will be the independence of Kentucky [at that time still a part of Virginia], for which the southern states will be anxious. The northern will be glad to find a counterpoise in Vermont.



In 1790 the New York legislature decided to give up New York's claim to Vermont if Congress decided to admit Vermont to the Union and if negotiations between New York and Vermont on the boundary between the two states were successfully concluded. In 1790, negotiators discussed not only boundary, but also financial compensation of New York land-grantees whose grants Vermont refused to recognize because they conflicted with earlier grants from New Hampshire. Compensation in the amount of 30,000 Spanish dollars was agreed to, and Vermont was admitted to the Union in 1791.
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 Secretary of the Treasury




President George Washington appointed Hamilton as the first United States Secretary of the Treasury[image: External link] on September 11, 1789. He left office on the last day of January 1795. Much of the structure of the government of the United States was worked out in those five years, beginning with the structure and function of the cabinet itself. Biographer Forrest McDonald[image: External link] argues that Hamilton saw his office, like that of the British First Lord of the Treasury[image: External link], as the equivalent of a Prime Minister; Hamilton would oversee his colleagues under the elective reign of George Washington. Washington did request Hamilton's advice and assistance on matters outside the purview of the Treasury Department. In 1791, while Secretary, Hamilton was elected a Fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences[image: External link].[74] Hamilton submitted various financial reports to Congress. Among these are the First Report on the Public Credit[image: External link], Operations of the Act Laying Duties on Imports[image: External link], Report on a National Bank[image: External link], On the Establishment of a Mint, Report on Manufactures[image: External link], and the Report on a Plan for the Further Support of Public Credit.[75] So, the great enterprise in Hamilton's project of an administrative republic is the establishment of stability.[76]
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 Report on Public Credit




Main article: First Report on Public Credit[image: External link]


Before the adjournment of the House in September 1789, they requested Hamilton to make a report on suggestions to improve the public credit by January 1790.[77] Hamilton had written to Robert Morris as early as 1781 that fixing the public credit will win their objective of independence.[77] The sources that Hamilton used ranged from Frenchmen such as Jacques Necker[image: External link] and Montesquieu[image: External link] to British writers such as Hume[image: External link], Hobbes[image: External link], and Malachy Postlethwayt[image: External link].[1]:296 While writing the report he also sought out suggestions from contemporaries such as John Knox Witherspoon[image: External link], and Madison. Although they agreed on additional taxes such as distilleries and duties on imported liquors and land taxes, Madison feared that the securities from the government debt would fall in foreign hands.[1]:121[62]:244–45

In the report, Hamilton felt that the securities should be paid at full value to their legitimate owners, including those who took the financial risk of buying government bonds that most experts thought would never be redeemed. He argued that liberty and property security were inseparable and that the government should honor the contracts, as they formed the basis of public and private morality. To Hamilton, the proper handling of the government debt would also allow America to borrow at affordable interest rates and would also be a stimulant to the economy.[1]:297

Hamilton divided the debt into national and state, and further divided the national debt into foreign and domestic debt. While there was agreement on how to handle the foreign debt (especially with France), there was not with regards to the national debt held by domestic creditors. During the Revolutionary War, affluent citizens had invested in bonds, and war veterans had been paid with promissory notes[image: External link] and IOUs[image: External link] that plummeted in price during the Confederation. In response, the war veterans sold the securities to speculators for as little as fifteen to twenty cents on the dollar.[1]:297–98[78]

Hamilton felt the money from the bonds should not go to the soldiers, but the speculators that had bought the bonds from the soldiers, who had shown little faith in the country's future. The process of attempting to track down the original bond holders along with the government showing discrimination among the classes of holders if the war veterans were to be compensated also weighed in as factors for Hamilton. As for the state debts, Hamilton suggested to consolidate it with the national debt and label it as federal debt, for the sake of efficiency on a national scale.[1]:298–99

The last portion of the report dealt with eliminating the debt by utilizing a sinking fund[image: External link] that would retire five percent of the debt annually until it was paid off. Due to the bonds being traded well below their face value, the purchases would benefit the government as the securities rose in price.[1]:300

When the report was submitted to the House of Representatives, detractors soon began to speak against it. The notion of programs that resembled British practice were wicked along with the power of balance being shifted away from the Representatives to the executive branch were some of the prejudices that resided within the House. William Maclay[image: External link] suspected that several congressmen were involved in government securities, saw Congress in an unholy league with New York speculators.[1]:302 Congressman James Jackson[image: External link] also spoke against New York, with allegations of speculators attempting to swindle those who had not yet heard about Hamilton's report.[1]:303

The involvement of those in Hamilton's circle such as Schuyler, William Duer, James Duane, Gouverneur Morris, and Rufus King[image: External link] as speculators was not favorable to those against the report, either, though Hamilton personally did not own or deal a share in the debt.[1]:304[62]:250 Madison eventually spoke against it by February 1790. Although he was not against current holders of government debt to profit, he wanted the windfall to go to the original holders. Madison did not feel that the original holders had lost faith in the government, but sold their securities out of desperation.[1]:305 The compromise was seen as egregious to both Hamiltonians and their dissidents such as Maclay, and Madison's vote was defeated 36 votes to 13 on February 22.[1]:305[62]:255

The fight for the national government to assume state debt was a longer issue, and lasted over four months. During the period, the resources that Hamilton was to apply to the payment of state debts was requested by Alexander White[image: External link], and was rejected due to Hamilton's not being able to prepare information by March 3, and was even postponed by his own supporters in spite of configuring a report the next day (which consisted of a series of additional duties to meet the interest on the state debts).[62]:297–98

Some of the other issues involving Hamilton were bypassing the rising issue of slavery in Congress after Quakers[image: External link] petitioned for its abolition (though he returned to the issue the following year),[1]:307 having Duer resign as Assistant Secretary of the Treasury, and the vote of assumption being voted down 31 votes to 29 on April 12.[62]:258–59

The temporary location of the capital from New York City also played a role, as Tench Coxe[image: External link] was sent to speak to Maclay to bargain about the capital being temporarily located to Philadelphia, as a single vote in the Senate was needed and five in the House for the bill to pass.[62]:263 [note 2] The bill passed in the Senate on July 21 and in the House 34 votes to 28 on July 26, 1790.[62]:263
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 Report on a National Bank




Hamilton's Report on a National Bank was a projection from the first Report on the Public Credit. Although Hamilton had been forming ideas of a national bank as early as 1779,[62]:268 he gathered ideas in various ways over the past eleven years. These included theories from Adam Smith,[79] extensive studies on the Bank of England[image: External link], the blunders of the Bank of North America[image: External link] and his experience in establishing the Bank of New York.[80] He also used American records from James Wilson[image: External link], Pelatiah Webster, Gouverneur Morris[image: External link], and from his assistant Treasury secretary Tench Coxe.[80]

Hamilton suggested that Congress should charter the National Bank[image: External link] with a capitalization of $10 million, one-fifth of which would be handled by the Government. Since the Government did not have the money, it would borrow the money from the bank itself, and repay the loan in ten even annual installments.[31]:194 The rest was to be available to individual investors.[81] The bank was to be governed by a twenty-five member board of directors that was to represent a large majority of the private shareholders, which Hamilton considered essential for his being under a private direction.[62]:268 Hamilton's bank model had many similarities to that of the Bank of England, except Hamilton wanted to exclude the Government from being involved in public debt[image: External link], but provide a large, firm, and elastic money supply for the functioning of normal businesses and usual economic development, among other differences.[31]:194–95 For tax revenue to ignite the bank, it was the same as he had previously proposed; increases on imported spirits: rum, liquor, and whiskey.[31]:195–96

The bill passed through the Senate practically without a problem, but objections of the proposal increased by the time it reached the House of Representatives. It was generally held by critics that Hamilton was serving the interests of the Northeast by means of the bank,[82] and those of the agrarian lifestyle would not benefit from it.[62]:270 Among those critics was James Jackson of Georgia, who also attempted to refute the report by quoting from The Federalist Papers.[62]:270 Madison and Jefferson also opposed the bank bill; however, the potential of the capital not being moved to the Potomac if the bank was to have a firm establishment in Philadelphia (the current capital of the United States) was a more significant reason, and actions that Pennsylvania members of Congress took to keep the capital there made both men anxious.[31]:199–200 Madison warned the Pennsylvania congress members that he would attack the bill as unconstitutional in the House, and followed up on his threat.[31]:200 Madison argued his case of where the power of a bank could be established within the Constitution, but he failed to sway members of the House, and his authority on the constitution was questioned by a few members.[31]:200–01 The bill eventually passed in an overwhelming fashion 39 to 20, on February 8, 1791.[62]:271

Washington hesitated to sign the bill, as he received suggestions from Attorney-General Edmund Randolph[image: External link] and Thomas Jefferson. Jefferson dismissed the 'necessary and proper' clause as reasoning for the creation of a national bank, stating that the enumerated powers "can all be carried into execution without a bank."[62]:271–72 Along with Randolph and Jefferson's objections, Washington's involvement in the movement of the capital from Philadelphia is also thought to be a reason for his hesitation.[31]:202–03 In response to the objection of the 'necessary and proper' clause, Hamilton stated that "Necessary often means no more than needful, requisite, incidental, useful, or conductive to", and the bank was a "convenient species of medium in which they (taxes) are to be paid."[62]:272–73 Washington would eventually sign the bill into law.[62]:272–73
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 Establishing the U.S. Mint




Main article: United States Mint


In 1791, Hamilton submitted Report on the Establishment of a Mint[image: External link] to the House of Representatives. Most of Hamilton's ideas for this report were from European economists, resolutions from Continental Congress meetings from 1785 and 1786, and from people such as Gouverneur Morris and Thomas Jefferson.[31]:197[83] Due to the Spanish coin[image: External link] being the most circulated coin in the United States at the time, Alexander Hamilton proposed that the minting of the United States dollar[image: External link] weighing almost as much as the Spanish peso would be the simplest way to introduce a national currency.[84] Hamilton wanted the U.S. dollar system to be set for decimals rather than the eights like the Spanish mint.[85] In spite of preferring a monometallic gold standard[image: External link],[86] he issued a bimetallic currency[image: External link] at ratio that was to be similar to most European countries.[31]:197[87] What was different from the European currencies was his desire to overprice the gold on the grounds that the United States would always receive an influx of silver from the West Indies.[31]:197 Hamilton desired the minting of small value coins such as silver ten-cent and copper cent and half-cent pieces, for reducing the cost of living for the poor.[31]:198[80] One of his main objectives was for the general public to become accustomed to handling money on a frequent basis.[31]:198

By 1792, Hamilton's principles were adopted by Congress, resulting in the Coinage Act of 1792, and the creation of the United States Mint. There was to be a ten-dollar Gold Eagle coin, a silver dollar, and fractional money ranging from one-half to fifty cents.[86] The coining of silver and gold was issued by 1795.[86]
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 Revenue Cutter Service




Main article: United States Revenue Cutter Service[image: External link]


Smuggling off American coasts was an issue before the Revolutionary War, and after the Revolution it was more problematic. Along with smuggling, lack of shipping control, pirating, and a revenue unbalance were also major problems.[88] In response, Hamilton proposed to Congress to enact a naval police force called revenue cutters[image: External link] in order to patrol the waters and assist the custom collectors with confiscating contraband.[1]:340 This idea was also proposed to assist in tariff controlling, boosting the American economy, and promote the merchant marine.[88] It is thought that his experience obtained during his apprenticeship with Nicholas Kruger was influential in his decision-making.[1]:32

Concerning some of the details of the "System of Cutters",[89] [note 3] Hamilton wanted the first ten cutters[image: External link] in different areas in the United States, from New England to Georgia.[1]:340[90] Each of those cutters was to be armed with ten muskets and bayonets, twenty pistols, two chisels, one broad-ax and two lanterns; the fabric of the sails was to be domestically manufactured;[1]:340 and provisions were made for the employees' food supply and etiquette when boarding ships.[1]:340 Congress established the Revenue Cutter Service on August 4, 1790, which is viewed as the birth of the United States Coast Guard.[88]
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 Whiskey as tax revenue




Further information: Whiskey Rebellion


One of the principal sources of revenue Hamilton prevailed upon Congress to approve was an excise tax[image: External link] on whiskey[image: External link]. In his first Tariff Bill in January 1790, Hamilton proposed to raise the three million dollars needed to pay for government operating expenses and interest on domestic and foreign debts by means of an increase on duties on imported wines, distilled spirits, tea, coffee, and domestic spirits. It failed, with Congress complying with most recommendations excluding the excise tax on Whiskey (Madison's tariff of the same year was a modification of Hamilton's that involved only imported duties and was passed in September).[91]

In response of diversifying revenues, as three-fourths of revenue gathered was from commerce with Great Britain, Hamilton attempted once again during his Report on Public Credit when presenting it in 1790 to implement an excise tax both imported and domestic spirits.[1]:342[92] The taxation rate was graduated in proportion to the whiskey proof, and Hamilton intended to equalize the tax burden on imported spirits with imported and domestic liquor.[92] In lieu of the excise on production citizens could pay 60 cents by the gallon of dispensing capacity, along with an exemption on small stills used exclusively for domestic consumption.[92] He realized the loathing that the tax would receive in rural areas, but thought of the taxing of spirits more reasonable than land taxes.[1]:342

Opposition initially came from Pennsylvania's House of Representatives protesting the tax. William Maclay had noted that not even the Pennsylvanian legislators had been able to enforce excise taxes in the western regions of the state.[1]:342–43 Hamilton was aware of the potential difficulties and proposed inspectors the ability to search buildings that distillers were designated to store their spirits, and would be able to search suspected illegal storage facilities to confiscate contraband with a warrant.[93] Although the inspectors were not allowed to search houses and warehouses, they were to visit twice a day and file weekly reports in extensive detail.[1]:343 Hamilton cautioned against expedited judicial means, and favored a jury trial with potential offenders.[93] As soon as 1791 locals began to shun or threaten inspectors, as they felt the inspection methods were intrusive.[1]:343 Inspectors were also tarred and feathered[image: External link], blindfolded, and whipped. Hamilton had attempted to appease the opposition with lowered tax rates, but it did not suffice.[1]:468

Strong opposition to the whiskey tax by cottage producers[image: External link] in remote, rural regions erupted into the Whiskey Rebellion in 1794; in Western Pennsylvania[image: External link] and western Virginia[image: External link], whiskey was the basic export product and was fundamental to the local economy. In response to the rebellion, believing compliance with the laws was vital to the establishment of federal authority, Hamilton accompanied to the rebellion's site President Washington, General Henry "Light Horse Harry" Lee[image: External link], and more federal troops than were ever assembled in one place during the Revolution. This overwhelming display of force intimidated the leaders of the insurrection, ending the rebellion virtually without bloodshed.[94]
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 Manufacturing and industry




Hamilton's next report was his Report on Manufactures. Although he was requested by Congress on January 15, 1790 for a report for manufacturing that would expand the United States' independence, the report was not submitted until December 5, 1791.[62]:274, 277 In the report, Hamilton quoted from Wealth of Nations and used the French physiocrats[image: External link] as an example for rejecting agrarianism[image: External link] and the physiocratic theory; respectively.[31]:233 Hamilton also refuted Smith's ideas of government noninterference, as it would have been detrimental for trade with other countries.[31]:244 Hamilton also thought of the United States being a primarily agrarian country would be at a disadvantage in dealing with Europe.[95] In response to the agrarian detractors, Hamilton stated that the agriculturists' interest would be advanced by manufactures,[62]:276 and that agriculture was just as productive as manufacturing.[31]:233[62]:276

Among the ways that the government could assist in manufacturing, Hamilton mentioned levying protective duties on imported foreign goods that were also manufactured in the United States,[96] to withdraw duties levied on raw materials needed for domestic manufacturing,[62]:277[96] pecuniary boundaries,[62]:277 and encouraging immigration for people to better themselves in similar employment opportunities.[96][97] Congress shelved the report without much debate (except for Madison's objection to Hamilton's formulation of the General Welfare clause[image: External link], which Hamilton construed liberally as a legal basis for his extensive programs).[98]

Subsequently, in 1791, with his ideas for manufacturing being a major influence, Hamilton, along with Coxe and several entrepreneurs from New York and Philadelphia helped form the Society for the Establishment of Useful Manufactures[image: External link], a private industrial corporation. The location at Great Falls of the Passaic River[image: External link] in New Jersey was selected due to access to raw materials, it being densely inhabited, and having access to water power from the falls of the Passaic.[31]:231 The factory town was named Paterson after New Jersey's Governor William Paterson[image: External link], who signed the charter.[31]:232[99] The profits were to derive from specific corporates rather than the benefits to be conferred to the nation and the citizens, which was unlike the report.[100] Hamilton also suggested the first stock to be offered at $500,000 and to eventually increase to $1 million, and welcomed state and national government subscriptions alike.[62]:280[100] The company was never successful: numerous shareholders reneged on stock payments, some members soon went bankrupt, and William Duer[image: External link], the governor of the program, was sent to debtors' prison.[62]:280[99] In spite of Hamilton's efforts to mend the disaster, the company would expire by 1796.[99]
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For more details on this topic, see Federalist Party and Democratic-Republican Party[image: External link].

During Hamilton's tenure as Treasury Secretary, political factions began to emerge. A Congressional caucus, led by James Madison and William Branch Giles[image: External link], began as an opposition group to Hamilton's financial programs, and Thomas Jefferson joined this group when he returned from France. Hamilton and his allies began to call themselves Federalists. The opposition group, now called the Democratic-Republican Party[image: External link] by political scientists, was at the time known as Republicans.[101][note 4]

Hamilton assembled a nationwide coalition to garner support for the Administration, including the expansive financial programs Hamilton had made Administration policy and especially the president's policy of neutrality in the European war between Britain and France. Hamilton's public relations campaign attacked the French minister Edmond-Charles Genêt[image: External link] (he called himself "Citizen Genêt") who tried to appeal to voters directly, which Federalists denounced as foreign interference in American affairs.[102] If Hamilton's administrative republic was to succeed, Americans had to see themselves as nation citizens, and experience an administration that proved firm and demonstrated the concepts found within the United States Constitution.[103] The Federalists did impose some internal direct taxes but they departed from the most implications of the Hamilton administrative republic as risky.[104]

The Jeffersonian Republicans opposed banks and cities, and favored France. They built their own national coalition to oppose the Federalists. Both sides gained the support of local political factions; each side developed its own partisan newspapers. Noah Webster[image: External link], John Fenno[image: External link], and William Cobbett[image: External link] were energetic editors for the Federalists; Benjamin Franklin Bache[image: External link] and Philip Freneau[image: External link] were fiery Republican editors. All the newspapers were characterized by intense personal attacks, major exaggerations and invented claims. In 1801, Hamilton established a daily newspaper, the New York Evening Post[image: External link] and brought in William Coleman[image: External link] as editor. It is still publishing (as the New York Post[image: External link]).[105]

The quarrel between Hamilton and Jefferson is the best known and historically the most important in American political history. Hamilton's and Jefferson's incompatibility was heightened by the unavowed wish of each to be Washington's principal and most trusted advisor.[106]
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Main article: Jay Treaty


When France and Britain went to war[image: External link] in early 1793, all four members of the Cabinet were consulted on what to do. They and Washington unanimously agreed to remain neutral, and to send Genêt home.[107]:336–41 However, in 1794 policy toward Britain became a major point of contention between the two parties. Hamilton and the Federalists wished for more trade with Britain, the new nation's largest trading partner. The Republicans saw Britain as the main threat to republicanism and proposed instead a trade war.[62]:327–28

To avoid war, Washington sent Chief Justice John Jay to negotiate with the British; Hamilton largely wrote Jay's instructions. The result was Jay's Treaty[image: External link]. It was denounced by the Republicans, but Hamilton mobilized support throughout the land.[108] The Jay Treaty passed the Senate in 1795 by exactly the required two-thirds majority. The Treaty resolved issues remaining from the Revolution, averted war, and made possible ten years of peaceful trade between the United States and Britain.[107]:Ch 9 Historian George Herring notes the "remarkable and fortuitous economic and diplomatic gains" produced by the Treaty.[109]

Several European nations had formed a League of Armed Neutrality[image: External link] against incursions on their neutral rights; the Cabinet was also consulted on whether the United States should join it, and decided not to. It kept that decision secret, but Hamilton revealed it in private to George Hammond, the British Minister to the United States, without telling Jay or anyone else. (His act remained unknown until Hammond's dispatches were read in the 1920s). This "amazing revelation" may have had limited effect on the negotiations; Jay did threaten to join the League at one point, but the British had other reasons not to view the League as a serious threat.[107]:411 ff[110]
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Hamilton tendered his resignation from office on December 1, 1794, giving Washington two months' notice,[111] in the wake of his wife Eliza[image: External link]'s miscarriage[112] while he was absent during his armed repression of the Whiskey Rebellion.[113] Before leaving his post on January 31, 1795, Hamilton submitted a Report on a Plan for the Further Support of Public Credit to Congress to curb the debt problem. Hamilton grew dissatisfied with what he viewed as a lack of a comprehensive plan to fix the public debt. He wished to have new taxes passed with older ones made permanent and stated that any surplus from the excise tax on liquor would be pledged to lower public debt. His proposals were included into a bill by Congress within slightly over a month after his departure as treasury secretary.[1]:480 Some months later Hamilton resumed his law practice in New York to remain closer to his family.[114]
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Hamilton's resignation as Secretary of the Treasury in 1795 did not remove him from public life. With the resumption of his law practice, he remained close to Washington as an advisor and friend. Hamilton influenced Washington in the composition of his Farewell Address by writing drafts for Washington to compare with the latter's draft, although when Washington contemplated retirement in 1792, he had consulted James Madison for a draft that was used in a similar manner to Hamilton's.[115][116]

In the election of 1796[image: External link], under the Constitution as it stood then, each of the presidential electors[image: External link] had two votes, which they were to cast for different men. The one who received most votes would become President, the second-most, Vice President. This system was not designed with the operation of parties in mind, as they had been thought disreputable and factious. The Federalists planned to deal with this by having all their Electors vote for John Adams, the Vice President, and all but a few for Thomas Pinckney[image: External link] of South Carolina[image: External link].[1]:117

Adams resented Hamilton's influence with Washington and considered him overambitious and scandalous in his private life; Hamilton compared Adams unfavorably with Washington and thought him too emotionally unstable to be President.[1]:510 Hamilton took the election as an opportunity: he urged all the northern electors to vote for Adams and Pinckney, lest Jefferson get in; but he cooperated with Edward Rutledge[image: External link] to have South Carolina's electors vote for Jefferson and Pinckney. If all this worked, Pinckney would have more votes than Adams, Pinckney would become President, and Adams would remain Vice President, but it did not work. The Federalists found out about it (even the French minister to the United States knew), and northern Federalists voted for Adams but not for Pinckney, in sufficient numbers that Pinckney came in third and Jefferson became Vice President.[117] Adams resented the intrigue since he felt his service to the nation was much more extensive than Pinckney's.[118]
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Main article: Hamilton–Reynolds sex scandal[image: External link]


In the summer of 1797 Hamilton became the first major American politician publicly involved in a sex scandal[image: External link].[119] Six years earlier, in the summer of 1791, 34-year-old Hamilton started an affair with 23-year-old Maria Reynolds[image: External link]. According to Hamilton's recount, Maria approached him at his house in Philadelphia, claiming that her husband, James Reynolds, had abandoned her and she wished to return to her relatives in New York but lacked the means.[62]:366–69 Hamilton retrieved her address and delivered her $30 personally at her boarding house where she led him into her bedroom and "Some conversation ensued from which it was quickly apparent that other than pecuniary consolation would be acceptable". The two began an illicit affair that lasted, with varying frequency, approximately until June 1792.[120]

Over the course of that year, while the affair took place, James Reynolds was well aware of his wife's unfaithfulness. He continually supported their relationship to regularly gain blackmail money from Hamilton. The common practice in the day was for the wronged husband to seek retribution in a pistol duel[image: External link], but Reynolds, realizing how much Hamilton had to lose if his activity came into public view, insisted on monetary compensation instead.[121] After an initial request of $1,000[122] to which Hamilton complied, Reynolds invited Hamilton to renew his visits to his wife "as a friend"[123] only to extort forced "loans" after each visit that the most likely colluding Maria solicited with her letters. In the end the blackmail payments totaled over $1,300 including the initial extortion.[62]:369 Hamilton at this point was possibly aware of both Reynoldses' being involved in the blackmail[124] and welcomed as well as strictly complied with Reynolds' request to end the affair[120][125]

In November 1792 James Reynolds and his associate Jacob Clingman were arrested for counterfeiting and speculating in veteran back wages. Clingman was released on bail and relayed information to James Monroe[image: External link] that Reynolds had evidence that would incriminate Hamilton. Monroe consulted with Congressmen Muhlenberg and Venable on what actions to take and the Congressmen confronted Hamilton on December 15, 1792.[120] Hamilton refuted the suspicions of speculation by exposing his affair with Maria and producing as evidence the letters by both Reynoldses, proving that his payments to James Reynolds related to blackmail over his adultery, and not to treasury misconduct. The trio were to keep the documents privately with the utmost confidence.[62]:366–69

In the summer of 1797, however, when "notoriously scurrilous journalist" James T. Callender[image: External link] published A History of the United States for the Year 1796, it contained accusations of James Reynolds being an agent of Hamilton, using documents from the confrontation of December 15, 1792. On July 5, 1797, Hamilton wrote to Monroe, Muhlenberg and Venable asking them to confirm that there was nothing that would damage the perception of his integrity while Secretary of Treasury. All complied with Hamilton's request but Monroe,[1] and after several rounds of argument, the two almost resorted to a duel. When Hamilton did not obtain an explicit response from Monroe, he published a 100-page booklet, later usually referred to as the Reynolds Pamphlet[image: External link], in order to preserve his public reputation, and discussed the affair in exquisite detail. His wife Elizabeth[image: External link] eventually forgave him, but not Monroe. Though he faced ridicule from the Democratic-Republican faction, he maintained his availability for public service.[31]:334–36
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Main article: Quasi-War[image: External link]


During the military build-up of the Quasi-War of 1798–1800, and with the strong endorsement of Washington (who had been called out of retirement to lead the Army if a French invasion materialized), Adams reluctantly appointed Hamilton a major general[image: External link] of the army. At Washington's insistence, Hamilton was made the senior major general, prompting Henry Knox[image: External link] to decline appointment to serve as Hamilton's junior (Knox had been a major general in the Continental Army and thought it would be degrading to serve beneath him).[1]:558–60[126] Hamilton served as inspector general of the United States Army[image: External link] from July 18, 1798, to June 15, 1800; because Washington was unwilling to leave Mount Vernon unless it were to command an army in the field, Hamilton was the de facto head of the army, to Adams's considerable displeasure. If full-scale war broke out with France, Hamilton argued that the army should conquer the North American colonies[image: External link] of France's ally, Spain, bordering the United States.[127] Hamilton was prepared to march his army through the Southern United States if necessary, possibly also using his army in Virginia to quash opposition to Adams and himself.[128]

To fund this army, Hamilton wrote regularly to Oliver Wolcott, Jr.[image: External link], his successor at the Treasury; William Loughton Smith[image: External link], of the House Ways and Means Committee; and Senator Theodore Sedgwick[image: External link] of Massachusetts. He directed them to pass a direct tax to fund the war. Smith resigned in July 1797, as Hamilton scolded him for slowness, and told Wolcott to tax houses instead of land.[129] The eventual program included a Stamp Act[image: External link] like that of the British before the Revolution and other taxes on land, houses, and slaves, calculated at different rates in different states, and requiring difficult and intricate assessment of houses.[130] This provoked resistance in southeastern Pennsylvania, led primarily by men such as John Fries[image: External link] who had marched with Washington against the Whiskey Rebellion.[131]

Hamilton aided in all areas of the army's development, and after Washington's death he was by default the Senior Officer of the United States Army[image: External link] from December 14, 1799, to June 15, 1800. The army was to guard against invasion from France. Adams, however, derailed all plans for war by opening negotiations with France.[132] Adams had held it proper to retain the members of Washington's cabinet, except for cause; he found, in 1800 (after Washington's death), that they were obeying Hamilton rather than himself, and fired several of them.[133]
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Main article: United States presidential election, 1800[image: External link]


In the 1800 election, Hamilton worked to defeat not only the rival Democratic-Republican candidates, but also his party's own nominee, John Adams.[62]:392–99 In November 1799, the Alien and Sedition Acts[image: External link] had left one Democratic-Republican newspaper functioning in New York City; when the last, the New Daily Advertiser, reprinted an article saying that Hamilton had attempted to purchase the Philadelphia Aurora and close it down, Hamilton had the publisher prosecuted for seditious libel[image: External link], and the prosecution compelled the owner to close the paper.[134]

Aaron Burr had won New York for Jefferson in May; now Hamilton proposed a rerun of the election under different rules—with carefully drawn districts and each choosing an elector—such that the Federalists would split the electoral vote of New York.[note 5] (John Jay, a Federalist who had given up the Supreme Court to be Governor of New York, wrote on the back of the letter the words, "Proposing a measure for party purposes which it would not become me to adopt," and declined to reply.)[135]

John Adams was running this time with Charles Cotesworth Pinckney[image: External link] of South Carolina (the elder brother of candidate Thomas Pinckney from the 1796 election). Hamilton now toured New England, again urging northern electors to hold firm for Pinckney in the renewed hope of making Pinckney president; and he again intrigued in South Carolina.[31]:350–51 Hamilton's ideas involved coaxing middle-state Federalists to assert their non-support for Adams if there was no support for Pinckney and writing to more of the modest supports of Adams concerning his supposed misconduct while president.[31]:350–51 Hamilton expected to see southern states such as the Carolinas cast their votes for Pinckney and Jefferson, and would result in the former being ahead of both Adams and Jefferson.[62]:394–95

In accordance with the second of the aforementioned plans, and a recent personal rift with Adams,[31]:351 Hamilton wrote a pamphlet called Letter from Alexander Hamilton, Concerning the Public Conduct and Character of John Adams, Esq. President of the United States that was highly critical of him, though it closed with a tepid endorsement.[62]:396 He mailed this to two hundred leading Federalists; when a copy fell into the Democratic-Republicans' hands, they printed it. This hurt Adams's 1800 reelection campaign and split the Federalist Party, virtually assuring the victory of the Democratic-Republican Party, led by Jefferson, in the election of 1800; it destroyed Hamilton's position among the Federalists.[136]

Jefferson had beaten Adams, but both he and his running mate, Aaron Burr, had received 73 votes in the Electoral College (Adams finished in third place, Pinckney in fourth, and Jay received one vote). With Jefferson and Burr tied, the United States House of Representatives had to choose between the two men.[31]:352[62]:399 Several Federalists who opposed Jefferson supported Burr, and for the first 35 ballots, Jefferson was denied a majority. Before the 36th ballot, Hamilton threw his weight behind Jefferson, supporting the arrangement reached by James A. Bayard[image: External link] of Delaware, in which five Federalist Representatives from Maryland and Vermont abstained from voting, allowing those states' delegations to go for Jefferson, ending the impasse and electing Jefferson President rather than Burr.[31]:350–51 Even though Hamilton did not like Jefferson and disagreed with him on many issues, he viewed Jefferson as the lesser of two evils[image: External link]. Hamilton spoke of Jefferson as being "by far not so a dangerous man", and that Burr was a "mischievous enemy" to the principle measure of the past administration.[137] It was for that reason, along with the fact that Burr was a northerner and not a Virginian, that many Federalist Representatives voted for him.[138] Hamilton wrote an exceeding number of letters to friends in Congress to convince the members to see otherwise.[31]:352[62]:401 However, the Federalists rejected Hamilton's diatribe as reasons to not vote for Burr.[31]:353[62]:401 Nevertheless, Burr would become Vice President of the United States. When it became clear that Jefferson had developed his own concerns about Burr and would not support his return to the Vice Presidency,[citation needed[image: External link]] Burr sought the New York governorship in 1804 with Federalist support, against the Jeffersonian Morgan Lewis[image: External link], but was defeated by forces including Hamilton.[139]
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Main article: Burr–Hamilton duel[image: External link]


Soon after the 1804 gubernatorial election in New York—in which Morgan Lewis[image: External link], greatly assisted by Hamilton, defeated Aaron Burr[image: External link]—the Albany Register published Charles D. Cooper[image: External link]'s letters, citing Hamilton's opposition to Burr and alleging that Hamilton had expressed "a still more despicable opinion" of the Vice President at an upstate New York dinner party.[140][141] Cooper claimed that the letter was intercepted after relaying the information, but stated he was 'unusually cautious' in recollecting the information from the dinner[1]:680–81 Burr, sensing an attack on his honor, and recovering from his defeat, demanded an apology in letter form. Hamilton wrote a letter in response and ultimately refused because he could not recall the instance of insulting Burr; also, Hamilton would have been accused of recanting Cooper's letter out of cowardice.[62]:423–24 After a series of attempts to reconcile were to no avail, a duel was arranged through liaisons on June 27, 1804.[62]:426

Before the duel, Hamilton wrote a defense of his decision to duel while at the same time intending to throw away his shot.[142] Hamilton viewed his roles of being a father and husband, putting his creditors at risk, placing his family's welfare in jeopardy and his moral and religious stances as reasons not to duel, but he felt it impossible to avoid due to having made attacks on Burr which he was unable to recant, and because of Burr's behavior prior to the duel. He attempted to reconcile his moral and religious reasons and the codes of honor and politics. He intended to accept the duel and throw away his fire in order to satisfy his morals and political codes, respectively.[1]:689[140][note 6] His desire to be available for future political matters also played a factor.[140]

The concept of honor was fundamental to Hamilton's vision of himself and of the nation.[143] Historians have noted, as evidence of the importance that honor held in Hamilton's value system, that Hamilton had previously been a party to seven "affairs of honor" as a principal, and to three as an advisor or second.[144] Such affairs were often concluded prior to reaching their final stage, a duel.[144]

The duel began at dawn on July 11, 1804, along the west bank of the Hudson River[image: External link] on a rocky ledge in Weehawken[image: External link], New Jersey.[145] After the seconds[image: External link] measured the paces, Hamilton, according to both William P. Van Ness[image: External link] and Burr, raised his pistol "as if to try the light" and had to wear his spectacles to prevent his vision from being obscured.[146] Hamilton also refused the hairspring set of dueling pistols (that would make the pulling of the trigger lighter) offered by Nathaniel Pendleton[image: External link].[147] Vice President Burr shot Hamilton, delivering what proved to be a fatal wound. Hamilton's shot broke a tree branch directly above Burr's head.[1]:117 Neither of the seconds, Pendleton nor Van Ness, could determine who fired first,[148] as each claimed that the other man had fired first.[147] Soon after, they measured and triangulated the shooting, but could not determine from which angle Hamilton fired. Burr's shot, however, hit Hamilton in the lower abdomen above the right hip. The bullet ricocheted off Hamilton's second or third false rib[image: External link], fracturing it and causing considerable damage to his internal organs, particularly his liver[image: External link] and diaphragm[image: External link], before becoming lodged in his first or second lumbar vertebra[image: External link].[62]:429[149] Biographer Ron Chernow considered the circumstances to indicate that, after taking deliberate aim, Burr fired second,[1]:704 while biographer James Earnest Cooke suggested that Burr took careful aim and shot first, and Hamilton fired while falling, after being struck by Burr's bullet.[150]

The paralyzed Hamilton, who knew himself to be mortally wounded, was ferried to the Greenwich Village[image: External link] home of his friend William Bayard Jr.[image: External link], who had been waiting on the dock. After final visits from his family and friends and considerable suffering, Hamilton died on the following afternoon, July 12, 1804, at Bayard's home at what is now 80–82 Jane Street.[1]:705, 708 Gouverneur Morris[image: External link] gave the eulogy at his funeral and secretly established a fund to support his widow and children.[1]:712–13, 725 Hamilton was buried in the Trinity Churchyard Cemetery[image: External link] in Manhattan[image: External link].[151]
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See also: Hamilton family[image: External link]


While Hamilton was stationed in Morristown, New Jersey[image: External link] in the winter of December 1779-March 1780, he met Elizabeth Schuyler[image: External link], a daughter of General Philip Schuyler[image: External link] and Catherine Van Rensselaer. The two were married on December 14, 1780, at the Schuyler Mansion[image: External link] in Albany, New York[image: External link].[1]:128–29

Elizabeth and Alexander Hamilton had eight children, though there is often confusion because two sons were named Philip:


	
Philip[image: External link] (January 22, 1782 – November 23, 1801), died in a duel, just as his father would three years later.[1]:654–55


	Angelica (September 25, 1784 – February 6, 1857), who suffered a mental breakdown after her older brother's death and was eventually interned under the care of Dr. Macdonald in Flushing, Queens[1]:655


	
Alexander, Jr.[image: External link] (May 16, 1786 – August 2, 1875)

	
James Alexander[image: External link] (April 14, 1788 – September 24, 1878)[152]


	
John Church[image: External link] (August 22, 1792 – July 25, 1882)

	
William Stephen[image: External link] (August 4, 1797 – October 9, 1850)

	
Elizabeth[image: External link], also called Eliza (November 20, 1799 – October 17, 1859)

	
Philip[image: External link], also called Little Phil (June 1, 1802 – July 9, 1884), named after his older brother who had been killed in a duel the previous year



After Hamilton's death in 1804, Elizabeth endeavored to preserve his legacy. She re-organized all of Alexander's letters, papers, and writings with the help of her son, John Church Hamilton[image: External link],[153] and persevered through many setbacks in getting his biography published. She was so devoted to Alexander's memory that she wore a small package around her neck containing the pieces of a sonnet which Alexander wrote for her during the early days of their courtship.[154]

Hamilton was also close to Elizabeth's sisters. During his lifetime he was even rumored to have had an affair with his wife's older sister, Angelica[image: External link], who 3 years before Hamilton's marriage to Elizabeth had eloped with John Barker Church[image: External link], an Englishman who made a fortune in North America during the Revolution and later returned to Europe with his wife and children between 1783 and 1797. Even though the style of their correspondence during Angelica's 14-year residence in Europe was flirtatious, modern historians like Chernow and Fielding agree that despite contemporary gossip there is no conclusive evidence that Hamilton's relationship with Angelica was ever physical or went beyond a strong affinity between in-laws.[155][156] Hamilton also maintained a correspondence with Elizabeth's younger sister Margarita, nicknamed Peggy[image: External link], who was the recipient of his first letters praising her sister Elizabeth at the time of his courtship in early 1780.[157]
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Hamilton, as a youth in the West Indies, was an orthodox and conventional Presbyterian of the "New Light[image: External link]" evangelical type (as opposed to the "Old Light" Calvinists); he was being taught by a student of John Witherspoon[image: External link], a moderate of the New School.[158] He wrote two or three hymns[image: External link], which were published in the local newspaper.[1]:38 Robert Troup, his college roommate, noted that Hamilton was "in the habit of praying on his knees night and morning."[159]

Gordon Wood says that Hamilton dropped his youthful religiosity during the Revolution and became, "a conventional liberal with theistic inclinations who was an irregular churchgoer at best"; however, he returned to religion in his last years.[160] Chernow says Hamilton was nominally an Episcopalian, but:


	he was not clearly affiliated with the denomination and did not seem to attend church regularly or take communion. Like Adams, Franklin, and Jefferson, Hamilton had probably fallen under the sway of deism[image: External link], which sought to substitute reason for revelation and dropped the notion of an active God that will intervene in human affairs. At the same time, he never doubted God's existence, embracing Christianity as a system of morality and cosmic justice.[1]:205




Stories were circulated that Hamilton had made two quips about God at the time of the Constitutional Convention in 1787.[161] During the French Revolution[image: External link], he displayed a utilitarian approach to using religion for political ends, such as by maligning Jefferson as "the atheist," and insisting that Christianity and Jeffersonian democracy were incompatible.[161]:316 After 1801, Hamilton further asserted the truth of Christianity; he proposed a Christian Constitutional Society in 1802, to take hold of "some strong feeling of the mind" to elect "fit men" to office, and he wrote of "Christian welfare societies" for the poor. He was not a member of any denomination. After being shot, Hamilton spoke of his belief in God's mercy, and of his desire to renounce dueling; he was given communion by the Episcopal Bishop of New York, Benjamin Moore[image: External link].[note 7]

Hamilton had always had respect for Jews. His birthplace of Charlestown had a large Jewish population with whom Hamilton came into contact on a regular basis. As a boy, he had learned Hebrew[image: External link] and could recite the Ten Commandments[image: External link] in their original language.[162] He believed that Jewish achievement was a result of divine providence[image: External link] and warned that those who discredit the Jews "destroy the Christian religion."[1]:18
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Hamilton's interpretations of the Constitution set forth in the Federalist Papers remain highly influential, as seen in scholarly studies and court decisions.[163]

Though the Constitution was ambiguous as to the exact balance of power between national and state governments, Hamilton consistently took the side of greater federal power at the expense of the states.[164] As Secretary of the Treasury, he established—against the intense opposition of Secretary of State Jefferson—the country's first national bank. Hamilton justified the creation of this bank, and other increased federal powers, under Congress's constitutional powers to issue currency, to regulate interstate commerce, and to do anything else that would be "necessary and proper[image: External link]" to enact the provisions of the Constitution. Jefferson, on the other hand, took a stricter view of the Constitution: parsing the text carefully, he found no specific authorization for a national bank. This controversy was eventually settled by the Supreme Court of the United States in McCulloch v. Maryland[image: External link], which in essence adopted Hamilton's view, granting the federal government broad freedom to select the best means to execute its constitutionally enumerated powers, specifically the doctrine of implied powers[image: External link].[165] Nevertheless, the American Civil War and the Progressive Era demonstrated the sorts of crises and politics Hamilton's administrative republic sought to avoid.[166]

Hamilton's policies as Secretary of the Treasury greatly affected the United States government and still continue to influence it. His constitutional interpretation, specifically of the Necessary and Proper Clause[image: External link], set precedents for federal authority that are still used by the courts and are considered an authority on constitutional interpretation. The prominent French diplomat Charles Maurice de Talleyrand[image: External link], who spent 1794 in the United States, wrote, "I consider Napoleon[image: External link], Fox[image: External link], and Hamilton the three greatest men of our epoch, and if I were forced to decide between the three, I would give without hesitation the first place to Hamilton", adding that Hamilton had intuited the problems of European conservatives.[167]

Opinions of Hamilton have run the gamut: both John Adams and Thomas Jefferson viewed him as unprincipled and dangerously aristocratic. Hamilton's reputation was mostly negative in the eras of Jeffersonian democracy[image: External link] and Jacksonian democracy[image: External link]. However, by the Progressive era, Herbert Croly[image: External link], Henry Cabot Lodge[image: External link], and Theodore Roosevelt[image: External link] praised his leadership of a strong government. Several nineteenth- and twentieth-century Republicans[image: External link] entered politics by writing laudatory biographies of Hamilton.[168]

In more recent years, according to Sean Wilentz, favorable views of Hamilton and his reputation have decidedly gained the initiative among scholars, who portray him as the visionary architect of the modern liberal capitalist economy and of a dynamic federal government headed by an energetic executive.[169] Modern scholars favoring Hamilton have portrayed Jefferson and his allies, in contrast, as naïve, dreamy idealists.[169] The older Jeffersonian view attacked Hamilton as a centralizer, sometimes to the point of accusations that he advocated monarchy.[1]:397–98
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Since the beginning of the American Civil War, Hamilton has been depicted[image: External link] on more denominations of U.S. currency[image: External link] than anyone else. He has appeared on the $2[image: External link], $5[image: External link], $10[image: External link], $20[image: External link], $50[image: External link], and $1,000[image: External link] notes. Hamilton also appears on the $500 Series EE Savings Bond.

Hamilton's portrait has been featured on the front of the U.S. $10 bill[image: External link] since 1928. The source of the engraving is John Trumbull[image: External link]'s 1805 portrait of Hamilton, in the portrait collection of New York City Hall[image: External link].[170] In June 2015, the U.S. Treasury[image: External link] announced a decision to replace the engraving of Hamilton with that of a woman; however, before the bill was actually redesigned, the decision was changed due to the unanticipated popular success of the 2015 Broadway[image: External link] musical Hamilton[image: External link].[171]

The first postage stamp to honor Hamilton was issued by the U.S. Post Office in 1870. The portrayals on the 1870 and 1888 issues are from the same engraved die, which was modeled after a bust of Hamilton[image: External link] by Italian sculptor Giuseppe Ceracchi[image: External link].[172] The Hamilton 1870 issue was the first U.S. postage stamp to honor a Secretary of the Treasury[image: External link]. The three-cent red commemorative issue, which was released on the 200th anniversary of Hamilton's birth in 1957, includes a rendition of the Federal Hall[image: External link] building, located in New York City.[173] On March 19, 1956, the United States Postal Service issued the $5 Liberty Issue[image: External link] postage stamp honoring Hamilton.[174]
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 The Grange




The Grange[image: External link] is the only home Alexander Hamilton ever owned. It is a Federal style[image: External link] mansion designed by John McComb Jr.[image: External link]. It was built on Hamilton's 32-acre country estate in Hamilton Heights[image: External link] in upper Manhattan, and was completed in 1802. Hamilton named the house "The Grange" after the estate of his grandfather Alexander in Ayrshire[image: External link], Scotland. The house remained in the family until 1833, when his widow Eliza sold it to Thomas E. Davis, a British-born real estate developer, for $25,000.[175] Part of the proceeds were used by Eliza to purchase a new townhouse from Davis in Greenwich Village[image: External link] (now known as the Hamilton-Holly House[image: External link], where Eliza lived until 1843 with her grown children Alexander and Eliza, and their spouses).[175]

The Grange was first moved from its original location in 1889, and was moved again in 2008 to a spot in St. Nicholas Park[image: External link] in Hamilton Heights, on land that was once part of the Hamilton estate. The historic structure, now designated as the Hamilton Grange National Memorial[image: External link], was restored to its original 1802 appearance in 2011,[176] and is maintained by the National Park Service.[177][178][179]
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 Colleges and universities




Columbia University[image: External link], Hamilton's alma mater, has official memorials to Hamilton on its campus in New York City. The college's main classroom building for the humanities is Hamilton Hall[image: External link], and a large statue of Hamilton stands in front of it.[180][181] The university press[image: External link] has published his complete works in a multivolume letterpress[image: External link] edition.[182] Columbia University's student group for ROTC cadets and Marine officer candidates is named the Alexander Hamilton Society.[183]

Hamilton served as one of the first trustees of the Hamilton-Oneida Academy[image: External link] in Clinton, New York, which was renamed Hamilton College[image: External link] in 1812, after receiving a college charter.[184]

The main administration building of the United States Coast Guard Academy[image: External link] in New London, Connecticut[image: External link], is named Hamilton Hall to commemorate Hamilton's creation of the United States Revenue Cutter Service[image: External link], one of the predecessor services of the United States Coast Guard.[185]
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 Buildings and public art




At Hamilton's birthplace in Charlestown[image: External link], Nevis[image: External link], the Alexander Hamilton Museum[image: External link] is located in Hamilton House, a Georgian[image: External link]-style building rebuilt on the foundations of the house where Hamilton is believed to have been born and to have lived during his childhood.[186] The second floor of Hamilton House hosts the offices and meeting place of the island's legislature, the Nevis Island Assembly[image: External link].

In 1880, Hamilton's son John Church Hamilton[image: External link] commissioned Carl Conrads[image: External link] to sculpt a granite statue[image: External link], now located in Central Park[image: External link], New York City.[187][188]

A bronze statue of Hamilton by Franklin Simmons[image: External link], dated 1905–06, overlooks the Great Falls[image: External link] of the Passaic River at Paterson Great Falls National Historical Park[image: External link] in New Jersey.

In 1990, the U.S. Custom House[image: External link] in New York City was renamed after Hamilton.[189]

The U.S. Army's Fort Hamilton[image: External link] in Brooklyn is named after Hamilton.

In Washington, D.C., the south terrace of the Treasury Building features a statue of Hamilton[image: External link] by James Earle Fraser[image: External link], which was dedicated on May 17, 1923.[190]

In Chicago, a thirteen-foot tall statue of Hamilton by sculptor John Angel[image: External link] was cast in 1939.[191] It was not installed at Lincoln Park[image: External link] until 1952, due to problems with a controversial 78-foot tall columned shelter[image: External link] designed for it and later demolished in 1993.[191][192] The statue has remained on public display, and was restored and regilded[image: External link] in 2016.[191]

A bronze sculpture of Hamilton titled The American Cape, by Kristen Visbal[image: External link], was unveiled at Journal Square in downtown Hamilton, Ohio[image: External link], in October 2004.[193]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Geographic sites




Numerous American towns and cities, including Hamilton, Kansas[image: External link], Hamilton, Missouri[image: External link], Hamilton, Massachusetts[image: External link], and Hamilton, Ohio[image: External link], were named in honor of Alexander Hamilton. In eight states, counties have been named for Hamilton:[194]



	Hamilton County, Florida[image: External link]

	Hamilton County, Illinois[image: External link]

	Hamilton County, Indiana[image: External link]

	Hamilton County, Kansas[image: External link]

	Hamilton County, Nebraska[image: External link]

	Hamilton County, New York[image: External link]

	Hamilton County, Ohio[image: External link]

	Hamilton County, Tennessee[image: External link]
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 On slavery




Main article: Alexander Hamilton and slavery[image: External link]


See also: New York Manumission Society[image: External link]


Hamilton is not known to have ever owned slaves, although members of his family were slave owners. At the time of her death, Hamilton's mother owned two slaves named Christian and Ajax, and she had written a will leaving them to her sons; however, due to their illegitimacy, Hamilton and his brother were held ineligible to inherit her property, and never took ownership of the slaves.[195]:17 Later, as a youth in St. Croix, Hamilton worked for a company trading in commodities that included slaves.[195]:17 During his career, Hamilton did occasionally purchase or sell slaves for others as their legal representative, and one of Hamilton's grandsons interpreted some of these journal entries as being purchases for himself.[196][197]

By the time of Hamilton's early participation in the American Revolution, his abolitionist sensibilities had become evident. Hamilton was active during the Revolution in trying to raise black troops for the army, with the promise of freedom. In the 1780s and 1790s he generally opposed pro-slavery southern interests, which he saw as hypocritical to the values of the American Revolution. In 1785 he joined his close associate John Jay[image: External link] in founding the New-York Society for Promoting the Manumission of Slaves, and Protecting Such of Them as Have Been, or May be Liberated[image: External link], the main anti-slavery organization in New York. The society successfully promoted the abolition of the international slave trade in New York City and (shortly after his death) passed a state law to end slavery in New York through a decades-long process of emancipation, with a final end to slavery in the state on July 4, 1827.[195]

At a time when most white leaders doubted the capacity of blacks, Hamilton believed slavery was morally wrong and wrote that "their natural faculties are as good as ours."[198] Unlike contemporaries such as Jefferson, who considered the removal of freed slaves (to a western territory, the West Indies, or Africa) to be essential to any plan for emancipation, Hamilton pressed for emancipation with no such provisions.[195]:22 Hamilton and other Federalists supported Toussaint Louverture[image: External link]'s revolution against France in Haiti, which had originated as a slave revolt.[195]:23 Hamilton's suggestions helped shape the Haitian constitution, and when Haiti became the Western Hemisphere's first independent black nation in 1804, Hamilton urged closer economic and diplomatic ties.[195]:23
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 On economics




Hamilton has been portrayed as the "patron saint" of the American School[image: External link] of economic philosophy that, according to one historian, dominated economic policy after 1861.[199]  He firmly supported government intervention in favor of business, after the manner of Jean-Baptiste Colbert[image: External link], as early as the fall of 1781.[1]:170[200][201]  Hamilton opposed the British ideas of free trade[image: External link], which he believed skewed benefits to colonial and imperial powers, in favor of protectionism[image: External link], which he believed would help develop the fledgling nation's emerging economy.  Henry C. Carey[image: External link] was inspired by his writings.  Hamilton influenced the ideas and work of the German Friedrich List[image: External link].[202]  In Hamilton's view, a strong executive, linked to the support of the people, could become the linchpin of an administrative republic.[203]  The dominance of executive leadership in the formulation and carrying out of policy was essential to resist the deterioration of republican government.[204]  Ian Patrick Austin has explored the similarities between Hamiltonian recommendations and the development of Meiji Japan[image: External link] after 1860.[205]
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 In popular culture




Apart from the $10 bill, a 1917 play[image: External link], and a 1931 film[image: External link], Hamilton did not attract much attention in American popular culture[206] until the advent of the 2015 hit Broadway[image: External link] musical Hamilton[image: External link]. The musical, which features music, lyrics, and a book by Lin-Manuel Miranda[image: External link], is based on a biography by Ron Chernow[image: External link]. The New Yorker[image: External link] called the show "an achievement of historical and cultural reimagining. In Miranda's telling, the headlong rise of one self-made immigrant becomes the story of America."[207]  The Off-Broadway[image: External link] production of Hamilton won the 2015 Drama Desk Award for Outstanding Musical[image: External link] as well as seven other Drama Desk Awards[image: External link].  In 2016, Hamilton received the Pulitzer Prize for Drama[image: External link] and a record 16 Tony Awards[image: External link] nominations,[208] winning 11 of them including Best Musical[image: External link].[209]

Hamilton has also appeared as a significant figure in popular works focusing on other American political figures of his time. He is a major character in Gore Vidal[image: External link]'s 1973 historical novel Burr[image: External link][210][211] and in episodes of the 1976 PBS miniseries[image: External link] The Adams Chronicles[image: External link],[212] and a major villain in L. Neil Smith[image: External link]'s libertarian[image: External link] alternative history[image: External link] series North American Confederacy[image: External link]. Hamilton was played by Rufus Sewell[image: External link] in two episodes of a TV portrayal of John Adams' life, the 2008 seven part HBO[image: External link] miniseries John Adams[image: External link], with Paul Giamatti[image: External link] in the title role.[213]
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 See also





	Compromise of 1790

	History of central banking in the United States[image: External link]

	Infant industry argument[image: External link]

	Necessary and Proper Clause[image: External link]

	Panic of 1792[image: External link]

	Burr-Hamilton Duel[image: External link]
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^ Hamilton's spelling "Lavien" may be a Sephardic[image: External link] version of "Levine". The couple may have lived apart from one another under an order of legal separation, with Faucette as the guilty party, meaning that her remarriage was not permitted on St. Croix.


	
^ Thomas Jefferson wrote years afterward that Hamilton had a discussion with him around this time period about the capital of the United States being relocated to Virginia by mean of a 'pill' that "would be peculiarly bitter to the Southern States, and that some concomitant measure should be adopted to sweeten it a little to them".
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^ Quote: I see by a paper of last evening that even in New York a meeting of the people has taken place, at the instance of the Republican party, and that a committee is appointed for the like purpose. See also Smith, (2004) p.832.


	
^ The May 1800 election chose the New York legislature, which would in turn choose electors; Burr had won this by making it a referendum on the presidency, and by persuading better-qualified candidates to run, who declared their candidacy only after the Federalists had announced their ticket. Hamilton asked Jay and the lame-duck legislature to pass a law declaring a special federal election, in which each district would choose an elector. He also supplied a map, with as many Federalist districts as possible.


	
^ Hamilton had given his son Philip the same advice in his duel with George I. Eacker in 1801 that resulted in Philip's death. The maneuver of throwing shots on the field of honor was referred to as delope by the French. (Chernow, p. 653)


	
^ Adair and Harvey, "Christian Statesman?"; Quotes on the Christian Constitutional Society are from Hamilton's letter to James A. Bayard of April 1802, quoted by Adair and Harvey. McDonald, says p. 356, that Hamilton's faith "had not entirely departed" him before the crisis of 1801.
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Thomas Jefferson






This article is about the third President of the United States. For other uses, see Thomas Jefferson (disambiguation)[image: External link].



	Thomas Jefferson



	



	3rd President of the United States




	
In office

March 4, 1801 – March 4, 1809



	Vice President
	
Aaron Burr[image: External link] (1801–1805)

George Clinton[image: External link] (1805–1809)




	Preceded by
	John Adams



	Succeeded by
	James Madison



	2nd Vice President of the United States




	
In office

March 4, 1797 – March 4, 1801



	President
	John Adams



	Preceded by
	John Adams



	Succeeded by
	Aaron Burr[image: External link]



	1st United States Secretary of State[image: External link]



	
In office

March 22, 1790 – December 31, 1793



	President
	George Washington



	Preceded by
	
John Jay[image: External link] (Foreign Affairs[image: External link])




	Succeeded by
	Edmund Randolph[image: External link]



	United States Minister to France[image: External link]



	
In office

May 17, 1785 – September 26, 1789



	Appointed by
	Congress of the Confederation



	Preceded by
	Benjamin Franklin[image: External link]



	Succeeded by
	William Short[image: External link]



	
Virginia[image: External link] delegate to the Congress of the Confederation




	
In office

November 3, 1783 – May 7, 1784



	Preceded by
	James Madison



	Succeeded by
	Richard H. Lee[image: External link]



	2nd Governor of Virginia[image: External link]



	
In office

June 1, 1779 – June 3, 1781



	Preceded by
	Patrick Henry[image: External link]



	Succeeded by
	William Fleming[image: External link]



	
Virginia[image: External link] delegate to the Second Continental Congress




	
In office

June 20, 1775 – September 26, 1776



	Preceded by
	George Washington



	Succeeded by
	John Harvie[image: External link]



	Personal details



	Born
	April 13, 1743

Shadwell[image: External link], Colony of Virginia[image: External link], British America[image: External link]




	Died
	July 4, 1826 (aged 83)

Charlottesville, Virginia[image: External link], U.S.



	Political party
	Democratic-Republican[image: External link]



	Spouse(s)
	Martha Wayles[image: External link] (m. 1772; d. 1782)



	Children
	6, including Martha[image: External link] and Mary[image: External link]




	Alma mater[image: External link]
	College of William and Mary[image: External link]



	Signature




Thomas Jefferson (April 13 [ O.S.[image: External link] April 2] 1743 – July 4, 1826) was an American Founding Father who was the principal author of the Declaration of Independence and later served as the third President of the United States[image: External link] from 1801 to 1809. Previously, he was elected[image: External link] the second Vice President of the United States[image: External link], serving under John Adams from 1797 to 1801. A proponent of democracy, republicanism[image: External link], and individual rights motivating American colonists to break from Great Britain and form a new nation, he produced formative documents and decisions at both the state and national level. He was a land owner and farmer.

Jefferson was primarily of English ancestry, born and educated in colonial Virginia[image: External link]. He graduated from the College of William & Mary[image: External link] and briefly practiced law, at times defending slaves seeking their freedom. During the American Revolution, he represented Virginia in the Continental Congress that adopted the Declaration, drafted the law for religious freedom as a Virginia legislator, and he served as a wartime governor (1779–1781). He became the United States Minister to France in May 1785, and subsequently the nation's first Secretary of State in 1790–1793 under President George Washington. Jefferson and James Madison organized the Democratic-Republican Party[image: External link] to oppose the Federalist Party during the formation of the First Party System[image: External link]. With Madison, he anonymously wrote the controversial Kentucky and Virginia Resolutions[image: External link] in 1798–1799, which sought to embolden states' rights[image: External link] in opposition to the national government by nullifying the Alien and Sedition Acts[image: External link].

As President, Jefferson pursued the nation's shipping and trade interests against Barbary pirates[image: External link] and aggressive British trade policies. He also organized the Louisiana Purchase[image: External link], almost doubling the country's territory. As a result of peace negotiations with France, his administration reduced military forces. He was reelected in 1804[image: External link]. Jefferson's second term was beset with difficulties at home, including the trial of former Vice President Aaron Burr[image: External link]. American foreign trade was diminished when Jefferson implemented the Embargo Act of 1807[image: External link], responding to British threats to U.S. shipping. In 1803, Jefferson began a controversial process of Indian tribe removal to the newly organized Louisiana Territory[image: External link], and he signed the Act Prohibiting Importation of Slaves[image: External link] in 1807.

Jefferson mastered many disciplines, which ranged from surveying and mathematics to horticulture and mechanics. He was a proven architect in the classical tradition[image: External link]. Jefferson's keen interest in religion and philosophy earned him the presidency of the American Philosophical Society. He shunned organized religion, but was influenced by both Christianity and deism. He was well versed in linguistics and spoke several languages. He founded the University of Virginia[image: External link] after retiring from public office. He was a prolific letter writer and corresponded with many prominent and important people throughout his adult life. His only full-length book is Notes on the State of Virginia[image: External link] (1785), considered the most important American book published before 1800.

Jefferson owned several plantations which were worked by hundreds of slaves. Most historians now believe that, after the death of his wife in 1782, he had a relationship with his slave Sally Hemings[image: External link] and fathered at least one of her children. Historians have lauded Jefferson's public life, noting his primary authorship of the Declaration of Independence during the Revolutionary War, his advocacy of religious freedom and tolerance in Virginia, and the Louisiana Purchase[image: External link] while he was president. Various modern scholars are more critical of Jefferson's private life, pointing out the discrepancy between his ownership of slaves and his liberal political principles, for example. Presidential scholars, however, consistently rank Jefferson[image: External link] among the greatest presidents.
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 Early life and career




Main article: Early life and career of Thomas Jefferson[image: External link]


Thomas Jefferson was born on April 13, 1743 (April 2, 1743 Old Style[image: External link], Julian calendar[image: External link]), at the family home in Shadwell[image: External link] in the Colony of Virginia[image: External link], the third of ten children.[1] He was of English and possibly Welsh descent and was born a British subject.[2] His father Peter Jefferson[image: External link] was a planter and surveyor who died when Jefferson was fourteen; his mother was Jane Randolph[image: External link].[a] Peter Jefferson moved his family to Tuckahoe Plantation[image: External link] in 1745 upon the death of a friend who had named him guardian of his children. The Jeffersons returned to Shadwell in 1752, where Peter died in 1757; his estate was divided between his sons Thomas and Randolph[image: External link].[4] Thomas inherited approximately 5,000 acres (2,000 ha; 7.8 sq mi) of land, including Monticello[image: External link]. He assumed full authority over his property at age 21.[5]
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 Education




Jefferson began his childhood education beside the Randolph[image: External link] children with tutors at Tuckahoe[image: External link].[6] In 1752, he began attending a local school run by a Scottish Presbyterian minister. At age nine, he started studying the natural world as well as three languages: Latin, Greek, and French. By this time he also learned to ride horses. He was taught from 1758 to 1760 by Reverend James Maury[image: External link] near Gordonsville, Virginia[image: External link], where he studied history, science, and the classics while boarding with Maury's family.[7]

Jefferson entered the College of William & Mary[image: External link] in Williamsburg, Virginia[image: External link], at age 16 and studied mathematics, metaphysics, and philosophy under Professor William Small[image: External link]. Small introduced him to the British Empiricists[image: External link] including John Locke[image: External link], Francis Bacon[image: External link], and Isaac Newton[image: External link]. Jefferson improved his French and Greek and his skill at the violin. He graduated two years after starting in 1762. He read the law[image: External link] under Professor George Wythe[image: External link]'s tutelage to obtain his law license, while working as a law clerk[image: External link] in Wythe's office.[8] He also read a wide variety of English classics and political works.[9]

Jefferson treasured his books. In 1770, his Shadwell home was destroyed by fire, including a library of 200 volumes inherited from his father.[10] Nevertheless, he had replenished his library with 1,250 titles by 1773, and his collection grew to almost 6,500 volumes in 1814.[11] The British burned the Library of Congress that year, and he sold more than 6,000 books to the Library for $23,950. He had intended to pay off some of his large debt, but he resumed collecting for his personal library, writing to John Adams, "I cannot live without books".[12]
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 Lawyer and House of Burgesses




Jefferson was admitted to the Virginia bar in 1767 and then lived with his mother at Shadwell.[13] In addition to practicing law, Jefferson represented Albemarle County[image: External link] as a delegate in the Virginia House of Burgesses[image: External link] from 1769 until 1775.[14] He pursued reforms to slavery. He introduced legislation in 1769 allowing masters to take control over the emancipation of slaves, taking discretion away from the royal Governor and General Court. He persuaded his cousin Richard Bland[image: External link] to spearhead the legislation's passage, but reaction was strongly negative.[15]

Jefferson took seven cases for freedom-seeking slaves[16] and waived his fee for one client, who claimed that he should be freed before the statutory age of thirty-one required for emancipation in cases with inter-racial grandparents.[17] He invoked Natural Law[image: External link] to argue, "everyone comes into the world with a right to his own person and using it at his own will ... This is what is called personal liberty, and is given him by the author of nature, because it is necessary for his own sustenance." The judge cut him off and ruled against his client. As a consolation, Jefferson gave his client some money, conceivably used to aid his escape shortly thereafter.[17] He later incorporated this sentiment into the Declaration of Independence.[18] He also took on 68 cases for the General Court of Virginia in 1767, in addition to three notable cases: Howell v. Netherland (1770), Bolling v. Bolling (1771), and Blair v. Blair (1772).[19]

The British Parliament passed the Intolerable Acts[image: External link] in 1774, and Jefferson wrote a resolution calling for a "Day of Fasting and Prayer" in protest, as well as a boycott of all British goods. His resolution was later expanded into A Summary View of the Rights of British America[image: External link], in which he argued that people have the right to govern themselves[image: External link].[20]
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 Monticello, marriage and family




In 1768, Jefferson began constructing his primary residence Monticello (Italian for "Little Mountain") on a hilltop overlooking his 5,000-acre plantation.[b] Construction was done mostly by local masons and carpenters, assisted by Jefferson's slaves.[22]

He moved into the South Pavilion in 1770. Turning Monticello into a neoclassical masterpiece in the Palladian[image: External link] style was his perennial project.[23]

On January 1, 1772, Jefferson married his third cousin Martha Wayles Skelton, the 23-year-old widow of Bathurst Skelton, and she moved into the South Pavilion.[24][25] She was a frequent hostess for Jefferson and managed the large household. Biographer Dumas Malone[image: External link] described the marriage as the happiest period of Jefferson's life.[26] Martha read widely, did fine needlework, and was a skilled pianist; Jefferson often accompanied her on the violin or cello.[27] During their ten years of marriage, Martha bore six children: Martha[image: External link] "Patsy" (1772–1836); Jane (1774–1775); a son who lived for only a few weeks in 1777; Mary Wayles[image: External link] "Polly" (1778–1804); Lucy Elizabeth (1780–1781); and another Lucy Elizabeth (1782–1785). Only Martha and Mary survived more than a few years.[28]

Martha's father John Wayles died in 1773, and the couple inherited 135 slaves, 11,000 acres (4,500 ha; 17 sq mi), and the estate's debts. The debts took Jefferson years to satisfy, contributing to his financial problems.[24]

Martha later suffered from ill health, including diabetes, and frequent childbirth further weakened her. Her mother had died young, and Martha lived with two stepmothers as a girl. A few months after the birth of her last child, she died on September 6, 1782, at the age of 33 with Jefferson at her bedside. Shortly before her death, Martha made Jefferson promise never to marry again, telling him that she could not bear to have another mother raise her children.[29] Jefferson was grief-stricken by her death, relentlessly pacing back and forth, nearly to the point of exhaustion. He emerged after three weeks, taking long rambling rides on secluded roads with his daughter Martha, by her description "a solitary witness to many a violent burst of grief".[28][30]

After working as Secretary of State (1790–93), he returned to Monticello and initiated a remodeling based on the architectural concepts which he had acquired in Europe. The work continued throughout most of his presidency, being finished in 1809.[31][32]
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 Political career 1775–1800
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 Declaration of Independence




Main article: United States Declaration of Independence


Jefferson was the primary author of the Declaration of Independence. At age 33, he was one of the youngest delegates to the Second Continental Congress beginning in 1775 at the outbreak of the American Revolutionary War, where a formal declaration of independence from Britain was overwhelmingly favored.[33] Jefferson chose his words for the Declaration in June 1775, shortly after the war had begun, where the idea of Independence from Britain had long since become popular among the colonies. He was inspired by the Enlightenment ideals of the sanctity of the individual, as well as by the writings of Locke and Montesquieu.[34]

He sought out John Adams, an emerging leader of the Congress.[35] They became close friends and Adams supported Jefferson's appointment to the Committee of Five[image: External link] formed to draft a declaration of independence in furtherance of the Lee Resolution[image: External link] passed by the Congress, which declared the United Colonies independent. The committee initially thought that Adams should write the document, but Adams persuaded the committee to choose Jefferson.[c]

Jefferson consulted with other committee members over the next seventeen days, and drew on his own proposed draft of the Virginia Constitution[image: External link], George Mason[image: External link]'s draft of the Virginia Declaration of Rights[image: External link], and other sources.[37] The other committee members made some changes, and a final draft was presented to the Congress on June 28, 1776.[38]

The declaration was introduced on Friday, June 28, and congress began debate over its contents on Monday, July 1,[38] resulting in the omission of a fourth of the text, including a passage critical of King George III and the slave trade.[39] Jefferson resented the changes, but he did not speak publicly about the revisions.[d] On July 4, 1776, the Congress ratified[image: External link] the Declaration, and delegates signed it on August 2; in doing so, they were committing an act of treason against the Crown.[41] Jefferson's preamble is regarded as an enduring statement of human rights, and the phrase "all men are created equal[image: External link]" has been called "one of the best-known sentences in the English language" containing "the most potent and consequential words in American history".[39][42]
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 Virginia state legislator and governor




At the start of the Revolution, Jefferson was a Colonel[image: External link] and was named commander of the Albemarle County[image: External link] Militia on September 26, 1775.[43] He was then elected to the Virginia House of Delegates[image: External link] for Albemarle County in September 1776, when finalizing a state constitution was a priority.[44][45] For nearly three years, he assisted with the constitution and was especially proud of his Bill for Establishing Religious Freedom, which forbade state support of religious institutions or enforcement of religious doctrine.[46] The bill failed to pass, as did his legislation to disestablish the Anglican church, but both were later revived by James Madison.[47]

In 1778, Jefferson was given the task of revising the state's laws. He drafted 126 bills in three years, including laws to streamline the judicial system. Jefferson's proposed statutes provided for general education, which he considered the basis of "republican government".[44] He had become alarmed that Virginia's powerful landed gentry were becoming a hereditary aristocracy. He took the lead in abolishing what he called "feudal and unnatural distinctions." He targeted laws such as entail[image: External link] and primogeniture[image: External link] by which the oldest son inherited all the land. The entail[image: External link] laws made it perpetual: the one who inherited the land could not sell it, but had to bequeath it to his oldest son. As a result, increasingly large plantations, worked by white tenant farmers and by black slaves, gained in size and wealth and political power in the eastern ("Tidewater") tobacco areas.[48] During the Revolutionary era, all such laws were repealed by the states that had them.[49]

Jefferson was elected governor[image: External link] for one-year terms in 1779 and 1780.[50] He transferred the state capital from Williamsburg to Richmond[image: External link], and introduced measures for public education, religious freedom, and revision of inheritance laws.[51]

During General Benedict Arnold[image: External link]'s 1781 invasion of Virginia, Jefferson escaped Richmond just ahead of the British forces, and the city was burned to the ground.[52][53] General Charles Cornwallis[image: External link] that spring dispatched a cavalry force led by Banastre Tarleton[image: External link] to capture Jefferson and members of the Assembly at Monticello, but Jack Jouett[image: External link] of the Virginia militia[image: External link] thwarted the British plan. Jefferson escaped to Poplar Forest[image: External link], his plantation to the west.[54] When the General Assembly reconvened in June 1781, it conducted an inquiry into Jefferson's actions which eventually concluded that Jefferson had acted with honor—but he was not re-elected.[55]

In April of the same year, his daughter Lucy died at age one. A second daughter of that name was born the following year, but she died at age three.[56]
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 Notes on the State of Virginia




Main article: Notes on the State of Virginia[image: External link]


Jefferson received a letter of inquiry in 1780 about the geography, history, and government of Virginia from French diplomat François Barbé-Marbois[image: External link], who was gathering data on the United States. Jefferson included his written responses in a book, Notes on the State of Virginia (1785).[57] He compiled the book over five years, including reviews of scientific knowledge, Virginia's history, politics, laws, culture, and geography.[58] The book explores what constitutes a good society, using Virginia as an exemplar. Jefferson included extensive data about the state's natural resources and economy, and wrote at length about slavery, miscegenation[image: External link], and his belief that blacks and whites could not live together as free people in one society because of justified resentments of the enslaved.[59] He also wrote of his views on the American Indian and considered them as equals in body and mind to European settlers.[60][61]

Notes was first published in 1785 in French and appeared in English in 1787.[62] Biographer George Tucker[image: External link] considered the work "surprising in the extent of the information which a single individual had been thus able to acquire, as to the physical features of the state",[63] and Merrill D. Peterson[image: External link] described it as an accomplishment for which all Americans should be grateful.[64]
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 Member of Congress




The United States formed a Congress of the Confederation following victory in the Revolutionary War and a peace treaty[image: External link] with Great Britain in 1783, to which Jefferson was appointed as a Virginia delegate. He was a member of the committee setting foreign exchange rates and recommended[image: External link] an American currency based on the decimal system which was adopted.[65] He advised formation of the Committee of the States[image: External link] to fill the power vacuum when Congress was in recess.[66] The Committee met when Congress adjourned, but disagreements rendered it dysfunctional.[67]

In the Congress's 1783–84 session, Jefferson acted as chairman of committees to establish a viable system of government for the new Republic and to propose a policy for the settlement of the western territories. Jefferson was the principal author of the Land Ordinance of 1784[image: External link], whereby Virginia ceded to the national government the vast area that it claimed northwest of the Ohio River. He insisted that this territory should not be used as colonial territory by any of the thirteen states, but that it should be divided into sections which could become states. He plotted borders for nine new states in their initial stages and wrote an ordinance banning slavery in all the nation's territories. Congress made extensive revisions, including rejection of the ban on slavery.[68][69] The provisions banning slavery were known later as the "Jefferson Proviso;" they were modified and implemented three years later in the Northwest Ordinance[image: External link] of 1787 and became the law for the entire Northwest.[68]
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 Minister to France




Jefferson was sent by the Congress of the Confederation[e] to join Benjamin Franklin and John Adams as ministers in Europe for negotiation of trade agreements with England, Spain, and France. Some believed that the recently widowed Jefferson was depressed and that the assignment would distract him from his wife's death.[70] With his young daughter Patsy and two servants, he departed in July 1784, arriving in Paris the next month.[71][72] French foreign minister Count de Vergennes[image: External link] commented, "You replace Monsieur Franklin, I hear." Jefferson replied, "I succeed. No man can replace him."[73] Franklin resigned as minister in March 1785 and departed in July.[74]

Jefferson had Patsy educated at the Pentemont Abbey[image: External link]. In 1786, he met and fell in love with Maria Cosway[image: External link], an accomplished—and married—Italian-English musician of 27. They saw each other frequently over a period of six weeks. She returned to Great Britain, but they maintained a lifelong correspondence.[75]

Jefferson sent for his youngest surviving child, nine-year-old Polly, in June 1787. He also brought some of his slaves with him to Paris, including James Hemings[image: External link], whom he had trained in French cuisine, and James's younger sister Sally Hemings[image: External link].[76] According to Sally's son, Madison Hemings[image: External link], the 16-year-old Sally and Jefferson began a sexual relationship in Paris, where she became pregnant.[77] According to this story, Hemings agreed to return to the United States only after Jefferson promised to free her children when they came of age.[77]

While in France, he became a regular companion of the Marquis de Lafayette[image: External link], a French hero of the American Revolutionary War[image: External link], and Jefferson used his influence to procure trade agreements with France.[78][79] As the French Revolution[image: External link] began, Jefferson allowed his Paris residence, the Hôtel de Langeac[image: External link], to be used for meetings by Lafayette and other republicans. He was in Paris during the storming of the Bastille[80] and consulted with Lafayette while the latter drafted the Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen[image: External link].[81] Jefferson often found his mail opened by postmasters, so he invented his own enciphering device, the "Wheel Cipher[image: External link]"; he wrote important communications in code for the rest of his career.[82][f] Jefferson left Paris in September 1789, intending to return soon; however, President George Washington appointed him the country's first Secretary of State, forcing him to remain.[83] Jefferson remained a firm supporter of the French Revolution, while opposing its more violent elements.[84]
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 Secretary of State




See also: First Party System[image: External link]


Soon after returning from France, Jefferson accepted Washington's invitation to serve as Secretary of State.[85] Jefferson had initially expected to return to France, but Washington insisted that he be on his new Cabinet.[86] Pressing issues at this time were the national debt and the permanent location of the capital. Jefferson opposed a national debt, preferring that each state retire its own, in contrast to Secretary of the Treasury[image: External link] Alexander Hamilton, who desired consolidation of various states' debts by the federal government.[87] Hamilton also had bold plans to establish the national credit and a national bank, but Jefferson strenuously opposed this and attempted to undermine his agenda, which nearly led Washington to dismiss him from his cabinet. Jefferson later left the cabinet voluntarily; Washington never forgave him, and never spoke to him again.[88]

The second major issue was the capital's permanent location. Hamilton favored a capital close to the major commercial centers of the Northeast, while Washington, Jefferson, and other agrarians wanted it located to the south.[89] After lengthy deadlock, the Compromise of 1790 was struck, permanently locating the capital on the Potomac River, and the federal government assumed the war debts of all thirteen states.[89]

In the Spring of 1791, Jefferson and Congressman James Madison took a vacation to Vermont[image: External link]. Jefferson had been suffering from migraines and he was tired of Hamilton in-fighting.[86] In May 1792, Jefferson was alarmed at the political rivalries taking shape; he wrote to Washington, urging him to run for re-election that year as a unifying influence.[90] He urged the president to rally the citizenry to a party that would defend democracy against the corrupting influence of banks and monied interests, as espoused by the Federalists. Historians recognize this letter as the earliest delineation of Democratic-Republican Party[image: External link] principles.[91] Jefferson, Madison, and other Democratic-Republican organizers favored states' rights[image: External link] and local control and opposed federal concentration of power, whereas Hamilton sought more power for the federal government.[92]

Jefferson supported France against Britain when the two nations fought in 1793, though his arguments in the Cabinet were undercut by French Revolutionary envoy Edmond-Charles Genêt[image: External link]'s open scorn for President Washington.[93] In his discussions with British Minister George Hammond[image: External link], Jefferson tried unsuccessfully to persuade the British to acknowledge their violation of the Treaty of Paris, to vacate their posts in the Northwest, and to compensate the U.S. for slaves whom the British had freed at the end of the war. Seeking a return to private life, Jefferson resigned the cabinet position in December 1793, perhaps to bolster his political influence from outside the administration.[94]

After the Washington administration negotiated the Jay Treaty with Great Britain (1794), Jefferson saw a cause around which to rally his party and organized a national opposition from Monticello.[95] The treaty, designed by Hamilton, aimed to reduce tensions and increase trade. Jefferson warned that it would increase British influence and subvert republicanism, calling it "the boldest act [Hamilton and Jay] ever ventured on to undermine the government".[96] The Treaty passed, but it expired in 1805 during Jefferson's administration and was not renewed. Jefferson continued his pro-French stance; during the violence of the Reign of Terror[image: External link], he declined to disavow the revolution: "To back away from France would be to undermine the cause of republicanism in America."[97]
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 Election of 1796 and Vice Presidency




Further information: United States presidential election, 1796[image: External link] and Democratic-Republican Party[image: External link]


In the presidential campaign of 1796, Jefferson lost the electoral college vote to Federalist John Adams by 71–68 and was elected vice president because of a mistake in voting for Adams' running mate. As presiding officer of the Senate, he assumed a more passive role than his predecessor John Adams. He allowed the Senate to freely conduct debates and confined his participation to procedural issues, which he called an "honorable and easy" role.[98] Jefferson had previously studied parliamentary law and procedure for forty years, making him unusually well qualified to serve as presiding officer. In 1800, he published his assembled notes on Senate procedure as A Manual of Parliamentary Practice[image: External link].[99]

Jefferson held four confidential talks with French consul Joseph Létombe in the spring of 1797 where he attacked Adams, predicting that his rival would serve only one term. He also encouraged France to invade England, and advised Létombe to stall any American envoys sent to Paris by instructing him to "listen to them and then drag out the negotiations at length and mollify them by the urbanity of the proceedings."[100] This toughened the tone that the French government adopted toward the Adams administration. After Adams' initial peace envoys were rebuffed, Jefferson and his supporters lobbied for the release of papers related to the incident, called the XYZ Affair[image: External link] after the letters used to disguise the identities of the French officials involved.[101] However, the tactic backfired when it was revealed that French officials had demanded bribes, rallying public support against France. The U.S. began an undeclared naval war with France known as the Quasi-War[image: External link].[102]

During the Adams presidency, the Federalists rebuilt the military, levied new taxes, and enacted the Alien and Sedition Acts[image: External link]. Jefferson believed that these laws were intended to suppress Democratic-Republicans, rather than prosecute enemy aliens, and considered them unconstitutional.[103] To rally opposition, he and James Madison anonymously wrote the Kentucky and Virginia Resolutions[image: External link], declaring that the federal government had no right to exercise powers not specifically delegated to it by the states.[104] The resolutions followed the " interposition[image: External link]" approach of Madison, in which states may shield their citizens from federal laws that they deem unconstitutional. Jefferson advocated nullification[image: External link], allowing states to invalidate federal laws altogether.[105][g] Jefferson warned that, "unless arrested at the threshold", the Alien and Sedition Acts would "necessarily drive these states into revolution and blood".[107]

Historian Ron Chernow[image: External link] claims that "the theoretical damage of the Kentucky and Virginia Resolutions was deep and lasting, and was a recipe for disunion", contributing to the American Civil War as well as later events.[108] Washington was so appalled by the resolutions that he told Patrick Henry that, if "systematically and pertinaciously pursued", the resolutions would "dissolve the union or produce coercion."[109]

Jefferson and Madison moved to Philadelphia and founded the National Gazette[image: External link] in 1791, along with poet and writer Phillip Freneau[image: External link], in an effort to counter Hamilton's Federalist policies, which Hamilton was promoting through the influential Federalist newspaper the Gazette of the United States[image: External link]. The National Gazette made particular criticism of the policies promoted by Alexander Hamilton, often through anonymous essays signed by the pen name Brutus at Jefferson's urging, which were actually written by Madison.[110]

Jefferson had always admired Washington's leadership skills but felt that his Federalist party was leading the country in the wrong direction. Jefferson thought it wise not to attend his funeral in 1799 because of acute differences with Washington while serving as Secretary of State, and remained at Monticello.[111]
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 Election of 1800




Main article: United States presidential election, 1800[image: External link]


In the 1800 presidential election, Jefferson contended once more against Federalist John Adams. Adams' campaign was weakened by unpopular taxes and vicious Federalist infighting over his actions in the Quasi-War.[112] Republicans pointed to the Alien and Sedition Acts and accused the Federalists of being secret monarchists, while Federalists charged that Jefferson was a godless libertine in thrall to the French.[113] Historian Joyce Appleby said the election was "one of the most acrimonious in the annals of American history".[114]

Republicans ultimately won more electoral college votes, but Jefferson and his vice presidential candidate Aaron Burr[image: External link] unexpectedly received an equal total. Due to the tie, the election was decided by the Federalist-dominated House of Representatives.[115][h] Hamilton lobbied Federalist representatives on Jefferson's behalf, believing him a lesser political evil than Burr. On February 17, 1801, after thirty-six ballots, the House elected Jefferson president and Burr vice president.[116]

The win was marked by Republican celebrations throughout the country.[117] Some of Jefferson's opponents argued that he owed his victory over Adams to the South's inflated number of electors, due to counting slaves as partial population under the Three-Fifths Compromise[image: External link]."[118] Others alleged that Jefferson secured James Asheton Bayard[image: External link]'s tie-breaking electoral vote by guaranteeing the retention of various Federalist posts in the government.[116] Jefferson disputed the allegation, and the historical record is inconclusive.[119]

The transition proceeded smoothly, marking a watershed in American history. As historian Gordon S. Wood[image: External link] writes, "it was one of the first popular elections in modern history that resulted in the peaceful transfer of power from one 'party' to another."[116]
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 Presidency (1801–1809)




Main article: Presidency of Thomas Jefferson[image: External link]




	The Jefferson Cabinet



	Office
	Name
	Term



	



	President
	Thomas Jefferson
	1801–1809



	Vice President
	Aaron Burr[image: External link]
	1801–1805



	George Clinton[image: External link]
	1805–1809



	



	Secretary of State
	James Madison
	1801–1809



	



	Secretary of Treasury[image: External link]
	Samuel Dexter[image: External link]
	1801



	Albert Gallatin[image: External link]
	1801–1809



	



	Secretary of War[image: External link]
	Henry Dearborn[image: External link]
	1801–1809



	



	Attorney General[image: External link]
	Levi Lincoln Sr.[image: External link]
	1801–1804



	John Breckinridge[image: External link]
	1805–1806



	Caesar A. Rodney[image: External link]
	1807–1809



	



	Secretary of the Navy[image: External link]
	Benjamin Stoddert[image: External link]
	1801



	Robert Smith[image: External link]
	1801–1809




Jefferson was sworn in by Chief Justice[image: External link] John Marshall[image: External link] at the new Capitol in Washington, D.C. on March 4, 1801. In contrast to his predecessors, Jefferson exhibited a dislike of formal etiquette; he arrived alone on horseback without escort, dressed plainly[120] and, after dismounting, retired his own horse to the nearby stable.[121] His inaugural address struck a note of reconciliation, declaring, "We have been called by different names brethren of the same principle. We are all Republicans, we are all Federalists."[122] Ideologically, Jefferson stressed "equal and exact justice to all men", minority rights, and freedom of speech, religion, and press.[123] He said that a free and democratic government was "the strongest government on earth."[123] He nominated moderate Republicans to his cabinet: James Madison as Secretary of State, Henry Dearborn[image: External link] as Secretary of War, Levi Lincoln[image: External link] as Attorney General, and Robert Smith[image: External link] as Secretary of the Navy.[124]

Upon assuming office, he first confronted an $83 million national debt.[125] He began dismantling Hamilton's Federalist fiscal system with help from Secretary of Treasury Albert Gallatin[image: External link].[124] Jefferson's administration eliminated the whiskey excise and other taxes after closing "unnecessary offices" and cutting "useless establishments and expenses".[126][127] They attempted to disassemble the national bank and its effect of increasing national debt, but were dissuaded by Gallatin.[128] Jefferson shrank the Navy, deeming it unnecessary in peacetime.[129] Instead, he incorporated a fleet of inexpensive gunboats used only for defense with the idea that they would not provoke foreign hostilities.[126] After two terms, he had lowered the national debt from $83 million to $57 million.[125]

Jefferson pardoned several of those imprisoned under the Alien and Sedition Acts.[130] Congressional Republicans repealed the Judiciary Act of 1801[image: External link], which removed nearly all of Adams' "midnight judges" from office. A subsequent appointment battle led to the Supreme Court's landmark decision in Marbury v. Madison[image: External link], asserting judicial review over executive branch actions.[131] Jefferson appointed three Supreme Court justices[image: External link]: William Johnson[image: External link] (1804), Henry Brockholst Livingston[image: External link] (1807), and Thomas Todd[image: External link] (1807).[132]

Jefferson strongly felt the need for a national military university, producing an officer engineering corps for a national defense based on the advancement of the sciences, rather than having to rely on foreign sources for top grade engineers with questionable loyalty.[133] He signed the Military Peace Establishment Act[image: External link] on March 16, 1802, thus founding the United States Military Academy[image: External link] at West Point. The Act documented in 29 sections a new set of laws and limits for the military. Jefferson was also hoping to bring reform to the Executive branch, replacing Federalists and active opponents throughout the officer corps to promote Republican values.[134]
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 First Barbary War




Main article: First Barbary War[image: External link]


American merchant ships had been protected from Barbary Coast[image: External link] pirates by the Royal Navy[image: External link] when the states were British colonies.[135] After independence, however, pirates often captured U.S. merchant ships, pillaged cargoes, and enslaved or held crew members for ransom. Jefferson had opposed paying tribute to the Barbary States since 1785.[136] In March 1786, he and John Adams went to London to negotiate with Tripoli's envoy, ambassador Sidi Haji Abdrahaman (or Sidi Haji Abdul Rahman Adja).[137] In 1801, he authorized a U.S. Navy fleet under Commodore Richard Dale[image: External link] to make a show of force in the Mediterranean, the first American naval squadron to cross the Atlantic.[138] Following the fleet's first engagement, he successfully asked Congress for a declaration of war.[138] The subsequent "First Barbary War" was the first foreign war fought by the U.S.[139]

Pasha of Tripoli[image: External link] Yusuf Karamanli[image: External link] captured the USS Philadelphia[image: External link], so Jefferson authorized William Eaton[image: External link], the U.S. Consul to Tunis[image: External link], to lead a force to restore the pasha's older brother to the throne.[140] The American navy forced Tunis and Algiers[image: External link] into breaking their alliance with Tripoli. Jefferson ordered five separate naval bombardments of Tripoli, leading the pasha to sign a treaty that restored peace in the Mediterranean.[141] This victory proved only temporary, but according to Wood, "many Americans celebrated it as a vindication of their policy of spreading free trade around the world and as a great victory for liberty over tyranny."[142]
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 Louisiana Purchase




Main article: Louisiana Purchase[image: External link]


Spain ceded ownership[image: External link] of the Louisiana territory in 1800 to the more predominant France. Jefferson was greatly concerned that Napoleon[image: External link]'s broad interests in the vast territory would threaten the security of the continent and Mississippi River shipping. He wrote that the cession "works most sorely on the U.S. It completely reverses all the political relations of the U.S."[143] In 1802, he instructed James Monroe[image: External link] and Robert R. Livingston[image: External link] to negotiate with Napoleon to purchase New Orleans[image: External link] and adjacent coastal areas from France.[144] In early 1803, Jefferson offered Napoleon nearly $10 million for 40,000 square miles (100,000 square kilometers) of tropical territory.[145]

Napoleon realized that French military control was impractical over such a vast remote territory, and he was in dire need of funds for his wars on the home front[image: External link]. In early April 1803, he unexpectedly made negotiators a counter-offer to sell 827,987 square miles (2,144,480 square kilometers) of French territory for $15 million, doubling the size of the United States.[145] U.S. negotiators seized this unique opportunity and accepted the offer and signed the treaty on April 30, 1803.[125] Word of the unexpected purchase didn't reach Jefferson until July 3, 1803.[125] He unknowingly acquired the most fertile tract of land of its size on Earth, making the new country self-sufficient in food and other resources. The sale also significantly curtailed British and French imperial ambitions in North America, removing obstacles to U.S. westward expansion.[146]

Most thought that this was an exceptional opportunity, despite Republican reservations about the Constitutional authority of the federal government to acquire land.[147] Jefferson initially thought that a Constitutional amendment[image: External link] was necessary to purchase and govern the new territory; but he later changed his mind, fearing that this would give cause to oppose the purchase, and he therefore urged a speedy debate and ratification.[148] On October 20, 1803, the Senate ratified the purchase treaty by a vote of 24–7.[149]

After the purchase, Jefferson preserved the region's Spanish legal code and instituted a gradual approach for integrating settlers into American democracy. He believed that a period of federal rule would be necessary while Louisianians adjusted to their new nation.[150][i] Historians have differed in their assessments regarding the constitutional implications of the sale,[152] but they typically hail the Louisiana acquisition as a major accomplishment. Frederick Jackson Turner[image: External link] called the purchase the most formative event in American history.[146]
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 Lewis and Clark expedition




Main articles: Lewis and Clark Expedition[image: External link], Red River Expedition (1806)[image: External link], and Pike expedition[image: External link]


Jefferson anticipated further westward settlements due to the Louisiana Purchase and arranged for the exploration and mapping of the uncharted territory. He sought to establish a U.S. claim ahead of competing European interests and to find the rumored Northwest Passage[image: External link].[153] Jefferson and others were influenced by exploration accounts of Le Page du Pratz[image: External link] in Louisiana (1763) and Captain James Cook[image: External link] in the Pacific (1784),[154] and they persuaded Congress in 1804 to fund an expedition to explore and map[image: External link] the newly acquired territory to the Pacific Ocean.[155]

Jefferson appointed Meriwether Lewis[image: External link] and William Clark[image: External link] to be leaders of the Corps of Discovery[image: External link] (1803–1806).[156] In the months leading up to the expedition, Jefferson tutored Lewis in the sciences of mapping, botany, natural history, mineralogy, and astronomy and navigation, giving him unlimited access to his library at Monticello, which included the largest collection of books in the world on the subject of the geography and natural history of the North American continent, along with an impressive collection of maps.[157]

The expedition lasted from May 1804 to September 1806 (see Timeline)[image: External link] and obtained a wealth of scientific and geographic knowledge, including knowledge of many Indian tribes.[158]


	Other expeditions



Main articles: Red River Expedition (1806)[image: External link] and Pike expedition[image: External link]


In addition to the Corps of Discovery, Jefferson organized three other western expeditions: the William Dunbar[image: External link] and George Hunter expedition on the Ouachita River[image: External link] (1804–1805), the Thomas Freeman and Peter Custis expedition[image: External link] (1806) on the Red River[image: External link], and the Zebulon Pike expedition[image: External link] (1806–1807) into the Rocky Mountains and the Southwest. All three produced valuable information about the American frontier.[159]
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 American Indian policies




Main article: Thomas Jefferson and Native Americans[image: External link]


Jefferson's experiences with the American Indians began during his boyhood in Virginia and extended through his political career and into his retirement. He refuted the contemporary notion that Indians were an inferior people and maintained that they were equal in body and mind to people of European descent.[160]

As governor of Virginia during the Revolutionary War, Jefferson recommended moving the Cherokee[image: External link] and Shawnee[image: External link] tribes, who had allied with the British, to west of the Mississippi River. But when he took office as President, he quickly took measures to avert another major conflict, as American and Indian societies were in collision and the British were inciting Indian tribes from Canada.[161][162] In Georgia, he stipulated that the state would release its legal claims for lands to its west in exchange for military support in expelling the Cherokee from Georgia. This facilitated his policy of western expansion, to "advance compactly as we multiply".[163]

In keeping with his Enlightenment[image: External link] thinking, President Jefferson adopted an assimilation policy towards American Indians known as his "civilization program" which included securing peaceful U.S. – Indian treaty alliances and encouraging agriculture. Jefferson advocated that Indian tribes should make federal purchases by credit holding their lands as collateral for repayment. Various tribes accepted Jefferson's policies, including the Shawnees led by Black Hoof[image: External link], the Creek, and the Cherokees. However, some Shawnees broke off from Black Hoof, led by Tecumseh[image: External link], and opposed Jefferson's assimilation policies.[164]

Historian Bernard Sheehan argues that Jefferson believed that assimilation was best for American Indians; second best was removal to the west. He felt that the worst outcome of the cultural and resources conflict between American citizens and American Indians would be their attacking the whites.[162] Jefferson told Secretary of War General Henry Dearborn[image: External link] (Indian affairs were then under the War Department), "If we are constrained to lift the hatchet against any tribe, we will never lay it down until that tribe is exterminated or driven beyond the Mississippi."[165] Miller agrees that Jefferson believed that Indians should assimilate to American customs and agriculture. Historians such as Peter S. Onuf[image: External link] and Merrill D. Peterson argue that Jefferson's actual Indian policies did little to promote assimilation and were a pretext to seize lands.[166]
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 Re-election in 1804 and second term




Further information: United States presidential election, 1804[image: External link]


Jefferson's successful first term occasioned his re-nomination for president by the Republican party, with George Clinton[image: External link] replacing Burr as his running mate.[167] The Federalist party ran Charles Cotesworth Pinckney[image: External link] of South Carolina, John Adams' vice presidential candidate in the 1800 election. The Jefferson-Clinton ticket won overwhelmingly in the electoral college vote, by 162 to 14, promoting their achievement of a strong economy, lower taxes, and the Louisiana Purchase.[167]

In March 1806, a split developed in the Republican party, led by fellow Virginian and former Republican ally John Randolph[image: External link] who viciously accused President Jefferson on the floor of the House of moving too far in the Federalist direction. In so doing, Randolph permanently set himself apart politically[image: External link] from Jefferson. Jefferson and Madison had backed resolutions to limit or ban British imports in retaliation for British actions against American shipping. Also, in 1808, Jefferson was the first president to propose a broad Federal plan to build roads and canals across several states, asking for $20 million, further alarming Randolph and believers of limited government.[168]

Jefferson's popularity further suffered in his second term due to his response to wars in Europe. Positive relations with Great Britain had diminished, due partly to the antipathy between Jefferson and British diplomat Anthony Merry[image: External link]. After Napoleon's decisive victory at the Battle of Austerlitz[image: External link] in 1805, Napoleon became more aggressive in his negotiations over trading rights, which American efforts failed to counter. Jefferson then led the enactment of the Embargo Act of 1807[image: External link], directed at both France and Great Britain. This triggered economic chaos in the U.S. and was strongly criticized at the time, resulting in Jefferson having to abandon the policy a year later.[169]

During the revolutionary era, the states abolished the international slave trade, but South Carolina reopened it. In his annual message of December 1806, Jefferson denounced the "violations of human rights" attending the international slave trade, calling on the newly elected Congress to criminalize it immediately. In 1807, Congress passed the Act Prohibiting Importation of Slaves[image: External link], which Jefferson signed.[170][171] The act established severe punishment against the international slave trade, although it did not address the issue domestically.[172]

In the wake of the Louisiana Purchase, Jefferson sought to annex Florida from Spain, as brokered by Napoleon.[173] Congress agreed to the President's request to secretly appropriate purchase money in the "$2,000,000 Bill".[173] The Congressional funding drew criticism from Randolph, who believed that the money would wind up in the coffers of Napoleon. The bill was signed into law; however, negotiations for the project failed. Jefferson lost clout among fellow Republicans, and his use of unofficial Congressional channels was sharply criticized.[173] In Haiti, Jefferson's neutrality had allowed arms to enable the slave independence movement during its Revolution[image: External link], and blocked attempts to assist Napoleon, who was defeated there in 1803.[174] But he refused official recognition of the country during his second term, in deference to southern complaints about the racial violence against slave-holders; it was eventually extended to Haiti in 1862.[175] Domestically, Jefferson's grandson James Madison Randolph became the first child born in the White House in 1806.[176]
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 Burr conspiracy and trial




Further information: Burr–Hamilton duel[image: External link] and Burr conspiracy[image: External link]


Following the 1801 electoral deadlock, Jefferson's relationship rapidly eroded with his Vice President, former New York Senator Aaron Burr[image: External link]. Jefferson suspected Burr of seeking the presidency for himself, while Burr was angered by Jefferson's refusal to appoint some of his supporters to federal office. Burr was dropped from the Republican ticket in 1804.

The same year, Burr was soundly defeated in his bid to be elected New York governor. During the campaign, Alexander Hamilton publicly made callous remarks regarding Burr's moral character.[177] Subsequently, Burr challenged Hamilton to a duel, mortally wounding and killing Hamilton on July 11, 1804. Burr was indicted for Hamilton's murder in New York and New Jersey, causing him to flee to Georgia, although he remained President of the Senate during Supreme Court Justice Samuel Chase[image: External link]'s impeachment trial.[178] Both indictments quietly died and Burr was not prosecuted.[179] Also during the election, certain New England separatists approached Burr, desiring a New England federation and intimating that he would be their leader.[180] However, nothing came of the plot, since Burr had lost the election and his reputation was ruined after killing Hamilton.[180] In August 1804, Burr contacted British Minister Anthony Merry[image: External link] offering to capture U.S. western territory in return for money and British ships.[181]

After leaving office in April 1805, Burr traveled west and conspired with Louisiana Territory governor James Wilkinson[image: External link], beginning a large-scale recruitment for a military expedition.[182] Other plotters included Ohio Senator John Smith[image: External link] and an Irishman named Harmon Blennerhassett[image: External link].[182] Burr discussed a number of plots—seizing control of Mexico or Spanish Florida, or forming a secessionist state in New Orleans or the Western U.S. Historians remain unclear as to his true goal.[183][j]

In the fall of 1806, Burr launched a military flotilla carrying about 60 men down the Ohio River. Wilkinson renounced the plot, apparently from self-interested motives; he reported Burr's expedition to Jefferson, who immediately ordered Burr's arrest.[182][185][186] On February 13, 1807, Burr was captured in Louisiana's Bayou Pierre wilderness and sent to Virginia to be tried for treason.[181]

Burr's 1807 conspiracy trial became a national issue.[187] Jefferson attempted to preemptively influence the verdict by telling Congress that Burr's guilt was "beyond question", but the case came before his longtime political foe John Marshall[image: External link], who dismissed the treason charge. Burr's legal team at one stage subpoenaed Jefferson, but Jefferson refused to testify, making the first argument for executive privilege[image: External link]. Instead, Jefferson provided relevant legal documents.[188] After a three-month trial, the jury found Burr not guilty, while Jefferson denounced his acquittal.[189][190][k][191] Jefferson subsequently removed Wilkinson as territorial governor but retained him in the U.S. military. Historian James N. Banner criticized Jefferson for continuing to trust Wilkinson, a "faithless plotter".[186]
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 Chesapeake–Leopard Affair and Embargo Act




Main article: Chesapeake–Leopard Affair[image: External link]


The British conducted raids on American shipping and kidnapped seamen in 1806–07; thousands of Americans were thus impressed[image: External link] into the British naval service. In 1806, Jefferson issued a call for a boycott of British goods; on April 18, Congress passed the Non-Importation Acts, but they were never enforced. Later that year, Jefferson asked James Monroe and William Pinkney[image: External link] to negotiate with Great Britain to end the harassment of American shipping, though Britain showed no signs of improving relations. The Monroe–Pinkney Treaty[image: External link] was finalized but lacked any provisions to end impressment, and Jefferson refused to submit it to the Senate for ratification.[192]

The British ship HMS Leopard[image: External link] fired upon the USS Chesapeake[image: External link] off the Virginia coast in June 1807, and Jefferson prepared for war.[193] He issued a proclamation banning armed British ships from U.S. waters. He presumed unilateral authority to call on the states to prepare 100,000 militia and ordered the purchase of arms, ammunition, and supplies, writing, "The laws of necessity, of self-preservation, of saving our country when in danger, are of higher obligation [than strict observance of written laws]". The USS Revenge[image: External link] was dispatched to demand an explanation from the British government; it also was fired upon. Jefferson called for a special session of Congress in October to enact an embargo or alternatively to consider war.[194]

In December, news arrived that Napoleon had extended the Berlin Decree[image: External link], globally banning British imports. In Britain, King George III[image: External link] ordered redoubling efforts at impressment, including American sailors. But the war fever of the summer faded; Congress had no appetite to prepare the U.S. for war. Jefferson asked for and received the Embargo Act, an alternative that allowed the U.S. more time to build up defensive works, militias, and naval forces. Later historians have seen irony in Jefferson's assertion of such federal power. Meacham claims that the Embargo Act was a projection of power which surpassed the Alien and Sedition Acts, and R.B. Bernstein writes that Jefferson "was pursuing policies resembling those he had cited in 1776 as grounds for independence and revolution".[195]

Secretary of State James Madison supported the embargo with equal vigor to Jefferson,[196] while Treasury Secretary Gallatin opposed it, due to its indefinite time frame and the risk that it posed to the policy of American neutrality.[197] The U.S. economy suffered, criticism grew, and opponents began evading the embargo. Instead of retreating, Jefferson sent federal agents to secretly track down smugglers and violators.[198] Three acts were passed in Congress during 1807 and 1808, called the Supplementary, the Additional, and the Enforcement acts.[193] The government could not prevent American vessels from trading with the European belligerents once they had left American ports, although the embargo triggered a devastating decline in exports.[193]

Most historians consider Jefferson's embargo to have been ineffective and harmful to American interests.[199] Appleby describes the strategy as Jefferson's "least effective policy", and Joseph Ellis calls it "an unadulterated calamity".[200] Others, however, portray it as an innovative, nonviolent measure which aided France in its war with Britain while preserving American neutrality.[201] Jefferson believed that the failure of the embargo was due to selfish traders and merchants showing a lack of "republican virtue." He maintained that, had the embargo been widely observed, it would have avoided war in 1812.[202]

In December 1807, Jefferson announced his intention not to seek a third term. He turned his attention increasingly to Monticello during the last year of his presidency, giving Madison and Gallatin almost total control of affairs.[203] Shortly before leaving office in March 1809, Jefferson signed the repeal of the Embargo. In its place, the Non-Intercourse Act[image: External link] was passed, but it proved no more effective.[193] The day before Madison was inaugurated as his successor, Jefferson said that he felt like "a prisoner, released from his chains".[204]
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 Retirement and later years




Further information: Thomas Jefferson and education[image: External link]


Following his retirement from the presidency, Jefferson continued his pursuit of educational interests; he sold his vast collection of books to the Library of Congress, and founded and built the University of Virginia.[205] Jefferson continued to correspond with many of the country's leaders, and the Monroe Doctrine[image: External link] bears a strong resemblance to solicited advice that Jefferson gave to Monroe in 1823.[206] As he settled into private life at Monticello, Jefferson developed a daily routine of rising early. He would spend several hours writing letters, with which he was often deluged. In the midday, he would often inspect the plantation on horseback. In the evenings, his family enjoyed leisure time in the gardens; late at night, Jefferson would retire to bed with a book.[207] However, his routine was often interrupted by uninvited visitors and tourists eager to see the icon in his final days, turning Monticello into "a virtual hotel".[208]
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 University of Virginia




Main article: University of Virginia[image: External link]


Jefferson envisioned a university free of church influences where students could specialize in many new areas not offered at other colleges. He believed that education engendered a stable society, which should provide publicly funded schools accessible to students from all social strata, based solely on ability.[209] He initially proposed his University in a letter to Joseph Priestley[image: External link] in 1800[210] and, in 1819, the 76-year-old Jefferson founded the University of Virginia. He organized the state legislative campaign for its charter and, with the assistance of Edmund Bacon[image: External link], purchased the location. He was the principal designer of the buildings, planned the university's curriculum, and served as the first rector upon its opening in 1825.[211]

Jefferson was a strong disciple of Greek and Roman architectural styles, which he believed to be most representative of American democracy. Each academic unit, called a pavilion, was designed with a two-story temple front, while the library "Rotunda" was modeled on the Roman Pantheon[image: External link]. Jefferson referred to the university's grounds as the "Academical Village[image: External link]," and he reflected his educational ideas in its layout. The ten pavilions included classrooms and faculty residences; they formed a quadrangle and were connected by colonnades, behind which stood the students' rows of rooms. Gardens and vegetable plots were placed behind the pavilions and were surrounded by serpentine walls[image: External link], affirming the importance of the agrarian lifestyle.[212] The university had a library rather than a church at its center, emphasizing its secular nature—a controversial aspect at the time.[213]

When Jefferson died in 1826, James Madison replaced him as rector.[214] Jefferson bequeathed most of his library to the university.[215]
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 Reconciliation with Adams




Jefferson and John Adams had been good friends in the first decades of their political careers, serving together in the Continental Congress in the 1770s and in Europe in the 1780s. The Federalist/Republican split of the 1790s divided them, however, and Adams felt betrayed by Jefferson's sponsorship of partisan attacks, such as those of James Callender. Jefferson, on the other hand, was angered at Adams for his appointment of "midnight judges".[216] The two men did not communicate directly for more than a decade after Jefferson succeeded Adams as president.[217] A brief correspondence took place between Abigail Adams[image: External link] and Jefferson after Jefferson's daughter "Polly" died in 1804, in an attempt at reconciliation unknown to Adams. However, an exchange of letters resumed open hostilities between Adams and Jefferson.[216]

As early as 1809, Benjamin Rush[image: External link], signer of the Declaration of Independence, desired that Jefferson and Adams reconcile and began to prod the two through correspondence to re-establish contact.[216] In 1812, Adams wrote a short New Year's greeting to Jefferson, prompted earlier by Rush, to which Jefferson warmly responded. Thus began what historian David McCullough[image: External link] calls "one of the most extraordinary correspondences in American history".[218] Over the next fourteen years, the former presidents exchanged 158 letters discussing their political differences, justifying their respective roles in events, and debating the revolution's import to the world.[219] When Adams died, his last words included an acknowledgement of his longtime friend and rival: "Thomas Jefferson survives", unaware that Jefferson had died several hours before.[220][221]
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 Autobiography




In 1821, at the age of 77 Jefferson began writing his autobiography, in order to "state some recollections of dates and facts concerning myself".[222] He focused on the struggles and achievements he experienced until July 29, 1790, where the narrative stopped short.*[223] He excluded his youth, emphasizing the revolutionary era. He related that his ancestors came from Wales to America in the early 17th century and settled in the western frontier of the Virginia colony, which influenced his zeal for individual and state rights. Jefferson described his father as uneducated, but with a "strong mind and sound judgement". His enrollment in the College of William and Mary and election to the Continental Congress in Philadelphia in 1775 were included.[222]

He also expressed opposition to the idea of a privileged aristocracy[image: External link] made up of large land owning families partial to the King, and instead promoted "the aristocracy of virtue and talent, which nature has wisely provided for the direction of the interests of society, & scattered with equal hand through all it's conditions, was deemed essential to a well ordered republic".[222]

Jefferson gave his insight about people, politics, and events.[222] The work is primarily concerned with the Declaration and reforming the government of Virginia. He used notes, letters, and documents to tell many of the stories within the autobiography. He suggested that this history was so rich that his personal affairs were better overlooked, but he incorporated a self-analysis using the Declaration and other patriotism.[224]
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 Lafayette's visit




Main article: Visit of the Marquis de Lafayette to the United States[image: External link]


In the summer of 1824, the Marquis de Lafayette[image: External link] accepted an invitation from President James Monroe to visit the country. Jefferson and Lafayette had not seen each other since 1789. After visits to New York[image: External link], New England, and Washington, Lafayette arrived at Monticello on November 4.[211]

Jefferson's grandson Randolph[image: External link] was present and recorded the reunion: "As they approached each other, their uncertain gait quickened itself into a shuffling run, and exclaiming, 'Ah Jefferson!' 'Ah Lafayette!', they burst into tears as they fell into each other's arms." Jefferson and Lafayette then retired to the house to reminisce.[225] The next morning Jefferson, Lafayette, and James Madison attended a tour and banquet at the University of Virginia. Jefferson had someone else read a speech he had prepared for Lafayette, as his voice was weak and could not carry. This was his last public presentation. After an 11-day visit, Lafayette bid Jefferson goodbye and departed Monticello.[226]
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 Final days, death, and burial




Jefferson's approximately $100,000 of debt weighed heavily on his mind in his final months, as it became increasingly clear that he would have little to leave to his heirs. In February 1826, he successfully applied to the General Assembly to hold a public lottery as a fund raiser.[227] His health began to deteriorate in July 1825, due to a combination of rheumatism from arm and wrist injuries, as well as intestinal and urinary disorders[211] and, by June 1826, he was confined to bed.[227] On July 3, Jefferson was overcome by fever and declined an invitation to Washington to attend an anniversary celebration of the Declaration.[228]

During the last hours of his life, he was accompanied by family members and friends. On July 4 at 12:50 p.m., Jefferson died at age 83 on the fiftieth anniversary of the Declaration of Independence, and just a few hours before the death of John Adams.[229][230] When Adams died, his last words included an acknowledgement of his longtime friend and rival: "Thomas Jefferson survives", though Adams was unaware that Jefferson had died several hours before.[231][232] The sitting president was Adams' son John Quincy[image: External link], and he called the coincidence of their deaths on the nation's anniversary "visible and palpable remarks of Divine Favor".[233]

Shortly after Jefferson had died, attendants found a gold locket on a chain around his neck, where it had rested for more than forty years, containing a small faded blue ribbon which tied a lock of his wife Martha's brown hair.[234]

Jefferson's remains were buried at Monticello, under a self-written epitaph:


HERE WAS BURIED THOMAS JEFFERSON, AUTHOR OF THE DECLARATION OF AMERICAN INDEPENDENCE, OF THE STATUTE OF VIRGINIA FOR RELIGIOUS FREEDOM, AND FATHER OF THE UNIVERSITY OF VIRGINIA.[235]



Jefferson died deeply in debt, unable to pass on his estate freely to his heirs.[236] He gave instructions in his will for disposal of his assets,[237] including the freeing of Sally Hemings' children;[238] but his estate, possessions, and slaves were sold at public auctions starting in 1827.[239] In 1831, Monticello was sold by Martha Jefferson Randolph[image: External link] and the other heirs.[240]
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 Political, social, and religious views




Jefferson subscribed to the political ideals expounded by John Locke[image: External link], Francis Bacon[image: External link], and Isaac Newton[image: External link], whom he considered the three greatest men that ever lived.[241][242] He was also influenced by the writings of Gibbon[image: External link], Hume[image: External link], Robertson[image: External link], Bolingbroke[image: External link], Montesquieu[image: External link], and Voltaire[image: External link].[243] Jefferson thought that the independent yeoman[image: External link] and agrarian life were ideals of republican virtues. He distrusted cities and financiers, favored decentralized government power, and believed that the tyranny that had plagued the common man in Europe was due to corrupt political establishments and monarchies[image: External link]. He supported efforts to disestablish the Church of England[image: External link][244] wrote the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom[image: External link], and he pressed for a wall of separation between church and state.[245] The Republicans under Jefferson were strongly influenced by the 18th-century British Whig Party[image: External link], who believed in limited government[image: External link].[246] His Democratic-Republican Party became dominant in early American politics[image: External link], and his views became known as Jeffersonian democracy[image: External link].[247][248]
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 Society and government




According to Jefferson's philosophy, citizens have "certain inalienable rights" and "rightful liberty is unobstructed action according to our will, within limits drawn around us by the equal rights of others".[249] A staunch advocate of the jury system to protect people's liberties, he proclaimed in 1801, "I consider [trial by jury] as the only anchor yet imagined by man, by which a government can be held to the principles of its constitution."[250] Jeffersonian government not only prohibited individuals in society from infringing on the liberty of others, but also restrained itself from diminishing individual liberty as a protection against tyranny from the majority[image: External link].[251] Initially, Jefferson favored restricted voting to those who could actually have free exercise of their reason by escaping any corrupting dependence on others. He advocated enfranchising a majority of Virginians, seeking to expand suffrage to include "yeoman farmers" who owned their own land while excluding tenant farmers, city day laborers, vagrants, most Amerindians, and women.[252]

He was convinced that individual liberties were the fruit of political equality, which were threatened by arbitrary government.[253] Excesses of democracy in his view were caused by institutional corruptions rather than human nature. He was less suspicious of a working democracy than many contemporaries.[252] As president, Jefferson feared that the Federalist system enacted by Washington and Adams had encouraged corrupting patronage and dependence. He tried to restore a balance between the state and federal governments more nearly reflecting the Articles of Confederation[image: External link], seeking to reinforce state prerogatives where his party was in a majority.[252]

Jefferson was steeped in the British Whig[image: External link] tradition of the oppressed majority set against a repeatedly unresponsive court party in the Parliament. He justified small outbreaks of rebellion as necessary to get monarchial regimes to amend oppressive measures compromising popular liberties. In a republican regime ruled by the majority, he acknowledged "it will often be exercised when wrong".[254] But "the remedy is to set them right as to facts, pardon and pacify them".[255] As Jefferson saw his party triumph in two terms of his presidency and launch into a third term under James Madison, his view of the U.S. as a continental republic and an "empire of liberty" grew more upbeat. On departing the presidency in 1809, he described America as "trusted with the destines of this solitary republic of the world, the only monument of human rights, and the sole depository of the sacred fire of freedom and self-government".[256]
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 Democracy




Jefferson considered democracy to be the expression of society, and promoted national self-determination, cultural uniformity, and education of all males of the commonwealth.[257] He supported public education and a free press as essential components of a democratic nation.[258]

After resigning as secretary of state in 1795, Jefferson focused on the electoral bases of the Republicans and Federalists. The "Republican" classification for which he advocated included "the entire body of landholders" everywhere and "the body of laborers" without land.[259] Republicans united behind Jefferson as vice president, with the election of 1796 expanding democracy nationwide at grassroots levels.[260] Jefferson promoted Republican candidates for local offices.[261]

Beginning with Jefferson's electioneering for the "revolution of 1800", his political efforts were based on egalitarian appeals.[262] In his later years, he referred to the 1800 election "as real a revolution in the principles of our government as that of '76 was in its form", one "not effected indeed by the sword ... but by the ... suffrage of the people."[263] Voter participation grew during Jefferson's presidency, increasing to "unimaginable levels" compared to the Federalist Era, with turnout of about 67,000 in 1800[image: External link] rising to about 143,000 in 1804[image: External link].[264]

At the onset of the Revolution, Jefferson accepted William Blackstone[image: External link]'s argument that property ownership would sufficiently empower voters' independent judgement, but he sought to further expand suffrage by land distribution to the poor.[265] In the heat of the Revolutionary Era and afterward, several states expanded voter eligibility from landed gentry to all propertied male, tax-paying citizens with Jefferson's support.[266] In retirement, he gradually became critical of his home state for violating "the principle of equal political rights"—the social right of universal male suffrage.[267] He sought a "general suffrage" of all taxpayers and militia-men, and equal representation by population in the General Assembly to correct preferential treatment of the slave-holding regions.[268]
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 Religion




Main article: Religious views of Thomas Jefferson[image: External link]


Baptized in his youth, Jefferson became a governing member of his local Episcopal Church in Charlottesville, which he later attended with his daughters.[269] Influenced by Deist[image: External link] authors during his college years Jefferson abandoned "orthodox" Christianity[image: External link] after his review of New Testament[image: External link] teachings.[270][271] In 1803 he asserted, "I am Christian, in the only sense in which [Jesus] wished any one to be."[171] Jefferson later defined being a Christian[image: External link] as one who followed the simple teachings of Jesus[image: External link]. Jefferson compiled Jesus' biblical teachings, omitting miraculous or supernatural references. He titled the work The Life and Morals of Jesus of Nazareth, known today as the Jefferson Bible[image: External link].[272] Peterson states Jefferson was a theist[image: External link] "whose God was the Creator of the universe ... all the evidences of nature testified to His perfection; and man could rely on the harmony and beneficence of His work."[273]

Jefferson was firmly anticlerical[image: External link], writing in "every age, the priest has been hostile to liberty ... they have perverted the purest religion ever preached to man into mystery and jargon."[274] The full letter to Horatio Spatford can be read at the National Archives.[275] Jefferson once supported banning clergy from public office but later relented.[276] In 1777, he drafted the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom[image: External link]. Ratified in 1786, it made compelling attendance or contributions to any state-sanctioned religious establishment illegal and declared that men "shall be free to profess ... their opinions in matters of religion."[277] The Statute is one of only three accomplishments he chose to have inscribed in the epitaph on his gravestone.[278][279] Early in 1802, Jefferson wrote to the Danbury Connecticut Baptist Association, "that religion is a matter which lies solely between Man and his God." He interpreted the First Amendment[image: External link] as having built "a wall of separation between Church and State[image: External link]."[280] The phrase 'Separation of Church and State' has been cited several times by the Supreme Court in its interpretation of the Establishment Clause[image: External link].

Jefferson donated to the American Bible Society[image: External link], saying the Four Evangelists[image: External link] delivered a "pure and sublime system of morality" to humanity. He thought Americans would rationally create " Apiarian[image: External link]" religion, extracting the best traditions of every denomination.[281] And he contributed generously to several local denominations nearby Monticello.[282] Acknowledging organized religion[image: External link] would always be factored into political life for good or ill, he encouraged reason over supernatural revelation to make inquiries into religion. He believed in a creator god[image: External link], an afterlife[image: External link], and the sum of religion as loving God and neighbors. But he also controversially renounced the conventional Christian Trinity[image: External link], denying Jesus' divinity as the Son of God[image: External link].[283][284]

Jefferson's unorthodox religious beliefs became an important issue in the 1800 presidential election[image: External link].[285] Federalists attacked him as an atheist[image: External link]. As president, Jefferson countered the accusations by praising religion in his inaugural address and attending services at the Capitol.[285]
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 Banks




Jefferson distrusted government banks and opposed public borrowing, which he thought created long-term debt, bred monopolies, and invited dangerous speculation as opposed to productive labor.[286] In one letter to Madison, he argued each generation should curtail all debt within 19 years, and not impose a long-term debt on subsequent generations.[287]

In 1791, President Washington asked Jefferson, then Secretary of State, and Hamilton, the Secretary of the Treasury, if the Congress had the authority to create a national bank[image: External link]. While Hamilton believed Congress had the authority, Jefferson and Madison thought a national bank would ignore the needs of individuals and farmers, and would violate the Tenth Amendment[image: External link] by assuming powers not granted to the federal government by the states.[288]

Jefferson used agrarian resistance to banks and speculators as the first defining principle of an opposition party, recruiting candidates for Congress on the issue as early as 1792.[289] As president, Jefferson was persuaded by Secretary of Treasury Albert Gallatin to leave the bank intact, but sought to restrain its influence.[290][l]
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 Slavery




Main article: Thomas Jefferson and slavery[image: External link]


Jefferson lived in a planter economy largely dependent upon slavery, and as a wealthy landholder, used slave labor for his household, plantation, and workshops. He first recorded his slaveholding in 1774, when he counted 41.[292] Over his lifetime he owned about 600 slaves; he inherited about 175 while most of the remainder were born on his plantations.[293] Jefferson purchased slaves in order to unite their families, and he sold about 110 for economic reasons, primarily slaves from his outlying farms.[293][294] Many historians have described Jefferson as a benevolent slaveowner[295] who didn't overwork his slaves by the conventions of his time, and provided them log cabins with fireplaces, food, clothing and some household provisions, though slaves often had to make many of their own provisions. Additionally Jefferson gave his slaves financial and other incentives while also allowing them to grow gardens and raise their own chickens. The use of the whip was employed only in rare and extreme cases of fighting and stealing.[293][296]

Jefferson once said, "My first wish is that the labourers may be well treated".[293] Jefferson did not work his slaves on Sundays and Christmas and he allowed them more personal time during the winter months.[297] Some scholars doubt Jefferson's benevolence,[298] however, noting cases of excessive slave whippings in his absence. His nail factory was also only staffed by child slaves, many of those boys became tradesmen. Burwell Colbert, who started his working life as a child in Monticello's Nailery, was later promoted to the supervisory position of butler.[299]

Jefferson felt slavery was harmful to both slave and master, but had reservations about releasing unprepared slaves into freedom and advocated gradual emancipation.[300][301][302] In 1779, he proposed gradual voluntary training and resettlement to the Virginia legislature, and three years later drafted legislation allowing owners to free their own slaves.[303] In his draft of the Declaration of Independence, he included a section, stricken by other Southern delegates, criticizing King George III's role in promoting slavery in the colonies.[304] In 1784, Jefferson proposed the abolition of slavery in all western U.S. territories, limiting slave importation to 15 years.[305] Congress, however, failed to pass his proposal by one vote.[305] In 1787, Congress passed the Northwest Ordinance, a partial victory for Jefferson that terminated slavery in the Northwest Territory. Jefferson freed his slave Robert Hemings in 1794 and he freed his cook slave James Hemings in 1796.[306] During his presidency Jefferson allowed the diffusion of slavery into the Louisiana Territory[image: External link] hoping to prevent slave uprisings in Virginia and to prevent South Carolina[image: External link] secession.[307] In 1804, in a compromise on the slavery issue, Jefferson and Congress banned domestic slave trafficking for one year into the Louisiana Territory.[308] In 1806 he officially called for anti-slavery legislation terminating the import or export of slaves. Congress passed the law in 1807, taking effect in 1818.[300][309][310] In 1819, he strongly opposed a Missouri statehood application amendment that banned domestic slave importation and freed slaves at the age of 25 on grounds it would destroy the union.[311] Jefferson freed his runaway slave Harriet Hemings in 1822.[312] Upon his death in 1826, Jefferson freed five male Hemings slaves in his will.[313]

Jefferson shared the common belief of his day that blacks were mentally and physically inferior, but argued they nonetheless had innate human rights.[300][314] In Notes on the State of Virginia, he created controversy by calling slavery a moral evil for which the nation would ultimately have to account to God.[315] He therefore supported colonization plans that would transport freed slaves to another country, such as Liberia[image: External link] or Sierra Leone[image: External link], though he recognized the impracticability of such proposals.[316]

During his presidency Jefferson was for the most part publicly silent on the issue of slavery and emancipation,[317] as the Congressional debate over slavery and its extension caused a dangerous north-south rift among the states, with talk of a northern confederacy in New England.[318][m] The violent attacks on white slave owners during the Haitian Revolution[image: External link] due to injustices under slavery supported Jefferson's fears of a race war, increasing his reservations about promoting emancipation at that time.[300][319] After numerous attempts and failures to bring about emancipation,[320] Jefferson wrote privately in an 1805 letter to William A. Burwell[image: External link], "I have long since given up the expectation of any early provision for the extinguishment of slavery among us." That same year he also related this idea to George Logan[image: External link], writing, "I have most carefully avoided every public act or manifestation on that subject."[321]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Historical assessment




Scholars remain divided on whether Jefferson truly condemned slavery and how he changed.[312][322] Francis D. Cogliano traces the development of competing emancipationist then revisionist and finally contextualist interpretations from the 1960s to the present. The emancipationist view, held by the various scholars at the Thomas Jefferson Foundation[image: External link], Douglas L. Wilson[image: External link], and others maintains Jefferson was an opponent of slavery all his life, noting that he did what he could within the limited range of options available to him to undermine it, his many attempts at abolition legislation, the manner in which he provided for slaves, and his advocacy of their more humane treatment.[296][323][324][n] The revisionist view, advanced by Paul Finkelman[image: External link] and others criticizes Jefferson for racism, for holding slaves, and for acting contrary to his words, as Jefferson never freed most of his slaves, and he remained silent on the issue while he was President.[317][325] Contextualists such as Joseph J. Ellis[image: External link] emphasize a change in Jefferson's thinking from emancipationist before 1783, noting a shift toward public passivity and procrastination on policy issues related to slavery. Jefferson seemed to yield to public opinion by 1794 as he laid the groundwork for his first presidential campaign against Adams in 1796.[326]
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 Jefferson–Hemings controversy




Main article: Jefferson–Hemings controversy[image: External link]


Claims that Jefferson fathered Sally Hemings' children have been debated since 1802. That year James T. Callender[image: External link], after being denied a position as postmaster[image: External link], alleged Jefferson had taken Hemings as a concubine and fathered several children with her.[327] In 1998, a panel of researchers conducted a Y-DNA[image: External link] study of living descendants of Jefferson's uncle, Field, and of a descendant of Hemings' son, Eston Hemings[image: External link]. The results, published in the journal Nature[image: External link], showed a match with the male Jefferson line.[328] According to the Thomas Jefferson Foundation, since the results of the DNA tests were made public, most historians believe Jefferson had a relationship with Hemings.[329] In 2000, the Thomas Jefferson Foundation (TJF) assembled a team of historians whose report concluded that "the DNA study ... indicates a high probability that Thomas Jefferson fathered Eston Hemings".[330][o] Other scholars maintain the evidence is insufficient to prove Jefferson's paternity conclusively. They note the possibility that additional Jefferson males, including his brother Randolph Jefferson and Randolph's five sons, could have fathered Eston Hemings or Sally Hemings' other children.[332] After Thomas Jefferson's death, although not formally manumitted[image: External link], Sally Hemings was allowed by Jefferson's daughter Martha to live in Charlottesville[image: External link] as a free woman until her death in 1835.[333][p]
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 Interests and activities




Jefferson was a farmer, obsessed with new crops, soil conditions, garden designs, and scientific agricultural techniques. His main cash crop was tobacco, but its price was usually low and it was rarely profitable. He tried to achieve self-sufficiency with wheat, vegetables, flax, corn, hogs, sheep, poultry, and cattle to supply his family, slaves, and employees, but he had cash flow problems and was always in debt.[335]

In the field of architecture, Jefferson helped popularize the Neo-Palladian style in the United States utilizing designs for the Virginia State Capitol[image: External link], the University of Virginia, Monticello, and others.[336] Jefferson mastered architecture through self-study[image: External link], using various books and classical architectural designs of the day. His primary authority was Andrea Palladio[image: External link]'s The Four Books of Architecture, which outlines the principles of classical design.[337]

He was interested in birds and wine, and was a noted gourmet[image: External link]; he was also a prolific writer and linguist, and spoke several languages.[338] As a naturalist, he was fascinated by the Natural Bridge[image: External link] geological formation, and in 1774 successfully acquired the Bridge by grant from George III.[339]
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 American Philosophical Society




Jefferson was a member of the American Philosophical Society for 35 years, beginning in 1780. Through the Society he advanced the sciences and Enlightenment ideals[image: External link], emphasizing that knowledge of science reinforced and extended freedom.[340] His Notes on the State of Virginia was written in part as a contribution to the Society.[341] He became the Society's third president on March 3, 1797, a few months after he was elected Vice President of the United States.[341][342] In accepting, Jefferson stated: "I feel no qualification for this distinguished post but a sincere zeal for all the objects of our institution and an ardent desire to see knowledge so disseminated through the mass of mankind that it may at length reach even the extremes of society, beggars and kings."[340]

Jefferson served as APS President for the next eighteen years, including through both terms of his presidency.[341] He introduced Meriwether Lewis[image: External link] to the Society, where various scientists tutored him in preparation for the Lewis and Clark Expedition[image: External link].[341][343] He resigned on January 20, 1815, but remained active through correspondence.[344]
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 Linguistics




Jefferson had a lifelong interest in linguistics[image: External link], could speak, read and write in a number of languages, including French, Greek, Italian, and German. In his early years he excelled in classical language while at boarding school[345] where he received a classical education in Greek and Latin.[346] Jefferson later came to regard the Greek language as the "perfect language" as expressed in its laws and philosophy.[347] While attending the College of William & Mary, he taught himself Italian.[348] Here Jefferson first became familiar with the Anglo-Saxon[image: External link] language, especially as it was associated with English Common law[image: External link] and system of government and studied the language in a linguistic and philosophical capacity. He owned 17 volumes of Anglo-Saxon texts and grammar and later wrote an essay on the Anglo-Saxon language.[345]

Jefferson claimed to have taught himself Spanish during his nineteen-day journey to France, using only a grammar guide and a copy of Don Quixote[image: External link].[349] Linguistics played a significant role in how Jefferson modeled and expressed political and philosophical ideas. He believed that the study of ancient languages was essential in understanding the roots of modern language.[350] He collected and understood a number of American Indian vocabularies and instructed Lewis and Clark to record and collect various Indian languages during their Expedition.[351] When Jefferson removed from Washington after his presidency, he packed 50 Native American vocabulary lists in a chest and transported them on a river boat back to Monticello along with the rest of his possessions. Somewhere along the journey, a thief stole the heavy chest, thinking it was full of valuables, but its contents were dumped into the James River when the thief discovered it was only filled with papers. Subsequently, 30 years of collecting were lost, with only a few fragments rescued from the muddy banks of the river.[352]

Jefferson was not an outstanding orator and preferred to communicate through writing or remain silent if possible. Instead of delivering his State of the Union[image: External link] addresses himself, Jefferson wrote the annual messages and sent a representative to read them aloud in Congress. This started a tradition which continued until 1913, when President Woodrow Wilson[image: External link] (1913–1921) chose to deliver his own State of the Union address.[353]
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 Inventions




Jefferson invented many small practical devices and improved contemporary inventions, including a revolving book-stand and a "Great Clock" powered by the gravitational pull on cannonballs. He improved the pedometer[image: External link], the polygraph[image: External link] (a device for duplicating writing),[354] and the moldboard plow[image: External link], an idea he never patented and gave to posterity.[355] Jefferson can also be credited as the creator of the swivel chair[image: External link], the first of which he created and used to write much of the Declaration of Independence.[356]

As Minister to France, Jefferson was impressed by the military standardization program known as the Système Gribeauval[image: External link], and initiated a program as president to develop interchangeable parts[image: External link] for firearms. For his inventiveness and ingenuity, he received several honorary Doctor of Law degrees.[357]
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 Historical reputation




Further information: List of places named for Thomas Jefferson[image: External link]


Jefferson is an icon of individual liberty, democracy, and republicanism, hailed as the author of the Declaration of Independence, an architect of the American Revolution, and a renaissance man who promoted science and scholarship.[358] The participatory democracy and expanded suffrage he championed defined his era and became a standard for later generations.[359] Meacham opined, he was the most influential figure of the democratic republic in its first half century, succeeded by presidential adherents James Madison, James Monroe, Andrew Jackson, and Martin Van Buren.[360] Jefferson is recognized for having written more than 18,000 letters of political and philosophical substance during his life, which Francis D. Cogliano describes as "a documentary legacy ... unprecedented in American history in its size and breadth."[361]

Jefferson's reputation declined during the Civil War due to his support of states' rights. In the late 19th century, his legacy was widely criticized; conservatives felt his democratic philosophy had led to that era's populist movement, while Progressives[image: External link] sought a more activist federal government than Jefferson's philosophy allowed. Both groups saw Hamilton as vindicated by history, rather than Jefferson, and President Woodrow Wilson even described Jefferson as "though a great man, not a great American".[362]

In the 1930s, Jefferson was held in higher esteem; President Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link] (1933–45) and New Deal Democrats celebrated his struggles for "the common man" and reclaimed him as their party's founder. Jefferson became a symbol of American democracy in the incipient Cold War, and the 1940s and '50s saw the zenith of his popular reputation.[363] Following the Civil Rights Movement of the 1950s and '60s, Jefferson's slaveholding came under new scrutiny, particularly after DNA testing in the late 1990s supported allegations he had a relationship with Sally Hemings.[364]

Noting the huge output of scholarly books on Jefferson in recent years, historian Gordon Wood summarizes the raging debates about Jefferson's stature: "Although many historians and others are embarrassed about his contradictions and have sought to knock him off the democratic pedestal ... his position, though shaky, still seems secure."[365]

The Siena Research Institute[image: External link] poll of presidential scholars, begun in 1982, has consistently ranked Jefferson as one of the five best U.S. presidents,[366] and a 2015 Brookings Institution[image: External link] poll of American Political Science Association[image: External link] members ranked him as the fifth greatest president.[367]
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 Memorials and honors




Jefferson has been memorialized with buildings, sculptures, postage[image: External link], and currency[image: External link]. In the 1920s, Jefferson, together with George Washington, Theodore Roosevelt[image: External link], and Abraham Lincoln, was chosen by sculptor Gutzon Borglum[image: External link] and approved by President Calvin Coolidge[image: External link] to be depicted in stone at the Mount Rushmore Memorial.[368]

The Jefferson Memorial was dedicated in Washington, D.C. in 1943, on the 200th anniversary of Jefferson's birth. The interior of the memorial includes a 19-foot (6 m) statue of Jefferson and engravings of passages from his writings. Most prominent are the words inscribed around the monument near the roof: "I have sworn upon the altar of God eternal hostility against every form of tyranny over the mind of man."[369]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Writings





	
A Summary View of the Rights of British America[image: External link] (1774)

	
Declaration of the Causes and Necessity of Taking Up Arms[image: External link] (1775)

	Declaration of Independence (1776)[image: External link]

	Memorandums taken on a journey from Paris into the southern parts of France and Northern Italy, in the year 1787[image: External link]

	
Notes on the State of Virginia[image: External link] (1781)

	
Plan for Establishing Uniformity in the Coinage, Weights, and Measures of the United States[image: External link] A report submitted to Congress (1790)

	"An Essay Towards Facilitating Instruction in the Anglo-Saxon and Modern Dialects of the English Language[image: External link]" (1796)

	
Manual of Parliamentary Practice for the Use of the Senate of the United States[image: External link] (1801)

	
Autobiography (1821)

	Jefferson Bible[image: External link], or The Life and Morals of Jesus of Nazareth




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 See also





	List of Presidents of the United States by previous experience[image: External link]

	List of Presidents of the United States who owned slaves[image: External link]

	List of abolitionist forerunners[image: External link]

	Jefferson Monroe Levy[image: External link]






[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Notes






	
^ Jefferson personally showed little interest in his ancestry; on his father's side, he only knew of the existence of his grandfather.[2][3] Malone writes that Jefferson vaguely knew that his grandfather "had a place on the Fluvanna River which he called Snowden after a mountain in Wales near which the Jeffersons were supposed to have once lived".[2]


	
^ His other properties included Shadwell[image: External link], Tufton, Lego, Pantops, and his retreat Poplar Forest[image: External link]. He also owned the unimproved mountaintop Montalto, and the Natural Bridge.[21]


	
^ Adams recorded his exchange with Jefferson on the question. Jefferson asked, "Why will you not? You ought to do it." To which Adams responded, "I will not—reasons enough." Jefferson replied, "What can be your reasons?" And Adams responded, "Reason first, you are a Virginian, and a Virginian ought to appear at the head of this business. Reason second, I am obnoxious, suspected, and unpopular. You are very much otherwise. Reason third, you can write ten times better than I can." "Well," said Jefferson, "if you are decided, I will do as well as I can." Adams concluded, "Very well. When you have drawn it up, we will have a meeting."[36]


	
^ Franklin, seated beside the author, observed him "writhing a little under the acrimonious criticisms on some of its parts."[40]


	
^ the immediate successor to the Second Continental Congress


	
^ An example can be seen at the Library of Congress website[image: External link].


	
^ Jefferson's Kentucky draft said: "where powers are assumed which have not been delegated, a nullification of the act is the rightful remedy: that every State has a natural right in cases not within the compact, (casus non fœderis) to nullify of their own authority all assumptions of power by others within their limits."[106]


	
^ This electoral process problem was addressed by the Twelfth Amendment to the United States Constitution[image: External link] in 1804, which provided separate votes for presidential and vice presidential candidates.[116]


	
^ Louisiana nevertheless gained statehood nine years later in 1812.[151]


	
^ Further complicating matters, Wilkinson was posthumously revealed to have been in the simultaneous pay of the British, French, and Spanish.[184]


	
^ Burr then left for Europe and eventually returned to practicing law.


	
^ The First Bank of the U.S. was eventually abolished in 1811 by a heavily Republican Congress.[291]


	
^ Aaron Burr[image: External link] was offered help in obtaining the governorship of New York by Timothy Pickering[image: External link] if he could persuade New York to go along, but the secession effort failed when Burr lost the election.


	
^ For examples of each historian's view, see Wilson, Douglas L., Thomas Jefferson and the Issue of Character, The Atlantic, Nov. 1992. Finkelman (1994) "Thomas Jefferson and Antislavery: The Myth Goes On" and Joseph J. Ellis, 1996, American Sphinx: the character of Thomas Jefferson


	
^ The minority report from White Wallenborn stated that "the historical evidence is not substantial enough to confirm nor for that matter to refute his paternity of any of the children of Sally Hemings. The DNA studies certainly enhance the possibility but ... do not prove Thomas Jefferson's paternity".[331]


	
^ Annette Gordon-Reed[image: External link] notes that it would have been legally challenging to free Sally Hemings, due to Virginia laws mandating the support of older slaves and requiring special permission for freed slaves to remain within the state.[334]
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Southern United States






This article is about the cultural region. For the geographically southern part of the United States, see Sun Belt[image: External link].

The Southern United States, commonly referred to as the American South, Dixie[image: External link], or simply the South, is a region[image: External link] of the United States of America. The South does not fully match the geographic south of the United States, but the Deep South[image: External link] is fully located in the southeastern corner. Arizona and New Mexico, which are geographically in the southern part of the country, are rarely considered part, while West Virginia, which separated from Virginia in 1863,[2] commonly is.[3][4][5] Some scholars have proposed definitions of the South that do not coincide neatly with state boundaries.[6][7] While the states of Delaware and Maryland, as well as the District of Columbia permitted slavery prior to the start of the Civil War, they remained with the Union[image: External link]. Since the Civil Rights Movement of the 1960s, they became more culturally, economically, and politically aligned with the industrial Northern states, and are often identified as part of the Mid-Atlantic or Northeast by many residents, businesses, public institutions, and private organizations.[8][9][10][11][12] However, the United States Census Bureau puts them in the South.

Usually, the South is defined as including the southeastern and south-central[image: External link] United States. The region is known for its culture and history, having developed its own customs, musical styles, and cuisines[image: External link], which have distinguished it in some ways from the rest of the United States. The Southern ethnic heritage is diverse and includes strong European[image: External link] (mostly Spanish American[image: External link] Irish[image: External link]/ Scotch-Irish[image: External link], Scottish[image: External link], English[image: External link], German[image: External link] and French[image: External link]), African, and some Native American[image: External link] components.[13]

Some other aspects of the historical and cultural development of the South have been influenced by the institution of slave labor[image: External link] on plantations in the Deep South to an extent seen nowhere else in the United States; the presence of a large proportion of African Americans in the population; support for the doctrine of states' rights[image: External link], and the legacy of racial tension magnified by the Civil War and Reconstruction Era, as seen in thousands of lynchings[image: External link] (mostly from 1880 to 1930), the segregated[image: External link] system of separate schools and public facilities known as "Jim Crow laws[image: External link]", that lasted until the 1960s, and the widespread use of poll taxes and other methods to frequently deny black people of the right to vote or hold office until the 1960s. Since the late 1960s, black people have held many offices in Southern states, especially in the coastal states of Virginia[image: External link] and South Carolina[image: External link]. Many black people have also been elected or appointed as mayors and police chiefs in the metropolises of Memphis[image: External link], Houston[image: External link], Atlanta[image: External link], and New Orleans[image: External link], and serve in both the U.S. Congress and state legislatures.[14]

Historically, the South relied heavily on agriculture[image: External link], and was highly rural until after 1945. It has since become more industrialized and urban and has attracted national and international migrants. The American South is now among the fastest-growing areas in the United States. Houston[image: External link] is the largest city in the Southern United States.[15] Sociological research indicates that Southern collective identity stems from political, demographic, and cultural distinctiveness from the rest of the United States. The region contains almost all of the Bible Belt[image: External link], an area of high Protestant[image: External link] church attendance (especially evangelical churches such as the Southern Baptist Convention[image: External link]) and predominantly conservative[image: External link], religion-influenced politics. Indeed, studies have shown that Southerners are more conservative than non-Southerners in several areas, including religion, morality, international relations and race relations.[16][17] This is evident in both the region's religious attendance figures and in the region's usually strong support for the Republican Party[image: External link] in political elections since the 1960s, and especially since the 1990s.[17]

Apart from its climate, the living experience in the South increasingly resembles the rest of the nation. The arrival of millions of Northerners (especially in major metropolitan areas and coastal areas)[18] and millions of Hispanics[19] has meant the introduction of cultural values and social norms not rooted in Southern traditions.[20][21] Observers conclude that collective identity and Southern distinctiveness are thus declining, particularly when defined against "an earlier South that was somehow more authentic, real, more unified and distinct".[22] The process has worked both ways, however, with aspects of Southern culture spreading throughout a greater portion of the rest of the United States in a process termed " Southernization[image: External link]".[23]
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The question of how to define the subregions in the South has been the focus of research for nearly a century.[24][25]

As defined by the United States Census Bureau,[1] the Southern region[image: External link] of the United States includes sixteen states. As of 2010, an estimated 114,555,744 people, or thirty-seven percent of all U.S. residents, lived in the South, the nation's most populous region.[26] The Census Bureau defined three smaller divisions:


	
The South Atlantic States[image: External link]: Delaware, Florida[image: External link], Georgia, Maryland, North Carolina, South Carolina[image: External link], Virginia[image: External link] and West Virginia


	
The East South Central States[image: External link]: Alabama, Kentucky, Mississippi and Tennessee


	
The West South Central States[image: External link]: Arkansas, Louisiana[image: External link], Oklahoma, and Texas.



The Council of State Governments[image: External link], an organization for communication and coordination between states, includes in its South regional office the states of Alabama, Arkansas, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Louisiana, Mississippi, Missouri, North Carolina, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas, Virginia, and West Virginia.[27]

Other terms related to the South include:


	
The Old South[image: External link]: can mean either the slave states that existed in 1776 (Virginia, Delaware, Maryland, Georgia, North Carolina, and South Carolina)[ dubious[image: External link] – discuss[image: External link]][28][not in citation given[image: External link]] or all the slave states before 1860 (which included the newer states of Kentucky, Tennessee, Alabama, Florida, Mississippi, Missouri, Arkansas, Louisiana, and Texas).[29]


	
The New South[image: External link]: usually including the South Atlantic States[image: External link].[30]


	
The Solid South[image: External link]: region largely controlled by the Democratic Party from 1877 to 1964, especially after disfranchisement of most blacks[image: External link] at the turn of the 20th century. Before that, blacks were elected to national office and many to local office through the 1880s; Populist-Republican coalitions gained victories for Fusionist candidates for governors in the 1890s. Includes at least all the 11 former Confederate States.[31]


	
Southern Appalachia[image: External link]: mainly refers to areas situated in the Southern Appalachian Mountains, namely Eastern Kentucky[image: External link], East Tennessee[image: External link], Western North Carolina[image: External link], Western Maryland[image: External link], West Virginia, Southwest Virginia[image: External link], North Georgia[image: External link], and Northwestern South Carolina.[32]


	
Southeastern United States: usually including the Carolinas[image: External link], the Virginias[image: External link], Tennessee, Kentucky, Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, and Florida[image: External link].[33]


	
The Deep South[image: External link]: various definitions, usually including Louisiana, Alabama, Mississippi, Georgia, and South Carolina. Occasionally, parts of adjoining states are included (sections of East Texas, the Mississippi embayment[image: External link] areas of Arkansas and Tennessee, and northern and central Florida).[34]


	
The Gulf South[image: External link]: various definitions, usually including Gulf coasts of Florida[image: External link], Louisiana[image: External link], Mississippi, Texas and Alabama.

	
The Upper South[image: External link]: Kentucky, Virginia[image: External link], West Virginia, Tennessee, North Carolina, and occasionally Missouri, Maryland, and Delaware.[35]


	
Dixie[image: External link]: various definitions, but most commonly associated with the 11 states of the Old Confederacy.

	
The Mid-South: Various definitions, including that of the Census Bureau of the East and West South Central United States;[36] in another informal definition, Tennessee, Arkansas, Mississippi, and sometimes adjoining areas of other states.[37][38][39][40]


	
Border South[image: External link]: Missouri, Kentucky, Maryland, and Delaware were states on the outer rim of the Confederacy that did not secede from the United States, but did have significant numbers of residents who joined the Confederate armed forces. Kentucky and Missouri had Confederate governments in exile and were represented in the Confederate Congress and by stars on the Confederate battle flag. West Virginia was formed in 1863 after the western region of Virginia broke away to protest the Old Dominion's joining of the Confederacy, but residents of the new state were about evenly divided on supporting the Union or the Confederacy.[41]




The popular definition of the "South" is more informal and generally associated with the 11 states that seceded before or during the Civil War to form the Confederate States of America[image: External link].[42] In order of their secession, these were: South Carolina, Mississippi, Florida, Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana, Texas, Virginia, Arkansas, Tennessee, and North Carolina. These states share commonalities of history and culture that carry on to the present day. Oklahoma was not a state during the Civil War, but all its major Native American tribes signed formal treaties[image: External link] of alliance with the Confederacy.[citation needed[image: External link]]

The South is a diverse meteorological region with numerous climatic zones, including temperate, sub-tropical[image: External link], tropical[image: External link], and arid[image: External link]—though the South is generally regarded as hot and humid, with long summers and short, mild winters. Most of the south—except for the higher elevations and areas near the western, southern and some northern fringes—fall in the humid subtropical climate zone. Crops grow easily in the South; its climate consistently provides growing seasons of at least six months before the first frost. Landscapes, particularly in the Southeast, are characterized by live oaks[image: External link], bald cypress[image: External link] trees, loblolly pine[image: External link] trees, tupelo[image: External link] trees, Lagerstroemia indica[image: External link], Nandina domestica[image: External link], camellias[image: External link], southern magnolia[image: External link] trees, yellow jessamine[image: External link] vines, Spanish moss[image: External link], cabbage palms[image: External link] and flowering dogwoods[image: External link]. Another common environment is found in the bayous[image: External link] and swamplands of the Gulf Coast[image: External link], especially in Louisiana and Texas. Parts of the rural South have been overrun by kudzu[image: External link], an invasive, fast-growing, leafy vine that can spread over trees, land, roads, and buildings, choking and killing indigenous plants. Kudzu is a particularly severe problem in the Piedmont regions of South Carolina, Mississippi, Alabama, and Georgia.[43]
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Main article: History of the Southern United States[image: External link]
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The first well-dated evidence of human occupation in the south United States occurs around 9500 BC with the appearance of the earliest documented Americans, who are now referred to as Paleo-Indians[image: External link].[44] Paleoindians were hunter-gathers that roamed in bands and frequently hunted megafauna[image: External link]. Several cultural stages, such as Archaic (ca. 8000–1000 BC) and the Woodland (ca. 1000 BC – AD 1000), preceded what the Europeans found at the end of the 15th century—the Mississippian culture[image: External link].[44]

The Mississippian culture was a complex, mound-building Native American[image: External link] culture that flourished in what is now the southeastern United States from approximately 800 AD to 1500 AD. Natives had elaborate and lengthy trading routes connecting their main residential and ceremonial centers extending through the river valleys and from the East Coast to the Great Lakes.[44] Some noted explorers who encountered and described the Mississippian culture, by then in decline, included Pánfilo de Narváez[image: External link] (1528), Hernando de Soto[image: External link] (1540), and Pierre Le Moyne d'Iberville[image: External link] (1699).

Native American descendants of the mound-builders include Alabama[image: External link], Apalachee[image: External link], Caddo[image: External link], Cherokee[image: External link], Chickasaw[image: External link], Choctaw[image: External link], Creek[image: External link], Guale[image: External link], Hitchiti[image: External link], Houma[image: External link], and Seminole[image: External link] peoples, all of whom still reside in the South.

Other peoples whose ancestral links to the Mississippian culture are less clear but were clearly in the region before the European incursion include the Catawba[image: External link] and the Powhatan[image: External link].
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European immigration resulted in a corresponding die off of Native Americans[image: External link] who had not been exposed to various diseases[image: External link].[45]

The predominant culture of the South was rooted in the settlement of the region by British colonists[image: External link]. In the 17th century, most voluntary immigrants were of English[image: External link] origins who settled chiefly along the coastal regions of the Eastern seaboard but had pushed as far inland as the Appalachian Mountains by the 18th century. The majority of early English settlers were indentured servants[image: External link], who gained freedom after enough work to pay off their passage. The wealthier men who paid their way received land grants known as headrights, to encourage settlement.[46]

The Spanish and French established colonies in Florida[image: External link], Texas[image: External link] and Louisiana[image: External link]. The Spanish colonized Florida in the 16th century, with their communities reaching a peak in the late 17th century.

In the British colonies, immigration began in 1607 and continued until the outbreak of the Revolution in 1775. Settlers cleared land, built houses and outbuildings, and on their own farms. The rich owned large plantations[image: External link] that dominated export agriculture and used black slaves. Many were involved in the labor-intensive cultivation of tobacco, the first cash crop of Virginia. Tobacco exhausted the soil quickly, requiring that farmers regularly clear new fields. They used old fields as pasture, and for crops such as corn and wheat, or allowed them to grow into woodlots.[47]

In the mid-to-late-18th century, large groups of Ulster Scots[image: External link] (later called the Scotch-Irish[image: External link]) and people from the Anglo-Scottish border[image: External link] region immigrated and settled in the back country of Appalachia[image: External link] and the Piedmont[image: External link]. They were the largest group of non-English immigrants from the British Isles[image: External link] before the American Revolution.[48] In the 1980 Census, 34% of Southerners reported that they were of English ancestry; English was the largest reported European ancestry in every Southern state by a large margin.[49]

The early colonists engaged in warfare[image: External link], trade[image: External link], and cultural exchanges. Those living in the backcountry were more likely to encounter Creek Indians[image: External link], Cherokee[image: External link], and Choctaws[image: External link] and other regional native groups.

The oldest university in the South, the College of William & Mary[image: External link], was founded in 1693 in Virginia; it pioneered in the teaching of political economy[image: External link] and educated future U.S. Presidents Jefferson, Monroe[image: External link] and Tyler[image: External link], all from Virginia. Indeed, the entire region dominated politics in the First Party System[image: External link] era: for example, four of the first five presidents—Washington, Jefferson, Madison, and Monroe[image: External link]—were from Virginia. The two oldest public universities are also in the South: the University of North Carolina[image: External link] (1789) and the University of Georgia[image: External link] (1785).
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Main article: Southern theater of the American Revolutionary War[image: External link]


With Virginia in the lead, the Southern colonies embraced the American Revolution, providing such leaders as commander in chief George Washington, and the author of the Declaration of Independence, Thomas Jefferson.

In 1780–81, the British largely halted reconquest of the northern states, and concentrated on the south, where they were told there was a large Loyalist population ready to leap to arms once the royal forces arrived. The British took control of Savannah and Charleston, capturing a large American army in the process, and set up a network of bases inland. There were many more Loyalists in the South than in the North,[50] but they were concentrated in larger coastal cities and were not great enough in number to overcome the revolutionaries. Large numbers of loyalists from South Carolina fought for the British in the Battle of Camden[image: External link]. The British forces at the Battle of Monck's Corner[image: External link] and the Battle of Lenud's Ferry[image: External link] consisted entirely of Loyalists with the exception of the commanding officer (Banastre Tarleton[image: External link]).[51] Both white and black Loyalists fought for the British at the Battle of Kemp's Landing[image: External link] in Virginia.[52][53] Led by Nathanael Greene[image: External link] and other generals, the Americans engaged in Fabian tactics[image: External link] designed to wear down the British invasion force, and to neutralize its strong points one by one. There were numerous battles large and small, with each side claiming some victories. By 1781, however, British General Cornwallis[image: External link] moved north to Virginia, where an approaching army forced him to fortify and await rescue by the British Navy. The British Navy did arrive, but so did a stronger French fleet, and Cornwallis was trapped. American and French armies, led by Washington, forced Cornwallis to surrender his entire army in Yorktown, Virginia[image: External link] in October 1781, effectively winning the North American part of the war.[54]

The Revolution provided a shock to slavery in the South. Thousands of slaves took advantage of wartime disruption to find their own freedom, catalyzed by the British Governor Dunmore of Virginia's promise of freedom for service. Many others were removed by Loyalist owners and became slaves elsewhere in the Empire. Between 1770 and 1790, there was a sharp decline in the percentage of blacks – from 61% percent to 44% in South Carolina and from 45% to 36% in Georgia.[55]

In addition, some slaveholders were inspired to free their slaves after the Revolution. They were moved by the principles of the Revolution, and Quaker and Methodist preachers worked to encourage slaveholders to free their slaves. Planters such as George Washington often freed slaves by their wills. In the upper South, more than 10 percent of all blacks were free by 1810, a significant expansion from pre-war proportions of less than 1 percent free.[56]
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 Antebellum years




Cotton[image: External link] became dominant in the lower South after 1800. After the invention of the cotton gin, short staple cotton could be grown more widely. This led to an explosion of cotton cultivation, especially in the frontier uplands of Georgia, Alabama and other parts of the Deep South, as well as riverfront areas of the Mississippi Delta. Migrants poured into those areas in the early decades of the 19th century, when county population figures rose and fell as swells of people kept moving west. The expansion of cotton cultivation required more slave labor, and the institution became even more deeply an integral part of the South's economy.[57]

With the opening up of frontier lands after the government forced most Native Americans to move west of the Mississippi, there was a major migration of both whites and blacks to those territories. From the 1820s through the 1850s, more than one million enslaved Africans were transported to the Deep South in forced migration, two-thirds of them by slave traders and the others by masters who moved there. Planters in the Upper South sold slaves excess to their needs as they shifted from tobacco to mixed agriculture. Many enslaved families were broken up, as planters preferred mostly strong males for field work.[58]

Two major political issues that festered in the first half of the 19th century caused political alignment along sectional lines, strengthened the identities of North and South as distinct regions with certain strongly opposed interests, and fed the arguments over states' rights that culminated in secession and the Civil War. One of these issues concerned the protective tariffs enacted to assist the growth of the manufacturing sector, primarily in the North. In 1832, in resistance to federal legislation increasing tariffs, South Carolina passed an ordinance of nullification[image: External link], a procedure in which a state would, in effect, repeal a Federal law. Soon a naval flotilla was sent to Charleston[image: External link] harbor, and the threat of landing ground troops was used to compel the collection of tariffs. A compromise was reached by which the tariffs would be gradually reduced, but the underlying argument over states' rights continued to escalate in the following decades.

The second issue concerned slavery, primarily the question of whether slavery would be permitted in newly admitted states. The issue was initially finessed by political compromises designed to balance the number of "free" and "slave" states. The issue resurfaced in more virulent form, however, around the time of the Mexican–American War, which raised the stakes by adding new territories primarily on the Southern side of the imaginary geographic divide. Congress opposed allowing slavery in these territories.

Before the Civil War, the number of immigrants arriving at Southern ports began to increase, although the North continued to receive the most immigrants. Hugenots[image: External link] were among the first settlers in Charleston, along with the largest number of Hasidic Jews outside of New York City[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] Numerous Irish immigrants settled in New Orleans, establishing a distinct ethnic enclave[image: External link] now known as the Irish Channel[image: External link]. Germans also went to New Orleans and its environs, resulting in a large area north of the city (along the Mississippi) becoming known as the German Coast; however, still greater numbers immigrated to Texas (especially after 1848), where many bought land and were farmers. Many more German immigrants arrived in Texas after the Civil War, where they created the brewing industry in Houston and elsewhere, became grocers in numerous cities, and also established wide areas of farming.

By 1840, New Orleans[image: External link] was the wealthiest city in the country and the third largest in population. The success of the city was based on the growth of international trade associated with products being shipped to and from the interior of the country down the Mississippi River. New Orleans also had the largest slave market in the country, as traders brought slaves by ship and overland to sell to planters across the Deep South. The city was a cosmopolitan port with a variety of jobs that attracted more immigrants than other areas of the South.[59] Because of lack of investment, however, construction of railroads to span the region lagged behind the North. People relied most heavily on river traffic for getting their crops to market and for transportation.
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Main articles: American Civil War and Confederate States of America[image: External link]


By 1856, the South had lost control of Congress, and was no longer able to silence calls for an end to slavery—which came mostly from the more populated, free states[image: External link] of the North. The Republican Party, founded in 1854, pledged to stop the spread of slavery beyond those states where it already existed. After Abraham Lincoln was elected the first Republican president in 1860, seven cotton states declared their secession and formed the Confederate States of America[image: External link] before Lincoln was inaugurated. The United States government, both outgoing and incoming, refused to recognize the Confederacy, and when the new Confederate President Jefferson Davis[image: External link] ordered his troops to open fire on Fort Sumter[image: External link] in April 1861, there was an overwhelming demand, North and South, for war. Only the state of Kentucky attempted to remain neutral, and it could only do so briefly. When Lincoln called for troops to suppress what he referred to as "combinations too powerful to be suppressed by the ordinary" judicial or martial means,[60] four more states decided to secede and join the Confederacy (which then moved its capital to Richmond, Virginia). Although the Confederacy had large supplies of captured munitions and many volunteers, it was slower than the Union in dealing with the border states. By March 1862, the Union largely controlled Maryland, West Virginia, Kentucky and Missouri, had shut down all commercial traffic from all Confederate ports, had prevented European recognition of the Confederate government, and was poised to seize New Orleans.

In the four years of war 1861–65 the South was the primary battleground, with all but two of the major battles taking place on Southern soil. Union forces relentlessly squeezed the Confederacy, controlling the border states in 1861, the Tennessee River, the Cumberland River and New Orleans in 1862, and the Mississippi River in 1863. In the East, however, the Confederate Army under Robert E. Lee[image: External link] beat off attack after attack in its defense of their capital at Richmond. But when Lee tried to move north, he was repulsed (and nearly captured) at Sharpsburg (1862) and Gettysburg (1863).

The Confederacy had the resources for a short war, but was unable to finance or supply a longer war. It reversed the traditional low-tariff policy of the South by imposing a new 15% tax on all imports from the Union. The Union[image: External link] blockade stopped most commerce from entering the South, and smugglers avoided the tax, so the Confederate tariff produced too little revenue to finance the war. Inflated currency was the solution, but that created distrust of the Richmond government. Because of low investment in railroads, the Southern transportation system depended primarily on river and coastal traffic by boat; both were shut down by the Union Navy[image: External link]. The small railroad system virtually collapsed, so that by 1864 internal travel was so difficult that the Confederate economy was crippled.

The Confederate cause was hopeless by the time Atlanta fell and William T. Sherman[image: External link] marched through Georgia in late 1864, but the rebels fought on, refusing to give up their independence until Lee's army surrendered in April 1865. All the Confederate forces surrendered, and the region moved into the Reconstruction Era.

The South suffered much more than the North overall, as the Union strategy of attrition warfare meant that Lee could not replace his casualties, and the total war waged by Sherman, Sheridan and other Union armies devastated the infrastructure and caused widespread poverty and distress. The Confederacy suffered military losses of 95,000 men killed in action and 165,000 who died of disease, for a total of 260,000,[61] out of a total white Southern population at the time of around 5.5 million.[62] Based on 1860 census figures, 8% of all white males aged 13 to 43 died in the war, including 6% in the North and about 18% in the South.[63] Northern military casualties exceeded Southern casualties in absolute numbers, but were two-thirds smaller in terms of proportion of the population affected.
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Main articles: Reconstruction Era, Disenfranchisement after the Reconstruction Era[image: External link], and Voting rights in the United States[image: External link]


After the Civil War, the South was devastated in terms of population, infrastructure[image: External link] and economy. Because of states' reluctance to grant voting rights to freedmen, Congress instituted Reconstruction governments. It established military districts and governors to rule over the South until new governments could be established. Many white Southerners who had actively supported the Confederacy were temporarily disenfranchised. Rebuilding was difficult as people grappled with the effects of a new labor economy of a free market in the midst of a widespread agricultural depression. In addition, what limited infrastructure the South had was mostly destroyed by the war. At the same time, the North was rapidly industrializing. To avoid the social effects of the war, most of the Southern states initially passed black codes[image: External link]. Eventually, these were mostly legally nullified by federal law and anti-Confederate legislatures, which existed for a short time during Reconstruction.[64]

There were thousands of people on the move, as African Americans tried to reunite families separated by slaves sales, and sometimes migrated for better opportunities in towns or other states. Other freed people moved from plantation areas to cities or towns for a chance to get different jobs. At the same time, whites returned from refuges to reclaim plantations or town dwellings. In some areas, many whites returned to the land to farm for a while. Some freedpeople left the South altogether for states such as Ohio and Indiana, and later, Kansas. Thousands of others joined the migration to new opportunities in the Mississippi and Arkansas Delta bottomlands and Texas.

With passage of the 13th Amendment[image: External link] to the Constitution of the United States[image: External link] (which outlawed slavery), the 14th Amendment[image: External link] (which granted full U.S. citizenship to African Americans) and the 15th amendment[image: External link] (which extended the right to vote to African American males), African Americans in the South were made free citizens and were given the right to vote. Under Federal protection, white and black Republicans[image: External link] formed constitutional conventions and state governments. Among their accomplishments were creating the first public education systems in Southern states, and providing for welfare through orphanages, hospitals and similar institutions.

Northerners came south to participate in politics and business. Some were representatives of the Freedmen's Bureau[image: External link] and other agencies of Reconstruction; some were humanitarians[image: External link] with the intent to help black people. Some were adventurers who hoped to benefit themselves by questionable methods. They were all condemned with the pejorative term of carpetbagger[image: External link]. Some Southerners also took advantage of the disrupted environment and made money off various schemes, including bonds and financing for railroads.[65]

Secret vigilante[image: External link] organizations such as the Ku Klux Klan[image: External link]—an organization sworn to perpetuate white supremacy[image: External link]—had arisen quickly after the war's end and used lynching[image: External link], physical attacks, house burnings and other forms of intimidation to keep African Americans from exercising their political rights. Although the first Klan was disrupted by prosecution by the Federal government in the early 1870s, other groups persisted. By the mid-to-late-1870s, elite Southerners created increasing resistance to the altered social structure. Paramilitary organizations[image: External link] such as the White League[image: External link] in Louisiana[image: External link] (1874), the Red Shirts[image: External link] in Mississippi (1875) and rifle clubs, all "White Line" organizations, used organized violence against Republicans[image: External link], both black and white, to remove Republicans from political office, repress and bar black voting, and restore the Democratic Party[image: External link] to power.[66] In 1876 white Democrats regained power in most of the state legislatures. They began to pass laws designed to strip African Americans and poor whites[image: External link] from the voter registration rolls. The success of late-19th century interracial coalitions in several states inspired a reaction among some white Democrats, who worked harder to prevent both groups from voting.[67]

Despite discrimination, many blacks became property owners in areas that were still developing. For instance, 90% of the Mississippi's bottomlands were still frontier and undeveloped after the war. By the end of the century, two-thirds of the farmers in Mississippi's Delta bottomlands were black. They had cleared the land themselves and often made money in early years by selling off timber. Tens of thousands of migrants went to the Delta, both to work as laborers to clear timber for lumber companies, and many to develop their own farms.[68] By the end of the century, two-thirds of farm owners in the Delta bottomlands were black.[citation needed[image: External link]] However, the long agricultural depression, along with disenfranchisement and lack of access to credit, led to many blacks in the Delta losing their property by 1910 and becoming sharecroppers or landless workers over the following decade. More than two generations of free African Americans lost their stake in property.[69]

Nearly all Southerners, black and white, suffered as a result of the Civil War. Within a few years cotton production and harvest was back to pre-war levels, but low prices through much of the 19th century hampered recovery. They encouraged immigration by Chinese[image: External link] and Italian[image: External link] laborers into the Mississippi Delta. While the first Chinese entered as indentured laborers from Cuba, the majority came in the early 20th century. Neither group stayed long at rural farm labor.[70] The Chinese became merchants and established stores in small towns throughout the Delta, establishing a place between white and black.[71]

Migrations continued in the late 19th and early 20th centuries among both blacks and whites. In the last two decades of the 19th century about 141,000 blacks left the South, and more after 1900, totaling a loss of 537,000. After that the movement increased in what became known as the Great Migration from 1910 to 1940, and the Second Great Migration through 1970. Even more whites left the South, some going to California for opportunities and others heading to Northern industrial cities after 1900. Between 1880 and 1910, the loss of whites totaled 1,243,000.[72] Five million more left between 1940 and 1970.

From 1890 to 1908, ten of the eleven former Confederate states passed disfranchising[image: External link] constitutions or amendments that introduced voter registration barriers—such as poll taxes[image: External link], residency requirements and literacy tests[image: External link]—that were hard for many poor to meet. Most African Americans, Mexican Americans, and tens of thousands of poor whites were disfranchised, losing the vote for decades. In some states, grandfather clauses[image: External link] temporarily exempted white illiterates from literacy tests. The numbers of voters dropped drastically throughout the South as a result. This can be seen via the feature "Turnout in Presidential and Midterm Elections" at the University of Texas Politics: Barriers to Voting. Alabama, which had established universal white suffrage in 1819 when it became a state, also substantially reduced voting by poor whites.[73][74] Democrat[image: External link] controlled legislatures passed Jim Crow laws[image: External link] to segregate public facilities and services, including transportation.

While African Americans, poor whites and civil rights groups started litigation against such provisions in the early 20th century, for decades Supreme Court decisions overturning such provisions were rapidly followed by new state laws with new devices to restrict voting. Most blacks in the South could not vote until 1965, after passage of the Voting Rights Act and Federal enforcement to ensure people could register. Despite increases in the eligible voting population with the inclusion of women, blacks, and those eighteen and over throughout this period, southern turnout remained below the national average throughout the 20th century.[75] Not until the late 1960s did all American citizens regain protected civil rights by passage of legislation following the leadership of the American Civil Rights Movement[image: External link].
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 Late 19th and 20th century—industrialization and Great Migration




Main article: Great Migration (African American)[image: External link]


At the end of the 19th century, white Democrats in the South had created state constitutions that were hostile to industry and business development, with anti-industrial laws extensive from the time new constitutions were adopted in the 1890s.[76] Banking was limited,[ how?[image: External link]] as was access to credit. States persisted in agricultural economies.[citation needed[image: External link]] Especially in Alabama and Florida, rural minorities held control in many state legislatures long after population had shifted to industrializing cities, and legislators resisted business and modernising interests: Alabama refused to redistrict between 1901 and 1972, long after major population and economic shifts to cities. For decades Birmingham generated the majority of revenue for the state, for instance, but received little back in services or infrastructure.[77]

In the late 19th century, Texas rapidly expanded its railroad network, creating a network of cities connected on a radial plan and linked to the port of Galveston. It was the first state[citation needed[image: External link]]in which urban and economic development proceeded independently of rivers, the primary transportation network of the past. A reflection of increasing industry were strikes and labor unrest: "in 1885 Texas ranked ninth among forty states in number of workers involved in strikes (4,000); for the six-year period it ranked fifteenth. Seventy-five of the one hundred strikes, chiefly interstate strikes of telegraphers and railway workers, occurred in the year 1886."[78]

By 1890 Dallas[image: External link] became the largest city in Texas, and by 1900 it had a population of more than 42,000, which more than doubled to over 92,000 a decade later. Dallas was the harnessmaking capital of the world and a center of other manufacturing. As an example of its ambitions, in 1907 Dallas built the Praetorian Building, fifteen storeys tall and the first skyscraper west of the Mississippi, soon to be followed by other skyscrapers.[79] Texas was transformed by a railroad network linking five important cities, among them Houston with its nearby port at Galveston, Dallas, Fort Worth, San Antonio, and El Paso. Each exceeded fifty thousand in population by 1920, with the major cities having three times that population.[80]

Business interests were ignored by the Southern Democrat ruling class. Nonetheless, major new industries started developing in cities such as Atlanta, GA; Birmingham, AL; and Dallas, Fort Worth and Houston[image: External link], Texas. Growth began occurring at a geometric rate. Birmingham became a major steel producer and mining town, with major population growth in the early decades of the 20th century.

The first major oil well in the South was drilled at Spindletop[image: External link] near Beaumont, Texas[image: External link], on the morning of January 10, 1901. Other oil fields were later discovered nearby in Arkansas, Oklahoma, and under the Gulf of Mexico[image: External link]. The resulting "Oil Boom" permanently transformed the economy of the West South Central states and produced the most significant economic expansion after the Civil War.

In the early 20th century, invasion of the boll weevil[image: External link] devastated cotton crops in the South, producing an additional catalyst to African Americans' decisions to leave the South. From 1910 to 1940, and then from the 1940s to 1970, more than 6.5 million African Americans left the South in the Great Migration[image: External link] to northern and midwestern cities, defecting from persistent lynching[image: External link], violence, segregation[image: External link], poor education, and inability to vote. Black migration transformed many Northern cities, creating new cultures and music. Many African Americans, like other groups, became industrial workers; others started their own businesses within the communities. Southern whites also migrated to industrial cities, especially Chicago and Detroit, where they took jobs in the booming new auto industry.

Later, the Southern economy was dealt additional blows by the Great Depression and the Dust Bowl[image: External link]. After the Wall Street Crash of 1929[image: External link], the economy suffered significant reversals and millions were left unemployed. Beginning in 1934 and lasting until 1939, an ecological disaster of severe wind and drought[image: External link] caused an exodus from Texas and Arkansas, the Oklahoma Panhandle[image: External link] region, and the surrounding plains, in which over 500,000 Americans[image: External link] were homeless, hungry and jobless.[81] Thousands left the region forever to seek economic opportunities along the West Coast.

President Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link] noted the South as the "number one priority" in terms of need of assistance during the Great Depression. His administration created programs such as the Tennessee Valley Authority[image: External link] in 1933 to provide rural electrification and stimulate development. Locked into low-productivity agriculture, the region's growth was slowed by limited industrial development, low levels of entrepreneurship, and the lack of capital investment.

World War II marked a time of change in the South as new industries and military bases were developed by the Federal government, providing badly needed capital and infrastructure in many regions. People from all parts of the US came to the South for military training and work in the region's many bases and new industries. Farming shifted from cotton and tobacco to include soybeans[image: External link], corn[image: External link], and other foods.

Industrial growth increased in the 1960s and greatly accelerated into the 1980s and 1990s. Several large urban areas in Texas, Georgia, and Florida grew to over four million people. Rapid expansion in industries such as autos, telecommunications, textiles, technology, banking, and aviation gave some states in the South an industrial strength to rival large states elsewhere in the country. By the 2000 census, the South (along with the West) was leading the nation in population growth. However, with this growth has come long commute times and air pollution problems in cities such as Dallas, Houston, Atlanta, Austin, Charlotte, and others that rely on sprawling development and highway networks.
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 Modern economy




In the late 20th century, the South changed dramatically. It saw a boom in its service economy[image: External link], manufacturing base, high technology industries, and the financial sector. Texas in particular witnessed dramatic growth and population change with the dominance of the energy industry. Tourism in Florida and along the Gulf Coast grew steadily throughout the last decades of the 20th century.

Numerous new automobile production plants have opened in the region, or are soon to open, such as Mercedes-Benz[image: External link] in Tuscaloosa, Alabama[image: External link]; Hyundai[image: External link] in Montgomery, Alabama[image: External link]; the BMW[image: External link] production plant in Spartanburg, South Carolina[image: External link]; Toyota[image: External link] plants in Georgetown, Kentucky[image: External link], Blue Springs, Mississippi[image: External link] and San Antonio[image: External link]; the GM[image: External link] manufacturing plant in Spring Hill, Tennessee[image: External link]; a Honda[image: External link] factory in Lincoln, Alabama[image: External link]; the Nissan[image: External link] North American headquarters in Franklin, Tennessee[image: External link] and factories in Smyrna, Tennessee[image: External link] and Canton, Mississippi[image: External link]; a Kia[image: External link] factory in West Point, Georgia[image: External link]; and the Volkswagen Chattanooga Assembly Plant[image: External link] in Tennessee.

The two largest research parks in the country are located in the South: Research Triangle Park[image: External link] in North Carolina (the world's largest) and the Cummings Research Park[image: External link] in Huntsville, Alabama[image: External link] (the world's fourth largest).

In medicine, the Texas Medical Center in Houston has achieved international recognition in education, research, and patient care, especially in the fields of heart disease, cancer, and rehabilitation. In 1994 the Texas Medical Center was the largest medical center in the world including fourteen hospitals, two medical schools, four colleges of nursing, and six university systems.[82] The University of Texas M.D. Anderson Cancer Center is consistently ranked the #1 cancer research and treatment center in the United States.[83]

Many major banking corporations have headquarters in the region. Bank of America[image: External link] is in Charlotte, North Carolina[image: External link]. Wachovia[image: External link] was headquartered there before its purchase by Wells Fargo[image: External link]. Regions Financial Corporation[image: External link] is in Birmingham[image: External link], as is AmSouth Bancorporation[image: External link], and BBVA Compass[image: External link]. SunTrust Banks[image: External link] is located in Atlanta[image: External link] as is the district headquarters of the Federal Reserve Bank of Atlanta[image: External link]. BB&T[image: External link] is headquartered in Winston-Salem[image: External link].

Many corporations are headquartered in Atlanta and its surrounding area, such as The Coca-Cola Company[image: External link], Delta Air Lines[image: External link], and The Home Depot[image: External link], and also to many cable television networks, such as the Turner Broadcasting System[image: External link] ( CNN[image: External link], TBS[image: External link], TNT[image: External link], Turner South[image: External link], Cartoon Network[image: External link]), and The Weather Channel[image: External link]. In recent years some southern states, most notably Texas, have lured companies with lower tax burdens and lower cost of living for their workforce. Today, the states with the most Fortune 500 companies include California, New York, and Texas; closely mirroring the economic and population resources of those states.[84]

This economic expansion has enabled parts of the South to report some of the lowest unemployment rates in the United States.[85] But in the U.S. top ten of poorest big cities, the South is represented in the rankings by two cities: Miami[image: External link], Florida and Memphis, Tennessee[image: External link].[86] In 2011, nine out of ten poorest states were in the South.[87]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Education




Southern public schools[image: External link] in the past ranked in the lower half of some national surveys.[88] When allowance for race is considered, a 2007 US Government list of test scores often shows white fourth and eighth graders performing better than average for reading and math; while black fourth and eighth graders also performed better than average.[89] This comparison does not hold across the board. Mississippi scores lower than average no matter how the statistics are compared. However, newer data suggests that education in the south is on par with the nation, with 72% of high schoolers graduating compared to 73% nationwide.[90] Southern education is also unique in that it is the only region in the West where school corporal punishment[image: External link] is legal and commonly practiced in public schools; virtually all paddling[image: External link] in the United States occurs at Southern schools.[91]
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 Culture




Main article: Culture of the Southern United States[image: External link]


Several Southern states (Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia) were British colonies that sent delegates to sign the Declaration of Independence and then fought against the government along with the Northern colonies during the Revolutionary War. The basis for much Southern culture derives from the pride in these states being among the 13 original colonies, and from the fact that much of the population of the South has strong ancestral links to Colonists who emigrated west. Southern manners and customs reflect the relationship with England and Africa that was held by the early population, with some influences being provided by the Native American populations of the area.[92]

Overall, the South has had lower percentages of high school graduates, lower housing values, lower household incomes, and lower cost of living than the rest of the United States.[93] These factors, combined with the fact that Southerners have continued to maintain strong loyalty to family ties, has led some sociologists to label white Southerners[image: External link] an ethnic or quasi-ethnic group,[94][95] though this interpretation has been subject to criticism on the grounds that proponents of the view do not satisfactorily indicate how Southerners meet the criteria of ethnicity.[96]

The predominant culture of the South has its origins with the settlement of the region by large groups of Northern English[image: External link], Scots lowlanders[image: External link] and Ulster-Scots[image: External link] (later called the Scotch-Irish[image: External link]) who settled in Appalachia[image: External link] and the Piedmont[image: External link] in the 18th century, and from parts of southern England[image: External link] such as East Anglia[image: External link], Kent[image: External link] and the West Country[image: External link] in the 17th century,[97] and the many African slaves who were part of the Southern economy. African-American descendants of the slaves brought into the South compose the United States' second-largest racial minority, accounting for 12.1 percent of the total population according to the 2000 census. Despite Jim Crow[image: External link] era outflow to the North[image: External link], the majority of the black population remains concentrated in the Southern states, and has heavily contributed to the cultural blend (Christianity, foods, art, music (see spiritual[image: External link], blues[image: External link], jazz[image: External link] and rock and roll[image: External link])) that characterize Southern culture today.

In previous censuses, the largest ancestry group identified by Southerners was English[image: External link] or mostly English,[49][98][99] with 19,618,370 self-reporting "English" as an ancestry on the 1980 census, followed by 12,709,872 listing " Irish[image: External link]" and 11,054,127 "Afro-American".[49][98][99] Almost a third of all Americans who claim English ancestry can be found in the American South, and over a quarter of all Southerners claim English descent as well.[100] The South also continues to have the highest percentage of African Americans in the country, due to the history of slavery.
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 Religion




The South has been a stronghold[image: External link] of evangelical Protestantism[image: External link][101] Although the upper class In Virginia and South Carolina was Anglican, The First Great Awakening[image: External link] and the Second Great Awakening[image: External link] from about 1742 about 1850 generated large numbers of Methodists and Baptists.[102] By 1900, the Southern Baptist Convention[image: External link] had become numerically largest group, especially in rural areas and remain so.[103][104] followed by Methodists[image: External link], with other denominations found throughout the region. Roman Catholics[image: External link] historically were concentrated in Maryland, Louisiana, and Hispanic areas such as South Texas and South Florida and along the Gulf Coast. The great majority of black Southerners are Baptist or Methodist.[105] Statistics show that Southern states have the highest religious attendance figures of any region in the United States.[106]

Pentecostalism has been strong across the South since the late 19th century.[107]
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 Sports
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 American football




American football, especially at the college and high school level, is by far the most popular team sport in most areas of the Southern United States.

The region is home to numerous decorated and historic college football programs, particularly in the Southeastern Conference[image: External link] (known as the "SEC"), Atlantic Coast Conference[image: External link] (known as the "ACC"), and the Big 12 Conference[image: External link]. The SEC, consisting entirely of teams based in Southern states, is widely considered to be the strongest league in contemporary college football and includes the Alabama Crimson Tide[image: External link], the program with the most national championships in the sport's history. The sport is also highly competitive and has a spectator following at the high school level[image: External link], particularly in rural areas where high school football games often serve as prominent community gatherings.

Though not as popular on a wider basis as the collegiate game, professional football also has a growing tradition in the Southern United States. Before league expansion began in the 1960s, the only established professional team based in the South was the Washington Redskins[image: External link], who still retain a large following in many pockets of the region. Later on, the merger-era National Football League[image: External link] began to expand into the football-crazed Deep South in the 1960s with franchises like the Atlanta Falcons[image: External link], New Orleans Saints[image: External link], Houston Oilers[image: External link], Miami Dolphins[image: External link], and most prominently the Dallas Cowboys[image: External link], who overtook Washington as the region's most popular team and eventually became widely considered the most popular team in the United States. In later decades, NFL expansion into Southern states continued, with the Tampa Bay Buccaneers[image: External link], Jacksonville Jaguars[image: External link], and Carolina Panthers[image: External link] added to the league, while the Houston Oilers were replaced by the Houston Texans[image: External link] after the Oilers relocated to Nashville[image: External link] to become the Tennessee Titans[image: External link].



	Rank
	Team
	Sport
	League
	Attendance

(avg/game)[108]



	1
	Texas A&M Aggies[image: External link]
	Football[image: External link]
	NCAA ( SEC[image: External link])
	105,123



	2
	LSU Tigers[image: External link]
	Football
	NCAA (SEC)
	101,723



	3
	Alabama Crimson Tide[image: External link]
	Football
	NCAA (SEC)
	101,534



	4
	Tennessee Volunteers[image: External link]
	Football
	NCAA (SEC)
	99,754



	5
	Texas Longhorns[image: External link]
	Football
	NCAA (Big 12[image: External link])
	94,103



	6
	Georgia Bulldogs[image: External link]
	Football
	NCAA (SEC)
	92,746



	7
	Dallas Cowboys[image: External link]
	Football
	NFL[image: External link]
	90,069



	8
	Auburn Tigers[image: External link]
	Football
	NCAA (SEC)
	87,451



	9
	Florida Gators[image: External link]
	Football
	NCAA (SEC)
	85,834



	10
	Oklahoma Sooners[image: External link]
	Football
	NCAA (Big 12)
	85,162



	11
	Florida State Seminoles[image: External link]
	Football
	NCAA ( ACC[image: External link])
	82,211



	12
	Clemson Tigers[image: External link]
	Football
	NCAA (ACC)
	81,752



	13
	South Carolina Gamecocks[image: External link]
	Football
	NCAA (SEC)
	81,381



	14
	Arkansas Razorbacks[image: External link]
	Football
	NCAA (SEC)
	66,521



	15
	Carolina Panthers[image: External link]
	Football
	NFL[image: External link]
	74,056



	16
	Ole Miss Rebels[image: External link]
	Football
	NCAA (SEC)
	61,547



	17
	Virginia Tech Hokies[image: External link]
	Football
	NCAA (ACC)
	61,157



	18
	Mississippi State Bulldogs[image: External link]
	Football
	NCAA (SEC)
	61,127



	19
	Texas Tech Red Raiders[image: External link]
	Football
	NCAA (Big 12)
	58,934



	20
	Kentucky Wildcats[image: External link]
	Football
	NCAA (SEC)
	57,572
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 Baseball




Baseball has been played in the Southern United States since at least the years leading up to the American Civil War. It was traditionally more popular than American football until the 1980s, and still accounts for the largest annual attendance amongst sports played in the South. The first mention of a baseball team in Houston was on April 11, 1861.[109][110] 19th century and early 20th century games were common, especially once the professional leagues such as the Texas League[image: External link], the Dixie League[image: External link], and the Southern League[image: External link] were organized.

The short-lived Louisville Colonels[image: External link] were a part of the early National League[image: External link] and American Association[image: External link], but ceased to exist in 1899. The first Southern Major League Baseball team after the Colonels appeared in 1962 when the Houston Colt .45s (known today as the Houston Astros[image: External link]) were enfranchised. Later, the Atlanta Braves[image: External link] came in 1966, followed by the Texas Rangers[image: External link] in 1972, and finally the Miami Marlins[image: External link] and Tampa Bay Rays[image: External link] in the 1990s.

College baseball appears to be more well attended in the Southern U.S. than elsewhere, as teams like Arkansas[image: External link], LSU[image: External link], Virginia[image: External link], Mississippi State[image: External link], Ole Miss[image: External link], South Carolina[image: External link], and Texas[image: External link] are commonly at the top of the NCAA[image: External link]'s attendance.[111] The South generally produces very successful collegiate baseball teams as well, with Virginia, Vanderbilt, LSU, and South Carolina winning recent College World Series Titles.

The following is a list of best-attended baseball teams in the Southern U.S.:



	Rank
	Team
	League
	2014 overall

annual attendance[112]



	1
	Texas Rangers[image: External link]
	American League[image: External link]
	2,718,733



	2
	Baltimore Orioles[image: External link]
	American League
	2,464,473



	3
	Atlanta Braves[image: External link]
	National League[image: External link]
	2,354,305



	4
	Houston Astros[image: External link]
	American League
	1,751,829



	5
	Miami Marlins[image: External link]
	National League
	1,732,283
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 Auto racing




The Southern states are commonly associated with stock car racing[image: External link] and its most prominent competition NASCAR[image: External link], which is based in Charlotte, North Carolina[image: External link]. The sport was developed in the Deep South in the early 20th century, with stock car racing's historic mecca being Daytona Beach, Florida[image: External link], where cars initially raced on the wide, flat beachfront before the construction of Daytona International Speedway[image: External link]. Though the sport has attained a following throughout the United States, a majority of NASCAR races continue to take place at Southern tracks.
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 Basketball




Basketball[image: External link] is very popular throughout the Southern United States as both a recreational and spectator sport, particularly in the states of North Carolina and Kentucky which are home to several historically prominent college basketball[image: External link] programs. Prominent NBA[image: External link] teams based in the South include the Houston Rockets[image: External link], San Antonio Spurs[image: External link], Oklahoma City Thunder[image: External link], Dallas Mavericks[image: External link], Washington Wizards[image: External link], Charlotte Hornets[image: External link], Atlanta Hawks[image: External link], Memphis Grizzlies[image: External link], New Orleans Pelicans[image: External link], and the Miami Heat[image: External link].
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 Golf




Golf[image: External link] is a popular recreational sport in most areas of the South, with the region's warm climate allowing it to host many professional tournaments and numerous destination golf resorts, particularly in the state of Florida[image: External link]. The region is home to The Masters[image: External link], an elite invitational competition played at Augusta National Golf Club[image: External link] in Augusta, Georgia[image: External link], which has become one of the professional game's most important tournaments.
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 Soccer




In recent decades association football[image: External link], known in the South as in the rest of the United States as "soccer", has become a popular sport at youth and collegiate levels throughout the region. The game has been historically widespread at the college level in the Atlantic coast states of Maryland, Virginia, and the Carolinas, which contain many of the nation's most successful college soccer programs.

The establishment of Major League Soccer[image: External link] has led to professional soccer clubs in the Southern cities including FC Dallas[image: External link], Houston Dynamo[image: External link], Orlando City[image: External link], and Atlanta United[image: External link]. The current United States third division soccer league, the United Soccer League[image: External link], was initially geographically based in the coastal Southeast around clubs in Charleston, Richmond, Charlotte, Wilmington, Raleigh, Virginia Beach, and Atlanta.
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 Health




Nine Southern states have obesity rates exceeding thirty percent of the population, the highest in the country: Mississippi, Louisiana, West Virginia, Alabama, Oklahoma, Arkansas, South Carolina, Kentucky, and Texas.[113][114] Rates for hypertension and diabetes for these states are also the highest in the nation.[114] A study reported that six Southern states have the worst incidence of sleep disturbances in the nation, attributing the disturbances to high rates of obesity and smoking.[115] The South has a higher percentage of obese people[116] and diabetics.[117] It has the largest number of people dying from stroke.[118] The South has the highest rates of cognitive decline[image: External link].[119] Life expectancy is lower and death rates higher in the South than in the other regions of the country for all racial groups.[120][121] This disparity reflects substantial divergence between the South and other regions since the middle of the 20th century.[122]

The East South Central Census Division of the United States (made up of Kentucky, Tennessee, Mississippi, and Alabama) had the highest rate of inpatient hospital stays in 2012. The other divisions, West South Central (Texas, Oklahoma, Arkansas, and Louisiana) and South Atlantic (West Virginia, Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia, and Florida) ranked seventh and fifth, respectively.[123] The South had a significantly higher rate of hospital discharges in 2005 than other regions of the United States, but the rate had declined to be closer to the overall national rate by 2011.[124]

For cancer in a region, the South, particularly an axis from West Virginia through Texas, leads the nation in adult obesity, adult smoking, low exercise, low fruit consumption, low vegetable consumption, all known cancer risk factors,[125] which matches a similar high risk axis in "All Cancers Combined, Death Rates by State, 2011" from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.[126]
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 Politics




Main article: Politics of the Southern United States[image: External link]


In the first decades after Reconstruction, when white Democrats regained power in the state legislatures, they began to make voter registration more complicated, to reduce black voting.[citation needed[image: External link]] With a combination of intimidation, fraud and violence by paramilitary groups, they suppressed black voting and turned Republicans out of office. From 1890 to 1908, ten of eleven states ratified new constitutions or amendments that effectively disenfranchised most black voters and many poor white voters. This disfranchisement persisted for six decades into the 20th century, depriving blacks and poor whites of all political representation. Because they could not vote, they could not sit on juries. They had no one to represent their interests, resulting in state legislatures consistently underfunding programs and services, such as schools, for blacks and poor whites.[127]

With the collapse of the Republican Party in nearly all parts of the South, the region became known as the “Solid South[image: External link]”, and the Democratic Party after 1900 moved to a system of primaries to select their candidates. Victory in a primary was tantamount to election[image: External link]. From the late 1870s to the 1960s, only rarely was a state or national Southern politician a Republican, apart from a few Appalachian mountain districts.[128][129] Republicans, however, continued to control parts of the Appalachian Mountains and compete for power in the Border States. Apart from a few states (such as the Byrd Machine[image: External link] in Virginia, the Crump[image: External link] Machine[image: External link] in Memphis), and a few other local organizations, the Democratic Party itself was very lightly organized. It managed primaries but party officials had little other role. To be successful a politician built his own network of friends, neighbors and allies. Reelection was the norm, and the result from 1910 to the late 20th century was that Southern Democrats in Congress had accumulated seniority, and automatically took the chairmanships of all committees.[130] By the 1940s the Supreme Court began to find disfranchisement measures like the “grandfather clause” and the white primary unconstitutional. Southern legislatures quickly passed other measures to keep blacks disfranchised, even after suffrage was extended more widely to poor whites. Because white Democrats controlled all the Southern seats in Congress they had outsize power in Congress and could sidetrack or filibuster[image: External link] efforts by Northerners to pass legislation against lynching, for example.

Increasing support for civil rights legislation by the national Democratic Party beginning in 1948 caused segregationist Southern Democrats to nominate Strom Thurmond[image: External link] on a third-party “Dixiecrat” ticket in 1948. These Dixiecrats returned to the party by 1950, but Southern Democrats held off Republican inroads in the suburbs by arguing that only they could defend the region from the onslaught of northern liberals and the civil rights movement[image: External link]. In response to the Brown v. Board of Education[image: External link] ruling of 1954, 101 Southern congressmen (19 senators, 82 House members of which 99 were Southern Democrats and 2 were Republicans) in 1956 denounced the Brown decisions as a "clear abuse of judicial power [that] climaxes a trend in the federal judiciary undertaking to legislate in derogation of the authority of Congress and to encroach upon the reserved rights of the states and the people." The manifesto lauded, “...those states which have declared the intention to resist enforced integration by any lawful means”. It was signed by all Southern senators except Majority Leader Lyndon B. Johnson[image: External link], and Tennessee senators Albert Gore, Sr.[image: External link] and Estes Kefauver[image: External link]. Virginia closed schools in Warren County, Prince Edward County[image: External link], Charlottesville[image: External link], and Norfolk[image: External link] rather than integrate, but no other state followed suit. Democratic governors Orval Faubus[image: External link] of Arkansas, Ross Barnett[image: External link] of Mississippi, John Connally[image: External link] of Texas, Lester Maddox[image: External link] of Georgia, and, especially, George Wallace[image: External link] of Alabama resisted integration and appealed to a rural and blue-collar[image: External link] electorate.[131]

The northern Democrats’ support of civil rights issues culminated when Democratic President Lyndon B. Johnson[image: External link] signed into law the Civil Rights Act of 1964[image: External link] and the Voting Rights Act of 1965[image: External link], which ended legal segregation and provided federal enforcement of voting rights for blacks. In the presidential election of 1964[image: External link], Barry Goldwater[image: External link]’s only electoral victories outside his home state of Arizona[image: External link] were in the states of the Deep South[image: External link] where few blacks could vote before the 1965 Voting Rights Act.[132]

Pockets of resistance to integration in public places broke out in violence during the 1960s by the shadowy Ku Klux Klan[image: External link], which caused a backlash among moderates.[133] Major resistance to school busing extending into the 1970s.[134]

National Republicans such as Richard Nixon[image: External link] began to develop their Southern strategy[image: External link] to attract conservative white Southerners, especially the middle class and suburban voters, in addition to migrants from the North and traditional GOP pockets in Appalachia. The transition to a Republican stronghold in the South took decades. First, the states started voting Republican in presidential elections, except for native sons Jimmy Carter[image: External link] in 1976 and Bill Clinton[image: External link] in 1992 and 1996. Then the states began electing Republican senators and finally governors. Georgia was the last state to do so, with Sonny Perdue[image: External link] taking the governorship in 2002.[135] In addition to its middle class and business base, Republicans cultivated the religious right and attracted strong majorities from the evangelical or Fundamentalist vote, mostly Southern Baptists, which had not been a distinct political force prior to 1980.[136]

After the 2012 elections, the eleven states of the former Confederacy were represented by 98 Republicans, 40 Democrats.[137]
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 Presidents from the South




The South produced nine of the first twelve Presidents prior to the Civil War. For more than a century after the Civil War, no politician from an antebellum slave state became President unless he either moved North (like Woodrow Wilson[image: External link]) or was vice president when the president died in office (like Andrew Johnson[image: External link], Harry Truman[image: External link] and Lyndon B. Johnson[image: External link]). In 1976, Jimmy Carter[image: External link] defied this trend and became the first Southerner to break the pattern since Zachary Taylor[image: External link] in 1848. The South has produced five of the last nine American Presidents: Lyndon B. Johnson[image: External link] (1963–69), Jimmy Carter[image: External link] (1977–81), George H. W. Bush[image: External link] (1989–93), Bill Clinton[image: External link] (1993–2001) and George W. Bush[image: External link] (2001–2009). Johnson was a native of Texas, while Carter is from Georgia, and Clinton from Arkansas. George H.W. and George W. Bush are from Texas, although born in New England.
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 Other politicians and political movements




The South has produced various nationally known politicians and political movements. In 1948, a group of Democratic congressmen, led by Governor Strom Thurmond[image: External link] of South Carolina, split from the Democrats in reaction to an anti-segregation speech given by Minneapolis[image: External link] mayor and future senator Hubert Humphrey[image: External link] of Minnesota. They founded the States Rights Democratic or Dixiecrat[image: External link] Party. During that year’s Presidential election, the party ran Thurmond as its candidate and he carried four Deep South states.

In the 1968 Presidential election[image: External link], Alabama Governor George C. Wallace[image: External link] ran for President on the American Independent Party[image: External link] ticket. Wallace ran a “law and order” campaign similar to that of Republican candidate, Richard Nixon[image: External link]. Nixon’s Southern Strategy[image: External link] of gaining electoral votes downplayed race issues and focused on culturally conservative values, such as family issues, patriotism, and cultural issues that appealed to Southern Baptists[image: External link].

In the 1994 mid-term elections[image: External link], another Southern politician, Newt Gingrich[image: External link], led the Republican Revolution[image: External link], ushering in twelve years of GOP control of the House. Gingrich became Speaker of the United States House of Representatives in 1995 and served until his resignation in 1999. Tom DeLay[image: External link] was the most powerful Republican leader in Congress[citation needed[image: External link]] until he was indicted under criminal charges in 2005 and was forced to step aside by Republican rules.[citation needed[image: External link]] Apart from Bob Dole of Kansas (1985–96), the recent Republican Senate leaders have been Southerners: Howard Baker[image: External link] (1981–85) of Tennessee, Trent Lott[image: External link] (1996–2003) of Mississippi, Bill Frist[image: External link] (2003–2006) of Tennessee, and Mitch McConnell[image: External link] (2007–present) of Kentucky.

The Republicans candidates for President have won the South in elections since 1972[image: External link], except for 1976[image: External link]. However, the region is not entirely monolithic, and every successful Democratic candidate since 1976 has claimed at least three Southern states. Barack Obama[image: External link] won Florida, Maryland, Delaware, North Carolina, and Virginia in 2008 but did not repeat his victory in North Carolina during his 2012 reelection campaign.[138]
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 Race relations




Main article: Racism in the United States
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 Native Americans




Native Americans[image: External link] had lived in the south for nearly 12,000 years. They were defeated by settlers in a series of wars ending in the War of 1812 and the Seminole Wars[image: External link], and most were removed west to Indian Territory (now Oklahoma and Kansas). However large numbers of Native Americans managed to stay behind by blending into the surrounding society. This was especially true of the wives of Euro-American merchants and miners.
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 Civil rights




The South witnessed two major events in the lives of 20th century African Americans: the Great Migration[image: External link] and the American Civil Rights Movement[image: External link].

The Great Migration began during World War I, hitting its high point during World War II. During this migration, blacks left the South to find work in Northern factories and other sectors of the economy.[139]

The migration also empowered the growing Civil Rights Movement. While the movement existed in all parts of the United States, its focus was against disfranchisement and the Jim Crow laws in the South. Most of the major events in the movement occurred in the South, including the Montgomery Bus Boycott[image: External link], the Mississippi Freedom Summer[image: External link], the March on Selma, Alabama[image: External link], and the assassination of Martin Luther King, Jr.[image: External link]. In addition, some of the most important writings to come out of the movement were written in the South, such as King's "Letter from Birmingham Jail[image: External link]". Most of the civil rights landmarks can be found around the South. The Martin Luther King, Jr., National Historic Site[image: External link] in Atlanta includes a museum that chronicles the American Civil Rights Movement as well as Martin Luther King, Jr.'s boyhood home on Auburn Avenue. Additionally, Ebenezer Baptist Church[image: External link] is located in the Sweet Auburn district as is the King Center, location of Martin Luther and Coretta Scott King's gravesites.

The Civil Rights Movement ended Jim Crow laws across the South. A second migration appears to be underway, with African Americans from the North moving to the South[image: External link] in record numbers.[140] While race relations are still a contentious issue in the South, the region surpasses the rest of the country in many areas of integration and racial equality. According to 2003 report by researchers at the University of Wisconsin–Milwaukee[image: External link], Virginia Beach[image: External link], Charlotte[image: External link], Nashville-Davidson[image: External link], and Jacksonville[image: External link] were the four most integrated of the nation's fifty largest cities, with Memphis[image: External link] at number six.[141] Southern states tend to have a low disparity in incarceration rates between blacks and whites relative to the rest of the country.[142]
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 Symbolism




Some Southerners use the Confederate flag[image: External link] to identify themselves with the South, states' rights and Southern tradition. Groups, such as the League of the South[image: External link], have a high regard for the secession movement of 1860, citing a desire to protect and defend Southern heritage.[143] Numerous political battles have erupted over flying the Confederate flag over state capitols, and the naming of public buildings or highways after Confederate leaders, the prominence of certain statues, and the everyday display of Confederate insignia.[144]

Other symbols of the South include the Bonnie Blue Flag[image: External link], magnolia[image: External link] trees, and the song " Dixie[image: External link]".[145]
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 Major cities




The South was heavily rural as late as the 1940s, but now the population is increasingly concentrated in metropolitan areas. The following tables show the twenty largest cities, metropolitan, and combined statistical areas in the South. Houston[image: External link] is the largest city in the South.



	Rank
	City
	State(s)
	Population

(2016 est.)[146]



	1
	Houston[image: External link]
	TX
	2,303,482



	2
	San Antonio[image: External link]
	TX
	1,492,510



	3
	Dallas[image: External link]
	TX
	1,317,929



	4
	Austin[image: External link]
	TX
	947,890



	5
	Jacksonville[image: External link]
	FL[image: External link]
	880,619



	6
	Fort Worth[image: External link]
	TX
	854,113



	7
	Charlotte[image: External link]
	NC
	842,051



	8
	El Paso[image: External link]
	TX
	683,080



	9
	Washington
	DC
	681,170



	10
	Nashville[image: External link]
	TN
	660,388



	11
	Memphis[image: External link]
	TN
	652,717



	12
	Oklahoma City[image: External link]
	OK
	638,367



	13
	Louisville[image: External link]
	KY
	616,261



	14
	Baltimore[image: External link]
	MD
	614,664



	15
	Atlanta[image: External link]
	GA
	472,522



	16
	Raleigh[image: External link]
	NC
	458,880



	17
	Miami[image: External link]
	FL[image: External link]
	453,579



	18
	Virginia Beach[image: External link]
	VA[image: External link]
	452,602



	19
	Tulsa[image: External link]
	OK
	403,090



	20
	Arlington[image: External link]
	TX
	392,772





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Major metropolitan areas






	Rank
	Metropolitan Statistical Area
	State(s)
	Population

(2016 est.)[147]



	1
	Dallas–Fort Worth–Arlington[image: External link]
	TX
	7,233,323



	2
	Houston–The Woodlands–Sugar Land
	TX
	6,772,470



	3
	Washington metropolitan area[image: External link]
	VA[image: External link]–MD-WV-DC
	6,131,977



	4
	Miami-Fort Lauderdale-Pompano Beach[image: External link]
	FL[image: External link]
	6,066,387



	5
	Atlanta-Sandy Springs-Marietta
	GA
	5,789,700



	6
	Tampa–St. Petersburg–Clearwater
	FL[image: External link]
	3,032,171



	7
	Baltimore–Towson[image: External link]
	MD
	2,798,886



	8
	Charlotte–Gastonia–Rock Hill-Concord
	NC– SC[image: External link]
	2,474,314



	9
	Orlando–Kissimmee–Sanford
	FL[image: External link]
	2,441,257



	10
	San Antonio-New Braunfels
	TX
	2,429,609



	11
	Cincinnati-Northern Kentucky[image: External link]*[148]
	OH-IN-KY
	2,165,139



	12
	Austin–Round Rock-San Marcos
	TX
	2,056,405



	13
	Nashville-Davidson–Murfreesboro–Franklin[image: External link]
	TN
	1,865,298



	14
	Virginia Beach–Norfolk–Newport News
	VA[image: External link]–NC
	1,726,907



	15
	Jacksonville[image: External link]
	FL[image: External link]
	1,478,212



	16
	Oklahoma City
	OK[image: External link]
	1,373,211



	17
	Memphis-Forrest City
	TN–MS–AR
	1,342,842



	18
	Raleigh[image: External link]
	NC
	1,302,946



	19
	Louisville–Jefferson County*[149]
	KY–IN
	1,283,430



	20
	Richmond[image: External link]
	VA[image: External link]
	1,281,708




* Asterisk indicates part of the metropolitan area is outside the states classified as Southern.
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 Major combined statistical areas






	Rank
	Combined Statistical Area
	State(s)
	Population

(2015

estimates)



	1
	Washington-Baltimore-Arlington
	DC-MD- VA[image: External link]-WV-PA
	9,625,360



	2
	Dallas-Fort Worth[image: External link]
	TX
	7,504,362



	3
	Houston
	TX
	6,855,069



	4
	Miami-Fort Lauderdale-Port St. Lucie[image: External link]
	FL[image: External link]
	6,654,565



	5
	Atlanta-Athens-Clarke County-Sandy Springs
	GA
	6,365,108



	6
	Orlando-Deltona-Daytona Beach
	FL[image: External link]
	3,129,308



	7
	Tampa-St. Petersburg-Clearwater
	FL[image: External link]
	3,030,953



	8
	Charlotte-Concord
	NC- SC[image: External link]
	2,583,956



	9
	Cincinnati-Wilmington-Maysville
	OH-KY-IN
	2,216,735



	10
	Raleigh-Durham-Chapel Hill
	NC
	2,117,103



	11
	Nashville-Davidson–Murfreesboro
	TN
	1,951,644



	12
	Virginia Beach-Norfolk
	VA[image: External link]-NC
	1,828,187



	13
	Greensboro–Winston-Salem–High Point
	NC
	1,642,506



	14
	Jacksonville-St. Marys-Palatka
	FL[image: External link]–GA
	1,573,606



	15
	Louisville/Jefferson County–Elizabethtown–Madison
	KY-IN
	1,504,559



	16
	New Orleans-Metairie-Hammond[image: External link]
	LA[image: External link]-MS
	1,493,205



	17
	Oklahoma City-Shawnee
	OK
	1,430,327



	18
	Greenville-Spartanburg-Anderson[image: External link]
	SC[image: External link]
	1,426,625



	19
	Memphis-Forrest City
	TN–MS-AR
	1,370,716



	20
	Birmingham-Hoover-Talladega[image: External link]
	AL
	1,319,238
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 See also






	Black Belt (U.S. region)[image: External link]

	Cuisine of the Southern United States[image: External link]

	Culture of honor (Southern United States)[image: External link]

	King Cotton[image: External link]

	List of plantations in the United States[image: External link]

	Rice Belt[image: External link]

	Southern American English[image: External link]

	Southern art[image: External link]

	Southern hospitality[image: External link]

	Southern literature[image: External link]

	Territories of the United States on stamps[image: External link]

	White Southerner Admixture[image: External link]
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Free Negro






This article is about a legal status in British North America. For the wider context, see Freedmen[image: External link] and Free people of color[image: External link].

In United States history[image: External link], a free negro or free black was the legal status, in the geographic area of the United States, of blacks who were not slaves[image: External link].

This term was in use before the independence of the Thirteen Colonies and elsewhere in British North America[image: External link], until the abolition of slavery in the United States in 1865, which rendered the term unnecessary.
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 Background




Slavery was legal and practiced in each of the Thirteen Colonies at various times. Not all Africans who came to America were slaves; a few came even in the 17th century as free men, sailors working on ships. In the early colonial years, some Africans came as indentured servants[image: External link], as did many of the immigrants from the British Isles. Such servants became free when they completed their term of indenture; they were also eligible for headrights[image: External link] for land in the new colony in the Chesapeake Bay[image: External link] region, where indentured servants were more common. As early as 1619, a class of free black people existed in North America.[1]

The free Negro[image: External link] population increased in a number of ways:


	children born to colored free women[image: External link] (cf. Partus sequitur ventrem[image: External link])

	
mulatto[image: External link] children born to white[image: External link] indentured or free women

	
mixed-race[image: External link] children born to free Indian[image: External link] women (enslaving Indians[image: External link] was prohibited from the mid-18th century, but did continue until Emancipation)[2]


	freed slaves[image: External link]

	
slaves who escaped[image: External link][3]




In most places black workers were either house servants or farm workers. Black labor was of economic importance in the export-oriented tobacco plantations of Virginia[image: External link] and Maryland, and the rice and indigo plantations of South Carolina[image: External link].[4] About 287,000 slaves were imported into the Thirteen Colonies, or 2% of the 12 million slaves brought across from Africa. The great majority went to sugar colonies in the Caribbean and to Brazil, where life expectancy was short and the numbers had to be continually replenished.



	Slaves imported into Colonial America



	Years
	Number[5]




	1620–1700
	21,000



	1701–1760
	189,000



	1761–1770
	63,000



	1771–1780
	15,000



	Total
	287,000




Life expectancy of slaves was much higher in the U.S. Combined with a very high birth rate, the numbers grew rapidly as the number of births exceeded deaths, reaching nearly 4 million by the 1860 census. From 1770 until 1860, the rate of natural growth of North American slaves was much greater than for the population of any nation in Europe, and was nearly twice as rapid as that of England. This was sometimes attributed to very high birth rates: "U.S. slaves, then, reached similar rates of natural increase to whites not because of any special privileges but through a process of great suffering and material deprivation".[6]

The southern colonies imported more slaves, initially from established English colonies in the West Indies. Like them, the mainland colonies rapidly increased restrictions that defined slavery as a racial caste associated with African ethnicity. In 1663 Virginia (followed by others) adopted the principle in slave law of partus sequitur ventrem[image: External link]: that children were born into the status of their mother, rather than taking the status of their father, as was then customary for English subjects under English common law[image: External link]. This meant that children of slave mothers were also slaves, regardless of their fathers and ethnicity. In some cases, this also could result in a person being legally white under Virginia law of the time, although born into slavery.

According to Paul Heinegg, most of the free black families established in the Thirteen Colonies before the American Revolution were descended from unions between white women, whether indentured servant or free, and African men, whether indentured servant, free, or slave. These relationships took place mostly among the working class, reflecting the more fluid societies of the time. Because the mixed-race[image: External link] children were born to free women, they were free. Through use of court documents, deeds, wills, and other records, he traced such families as the ancestors of nearly 80 percent of the free Negroes or free blacks recorded in the censuses of the Upper South from 1790–1810.[7]

In addition, slaveholders manumitted[image: External link] some slaves for various reasons: to reward long years of service, because heirs did not want to take on slaves, or to free slave concubines[image: External link] and/or their children. Slaves were sometimes allowed to buy their freedom; they might be permitted to save money from fees paid when they were "hired out" to work for other parties.[8] In the mid-to-late 18th century, Methodist and Baptist evangelists in the first Great Awakening[image: External link] encouraged slaveholders to free their slaves, in their belief that all men were equal before God. They converted many slaves to Christianity and approved black leaders as preachers; blacks developed their own strain of Christianity. Before to the American Revolutionary War, few slaves were manumitted.

The war greatly disrupted the slave societies. Beginning with Lord Dunmore[image: External link], governor of Virginia, the British colonial governments recruited slaves of rebels to the armed forces and promised them freedom in return. The Continentals gradually also began to allow blacks to fight with a promise of freedom.[9] Tens of thousands of slaves escaped from plantations or other venues during the war, especially in the South.[10] Some joined British lines or disappeared in the disruption of war. After the war, when the British evacuated New York, they transported more than 3,000 Black Loyalists[image: External link] and thousands of other Loyalists to resettle in Nova Scotia[image: External link] and Ontario. A total of more than 29,000 Loyalists refugees were eventually evacuated from New York City alone. The British evacuated thousands of other slaves when they left southern ports, resettling many in the Caribbean and others to England.

In the first two decades after the war, the number and proportion of free Negroes in the United States rose dramatically: northern states abolished slavery, almost all gradually.[11] But also many slaveholders, in the Upper South especially, manumitted their slaves, inspired by the war's ideals. From 1790 to 1810, the proportion of free blacks in the Upper South rose from less than 1% to overall, and nationally, the proportion of free blacks among blacks rose to 13%. The spread of cotton cultivation to the Deep South[image: External link] drove up the demand for slaves after 1810, and the number of manumissions dropped after this period. In the antebellum period, many slaves escaped to freedom in the North and Canada by running away through networks like the Underground Railroad[image: External link], assisted by former slaves and abolitionist sympathizers.[12]
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 Abolitionism




Most organized political and social movements to end slavery did not begin until the mid-18th century.[13] The sentiments of the American Revolution and the equality evoked by the Declaration of Independence rallied many black Americans toward the revolutionary cause and their own hopes of emancipation; both enslaved and free black men fought in the Revolution on both sides.[14] In the North, slaves ran away from their owners in the confusion of war, while in the south, some slaves declared themselves free and abandoned their slave work to join the British.[15]

In the 1770s, blacks throughout New England began sending petitions to northern legislatures demanding freedom; by 1800, all of the northern states had abolished slavery or set measures in place to gradually reduce it.[16][17] While free, blacks often had to struggle with reduced civil rights, such as restrictions on voting, as well as racism, segregation, or physical violence.[18] Vermont[image: External link] abolished slavery in 1777, while it was still independent, and when it joined the United States as the 14th state in 1791 it was the first state to have done so. All the other Northern states abolished slavery between 1780 and 1804, leaving the slave states[image: External link] of the South as defenders of the "peculiar institution[image: External link]". Massachusetts abolished slavery in 1780, and several other Northern states adopted gradual emancipation. In 1804, New Jersey became the last original Northern state to embark on gradual emancipation. Slavery was proscribed in the federal Northwest Territory[image: External link] under the Northwest Ordinance[image: External link] of 1787, passed just before the U.S. Constitution[image: External link] was ratified. The free black population increased from 8% to 13.5% from 1790 to 1810; most of whom lived in the Mid-Atlantic States, New England, and the Upper South, where most of the slave population lived at the time.[19]

The rights of free blacks fluctuated and waned with the gradual rise in power among poor white men during the late 1820s and early 1830s.[20] The National Negro Convention movement began in 1830, with black men holding regular meetings to discuss the future of the black race in America; some women such as Maria Stewart[image: External link] and Sojourner Truth[image: External link] made their voices heard through public lecturing.[21] The National Negro Convention encouraged a boycott of slave-produced goods. These efforts were met with resistance, however, as the early 19th century brought renewed anti-black sentiment after the spirit of the Revolution began to die down.[17]

Due to the compromise in the Constitution, Southern states could count three-fifths of their slave populations toward the state populations for purposes of Congressional apportionment[image: External link] and the electoral college[image: External link]. This resulted in those states having political power in excess of the white voting population. The South dominated the national government and the presidency for years. Congress adopted legislation that favored slaveholders, such as permitting slavery in territories as the nation began to expand to the West. The Fugitive Slave Act of 1793[image: External link] was strengthened by the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850[image: External link], part of the Compromise of 1850, requiring even the governments and residents of free states to enforce the capture and return of fugitive slaves. Famous fugitives such as Frederick Douglass[image: External link] and Sojourner Truth gained support of white abolitionists to purchase their freedom, to avoid being captured and returned to the South and slavery.[22] In 1857, the ruling of Dred Scott v. Sandford[image: External link] effectively denied citizenship to black people of all statuses.[23]

Southern states also passed harsh laws regulating the conduct of free blacks, in several cases banning them from entering or settling in the state. In Mississippi, a free negro could be sold into slavery after spending ten days in state. Arkansas passed a law in 1859 that would have enslaved every free black person still present by 1860; although it was not enforced, it succeeded in reducing Arkansas's population of free blacks to below that of any other slave state.[24] A number of Northern states also restricted the migration of free blacks, with the result that emancipated blacks had difficulty finding places to legally settle.[25]

The abolitionist cause attracted interracial support in the North during the antebellum years. Under President Abraham Lincoln, Congress passed several laws to aid blacks to gain a semblance of freedom during the American Civil War; the Confiscation Act of 1861[image: External link] allowed fugitive slaves who escaped to behind Union lines to remain free, as the military declared them part of "contraband" from the war and refused to return them to slaveholders; the Confiscation Act of 1862[image: External link] guaranteed both fugitive slaves and their families everlasting freedom; and the Militia Act[image: External link] allowed black men to enroll in military service.[26]

In January 1863, Lincoln's Emancipation Proclamation freed the enslaved in Confederate-held territory only. Black men were officially admitted to serve in the Union Army and the United States Colored Troops[image: External link] were organized. Black participation in fighting proved essential to Union victory.[26]

In 1865, the Union won the Civil War, and states ratified the Thirteenth Amendment[image: External link], outlawing slavery (except as punishment for a crime) throughout the entire country.[26] The Southern states initially enacted Black Codes[image: External link] in an attempt to maintain control over black labor. The Mississippi Black Code (the first to pass and the best known) distinguished between "free negroes" (referring to those who had been free before the war, in some places called "Old Issues"), (newly free) "freedmen", and " mulattoes[image: External link]" — though placing similar restrictions on freedom for all. US-born blacks gained legal citizenship with the Civil Rights Act of 1866[image: External link], followed by the Fourteenth Amendment[image: External link] Citizenship Clause[image: External link].
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 Regional differences




The lives of free blacks varied depending on their location within the United States. There was a significant free-black bias towards cities, as many rural free blacks migrated to cities over time, both in the North and the South. Cities were the chief destinations for migrating free blacks in the South, as cities gave free blacks a wider range of economic and social opportunities. Most southern cities had independently black-run churches as well as secret schools for educational advancement.[27] Northern cities also gave blacks better opportunities. For example, free Negroes who lived in Boston generally had more access to formal education.[28]

Before the American Revolution, there were very few free blacks in the Southern colonies.[29] The Lower South, except for its cities, did not attract many free blacks. The number of urban free Negroes grew faster than the total free black population, and this growth largely came from a mass migration of rural free Negroes moving to cities, such as Richmond and Petersburg of Virginia, Raleigh and Wilmington of North Carolina, Charleston of South Carolina, and Savannah (and later Atlanta) of Georgia.[30] The South overall developed two distinct groups of free Negroes; those in the Upper South were more numerous, but those free blacks in the Lower South were more urban, educated, wealthier, and were generally of mixed race with white fathers, compared to free blacks in the Upper South.[31] Despite these differences, the Southern states passed similar laws to regulate black life, borrowing from one another.[32][33]

Even with the presence of significant free black populations in the South, free blacks often migrated to northern states. While they presented some problems, overall free blacks found more opportunities in the North. During the nineteenth century, the number and proportion of population of free blacks in the South shrank as a significant portion of the free black population migrated northward.[34] Some of the more prominent and talented free black figures moved to the North for its opportunities, draining the south of potential free black leaders. Some returned after the Civil War to participate in the Reconstruction era[image: External link], establishing businesses and being elected to political office.[34] This difference in the distribution of free blacks persisted until the Civil War, at which time about 250,000 free blacks lived in the South.[33]
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The economic, military and scientific superiority of the Elites provided justification of slavery through the idea of "Divine Providence" i.e. The Idea that "Things were as they were because God willed them to be that way," blacks were thusly perceived as members of an inferior race, as God had allowed the Elites to seemingly exploit the slave trade without any hint that he might be planning any sort of divine retribution; In-fact the very opposite had happened and slaveholders were seemingly rewarded with great material wealth.[35] The judiciary confirmed this subordinate status even when explicitly racialized laws were not available. A South Carolina judge editorialized in an 1832 case:[36]


Free negroes belong to a degraded caste of society; they are in no respect on an equality with a white man. According to their condition they ought by law to be compelled to demean themselves as inferiors, from whom submission and respect to the whites, in all their intercourse in society, is demanded; I have always thought and while on the circuit ruled that words of impertinence and insolence addressed by a free negro to a white man, would justify an assault and battery."



Free blacks could not enter many professional occupations, such as medicine and law, because they were barred from the necessary education. This was also true of occupations that required firearm possession, elective office, or a liquor license. Many of these careers required large capital investments that most free blacks could not afford. As people developed their lives, there were notable exceptions to these limitations, as was the case with physicians Sarah Parker Remond[image: External link] and Martin Delany[image: External link] in Louisville, Kentucky.[37]

The 1830s saw a significant effort by white communities to oppose black education, coinciding with the emergence of public schooling in northern American society.[38] Public schooling and citizenship were linked together, and because of the ambiguity that surrounded black citizenship status, blacks were effectively excluded from public access to universal education.[39] Paradoxically, the free black community of Baltimore in the antebellum years made more significant strides in increasing black access to education than did Boston and New Haven.[40] But, essentially most southern states had no public education systems until these were established during Reconstruction by the new biracial legislatures.

Free black males enjoyed wider employment opportunities than free black females, who were largely confined to domestic occupations.[41] While free black boys could become apprentices to carpenters, coopers, barbers, and blacksmiths, girls' options were much more limited, confined to domestic work such as being cooks, cleaning women, seamstresses, and child-nurturers.[42] Despite this, in certain areas, free black women could become prominent members of the free black community, running households and constituting a significant portion of the free black paid labor force.[43] One of the most highly skilled jobs a woman could have was to be a teacher.[44]

Many free African-American families in colonial North Carolina and Virginia became landowners and some also became slave owners. In some cases, they purchased members of their own families to protect them until being able to set them free. In other cases, they participated in the full slave economy. For example, a freedman named Cyprian Ricard purchased an estate in Louisiana[image: External link] that included 100 slaves[image: External link].[45][46]

Free blacks drew up petitions and joined the army during the American Revolution, motivated by the common hope of freedom.[47] This hope was bolstered by the 1775 proclamation by British official Lord Dunmore[image: External link], who promised freedom to any slave who fought on the side of the British during the war.[48] Blacks also fought on the American side, hoping to gain benefits of citizenship later on.[49] During the Civil War, free blacks fought on the Confederate and Union sides. Southern free blacks who fought on the Confederate side were hoping to gain a greater degree of toleration and acceptance among their white neighbors.[50] The hope of equality through the military was realized over time, such as with the equalization of pay for black and white soldiers a month before the end of the Civil War.[26]
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 Women




Within free black marriages, many women were able to participate more equally in their relationships than elite white women.[51] This potential for equality in marriage can be seen through the example of the "colored aristocracy" of the small black elite in St. Louis, where women were often economic partners in their marriages.[52] These small groups of blacks were generally descended from French and Spanish mixed marriages. Under the French, the women in these marriages had the same rights as white women and could hold property.[53] These black women hoped to remain financially independent both for themselves and for the sake of protecting their children from Missouri’s restrictive laws.[52] This level of black female agency also made female-centered households attractive to widows.[51] The traditional idea of husband dominating wife could not be the central idea in these elite marriages because of women’s importance in bringing income into the family.[54] Women had to exercise caution in married relationships, however, as marrying a black man who was still a slave would make the free black woman legally responsible for his behavior, good or bad.[55]

There are multiple examples of free black women exerting agency within society, and many of these examples include exerting legal power. Slavery and freedom coexisted with an uncertainty that was dangerous for free blacks. From 1832 to 1837, the story of Margaret Morgan and her family presents a prime example of the danger to free blacks from the ambiguous legal definitions of their status. The Morgan family's legal entanglement led to the case of Prigg v. Pennsylvania[image: External link] in which it was decided that their captors could supersede Pennsylvania's personal liberty law and claim ownership of the Morgans.[56] This case highlighted the constitutional ambiguity of black rights while also illustrating the active effort by some in the white community to limit free blacks' rights.

In New England, slave women went to court to gain their freedom while free black women went to court to hold onto theirs; the New England legal system was unique in its accessibility to free blacks and the availability of attorneys.[57] Women's freedom suits[image: External link] were often based on technicalities, such as the lack of legal slave documents or mixed-race ancestry that exempted some from slave service. In New England in 1716, Joan Jackson became the first slave woman to win her freedom in a New England court.[57]

Elizabeth Freeman[image: External link] brought the first legal test of the constitutionality of slavery in Massachusetts after the American Revolution, asserting that the state's new constitution and its assertions of men's equality under the law meant that slavery could not exist. As a land owner and tax payer, she is considered to be one of the most famous black women of the revolutionary era.[58] Couverture limited the ability of some free black women to file lawsuits on their own, but a few women still filed jointly with their husbands.[59]
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 Notable free Negroes





	
Richard Allen (bishop)[image: External link]: Founder of African Methodist Episcopal Church[image: External link], first independent black denomination in the US, co-founder of the Free African Society[image: External link]


	
Benjamin Banneker: Almanac author, astronomer, surveyor, naturalist and farmer.

	
William Wells Brown[image: External link]: Fugitive slave, author, playwright, activist

	
Charlotte L. Brown[image: External link]: Civil rights activist in 1860's San Francisco

	
Thomas Day[image: External link]: Preeminent antebellum cabinetmaker and abolitionist from North Carolina

	
Martin Delany[image: External link]: Abolitionist, writer, physician, and proponent of black nationalism

	
Moses Dickson[image: External link] Abolitionist, soldier, minister, organizer

	
Frederick Douglass[image: External link]: fugitive slave, reformer, writer, and statesman

	
William Ellison[image: External link]: Property owner and businessman

	
Elizabeth Freeman[image: External link]: Healer, midwife and nurse who sued for her freedom in 1781

	
Henry Highland Garnet[image: External link]: Abolitionist and educator

	
Prince Hall[image: External link] noted abolitionist for his leadership in the free black community in Boston, and as the founder of Prince Hall Freemasonry.

	
Harriet Jacobs[image: External link]: Writer and Abolitionist

	
Thomas L. Jennings[image: External link]: First black man granted a U.S. patent

	
Anthony Johnson (colonist)[image: External link]: Former slave who became a slave owner

	
Absalom Jones[image: External link]: first ordained black Episcopal priest; saint

	
Biddy Mason[image: External link]: nurse, midwife, entrepreneur, philanthropist

	
John Berry Meachum[image: External link]: Baptist minister, businessman, educator

	
Mary Meachum[image: External link]: Underground railroad conductor and President of Colored Ladies Soldiers Aid Society

	
Jane Minor[image: External link], healer and emancipator

	
William Cooper Nell[image: External link]: Journalist

	
Solomon Northup[image: External link]: writer of slave narrative Twelve Years a Slave[image: External link]


	
Sarah Parker Remond[image: External link]: Lecturer and abolitionist, physician

	
Charles Lenox Remond[image: External link][60]


	
Daniel Payne[image: External link]: Educator, College administrator, and author

	
Robert Purvis[image: External link]: Abolitionist

	
David Ruggles[image: External link]: Anti-slavery activist

	
Michael Shiner[image: External link], diarist

	
Maria Stewart[image: External link]: Journalist, abolitionist, and activist

	
William Still[image: External link]: Abolitionist, writer, and activist

	
Lucy Terry[image: External link]: Author

	
Sojourner Truth[image: External link]: Abolitionist and women’s rights activist

	
David Walker[image: External link]: Abolitionist

	
Harriet Wilson[image: External link]: Novelist

	
Theodore S. Wright[image: External link]: Minister, co-founder of American Anti-Slavery Society[image: External link]
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 See also





	Antebellum Black community[image: External link]

	Abyssinian Meeting House[image: External link]

	Free people of color[image: External link]

	Slavery in the United States

	Slavery in Canada[image: External link]




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 References





	Specific





	
^ Frazier, Edward Franklin (1968). The Free Negro Family. p. 1.


	
^ Tony Seybert (4 Aug 2004). "Slavery and Native Americans in British North America and the United States: 1600 to 1865"[image: External link]. Slavery in America. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 4 August 2004. Retrieved 14 June 2011.


	
^ Frazier, Edward Franklin (1968). The Free Negro Family. p. 2.


	
^ Betty Wood, Slavery in Colonial America, 1619–1776 (2013) excerpt and text search[image: External link]


	
^ Source: Miller and Smith, eds. Dictionary of American Slavery (1988) p . 678


	
^ Tadman, Michael (2000). "The Demographic Cost of Sugar: Debates on Slave Societies and Natural Increase in the Americas". The American Historical Review. 105 (5): 1534–75. JSTOR  2652029[image: External link]. doi[image: External link]: 10.2307/2652029[image: External link].


	
^ Free African Americans in Virginia, North Carolina and South Carolina, and Maryland and Delaware[image: External link], Generations Publishing, 1995–2005


	
^ "Freed In the 17th Century (reprint)"[image: External link]. Issues & Views. Spring 1998.


	
^ Horton, James Oliver (2001). Hard Road to Freedom: The Story of African-America. pp. 68–69.


	
^ Peter Kolchin, American Slavery, 1619–1865, 1993


	
^ Zilversmit, Arthur (1967). The First Emancipation: The Abolition of Slavery in the North.


	
^ Horton, James Oliver (2001). Hard Road to Freedom: The Story of African America. pp. 143–146.


	
^ Painter, Nell Irvin[image: External link] (2007). Creating Black Americans: African-American History and Its Meanings, 1619 to the Present. p. 70.


	
^ Painter, Nell Irvin (2007). Creating Black Americans: African-American History and Its Meanings, 1619 to the Present. pp. 70–71.


	
^ Painter, Nell Irvin (2007). Creating Black Americans: African-American History and Its Meanings, 1619 to the Present. p. 71.


	
^ Painter, Nell Irvin (2007). Creating Black Americans: African-American History and Its Meanings, 1619 to the Present. p. 72.


	
^ a b Wilson, Black Codes (1965), p. 15. "By 1775, inspired by those 'self-evident' truths which were to be expressed by the Declaration of Independence, a considerable number of colonists felt that the time had come to end slavery and give the free Negroes some fruits of liberty. This sentiment, added to economic considerations, led to the immediate or gradual abolition of slavery in six northern states, while there was a swelling flood of private manumissions in the South. Little actual gain was made by the free Negro even in this period, and by the turn of the century the downward trend had begun again. Thereafter the only important change in that trend before the Civil War was that after 1831 the decline in the status of the free Negro became more precipitate."


	
^ Painter, Nell Irvin (2007). Creating Black Americans: African-American History and Its Meanings, 1619 to the Present. pp. 73–74.


	
^ Painter, Nell Irvin (2007). Creating Black Americans: African-American History and Its Meanings, 1619 to the Present. p. 77.


	
^ Painter, Nell Irvin (2007). Creating Black Americans: African-American History and Its Meanings, 1619 to the Present. p. 80.


	
^ Painter, Nell Irvin (2007). Creating Black Americans: African-American History and Its Meanings, 1619 to the Present. p. 80.


	
^ Painter, Nell Irvin (2007). Creating Black Americans: African-American History and Its Meanings, 1619 to the Present. pp. 84–85.


	
^ Painter, Nell Irvin (2007). Creating Black Americans: African-American History and Its Meanings, 1619 to the Present. p. 85.


	
^ Wilson, Black Codes (1965), p. 16. "Symptomatic of the changing public attitude was the passage of a law in 1793 forbidding the migration of free Negroes into Virginia, and another, in 1806, which provided that every Negro freed thereafter must leave the state within twelve months unless granted special permission to remain. All of the other slaveholding states enacted some such laws; they varied in severity but not in substance."


	
^ Wilson, Black Codes (1965), p. 16–17. Wilson quotes John Catron[image: External link] of the Tennessee Supreme Court: "All the slaveholding states, it is believed, as well as many non-slaveholding, like ourselves have adopted the policy of exclusion. The consequence is the free negro cannot find a home that promises even safety in the United States and assuredly none that promises comfort."


	
^ a b c d Painter, Nell Irvin (2007). Creating Black Americans: African-American History and Its Meanings, 1619 to the Present. p. 138.


	
^ Berlin, Ira (1981). Slaves Without Masters: The Free Negro in the Antebellum South. p. 173.


	
^ Frazier, Edward Franklin (1968). The Free Negro Family. p. 14.


	
^ berlin, Ira (1981). Slaves Without Masters: The Free Negro in the Antebellum South. p. 3.


	
^ Berlin, Ira (1981). Slaves Without Masters: The Free Negro in the Antebellum South. p. 174.


	
^ Berlin, Ira (1981). Slaves Without Masters: The Free Negro in the Antebellum South. p. 181.


	
^ Wilson, Black Codes (1965), p. 13–14. "In fact, discriminatory laws were remarkably uniform, in spite of the very great difference in the numbers of free Negroes. The census of 1860 showed only 144 free Negroes in Arkansas, 773 in Mississippi, and 932 in Florida, while in Maryland there were 83,942; in Virginia, 58,042; in North Carolina, 30,463; and in Louisiana, 18,647. But this difference in the numbers of free Negroes was certainly not reflected in the laws of these two groups of states."


	
^ a b Wilson, Black Codes (1965), p. 13. "When the Civil War began, there were in the slaveholding states roughly a quarter of a million free Negroes living precariously in the shadow of slavery. Though they constituted a relatively small segment of the total population, they were of sufficient social importance to have occasioned the enactment of a great many laws which severely discriminated against them."


	
^ a b Berlin, Ira (1981). Slaves Without Masters: The Free Negro in the Antebellum South. p. 171.


	
^ Wilson, Black Codes (1965), p. 19. "Quite plainly the free Negro could not escape contamination from the concept of racial inferiority, and the Negro servant's descent into slavery was paralleled by the free Negro's loss of social and political status. When the black race came to be identified with slavery, the fortunes of the free Negro became indissolubly linked with the fortunes of the slaves. When the Negro slave came to be regarded as some sort of sub-human, the concept applied with equal force to Negroes who were free."


	
^ Wilson, Black Codes (1965), p. 27. Quoting John B. O'Neall, Court of Appeals of South Carolina, in State vs. Harden (1832).


	
^ Burckin, Alexander (1996). "A Spirit Of Perseverance: Free African-Americans in Late Antebellum Louisville". The Filson Club History Quarterly. 70 (1): 71.


	
^ Moss, Hilary J. (2009). Schooling Citizens: The Struggle for African-American Education in Antebellum America. pp. 2–3.


	
^ Moss, Hilary J. (2009). Schooling Citizens: The Struggle for African-American Education in Antebellum America. p. 4.


	
^ Moss, Hilary J. (2009). Schooling Citizens: The Struggle for African-American Education in Antebellum America. p. 5.


	
^ Burckin, Alexander (1996). "A Spirit Of Perseverance: Free African-Americans in Late Antebellum Louisville". The Filson Club History Quarterly. 70 (1): 69.


	
^ Lebsock, Suzanne (1982). "Free Black Women and the Question of Matriarchy: Petersburg, Virginia, 1784–1820". Feminist Studies. 8 (2): 276–277. doi[image: External link]: 10.2307/3177563[image: External link].


	
^ Lebsock, Suzanne (1982). "Free Black Women and the Question of Matriarchy: Petersburg, Virginia, 1784–1820". Feminist Studies. 8 (2): 274. doi[image: External link]: 10.2307/3177563[image: External link].


	
^ Burckin, Alexander (1996). "A Spirit Of Perseverance: Free African-Americans in Late Antebellum Louisville". The Filson Club History Quarterly. 70 (1): 72.


	
^ Meltzer, Milton (1993). Slavery: A World History[image: External link]. DaCapo. ISBN  0-306-80536-7[image: External link]. Retrieved 2007-10-16.


	
^ Franklin, John Hope; Moss, Alfred A. (1994). From Slavery to Freedom: A History of African Americans. McGraw-Hill. p. 156. ISBN  978-0-679-43087-2[image: External link].


	
^ Berlin, Ronald Hoffman and Ira (1986). Slavery and Freedom in the Age of the American Revolution. pp. 292–293.


	
^ Horton, James Oliver (1993). Free People of Color: Inside the African-American Community. p. 147.


	
^ Horton, James Oliver (1993). Free People of Color: Inside the African-American Community. p. 149.


	
^ Horton, James Oliver Horton and Lois E. (2006). Slavery and Public History: The Tough Stuff of American Memory. p. 197.


	
^ a b Saxton, Martha (2003). Being Good: Women's Moral Values in Early America. p. 224.


	
^ a b Saxton, Martha (2003). Being Good: Women's Moral Values in Early America. p. 225.


	
^ Corbett, Katherine (1999). In Her Place: A Guide to St. Louis Women's History. p. 16.


	
^ Saxton, Martha (2003). Being Good: Women's Moral Values in Early America. p. 227.


	
^ Lebsock, Suzanne (1982). "Free Black Women and the Question of Matriarchy: Petersburg, Virginia, 1784–1820". Feminist Studies. 8 (2): 283. doi[image: External link]: 10.2307/3177563[image: External link].


	
^ Patricia, Reid (2012). "Margaret Morgan's Story: A Threshold between Slavery and Freedom, 1820–1842". Slavery and Abolition. 33 (3): 360–362. doi[image: External link]: 10.1080/0144039x.2011.606628[image: External link].


	
^ a b Adams, Elizabeth Pleck and Catherine (2010). Love of Freedom. p. 127.


	
^ Adams, Elizabeth Pleck and Catherine (2010). Love of Freedom. p. 142.


	
^ Adams, Elizabeth Pleck and Catherine (2010). Love of Freedom. p. 129.


	
^ http://www.docsouth.unc.edu/neh/douglass/douglass.html[image: External link]







[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Further reading





	Berlin, Ira. Slaves Without Masters: The Free Negro in the Antebellum South (1974),

	Burton, Orville Vernon. "Anatomy of an Antebellum Rural Free Black Community: Social Structure and Social Interaction in Edgefield District, South Carolina, 1850–1860," Southern Studies: An Interdisciplinary Journal of the South (1982) 21#3 pp 294–325.

	Curry, Leonard P. The Free Black in Urban America, 1800–1850: The Shadow of the Dream (University of Chicago Press, 1981).

	Diemer, Andrew K. The Politics of Black Citizenship: Free African Americans in the Mid-Atlantic Borderland, 1817–1863 (University of Georgia Press, 2016). xvi, 253 pp.

	Franklin, John Hope. Free Negroes in North Carolina,

	Hancock, Scott. "From "No Country" to "Our Country!" Living Out Manumission and the Boundaries of Rights and Citizenship, 1773-1855."[image: External link] Paths to Freedom: Manumission in the Atlantic World (University of South Carolina Press, 2009), 265-289.

	Horton, James O. Free People of Color: Inside the African American Community (Smithsonian Institution Press, 1993)

	Horton, James O., and Lois E. Horton. Black Bostonian's: Family Life and Community Struggle in the Antebellum North (New York: Holmes and Meier, 1979)

	King, Wilma. The Essence of Liberty: Free Black Women during the Slave Era (2006)

	Lebsock, Susan. "Free black women and the question of matriarchy: Petersburg, Virginia, 1784–1820," Feminist n Mk (1982) 8#2 pp 271–92

	Polgar, Paul J. "'Whenever They Judge it Expedient': The Politics of Partisanship and Free Black Voting Rights in Early National New York," American Nineteenth Century History (2011) 12#1 pp 1–23.

	
Rohrs, Richard C., “The Free Black Experience in Antebellum Wilmington, North Carolina[image: External link]: Refining Generalizations about Race Relations,” Journal of Southern History 78 (Aug. 2012), 615–38.

	Wilson, Theodore Brantner. The Black Codes of the South. University of Alabama Press, 1965.




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links





	The University of North Carolina at Greensboro Digital Library on American Slavery: Browse Subjects – Free People of Color[image: External link]






Categories[image: External link]:

	Slavery in the United States[image: External link]

	Pre-emancipation African-American history[image: External link]
















This page was last edited on 5 May 2017, at 19:51.




	This text is based on the Wikipedia article Free Negro: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Free_negro [image: External link] which is released under the Creative Commons Attribution-ShareAlike 3.0 Unported License available online at: http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/3.0/legalcode [image: External link]

List of authors: https://tools.wmflabs.org/xtools/wikihistory/wh.php?page_title=Free_negro [image: External link]












Back to main article 



Contents




	1 Early life

	2 Notable works

	3 Political views

	4 Correspondence with Thomas Jefferson

	5 Death

	6 Banneker artifacts

	7 Mythology and legacy

	8 Notes

	9 References

	10 See also

	11 External links





Benjamin Banneker






Benjamin Banneker (November 9, 1731 – October 9, 1806) was a free African American almanac[image: External link] author, surveyor[image: External link], naturalist[image: External link], and farmer[image: External link]. Born in Baltimore County, Maryland[image: External link], to a free African American woman and a former slave[image: External link], Banneker had little formal education and was largely self-taught. He is known for being part of a group led by Major Andrew Ellicott that surveyed the borders of the original District of Columbia, the federal capital district of the United States.

Banneker's knowledge of astronomy[image: External link] helped him author a commercially successful series of almanacs. He corresponded with Thomas Jefferson, drafter[image: External link] of the United States Declaration of Independence, on the topics of slavery and racial equality[image: External link]. Abolitionists and advocates of racial equality promoted and praised his works.

Although a fire on the day of Banneker's funeral destroyed many of his papers and belongings, one of his journals and several of his remaining artifacts[image: External link] are presently available for public viewing. Parks, schools, streets and other tributes have commemorated Banneker throughout the years since he lived. However, many accounts of his life exaggerate or falsely attribute his works.
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 Early life




Benjamin Banneker was born on November 9, 1731, in Baltimore County, Maryland to his mother Mary, a free black, and his father Robert, a freed slave[image: External link] from Guinea[image: External link].[1][2] There are two conflicting accounts of Banneker's family history. Banneker himself and his earliest biographers described him as having only African ancestry.[3][4][5] None of Banneker's surviving papers describe a white ancestor or identify the name of his grandmother.[4] However, later biographers have contended that Banneker's mother was the child of Molly Welsh, a white indentured servant[image: External link], and an African slave named Banneka.[4][6] The first published description of Molly Welsh was based on interviews with her descendants that took place in 1836, long after the deaths of both Molly and Benjamin.[4][7]

Molly may have purchased Banneka to help establish a farm located near what eventually became Ellicott's Mills, Maryland[image: External link], west of Baltimore[image: External link].[8] One biographer has suggested that Banneka may have been a member of the Dogon tribe[image: External link] that were reported to have knowledge of astronomy.[9] Molly supposedly freed and married Banneka, who may have shared his knowledge of astronomy with her.[10] Although born after Banneka's death, Benjamin may have acquired some knowledge of astronomy from Molly.[9]

In 1737, Banneker was named at the age of 6 on the deed of his family's 100-acre (0.40 km2) farm in the Patapsco Valley[image: External link] in rural Baltimore County.[11][12][13] He lived on the farm for nearly all of his life.

As a young teenager, Banneker met and befriended Peter Heinrichs, a Quaker[image: External link] who established a school near the Banneker farm.[14] Quakers were leaders in the anti-slavery movement and advocates of racial equality (see Quakers in the Abolition Movement[image: External link] and Testimony of equality[image: External link]).[15] Heinrichs shared his personal library and provided Banneker with his only classroom instruction.[14] Banneker's formal education ended when he was old enough to help on his family's farm.[16]
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 Notable works




In 1753 at the age of 22, Banneker completed a wooden clock that struck on the hour[image: External link]. He appears to have modeled his clock from a borrowed pocket watch by carving each piece to scale. The clock continued to work until Banneker's death.[1][16][17][18]

After his father died in 1759, Banneker lived with his mother and sisters.[1][19] In 1772, brothers Andrew Ellicott[image: External link], John Ellicott[image: External link] and Joseph Ellicott[image: External link] moved from Bucks County, Pennsylvania[image: External link], and bought land along the Patapsco Falls near Banneker's farm on which to construct a gristmill[image: External link], around which the village of Ellicott's Mills[image: External link] (now Ellicott City[image: External link]) subsequently developed.[12][20][21][22] The Ellicotts were Quakers and shared the same views on racial equality as did many of their faith.[21][23] Banneker supplied their workers with food and studied the mills.[20]

In 1788, George Ellicott[image: External link], the son of Andrew Ellicott, loaned Banneker books and equipment to begin a more formal study of astronomy.[24][25][26] During the following year, Banneker sent George his work calculating a solar eclipse[image: External link].[24][25][27]

In 1790, Banneker prepared an ephemeris[image: External link] for 1791, which he hoped would be placed within a published almanac. However, he was unable to find a printer that was willing to publish and distribute the almanac.[24][28]

In February 1791, surveyor Major Andrew Ellicott (the son of Joseph Ellicott and cousin of George Ellicott), having left at the request of U.S. Secretary of State Thomas Jefferson a surveying team in western New York[image: External link] that he had been leading, hired Banneker as a replacement to assist in the initial survey of the boundaries of a new federal district.[24][29][30][31] Formed from land along the Potomac River that the states of Maryland and Virginia[image: External link] ceded to the federal government of the United States in accordance with the 1790 federal Residence Act and later legislation, the territory that became the original District of Columbia was a square measuring 10 miles (16 km) on each side, totaling 100 square miles (260 km2) (see: Founding of Washington, D.C.[image: External link]).[24][29][30][32] Ellicott's team placed boundary stones[image: External link] at or near every mile point along the borders of the new capital territory (see: Boundary Markers of the Original District of Columbia).[24][29][30]

Banneker's duties on the survey consisted primarily of making astronomical observations at Jones Point[image: External link] in Alexandria, Virginia, to ascertain the location of the starting point for the survey.[24][30][33] He also maintained a clock that he used to relate points on the ground to the positions of stars at specific times.[24][33]

However, Banneker left the boundary survey in April 1791 within three months of its initiation due to illness and difficulties completing the survey at age 59.[24][30][34] In addition, Andrew Ellicott's younger brothers, Benjamin[image: External link] and Joseph Ellicott[image: External link], who usually assisted Andrew, were able to join the survey at that time.[24][30][34] Banneker therefore returned to his home at Ellicott's Mills.[24] Andrew Ellicott then completed the boundary survey with the aid of his brothers and other team members during the remainder of 1791 and in 1792.[24][29][35]

After returning to Ellicott's Mills, Banneker made astronomical calculations that predicted eclipses and planetary conjunctions[image: External link] for inclusion in an ephemeris for the year of 1792.[1][24][28] He placed the ephemeris and its subsequent revisions in a six-year series of almanacs that printers agreed to publish and sell.[24][28] The almanacs, some of which appeared in several editions during the same year, were printed in at least six cities in four states: Baltimore; Philadelphia; Wilmington, Delaware[image: External link]; Alexandria, Virginia; Petersburg, Virginia[image: External link]; and Richmond, Virginia[image: External link].[24][28][36][37][38][39][40]

The title page of a Baltimore edition of Banneker's 1792 Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland and Virginia Almanack and Ephemeris stated that the publication contained:


the Motions of the Sun and Moon, the True Places and Aspects of the Planets, the Rising and Setting of the Sun, Place and Age of the Moon, &c.—The Lunations, Conjunctions, Eclipses, Judgment of the Weather, Festivals, and other remarkable Days; Days for holding the Supreme and Circuit Courts of the United States, as also the useful Courts in Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland, and Virginia. Also—several useful Tables, and valuable Receipts.—Various Selections from the Commonplace–Book of the Kentucky Philosopher, an American Sage; with interesting and entertaining Essays, in Prose and Verse—the whole comprising a greater, more pleasing, and useful Variety than any Work of the Kind and Price in North America.[36][41]



In addition to the information that its title page described, the almanac contained a tide table for the Chesapeake Bay[image: External link] region. That edition and others listed times for high water or high tide at Cape Charles[image: External link] and Point Lookout[image: External link], Virginia and Annapolis and Baltimore, Maryland.[1]

In his 1793 almanac, Banneker included letters sent between Thomas Jefferson and himself.[39] The title page of a Baltimore edition of his 1795 almanac had a woodcut portrait of him as he may have appeared, but which a writer later concluded was more likely a portrayal of an idealized African American youth.[42][43]

The almanacs' editors prefaced the publications with adulatory references to Banneker and his race.[28][44] The 1792 and 1793 almanacs contained lengthy commendations that James McHenry[image: External link],[45] a signer of the United States Constitution and self-described friend of Banneker, had written in 1791.[46] A 1796 edition stated:


Not you ye proud, impute to these the blame

If Afric's sons to genius are unknown,

For Banneker has prov'd they may acquire a name,

As bright, as lasting, as your own.[39][47]



Supported by Andrew, George and Elias Ellicott and heavily promoted by the Society for the Promotion of the Abolition of Slavery of Maryland and of Pennsylvania, the early editions of the almanacs achieved commercial success.[23][24] After these editions were published, William Wilberforce[image: External link], William Pitt[image: External link], Charles James Fox[image: External link] and other prominent abolitionists praised Banneker and his works in the British House of Commons[image: External link].[23][24][28]

Banneker kept a series of journals that contained his notebooks for astronomical observations, his diary and accounts of his dreams.[24][48] The journals, only one of which escaped a fire on the day of his funeral, additionally contained a number of mathematical calculations and puzzles.[24][48][49] The surviving journal documents the 1749, 1766 and 1783 emergences of Brood X[image: External link] of the seventeen-year periodical cicada[image: External link], Magicicada septendecim[image: External link], and predicts an emergence in 1800.[50] The journal also records Banneker's observations on the hives[image: External link] and behavior of honey bees[image: External link].[51]
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 Political views




Banneker expressed his views on slavery and racial equality in a letter to Thomas Jefferson and in other documents that he placed within his 1793 almanac.[24] The almanac contained copies of his correspondence with Jefferson, poetry by the African American poet Phillis Wheatley[image: External link] and by the English anti-slavery poet William Cowper[image: External link], and anti-slavery speeches and essays from England and America.[38][39]

Banneker's 1793 almanac also contained a copy of "A Plan of a Peace-Office, for the United States" that Benjamin Rush[image: External link] had authored.[38][52] The Plan proposed the appointment of a "Secretary of Peace[image: External link]", described the Secretary's powers and advocated federal support and promotion of the Christian religion[image: External link]. The Plan stated:


	1. Let a Secretary of Peace be appointed to preside in this office; ...; let him be a genuine republican and a sincere Christian ....




	2. Let a power be given to the Secretary to establish and maintain free schools in every city, village and township in the United States; ... Let the youth of our country be instructed in reading, writing, and arithmetic, and in the doctrines of a religion of some kind; the Christian religion should be preferred to all others; for it belongs to this religion exclusively to teach us not only to cultivate peace with all men, but to forgive—nay more, to love our very enemies....




	3. Let every family be furnished at public expense, by the Secretary of this office, with an American edition of the Bible....




	4. Let the following sentence be inscribed in letters of gold over the door of every home in the United States: The Son of Man Came into the World, Not To Destroy Men's Lives, But To Save Them.




	5. ...[38][53]
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 Correspondence with Thomas Jefferson




On August 19, 1791, after departing the federal capital area, Banneker wrote a letter to Thomas Jefferson, who in 1776 had drafted the United States Declaration of Independence and in 1791 was serving as the United States Secretary of State (see: List of Secretaries of State of the United States[image: External link]).[54][55][56][57] Quoting language in the Declaration, the letter expressed a plea for justice for African Americans.

To further support this plea, Banneker included within the letter a handwritten manuscript of an almanac for 1792 containing his ephemeris with his astronomical calculations. He subsequently placed copies of the letter and Jefferson's reply in his journal, in a 1792 pamphlet printed and sold in Philadelphia and in his 1793 almanac.[24][39][54][55]

In the letter, Banneker accused Jefferson of criminally using fraud and violence to oppress his slaves by stating:


... Sir, how pitiable is it to reflect, that altho you were so fully convinced of the benevolence of the Father of mankind, and of his equal and impartial distribution of those rights and privileges which he had conferred upon them, that you should at the same time counteract his mercies, in detaining by fraud and violence so numerous a part of my brethren under groaning captivity and cruel oppression, that you should at the Same time be found guilty of that most criminal act, which you professedly detested in others, with respect to your Selves.[54][58][59]



The letter ended:


And now Sir, I Shall conclude and Subscribe my Self with the most profound respect,

Your most Obedient humble Servant

B. Banneker[54][60]



An English abolitionist, Thomas Day[image: External link], had earlier written in a 1776 letter that had been published in Boston in 1784:


If there be an object truly ridiculous in nature, it is an American patriot, signing resolutions of independency with the one hand, and with the other brandishing a whip over his affrighted slaves.[61]



Without directly responding to Banneker's accusation, Jefferson replied to Banneker's letter in a series of nuanced statements that expressed his interest in the advancement of the equality of America's black population.[62] Jefferson's reply stated:


Philadelphia Aug. 30. 1791.

Sir,

I thank you sincerely for your letter of the 19th. instant and for the Almanac it contained. no body wishes more than I do to see such proofs as you exhibit, that nature has given to our black brethren, talents equal to those of the other colours of men, & that the appearance of a want of them is owing merely to the degraded condition of their existence both in Africa & America. I can add with truth that no body wishes more ardently to see a good system commenced for raising the condition both of their body & mind to what it ought to be, as fast as the imbecillity of their present existence, and other circumstance which cannot be neglected, will admit. I have taken the liberty of sending your almanac to Monsieur de Condorcet[image: External link], Secretary of the Academy of sciences at Paris[image: External link], and member of the Philanthropic society because I considered it as a document to which your whole colour had a right for their justification against the doubts which have been entertained of them. I am with great esteem, Sir,

Your most obedt. humble servt.

Th. Jefferson[63]



Marie-Jean-Antoine-Nicolas de Caritat, marquis de Condorcet, to whom Jefferson sent Banneker's almanac, was a noted French mathematician and abolitionist who was a member of the French Société des Amis des Noirs (Society of the Friends of the Blacks)[image: External link].[24][64] It appears that the Academy of Sciences itself did not receive the almanac.[65]

When writing his letter, Banneker informed Jefferson that his 1791 work with Andrew Ellicott on the District boundary survey had affected his work on his 1792 ephemeris and almanac by stating:


.... And altho I had almost declined to make my calculation for the ensuing year, in consequence of that time which I had allotted therefor being taking up at the Federal Territory by the request of Mr. Andrew Ellicott, ....[58][66]



On the same day that he replied to Banneker (August 30, 1791), Jefferson sent a letter to the Marquis de Condorcet that contained the following paragraph relating to Banneker's race, abilities, almanac and work with Andrew Ellicott:


I am happy to be able to inform you that we have now in the United States a negro, the son of a black man born in Africa, and of a black woman born in the United States, who is a very respectable mathematician. I procured him to be employed under one of our chief directors in laying out the new federal city on the Patowmac, & in the intervals of his leisure, while on that work, he made an Almanac for the next year, which he sent me in his own hand writing, & which I inclose to you. I have seen very elegant solutions of Geometrical problems by him. Add to this that he is a very worthy & respectable member of society. He is a free man. I shall be delighted to see these instances of moral eminence so multiplied as to prove that the want of talents observed in them is merely the effect of their degraded condition, and not proceeding from any difference in the structure of the parts on which intellect depends.[67]



In 1809, three years after Banneker's death, Jefferson expressed a different opinion of Banneker in a letter to Joel Barlow that criticized a "diatribe" that a French abolitionist, Henri Grégoire[image: External link], had written in 1808:[68]


The whole do not amount, in point of evidence, to what we know ourselves of Banneker. We know he had spherical trigonometry[image: External link] enough to make almanacs, but not without the suspicion of aid from Ellicot, who was his neighbor and friend, and never missed an opportunity of puffing him. I have a long letter from Banneker, which shows him to have had a mind of very common stature indeed.[43][69]
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 Death




Banneker never married.[12] Because of declining sales, his last almanac was published in 1797. After selling much of his homesite to the Ellicotts and others,[12][70] he died in his log cabin[image: External link] nine years later on October 9, 1806,[1][71] exactly one month before his 75th birthday. His chronic alcoholism[image: External link], which worsened as he aged, may have contributed to his death.[72]

An obituary concluded:


Mr. Banneker is a prominent instance to prove that a descendant of Africa is susceptible of as great mental improvement and deep knowledge into the mysteries of nature as that of any other nation.[1][71]



A commemorative obelisk[image: External link] that the Maryland Bicentennial[image: External link] Commission and the State Commission on Afro American History[image: External link] and Culture[image: External link] erected in 1977 near his unmarked grave stands in the yard[image: External link] of the Mt. Gilboa African Methodist Episcopal Church[image: External link] in Oella, Maryland[image: External link] (see Mount Gilboa Chapel[image: External link]).[73]
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 Banneker artifacts




On the day of his funeral in 1806, a fire burned Banneker's log cabin to the ground, destroying many of his belongings and papers.[1][74][75] A member of the Elllicott family, which had retained Banneker's only remaining journal, donated the document and other Banneker manuscripts to the Maryland Historical Society[image: External link] in 1987.[76] The family also retained several items that Banneker had used after borrowing them from George Ellicott.[74][77]

In 1996, a descendant of George Ellicott decided to sell at auction[image: External link] some of the items, including a table, candlesticks and molds.[78] Although supporters of the planned Benjamin Banneker Historical Park and Museum[image: External link] in Oella, Maryland, had hoped to obtain these and several other items related to Banneker and the Ellicotts, a Virginia investment banker won most of the items with a series of bids that totaled $49,750. The purchaser stated that he expected to keep some of the items and to donate the rest to the planned African American Civil War Memorial museum in Washington, D.C.[79]

In 1997, it was announced that the artifacts would be loaned to the Benjamin Banneker Historical Park and Museum in Oella and to the Banneker-Douglass Museum[image: External link] in Annapolis, Maryland.[80] After receiving the artifacts, the Oella museum placed the table and the candle molds into an exhibit.[81]
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 Mythology and legacy




Further information: Mythology and legacy of Benjamin Banneker[image: External link]


A substantial mythology[image: External link] exaggerating Benjamin Banneker's accomplishments has developed during the two centuries that have elapsed since his death (see Mythology of Benjamin Banneker)[image: External link].[82][83][84] Several such urban legends[image: External link] describe Banneker's alleged activities in the Washington, D.C. area around the time that he assisted Andrew Ellicott in the federal district boundary survey.[34][83][84][85] Others involve his clock, his almanacs and his journals.[84]

A United States postage stamp[image: External link] and the names of a number of recreational and cultural facilities, schools, streets and other facilities and institutions throughout the United States have commemorated Banneker's documented and mythical accomplishments throughout the years since he lived (see Commemorations of Benjamin Banneker[image: External link]).
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(2) Respers, Lisa (1997-01-04). "Museum to display Banneker artifacts: Owner will allow objects to be shown for 20 years"[image: External link]. The Baltimore Sun[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 2015-04-01. Retrieved 2015-04-01. A happy ending is in sight for the planned Benjamin Banneker Historical Park and Museum in Oella, outbid at auction last fall for valuable artifacts once owned by the noted African-American astronomer and inventor. Next week, the Virginia-based investment banker who paid $85,000 for a table, candlesticks, documents and other items is expected to sign an agreement allowing the museum to display the artifacts for 20 years. .... Items auctioned in Bethesda in September came from a descendant of the Ellicotts, a white family that forged a strong friendship with the scientist, who died in 1806. Among them: a maple and pine drop-leaf table believed to have been lent to Banneker by the Ellicott family, two candlesticks and a candle mold, a ledger from the Ellicott & Co. general store noting purchases by Banneker, and several documents and letters pertaining to Banneker and the Ellicotts. ..... Friedman, a history buff, donated the artifacts to a Civil War monument and visitors center being built by his friend Frank Smith Jr.[image: External link], a Washington councilman. He said the entire collection, which includes other items of Banneker's period that did not relate to him, will be part of a Black History exhibit at The Corcoran Gallery of Art in Washington. They will then be turned over to the Banneker-Douglas Museum[image: External link] in Annapolis, until construction of the Oella museum is completed.

(3) "Banneker dream a reality Oella: Artifacts of the 'first black man of science' on display in new museum and park"[image: External link]. The Baltimore Sun[image: External link]. 1998-07-02. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 2015-04-01. Retrieved 2015-04-01. The artifacts donated by Mr. Friedman, including a William and Mary drop-leaf table, candlesticks and documents, will be brought to the museum next year.


	
^ (1) Whittle, Syd. "Desk used by Benjamin Banneker (photographed 2012-05-15 in Benjamin Banneker Museum, Oella, Maryland)"[image: External link]. "Benjamin Banneker" marker. HMdb: The Historical Marker Database. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 2015-09-19. Retrieved 2015-09-07.

(2) Scible, Kelly (2014-11-19). "Embracing history at the Benjamin Banneker Historical Park and Museum"[image: External link]. Westminster, Maryland[image: External link]: Carroll County Times[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 2015-08-18. Retrieved 2015-08-18. The museum has desk and candle molds used by Benjamin.


	
^ (1) Maryland Historical Society Library Department (2014-02-06). "The Dreams of Benjamin Banneker"[image: External link]. Underbelly: African American History. Maryland Historical Society[image: External link]. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 2014-12-16. Retrieved 2015-03-09. Over the 200 years since the death of Benjamin Banneker (1731–1806), his story has become a muddled combination of fact, inference, misinformation, hyperbole, and legend. Like many other figures throughout history, the small amount of surviving source material has nurtured the development of a degree of mythology surrounding his story.

(2) Cerami, p. 142.[image: External link] Archived[image: External link] 2015-06-07 at the Wayback Machine[image: External link]., "(Banneker) has existed in dim memory mainly on mangled ideas about his work, and even utter falsehoods that are unwise attempts to glorify a man who needs no such embellishment. ........"

(3) Johnson[image: External link]. "(Banneker's) life and work have become enshrouded in legend and anecdote."


	
^ a b "Editorial Note: Locating the Federal District: Footnote 119"[image: External link]. Founders Online: Thomas Jefferson. National Historical Publications & Records Commission: U.S. National Archives and Records Administration, last modified 2016-12-06. (Original source: The Papers of Thomas Jefferson, vol. 19, 24 January–31 March 1791, ed. Julian P. Boyd. Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1974, pp. 3–58.). Archived from the original[image: External link] on 2016-12-22. Retrieved 2016-12-22. Recent biographical accounts of Benjamin Banneker (1731–1806), a mulatto whose father was a native African and whose grandmother was English, have done his memory a disservice by obscuring his real achievements under a cloud of extravagant claims to scientific accomplishment that have no foundation in fact. The single notable exception is Silvio A. Bedini’s The Life of Benjamin Banneker (New York, 1972), a work of painstaking research and scrupulous attention to accuracy which also benefits from the author’s discovery of important and hitherto unavailable manuscript sources. However, as Bedini points out, the story of Banneker’s involvement in the survey of the Federal District “rests on extremely meager documentation” (p. 104). This consists of a single mention by TJ, two brief statements by Banneker himself, and the newspaper allusion quoted above. In consequence, Bedini’s otherwise reliable biography accepts the version of Banneker’s role in this episode as presented in reminiscences of nineteenth-century authors. These recollections, deriving in large part from members of the Ellicott family who were prompted by Quaker inclinations to justice and equality, have compounded the confusion. The nature of TJ’s connection with Banneker is treated in the Editorial Note to the group of documents under 30 Aug. 1791, but because of the obscured record it is necessary here to attempt a clarification of the role of this modest, self-taught tobacco farmer in the laying out of the national capital.

First of all, because of unwarranted claims to the contrary, it must be pointed out that there is no evidence whatever that Banneker had anything to do with the survey of the Federal City or indeed with the final establishment of the boundaries of the Federal District. All available testimony shows that he was present only during the few weeks early in 1791 when the rough preliminary survey of the ten mile square was made; that, after this was concluded and before the final survey was begun, he returned to his farm and his astronomical studies in April, accompanying Ellicott part way on his brief journey back to Philadelphia; and that thenceforth he had no connection with the mapping of the seat of government. ...

In any case, Banneker’s participation in the surveying of the Federal District was unquestionably brief and his role uncertain.


	
^ a b c Shipler, David K. (1998). The Myths of America[image: External link]. A Country of Strangers: Blacks and Whites in America. New York: Vintage Books[image: External link]. pp. 196–197. ISBN  0679734546[image: External link]. OCLC  39849003[image: External link]. Archived[image: External link] from the original on 2015-06-07 – via Google Books[image: External link]. The Banneker story, impressive as it was, got embellished in 1987, when the public school system in Portland, Oregon, published African-American Baseline Essays, a thick stack of loose-leaf background papers for teachers, commissioned to encourage black history instruction. They have been used in Detroit, Atlanta, Fort Lauderdale, Newark, and scattered schools elsewhere, although they have been attacked for gross inaccuracy in an entire literature of detailed criticism by respected historians. ....


	
^ (1) Bedini, 1970, p. 7.[image: External link] "The name of Benjamin Banneker, the Afro-American self-taught mathematician and almanac-maker, occurs again and again in the several published accounts of the survey of Washington City begun in 1791, but with conflicting reports of the role which he played. Writers have implied a wide range of involvement, from the keeper of horses or supervisor of the woodcutters, to the full responsibility of not only the survey of the ten mile square but the design of the city as well. None of these accounts has described the contribution which Banneker actually made."

(2) Cerami, pp. 142-143[image: External link] Archived[image: External link] 2015-06-07 at the Wayback Machine[image: External link]..

(3) Murdock[image: External link]. "This very well-researched book also helps lay to rest some of the myths about what Banneker did and did not do during his most unusual lifetime; unfortunately, many websites and books continue to propagate these myths, probably because those authors do not understand what Banneker actually accomplished."

(4) Toscano[image: External link]. "Some writers, in an effort to build up their hero, claim that Banneker was the designer of Washington. Other writers have asserted that Banneker's role in the survey is a myth without documentation. Neither group is correct. Bedini does a professional job of sorting out the truth from the falsehoods."

(5) Fasanelli, Florence D, "Benjamin Banneker's Life and Mathematics: Web of Truth? Legends as Facts; Man vs. Legend," a talk given on January 8, 2004, at the MAA/AMS meeting in Phoenix, AZ. Cited in Mahoney, John F (July 2010). "Benjamin Banneker's Inscribed Equilateral Triangle - References"[image: External link]. Loci. Mathematical Association of America[image: External link]. 2. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 2014-02-07. Retrieved 2014-02-06.

(6) Bigbytes. "Benjamin Banneker Stories"[image: External link]. dcsymbols dot com. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 2010-01-20. Retrieved 2017-01-01.

(7) Levine, Michael (2003-11-10). "L'Enfant designed more than D.C.: He designed a 200-year-old controversy"[image: External link]. History: Planning Our Capital City: Get to know the District of Columbia. DCpages.com. Archived from the original[image: External link] on 2003-12-06. Retrieved 2016-12-31.
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Federal City






The term federal city (Bundesstadt in German[image: External link]) is a title for certain cities in Germany[image: External link], Switzerland[image: External link], the Russian Federation[image: External link], India, and the United States.
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 Germany




In Germany, the former capital Bonn[image: External link] has been designated as a federal city. Since April 28, 1994, it is the second official residence of the President of Germany[image: External link], the Chancellor of Germany[image: External link], the Bundesrat[image: External link] (upper house), the first official residence of six federal ministries[image: External link], and approximately 20 federal authorities. This is merely a title, since Bonn is like many other German cities an independent city[image: External link], but part of a state.
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 Russia




Russia has two federal cities[image: External link]: Moscow[image: External link] and St. Petersburg[image: External link]. Although Sevastopol[image: External link] is considered by Russia its third federal city, most of the international community considers it, and the rest of Crimea[image: External link], Ukrainian territory.
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 Switzerland




Federal city is the official title of Bern[image: External link] as it is the seat of the Swiss parliament and government.
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 United States




Historically, Washington, D.C. has been called the "Federal City".
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 Others




Some national capitals, like Astana[image: External link], Bogota[image: External link], Brasilia[image: External link], Buenos Aires, Canberra[image: External link], Caracas[image: External link], Jakarta[image: External link], Mexico City[image: External link] and Seoul, among others, have a federal status, not belonging to any state or province (or being a state or province of their own, as is the case of Moscow[image: External link], Oslo[image: External link], Sofia[image: External link], Delhi and other cities). Sometimes this is called a federal district.
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	Free city[image: External link]
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Columbia (name)






For other uses, see Columbia (disambiguation)[image: External link].

"Columbia" (/ke'l^mbie /[image: External link]; kə-LUM -bee-ə[image: External link]) is a historical name used by both Europeans and Americans to describe the Americas[image: External link], the New World[image: External link], and often, more specifically, the United States of America. It is also a name given to the "Spirit of the Frontier" of which was used to illustrate Manifest Destiny[image: External link] among several other American political causes. It has given rise to the names of many persons, places, objects, institutions, and companies; e.g., Columbia University[image: External link], the District of Columbia (the national capital), and the ship Columbia Rediviva[image: External link], which would give its name to the Columbia River. Images of the Statue of Liberty[image: External link] largely displaced Columbia as the female symbol of the U.S. by around 1920.[1]

Columbia is a New Latin[image: External link] toponym[image: External link], in use since the 1730s, for the Thirteen Colonies. It originated from the name of Italian explorer Christopher Columbus[image: External link] and from the ending -ia, common in Latin names of countries (paralleling Britannia[image: External link], Gallia[image: External link] etc.).
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 History




Massachusetts Chief Justice Samuel Sewall[image: External link] used the name Columbina (not Columbia) for the New World in 1697.[4] The name Columbia for "America" first appeared in 1738[5][6] in the weekly publication of the debates of the British Parliament in Edward Cave[image: External link]'s The Gentleman's Magazine[image: External link]. Publication of Parliamentary debates was technically illegal, so the debates were issued under the thin disguise of Reports of the Debates of the Senate of Lilliput, and fictitious names were used for most individuals and placenames found in the record. Most of these were transparent anagrams or similar distortions of the real names; some few were taken directly from Jonathan Swift[image: External link]'s Gulliver's Travels[image: External link]; and a few others were classical or neoclassical in style. Such were Ierne for Ireland, Iberia for Spain, Noveborac for New York (from Eboracum[image: External link], the Roman name for York[image: External link]), and Columbia for America—at the time used in the sense of "European colonies in the New World".[7]

The name was perhaps first coined by Samuel Johnson[image: External link], thought to have been the author of an introductory essay (in which "Columbia" already appears) which explained the conceit of substituting "Lilliputian" for English names; Johnson also wrote down the Debates from 1740 to 1743. The name continued to appear in The Gentleman's Magazine until December 1746. Columbia seems an obvious calque[image: External link] on America, substituting the base of the surname of the discoverer Christopher Columbus[image: External link] for the base of the given name of the somewhat less well-known Amerigo Vespucci[image: External link] Vespucius.

As the debates of Parliament, many of whose decisions directly affected the colonies, were distributed and closely followed in the British colonies in America, the name "Columbia" would have been familiar to the United States' founding generation.

In the second half of the 18th century, the American colonists were beginning to acquire a sense of having an identity distinct from that of their British cousins on the other side of the ocean. At that time, it was common for European countries to use a Latin[image: External link] name in formal or poetical contexts to confer an additional degree of respectability on the country concerned.[8] In many cases, these nations were personified as pseudo-classical goddesses named with these Latin names. Located on a continent unknown to and unnamed by the Romans, "Columbia" was the closest that the Americans could come to emulating this custom.

By the time of the Revolution, the name Columbia had lost the comic overtone of its "Lilliputian" origins and had become established as an alternative, or poetic name for America. While the name America is necessarily scanned with four syllables, according to 18th-century rules of English versification, Columbia was normally scanned with three, which is often more metrically convenient. The name appears, for instance, in a collection of complimentary poems written by Harvard[image: External link] graduates in 1761, on the occasion of the marriage and coronation[image: External link] of King George III[image: External link].[9]


	Behold, Britannia! in thy favour'd Isle;

	At distance, thou, Columbia! view thy Prince,

	For ancestors renowned, for virtues more;[10]




The name "Columbia" rapidly came to be applied to a variety of items reflecting American identity. A ship built in Massachusetts in 1773, received the name Columbia Rediviva[image: External link]; it later became famous as an exploring ship, and lent its name to new "Columbias."

No serious consideration was given to using the name Columbia as an official name for the independent United States,[citation needed[image: External link]] but with independence the name became popular and was given to many counties[image: External link], townships[image: External link], and towns, as well as other institutions, e.g.:


	In 1784, the former King's College in New York City had its name changed to Columbia College[image: External link], which became the nucleus of the present-day Ivy League Columbia University[image: External link].

	In 1786, South Carolina[image: External link] gave the name "Columbia" to its new capital city[image: External link]. Columbia is also the name of at least nineteen other towns in the United States.

	In 1791, three commissioners appointed by President Washington named the area destined for the seat of the U.S. government "the Territory[image: External link] of Columbia"; it was subsequently (1801) organized as the District of Columbia.

	In 1792, the Columbia Rediviva[image: External link] sailing ship gave its name to the Columbia River in the American Northwest (much later, the Rediviva would give its name to the Space Shuttle Columbia[image: External link])

	In 1798, Joseph Hopkinson[image: External link] wrote lyrics for Philip Phile[image: External link]'s 1789 inaugural "President's March" under the new title of "Hail, Columbia[image: External link]." Once used as de facto national anthem of the United States, it is now used as the entrance march of the Vice President of the United States.

	In 1865 Jules Verne[image: External link]'s novel From the Earth to the Moon[image: External link], the spacecraft to the moon was fired from a giant Columbiad[image: External link] cannon.



In part, the more frequent usage of the name Columbia reflected a rising American neoclassicism[image: External link], exemplified in the tendency to use Roman terms and symbols. The selection of the eagle[image: External link] as the national bird[image: External link], the heraldric use of the eagle[image: External link], the use of the term Senate to describe the upper house[image: External link] of Congress, and the naming of Capitol Hill[image: External link] and the Capitol building were all conscious evocations of Roman precedents.

The adjective Columbian has been used to mean "of or from the United States of America", for instance in the 1893 World's Columbian Exposition[image: External link] held in Chicago, Illinois[image: External link]. It has occasionally been proposed as an alternative word for "American"[image: External link].

Columbian should not be confused with the adjective " Pre-Columbian[image: External link]", referring to a time period before the arrival of Christopher Columbus in 1492.
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 Personification




As a quasi-mythical figure, Columbia first appears in the poetry of African-American Phillis Wheatley[image: External link] starting in 1776 during the revolutionary war:


One century scarce perform'd its destined round,

When Gallic powers Columbia's fury found;

And so may you, whoever dares disgrace

The land of freedom's heaven-defended race!

Fix'd are the eyes of nations on the scales,

For in their hopes Columbia's arm prevails.[11]



Especially in the 19th century, Columbia would be visualized as a goddess-like[image: External link] female national personification[image: External link] of the United States and of Liberty itself, comparable to the British[image: External link] Britannia[image: External link], the Italian[image: External link] Italia Turrita[image: External link], and the French[image: External link] Marianne[image: External link], often seen in political cartoons[image: External link] of the 19th-early 20th century. This personification was sometimes called "Lady Columbia" or "Miss Columbia". Such iconography usually personified America in the form of an Indian queen or Native American princess[12]

The image of the personified Columbia was never fixed, but she was most often presented as a woman between youth and middle age, wearing classically-draped garments decorated with stars and stripes. A popular version gave her a red-and-white-striped dress and a blue blouse, shawl, or sash, spangled with white stars. Her headdress varied; sometimes it included feathers reminiscent of a Native American headdress; sometimes it was a laurel wreath[image: External link], but most often it was a cap of liberty[image: External link].

Early in World War I (1914–1918) the image of Columbia standing over a kneeling "Doughboy" was issued in lieu of the Purple Heart Medal. She gave "to her son the accolade of the new chivalry of humanity" for injuries sustained in "the" World War.

In World War I the name "Liberty Bond" for savings bonds was heavily publicized, often with images from the Statue of Liberty. The personification of Columbia fell out of use, and she was largely replaced by the Statue of Liberty[image: External link] as a feminine symbol of the United States.[13] When Columbia Pictures[image: External link] adopted Columbia as its logo[image: External link] in 1924, she appeared (and still appears) bearing a torch—similar to the Statue of Liberty, and unlike 19th-century depictions of Columbia.

Statues of the personified Columbia may be found in the following places:


	The 1863 Statue of Freedom[image: External link] atop the United States Capitol building, though not actually called "Columbia", shares many of her iconic characteristics.[14][15]


	Atop Philadelphia's Memorial Hall[image: External link], built 1876

	The replica Statue of the Republic[image: External link] ("Golden Lady") in Chicago's Jackson Park[image: External link] is often understood to be Columbia. It is one of the remaining icons of the 1893 World's Columbian Exposition[image: External link].

	In the National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific[image: External link], dedicated 1949.
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 Modern appearances




Since 1800, the name Columbia has been used for a wide variety of items:


	The naming of the New World and of the newly independent country of Colombia[image: External link] after Christopher Columbus in the early 19th century is discussed at Colombia § Etymology[image: External link].

	In the 1840s, the Canadian province[image: External link] of British Columbia[image: External link] was named by Queen Victoria[image: External link]; the details of the naming of the Columbia River and the Columbia provinces around it are discussed at British Columbia § Etymology[image: External link].

	
Avenues and streets[image: External link] in various cities and towns throughout the United States named Columbia Avenue or Columbia Street, such as the Columbia Avenue Historic District[image: External link] in Davenport, Iowa, and various Columbia Avenues in Pennsylvania cities

	Columbia County, Pennsylvania[image: External link]

	
Columbia, Pennsylvania[image: External link], in Lancaster County

	
Columbia University[image: External link], an Ivy League university in New York City, which first adopted the name 'Columbia College' in 1784.

	The song "Hail, Columbia[image: External link]", an American patriotic song[image: External link]. It was considered, with several other songs, one of the unofficial national anthems[image: External link] of the United States until 1931, when "The Star-Spangled Banner[image: External link]" was officially named the national anthem

	The song "Columbia, Gem of the Ocean[image: External link]" (1843) commemorates the United States under the name Columbia.

	
Columbia Records[image: External link], founded in 1888, took its name from its headquarters in the District of Columbia.

	
Columbia Pictures[image: External link], named in 1924, uses a version of the personified Columbia as its logo after a great deal of experimentation.[16]


	
CBS[image: External link]'s former legal name was the Columbia Broadcasting System, first used in 1928. The name derived from an investor, the Columbia Phonograph Manufacturing Company, owner of Columbia Records.

	The Command Module[image: External link] of the Apollo 11[image: External link] spacecraft, the first manned mission to land on the Moon[image: External link], was called Columbia (1969).

	The Space Shuttle Columbia[image: External link], built 1975–1979, was named for the exploring ship Columbia[image: External link].

	A personified Columbia appears in Uncle Sam[image: External link], a graphic novel about American history (1997).

	The setting of the 2013 video game BioShock Infinite[image: External link] is the fictional city of Columbia, which makes frequent use of Columbia's image. Columbia herself is believed to be an archangel by the citizens.
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National personification[image: External link], contains the list of personifications for various nations and territories.

	The Goddess of Liberty[image: External link]

	Goddess of Democracy[image: External link]

	Lady Justice[image: External link]

	
Our Lady of Guadalupe[image: External link], a similar symbol for Mexico[image: External link], albeit of religious nature

	Athena[image: External link]

	Colombia[image: External link]

	
Bavaria[image: External link], a symbol for the German state of Bavaria[image: External link] (Bayern)

	
Britannia[image: External link], a symbol for Great Britain[image: External link]
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Washington County, D.C.






The County of Washington was one of five original political entities within the District of Columbia, the capital of the United States. Formed by the Organic Act of 1801 from parts of Montgomery and Prince George's County, Maryland, Washington County referred to all parts of the District of Columbia "on the east side of the Potomac, together with the islands therein." The bed of the Potomac River was considered to be part of Washington County as well.[1] Alexandria County, containing the City of Alexandria formed the portion of the District ceded by the state of Virginia[image: External link]. It was returned to Virginia by Congress in 1846, thereby making Washington County and the District of Columbia coterminous.[2] At times, however, the term "Washington County" was used to refer to only the remainder of the District that was part of neither Georgetown nor Washington City.[3]
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 Government




Starting in 1801, Washington County was governed by a board of commissioners, or a levy court, made up all of the Justices of the Peace[image: External link], or magistrates, of the county appointed by the President and the number of those were not fixed.[4] In 1812, the board was reorganized with seven magistrates, two from east of Rock Creek but outside of Washington City, two from west of Rock Creek but outside of Georgetown and three from Georgetown, with none from Washington City until 1848 when four members from the City were added. The board was again changed 1863 when it was reduced to nine members, three from the city of Washington, one from Georgetown, and five from county lands outside the city.[5] These justices carried out the duties of county commissioners[image: External link]. Despite being within the federal territory, Congress left Washington County subject to the laws of Maryland.[6]
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 History






	Historical population



	Census
	Pop.
	
	%±



	1800
	1,941
	
	—



	1810
	2,315
	
	19.3%



	1820
	2,729
	
	17.9%



	1830
	2,994
	
	9.7%



	1840
	3,069
	
	2.5%



	1850
	3,320
	
	8.2%



	1860
	5,225
	
	57.4%



	1870
	11,117
	
	112.8%



	Source:[7]




Washington County included Pleasant Plains, the estate of the Holmead family; Edgewood[image: External link], home of Treasury Secretary Salmon P. Chase[image: External link]; and Petworth, the estate of Colonel John Tayloe III[image: External link]. Also contained in Washington County was the U.S. Soldiers' Retirement Home[image: External link], where President Abraham Lincoln lived during his summers as President. Despite its comparatively large geographic size, Washington County was sparsely populated until the end of the 19th century.

Slavery was legal in Washington County, as it was in Maryland, but it was illegal to import a slave from Alexandria County for sale in Washington County. Slavery was ended in Washington County in April, 1862 by the District of Columbia Compensated Emancipation Act. It was the last part of the United States to end slavery before the 13th Amendment ended throughout the country.

During the American Civil War (1861–65), Washington County contained a partial circle of defensive fortifications that made Washington one of the most heavily fortified cities in the world at that time.[8] The forts surrounding Union-held[image: External link] territory in Virginia completed the defense circle. The Battle of Fort Stevens[image: External link], July 11–12, 1864, took place in Washington County.

After the Civil War, many of the old estates in Washington County were sold and developed into suburbs for the growing capital city. Among the earliest developments were LeDroit Park[image: External link] and Mount Pleasant, which eventually became the first "streetcar suburb[image: External link]". Uniontown and Barry Farm, a settlement for freedmen[image: External link], developed east of the Anacostia River.

Washington County and the cities of Washington and Georgetown were abolished in 1871 following the passage of the District of Columbia Organic Act of 1871. This law brought the entire District of Columbia under the control of a territorial government headed by an appointed governor, an appointed eleven-member council, and a locally elected 22-member assembly. Two of the eleven council seats were reserved for representatives from the county outside of the cities of Washington and Georgetown.[9] Three years later, Congress abolished the territorial government in favor of direct rule over the District by an appointed three-member commission.[10]
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Ford's Theatre






This article is about the theater. For the television series of a similar name, see Ford Theatre[image: External link].

Ford's Theatre is a theater[image: External link] in Washington, D.C., used for various stage performances beginning in the 1860s. It is also the site of the assassination of U.S. President Abraham Lincoln on April 14, 1865. After being shot, the mortally wounded president was carried across the street to the Petersen House[image: External link], where he died the next morning.

The theater was later used as a warehouse and office building, and in 1893 part of it collapsed, causing 22 deaths. It was renovated and re-opened as a theater in 1968. During the 2000s, it was renovated again, opening on February 12, 2009, in commemoration of the bicentennial of Lincoln's birth. A related Center for Education and Leadership museum experience opened February 12, 2012 next to Petersen House.

The Petersen House and the theater are preserved together as Ford's Theatre National Historic Site, administered by the National Park Service; programming within the theater and the Center for Education is overseen separately by the Ford's Theatre Society in a public-private partnership.[2] Ford's Theatre is located at 511 10th Street, NW.
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 History




See also: United States Congress Joint Committee on the Ford's Theater Disaster[image: External link]


The site was originally a house of worship, constructed in 1833 as the second meeting house of the First Baptist Church[image: External link] of Washington, with Obadiah Bruen Brown[image: External link] as the pastor. In 1861, after the congregation moved to a newly built structure, John T. Ford[image: External link] bought the former church and renovated it into a theater. He first called it Ford's Athenaeum. It was destroyed by fire in 1862, and was rebuilt

Just five days after General Lee[image: External link]'s surrender at Appomattox Court House[image: External link], Lincoln and his wife attended a performance of Our American Cousin[image: External link] at Ford's Theatre. The famous actor John Wilkes Booth[image: External link], desperate to aid the dying Confederacy[image: External link], stepped into the box where the presidential party was sitting and shot Lincoln. Booth then jumped onto the stage, and cried out "Sic semper tyrannis[image: External link]" (some heard "The South is avenged!") just before escaping through the back of the theater.[3][4][5]

Following the assassination, the United States Government appropriated the theater, with Congress paying Ford $[image: External link]88,000 in compensation,[6] and an order was issued forever prohibiting its use as a place of public amusement. Between 1866 and 1887, the theater was taken over by the U.S. military and served as a facility for the War Department[image: External link] with records kept on the first floor, the Library of the Surgeon General's Office[image: External link] on the second floor, and the Army Medical Museum[image: External link] on the third. In 1887, the building exclusively became a clerk's office for the War Department, when the medical departments moved out.

On June 9, 1893, the front part of the building collapsed, killing 22 clerks and injuring another 68. This led some people to believe that the former church turned theater and storeroom was cursed. The building was repaired and used as a government warehouse until 1911.

It languished unused until 1918. In 1928,[7] the building was turned over from the War Department Office to the Office of Public Buildings and Parks of the National Capital. A Lincoln museum opened on the first floor of the theater building on February 12, 1932—Lincoln's 123rd birthday.[8] In 1933, the building was transferred to the National Park Service.

The restoration of Ford's Theatre was brought about by the two decade-long lobbying efforts of Democratic National Committeeman Melvin D. Hildreth and Republican North Dakota Representative Milton Young[image: External link]. Hildreth first suggested to Young the need for its restoration in 1945. Through extensive lobbying of Congress, a bill was passed in 1955 to prepare an engineering study for the reconstruction of the building.[9] In 1964 Congress approved funds for its restoration, which began that year and was completed in 1968.

On January 21, 1968, Vice President Hubert Humphrey[image: External link] and 500 others dedicated the restored theater.[10] The theater reopened on January 30, 1968, with a gala performance.[11]

The theater was again renovated during the 2000s. It has a current seating capacity of 665.[12] The re-opening ceremony was on February 11, 2009,[13] which commemorated Lincoln's 200th birthday. The event featured remarks from President Barack Obama[image: External link] as well as appearances by Katie Couric[image: External link], Kelsey Grammer[image: External link], James Earl Jones[image: External link], Ben Vereen[image: External link], Jeffrey Wright[image: External link], the President's Own Marine Band[image: External link], Joshua Bell[image: External link], Patrick Lundy[image: External link] and the Ministers of Music, Audra McDonald[image: External link] and Jessye Norman[image: External link].[14]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Ford's Theatre National Historic Site




The National Historic Site consisting of two contributing buildings, the theater and the Petersen House, was designated in 1932.

The Ford's Theatre Museum beneath the theater contains portions of the Olroyd Collection of Lincolniana. Most recently renovated and reimagined for a July 2009 reopening,[15] the Museum is run through a partnership with the National Park Service and the private non-profit 501(c)(3) Ford's Theatre Society. The collection includes multiple items related to the assassination, including the Derringer[image: External link] pistol used to carry out the shooting, Booth's diary and the original door to Lincoln's theater box. In addition, a number of Lincoln's family items, his coat (without the blood-stained pieces), some statues of Lincoln and several large portraits of the President are on display in the museum. The blood-stained pillow from the President's deathbed is in the Ford's Theatre Museum. In addition to covering the assassination conspiracy, the renovated museum focuses on Lincoln's arrival in Washington, his presidential cabinet, family life in the White House and his role as orator and emancipator.[16] The museum also features exhibits about Civil War milestones and generals and about the building's history as a theatrical venue. The rocking chair in which Lincoln was sitting is now on display at The Henry Ford Museum[image: External link] in Dearborn, Michigan[image: External link].

Tours of Ford's Theatre and the adjacent Petersen House are by timed-entry ticket. Tickets can be reserved ahead, and there are also tickets available on the day of entry on a first-come, first-served basis. Admission is free.
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 Petersen House




Main article: Petersen House (Washington, D.C.)[image: External link]


Attendants, including Dr. Charles Leale[image: External link], carried the President onto 10th Street. The doctor decided to take him to Petersen's boarding house across the street. The streets were extremely crowded with people because of the uproar. A captain cleared the way to the brick federal style rowhouse[image: External link]. A boarder, Henry Safford, noticed what was going on and stood on the front steps crying, "Bring him in here! Bring him in here!" Then he was taken into the bedroom in the rear of the parlors and placed on a bed that was not long enough for him. Mrs. Lincoln[image: External link] was escorted across the street by Clara Harris[image: External link], who had been in the box during the shooting, and whose fiancé, Henry Rathbone[image: External link], had been stabbed by Booth during the assassination. Rathbone, bleeding severely from the knife wound in his arm, collapsed from loss of blood after arriving at the Petersen House.

During the night and early morning, military guards patrolled outside to prevent onlookers from coming inside the house. A parade of government officials and physicians was allowed to come inside and pay respects to the unconscious President. Physicians continually removed blood clots which formed over the wound and poured out the excess brain fluid and brain matter from where the bullet had entered Lincoln's head in order to relieve pressure on the brain. However, the external and internal hemorrhaging continued throughout the night. Lincoln died in the house on April 15, 1865, at 7:22 a.m., at age 56. Among the attending physicians was Anderson Ruffin Abbott[image: External link], a black, Canadian[image: External link]-educated doctor who later wrote "Some recollections of Lincoln's assassination".[17]

The National Park Service has operated the Petersen House as a historic house museum[image: External link] since 1933. The rooms have been furnished to appear as if it were the night of Abraham Lincoln's death.[18]
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 In literature




Ford's Theatre is a key site in the children's historical novel Assassin[image: External link] by Anna Myers.
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	Abraham Lincoln Birthplace National Historic Site[image: External link]

	Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum[image: External link]

	Lincoln Boyhood National Memorial[image: External link]

	Lincoln Home National Historic Site[image: External link]

	Lincoln Memorial

	Lincoln Tomb[image: External link]

	Mount Rushmore

	Theater in Washington, D.C.

	United States Presidential Memorial[image: External link]

	President Lincoln's Cottage[image: External link]
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Abraham Lincoln ( i[image: External link]/'eIbrehaem 'lINGken /[image: External link]; February 12, 1809 – April 15, 1865) was an American politician and lawyer who served as the 16th President of the United States[image: External link] from March 1861 until his assassination in April 1865. Lincoln led the United States through its Civil War—its bloodiest war and perhaps its greatest moral, constitutional, and political crisis.[2][3] In doing so, he preserved the Union[image: External link], paved the way to the abolition of slavery, strengthened the federal government, and modernized the economy.

Born in Hodgenville, Kentucky[image: External link], Lincoln grew up on the western frontier in Kentucky and Indiana. Largely self-educated, he became a lawyer in Illinois, a Whig Party leader[image: External link], and was elected to the Illinois House of Representatives[image: External link], in which he served for eight years. Elected to the United States House of Representatives in 1846, Lincoln promoted rapid modernization of the economy through banks, tariffs, and railroads. Because he had originally agreed not to run for a second term in Congress, and because his opposition to the Mexican–American War was unpopular among Illinois voters, Lincoln returned to Springfield[image: External link] and resumed his successful law practice. Reentering politics in 1854, he became a leader in building the new Republican Party[image: External link], which had a statewide majority in Illinois. In 1858, while taking part in a series of highly publicized debates[image: External link] with his opponent and rival, Democrat Stephen A. Douglas[image: External link], Lincoln spoke out against the expansion of slavery, but lost the U.S. Senate race to Douglas.

In 1860, Lincoln secured the Republican Party presidential nomination as a moderate from a swing state. Though he gained very little support in the slaveholding states of the South, he swept the North and was elected president in 1860[image: External link]. Lincoln's victory prompted seven southern slave states to form the Confederate States of America[image: External link] before he moved into the White House—no compromise or reconciliation was found regarding slavery and secession. Subsequently, on April 12, 1861, a Confederate attack on Fort Sumter[image: External link] inspired the North to enthusiastically rally behind the Union[image: External link]. As the leader of the moderate faction of the Republican Party, Lincoln confronted Radical Republicans, who demanded harsher treatment of the South, War Democrats[image: External link], who called for more compromise, anti-war Democrats (called Copperheads[image: External link]), who despised him, and irreconcilable secessionists, who plotted his assassination. Politically, Lincoln fought back by pitting his opponents against each other, by carefully planned political patronage[image: External link], and by appealing to the American people with his powers of oratory.[4] His Gettysburg Address[image: External link] became an iconic endorsement of the principles of nationalism, republicanism, equal rights, liberty, and democracy.

Lincoln initially concentrated on the military and political dimensions of the war. His primary goal was to reunite the nation. He suspended habeas corpus[image: External link], leading to the controversial ex parte Merryman[image: External link] decision, and he averted potential British intervention in the war by defusing the Trent Affair[image: External link] in late 1861. Lincoln closely supervised the war effort, especially the selection of top generals, including his most successful general, Ulysses S. Grant. He also made major decisions on Union war strategy, including a naval blockade that shut down the South's normal trade, moves to take control of Kentucky and Tennessee, and using gunboats to gain control of the southern river system. Lincoln tried repeatedly to capture the Confederate capital at Richmond[image: External link]; each time a general failed, Lincoln substituted another, until finally Grant succeeded. As the war progressed, his complex moves toward ending slavery included the Emancipation Proclamation of 1863; Lincoln used the U.S. Army to protect escaped slaves, encouraged the border states[image: External link] to outlaw slavery, and pushed through Congress the Thirteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution[image: External link], which permanently outlawed slavery.

An exceptionally astute politician deeply involved with power issues in each state, Lincoln reached out to the War Democrats and managed his own re-election campaign in the 1864 presidential election[image: External link]. Anticipating the war's conclusion, Lincoln pushed a moderate view of Reconstruction[image: External link], seeking to reunite the nation speedily through a policy of generous reconciliation in the face of lingering and bitter divisiveness. On April 14, 1865, five days after the surrender of Confederate commanding general Robert E. Lee[image: External link], Lincoln was assassinated by John Wilkes Booth[image: External link], a Confederate sympathizer.

Lincoln has been consistently ranked[image: External link] both by scholars[5] and the public[6] as among the greatest U.S. presidents.
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Main article: Early life and career of Abraham Lincoln[image: External link]


Abraham Lincoln was born February 12, 1809, the second child of Thomas[image: External link] and Nancy Hanks Lincoln[image: External link], in a one-room log cabin on the Sinking Spring Farm[image: External link] near Hodgenville, Kentucky[image: External link].[7] He was a descendant of Samuel Lincoln[image: External link], an Englishman[image: External link] who migrated from Hingham, Norfolk[image: External link] to its namesake of Hingham, Massachusetts[image: External link] in 1638. Samuel's grandson and great-grandson began the family's western migration, which passed through New Jersey, Pennsylvania, and Virginia[image: External link].[8][9] Lincoln's paternal grandfather and namesake, Captain Abraham Lincoln[image: External link], moved the family from Virginia to Jefferson County, Kentucky[image: External link] in the 1780s.[10] Captain Lincoln was killed in an Indian raid[image: External link] in 1786. His children, including eight-year-old Thomas,[12] the future president's father, witnessed the attack.[13][14][15] After his father's murder, Thomas was left to make his own way on the frontier, working at odd jobs in Kentucky and in Tennessee, before settling with members of his family in Hardin County, Kentucky[image: External link] in the early 1800s.[16][17]

Lincoln's mother, Nancy, is widely assumed to have been the daughter of Lucy Hanks, although no record of Nancy Hanks' birth has ever been found.[18] According to William Ensign Lincoln's book The Ancestry of Abraham Lincoln, Nancy was the daughter of Joseph Hanks;[19] however, the debate continues over whether she was born out of wedlock. Still another researcher, Adin Baber, claims that Nancy Hanks was the daughter of Abraham Hanks and Sarah Harper of Virginia.[20]

Thomas Lincoln and Nancy Hanks were married on June 12, 1806, in Washington County, and moved to Elizabethtown, Kentucky[image: External link], following their marriage.[21] They became the parents of three children: Sarah, born on February 10, 1807; Abraham, on February 12, 1809; and another son, Thomas, who died in infancy.[22] Thomas Lincoln bought or leased several farms in Kentucky, including the Sinking Spring farm, where Abraham was born; however, a land title dispute soon forced the Lincolns to move.[23][24] In 1811, the family moved eight miles (13 km) north, to Knob Creek Farm[image: External link], where Thomas acquired title to 230 acres (93 ha) of land. In 1815 a claimant in another land dispute sought to eject the family from the farm.[24] Of the 816.5 acres (330 ha) that Thomas held in Kentucky, he lost all but 200 acres (81 ha) of his land in court disputes over property titles.[25] Frustrated over the lack of security provided by the Kentucky title survey system in the courts, Thomas sold the remaining land he held in Kentucky in 1814, and began planning a move to Indiana, where the land survey process was more reliable and the ability for an individual to retain land titles was more secure.[26]

In 1816, the family moved north across the Ohio River to Indiana, a free, non-slaveholding territory, where they settled in an "unbroken forest"[27] in Hurricane Township, Perry County[image: External link]. (Their land in southern Indiana became part of Spencer County, Indiana[image: External link], when the county was established in 1818.)[28][29] The farm is preserved as part of the Lincoln Boyhood National Memorial[image: External link]. In 1860, Lincoln noted that the family's move to Indiana was "partly on account of slavery"; but mainly due to land title difficulties in Kentucky.[25][30] During the family's years in Kentucky and Indiana, Thomas Lincoln worked as a farmer, cabinetmaker, and carpenter.[31] He owned farms, several town lots and livestock, paid taxes, sat on juries, appraised estates, served on country slave patrols, and guarded prisoners. Thomas and Nancy Lincoln were also members of a Separate Baptists[image: External link] church, which had restrictive moral standards and opposed alcohol, dancing, and slavery.[32] Within a year of the family's arrival in Indiana, Thomas claimed title to 160 acres (65 ha) of Indiana land. Despite some financial challenges he eventually obtained clear title to 80 acres (32 ha) of land in what became known as the Little Pigeon Creek Community[image: External link] in Spencer County.[33] Prior to the family's move to Illinois in 1830, Thomas had acquired an additional twenty acres of land adjacent to his property.[34]

Several significant family events took place during Lincoln's youth in Indiana. On October 5, 1818, Nancy Lincoln died of milk sickness[image: External link], leaving eleven-year-old Sarah[image: External link] in charge of a household that included her father, nine-year-old Abraham, and Dennis Hanks, Nancy's nineteen-year-old orphaned cousin.[35] On December 2, 1819, Lincoln's father married Sarah "Sally" Bush Johnston[image: External link], a widow from Elizabethtown, Kentucky, with three children of her own.[36] Abraham became very close to his stepmother, whom he referred to as "Mother".[37][38] Those who knew Lincoln as a teenager later recalled him being very distraught over his sister Sarah's death on January 20, 1828, while giving birth to a stillborn[image: External link] son.[39][40]

As a youth, Lincoln disliked the hard labor associated with frontier life. Some of his neighbors and family members thought for a time that he was lazy for all his "reading, scribbling, writing, ciphering, writing Poetry, etc.",[41][42][43] and must have done it to avoid manual labor. His stepmother also acknowledged he did not enjoy "physical labor", but loved to read.[44] Lincoln was largely self-educated. His formal schooling from several itinerant teachers was intermittent, the aggregate of which may have amounted to less than a year; however, he was an avid reader and retained a lifelong interest in learning.[45][46] Family, neighbors, and schoolmates of Lincoln's youth recalled that he read and reread the King James Bible[image: External link], Aesop's Fables[image: External link], Bunyan[image: External link]'s The Pilgrim's Progress[image: External link], Defoe[image: External link]'s Robinson Crusoe[image: External link], Weems's The Life of Washington, and Franklin[image: External link]'s Autobiography, among others.[47][48][49][50]

As he grew into his teens, Lincoln took responsibility for the chores expected of him as one of the boys in the household. He also complied with the customary obligation of a son giving his father all earnings from work done outside the home until the age of twenty-one.[51] Abraham became adept at using an axe. Tall for his age, Lincoln was also strong and athletic.[52] He attained a reputation for brawn and audacity after a very competitive wrestling match with the renowned leader of a group of ruffians known as "the Clary's Grove boys".[53]

In early March 1830, partly out of fear of a milk sickness[image: External link] outbreak along the Ohio River, several members of the extended Lincoln family moved west to Illinois, a non-slaveholding state, and settled in Macon County[image: External link], 10 miles (16 km) west of Decatur[image: External link].[54][55] Historians disagree on who initiated the move; Thomas Lincoln had no obvious reason to leave Indiana, and one possibility is that other members of the family, including Dennis Hanks, might not have attained the stability and steady income that Thomas Lincoln had.[56] After the family relocated to Illinois, Abraham became increasingly distant from his father,[57] in part because of his father's lack of education, and occasionally lent him money.[58] In 1831, as Thomas and other members of the family prepared to move to a new homestead[image: External link] in Coles County, Illinois[image: External link], Abraham was old enough to make his own decisions and struck out on his own.[59] Traveling down the Sangamon River[image: External link], he ended up in the village of New Salem[image: External link] in Sangamon County[image: External link].[60] Later that spring, Denton Offutt[image: External link], a New Salem merchant, hired Lincoln and some friends to take goods by flatboat[image: External link] from New Salem to New Orleans via the Sangamon, Illinois, and Mississippi rivers. After arriving in New Orleans—and witnessing slavery firsthand—Lincoln returned to New Salem, where he remained for the next six years.[61][62]
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Further information: Lincoln family tree[image: External link] and Medical and mental health of Abraham Lincoln[image: External link]


According to some sources, Lincoln's first romantic interest was Ann Rutledge[image: External link], whom he met when he first moved to New Salem; these sources indicate that by 1835, they were in a relationship but not formally engaged.[63] She died at the age of 22 on August 25, 1835, most likely of typhoid fever[image: External link].[64] In the early 1830s, he met Mary Owens from Kentucky when she was visiting her sister.[65]

Late in 1836, Lincoln agreed to a match with Mary if she returned to New Salem. Mary did return in November 1836, and Lincoln courted her for a time; however, they both had second thoughts about their relationship. On August 16, 1837, Lincoln wrote Mary a letter suggesting he would not blame her if she ended the relationship. She never replied and the courtship ended.[65]

In 1840, Lincoln became engaged to Mary Todd[image: External link], who was from a wealthy slave-holding family in Lexington[image: External link], Kentucky.[66] They met in Springfield[image: External link], Illinois, in December 1839[67] and were engaged the following December.[68] A wedding set for January 1, 1841, was canceled when the two broke off their engagement at Lincoln's initiative.[67][69] They later met again at a party and married on November 4, 1842, in the Springfield mansion of Mary's married sister.[70] While preparing for the nuptials and feeling anxiety again, Lincoln, when asked where he was going, replied, "To hell, I suppose."[71] In 1844, the couple bought a house[image: External link] in Springfield near Lincoln's law office. Mary Todd Lincoln kept house, often with the help of a relative or hired servant girl.[72]

He was an affectionate, though often absent, husband and father of four children. Robert Todd Lincoln[image: External link] was born in 1843 and Edward Baker Lincoln[image: External link] (Eddie) in 1846. Edward died on February 1, 1850, in Springfield, probably of tuberculosis. "Willie" Lincoln[image: External link] was born on December 21, 1850, and died of a fever on February 20, 1862. The Lincolns' fourth son, Thomas "Tad" Lincoln[image: External link], was born on April 4, 1853, and died of heart failure at the age of 18 on July 16, 1871.[73] Robert was the only child to live to adulthood and have children. The Lincolns' last descendant, great-grandson Robert Todd Lincoln Beckwith[image: External link], died in 1985.[74] Lincoln "was remarkably fond of children",[75] and the Lincolns were not considered to be strict with their own.[76]

The deaths of their sons had profound effects on both parents. Later in life, Mary struggled with the stresses of losing her husband and sons, and Robert Lincoln committed her temporarily to a mental health asylum in 1875.[77] Abraham Lincoln suffered from " melancholy[image: External link]", a condition which now is referred to as clinical depression[image: External link].[78]

Lincoln's father-in-law and others of the Todd family were either slave owners or slave traders. Lincoln was close to the Todds, and he and his family occasionally visited the Todd estate in Lexington.[79]

During his term as President of the United States of America, Mary was known to cook for Lincoln often. Since she was raised by a wealthy family, her cooking abilities were simple, but satisfied Lincoln's tastes, which included, particularly, imported oysters.[80]
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Further information: Early life and career of Abraham Lincoln[image: External link] and Abraham Lincoln in the Black Hawk War[image: External link]


In 1832, at age 23, Lincoln and a partner bought a small general store on credit in New Salem[image: External link], Illinois.[81] Although the economy was booming in the region, the business struggled and Lincoln eventually sold his share. That March he began his political career with his first campaign for the Illinois General Assembly[image: External link]. He had attained local popularity and could draw crowds as a natural raconteur[image: External link] in New Salem, though he lacked an education, powerful friends, and money, which may be why he lost. He advocated navigational improvements on the Sangamon River.[82][83]

Before the election, Lincoln served as a captain in the Illinois Militia during the Black Hawk War[image: External link].[84] Following his return, Lincoln continued his campaign for the August 6 election for the Illinois General Assembly. At 6 feet 4 inches (193 cm),[85] he was tall and "strong enough to intimidate any rival". At his first speech, when he saw a supporter in the crowd being attacked, Lincoln grabbed the assailant by his "neck and the seat of his trousers" and threw him.[86] Lincoln finished eighth out of 13 candidates (the top four were elected), though he received 277 of the 300 votes cast in the New Salem precinct.[87]

Lincoln served as New Salem's postmaster and later as county surveyor, all the while reading voraciously. He then decided to become a lawyer and began teaching himself law by reading Blackstone[image: External link]'s Commentaries on the Laws of England[image: External link] and other law books. Of his learning method, Lincoln stated: "I studied with nobody".[88] His second campaign in 1834 was successful. He won election to the state legislature; though he ran as a Whig[image: External link], many Democrats favored him over a more powerful Whig opponent.[89]

Admitted to the bar[image: External link] in 1836,[90] he moved to Springfield, Illinois, and began to practice law under John T. Stuart[image: External link], Mary Todd's cousin.[91] Lincoln became an able and successful lawyer with a reputation as a formidable adversary during cross-examinations and closing arguments. He partnered with Stephen T. Logan[image: External link] from 1841 until 1844. Then Lincoln began his practice[image: External link] with William Herndon[image: External link], whom Lincoln thought "a studious young man".[92]

Successful on his second run for office, Lincoln served four successive terms in the Illinois House of Representatives[image: External link] as a Whig representative from Sangamon County.[93] He supported the construction of the Illinois and Michigan Canal[image: External link], which he remained involved with later as a Canal Commissioner.[94] In the 1835–36 legislative session, he voted to expand suffrage to white males, whether landowners or not.[95] He was known for his "free soil" stance of opposing both slavery and abolitionism. He first articulated this in 1837, saying, "[The] Institution of slavery is founded on both injustice and bad policy, but the promulgation of abolition doctrines tends rather to increase than abate its evils."[96] His stance closely followed Henry Clay[image: External link] in supporting the American Colonization Society[image: External link] program of making the abolition of slavery practical by its advocation and helping the freed slaves to settle in Liberia[image: External link] in Africa.[97]
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From the early 1830s, Lincoln was a steadfast Whig and professed to friends in 1861 to be "an old line Whig, a disciple of Henry Clay".[98] The party, including Lincoln, favored economic modernization in banking, protective tariffs to fund internal improvements[image: External link] including railroads, and espoused urbanization as well.[99]

In 1846, Lincoln was elected to the U.S. House of Representatives, where he served one two-year term. He was the only Whig in the Illinois delegation, but he showed his party loyalty by participating in almost all votes and making speeches that echoed the party line.[100] Lincoln, in collaboration with abolitionist Congressman Joshua R. Giddings[image: External link], wrote a bill to abolish slavery in the District of Columbia[image: External link] with compensation for the owners, enforcement to capture fugitive slaves, and a popular vote on the matter. He abandoned the bill when it failed to garner sufficient Whig supporters.[101]

On foreign and military policy, Lincoln spoke out against the Mexican–American War, which he attributed to President Polk[image: External link]'s desire for "military glory—that attractive rainbow, that rises in showers of blood".[102] Lincoln also supported the Wilmot Proviso[image: External link], which, if it had been adopted, would have banned slavery in any U.S. territory won from Mexico.[103]

Lincoln emphasized his opposition to Polk by drafting and introducing his Spot Resolutions[image: External link]. The war had begun with a Mexican slaughter of American soldiers in territory disputed by Mexico and the U.S. Polk insisted that Mexican soldiers had "invaded our territory and shed the blood of our fellow-citizens on our own soil".[104][105] Lincoln demanded that Polk show Congress the exact spot on which blood had been shed and prove that the spot was on American soil.[105]

Congress never enacted the resolution or even debated it, the national papers ignored it, and it resulted in a loss of political support for Lincoln in his district. One Illinois newspaper derisively nicknamed him "spotty Lincoln".[106][107][108] Lincoln later regretted some of his statements, especially his attack on the presidential war-making powers.[109]

Realizing Clay was unlikely to win the presidency, Lincoln, who had pledged in 1846 to serve only one term in the House, supported General Zachary Taylor[image: External link] for the Whig nomination in the 1848 presidential election[image: External link].[110] Taylor won and Lincoln hoped to be appointed Commissioner of the General Land Office[image: External link], but that lucrative patronage job went to an Illinois rival, Justin Butterfield[image: External link], considered by the administration to be a highly skilled lawyer, but in Lincoln's view, an "old fossil".[111] The administration offered him the consolation prize of secretary or governor of the Oregon Territory[image: External link].[112] This distant territory was a Democratic stronghold, and acceptance of the post would have effectively ended his legal and political career in Illinois, so he declined and resumed his law practice.[113]
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Lincoln returned to practicing law in Springfield, handling "every kind of business that could come before a prairie lawyer".[114] Twice a year for 16 years, 10 weeks at a time, he appeared in county seats in the midstate region when the county courts were in session.[115] Lincoln handled many transportation cases in the midst of the nation's western expansion, particularly the conflicts arising from the operation of river barges under the many new railroad bridges. As a riverboat man, Lincoln initially favored those interests, but ultimately represented whoever hired him.[116] In fact, he later represented a bridge company against a riverboat company in a landmark case[image: External link] involving a canal boat that sank after hitting a bridge.[117][118] In 1849, he received a patent for a flotation device[image: External link] for the movement of boats in shallow water. The idea was never commercialized, but Lincoln is the only president to hold a patent.[119][120]

In 1851, he represented the Alton & Sangamon Railroad[image: External link] in a dispute with one of its shareholders, James A. Barret, who had refused to pay the balance on his pledge to buy shares in the railroad on the grounds that the company had changed its original train route.[121][122] Lincoln successfully argued that the railroad company was not bound by its original charter extant at the time of Barret's pledge; the charter was amended in the public interest to provide a newer, superior, and less expensive route, and the corporation retained the right to demand Barret's payment. The decision by the Illinois Supreme Court[image: External link] has been cited by numerous other courts in the nation.[121] Lincoln appeared before the Illinois Supreme Court in 175 cases, in 51 as sole counsel, of which 31 were decided in his favor.[123] From 1853 to 1860, another of Lincoln's largest clients was the Illinois Central Railroad[image: External link].[124] Lincoln's reputation with clients gave rise to his nickname "Honest Abe."[125]

Lincoln's most notable criminal trial occurred in 1858 when he defended William "Duff" Armstrong[image: External link], who was on trial for the murder of James Preston Metzker.[126] The case is famous for Lincoln's use of a fact established by judicial notice[image: External link] in order to challenge the credibility of an eyewitness. After an opposing witness testified seeing the crime in the moonlight, Lincoln produced a Farmers' Almanac[image: External link] showing the moon was at a low angle, drastically reducing visibility. Based on this evidence, Armstrong was acquitted.[126]

Lincoln rarely raised objections in the courtroom; but in an 1859 case, where he defended a cousin, Peachy Harrison, who was accused of stabbing another to death, Lincoln angrily protested the judge's decision to exclude evidence favorable to his client. Instead of holding Lincoln in contempt of court as was expected, the judge, a Democrat, reversed his ruling, allowing the evidence and acquitting Harrison.[126][127]
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Further information: Slave and free states[image: External link] and Abraham Lincoln and slavery[image: External link]


By the 1850s, slavery was still legal in the southern United States, but had been outlawed in all the northern states since 1803, including Illinois, whose original 1818 Constitution forbade slavery.[128] Lincoln disapproved of slavery, but he only demanded the end to the spread of slavery to new territory in the west.[129] He returned to politics to oppose the pro-slavery Kansas–Nebraska Act[image: External link] (1854); this law repealed the slavery-restricting Missouri Compromise[image: External link] (1820). Senior Senator Stephen A. Douglas[image: External link] of Illinois had incorporated popular sovereignty[image: External link] into the Act. Douglas' provision, which Lincoln opposed, specified settlers had the right to determine locally whether to allow slavery in new U.S. territory, rather than have such a decision restricted by the national Congress.[130]

Eric Foner[image: External link] (2010) contrasts the abolitionists and anti-slavery Radical Republicans of the Northeast who saw slavery as a sin, with the conservative Republicans who thought it was bad because it hurt white people and blocked progress. Foner argues that Lincoln was a moderate in the middle, opposing slavery primarily because it violated the republicanism principles of the Founding Fathers[image: External link], especially the equality of all men and democratic self-government as expressed in the Declaration of Independence.[131]

On October 16, 1854, in his "Peoria Speech[image: External link]", Lincoln declared his opposition to slavery, which he repeated en route to the presidency.[132] Speaking in his Kentucky accent, with a very powerful voice,[133] he said the Kansas Act had a "declared indifference, but as I must think, a covert real zeal for the spread of slavery. I cannot but hate it. I hate it because of the monstrous injustice of slavery itself. I hate it because it deprives our republican example of its just influence in the world ..."[134]

In late 1854, Lincoln ran as a Whig for the U.S. Senate. At that time, senators were elected by the state legislature.[135] After leading in the first six rounds of voting, but unable to obtain a majority, Lincoln instructed his backers to vote for Lyman Trumbull[image: External link]. Trumbull was an antislavery Democrat, and had received few votes in the earlier ballots; his supporters, also antislavery Democrats, had vowed not to support any Whig. Lincoln's decision to withdraw enabled his Whig supporters and Trumbull's antislavery Democrats to combine and defeat the mainstream Democratic candidate, Joel Aldrich Matteson[image: External link].[136]

Nationally, the Whigs had been irreparably split by the Kansas–Nebraska Act and other efforts to compromise on the slavery issue. Lincoln wrote, "I think I am a Whig, but others say there are no Whigs, and that I am an abolitionist [...] I do no more than oppose the extension of slavery."[137] Drawing on the antislavery portion of the Whig Party, and combining Free Soil[image: External link], Liberty[image: External link], and antislavery Democratic Party[image: External link] members, the new Republican Party[image: External link] formed as a northern party dedicated to antislavery.[138] Lincoln was one of those instrumental in forging the shape of the new party; at the 1856 Republican National Convention[image: External link], he placed second in the contest to become its candidate for vice president.[139]

In 1857–1858, Douglas broke with President James Buchanan[image: External link], leading to a fight for control of the Democratic Party. Some eastern Republicans even favored the reelection of Douglas for the Senate in 1858, since he had led the opposition to the Lecompton Constitution[image: External link], which would have admitted Kansas as a slave state[image: External link].[140] In March 1857, the Supreme Court issued its decision in Dred Scott v. Sandford[image: External link]; Chief Justice Roger B. Taney[image: External link] opined that blacks were not citizens, and derived no rights from the Constitution. Lincoln denounced the decision, alleging it was the product of a conspiracy of Democrats to support the Slave Power[image: External link].[141] Lincoln argued, "The authors of the Declaration of Independence never intended 'to say all were equal in color, size, intellect, moral developments, or social capacity', but they 'did consider all men created equal—equal in certain inalienable rights, among which are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness'."[142]

After the state Republican party convention nominated him for the U.S. Senate in 1858, Lincoln delivered his House Divided Speech[image: External link], drawing on Mark 3:25[image: External link], "A house divided against itself cannot stand. I believe this government cannot endure permanently half slave and half free. I do not expect the Union to be dissolved—I do not expect the house to fall—but I do expect it will cease to be divided. It will become all one thing, or all the other."[143] The speech created an evocative image of the danger of disunion caused by the slavery debate, and rallied Republicans across the North.[144] The stage was then set for the campaign for statewide election of the Illinois legislature which would, in turn, select Lincoln or Douglas as its U.S. senator.[145]
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Further information: Lincoln–Douglas debates[image: External link] and Cooper Union speech[image: External link]


The Senate campaign featured the seven Lincoln–Douglas debates[image: External link] of 1858, the most famous political debates in American history.[146] The principals stood in stark contrast both physically and politically. Lincoln warned that "The Slave Power[image: External link]" was threatening the values of republicanism, and accused Douglas of distorting the values of the Founding Fathers that all men are created equal[image: External link], while Douglas emphasized his Freeport Doctrine[image: External link], that local settlers were free to choose whether to allow slavery or not, and accused Lincoln of having joined the abolitionists.[147] The debates had an atmosphere of a prize fight and drew crowds in the thousands. Lincoln stated Douglas' popular sovereignty[image: External link] theory was a threat to the nation's morality and that Douglas represented a conspiracy to extend slavery to free states. Douglas said that Lincoln was defying the authority of the U.S. Supreme Court and the Dred Scott decision.[148]

Though the Republican legislative candidates won more popular votes, the Democrats won more seats, and the legislature re-elected Douglas to the Senate. Despite the bitterness of the defeat for Lincoln, his articulation of the issues gave him a national political reputation.[149] In May 1859, Lincoln purchased the Illinois Staats-Anzeiger, a German-language newspaper which was consistently supportive; most of the state's 130,000 German Americans voted Democratic but there was Republican support that a German-language paper could mobilize.[150]

On February 27, 1860, New York party leaders invited Lincoln to give a speech at Cooper Union[image: External link] to a group of powerful Republicans. Lincoln argued that the Founding Fathers had little use for popular sovereignty and had repeatedly sought to restrict slavery. Lincoln insisted the moral foundation of the Republicans required opposition to slavery, and rejected any "groping for some middle ground between the right and the wrong".[151] Despite his inelegant appearance—many in the audience thought him awkward and even ugly[152]—Lincoln demonstrated an intellectual leadership that brought him into the front ranks of the party and into contention for the Republican presidential nomination. Journalist Noah Brooks[image: External link] reported, "No man ever before made such an impression on his first appeal to a New York audience."[153][154]

Historian Donald[image: External link] described the speech as a "superb political move for an unannounced candidate, to appear in one rival's (William H. Seward[image: External link]) own state at an event sponsored by the second rival's (Salmon P. Chase[image: External link]) loyalists, while not mentioning either by name during its delivery".[155] In response to an inquiry about his presidential intentions, Lincoln said, "The taste is in my mouth a little."[156]
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Main articles: Electoral history of Abraham Lincoln[image: External link] and United States presidential election, 1860[image: External link]


On May 9–10, 1860, the Illinois Republican State Convention was held in Decatur.[157] Lincoln's followers organized a campaign team led by David Davis[image: External link], Norman Judd[image: External link], Leonard Swett[image: External link], and Jesse DuBois, and Lincoln received his first endorsement to run for the presidency.[158] Exploiting the embellished legend of his frontier days with his father (clearing the land and splitting fence rails with an ax), Lincoln's supporters adopted the label of "The Rail Candidate".[159] In 1860 Lincoln described himself : "I am in height, six feet, four inches, nearly; lean in flesh, weighing, on an average, one hundred and eighty pounds; dark complexion, with coarse black hair, and gray eyes." A biographer added that he had a:


	Large head, with high crown of skull; thick, bushy hair; large and deep eye-caverns; heavy eyebrows; a large nose; large ears; large mouth; thin upper and somewhat thick under lip; very high and prominent cheek-bones; cheeks thin and sunken; strongly developed jawbone; chin slightly upturned; a thin but sinewy neck, rather long; long arms; large hands; chest thin and narrow as compared with his great height; legs of more than proportionate length, and large feet.[160]




On May 18, at the Republican National Convention[image: External link] in Chicago, Lincoln's friends promised and manipulated and won the nomination on the third ballot, beating candidates such as William H. Seward and Salmon P. Chase. A former Democrat, Hannibal Hamlin[image: External link] of Maine, was nominated for Vice President to balance the ticket. Lincoln's success depended on his reputation as a moderate on the slavery issue, and his strong support for Whiggish programs of internal improvements and the protective tariff.[161]

On the third ballot Pennsylvania put him over the top. Pennsylvania iron interests were reassured by his support for protective tariffs.[162] Lincoln's managers had been adroitly focused on this delegation as well as the others, while following Lincoln's strong dictate to "Make no contracts that bind me".[163]

Most Republicans agreed with Lincoln that the North was the aggrieved party, as the Slave Power tightened its grasp on the national government with the Dred Scott decision and the presidency of James Buchanan. Throughout the 1850s, Lincoln doubted the prospects of civil war, and his supporters rejected claims that his election would incite secession.[164] Meanwhile, Douglas was selected as the candidate of the Northern Democrats. Delegates from 11 slave states walked out of the Democratic convention[image: External link], disagreeing with Douglas' position on popular sovereignty, and ultimately selected John C. Breckinridge[image: External link] as their candidate.[165]

Prior to the Republican convention, the Lincoln campaign began cultivating a nationwide teen[image: External link] and young adult organization, the Wide Awakes[image: External link], which it used to generate popular support for Lincoln throughout the country to spearhead large voter registration drives, knowing that new voters and young voters tend to embrace new and young parties.[166] As Lincoln's ideas of abolishing slavery[image: External link] grew, so did his supporters. People of the Northern states knew the Southern states would vote against Lincoln because of his ideas of anti-slavery and took action to rally supporters for Lincoln.[167]

As Douglas and the other candidates went through with their campaigns, Lincoln was the only one of them who gave no speeches. Instead, he monitored the campaign closely and relied on the enthusiasm of the Republican Party. The party did the leg work that produced majorities across the North, and produced an abundance of campaign posters, leaflets, and newspaper editorials. There were thousands of Republican speakers who focused first on the party platform, and second on Lincoln's life story, emphasizing his childhood poverty. The goal was to demonstrate the superior power of "free labor", whereby a common farm boy could work his way to the top by his own efforts.[168] The Republican Party's production of campaign literature dwarfed the combined opposition; a Chicago Tribune writer produced a pamphlet that detailed Lincoln's life, and sold 100,000 to 200,000 copies.[169]
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Main articles: United States presidential election, 1860[image: External link] and Baltimore Plot[image: External link]


On November 6, 1860, Lincoln was elected the 16th president of the United States, beating Democrat Stephen A. Douglas, John C. Breckinridge of the Southern Democrats, and John Bell[image: External link] of the new Constitutional Union Party[image: External link]. He was the first president from the Republican Party. His victory was entirely due to the strength of his support in the North and West; no ballots were cast for him in 10 of the 15 Southern slave states, and he won only two of 996 counties in all the Southern states.[170]

Lincoln received 1,866,452 votes, Douglas 1,376,957 votes, Breckinridge 849,781 votes, and Bell 588,789 votes. Turnout was 82.2 percent, with Lincoln winning the free Northern states, as well as California and Oregon. Douglas won Missouri, and split New Jersey with Lincoln.[171] Bell won Virginia, Tennessee, and Kentucky, and Breckinridge won the rest of the South.[172]

Although Lincoln won only a plurality of the popular vote, his victory in the electoral college[image: External link] was decisive: Lincoln had 180 and his opponents added together had only 123. There were fusion tickets[image: External link] in which all of Lincoln's opponents combined to support the same slate of Electors in New York, New Jersey, and Rhode Island, but even if the anti-Lincoln vote had been combined in every state, Lincoln still would have won a majority in the Electoral College.[173]

As Lincoln's election became evident, secessionists made clear their intent to leave the Union before he took office the next March.[174] On December 20, 1860, South Carolina took the lead by adopting an ordinance of secession; by February 1, 1861, Florida, Mississippi, Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana, and Texas followed.[175][176] Six of these states then adopted a constitution and declared themselves to be a sovereign nation, the Confederate States of America[image: External link].[175] The upper South and border states (Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, North Carolina, Tennessee, Kentucky, Missouri, and Arkansas) listened to, but initially rejected, the secessionist appeal.[177] President Buchanan and President-elect Lincoln refused to recognize the Confederacy, declaring secession illegal.[178] The Confederacy selected Jefferson Davis[image: External link] as its provisional President on February 9, 1861.[179]

There were attempts at compromise. The Crittenden Compromise[image: External link] would have extended the Missouri Compromise[image: External link] line of 1820, dividing the territories into slave and free, contrary to the Republican Party's free-soil platform.[180] Lincoln rejected the idea, saying, "I will suffer death before I consent ... to any concession or compromise which looks like buying the privilege to take possession of this government to which we have a constitutional right."[181]

Lincoln, however, did tacitly support the proposed Corwin Amendment[image: External link] to the Constitution, which passed Congress before Lincoln came into office and was then awaiting ratification by the states. That proposed amendment would have protected slavery in states where it already existed and would have guaranteed that Congress would not interfere with slavery without Southern consent.[182][183] A few weeks before the war, Lincoln sent a letter to every governor informing them Congress had passed a joint resolution to amend the Constitution.[184] Lincoln was open to the possibility of a constitutional convention to make further amendments to the Constitution.[185]

En route to his inauguration by train, Lincoln addressed crowds and legislatures across the North.[186] The president-elect then evaded possible assassins[image: External link] in Baltimore, who were uncovered by Lincoln's head of security, Allan Pinkerton[image: External link]. On February 23, 1861, he arrived in disguise in Washington, D.C., which was placed under substantial military guard.[187] Lincoln directed his inaugural address[image: External link] to the South, proclaiming once again that he had no intention, or inclination, to abolish slavery in the Southern states:


Apprehension seems to exist among the people of the Southern States that by the accession of a Republican Administration their property and their peace and personal security are to be endangered. There has never been any reasonable cause for such apprehension. Indeed, the most ample evidence to the contrary has all the while existed and been open to their inspection. It is found in nearly all the published speeches of him who now addresses you. I do but quote from one of those speeches when I declare that "I have no purpose, directly or indirectly, to interfere with the institution of slavery in the States where it exists. I believe I have no lawful right to do so, and I have no inclination to do so."

— First inaugural address[image: External link], 4 March 1861[188]



The President ended his address with an appeal to the people of the South: "We are not enemies, but friends. We must not be enemies ... The mystic chords of memory, stretching from every battlefield, and patriot grave, to every living heart and hearthstone, all over this broad land, will yet swell the chorus of the Union, when again touched, as surely they will be, by the better angels of our nature."[189] The failure of the Peace Conference of 1861[image: External link] signaled that legislative compromise was impossible. By March 1861, no leaders of the insurrection had proposed rejoining the Union on any terms. Meanwhile, Lincoln and the Republican leadership agreed that the dismantling of the Union could not be tolerated.[190] Lincoln said as the war was ending:


	Both parties deprecated war, but one of them would make war rather than let the Nation survive, and the other would accept war rather than let it perish, and the war came.[191]
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Main articles: American Civil War and Battle of Fort Sumter[image: External link]


The commander of Fort Sumter, South Carolina, Major Robert Anderson[image: External link], sent a request for provisions to Washington, and the execution of Lincoln's order to meet that request was seen by the secessionists as an act of war. On April 12, 1861, Confederate forces fired on Union troops at Fort Sumter[image: External link], forcing them to surrender, and began the war. Historian Allan Nevins[image: External link] argued that the newly inaugurated Lincoln made three miscalculations: underestimating the gravity of the crisis, exaggerating the strength of Unionist sentiment in the South, and not realizing the Southern Unionists were insisting there be no invasion.[192]

William Tecumseh Sherman[image: External link] talked to Lincoln during inauguration week and was "sadly disappointed" at his failure to realize that "the country was sleeping on a volcano" and that the South was preparing for war.[193] Historian Donald[image: External link] concludes that, "His repeated efforts to avoid collision in the months between inauguration and the firing on Ft. Sumter showed he adhered to his vow not to be the first to shed fraternal blood. But he also vowed not to surrender the forts. The only resolution of these contradictory positions was for the confederates to fire the first shot; they did just that."[194]

On April 15, Lincoln called on all the states to send detachments totaling 75,000 troops to recapture forts, protect Washington, and "preserve the Union", which, in his view, still existed intact despite the actions of the seceding states. This call forced the states to choose sides. Virginia declared its secession and was rewarded with the Confederate capital, despite the exposed position of Richmond[image: External link] so close to Union lines. North Carolina, Tennessee, and Arkansas also voted for secession over the next two months. Secession sentiment was strong in Missouri and Maryland, but did not prevail; Kentucky tried to be neutral.[195] The Confederate attack on Fort Sumter rallied Americans north of the Mason-Dixon line[image: External link] to the defense of the American nation. Historian Allan Nevins says:


	The thunderclap of Sumter produced a startling crystallization of Northern sentiment ... Anger swept the land. From every side came news of mass meetings, speeches, resolutions, tenders of business support, the muster of companies and regiments, the determined action of governors and legislatures."[196][197]




States sent Union regiments south in response to Lincoln's call to save the capital and confront the rebellion. On April 19, mobs in Baltimore, which controlled the rail links, attacked Union troops[image: External link] who were changing trains, and local leaders' groups later burned critical rail bridges to the capital. The Army responded by arresting local Maryland[image: External link] officials. Lincoln suspended the writ of habeas corpus[image: External link] in areas the army felt it needed to secure for troops to reach Washington.[198] John Merryman[image: External link], a Maryland official involved in hindering the U.S. troop movements, petitioned Supreme Court Chief Justice and Marylander, Roger B. Taney[image: External link], author of the controversial pro-slavery Dred Scott opinion, to issue a writ of habeas corpus, and in June Taney, acting as a circuit judge and not speaking for the Supreme Court, issued the writ, because in his opinion only Congress could suspend the writ. Lincoln continued the army policy that the writ was suspended in limited areas despite the Ex parte Merryman[image: External link] ruling.[199][200]
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After the Battle of Fort Sumter[image: External link], Lincoln realized the importance of taking immediate executive control of the war and making an overall strategy to put down the rebellion. Lincoln encountered an unprecedented political and military crisis, and he responded as commander-in-chief[image: External link], using unprecedented powers. He expanded his war powers, and imposed a blockade on all the Confederate shipping ports, disbursed funds before appropriation by Congress, and after suspending habeas corpus, arrested and imprisoned thousands of suspected Confederate sympathizers. Lincoln was supported by Congress and the northern public for these actions. In addition, Lincoln had to contend with reinforcing strong Union sympathies in the border slave states and keeping the war from becoming an international conflict.[201]

The war effort was the source of continued disparagement of Lincoln, and dominated his time and attention. From the start, it was clear that bipartisan support would be essential to success in the war effort, and any manner of compromise alienated factions on both sides of the aisle, such as the appointment of Republicans and Democrats to command positions in the Union Army. Copperheads criticized Lincoln for refusing to compromise on the slavery issue. Conversely, the Radical Republicans criticized him for moving too slowly in abolishing slavery.[202] On August 6, 1861, Lincoln signed the Confiscation Act[image: External link] that authorized judiciary proceedings to confiscate and free slaves who were used to support the Confederate war effort. In practice, the law had little effect, but it did signal political support for abolishing slavery in the Confederacy.[203]

In late August 1861, General John C. Frémont[image: External link], the 1856 Republican presidential nominee, issued, without consulting his superiors in Washington, a proclamation of martial law[image: External link] in Missouri. He declared that any citizen found bearing arms could be court-martialed[image: External link] and shot, and that slaves of persons aiding the rebellion would be freed. Frémont was already under a cloud with charges of negligence in his command of the Department of the West[image: External link] compounded with allegations of fraud and corruption. Lincoln overruled Frémont's proclamation. Lincoln believed that Fremont's emancipation was political; neither militarily necessary nor legal.[204] After Lincoln acted, Union enlistments from Maryland, Kentucky, and Missouri increased by over 40,000 troops.[205]

Lincoln left most diplomatic matters to his Secretary of State, William Seward. At times Seward was too bellicose, so for balance Lincoln stuck a close working relationship with Senator Charles Sumner[image: External link], the chairman of the Senate Foreign Relations Committee[image: External link].[206] The Trent Affair[image: External link] of late 1861 threatened war with Great Britain. The U.S. Navy had illegally intercepted a British mail ship, the Trent, on the high seas and seized two Confederate envoys; Britain protested vehemently while the U.S. cheered. Lincoln ended the crisis by releasing the two diplomats. Biographer James G. Randall[image: External link] has dissected Lincoln's successful techniques:


	his restraint, his avoidance of any outward expression of truculence, his early softening of State Department's attitude toward Britain, his deference toward Seward and Sumner, his withholding of his own paper prepared for the occasion, his readiness to arbitrate, his golden silence in addressing Congress, his shrewdness in recognizing that war must be averted, and his clear perception that a point could be clinched for America's true position at the same time that full satisfaction was given to a friendly country.[207]




Lincoln painstakingly monitored the telegraphic reports coming into the War Department[image: External link] headquarters. He kept close tabs on all phases of the military effort, consulted with governors, and selected generals based on their past success (as well as their state and party). In January 1862, after many complaints of inefficiency and profiteering in the War Department, Lincoln replaced Simon Cameron[image: External link] with Edwin Stanton[image: External link] as War Secretary[image: External link]. Stanton was a staunchly Unionist pro-business conservative Democrat who moved toward the Radical Republican faction. Nevertheless, he worked more often and more closely with Lincoln than any other senior official. "Stanton and Lincoln virtually conducted the war together," say Thomas and Hyman.[208]

In terms of war strategy, Lincoln articulated two priorities: to ensure that Washington was well-defended, and to conduct an aggressive war effort that would satisfy the demand in the North for prompt, decisive victory; major Northern newspaper editors expected victory within 90 days.[209] Twice a week, Lincoln would meet with his cabinet in the afternoon, and occasionally Mary Lincoln would force him to take a carriage ride because she was concerned he was working too hard.[210] Lincoln learned from reading the theoretical book of his chief of staff General Henry Halleck, a disciple of the European strategist Jomini[image: External link]; he began to appreciate the critical need to control strategic points, such as the Mississippi River.[211] Lincoln saw the importance of Vicksburg[image: External link] and understood the necessity of defeating the enemy's army, rather than simply capturing territory.[212]
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After the Union defeat at the First Battle of Bull Run[image: External link] and the retirement of the aged Winfield Scott[image: External link] in late 1861, Lincoln appointed Major General George B. McClellan[image: External link] general-in-chief of all the Union armies.[213] McClellan, a young West Point graduate, railroad executive, and Pennsylvania Democrat, took several months to plan and attempt his Peninsula Campaign[image: External link], longer than Lincoln wanted. The campaign's objective was to capture Richmond by moving the Army of the Potomac[image: External link] by boat to the peninsula and then overland to the Confederate capital. McClellan's repeated delays frustrated Lincoln and Congress, as did his position that no troops were needed to defend Washington. Lincoln insisted on holding some of McClellan's troops in defense of the capital; McClellan, who consistently overestimated the strength of Confederate troops, blamed this decision for the ultimate failure of the Peninsula Campaign.[214]

Lincoln removed McClellan as general-in-chief in March 1862, after McClellan's "Harrison's Landing Letter", in which he offered unsolicited political advice to Lincoln urging caution in the war effort.[215] The office remained empty until July, when Henry Halleck[image: External link] was selected for it.[216] McClellan's letter incensed Radical Republicans, who successfully pressured Lincoln to appoint John Pope[image: External link], a Republican, as head of the new Army of Virginia[image: External link]. Pope complied with Lincoln's strategic desire to move toward Richmond from the north, thus protecting the capital from attack.[217]

However, lacking requested reinforcements from McClellan, now commanding the Army of the Potomac, Pope was soundly defeated at the Second Battle of Bull Run[image: External link] in the summer of 1862, forcing the Army of the Potomac to defend Washington for a second time.[217] The war also expanded with naval operations in 1862 when the CSS Virginia[image: External link], formerly the USS Merrimack, damaged or destroyed three Union vessels in Norfolk, Virginia, before being engaged and damaged by the USS Monitor[image: External link]. Lincoln closely reviewed the dispatches and interrogated naval officers during their clash in the Battle of Hampton Roads[image: External link].[218]

Despite his dissatisfaction with McClellan's failure to reinforce Pope, Lincoln was desperate, and restored him to command of all forces around Washington, to the dismay of all in his cabinet but Seward.[219] Two days after McClellan's return to command, General Robert E. Lee[image: External link]'s forces crossed the Potomac River into Maryland, leading to the Battle of Antietam[image: External link] in September 1862.[220] The ensuing Union victory was among the bloodiest in American history, but it enabled Lincoln to announce that he would issue an Emancipation Proclamation in January. Having composed the Proclamation some time earlier, Lincoln had waited for a military victory to publish it to avoid it being perceived as the product of desperation.[221]

McClellan then resisted the President's demand that he pursue Lee's retreating and exposed army, while his counterpart General Don Carlos Buell[image: External link] likewise refused orders to move the Army of the Ohio[image: External link] against rebel forces in eastern Tennessee. As a result, Lincoln replaced Buell with William Rosecrans[image: External link]; and, after the 1862 midterm elections, he replaced McClellan with Republican Ambrose Burnside[image: External link]. Both of these replacements were political moderates and prospectively more supportive of the Commander-in-Chief.[222]

Burnside, against the advice of the president, prematurely launched an offensive across the Rappahannock River[image: External link] and was stunningly defeated by Lee at Fredericksburg[image: External link] in December. Not only had Burnside been defeated on the battlefield, but his soldiers were disgruntled and undisciplined. Desertions during 1863 were in the thousands and they increased after Fredericksburg.[223] Lincoln brought in Joseph Hooker[image: External link], despite his record of loose talk about the need for a military dictatorship.[224]

The mid-term elections[image: External link] in 1862 brought the Republicans severe losses due to sharp disfavor with the administration over its failure to deliver a speedy end to the war, as well as rising inflation, new high taxes, rumors of corruption, the suspension of habeas corpus, the military draft law[image: External link], and fears that freed slaves would undermine the labor market. The Emancipation Proclamation announced in September gained votes for the Republicans in the rural areas of New England and the upper Midwest, but it lost votes in the cities and the lower Midwest.[225]

While Republicans were discouraged, Democrats were energized and did especially well in Pennsylvania, Ohio, Indiana, and New York. The Republicans did maintain their majorities in Congress and in the major states, except New York. The Cincinnati Gazette contended that the voters were "depressed by the interminable nature of this war, as so far conducted, and by the rapid exhaustion of the national resources without progress".[225]

In the spring of 1863, Lincoln was optimistic about upcoming military campaigns to the point of thinking the end of the war could be near if a string of victories could be put together; these plans included Hooker's attack on Lee north of Richmond, Rosecrans' on Chattanooga, Grant's on Vicksburg, and a naval assault on Charleston.[226]

Hooker was routed by Lee at the Battle of Chancellorsville[image: External link] in May,[227] but continued to command his troops for some weeks. He ignored Lincoln's order to divide his troops, and possibly force Lee to do the same in Harper's Ferry[image: External link], and tendered his resignation, which Lincoln accepted. He was replaced by George Meade[image: External link], who followed Lee into Pennsylvania for the Gettysburg Campaign[image: External link], which was a victory for the Union, though Lee's army avoided capture. At the same time, after initial setbacks, Grant laid siege to Vicksburg and the Union navy attained some success in Charleston harbor.[228] After the Battle of Gettysburg, Lincoln clearly understood that his military decisions would be more effectively carried out by conveying his orders through his War Secretary or his general-in-chief on to his generals, who resented his civilian interference with their own plans. Even so, he often continued to give detailed directions to his generals as Commander-in-Chief.[229]
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 Emancipation Proclamation




Main articles: Abraham Lincoln and slavery[image: External link] and Emancipation Proclamation


Lincoln understood that the Federal government's power to end slavery was limited by the Constitution, which before 1865, committed the issue to individual states. He argued before and during his election that the eventual extinction of slavery would result from preventing its expansion into new U.S. territory. At the beginning of the war, he also sought to persuade the states to accept compensated emancipation[image: External link] in return for their prohibition of slavery. Lincoln believed that curtailing slavery in these ways would economically expunge it, as envisioned by the Founding Fathers, under the constitution.[230] President Lincoln rejected two geographically limited emancipation attempts by Major General John C. Frémont in August 1861 and by Major General David Hunter[image: External link] in May 1862, on the grounds that it was not within their power, and it would upset the border states loyal to the Union.[231]

On June 19, 1862, endorsed by Lincoln, Congress passed an act banning slavery on all federal territory. In July, the Confiscation Act of 1862[image: External link] was passed, which set up court procedures that could free the slaves of anyone convicted of aiding the rebellion. Although Lincoln believed it was not within Congress's power to free the slaves within the states, he approved the bill in deference to the legislature. He felt such action could only be taken by the Commander-in-Chief using war powers granted to the president by the Constitution, and Lincoln was planning to take that action. In that month, Lincoln discussed a draft of the Emancipation Proclamation with his cabinet. In it, he stated that "as a fit and necessary military measure, on January 1, 1863, all persons held as slaves in the Confederate states will thenceforward, and forever, be free".[232]

Privately, Lincoln concluded at this point that the slave base of the Confederacy had to be eliminated. However Copperheads argued that emancipation was a stumbling block to peace and reunification. Republican editor Horace Greeley[image: External link] of the highly influential New York Tribune fell for the ploy,[233] and Lincoln refuted it directly in a shrewd letter of August 22, 1862. Although he said he personally wished all men could be free, Lincoln stated that the primary goal of his actions as the U.S. president (he used the first person pronoun and explicitly refers to his "official duty") was that of preserving the Union:[234]


My paramount object in this struggle is to save the Union, and is not either to save or to destroy slavery. If I could save the Union without freeing any slave I would do it, and if I could save it by freeing all the slaves I would do it; and if I could save it by freeing some and leaving others alone I would also do that. What I do about slavery, and the colored race, I do because I believe it helps to save the Union; and what I forbear, I forbear because I do not believe it would help to save the Union ... [¶] I have here stated my purpose according to my view of official duty; and I intend no modification of my oft-expressed personal wish that all men everywhere could be free.[235]



The Emancipation Proclamation, issued on September 22, 1862, and put into effect on January 1, 1863, declared free the slaves in 10 states not then under Union control, with exemptions specified for areas already under Union control in two states.[236] Lincoln spent the next 100 days preparing the army and the nation for emancipation, while Democrats rallied their voters in the 1862 off-year elections by warning of the threat freed slaves posed to northern whites.[237]

Once the abolition of slavery in the rebel states became a military objective, as Union armies advanced south, more slaves were liberated until all three million of them in Confederate territory were freed. Lincoln's comment on the signing of the Proclamation was: "I never, in my life, felt more certain that I was doing right, than I do in signing this paper."[238] For some time, Lincoln continued earlier plans to set up colonies[image: External link] for the newly freed slaves. He commented favorably on colonization in the Emancipation Proclamation, but all attempts at such a massive undertaking failed.[239] A few days after Emancipation was announced, 13 Republican governors met at the War Governors' Conference[image: External link]; they supported the president's Proclamation, but suggested the removal of General George B. McClellan as commander of the Union Army.[240]

Enlisting former slaves in the military was official government policy after the issuance of the Emancipation Proclamation. By the spring of 1863, Lincoln was ready to recruit black troops in more than token numbers. In a letter to Andrew Johnson[image: External link], the military governor of Tennessee, encouraging him to lead the way in raising black troops, Lincoln wrote, "The bare sight of 50,000 armed and drilled black soldiers on the banks of the Mississippi would end the rebellion at once".[241] By the end of 1863, at Lincoln's direction, General Lorenzo Thomas[image: External link] had recruited 20 regiments of blacks from the Mississippi Valley.[242] Frederick Douglass[image: External link] once observed of Lincoln: "In his company, I was never reminded of my humble origin, or of my unpopular color".[243]
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 Gettysburg Address (1863)




Main article: Gettysburg Address[image: External link]


With the great Union victory at the Battle of Gettysburg[image: External link] in July 1863, and the defeat of the Copperheads in the Ohio election in the fall, Lincoln maintained a strong base of party support and was in a strong position to redefine the war effort, despite the New York City draft riots[image: External link]. The stage was set for his address at the Gettysburg battlefield cemetery on November 19, 1863.[244] Defying Lincoln's prediction that "the world will little note, nor long remember what we say here", the Address became the most quoted speech in American history.[245]

In 272 words, and three minutes, Lincoln asserted the nation was born not in 1789, but in 1776, "conceived in Liberty, and dedicated to the proposition that all men are created equal". He defined the war as an effort dedicated to these principles of liberty and equality for all. The emancipation of slaves was now part of the national war effort. He declared that the deaths of so many brave soldiers would not be in vain, that slavery would end as a result of the losses, and the future of democracy in the world would be assured, that "government of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth". Lincoln concluded that the Civil War had a profound objective: a new birth of freedom in the nation.[246][247]
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 General Grant




Meade's failure to capture Lee's army as it retreated from Gettysburg, and the continued passivity of the Army of the Potomac, persuaded Lincoln that a change in command was needed. General Ulysses S. Grant's victories at the Battle of Shiloh[image: External link] and in the Vicksburg campaign[image: External link] impressed Lincoln and made Grant a strong candidate to head the Union Army. Responding to criticism of Grant after Shiloh, Lincoln had said, "I can't spare this man. He fights."[248] With Grant in command, Lincoln felt the Union Army could relentlessly pursue a series of coordinated offensives in multiple theaters, and have a top commander who agreed on the use of black troops.[249]

Nevertheless, Lincoln was concerned that Grant might be considering a candidacy for President in 1864, as McClellan was. Lincoln arranged for an intermediary to make inquiry into Grant's political intentions, and being assured that he had none, submitted to the Senate Grant's promotion to commander of the Union Army. He obtained Congress's consent to reinstate for Grant the rank of Lieutenant General, which no officer had held since George Washington.[250]

Grant waged his bloody Overland Campaign[image: External link] in 1864. This is often characterized as a war of attrition[image: External link], given high Union losses at battles such as the Battle of the Wilderness[image: External link] and Cold Harbor[image: External link]. Even though they had the advantage of fighting on the defensive, the Confederate forces had "almost as high a percentage of casualties as the Union forces".[251] The high casualty figures of the Union alarmed the North; Grant had lost a third of his army, and Lincoln asked what Grant's plans were, to which the general replied, "I propose to fight it out on this line if it takes all summer."[252]

The Confederacy lacked reinforcements, so Lee's army shrank with every costly battle. Grant's army moved south, crossed the James River[image: External link], forcing a siege and trench warfare outside Petersburg, Virginia[image: External link]. Lincoln then made an extended visit to Grant's headquarters at City Point, Virginia. This allowed the president to confer in person with Grant and William Tecumseh Sherman about the hostilities, as Sherman coincidentally managed a hasty visit to Grant from his position in North Carolina.[253] Lincoln and the Republican Party mobilized support for the draft throughout the North, and replaced the Union losses.[254]

Lincoln authorized Grant to target the Confederate infrastructure—such as plantations, railroads, and bridges—hoping to destroy the South's morale and weaken its economic ability to continue fighting. Grant's move to Petersburg resulted in the obstruction of three railroads between Richmond and the South. This strategy allowed Generals Sherman and Philip Sheridan[image: External link] to destroy plantations and towns in Virginia's Shenandoah Valley[image: External link]. The damage caused by Sherman's March to the Sea[image: External link] through Georgia in 1864 was limited to a 60-mile (97 km) swath, but neither Lincoln nor his commanders saw destruction as the main goal, but rather defeat of the Confederate armies. Mark E. Neely Jr.[image: External link] has argued that there was no effort to engage in "total war[image: External link]" against civilians which he believed did take place during World War II.[255][ vague[image: External link]]

Confederate general Jubal Early[image: External link] began a series of assaults in the North that threatened the Capital. During Early's raid on Washington, D.C.[image: External link] in 1864, Lincoln was watching the combat from an exposed position; Captain Oliver Wendell Holmes[image: External link] shouted at him, "Get down, you damn fool, before you get shot!"[256] After repeated calls on Grant to defend Washington, Sheridan was appointed and the threat from Early was dispatched.[257]

As Grant continued to wear down Lee's forces, efforts to discuss peace began. Confederate Vice President Stephens[image: External link] led a group to meet with Lincoln, Seward, and others at Hampton Roads[image: External link]. Lincoln refused to allow any negotiation with the Confederacy as a coequal; his sole objective was an agreement to end the fighting and the meetings produced no results.[258] On April 1, 1865, Grant successfully outflanked Lee's forces in the Battle of Five Forks[image: External link] and nearly encircled Petersburg, and the Confederate government evacuated Richmond. Days later, when that city fell, Lincoln visited the vanquished Confederate capital; as he walked through the city, white Southerners were stone-faced, but freedmen[image: External link] greeted him as a hero. On April 9, Lee surrendered to Grant at Appomattox[image: External link] and the war was effectively over.[259]
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 1864 re-election




Main articles: Electoral history of Abraham Lincoln[image: External link] and United States presidential election, 1864[image: External link]


While the war was still being waged, Lincoln faced reelection in 1864. Lincoln was a master politician, bringing together—and holding together—all the main factions of the Republican Party, and bringing in War Democrats[image: External link] such as Edwin M. Stanton[image: External link] and Andrew Johnson as well. Lincoln spent many hours a week talking to politicians from across the land and using his patronage powers—greatly expanded over peacetime—to hold the factions of his party together, build support for his own policies, and fend off efforts by Radicals to drop him from the 1864 ticket.[260][261] At its 1864 convention, the Republican Party selected Johnson, a War Democrat from the Southern state of Tennessee, as his running mate. To broaden his coalition to include War Democrats as well as Republicans, Lincoln ran under the label of the new Union Party[image: External link].[262]

When Grant's 1864 spring campaigns turned into bloody stalemates and Union casualties mounted, the lack of military success wore heavily on the President's re-election prospects, and many Republicans across the country feared that Lincoln would be defeated. Sharing this fear, Lincoln wrote and signed a pledge that, if he should lose the election, he would still defeat the Confederacy before turning over the White House:[263]


This morning, as for some days past, it seems exceedingly probable that this Administration will not be re-elected. Then it will be my duty to so co-operate with the President elect, as to save the Union between the election and the inauguration; as he will have secured his election on such ground that he cannot possibly save it afterward.[264]



Lincoln did not show the pledge to his cabinet, but asked them to sign the sealed envelope.

While the Democratic platform followed the "Peace wing" of the party and called the war a "failure", their candidate, General George B. McClellan, supported the war and repudiated the platform. Lincoln provided Grant with more troops and mobilized his party to renew its support of Grant in the war effort. Sherman's capture of Atlanta in September and David Farragut[image: External link]'s capture of Mobile ended defeatist jitters;[265] the Democratic Party was deeply split, with some leaders and most soldiers openly for Lincoln. By contrast, the National Union Party was united and energized as Lincoln made emancipation the central issue, and state Republican parties stressed the perfidy[image: External link] of the Copperheads.[266] On November 8, Lincoln was re-elected in a landslide, carrying all but three states, and receiving 78 percent of the Union soldiers' vote.[263][267]

On March 4, 1865, Lincoln delivered his second inaugural address[image: External link]. In it, he deemed the high casualties on both sides to be God's will. Historian Mark Noll[image: External link] concludes it ranks "among the small handful of semi-sacred texts by which Americans conceive their place in the world".[268] Lincoln said:


Fondly do we hope—fervently do we pray—that this mighty scourge of war may speedily pass away. Yet, if God wills that it continue, until all the wealth piled by the bond-man's[image: External link] 250 years of unrequited toil shall be sunk, and until every drop of blood drawn with the lash, shall be paid by another drawn with the sword, as was said 3,000 years ago, so still it must be said, "the judgments of the Lord, are true and righteous altogether". With malice toward none; with charity for all; with firmness in the right, as God gives us to see the right, let us strive on to finish the work we are in; to bind up the nation's wounds; to care for him who shall have borne the battle, and for his widow, and his orphan—to do all which may achieve and cherish a just and lasting peace, among ourselves, and with all nations.[269]
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 Reconstruction




Main article: Reconstruction Era


Reconstruction began during the war, as Lincoln and his associates anticipated questions of how to reintegrate the conquered southern states, and how to determine the fates of Confederate leaders and freed slaves. Shortly after Lee's surrender, a general had asked Lincoln how the defeated Confederates should be treated, and Lincoln replied, "Let 'em up easy."[270] In keeping with that sentiment, Lincoln led the moderates regarding Reconstruction policy, and was opposed by the Radical Republicans, under Rep. Thaddeus Stevens[image: External link], Sen. Charles Sumner[image: External link] and Sen. Benjamin Wade[image: External link], political allies of the president on other issues. Determined to find a course that would reunite the nation and not alienate the South, Lincoln urged that speedy elections under generous terms be held throughout the war. His Amnesty Proclamation[image: External link] of December 8, 1863, offered pardons to those who had not held a Confederate civil office, had not mistreated Union prisoners, and would sign an oath of allegiance.[271]

As Southern states were subdued, critical decisions had to be made as to their leadership while their administrations were re-formed. Of special importance were Tennessee and Arkansas, where Lincoln appointed Generals Andrew Johnson[image: External link] and Frederick Steele[image: External link] as military governors, respectively. In Louisiana, Lincoln ordered General Nathaniel P. Banks[image: External link] to promote a plan that would restore statehood when 10 percent of the voters agreed to it. Lincoln's Democratic opponents seized on these appointments to accuse him of using the military to ensure his and the Republicans' political aspirations. On the other hand, the Radicals denounced his policy as too lenient, and passed their own plan, the Wade-Davis Bill[image: External link], in 1864. When Lincoln vetoed the bill, the Radicals retaliated by refusing to seat representatives elected from Louisiana, Arkansas, and Tennessee.[272]

Lincoln's appointments were designed to keep both the moderate and Radical factions in harness. To fill Chief Justice Taney's seat on the Supreme Court, he named the choice of the Radicals, Salmon P. Chase, who Lincoln believed would uphold the emancipation and paper money policies.[273]

After implementing the Emancipation Proclamation, which did not apply to every state, Lincoln increased pressure on Congress to outlaw slavery throughout the entire nation with a constitutional amendment. Lincoln declared that such an amendment would "clinch the whole matter".[274] By December 1863, a proposed constitutional amendment that would outlaw slavery was brought to Congress for passage. This first attempt at an amendment failed to pass, falling short of the required two-thirds majority on June 15, 1864, in the House of Representatives. Passage of the proposed amendment became part of the Republican/Unionist platform in the election of 1864. After a long debate in the House, a second attempt passed Congress on January 31, 1865, and was sent to the state legislatures for ratification.[275][276] Upon ratification, it became the Thirteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution[image: External link] on December 6, 1865.[277]

As the war drew to a close, Lincoln's presidential Reconstruction for the South was in flux; having believed the federal government had limited responsibility to the millions of freedmen. He signed into law Senator Charles Sumner's Freedmen's Bureau[image: External link] bill that set up a temporary federal agency designed to meet the immediate material needs of former slaves. The law assigned land for a lease of three years with the ability to purchase title for the freedmen. Lincoln stated that his Louisiana plan did not apply to all states under Reconstruction. Shortly before his assassination, Lincoln announced he had a new plan for southern Reconstruction. Discussions with his cabinet revealed Lincoln planned short-term military control over southern states, until readmission under the control of southern Unionists.[278]

Historians agree that it is impossible to predict exactly what Lincoln would have done about Reconstruction if he had lived, but they make projections based on his known policy positions and political acumen. Lincoln biographers James G. Randall[image: External link] and Richard Current[image: External link], according to David Lincove, argue that:


	It is likely that had he lived, Lincoln would have followed a policy similar to Johnson's, that he would have clashed with congressional Radicals, that he would have produced a better result for the freedmen than occurred, and that his political skills would have helped him avoid Johnson's mistakes.[279]




Eric Foner[image: External link] argues that:


	Unlike Sumner and other Radicals, Lincoln did not see Reconstruction as an opportunity for a sweeping political and social revolution beyond emancipation. He had long made clear his opposition to the confiscation and redistribution of land. He believed, as most Republicans did in April 1865, that the voting requirements should be determined by the states. He assumed that political control in the South would pass to white Unionists, reluctant secessionists, and forward-looking former Confederates. But time and again during the war, Lincoln, after initial opposition, had come to embrace positions first advanced by abolitionists and Radical Republicans. ... Lincoln undoubtedly would have listened carefully to the outcry for further protection for the former slaves ... It is entirely plausible to imagine Lincoln and Congress agreeing on a Reconstruction policy that encompassed federal protection for basic civil rights plus limited black suffrage, along the lines Lincoln proposed just before his death."[280]
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 Redefining the republic and republicanism




The successful reunification of the states had consequences for the name of the country. The term "the United States" has historically been used, sometimes in the plural ("these United States"), and other times in the singular, without any particular grammatical consistency. The Civil War was a significant force in the eventual dominance of the singular usage by the end of the 19th century.[281]

In recent years, historians such as Harry Jaffa, Herman Belz, John Diggins, Vernon Burton and Eric Foner have stressed Lincoln's redefinition of republican values. As early as the 1850s, a time when most political rhetoric focused on the sanctity of the Constitution, Lincoln redirected emphasis to the Declaration of Independence as the foundation of American political values—what he called the "sheet anchor" of republicanism.[282] The Declaration's emphasis on freedom and equality for all, in contrast to the Constitution's tolerance of slavery, shifted the debate. As Diggins concludes regarding the highly influential Cooper Union speech of early 1860, "Lincoln presented Americans a theory of history that offers a profound contribution to the theory and destiny of republicanism itself."[283] His position gained strength because he highlighted the moral basis of republicanism, rather than its legalisms.[284] Nevertheless, in 1861, Lincoln justified the war in terms of legalisms (the Constitution was a contract, and for one party to get out of a contract all the other parties had to agree), and then in terms of the national duty to guarantee a republican form of government in every state.[285] Burton (2008) argues that Lincoln's republicanism was taken up by the Freedmen as they were emancipated.[286]

In March 1861, in Lincoln's first inaugural address[image: External link], he explored the nature of democracy. He denounced secession as anarchy, and explained that majority rule had to be balanced by constitutional restraints in the American system. He said "A majority held in restraint by constitutional checks and limitations, and always changing easily with deliberate changes of popular opinions and sentiments, is the only true sovereign of a free people."[287]
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 Other enactments




Lincoln adhered to the Whig theory of the presidency, which gave Congress primary responsibility for writing the laws while the Executive enforced them. Lincoln vetoed only four bills passed by Congress; the only important one was the Wade-Davis Bill with its harsh program of Reconstruction.[288] He signed the Homestead Act[image: External link] in 1862, making millions of acres of government-held land in the West available for purchase at very low cost. The Morrill Land-Grant Colleges Act[image: External link], also signed in 1862, provided government grants for agricultural colleges in each state. The Pacific Railway Acts[image: External link] of 1862 and 1864 granted federal support for the construction of the United States' First Transcontinental Railroad[image: External link], which was completed in 1869.[289] The passage of the Homestead Act and the Pacific Railway Acts was made possible by the absence of Southern congressmen and senators who had opposed the measures in the 1850s.[290]



	The Lincoln Cabinet[291]




	Office
	Name
	Term



	



	President
	Abraham Lincoln
	1861–1865



	Vice President
	Hannibal Hamlin[image: External link]
	1861–1865



	Andrew Johnson[image: External link]
	1865



	



	Secretary of State
	William H. Seward[image: External link]
	1861–1865



	



	Secretary of Treasury[image: External link]
	Salmon P. Chase[image: External link]
	1861–1864



	William P. Fessenden[image: External link]
	1864–1865



	Hugh McCulloch[image: External link]
	1865



	



	Secretary of War[image: External link]
	Simon Cameron[image: External link]
	1861–1862



	Edwin M. Stanton[image: External link]
	1862–1865



	



	Attorney General[image: External link]
	Edward Bates[image: External link]
	1861–1864



	James Speed[image: External link]
	1864–1865



	



	Postmaster General[image: External link]
	Montgomery Blair[image: External link]
	1861–1864



	William Dennison Jr.[image: External link]
	1864–1865



	



	Secretary of the Navy[image: External link]
	Gideon Welles[image: External link]
	1861–1865



	



	Secretary of the Interior[image: External link]
	Caleb Blood Smith[image: External link]
	1861–1862



	John Palmer Usher[image: External link]
	1863–1865




Other important legislation involved two measures to raise revenues for the Federal government: tariffs (a policy with long precedent), and a new Federal income tax. In 1861, Lincoln signed the second and third Morrill Tariff[image: External link], the first having become law under James Buchanan. Also in 1861, Lincoln signed the Revenue Act of 1861[image: External link], creating the first U.S. income tax.[292] This created a flat tax of 3 percent on incomes above $800 ($21,300 in current dollar terms), which was later changed by the Revenue Act of 1862[image: External link] to a progressive rate structure.[293]

Lincoln also presided over the expansion of the federal government's economic influence in several other areas. The creation of the system of national banks by the National Banking Act[image: External link] provided a strong financial network in the country. It also established a national currency. In 1862, Congress created, with Lincoln's approval, the Department of Agriculture.[294] In 1862, Lincoln sent a senior general, John Pope, to put down the "Sioux Uprising[image: External link]" in Minnesota. Presented with 303 execution warrants for convicted Santee Dakota[image: External link] who were accused of killing innocent farmers, Lincoln conducted his own personal review of each of these warrants, eventually approving 39 for execution (one was later reprieved).[295] President Lincoln had planned to reform federal Indian policy.[296]

In the wake of Grant's casualties in his campaign against Lee, Lincoln had considered yet another executive call for a military draft, but it was never issued. In response to rumors of one, however, the editors of the New York World[image: External link] and the Journal of Commerce[image: External link] published a false draft proclamation which created an opportunity for the editors and others employed at the publications to corner the gold market. Lincoln's reaction was to send the strongest of messages to the media about such behavior; he ordered the military to seize the two papers. The seizure lasted for two days.[297]

Lincoln is largely responsible for the institution of the Thanksgiving holiday[image: External link] in the United States.[298] Before Lincoln's presidency, Thanksgiving, while a regional holiday in New England since the 17th century, had been proclaimed by the federal government only sporadically and on irregular dates. The last such proclamation had been during James Madison's presidency 50 years before. In 1863, Lincoln declared the final Thursday in November of that year to be a day of Thanksgiving.[298] In June 1864, Lincoln approved the Yosemite Grant enacted by Congress, which provided unprecedented federal protection for the area now known as Yosemite National Park[image: External link].[299]
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 Judicial appointments




Main article: List of federal judges appointed by Abraham Lincoln[image: External link]



[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Supreme Court appointments





	
Noah Haynes Swayne[image: External link] – 1862

	
Samuel Freeman Miller[image: External link] – 1862

	
David Davis[image: External link] – 1862

	
Stephen Johnson Field[image: External link] – 1863

	
Salmon Portland Chase[image: External link] – 1864 (Chief Justice)



Lincoln's declared philosophy on court nominations was that "we cannot ask a man what he will do, and if we should, and he should answer us, we should despise him for it. Therefore we must take a man whose opinions are known."[298] Lincoln made five appointments to the United States Supreme Court. Noah Haynes Swayne[image: External link], nominated January 21, 1862, and appointed January 24, 1862, was chosen as an anti-slavery lawyer who was committed to the Union. Samuel Freeman Miller[image: External link], nominated and appointed on July 16, 1862, supported Lincoln in the 1860 election and was an avowed abolitionist. David Davis, Lincoln's campaign manager in 1860, nominated December 1, 1862, and appointed December 8, 1862, had also served as a judge in Lincoln's Illinois court circuit. Stephen Johnson Field[image: External link], a previous California Supreme Court justice, was nominated March 6, 1863, and appointed March 10, 1863, and provided geographic balance, as well as political balance to the court as a Democrat. Finally, Lincoln's Treasury Secretary, Salmon P. Chase, was nominated as Chief Justice, and appointed the same day, on December 6, 1864. Lincoln believed Chase was an able jurist, would support Reconstruction legislation, and that his appointment united the Republican Party.[300]
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 Other judicial appointments




Lincoln appointed 32 federal judges, including four Associate Justices and one Chief Justice to the Supreme Court of the United States, and 27 judges to the United States district courts[image: External link]. Lincoln appointed no judges to the United States circuit courts[image: External link] during his time in office.[301][302]
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 States admitted to the Union




West Virginia, admitted to the Union June 20, 1863, contained the former north-westernmost counties of Virginia that seceded from Virginia after that commonwealth declared its secession from the Union. As a condition for its admission, West Virginia's constitution was required to provide for the gradual abolition of slavery. Nevada, which became the third State in the far-west of the continent, was admitted as a free state on October 31, 1864.[303]




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Assassination and funeral




Main articles: Assassination of Abraham Lincoln and Funeral and burial of Abraham Lincoln[image: External link]


Abraham Lincoln was assassinated by John Wilkes Booth[image: External link] on Good Friday, April 14, 1865, while attending a play at Ford's Theatre as the American Civil War was drawing to a close. The assassination occurred five days after the surrender of Robert E. Lee and the Confederate Army of Northern Virginia. Booth was a well-known actor and a Confederate spy from Maryland; though he never joined the Confederate army, he had contacts with the Confederate secret service.[304] In 1864, Booth formulated a plan (very similar to one of Thomas N. Conrad previously authorized by the Confederacy)[305] to kidnap Lincoln in exchange for the release of Confederate prisoners. After attending an April 11, 1865, speech in which Lincoln promoted voting rights for blacks, an incensed Booth changed his plans and became determined to assassinate the president.[306] Learning that the President and Grant would be attending Ford's Theatre, Booth formulated a plan with co-conspirators to assassinate Lincoln and Grant at the theater, as well as Vice President Johnson and Secretary of State Seward at their homes. Without his main bodyguard, Ward Hill Lamon[image: External link], Lincoln left to attend the play Our American Cousin[image: External link] on April 14. At the last minute, Grant decided to go to New Jersey to visit his children instead of attending the play.[307]

Lincoln's bodyguard, John Parker, left Ford's Theater during intermission to drink at the saloon next door. The now unguarded President sat in his state box in the balcony. Seizing the opportunity, Booth crept up from behind and at about 10:13 pm, aimed at the back of Lincoln's head and fired at point-blank range, mortally wounding the President. Major Henry Rathbone[image: External link] momentarily grappled with Booth, but Booth stabbed him and escaped.[308][309]

After being on the run for 12 days, Booth was tracked down and found on a farm in Virginia, some 70 miles (110 km) south of Washington. After refusing to surrender to Union troops, Booth was killed by Sergeant Boston Corbett[image: External link] on April 26.[310][311]

Doctor Charles Leale[image: External link], an Army surgeon, found the President unresponsive, barely breathing and with no detectable pulse. Having determined that the President had been shot in the head, and not stabbed in the shoulder as originally thought, he made an attempt to clear the blood clot, after which the President began to breathe more naturally.[312] The dying President was taken across the street to Petersen House[image: External link]. After remaining in a coma for nine hours, Lincoln died at 7:22 am on April 15. Secretary of War Stanton saluted and said, "Now he belongs to the ages."[313]

Lincoln's flag-enfolded body was then escorted in the rain to the White House by bareheaded Union officers, while the city's church bells rang. President Johnson was sworn in at 10:00 am, less than 3 hours after Lincoln's death. The late President lay in state in the East Room, and then in the Capitol Rotunda from April 19 through April 21. For his final journey with his son Willie, both caskets were transported in the executive coach "United States" and for three weeks the Lincoln Special funeral train[image: External link] decorated in black bunting[314] bore Lincoln's remains on a slow circuitous waypoint journey from Washington D.C. to Springfield, Illinois, stopping at many cities across the North for large-scale memorials attended by hundreds of thousands, as well as many people who gathered in informal trackside tributes with bands, bonfires, and hymn singing[315][316] or silent reverence with hat in hand as the railway procession slowly passed by. Poet Walt Whitman[image: External link] composed When Lilacs Last in the Dooryard Bloom'd[image: External link] to eulogize Lincoln, one of four poems he wrote about the assassinated president.[317] Historians have emphasized the widespread shock and sorrow, but also noted that some Lincoln haters cheered when they heard the news.[318] African-Americans were especially moved; they had lost 'their Moses[image: External link]'.[319] In a larger sense, the outpouring of grief and anguish was in response to the deaths of so many men in the war that had just ended.[320]
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 Religious and philosophical beliefs




Further information: Abraham Lincoln and religion[image: External link]


As a young man, Lincoln was a religious skeptic[image: External link],[321] or, in the words of a biographer, an iconoclast[image: External link].[322] Later in life, Lincoln's frequent use of religious imagery and language might have reflected his own personal beliefs or might have been a device to appeal to his audiences, who were mostly evangelical Protestants.[323] He never joined a church, although he frequently attended with his wife.[324] However, he was deeply familiar with the Bible[image: External link], and he both quoted and praised it.[325] He was private about his beliefs and respected the beliefs of others. Lincoln never made a clear profession of Christian beliefs. However, he did believe in an all-powerful God that shaped events and, by 1865, was expressing those beliefs in major speeches.[326]

In the 1840s, Lincoln subscribed to the Doctrine of Necessity[image: External link], a belief that asserted the human mind was controlled by some higher power.[327] In the 1850s, Lincoln believed in "providence" in a general way, and rarely used the language or imagery of the evangelicals; he regarded the republicanism of the Founding Fathers with an almost religious reverence.[328] When he suffered the death of his son Edward, Lincoln more frequently expressed a need to depend on God.[329] The death of his son Willie in February 1862 may have caused Lincoln to look toward religion for answers and solace.[330] After Willie's death, Lincoln considered why, from a divine standpoint, the severity of the war was necessary. He wrote at this time that God "could have either saved or destroyed the Union without a human contest. Yet the contest began. And having begun He could give the final victory to either side any day. Yet the contest proceeds."[331] On the day Lincoln was assassinated, he reportedly told his wife he desired to visit the Holy Land[image: External link].[332]
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Main article: Medical and mental health of Abraham Lincoln[image: External link]


Several claims abound that Lincoln's health was declining before the assassination. These are often based on photographs[image: External link] appearing to show weight loss and muscle wasting. One such claim is that he suffered from a rare genetic disorder, MEN2b[image: External link],[333] which manifests with a medullary thyroid carcinoma[image: External link], mucosal neuromas[image: External link] and a Marfanoid appearance[image: External link]. Others simply claim he had Marfan syndrome[image: External link], based on his tall appearance with spindly fingers, and the association of possible aortic regurgitation[image: External link], which can cause bobbing of the head (DeMusset's sign[image: External link]) — based on blurring of Lincoln's head in photographs, which back then had a long exposure time. As of 2009, DNA analysis was being refused by the Grand Army of the Republic museum in Philadelphia.[333]
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See also: Abraham Lincoln cultural depictions[image: External link]


In surveys of U.S. scholars ranking presidents[image: External link] conducted since the 1940s, Lincoln is consistently ranked in the top three, often as number one.[5][6] A 2004 study found that scholars in the fields of history and politics ranked Lincoln number one, while legal scholars placed him second after Washington.[334] In presidential ranking polls conducted in the United States since 1948, Lincoln has been rated at the very top in the majority of polls. Generally, the top three presidents are rated as 1. Lincoln; 2. George Washington; and 3. Franklin D. Roosevelt, although Lincoln and Washington, and Washington and Roosevelt, are occasionally reversed.[335]

President Lincoln's assassination increased his status to the point of making him a national martyr. Lincoln was viewed by abolitionists as a champion for human liberty. Republicans linked Lincoln's name to their party. Many, though not all, in the South considered Lincoln as a man of outstanding ability.[336] Historians have said he was "a classical liberal" in the 19th century sense. Allen C. Guelzo[image: External link] states that Lincoln was a:


	classical liberal democrat—an enemy of artificial hierarchy, a friend to trade and business as ennobling and enabling, and an American counterpart to Mill, Cobden, and Bright (whose portrait Lincoln hung in his White House office).[337][338]




Lincoln became a favorite exemplar for liberal intellectuals across Europe and Latin America and even in Asia.[339]

Schwartz argues that Lincoln's American reputation grew slowly in the late 19th century until the Progressive Era (1900–1920s) when he emerged as one of the most venerated heroes in American history, with even white Southerners in agreement. The high point came in 1922 with the dedication of the Lincoln Memorial on the National Mall in Washington, D.C.[340] In the New Deal era liberals honored Lincoln not so much as the self-made man or the great war president, but as the advocate of the common man who they believe would have supported the welfare state. In the Cold War years, Lincoln's image shifted to emphasize the symbol of freedom who brought hope to those oppressed by communist regimes.[341]

By the 1970s Lincoln had become a hero to political conservatives[image: External link][342] for his intense nationalism, support for business, his insistence on stopping the spread of human bondage, his acting in terms of Lockean[image: External link] and Burkean[image: External link] principles on behalf of both liberty and tradition, and his devotion to the principles of the Founding Fathers.[343][344][345] As a Whig activist, Lincoln was a spokesman for business interests, favoring high tariffs, banks, internal improvements, and railroads in opposition to the agrarian Democrats[image: External link].[346] William C. Harris found that Lincoln's "reverence for the Founding Fathers, the Constitution, the laws under it, and the preservation of the Republic and its institutions undergirded and strengthened his conservatism".[347] James G. Randall emphasizes his tolerance and especially his moderation "in his preference for orderly progress, his distrust of dangerous agitation, and his reluctance toward ill digested schemes of reform". Randall concludes that, "he was conservative in his complete avoidance of that type of so-called 'radicalism' which involved abuse of the South, hatred for the slaveholder, thirst for vengeance, partisan plotting, and ungenerous demands that Southern institutions be transformed overnight by outsiders."[348]

By the late 1960s, some African American intellectuals led by Lerone Bennett Jr.[image: External link], rejected Lincoln's role as the Great Emancipator.[349][350] Bennett won wide attention when he called Lincoln a white supremacist in 1968.[351] He noted that Lincoln used ethnic slurs and told jokes that ridiculed blacks. Bennett argued that Lincoln opposed social equality, and proposed sending freed slaves[image: External link] to another country. Defenders, such as authors Dirck and Cashin, retorted that he was not as bad as most politicians of his day;[352] and that he was a "moral visionary" who deftly advanced the abolitionist cause, as fast as politically possible.[353] The emphasis shifted away from Lincoln-the-emancipator to an argument that blacks had freed themselves from slavery, or at least were responsible for pressuring the government on emancipation.[354][355] Historian Barry Schwartz wrote in 2009 that Lincoln's image suffered "erosion, fading prestige, benign ridicule" in the late 20th century.[356] On the other hand, Donald opined in his 1996 biography that Lincoln was distinctly endowed with the personality trait of negative capability[image: External link], defined by the poet John Keats[image: External link] and attributed to extraordinary leaders who were "content in the midst of uncertainties and doubts, and not compelled toward fact or reason".[357] In the 21st century, President Barack Obama[image: External link] named Lincoln his favorite president and insisted on using Lincoln's Bible for his swearing in of office at both his inaugurations.[358][359]

Lincoln has often been portrayed by Hollywood, almost always in a flattering light.[360][361]
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Main articles: Memorials to Abraham Lincoln[image: External link] and Abraham Lincoln cultural depictions[image: External link]


Lincoln's portrait appears on two denominations of United States currency[image: External link], the penny[image: External link] and the $5 bill[image: External link]. His likeness also appears on many postage stamps[image: External link] and he has been memorialized in many town, city, and county names,[362] including the capital[image: External link] of Nebraska.[363] While he is usually portrayed bearded, he first grew a beard in 1860 at the suggestion of 11-year old Grace Bedell[image: External link].

The most famous and most visited memorials are Lincoln's sculpture on Mount Rushmore;[364] Lincoln Memorial, Ford's Theatre, and Petersen House[image: External link] (where he died) in Washington, D.C.; and the Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library and Museum[image: External link] in Springfield, Illinois[image: External link], not far from Lincoln's home[image: External link], as well as his tomb[image: External link].[365][366]

There was also the Great Moments with Mr. Lincoln[image: External link] exhibit in Disneyland[image: External link], and the Hall of Presidents at Walt Disney World[image: External link], which had to do with Walt Disney[image: External link] admiring Lincoln ever since he was a little boy.

Barry Schwartz, a sociologist who has examined America's cultural memory, argues that in the 1930s and 1940s, the memory of Abraham Lincoln was practically sacred and provided the nation with "a moral symbol inspiring and guiding American life". During the Great Depression, he argues, Lincoln served "as a means for seeing the world's disappointments, for making its sufferings not so much explicable as meaningful". Franklin D. Roosevelt, preparing America for war, used the words of the Civil War president to clarify the threat posed by Germany and Japan. Americans asked, "What would Lincoln do?"[367] However, Schwartz also finds that since World War II, Lincoln's symbolic power has lost relevance, and this "fading hero is symptomatic of fading confidence in national greatness". He suggested that postmodernism and multiculturalism have diluted greatness as a concept.[368]

The United States Navy[image: External link] Nimitz-class aircraft carrier[image: External link] USS Abraham Lincoln  (CVN-72)[image: External link] is named after Lincoln, the second Navy ship to bear his name.
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Burning of Washington








	



	




The Burning of Washington was a British[image: External link] attack against Washington, D.C., the capital of the United States, during the War of 1812. On August 24, 1814, after defeating the Americans at the Battle of Bladensburg[image: External link], a British force led by Major General Robert Ross[image: External link] occupied Washington and set fire to many public buildings, including the White House (known as the Presidential Mansion at the time) and the Capitol, as well as other facilities of the U.S. government.[2] The attack was in part a retaliation for the recent American destruction of Port Dover[image: External link] in Upper Canada[image: External link]. It marks the only time in U.S. history that Washington, D.C. has been occupied by a foreign force.

President James Madison, military officials, and his government fled the city in the wake of the British victory at the Battle of Bladensburg. They eventually found refuge for the night in Brookeville[image: External link], a small town in Montgomery County, Maryland, which is known today as the "United States Capital for a Day." President Madison spent the night in the house of Caleb Bentley, a Quaker who lived and worked in Brookeville. Bentley's house, known today as the Madison House, still stands in Brookeville.

Less than a day after the attack began, a sudden, very heavy thunderstorm—possibly a hurricane[image: External link]—put out the fires. It also spun off a tornado[image: External link] that passed through the center of the capital, setting down on Constitution Avenue and lifting two cannons before dropping them several yards away, killing British troops and American civilians alike. Following the storm, the British returned to their ships, many of which were badly damaged. The occupation of Washington lasted only about 26 hours. After the "Storm that saved Washington", as it soon came to be called, the Americans were able to regain control of the city.[3]



TOP
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 Reasons for the attack




The British government, already at war with Napoleonic France, adopted a defensive strategy against the United States when the Americans declared war in 1812. Reinforcements were held back from Canada and reliance was instead made on local militias and native allies to bolster the British Army in Canada. However, after the defeat and exile of Napoleon Bonaparte[image: External link] in April 1814, Britain was able to use its now available troops and ships to prosecute its war with the United States. In addition to reinforcements sent to Canada, the Earl of Bathurst[image: External link], Secretary of State for War and the Colonies[image: External link], dispatched an army brigade and additional naval vessels to Bermuda, from where a blockade of the US coast and even the occupation of some coastal islands had been overseen throughout the war. It was decided to use these forces in raids along the Atlantic seaboard to draw American forces away from Canada.[4] The commanders were under strict orders, however, not to carry out operations far inland, or to attempt to hold territory. Early in 1814, Vice Admiral Sir Alexander Cochrane[image: External link] had been appointed Commander-in-Chief of the Royal Navy's North America and West Indies Station[image: External link], controlling naval forces based at the new Bermuda dockyard[image: External link] and the Halifax Naval Yard[image: External link] which were used to blockade US Atlantic ports throughout the war. He planned to carry the war into the United States by attacks in Virginia[image: External link] and against New Orleans[image: External link].[5]

Rear Admiral George Cockburn[image: External link] had commanded the squadron in Chesapeake Bay[image: External link] since the previous year. On June 25 he wrote to Cochrane, stressing that the defenses there were weak, and he felt that several major cities were vulnerable to attack.[6] Cochrane suggested attacking Baltimore, Washington and Philadelphia. On July 17, Cockburn recommended Washington as the target, because of the comparative ease of attacking the national capital and "the greater political effect likely to result".[7]

An added motive was retaliation for what Britain saw as the "wanton destruction of private property along the north shores of Lake Erie" by American forces under Col. John Campbell in May 1814, the most notable being the Raid on Port Dover[image: External link].[8] On June 2, 1814, Sir George Prévost[image: External link], Governor General[image: External link] of The Canadas[image: External link], wrote to Cochrane at Admiralty House[image: External link], in Bailey's Bay, Bermuda, calling for a retaliation against the American destruction of private property in violation of the laws of war[image: External link]. Prévost argued that,


… in consequence of the late disgraceful conduct of the American troops in the wanton destruction of private property on the north shores of Lake Erie, in order that if the war with the United States continues you may, should you judge it advisable, assist in inflicting that measure of retaliation which shall deter the enemy from a repetition of similar outrages.[8]



On July 18, Cochrane ordered Cockburn that to "deter the enemy from a repetition of similar outrages....You are hereby required and directed to destroy and lay waste such towns and districts as you may find assailable".[9] Cochrane instructed, "You will spare merely the lives of the unarmed inhabitants of the United States". Ross and Cockburn surveyed the torching of the President's Mansion, during which time a great storm arose unexpectedly out of the southeast. They were confronted a number of times while on horseback by older women from around Washington City and elderly clergymen (Southern Presbyterian and Southern Baptist), with women and children who had been hiding in homes and churches. They requested protection from abuse and robbery by enlisted personnel from the British Expeditionary Forces whom they accused of having tried to ransack private homes and other buildings. Major-General Ross had two British soldiers put in chains for violation of his general order. Throughout the events of that day, a severe storm blew into the city, worsening on the night of August 24, 1814.
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 Events




President James Madison, members of his government, and the military fled the city in the wake of the British victory at the Battle of Bladensburg[image: External link]. They eventually found refuge for the night in Brookeville[image: External link], a small town in Montgomery County, Maryland, which is known today as the United States Capital for a Day. President Madison spent the night in the house of Caleb Bentley[image: External link], a Quaker who lived and worked in Brookeville. Bentley's house, known today as the Madison House, still stands in Brookeville.[10]

The sappers and miners of the Corps of Royal Engineers[image: External link] under Captain Blanshard were employed in burning the principal buildings. Blanshard reported that it seemed that the American President was so sure that the attacking force would be made prisoners that a handsome entertainment had been prepared. Blanshard and his sappers enjoyed the feast.[11]:358
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 U.S. Capitol




The Capitol was, according to some contemporary travelers, the only building in Washington "worthy to be noticed."[12] Thus, it was a prime target for the invaders, both for its aesthetic and symbolic value. After looting the building, the British found it difficult to set the structure on fire, owing to its sturdy stone construction. Soldiers eventually gathered furniture into a heap and ignited it with rocket powder, which successfully set the building ablaze. Among the casualties of the destruction of the Capitol was the Library of Congress, the entire 3,000 volume collection of which was destroyed.[13] Several surrounding buildings in Capitol Heights also caught fire. After the war, Thomas Jefferson sold his own personal library to the government in order to pay personal debts, re-establishing the Library of Congress.
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 White House




After burning the Capitol, the troops turned northwest up Pennsylvania Avenue toward the White House. After US government officials and President Madison fled the city, the First Lady[image: External link] Dolley Madison[image: External link] received a letter from her husband, urging her to be prepared to leave Washington at a moment's notice.[14] Dolley organized the slaves and staff to save valuables from the British.[15] James Madison's personal slave, the fifteen-year-old boy Paul Jennings[image: External link], was an eyewitness.[16] After later buying his freedom from the widow Dolley Madison, Jennings published his memoir in 1865, considered the first from the White House:


It has often been stated in print, that when Mrs. Madison escaped from the White House, she cut out from the frame the large portrait of Washington (now in one of the parlors there), and carried it off. She had no time for doing it. It would have required a ladder to get it down. All she carried off was the silver in her reticule[image: External link], as the British were thought to be but a few squares off, and were expected any moment.[17]



Jennings said the people who saved the painting and removed the objects actually were:


John Susé (Jean Pierre Sioussat[image: External link]) (a Frenchman, then door-keeper, and still living) and Magraw [McGraw], the President's gardener, took it down and sent it off on a wagon, with some large silver urns and such other valuables as could be hastily got hold of. When the British did arrive, they ate up the very dinner, and drank the wines, &c., that I had prepared for the President's party.[17][18][19]



The soldiers burned the president's house, and fuel was added to the fires that night to ensure they would continue burning into the next day.

In 2009, President Barack Obama[image: External link] held a ceremony at the White House to honor Jennings as a representative of his contributions to saving the Gilbert Stuart[image: External link] painting and other valuables. [According to recorded history of this event, the painting that was saved was a copy of the Gilbert Stuart painting, NOT the original][20] "A dozen descendants of Jennings came to Washington, to visit the White House. They looked at the painting their relative helped save."[21] In an interview with National Public Radio, Jennings' great-great-grandson Hugh Alexander said, "We were able to take a family portrait in front of the painting, which was for me one of the high points."[16] He confirmed that Jennings later purchased his freedom from the widowed Dolley Madison.[16]
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 Other Washington properties




The day after the destruction of the White House, Rear Admiral Cockburn entered the building of the D.C. newspaper, the National Intelligencer[image: External link], intending to burn it down. However, several women persuaded him not to because they were afraid the fire would spread to their neighboring houses. Cockburn wanted to destroy the newspaper because its reporters had written so negatively about him, branding him as "The Ruffian." Instead, he ordered his troops to tear the building down brick by brick, ordering all the "C" type destroyed "so that the rascals can have no further means of abusing my name."[22]

The British sought out the United States Treasury[image: External link] in hopes of finding money or items of worth, but the British Army only found old records.[23] The British burned the United States Treasury and other public buildings. The United States Department of War[image: External link] building was also burned. However, the War and State Department files had been removed thus all books and records had been saved; the only records of the War Department lost were recommendations of appointments for the Army and letters received from seven years previous.[24] The First U.S. Patent Office Building[image: External link] was saved by the efforts of William Thornton[image: External link], the former Architect of the Capitol[image: External link] and then the Superintendent of Patents, who gained British cooperation to preserve it.[25][A] "When the smoke cleared from the dreadful attack, the Patent Office was the only Government building . . . left untouched" in Washington.[26]

The Americans had already burned much of the historic Washington Navy Yard, founded by Thomas Jefferson, to prevent capture of stores and ammunition,[27] as well as the 44-gun frigate[image: External link] USS Columbia and the 18 gun USS Argus both new vessels nearing completion.[28] The Navy Yard's Latrobe Gate[image: External link], Quarters A, and Quarters B were the only buildings to escape destruction.[29][30] Also spared were the Marine Barracks and Commandant's House, although several private properties were damaged or destroyed.[31]

In the afternoon of August 25, General Ross sent two hundred men to secure a fort on Greenleaf's Point. The fort, later known as Fort McNair[image: External link], had already been destroyed by the Americans, but 150 barrels of gunpowder remained. While the British were trying to destroy it by dropping the barrels into a well, the powder ignited. As many as thirty men were killed in the explosion, and many others were maimed.[32]
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 "The Storm that Saved Washington"




Less than a day after the attack began, a sudden very heavy thunderstorm—possibly a hurricane[image: External link]—put out the fires. It also spun off a tornado[image: External link] that passed through the center of the capital, setting down on Constitution Avenue[3] lifting two cannons before dropping them several yards away and killing British troops and American civilians alike.[33] Following the storm, the British troops returned to their ships, many of which were badly damaged. There is some debate regarding the effect of this storm on the occupation. While some assert that the storm forced their retreat,[3] it seems likely from their destructive and arsonous actions before the storm, and their written orders from Cochrane to "destroy and lay waste",[34] that their intention was merely to raze the city, rather than occupy it for an extended period. Whatever the case, the British occupation of Washington lasted only about 26 hours. Despite this, the "Storm that saved Washington" as it became known, did the opposite according to some. The rains sizzled and cracked the already charred walls of the White House and ripped away at structures the British had no plans to destroy (such as the Patent Office). The storm may have exacerbated an already dire situation for Washington DC.

An encounter was noted between Sir George Cockburn 10th Baronet and a female resident of Washington. "Dear God! Is this the weather to which you are accustomed to in this infernal country?" enquired the Admiral. "This is a special interposition of Providence to drive our enemies from our city,” the woman allegedly called out to Cockburn. "Not so, Madam," Cockburn retorted. “It is rather to aid your enemies in the destruction of your city", before riding off on horseback.[35] Yet, the British left right after the storm completely unopposed by any American military forces.

The Royal Navy reported that it lost one man killed and six wounded in the attack, of whom the fatality and three of the wounded were from the Corps of Colonial Marines[image: External link].[36]

The destruction of the Capitol, including the Senate House and the House of Representatives, the Arsenal, Dockyard, Treasury, War Office, President's mansion, bridge over the Potomac, a frigate and a sloop together with all Materiel[image: External link] was estimated at £365,000.[11]:359

A separate British force captured Alexandria[image: External link], on the south side of the Potomac River, while Ross's troops were leaving Washington. The mayor of Alexandria made a deal and the British refrained from burning the town.[37]

President Madison returned to Washington by September 1, on which date he issued a proclamation calling on citizens to defend the District of Columbia.[38] Congress returned and assembled in special session[image: External link] on September 19. Due to the destruction of the Capitol and other public buildings, they initially met in the Post and Patent Office building.[39]
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 Aftermath




Most contemporary American observers, including newspapers representing anti-war Federalists[image: External link], condemned the destruction of the public buildings as needless vandalism.[40] Many of the British public were shocked by the burning of the Capitol and other buildings at Washington; such actions were denounced by most leaders of continental Europe. According to The Annual Register[image: External link], the burning had "brought a heavy censure on the British character," with some members of Parliament, including the anti-establishment MP[image: External link] Samuel Whitbread[image: External link],[40] joining in the criticism.

The majority of British opinion believed that the burnings were justified following the damage that United States forces had done with its incursions into Canada. In addition, they noted that the United States had been the aggressor, declaring war and initiating it.[41] Several commentators regarded the damages as just revenge for the American destruction of the Parliament buildings and other public buildings[image: External link] in York[image: External link], the provincial capital of Upper Canada[image: External link], early in 1813. Sir George Prévost wrote that "as a just retribution, the proud capital at Washington has experienced a similar fate."[42] The Reverend John Strachan[image: External link], who as Rector of York had witnessed the American acts there, wrote to Thomas Jefferson that the damage to Washington "was a small retaliation after redress had been refused for burnings and depredations, not only of public but private property, committed by them in Canada."[43]

When they ultimately returned to Bermuda, the British forces took two pairs of portraits of King George III[image: External link] and his wife, Queen Charlotte[image: External link], which had been discovered in one of the public buildings. One pair currently hangs in the House of Assembly[image: External link] of the Parliament of Bermuda[image: External link], and the other in the Cabinet Building, both in the city of Hamilton.[44]
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 Reconstruction




The thick sandstone[image: External link] walls of the White House and Capitol survived, although scarred with smoke and scorch marks. There was a strong movement in Congress to relocate the nation's capital with many northern Congressmen pushing for a city north of the Mason–Dixon line[image: External link]. Philadelphia was quick to volunteer as a temporary home as did Georgetown, where Mayor Thomas Corcoran[image: External link] offered Georgetown College as a temporary home for Congress. Ultimately, a bill to relocate the capital was defeated in Congress and Washington remained the seat of government.

Fearful that there might be pressure to relocate the capital altogether, Washington businessmen financed the construction of the Old Brick Capitol[image: External link], where Congress met while the Capitol was reconstructed from 1815 to 1819. Madison resided in The Octagon House[image: External link] for the remainder of his term. Reconstruction of the White House began in early 1815 and was finished in time for President James Monroe[image: External link]'s inauguration in 1817.[45]
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 In popular culture




In the 2009 comedy film In the Loop[image: External link], the character of Malcolm Tucker[image: External link] references the battle by saying "We [meaning the British] burned this tight-arsed city [meaning Washington] to the ground in 1814, and I'm all for doing it again" during a heated confrontation with a young staffer inside The White House[image: External link].
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^ Brief History of the United States Patent Office from its foundation—1790 to 1886—with an outline of laws, growth, publications, office routine, etc.[image: External link] Washington, D.C.: R. Beresford, Printer. 1886. Retrieved December 16, 2011. It is written that a loaded cannon was aimed at the Patent Office to destroy it. Thornton "put himself before the gun, and in a frenzy of excitement exclaimed: 'Are you Englishmen[image: External link] or only Goths[image: External link] and Vandals[image: External link]? This is the Patent Office, a depository of the ingenuity of the American nation, in which the whole civilized world is interested. Would you destroy it? If so, fire away, and let the charge pass through my body.' The effect is said to have been magical upon the soldiers, and to have saved the Patent Office from destruction."
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War of 1812






This article is about the Anglo-American War of 1812 to 1815. For the Franco-Russian conflict, see French invasion of Russia[image: External link]. For other uses of this term, see War of 1812 (disambiguation)[image: External link].



	War of 1812



	


	Date
	June 18, 1812 – February 18, 1815

(2 years and 8 months)



	Location
	Eastern and Central North America, Atlantic and Pacific Oceans



	Result
	
Treaty of Ghent[image: External link]


	Military stalemate; both side's invasion attempts repulsed

	Status quo ante bellum[image: External link]

	Defeat of Tecumseh's Confederacy[image: External link]













	Belligerents



	
 United States


	Choctaw[image: External link]

	Cherokee[image: External link]

	Creeks[image: External link]




	
 British Empire[image: External link]


	
 United Kingdom[image: External link]


	
 The Canadas[image: External link]




Tecumseh's Confederacy[image: External link][1]


	Shawnee[image: External link]

	Creek Red Sticks[image: External link]

	Ojibwe[image: External link]

	Fox[image: External link]

	Iroquois[image: External link]

	Miami[image: External link]

	Mingo[image: External link]

	Ottawa[image: External link]

	Kickapoo[image: External link]

	Delaware (Lenape)[image: External link]

	Mascouten[image: External link]

	Potawatomi[image: External link]

	Sauk[image: External link]

	Wyandot[image: External link]



Bourbon Spain[image: External link]


	
Florida[image: External link] ( 1814[image: External link])








	Commanders and leaders



	


	James Madison

	Henry Dearborn[image: External link]

	Jacob Brown[image: External link]

	Winfield Scott[image: External link]

	Andrew Jackson[image: External link]

	William Henry Harrison[image: External link]

	William H. Winder[image: External link]  (POW)[image: External link]

	
William Hull[image: External link]   (POW)[image: External link]


	
Zebulon Pike[image: External link]  †[image: External link]


	James Lawrence[image: External link]






	


	George, Prince Regent[image: External link]

	Lord Liverpool[image: External link]

	Sir George Prévost[image: External link]

	
Sir Isaac Brock[image: External link]  †[image: External link]


	Gordon Drummond[image: External link]

	Charles de Salaberry[image: External link]

	Roger Hale Sheaffe[image: External link]

	
Robert Ross[image: External link]  †[image: External link]


	
Edward Pakenham[image: External link]  †[image: External link]


	James FitzGibbon[image: External link]

	Alexander Cochrane[image: External link]

	James Lucas Yeo[image: External link]

	
Tecumseh[image: External link]  †[image: External link]










	Strength



	


	

	
U.S. Army[image: External link]:

	7,000 (at war's start)

	35,800 (at war's end)

	
Rangers[image: External link]: 3,049





	
Militia[image: External link]: 458,463*

	U.S. Marines[image: External link]

	
U.S. Navy[image: External link] and Revenue Cutter Service[image: External link] (at war's start):

	
Frigates[image: External link]: 6

	Other vessels: 14









	Native allies:

	125 Choctaw

	unknown others[2]











	


	

	
British Army[image: External link]:

	5,200 (at war's start)

	48,160 (at war's end)





	Provincial regulars: 10,000

	
Militia[image: External link]: 4,000

	Royal Marines[image: External link]

	
Royal Navy[image: External link]

	
Ships of the line[image: External link]: 11

	
Frigates[image: External link]: 34

	Other vessels: 52





	
Provincial Marine[image: External link] (at war's start): ‡

	Ships: 9









	Native allies: 10,000[3]










	Casualties and losses



	
2,200 killed in action


	4,505 wounded

	15,000 (est.) died from all causes[a]





	
1,160 killed in action[4]


	3,679 wounded

	3,321 died from disease







	


	 * Some militias operated in only their own regions.

	  †[image: External link] Killed in action[image: External link]


	 ‡ A locally raised coastal protection[image: External link] and seminaval force on the Great Lakes[image: External link].










The War of 1812 (1812–1815) was a conflict fought between the United States[image: External link] and the United Kingdom[image: External link] and their respective allies. Historians in Britain often see it as a minor theatre of the Napoleonic Wars[image: External link]; however, in the United States and Canada, it is seen as a war in its own right.

Since the outbreak of war with Napoleonic France[image: External link], Britain had enforced a naval blockade[image: External link] to choke off neutral trade, which the United States contested as illegal under international law,[5] while the British felt the Americans presented a threat to their maritime supremacy[6]. In order to man the blockade, Britain forcibly impressed[image: External link] as many as 10,000 American merchant sailors into the Royal Navy[image: External link].[7] Well-publicised impressment actions, such as the Leander Affair[image: External link], and the Chesapeake-Leopard Affair[image: External link], enraged the American public.[8][9] The British were in turn outraged by the Little Belt Affair[image: External link], which resulted in the deaths of 11 British sailors.[10][11] Moreover, British political support for a Native American[image: External link] buffer state[image: External link], which conducted raids on American settlers on the frontier, hindered American expansion.[12] On June 18, 1812, President[image: External link] James Madison signed the American declaration of war[image: External link] into law.[13]The British government had done everything in its power to try to avert the war and was therefore dismayed by the American declaration. Senior figures such as Lord Liverpool Lord Castlereagh believed it to have been an opportunistic ploy by President Madison to annex Canada while Britain was fighting a war with France.[14][15] The view was shared in much of New England. The primary British war goal was to defend their North American colonies

With the majority of its military deployed in Europe to fight Napoleon[image: External link], the British adopted a defensive strategy, though the war's first engagement was an ill-fated assault on Sacket's Harbor[image: External link], New York. American prosecution of the war effort suffered from its unpopularity[image: External link], especially in New England, where it was derogatorily referred to as "Mr. Madison's War". American defeats at Detroit[image: External link] and Queenston[image: External link], thwarted attempts to seize Upper Canada[image: External link], improving British morale.[16][17] American attempts to invade Montreal also failed. In 1813, the Americans won control of Lake Erie[image: External link] and shattered Tecumseh's Confederacy[image: External link], securing a primary war goal.[18] At sea, the powerful Royal Navy[image: External link] blockaded the American coast, allowing them to strike American trade at will. In 1814, one of these raids burned the capital, Washington. The Americans subsequently repulsed British attempts to invade the north[image: External link] and mid-Atlantic states[image: External link].

At home, the British faced mounting opposition to wartime taxation, and demands to reopen trade with America[19][20]. With the abdication of Napoleon[image: External link], the maintenance of the blockade of France and impressment of American sailors were nullified. Peace negotiations began in August, 1814, and the Treaty of Ghent[image: External link] was signed on December 24 later that year. However, news of the peace would not reach America for some time. Unbeknown to the peace, the British launched an invasion of Louisiana[image: External link], which was decisively defeated[image: External link] in January 1815.[21] The battle was seen to have restored American honour[image: External link] after a mediocre war effort, and led to the collapse of anti-war sentiment.[22][23] News of the treaty arrived shortly thereafter, halting military operations. The treaty was unanimously ratified by the United States on February 17, 1815, ending the war with no boundary changes[image: External link].
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 Origins




Main article: Origins of the War of 1812[image: External link]


Historians have long debated the relative weight of the multiple reasons underlying the origins of the War of 1812. This section summarizes several contributing factors which resulted in the declaration of war by the United States.[24][25]
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 Honour and the second war of independence




As Risjord (1961) notes, a powerful motivation for the Americans was the desire to uphold national honour in the face of what they considered to be British insults such as the Chesapeake–Leopard Affair[image: External link].[26] H. W. Brands[image: External link] says, "The other war hawks spoke of the struggle with Britain as a second war of independence; [Andrew] Jackson, who still bore scars from the first war of independence held that view with special conviction. The approaching conflict was about violations of American rights, but it was also about vindication of American identity."[27] Americans at the time and historians since often called it the United States' "Second War of Independence".[28]
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 Trade with France




In 1807, Britain introduced a series of trade restrictions via a series of Orders in Council[image: External link] to impede neutral trade with France[image: External link], with which Britain was at war. The United States contested these restrictions as illegal under international law.[5] Also, historian Reginald Horsman states, "a large section of influential British opinion, both in the government and in the country, thought that America presented a threat to British maritime supremacy".[6]

The American merchant marine had come close to doubling between 1802 and 1810, making it by far the largest neutral fleet. Britain was the largest trading partner, receiving 80% of U.S. cotton and 50% of other U.S. exports. The British public and press were resentful of the growing mercantile and commercial competition.[29] The United States' view was that Britain's restrictions violated its right to trade with others.
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 Impressment and Naval actions




During the Napoleonic Wars[image: External link], the Royal Navy[image: External link] expanded to 176 ships of the line[image: External link] and 600 ships overall, requiring 140,000 sailors to man.[30] While the Royal Navy could man its ships with volunteers in peacetime, it competed in wartime with merchant shipping[image: External link] and privateers[image: External link] for a small pool of experienced sailors and turned to impressment[image: External link] from ashore and foreign or domestic shipping when it could not operate its ships with volunteers alone.

The United States believed that British deserters had a right to become U.S. citizens[image: External link]. Britain did not recognize a right whereby a British subject could relinquish his status as a British subject, emigrate and transfer his national allegiance as a naturalized citizen to any other country. This meant that in addition to recovering naval deserters, it considered any United States citizens who were born British liable for impressment. Aggravating the situation was the reluctance of the United States to issue formal naturalization papers and the widespread use of unofficial or forged identity or protection papers[image: External link] by sailors.[31] This made it difficult for the Royal Navy to distinguish Americans from non-Americans and led it to impress some Americans who had never been British. (Some gained freedom on appeal).[32]Thus while the United States recognized British-born sailors on American ships as Americans, Britain did not. It was estimated by the Admiralty that there were 11,000 naturalized[image: External link] sailors on United States ships in 1805. U.S. Secretary of the Treasury Albert Gallatin[image: External link] stated that 9,000 U.S. sailors were born in Britain.[33] Moreover, a great number of these British born sailors were Irish. For instance an investigation by Captain Isaac Chauncey[image: External link] in 1808 found that 58% of sailors based in New York City were either naturalized citizens or recent immigrants, the majority of these foreign born sailors (134 of 150) being from Britain. Moreover, 80 of the 134 British sailors were Irish.

American anger at impressment grew when British frigates were stationed just outside U.S. harbours in view of U.S. shores and searched ships for contraband and impressed men while within U.S. territorial waters.[34] Well publicized impressment actions such as the Leander Affair[image: External link] and the Chesapeake–Leopard Affair[image: External link] outraged the American public.[35] [36]

The British public in turn were outraged by the Little Belt Affair[image: External link], in which a larger American ship clashed with a small British sloop, resulting in the deaths of 11 British sailors. Both sides claimed the other fired first, but the British public in particular blamed the U.S. for attacking a smaller vessel, with calls for revenge by some newspapers,[37][38] while the U.S. was encouraged by the fact they had won a victory over the Royal Navy.[39] The U.S. Navy also forcibly recruited British sailors but the British government saw impressment as commonly accepted practice and preferred to rescue British sailors from American impressment on a case-by-case basis.[40]
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 British support for Native American raids






	Origins of

the War of 1812[image: External link]



	

	Chesapeake–Leopard Affair[image: External link]

	Orders in Council (1807)[image: External link]

	Embargo Act of 1807[image: External link]

	Non-Intercourse Act (1809)[image: External link]

	Macon's Bill Number 2[image: External link]

	Tecumseh's War[image: External link]

	Henry letters[image: External link]

	War hawks[image: External link]

	Rule of 1756[image: External link]

	Monroe–Pinkney Treaty[image: External link]

	Little Belt Affair[image: External link]







	


	v[image: External link]

	t[image: External link]

	e[image: External link]










The Northwest Territory[image: External link], which consisted of the modern states of Ohio, Indiana, Illinois, Michigan, and Wisconsin, was the battleground for conflict between the Native American Nations and the United States.[41] The British Empire had ceded the area to the United States in the Treaty of Paris[image: External link] in 1783, both sides ignoring the fact that the land was already inhabited by various Native American nations. These included the Miami[image: External link], Winnebago[image: External link], Shawnee[image: External link], Fox[image: External link], Sauk[image: External link], Kickapoo[image: External link], Delaware[image: External link] and Wyandot[image: External link]. Some warriors, who had left their nations of origin, followed Tenskwatawa[image: External link], the Shawnee Prophet and the brother of Tecumseh[image: External link]. Tenskwatawa had a vision of purifying his society by expelling the "children of the Evil Spirit": the American settlers.[42] The Indians wanted to create their own state in the Northwest, which would end the American threat forever as it became clear that the Americans wanted all of the land in the Old Northwest for themselves.[43] Tenskwatawa and Tecumseh formed a confederation of numerous tribes to block American expansion. The British saw the Native American nations as valuable allies and a buffer to its Canadian colonies and provided arms. Attacks on American settlers in the Northwest further aggravated tensions between Britain and the United States.[44] Raiding grew more common in 1810 and 1811; Westerners in Congress found the raids intolerable and wanted them permanently ended.[45] British policy towards the Indians of the Northwest was torn between on one point the desire to keep the Americans fighting in the Northwest and to preserve a region that provided rich profits for Canadian fur traders vs. the fear of too much support for the Indians would cause a war with the United States.[43] Through Tecumseh's plans for an Indian state in the Northwest would benefit British North America by making it more defensible, at the same time, the defeats suffered by Tecumseh's confederation had the British leery to going too far to support what was probably a losing cause and in the months running to the war, British diplomats attempted to defuse tensions on the frontier.[43]

The confederation's raids and existence hindered American expansion into rich farmlands in the Northwest Territory.[46] Pratt writes:


There is ample proof that the British authorities did all in their power to hold or win the allegiance of the Indians of the Northwest with the expectation of using them as allies in the event of war. Indian allegiance could be held only by gifts, and to an Indian no gift was as acceptable as a lethal weapon. Guns and ammunition, tomahawks and scalping knives were dealt out with some liberality by British agents.[47]



However, according to the U.S Army Center of Military History, the "land-hungry frontiersmen", with "no doubt that their troubles with the Native Americans were the result of British intrigue", exacerbated the problem by "[circulating stories] after every Native American raid of British Army muskets and equipment being found on the field". Thus, "the westerners were convinced that their problems could best be solved by forcing the British out of Canada".[48]

The British had the long-standing goal of creating a large "neutral" Native American state that would cover much of Ohio, Indiana, and Michigan. They made the demand as late as the fall of 1814 at the peace conference, but lost control of western Ontario in 1813 at key battles on and around Lake Erie. These battles destroyed the Indian confederacy[image: External link] which had been the main ally of the British in that region, weakening its negotiating position. Although the area remained under British or British-allied Native Americans' control until the end of the war, the British, at American insistence and with higher priorities, dropped the demands.[49]
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 American expansionism




American expansion into the Northwest Territory was being obstructed by indigenous leaders such as Tecumseh[image: External link], who were supplied and encouraged by the British. Americans on the western frontier demanded that interference be stopped.[50] There is dispute, however, over whether or not the American desire to annex Canada brought on the war. Several historians believe that the capture of Canada was intended only as a means to secure a bargaining chip, which would then be used to force Britain to back down on the maritime issues. It would also cut off food supplies for Britain's West Indian colonies, and temporarily prevent the British from continuing to arm the Indians.[51][52] However, many historians believe that a desire to annex Canada was a cause of the war. This view was more prevalent before 1940, but remains widely held today.[53][54][55][56] Congressman Richard Mentor Johnson[image: External link] told Congress that the constant Indian atrocities along the Wabash River in Indiana were enabled by supplies from Canada and were proof that "the war has already commenced. ... I shall never die contented until I see England's expulsion from North America and her territories incorporated into the United States."[57]

Madison believed that British economic policies designed to foster imperial preference were harming the American economy and that as British North America existed, here was a conduit for American strugglers who were undercutting his trade policies, which thus required that the United States annex British North America.[58] Furthermore, Madison believed that the Great Lakes-St. Lawrence trade route might become the main trade route for the export of North American goods to Europe at the expense of the U.S. economy, and if the United States controlled the resources of British North America like timber which the British needed for their navy, then Britain would be forced to change its maritime policies which had so offended American public opinion.[58] Many Americans believed it was only natural that their country should swallow up North America with one Congressman, John Harper saying in a speech that "the Author of Nature Himself had marked our limits in the south, by the Gulf of Mexico and on the north, by the regions of eternal frost".[58] Upper Canada[image: External link] (modern southern Ontario) had been settled mostly by Revolution-era exiles from the United States (United Empire Loyalists[image: External link]) or postwar American immigrants. The Loyalists were hostile to union with the United States, while the immigrant settlers were generally uninterested in politics and remained neutral or supported the British during the war. The Canadian colonies were thinly populated and only lightly defended by the British Army. Americans then believed that many men in Upper Canada would rise up and greet an American invading army as liberators. That did not happen. One reason American forces retreated after one successful battle inside Canada was that they could not obtain supplies from the locals.[59] But the Americans thought that the possibility of local support suggested an easy conquest, as former President Thomas Jefferson believed: "The acquisition of Canada this year, as far as the neighborhood of Quebec, will be a mere matter of marching, and will give us the experience for the attack on Halifax, the next and final expulsion of England from the American continent".[60]

Annexation was supported by American border businessmen who wanted to gain control of Great Lakes trade.[61]

Carl Benn noted that the War Hawks' desire to annex the Canadas was similar to the enthusiasm for the annexation of Spanish Florida[image: External link] by inhabitants of the American South; both expected war to facilitate expansion into long-desired lands and end support for hostile Indian tribes (Tecumseh's Confederacy in the North and the Creek in the South).[62]

Stagg has examined the fate of the expansionist cause proposed by Hacker[image: External link] and Pratt in the 1920s:


this 'expansionist' interpretation of the war can still be found in textbooks currently in use in the nation's high schools. It has also compounded popular confusion about the war by perpetuating an arid dispute over what should be deemed to be its 'real' or most important causes. Were these causes international or domestic in origin? That debate became both interminable and insoluble. Consequently, a new generation of historians by the 1960s ... repudiated the views of Hacker and Pratt.[63]



Southern Congressman Felix Grundy[image: External link] considered it essential to acquire Canada to preserve domestic political balance, arguing that annexing Canada would maintain the free state-slave state balance, which might otherwise be thrown off by the acquisition of Florida and the settlement of the southern areas of the new Louisiana Purchase[image: External link].[64] However historian Richard Maass argued in 2015 that the expansionist theme is a myth that goes against the "relative consensus among experts that the primary U.S. objective was the repeal of British maritime restrictions". He argues that consensus among scholars is that the United States went to war "because six years of economic sanctions had failed to bring Britain to the negotiating table, and threatening the Royal Navy's Canadian supply base was their last hope." Maass agrees that theoretically expansionism might have tempted Americans, but finds that "leaders feared the domestic political consequences of doing so. Notably, what limited expansionism there was focused on sparsely populated western lands rather than the more populous eastern settlements [of Canada]."[65]

Horsman argued expansionism played a role as a secondary cause after maritime issues, noting that many historians have mistakenly rejected expansionism as a cause for the war. He notes that it was considered key to maintaining sectional balance between free and slave states thrown off by American settlement of the Louisiana Territory, and widely supported by dozens of War Hawk congressmen such as John A. Harper, Felix Grundy, Henry Clay, and Richard M. Johnson, who voted for war with expansion as a key aim.


In disagreeing with those interpretations that have simply stressed expansionism and minimized maritime causation, historians have ignored deep-seated American fears for national security, dreams of a continent completely controlled by the republican United States, and the evidence that many Americans believed that the War of 1812 would be the occasion for the United States to achieve the long-desired annexation of Canada ... Thomas Jefferson well-summarized American majority opinion about the war ... to say "that the cession of Canada ... must be a sine qua non[image: External link] [i.e. indispensable condition] at a treaty of peace".[66]



However, Horsman states that in his view "the desire for Canada did not cause the War of 1812" and that "The United States did not declare war because it wanted to obtain Canada, but the acquisition of Canada was viewed as a major collateral benefit of the conflict."[66]

Alan Taylor argues that many Republican congressmen, such as Richard M. Johnson[image: External link], John A. Harper[image: External link] and Peter B. Porter[image: External link], "longed to oust the British from the continent and to annex Canada". Southern Republicans largely opposed this, fearing an imbalance of free and slave states if Canada was annexed, while anti-Catholicism[image: External link] also caused many to oppose annexing mainly Catholic Lower Canada, believing its French-speaking inhabitants "unfit ... for republican citizenship". Even major figures such as Henry Clay[image: External link] and James Monroe[image: External link] expected to keep at least Upper Canada in the event of an easy conquest. Notable American generals, like William Hull[image: External link] were led by this sentiment to issue proclamations to Canadians during the war promising republican liberation through incorporation into the United States; a proclamation the government never officially disavowed. General Alexander Smyth[image: External link] similarly declared to his troops that when they invaded Canada "You will enter a country that is to become one of the United States. You will arrive among a people who are to become your fellow-citizens." A lack of clarity about American intentions undercut these appeals, however.[67]

David and Jeanne Heidler argue that "Most historians agree that the War of 1812 was not caused by expansionism but instead reflected a real concern of American patriots to defend United States' neutral rights from the overbearing tyranny of the British Navy. That is not to say that expansionist aims would not potentially result from the war."[68]

However, they also argue otherwise, saying that "acquiring Canada would satisfy America's expansionist desires", also describing it as a key goal of western expansionists, who, they argue, believed that "eliminating the British presence in Canada would best accomplish" their goal of halting British support for Indian raids. They argue that the "enduring debate" is over the relative importance of expansionism as a factor, and whether "expansionism played a greater role in causing the War of 1812 than American concern about protecting neutral maritime rights."[69]
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 U.S. political conflict




Main articles: Federalist Party and Opposition to the War of 1812 in the United States[image: External link]


While the British government was largely oblivious to the deteriorating North American situation because of its involvement in a continent-wide European War, the U.S. was in a period of significant political conflict between the Federalist Party (based mainly in the Northeast), which favoured a strong central government and closer ties to Britain, and the Democratic-Republican Party[image: External link] (with its greatest power base in the South and West), which favoured a weak central government, preservation of states' rights (including slavery), expansion into Indian land, and a stronger break with Britain. By 1812, the Federalist Party had weakened considerably, and the Republicans, with James Madison completing his first term of office and control of Congress, were in a strong position to pursue their more aggressive agenda against Britain.[70] Throughout the war, support for the U.S. cause was weak (or sometimes non-existent) in Federalist areas of the Northeast. Few men volunteered to serve; the banks avoided financing the war. The negativism of the Federalists, especially as exemplified by the Hartford Convention[image: External link] of 1814–15 ruined its reputation and the Party survived only in scattered areas. By 1815 there was broad support for the war from all parts of the country. This allowed the triumphant Republicans to adopt some Federalist policies, such as a national bank, which Madison reestablished in 1816.[71][72]
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 Forces
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 American




The United States Navy (USN) had 7,250 sailors and Marines in 1812.[73] The American Navy was well trained and a professional force that fought well against the Barbary pirates and France in the Quasi-War.[73] The USN had 13 ocean-going warships, three of them "super-frigates" and its principal problem was a lack of funding as many in Congress did not see the need for a strong navy.[73] The American warships were all well-built ships that were equal, if not superior to British ships of a similar class (British shipbuilding emphasized quantity over quality). However, the biggest ships in the USN were frigates and the Americans had no ships-of-the-line capable of engaging in a fleet action with the Royal Navy at sea. On the Great Lakes and Lake Champlain, the Americans constructed lake fleets which, both in 1813 and 1814, won pivotal battles on Lake Erie and Lake Champlain which forced British withdrawals from American territory.[74]

On the high seas, the Americans could only pursue a strategy of guerre de course[image: External link] of taking British merchantmen via their frigates and privateers.[75] Before the war, the USN was largely concentrated on the Atlantic coast and at the war's outbreak had only two gunboats on Lake Champlain, one brig on Lake Ontario and another brig in Lake Erie.[76]

The United States Army was much larger than the British Army in North America, but leadership in the American officer corps was inconsistent with some officers proving themselves to be outstanding but many others inept, owing their positions to political favors.[76] American soldiers were well trained and brave, but in the early battles were often led by officers of questionable ability.[76] Congress was hostile to a standing army, and during the war, the U.S. government called out 450,000 men from the state militas, a number that was slightly smaller than the entire population of British North America.[76] However, the state militias were poorly trained, armed and led. After the Battle of Bladensburg[image: External link] in 1814 in which the Maryland and Virginia militias were soundly defeated by the British Army, President Madison commented: "I could never have believed so great a difference existed between regular troops and a militia force, if I not witnessed the scenes of this day".[73]
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 British




See also: Canadian units of the War of 1812[image: External link]


The British Royal Navy was a well-led, professional force, described by the Canadian historian Carl Benn as the world's most powerful navy. However, as long as the war with France continued, North America was a secondary concern.[76] In 1813, France had 80 ships-of-the-line while building another 35. Therefore, containing the French fleet had to be the main British naval concern.[76] In Upper Canada, the British had the Provincial Marine was essential for keeping the army supplied since the roads in Upper Canada were abysmal.[76] On Lake Ontario and the St. Lawrence, the Royal Navy had two schooners while the Provincial Marine maintained four small warships on Lake Erie.[76] The British Army in North America was a very professional and well trained force, but suffered from being outnumbered.[76]

The militias of Upper Canada and Lower Canada had a much more lower level of military effectiveness.[76] Nevertheless, Canadian militia (and locally recruited regular units known as "Fencibles") were often more reliable than American militia, particularly when defending their own territory. As such they played pivotal roles in various engagements, including at the Battle of Chateauguay[image: External link] where Canadian and Indian forces alone stopped a much larger American force despite not having assistance from regular British units.
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 Indian




Because of their lower population compared to whites, and lacking artillery, Indian allies of the British avoided pitched battles and instead relied on irregular warfare, including raids and ambushes.[77] Given their low population, it was crucial to avoid heavy losses and, in general, Indian chiefs would seek to only fight under favorable conditions; any battle that promised heavy losses was avoided if possible.[77] The main Indian weapons were a mixture of tomahawks, knives, swords, rifles, clubs, arrows and muskets.[77] Indian warriors were brave, but the need to avoid heavy losses meant that they would only fight under the most favorable conditions and their tactics favored a defensive as opposed to offensive style.[77]

In the words of Benn, those Indians fighting with the Americans provided the U.S with their "most effective light troops" while the British desperately needed the Indian tribes to compensate for their numerical inferiority.[77] The Indians, regardless of which side they fought for, saw themselves as allies, not subordinates and Indian chiefs did what they viewed as best for their tribes, much to the annoyance of both American and British generals, who often complained about their unreliability.[77]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Declaration of war




On June 1, 1812, President James Madison sent a message to Congress recounting American grievances against Great Britain, though not specifically calling for a declaration of war. After Madison's message, the House of Representatives deliberated for four days behind closed doors before voting 79 to 49 (61%) in favor of the first declaration of war[image: External link]. The Senate concurred in the declaration by a 19 to 13 (59%) vote in favour. The conflict began formally on June 18, 1812, when Madison signed the measure into law and proclaimed it the next day.[13] This was the first time that the United States had declared war on another nation, and the Congressional vote would prove to be the closest vote to formally declare war in American history. (The Authorization for Use of Military Force Against Iraq Resolution of 1991[image: External link], while not a formal declaration of war, was a closer vote.) None of the 39 Federalists in Congress voted in favour of the war; critics of war subsequently referred to it as "Mr. Madison's War".[78]

Earlier in London on May 11, an assassin had killed Prime Minister Spencer Perceval[image: External link], which resulted in Lord Liverpool[image: External link] coming to power. Liverpool wanted a more practical relationship with the United States. On June 23, he issued a repeal of the Orders in Council, but the United States was unaware of this, as it took three weeks for the news to cross the Atlantic.[79] On June 28, 1812, HMS  Colibri[image: External link] was despatched from Halifax under a flag of truce to New York. On July 9, she anchored off Sandy Hook[image: External link], and three days later sailed on her return with a copy of the declaration of war, in addition to transporting the British ambassador to the United States, Mr. Foster and consul, Colonel Barclay. She arrived in Halifax, Nova Scotia[image: External link] eight days later. The news of the declaration took even longer to reach London.

However, the British commander in Upper Canada received news of the American declaration of war much faster. In response to the U.S. declaration of war, Isaac Brock[image: External link] issued a proclamation alerting the citizenry in Upper Canada of the state of war and urging all military personnel "to be vigilant in the discharge of their duty" to prevent communication with the enemy and to arrest anyone suspected of helping the Americans.[80][81] He also issued orders to the commander of the British post at Fort St. Joseph[image: External link] to initiate offensive operations against U.S. forces in northern Michigan, who it turned out, were not yet aware of their own government's declaration of war. The resulting Siege of Fort Mackinac[image: External link] on July 17 was the first major land engagement of the war, and ended in an easy British victory.[82]
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 Course of the war




See also: Timeline of the War of 1812[image: External link]
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 Unprepared




Although the outbreak of the war had been preceded by years of angry diplomatic dispute, neither side was ready for war when it came. Britain was heavily engaged in the Napoleonic Wars, most of the British Army[image: External link] was deployed in the Peninsular War[image: External link] (in Portugal and Spain), and the Royal Navy was compelled to blockade most of the coast of Europe.[83] The number of British regular troops present in Canada in July 1812 was officially stated to be 6,034, supported by Canadian militia.[84] Throughout the war, the British Secretary of State for War and the Colonies[image: External link] was the Earl of Bathurst[image: External link]. For the first two years of the war, he could spare few troops to reinforce North America and urged the commander-in-chief[image: External link] in North America (Lieutenant General Sir George Prévost[image: External link]) to maintain a defensive strategy. The naturally cautious Prévost followed these instructions, concentrating on defending Lower Canada[image: External link] at the expense of Upper Canada (which was more vulnerable to American attacks) and allowing few offensive actions.

The United States was not prepared to prosecute a war, for Madison had assumed that the state militias would easily seize Canada and that negotiations would follow. In 1812, the regular army consisted of fewer than 12,000 men. Congress authorized the expansion of the army to 35,000 men, but the service was voluntary and unpopular; it offered poor pay, and there were few trained and experienced officers, at least initially.[85] The militia objected to serving outside their home states, were not open to discipline, and performed poorly against British forces when outside their home states.[83] American prosecution of the war suffered from its unpopularity, especially in New England, where anti-war speakers were vocal. "Two of the Massachusetts members [of Congress], Seaver[image: External link] and Widgery[image: External link], were publicly insulted and hissed on Change in Boston; while another, Charles Turner[image: External link], member for the Plymouth[image: External link] district, and Chief-Justice of the Court of Sessions for that county, was seized by a crowd on the evening of August 3, [1812] and kicked through the town".[86] The United States had great difficulty financing its war. It had disbanded its national bank[image: External link], and private bankers in the Northeast were opposed to the war. The United States was able to obtain financing from London-based Barings Bank[image: External link] to cover overseas bond obligations.[87] The failure of New England to provide militia units or financial support was a serious blow.[88] Threats of secession by New England states were loud, as evidenced by the Hartford Convention. Britain exploited these divisions, blockading only southern ports for much of the war and encouraging smuggling.[89]
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 Upper Canada




On July 12, 1812, General William Hull[image: External link] led an invading American force of about 1,000 untrained, poorly equipped militia across the Detroit River[image: External link] and occupied the Canadian town of Sandwich (now a neighborhood of Windsor, Ontario[image: External link]).[90] Hull was not an aggressive leader and dithered, knowing that only one of his regiments were regular United States army troops while the other three were composed of ill-trained militiamen who Hull feared would not stand up to the test of combat.[91] The British Provincial Marine seized an American ship on Lake Erie carrying Hull's supplies, which led Hull to cross the slower overland route to bring up his supplies, which additionally had to face the prospect of being ambushed by Indians loyal to Tecumseh.[91] On 17 July, the British captured Mackinac island, which led Hull to assume that all of the Indians in the Old Northwest would rise up against the Americans.[92] On 8 August, Hull and his troops (numbering 2,500 with the addition of 500 Canadians[image: External link]) retreated to Detroit, where they surrendered to a significantly smaller force of British regulars, Canadian militia and Native Americans, led by British Major General Isaac Brock[image: External link] and Shawnee[image: External link] leader Tecumseh[image: External link].[93] The surrender not only cost the United States the village of Detroit, but control over most of the Michigan Territory[image: External link]. By capturing Detroit, Brock had secured his western flank for the moment, gave his forces much needed equipment, as the Upper Canada militia was short of arms, and persuaded the waving population of Upper Canada that the British could hold out.[16] The Iroquois living on the Grand River, who until had ignoring Brock's orders to report to his command, now sent 450 warriors out to join the British.[16] Several months later, the U.S. launched a second invasion of Canada, this time at the Niagara peninsula[image: External link]. On October 13, United States forces were again defeated at the Battle of Queenston Heights[image: External link], where General Brock was killed.[17]

Military and civilian leadership remained a critical American weakness until 1814. The early disasters brought about chiefly by American unpreparedness and lack of leadership drove United States Secretary of War[image: External link] William Eustis[image: External link] from office. His successor, John Armstrong, Jr.[image: External link], attempted a coordinated strategy late in 1813 (with 10,000 men) aimed at the capture of Montreal[image: External link], but he was thwarted by logistical difficulties, uncooperative and quarrelsome commanders and ill-trained troops. After losing several battles to inferior forces, the Americans retreated in disarray in October and November 1813.[94] Further complicating the American efforts throughout the Upper Canadian theatre of war were the logistical challenges associated with supplying forces on the Canadian frontier. American supplies had to be brought over a poor road through the Black Marsh area in winter. British forces, on the other hand, could rely upon supply ships except for the winter months. Contractors were relied upon to supply American forces and often delivered rotting meat. If unable to bring the supplies American contractors were liable to declare bankruptcy leaving troops to starve.[95] Despite requests that a quartermaster system be set up, no action was forthcoming. The local farms on both sides of the borders were mostly isolated farmsteads barely above the subsistence level. Both sides would relentlessly press farmers for more supplies than they were prepared to surrender while requisitioning horses and wagons. This further crippled farming in the area.[95]
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 Great Lakes and the US West




A decisive use of naval power came on the Great Lakes[image: External link] and depended on the outcome of a contest of naval construction on both sides. The U.S. rapidly expanded its program of building warships at Sackets Harbor[image: External link] on Lake Ontario, where 3,000 men were recruited, many from New York City, to build 11 warships early in the war. In 1813, the Americans won control of Lake Erie in the Battle of Lake Erie[image: External link] and cut off British and Native American forces in the west from their supply base. The British and Native American forces were subsequently decisively defeated by General William Henry Harrison[image: External link]'s forces on their retreat towards Niagara at the Battle of the Thames[image: External link] in October 1813.[96] Tecumseh[image: External link], the leader of the tribal confederation, was killed and his Indian coalition disintegrated.[97] While some natives continued to fight alongside British troops, they subsequently did so only as individual tribes or groups of warriors, and while they were directly supplied and armed by British agents, the scattered tribes never again posed an organized threat to the United States. The Americans controlled western Ontario, and permanently ended the threat of Indian raids supplied by the British in Canada into the American Midwest, thus achieving a basic war goal.[98] Raids would continue from the unsubdued Indian tribes in the Old Northwest, which remained under British/Indian control, until the end of the war. Control of Lake Ontario changed hands several times, with both sides acting cautiously, unable and unwilling to risk their temporary superiority.
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 Atlantic




At sea, the powerful Royal Navy blockaded much of the American coastline, though it was allowing substantial exports from New England, which traded with Canada in defiance of American laws. The blockade devastated American agricultural exports, but as a side effect it helped stimulate local manufacturers which slowly replaced goods previously imported. The American strategy of using small gunboats to defend their ports was a fiasco[image: External link], as the larger ocean going British ships raided the coast at will. The most famous episode was a series of British raids on the shores of Chesapeake Bay[image: External link], including an attack on Washington that resulted in the British burning of the White House, the Capitol, the Navy Yard, and other public buildings, in the "Burning of Washington". The British power at sea was enough to allow the Royal Navy to levy " contributions[image: External link]" on bay-side towns in return for not burning them to the ground. The Americans were more successful early in the war in ship-to-ship actions. Lacking numbers in the formal USN they also sent out several hundred privateers to attack British merchant ships; in the first four months of war they captured 219 British merchant ships.[99] British commercial interests were damaged, especially in the West Indies[image: External link].[100] The Royal Navy also captured American merchant shipping and by the end of the war both sides claimed in excess of 1400 captures, although with recaptures the totals may be less. This was a blow to the British, but a crippling of American seaborne trade.
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 US South




After Napoleon abdicated on April 6, 1814, the British could send veteran armies to the United States, but by then the Americans had learned how to mobilize and fight.[101] British General Prévost launched a major invasion of Upstate New York[image: External link] with these veteran soldiers, but the American fleet under Master Commandant Thomas Macdonough[image: External link] gained control of Lake Champlain[image: External link] and the British lost the Battle of Plattsburgh[image: External link] in September 1814. Prévost, blamed for the defeat, sought a court-martial[image: External link] to clear his name, but he died in London awaiting it.[102] The British then launched a successful attack on Chesapeake Bay, capturing, and burning Washington, looting Alexandria, and unsuccessfully attacking Baltimore[image: External link]. The embarrassing Burning of Washington led to Armstrong's dismissal as U.S. Secretary of War. A British invasion of Louisiana[image: External link] (unknowingly launched after the Treaty of Ghent[image: External link] was negotiated to end the war) was defeated with heavy British losses by General Andrew Jackson[image: External link] at the Battle of New Orleans[image: External link] in January 1815. The victory made Jackson a national hero, restored the American sense of honour in the face of previous mediocre military successes,[22] and ruined the Federalist party's efforts to condemn the war as a failure.[23] With the ratification of the peace treaty in February 1815, the war ended before the U.S. new Secretary of War James Monroe[image: External link] could put his new offensive strategy into effect, and before the British could launch renewed attacks.
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 End of the War




Once Britain and The Sixth Coalition[image: External link] defeated Napoleon in 1814, France and Britain became close allies. Britain ended the trade restrictions and the impressment of American sailors, thus removing two more causes of the war. After two years of warfare, the major causes of the war had disappeared. Neither side had a reason to continue or a chance of gaining a decisive success that would compel their opponents to cede territory or advantageous peace terms.[103] As a result of this stalemate[image: External link], the two countries signed the Treaty of Ghent[image: External link] on December 24, 1814. News of the peace treaty took two months to reach North America, during which fighting continued. The war fostered a spirit of national unity and an "Era of Good Feelings[image: External link]" in the United States,[104] as well as in Canada.[105] It opened a long era of peaceful relations between the United States and the British.[106]
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 Theatres of war




The war was conducted in three theatres:


	The Great Lakes[image: External link] and the Canadian frontier

	At sea, principally the Atlantic Ocean and the east coast of North America

	The Southern states and southwestern territories
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 Great Lakes and Western Territories
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 Invasions of Upper and Lower Canada, 1812




American leaders assumed that Canada could be easily overrun. Former President Jefferson optimistically referred to the conquest of Canada as "a matter of marching".[107] Many Loyalist Americans had migrated to Upper Canada after the Revolutionary War. There was also significant non-Loyalist American immigration to the area due to the offer of land grants to immigrants, and the U.S. assumed the latter would favour the American cause, but they did not. In prewar Upper Canada, General Prévost was in the unusual position of having to purchase many provisions for his troops from the American side. This peculiar trade persisted throughout the war in spite of an abortive attempt by the U.S. government to curtail it. In Lower Canada, which was much more populous, support for Britain came from the English elite with strong loyalty to the Empire, and from the Canadian[image: External link] elite, who feared American conquest would destroy the old order by introducing Protestantism[image: External link], Anglicization[image: External link], republican democracy, and commercial capitalism; and weakening the Catholic Church[image: External link]. The Canadian inhabitants feared the loss of a shrinking area of good lands to potential American immigrants.[108]

In 1812–13, British military experience prevailed over inexperienced American commanders. Geography dictated that operations would take place in the west: principally around Lake Erie[image: External link], near the Niagara River[image: External link] between Lake Erie and Lake Ontario[image: External link], and near the Saint Lawrence River[image: External link] area and Lake Champlain. This was the focus of the three-pronged attacks by the Americans in 1812. Although cutting the St. Lawrence River through the capture of Montreal and Quebec would have made Britain's hold in North America unsustainable, the United States began operations first in the western frontier because of the general popularity there of a war with the British, who had sold arms to the Native Americans[image: External link] opposing the settlers.

The British scored an important early success when their detachment at St. Joseph Island[image: External link], on Lake Huron[image: External link], learned of the declaration of war before the nearby American garrison at the important trading post at Mackinac Island[image: External link] in Michigan[image: External link]. A scratch force landed on the island on July 17, 1812, and mounted a gun overlooking Fort Mackinac[image: External link]. After the British fired one shot from their gun, the Americans, taken by surprise, surrendered. This early victory encouraged the natives, and large numbers moved to help the British at Amherstburg[image: External link]. The island totally controlled access to the Old Northwest[image: External link], giving the British nominal control of this area, and, more vitally, a monopoly on the fur trade.

An American army under the command of William Hull invaded Canada on July 12, with his forces chiefly composed of untrained and ill-disciplined militiamen.[109] Once on Canadian soil, Hull issued a proclamation ordering all British subjects to surrender, or "the horrors, and calamities of war will stalk before you".[110] This led many of the British forces to defect. John Bennett, printer and publisher of the York Gazette & Oracle, was a prominent defector. Andrew Mercer, who had the publication's production moved to his house, lost the press and type destroyed during American occupation, an example of what happened to resisters.[111] He also threatened to kill any British prisoner caught fighting alongside a native. The proclamation helped stiffen resistance to the American attacks. Hull's army was too weak in artillery and badly supplied to achieve its objectives, and had to fight just to maintain its own lines of communication.[citation needed[image: External link]]

The senior British officer in Upper Canada, Major General Isaac Brock, felt that he should take bold measures to calm the settler population in Canada, and to convince the aboriginals who were needed to defend the region that Britain was strong.[109] He moved rapidly to Amherstburg near the western end of Lake Erie with reinforcements and immediately decided to attack Detroit[image: External link]. Hull, fearing that the British possessed superior numbers and that the Indians attached to Brock's force would commit massacres if fighting began, surrendered Detroit without a fight on August 16. Knowing of British-instigated indigenous attacks on other locations, Hull ordered the evacuation of the inhabitants of Fort Dearborn[image: External link] (Chicago) to Fort Wayne. After initially being granted safe passage, the inhabitants (soldiers and civilians) were attacked by Potowatomis on August 15 after travelling only 2 miles (3.2 km) in what is known as the Battle of Fort Dearborn[image: External link].[112] The fort was subsequently burned.

Brock promptly transferred himself to the eastern end of Lake Erie, where American General Stephen Van Rensselaer[image: External link] was attempting a second invasion.[113] An armistice (arranged by Prévost in the hope the British renunciation of the Orders in Council to which the United States objected might lead to peace) prevented Brock from invading American territory. When the armistice ended, the Americans attempted an attack across the Niagara River on October 13, but suffered a crushing defeat at Queenston Heights. Brock was killed during the battle. While the professionalism of the American forces would improve by the war's end, British leadership suffered after Brock's death. A final attempt in 1812 by American General Henry Dearborn[image: External link] to advance north from Lake Champlain failed when his militia refused to advance beyond American territory.

In contrast to the American militia, the Canadian militia performed well. French Canadians[image: External link], who found the anti-Catholic stance of most of the United States troublesome, and United Empire Loyalists, who had fought for the Crown during the American Revolutionary War, strongly opposed the American invasion. Many in Upper Canada were recent settlers from the United States who had no obvious loyalties to the Crown; nevertheless, while there were some who sympathized with the invaders, the American forces found strong opposition from men loyal to the Empire.[114][115]
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 American Northwest, 1813




Main article: Ohio in the War of 1812[image: External link]


After Hull's surrender of Detroit, General William Henry Harrison was given command of the U.S. Army of the Northwest. He set out to retake the city, which was now defended by Colonel Henry Procter[image: External link] in conjunction with Tecumseh. A detachment of Harrison's army was defeated at Frenchtown[image: External link] along the River Raisin[image: External link] on January 22, 1813. Procter left the prisoners with an inadequate guard, who could not prevent some of his North American aboriginal allies from attacking and killing perhaps as many as sixty Americans, many of whom were Kentucky militiamen.[116] The incident became known as the River Raisin Massacre[image: External link]. The defeat ended Harrison's campaign against Detroit, and the phrase "Remember the River Raisin!" became a rallying cry for the Americans.

In May 1813, Procter and Tecumseh set siege to Fort Meigs[image: External link] in northwestern Ohio. American reinforcements arriving during the siege were defeated by the natives, but the fort held out. The Indians eventually began to disperse, forcing Procter and Tecumseh to return north to Canada. A second offensive against Fort Meigs[image: External link] also failed in July. In an attempt to improve Indian morale, Procter and Tecumseh attempted to storm Fort Stephenson[image: External link], a small American post on the Sandusky River[image: External link], only to be repulsed with serious losses, marking the end of the Ohio campaign.

On Lake Erie[image: External link], American commander Captain Oliver Hazard Perry[image: External link] fought the Battle of Lake Erie[image: External link] on September 10, 1813. His decisive victory at " Put-In-Bay[image: External link]" ensured American military control of the lake, improved American morale after a series of defeats, and compelled the British to fall back from Detroit. This paved the way for General Harrison to launch another invasion of Upper Canada, which culminated in the U.S. victory at the Battle of the Thames[image: External link] on October 5, 1813, in which Tecumseh[image: External link] was killed.
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 Niagara frontier, 1813




Because of the difficulties of land communications, control of the Great Lakes[image: External link] and the St. Lawrence River[image: External link] corridor was crucial. When the war began, the British already had a small squadron of warships on Lake Ontario[image: External link] and had the initial advantage. To redress the situation, the Americans established a Navy yard[image: External link] at Sackett's Harbor[image: External link] in northwestern New York. Commodore Isaac Chauncey took charge of the large number of sailors and shipwrights sent there from New York; they completed the second warship built there in a mere 45 days. Ultimately, almost 3,000 men worked at the naval shipyard, building eleven warships and many smaller boats and transports. Having regained the advantage by their rapid building program, Chauncey and Dearborn attacked York[image: External link], on the northern shore of the lake, the capital of Upper Canada[image: External link], on April 27, 1813. The Battle of York[image: External link] was a " pyrrhic[image: External link]" American victory, marred by looting and the burning of the small Provincial Parliament buildings and a library (resulting in a spirit of revenge by the British/Canadians led by Gov. George Prévost[image: External link], who later demanded satisfaction encouraging the British Admiralty[image: External link] to issue orders to their officers later operating in the Chesapeake Bay[image: External link] region to exact similar devastation on the American Federal capital village of Washington the following year). However, Kingston[image: External link] was strategically much more valuable to British[image: External link] supply and communications routes along the St. Lawrence[image: External link] corridor. Without control of Kingston, the U.S. Navy[image: External link] could not effectively control Lake Ontario[image: External link] or sever the British supply line from Lower Canada[image: External link].

On 25 May 1813 the guns of the American Lake Ontario squadron joined by Fort Niagara began bombarding Fort George.[117] On May 27, 1813, an American amphibious force from Lake Ontario assaulted Fort George[image: External link] on the northern end of the Niagara River and captured it without serious losses.[118] The British also abandoned Fort Erie and headed towards the Burlington Heights.[118] With the British position in Upper Canada on the verge of collapse, the Iroquois Indians living along the banks of the Grand River considered changing side and ignored a British appeal to come to their aid.[118] The retreating British forces were not pursued, however, until they had largely escaped and organized a counteroffensive against the advancing Americans at the Battle of Stoney Creek[image: External link] on June 5. With Upper Canada on the line, the British a surprise attack at Stoney Creek at 2:00 am, leading to much confused fighting.[118] Through tactically a draw, the battle was a strategic British victory as the Americans pulled back to Forty Mile Creek rather than continuing their advance into Upper Canada.[118] At this point, the Six Nations living on the Grand River began to come out to fight for the British as an American victory no longer seemed inevitable.[118] The Iroquis ambushed an American patrol at Forty Mile Creek while the Royal Navy squadron based in Kingston came to bombard the American camp, leading to General Dearborn to retreat back to Fort George as he now mistakenly believed he was outnumbered and outgunned.[119] The British commander, General John Vincent was heartened by the fact that more and more First Nations warriors were now arriving to assist him, providing about 800 additional men.[119] On June 24, with the help of advance warning by Laura Secord[image: External link], another American force was forced to surrender by a much smaller British and native force at the Battle of Beaver Dams[image: External link], marking the end of the American offensive into Upper Canada.[119] The British commander General Francis de Rottenberg did not have the strength to retake Fort George, so he build a blockade, hoping to starve the Americans into surrender.[120] Meanwhile, Commodore James Lucas Yeo[image: External link] had taken charge of the British ships on the lake and mounted a counterattack, which was nevertheless repulsed at the Battle of Sackett's Harbor[image: External link]. Thereafter, Chauncey and Yeo's squadrons fought two indecisive actions, neither commander seeking a fight to the finish.

Late in 1813, the Americans abandoned the Canadian territory they occupied around Fort George. They set fire to the village of Newark (now Niagara-on-the-Lake[image: External link]) on December 10, 1813, incensing the Canadians and politicians in control. Many of the inhabitants were left without shelter, freezing to death in the snow. This led to British retaliation following the Capture of Fort Niagara[image: External link] on December 18, 1813. Early the next morning on December 19, the British and their native allies stormed the neighbouring town of Lewiston, New York, torching homes and buildings and killing about a dozen civilians. As the British were chasing the surviving residents out of town, a small force of Tuscarora natives intervened and stopped the pursuit, buying enough time for the locals to escape to safer ground. It is notable in that the Tuscaroras defended the Americans against their own Iroquois brothers, the Mohawks, who sided with the British.[121][122] Later, the British attacked and burned Buffalo[image: External link] on December 30, 1813.

In 1814, the contest for Lake Ontario turned into a building race. Naval superiority shifted between the opposing fleets as each built new, bigger ships. However, neither was able to bring the other to battle when in a position of superiority, leaving the Engagements on Lake Ontario[image: External link] a draw. At war's end, the British held the advantage with the 112-gun HMS St Lawrence[image: External link], but the Americans had laid down two even[image: External link] larger[image: External link] ships. The majority of these ships never saw action and were decommissioned after the war.
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 St. Lawrence and Lower Canada, 1813




The British were potentially most vulnerable over the stretch of the St. Lawrence where it formed the frontier between Upper Canada and the United States. During the early days of the war, there was illicit commerce across the river. Over the winter of 1812 and 1813, the Americans launched a series of raids from Ogdensburg[image: External link] on the American side of the river, which hampered British supply traffic up the river. On February 21, Sir George Prévost passed through Prescott[image: External link] on the opposite bank of the river with reinforcements for Upper Canada. When he left the next day, the reinforcements and local militia attacked. At the Battle of Ogdensburg[image: External link], the Americans were forced to retire.

For the rest of the year, Ogdensburg had no American garrison, and many residents of Ogdensburg resumed visits and trade with Prescott. This British victory removed the last American regular troops from the Upper St. Lawrence frontier and helped secure British communications with Montreal. Late in 1813, after much argument, the Americans made two thrusts against Montreal.[123] Taking Montreal would have cut off the British forces in Upper Canada and thus potentially changed the war. The plan eventually agreed upon was for Major General Wade Hampton[image: External link] to march north from Lake Champlain and join a force under General James Wilkinson[image: External link] that would embark in boats and sail from Sackett's Harbor on Lake Ontario and descend the St. Lawrence. Hampton was delayed by bad roads and supply problems and also had an intense dislike of Wilkinson, which limited his desire to support his plan. On October 25, his 4,000-strong force was defeated at the Chateauguay River[image: External link] by Charles de Salaberry[image: External link]'s smaller force of Canadian Voltigeurs[image: External link] and Mohawks[image: External link]. Salaberry's force of Lower Canada militia and Indians numbered only 339, but had a strong defensive position.[123] Wilkinson's force of 8,000 set out on October 17, but was also delayed by bad weather. After learning that Hampton had been checked, Wilkinson heard that a British force under Captain William Mulcaster[image: External link] and Lieutenant Colonel Joseph Wanton Morrison[image: External link] was pursuing him, and by November 10, he was forced to land near Morrisburg[image: External link], about 150 kilometres (90 mi) from Montreal. On November 11, Wilkinson's rear guard, numbering 2,500, attacked Morrison's force of 800 at Crysler's Farm[image: External link] and was repulsed with heavy losses.[123] After learning that Hampton could not renew his advance, Wilkinson retreated to the U.S. and settled into winter quarters. He resigned his command after a failed attack on a British outpost at Lacolle Mills[image: External link]. Had the Americans taken Montreal as planned, Upper Canada would have certainly been lost and the failure of the campaign ended in the greatest British defeat in the Canadas during the war.[124]
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 Niagara and Plattsburgh Campaigns, 1814




Rather trying to take Montreal or Kingston, the Americans chose again to invade the Niagara frontier to take Upper Canada, largely because the Americans had occupied southwestern Upper Canada after their victory in Moraviantown, and it was believed in Washington that if the Americans could take the rest of Upper Canada, then they would force the British to cede that province to them when it came time to negotiate the peace.[125] The end of the war in Europe in April 1814 meant that the British could now redeploy their Army to North America, so the Americans were anxious to have Upper Canada to negotiate from a position of strength.[125] The plan for 1814 to invade Upper Canada via the Niagara frontier while sending another force to recapture Mackinac.[125] The British were sending supplies to the Indians in the Old Northwest from Montreal via Mackinac, so is why the island was considered important.[126] By the middle of 1814, American generals, including Major Generals Jacob Brown[image: External link] and Winfield Scott[image: External link], had drastically improved the fighting abilities and discipline of the army.[127] The Americans' renewed attack on the Niagara peninsula quickly captured Fort Erie[image: External link] on 3 July 1814 with the 170 garrison quickly surrendering to the 5, 000 Americans.[127] General Phineas Riall rushed towards the frontier and unaware of Fort Erie's fall or the size of the American force chose to engage in battle.[128] Winfield Scott then gained a victory over an inferior British force at the Battle of Chippawa[image: External link] on July 5. The Americans brought out overwhelming firepower against the attacking British who lost about 600 dead to the 350 dead on the American side.[129] An attempt to advance further ended with a hard-fought but inconclusive battle at Lundy's Lane[image: External link] on July 25. Both sides stood their ground, but after the Battle of Lundy's Lane Brown, General Jacob Brown pulled back to Fort George while the British did not pursue them.[129]

The outnumbered Americans withdrew but withstood a prolonged Siege of Fort Erie[image: External link]. The British tried to storm Fort Erie on 14 August 1814, but suffered heavy losses losing 950 killed, wounded and captured compared to only 84 dead and wounded on the American side.[130] The British suffered heavy casualties in a failed assault and were weakened by exposure and shortage of supplies in their siege lines. Eventually the British raised the siege, but American Major General George Izard[image: External link] took over command on the Niagara front and followed up only halfheartedly. An American raid along the Grand River destroyed many farms that weakened British logistics.[130] In October 1814 the American advanced into Upper Canada, engaged in skirmishes at Cook's Mill, but pulled back when they heard that the new British warship, the HMS St. Lawrence armed with 104 guns, which had been launched in Kingston that September was on its way.[130] The Americans lacked provisions, and eventually destroyed the Fort Erie and retreated across the Niagara.[130]

Meanwhile, following the abdication of Napoleon, 15,000 British troops were sent to North America under four of Wellington's ablest brigade commanders. Fewer than half were veterans of the Peninsula and the rest came from garrisons. Prévost was ordered to neutralize American power on the lakes by burning Sackets Harbor, gain naval control of Lake Erie, Lake Ontario and the Upper Lakes, and defend Lower Canada from attack. He did defend Lower Canada but otherwise failed to achieve his objectives.[131] Given the late season he decided to invade New York State. His army outnumbered the American defenders of Plattsburgh[image: External link], but he was worried about his flanks so he decided he needed naval control of Lake Champlain. On the lake, the British squadron under Captain George Downie[image: External link] and the Americans under Master Commandant Thomas Macdonough were more evenly matched.

On reaching Plattsburgh, Prévost delayed the assault until the arrival of Downie in the hastily completed 36-gun frigate HMS  Confiance[image: External link]. Prévost forced Downie into a premature attack, but then unaccountably failed to provide the promised military backing. Downie was killed and his naval force defeated at the naval Battle of Plattsburgh in Plattsburgh Bay on September 11, 1814. The Americans now had control of Lake Champlain; Theodore Roosevelt[image: External link] later termed it "the greatest naval battle of the war".[132] The successful land defence was led by Alexander Macomb[image: External link]. To the astonishment of his senior officers, Prévost then turned back, saying it would be too hazardous to remain on enemy territory after the loss of naval supremacy. Prévost was recalled and in London, a naval court-martial decided that defeat had been caused principally by Prévost's urging the squadron into premature action and then failing to afford the promised support from the land forces. Prévost died suddenly, just before his own court-martial was to convene. Prévost's reputation sank to a new low, as Canadians claimed that their militia under Brock did the job and he failed. Recently, however, historians have been more kindly, measuring him not against Wellington but against his American foes. They judge Prévost's preparations for defending the Canadas with limited means to be energetic, well-conceived, and comprehensive; and against the odds, he had achieved the primary objective of preventing an American conquest.[108]

To the east, the northern part of Massachusetts, soon to be Maine, was invaded. Fort Sullivan at Eastport[image: External link] was taken by Sir Thomas Hardy[image: External link] on July 11. Castine[image: External link], Hampden[image: External link], Bangor[image: External link], and Machias[image: External link] were taken, and Castine became the main British base till April 15, 1815, when the British left, taking £10,750 in tariff duties, the "Castine Fund" which was used to found Dalhousie University.[133] Eastport was not returned to the United States till 1818.
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 American West, 1813–14




The Mississippi River valley was the western frontier of the United States in 1812. The territory acquired in the Louisiana Purchase[image: External link] of 1803 contained almost no U.S. settlements west of the Mississippi except around Saint Louis[image: External link] and a few forts and trading posts. Fort Bellefontaine[image: External link], an old trading post converted to a U.S. Army post in 1804, served as regional headquarters. Fort Osage[image: External link], built in 1808 along the Missouri was the western-most U.S. outpost, it was abandoned at the start of the war.[134] Fort Madison[image: External link], built along the Mississippi in what is now Iowa, was also built in 1808, and had been repeatedly attacked by British-allied Sauk[image: External link] since its construction. In September 1813 Fort Madison was abandoned after it was attacked and besieged by natives, who had support from the British. This was one of the few battles fought west of the Mississippi. Black Hawk[image: External link] played a leadership role.[135]

Little of note took place on Lake Huron in 1813, but the American victory on Lake Erie and the recapture of Detroit isolated the British there. During the ensuing winter, a Canadian party under Lieutenant Colonel Robert McDouall[image: External link] established a new supply line from York to Nottawasaga Bay[image: External link] on Georgian Bay[image: External link]. When he arrived at Fort Mackinac with supplies and reinforcements, he sent an expedition to recapture the trading post of Prairie du Chien[image: External link] in the far west. The Siege of Prairie du Chien[image: External link] ended in a British victory on July 20, 1814.

Earlier in July, the Americans sent a force of five vessels from Detroit to recapture Mackinac. A mixed force of regulars and volunteers from the militia landed on the island on August 4. They did not attempt to achieve surprise, and at the brief Battle of Mackinac Island[image: External link], they were ambushed by natives and forced to re-embark. The Americans discovered the new base at Nottawasaga Bay, and on August 13, they destroyed its fortifications and the schooner Nancy[image: External link] that they found there. They then returned to Detroit, leaving two gunboats to blockade Mackinac. On September 4, these gunboats were taken unawares and captured by British boarding parties from canoes and small boats. These Engagements on Lake Huron[image: External link] left Mackinac under British control.

The British garrison at Prairie du Chien also fought off another attack by Major Zachary Taylor[image: External link]. In this distant theatre, the British retained the upper hand until the end of the war, through the allegiance of several indigenous tribes that received British gifts and arms, enabling them to take control of parts of what is now Michigan and Illinois, as well as the whole of modern Wisconsin.[136] In 1814 U.S. troops retreating from the Battle of Credit Island[image: External link] on the upper Mississippi attempted to make a stand at Fort Johnson[image: External link], but the fort was soon abandoned, along with most of the upper Mississippi valley.[137]

After the U.S. was pushed out of the Upper Mississippi region, they held on to eastern Missouri and the St. Louis area. Two notable battles fought against the Sauk were the Battle of Cote Sans Dessein, in April 1815, at the mouth of the Osage River[image: External link] in the Missouri Territory[image: External link], and the Battle of the Sink Hole[image: External link], in May 1815, near Fort Cap au Gris[image: External link].[138]

At the conclusion of peace, Mackinac and other captured territory was returned to the United States. At the end of the war, some British officers and Canadians objected to handing back Prairie du Chien and especially Mackinac under the terms of the Treaty of Ghent. However, the Americans retained the captured post at Fort Malden, near Amherstburg[image: External link], until the British complied with the treaty.[139]

Fighting between Americans, the Sauk, and other indigenous tribes continued through 1817, well after the war ended in the east.[140]
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 Atlantic theatre
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 Opening strategies




In 1812, Britain's Royal Navy was the world's largest, with over 600 cruisers in commission and some smaller vessels. Although most of these were involved in blockading the French navy and protecting British trade against (usually French) privateers, the Royal Navy still had 85 vessels in American waters, counting all British Navy vessels in North American and the Caribbean waters.[141] However, the Royal Navy's North American squadron[image: External link] based in Halifax, Nova Scotia[image: External link] (which bore the brunt of the war), numbered one small ship of the line[image: External link], seven frigates[image: External link], nine smaller sloops[image: External link] and brigs[image: External link] along with five schooners[image: External link].[142] By contrast, the United States Navy[image: External link] comprised 8 frigates, 14 smaller sloops and brigs, and no ships of the line. The U.S. had embarked on a major shipbuilding program before the war at Sackets Harbor, New York[image: External link] and continued to produce new ships. Three of the existing American frigates were exceptionally large and powerful for their class, larger than any British frigate in North America. Whereas the standard British frigate of the time was rated as a 38 gun ship, usually carrying up to 50 guns, with its main battery consisting of 18-pounder guns; USS Constitution, President, and United States, in comparison, were rated as 44-gun ships, carrying 56–60 guns with a main battery[image: External link] of 24-pounders.[143]

The British strategy was to protect their own merchant shipping to and from Halifax, Nova Scotia, and the West Indies, and to enforce a blockade of major American ports to restrict American trade. Because of their numerical inferiority, the American strategy was to cause disruption through hit-and-run tactics, such as the capture of prizes[image: External link] and engaging Royal Navy vessels only under favourable circumstances. Days after the formal declaration of war, however, it put out two small squadrons, including the frigate President and the sloop Hornet[image: External link] under Commodore John Rodgers[image: External link], and the frigates United States and Congress[image: External link], with the brig Argus[image: External link] under Captain Stephen Decatur[image: External link]. These were initially concentrated as one unit under Rodgers, who intended to force the Royal Navy to concentrate its own ships to prevent isolated units being captured by his powerful force.

Large numbers of American merchant ships were returning to the United States with the outbreak of war, and if the Royal Navy was concentrated, it could not watch all the ports on the American seaboard. Rodgers' strategy worked, in that the Royal Navy concentrated most of its frigates off New York Harbor[image: External link] under Captain Philip Broke[image: External link], allowing many American ships to reach home. But, Rodgers' own cruise captured only five small merchant ships, and the Americans never subsequently concentrated more than two or three ships together as a unit.[144][citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Single-ship actions




Meanwhile, Constitution, commanded by Captain Isaac Hull[image: External link], sailed from Chesapeake Bay on July 12. On July 17, Broke's British squadron gave chase off New York, but Constitution evaded her pursuers after two days. After briefly calling at Boston to replenish water, on August 19, Constitution engaged the British frigate[image: External link] HMS  Guerriere[image: External link]. After a 35-minute battle, Guerriere had been dis-masted and captured and was later burned. Constitution earned the nickname "Old Ironsides" following this battle as many of the British cannonballs were seen to bounce off her hull. Hull returned to Boston with news of this significant victory. On October 25, United States, commanded by Captain Decatur, captured the British frigate HMS  Macedonian[image: External link], which he then carried back to port.[145] At the close of the month, the Constitution sailed south, now under the command of Captain William Bainbridge[image: External link]. On December 29, off Bahia[image: External link], Brazil, she met the British frigate HMS  Java[image: External link].[113] After a battle lasting three hours, Java struck her colors[image: External link] and was burned after being judged unsalvageable. Constitution, however, was relatively undamaged in the battle.[citation needed[image: External link]]

The successes gained by the three big American frigates forced Britain to construct five 40-gun, 24-pounder heavy frigates[146] and two "spar-decked" frigates (the 60-gun HMS  Leander[image: External link] and HMS  Newcastle[image: External link][147]) and to razee[image: External link] three old 74-gun ships of the line to convert them to heavy frigates.[148] The Royal Navy acknowledged that there were factors other than greater size and heavier guns. The United States Navy's sloops and brigs had also won several victories over Royal Navy vessels of approximately equal strength. While the American ships had experienced and well-drilled volunteer crews, the enormous size of the overstretched Royal Navy meant that many ships were shorthanded and the average quality of crews suffered. The constant sea duties of those serving in North America interfered with their training and exercises.[149]

The capture of the three British frigates stimulated the British to greater exertions. More vessels were deployed on the American seaboard and the blockade tightened. On June 1, 1813, off Boston Harbor[image: External link], the frigate Chesapeake[image: External link], commanded by Captain James Lawrence[image: External link], was captured[image: External link] by the British frigate HMS  Shannon[image: External link] under Captain Philip Broke. Lawrence was mortally wounded and famously cried out, "Don't give up the ship! Hold on, men!"[149] The two frigates were of near-identical size. Chesapeake's crew was larger but most had not served or trained together. British citizens reacted with celebration and relief that the run of American victories had ended.[150] Notably, this action was by ratio one of the bloodiest contests recorded during this age of sail, with more dead and wounded than HMS Victory suffered in four hours of combat at Trafalgar[image: External link]. Captain Lawrence was killed and Captain Broke was so badly wounded that he never again held a sea command.[151]

In January 1813, the American frigate Essex[image: External link], under the command of Captain David Porter[image: External link], sailed into the Pacific to harass British shipping. Many British whaling ships carried letters of marque[image: External link] allowing them to prey on American whalers, and they nearly destroyed the industry. Essex challenged this practice. She inflicted considerable damage on British interests before she and her tender, USS Essex Junior[image: External link] (armed with twenty guns) were captured off Valparaíso[image: External link], Chile[image: External link], by the British frigate HMS  Phoebe[image: External link] and the sloop HMS  Cherub[image: External link] on March 28, 1814.[152] In the summer of 1813, the brig USS Argus raided the waters off the British isles, taking 19 British merchant ships until she was captured after a battle with the HMS Pelican on 14 August 1813.[153]

The British Cruizer -class brig-sloops[image: External link] did not fare well against the American ship-rigged sloops of war. Hornet[image: External link] and Wasp[image: External link] constructed before the war were notably powerful vessels, and the Frolic class built during the war even more so (although Frolic[image: External link] was trapped and captured by a British frigate and a schooner). The British brig-rigged sloops tended to suffer fire to their rigging more frequently than the American ship-rigged sloops. In addition, the ship-rigged sloops could back their sails in action, giving them another advantage in manoeuvring.[154]

Following their earlier losses, the British Admiralty instituted a new policy that the three American heavy frigates should not be engaged except by a ship of the line or smaller vessels in squadron strength. An example of this was the capture of President[image: External link] by a squadron of four British frigates in January 1815. But, a month later, Constitution engaged and captured two smaller British warships, HMS  Cyane[image: External link] and HMS  Levant[image: External link], sailing in company.[155]

Success in single ship battles raised American morale after the repeated failed invasion attempts in Upper and Lower Canada. However these single ship victories had no military effect on the war at sea as they did not alter the balance of naval power, impede British supplies and reinforcements, or even raise insurance rates for British trade.[156] During the war, the United States Navy captured 165 British merchantmen while the Royal Navy captured 1,400 American merchantmen.[157]
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 Privateering




The operations of American privateers proved a more significant threat to British trade than the U.S. Navy. They operated throughout the Atlantic and continued until the close of the war, most notably from ports such as Baltimore. American privateers reported taking 1300 British merchant vessels, compared to 254 taken by the U.S. Navy.[158][159][160] although the insurer Lloyd's of London[image: External link] reported that only 1,175 British ships were taken, 373 of which were recaptured, for a total loss of 802.[161] The Canadian historian Carl Benn wrote that American privateers took 1, 344 British ships, of which 750 were retaken by the British.[157] However the British were able to limit privateering losses by the strict enforcement of convoy[image: External link] by the Royal Navy and by capturing 278 American privateers. Due to the massive size of the British merchant fleet, American captures only affected 7.5% of the fleet, resulting in no supply shortages or lack of reinforcements for British forces in North America.[162] Of 526 American privateers, 148 were captured by the Royal Navy and only 207 ever took a prize.[157]

Due to the large size of their navy, the British did not rely as much on privateering. The majority of the 1,407 captured American merchant ships were taken by the Royal Navy. The war was the last time the British allowed privateering, since the practice was coming to be seen as politically inexpedient and of diminishing value in maintaining its naval supremacy. However privateering remained popular in British colonies. It was the last hurrah for privateers in Bermuda who vigorously returned to the practice after experience in previous wars.[163] The nimble Bermuda sloops[image: External link] captured 298 American ships. Privateer schooners based in British North America[image: External link], especially from Nova Scotia[image: External link] took 250 American ships and proved especially effective in crippling American coastal trade and capturing American ships closer to shore than the Royal Navy cruisers.[164]
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 Blockade




The naval blockade[image: External link] of the United States began informally in 1812 and expanded to cut off more ports as the war progressed.[157] Twenty ships were on station in 1812 and 135 were in place by the end of the conflict.[157] In March 1813, the Royal Navy punished the Southern states, who most vocal about annexing British North America by blockading Charleston, Port Royal, Savannah and New York city was well.[157] However, as additional ships were sent to North America in 1813, the Royal Navy was able to tighten the blockade and extend it, first to the coast south of Narragansett[image: External link] by November 1813 and to the entire American coast on May 31, 1814.[157] In May 1814, following the abdication of Napoleon, and the end of the supply problems with Wellington’s army, New England was blockaded.[165]

The British government, having need of American foodstuffs for its army in Spain, benefited from the willingness of the New Englanders to trade with them, so no blockade of New England was at first attempted.[157] The Delaware River[image: External link] and Chesapeake Bay were declared in a state of blockade on December 26, 1812. Illicit trade was carried on by collusive captures arranged between American traders and British officers. American ships were fraudulently transferred to neutral flags. Eventually, the U.S. government was driven to issue orders to stop illicit trading; this put only a further strain on the commerce of the country. The overpowering strength of the British fleet enabled it to occupy the Chesapeake and to attack and destroy numerous docks and harbours.[166]

The blockade of American ports later tightened to the extent that most American merchant ships and naval vessels were confined to port. The American frigates USS United States[image: External link] and Macedonian[image: External link] ended the war blockaded and hulked[image: External link] in New London, Connecticut[image: External link].[167] The USS United States and USS Macedonian attempted to set sail to raid British shipping in the Caribbean, but were forced to turn back when confronted with a British squadron, and by the end of the war, the United States had six frigates and four ships-of-the-line sitting in port.[168] Some merchant ships were based in Europe or Asia and continued operations. Others, mainly from New England, were issued licences to trade by Admiral Sir John Borlase Warren[image: External link], commander in chief on the American station in 1813. This allowed Wellington's army in Spain to receive American goods and to maintain the New Englanders' opposition to the war[image: External link]. The blockade nevertheless resulted in American exports decreasing from $130 million in 1807 to $7 million in 1814. Most of these were food exports that ironically went to supply their enemies in Britain or British colonies.[169] The blockade had a devastating effect on the American economy with the value of American exports and imports falling from $114 million in 1811 down to $20 million by 1814 while the US Customs took in $13 million in 1811 and $6 million in 1814, despite the fact that Congress had voted to double the rates.[170] The British blockade further damaged the American economy by forcing merchants to abandon the cheap and fast coastal trade to the slow and more expensive inland roads.[171] In 1814, only 1 out of 14 American merchantmen risked leaving port as a high probability that any ship leaving port would be seized.[171]

As the Royal Navy base that supervised the blockade, Halifax profited greatly during the war. From that base British privateers seized many French and American ships and sold their prizes in Halifax.
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 Freeing and recruiting slaves




The British Royal Navy's blockades and raids allowed about 4,000 African Americans to escape slavery by fleeing American plantations to find freedom aboard British ships, migrants known, as regards those who settled in Canada, as the Black Refugees[image: External link]. The blockading British fleet in Chesapeake Bay[image: External link] received increasing numbers of enslaved black Americans during 1813. By British government order they were treated as free persons when reaching British hands.[172][173] Alexander Cochrane's proclamation of April 2, 1814[image: External link], invited Americans who wished to emigrate to join the British, and though not explicitly mentioning slaves was taken by all as addressed to them. About 2,400 of the escaped slaves and their families who were carried on ships of the Royal Navy following their escape settled in Nova Scotia[image: External link] and New Brunswick[image: External link] during and after the war. From May 1814, younger men among the volunteers were recruited into a new Corps of Colonial Marines[image: External link]. They fought for Britain throughout the Atlantic campaign, including the Battle of Bladensburg[image: External link] and the attacks on Washington, D.C. and Battle of Baltimore, later settling in Trinidad after rejecting British government orders for transfer to the West India Regiments[image: External link], forming the community of the Merikins[image: External link]. The slaves who escaped to the British represented the largest emancipation of African Americans before the American Civil War.[174]
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 Occupation of Maine




Maine, then part of Massachusetts, was a base for smuggling and illegal trade between the U.S. and the British. Until 1813 the region was generally quiet except for privateer actions near the coast. In September 1813, there was a notable naval action when the U.S. Navy's brig Enterprise[image: External link] fought and captured[image: External link] the Royal Navy brig Boxer[image: External link] off Pemaquid Point.[175] The first British assault came in July 1814, when Sir Thomas Masterman Hardy[image: External link] took Moose Island (Eastport, Maine[image: External link]) without a shot, with the entire American garrison of Fort Sullivan[image: External link]—which became the British Fort Sherbrooke—surrendering.[176] Next, from his base in Halifax, Nova Scotia[image: External link], in September 1814, Sir John Coape Sherbrooke[image: External link] led 3,000 British troops in the "Penobscot Expedition". In 26 days, he raided and looted Hampden[image: External link], Bangor[image: External link], and Machias[image: External link], destroying or capturing 17 American ships. He won the Battle of Hampden[image: External link] (losing two killed while the Americans lost one killed). Retreating American forces were forced to destroy the frigate Adams[image: External link]. The British occupied the town of Castine[image: External link] and most of eastern Maine for the rest of the war, re-establishing the colony of New Ireland[image: External link]. The Treaty of Ghent returned this territory to the United States, though Machias Seal Island[image: External link] has remained in dispute. The British left in April 1815, at which time they took ₤10,750 obtained from tariff duties at Castine. This money, called the "Castine Fund", was used to establish Dalhousie University[image: External link], in Halifax, Nova Scotia.[177]
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 Chesapeake campaign and "The Star-Spangled Banner"




The strategic location of the Chesapeake Bay[image: External link] near America's new national capital, Washington, D.C. on the major tributary of the Potomac River, made it a prime target for the British[image: External link] and their Royal Navy[image: External link] and the King's Army[image: External link]. Starting in March 1813, a squadron under Rear Admiral George Cockburn[image: External link] started a blockade of the mouth of the Bay at Hampton Roads harbour and raided towns along the Bay from Norfolk, Virginia[image: External link], to Havre de Grace, Maryland[image: External link].

On July 4, 1813, Commodore[image: External link] Joshua Barney[image: External link], a Revolutionary War naval hero, convinced the U.S. Navy Department[image: External link] to build the Chesapeake Bay Flotilla[image: External link], a squadron of twenty barges powered by small sails or oars (sweeps) to defend the Chesapeake Bay. Launched in April 1814, the squadron was quickly cornered in the Patuxent River[image: External link], and while successful in harassing the Royal Navy, they were powerless to stop the British campaign that ultimately led to the "Burning of Washington". This expedition, led by Cockburn and General Robert Ross[image: External link], was carried out between August 19 and 29, 1814, as the result of the hardened British policy of 1814 (although British and American commissioners had convened peace negotiations at Ghent[image: External link] in June of that year). As part of this, Admiral Warren had been replaced as commander in chief by Admiral Alexander Cochrane, with reinforcements and orders to coerce the Americans into a favourable peace.

A force of 2,500 soldiers under General Ross had just arrived in Bermuda aboard HMS Royal Oak[image: External link], three frigates, three sloops and ten other vessels. Released from the Peninsular War[image: External link] in Spain[image: External link] and Portugal[image: External link] by British victory, the British intended to use them for diversionary raids along the coasts of Maryland and Virginia[image: External link]. In response to Prévost's request, they decided to employ this force, together with the naval and military units already on the station, to strike at the "Federal City" of Washington, D.C.

On August 24, U.S. Secretary of War[image: External link], John Armstrong[image: External link] insisted that the British would attack Baltimore rather than Washington, even when units of the British Army[image: External link], accompanied by major ships of the Royal Navy[image: External link], were obviously on their way to the capital. The inexperienced American militia, which had congregated nearby at Bladensburg, Maryland[image: External link], to protect the capital, were defeated in the Battle of Bladensburg[image: External link], opening the route to Washington. While First Lady Dolley Madison[image: External link] saved valuables from the then named "President's House" (or "President's Palace" [executive mansion] – now the "White House"), Fourth President James Madison and the government with members of the Presidential Cabinet, fled to Virginia[image: External link].[178] Seeing that the Battle of Bladensburg, northeast of the town in rural Prince George's County[image: External link] was not going well, Secretary of the Navy[image: External link] William Jones[image: External link] ordered Captain Thomas Tingey[image: External link], commandant of the Washington Naval Yard[image: External link] on the Eastern Branch of the Potomac River (now the Anacostia River), to set the facility ablaze to prevent the capture of American naval ships, buildings, shops and supplies.[178] Tingey had overseen the Naval Yard's planning and development since the national capital had been moved from Philadelphia to Washington in 1800, and waited until the very last possible minute, nearly four hours after the order was given to execute it. The destruction included most of the facility as well as the nearly-completed frigate "Columbia" and the sloop "Argus".[179]

The British commanders ate the supper that had been prepared for the President and his departmental secretaries after returning from hopeful glorious U.S. victory, before they burned the Executive Mansion; American morale was reduced to an all-time low. The British viewed their actions as retaliation for the destructive American invasions and raids into Canada, most notably the Americans' burning of York[image: External link] earlier in 1813. Later that same evening, a furious storm (some later weather experts called it a thunderstorm[image: External link], almost a hurricane[image: External link]) swept into Washington, D.C., sending one or more tornadoes[image: External link] into the rough, unfinished town that caused more damage but finally extinguished the fires with torrential rains, leaving fire-blackened walls and partial ruins of the President's House, The Capitol and Treasury Department[image: External link] that were set alight the first night.[180] In addition, the combustibles used to finish off the Navy Yard destruction that the Americans had started, exploded, killing or maiming a large number of "Red-Coats." Subsequently, the British left Washington, D.C. the following day after the storm subsided.

Having destroyed Washington's public buildings, including the President's Mansion and the Treasury, the British army and navy next moved several weeks later to capture Baltimore, forty miles northeast, a busy port and a key base for American privateers. However, by not immediately going overland to the port city they sneeringly called a "nest of pirates", but returning to their ships anchored in the Patuxent River[image: External link] and proceeding later up to the Upper Bay, they gave the Baltimoreans plenty of time to reinforce their fortifications and gather regular U.S. Army[image: External link] and state militia troops from surrounding counties and states. The subsequent "Battle for Baltimore[image: External link]" began with the British landing on Sunday, September 12, 1814, at North Point[image: External link], where the Baltimore harbour's Patapsco River[image: External link] met the Chesapeake Bay[image: External link], where they were met by American militia further up the "Patapsco Neck" peninsula. An exchange of fire began, with casualties on both sides. Major Gen. Robert Ross[image: External link] was killed by American snipers as he attempted to rally his troops in the first skirmish. The snipers were killed moments later, and the British paused, then continued to march northwestward to the stationed Maryland and Baltimore City militia units deployed further up Long Log Lane on the peninsula at "Godly Wood" where the later Battle of North Point[image: External link] was fought for several afternoon hours in a musketry and artillery duel under command of British Col. Arthur Brooke[image: External link] and American commander for the Maryland state militia and its Third Brigade (or "Baltimore City Brigade"), Brig. Gen. John Stricker[image: External link]. The British also planned to simultaneously attack Baltimore by water on the following day, September 13, to support their military now arrayed facing the massed, heavily dug-in and fortified American units of approximately 15,000 with about a hundred cannon gathered along the eastern heights of the city named "Loudenschlager's Hill" (later "Hampstead Hill" - now part of Patterson Park[image: External link]). These overall Baltimore defences had been planned in advance and foreseen by the state militia commander, Maj. Gen. Samuel Smith[image: External link], who had been set in charge of the Baltimore defences instead of the discredited U.S. Army[image: External link] commander for the Mid-Atlantic's 10th Military District (following the debacle the previous month at Bladensburg[image: External link]), William H. Winder[image: External link]. Smith had been earlier a Revolutionary War officer and commander, then wealthy city merchant and U.S. Representative[image: External link], Senator[image: External link] and later Mayor of Baltimore[image: External link]. The "Red Coats" were unable to immediately reduce Fort McHenry[image: External link], at the entrance to Baltimore Harbor to allow their ships to provide heavier naval gunfire to support their troops to the northeast.

At the bombardment of Fort McHenry[image: External link], the British naval guns, mortars and revolutionary new "Congreve rockets[image: External link]" had a longer range than the American cannon onshore, and the ships mostly stood off out of the Americans' range, bombarding the fort, which returned very little fire and was not too heavily damaged during the onslaught except for a burst over a rear brickwall knocking out some fieldpieces and resulting in a few casualties. Despite however the heavy bombardment, casualties in the fort were slight and the British ships eventually realized that they could not force the passage to attack Baltimore in coordination with the land force. After a last ditch night feint and barge attack during the heavy rain storm at the time led by Capt. Charles Napier[image: External link] around the fort up the Middle Branch of the river to the west which was split and misdirected partly in the storm, then turned back with heavy casualties by alert gunners at supporting western batteries Fort Covington[image: External link] and Battery Babcock, so the British called off the attack and sailed downriver to pick up their army which had retreated from the east side of Baltimore. All the lights were extinguished in Baltimore the night of the attack, and the fort was bombarded for 25 hours. The only light was given off by the exploding shells over Fort McHenry, illuminating the flag that was still flying over the fort. The defence of the fort inspired the American lawyer Francis Scott Key[image: External link] to write "Defence of Fort M'Henry", a poem that was set to music as "The Star-Spangled Banner[image: External link]".


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Southern theatre
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 Creek War




Main article: Creek War[image: External link]


The Battle of Burnt Corn[image: External link] between Red Stick[image: External link] Creeks and U.S. troops, occurred in the southern parts of Alabama on July 27, 1813 prompted the state of Georgia as well as the Mississippi territory militia to immediately take major action against Creek offensives. The Red Sticks chiefs gained power in the east along the Alabama, Coosa, and Tallapoosa Rivers – Upper Creek territory. The Lower Creek lived along the Chattahoochee River. Many Creeks tried to remain friendly to the United States, and some were organized by federal Indian Agent Benjamin Hawkins[image: External link] to aid the 6th Military District under General Thomas Pinckney[image: External link] and the state militias. The United States combined forces were large. At its peak the Red Stick faction had 4,000 warriors, only a quarter of whom had muskets.[181]

Before 1813, the Creek War had been largely an internal affair sparked by the ideas of Tecumseh farther north in the Mississippi Valley, but the United States was drawn into a war with the Creek Nation by the War of 1812. The Creek Nation was a trading partner of the United States actively involved with Spanish and British trade as well. The Red Sticks, as well as many southern Muscogeean[image: External link] people like the Seminole[image: External link], had a long history of alliance with the Spanish and British Empires.[182] This alliance helped the North American and European powers protect each other's claims to territory in the south.[183] On August 30, 1813, Red Stick chiefs attacked Fort Mimms[image: External link], north of Mobile, the only American-held port in the territory of West Florida. The attack on Fort Mimms resulted in the death of 400 settlers and became an ideological rallying point for the Americans.[184]

The Indian frontier of western Georgia was the most vulnerable but was partially fortified already. From November 1813 to January 1814, Georgia's militia and auxiliary Federal[image: External link] troops - from the Creek[image: External link] and Cherokee[image: External link] Indian nations and the states of North Carolina and South Carolina[image: External link] – organized the fortification of defences along the Chattahoochee River[image: External link] and expeditions into Upper Creek territory in present-day Alabama. The army, led by General John Floyd[image: External link], went to the heart of the "Creek Holy Grounds" and won a major offensive against one of the largest Creek towns at Battle of Autosee, killing an estimated two hundred people. In November, the militia of Mississippi with a combined 1200 troops attacked the "Econachca" encampment ("Battle of Holy Ground")[image: External link] on the Alabama River.[185] Tennessee raised a militia of 5,000 under Major Generals Andrew Jackson[image: External link] and Brigadier General John Coffee[image: External link] and won the battles of Tallushatchee[image: External link] and Talladega[image: External link] in November 1813.[186]

The Georgia militia withdrew to the Chattahoochee[image: External link], and Jackson's force in Tennessee mostly disbanded for the winter. In January Floyd's force of 1,300 state militia and 400 Creek Indians moved to join the U.S forces in Tennessee, but were attacked in camp on the Calibee Creek by Tuckaubatchee[image: External link] Indians on the 27th.

Despite enlistment problems in the winter, the U.S. Army[image: External link] forces and a second draft of Tennessee state militia and Cherokee[image: External link] and Creek[image: External link] allies swelled his army to around 5,000. In March 1814 they moved south to attack the Creek.[187] On March 26, Jackson decisively defeated the Creek Indian force at Horseshoe Bend[image: External link], killing 800 of 1,000 Creeks at a cost of 49 killed and 154 wounded out of approximately 2,000 American and Cherokee forces.[188] The American army moved to Fort Jackson[image: External link] on the Alabama River[image: External link]. On August 9, 1814, the Upper Creek chiefs and Jackson's army signed the "Treaty of Fort Jackson[image: External link]". The most of western Georgia and part of Alabama was taken from the Creeks to pay for expenses borne by the United States. The Treaty also "demanded" that the "Red Stick" insurgents cease communicating with the Spanish[image: External link] or British[image: External link], and only trade with U.S.-approved agents.[189]

British aid to the Red Sticks arrived after the end of the Napoleonic Wars in April 1814 and after Admiral Sir Alexander Cochrane assumed command from Admiral Warren in March. The Creek promised to join any body of 'troops that should aid them in regaining their lands, and suggesting an attack on the tower off Mobile.' In April 1814 the British established an outpost on the Apalachicola River[image: External link] at Prospect Bluff (Fort Gadsden)[image: External link]. Cochrane sent a company of Royal Marines, the vessels HMS  Hermes[image: External link] and HMS  Carron[image: External link], commanded by Edward Nicolls, with further supplies to meet the Indians.[190] In addition to training the Indians, Nicolls was tasked to raise a force from escaped slaves, as part of the Corps of Colonial Marines.[191]

In July 1814, General Jackson complained to the Governor of Pensacola, Mateo Gonzalez Manrique, that combatants from the Creek War were being harboured in Spanish territory, and made reference to the British presence on Spanish soil. Although he gave an angry reply to Jackson, Manrique was alarmed at the weak position he found himself in. He appealed to the British for help, with Woodbine arriving on July 28, and Nicolls arriving at Pensacola on August 24.[192][193]

The first engagement of the British and their Creek allies against the Americans on the Gulf Coast was the attack on Fort Bowyer September 14, 1814. Captain William Percy tried to take the U.S. fort, hoping that would enable the British to move on Mobile and block U.S. trade and encroachment on the Mississippi. After the Americans repulsed Percy's forces, the British established a military presence of up to 200 Marines at Pensacola. In November, Jackson's force of 4,000 men took the town[image: External link] in November.[194] This underlined the superiority of numbers of Jackson's force in the region.[195] The U.S force moved to New Orleans in late 1814. Jackson's army of 1,000 regulars and 3,000 to 4,000 militia, pirates and other fighters, as well as civilians and slaves built fortifications south of the city.[196]
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 Gulf Coast




Main article: Battle of New Orleans[image: External link]


American forces under General James Wilkinson[image: External link], who was himself getting $4,000 per year as a Spanish secret agent, took the Mobile[image: External link] area—formerly part of West Florida[image: External link]—from the Spanish in March 1813; this would be the only territory permanently gained by the U.S. during the war.[197] The Americans built Fort Bowyer[image: External link], a log and earthenwork fort with 14 guns, on Mobile Point[image: External link].[198]

At the end of 1814, the British launched a double offensive in the South weeks before the Treaty of Ghent was signed. On the Atlantic[image: External link] coast, Admiral George Cockburn was to close the Intracoastal Waterway[image: External link] trade and land Royal Marine[image: External link] battalions to advance through Georgia to the western territories. On the Gulf[image: External link] coast, Admiral Alexander Cochrane would move on the new state of Louisiana and the Mississippi Territory[image: External link]. Admiral Cochrane's ships reached the Louisiana coast December 9, and Cockburn arrived in Georgia December 14.[199]

On January 8, 1815, a British force of 8,000 under General Edward Pakenham[image: External link] attacked Jackson's defences in New Orleans. The Battle of New Orleans was an American victory, as the British failed to take the fortifications on the East Bank. The British suffered high casualties: 291 dead, 1262 wounded, and 484 captured or missing[200] whereas American casualties were 13 dead, 39 wounded, and 19 missing. It was hailed as a great victory across the U.S., making Jackson a national hero and eventually propelling him to the presidency.[201][202] The American garrison at Fort St. Philip endured ten days of bombardment[image: External link] from Royal Navy[image: External link] guns, which was a final attempt to invade Louisiana; British ships sailed away from the Mississippi River on January 18. However, it was not until January 27, 1815, that the army[image: External link] had completely rejoined the fleet, allowing for their departure.[203]

After New Orleans, the British tried to take Mobile a second time; General John Lambert laid siege for five days and took the fort, winning the Second Battle of Fort Bowyer[image: External link] on February 12, 1815. HMS Brazen brought news of the Treaty of Ghent the next day, and the British abandoned the Gulf coast.[204]

In January 1815, Admiral Cockburn succeeded in blockading the southeastern coast by occupying Camden County, Georgia[image: External link]. The British quickly took Cumberland Island[image: External link], Fort Point Peter[image: External link], and Fort St. Tammany in a decisive victory. Under the orders of his commanding officers, Cockburn's forces relocated many refugee slaves, capturing St. Simons Island as well, to do so. During the invasion of the Georgia coast, an estimated 1,485 people chose to relocate in British territories or join the military. In mid-March, several days after being informed of the Treaty of Ghent, British ships finally left the area.[205]
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 Postwar fighting




In May 1815, a band of British-allied Sauk, unaware that the war had ended months before, attacked a small band of U.S. soldiers northwest of St. Louis.[206] Intermittent fighting, primarily with the Sauk, continued in the Missouri Territory well into 1817, although it is unknown if the Sauk were acting on their own or on behalf of British agents.[140] Several uncontacted isolated warships continued fighting well into 1815 and were the last American forces to take offensive action against the British.
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 Treaty of Ghent




Main article: Treaty of Ghent[image: External link]
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 Factors leading to the peace negotiations




By 1814, both sides had either achieved their main war goals or were weary of a costly war that offered little but stalemate. They both sent delegations to a neutral site in Ghent, Flanders (now part of Belgium). The negotiations began in early August and concluded on December 24, when a final agreement was signed; both sides had to ratify it before it could take effect. Meanwhile, both sides planned new invasions.

In 1814 the British began blockading the United States, and brought the American economy to near bankruptcy,[207][208][209][210] forcing it to rely on loans for the rest of the war. American foreign trade was reduced to a trickle. The parlous American economy was thrown into chaos with prices soaring and unexpected shortages causing hardship in New England which was considering secession.[211][212] The Hartford Convention led to widespread fears that the New England states might attempt to leave the Union, which through exaggerated as most New Englanders did not wish to leave the Union and merely wanted an end to a war which was bringing much economic hardship, suggested that the continuation of the war might threaten the union.[213] But also to a lesser extent British interests were hurt in the West Indies and Canada that had depended on that trade. Although American privateers found chances of success much reduced, with most British merchantmen now sailing in convoy, privateering continued to prove troublesome to the British, as shown by high insurance rates.[214] British landowners grew weary of high taxes, and colonial interests and merchants called on the government to reopen trade with the U.S. by ending the war.[215]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Negotiations and peace




At last in August 1814, peace discussions began in the neutral city of Ghent. Both sides began negotiations warily[216] The British diplomats stated their case first, demanding the creation of an Indian barrier state in the American Northwest Territory (the area from Ohio to Wisconsin). It was understood the British would sponsor this Indian state. The British strategy for decades had been to create a buffer state to block American expansion. Britain demanded naval control of the Great Lakes and access to the Mississippi River. The Americans refused to consider a buffer state and the proposal was dropped.[217] Although article IX of the treaty included provisions to restore to Natives "all possessions, rights and privileges which they may have enjoyed, or been entitled to in 1811", the provisions were unenforceable.[218] The Americans (at a later stage) demanded damages for the burning of Washington and for the seizure of ships before the war began.[219]

American public opinion was outraged when Madison published the demands; even the Federalists were now willing to fight on. The British had planned three invasions. One force burned Washington but failed to capture Baltimore, and sailed away when its commander was killed. In northern New York State, 10,000 British veterans were marching south until a decisive defeat at the Battle of Plattsburgh forced them back to Canada.[b] Nothing was known of the fate of the third large invasion force aimed at capturing New Orleans and southwest. The Prime Minister wanted the Duke of Wellington[image: External link] to command in Canada and take control of the Great Lakes. Wellington said that he would go to America but he believed he was needed in Europe.[220] Wellington emphasized that the war was a draw and the peace negotiations should not make territorial demands:


I think you have no right, from the state of war, to demand any concession of territory from America ... You have not been able to carry it into the enemy's territory, notwithstanding your military success and now undoubted military superiority, and have not even cleared your own territory on the point of attack. You cannot on any principle of equality in negotiation claim a cessation of territory except in exchange for other advantages which you have in your power ... Then if this reasoning be true, why stipulate for the uti possidetis[image: External link]? You can get no territory: indeed, the state of your military operations, however creditable, does not entitle you to demand any.[221]



The Prime Minister, Lord Liverpool, aware of growing opposition to wartime taxation and the demands of Liverpool and Bristol merchants to reopen trade with America, realized Britain also had little to gain and much to lose from prolonged warfare especially after the growing concern about the situation in Europe.[222] After months of negotiations, against the background of changing military victories, defeats and losses, the parties finally realized that their nations wanted peace and there was no real reason to continue the war. The main focus on British foreign policy was the Congress of Vienna, during which British diplomats had clashed with Russian and Prussian diplomats over the terms of the peace with France, and there were fears at the Britain might have go to war with Russia and Prussia. Now each side was tired of the war. Export trade was all but paralyzed and after Napoleon fell in 1814 France was no longer an enemy of Britain, so the Royal Navy no longer needed to stop American shipments to France, and it no longer needed to impress more seamen. It had ended the practices that so angered the Americans in 1812. The British were preoccupied in rebuilding Europe after the apparent final defeat of Napoleon[citation needed[image: External link]].

British negotiators were urged by Lord Liverpool to offer a status quo and dropped their demands for the creation of an Indian barrier state, which was in any case hopeless after the collapse of Tecumseh's alliance. This allowed negotiations to resume at the end of October. British diplomats soon offered the status quo to the U.S. negotiators, who accepted them. Prisoners would be exchanged, and captured slaves returned to the United States or be paid for by Britain.

On December 24, 1814 the diplomats had finished and signed the Treaty of Ghent. The treaty was ratified by the British three days later on December 27[223] and arrived in Washington on February 17 where it was quickly ratified and went into effect, thus finally ending the war. The terms called for all occupied territory to be returned, the prewar boundary between Canada and the United States to be restored, and the Americans were to gain fishing rights in the Gulf of Saint Lawrence[image: External link].

The Treaty of Ghent failed to secure official British acknowledgement of American maritime rights or ending impressment. However, in the century of peace until World War I these rights were not seriously violated. The defeat of Napoleon made irrelevant all of the naval issues over which the United States had fought. The Americans had achieved their goal of ending the Indian threat; furthermore the American armies had scored enough victories (especially at New Orleans) to satisfy honour and the sense of becoming fully independent from Britain.[224]
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 Losses and compensation




British losses in the war were about 1,160 killed in action and 3,679 wounded;[4] 3,321 British died from disease. American losses were 2,260 killed in action and 4,505 wounded. While the number of Americans who died from disease is not known, it is estimated that about 15,000 died from all causes directly related to the war.[225] These figures do not include deaths among Canadian militia forces or losses among native tribes.

There have been no estimates of the cost of the American war to Britain, but it did add some £25 million to the national debt.[226] In the U.S., the cost was $105 million, about the same as the cost to Britain. The national debt rose from $45 million in 1812 to $127 million by the end of 1815, although by selling bonds and treasury notes[image: External link] at deep discounts—and often for irredeemable paper money due to the suspension of specie payment in 1814—the government received only $34 million worth of specie.[227] Stephen Girard[image: External link], the richest man in America[image: External link] at the time, personally funded the United States government involvement in the war.[citation needed[image: External link]]

In addition, at least 3,000 American slaves escaped to the British lines. Many other slaves simply escaped in the chaos of war and achieved their freedom on their own. The British settled some of the newly freed slaves in Nova Scotia.[228] Four hundred freedmen were settled in New Brunswick.[229] The Americans protested that Britain's failure to return the slaves violated the Treaty of Ghent. After arbitration by the Tsar of Russia[image: External link] the British paid $1,204,960 in damages to Washington,[230] which reimbursed the slaveowners.[231]
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 Memory and historiography
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 Popular views




During the 19th century the popular image of the war in the United States was of an American victory, and in Canada, of a Canadian victory. Each young country saw its self-perceived victory as an important foundation of its growing nationhood. The British, on the other hand, who had been preoccupied by Napoleon's challenge in Europe, paid little attention to what was to them a peripheral and secondary dispute, a distraction from the principal task at hand.
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 Canadian




In British North America (which would become the Dominion of Canada[image: External link] in 1867), the War of 1812 was seen by Loyalists as a victory, as they had claimed they had successfully defended their country from an American takeover. The outcome gave the Canadians confidence and, together with the postwar "militia myth" that the civilian militia had been primarily responsible rather than the British regulars, was used to stimulate a new sense of Canadian nationalism.[232] John Strachan[image: External link], the first Anglican bishop of Toronto, created the myth, telling his flock that Upper Canada had been saved from the American invaders by the heroism of the local citizenry.[233][234]

A long-term implication of the militia myth that remained widely held in Canada at least until the First World War—was that Canada did not need a regular professional army.[235] While Canadian militia units had played instrumental roles in several engagements, such as at the Battle of the Chateauguay, it was the regular units of the British Army, including its "Fencible" regiments which were recruited within North America, which ensured that Canada was successfully defended.

Main article on Canadian Fencible and Militia Units: Canadian Units of the War of 1812[image: External link]

The U.S. Army had done poorly, on the whole, in several attempts to invade Canada, and the Canadians had shown that they would fight bravely to defend their territory. But the British did not doubt that the thinly populated territory would be vulnerable in a third war. "We cannot keep Canada if the Americans declare war against us again", Admiral Sir David Milne[image: External link] wrote to a correspondent in 1817,[236] although the Rideau Canal[image: External link] was built for just such a scenario.

By the 21st century it was a forgotten war in Britain,[237] although still remembered in Canada, especially Ontario. In a 2009 poll, 37% of Canadians said the war was a Canadian victory, 9% said the U.S. won, 15% called it a draw, and 39%—mainly younger Canadians—said they knew too little to comment.[238]

A February 2012 poll found that in a list of items that could be used to define Canadians' identity, the belief that Canada successfully repelled an American invasion in the War of 1812 places second (25%), only behind the fact that Canada has universal health care[image: External link] (53%).[239] The survey states that 77% of Canadians believe that War of 1812 Bicentennial is an important commemoration.[240]
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 American




Today, American popular memory includes the British capture and the burning of Washington in August 1814,[241] which necessitated its extensive renovation. The fact that before the war, many Americans wanted to annex British North America was swiftly forgotten, and instead American popular memory focused on the victories at Baltimore, Plattsburg and New Orleans to present the war as a successful effort to assert American national honour, the "second war of independence" that saw the mighty British empire humbled and humiliated.[242] In a speech before Congress on 18 February 1815, President Madison proclaimed the war a complete American victory.[243] This interpretation of the war was and remains the dominant American view of the war[243] The American newspaper the Niles Register in an editorial on 14 September 1816 announced that the Americans had crushed the British, declaring "...we did virtually dictate the treaty of Ghent to the British".[243] A minority of Americans, mostly associated with the Federalists saw the war as a defeat and an act of folly on Madison's part, caustically asking if the Americans were "dictating" the terms of the treaty of Ghent, why the British Crown did not cede British North America to the United States?[243] However, the Federalist view of the war is not the mainstream American memory of the war.[243] The view of Congressman George Troup who stated in a speech in 1815 that the Treaty of Ghent was "the glorious termination of the most glorious war ever waged by any people" is the way that most Americans remembered the war.[243] Another memory is the successful American defence of Fort McHenry in September 1814, which inspired the lyrics of the U.S. national anthem, "The Star-Spangled Banner".[244] The successful Captains of the U.S. Navy became popular heroes with plates with the likeness of Decatur, Steward, Hull, and others, becoming popular items. Ironically, many were made in England. The Navy became a cherished institution, lauded for the victories that it won against all odds.[245] After engagements during the final actions of the war, U.S. Marines had acquired a well-deserved reputation as excellent marksmen, especially in ship-to-ship actions.[246]
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 Historians' views




Historians have differing and complex interpretations of the war.[247] They agree that ending the war with neither side gaining or losing territory allowed for the peaceful settlement of boundary disputes and for the opening of a permanent era of good will and friendly relations between the U.S. and Canada. The war established distinct national identities for Canada and the United States, with a "newly significant border".[248]

In recent decades the view of the majority of historians has been that the war ended in stalemate, with the Treaty of Ghent closing a war that had become militarily inconclusive. Neither side wanted to continue fighting since the main causes had disappeared and since there were no large lost territories for one side or the other to reclaim by force. Insofar as they see the war's resolution as allowing two centuries of peaceful and mutually beneficial intercourse between the U.S., Britain and Canada, these historians often conclude that all three nations were the "real winners" of the War of 1812. These writers often add that the war could have been avoided in the first place by better diplomacy. It is seen as a mistake for everyone concerned because it was badly planned and marked by multiple fiascoes and failures on both sides, as shown especially by the repeated American failures to seize parts of Canada, and the failed British attack on New Orleans and upstate New York.[249][250]

However, other scholars hold that the war constituted a British victory and an American defeat. They argue that the British achieved their military objectives in 1812 (by stopping the repeated American invasions of Canada) and retaining their Canadian colonies. By contrast, they say, the Americans suffered a defeat when their armies failed to achieve their war goal of seizing part or all of Canada. Additionally, they argue the U.S. lost as it failed to stop impressment, which the British refused to repeal until the end of the Napoleonic Wars, arguing that the U.S. actions had no effect on the Orders in Council, which were rescinded before the war started.[251] The Canadian historian Carl Benn wrote:


"An assessment of objectives set in 1812 and realized in 1814 points to a British victory, although perhaps one that is not clear in the modern mind, partly because the war occurred in an age when diplomatic negotiations, the preservation of dignity and compromise marked treaties, rather than the images of unconditional surrender that have came to dominate our consciousness. Furthermore, a successful defensive war has less impact on the popular imagination than a conflict that changes national boundaries. On maritime issues, the British understood that their prewar policies risked conflict with the United States, but they believed that they could not abandon these policies because of the imperative to defeat Napoleon. Yet, as the possibility of hostilities loomed larger, they rescinded the Orders-in-Council to avoid a confrontation before the U.S. declaration, and so the revocation of the Orders had nothing to do with the war itself.



Britain would not, however, negotiate a compromise on impressment or other martime policies, such as excluding American ships from trade routes it wanted to keep for exclusive British use, and thus the peace treaty was silent on these points and did not challenge British policies or practices. That impressment evaporated as a problem between the two powers was due entirely to Britain's triumph over France and had nothing to do with American actions, and the United Kingdom came out of the war fully prepared to implement any restrictions it wished if future tensions required them".[243]



A second minority view is that both the U.S. and Britain won the war—that is, both achieved their main objectives, while the Indians were the losing party.[252] The British won by losing no territories and achieving their great war goal, the total defeat of Napoleon. U.S. won by (1) securing her honor and successfully resisting a powerful empire once again,[c] thus winning a "second war of independence";[253] and (2) ending the threat of Indian raids and the British plan for a semi-independent Indian sanctuary—thereby opening an unimpeded path for the United States' westward expansion.[254]
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 Indians as losers




Historians generally agree that the real losers of the War of 1812 were the Indians (called First Nations in Canada). Hickey says:


The big losers in the war were the Indians. As a proportion of their population, they had suffered the heaviest casualties. Worse, they were left without any reliable European allies in North America ... The crushing defeats at the Thames and Horseshoe Bend left them at the mercy of the Americans, hastening their confinement to reservations and the decline of their traditional way of life.[255][256]



The First Nations of the Old Northwest (the modern Midwest) had hoped to create an Indian state that would be a British protectorate.[257] American settlers into the Middle West had been repeatedly blocked and threatened by Indian raids before 1812, and that now came to an end. Throughout the war the British had played on terror of the tomahawks and scalping knives of their Indian allies; it worked especially at Hull's surrender at Detroit. By 1813 Americans had killed Tecumseh and broken his coalition of tribes. Jackson then defeated the Creek in the Southwest. Historian John Sugden notes that in both theatres, the Indians' strength had been broken prior to the arrival of the major British forces in 1814.[258] The one campaign that the Americans had decisively won was the campaign in the Old Northwest, which put the British in a weak hand to insist upon an Indian state in the Old Northwest.[257]

Notwithstanding the sympathy and support from commanders (such as Brock,[259] Cochrane and Nicolls), the policymakers in London reneged in assisting the Indians, as making peace was a higher priority for the politicians. At the peace conference the British demanded an independent Indian state in the Midwest, but, although the British and their Indian allies maintained control over the territories in question (i.e. most of the Upper Midwest[image: External link]), British diplomats did not press the demand after an American refusal, effectively abandoning their Indian allies. The withdrawal of British protection gave the Americans a free hand, which resulted in the removal of most of the tribes to Indian Territory[image: External link] (present-day Oklahoma).[260] In that sense according to historian Alan Taylor, the final victory at New Orleans had "enduring and massive consequences".[261] It gave the Americans "continental predominance" while it left the Indians dispossessed, powerless, and vulnerable.[262]

The Treaty of Ghent technically required the United States to cease hostilities and "forthwith to restore to such Tribes or Nations respectively all possessions, rights and privileges which they may have enjoyed, or been entitled to in 1811"; the United States ignored this article of the treaty and proceeded to expand into this territory regardless; Britain was unwilling to provoke further war to enforce it. A shocked Henry Goulburn[image: External link], one of the British negotiators at Ghent, remarked:


Till I came here, I had no idea of the fixed determination which there is in the heart of every American to extirpate the Indians and appropriate their territory.[263]



The Creek War came to an end, with the Treaty of Fort Jackson being imposed upon the Indians. About half of the Creek territory was ceded to the United States, with no payment made to the Creeks. This was, in theory, invalidated by Article 9 of the Treaty of Ghent. [264] The British failed to press the issue, and did not take up the Indian cause as an infringement of an international treaty. Without this support, the Indians' lack of power was apparent and the stage was set for further incursions of territory by the United States in subsequent decades. [265]
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 Long-term consequences




Main article: Results of the War of 1812[image: External link]


Neither side lost territory in the war,[d] nor did the treaty that ended it address the original points of contention—and yet it changed much between the United States of America and Britain.

The Rush–Bagot Treaty[image: External link] was a treaty between the United States and Britain enacted in 1817 that provided for the demilitarization of the Great Lakes and Lake Champlain, where many British naval arrangements and forts still remained. The treaty laid the basis for a demilitarized boundary and was indicative of improving relations between the United States and Great Britain in the period following the War of 1812. It remains in effect to this day.

The Treaty of Ghent established the status quo ante bellum; that is, there were no territorial losses by either side. The issue of impressment was made moot when the Royal Navy, no longer needing sailors, stopped impressment after the defeat of Napoleon. Except for occasional border disputes and the circumstances of the American Civil War, relations between the U.S. and Britain remained generally peaceful for the rest of the 19th century, and the two countries became close allies[image: External link] in the 20th century.

Border adjustments between the U.S. and British North America were made in the Treaty of 1818[image: External link]. Eastport[image: External link], Massachusetts, was returned to the U.S. in 1818; it would become part of the new State of Maine in 1820. A border dispute along the Maine–New Brunswick border was settled by the 1842 Webster–Ashburton Treaty[image: External link] after the bloodless Aroostook War[image: External link], and the border in the Oregon Country[image: External link] was settled by splitting the disputed area in half by the 1846 Oregon Treaty[image: External link]. A further dispute about the line of the border through the island in the Strait of Juan de Fuca[image: External link] resulted in another almost bloodless standoff in the Pig War[image: External link] of 1859. The line of the border was finally settled by an international arbitration commission in 1872.
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 United States




The U.S. suppressed the Native American resistance on its western and southern borders. The nation also gained a psychological sense of complete independence as people celebrated their "second war of independence".[266] Nationalism soared after the victory at the Battle of New Orleans. The opposition Federalist Party[image: External link] collapsed, and the Era of Good Feelings ensued.[267]

No longer questioning the need for a strong Navy, the U.S. built three new 74-gun ships of the line and two new 44-gun frigates shortly after the end of the war.[268] (Another frigate had been destroyed to prevent it being captured on the stocks.)[269] In 1816, the U.S. Congress passed into law an "Act for the gradual increase of the Navy" at a cost of $1,000,000 a year for eight years, authorizing 9 ships of the line and 12 heavy frigates.[270] The Captains and Commodores of the U.S. Navy became the heroes of their generation in the U.S. Decorated plates and pitchers of Decatur, Hull, Bainbridge, Lawrence, Perry, and Macdonough were made in Staffordshire, England, and found a ready market in the United States. Three of the war heroes used their celebrity to win national office: Andrew Jackson (elected President in 1828 and 1832[image: External link]), Richard Mentor Johnson (elected Vice President in 1836[image: External link]), and William Henry Harrison (elected President in 1840[image: External link]).

During the war, New England states became increasingly frustrated over how the war was being conducted and how the conflict was affecting them. They complained that the U.S. government was not investing enough in the states' defences militarily and financially, and that the states should have more control over their militias. The increased taxes, the British blockade, and the occupation of some of New England by enemy forces also agitated public opinion in the states.[271] As a result, at the Hartford Convention (December 1814 – January 1815) Federalist delegates deprecated the war effort and sought more autonomy for the New England states. They did not call for secession but word of the angry anti-war resolutions appeared at the same time that peace was announced and the victory at New Orleans was known. The upshot was that the Federalists were permanently discredited and quickly disappeared as a major political force.[272]

This war enabled thousands of slaves to escape to British lines or ships for freedom, despite the difficulties. The planters' complacency about slave contentment was shocked by their seeing slaves who would risk so much to be free.[228]

In 1815, with the British gone, most of the Indian tribes of the Midwest made peace with the United States. In the next 15 years they signed a series of treaties selling approximately half of Michigan, half of Indiana, and two thirds of Illinois to the U.S. government, which set up a process for selling the land to white farmers. Pratt concludes, "the war had given the Northwest what it most desired."[273] After the decisive defeat of the Creek Indians at the battle of Horseshoe Bend in 1814, some warriors escaped to join the Seminoles in Florida. The remaining Creek chiefs signed away about half their lands, comprising 23,000,000 acres, covering much of southern Georgia and two thirds of modern Alabama. The Creeks were now separated from any future help from the Spanish in Florida, or from the Choctaw and Chickasaw to the west. During the war the United States seized Mobile, Alabama, which was a strategic location providing oceanic outlet to the cotton lands to the north. Jackson invaded Florida in 1818, demonstrating to Spain that it could no longer control that territory with a small force. Spain sold Florida to the United States in 1819 in the Adams-Onís Treaty[image: External link] following the First Seminole War[image: External link]. Pratt concludes:


Thus indirectly the War of 1812 brought about the acquisition of Florida.... To both the Northwest and the South, therefore, the War of 1812 brought substantial benefits. It broke the power of the Creek Confederacy and opened to settlement a great province of the future Cotton Kingdom.[274]
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 British North America (Canada)




Pro-British leaders demonstrated a strong hostility to American influences in western Canada (Ontario) after the war and shaped its policies, including a hostility to American-style republicanism.[275] Immigration from the U.S. was discouraged, and favour was shown to the Anglican church[image: External link] as opposed to the more Americanized Methodist church[image: External link].[276]

The Battle of York showed the vulnerability of Upper and Lower Canada. In the 1820s, work began on La Citadelle[image: External link] at Quebec City[image: External link] as a defence against the United States. Additionally, work began on the Halifax citadel[image: External link] to defend the port against foreign navies. From 1826 to 1832, the Rideau Canal was built to provide a secure waterway not at risk from American cannon fire. To defend the western end of the canal, the British Army also built Fort Henry[image: External link] at Kingston.[277]
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 Indigenous nations




The Native Americans allied to the British lost their cause. The British proposal to create a "neutral" Indian zone in the American West was rejected at the Ghent peace conference and never resurfaced. After 1814 the natives, who lost most of their fur-gathering territory, became an undesirable burden to British policymakers who now looked to the United States for markets and raw materials. British agents in the field continued to meet regularly with their former American Indian partners, but they did not supply arms or encouragement and there were no American Indian campaigns to stop U.S. expansionism in the Midwest. Abandoned by their powerful sponsor, American Great Lakes-area Indians ultimately migrated or reached accommodations with the American authorities and settlers.[278]

In the Southeast, Indian resistance had been crushed by General Andrew Jackson during the Creek War[image: External link]; as President (1829–37), Jackson systematically expelled the major tribes to reservations west of the Mississippi,[279] part of which was the forced expulsion of American-allied Cherokee[image: External link] in the Trail of Tears[image: External link].
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 Bermuda




Bermuda had been largely left to the defences of its own militia and privateers before U.S. independence, but the Royal Navy had begun buying up land and operating from there in 1795, as its location was a useful substitute for the lost U.S. ports. It originally was intended to be the winter headquarters of the North American Squadron, but the war saw it rise to a new prominence. As construction work progressed through the first half of the 19th century, Bermuda became the permanent naval headquarters in Western waters, housing the Admiralty and serving as a base and dockyard. The military garrison was built up to protect the naval establishment, heavily fortifying the archipelago that came to be described as the "Gibraltar of the West". Defence infrastructure would remain the central leg of Bermuda's economy until after World War II.
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 Britain




The war is seldom remembered in Great Britain. The massive ongoing conflict in Europe against the French Empire under Napoleon[image: External link] ensured that the War of 1812 against America was never seen as more than a sideshow to the main event by the British.[280] Britain's blockade of French trade had been entirely successful and the Royal Navy was the world's dominant nautical power (and would remain so for another century). While the land campaigns had contributed to saving Canada, the Royal Navy had shut down American commerce, bottled up the U.S. Navy in port and heavily suppressed privateering. British businesses, some affected by rising insurance costs, were demanding peace so that trade could resume with the U.S.[281] The peace was generally welcomed by the British, though there was disquiet at the rapid growth of the U.S. However, the two nations quickly resumed trade after the end of the war and, over time, a growing friendship.[282]

Hickey argues that for Britain:


the most important lesson of all [was] that the best way to defend Canada was to accommodate the United States. This was the principal rationale for Britain's long-term policy of rapprochement with the United States in the nineteenth century and explains why they were so often willing to sacrifice other imperial interests to keep the republic happy.[283]
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 Notes






	
^ All U.S. figures are from Donald Hickey (Hickey 2006, p. 297)


	
^ The British were unsure whether the attack on Baltimore was a failure, but Plattsburg was a humiliation that called for court martial (Latimer 2007, pp. 331, 359, 365).


	
^ As Winston Churchill[image: External link] concluded, "The lessons of the war were taken to heart. Anti-American feeling in Great Britain ran high for several years, but the United States were never again refused proper treatment as an independent power". From A History of the English-speaking Peoples: The age of revolution, Volume 3 of A History of the English-speaking Peoples, p. 366.


	
^ Spain, a British ally, lost control of the Mobile, Alabama[image: External link], area to the Americans.
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United States Department of the Treasury






"OFR" redirects here. For other uses, see OFR (disambiguation)[image: External link].

The Department of the Treasury is an executive department and the treasury[image: External link] of the United States federal government. It was established by an Act of Congress[image: External link] in 1789 to manage government revenue[image: External link].[1] The Department is administered by the Secretary of the Treasury[image: External link], who is a member of the Cabinet[image: External link]. On February 13, 2017, the Senate confirmed Steven Mnuchin[image: External link] as Secretary of the Treasury.

The first Secretary of the Treasury was Alexander Hamilton, who was sworn into office on September 11, 1789.[2] Hamilton was asked by President George Washington to serve after first having asked Robert Morris[image: External link] (who declined, recommending Hamilton instead). Hamilton almost single-handedly worked out the nation's early financial system, and for several years was a major presence in Washington's administration as well. His portrait is on the obverse[image: External link] of the U.S. ten-dollar bill[image: External link] while the Treasury Department building is shown on the reverse[image: External link].

Besides the Secretary, one of the best-known Treasury officials is the Treasurer of the United States[image: External link] whose signature, along with the Treasury Secretary's, appears on all Federal Reserve notes.

The Treasury prints and mints[image: External link] all paper currency[image: External link] and coins[image: External link] in circulation through the Bureau of Engraving and Printing[image: External link] and the United States Mint. The Department also collects all federal taxes through the Internal Revenue Service, and manages U.S. government debt instruments.
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 History
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 Revolutionary Period




The history of the Department of the Treasury began in the turmoil of the American Revolution, when the Continental Congress at Philadelphia deliberated the crucial issue of financing a war of independence against Great Britain[image: External link]. The Congress had no power to levy and collect taxes, nor was there a tangible basis for securing funds from foreign investors or governments. The delegates resolved to issue paper money in the form of bills of credit, promising redemption in coin on faith in the revolutionary cause. On June 22, 1775—only a few days after the Battle of Bunker Hill[image: External link], Congress issued $2 million in bills; on July 25, 28 citizens of Philadelphia were employed by the Congress to sign and number the currency.

On July 29, 1775, the Second Continental Congress assigned the responsibility for the administration of the revolutionary government's finances to Joint Continental Treasurers, George Clymer[image: External link] and Michael Hillegas[image: External link]. The Congress stipulated that each of the colonies contribute to the Continental government's funds. To ensure proper and efficient handling of the growing national debt in the face of weak economic and political ties between the colonies, the Congress, on February 17, 1776, designated a committee of five to superintend the Treasury, settle the accounts, and report periodically to the Congress. On April 1, a Treasury Office of Accounts, consisting of an Auditor General and clerks, was established to facilitate the settlement of claims and to keep the public accounts for the government of the United Colonies. With the signing of the Declaration of Independence[image: External link] on July 4, 1776, the new-born republic as a sovereign nation was able to secure loans from abroad.

Despite the infusion of foreign and domestic loans to pay for a war of independence, the United Colonies were unable to establish a well-organized agency for financial administration. Michael Hillegas was first called Treasurer of the United States on May 14, 1777. The Treasury Office was reorganized three times between 1778 and 1781. The $241.5 million of paper Continental Dollars devalued rapidly. By May 1781, the dollar collapsed at a rate of from 500 to 1000 to 1 against hard currency. Protests against the worthless money swept the colonies and angry Americans coined the expression "not worth a Continental".

Robert Morris[image: External link] was designated Superintendent of Finance in 1781 and restored stability to the nation's finances. Morris, a wealthy colonial merchant, was nicknamed "the Financier" because of his reputation for procuring funds or goods on a moment's notice. His staff included a Comptroller, a Treasurer, a Register, and auditors, who managed the country's finances through 1784, when Morris resigned because of ill health. The Treasury Board of three Commissioners continued to oversee the finances of the confederation of former colonies until September 1789.
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 Hamilton and the Establishment of the Department of the Treasury




The First Congress of the United States was called to convene in New York on March 4, 1789, marking the beginning of government under the Constitution. On September 2, 1789, Congress created a permanent institution for the management of government finances:


Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That there shall be a Department of Treasury, in which shall be the following officers, namely: a Secretary of the Treasury, to be deemed head of the department; a Comptroller, an Auditor, a Treasurer, a Register, and an Assistant to the Secretary of the Treasury, which assistant shall be appointed by the said Secretary.[3]



Alexander Hamilton took the oath of office as the first Secretary of the Treasury[image: External link] on September 11, 1789. Hamilton had served as George Washington's aide-de-camp during the Revolution, and was of great importance in the ratification of the Constitution. Because of his financial and managerial acumen, Hamilton was a logical choice for solving the problem of the new nation's heavy war debt. Hamilton's first official act was to submit a report to Congress in which he laid the foundation for the nation's financial health.

To the surprise of many legislators, he insisted upon federal assumption and dollar-for-dollar repayment of the country's war debt of $75 million in order to revitalize the public credit: "[T]he debt of the United States' was the price of liberty. The faith of America has been repeatedly pledged for it, and with solemnities that give peculiar force to the obligation." Hamilton foresaw the development of industry and trade in the United States, and suggested that government revenues be based upon customs duties. His sound financial policies also inspired investment in the Bank of the United States, which acted as the government's fiscal agent.
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 2003 Reorganization




Congress transferred several agencies that had previously been under the aegis of the Treasury department to other departments as a consequence of the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks[image: External link]. Effective January 24, 2003, the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms[image: External link] (ATF), which had been a bureau of the Department since 1972, was extensively reorganized under the provisions of the Homeland Security Act of 2002[image: External link]. The law enforcement[image: External link] functions of ATF, including the regulation of legitimate traffic in firearms[image: External link] and explosives[image: External link], were transferred to the Department of Justice[image: External link] as the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms, and Explosives (BATFE). The regulatory and tax collection functions of ATF related to legitimate traffic in alcohol and tobacco remained with the Treasury at its new Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau[image: External link] (TTB).

Effective March 1, 2003, the Federal Law Enforcement Training Center[image: External link], the United States Customs Service[image: External link], and the United States Secret Service[image: External link] were transferred to the newly created Department of Homeland Security ("DHS")[image: External link].
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 Responsibilities
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 Mission




The mission of the Department of the Treasury is to "maintain a strong economy and create economic and job opportunities by promoting the conditions that enable economic growth and stability at home and abroad, strengthen national security by combating threats and protecting the integrity of the financial system, and manage the U.S. Government’s finances and resources effectively".
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 Basic functions




The basic functions of the Department of the Treasury mainly include:[4]


	Producing all currency and coinage of the U.S.;

	Collecting taxes, duties[image: External link] and money paid to and due to the U.S.:

	Paying all bills of the U.S.;

	Managing the federal finances;

	Managing government accounts and the United States public debt[image: External link];

	Supervising national banks and thrift institutions[image: External link];

	Advising on domestic and international financial, monetary[image: External link], economic[image: External link], trade and tax policy[image: External link] (fiscal policy[image: External link] being the sum of these);

	Enforcing federal finance and tax laws;

	Investigating and prosecuting tax evaders[image: External link];

	Publishing statistical reports.



With respect to the estimation of revenues for the executive branch[image: External link], Treasury serves a purpose parallel to that of the Office of Management and Budget for the estimation of spending for the executive branch, the Joint Committee on Taxation[image: External link] for the estimation of revenues for Congress, and the Congressional Budget Office[image: External link] for the estimation of spending for Congress.

From 1830 until 1901, the responsibility of overseeing weights and measures was carried out by the Office of Standard Weights and Measures, which was part of the U.S. Treasury Department[image: External link].[5] After 1901, the responsibility was assigned to the agency that subsequently became known as the National Institute of Standards and Technology[image: External link].
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 Organization




The Department of the Treasury is organized into two major components: the Departmental offices and the operating bureaus. The Departmental Offices are primarily responsible for the formulation of policy and management of the Department as a whole, while the operating bureaus carry out the specific operations assigned to the Department.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Structure





	
Secretary of the Treasury[image: External link][6]

	
Deputy Secretary of the Treasury[image: External link]

	
Treasurer of the United States[image: External link]

	Bureau of Engraving and Printing[image: External link]

	United States Mint





	
Under Secretary for Domestic Finance[image: External link][7]

	
Assistant Secretary for Financial Institutions[image: External link]

	Office of Financial Institutions[image: External link]





	
Assistant Secretary for Financial Markets[image: External link]

	Office of Financial Markets[image: External link]





	
Fiscal Assistant Secretary[image: External link]

	Office of Fiscal Service[image: External link]

	Bureau of the Fiscal Service[image: External link]





	
Assistant Secretary for Financial Stability[image: External link]

	Office of Financial Stability[image: External link]









	
Under Secretary for International Affairs[image: External link][8]

	Assistant Secretary for International Markets and Development

	Assistant Secretary for International Affairs[image: External link]





	
Under Secretary for Terrorism and Financial Intelligence[image: External link] (Office of Terrorism and Financial Intelligence[image: External link])[9]

	
Assistant Secretary for Terrorist Financing[image: External link]

	Office of Terrorist Financing and Financial Crimes[image: External link]





	Assistant Secretary for Intelligence and Analysis

	Office of Intelligence and Analysis[image: External link]





	Financial Crimes Enforcement Network[image: External link]

	Office of Foreign Assets Control[image: External link]

	Treasury Executive Office for Asset Forfeiture[image: External link]





	
Assistant Secretary for Management / Chief Financial Officer / Performance Improvement Officer

	Assistant Secretary for Economic Policy[image: External link]

	Assistant Secretary for Legislative Affairs[image: External link]

	
Assistant Secretary for Public Affairs/Director of policy planning

	
Assistant Secretary for Tax Policy

	Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau[image: External link]





	
Commissioner of Internal Revenue[image: External link]

	Internal Revenue Service





	Office of the Comptroller of the Currency[image: External link]

	Office of the General Counsel[image: External link]

	Office of the Inspector General

	
Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administration[image: External link] (TIGTA)
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 Bureaus






	Bureau
	Description



	The Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau (TTB)
	The Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau (TTB) is responsible for enforcing and administering laws covering the production, use, and distribution of alcohol and tobacco products. TTB also collects excise taxes for firearms and ammunition.



	
The Bureau of Engraving & Printing[image: External link] (BEP)
	The Bureau of Engraving & Printing (BEP) designs and manufactures U.S. currency, securities, and other official certificates and awards.



	The Bureau of the Fiscal Service[image: External link]

	The Bureau of the Fiscal Service was formed from the consolidation of the Financial Management Service and the Bureau of the Public Debt. Its mission is to promote the financial integrity and operational efficiency of the U.S. government through exceptional accounting, financing, collections, payments, and shared services.



	The Community Development Financial Institution[image: External link] (CDFI) Fund
	The Community Development Financial Institution (CDFI) Fund was created to expand the availability of credit, investment capital, and financial services in distressed urban and rural communities.



	The Financial Crimes Enforcement Network[image: External link] (FinCEN)
	The Financial Crimes Enforcement Network (FinCEN) supports law enforcement investigative efforts and fosters interagency and global cooperation against domestic and international financial crimes. It also provides U.S. policy makers with strategic analyses of domestic and worldwide trends and patterns.



	The Inspector General
	The Inspector General conducts independent audits, investigations and reviews to help the Treasury Department accomplish its mission; improve its programs and operations; promote economy, efficiency and effectiveness; and prevent and detect fraud and abuse.



	The Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administration (TIGTA)[image: External link]
	The Treasury Inspector General for Tax Administration (TIGTA) provides leadership and coordination and recommends policy for activities designed to promote economy, efficiency, and effectiveness in the administration of the internal revenue laws. TIGTA also recommends policies to prevent and detect fraud and abuse in the programs and operations of the IRS and related entities.



	The Internal Revenue Service
	The Internal Revenue Service (IRS) is the largest of Treasury's bureaus. It is responsible for determining, assessing, and collecting internal revenue in the United States.



	The Office of the Comptroller of the Currency (OCC)[image: External link]
	The Office of the Comptroller of the Currency (OCC) charters, regulates, and supervises national banks to ensure a safe, sound, and competitive banking system that supports the citizens, communities, and economy of the United States.



	The U.S. Mint
	The U.S. Mint designs and manufactures domestic, bullion and foreign coins as well as commemorative medals and other numismatic items. The Mint also distributes U.S. coins to the Federal Reserve banks as well as maintains physical custody and protection of the nation's silver and gold assets.
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 Budget and staffing




The Treasury Department was authorized a budget for Fiscal Year 2015[image: External link] of $22.6 billion. The budget authorization is broken down as follows:[10]



	Program
	Funding (in millions)
	Employees (in FTEs)



	Management and Finance



	Department Administration
	$311
	1,320



	Office of the Inspector General
	$35
	213



	Inspector General for Tax Administration
	$157
	837



	Special Inspector General for TARP
	$34
	192



	Community Development Financial Institutions Fund
	$225
	73



	Financial Crimes Enforcement Network
	$108
	346



	Alcohol and Tobacco Tax and Trade Bureau
	$101
	517



	Bureau of the Fiscal Services
	$348
	2,350



	Tax Administration



	Internal Revenue Service
	$12,476
	92,009



	International Programs



	International Programs
	$2,610
	0



	Non-Appropriated Bureaus



	Office of Fiscal Stability
	$184
	86



	Small Business Lending Programs
	$17
	25



	State Small Business Credit Initiative
	$7
	12



	Financial Stability Oversight Council
	$20
	26



	Office of Financial Research
	$92
	249



	Bureau of Engraving and Printing
	$749
	1,944



	United States Mint
	$3,571
	1,874



	Office of the Comptroller of the Currency
	$1,104
	3,997



	TOTAL
	$22,583
	106,080
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 Freedom of Information Act processing performance




In the latest Center for Effective Government[image: External link] analysis of 15 federal agencies which receive the most Freedom of Information Act[image: External link] FOIA requests, published in 2015 (using 2012 and 2013 data, the most recent years available), the Treasury earned a D by scoring 68 out of a possible 100 points, i.e. did not earn a satisfactory overall grade.[11]
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 See also





	Federal Reserve System

	MicroLoan Program[image: External link]

	Title 12 of the Code of Federal Regulations[image: External link]

	Title 17 of the Code of Federal Regulations[image: External link]

	Title 19 of the Code of Federal Regulations[image: External link]

	Title 31 of the Code of Federal Regulations[image: External link]

	Treasury Enterprise Architecture Framework[image: External link]

	Treasury Information System Architecture Framework[image: External link]




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Notes and references






	
^ "An Act to Establish the Treasury Department"[image: External link] (PDF). September 2, 1789. Retrieved 2014-11-05.


	
^ "Appointment as Secretary of the Treasury"[image: External link].


	
^ "Chapter 12, 1 Statue. 65"[image: External link] (PDF).


	
^ US Treasury website Organization[image: External link]


	
^ Records of the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST)[image: External link], National Archives website, (Record Group 167), 1830–1987.


	
^ Treasury Order 101-05[image: External link], U.S. Dept. of the Treasury. 10 January 2011. Updated 26 April 2011. Accessed 11 November 2012.


	
^ DF Org Chart[image: External link], "The Office of Domestic Finance". U.S. Dept. of the Treasury. October 2011. Accessed 11 November 2012.


	
^ International Affairs[image: External link], "About International Affairs". U.S. Dept. of the Treasury. 14 February 2012. Accessed 11 November 2012.


	
^ Terrorism and Financial Intelligence[image: External link], "About Terrorism and Financial Intelligence". U.S. Dept. of the Treasury. July 2, 2012. Accessed November 11, 2012.


	
^ 2015 Department of the Treasury Budget in Brief[image: External link], pg 9, United States Department of the Treasury, Accessed 2015-07-06


	
^ Making the Grade: Access to Information Scorecard 2015[image: External link], March 2015, 80 pages, Center for Effective Government[image: External link], retrieved 21 March 2016







[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 External links





	Official website[image: External link]

	
Department of the Treasury[image: External link] in the Federal Register[image: External link]


	Map of Major Foreign Holders Of Treasury Securities 2009[image: External link]
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Washington, D.C., in the American Civil War






Washington, D.C., during the American Civil War was a significant civilian leadership, military headquarters, and logistics center. As the capital of the United States, defending the city and the District of Columbia (which were not co-terminous at the time) became a major priority of the War Department[image: External link], and often dictated military strategy. In many ways, the war transformed Washington from a rather modest, semi-rural city into an urban center of national importance as population, government, infrastructure, public and private buildings, and visitation all dramatically increased during the conflict. This set the stage for the rapid expansion of the city throughout the latter half of the 19th century.



TOP
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 Washington, D.C., during the early stages of the War




Despite being the nation's capital, Washington remained a small city of a few thousand residents, virtually deserted during the torrid summertime, until the outbreak of the Civil War. In February 1861, the Peace Congress[image: External link], a last-ditch attempt by delegates from 21 of the 34 states to avert what many saw as the impending Civil War, met in the city's Willard Hotel[image: External link]. The strenuous effort failed and the War started in April 1861.

Faced with an open rebellion that had turned hostile, President Abraham Lincoln began organizing a military force to protect Washington. The Confederates desired to make Washington their capital and massed to take it. On April 10 forces began to trickle into the city. On April 19, the Baltimore riot[image: External link] threatened the arrival of further reinforcements. Led by Andrew Carnegie[image: External link], a railroad was built circumventing Baltimore, allowing soldiers to arrive on April 25, thereby saving the capital.

Thousands of raw volunteers (as well as many professional soldiers) came to the area to fight for the Union. By the mid-summer, Washington teemed with volunteer regiments[image: External link] and artillery batteries[image: External link] from throughout the North, all serviced by what was little more than a country town of what had been in 1860, 75,800 people.[b] George Templeton Strong's[image: External link] observation of Washington life led him to declare


Of all the detestable places Washington is first. Crowd, heat, bad quarters, bad fair [fare], bad smells, mosquitos, and a plague of flies transcending everything within my experience... Beelzebub surely reigns here, and Willard's Hotel is his temple.



The city became the staging area for what became the Manassas Campaign[image: External link]. When Brig. Gen.[image: External link] Irvin McDowell[image: External link]'s beaten and demoralized army staggered back into Washington after the stunning Confederate victory at the First Battle of Bull Run[image: External link], the realization came that the war might be prolonged, and efforts began to fortify the city in case of a Confederate assault. Lincoln knew he had to have a professional and trained army to protect the Capital area, and therefore began by organizing the Department on the Potomac on August 4, 1861,[1] and the Army of the Potomac[image: External link] 16 days later.[2]

Most Washington citizens embraced the arriving troops, although there were pockets of apathy and Southern sympathy. Upon hearing a Union regiment singing "John Brown's Body[image: External link]" as the soldiers marched beneath her window, resident Julia Ward Howe[image: External link] wrote the patriotic "Battle Hymn of the Republic[image: External link]" to the same tune.

The significant expansion of the federal government to administer the ever-expanding war effort – and its legacies, such as veterans' pensions – led to notable growth in the city's population, especially in 1862 and 1863 when the military forces and the supporting infrastructure dramatically expanded from early war days. The 1860 Census[image: External link] put the population at just over 75,000 persons, but by 1870 the District population had grown to nearly 132,000. Warehouses, supply depots, ammunition dumps, and factories were established to provide and distribute materiel[image: External link] for the Federal armies, and civilian workers and contractors flocked to the city.

Slavery[image: External link] was abolished throughout the District on April 16, 1862 — eight months before Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation — with the passage of the Compensated Emancipation Act.[3] Washington became a popular place for freed slaves to congregate, and many were employed in constructing the ring of fortresses that eventually surrounded the city.
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 Defending the capital




At the beginning of the war, Washington's only defense was one old fort (Fort Washington[image: External link], 12 miles (19 km) away to the south), and the Union Army soldiers themselves.[4] When Maj. Gen.[image: External link] George B. McClellan[image: External link] assumed command of the Department of the Potomac on August 17, 1861, he became responsible for the capital's defense.[1] McClellan began by laying out lines for a complete ring of entrenchments[image: External link] and fortifications[image: External link] that would cover 33 miles (53 km) of land. He built enclosed forts on high hills around the city, and placed well-protected batteries of field artillery[image: External link] in the gaps between these forts,[5] augmenting the 88 guns already placed on the defensive line facing Virginia and south.[6] In between these batteries interconnected rifle pits were dug, allowing highly effective co-operative fire.[5] This layout, once complete, would make the city one of the most heavily defended locations in the world, and almost unassailable by nearly any number of men.[4]

The capital's defenses for the most part deterred the Confederate Army[image: External link] from attacking. One notable exception was the Battle of Fort Stevens[image: External link] on July 11–12, 1864, in which Union soldiers repelled troops under the command of Confederate Lt. Gen.[image: External link] Jubal A. Early[image: External link]. This battle was the first time since the War of 1812 that a U.S. president came under enemy fire during wartime when Lincoln visited the fort to observe the fighting.

By 1865 the defenses of Washington were most stout, amply covering both land and sea approaches. At war's end the now 37 miles (60 km) of line included at least 68 forts, over 20 miles (32 km) of rifle pits, and were supported by 32 miles (51 km) of military use only roads and four individual picket[image: External link] stations. 93 separate batteries of artillery had been placed on this line, comprising over 1,500 guns, both field & siege varieties, as well as mortars[image: External link].[4]
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 D.C. Military formations





	Owens Company, District of Columbia cavalry {3 months unit-1861}

	8 Battalions, District of Columbia Infantry {3 months unit-1861}

	1st Regiment, District of Columbia Infantry

	2nd Regiment, District of Columbia Infantry

	Unassigned District of Columbia Colored

	Unassigned District of Columbia Volunteers
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 Washington, D.C., during the later stages of the War




Hospitals in the Washington area became significant providers of medical services to wounded soldiers needing long-term care after being transported to the city from the front lines. Among the most significant of these Civil War hospitals were the Armory Square Hospital, Finley Hospital, and the Campbell Hospital. More than 20,000 injured or ill soldiers received treatment in an array of permanent and temporary hospitals in the capital, including the U.S. Patent Office, and, for a time, the Capitol itself. Among the notables who served in nursing were American Red Cross[image: External link] founder Clara Barton[image: External link], and Dorothea Dix[image: External link], who served as superintendent of female nurses in Washington. Novelist Louisa May Alcott[image: External link] served at the Union Hospital in Georgetown. Poet Walt Whitman[image: External link] served as a hospital volunteer, and in 1865 would publish his famous poem "The Wound-Dresser."[7] The United States Sanitary Commission[image: External link] had a significant presence in Washington, as did the United States Christian Commission[image: External link] and other relief agencies. The Freedman's Hospital[image: External link] was established in 1862 to serve the needs of the growing population of freed slaves.[8]

As the war progressed, the overcrowding severely strained the city's water supply. The Army Corps of Engineers constructed a new aqueduct[image: External link] that brought 10,000 US gallons (38,000 l; 8,300 imp gal) of fresh water to the city each day.[clarification needed[image: External link]] Police and fire protection were beefed up, and work resumed to complete the unfinished dome of the Capitol Building. However, for most of the war, Washington suffered from unpaved streets, poor sanitation and garbage collection, swarms of mosquitos facilitated by the dank canals and sewers, and poor ventilation in most public (and private) buildings.[9]

Important political and military prisoners were often housed in the Old Capitol Prison[image: External link] in Washington, including accused spies Rose Greenhow[image: External link] and Belle Boyd[image: External link], as well as partisan ranger John S. Mosby[image: External link]. One inmate, Henry Wirz[image: External link], the commandant of the Andersonville Prison[image: External link] in Georgia was hanged in the yard of the prison shortly after the war for his cruelty and neglect toward the Union prisoners of war[image: External link].[10]
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 Lincoln's assassination




Main article: Abraham Lincoln assassination


On April 14, 1865, just days after the end of the war, Lincoln was shot in Ford's Theater[image: External link] by John Wilkes Booth[image: External link] during the play Our American Cousin[image: External link]. The next morning, at 7:22 AM, President Lincoln died in the house across the street, the first American president to be assassinated. Secretary of War[image: External link] Edwin M. Stanton[image: External link] said, "Now he belongs to the ages" (or perhaps "angels"). The residents and visitors to the city experienced a wide array of reactions, from stunned disbelief to rage. Stanton immediately closed off most major roads and bridges, and the city was placed under martial law. Scores of residents and workers were questioned during the growing investigation, and a handful were detained or arrested on suspicion of having aided the assassins or for a perception they were withholding information.

Lincoln's body was displayed in the Capitol rotunda[image: External link], and thousands of Washington residents, as well as throngs of visitors, stood in long queues for hours to glimpse the fallen president. Hotels and restaurants were filled to capacity, bringing an unexpected windfall to their owners. Following the identification and eventual arrest of the actual conspirators, the city was the site of the trial and execution of several of the assassins, and again, Washington was the center of the nation's media attention.
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 Grand Review of the Armies




Main article: Grand Review of the Armies[image: External link]


On May 9, 1865, the new president, Andrew Johnson[image: External link], declared that the rebellion was virtually at an end, and planned with government authorities a formal review to honor the victorious troops. One of his side goals was to change the mood of the capital, which was still in mourning following the assassination. Three of the leading Federal armies were close enough to travel to Washington to participate in the procession— the Army of the Potomac[image: External link], the Army of the Tennessee[image: External link], and the Army of Georgia[image: External link]. Officers in the three armies who had not seen each other for some time communed and renewed acquaintances, while at times, infantrymen engaged in verbal sparring (and sometimes fisticuffs) in the town's taverns and bars over which army was superior.

The Army of the Potomac was the first to parade through the city, on May 23, in a procession that stretched for seven miles. The mood in Washington was now one of gaiety and celebration, and the crowds and soldiers frequently engaged in singing patriotic songs as column passed the reviewing stand in front of the White House, where President Johnson, general-in-chief Ulysses S. Grant, senior military leaders, the Cabinet, and leading government officials awaited.

On the following day, William T. Sherman[image: External link] led the 65,000 men of the Army of the Tennessee and the Army of Georgia along Washington's streets past the cheering crowds. Within a week after the celebrations, the two armies were disbanded and many of the volunteer regiments and batteries were sent home to be mustered out of the army.
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 Notable Civil War leaders from Washington, D.C.




The District of Columbia, including Washington or adjoining Georgetown, was the birthplace of several Union army generals and naval admirals, as well as a leading Confederate commander.

Other important personalities of the Civil War born in the immediate Washington area included Confederate Senator Thomas Jenkins Semmes[image: External link], Union general John Milton Brannan[image: External link], John Rodgers Meigs[image: External link] (whose death sparked a significant controversy throughout the North), and Confederate brigade commander Richard Hanson Weightman[image: External link].
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	History of Washington, D.C.

	Civil War Defenses of Washington[image: External link]

	Bibliography of the American Civil War[image: External link]

	Bibliography of Abraham Lincoln[image: External link]

	Bibliography of Ulysses S. Grant[image: External link]
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 Notes





^[b] Data provided by "District of Columbia - Race and Hispanic Origin: 1800 to 1990"[image: External link] (PDF). United States Census Bureau. 2002-09-13. Retrieved 2008-07-29. Until 1890, the U.S. Census Bureau counted the City of Washington, Georgetown, and unincorporated Washington County as three separate areas. The data provided in this article from before 1890 is calculated as if the District of Columbia were a single municipality as it is today. To view the population data for each specific area prior to 1890 see: Gibson, Campbell (June 1998). "Population of the 100 Largest Cities and Other Urban Places in the United States: 1790 to 1990"[image: External link]. United States Census Bureau. Retrieved 2008-07-29.
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Abolitionism in the United States






Not to be confused with Prohibition in the United States[image: External link].

Abolitionism in the United States was the movement before and during the American Civil War to end slavery in the United States. In the Americas and western Europe, abolitionism[image: External link] was a movement to end the Atlantic slave trade[image: External link] and set slaves free. In the 17th century, English Quakers[image: External link] and Evangelicals[image: External link] condemned slavery as un-Christian. At that time, most slaves were Africans, but thousands of Native Americans were also enslaved. In the 18th century, as many as six million Africans were transported to the Americas as slaves, at least a third of them on British ships to North America[image: External link]. Abolition was part of the message of the First Great Awakening[image: External link] of the 1730s and 1740s in the Thirteen Colonies.

In the same period, rationalist thinkers of the Enlightenment[image: External link] criticized slavery for violating human rights[image: External link]. A member of the British Parliament, James Edward Oglethorpe[image: External link], was among the first to articulate the Enlightenment case against slavery. Founder of the Province of Georgia[image: External link], Oglethorpe banned slavery on humanistic grounds. He argued against it in Parliament and eventually encouraged his friends Granville Sharp[image: External link] and Hannah More[image: External link] to vigorously pursue the cause. Soon after his death in 1785, Sharp and More joined with William Wilberforce[image: External link] and others in forming the Clapham Sect[image: External link]. Although anti-slavery sentiments were widespread by the late 18th century, colonies and emerging nations, notably in the southern United States, continued to use and uphold traditions of slavery.

After the American Revolution established the United States, Northern states, beginning with Pennsylvania in 1780, passed legislation during the next two decades abolishing slavery, sometimes by gradual emancipation[image: External link]. Massachusetts ratified a constitution[image: External link] that declared all men equal; freedom suits[image: External link] challenging slavery based on this principle brought an end to slavery in the state. In other states, such as Virginia[image: External link], similar declarations of rights were interpreted by the courts as not applicable to Africans. During the ensuing decades, the abolitionist movement grew in Northern states, and Congress regulated the expansion of slavery as new states were admitted to the Union. Britain banned the importation of African slaves in its colonies in 1807 and abolished slavery in the British Empire in 1833. The United States criminalized the international slave trade in 1808 and made slavery unconstitutional[image: External link] in 1865 as a result of the American Civil War.

Historian James M. McPherson[image: External link] defines an abolitionist "as one who before the Civil War had agitated for the immediate, unconditional and total abolition of slavery in the United States." He does not include antislavery activists such as Abraham Lincoln, U.S. President during the Civil War, or the Republican Party[image: External link], which called for the gradual ending of slavery.[1]
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 Calls for abolition




The first Americans who made a public protest against slavery were the Mennonites[image: External link] of Germantown, Pennsylvania[image: External link]. Soon after, in April 1688, Quakers[image: External link] in the same town wrote a two-page condemnation of the practice and sent it to the governing bodies of their Quaker church, the Society of Friends[image: External link]. The Quaker establishment never took action. The 1688 Germantown Quaker Petition Against Slavery[image: External link] was an unusually early, clear and forceful argument against slavery and initiated the spirit that finally led to the end of slavery in the Society of Friends (1776) and in the state of Pennsylvania (1780). The Quaker Quarterly Meeting of Chester, Pennsylvania, made its first protest in 1711. Within a few decades the entire slave trade was under attack, being opposed by such leaders as William Burling, Benjamin Lay[image: External link], Ralph Sandiford, William Southby, and John Woolman[image: External link].[2]

Slavery was banned in the Province of Georgia[image: External link] soon after its founding in 1733. The colony's founder, James Edward Oglethorpe[image: External link], fended off repeated attempts by South Carolina merchants and land speculators to introduce slavery to the colony. In 1739, he wrote to the Georgia Trustees[image: External link] urging them to hold firm: "If we allow slaves we act against the very principles by which we associated together, which was to relieve the distresses. Whereas, now we should occasion the misery of thousands in Africa, by setting men upon using arts to buy and bring into perpetual slavery the poor people who now live there free." The struggle between Georgia and South Carolina led to the first debates in Parliament over the issue of slavery, occurring between 1740 and 1742.[3]

The Society for the Relief of Free Negroes Unlawfully Held in Bondage[image: External link] was the first American abolition society, formed 14 April 1775, in Philadelphia, primarily by Quakers. The society suspended operations during the American Revolutionary War and was reorganized in 1784, with Benjamin Franklin[image: External link] as its first president.[4] Rhode Island Quakers, associated with Moses Brown[image: External link], were among the first in America to free slaves. Benjamin Rush[image: External link] was another leader, as were many Quakers. John Woolman gave up most of his business in 1756 to devote himself to campaigning against slavery along with other Quakers.[5] One of the first articles advocating the emancipation of slaves and the abolition of slavery was written by Thomas Paine[image: External link]. Titled "African Slavery in America", it appeared on 8 March 1775 in the Postscript to the Pennsylvania Journal and Weekly Advertiser[image: External link].[6]
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 Abolition in the North




Beginning with Vermont in 1777, most states north of the Ohio River and the Mason–Dixon line[image: External link] abolished slavery. These states enacted the first abolition laws in the entire New World[image: External link].[7] Slavery in Massachusetts was abolished by the judiciary. The constitution[clarification needed[image: External link]] adopted in 1780 declared all men to have rights, making slavery unenforceable.

Emancipation in many free states was gradual. Enslaved people often remained slaves, but their children were born free. Transition arrangements were made, partially to prevent abuses.[clarification needed[image: External link]] New York and Pennsylvania still listed a few slaves in 1840 census returns, and a dozen black slaves were held in New Jersey in 1860 as "perpetual apprentices".[8][9]

At the United States Constitutional Convention[image: External link] of 1787, delegates debated over slavery, finally agreeing to allow states to permit the international trade for at least 20 years. By that time, all the states had passed individual laws abolishing or severely limiting the international buying or selling of slaves.[10] Through the Northwest Ordinance[image: External link] of 1787, the Congress of the Confederation prohibited slavery in the territories northwest of the Ohio River. The importation of slaves into the United States was officially banned on January 1, 1808.[11] No action was taken on the nation's internal domestic slave trade.

The principal organized bodies to advocate this reform were the Pennsylvania Abolition Society[image: External link] and the New York Manumission Society[image: External link]. The latter was headed by powerful politicians: John Jay[image: External link], Alexander Hamilton, later Federalists, and Aaron Burr[image: External link], later the Democratic-Republican vice-president of the United States. New York enacted a bill in 1799 that ended slavery over time.[12][13]

In 1806, President Thomas Jefferson[image: External link] denounced the international slave trade and called for a law to make it a crime. He told Congress in his 1806 annual message, such a law was needed to "withdraw the citizens of the United States from all further participation in those violations of human rights ... which the morality, the reputation, and the best of our country have long been eager to proscribe."[14] Congress in 1807 outlawed the international slave trade, effective January 1, 1808. The result was a reduction of more than 90 percent in the volume of the slave trade from Africa to the U.S. About 1,000 slaves continued to be illegally brought into the United States annually.[15]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Freed by Southern owners




After 1776, Quaker[image: External link] and Moravian[image: External link] advocates helped persuade numerous slaveholders in the Upper South[image: External link] to free their slaves. Manumissions[image: External link] increased for nearly two decades. Many individual acts by slaveholders freed thousands of slaves. Slaveholders freed slaves in such numbers that the percentage of free Negroes in the Upper South[image: External link] increased from 1 to 10 percent, with most of that increase in Virginia[image: External link], Maryland and Delaware. By 1810 three-quarters of blacks in Delaware were free. The most notable of men offering freedom was Robert Carter III[image: External link] of Virginia, who freed more than 450 people by "Deed of Gift", filed in 1791. This number was more slaves than any single American had freed before or after.[16] Often slaveholders came to their decisions by their own struggles in the Revolution; their wills and deeds frequently cited language about the equality of men supporting decision to set slaves free. The era's changing economy also encouraged slaveholders to release slaves. Planters were shifting from labor-intensive tobacco to mixed-crop cultivation and needed fewer slaves.[17]

The newly free black families began to thrive, together with African Americans free before the Revolution. By 1860, 91.7 percent of the blacks in Delaware were free, and 49.7 percent of the blacks in Maryland were free. Such early free families often formed the core of artisans, professionals, preachers and teachers in future generations.[17]
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 Western territories




During Congressional debate in 1820 on the proposed Tallmadge Amendment[image: External link], which sought to limit slavery in Missouri as it became a state, Rufus King[image: External link] declared that "laws or compacts imposing any such condition [slavery] upon any human being are absolutely void, because contrary to the law of nature, which is the law of God, by which he makes his ways known to man, and is paramount to all human control." The amendment failed and Missouri became a slave state. According to historian David Brion Davis[image: External link], this may have been the first time in the world that a political leader openly attacked slavery's perceived legality in such a radical manner.

Beginning in the 1830s, the U.S. Postmaster General[image: External link] refused to allow the mails to carry abolition pamphlets to the South.[18] Northern teachers suspected of abolitionism were expelled from the South, and abolitionist literature was banned. Southerners rejected the denials of Republicans that they were abolitionists. They pointed to John Brown's[image: External link] attempt in 1859 to start a slave uprising as proof that multiple Northern conspiracies were afoot to ignite slave rebellions. Although some abolitionists did call for slave revolts, no evidence of any other Brown-like conspiracy has been discovered.[19] The North felt threatened as well, for as Eric Foner concludes, "Northerners came to view slavery as the very antithesis of the good society, as well as a threat to their own fundamental values and interests".[20] The famous, "fiery" Abolitionist, Abby Kelley Foster[image: External link], from Massachusetts, was considered an "ultra" abolitionist who believed in full civil rights for all black people. She held to the views that the freed slaves would colonize Liberia. Parts of the anti-slavery movement became known as "Abby Kellyism". She recruited Susan B Anthony[image: External link] and Lucy Stone[image: External link] to the movement. Effingham Capron[image: External link], a cotton and textile scion, who attended the Quaker meeting where Abby Kelley Foster and her family were members, became a prominent abolitionist at the local, state and national levels.[21] The local anti-slavery society at Uxbridge[image: External link] had more than one quarter of the town's population as members.[21]
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 Colonization and the founding of Liberia




In the early 19th century, a variety of organizations were established that advocated relocation of black people from the United States to places where they would enjoy greater freedom; some endorsed colonization[image: External link], while others advocated emigration. During the 1820s and 1830s the American Colonization Society[image: External link] (A.C.S.) was the primary vehicle for proposals to "return" black Americans to freedom in Africa, regardless of whether they were native-born in the United States. It had broad support nationwide among white people, including prominent leaders such as Abraham Lincoln,[22] Henry Clay[image: External link] and James Monroe[image: External link], who considered this preferable to emancipation. Clay said that due to


unconquerable prejudice resulting from their color, they [the blacks] never could amalgamate with the free whites of this country. It was desirable, therefore, as it respected them, and the residue of the population of the country, to drain them off.[23]



Many African Americans opposed colonization, and simply wanted to be given the rights of free citizens in the United States. One notable opponent of such plans was the wealthy free black abolitionist James Forten[image: External link] of Philadelphia.

After attempts to plant small settlements on the coast of west Africa, the A.C.S. established the colony of Liberia[image: External link] in 1821–22. Over the next four decades, it assisted thousands of former slaves and free black people to move there from the United States. The disease environment they encountered was extreme, and most migrants died fairly quickly. Enough survived to declare independence[image: External link] in 1847. American support for colonization waned gradually through the 1840s and 1850s, largely because of the efforts of abolitionists to promote emancipation of slaves and the granting of United States citizenship. The Americo-Liberians[image: External link] established an elite who ruled Liberia continuously until the military coup[image: External link] of 1980.[24]
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 Immigration




Immigration of free Africans back to their continent of origin was thought of since the Revolutionary war. After Haiti became independent, the nation tried to recruit African Americans to migrate there after it re-established trade relations with the United States. The Haitian Union was a group formed to promote relations between the countries.[25] In West Africa, the Back-to-Africa[image: External link] movement and actions of president James Monroe[image: External link] led to the founding of Liberia[image: External link], a settlement for freed Africans to live upon. After riots against blacks in Cincinnati[image: External link], its black community sponsored founding of the Wilberforce Colony[image: External link], an initially successful settlement of African-American immigrants to Canada. The colony was one of the first such independent political entities. It lasted for a number of decades and provided a destination for about 200 black families emigrating from a number of locations in the United States.[25]
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 Religion and morality




The Second Great Awakening[image: External link] of the 1820s and 1830s in religion inspired groups that undertook many types of social reform. For some that included the immediate abolition of slavery as they considered it sinful to hold slaves as well as to tolerate slavery. "Abolitionist" had several meanings at the time. The followers of William Lloyd Garrison[image: External link], including Wendell Phillips[image: External link] and Frederick Douglass[image: External link], demanded the "immediate abolition of slavery", hence the name. A more pragmatic group of abolitionists, such as Theodore Weld[image: External link] and Arthur Tappan[image: External link], wanted immediate action, but were willing to support a program of gradual emancipation, with a long intermediate stage.

"Antislavery men", such as John Quincy Adams[image: External link], did not call slavery a sin. They called it an evil feature of society as a whole. They did what they could to limit slavery and end it where possible, but were not part of any abolitionist group. For example, in 1841, John Quincy Adams represented the Amistad[image: External link] African slaves in the Supreme Court of the United States and argued that they should be set free.[26] In the last years before the war, "antislavery" could refer to the Northern majority, such as Abraham Lincoln, who opposed expansion of slavery or its influence, as by the Kansas–Nebraska Act[image: External link] or the Fugitive Slave Act. Many Southerners called all these abolitionists, without distinguishing them from the Garrisonians.

Historian James Stewart (1976) explains the abolitionists' deep beliefs: "All people were equal in God's sight; the souls of black folks were as valuable as those of whites; for one of God's children to enslave another was a violation of the Higher Law, even if it was sanctioned by the Constitution."[27]

Slave owners were angry over the attacks on what some Southerners (including the politician John C. Calhoun[image: External link][28]) referred to as their peculiar institution[image: External link] of slavery. Starting in the 1830s, Southerners developed a vehement and growing ideological defense of slavery.[29] Slave owners claimed that slavery was a positive good for masters and slaves alike, and that it was explicitly sanctioned by God. Biblical arguments were made in defense of slavery by religious leaders such as the Rev. Fred A. Ross and political leaders such as Jefferson Davis[image: External link].[30] Southern biblical interpretations contradicted those of the abolitionists; a popular one was that the curse on Noah's son Ham[image: External link] and his descendants in Africa was a justification for enslavement of blacks.
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 Garrison and immediate emancipation




A radical shift came in the 1830s, led by William Lloyd Garrison[image: External link], who demanded "immediate emancipation, gradually achieved." That is, he demanded that slave-owners repent immediately, and set up a system of emancipation. Theodore Weld[image: External link], an evangelical minister, and Robert Purvis[image: External link], a free African American, joined Garrison in 1833 to form the American Anti-Slavery Society[image: External link] (Faragher 381). The following year Weld encouraged a group of students at Lane Theological Seminary to form an anti-slavery society. After the president, Lyman Beecher[image: External link], tried to suppress the group, the students moved to Oberlin College[image: External link].

Due to its students' anti-slavery position, Oberlin soon became one of the most liberal colleges and accepted African-American students. Along with Garrison, Northcutt and Collins were proponents of immediate abolition. Abby Kelley Foster[image: External link] became an "ultra abolitionist" and a follower of William Lloyd Garrison. She led Susan B. Anthony[image: External link] as well as Elizabeth Cady Stanton into the anti-slavery cause.

After 1840, "abolition" usually referred to positions similar to Garrison's. It was largely an ideological movement led by about 3,000 people, including free blacks and free people of color[image: External link], many of whom, such as Frederick Douglass[image: External link] in New England, and Robert Purvis[image: External link] and James Forten[image: External link] in Philadelphia, played prominent leadership roles. Douglass became legally free during a two-year stay in England, as British supporters raised funds to purchase his freedom from his American owner Thomas Auld, and also helped fund his abolitionist newspapers in the United States.[31] Abolitionism had a strong religious base including Quakers, and people converted by the revivalist fervor of the Second Great Awakening[image: External link], led by Charles Finney[image: External link] in the North, in the 1830s. Belief in abolition contributed to the breaking away of some small denominations, such as the Free Methodist Church[image: External link].

Evangelical abolitionists founded some colleges, most notably Bates College[image: External link] in Maine and Oberlin College[image: External link] in Ohio. The movement attracted such figures as Yale president Noah Porter[image: External link] and Harvard president Thomas Hill[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

In the North, most opponents of slavery supported other modernizing reform movements such as the temperance movement[image: External link], public schooling[image: External link], and prison- and asylum-building. They were split on the issue of women's activism and their political role, and this contributed to a major rift in the Society. In 1839, brothers Arthur Tappan[image: External link] and Lewis Tappan[image: External link] left the Society and formed the American and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society[image: External link], which did not admit women. Other members of the Society, including Charles Turner Torrey[image: External link], Amos Phelps, Henry Stanton[image: External link], and Alanson St. Clair, in addition to disagreeing with Garrison on the women's issue, urged taking a much more activist approach to abolitionism and consequently challenged Garrison's leadership at the Society's annual meeting in January 1839. When the challenge was beaten back,[32] they left and founded the New Organization, which adopted a more activist approach to freeing slaves. Soon after, in 1840, they formed the Liberty Party[image: External link], which had as its sole platform the abolition of slavery.[33] By the end of 1840, Garrison himself announced the formation of a third new organization, the Friends of Universal Reform, with sponsors and founding members including prominent reformers Maria Chapman[image: External link], Abby Kelley Foster[image: External link], Oliver Johnson, and Bronson Alcott[image: External link] (father of Louisa May Alcott[image: External link]).

Abolitionists such as William Lloyd Garrison[image: External link] repeatedly condemned slavery for contradicting the principles of freedom and equality on which the country was founded. In 1854, Garrison wrote:


I am a believer in that portion of the Declaration of American Independence in which it is set forth, as among self-evident truths, "that all men are created equal; that they are endowed by their Creator with certain inalienable rights; that among these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness." Hence, I am an abolitionist. Hence, I cannot but regard oppression in every form – and most of all, that which turns a man into a thing – with indignation and abhorrence. Not to cherish these feelings would be recreancy to principle. They who desire me to be dumb on the subject of slavery, unless I will open my mouth in its defense, ask me to give the lie to my professions, to degrade my manhood, and to stain my soul. I will not be a liar, a poltroon, or a hypocrite, to accommodate any party, to gratify any sect, to escape any odium or peril, to save any interest, to preserve any institution, or to promote any object. Convince me that one man may rightfully make another man his slave, and I will no longer subscribe to the Declaration of Independence. Convince me that liberty is not the inalienable birthright of every human being, of whatever complexion or clime, and I will give that instrument to the consuming fire. I do not know how to espouse freedom and slavery together.[34]
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 Black abolitionist rhetoric




Historians and scholars have largely overlooked the work of black abolitionists, instead, focusing much of their scholarship on a few black abolitionists, such as Frederick Douglass.[35] Black abolitionists, though, played an undeniably large role in shaping the movement. Although it is impossible to generalize an entire rhetorical movement, black abolitionists can largely be characterized by the obstacles that they faced and the ways in which these obstacles informed their rhetoric. Black abolitionists had the distinct problem of having to confront an often hostile American public, while still acknowledging their nationality and struggle.[36] As a result, many black abolitionists "intentionally adopted aspects of British, New England, and Midwestern cultures."[36] Furthermore, much of abolitionist rhetoric, and black abolitionist rhetoric in particular, were influenced by the Puritan preaching heritage.[37]
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 Blackface in America




During the stage performance of the controversial Uncle Tom's Cabin, white actor G. C. Germon put on blackface to represent an African-American male. The play left the white audience pitying the character, Tom, rather than seeing him as an equal. Earlier during this play, an actor breaks into a song with lyrics stereotyping mischievous, black children. This play encapsulates the controversy between anti-slavery[image: External link] activists and those pro slavery in the United States.[38]
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 Uncle Tom's Cabin




The most influential abolitionist tract was Uncle Tom's Cabin[image: External link] (1852), the best-selling novel and play by Harriet Beecher Stowe[image: External link]. Outraged by the Fugitive Slave Law of 1850[image: External link] (which made the escape narrative part of everyday news), Stowe emphasized the horrors that abolitionists had long claimed about slavery. Her depiction of the evil slave owner Simon Legree, a transplanted Yankee who kills the Christ-like Uncle Tom, outraged the North, helped sway British public opinion against the South and inflamed Southern slave owners who tried to refute it by showing some slave owners were humanitarian.[39] It inspired numerous anti-Tom novels[image: External link], several written and published by women.
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 American Catholics




Irish Catholics[image: External link] in America seldom challenged the role of slavery in society as it was protected at that time by the U.S. Constitution. They viewed the abolitionists as anti-Catholic and anti-Irish. Irish Catholics were generally well received by Democrats in the South.[40]

In contrast, most Irish Nationalists and Fenians supported the abolition of slavery. Daniel O'Connell[image: External link], the Catholic leader of the Irish in Ireland, supported abolition in the United States. He organized a petition in Ireland with 60,000 signatures urging the Irish of the United States to support abolition. John O'Mahony[image: External link], a founder of the Irish Republican Brotherhood[image: External link] was an abolitionist and served as colonel in the 69th Infantry Regiment[image: External link] during the Civil War.[41]

The Irish Catholics in America were recent immigrants; most were poor and very few owned slaves. They had to compete with free blacks for unskilled labor jobs. They saw abolitionism as the militant wing of evangelical anti-Catholic Protestantism.[42]

The Catholic Church in America had long ties[citation needed[image: External link]] in slaveholding Maryland and Louisiana. Despite a firm stand for the spiritual equality of black people, and the resounding condemnation of slavery by Pope Gregory XVI in his bull In supremo apostolatus[image: External link] issued in 1839, the American church continued in deeds, if not in public discourse, to avoid confrontation with slave-holding interests. In 1861, the Archbishop of New York wrote to Secretary of War Cameron: "That the Church is opposed to slavery ... Her doctrine on that subject is, that it is a crime to reduce men naturally free to a condition of servitude and bondage, as slaves." No American bishop supported extra-political abolition or interference with states' rights[image: External link] before the Civil War.
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 German immigrants




The secular Germans of the Forty-Eighter[image: External link] immigration were largely anti-slavery. Prominent Forty-Eighters included Carl Schurz[image: External link] and Friedrich Hecker[image: External link]. German Lutherans[image: External link] seldom took a position on slavery, but German Methodists[image: External link] were anti-slavery.
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 Abolitionist women




William Lloyd Garrison's[image: External link] abolitionist newsletter the Liberator[image: External link] noted in 1847, "... the Anti-Slavery cause cannot stop to estimate where the greatest indebtedness lies, but whenever the account is made up there can be no doubt that the efforts and sacrifices of the WOMEN, who helped it, will hold a most honorable and conspicuous position."[43] As the Liberator[image: External link] states, women played a crucial role as leaders in the anti-slavery movement.

Angelina and Sarah Grimké[image: External link] were the first female antislavery agents, and played a variety of roles in the abolitionist movement. Though born in the South, the Grimké sisters became disillusioned with slavery and moved North to get away from it. Perhaps because of their birthplace, the Grimké sisters' critiques carried particular weight and specificity. Angelina Grimké spoke of her thrill at seeing white men do manual labor of any kind.[44] Their perspectives as native southerners as well as women, brought a new important point of view to the abolitionist movement. In 1836, they moved to New York and began work for the Anti-Slavery Society[image: External link], where they met and were impressed by William Lloyd Garrison[image: External link].[45] The sisters wrote many pamphlets (Angelina's "Appeal to the Christian Women of the South" was the only appeal directly to southern women to defy slavery laws) and played leadership roles at the first Anti-Slavery Convention of American Women[image: External link] in 1837.[46] The Grimkés later made a notable speaking tour around the north, which culminated in Angelina's February 1838 address to a Committee of the Legislature of Massachusetts.

Lucretia Mott[image: External link] was active in the abolitionist movement. Though well known for her women's rights advocacy, Mott also played an important role in the abolitionist movement. During four decades, she delivered sermons about abolitionism, women's rights, and a host of other issues. Mott acknowledged her Quaker[image: External link] beliefs' determinative role in affecting her abolitionist sentiment. She spoke of the "duty (that) was impressed upon me at the time I consecrated myself to that Gospel which anoints 'to preach deliverance to the captive, to set at liberty them that are bruised ..."[47] Mott's advocacy took a variety of forms: she worked with the Free Produce Society[image: External link] to boycott slave-made goods, volunteered with the Philadelphia Female Anti-Slavery Convention of American Women, and helped slaves escape to free territory.[48]

Abby Kelley Foster[image: External link], with a strong Quaker[image: External link] heritage, helped lead Susan B. Anthony[image: External link] and Lucy Stone[image: External link] into the abolition movement. Kelley influenced future suffragists such as Susan B. Anthony[image: External link] and Lucy Stone[image: External link] by encouraging them to take on a role in political activism. She helped organize and was a key speaker at the first National Women's Rights Convention[image: External link] in Worcester, Massachusetts in 1850. (The Seneca Falls Convention, held in 1848, was not national).[49] She was an "ultra" abolitionist who believed in immediate and complete civil rights for all slaves. Since 1841, however, she had resigned from the Quakers over disputes about not allowing anti-slavery speakers in meeting houses (including the Uxbridge[image: External link] monthly meeting where she had attended with her family), and the group disowned her.[50][51][52] Abby Kelley[image: External link] became a leading speaker and the leading fundraiser for the American Anti-slavery Society[image: External link]. Radical abolitionism became known as "Abby Kelleyism."[53][54]

Other luminaries such as Lydia Maria Child[image: External link], Elizabeth Cady Stanton[image: External link], Susan B. Anthony[image: External link], Harriet Tubman[image: External link], and Sojourner Truth[image: External link] all played important roles in abolitionism. But even beyond these well-known women, abolitionism maintained impressive support from white middle-class and some black women. It was these women who performed many of the logistical, day-to-day tasks that made the movement successful. They raised money, wrote and distributed propaganda pieces, drafted and signed petitions, and lobbied the legislatures. Though abolitionism sowed the seeds of the women's rights movement, most women became involved in abolitionism because of a gendered religious worldview, and the idea that they had feminine, moral responsibilities.[55] For example, in the winter of 1831–1832, three women's petitions were written to the Virginia legislature, advocating emancipation of the state's slave population. The only precedent for such action was Catharine Beecher's[image: External link] organization of a petition protesting the Cherokee removal[image: External link].[56] The Virginia petitions, while the first of their kind, were by no means the last. Similar backing increased leading up to the Civil War.

Even as women played crucial roles in abolitionism, the movement simultaneously helped stimulate women's-rights efforts. A full 10 years before the Seneca Falls Convention[image: External link], the Grimkés[image: External link] were travelling and lecturing about their experiences with slavery. As Gerda Lerner says, the Grimkés understood their actions' great impact. "In working for the liberation of the slave," Lerner writes, "Sarah and Angelina Grimké found the key to their own liberation. And the consciousness of the significance of their actions was clearly before them. 'We Abolition Women are turning the world upside down.'"[57]

Women gained important experiences in public speaking and organizing that stood them in good stead going forward. The Grimké sisters' public speaking played a critical part in legitimizing women's place in the public sphere. Some Christian women created cent societies to benefit abolition movements, where many women in a church would each pledge to donate one cent a week to help abolitionist causes.[58]

The July 1848 Seneca Falls Convention[image: External link] grew out of a partnership between Lucretia Mott[image: External link] and Elizabeth Cady Stanton[image: External link] that blossomed while the two worked, at first, on abolitionist issues. Indeed, the two met at the World's Anti-Slavery Convention[image: External link] in the summer of 1840.[59] Mott brought oratorical skills and an impressive reputation as an abolitionist to the nascent women's rights movement.

Abolitionism brought together active women and enabled them to make political and personal connections while honing communication and organizational skills. Even Sojourner Truth[image: External link], commonly associated with abolitionism, delivered her first documented public speech at the 1850 National Women's Rights Convention in Worcester[image: External link]. There, she argued for women's reform activism.[60]
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Main articles: Origins of the American Civil War[image: External link] and Slavery in the United States
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Although there were several groups that opposed slavery (such as the Society for the Relief of Free Negroes Unlawfully Held in Bondage[image: External link]), at the time of the founding of the Republic, there were few states which prohibited slavery outright. The Constitution had several provisions which accommodated slavery, although none used the word. Passed unanimously by the Congress of the Confederation in 1787, the Northwest Ordinance[image: External link] forbade slavery in the Northwest Territory[image: External link], a vast area which had previously belonged to individual states in which slavery was legal.

American abolitionism began very early, well before the United States was founded as a nation. An early law passed by Roger Williams[image: External link] and Samuel Gorton[image: External link] because it contradicted their Protestant beliefs abolished slavery (but not temporary indentured servitude[image: External link]) in Rhode Island in 1652; however, it floundered within 50 years,[61] and Rhode Island became involved in the slave trade in 1700.[62] Samuel Sewall[image: External link], a prominent Bostonian and one of the judges at the Salem Witch Trials[image: External link], wrote The Selling of Joseph[63] in protest of the widening practice of outright slavery as opposed to indentured servitude in the colonies. This is the earliest-recorded anti-slavery tract published in the future United States.

In 1777, Vermont[image: External link], not yet a state, became the first jurisdiction in North America to prohibit slavery: slaves were not directly freed, but masters were required to remove slaves from Vermont. The first state to begin a gradual abolition of slavery was Pennsylvania, in 1780. All importation of slaves was prohibited, but none freed at first; only the slaves of masters who failed to register them with the state, along with the "future children" of enslaved mothers. Those enslaved in Pennsylvania before the 1780 law went into effect were not freed until 1847.[64]

In the 18th century, Thomas Jefferson and some of his contemporaries had plans to abolish slavery. Despite the fact that Jefferson was a lifelong slaveholder, he had included strong anti-slavery language in the original draft of the Declaration of Independence, but other delegates removed it.[65] Benjamin Franklin[image: External link], also a slaveholder for most of his life, was a leading member of the Pennsylvania Society for the Abolition of Slavery[image: External link], the first recognized organization for abolitionists in the United States.[66] Massachusetts took a much more radical position. Its Supreme Court ruled in 1783, that a black man was, indeed, a man and therefore free under the state's constitution.

States with a greater economic interest in slaves, such as New York and New Jersey, passed gradual emancipation laws. While some of these laws were gradual, these states enacted the first abolition laws in the entire "New World[image: External link]".[7]

All of the other states north of Maryland began gradual abolition of slavery between 1781 and 1804, based on the Pennsylvania model. By 1804, all the northern states passed laws to abolish it. Some slaves continued in servitude for two more decades, but most were freed. In addition, individual slaveholders, particularly in the upper South, freed slaves, sometimes in their wills. Many noted they had been moved by the revolutionary ideals of the equality of men. The number of free blacks as a proportion of the black population increased from less than 1 percent to nearly 10 percent from 1790 to 1810 in the upper South as a result of these actions.
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The institution remained solid in the South, and that region's customs and social beliefs evolved into a strident defense of slavery in response to the rise of a stronger anti-slavery stance in the North. In 1835 alone, abolitionists mailed over a million pieces of anti-slavery literature to the South.

In 1820, he privately supported the Missouri Compromise[image: External link], believing it would help to end slavery,[65][67] but his views on slavery[image: External link] were complicated, and possibly contradictory.[68] His will freed only a small fraction of Monticello[image: External link] plantation.[69]

President Jefferson signed the Act Prohibiting Importation of Slaves[image: External link] on March 2, 1807. It took effect in 1808, the earliest allowed under the Constitution. Afterwards, in 1820, the Act to Protect the Commerce of the United States and Punish the Crime of Piracy[image: External link] was passed, This law made importing slaves into the United States a death penalty offense. The Confederate States of America[image: External link] continued this prohibition with the sentence of death, and prohibited the import of slaves in its Constitution[image: External link]. The CSA also established Congressional control over interstate aspects of slavery.
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Abolitionists included those who joined the American Anti-Slavery Society[image: External link] or its auxiliary groups in the 1830s and 1840s as the movement fragmented.[70] The fragmented anti-slavery movement included groups such as the Liberty Party[image: External link]; the American and Foreign Anti-Slavery Society; the American Missionary Association; and the Church Anti-Slavery Society. Historians traditionally distinguish between moderate antislavery reformers or gradualists, who concentrated on stopping the spread of slavery, and radical abolitionists or immediatists, whose demands for unconditional emancipation often merged with a concern for black civil rights. However, James Stewart advocates a more nuanced understanding of the relationship of abolition and antislavery prior to the Civil War:


While instructive, the distinction [between antislavery and abolition] can also be misleading, especially in assessing abolitionism's political impact. For one thing, slaveholders never bothered with such fine points. Many immediate abolitionists showed no less concern than did other white Northerners about the fate of the nation's "precious legacies of freedom." Immediatism became most difficult to distinguish from broader anti-Southern opinions once ordinary citizens began articulating these intertwining beliefs.[71]



Anti-slavery advocates were outraged by the murder of Elijah Parish Lovejoy[image: External link], a white man and editor of an abolitionist newspaper on 7 November 1837, by a pro-slavery mob in Illinois. Nearly all Northern politicians rejected the extreme positions of the abolitionists; Abraham Lincoln, for example. Indeed, many Northern leaders including Lincoln, Stephen Douglas[image: External link] (the Democratic[image: External link] nominee in 1860), John C. Fremont[image: External link] (the Republican[image: External link] nominee in 1856), and Ulysses S. Grant married into slave-owning Southern families without any moral qualms.

Antislavery as a principle was far more than just the wish to limit the extent of slavery. Most Northerners recognized that slavery existed in the South and the Constitution did not allow the federal government to intervene there. Most Northerners favored a policy of gradual and compensated emancipation. After 1849, abolitionists rejected this and demanded that slavery end immediately and everywhere. John Brown[image: External link] was the only abolitionist known to have actually planned a violent insurrection, though David Walker[image: External link] promoted the idea. The abolitionist movement was strengthened by the activities of free African-Americans, especially in the black church, who argued that the old Biblical justifications for slavery contradicted the New Testament[image: External link].

African-American activists and their writings were rarely heard outside the black community. However, they were tremendously influential to some sympathetic white people, most prominently the first white activist to reach prominence, William Lloyd Garrison[image: External link], who was its most effective propagandist. Garrison's efforts to recruit eloquent spokesmen led to the discovery of ex-slave Frederick Douglass[image: External link], who eventually became a prominent activist in his own right. Eventually, Douglass would publish his own, widely distributed abolitionist newspaper, the North Star[image: External link].

In the early 1850s, the American abolitionist movement split into two camps over the issue of the United States Constitution. This issue arose in the late 1840s after the publication of The Unconstitutionality of Slavery by Lysander Spooner[image: External link]. The Garrisonians, led by Garrison and Wendell Phillips[image: External link], publicly burned copies of the Constitution, called it a pact with slavery, and demanded its abolition and replacement. Another camp, led by Lysander Spooner[image: External link], Gerrit Smith[image: External link], and eventually Douglass, considered the Constitution to be an anti-slavery document. Using an argument based upon Natural Law[image: External link] and a form of social contract[image: External link] theory, they said that slavery existed outside the Constitution's scope of legitimate authority and therefore should be abolished.

Another split in the abolitionist movement was along class lines. The artisan republicanism of Robert Dale Owen[image: External link] and Frances Wright[image: External link] stood in stark contrast to the politics of prominent elite abolitionists such as industrialist Arthur Tappan[image: External link] and his evangelist brother Lewis[image: External link]. While the former pair opposed slavery on a basis of solidarity of "wage slaves" with "chattel slaves", the Whiggish[image: External link] Tappans strongly rejected this view, opposing the characterization of Northern workers as "slaves" in any sense. (Lott, 129–30)

Many American abolitionists took an active role in opposing slavery by supporting the Underground Railroad[image: External link].[72] This was made illegal by the federal Fugitive Slave Law of 1850[image: External link]. Nevertheless, participants like Harriet Tubman[image: External link], Henry Highland Garnet[image: External link], Alexander Crummell[image: External link], Amos Noë Freeman[image: External link] and others continued with their work. Abolitionists were particularly active in Ohio, where some worked directly in the Underground Railroad. Since the state shared a border with slave states, it was a popular place for slaves escaping across the Ohio River and up its tributaries, where they sought shelter among supporters who would help them move north to freedom. Two significant events in the struggle to destroy slavery were the Oberlin-Wellington Rescue[image: External link] and John Brown[image: External link]'s raid on Harpers Ferry[image: External link]. In the South, members of the abolitionist movement or other people opposing slavery[image: External link] were often targets of lynch mob violence before the American Civil War.[73]

Numerous known abolitionists lived, worked, and worshipped in downtown Brooklyn, from Henry Ward Beecher[image: External link], who auctioned slaves into freedom from the pulpit of Plymouth Church, to Nathan Egelston, a leader of the African and Foreign Antislavery Society, who also preached at Bridge Street AME and lived on Duffield Street. His fellow Duffield Street residents, Thomas and Harriet Truesdell were leading members of the Abolitionist movement. Mr. Truesdell was a founding member of the Providence Anti-slavery Society before moving to Brooklyn in 1851. Harriet Truesdell was also very active in the movement, organizing an antislavery convention in Pennsylvania Hall in Philadelphia. The Tuesdell's lived at 227 Duffield Street. Another prominent Brooklyn-based abolitionist was Rev. Joshua Leavitt[image: External link], trained as a lawyer at Yale who stopped practicing law in order to attend Yale Divinity School, and subsequently edited the abolitionist newspaper The Emancipator and campaigned against slavery, as well as advocating other social reforms. In 1841, Leavitt published his The Financial Power of Slavery, which argued that the South was draining the national economy due to its reliance on slavery.
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 The End




In the 1850s, slavery remained legal in the 15 states of the American South[image: External link]. While it was fading away in the cities and border states, it remained strong in plantation areas that grew cash crops such as cotton, sugar, rice, tobacco or hemp. By the 1860 United States Census, the slave population in the United States had grown to four million.[74] American abolitionism was based in the North, and white Southerners alleged it fostered slave rebellion.

The white abolitionist movement in the North was led by social reformers, especially William Lloyd Garrison[image: External link], founder of the American Anti-Slavery Society[image: External link], and writers such as John Greenleaf Whittier[image: External link] and Harriet Beecher Stowe[image: External link]. Black activists included former slaves such as Frederick Douglass[image: External link], and free blacks such as the brothers Charles Henry Langston[image: External link] and John Mercer Langston[image: External link], who helped found the Ohio Anti-Slavery Society.[75] Some abolitionists said that slavery was criminal and a sin; they also criticized slave owners of using black women as concubines[image: External link] and taking sexual advantage of them.[76]
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Main article: Compromise of 1850


The Compromise of 1850 attempted to resolve issues surrounding slavery caused by the War with Mexico and the admission to the Union of the slave Republic of Texas[image: External link]. The Compromise of 1850 was proposed by "The Great Compromiser," Henry Clay[image: External link] and was passed by Senator Stephen A. Douglas[image: External link]. Through the compromise, California was admitted as a free state after its state convention unanimously opposed slavery there, Texas was financially compensated for the loss of its territories, the slave trade (not slavery) was abolished in the District of Columbia, and the Fugitive Slave Law[image: External link] was passed as a concession to the South. Abolitionists were outraged because the new law required Northerners to help in the capture and return of runaway slaves.[77]
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Main article: History of the United States Republican Party[image: External link]


In 1854, Congress passed the Kansas–Nebraska Act[image: External link], which opened those territories to slavery if the local residents voted that way. The antislavery gains made in previous compromises were reversed. A firestorm of outrage brought together former Whigs[image: External link], Know-Nothings[image: External link], and former Free Soil[image: External link] Democrats to form a new party in 1854–56, the Republican Party. It included a program of rapid modernization involving the government promotion of industry, railroads, banks, free homesteads, and colleges, all to the annoyance of the South. The new party denounced the Slave Power[image: External link] – that is the political power of the slave owners who supposedly controlled the national government for their own benefit and to the disadvantage of the ordinary white man.[78]

The Republican Party wanted to achieve the gradual extinction of slavery by market forces, because its members believed that free labor was superior to slave labor. Southern leaders said the Republican policy of blocking the expansion of slavery into the West made them second-class citizens, and challenged their autonomy. With the 1860 presidential victory[image: External link] of Abraham Lincoln, seven Deep South states whose economy was based on cotton and slavery decided to secede and form a new nation. The American Civil War broke out in April 1861 with the firing on Fort Sumter in South Carolina. When Lincoln called for troops to suppress the rebellion, four more slave states seceded.

Western explorer John C. Frémont[image: External link] ran as the first Republican nominee for president in 1856, using the political slogan: "Free soil, free silver, free men, Frémont and victory!" Although he lost, the party showed a strong base. It dominated in Yankee areas of New England, New York and the northern Midwest, and had a strong presence in the rest of the North. It had almost no support in the South, where it was roundly denounced in 1856–60 as a divisive force that threatened civil war.[79]

Without using the term " containment[image: External link]", the new Party in the mid-1850s proposed a system of containing slavery, once it gained control of the national government. Historian James Oakes[image: External link] explains the strategy:


	"The federal government would surround the south with free states, free territories, and free waters, building what they called a 'cordon of freedom' around slavery, hemming it in until the system's own internal weaknesses forced the slave states one by one to abandon slavery."[80]




Abolitionists demanded immediate emancipation not a slow-acting containment. They rejected the new party, and in turn its leaders reassured voters they were not abolitionists.
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Historian Frederick Blue called John Brown[image: External link] "the most controversial of all 19th-century Americans."[81] When Brown was hanged after his attempt to start a slave rebellion in 1859, church bells rang, minute guns were fired, large memorial meetings took place throughout the North, and famous writers such as Emerson[image: External link] and Henry David Thoreau[image: External link] joined many Northerners in praising Brown.[82] Whereas Garrison was a pacifist, Brown resorted to violence. Historians agree he played a major role in starting the war. Some historians regard Brown as a crazed lunatic, while David S. Reynolds hails him as the man who "killed slavery, sparked the civil war, and seeded civil rights." For Ken Chowder he is "the father of American terrorism."[83]

His famous raid in October 1859, involved a band of 22 men who seized the federal Harpers Ferry Armory[image: External link] at Harper's Ferry, West Virginia[image: External link] (then part of Virginia[image: External link]), knowing it contained tens of thousands of weapons. Brown believed the South was on the verge of a gigantic slave uprising and that one spark would set it off. Brown's supporters George Luther Stearns[image: External link], Franklin B. Sanborn[image: External link], Thomas Wentworth Higginson[image: External link], Theodore Parker[image: External link], Samuel Gridley Howe[image: External link] and Gerrit Smith[image: External link] were all abolitionist members of the Secret Six[image: External link] who provided financial backing for Brown's raid. Brown's raid, says historian David Potter, "was meant to be of vast magnitude and to produce a revolutionary slave uprising throughout the South." The raid did not go as expected. Not a single slave revolted. Lt. Colonel Robert E. Lee[image: External link] of the U.S. Army was dispatched to put down the raid, and Brown was quickly captured. Brown was tried for treason against Virginia and hanged. At his trial, Brown exuded a remarkable zeal and single-mindedness that played directly to Southerners' worst fears. Few individuals did more to cause secession than John Brown, because Southerners believed he was right about an impending slave revolt. Shortly before his execution, Brown prophesied, "the crimes of this guilty land will never be purged away; but with blood."[84]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous 
 American Civil War




From the beginning of the American Civil War, Union leaders identified slavery as the social and economic foundation of the Confederacy, and from 1862 were determined to end that support system. Meanwhile, pro-Union forces gained control of the Border States[image: External link] and began the process of emancipation in Maryland, Missouri and West Virginia. Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation on 1 January 1863. The passage of the Thirteenth Amendment[image: External link] (ratified in December 1865) abolished slavery in the United States, officially freeing more than 50,000 people still enslaved in Kentucky and Delaware.[86][87][88]

In 1863, Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation, which freed slaves held in the Confederate States[image: External link] as contraband[image: External link]. Border states, except Delaware, began their own emancipation programs. Thousands of slaves escaped to freedom behind Union Army lines, and in 1863 many men started serving as the United States Colored Troops[image: External link]. The 13th Amendment to the U.S. Constitution[image: External link] took effect in December 1865 and ended slavery throughout the United States. It also abolished slavery among the Indian tribes.
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Slavery in the United States






For slavery among Native Americans, see Slavery among Native Americans in the United States[image: External link]. For slavery in the colonial period, see Slavery in the colonial United States[image: External link]. For modern-day slavery, see Human trafficking in the United States[image: External link].

Slavery in the United States was the legal institution of human chattel enslavement[image: External link], primarily of Africans[image: External link] and African Americans, that existed in the United States of America in the 18th and 19th centuries after it gained independence and before the end of the American Civil War. Slavery had been practiced in British North America[image: External link] from early colonial days, and was legal in all Thirteen Colonies at the time of the Declaration of Independence in 1776.

By the time of the American Revolution (1775–1783), the status of slaves had been institutionalized as a racial caste associated with African ancestry.[1] When the United States Constitution was ratified (1789), a relatively small number of free people of color[image: External link] were among the voting citizens (male property owners).[2] During and immediately following the Revolutionary War, abolitionist laws were passed in most Northern states and a movement developed to abolish slavery. Most of these states had a higher proportion of free labor than in the South and economies based on different industries. They abolished slavery by the end of the 18th century, some with gradual systems that kept adults as slaves for two decades. But the rapid expansion of the cotton industry[image: External link] in the Deep South[image: External link] after the invention of the cotton gin[image: External link] greatly increased demand for slave labor, and the Southern states continued as slave societies. Those states attempted to extend slavery into the new Western territories to keep their share of political power in the nation; Southern leaders also wanted to annex Cuba to be used as a slave territory. The United States became polarized over the issue of slavery, represented by the slave and free states[image: External link] divided by the Mason–Dixon line[image: External link], which separated free Pennsylvania from slave Maryland and Delaware.

Congress during the Jefferson administration prohibited[image: External link] the importation of slaves[image: External link], effective in 1808, but illegal smuggling took place.[3] Domestic slave trading, however, continued at a rapid pace, driven by labor demands from the development of cotton plantations[image: External link] in the Deep South. More than one million slaves were sold from the Upper South[image: External link], which had a surplus of labor, and taken to the Deep South in a forced migration, splitting up many families. New communities of African-American culture were developed in the Deep South, and the total slave population in the South eventually reached 4 million before liberation.[4][5]

As the West was developed for settlement, the Southern state governments wanted to keep a balance between the number of slave and free states to maintain a political balance of power in Congress. The new territories acquired from Britain[image: External link], France[image: External link], and Mexico[image: External link] were the subject of major political compromises. By 1850, the newly rich cotton-growing South was threatening to secede from the Union[image: External link], and tensions continued to rise. With white Southern church ministers having adapted to supporting slavery, as modified by Christian paternalism, the largest denominations, the Baptist, Methodist and Presbyterian churches split over the issue into regional organizations of the North and South. When Abraham Lincoln won the 1860 election[image: External link] on a platform of halting the expansion of slavery, seven states broke away to form the Confederacy[image: External link]. The first six states to secede held the greatest number of slaves in the South. Shortly after, the Civil War began when Confederate forces attacked the US Army's Fort Sumter. Four additional slave states then seceded. Due to Union measures such as the Confiscation Acts[image: External link] and Emancipation Proclamation in 1863, the war effectively ended slavery, even before ratification of the Thirteenth Amendment[image: External link] in December 1865 formally ended the legal institution throughout the United States.
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 Colonial America




Main article: Slavery in the colonial United States[image: External link]


Further information: Indian slave trade in the American Southeast[image: External link], History of enslavement of indigenous peoples in California[image: External link], and Slavery in New France[image: External link]


In the early years of the Chesapeake Bay[image: External link] settlements, colonial officials found it difficult to attract and retain laborers under the harsh frontier conditions, and there was a high mortality rate.[6] Most laborers came from Britain as indentured servants[image: External link], having signed contracts of indenture to pay with work for their passage, their upkeep and training, usually on a farm. The colonies had agricultural economies. These indentured servants were young people who intended to become permanent residents. In some cases, convicted criminals were transported to the colonies as indentured servants, rather than being imprisoned. The indentured servants were not slaves, but were required to work for four to seven years in Virginia to pay the cost of their passage and maintenance.[7]

Historians estimate that more than half of all white immigrants to the English colonies of North America during the 17th and 18th centuries came as indentured servants.[citation needed[image: External link]] The number of indentured servants among immigrants was particularly high in the South. Many Germans, Scots-Irish, and Irish came to the colonies in the 18th century, settling in the backcountry of Pennsylvania and further south.[6] The planters in the South found that the major problem with indentured servants was that many left after several years, just when they had become skilled and the most valuable workers. In addition, an improving economy in England in the late 17th and early 18th centuries meant that fewer workers chose to go to the colonies.



	Destination of enslaved Africans (1519–1867)



	Destination
	Percentage



	British mainland North America
	3.7%



	British Leeward Islands[image: External link]

	3.2%



	British Windward Islands[image: External link] and Trinidad (British 1797–1867)
	3.8%



	Jamaica (Spanish 1519–1655, British 1655–1867)
	11.2%



	Barbados (British)
	5.1%



	
The Guianas[image: External link] (British, Dutch, French)
	4.2%



	French Windward Islands
	3.1%



	
Saint-Domingue[image: External link] (French)
	8.2%



	Spanish mainland North and South America
	4.4%



	Spanish Caribbean islands
	8.2%



	Dutch Caribbean islands
	1.3%



	Northeast Brazil (Portuguese)
	9.3%



	
Bahia[image: External link] (Portuguese)
	10.7%



	Southeast Brazil (Portuguese)
	21.1%



	Elsewhere in the Americas
	1.1%



	Africa
	1.4%




The first 19 or so Africans to reach the English colonies arrived in Jamestown, Virginia[image: External link] in 1619, brought by Dutch traders who had seized them from a captured Spanish slave ship[image: External link]. The Spanish usually baptized slaves in Africa before embarking them. As English custom then considered baptized Christians exempt from slavery, colonists treated these Africans as indentured servants, and they joined about 1,000 English indentured servants already in the colony. The Africans were freed after a prescribed period and given the use of land and supplies by their former masters. The historian Ira Berlin[image: External link] noted that what he called the "charter generation" in the colonies was sometimes made up of mixed-race men (Atlantic Creoles) who were indentured servants, and whose ancestry was African and Iberian. They were descendants of African women and Portuguese or Spanish men who worked in African ports as traders or facilitators in the slave trade. For example, Anthony Johnson[image: External link] arrived in Virginia in 1621 from Angola as an indentured servant; he became free and a property owner, eventually buying and owning slaves himself. The transformation of the social status of Africans, from indentured servitude to slaves in a racial caste which they could not leave or escape, happened gradually.

There were no laws regarding slavery early in Virginia's history. But, in 1640, a Virginia court sentenced John Punch[image: External link], an African, to slavery after he attempted to flee his service.[9] The two whites with whom he fled were sentenced only to an additional year of their indenture, and three years' service to the colony.[10] This marked the first legal sanctioning of slavery in the English colonies and was one of the first legal distinctions made between Europeans and Africans.[9][11]



	Enslaved people imported to those regions that are part of present-day USA



	Date
	Numbers



	1620–1650
	824



	1651–1675
	0



	1676–1700
	3,327



	1701–1725
	3,277



	1726–1750
	34,004



	1751–1775
	84,580



	1776–1800
	67,443



	1801–1825
	109,545



	1826–1850
	1,850



	1851–1866
	476



	Total
	305,326




In 1641, Massachusetts became the first colony to authorize slavery through enacted law.[13] Massachusetts passed the Body of Liberties, which prohibited slavery in many instances, but did allow for three legal bases of slavery.[13] Slaves could be held if they were captives of war, if they sold themselves into slavery or were purchased from elsewhere, or if they were sentenced to slavery as punishment by the governing authority.[13] The Body of Liberties used the word "strangers" to refer to people bought and sold as slaves; they were generally not English subjects. Colonists came to equate this term with Native Americans and Africans.[14]

In 1654, John Casor[image: External link], a black indentured servant in colonial Virginia, was the first man to be declared a slave in a civil case. He had claimed to an officer that Johnson, his master, had held him past his indenture term. A neighbor, Robert Parker told Johnson that if he did not release Casor, Parker would testify in court to this fact. Under local laws, Johnson was at risk for losing some of his headright[image: External link] lands for violating the terms of indenture. Under duress, Johnson freed Casor. He entered into a seven years' indenture with Parker. Feeling cheated, Johnson sued Parker to repossess Casor. A Northampton County, Virginia[image: External link] court ruled for Johnson, declaring that Parker illegally was detaining Casor from his rightful master who legally held him "for the duration of his life".[15]

During the colonial period, the status of slaves was affected by interpretations related to the status of foreigners in England. England had no system of naturalizing immigrants to its island or its colonies. Since persons of African origins were not English subjects by birth, they were among those peoples considered foreigners and generally outside English common law[image: External link]. The colonies struggled with how to classify people born to foreigners and subjects. In 1656 Virginia, Elizabeth Key Grinstead[image: External link], a mixed-race[image: External link] woman, successfully gained her freedom and that of her son in a challenge to her status by making her case as the baptized Christian daughter of the free Englishman Thomas Key. Her attorney was an English subject, which may have helped her case. (He was also the father of her mixed-race son, and the couple married after Key was freed.)[16]

Shortly after the Elizabeth Key trial and similar challenges, in 1662 the Virginia royal colony[image: External link] approved a law adopting the principle of partus sequitur ventrem[image: External link] (called partus, for short), stating that any children born in the colony would take the status of the mother. A child of an enslaved mother would be born into slavery, regardless if the father were a freeborn Englishman or Christian. This was a reversal of common law[image: External link] practice in England, which ruled that children of English subjects took the status of the father. The change institutionalized the skewed power relationships between slaveowners and slave women, freed the white men from the legal responsibility to acknowledge or financially support their mixed-race[image: External link] children, and somewhat confined the open scandal of mixed-race children and miscegenation[image: External link] to within the slave quarters.

The Virginia Slave codes[image: External link] of 1705 further defined as slaves those people imported from nations that were not Christian[image: External link]. Native Americans[image: External link] who were sold to colonists by other Native Americans (from rival tribes), or captured by Europeans during village raids, were also defined as slaves.[17] This codified the earlier principle of non-Christian foreigner enslavement.

In 1735, the Georgia Trustees[image: External link] enacted a law to prohibit slavery in the new colony, which had been established in 1733 to enable the "worthy poor" as well as persecuted European Protestants to have a new start. Slavery was then legal in the other twelve English colonies. Neighboring South Carolina had an economy based on the use of enslaved labor. The Georgia Trustees wanted to eliminate the risk of slave rebellions[image: External link] and make Georgia better able to defend against attacks from the Spanish to the south, who offered freedom to escaped slaves. James Edward Oglethorpe[image: External link] was the driving force behind the colony, and the only trustee to reside in Georgia. He opposed slavery on moral grounds as well as for pragmatic reasons, and vigorously defended the ban on slavery against fierce opposition from Carolina slave merchants and land speculators.[18][19][20]

The Protestant[image: External link] Scottish[image: External link] highlanders who settled what is now Darien, Georgia[image: External link] added a moral anti-slavery argument, which became increasingly rare in the South, in their 1739 "Petition of the Inhabitants of New Inverness".[21] By 1750 Georgia authorized slavery in the state because they had been unable to secure enough indentured servants as laborers. As economic conditions in England began to improve in the first half of the 18th century, workers had no reason to leave, especially to face the risks in the colonies.

During most of the British colonial period, slavery existed in all the colonies. People enslaved in the North typically worked as house servants, artisans, laborers and craftsmen, with the greater number in cities. Many men worked on the docks and in shipping. In 1703, more than 42 percent of New York City households held slaves, the second-highest proportion of any city in the colonies after Charleston, South Carolina[image: External link].[22] But slaves were also used as agricultural workers in farm communities, including in areas of upstate New York and Long Island, Connecticut and New Jersey.

The South developed an agricultural economy dependent on commodity crops. Its planters rapidly acquired a significantly higher number and proportion of slaves in the population overall, as its commodity crops were labor-intensive.[23] Early on, enslaved people in the South worked primarily in agriculture, on farms and plantations growing indigo[image: External link], rice[image: External link], and tobacco[image: External link]; cotton[image: External link] did not become a major crop until after the American Revolution and after the 1790s. Before then long-staple cotton was cultivated primarily on the Sea Islands of Georgia and South Carolina.

The invention of the cotton gin[image: External link] in 1793 enabled the cultivation of short-staple cotton in a wide variety of mainland areas, leading in the 19th century to the development of large areas of the Deep South[image: External link] as cotton country. Tobacco was very labor-intensive, as was rice cultivation.[24] In South Carolina[image: External link] in 1720, about 65% of the population consisted of enslaved people.[25] Planters (defined by historians in the Upper South as those who held 20 enslaved people or more) used enslaved workers to cultivate commodity crops. They also worked in the artisanal trades on large plantations and in many southern port cities. Backwoods subsistence farmers, the later wave of settlers in the 18th century who settled along the Appalachian Mountains and backcountry, seldom held enslaved people.

Some of the British colonies attempted to abolish the international slave trade[image: External link], fearing that the importation of new Africans would be disruptive. Virginia bills to that effect were vetoed by the British Privy Council[image: External link]. Rhode Island[image: External link] forbade the import of enslaved people in 1774. All of the colonies except Georgia[image: External link] had banned or limited the African slave trade by 1786; Georgia did so in 1798. Some of these laws were later repealed.[26]

Fewer than 350,000 enslaved people were imported into the Thirteen Colonies and the U.S, constituting less than 5% of the twelve million enslaved people brought from Africa to the Americas. The great majority of enslaved Africans were transported to sugar colonies in the Caribbean and to Brazil. As life expectancy was short, their numbers had to be continually replenished. Life expectancy was much higher in the U.S., and the enslaved population was successful in reproduction. The number of enslaved people in the US grew rapidly, reaching 4 million by the 1860 Census. From 1770 until 1860, the rate of natural growth of North American enslaved people was much greater than for the population of any nation in Europe, and it was nearly twice as rapid as that of England.[27]
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Louisiana was founded as a French colony. Colonial officials in 1724 implemented Louis XIV of France[image: External link]'s Code Noir[image: External link], which regulated the slave trade and the institution of slavery in New France[image: External link] and French Caribbean colonies. This resulted in a different pattern of slavery in Louisiana, purchased in 1803, compared to the rest of the United States.[28] As written, the Code Noir gave some rights to slaves, including the right to marry. Although it authorized and codified cruel corporal punishment against slaves under certain conditions, it forbade slave owners to torture them or to separate married couples (or to separate young children from their mothers). It also required the owners to instruct slaves in the Catholic faith.[29][30][31]

Together with a more permeable historic French system that allowed certain rights to gens de couleur libres[image: External link] (free people of color[image: External link]), often born to white fathers and their mixed-race concubines, a far higher percentage of African Americans in Louisiana were free as of the 1830 census (13.2% in Louisiana[image: External link] compared to 0.8% in Mississippi, whose population was dominated by white[image: External link] Anglo-Americans[image: External link]. Most of Louisiana's "third class" of free people of color, situated between the native-born French and mass of African slaves, lived in New Orleans).[29] The Louisiana free people of color were often literate, had gained education, and a significant number owned businesses, properties, and even slaves.[30][31] The Code Noir forbade interracial marriages. However, interracial unions were widespread[image: External link] under the system known as placage. The mixed-race[image: External link] offspring (cf. creoles of color[image: External link]) from such unions were among those in the intermediate social caste[image: External link] of free people of color. The English colonies insisted on a binary system, in which mulatto[image: External link] and black slaves were treated equally under the law, and discriminated against equally if free. But many free people of African descent were mixed race.[28][31]

When the US took over Louisiana, Americans from the Protestant South entered the territory and began to impose their norms. They officially discouraged interracial relationships (although white men continued to have unions with black women, both enslaved and free.) The Americanization of Louisiana gradually resulted in a binary system of race, causing free people of color to lose status as they were grouped with the slaves. They lost certain rights as they became classified by American whites as officially "black".[28][32]
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 Revolutionary era






	Origins and Percentages of Africans

imported into British North America

and Louisiana (1700–1820)[33][34]

	Amount %



	
West-central Africa[image: External link] ( Kongo[image: External link], N. Mbundu[image: External link], S. Mbundu[image: External link])

	26.1



	
Bight of Biafra[image: External link] ( Igbo[image: External link], Tikar[image: External link], Ibibio[image: External link], Bamileke[image: External link], Bubi[image: External link])

	24.4



	
Sierra Leone[image: External link] ( Mende[image: External link], Temne[image: External link])

	15.8



	
Senegambia[image: External link] ( Mandinka[image: External link], Fula[image: External link], Wolof[image: External link])

	14.5



	
Gold Coast[image: External link] ( Akan[image: External link], Fon[image: External link])

	13.1



	
Windward Coast[image: External link] ( Mandé[image: External link], Kru[image: External link])

	5.2



	
Bight of Benin[image: External link] ( Yoruba[image: External link], Ewe[image: External link], Fon[image: External link], Allada[image: External link] and Mahi[image: External link])

	4.3



	
Southeast Africa[image: External link] ( Macua[image: External link], Malagasy[image: External link])

	1.8




Slavery in Great Britain had never been authorized by statute. In 1772 it was made partially unenforceable at common law[image: External link] in Great Britain by a legal decision[image: External link]. The large British role in the international slave trade[image: External link] continued until 1807. Slavery flourished in most of Britain's colonies, with many wealthy slave owners living in England and holding considerable power. They were bought out in 1833 and the slaves were emancipated.[35]

In early 1775 Lord Dunmore[image: External link], royal governor[image: External link] of Virginia, wrote to Lord Dartmouth[image: External link] of his intent to free slaves owned by Patriots in case of rebellion.[36] On November 7, 1775, Lord Dunmore issued Lord Dunmore's Proclamation[image: External link] which declared martial law[image: External link][37] and promised freedom for any slaves of American patriots who would leave their masters and join the royal forces[image: External link]. Slaves owned by Loyalist masters, however, were unaffected by Dunmore's Proclamation. About 1500 slaves owned by Patriots escaped and joined Dunmore's forces. Most died of disease before they could do any fighting. Three hundred of these freed slaves made it to freedom in Britain.[38]

Many slaves used the very disruption of war to escape their plantations and fade into cities or woods. For instance, in South Carolina, nearly 25,000 slaves (30% of the total enslaved population) fled, migrated or died during the war. Throughout the South, losses of slaves were high, with many due to escapes.[39] Slaves also escaped throughout New England and the mid-Atlantic, joining the British who had occupied New York.

In the closing months of the war, the British evacuated 20,000 freedmen from major coastal cities, transporting more than 3,000 for resettlement in Nova Scotia[image: External link], where they were registered as Black Loyalists and eventually granted land. They transported others to the Caribbean islands, and some to England.

At the same time, the British were transporting Loyalists and their slaves, primarily to the Caribbean, but some to Nova Scotia. For example, over 5,000 enslaved Africans owned by Loyalists were transported in 1782 with their owners from Savannah to Jamaica and St. Augustine, Florida[image: External link] (then controlled by Britain). Similarly, over half of the black people evacuated in 1782 from Charleston by the British to the West Indies and Florida were slaves owned by white Loyalists.

Slaves and free blacks also fought on the side of rebels during the Revolutionary War. Washington authorized slaves to be freed who fought with the American Continental Army. Rhode Island started enlisting slaves in 1778, and promised compensation to owners whose slaves enlisted and survived to gain freedom.[40][41] During the course of the war, about one fifth of the northern army was black.[42] In 1781, Baron Closen, a German officer[image: External link] in the French Royal Deux-Ponts Regiment[image: External link] at the Battle of Yorktown, estimated the American army to be about one-quarter black.[43] These men included both former slaves and free blacks.

In the 18th century, Britain became the world's largest slave trader. Starting in 1777, the Patriots outlawed the importation of slaves state by state. They all acted to end the international trade but it was later reopened in South Carolina and Georgia. In 1807 Congress acted on President Jefferson's advice and made importing slaves from abroad a federal crime.[44]
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 Constitution of the United States




The Constitution of the United States[image: External link] took effect in 1789 and included several provisions regarding slavery. Section 9 of Article I forbade the Federal government from banning the importation of slaves before January 1, 1808. As a protection for slavery, the delegates approved Section 2 of Article IV, which prohibited states from freeing slaves who fled to them from another state, and required the return of chattel property to owners.

In a section negotiated by James Madison of Virginia, Section 2 of Article I designated "other persons" (slaves) to be added to the total of the state's free population, at the rate of three-fifths of their total number, to establish the state's official population for the purposes of apportionment of Congressional representation and federal taxation.[45] The protections afforded slavery in the Constitution disproportionately strengthened the political power of Southern representatives, as three-fifths of the (non-voting) slave population was counted for Congressional apportionment.

In addition, many parts of the country were tied to the Southern economy. As the historian James Oliver Horton noted, prominent slaveholder politicians and the commodity crops of the South had a strong influence on United States politics and economy. Horton said,


in the 72 years between the election of George Washington and the election of Abraham Lincoln, 50 of those years [had] a slaveholder as president of the United States, and, for that whole period of time, there was never a person elected to a second term who was not a slaveholder.[46]



This increased the power of southern states in Congress for decades, affecting national policies and legislation.[46] The planter elite dominated the southern Congressional delegations and the United States presidency for nearly 50 years.[46]
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 1790 to 1850




Further information: Slave and free states[image: External link]
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 Abolition in the North




Main article: Abolitionism in the United States


Further information: Abolition of slavery timeline[image: External link] and List of notable opponents of slavery[image: External link]


Beginning during the revolution and in the first two decades of the postwar era, every state in the North abolished slavery, ending with New Jersey in 1804. These were the first abolitionist laws in the Atlantic World[image: External link].[47][48]

In Massachusetts, slavery was successfully challenged in court in 1783 in a freedom suit[image: External link] by Quock Walker[image: External link]; he said that slavery was in contradiction to the state's new constitution of 1780 providing for equality of men. Freed slaves were subject to racial segregation[image: External link] and discrimination in the North, and it took decades for some states to extend the franchise to them.[49]

Most northern states passed legislation for gradual abolition, first freeing children born to slave mothers (and requiring them to serve lengthy indentures to their mother's masters, often into their 20s as young adults). As a result of this gradualist approach, New York did not fully free its last ex-slaves until 1827, Rhode Island had seven slaves still listed in the 1840 census. Pennsylvania's last ex-slaves were freed in 1847, Connecticut's in 1848, and New Hampshire and New Jersey in 1865.[50]

None of the Southern states abolished slavery, but it was common for individual slaveholders in the South to free numerous slaves, often citing revolutionary ideals, in their wills. Methodist, Quaker and Baptist preachers traveled in the South, appealing to slaveholders to manumit[image: External link] their slaves. By 1810, the number and proportion of free blacks in the population of the United States had risen dramatically. Most free blacks resided in the North, but even in the Upper South, the proportion of free blacks went from less than one percent of all blacks to more than 10 percent, even as the total number of slaves was increasing through importation.[51]

Through the Northwest Ordinance[image: External link] of 1787 under the Congress of the Confederation, slavery was prohibited in the territories northwest of the Ohio River (But existing slaves in the Territory were not freed for years, although they could no longer be sold). That was a compromise. Thomas Jefferson proposed in 1784 to end slavery in all the territories, but his bill lost in the Congress by one vote. The territories south of the Ohio River (and Missouri) had authorized slavery.[52] Northerners predominated in the westward movement into the Midwestern territory after the American Revolution; as the states were organized, they voted to prohibit slavery in their constitutions when they achieved statehood: Ohio in 1803, Indiana in 1816, and Illinois in 1818. What developed into a Northern block of free states united into one contiguous geographic area that generally shared an anti-slavery culture. The exceptions were areas along the Ohio River settled by Southerners, for instance, the southern portions of states such as Indiana, Ohio and Illinois. Residents of those areas generally shared in Southern culture and attitudes. In addition, these areas were devoted to agriculture longer than in the industrializing northern parts of these states and some farmers used slave labor. The emancipation of slaves in the North led to the growth in the population of northern free blacks, from several hundreds in the 1770s to nearly 50,000 by 1810.[53]
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 Agitation against slavery




Throughout the first half of the 19th century, abolitionism, a movement to end slavery, grew in strength; most abolitionist societies and supporters were in the North. They worked to raise awareness about the evils of slavery, and to build support for abolition.

This struggle took place amid strong support for slavery among white Southerners, who profited greatly from the system of enslaved labor. But slavery was entwined with the national economy; for instance, the banking, shipping and manufacturing industries of New York City all had strong economic interests in slavery, as did similar industries in other major port cities in the North. The northern textile mills in New York and New England processed Southern cotton and manufactured clothes to outfit slaves. By 1822 half of New York City's exports were related to cotton.[54]

Slaveholders began to refer to slavery as the "peculiar institution[image: External link]" to differentiate it from other examples of forced labor[image: External link]. They justified it as less cruel than the free labor of the North.

The principal organized bodies to advocate abolition and anti-slavery reforms in the north were the Pennsylvania Abolition Society[image: External link] and the New York Manumission Society[image: External link]. Before the 1830s the antislavery groups called for gradual emancipation.[56] By the late 1820s, under the impulse of religious evangelicals, the sense emerged that owning slaves was a sin and the owner had to immediately free himself from this grave sin by emancipation.[57]
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 Colonization movement




In the early part of the 19th century, other organizations were founded to take action on the future of black Americans. Some advocated removing free black people from the United States to places where they would enjoy greater freedom; some endorsed colonization[image: External link] in Africa, while others advocated emigration[image: External link]. During the 1820s and 1830s, the American Colonization Society[image: External link] (ACS) was the primary organization to implement the "return" of black Americans to Africa.[55] The ACS was made up mostly of Quakers[image: External link] and slaveholders, who found uneasy common ground in support of "repatriation". But, by this time, most black Americans were native-born and did not want to emigrate; rather, they wanted full rights in the United States, where their people had lived and worked for generations.

In 1822 the ACS established the colony of Liberia[image: External link] in West Africa.[58] The ACS assisted thousands of freedmen and free blacks (with legislated limits) to emigrate there from the United States. Many white people considered this preferable to emancipation in the United States. Henry Clay[image: External link], one of the founders and a prominent slaveholder politician from Kentucky, said that blacks faced


unconquerable prejudice resulting from their color, they never could amalgamate with the free whites of this country. It was desirable, therefore, as it respected them, and the residue of the population of the country, to drain them off.[59]



After 1830, abolitionist and minister William Lloyd Garrison[image: External link] promoted emancipation, characterizing slaveholding as a personal sin. He demanded that slaveowners repent and start the process of emancipation. His position increased defensiveness on the part of some southerners, who noted the long history of slavery among many cultures. A few abolitionists, such as John Brown[image: External link], favored the use of armed force to foment uprisings among the slaves, as he did at Harper's Ferry[image: External link]. Most abolitionists tried to raise public support to change laws and to challenge slave laws. Abolitionists were active on the lecture circuit in the North, and often featured escaped slaves in their presentations. The eloquent Frederick Douglass[image: External link] became an important abolitionist leader after escaping from slavery. Harriet Beecher Stowe[image: External link]'s novel Uncle Tom's Cabin[image: External link] (1852) was an international bestseller and aroused popular sentiment against slavery. It also provoked the publication of numerous anti-Tom novels[image: External link] by Southerners in the years before the American Civil War.
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 Prohibiting international trade




While under the Constitution, Congress could not prohibit the import slave trade until 1808, the third Congress regulated it in the Slave Trade Act of 1794, which prohibited shipbuilding and outfitting for the trade. Subsequent acts in 1800[image: External link] and 1803 sought to discourage the trade by limiting investment in import trading and prohibiting importation into states that had abolished slavery, which most in the North had by that time.[60] The final Act Prohibiting Importation of Slaves[image: External link] was adopted in 1807, effective in 1808. However, illegal importation of African slaves (smuggling) was common.[3]

After Great Britain and the United States outlawed the international slave trade in 1807, British slave trade suppression activities began in 1808 through diplomatic efforts and formation of the Royal Navy's West Africa Squadron[image: External link]. From 1819, they were assisted by forces from the United States Navy. With the Webster-Ashburton Treaty[image: External link] of 1842, the relationship with Britain was formalized, and the two countries jointly ran the Blockade of Africa[image: External link] with their navies.[61]
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 Post-revolution Southern manumissions




Although Virginia, Maryland and Delaware were slave states, the latter two already had a high proportion of free blacks by the outbreak of war. Following the Revolution, the three legislatures made manumission[image: External link] easier, allowed by deed or will. Quaker and Methodist ministers particularly urged slaveholders to free their slaves. The number and proportion of freed slaves in these states rose dramatically until 1810. More than half of the number of free blacks in the United States were concentrated in the Upper South. The proportion of free blacks among the black population in the Upper South rose from less than one percent in 1792 to more than 10 percent by 1810.[51] In Delaware, nearly 75 percent of blacks were free by 1810.[62]

In the US as a whole, by 1810 the number of free blacks reached 186,446, or 13.5 percent of all blacks.[63] After that period, few slaves were freed, as the development of cotton plantations featuring short-staple cotton in the Deep South drove up the internal demand for slaves in the domestic slave trade and high prices were paid.[64]
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 Domestic slave trade and forced migration




The growing international demand for cotton led many plantation owners further west in search of suitable land. In addition, the invention of the cotton gin[image: External link] in 1793 enabled profitable processing of short-staple cotton, which could readily be grown in the uplands. The invention revolutionized the cotton industry by increasing fifty-fold the quantity of cotton that could be processed in a day. At the end of the War of 1812, fewer than 300,000 bales of cotton were produced nationally. By 1820 the amount of cotton produced had increased to 600,000 bales, and by 1850 it had reached 4,000,000. There was an explosive growth of cotton cultivation throughout the Deep South[image: External link] and greatly increased demand for slave labor to support it.[65] As a result, manumissions decreased dramatically in the South.[66]

Most of the slaves sold from the Upper South were from Maryland, Virginia[image: External link], and the Carolinas[image: External link], where changes in agriculture decreased the need for their labor and the demand for slaves. Before 1810, primary destinations for the slaves who were sold were Kentucky and Tennessee, but after 1810 Georgia, Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana[image: External link] and Texas of the Deep South received the most slaves. This is where cotton became king.[67] Kentucky and Tennessee joined the slave exporting states.

By 1815, the domestic slave trade had become a major economic activity in the United States; it lasted until the 1860s.[68] Between 1830 and 1840 nearly 250,000 slaves were taken across state lines.[68] In the 1850s more than 193,000 were transported, and historians estimate nearly one million in total took part in the forced migration of this new Middle Passage. By 1860 the slave population in the United States had reached 4 million.[68] Of all 1,515,605 free families in the fifteen slave states in 1860, nearly 400,000 held slaves (roughly one in four, or 25%),[69] amounting to 8% of all American families.[70]

The historian Ira Berlin[image: External link] called this forced migration of slaves the "Second Middle Passage", because it reproduced many of the same horrors as the Middle Passage[image: External link] (the name given to the transportation of slaves from Africa to North America). These sales of slaves broke up many families and caused much hardship. Characterizing it as the "central event" in the life of a slave between the American Revolution and the Civil War, Berlin wrote that whether slaves were directly uprooted or lived in fear that they or their families would be involuntarily moved, "the massive deportation traumatized black people, both slave and free."[71] Individuals lost their connection to families and clans. Added to the earlier colonists combining slaves from different tribes, many ethnic Africans lost their knowledge of varying tribal origins in Africa. Most were descended from families who had been in the United States for many generations.[68]

In the 1840s, almost 300,000 slaves were transported, with Alabama and Mississippi receiving 100,000 each. During each decade between 1810 and 1860, at least 100,000 slaves were moved from their state of origin. In the final decade before the Civil War, 250,000 were moved. Michael Tadman wrote in Speculators and Slaves: Masters, Traders, and Slaves in the Old South (1989) that 60–70% of inter-regional migrations were the result of the sale of slaves. In 1820 a child in the Upper South had a 30% chance of being sold south by 1860.[72] The death rate for the slaves on their way to their new destination across the American South was less than that suffered by captives shipped across the Atlantic Ocean, but mortality was higher than the normal death rate.

Slave traders[image: External link] transported two-thirds of the slaves who moved west.[73] Only a minority moved with their families and existing master. Slave traders had little interest in purchasing or transporting intact slave families; in the early years, planters demanded only the young male slaves needed for heavy labor. Later, in the interest of creating a "self-reproducing labor force", planters purchased nearly equal numbers of men and women. Berlin wrote:


The internal slave trade became the largest enterprise in the South outside the plantation itself, and probably the most advanced in its employment of modern transportation, finance, and publicity. The slave trade industry developed its own unique language, with terms such as "prime hands, bucks, breeding wenches, and "fancy girls" coming into common use.[74]



The expansion of the interstate slave trade contributed to the "economic revival of once depressed seaboard states" as demand accelerated the value of slaves who were subject to sale.[75]

Some traders moved their "chattels" by sea, with Norfolk[image: External link] to New Orleans[image: External link] being the most common route, but most slaves were forced to walk overland. Others were shipped downriver from such markets as Louisville[image: External link] on the Ohio River, and Natchez[image: External link] on the Mississippi. Traders created regular migration routes served by a network of slave pens, yards, and warehouses needed as temporary housing for the slaves. In addition, other vendors provided clothes, food, and supplies for slaves. As the trek advanced, some slaves were sold and new ones purchased. Berlin concluded, "In all, the slave trade, with its hubs and regional centers, its spurs and circuits, reached into every cranny of southern society. Few southerners, black or white, were untouched."[76]

Once the trip ended, slaves faced a life on the frontier significantly different from most labor in the Upper South. Clearing trees and starting crops on virgin fields was harsh and backbreaking work. A combination of inadequate nutrition, bad water, and exhaustion from both the journey and the work weakened the newly arrived slaves and produced casualties. New plantations were located at rivers' edges for ease of transportation and travel. Mosquitoes[image: External link] and other environmental challenges spread disease, which took the lives of many slaves. They had acquired only limited immunities to lowland diseases in their previous homes. The death rate was so high that, in the first few years of hewing a plantation out of the wilderness, some planters preferred whenever possible to use rented slaves rather than their own.[77]

The harsh conditions on the frontier increased slave resistance and led owners and overseers to rely on violence for control. Many of the slaves were new to cotton fields and unaccustomed to the "sunrise-to-sunset gang labor" required by their new life. Slaves were driven much harder than when they had been in growing tobacco or wheat[image: External link] back east. Slaves had less time and opportunity to improve the quality of their lives by raising their own livestock[image: External link] or tending vegetable gardens, for either their own consumption or trade, as they could in the east.[78]

In Louisiana[image: External link], French colonists had established sugar cane[image: External link] plantations and exported sugar as the chief commodity crop. After the Louisiana Purchase[image: External link] in 1803, Americans entered the state and joined the sugar cultivation. Between 1810 and 1830, planters bought slaves from the North and the number of slaves increased from less than 10,000 to more than 42,000. Planters preferred young males, who represented two-thirds of the slave purchases. Dealing with sugar cane was even more physically demanding than growing cotton. The largely young, unmarried male slave force made the reliance on violence by the owners "especially savage".[79]

New Orleans[image: External link] became nationally important as a slave market and port, as slaves were shipped from there upriver by steamboat[image: External link] to plantations on the Mississippi River; it also sold slaves who had been shipped downriver from markets such as Louisville. By 1840, it had the largest slave market in North America. It became the wealthiest and the fourth-largest city in the nation, based chiefly on the slave trade and associated businesses.[80] The trading season was from September to May, after the harvest.[81]

Slave traders were men of low reputation, even in the South. In the 1828 presidential election, candidate Andrew Jackson[image: External link] was strongly criticized by opponents as a slave trader who transacted in slaves in defiance of modern standards or morality.[82]
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 Treatment




Main article: Treatment of slaves in the United States[image: External link]


The treatment of slaves in the United States varied widely depending on conditions, times and places. The power relationships of slavery corrupted many whites who had authority over slaves, with children showing their own cruelty. Masters and overseers resorted to physical punishments to impose their wills. Slaves were punished by whipping, shackling, hanging, beating, burning, mutilation, branding, and imprisonment. Punishment was most often meted in response to disobedience or perceived infractions, but sometimes abuse was carried out to re-assert the dominance of the master or overseer over the slave.[83] Treatment was usually harsher on large plantations, which were often managed by overseers and owned by absentee slaveholders, conditions permitting abuses.

William Wells Brown[image: External link], who escaped to freedom, reported that on one plantation, slave men were required to pick 80 pounds per day of cotton, while women were required to pick 70 pounds; if any slave failed in his or her quota, they were subject to whip lashes for each pound they were short. The whipping post stood next to the cotton scales.[84] A New York man who attended a slave auction in the mid-19th century reported that at least three-quarters of the male slaves he saw at sale had scars on their backs from whipping.[85] By contrast, small slave-owning families had closer relationship between the owners and slaves; this sometimes resulted in a more humane environment but was not a given.[86]

Historian Lawrence M. Friedman[image: External link] wrote: "Ten Southern codes made it a crime to mistreat a slave. … Under the Louisiana[image: External link] Civil Code[image: External link] of 1825 (art. 192), if a master was "convicted of cruel treatment," the judge could order the sale of the mistreated slave, presumably to a better master."[87] Masters and overseers were seldom prosecuted under these laws.

According to Adalberto Aguirre, there were 1,161 slaves executed in the U.S. between the 1790s and 1850s.[88] Quick executions of innocent slaves as well as suspects typically followed any attempted slave rebellions, as white militias overreacted with widespread killings that expressed their fears of rebellions, or suspected rebellions.

Although most slaves had lives that were very restricted in terms of their movements and agency, exceptions existed to virtually every generalization; for instance, there were also slaves who had considerable freedom in their daily lives: slaves allowed to rent out their labor and who might live independently of their master in cities, slaves who employed white workers, and slave doctors who treated upper-class white patients.[89] After 1820, in response to the inability to import new slaves from Africa and in part to abolitionist criticism, some slaveholders improved the living conditions of their slaves, to encourage them to be productive and to try to prevent escapes.[90] It was part of a paternalistic approach in the antebellum era that was encouraged by ministers trying to use Christianity to improve the treatment of slaves. Slaveholders published articles in southern agricultural journals to share best practices in treatment and management of slaves; they intended to show that their system was better than the living conditions of northern industrial workers.

Medical care for slaves was limited in terms of the medical knowledge available to anyone. It was generally provided by other slaves or by slaveholders' family members. Many slaves possessed medical skills needed to tend to each other, and used folk remedies brought from Africa. They also developed new remedies based on American plants and herbs.[92]

According to Andrew Fede, a master could be held criminally liable for killing a slave only if the slave he killed was "completely submissive and under the master's absolute control".[93] For example, in 1791 the North Carolina legislature defined the willful killing of a slave as criminal murder[image: External link], unless done in resisting or under moderate correction (that is, corporal punishment).[94]

Because of the power relationships at work, slave women in the United States[image: External link] were at high risk for rape and sexual abuse.[95][96] Many slaves fought back against sexual attacks, and some died resisting. Others carried psychological and physical scars from the attacks.[97] Sexual abuse of slaves was partially rooted in a patriarchal Southern culture which treated black women as property or chattel.[96] Southern culture strongly policed against sexual relations between white women and black men on the purported grounds of racial purity but, by the late 18th century, the many mixed-race[image: External link] slaves and slave children showed that white men had often taken advantage of slave women.[96] Wealthy planter widowers, notably such as John Wayles[image: External link] and his son-in-law Thomas Jefferson, took slave women as concubines[image: External link]; each had six children with his partner: Elizabeth Hemings[image: External link] and her daughter Sally Hemings[image: External link] (the half-sister of Jefferson's late wife), respectively. Both Mary Chesnut[image: External link] and Fanny Kemble[image: External link], wives of planters, wrote about this issue in the antebellum South in the decades before the Civil War. Sometimes planters used mixed-race slaves as house servants or favored artisans because they were their children or other relatives.[98] As a result of centuries of slavery and such relationships, DNA studies have shown that the vast majority of African Americans also have historic European ancestry, generally through paternal lines.[99][100]

While slaves' living conditions were poor by modern standards, Robert Fogel[image: External link] argued that all workers, free or slave, during the first half of the 19th century were subject to hardship.[101]
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 Slave codes




Main article: Slave codes[image: External link]


To help regulate the relationship between slave and owner, including legal support for keeping the slave as property, states established slave codes[image: External link], most based on laws existing since the colonial era. The code for the District of Columbia defined a slave as "a human being, who is by law deprived of his or her liberty for life, and is the property of another".[102]

While each state had its own slave code, many concepts were shared throughout the slave states.[103] According to the slave codes, some of which were passed in reaction to slave rebellions, teaching a slave to read or write was illegal. This prohibition was unique to American slavery, believed to reduce slaves forming aspirations that could lead to escape or rebellion.[104] Informal education occurred when white children taught slave companions what they were learning; in other cases, adult slaves learned from free artisan workers, especially if located in cities, where there was more freedom of movement.

In Alabama, slaves were not allowed to leave their master's premises without written consent or passes. This was a common requirement in other states as well, and locally run patrols (known to slaves as pater rollers) often checked the passes of slaves who appeared to be away from their plantations. In Alabama slaves were prohibited from trading goods among themselves. In Virginia, a slave was not permitted to drink in public within one mile of his master or during public gatherings. Slaves were not permitted to carry firearms in any of the slave states.

Slaves were generally prohibited by law from associating in groups, with the exception of worship services (a reason why the Black church[image: External link] is such a notable institution in black communities today). Following Nat Turner[image: External link]'s rebellion in 1831, which raised white fears throughout the South, some states also prohibited or restricted religious gatherings of slaves, or required that they be officiated by white men. Planters feared that group meetings would facilitate communication among slaves that could lead to rebellion.[105] Slaves held private, secret "brush meetings" in the woods.

In Ohio, an emancipated slave was prohibited from returning to the state in which he or she had been enslaved. Other northern states discouraged the settling of free blacks within their boundaries. Fearing the influence of free blacks, Virginia and other southern states passed laws to require blacks who had been freed to leave the state within a year (or sometimes less time) unless granted a stay by an act of the legislature.
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 High demand and smuggling




The United States Constitution, adopted in 1787, prevented Congress from completely banning the importation[image: External link] of slaves until 1808, although Congress regulated it in the Slave Trade Act of 1794, and in subsequent Acts in 1800 and 1803.[60] After the Revolution, numerous states individually passed laws against importing slaves. By contrast, the states of Georgia and South Carolina reopened their trade due to demand by their upland planters, who were developing new cotton plantations: Georgia from 1800 until December 31, 1807, and South Carolina from 1804. In that period, Charleston traders imported about 75,000 slaves, more than were brought to South Carolina in the 75 years before the Revolution.[106] Approximately 30,000 were imported to Georgia.

By January 1, 1808, when Congress banned further imports[image: External link], South Carolina was the only state that still allowed importation of slaves. Congress allowed continued trade only in slaves who were descendants of those currently in the United States. In addition, US citizens could participate financially in the international slave trade and the outfitting of ships for that trade. The domestic slave trade became extremely profitable as demand rose with the expansion of cultivation in the Deep South for cotton and sugar cane crops. Slavery in the United States became, more or less, self-sustaining by natural increase among the current slaves and their descendants.

Despite the ban, slave imports continued through smugglers bringing in slaves past the U.S. Navy's African Slave Trade Patrol[image: External link] to South Carolina, and overland from Texas and Florida, both under Spanish control.[107] Congress increased the punishment associated with importing slaves, classifying it in 1820 as an act of piracy, with smugglers subject to harsh penalties, including death if caught. After that, "it is unlikely that more than 10,000 [slaves] were successfully landed in the United States."[108] But, some smuggling of slaves into the United States continued until just before the start of the Civil War.
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 War of 1812




During the War of 1812, British Royal Navy[image: External link] commanders of the blockading fleet, based at the Bermuda dockyard[image: External link], were instructed to offer freedom to defecting American slaves, as the Crown had during the Revolutionary War. Thousands of escaped slaves[image: External link] went over to the Crown with their families. Men were recruited into the Corps of Colonial Marines[image: External link] on occupied Tangier Island[image: External link], in the Chesapeake Bay.

The freedmen fought for Britain throughout the Atlantic campaign, including the attack on Washington D.C. and the Louisiana Campaign. Seven hundred of these ex-marines were granted land (they reportedly organised themselves in villages along the lines of their military companies).[citation needed[image: External link]] Many other freed American slaves were recruited directly into existing West Indian regiments, or newly created British Army units[citation needed[image: External link]] The British later resettled a few thousand freed slaves at Nova Scotia, as they had for freedmen after the Revolution.[109] Some of the earlier freedmen had migrated to Sierra Leone[image: External link] in the late 18th century, when it was established as a British colony. Descendants have established the Black Loyalist Heritage Museum and website.[109]

Slaveholders, primarily in the South, had considerable "loss of property" as thousands of slaves escaped to British lines or ships for freedom, despite the difficulties.[109] The planters' complacency about slave "contentment" was shocked by seeing that slaves would risk so much to be free.[109] Afterward, when some freed slaves had been settled at Bermuda, slaveholders such as Major Pierce Butler[image: External link] of South Carolina[image: External link] tried to persuade them to return to the United States, to no avail.

The Americans protested that Britain's failure to return all slaves violated the Treaty of Ghent[image: External link]. After arbitration by the Tsar of Russia[image: External link], the British paid $1,204,960 in damages (about $25.5 million in today's money) to Washington, which reimbursed the slaveowners.[110][111]
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 Religion




Prior to the American Revolution, masters and revivalists spread Christianity to slave communities, supported by the Society for the Propagation of the Gospel[image: External link]. In the First Great Awakening[image: External link] of the mid-18th century, Baptists and Methodists[image: External link] from New England preached a message against slavery, encouraged masters to free their slaves, converted both slaves and free blacks, and gave them active roles in new congregations.[112] The first independent black congregations were started in the South before the Revolution, in South Carolina and Georgia.

Over the decades and with the growth of slavery throughout the South, Baptist and Methodist ministers gradually changed their messages to accommodate the institution. After 1830, white Southerners argued for the compatibility of Christianity and slavery, with a multitude of both Old and New Testament citations.[113] They promoted Christianity as encouraging better treatment of slaves and argued for a paternalistic approach. In the 1840s and 1850s, the issue of accepting slavery split the nation's largest religious denominations (the Methodist[image: External link], Baptist[image: External link] and Presbyterian[image: External link] churches) into separate Northern and Southern organizations.[114]

Southern slaves generally attended their masters' white churches, where they often outnumbered the white congregants. They were usually permitted to sit only in the back or in the balcony. They listened to white preachers, who emphasized the obligation of slaves to keep in their place, and acknowledged the slave's identity as both person and property.[113] Preachers taught the masters responsibility and the concept of appropriate paternal treatment, using Christianity to improve conditions for slaves, and to treat them "justly and fairly" (Col. 4:1). This included masters having self-control, not disciplining under anger, not threatening, and ultimately fostering Christianity among their slaves by example.[113]

Slaves also created their own religious observances, meeting alone without the supervision of their white masters or ministers. The larger plantations with groups of slaves numbering twenty, or more, tended to be centers of nighttime meetings of one or several plantation slave populations.[113] These congregations revolved around a singular preacher, often illiterate with limited knowledge of theology, who was marked by his personal piety and ability to foster a spiritual environment. African Americans developed a theology related to Biblical stories having the most meaning for them, including the hope for deliverance from slavery by their own Exodus[image: External link]. One lasting influence of these secret congregations is the African-American spiritual[image: External link].[115]
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 Slave rebellions




Historians in the 20th century identified 250 to 311 slave uprisings in U.S. and colonial history.[116] Post independence, after 1776 rebellions include:


	
Gabriel[image: External link]'s conspiracy (1800)

	
Igbo Landing[image: External link] slave escape (1803)

	
Chatham Manor[image: External link] Rebellion (1805)

	
1811 German Coast Uprising[image: External link], (1811)[117]


	
George Boxley[image: External link] Rebellion (1815)

	
Denmark Vesey[image: External link]'s conspiracy (1822)

	
Nat Turner's slave rebellion[image: External link] (1831)

	
Black Seminole Slave Rebellion[image: External link] (1835–1838) [118]


	
Amistad seizure[image: External link] (1839)[119]


	
Creole case[image: External link] (1841)

	
1842 Slave Revolt in the Cherokee Nation[image: External link][120]




In 1831, Nat Turner[image: External link], a literate slave who claimed to have spiritual visions[image: External link], organized a slave rebellion[image: External link] in Southampton County, Virginia[image: External link]; it was sometimes called the Southampton Insurrection. Turner and his followers killed nearly 60 white inhabitants, mostly women and children. Many of the men in the area were attending a religious event in North Carolina.[121] Eventually Turner was captured with 17 other rebels, who were subdued by the militia.[121] Turner and his followers were hanged[image: External link], and Turner's body was flayed[image: External link]. In a frenzy of fear and retaliation, the militia killed more than 100 slaves who had not been involved in the rebellion. Planters whipped hundreds of innocent slaves to ensure resistance was quelled.[121]

This rebellion prompted Virginia and other slave states to pass more restrictions on slaves and free people of color, controlling their movement and requiring more white supervision of gatherings. In 1835 North Carolina withdrew the franchise for free people of color, and they lost their vote.
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 Anti-literacy




See also: Anti-literacy law[image: External link]

Across the South, white legislatures enacted harsh new laws to curtail the already limited rights of African Americans. Virginia prohibited blacks, free or slave, from practicing preaching, prohibited blacks from owning firearms, and forbade anyone to teach slaves or free blacks how to read.[121] It specified heavy penalties for both student and teacher if slaves were educated, including whippings or jail.[122]


[E]very assemblage of negroes for the purpose of instruction in reading or writing, or in the night time for any purpose, shall be an unlawful assembly. Any justice may issue his warrant to any office or other person, requiring him to enter any place where such assemblage may be, and seize any negro therein; and he, or any other justice, may order such negro to be punished with stripes.[123]



Unlike in the South, slave owners in Utah were required to send their slaves to school.[124] Black slaves did not have to spend as much time in school as Indian slaves.[125]
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 Economics




Eli Whitney[image: External link]'s invention of the cotton gin[image: External link] in 1793, made processing of short-staple cotton profitable, and it was cultivated throughout the South to satisfy US and international demand. Statistical data shows that while less than 10% of the inhabitants of the North were slaves, by 1790, Virginia held 44% of the total slave population.[126] It was common in agriculture, with a more massive presence in the South – the region where climate was more propitious for widescale agricultural activity. Some economists and historians regard slavery as a profitable system. They do not fully account for the government costs necessary to maintain the institution, nor for human suffering. The transition from indentured servants to slaves is cited to show that slaves offered greater profits to their owners. Thus, it is the near universal consensus among economic historians and economists that slavery was not "a system irrationally kept in existence by plantation owners who failed to perceive or were indifferent to their best economic interests".[127] The relative price of slaves and indentured servants in the antebellum period did decrease. Indentured servants became more costly with the increase in the demand of skilled labor in England.[128] At the same time, slaves were mostly supplied from within the United States and thus language was not a barrier, and the cost of transporting slaves from one state to another was relatively low. In the decades preceding the civil war, the United States experienced a rapid natural increase of black population.[129] The slave population multiplied nearly fourfold between 1810 and 1860, although the international slave trade was banned in 1808.[126] Thus, it is also the universal consensus among modern economic historians and economists that slavery in the United States was not "economically moribund on the eve of the Civil War".[130]

Robert Fogel[image: External link] and Stanley Engerman[image: External link], in their 1974 book Time on the Cross[image: External link], argued that the rate of return[image: External link] of slavery at the market price was close to 10 percent, a number close to investment in other assets. Fogel's 1989 work, Without Consent or Contract The Rise and Fall of American Slavery, elaborated on the moral indictment of slavery which ultimately led to its abolition.
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 Efficiency of slaves




Scholars disagree on how to quantify efficiency of slavery. In Time on the Cross, Fogel and Engerman equate efficiency to total factor productivity[image: External link] (TFP)—the output per average unit of input on a farm. Using this measurement, southern farms that employed slaves using the Gang System were 35% more efficient than Northern farms which used free labor. Under the Gang System, groups of slaves perform synchronized tasks under the constant vigilance of an overseer. Each group was like a part of a machine. If perceived to be working below his capacity, a slave could be punished. Fogel argues that this kind of negative enforcement was not frequent and that slaves and free laborers had similar quality of life; however, there is controversy on this last point.[131] A critique of Fogel and Engerman's view was published by Paul A. David in 1976.[132] In 1995, a random survey of 178 members of the Economic History Association[image: External link] sought to study the views of economists and economic historians on the debate. The study found that 72 percent of economists and 65 percent of economic historians would generally agree that "Slave agriculture was efficient compared with free agriculture. Economies of scale, effective management, and intensive utilization of labor and capital made southern slave agriculture considerably more efficient than nonslave southern farming." 48 percent of the economists agreed without provisos, while 24 percent agreed when provisos were included in the statement. On the other hand, 58 percent of economic historians and 42 percent of economists disagreed with Fogel and Engerman's "proposition that the material (not psychological) conditions of the lives of slaves compared favorably with those of free industrial workers in the decades before the Civil War".[133]
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 Prices of slaves




Controlling for inflation, prices of slaves rose dramatically in the six decades prior to Civil War, reflecting demand due to commodity cotton, as well as use of slaves in shipping and industry. Although the prices of slaves relative to indentured servants declined, both got more expensive. Cotton production was rising and relied on the use of slaves to yield high profits. Fogel and Engeman initially argued that if the Civil War had not happened, the slave prices would have increased even more, an average of more than 50 percent by 1890.[131]:96

Prices reflected the characteristics of the slave—such factors as sex, age, nature, and height were all taken into account to determine the price of a slave. Over the life-cycle, the price of enslaved women was higher than their male counterparts up to puberty age, as they would likely bear children and produce more slaves, in addition to serving as laborers. Men around the age of 25 were the most valued, as they were at the highest level of productivity and still had a considerable life-span. If slaves had a history of fights or escapes, their price was lowered reflecting what planters believed was risk of repeating such behavior. Slave traders and buyers would examine a slave's back for whipping scars—a large number of injuries would be seen as evidence of laziness or rebelliousness, rather than the previous master's brutality, and would lower the slave's price[85] Taller male slaves were priced at a higher level, as height was viewed as a proxy for fitness and productivity.[131]

The conditions of the market led to shocks in the supply and demand of slaves, which in turn changed prices. For instance, slaves became more expensive after the decrease in supply caused by the ban on importation of slaves in 1808. The market for the products of their work also affected slaves' economic value: demand for slaves fell with the price of cotton in 1840. Anticipation of changes also had a huge influence on prices. As the civil war progressed, there was great doubt that slavery would continue to be legal, and prime males in New Orleans were sold at $1,116 by 1862 as opposed to $1,381 in 1861.[134]
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 Effects on Southern economic development




While slavery brought profits in the short run, discussion continues on the economic benefits of slavery in the long-run. In 1995, a random anonymous survey of 178 members of the Economic History Association[image: External link] found that out of the 40 propositions about American economic history that were surveyed, the propositions most disputed by economic historians and economists were those surrounding the postbellum economy of the American South. The only exception was the proposition initially put forward by historian Gavin Wright[image: External link][135] that the "modern period of the South's economic convergence to the level of the North only began in earnest when the institutional foundations of the southern regional labor market were undermined, largely by federal farm and labor legislation dating from the 1930s." 62 percent of economists (24 percent with and 38 percent without provisos) and 73 percent of historians (23 percent with and 50 percent without provisos) agreed with this statement.[136] Wright has also argued that the private investment of monetary resources in the cotton industry, among others, delayed development in the South of commercial and industrial institutions. There was little public investment in railroads or other infrastructure. Wright argues that agricultural technology was far more developed in the South, representing an economic advantage of the South over the North of the United States.[137]

In Democracy in America[image: External link], Alexis de Tocqueville[image: External link] noted that "the colonies in which there were no slaves became more populous and more rich than those in which slavery flourished."[138] Economists Peter H. Lindert and Jeffrey G. Williamson[image: External link], in a pair of articles published in 2012 and 2013, found that, despite the American South initially having per capita incomes roughly double that of the North in 1774, incomes in the South had declined 27% by 1800 and continued to decline over the next four decades, while the economies in New England and the Mid-Atlantic states vastly expanded. By 1840, per capita income in the South was well behind the Northeast and the national average. (Note: This is also true of contemporary incomes in the United States[image: External link] in the early 21st century.)[139][140]

Lindert and Williamson argue that this antebellum period is exemplary of what economists Daron Acemoğlu[image: External link], Simon Johnson[image: External link], and James A. Robinson[image: External link] call "a reversal of fortune".[141] Economist Thomas Sowell[image: External link] in his essay "The Real History of Slavery[image: External link]," confirms the observation made by de Tocqueville, by comparing slavery in Brazil to slavery in the United States. He notes that similar economic trends related to slave societies in those and other parts of the world, suggesting that the trend Lindert and Williamson identify may have continued until the American Civil War:


Both in Brazil[image: External link] and in the United States—the countries with the two largest slave populations in the Western Hemisphere—the end of slavery found the regions in which slaves had been concentrated poorer than other regions of these same countries. For the United States, a case could be made that this was due to the Civil War, which did so much damage to the South, but no such explanation would apply to Brazil, which fought no Civil War over this issue. Moreover, even in the United States, the South lagged behind the North in many ways even before the Civil War.

Although slavery in Europe died out before it was abolished in the Western Hemisphere, as late as 1776 slavery had not yet died out all across the continent when Adam Smith[image: External link] wrote in The Wealth of Nations[image: External link] that it still existed in some eastern regions. But, even then, Eastern Europe was much poorer than Western Europe. The slavery of North Africa and the Middle East, over the centuries, took more slaves from sub-Saharan Africa than the Western Hemisphere did… But these remained largely poor countries until the discovery and extraction of their vast oil deposits.[142]



Sowell also notes in Ethnic America: A History, citing historians Clement Eaton[image: External link] and Eugene Genovese[image: External link], that three-quarters of Southern white families owned no slaves at all.[143] Most slaveholders lived on farms rather than plantations,[144] and few plantations were as large as the fictional ones depicted in Gone with the Wind[image: External link].[145] In "The Real History of Slavery[image: External link]," Sowell draws the following conclusion regarding the macroeconomic[image: External link] value of slavery:


In short, even though some individual slaveowners grew rich and some family fortunes were founded on the exploitation of slaves, that is very different from saying that the whole society, or even its non-slave population as a whole, was more economically advanced than it would have been in the absence of slavery. What this means is that, whether employed as domestic servants or producing crops or other goods, millions suffered exploitation and dehumanization for no higher purpose than the...aggrandizement of slaveowners.[146]
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 1850s




Because of the three-fifths compromise[image: External link] in the U.S. Constitution, in which slaves counted in the calculation of how many representatives a state had in Congress (though only three-fifths as much as a free person), the planter[image: External link] class had long held power in Congress out of proportion[image: External link] to the total number of free people in the US population as a whole.

In 1850, Congress passed the Fugitive Slave Act[image: External link], which required law enforcement and citizens of free states to cooperate in the capture and return of slaves. This met with considerable overt and covert resistance in free states and cities such as Philadelphia, New York and Boston. Refugees from slavery continued to flee the South across the Ohio River and other parts of the Mason–Dixon line[image: External link] dividing North from South, to the North and Canada via the Underground Railroad[image: External link]. Some white northerners helped hide former slaves from their former owners or helped them reach freedom in Canada.

As part of the Compromise of 1850, Congress abolished the domestic slave trade (though not the legality of slavery) in the District of Columbia. After 1854, Republicans[image: External link] argued that the Slave Power[image: External link], especially the pro-slavery Democratic Party[image: External link], controlled two of the three branches of the Federal government.

The abolitionists, realizing that the total elimination of slavery was, as an immediate goal, unrealistic, had worked to prevent expansion of slavery into the new states formed out of the Western territories. The Missouri Compromise[image: External link], the Compromise of 1850, and the Bleeding Kansas crisis dealt with whether new states would be slave or free, or how that was to be decided. Both sides were anxious about effects of these decisions on the balance of power in the Senate.

Main article: Bleeding Kansas[image: External link]


After the passage of the Kansas–Nebraska Act[image: External link] in 1854, border fighting broke out in Kansas Territory[image: External link], where the question of whether it would be admitted to the Union as a slave[image: External link] or free state[image: External link] was left to the inhabitants[image: External link]. Migrants from free and slave states moved into the territory to prepare for the vote on slavery. Abolitionist John Brown[image: External link] was active in the fighting in "Bleeding Kansas," as were many white southerners who opposed abolition.

Abraham Lincoln's and the Republicans' political platform in 1860 was to prevent slavery's expansion. The slave state governments believed that if slavery did not expand it would die. If it needed to be contained, that meant it was noxious; this belief was rejected by white southern political leaders.
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 Freedom suits and Dred Scott




Main articles: Dred Scott v. Sandford[image: External link] and Freedom suits[image: External link]


With the development of slave and free states after the American Revolution, and far-flung commercial and military activities, new situations arose in which slaves might be taken by masters into free states. Most free states not only prohibited slavery, but ruled that slaves brought and kept there illegally could be freed. Such cases were sometimes known as transit cases.

Dred Scott[image: External link] and his wife Harriet Scott each sued for freedom[image: External link] in St. Louis[image: External link] after the death of their master, based on their having been held in a free territory (the northern part of the Louisiana Purchase[image: External link] from which slavery was excluded under the terms of the Missouri Compromise[image: External link]). (Later the two cases were combined under Dred Scott's name.) Scott filed suit for freedom in 1846 and went through two state trials, the first denying and the second granting freedom to the couple (and, by extension, their two daughters, who had also been held illegally in free territories). For 28 years, Missouri state precedent had generally respected laws of neighboring free states and territories, ruling for freedom in such transit cases where slaves had been held illegally in free territory. But in the Dred Scott case, the State Supreme Court ruled against the slaves, saying that "times were not what they once were".[citation needed[image: External link]]

After Scott and his team appealed the case to the U.S. Supreme Court, the slaveowning Supreme Court Justice Roger B. Taney[image: External link] denied Scott his freedom in a sweeping decision. The 1857 decision[image: External link], decided 7–2, held that a slave did not become free when taken into a free state; Congress could not bar slavery from a territory; and people of African descent imported into the United States and held as slaves, or their descendants, could never be citizens. A state could not bar slaveowners from bringing slaves into that state. Many Republicans, including Abraham Lincoln, considered the decision unjust and as proof that the Slave Power[image: External link] had seized control of the Supreme Court. Written by Chief Justice[image: External link] Roger B. Taney[image: External link], the decision effectively barred slaves and their descendants from citizenship. Abolitionists were enraged and slave owners encouraged, contributing to tensions on this subject that led to civil war.[147] Critics note that at the time the Constitution was drafted, five states including North Carolina allowed free blacks to vote.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Civil War and emancipation
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 1860 presidential election




The divisions became fully exposed with the 1860 presidential election[image: External link]. The electorate split four ways. The Southern Democrats endorsed slavery, while the Republicans denounced it. The Northern Democrats said democracy required the people to decide on slavery locally, state by state and territory by territory. The Constitutional Union Party[image: External link] said the survival of the Union was at stake and everything else should be compromised.

Lincoln, the Republican, won with a plurality of popular votes and a majority of electoral votes[image: External link]. Lincoln, however, did not appear on the ballots of ten southern slave states. Many slave owners in the South feared that the real intent of the Republicans was the abolition of slavery in states where it already existed, and that the sudden emancipation of four million slaves would be problematic for the slave owners and for the economy that drew its greatest profits from the labor of people who were not paid.

The slave owners also argued that banning slavery in new states would upset what they saw as a delicate balance of free states and slave states. They feared that ending this balance could lead to the domination of the federal government by the northern free states This led seven southern states to secede from the Union[image: External link]. When the southern forces attacked a US Army installation at Fort Sumter, the American Civil War began and four additional slave states seceded. Northern leaders had viewed the slavery interests as a threat politically, and with secession, they viewed the prospect of a new southern nation, the Confederate States of America[image: External link], with control over the Mississippi River and parts of the West, as politically unacceptable.
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 Civil War




The consequent American Civil War, beginning in 1861, led to the end of chattel slavery in America. Not long after the war broke out, through a legal maneuver credited to Union General Benjamin F. Butler[image: External link], a lawyer by profession, slaves who came into Union "possession" were considered "contraband of war"[image: External link]. General Butler ruled that they were not subject to return to Confederate owners as they had been before the war. Soon word spread, and many slaves sought refuge in Union territory, desiring to be declared "contraband". Many of the "contrabands" joined the Union Army[image: External link] as workers or troops, forming entire regiments of the U.S. Colored Troops[image: External link]. Others went to refugee camps such as the Grand Contraband Camp[image: External link] near Fort Monroe[image: External link] or fled to northern cities. General Butler's interpretation was reinforced when Congress passed the Confiscation Act of 1861[image: External link], which declared that any property used by the Confederate military, including slaves, could be confiscated by Union forces.

At the beginning of the war, some Union commanders thought they were supposed to return escaped slaves to their masters. By 1862, when it became clear that this would be a long war, the question of what to do about slavery became more general. The Southern economy and military effort depended on slave labor. It began to seem unreasonable to protect slavery while blockading Southern commerce and destroying Southern production. As one Congressman put it, the slaves "…cannot be neutral. As laborers, if not as soldiers, they will be allies of the rebels, or of the Union."[148] The same Congressman—and his fellow Radical Republicans—put pressure on Lincoln to rapidly emancipate the slaves, whereas moderate Republicans came to accept gradual, compensated emancipation and colonization.[149] Copperheads[image: External link], the border states[image: External link] and War Democrats[image: External link] opposed emancipation, although the border states and War Democrats eventually accepted it as part of total war[image: External link] needed to save the Union.
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 Emancipation Proclamation




Main article: Emancipation Proclamation


The Emancipation Proclamation was an executive order issued by President Lincoln on January 1, 1863. In a single stroke it changed the legal status, as recognized by the U.S. government, of 3 million slaves in designated areas of the Confederacy from "slave" to "free". It had the practical effect that as soon as a slave escaped the control of the Confederate government, by running away or through advances of federal troops, the slave became legally and actually free. Plantation owners, realizing that emancipation would destroy their economic system, sometimes moved their slaves as far as possible out of reach of the Union army. By June 1865, the Union Army controlled all of the Confederacy and had liberated all of the designated slaves.[150]

In 1861, Lincoln expressed the fear that premature attempts at emancipation would mean the loss of the border states. He believed that "to lose Kentucky is nearly the same as to lose the whole game."[151] At first, Lincoln reversed attempts at emancipation by Secretary of War Simon Cameron[image: External link] and Generals John C. Fremont[image: External link] (in Missouri) and David Hunter[image: External link] (in South Carolina, Georgia and Florida) to keep the loyalty of the border states and the War Democrats.

Lincoln mentioned his Emancipation Proclamation to members of his cabinet on July 21, 1862. Secretary of State William H. Seward[image: External link] told Lincoln to wait for a victory before issuing the proclamation, as to do otherwise would seem like "our last shriek on the retreat".[152] In September 1862 the Battle of Antietam[image: External link] provided this opportunity, and the subsequent War Governors' Conference[image: External link] added support for the proclamation.[153] Lincoln had already published a letter[154] encouraging the border states especially to accept emancipation as necessary to save the Union. Lincoln later said that slavery was "somehow the cause of the war".[155]

Lincoln issued his preliminary Emancipation Proclamation on September 22, 1862, and said that a final proclamation would be issued if his gradual plan, based on compensated emancipation and voluntary colonization, was rejected. Only the District of Columbia accepted Lincoln's gradual plan, and Lincoln issued his final Emancipation Proclamation on January 1, 1863. In his letter to Hodges, Lincoln explained his belief that


If slavery is not wrong, nothing is wrong … And yet I have never understood that the Presidency conferred upon me an unrestricted right to act officially upon this judgment and feeling … I claim not to have controlled events, but confess plainly that events have controlled me.[156]



Lincoln's Emancipation Proclamation of January 1, 1863 was a powerful action that promised freedom for slaves in the Confederacy as soon as the Union armies reached them, and authorized the enlistment of African Americans in the Union Army. The Emancipation Proclamation did not free slaves in the Union-allied slave-holding states that bordered the Confederacy. Since the Confederate States did not recognize the authority of President Lincoln, and the proclamation did not apply in the border states[image: External link], at first the proclamation freed only those slaves who had escaped behind Union lines. The proclamation made the abolition of slavery an official war goal that was implemented as the Union took territory from the Confederacy. According to the Census of 1860, this policy would free nearly four million slaves, or over 12% of the total population of the United States.

Based on the President's war powers, the Emancipation Proclamation applied to territory held by Confederates at the time. However, the Proclamation became a symbol of the Union's growing commitment to add emancipation to the Union's definition of liberty.[157] Lincoln played a leading role in getting Congress to vote for the Thirteenth Amendment,[158] which made emancipation universal and permanent.

Enslaved African Americans had not waited for Lincoln before escaping and seeking freedom behind Union lines. From early years of the war, hundreds of thousands of African Americans escaped to Union lines, especially in Union-controlled areas such as Norfolk[image: External link] and the Hampton Roads region in 1862 Virginia, Tennessee from 1862 on, the line of Sherman's march, etc. So many African Americans fled to Union lines that commanders created camps and schools for them, where both adults and children learned to read and write. The American Missionary Association[image: External link] entered the war effort by sending teachers south to such contraband camps, for instance, establishing schools in Norfolk and on nearby plantations.

In addition, nearly 200,000 African-American men served with distinction in the Union forces as soldiers and sailors. Most were escaped slaves. The Confederacy was outraged by armed black soldiers and refused to treat them as prisoners of war[image: External link]. They murdered many, as at the Fort Pillow Massacre[image: External link], and re-enslaved others.[159]

The Arizona Organic Act[image: External link] abolished slavery on February 24, 1863 in the newly formed Arizona Territory[image: External link]. Tennessee and all of the border states (except Kentucky) abolished slavery by early 1865. Thousands of slaves were freed by the operation of the Emancipation Proclamation as Union armies marched across the South. Emancipation came to the remaining southern slaves after the surrender of all Confederate troops in spring 1865.

In spite of the South's shortage of manpower, until 1865, most Southern leaders opposed arming slaves as soldiers. However, a few Confederates discussed arming slaves. Finally in early 1865 General Robert E. Lee said black soldiers were essential, and legislation was passed. The first black units were in training when the war ended in April.[160]
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 The end of slavery




Booker T. Washington[image: External link], remembered Emancipation Day in early 1863, when he was a boy of nine in Virginia:[161]


As the great day drew nearer, there was more singing in the slave quarters than usual. It was bolder, had more ring, and lasted later into the night. Most of the verses of the plantation songs had some reference to freedom.... Some man who seemed to be a stranger (a United States officer, I presume) made a little speech and then read a rather long paper—the Emancipation Proclamation, I think. After the reading we were told that we were all free, and could go when and where we pleased. My mother, who was standing by my side, leaned over and kissed her children, while tears of joy ran down her cheeks. She explained to us what it all meant, that this was the day for which she had been so long praying, but fearing that she would never live to see.



The war ended on June 22, 1865 and following that surrender, the Emancipation Proclamation was enforced throughout remaining regions of the South that had not yet freed the slaves. Slavery continued for a couple of months in some locations.[162] Federal troops arrived in Galveston, Texas[image: External link] on June 19, to enforce the emancipation. That day of gaining freedom is now celebrated as Juneteenth[image: External link] in several states.

The thirteenth amendment[image: External link], abolishing slavery except as punishment for a crime, was passed by the Senate in April 1864, and by the House of Representatives in January 1865.[163] The amendment did not take effect until it was ratified by three fourths of the states, which occurred on December 6, 1865, when Georgia ratified it. On that date, all remaining slaves became officially free.[164]

Legally, the last 40,000-45,000 slaves were freed in the last two slave states of Kentucky and Delaware[165] by the final ratification of the Thirteenth Amendment to the Constitution[image: External link] on December 18, 1865. Slaves still held in Tennessee, Kentucky, Kansas, New Jersey, Delaware, West Virginia, Maryland, Missouri, Washington, D.C., and twelve parishes of Louisiana[166] also became legally free on this date[image: External link]. American historian R.R. Palmer[image: External link] opined that the abolition of slavery in the United States without compensation to the former slave owners was an "annihilation of individual property rights without parallel...in the history of the Western world".[167] Economic historian[image: External link] Robert E. Wright[image: External link] argues that it would have been much cheaper, with minimal deaths, if the federal government[image: External link] had purchased and freed all the slaves, rather than fighting the Civil War.[168] Another economic historian, Roger Ransom, writes about how Gerald Gunderson compared compensated emancipation to the cost of the war and "notes that the two are roughly the same order of magnitude — 2.5 to 3.7 billion dollars" [169][170] Ransom also writes that compensated emancipation would have tripled federal outlays if paid over the period of 25 years and was a program that had no political support within the United States during the 1860s.[170]
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 Reconstruction to present




See also: History of unfree labor in the United States[image: External link]


In spite of the issuance of the Emancipation Proclamation and the adoption of the Thirteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution[image: External link], the road to freedom remained elusive for most former slaves in the United States. While the Constitution of the United States is the supreme law of the land, it is not self-enforcing, nor was the Emancipation Proclamation. The text and principles outlined in them were only words without enforcement, and so alone, they could not and did not abolish slavery. The enactment of the Thirteenth Amendment simply made slavery and all forms of involuntary servitude, except as punishment for crime, unconstitutional. The abolition of slavery – that is the full enforcement of the 13th Amendment - took many decades beyond 1865 to be realized. Enforcement of the 13th amendment began during the Reconstruction period, but there were many setbacks between that time and full enforcement.

Proponents of the 13th Amendment to the Constitution knew that without legislation that codified the 13th Amendment in the form of laws and statutes along with law enforcement agencies to uphold the laws, there would be no true end to slavery, and this is the reason for the inclusion of Section 2 of the 13th Amendment authorizing Congress to establish laws upholding the amendment. The federal government also sent troops to the south to provide protection to the former slaves who were still living among their former masters.

During the Reconstruction era[image: External link] from January 1, 1863 to March 31, 1877, federal troops were stationed in the south specifically to keep blacks from being re-enslaved as the society made the transition to one of free labor. However, in the Gilded Age that followed the withdrawal[image: External link], blacks were left at the mercy of the whites. When African Americans in the south no longer had the protection of the federal troops, whites imposed laws to restrict their movement and found other ways to practice involuntary servitude[image: External link].

This lasted well into the 20th century. President Lyndon B. Johnson[image: External link] abolished peonage[image: External link] in 1966, which rapidly decreased sharecropping[image: External link] in every plantation[image: External link] nationwide. Journalist Douglas A. Blackmon[image: External link] reported in his book Pulitzer Prize[image: External link] winning book Slavery By Another Name[image: External link] that many blacks were virtually enslaved under convict leasing programs, which started after the Civil War. Most Southern states had no prisons; they leased convicts to businesses and farms for their labor, and the lessee paid for food and board. The incentives for abuse were satisfied.

The continued involuntary servitude took various forms but the primary forms included convict leasing[image: External link], peonage[image: External link], and sharecropping[image: External link], with the latter eventually encompassing poor whites as well. By the 1930s, whites constituted most of the sharecroppers in the South. Mechanization of agriculture had reduced the need for farm labor, and many blacks left the South in the Great Migration.

Jurisdictions and states created fines and sentences for a wide variety of minor crimes, and used these as an excuse to arrest and sentence blacks. Under convict leasing programs, African American men, often guilty of no crime at all, were arrested, compelled to work without pay, repeatedly bought and sold, and coerced to do the bidding of the leaseholder. Sharecropping, as it was practiced during this period, often involved severe restrictions on the freedom of movement of sharecroppers, who could be whipped for leaving the plantation. Both sharecropping and convict leasing were legal and tolerated by both the north and south. However, peonage was an illicit form of forced labor. Its existence was ignored by authorities while thousands of African Americans and poor Anglo Americans were subjugated and held in bondage until the mid 1960s to the late 1970s.

With the exception of cases of peonage, beyond the period of Reconstruction, the federal government took almost no action to enforce the 13th Amendment until December 1941 when President Franklin Delano Roosevelt summoned his attorney general. Five days after Pearl Harbor, at the request of the president Attorney General Francis Biddle issued Circular No. 3591[image: External link] to all federal prosecutors, instructing them to actively investigate and try any case of involuntary servitude or slavery. Several months later, convict leasing was officially abolished. But aspects have persisted in other forms.

Over time a large civil rights movement arose to bring full civil rights and equality under the law to all Americans.
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 Convict leasing




Main article: Convict lease[image: External link]


With emancipation a legal reality, white Southerners were concerned with both controlling the newly freed slaves and keeping them in the labor force at the lowest level. The system of convict leasing[image: External link] began during Reconstruction and was fully implemented in the 1880s and officially ending in the last state, Alabama, in 1928. It persisted in various forms until it was abolished in 1942 by President Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link] during World War II, several months after the attack on Pearl Harbor[image: External link] involved the U.S. in the conflict. This system allowed private contractors to purchase the services of convicts from the state or local governments for a specific time period. African Americans, due to "vigorous and selective enforcement of laws and discriminatory sentencing," made up the vast majority of the convicts leased.[171] Writer Douglas A. Blackmon writes of the system:


It was a form of bondage distinctly different from that of the antebellum South in that for most men, and the relatively few women drawn in, this slavery did not last a lifetime and did not automatically extend from one generation to the next. But it was nonetheless slavery – a system in which armies of free men, guilty of no crimes and entitled by law to freedom, were compelled to labor without compensation, were repeatedly bought and sold, and were forced to do the bidding of white masters through the regular application of extraordinary physical coercion.[172]



The constitutional basis for convict leasing is that the Thirteenth Amendment[image: External link], while abolishing slavery and involuntary servitude generally, expressly permits it as a punishment for crime[image: External link].
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 Educational issues




Main articles: Education during the Slave Period[image: External link] and Education of freed people during the Civil War[image: External link]


The anti-literacy laws after 1832 contributed greatly to the problem of widespread illiteracy facing the freedmen[image: External link] and other African Americans after Emancipation and the Civil War 35 years later. The problem of illiteracy and need for education was seen as one of the greatest challenges confronting these people as they sought to join the free enterprise system[image: External link] and support themselves during Reconstruction and thereafter.

Consequently, many black and white religious organizations, former Union Army officers and soldiers, and wealthy philanthropists were inspired to create and fund educational efforts specifically for the betterment of African Americans; some African Americans had started their own schools before the end of the war. Northerners helped create numerous normal schools[image: External link], such as those that became Hampton University[image: External link] and Tuskegee University[image: External link], to generate teachers, as well as other colleges for former slaves. Blacks held teaching as a high calling, with education the first priority for children and adults. Many of the most talented went into the field. Some of the schools took years to reach a high standard, but they managed to get thousands of teachers started. As W. E. B. Du Bois[image: External link] noted, the black colleges were not perfect, but "in a single generation they put thirty thousand black teachers in the South" and "wiped out the illiteracy of the majority of black people in the land".[173]

Northern philanthropists continued to support black education in the 20th century, even as tensions rose within the black community, exemplified by Booker T. Washington[image: External link] and W. E. B. Du Bois[image: External link], as to the proper emphasis between industrial and classical academic education at the college level. An example of a major donor to Hampton Institute and Tuskegee was George Eastman[image: External link], who also helped fund health programs at colleges and in communities.[174] Collaborating with Washington in the early decades of the 20th century, philanthropist Julius Rosenwald[image: External link] provided matching funds for community efforts to build rural schools for black children. He insisted on white and black cooperation in the effort, wanting to ensure that white-controlled school boards made a commitment to maintain the schools. By the 1930s local parents had helped raise funds (sometimes donating labor and land) to create over 5,000 rural schools in the South. Other philanthropists, such as Henry H. Rogers[image: External link] and Andrew Carnegie[image: External link], each of whom had arisen from modest roots to become wealthy, used matching fund grants to stimulate local development of libraries and schools.
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 Apologies




On February 24, 2007, the Virginia General Assembly passed House Joint Resolution Number 728 acknowledging "with profound regret the involuntary servitude of Africans and the exploitation of Native Americans, and call for reconciliation among all Virginians".[175] With the passing of this resolution, Virginia became the first state to acknowledge through the state's governing body their state's negative involvement in slavery. The passing of this resolution was in anticipation of the 400th anniversary commemoration of the founding of Jamestown, Virginia[image: External link] (the first permanent English[image: External link] settlement in North America), which was an early colonial slave port[image: External link]. Apologies have also been issued by Alabama, Florida, Maryland, North Carolina and New Jersey.[176]

On July 30, 2008, the United States House of Representatives passed a resolution apologizing for American slavery and subsequent discriminatory laws.[177]

The U.S. Senate unanimously passed a similar resolution on June 18, 2009, apologizing for the "fundamental injustice, cruelty, brutality, and inhumanity of slavery".[178] It also explicitly states that it cannot be used for restitution claims.[179]
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 Political legacy




A 2016 study, published in The Journal of Politics[image: External link], finds that "Whites who currently live in Southern counties that had high shares of slaves in 1860 are more likely to identify as a Republican, oppose affirmative action, and express racial resentment and colder feelings toward blacks." The study contends that "contemporary differences in political attitudes across counties in the American South in part trace their origins to slavery's prevalence more than 150 years ago. "[180] The authors argue that their findings are consistent with the theory that "following the Civil War, Southern whites faced political and economic incentives to reinforce existing racist norms and institutions to maintain control over the newly freed African American population. This amplified local differences in racially conservative political attitudes, which in turn have been passed down locally across generations."[180]

A 2017 study in the British Journal of Political Science[image: External link] argued that the British American colonies without slavery adopted better democratic institutions in order to attract migrant workers to their colonies.[181]
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 Justification




See also: Proslavery[image: External link]



[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 "A necessary evil"




In the 19th century, proponents of slavery often defended the institution as a "necessary evil". White people of that time feared that emancipation of black slaves would have more harmful social and economic consequences than the continuation of slavery. In 1820, Thomas Jefferson, one of the Founding Fathers of the United States, wrote in a letter that with slavery:


We have the wolf by the ear, and we can neither hold him, nor safely let him go. Justice is in one scale, and self-preservation in the other.[182]



The French writer and traveler Alexis de Tocqueville[image: External link], in Democracy in America[image: External link] (1835), expressed opposition to slavery while observing its effects on American society. He felt that a multiracial society without slavery was untenable, as he believed that prejudice against blacks increased as they were granted more rights (for example, in northern states). He believed that the attitudes of white southerners, and the concentration of the black population in the south, were bringing the white and black populations to a state of equilibrium, and were a danger to both races. Because of the racial differences between master and slave, he believed that the latter could not be emancipated.[183]

Robert E. Lee[image: External link] wrote in 1856:


There are few, I believe, in this enlightened age, who will not acknowledge that slavery as an institution is a moral and political evil. It is idle to expatiate on its disadvantages. I think it is a greater evil to the white than to the colored race. While my feelings are strongly enlisted in behalf of the latter, my sympathies are more deeply engaged for the former. The blacks are immeasurably better off here than in Africa, morally, physically, and socially. The painful discipline they are undergoing is necessary for their further instruction as a race, and will prepare them, I hope, for better things. How long their servitude may be necessary is known and ordered by a merciful Providence.[184]
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 "A positive good"




However, as the abolitionist movement's agitation increased and the area developed for plantations expanded, apologies for slavery became more faint in the South. Leaders then described slavery as a beneficial scheme of labor control. John C. Calhoun[image: External link], in a famous speech in the Senate in 1837, declared that slavery was "instead of an evil, a good—a positive good". Calhoun supported his view with the following reasoning: in every civilized society one portion of the community must live on the labor of another; learning, science, and the arts are built upon leisure; the African slave, kindly treated by his master and mistress and looked after in his old age, is better off than the free laborers of Europe; and under the slave system conflicts between capital and labor are avoided. The advantages of slavery in this respect, he concluded, "will become more and more manifest, if left undisturbed by interference from without, as the country advances in wealth and numbers".[185]

Other Southern writers who also began to portray slavery as a positive good were James Henry Hammond[image: External link] and George Fitzhugh[image: External link]. They presented several arguments to defend the act of slavery in the South.[186] Hammond, like Calhoun, believed that slavery was needed to build the rest of society. In a speech to the Senate on March 4, 1858, Hammond developed his Mudsill Theory,' defending his view on slavery stating, "Such a class you must have, or you would not have that other class which leads progress, civilization, and refinement. It constitutes the very mud-sill of society and of political government; and you might as well attempt to build a house in the air, as to build either the one or the other, except on this mud-sill." Hammond believed that in every class one group must accomplish all the menial duties, because without them the leaders in society could not progress.[187] He argued that the hired laborers of the North were slaves too: "The difference… is, that our slaves are hired for life and well compensated; there is no starvation, no begging, no want of employment," while those in the North had to search for employment.[188]

George Fitzhugh used assumptions about white superiority to justify slavery, writing that, "the Negro is but a grown up child, and must be governed as a child." In The Universal Law of Slavery, Fitzhugh argues that slavery provides everything necessary for life and that the slave is unable to survive in a free world because he is lazy, and cannot compete with the intelligent European white race. He states that "The negro slaves of the South are the happiest, and in some sense, the freest people in the world."[189] Without the South, "He (slave) would become an insufferable burden to society" and "Society has the right to prevent this, and can only do so by subjecting him to domestic slavery."[190][191]

On March 21, 1861, Vice President Alexander Stephens[image: External link] of the Confederacy, delivered the Cornerstone Speech[image: External link]. He explained the differences between the constitution of the Confederate Republic[image: External link] and that of the United States, and laid out the cause for the American Civil War, and a defense of slavery.[192]


The new Constitution has put at rest forever all the agitating questions relating to our peculiar institutions—African slavery as it exists among us—the proper status of the negro in our form of civilization. This was the immediate cause of the late rupture and present revolution. Jefferson, in his forecast, had anticipated this, as the "rock upon which the old Union would split." He was right. What was conjecture with him, is now a realized fact. But whether he fully comprehended the great truth upon which that rock stood and stands, may be doubted. The prevailing ideas entertained by him and most of the leading statesmen at the time of the formation of the old Constitution were, that the enslavement of the African was in violation of the laws of nature; that it was wrong in principle, socially, morally and politically. It was an evil they knew not well how to deal with; but the general opinion of the men of that day was, that, somehow or other, in the order of Providence, the institution would be evanescent and pass away... Those ideas, however, were fundamentally wrong. They rested upon the assumption of the equality of races. This was an error. It was a sandy foundation, and the idea of a Government built upon it—when the "storm came and the wind blew, it fell."




Our new Government is founded upon exactly the opposite ideas; its foundations are laid, its cornerstone rests, upon the great truth that the negro is not equal to the white man; that slavery, subordination to the superior race, is his natural and moral condition.[192]
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 Native Americans




Main article: Slavery among Native Americans in the United States[image: External link]


During the 16th, 17th and 18th centuries, Indian slavery[image: External link], the enslavement of Native Americans by European colonists, was common. Many of these Native slaves were exported to the Northern colonies[image: External link] and to off-shore colonies, especially the "sugar islands" of the Caribbean[image: External link].[17] Historian Alan Gallay estimates that from 1670 to 1715, British slave traders sold between 24,000 and 51,000 Native Americans from what is now the southern part of the U.S.[193]

Slavery of Native Americans was organized in colonial[image: External link] and Mexican California[image: External link] through Franciscan[image: External link] missions, theoretically entitled to ten years of Native labor, but in practice maintaining them in perpetual servitude, until their charge was revoked in the mid-1830s. Following the 1847–48 invasion by U.S. troops, the "loitering or orphaned Indians" were de facto enslaved in the new state from statehood in 1850 to 1867.[194] Slavery required the posting of a bond by the slave holder and enslavement occurred through raids and a four-month servitude imposed as a punishment for Indian " vagrancy[image: External link]".[195]
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 Native Americans holding African-American slaves




After 1800, some of the Cherokee[image: External link] and the other four civilized tribes[image: External link] of the Southeast started buying and using black slaves as labor. They continued this practice after removal to Indian Territory[image: External link] in the 1830s, when as many as 15,000 enslaved blacks were taken with them.[17][196]

The nature of slavery in Cherokee society[image: External link] often mirrored that of white slave-owning society. The law barred intermarriage of Cherokees and enslaved African Americans, but Cherokee men had unions with enslaved women, resulting in mixed-race children.[17] Cherokee who aided slaves were punished with one hundred lashes on the back. In Cherokee society, persons of African descent were barred from holding office even if they were also racially and culturally Cherokee. They were also barred from bearing arms and owning property. The Cherokee prohibited teaching African Americans to read and write.[17][197][198]

By contrast, the Seminole[image: External link] welcomed into their nation African Americans who had escaped[image: External link] slavery (Black Seminoles[image: External link]). They tended to live alongside each other, rather than joining their cultures.
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 Inter-tribal slavery




The Haida[image: External link] and Tlingit[image: External link] Indians who lived along southeast Alaska's coast were traditionally known as fierce warriors and slave-traders, raiding as far as California. Slavery was hereditary after slaves were taken as prisoners of war[image: External link]. Among some Pacific Northwest[image: External link] tribes, about a quarter of the population were slaves.[199][200] Other slave-owning tribes of North America were, for example, Comanche[image: External link] of Texas, Creek[image: External link] of Georgia, the fishing societies, such as the Yurok[image: External link], that lived along the coast from what is now Alaska to California; the Pawnee[image: External link], and Klamath[image: External link].[24]

Some tribes held people as captive slaves late in the 19th century. For instance, "Ute Woman", was a Ute[image: External link] captured by the Arapaho[image: External link] and later sold to a Cheyenne[image: External link]. She was kept by the Cheyenne to be used as a prostitute[image: External link] to serve American soldiers at Cantonment[image: External link] in the Indian Territory[image: External link]. She lived in slavery until about 1880. She died of a hemorrhage[image: External link] resulting from "excessive sexual intercourse".[201]
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 Black slaveholders




Slaveholders included people of African ancestry. An African former indentured servant[image: External link] who settled in Virginia in 1621, Anthony Johnson[image: External link] became one of the earliest documented slave owners in the mainland American colonies when he won a civil suit for ownership of John Casor[image: External link].[202] In 1830 there were 3,775 such black slaveholders in the South who owned a total of 12,760 slaves, a small percent, out of a total of over 2-million slaves.[203] 80% of the black slaveholders were located in Louisiana, South Carolina, Virginia, and Maryland.

There were economic and ethnic differences between free blacks of the Upper South and Deep South, with the latter fewer in number, but wealthier and typically of mixed race[image: External link]. Half of the black slaveholders lived in cities rather than the countryside, with most living in New Orleans and Charleston[image: External link]. Especially New Orleans had a large, relatively wealthy free black[image: External link] population (gens de couleur[image: External link]) composed of people of mixed race, who had become a third social class[image: External link] between whites and enslaved blacks, under French[image: External link] and Spanish[image: External link] colonial rule. Relatively few non-white slaveholders were "substantial planters". Of those who were, most were of mixed race, often endowed by white fathers with some property and social capital.[204] For example, Andrew Durnford of New Orleans was listed as owning 77 slaves.[203] According to Rachel Kranz: "Durnford was known as a stern master who worked his slaves hard and punished them often in his efforts to make his Louisiana sugar plantation a success."[205]

The historians John Hope Franklin[image: External link] and Loren Schweninger wrote:


A large majority of profit-oriented free black slaveholders resided in the Lower South. For the most part, they were persons of mixed racial origin, often women who cohabited or were mistresses of white men, or mulatto men ... Provided land and slaves by whites, they owned farms and plantations, worked their hands in the rice, cotton, and sugar fields, and like their white contemporaries were troubled with runaways.[206]



The historian Ira Berlin[image: External link] wrote:


In slave societies, nearly everyone—free and slave—aspired to enter the slaveholding class, and upon occasion some former slaves rose into slaveholders' ranks. Their acceptance was grudging, as they carried the stigma of bondage in their lineage and, in the case of American slavery, color in their skin.[207]



African-American history and culture scholar Henry Louis Gates Jr.[image: External link] wrote:


... the percentage of free black slave owners as the total number of free black heads of families was quite high in several states, namely 43 percent in South Carolina, 40 percent in Louisiana, 26 percent in Mississippi, 25 percent in Alabama and 20 percent in Georgia.[208]



Free blacks were perceived "as a continual symbolic threat to slaveholders, challenging the idea that 'black' and 'slave' were synonymous".[attribution needed[image: External link]] Free blacks were sometimes seen as potential allies of fugitive slaves and "slaveholders bore witness to their fear and loathing of free blacks in no uncertain terms."[209] For free blacks, who had only a precarious hold on freedom, "slave ownership was not simply an economic convenience but indispensable evidence of the free blacks' determination to break with their slave past and their silent acceptance – if not approval – of slavery."[210]

The historian James Oakes[image: External link] in 1982 notes that "[t]he evidence is overwhelming that the vast majority of black slaveholders were free men who purchased members of their families or who acted out of benevolence".[211] After 1810 southern states made it increasingly difficult for any slaveholders to free slaves. Often the purchasers of family members were left with no choice but to maintain, on paper, the owner–slave relationship. In the 1850s "there were increasing efforts to restrict the right to hold bondsmen on the grounds that slaves should be kept 'as far as possible under the control of white men only.'"[212]

In his 1985 statewide study of black slaveholders in South Carolina, Larry Koger challenged the benevolent view. He found that the majority of black slaveholders appeared to hold at least some of their slaves for commercial reasons. For instance, he noted that in 1850 more than 80 percent of black slaveholders were of mixed race, but nearly 90 percent of their slaves were classified as black.[213] Koger also noted that many South Carolina free blacks operated small businesses as skilled artisans, and many owned slaves working in those businesses.
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 Barbary pirates




Barbary pirates[image: External link] from North Africa began to seize North American colonists as early as 1625,[214] and roughly 700 Americans were held captive in this region as slaves[image: External link] between 1785 and 1815.[215] Some captives used their experiences as a North African slave to criticize slavery in the United States, such as William Ray in his book Horrors of Slavery.[216]

The Barbary situation led directly to the creation of the United States Navy[image: External link] in March 1794. While the United States managed to secure peace treaties, these obliged it to pay tribute for protection from attack. Payments in ransom and tribute to the Barbary states[image: External link] amounted to 20% of United States government annual expenditures in 1800.[217] The First Barbary War[image: External link] in 1801 and the Second Barbary War[image: External link] in 1815 led to more favorable peace terms ending the payment of tribute.
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 Distribution
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 Distribution of slaves






	Census

Year
	# Slaves
	# Free

blacks
	Total

blacks
	 % Free

blacks
	Total US

population
	 % Blacks

of total



	1790
	697,681
	59,527
	757,208
	8%
	3,929,214
	19%



	1800
	893,602
	108,435
	1,002,037
	11%
	5,308,483
	19%



	1810
	1,191,362
	186,446
	1,377,808
	14%
	7,239,881
	19%



	1820
	1,538,022
	233,634
	1,771,656
	13%
	9,638,453
	18%



	1830
	2,009,043
	319,599
	2,328,642
	14%
	12,860,702
	18%



	1840
	2,487,355
	386,293
	2,873,648
	13%
	17,063,353
	17%



	1850
	3,204,313
	434,495
	3,638,808
	12%
	23,191,876
	16%



	1860
	3,953,760
	488,070
	4,441,830
	11%
	31,443,321
	14%



	1870
	0
	4,880,009
	4,880,009
	100%
	38,558,371
	13%



	Source:"Distribution of Slaves in US History"[image: External link]. Retrieved May 13, 2010.








	Total Slave Population in US 1790–1860, by State and Territory



	Census

Year
	1790
	1800
	1810
	1820
	1830
	1840
	1850
	1860



	All States
	694,207
	887,612
	1,130,781
	1,529,012
	1,987,428
	2,482,798
	3,200,600
	3,950,546



	Alabama
	–
	–
	–
	47,449
	117,549
	253,532
	342,844
	435,080



	Arkansas
	–
	–
	–
	–
	4,576
	19,935
	47,100
	111,115



	California
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–



	Connecticut
	2,648
	951
	310
	97
	25
	54
	–
	–



	Delaware
	8,887
	6,153
	4,177
	4,509
	3,292
	2,605
	2,290
	1,798



	Florida
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	25,717
	39,310
	61,745



	Georgia
	29,264
	59,699
	105,218
	149,656
	217,531
	280,944
	381,682
	462,198



	Illinois
	–
	–
	–
	917
	747
	331
	–
	–



	Indiana
	–
	–
	–
	190
	3
	3
	–
	–



	Iowa
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	16
	–
	–



	Kansas
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	2



	Kentucky
	12,430
	40,343
	80,561
	126,732
	165,213
	182,258
	210,981
	225,483



	Louisiana
	–
	–
	–
	69,064
	109,588
	168,452
	244,809
	331,726



	Maine
	–
	–
	–
	–
	2
	–
	–
	–



	Maryland
	103,036
	105,635
	111,502
	107,398
	102,994
	89,737
	90,368
	87,189



	Massachusetts
	–
	–
	–
	–
	1
	–
	–
	–



	Michigan
	–
	–
	–
	–
	32
	–
	–
	–



	Minnesota
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–



	Mississippi
	–
	–
	–
	32,814
	65,659
	195,211
	309,878
	436,631



	Missouri
	–
	–
	–
	10,222
	25,096
	58,240
	87,422
	114,931



	Nebraska
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	15



	Nevada
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–



	New Hampshire
	157
	8
	–
	–
	3
	1
	–
	–



	New Jersey
	11,423
	12,422
	10,851
	7,557
	2,254
	674
	236
	18



	New York
	21,193
	20,613
	15,017
	10,088
	75
	4
	–
	–



	North Carolina
	100,783
	133,296
	168,824
	205,017
	245,601
	245,817
	288,548
	331,059



	Ohio
	–
	–
	–
	–
	6
	3
	–
	–



	Oregon
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–



	Pennsylvania
	3,707
	1,706
	795
	211
	403
	64
	–
	–



	Rhode Island
	958
	380
	108
	48
	17
	5
	–
	–



	South Carolina
	107,094
	146,151
	196,365
	251,783
	315,401
	327,038
	384,984
	402,406



	Tennessee
	–
	13,584
	44,535
	80,107
	141,603
	183,059
	239,459
	275,719



	Texas
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	58,161
	182,566



	Utah
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	26
	29



	Vermont
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–



	Virginia
	292,627
	346,671
	392,518
	425,153
	469,757
	449,087
	472,528
	490,865



	Wisconsin
	–
	–
	–
	–
	–
	11
	4
	–




For various reasons, the census did not always include all of the slaves, especially in the West. California was admitted as a free state and reported no slaves. However, there were many slaves that were brought to work in the mines during the California Gold Rush[image: External link].[219] Some Californian communities openly tolerated slavery, such as San Bernardino[image: External link], which was mostly made up of transplants from the neighboring slave territory of Utah[image: External link].[220] New Mexico Territory[image: External link] never reported any slaves on the census, yet sued the government for compensation for 600 slaves that were freed when congress outlawed slavery in the territory.[221] Utah was actively trying to hide its slave population from Congress[222][223] and did not report slaves in several communities.[224] Additionally, the census did not traditionally include Native Americans, and hence did not include Native American slaves or black slaves owned by Native Americans. There were hundreds of Native American slaves in California,[225] Utah[226] and New Mexico[221] that were never recorded in the census.
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As of the 1860 Census, one may compute the following statistics on slaveholding:[227]


	Enumerating slave schedules by county, 393,975 named persons held 3,950,546 unnamed slaves, for an average of about ten slaves per holder. As some large holders held slaves in multiple counties and are thus multiply counted, this slightly overestimates the number of slaveholders.

	Excluding slaves, the 1860 U.S. population was 27,167,529, yielding about 1 in 70 free persons (1.5%) being slaveholders. By counting only named slaveowners, this approach does not acknowledge people who benefited from slavery by being in a slaveowning household, e.g. the wife and children of an owner. Only 8% of all US families owned slaves,[228] while in the South, 33% of families owned slaves. According to historian Joseph Glatthaar, the number of soldiers of the Confederacy's Army of Northern Virginia who either owned slaves or came from slave owning households is "almost one of every two 1861 recruits". In addition he notes that, "Untold numbers of enlistees rented land from, sold crops to, or worked for slaveholders. In the final tabulation, the vast majority of the volunteers of 1861 had a direct connection to slavery."[229]


	The distribution of slaves among holders was very unequal: holders of 200 or more slaves, constituting less than 1% of all US slaveholders (fewer than 4,000 persons, 1 in 7,000 free persons, or 0.015% of the population) held an estimated 20–30% of all slaves (800,000 to 1,200,000 slaves). Nineteen holders of 500 or more slaves have been identified.[230] The largest slaveholder was Joshua John Ward[image: External link], of Georgetown, South Carolina[image: External link], who in 1850 held 1,092 slaves,[231] and whose heirs in 1860 held 1,130 or 1,131 slaves[230][231] – he was dubbed "the king of the rice planters",[231] and one of his plantations is now part of Brookgreen Gardens[image: External link].
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Main article: Historiography of the United States § Slavery[image: External link]


The historian Peter Kolchin[image: External link], writing in 1993, noted that until the latter decades of the 20th century, historians of slavery had primarily concerned themselves with the culture, practices and economics of the slaveholders, not with the slaves. This was in part due to the circumstance that most slaveholders were literate and left behind written records, whereas slaves were largely illiterate and not in a position to leave written records. Scholars differed as to whether slavery should be considered a benign or a "harshly exploitive" institution.[232]

Much of the history written prior to the 1950s had a distinctive racist slant to it.[232] By the 1970s and 1980s, historians were using archaeological[image: External link] records, black folklore[image: External link], and statistical data to develop a much more detailed and nuanced picture of slave life. Individuals were shown to have been resilient and somewhat autonomous in many of their activities, within the limits of their situation and despite its precariousness. Historians who wrote in this era include John Blassingame[image: External link] (Slave Community[image: External link]), Eugene Genovese[image: External link] (Roll, Jordan, Roll), Leslie Howard Owens (This Species of Property), and Herbert Gutman[image: External link] (The Black Family in Slavery and Freedom).[233]
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Virginia General Assembly






The Virginia General Assembly is the legislative body of the Commonwealth of Virginia[image: External link], and the oldest continuous law-making body in the New World, established on July 30, 1619. The General Assembly is a bicameral[image: External link] body consisting of a lower house[image: External link], the Virginia House of Delegates[image: External link], with 100 members, and an upper house[image: External link], the Senate of Virginia[image: External link], with 40 members. Combined together, the General Assembly consists of 140 elected representatives from an equal number of constituent districts across the commonwealth. The House of Delegates is presided over by the Speaker of the House[image: External link], while the Senate is presided over by the Lieutenant Governor of Virginia[image: External link]. The House and Senate each elect a clerk and sergeant-at-arms[image: External link]. The Senate of Virginia[image: External link]'s clerk is known as the "Clerk of the Senate" (instead of as the "Secretary of the Senate[image: External link]," the title used by the U.S. Senate).

The Republican Party currently holds the majority in both the House of Delegates and the Senate.
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 Capitol




The General Assembly meets in Virginia's capital of Richmond[image: External link]. When sitting in Richmond, the General Assembly holds sessions in the Virginia State Capitol[image: External link], designed by Thomas Jefferson in 1788 and expanded in 1904. During the American Civil War, the building was used as the capitol of the Confederate States of America[image: External link], housing the Congress of the Confederate States[image: External link]. The building was renovated between 2005 and 2006. Senators and Delegates have their offices in the General Assembly Building across the street directly north of the Capitol. The Governor of Virginia[image: External link] lives across the street directly east of the Capitol in the Virginia Executive Mansion[image: External link].
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 History




The Virginia General Assembly is described as "the oldest continuous law-making body in the New World."[1] Its existence dates to the establishment of the Virginia Governor's Council[image: External link] and the House of Burgesses[image: External link] at Jamestown[image: External link] on July 30, 1619. At various times it may have been referred to as the Grand Assembly of Virginia.[2] The General Assembly met in Jamestown from 1619 until 1699, when it moved to Williamsburg, Virginia[image: External link] and met in the colonial Capitol[image: External link] building. It became the General Assembly in 1776 with the ratification of the Virginia Constitution[image: External link]. The government was moved to Richmond in 1780 during the administration of Governor[image: External link] Thomas Jefferson.
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 Salary and qualifications




The annual salary[image: External link] for senators is $18,000.[3] The annual salary for delegates is $17,640.[4]

Under the Constitution of Virginia[image: External link], Senators and Delegates must be 21 years of age at the time of the election, residents of the district they represent, and qualified to vote for members of the General Assembly. Under the Constitution, "a senator or delegate who moves his residence from the district for which he is elected shall thereby vacate his office."[5]

The state constitution specifies that the General Assembly shall meet annually, and its regular session is a maximum of 60 days long in even-numbered years and 45 days long in odd-numbered years, unless extended by a two-thirds vote of both houses. The governor of Virginia[image: External link] may convene a special session of the General Assembly "when, in his opinion, the interest of the Commonwealth may require" and must convene a special session "upon the application of two-thirds of the members elected to each house."[6]
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 Redistricting reform




Article II, section 6 on apportionment states, "Members of the ... Senate and of the House of Delegates of the General Assembly shall be elected from electoral districts established by the General Assembly. Every electoral district shall be composed of contiguous and compact territory and shall be so constituted as to give, as nearly as is practicable, representation in proportion to the population of the district."[7] The Redistricting Coalition of Virginia proposes either an independent commission or a bipartisan commission that is not polarized. Member organizations include the League of Women Voters[image: External link] of Virginia, AARP[image: External link] of Virginia, OneVirginia2021, the Virginia Chamber of Commerce[image: External link] and the Virginia Organizing Project[image: External link].[8] Governor Bob McDonnell[image: External link]'s Independent Bipartisan Advisory Commission on Redistricting for the Commonwealth of Virginia made its report on April 1, 2011. It made two recommendations for each state legislative house that showed maps of districts more compact and contiguous than those adopted by the General Assembly.[9]

In 2011, the Virginia College and University Redistricting Competition was organized by Professors Michael McDonald of George Mason University and Quentin Kidd of Christopher Newport University. About 150 students on sixteen teams from thirteen schools submitted plans for legislative and U.S. Congressional Districts. They created districts more compact than the General Assembly's efforts. The "Division 1" maps conformed with the Governor's Executive Order, and did not address electoral competition or representational fairness. In addition to the criteria of contiguity, equipopulation, the federal Voting Rights Act and communities of interest in the existing city and county boundaries, "Division 2" maps in the competition did incorporate considerations of electoral competition and representational fairness. Judges for the cash award prizes were Thomas Mann of the Brookings Institution and Norman Ornstein of the American Enterprise Institute.[10]

In January 2015, Republican State Senator Jill Holtzman Vogel[image: External link] of Winchester and Democratic State Senator Louise Lucas[image: External link] of Portsmouth sponsored a Senate Joint Resolution to establish additional criteria for the Virginia Redistricting Commission of four identified members of political parties, and three other independent public officials. The criteria began with respecting existing political boundaries, such as cities and towns, counties and magisterial districts, election districts and voting precincts. Districts are to be established on the basis of population, in conformance with federal and state laws and court cases, including those addressing racial fairness. The territory is to be contiguous and compact, without oddly shaped boundaries. The commission is prohibited from using political data or election results to favor either political party or incumbent. It passed with a two-thirds majority of 27 to 12 in the Senate, and was then referred to committee in the House of Delegates.[11]

In 2015, at Vesilind v. Virginia State Board of Elections in a Virginia state court, plaintiffs sought to overturn the General Assembly's redistricting in five House of Delegate and six state Senate districts as violations of both the Virginia and U.S. Constitutions because they failed to represent populations in "continuous and compact territory".[12]
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Compromise of 1850






The Compromise of 1850 was a package of five separate bills passed by the United States Congress in September 1850, which defused a four-year political confrontation between slave and free states[image: External link] regarding the status of territories acquired during the Mexican–American War (1846–1848). The compromise, drafted by Whig[image: External link] Senator Henry Clay[image: External link] of Kentucky and brokered by Clay and Democratic Senator Stephen Douglas[image: External link] of Illinois, reduced sectional conflict. Controversy arose over the Fugitive Slave provision. The Compromise was greeted with relief, although each side disliked specific provisions.


	
Texas surrendered its claim to New Mexico, as well as its claims north of the Missouri Compromise Line[image: External link]. It retained the Texas Panhandle[image: External link] and the federal government took over the state's public debt.

	
California[image: External link] was admitted as a free state with its current boundaries.

	The South prevented adoption of the Wilmot Proviso[image: External link] that would have outlawed slavery in the new territories,[1] and the new Utah Territory[image: External link] and New Mexico Territory[image: External link] were allowed, under the principle of popular sovereignty[image: External link], to decide whether to allow slavery within their borders. In practice, these lands were generally unsuited to plantation agriculture and their settlers were uninterested in slavery.

	The slave trade (but not slavery altogether) was banned in the District of Columbia.

	A more stringent Fugitive Slave Law[image: External link] was enacted.



The Compromise became possible after the sudden death of President Zachary Taylor[image: External link], who, although a slave owner, had favored excluding slavery from the Southwest. Whig[image: External link] leader Henry Clay designed a compromise, which failed to pass in early 1850, due to opposition by both pro-slavery southern Democrats, led by John C. Calhoun[image: External link], and anti-slavery northern Whigs. Upon Clay's instruction, Douglas then divided Clay's bill into several smaller pieces and narrowly won their passage over the opposition of those with stronger views on both sides.



TOP



[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Background




Soon after the start of the Mexican War, when the extent of the contested territories was still unclear, the question of whether to allow slavery in those territories polarized the Northern and Southern United States in the most bitter sectional conflict up to this time. A state the size of Texas attracted interest from both state residents and pro and anti-slavery camps on a national scale. Texas claimed land north of the 36°30' demarcation line for slavery set by the 1820 Missouri Compromise.

The Texas Annexation[image: External link] resolution had required that if any new states were formed out of Texas' lands, those north of the Missouri Compromise[image: External link] line would become free states.[2]

According to historian Mark Stegmaier, "The Fugitive Slave Act, the abolition of the slave trade in the District of Columbia, the admission of California as a free state, and even the application of the formula of popular sovereignty to the territories were all less important than the least remembered component of the Compromise of 1850—the statute by which Texas relinquished its claims to much of New Mexico in return for federal assumption of the debts."[3] Stegmaier also refers to "the principal Southern demand for a division of California at the line of 35° north latitude[image: External link]" and says that "Southern extremists made clear that a congressionally mandated division of California figured uppermost on their agenda."[4]

During the deadlock of four years, the Second Party System[image: External link] broke up, Mormon pioneers[image: External link] settled Utah, the California Gold Rush settled northern California, and New Mexico under a federal military government turned back Texas' attempt to assert control over territory Texas claimed as far west as the Rio Grande. The eventual Compromise of 1850 preserved the Union, but only for another decade.
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 Various proposals




Proposals during 1846–1850 on the division of the Southwest included:


	The Wilmot Proviso[image: External link] banning slavery in any new territory to be acquired from Mexico, not including Texas, which had been annexed the previous year. Passed by the House in August 1846 and February 1847 but not the Senate. Later an effort failed to attach the proviso to the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo[image: External link].

	
Extension of the Missouri Compromise line: Failed amendments to the Wilmot Proviso by William W. Wick[image: External link] and then Stephen Douglas extending the Missouri Compromise line (36°30' parallel north[image: External link]) west to the Pacific (south of Carmel-by-the-Sea, California[image: External link]), allowing the possibility of slavery in most of present-day New Mexico and Arizona, and Southern California. The line was again proposed by the Nashville Convention[image: External link] of June 1850.

	
Popular sovereignty[image: External link], developed by Lewis Cass[image: External link] and Douglas as the eventual Democratic Party position, letting each territory decide whether to allow slavery.

	
William L. Yancey[image: External link]'s "Alabama Platform," endorsed by the Alabama and Georgia legislatures and by Democratic state conventions in Florida and Virginia, called for no restrictions on slavery in the territories either by the federal government or by territorial governments before statehood, opposition to any candidates supporting either the Wilmot Proviso or popular sovereignty, and federal legislation overruling Mexican anti-slavery laws.

	
Two free states: General Zachary Taylor[image: External link], who became the Whig candidate in 1848 and then President from March 1849 to July 1850, proposed after becoming President that the entire area become two free states, called California and New Mexico but much larger than the eventual ones. None of the area would be left as an unorganized or organized territory[image: External link], avoiding the question of slavery in the territories.

	
Changing Texas's borders: Senator Thomas Hart Benton[image: External link] in December 1849 or January 1850: Texas's western and northern boundaries would be the 102nd meridian west[image: External link] and 34th parallel north[image: External link].

	
Two southern states: Senator John Bell[image: External link] (with the assent of Texas) in February 1850: New Mexico would get all Texas land north of the 34th parallel north (including today's Texas Panhandle[image: External link]), and the area to the south (including the southeastern part of today's New Mexico) would be divided at the Colorado River of Texas[image: External link] into two Southern states, balancing the admission of California and New Mexico as free states.[5]


	
First draft of the compromise of 1850: Texas's northwestern boundary would be a straight diagonal line from the Rio Grande 20 miles north of El Paso to the Red River (Mississippi watershed)[image: External link] at the 100th meridian west[image: External link] (the southwestern corner of today's Oklahoma).
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 Final proposed compromise




On January 29, 1850, Whig Senator Henry Clay[image: External link] gave a speech which called for compromise on the issues dividing the Union. However, Clay's specific proposals for achieving a compromise, including his idea for Texas' boundary, were not adopted in a single bill.[6] Upon Clay's urging, Senator Stephen A. Douglas[image: External link], Democrat of Illinois, divided Clay's bill into several smaller bills, and passed each separately. When he instructed Douglas, Clay was nearly dead and unable to guide the congressional debate any further. The Compromise came to coalesce around a plan dividing Texas at its present-day boundaries, creating territorial governments with "popular sovereignty" (without the Wilmot Proviso) for New Mexico and Utah, admitting California as a free state, abolishing the slave trade in the District of Columbia, and enacting a new fugitive slave law.

The Compromise of 1850 was formally proposed by Clay and guided to passage by Douglas over Northern Whig and Southern Democrat opposition. It was enacted September 1850:


	California admitted as a free state;

	Utah Territory and New Mexico Territory organized with slavery to be decided by popular sovereignty;

	Texas dropped its claim to land north of the 32nd parallel north[image: External link] and west of the 103rd meridian west[image: External link] in favor of New Mexico Territory, and north of the 36°30' parallel north and east of the 103rd meridian west which became unorganized territory[image: External link]. Texas's boundaries were set at their present form. Senator James Pearce[image: External link] of Maryland drafted the final proposal[7] where Texas ceded its claims to land which later became half of present-day New Mexico, a third of Colorado, and small portions of Kansas, Oklahoma, and Wyoming to the federal government, in return for the assumption of $10 million of the old republic's debt.[8][9] El Paso[image: External link], where Texas had established county government, was left in Texas;

	Slave trade was abolished in Washington, D.C. (but not slavery itself);

	The Fugitive Slave Act[image: External link] was strengthened.
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 Seward and Northern Whigs




Most Northern Whigs, led by William Henry Seward[image: External link] who delivered his famous "Higher Law" speech during the controversy, opposed the Compromise as well because it would not have applied the Wilmot Proviso to the western territories and because of the newly strengthened fugitive slave act, which would have pressed ordinary citizens into duty on slave-hunting patrols. This provision was inserted by Democratic Virginia Senator James M. Mason[image: External link] to entice border-state Whigs, who faced the greatest danger of losing slaves as fugitives but who were lukewarm on general sectional issues related to the South into supporting Texas's land claims.[10]

Zachary Taylor[image: External link] avoided the issue as the Whig candidate during the 1848 U.S. presidential election[image: External link] but then as President attempted to sidestep the entire controversy by pushing to admit California and New Mexico as free states immediately, avoiding the entire territorial process and thus the Wilmot Proviso question. Taylor's stand was unpopular among Southerners and surprised them because Taylor was a Southerner.[11]

Northern Democrats and Southern Whigs supported the Compromise. Southern Whigs, many of whom were from the border states, supported the stronger fugitive slave law.
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 Debate and results




On April 17, a "Committee of Thirteen" agreed on the border of Texas as part of Clay's plan. The dimensions were later changed. That same day, during debates on the measures in the Senate, Vice President Millard Fillmore and Senator Benton verbally sparred, with Fillmore charging that the Missourian was "out of order". During the heated debates, Compromise floor leader Henry S. Foote[image: External link] of Mississippi drew a pistol on Senator Benton.

In early June, nine slave holding Southern states sent delegates to the Nashville Convention[image: External link] to determine their course of action should the compromise take hold. While some delegates preached secession[image: External link], eventually the moderates ruled, and they proposed a series of compromises, including extending the geographic dividing line designated by the Missouri Compromise[image: External link] of 1820 to the Pacific Coast[image: External link].

The various bills were initially combined into one "omnibus" bill. Despite Clay's efforts, it failed in a crucial vote on July 31, opposed by southern Democrats and by northern, anti-slavery Whigs. He announced on the Senate floor the next day that he intended to persevere and pass each individual part of the bill. The 73-year-old Clay, however, was physically exhausted as the effects of the tuberculosis[image: External link] that would eventually kill him began to take its toll. Clay left the Senate to recuperate in Newport[image: External link], Rhode Island, while Stephen A. Douglas[image: External link] wrote the separate bills and guided them through the Senate.[12]

The situation had been changed by the sudden death of President Taylor and the accession of Vice President Millard Fillmore[image: External link] to the presidency, on July 9, 1850. President Fillmore, anxious to find a quick solution to the conflict in Texas over the border with New Mexico, which threatened to become armed conflict between Texas militia and Federal soldiers, reversed the administration's position late in July and threw its support to the compromise measures.[13] The Northern Democrats held together and supported each of the bills and gained Whigs or Southern Democrats to pass each one. All passed and were signed by Fillmore between September 9 and September 20, 1850.


	California was admitted as a free state. It passed the House 150–56.[14][15] It passed the Senate 34–18.[16]


	The slave trade was abolished (the sale of slaves, not the institution of slavery) in the District of Columbia.

	The Territory of Utah[image: External link] was organized under the rule of popular sovereignty[image: External link]. It passed the House 97–85.[17]


	The Territory of New Mexico[image: External link] was organized under the rule of popular sovereignty[image: External link]. It passed the House 108–97.[18] It passed the Senate 30–20.[19]


	A harsher Fugitive Slave Act[image: External link] was passed by the Senate 27–12,[20] and by the House 109–76.[21]


	Texas gave up much of the western land which it claimed and received compensation of $10,000,000 to pay off its national debt.



Clay was still given much of the credit for the Compromise's success. It quieted the controversy between Northerners and Southerners over the expansion of slavery and delayed secession and civil war for another decade. Senator Henry S. Foote of Mississippi, who had suggested the creation of the Committee of Thirteen, later said, "Had there been one such man in the Congress of the United States as Henry Clay in 1860–'61 there would, I feel sure, have been no civil war."[22]
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 Implications




The Compromise in general proved widely popular politically, as both parties committed themselves in their platforms to the finality of the Compromise on sectional issues. The strongest opposition in the South occurred in the states of South Carolina, Georgia, Alabama, and Mississippi, but unionists soon prevailed, spearheaded by Georgians Alexander Stephens[image: External link], Robert Toombs[image: External link], and Howell Cobb[image: External link] and the creation of the Georgia Platform[image: External link]. This peace was broken only by the divisive Kansas–Nebraska Act[image: External link] of 1854 introduced by Stephen Douglas, which had the effect of repealing the Missouri Compromise and led directly to the formation of the Republican Party[image: External link], whose capture of the national government in 1860 led directly to the secession crisis of 1860–1861.

Many historians argue that the Compromise played a major role in postponing the American Civil War for a decade, during which time the Northwest was growing more wealthy and more populous, and was being brought into closer relations with the Northeast.[23] During that decade, the Whig Party had completely broken down, being replaced with the new Republican Party dominant in the North and the Democrats in the South.[24] But others argue that the Compromise only made more obvious pre-existing sectional divisions and laid the groundwork for future conflict. In this view, the Fugitive Slave Law helped polarize North and South, as shown in the enormous reaction to Harriet Beecher Stowe[image: External link]'s novel Uncle Tom's Cabin[image: External link]. The passage of the Fugitive Slave Law aroused feelings of bitterness in the North. Furthermore, the Compromise of 1850 led to a breakdown in the spirit of compromise in the United States in the antebellum period, directly before the Civil War. The Compromise exemplifies this spirit, but the deaths of influential senators who worked on the compromise, primarily Henry Clay and Daniel Webster[image: External link], contributed to this feeling of increasing disparity between the North and South.

The delay of hostilities for ten years allowed the free economy of the northern states to continue to industrialize. The southern states, to a large degree based on slave labor and cash crop production, lacked the ability to industrialize heavily.[25] By 1860, the northern states had added many more miles of railroad, steel production, modern factories, and population to the advantages it possessed in 1850. The North was better able to supply, equip, and man its armed forces, an advantage that would prove decisive in the later stages of the war.
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 Issues




Three major types of issues were addressed by the Compromise of 1850, to wit: a variety of boundary issues; status of territory issues; and the issue of slavery. While capable of analytical distinction, the boundary and territory issues were actually included in the overarching issue of slavery. Pro- and anti-slavery interests were each concerned with both the amount of land on which slavery was permitted and with the number of States which respectively would be in the slave or free camps. Since Texas was a slave state, not only the residents of that state, but the pro- and anti-slavery camps on a national scale had an interest in the size of the state of Texas.

The general solution that was adopted by the Compromise of 1850 was to transfer a considerable part of the territory claimed by the state of Texas to the federal government, to organize formally two new territories, the Territory of New Mexico and the Territory of Utah, which expressly would be allowed to locally determine whether they would become slave or free territories, to add another free state to the Union (California), adopt a severe measure to recover slaves who had escaped to a free state or free territory (the Fugitive Slave Law), and to abolish the slave trade in the District of Columbia.
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 Texas




The independent Republic of Texas[image: External link] won the decisive Battle of San Jacinto[image: External link] (April 21, 1836) against Mexico and captured Mexican president Antonio Lopez de Santa Anna[image: External link]. He signed the Treaties of Velasco[image: External link], which recognized the Rio Grande as the boundary of the Republic of Texas. The treaties were repudiated by the government of Mexico which insisted it was sovereign over Texas and promised to reclaim the lost territories. To the extent that there was a de facto recognition, Mexico treated the Nueces River[image: External link] as its northern boundary control. A huge, largely unsettled area lay between the two rivers. Neither Mexico nor the Republic of Texas had the military strength to effectively assert its territorial claim. On December 29, 1845, the Republic of Texas was annexed to the United States and became the 28th state[image: External link]. Texas was staunchly committed to slavery, with its constitution making illegal the unauthorized emancipation of slaves by their owners. With this annexation the United States inherited the territorial claims of the former Republic of Texas against Mexico. The territorial claim to the area between the Nueces River and the Rio Grande and Mexican resistance to it led to the Mexican–American War. On February 2, 1848, that war was concluded by the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo[image: External link]. Among the provisos of the Treaty was the recognition by Mexico of the area between the Nueces River and the Rio Grande being a part of the United States.

The Republic of Texas had claimed ownership of the eastern half of present-day New Mexico, along with sections of Colorado, Kansas and Wyoming, but Texas had never effectively controlled the area, which was dominated by hostile Indian tribes (see Comancheria[image: External link]). However, the federal government now controlled the area after 1846. The Compromise of 1850 solved the problem by setting the present boundaries of Texas in return for $10 million in federal bonds paid to the state of Texas.[26]

The state of Texas was heavily burdened with debt, which had been contracted during its struggles as the Republic of Texas. The federal government agreed to pay $10 million of bonds in trade for the transfer of a large portion of the claimed area of the state of Texas to the territory of the federal government and for the relinquishment of various claims which Texas had upon the federal government. (These bonds bore interest at the rate of 5%, which interest was collectible by Texas every six months, and the principal was redeemable at the end of fourteen years.)[27]

The Constitution (Article IV, Section 3) does not permit Congress to unilaterally reduce the territory of any state, so the first part of the Compromise of 1850 had to take the form of an offer to the Texas State Legislature, rather than a unilateral enactment. The Texas State Legislature did ratify the bargain and in due course the transfer of a large swath of land from the state of Texas to the federal government was accomplished. Texas was allowed to keep the following portions of the erstwhile disputed land: that which is south of the 32nd parallel[image: External link], and that which is south of the 36°30' parallel north[image: External link] and east of the 103rd meridian west[image: External link]. The rest of the land which had been disputed between Mexico and the Republic of Texas was transferred to the Federal Government.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 New Mexico and Utah Territories




The first law of the Compromise of 1850 also organized the Territory of New Mexico[image: External link]. The second law, also enacted September 9, 1850, organized the Territory of Utah[image: External link].

Some of the land had been claimed by the Republic of Texas. The Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo made no mention of the claims of the Republic of Texas; Mexico simply agreed to a Mexico-U.S. border[image: External link] south of both the "Mexican Cession" and the Republic of Texas claims.[28] Before the Compromise of 1850, this disputed land had been claimed but never controlled by the state of Texas. Of importance in 1850 was land included in present-day eastern New Mexico.

From the Mexican Cession, the New Mexico Territory received most of the present-day state of Arizona, most of the western part of the present-day state of New Mexico, and the southern tip of present-day Nevada (south of the 37th parallel[image: External link]). From Texas, the territory received most of present-day eastern New Mexico, a portion of present-day Colorado (east of the crest of the Rocky Mountains, west of the 103rd meridian, and south of the 38th parallel[image: External link]).

From the Mexican Cession, the Utah Territory received present-day Utah, most of present-day Nevada (everything north of the 37th parallel), a major part of present-day Colorado (everything west of the crest of the Rocky Mountains), and a small part of present-day Wyoming. This included the newly founded colony at Salt Lake of Brigham Young. From Texas, the Utah Territory received most of present-day eastern New Mexico, and some of present-day Colorado that is east of the crest of the Rocky Mountains.

A key provision of each of the laws respectively organizing the Territory of New Mexico and the Territory of Utah was that slavery would be either permitted or prohibited as a local option (Popular Sovereignty). This was an important repudiation of the idea behind the Wilmot Proviso (which never passed Congress); it would have forbidden slavery in any territory acquired from Mexico.
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 California




California also became part of the U.S. as a result of the Mexican Cession. After the Mexican War, California was essentially run by military governors. President James K. Polk[image: External link] tried to get Congress to officially establish a territorial government in California, but the increasing North vs. South debates prevented this.[29] The South wanted to extend slave territory to Southern California[image: External link] and to the Pacific coast, while the North did not.

Starting in late 1848, Americans and foreigners of many different countries rushed into California for the California Gold Rush[image: External link], exponentially increasing the population. In response to growing demand for a better more representative government, a Constitutional Convention[image: External link] was held in 1849. The delegates there unanimously outlawed slavery. They had no interest in extending the Missouri Compromise Line through California and splitting the state; the lightly populated southern half never had slavery and was heavily Hispanic.[30]

The third statute of the Compromise of 1850 allowed California to be admitted to the Union, undivided, as a free state on September 9, 1850.[31]
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 Fugitive Slave Law




The fourth statute of the Compromise of 1850, enacted September 18, 1850, is informally known as the Fugitive Slave Law or the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850. (It bolstered the Fugitive Slave Act of 1793[image: External link].) The new version of the Fugitive Slave Law required federal judicial officials in all states and federal territories, including in those states and territories in which slavery was prohibited, to actively assist with the return of escaped slaves to their masters in the states and territories permitting slavery. Any federal marshal[image: External link] or other official who did not arrest an alleged runaway slave was liable to a fine of $1,000. Law-enforcement officials everywhere in the United States had a duty to arrest anyone suspected of being a fugitive slave[image: External link] on no more evidence than a claimant's sworn testimony of ownership. The suspected slave could not ask for a jury trial or testify on his or her own behalf. In addition, any person aiding a runaway slave by providing food or shelter was to be subject to six months' imprisonment and a $1,000 fine. Officers capturing a fugitive slave were entitled to a fee for their work.

In addition to federal officials, the ordinary citizens of free states could be summoned to join a posse and be required to assist in the capture and/or custody and/or transportation of the alleged escaped slave. This particular law was so rigorously pro-slavery as to prohibit the admission of the testimony of a person accused of being an escaped slave into evidence at the judicial hearing to determine the status of the accused escaped slave. Thus, if a freedman were claimed to be an escaped slave under the Fugitive Slave Law[image: External link] he or she could not resist his or her return to slavery by truthfully telling his or her own actual history.

The Fugitive Slave Act was essential to meet Southern demands. In terms of public opinion in the North the critical provision was that ordinary citizens were required to aid slave catchers. Many northerners deeply resented this requirement that they personally aid and abet slavery. Resentment towards this act continued to heighten tensions between the North and South, as inflamed by abolitionists such as Harriet Beecher Stowe[image: External link]. Her book Uncle Tom's Cabin[image: External link] stressed the horrors of recapturing escaped slaves, and outraged Southerners.[32]
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 Banning slave trade in the District of Columbia




The fifth law, enacted on September 20, 1850, prohibited the slave trade (but not slavery itself) in the District of Columbia.[33] Southerners in Congress were unanimous in opposing this provision, which was seen as a concession to the abolitionists, but were outvoted.[34]
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 See also





	
Uncle Tom's Cabin[image: External link] – a reaction against the Fugitive Slave Law

	
Kansas–Nebraska Act[image: External link] of 1854, which reopened the slavery issue
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American Civil War






The American Civil War was fought in the United States from 1861 to 1865. After a long standing controversy[image: External link] over slavery and state's rights[image: External link], war broke out in April 1861, when Confederates attacked Fort Sumter[image: External link] in South Carolina[image: External link], shortly after Abraham Lincoln was elected. The nationalists of the Union[image: External link] proclaimed loyalty to the U.S. Constitution. They faced secessionists[image: External link] of the Confederate States of America[image: External link] advocating states’ rights to perpetual slavery and its expansion in the Americas.

Among the 34 U.S. states in February 1861, seven Southern slave states[image: External link] individually declared their secession[image: External link] from the U.S. to form the Confederate States of America. The Confederacy grew to include eleven states; it claimed two more border states[image: External link] (Kentucky and Missouri), the Indian Territory[image: External link], and the southern portions of the Union's western territories of Arizona[image: External link] and New Mexico[image: External link], which was organized and incorporated into the Confederacy as Confederate Arizona[image: External link]. The Confederacy was never diplomatically recognized by the United States government, nor was it recognized by any foreign country (although Britain and France granted it belligerent status[image: External link]). The states that remained loyal, including the border states where slavery was legal, were known as the Union or the North.

The North and South quickly raised volunteer and conscription armies that fought mostly in the South over four years. During this time many innovations in warfare occurred, including the development and use of iron-clad ships, ultimately changing naval strategy around the world. The Union finally won the war when General Robert E. Lee[image: External link] surrendered to General Ulysses S. Grant at the battle of Appomattox[image: External link], which triggered a series of surrenders[image: External link] by Confederate generals throughout the southern states. Four years of intense combat left 620,000 to 750,000 soldiers dead, a higher number than the number of American military deaths in World War I[image: External link] and World War II combined, and much of the South's infrastructure was destroyed. The Confederacy collapsed[image: External link], slavery was abolished, and 4 million slaves were freed. The Reconstruction Era (1863–1877) overlapped and followed the war, with the process of restoring national unity, strengthening the national government, and granting civil rights[image: External link] to freed slaves throughout the country. The Civil War is arguably the most studied and written about[image: External link] episode in American history.
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In the 1860 presidential election[image: External link], Republicans[image: External link], led by Abraham Lincoln, supported banning slavery in all the U.S. territories at the time, something which the Southern states viewed as a violation of their constitutional rights and as being part of a plan to eventually abolish slavery. The three pro-Union candidates together received an overwhelming 82% majority of the votes cast nationally: Republican Lincoln's votes centered in the north, Democrat[image: External link] Stephen A. Douglas[image: External link]' votes were distributed nationally and Constitutional Unionist[image: External link] John Bell[image: External link]'s votes centered in Tennessee, Kentucky, and Virginia[image: External link]. The Republican Party, dominant in the North, secured a plurality[image: External link] of the popular votes and a majority of the electoral votes nationally, so Lincoln was constitutionally elected the first Republican president. But before his inauguration[image: External link], seven slave states with cotton[image: External link]-based economies formed the Confederacy. The first six to declare secession had the highest proportions of slaves in their populations, a total of 49 percent.[16] The first seven with state legislatures to resolve for secession included split majorities for unionists Douglas and Bell in Georgia with 51% and Louisiana[image: External link] with 55%. Alabama had voted 46% for those unionists, Mississippi with 40%, Florida[image: External link] with 38%, Texas with 25%, and South Carolina[image: External link] cast Electoral College[image: External link] votes without a popular vote for president.[17] Of these, only Texas held a referendum on secession.

Eight remaining slave states continued to reject calls for secession. Outgoing Democratic President James Buchanan[image: External link] and the incoming Republicans rejected secession as illegal. Lincoln's March 4, 1861, inaugural address[image: External link] declared that his administration would not initiate a civil war[image: External link]. Speaking directly to the "Southern States", he reaffirmed, "I have no purpose, directly or indirectly to interfere with the institution of slavery in the United States where it exists. I believe I have no lawful right to do so, and I have no inclination to do so."[18] After Confederate forces seized numerous federal forts within territory claimed by the Confederacy, efforts at compromise failed and both sides prepared for war. The Confederates assumed that European[image: External link] countries were so dependent on "King Cotton[image: External link]" that they would intervene, but none did, and none recognized the new Confederate States of America.

Hostilities began on April 12, 1861, when Confederate forces fired upon[image: External link] Fort Sumter[image: External link]. While in the Western Theater[image: External link] the Union made significant permanent gains, in the Eastern Theater[image: External link], the battle was inconclusive in 1861–1862. Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation, which made ending slavery a war goal.[19] To the west, by summer 1862 the Union destroyed the Confederate river navy, then much of their western armies, and seized New Orleans[image: External link]. The 1863 Union Siege of Vicksburg[image: External link] split the Confederacy in two at the Mississippi River. In 1863, Robert E. Lee[image: External link]'s Confederate incursion north ended at the Battle of Gettysburg[image: External link]. Western successes led to Ulysses S. Grant's command of all Union armies in 1864. Inflicting an ever-tightening naval blockade[image: External link] of Confederate ports, the Union marshaled the resources and manpower to attack the Confederacy from all directions, leading to the fall of Atlanta[image: External link] to William T. Sherman[image: External link] and his march to the sea[image: External link]. The last significant battles raged around the Siege of Petersburg[image: External link]. Lee's escape attempt ended with his surrender at Appomattox Court House[image: External link], on April 9, 1865. While the military war was coming to an end, the political reintegration of the nation was to take another 12 years of the Reconstruction Era.

The American Civil War was one of the earliest true industrial wars[image: External link]. Railroads, the telegraph[image: External link], steamships and iron-clad[image: External link] ships, and mass-produced weapons were employed extensively. The mobilization of civilian factories, mines, shipyards, banks, transportation and food supplies all foreshadowed the impact of industrialization in World War I[image: External link]. It remains the deadliest war in American history. From 1861 to 1865, it has been traditionally estimated that about 620,000 died but recent scholarship argues that 750,000 soldiers died,[20] along with an undetermined number of civilians[image: External link].[a] By one estimate, the war claimed the lives of 10 percent of all Northern males 20–45 years old, and 30 percent of all Southern white males aged 18–40.[22]
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Main articles: Origins of the American Civil War[image: External link] and Timeline of events leading to the American Civil War[image: External link]


The causes of the Civil War were complex and have been controversial since the war began. James C. Bradford wrote that the issue has been further complicated by historical revisionists[image: External link], who have tried to offer a variety of reasons for the war.[23] Slavery was the central source of escalating political tension in the 1850s. The Republican Party[image: External link] was determined to prevent any spread of slavery, and many Southern leaders had threatened secession if the Republican candidate, Lincoln, won the 1860 election[image: External link]. After Lincoln won without carrying a single Southern state, many Southern whites[image: External link] felt that disunion had become their only option, because they thought that they were losing representation, which would hamper their ability to promote pro-slavery acts and policies.[24][25]
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Contemporary actors, the Union and Confederate leadership and the fighting soldiers on both sides believed that slavery caused the Civil War. Union men mainly believed that the purpose of the war was to emancipate the slaves. Confederates fought the war in order to protect southern society, and slavery was an integral part of it.[26] From the anti-slavery perspective, the issue was primarily about whether the system of slavery was an anachronistic evil that was incompatible with Republicanism in the United States. The strategy of the anti-slavery forces was containment—to stop the expansion and thus put slavery on a path to gradual extinction.[27] The slave-holding interests in the South denounced this strategy as infringing upon their Constitutional rights.[28] Southern whites believed that the emancipation of slaves would destroy the South's economy, due to the large amount of capital invested in slaves and fears of integrating the ex-slave black population.[29]

Slavery was illegal in the North, having been outlawed in the late 18th and early 19th centuries. It was also fading in the border states and in Southern cities, but it was expanding in the highly profitable cotton districts of the South and Southwest. Subsequent writers on the American Civil War looked to several factors explaining the geographic divide, including sectionalism, protectionism, and state's rights.
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Sectionalism[image: External link] refers to the different economies, social structure, customs and political values of the North and South.[30][31] It increased steadily between 1800 and 1860 as the North, which phased slavery out of existence, industrialized, urbanized, and built prosperous farms, while the deep South concentrated on plantation agriculture based on slave labor, together with subsistence farming[image: External link] for poor freedmen[image: External link]. In the 1840s and 50s, the issue of accepting slavery (in the guise of rejecting slave-owning bishops and missionaries) split the nation's largest religious denominations (the Methodist, Baptist and Presbyterian churches) into separate Northern and Southern denominations.[32]

Historians have debated whether economic differences between the industrial Northeast and the agricultural South helped cause the war. Most historians now disagree with the economic determinism[image: External link] of historian Charles A. Beard[image: External link] in the 1920s and emphasize that Northern and Southern economies were largely complementary. While socially different, the sections economically benefited each other.[33][34]
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Historically, southern slave-holding states, because of their low cost manual labor, had little perceived need for mechanization, and supported having the right to sell cotton and purchase manufactured goods from any nation. Northern states, which had heavily invested in their still-nascent manufacturing, could not compete with the full-fledged industries of Europe in offering high prices for cotton imported from the South and low prices for manufactured exports in return. Thus, northern manufacturing interests supported tariffs and protectionism while southern planters demanded free trade.[35]

The Democrats in Congress, controlled by Southerners, wrote the tariff laws in the 1830s, 1840s, and 1850s, and kept reducing rates so that the 1857 rates were the lowest since 1816. The Whigs and Republicans complained because they favored high tariffs to stimulate industrial growth, and Republicans called for an increase in tariffs in the 1860 election. The increases were only enacted in 1861 after Southerners resigned their seats in Congress.[36][37] The tariff issue was and is sometimes cited–long after the war–by Lost Cause[image: External link] historians and neo-Confederate[image: External link] apologists. In 1860–61 none of the groups that proposed compromises to head off secession raised the tariff issue.[38] Pamphleteers North and South rarely mentioned the tariff,[39] and when some did, for instance, Matthew Fontaine Maury[image: External link][40] and John Lothrop Motley[image: External link],[41] they were generally writing for a foreign audience.
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The South argued that each state had the right to secede—leave the Union—at any time, that the Constitution was a "compact" or agreement among the states. Northerners (including President Buchanan) rejected that notion as opposed to the will of the Founding Fathers who said they were setting up a perpetual union.[42] Historian James McPherson writes concerning states' rights and other non-slavery explanations:


While one or more of these interpretations remain popular among the Sons of Confederate Veterans[image: External link] and other Southern heritage groups, few professional historians now subscribe to them. Of all these interpretations, the states'-rights argument is perhaps the weakest. It fails to ask the question, states' rights for what purpose? States' rights, or sovereignty, was always more a means than an end, an instrument to achieve a certain goal more than a principle.[43]
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Further information: Slave and free states[image: External link]


Between 1803 and 1854, the United States achieved a vast expansion of territory through purchase, negotiation, and conquest. At first, the new states carved out of these territories entering the union were apportioned equally between slave and free states. It was over territories west of the Mississippi that the proslavery and antislavery forces collided.[44]

With the conquest of northern Mexico[image: External link] west to California[image: External link] in 1848, slaveholding interests looked forward to expanding into these lands and perhaps Cuba and Central America as well.[45][46] Northern "free soil" interests vigorously sought to curtail any further expansion of slave territory. The Compromise of 1850 over California balanced a free soil state with stronger fugitive slave laws for a political settlement after four years of strife in the 1840s. But the states admitted following California were all free: Minnesota (1858), Oregon (1859) and Kansas (1861). In the southern states the question of the territorial expansion of slavery westward again became explosive.[47] Both the South and the North drew the same conclusion: "The power to decide the question of slavery for the territories was the power to determine the future of slavery itself."[48][49]

By 1860, four doctrines had emerged to answer the question of federal control in the territories, and they all claimed they were sanctioned by the Constitution, implicitly or explicitly.[50] The first of these "conservative" theories, represented by the Constitutional Union Party[image: External link], argued that the Missouri Compromise[image: External link] apportionment of territory north for free soil and south for slavery should become a Constitutional mandate. The Crittenden Compromise[image: External link] of 1860 was an expression of this view.[51]

The second doctrine of Congressional preeminence, championed by Abraham Lincoln and the Republican Party, insisted that the Constitution did not bind legislators to a policy of balance—that slavery could be excluded in a territory as it was done in the Northwest Ordinance[image: External link] of 1787 at the discretion of Congress,[52] thus Congress could restrict human bondage, but never establish it. The Wilmot Proviso[image: External link] announced this position in 1846.[53]

Senator Stephen A. Douglas proclaimed the doctrine of territorial or "popular" sovereignty – which asserted that the settlers in a territory had the same rights as states in the Union to establish or disestablish slavery as a purely local matter.[54] The Kansas–Nebraska Act[image: External link] of 1854 legislated this doctrine.[55] In Kansas Territory, years of pro and anti-slavery violence[image: External link] and political conflict erupted; the congressional House of Representatives voted to admit Kansas as a free state in early 1860, but its admission in the Senate was delayed until January 1861, after the 1860 elections when southern senators began to leave.[56]

The fourth theory was advocated by Mississippi Senator Jefferson Davis[image: External link],[57] one of state sovereignty ("states' rights"),[58] also known as the "Calhoun doctrine",[59] named after the South Carolinian political theorist and statesman John C. Calhoun[image: External link].[60] Rejecting the arguments for federal authority or self-government, state sovereignty would empower states to promote the expansion of slavery as part of the Federal Union under the U.S. Constitution.[61] "States' rights" was an ideology formulated and applied as a means of advancing slave state interests through federal authority.[62] As historian Thomas L. Krannawitter points out, the "Southern demand for federal slave protection represented a demand for an unprecedented expansion of federal power."[63][64] These four doctrines comprised the major ideologies presented to the American public on the matters of slavery, the territories and the U.S. Constitution prior to the 1860 presidential election.[65]
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Beginning in the American Revolution and accelerating after the War of 1812, the people of the United States grew in the sense that their country was a national republic based on the belief that all people had inalienable political liberty and personal rights which could serve as an important example to the rest of the world. Previous regional independence movements such as the Greek revolt[image: External link] in the Ottoman Empire[image: External link], the division and redivision of the Latin American political map, and the British-French Crimean triumph[image: External link] leading to an interest in redrawing Europe along cultural differences, all conspired to make for a time of upheaval and uncertainty about the basis of the nation-state. In the world of 19th century self-made Americans, growing in prosperity, population and expanding westward, "freedom" could mean personal liberty or property rights. The unresolved difference would cause failure—first in their political institutions, then in their civil life together.
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Nationalism was a powerful force in the early 19th century, with famous spokesmen such as Andrew Jackson[image: External link] and Daniel Webster[image: External link]. While practically all Northerners supported the Union, Southerners were split between those loyal to the entire United States (called "unionists") and those loyal primarily to the southern region and then the Confederacy.[66] C. Vann Woodward[image: External link] said of the latter group,


A great slave society ... had grown up and miraculously flourished in the heart of a thoroughly bourgeois and partly puritanical republic. It had renounced its bourgeois origins and elaborated and painfully rationalized its institutional, legal, metaphysical, and religious defenses ... When the crisis came it chose to fight. It proved to be the death struggle of a society, which went down in ruins.[67]



Perceived insults to Southern collective honor included the enormous popularity of Uncle Tom's Cabin[image: External link] (1852)[68] and the actions of abolitionist John Brown in trying to incite a slave rebellion[image: External link] in 1859.[69]

While the South moved towards a Southern nationalism, leaders in the North were also becoming more nationally minded, and they rejected any notion of splitting the Union. The Republican national electoral platform of 1860 warned that Republicans regarded disunion as treason[image: External link] and would not tolerate it: "We denounce those threats of disunion ... as denying the vital principles of a free government, and as an avowal of contemplated treason, which it is the imperative duty of an indignant people sternly to rebuke and forever silence."[70] The South ignored the warnings: Southerners did not realize how ardently the North would fight to hold the Union together.[71]
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Main article: United States presidential election, 1860[image: External link]


The election of Abraham Lincoln in November 1860 was the final trigger for secession.[72] Efforts at compromise, including the "Corwin Amendment[image: External link]" and the "Crittenden Compromise[image: External link]", failed. Southern leaders feared that Lincoln would stop the expansion of slavery and put it on a course toward extinction. The slave states, which had already become a minority in the House of Representatives, were now facing a future as a perpetual minority in the Senate and Electoral College against an increasingly powerful North. Before Lincoln took office in March 1861, seven slave states had declared their secession and joined to form the Confederacy.
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The election of Lincoln caused the legislature of South Carolina to call a state convention to consider secession. Prior to the war, South Carolina did more than any other Southern state to advance the notion that a state had the right to nullify[image: External link] federal laws and, even, secede from the United States. The convention summoned unanimously voted to secede on December 20, 1860, and adopted the "Declaration of the Immediate Causes Which Induce and Justify the Secession of South Carolina from the Federal Union[image: External link]". It argued for states' rights for slave owners in the South, but contained a complaint about states' rights in the North in the form of opposition to the Fugitive Slave Act[image: External link], claiming that Northern states were not fulfilling their federal obligations under the Constitution. The "cotton states" of Mississippi, Florida, Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana, and Texas followed suit, seceding in January and February 1861.

Among the ordinances of secession passed by the individual states, those of three—Texas, Alabama, and Virginia—specifically mentioned the plight of the 'slaveholding states' at the hands of northern abolitionists. The rest make no mention of the slavery issue, and are often brief announcements of the dissolution of ties by the legislatures.[73] However, at least four states—South Carolina,[74] Mississippi,[75] Georgia,[76] and Texas[77] also passed lengthy and detailed explanations of their causes for secession, all of which laid the blame squarely on the movement to abolish slavery and that movement's influence over the politics of the northern states. The southern states believed slaveholding was a constitutional right because of the Fugitive slave clause[image: External link] of the Constitution.

These states agreed to form a new federal government, the Confederate States of America[image: External link], on February 4, 1861.[78] They took control of federal forts and other properties within their boundaries with little resistance from outgoing President James Buchanan[image: External link], whose term ended on March 4, 1861. Buchanan said that the Dred Scott decision[image: External link] was proof that the South had no reason for secession, and that the Union "... was intended to be perpetual," but that, "The power by force of arms to compel a State to remain in the Union," was not among the "... enumerated powers granted to Congress."[79] One quarter of the U.S. Army—the entire garrison in Texas—was surrendered in February 1861 to state forces by its commanding general, David E. Twiggs[image: External link], who then joined the Confederacy.

As Southerners resigned their seats in the Senate and the House, Republicans were able to pass bills for projects that had been blocked by Southern Senators before the war, including the Morrill Tariff[image: External link], land grant colleges (the Morrill Act[image: External link]), a Homestead Act[image: External link], a transcontinental railroad (the Pacific Railway Acts[image: External link]),[80] the National Banking Act[image: External link] and the authorization of United States Notes[image: External link] by the Legal Tender Act of 1862. The Revenue Act of 1861[image: External link] introduced the income tax[image: External link] to help finance the war.

On December 18, 1860, the Crittenden Compromise[image: External link] was proposed to re-establish the Missouri Compromise[image: External link] line by constitutionally banning slavery in territories to the north of the line while guaranteeing it to the south. The adoption of this compromise likely would have prevented the secession of every southern state apart from South Carolina, but Lincoln and the Republicans rejected it.[81] It was then proposed to hold a national referendum on the compromise. The Republicans again rejected the idea, although a majority of both Northerners and Southerners would have voted in favor of it.[82] A pre-war February Peace Conference of 1861[image: External link] met in Washington, proposing a solution similar to that of the Crittenden compromise, it was rejected by Congress. The Republicans proposed an alternative compromise[image: External link] to not interfere with slavery where it existed but the South regarded it as insufficient. Nonetheless, the remaining eight slave states rejected pleas to join the Confederacy following a two-to-one no-vote in Virginia's First Secessionist Convention on April 4, 1861.[83]

On March 4, 1861, Abraham Lincoln was sworn in as President. In his inaugural address[image: External link], he argued that the Constitution was a more perfect union[image: External link] than the earlier Articles of Confederation and Perpetual Union[image: External link], that it was a binding contract, and called any secession "legally void".[84] He had no intent to invade Southern states, nor did he intend to end slavery where it existed, but said that he would use force to maintain possession of Federal property. The government would make no move to recover post offices, and if resisted, mail delivery would end at state lines. Where popular conditions did not allow peaceful enforcement of Federal law, U.S. Marshals and Judges would be withdrawn. No mention was made of bullion lost from U.S. mints in Louisiana, Georgia and North Carolina. In Lincoln's inaugural address, he stated that it would be U.S. policy to only collect import duties at its ports; there could be no serious injury to the South to justify armed revolution during his administration. His speech closed with a plea for restoration of the bonds of union, famously calling on "the mystic chords of memory" binding the two regions.[85]

The South sent delegations to Washington and offered to pay for the federal properties and enter into a peace treaty with the United States. Lincoln rejected any negotiations with Confederate agents because he claimed the Confederacy was not a legitimate government, and that making any treaty with it would be tantamount to recognition of it as a sovereign government.[86] Secretary of State William Seward[image: External link] who at that time saw himself as the real governor or "prime minister" behind the throne of the inexperienced Lincoln, engaged in unauthorized and indirect negotiations that failed.[86] President Lincoln was determined to hold all remaining Union-occupied forts in the Confederacy, Fort Monroe[image: External link] in Virginia, in Florida, Fort Pickens[image: External link], Fort Jefferson[image: External link], and Fort Taylor[image: External link], and in the cockpit of secession, Charleston, South Carolina's Fort Sumter[image: External link].
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Main article: Battle of Fort Sumter[image: External link]


Fort Sumter was located in the middle of the harbor of Charleston[image: External link], South Carolina, where the U.S. fort's garrison had withdrawn to avoid incidents with local militias in the streets of the city. Unlike Buchanan, who allowed commanders to relinquish possession to avoid bloodshed, Lincoln required Maj. Anderson to hold on until fired upon. Jefferson Davis ordered the surrender of the fort. Anderson gave a conditional reply that the Confederate government rejected, and Davis ordered P. G. T. Beauregard[image: External link] to attack the fort before a relief expedition could arrive. Troops under Beauregard bombarded Fort Sumter on April 12–13, forcing its capitulation.

The attack on Fort Sumter rallied the North to the defense of American nationalism. Historian Allan Nevins says:


	The thunderclap of Sumter produced a startling crystallization of Northern sentiment. ... Anger swept the land. From every side came news of mass meetings, speeches, resolutions, tenders of business support, the muster of companies and regiments, the determined action of governors and legislatures."[87][88]




However, much of the North's attitude was based on the false belief that only a minority of Southerners were actually in favor of secession and that there were large numbers of southern Unionists that could be counted on. Had Northerners realized that most Southerners really did favor secession, they might have hesitated at attempting the enormous task of conquering a united South.[89]

Lincoln called on all the states to send forces to recapture the fort and other federal properties. With the scale of the rebellion apparently small so far, Lincoln called for only 75,000 volunteers[image: External link] for 90 days.[90] The governor of Massachusetts had state regiments on trains headed south the next day. In western Missouri, local secessionists seized Liberty Arsenal[image: External link].[91] On May 3, 1861, Lincoln called for an additional 42,000 volunteers for a period of three years.[92]

Four states in the middle and upper South had repeatedly rejected Confederate overtures, but now Virginia[image: External link], Tennessee[image: External link], Arkansas[image: External link], and North Carolina[image: External link] refused to send forces against their neighbors, declared their secession, and joined the Confederacy. To reward Virginia, the Confederate capital was moved to Richmond[image: External link].[93]
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Main article: Border states (American Civil War)[image: External link]


Maryland, Delaware, Missouri, and Kentucky were slave states that were opposed to both secession and coercing the South. West Virginia then joined them as an additional border state after it separated from Virginia[image: External link] and became a state of the Union[image: External link] in 1863.

Maryland's territory surrounded the United States' capital of Washington, DC[image: External link] and could cut it off from the North.[94] It had numerous anti-Lincoln officials who tolerated anti-army rioting in Baltimore[image: External link] and the burning of bridges, both aimed at hindering the passage of troops to the South. Maryland's legislature voted overwhelmingly (53–13) to stay in the Union, but also rejected hostilities with its southern neighbors, voting to close Maryland's rail lines to prevent them from being used for war.[95] Lincoln responded by establishing martial law[image: External link], and unilaterally suspending habeas corpus[image: External link], in Maryland, along with sending in militia units from the North.[96] Lincoln rapidly took control of Maryland and the District of Columbia, by seizing many prominent figures, including arresting 1/3 of the members of the Maryland General Assembly[image: External link] on the day it reconvened.[95][97] All were held without trial, ignoring a ruling by the Chief Justice of the U.S. Supreme Court Roger Taney[image: External link], a Maryland native, that only Congress (and not the president) could suspend habeas corpus (Ex parte Merryman[image: External link]). Indeed, federal troops imprisoned a prominent Baltimore newspaper editor, Frank Key Howard[image: External link], Francis Scott Key's grandson, after he criticized Lincoln in an editorial for ignoring the Supreme Court Chief Justice's ruling.[98]

In Missouri, an elected convention[image: External link] on secession voted decisively to remain within the Union. When pro-Confederate Governor Claiborne F. Jackson[image: External link] called out the state militia, it was attacked by federal forces under General Nathaniel Lyon[image: External link], who chased the governor and the rest of the State Guard to the southwestern corner of the state. (See also: Missouri secession[image: External link]). In the resulting vacuum, the convention on secession reconvened and took power as the Unionist provisional government of Missouri.[99]

Kentucky did not secede; for a time, it declared itself neutral. When Confederate forces entered the state in September 1861, neutrality ended and the state reaffirmed its Union status, while trying to maintain slavery. During a brief invasion by Confederate forces, Confederate sympathizers organized a secession convention, inaugurated a governor, and gained recognition from the Confederacy. The rebel government soon went into exile and never controlled Kentucky.[100]

After Virginia's secession, a Unionist government[image: External link] in Wheeling[image: External link] asked 48 counties to vote on an ordinance to create a new state on October 24, 1861. A voter turnout of 34 percent approved the statehood bill (96 percent approving).[101] The inclusion of 24 secessionist counties[102] in the state and the ensuing guerrilla war engaged about 40,000 Federal troops for much of the war.[103][104] Congress admitted West Virginia to the Union on June 20, 1863. West Virginia provided about 20,000–22,000 soldiers to both the Confederacy and the Union.[105]

A Unionist secession attempt occurred in East Tennessee[image: External link], but was suppressed by the Confederacy, which arrested over 3,000 men suspected of being loyal to the Union. They were held without trial.[106]
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 War




See also: List of American Civil War battles[image: External link] and Military leadership in the American Civil War[image: External link]


The Civil War was a contest marked by the ferocity and frequency of battle. Over four years, 237 named battles were fought, as were many more minor actions and skirmishes, which were often characterized by their bitter intensity and high casualties. In his book The American Civil War, John Keegan writes that "The American Civil War was to prove one of the most ferocious wars ever fought". Without geographic objectives, the only target for each side was the enemy's soldier.[107]
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As the first seven states began organizing a Confederacy in Montgomery, the entire U.S. army numbered 16,000. However, Northern governors had begun to mobilize their militias.[108] The Confederate Congress authorized the new nation up to 100,000 troops sent by governors as early as February. By May, Jefferson Davis was pushing for 100,000 men under arms for one year or the duration, and that was answered in kind by the U.S. Congress.[109]

In the first year of the war, both sides had far more volunteers than they could effectively train and equip. After the initial enthusiasm faded, reliance on the cohort of young men who came of age every year and wanted to join was not enough. Both sides used a draft law— conscription[image: External link]—as a device to encourage or force volunteering; relatively few were actually drafted and served. The Confederacy passed a draft law in April 1862 for young men aged 18 to 35; overseers of slaves, government officials, and clergymen were exempt.[110] The U.S. Congress followed in July, authorizing a militia draft within a state when it could not meet its quota with volunteers. European immigrants[image: External link] joined the Union Army[image: External link] in large numbers, including 177,000 born in Germany and 144,000 born in Ireland.[111]

When the Emancipation Proclamation went into effect in January 1863, ex-slaves were energetically recruited by the states, and used to meet the state quotas. States and local communities offered higher and higher cash bonuses for white volunteers. Congress tightened the law in March 1863. Men selected in the draft could provide substitutes or, until mid-1864, pay commutation money. Many eligibles pooled their money to cover the cost of anyone drafted. Families used the substitute provision to select which man should go into the army and which should stay home. There was much evasion and overt resistance to the draft, especially in Catholic areas. The great draft riot in New York City in July 1863[image: External link] involved Irish immigrants who had been signed up as citizens to swell the vote of the city's Democratic political machine[image: External link], not realizing it made them liable for the draft.[112] Of the 168,649 men procured for the Union through the draft, 117,986 were substitutes, leaving only 50,663 who had their personal services conscripted.[113]

In both the North and South, the draft laws were highly unpopular. In the North, some 120,000 men evaded conscription, many of them fleeing to Canada, and another 280,000 soldiers deserted during the war.[114] At least 100,000 Southerners deserted, or about 10 percent. In the South, many men deserted temporarily to take care of their distressed families, then returned to their units.[115] In the North, "bounty jumpers" enlisted to get the generous bonus, deserted, then went back to a second recruiting station under a different name to sign up again for a second bonus; 141 were caught and executed.[116]

From a tiny frontier force in 1860, the Union and Confederate armies had grown into the "largest and most efficient armies in the world" within a few years. European observers at the time dismissed them as amateur and unprofessional, but British historian John Keegan[image: External link]'s assessment is that each outmatched the French, Prussian and Russian armies of the time, and but for the Atlantic, would have threatened any of them with defeat.[117]
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Perman and Taylor (2010) say that historians are of two minds on why millions of men seemed so eager to fight, suffer and die over four years:


Some historians emphasize that Civil War soldiers were driven by political ideology, holding firm beliefs about the importance of liberty, Union, or state rights, or about the need to protect or to destroy slavery. Others point to less overtly political reasons to fight, such as the defense of one's home and family, or the honor and brotherhood to be preserved when fighting alongside other men. Most historians agree that no matter what a soldier thought about when he went into the war, the experience of combat affected him profoundly and sometimes altered his reasons for continuing the fight.[118]
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Main article: American Civil War prison camps[image: External link]


At the start of the civil war, a system of paroles operated. Captives agreed not to fight until they were officially exchanged. Meanwhile, they were held in camps run by their own army where they were paid but not allowed to perform any military duties.[119] The system of exchanges collapsed in 1863 when the Confederacy refused to exchange black prisoners. After that, about 56,000 of the 409,000 POWs died in prisons during the war, accounting for nearly 10 percent of the conflict's fatalities.[120]
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The small U.S. Navy[image: External link] of 1861 was rapidly enlarged to 6,000 officers and 45,000 men in 1865, with 671 vessels, having a tonnage of 510,396.[121][122] Its mission was to blockade Confederate ports, take control of the river system, defend against Confederate raiders on the high seas, and be ready for a possible war with the British Royal Navy[image: External link].[123] Meanwhile, the main riverine war was fought in the West, where a series of major rivers gave access to the Confederate heartland, if the U.S. Navy could take control. In the East, the Navy supplied and moved army forces about, and occasionally shelled Confederate installations.
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Main article: Union blockade[image: External link]


By early 1861, General Winfield Scott[image: External link] had devised the Anaconda Plan[image: External link] to win the war with as little bloodshed as possible.[124] Scott argued that a Union blockade of the main ports would weaken the Confederate economy. Lincoln adopted parts of the plan, but he overruled Scott's caution about 90-day volunteers. Public opinion, however, demanded an immediate attack by the army to capture Richmond.[125]

In April 1861, Lincoln announced the Union blockade of all Southern ports; commercial ships could not get insurance and regular traffic ended. The South blundered in embargoing cotton exports in 1861 before the blockade was effective; by the time they realized the mistake, it was too late. "King Cotton" was dead, as the South could export less than 10 percent of its cotton. The blockade shut down the ten Confederate seaports with railheads that moved almost all the cotton, especially New Orleans, Mobile, and Charleston. By June 1861, warships were stationed off the principal Southern ports, and a year later nearly 300 ships were in service.[126]
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The Civil War occurred during the early stages of the industrial revolution and subsequently many naval innovations emerged during this time, most notably the advent of the ironclad warship[image: External link]. It began when the Confederacy, knowing they had to meet or match the Union's naval superiority, responded to the Union blockade by building or converting more than 130 vessels, including twenty-six ironclads and floating batteries.[127] Only half of these saw active service. Many were equipped with ram bows, creating "ram fever" among Union squadrons wherever they threatened. But in the face of overwhelming Union superiority and the Union's own ironclad warships, they were unsuccessful.[128]

The Confederacy experimented with a submarine[image: External link], which did not work well,[129] and with building an ironclad ship, the CSS Virginia[image: External link], which was based on rebuilding a sunken Union ship, the Merrimack[image: External link]. On its first foray on March 8, 1862, the Virginia inflicted significant damage to the Union's wooden fleet, but the next day the first Union ironclad, the USS Monitor[image: External link], arrived to challenge it in the Chesapeake Bay[image: External link]. The resulting three hour battle between the Ironclads[image: External link] was a draw, but it marked the worldwide transition to ironclad warships.[130] Not long after the battle the Confederacy was forced to scuttle the Virginia to prevent its capture, while the Union built many copies of the Monitor. Lacking the technology and infrastructure to build effective warships, the Confederacy attempted to obtain warships from Britain.[131]
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Main article: Blockade runners of the American Civil War[image: External link]


British investors built small, fast, steam-driven blockade runners[image: External link] that traded arms and luxuries brought in from Britain through Bermuda, Cuba, and the Bahamas in return for high-priced cotton. Many of the ships were designed for speed and were so small that only a small amount of cotton went out.[132] When the Union Navy seized a blockade runner, the ship and cargo were condemned as a Prize of war[image: External link] and sold, with the proceeds given to the Navy sailors; the captured crewmen were mostly British and they were simply released.[133] The Southern economy nearly collapsed during the war. There were multiple reasons for this: the severe deterioration of food supplies, especially in cities, the failure of Southern railroads, the loss of control of the main rivers, foraging by Northern armies, and the seizure of animals and crops by Confederate armies. Most historians agree that the blockade was a major factor in ruining the Confederate economy, however, Wise argues that the blockade runners provided just enough of a lifeline to allow Lee to continue fighting for additional months, thanks to fresh supplies of 400,000 rifles, lead, blankets, and boots that the homefront economy could no longer supply.[134]
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Surdam argues that the blockade was a powerful weapon that eventually ruined the Southern economy, at the cost of few lives in combat. Practically, the entire Confederate cotton crop was useless (although it was sold to Union traders), costing the Confederacy its main source of income. Critical imports were scarce and the coastal trade was largely ended as well.[135] The measure of the blockade's success was not the few ships that slipped through, but the thousands that never tried it. Merchant ships owned in Europe could not get insurance and were too slow to evade the blockade; they simply stopped calling at Confederate ports.[136]

To fight an offensive war, the Confederacy purchased ships from Britain, converted them to warships, and raided American merchant ships in the Atlantic and Pacific oceans. Insurance rates skyrocketed and the American flag virtually disappeared from international waters. However, the same ships were reflagged with European flags and continued unmolested.[128] After the war, the U.S. demanded that Britain pay for the damage done, and Britain paid the U.S. $15 million in 1871.[137]
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The 1862 Union strategy called for simultaneous advances along four axes:[138]


	McClellan would lead the main thrust in Virginia towards Richmond.

	Ohio forces would advance through Kentucky into Tennessee.

	The Missouri Department would drive south along the Mississippi River.

	The westernmost attack would originate from Kansas.



Ulysses Grant used river transport and Andrew Foote's[image: External link] gunboats of the Western Flotilla to threaten the Confederacy's "Gibraltar of the West" at Columbus, Kentucky. Though rebuffed at Belmont, Grant cut off Columbus. The Confederates, lacking their own gunboats, were forced to retreat and the Union took control of western Kentucky in March 1862.[139]

In addition to ocean-going warships coming up the Mississippi, the Union Navy used timberclads, tinclads, and armored gunboats. Shipyards at Cairo, Illinois, and St. Louis built new boats or modified steamboats for action.[140] They took control of the Red, Tennessee, Cumberland, Mississippi, and Ohio rivers after victories at Fort Henry[image: External link] (February 6, 1862) and Fort Donelson[image: External link] (February 11 to 16, 1862), and supplied Grant's forces as he moved into Tennessee. At Shiloh[image: External link] (Pittsburg Landing), in Tennessee in April 1862, the Confederates made a surprise attack that pushed Union forces against the river as night fell. Overnight, the Navy landed additional reinforcements, and Grant counter-attacked. Grant and the Union won a decisive victory—the first battle with the high casualty rates that would repeat over and over.[141] Memphis fell to Union forces[image: External link] on June 6, 1862, and became a key base for further advances south along the Mississippi River. On April 24, 1862, U.S. Naval forces under Farragut[image: External link] ran past Confederate defenses south of New Orleans. Confederate forces abandoned the city, giving the Union a critical anchor in the deep South.[142]

Naval forces assisted Grant in the long, complex Vicksburg Campaign[image: External link] that resulted in the Confederates surrendering at Vicksburg, Mississippi[image: External link] in July 1863, and in the Union fully controlling the Mississippi River soon after.[143]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Eastern theater




For more details on this topic, see Eastern Theater of the American Civil War[image: External link].

In one of the first highly visible battles, a march by Union troops under the command of Maj. Gen.[image: External link] Irvin McDowell[image: External link] on the Confederate forces near Washington was repulsed.

Maj. Gen. George B. McClellan[image: External link] took command of the Union Army of the Potomac[image: External link] on July 26 (he was briefly general-in-chief of all the Union armies, but was subsequently relieved of that post in favor of Maj. Gen. Henry W. Halleck[image: External link]), and the war began in earnest in 1862. Upon the strong urging of President Lincoln to begin offensive operations, McClellan attacked Virginia in the spring of 1862 by way of the peninsula[image: External link] between the York River[image: External link] and James River[image: External link], southeast of Richmond. Although McClellan's army reached the gates of Richmond in the Peninsula Campaign[image: External link],[144][145][146] Johnston[image: External link] halted his advance at the Battle of Seven Pines[image: External link], then General Robert E. Lee[image: External link] and top subordinates James Longstreet[image: External link] and Stonewall Jackson defeated McClellan in the Seven Days Battles[image: External link] and forced his retreat.[147] The Northern Virginia Campaign[image: External link], which included the Second Battle of Bull Run[image: External link], ended in yet another victory for the South.[148] McClellan resisted General-in-Chief Halleck's orders to send reinforcements to John Pope's[image: External link] Union Army of Virginia[image: External link], which made it easier for Lee's Confederates to defeat twice the number of combined enemy troops.

Emboldened by Second Bull Run, the Confederacy made its first invasion of the North. General Lee led 45,000 men of the Army of Northern Virginia[image: External link] across the Potomac River into Maryland on September 5. Lincoln then restored Pope's troops to McClellan. McClellan and Lee fought at the Battle of Antietam[image: External link] near Sharpsburg[image: External link], Maryland, on September 17, 1862, the bloodiest single day in United States military history.[147][149] Lee's army, checked at last, returned to Virginia before McClellan could destroy it. Antietam is considered a Union victory because it halted Lee's invasion of the North and provided an opportunity for Lincoln to announce his Emancipation Proclamation.[150]

When the cautious McClellan failed to follow up on Antietam, he was replaced by Maj. Gen. Ambrose Burnside[image: External link]. Burnside was soon defeated at the Battle of Fredericksburg[image: External link][151] on December 13, 1862, when more than 12,000 Union soldiers were killed or wounded during repeated futile frontal assaults against Marye's Heights. After the battle, Burnside was replaced by Maj. Gen. Joseph Hooker[image: External link].

Hooker, too, proved unable to defeat Lee's army; despite outnumbering the Confederates by more than two to one, he was humiliated in the Battle of Chancellorsville[image: External link] in May 1863.[152] Gen. Stonewall Jackson was shot in the arm by accidental friendly fire during the battle and subsequently died of complications.[153] Gen. Hooker was replaced by Maj. Gen. George Meade[image: External link] during Lee's second invasion of the North, in June. Meade defeated Lee at the Battle of Gettysburg[image: External link] (July 1 to 3, 1863).[154] This was the bloodiest battle of the war, and has been called the war's turning point[image: External link]. Pickett's Charge[image: External link] on July 3 is often considered the high-water mark of the Confederacy[image: External link] because it signaled the collapse of serious Confederate threats of victory. Lee's army suffered 28,000 casualties (versus Meade's 23,000).[155] However, Lincoln was angry that Meade failed to intercept Lee's retreat, and after Meade's inconclusive fall campaign, Lincoln turned to the Western Theater for new leadership. At the same time, the Confederate stronghold of Vicksburg surrendered, giving the Union control of the Mississippi River, permanently isolating the western Confederacy, and producing the new leader Lincoln needed, Ulysses S. Grant.
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For more details on this topic, see Western Theater of the American Civil War[image: External link].

While the Confederate forces had numerous successes in the Eastern Theater, they were defeated many times in the West. They were driven from Missouri early in the war as a result of the Battle of Pea Ridge[image: External link].[156] Leonidas Polk[image: External link]'s invasion of Columbus[image: External link], Kentucky ended Kentucky's policy of neutrality and turned that state against the Confederacy. Nashville[image: External link] and central Tennessee fell to the Union early in 1862, leading to attrition of local food supplies and livestock and a breakdown in social organization.

The Mississippi was opened to Union traffic to the southern border of Tennessee with the taking of Island No. 10[image: External link] and New Madrid[image: External link], Missouri, and then Memphis, Tennessee[image: External link]. In April 1862, the Union Navy[image: External link] captured New Orleans,[157] which allowed Union forces to begin moving up the Mississippi. Only the fortress city of Vicksburg[image: External link], Mississippi, prevented Union control of the entire river.

General Braxton Bragg[image: External link]'s second Confederate invasion of Kentucky ended with a meaningless victory over Maj. Gen. Don Carlos Buell[image: External link] at the Battle of Perryville[image: External link], although Bragg was forced to end his attempt at invading Kentucky and retreat due to lack of support for the Confederacy in that state.[158] Bragg was narrowly defeated by Maj. Gen. William Rosecrans[image: External link] at the Battle of Stones River[image: External link] in Tennessee.[159]

The one clear Confederate victory in the West was the Battle of Chickamauga[image: External link]. Bragg, reinforced by Lt. Gen. James Longstreet[image: External link]'s corps (from Lee's army in the east), defeated Rosecrans, despite the heroic defensive stand of Maj. Gen. George Henry Thomas[image: External link]. Rosecrans retreated to Chattanooga[image: External link], which Bragg then besieged.

The Union's key strategist and tactician in the West was Ulysses S. Grant, who won victories at Forts Henry[image: External link] and Donelson[image: External link] (by which the Union seized control of the Tennessee[image: External link] and Cumberland[image: External link] Rivers); the Battle of Shiloh[image: External link];[160] and the Battle of Vicksburg[image: External link],[161] which cemented Union control of the Mississippi River and is considered one of the turning points[image: External link] of the war. Grant marched to the relief of Rosecrans and defeated Bragg at the Third Battle of Chattanooga[image: External link],[162] driving Confederate forces out of Tennessee and opening a route to Atlanta and the heart of the Confederacy.
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For more details on Missouri in the Civil War, see Trans-Mississippi Theater of the American Civil War[image: External link].

Extensive guerrilla warfare[image: External link] characterized the trans-Mississippi region, as the Confederacy lacked the troops and the logistics to support regular armies that could challenge Union control.[165] Roving Confederate bands such as Quantrill's Raiders[image: External link] terrorized the countryside, striking both military installations and civilian settlements.[166] The "Sons of Liberty" and "Order of the American Knights" attacked pro-Union people, elected officeholders, and unarmed uniformed soldiers. These partisans could not be entirely driven out of the state of Missouri until an entire regular Union infantry division was engaged.

By 1864, these violent activities harmed the nationwide anti-war movement organizing against the re-election of Lincoln. Missouri not only stayed in the Union, Lincoln took 70 percent of the vote for re-election.[163]

Numerous small-scale military actions south and west of Missouri sought to control Indian Territory[image: External link] and New Mexico Territory[image: External link] for the Union. The Union repulsed Confederate incursions into New Mexico in 1862, and the exiled Arizona government withdrew into Texas. In the Indian Territory, civil war broke out within tribes. About 12,000 Indian warriors fought for the Confederacy, and smaller numbers for the Union.[167] The most prominent Cherokee was Brigadier General Stand Watie[image: External link], the last Confederate general to surrender.[168]

After the fall of Vicksburg[image: External link] in July 1863, General Kirby Smith[image: External link] in Texas was informed by Jefferson Davis that he could expect no further help from east of the Mississippi River. Although he lacked resources to beat Union armies, he built up a formidable arsenal at Tyler, along with his own Kirby Smithdom economy, a virtual "independent fiefdom" in Texas, including railroad construction and international smuggling. The Union in turn did not directly engage him.[169] Its 1864 Red River Campaign[image: External link] to take Shreveport, Louisiana was a failure and Texas remained in Confederate hands throughout the war.
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 End of the war
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At the beginning of 1864, Lincoln made Grant commander of all Union armies. Grant made his headquarters with the Army of the Potomac, and put Maj. Gen. William Tecumseh Sherman[image: External link] in command of most of the western armies. Grant understood the concept of total war[image: External link] and believed, along with Lincoln and Sherman, that only the utter defeat of Confederate forces and their economic base would end the war.[170] This was total war not in killing civilians but rather in taking provisions and forage and destroying homes, farms, and railroads, that Grant said "would otherwise have gone to the support of secession and rebellion. This policy I believe exercised a material influence in hastening the end."[171] Grant devised a coordinated strategy that would strike at the entire Confederacy from multiple directions. Generals George Meade[image: External link] and Benjamin Butler[image: External link] were ordered to move against Lee near Richmond, General Franz Sigel[image: External link] (and later Philip Sheridan[image: External link]) were to attack the Shenandoah Valley[image: External link], General Sherman was to capture Atlanta and march to the sea (the Atlantic Ocean), Generals George Crook[image: External link] and William W. Averell[image: External link] were to operate against railroad supply lines in West Virginia, and Maj. Gen. Nathaniel P. Banks[image: External link] was to capture Mobile[image: External link], Alabama.[172]

Grant's army set out on the Overland Campaign[image: External link] with the goal of drawing Lee into a defense of Richmond, where they would attempt to pin down and destroy the Confederate army. The Union army first attempted to maneuver past Lee and fought several battles, notably at the Wilderness[image: External link], Spotsylvania[image: External link], and Cold Harbor[image: External link]. These battles resulted in heavy losses on both sides, and forced Lee's Confederates to fall back repeatedly. An attempt to outflank Lee from the south failed under Butler, who was trapped inside the Bermuda Hundred[image: External link] river bend. Each battle resulted in setbacks for the Union that mirrored what they had suffered under prior generals, though unlike those prior generals, Grant fought on rather than retreat. Grant was tenacious and kept pressing Lee's Army of Northern Virginia back to Richmond. While Lee was preparing for an attack on Richmond, Grant unexpectedly turned south to cross the James River[image: External link] and began the protracted Siege of Petersburg[image: External link], where the two armies engaged in trench warfare[image: External link] for over nine months.[173]

Grant finally found a commander, General Philip Sheridan[image: External link], aggressive enough to prevail in the Valley Campaigns of 1864[image: External link]. Sheridan was initially repelled at the Battle of New Market[image: External link] by former U.S. Vice President and Confederate Gen. John C. Breckinridge[image: External link]. The Battle of New Market was the Confederacy's last major victory of the war. After redoubling his efforts, Sheridan defeated Maj. Gen. Jubal A. Early[image: External link] in a series of battles, including a final decisive defeat at the Battle of Cedar Creek[image: External link]. Sheridan then proceeded to destroy the agricultural base of the Shenandoah Valley[image: External link], a strategy similar to the tactics Sherman later employed in Georgia.[174]

Meanwhile, Sherman maneuvered from Chattanooga to Atlanta, defeating Confederate Generals Joseph E. Johnston[image: External link] and John Bell Hood[image: External link] along the way. The fall of Atlanta[image: External link] on September 2, 1864, guaranteed the reelection of Lincoln as president.[175] Hood left the Atlanta area to swing around and menace Sherman's supply lines and invade Tennessee in the Franklin-Nashville Campaign[image: External link]. Union Maj. Gen. John Schofield[image: External link] defeated Hood at the Battle of Franklin[image: External link], and George H. Thomas[image: External link] dealt Hood a massive defeat at the Battle of Nashville[image: External link], effectively destroying Hood's army.[176]

Leaving Atlanta, and his base of supplies, Sherman's army marched with an unknown destination, laying waste to about 20 percent of the farms in Georgia in his "March to the Sea[image: External link]". He reached the Atlantic Ocean at Savannah[image: External link], Georgia in December 1864. Sherman's army was followed by thousands of freed slaves; there were no major battles along the March. Sherman turned north through South Carolina and North Carolina to approach the Confederate Virginia lines from the south, increasing the pressure on Lee's army.[177]

Lee's army, thinned by desertion and casualties, was now much smaller than Grant's. One last Confederate attempt to break the Union hold on Petersburg failed at the decisive Battle of Five Forks[image: External link] (sometimes called "the Waterloo[image: External link] of the Confederacy") on April 1. This meant that the Union now controlled the entire perimeter surrounding Richmond-Petersburg, completely cutting it off from the Confederacy. Realizing that the capital was now lost, Lee decided to evacuate his army. The Confederate capital fell to the Union XXV Corps[image: External link], composed of black troops. The remaining Confederate units fled west after a defeat at Sayler's Creek[image: External link].[178]
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Main article: Conclusion of the American Civil War[image: External link]


Initially, Lee did not intend to surrender, but planned to regroup at the village of Appomattox Court House[image: External link], where supplies were to be waiting, and then continue the war. Grant chased Lee and got in front of him, so that when Lee's army reached Appomattox Court House, they were surrounded. After an initial battle, Lee decided that the fight was now hopeless, and surrendered his Army of Northern Virginia on April 9, 1865, at the McLean House[image: External link].[179] In an untraditional gesture and as a sign of Grant's respect and anticipation of peacefully restoring Confederate states to the Union, Lee was permitted to keep his sword and his horse, Traveller[image: External link].

On April 14, 1865, President Lincoln was shot by John Wilkes Booth[image: External link], a Southern sympathizer. Lincoln died early the next morning, and Andrew Johnson[image: External link] became the president. Meanwhile, Confederate forces across the South surrendered as news of Lee's surrender reached them.[180] On April 26, 1865, General Joseph E. Johnston[image: External link] surrendered nearly 90,000 men of the Army of Tennessee[image: External link] to Major General William T. Sherman[image: External link] at the Bennett Place[image: External link] near present-day Durham, North Carolina. It proved to be the largest surrender of Confederate forces, effectively bringing the war to an end. President Johnson officially declared a virtual end to the insurrection on May 9, 1865; President Jefferson Davis[image: External link] was captured the following day.[1] On June 2, Kirby Smith officially surrendered his troops in the Trans-Mississippi Department.[181] On June 23, Cherokee leader Stand Watie[image: External link] became the last Confederate General to surrender his forces.[182]
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Main article: Diplomacy of the American Civil War[image: External link]


Though the Confederacy hoped that Britain and France would join them against the Union, this was never likely, and so they instead tried to bring Britain and France in as mediators.[183][184] The Union, under Lincoln and Secretary of State William H. Seward[image: External link] worked to block this, and threatened war if any country officially recognized the existence of the Confederate States of America. In 1861, Southerners voluntarily embargoed cotton shipments, hoping to start an economic depression in Europe that would force Britain to enter the war to get cotton, but this did not work. Worse, Europe developed other cotton suppliers, which they found superior, hindering the South's recovery after the war.[185]

Cotton diplomacy[image: External link] proved a failure as Europe had a surplus of cotton, while the 1860–62 crop failures in Europe made the North's grain exports of critical importance. It also helped to turn European opinion further away from the Confederacy. It was said that "King Corn was more powerful than King Cotton", as U.S. grain went from a quarter of the British import trade to almost half.[185] When Britain did face a cotton shortage, it was temporary, being replaced by increased cultivation in Egypt and India. Meanwhile, the war created employment for arms makers, ironworkers, and British ships to transport weapons.[186]

Lincoln's foreign policy was deficient in 1861 in terms of appealing to European public opinion. Diplomats had to explain that United States was not committed to the ending of slavery, but instead they repeated legalistic arguments about the unconstitutionality of secession. Confederate spokesman, on the other hand, were much more successful by ignoring slavery and instead focusing on their struggle for liberty, their commitment to free trade, and the essential role of cotton in the European economy. In addition, the European aristocracy (the dominant factor in every major country) was "absolutely gleeful in pronouncing the American debacle as proof that the entire experiment in popular government had failed. European government leaders welcomed the fragmentation of the ascendant American Republic."[187]

U.S. minister[image: External link] to Britain Charles Francis Adams[image: External link] proved particularly adept and convinced Britain not to boldly challenge the blockade. The Confederacy purchased several warships from commercial shipbuilders in Britain (CSS Alabama[image: External link], CSS Shenandoah[image: External link], CSS Tennessee[image: External link], CSS Tallahassee[image: External link], CSS Florida[image: External link], and some others). The most famous, the CSS Alabama[image: External link], did considerable damage and led to serious postwar disputes[image: External link]. However, public opinion against slavery created a political liability for politicians in Britain, where the antislavery movement was powerful.[188]

War loomed in late 1861 between the U.S. and Britain over the Trent affair[image: External link], involving the U.S. Navy's boarding of the British ship Trent[image: External link] and seizure of two Confederate diplomats. However, London and Washington were able to smooth over the problem after Lincoln released the two. In 1862, the British considered mediation between North and South– though even such an offer would have risked war with the U.S. British Prime Minister Lord Palmerston[image: External link] reportedly read Uncle Tom's Cabin[image: External link] three times when deciding on this.[189]

The Union victory in the Battle of Antietam[image: External link] caused them to delay this decision. The Emancipation Proclamation over time would reinforce the political liability of supporting the Confederacy. Despite sympathy for the Confederacy, France's own seizure of Mexico[image: External link] ultimately deterred them from war with the Union. Confederate offers late in the war to end slavery in return for diplomatic recognition were not seriously considered by London or Paris. After 1863, the Polish revolt against Russia[image: External link] further distracted the European powers, and ensured that they would remain neutral.[190]
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The causes of the war[image: External link], the reasons for its outcome, and even the name of the war itself[image: External link] are subjects of lingering contention today. The North and West grew rich while the once-rich South became poor for a century. The national political power of the slaveowners and rich southerners ended. Historians are less sure about the results of the postwar Reconstruction, especially regarding the second class citizenship of the Freedmen and their poverty.[191]

Historians have debated whether the Confederacy could have won the war. Most scholars, such as James McPherson[image: External link], argue that Confederate victory was at least possible.[192] McPherson argues that the North's advantage in population and resources made Northern victory likely but not guaranteed. He also argues that if the Confederacy had fought using unconventional tactics, they would have more easily been able to hold out long enough to exhaust the Union.[193]



	Comparison of Union and Confederacy, 1860–1864



	
	Year
	Union
	Confederacy



	Population
	1860
	22,100,000 (71%)
	9,100,000 (29%)



	1864
	28,800,000 (90%)[b]
	3,000,000 (10%)[195]



	Free
	1860
	21,700,000 (81%)
	5,600,000 (19%)



	Slave
	1860
	400,000 (11%)
	3,500,000 (89%)



	1864
	negligible
	1,900,000[c]



	Soldiers
	1860–64
	2,100,000 (67%)
	1,064,000 (33%)



	Railroad miles
	1860
	21,800 (71%)
	8,800 (29%)



	1864
	29,100 (98%)[196]
	negligible



	Manufactures
	1860
	90%
	10%



	1864
	98%
	negligible



	Arms production
	1860
	97%
	3%



	1864
	98%
	negligible



	Cotton bales
	1860
	negligible
	4,500,000



	1864
	300,000
	negligible



	Exports
	1860
	30%
	70%



	1864
	98%
	negligible




Confederates did not need to invade and hold enemy territory to win, but only needed to fight a defensive war to convince the North that the cost of winning was too high. The North needed to conquer and hold vast stretches of enemy territory and defeat Confederate armies to win.[193] Lincoln was not a military dictator, and could only continue to fight the war as long as the American public supported a continuation of the war. The Confederacy sought to win independence by out-lasting Lincoln; however, after Atlanta fell and Lincoln defeated McClellan in the election of 1864, all hope for a political victory for the South ended. At that point, Lincoln had secured the support of the Republicans, War Democrats, the border states, emancipated slaves, and the neutrality of Britain and France. By defeating the Democrats and McClellan, he also defeated the Copperheads[image: External link] and their peace platform.[197]

Many scholars argue that the Union held an insurmountable long-term advantage over the Confederacy in industrial strength and population. Confederate actions, they argue, only delayed defeat.[198][199] Civil War historian Shelby Foote[image: External link] expressed this view succinctly: "I think that the North fought that war with one hand behind its back ... If there had been more Southern victories, and a lot more, the North simply would have brought that other hand out from behind its back. I don't think the South ever had a chance to win that War."[200]

A minority view among historians is that the Confederacy lost because, as E. Merton Coulter[image: External link] put it, "people did not will hard enough and long enough to win."[201][202] Marxist historian Armstead Robinson agrees, pointing to a class conflict in the Confederates army between the slave owners and the larger number of non-owners. He argues that the non-owner soldiers grew embittered about fighting to preserve slavery, and fought less enthusiastically. He attributes the major Confederate defeats in 1863 at Vicksburg and Missionary Ridge to this class conflict.[203] However, most historians reject the argument.[204] James M. McPherson[image: External link], after reading thousands of letters written by Confederate soldiers, found strong patriotism that continued to the end; they truly believed they were fighting for freedom and liberty. Even as the Confederacy was visibly collapsing in 1864–65, he says most Confederate soldiers were fighting hard.[205] Historian Gary Gallagher cites General Sherman who in early 1864 commented, "The devils seem to have a determination that cannot but be admired." Despite their loss of slaves and wealth, with starvation looming, Sherman continued, "yet I see no sign of let up—some few deserters—plenty tired of war, but the masses determined to fight it out."[206]

Also important were Lincoln's eloquence in rationalizing the national purpose and his skill in keeping the border states committed to the Union cause. The Emancipation Proclamation was an effective use of the President's war powers.[207] The Confederate government failed in its attempt to get Europe involved in the war militarily, particularly Britain and France. Southern leaders needed to get European powers to help break up the blockade the Union had created around the Southern ports and cities. Lincoln's naval blockade was 95 percent effective at stopping trade goods; as a result, imports and exports to the South declined significantly. The abundance of European cotton and Britain's hostility to the institution of slavery, along with Lincoln's Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico naval blockades, severely decreased any chance that either Britain or France would enter the war.[208]

Historian Don Doyle has argued that the Union victory had a major impact on the course of world history.[209] The Union victory energized popular democratic forces. A Confederate victory, on the other hand, would have meant a new birth of slavery, not freedom. Historian Fergus Bordewich, following Doyle, argues that:


The North's victory decisively proved the durability of democratic government. Confederate independence, on the other hand, would have established an American model for reactionary politics and race-based repression that would likely have cast an international shadow into the twentieth century and perhaps beyond."[210]
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The war produced at least 1,030,000 casualties (3 percent of the population), including about 620,000 soldier deaths—two-thirds by disease, and 50,000 civilians.[12] Binghamton University historian J. David Hacker believes the number of soldier deaths was approximately 750,000, 20 percent higher than traditionally estimated, and possibly as high as 850,000.[20][211] The war accounted for more American deaths than in all other U.S. wars combined.[212]

Based on 1860 census figures, 8 percent of all white males aged 13 to 43 died in the war, including 6 percent in the North and 18 percent in the South.[213][214] About 56,000 soldiers died in prison camps[image: External link] during the War.[215] An estimated 60,000 men lost limbs in the war.[216]

Union army dead, amounting to 15 percent of the over two million who served, was broken down as follows:[7]


	110,070 killed in action (67,000) or died of wounds (43,000).

	199,790 died of disease (75 percent was due to the war, the remainder would have occurred in civilian life anyway)

	24,866 died in Confederate prison camps

	9,058 killed by accidents or drowning

	15,741 other/unknown deaths

	359,528 total dead



In addition there were 4,523 deaths in the Navy (2,112 in battle) and 460 in the Marines (148 in battle).[8]

Black troops made up 10 percent of the Union death toll, they amounted to 15 percent of disease deaths but less than 3 percent of those killed in battle.[7] Losses among African Americans were high, in the last year and a half and from all reported casualties, approximately 20 percent of all African Americans enrolled in the military lost their lives during the Civil War.[217]:16 Notably, their mortality rate was significantly higher than white soldiers:


[We] find, according to the revised official data, that of the slightly over two millions troops in the United States Volunteers, over 316,000 died (from all causes), or 15.2 percent. Of the 67,000 Regular Army (white) troops, 8.6 percent, or not quite 6,000, died. Of the approximately 180,000 United States Colored Troops[image: External link], however, over 36,000 died, or 20.5 percent. In other words, the mortality "rate" amongst the United States Colored Troops in the Civil War was thirty-five percent greater than that among other troops, notwithstanding the fact that the former were not enrolled until some eighteen months after the fighting began.[217]:16



Confederate records compiled by historian William F. Fox list 74,524 killed and died of wounds and 59,292 died of disease. Including Confederate estimates of battle losses where no records exist would bring the Confederate death toll to 94,000 killed and died of wounds. Fox complained, however, that records were incomplete, especially during the last year of the war, and that battlefield reports likely under-counted deaths (many men counted as wounded in battlefield reports subsequently died of their wounds). Thomas L. Livermore, using Fox's data, put the number of Confederate non-combat deaths at 166,000, using the official estimate of Union deaths from disease and accidents and a comparison of Union and Confederate enlistment records, for a total of 260,000 deaths.[7] However, this excludes the 30,000 deaths of Confederate troops in prisons, which would raise the minimum number of deaths to 290,000.

The United States National Park Service uses the following figures in its official tally of war losses:[3]

Union: 853,838


	110,100 killed in action

	224,580 disease deaths

	275,154 wounded in action

	211,411 captured (including 30,192 who died as POWs)



Confederate: 914,660


	94,000 killed in action

	164,000 disease deaths

	194,026 wounded in action

	462,634 captured (including 31,000 who died as POWs)



While the figures of 360,000 army deaths for the Union and 260,000 for the Confederacy remained commonly cited, they are incomplete. In addition to many Confederate records being missing, partly as a result of Confederate widows not reporting deaths due to being ineligible for benefits, both armies only counted troops who died during their service, and not the tens of thousands who died of wounds or diseases after being discharged. This often happened only a few days or weeks later. Francis Amasa Walker[image: External link], Superintendent of the 1870 Census, used census and Surgeon General data to estimate a minimum of 500,000 Union military deaths and 350,000 Confederate military deaths, for a total death toll of 850,000 soldiers. While Walker's estimates were originally dismissed because of the 1870 Census's undercounting, it was later found that the census was only off by 6.5%, and that the data Walker used would be roughly accurate.[211]

Analyzing the number of dead by using census data to calculate the deviation of the death rate of men of fighting age from the norm suggests that at least 627,000 and at most 888,000, but most likely 761,000 soldiers, died in the war.[21] This would break down to approximately 350,000 Confederate and 411,000 Union military deaths, going by the proportion of Union to Confederate battle losses.

Deaths among former slaves has proven much harder to estimate, due to the lack of reliable census data at the time, though they were known to be considerable, as former slaves were set free or escaped in massive numbers in an area where the Union army did not have sufficient shelter, doctors, or food for them. University of Connecticut Professor James Downs states that tens to hundreds of thousands of slaves died during the war from disease, starvation, exposure, or execution at the hands of the Confederates, and that if these deaths are counted in the war's total, the death toll would exceed 1 million.[218]

Losses were far higher than during the recent defeat of Mexico, which saw roughly thirteen thousand American deaths, including fewer than two thousand killed in battle, between 1846 and 1848. One reason for the high number of battle deaths during the war was the continued use of tactics similar to those of the Napoleonic Wars[image: External link] at the turn of the century, such as charging[image: External link]. With the advent of more accurate rifled barrels, Minié balls[image: External link] and (near the end of the war for the Union army[image: External link]) repeating firearms such as the Spencer Repeating Rifle[image: External link] and the Henry Repeating Rifle[image: External link], soldiers were mowed down when standing in lines in the open. This led to the adoption of trench warfare[image: External link], a style of fighting that defined much of World War I.[219]

The wealth amassed in slaves and slavery for the Confederacy's 3.5 million blacks effectively ended when Union armies arrived; they were nearly all freed by the Emancipation Proclamation. Slaves in the border states and those located in some former Confederate territory occupied before the Emancipation Proclamation were freed by state action or (on December 6, 1865) by the Thirteenth Amendment[image: External link].[220]

The war destroyed much of the wealth that had existed in the South. All accumulated investment Confederate bonds was forfeit; most banks and railroads were bankrupt. Income per person in the South dropped to less than 40 percent of that of the North, a condition that lasted until well into the 20th century. Southern influence in the U.S. federal government, previously considerable, was greatly diminished until the latter half of the 20th century.[221] The full restoration of the Union was the work of a highly contentious postwar era known as Reconstruction[image: External link].
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While not all Southerners saw themselves as fighting to preserve slavery, most of the officers and over a third of the rank and file in Lee[image: External link]'s army had close family ties to slavery. To Northerners, in contrast, the motivation was primarily to preserve the Union[image: External link], not to abolish slavery.[222] Abraham Lincoln consistently made preserving the Union the central goal of the war, though he increasingly saw slavery as a crucial issue and made ending it an additional goal.[223] Lincoln's decision to issue the Emancipation Proclamation angered both Peace Democrats[image: External link] ("Copperheads") and War Democrats[image: External link], but energized most Republicans.[224] By warning that free blacks would flood the North, Democrats made gains in the 1862 elections[image: External link], but they did not gain control of Congress. The Republicans' counterargument that slavery was the mainstay of the enemy steadily gained support, with the Democrats losing decisively in the 1863 elections in the northern state of Ohio when they tried to resurrect anti-black sentiment.[225]
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Main article: Emancipation Proclamation


The Emancipation Proclamation enabled African-Americans, both free blacks and escaped slaves, to join the Union Army.[d] About 190,000 volunteered, further enhancing the numerical advantage the Union armies enjoyed over the Confederates, who did not dare emulate the equivalent manpower source for fear of fundamentally undermining the legitimacy of slavery.[e]

During the Civil War, sentiment concerning slaves, enslavement and emancipation in the United States was divided. In 1861, Lincoln worried that premature attempts at emancipation would mean the loss of the border states, and that "to lose Kentucky is nearly the same as to lose the whole game."[231] Copperheads[image: External link] and some War Democrats[image: External link] opposed emancipation, although the latter eventually accepted it as part of total war[image: External link] needed to save the Union.[232]

At first, Lincoln reversed attempts at emancipation by Secretary of War Simon Cameron[image: External link] and Generals John C. Frémont[image: External link] (in Missouri) and David Hunter[image: External link] (in South Carolina, Georgia and Florida) to keep the loyalty of the border states and the War Democrats. Lincoln warned the border states that a more radical type of emancipation would happen if his gradual plan based on compensated emancipation and voluntary colonization was rejected.[233] But only the District of Columbia accepted Lincoln's gradual plan, which was enacted by Congress. When Lincoln told his cabinet about his proposed emancipation proclamation, Seward advised Lincoln to wait for a victory before issuing it, as to do otherwise would seem like "our last shriek on the retreat".[234] Lincoln laid the groundwork for public support in an open letter published letter to abolitionist Horace Greeley's newspaper.[235]

In September 1862, the Battle of Antietam[image: External link] provided this opportunity, and the subsequent War Governors' Conference[image: External link] added support for the proclamation.[236] Lincoln issued his preliminary Emancipation Proclamation on September 22, 1862, and his final Emancipation Proclamation on January 1, 1863. In his letter to Albert G. Hodges, Lincoln explained his belief that "If slavery is not wrong, nothing is wrong ... And yet I have never understood that the Presidency conferred upon me an unrestricted right to act officially upon this judgment and feeling ... I claim not to have controlled events, but confess plainly that events have controlled me."[237]

Lincoln's moderate approach succeeded in inducing border states, War Democrats and emancipated slaves to fight for the Union. The Union-controlled border states (Kentucky, Missouri, Maryland, Delaware and West Virginia) and Union-controlled regions around New Orleans, Norfolk and elsewhere, were not covered by the Emancipation Proclamation. All abolished slavery on their own, except Kentucky and Delaware.[238]

Since the Emancipation Proclamation was based on the President's war powers, it only included territory held by Confederates at the time. However, the Proclamation became a symbol of the Union's growing commitment to add emancipation to the Union's definition of liberty.[239] The Emancipation Proclamation greatly reduced the Confederacy's hope of getting aid from Britain or France.[240] By late 1864, Lincoln was playing a leading role in getting Congress to vote for the Thirteenth Amendment[image: External link], which made emancipation universal and permanent.[241]
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In Texas v. White[image: External link], 74[image: External link] U.S. 700[image: External link] (1869) the United States Supreme Court ruled that Texas had remained a state ever since it first joined the Union, despite claims that it joined the Confederate States[image: External link]; the court further held that the Constitution[image: External link] did not permit states to unilaterally secede[image: External link] from the United States, and that the ordinances of secession, and all the acts of the legislatures within seceding states intended to give effect to such ordinances, were "absolutely null[image: External link]", under the constitution.[242]
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Main article: Reconstruction Era of the United States[image: External link]


Reconstruction began during the war, with the Emancipation Proclamation of January 1, 1863, and it continued until 1877.[243] It comprised multiple complex methods to resolve the outstanding issues of the war's aftermath, the most important of which were the three "Reconstruction Amendments[image: External link]" to the Constitution, which remain in effect to the present time: the 13th (1865), the 14th (1868) and the 15th (1870). From the Union perspective, the goals of Reconstruction were to consolidate the Union victory on the battlefield by reuniting the Union; to guarantee a "republican form of government for the ex-Confederate states; and to permanently end slavery—and prevent semi-slavery status.[244]

President Johnson took a lenient approach and saw the achievement of the main war goals as realized in 1865, when each ex-rebel state repudiated secession and ratified the Thirteenth Amendment. Radical Republicans[image: External link] demanded proof that Confederate nationalism was dead and that the slaves were truly free. They came to the fore after the 1866 elections and undid much of Johnson's work. In 1872 the "Liberal Republicans"[image: External link] argued that the war goals had been achieved and that Reconstruction should end. They ran a presidential ticket in 1872 but were decisively defeated. In 1874, Democrats, primarily Southern, took control of Congress and opposed any more reconstruction. The Compromise of 1877[image: External link] closed with a national consensus that the Civil War had finally ended.[245] With the withdrawal of federal troops, however, whites retook control of every Southern legislature; the Jim Crow[image: External link] period of disenfranchisement and legal segregation was about to begin.
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The Civil War is one of the central events in American collective memory. There are innumerable statues, commemorations, books and archival collections. The memory includes the home front, military affairs, the treatment of soldiers, both living and dead, in the war's aftermath, depictions of the war in literature and art, evaluations of heroes and villains, and considerations of the moral and political lessons of the war.[246] The last theme includes moral evaluations of racism[image: External link] and slavery, heroism in combat and heroism behind the lines, and the issues of democracy and minority rights, as well as the notion of an "Empire of Liberty[image: External link]" influencing the world.[247]

Professional historians have paid much more attention to the causes of the war, than to the war itself. Military history has largely developed outside academe, leading to a proliferation of solid studies by non-scholars who are thoroughly familiar with the primary sources, pay close attention to battles and campaigns, and write for the large public readership, rather than the small scholarly community. Bruce Catton[image: External link] and Shelby Foote[image: External link] are among the best-known writers.[248][249] Practically every major figure in the war, both North and South, has had a serious biographical study.[250] Deeply religious Southerners saw the hand of God in history, which demonstrated His wrath at their sinfulness, or His rewards for their suffering. Historian Wilson Fallin has examined the sermons of white and black Baptist preachers after the War. Southern white preachers said:


God had chastised them and given them a special mission—to maintain orthodoxy, strict biblicism, personal piety, and traditional race relations. Slavery, they insisted, had not been sinful. Rather, emancipation was a historical tragedy and the end of Reconstruction was a clear sign of God's favor.[251]



In sharp contrast, Black preachers interpreted the Civil War as:


God's gift of freedom. They appreciated opportunities to exercise their independence, to worship in their own way, to affirm their worth and dignity, and to proclaim the fatherhood of God and the brotherhood of man. Most of all, they could form their own churches, associations, and conventions. These institutions offered self-help and racial uplift, and provided places where the gospel of liberation could be proclaimed. As a result, black preachers continued to insist that God would protect and help him; God would be their rock in a stormy land.[252]
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Main article: Lost Cause of the Confederacy[image: External link]


Memory of the war in the white South crystallized in the myth of the "Lost Cause"[image: External link], shaping regional identity and race relations for generations.[253] Alan T. Nolan notes that the Lost Cause was expressly "a rationalization, a cover-up to vindicate the name and fame" of those in rebellion. Some claims revolve around the insignificance of slavery; some appeals highlight cultural differences between North and South; the military conflict by Confederate actors is idealized; in any case, secession was said to be lawful.[254] Nolan argues that the adoption of the Lost Cause perspective facilitated the reunification of the North and the South while excusing the "virulent racism" of the 19th century, sacrificing African-American progress to a white man's reunification. He also deems the Lost Cause "a caricature of the truth. This caricature wholly misrepresents and distorts the facts of the matter" in every instance.[255]
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The interpretation of the Civil War presented by Charles A. Beard[image: External link] and Mary R. Beard in The Rise of American Civilization (1927) was highly influential among historians and the general public until the Civil Rights Movement of the 1950s and 1960s. The Beards downplayed slavery, abolitionism, and issues of morality. They ignored constitutional issues of states' rights and even ignored American nationalism as the force that finally led to victory in the war. Indeed, the ferocious combat itself was passed over as merely an ephemeral event. Much more important was the calculus of class conflict. The Beards announced that the Civil War was really:


[A] social cataclysm in which the capitalists, laborers, and farmers of the North and West drove from power in the national government the planting aristocracy of the South.[256]



The Beards themselves abandoned their interpretation by the 1940s and it became defunct among historians in the 1950s, when scholars shifted to an emphasis on slavery. However, Beardian themes still echo among Lost Cause writers.[257]
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Main article: Commemoration of the American Civil War[image: External link]


See also: Commemoration of the American Civil War on postage stamps[image: External link]


The American Civil War has been commemorated in many capacities ranging from the reenactment of battles, to statues and memorial halls erected, to films being produced, to stamps and coins with Civil War themes being issued, all of which helped to shape public memory. This varied advent occurred in greater proportions on the 100th and 150th anniversary. [258] Hollywood's take on the war has been especially influential in shaping public memory, as seen in such film classics as Birth of a Nation[image: External link] (1915), Gone with the Wind[image: External link] (1939), and more recently Lincoln[image: External link] (2012). Ken Burns[image: External link] produced a notable PBS series on television titled The Civil War[image: External link] (1990). It was digitally remastered and re-released in 2015.
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There were numerous technological innovations during the Civil War that had a great impact on 19th century science. The Civil War was one of the earliest examples of an "industrial war[image: External link]", in which technological might is used to achieve military supremacy in a war.[259] New inventions, such as the train[image: External link] and telegraph[image: External link], delivered soldiers, supplies and messages at a time when horses were considered to be the fastest way to travel.[260][261] It was also in this war when countries first used aerial warfare, in the form of reconnaissance balloons[image: External link], to a significant effect.[262] It saw the first action involving steam-powered ironclad warships[image: External link] in naval warfare history.[263] Repeating firearms[image: External link] such as the Henry rifle[image: External link], Spencer rifle[image: External link], Colt revolving rifle[image: External link], Triplett & Scott carbine[image: External link] and others, first appeared during the Civil War; they were a revolutionary invention that would soon replace muzzle-loading and single-shot firearms in warfare, as well as the first appearances of rapid-firing weapons and machine guns[image: External link] such as the Agar gun[image: External link] and the Gatling gun[image: External link].[264]
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^ A novel way of calculating casualties by looking at the deviation of the death rate of men of fighting age from the norm through analysis of census data found that at least 627,000 and at most 888,000 people, but most likely 761,000 people, died through the war.[21]


	
^ "Union population 1864" aggregates 1860 population, average annual immigration 1855–1864, and population governed formerly by CSA per Kenneth Martis source. Contrabands and after the Emancipation Proclamation freedmen, migrating into Union control on the coasts and to the advancing armies, and natural increase are excluded.


	
^ "Slave 1864, CSA" aggregates 1860 slave census of Virginia, North Carolina, South Carolina, Georgia and Texas. It omits losses from contraband and after the Emancipation Proclamation, freedmen migrating to the Union controlled coastal ports and those joining advancing Union armies, especially in the Mississippi Valley.


	
^ At the beginning of the war, some Union commanders thought they were supposed to return escaped slaves to their masters. By 1862, when it became clear that this would be a long war, the question of what to do about slavery became more general. The Southern economy and military effort depended on slave labor. It began to seem unreasonable to protect slavery while blockading Southern commerce and destroying Southern production. As one Congressman put it, the slaves "... cannot be neutral. As laborers, if not as soldiers, they will be allies of the rebels, or of the Union."[226] The same Congressman—and his fellow Radical Republicans—put pressure on Lincoln to rapidly emancipate the slaves, whereas moderate Republicans came to accept gradual, compensated emancipation and colonization.[227] Enslaved African Americans did not wait for Lincoln's action before escaping and seeking freedom behind Union lines. From early years of the war, hundreds of thousands of African Americans escaped to Union lines, especially in occupied areas like Nashville, Norfolk and the Hampton Roads region in 1862, Tennessee from 1862 on, the line of Sherman's march, etc. So many African Americans fled to Union lines that commanders created camps and schools for them, where both adults and children learned to read and write. See Catton, Bruce. Never Call Retreat, p. 335. The American Missionary Association entered the war effort by sending teachers south to such contraband camps, for instance establishing schools in Norfolk and on nearby plantations. In addition, approximately 180,000 or more African-American men served as soldiers and sailors with Union troops. Most of those were escaped slaves. Probably the most prominent of these African-American soldiers is the 54th Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry[image: External link].


	
^ In spite of the South's shortage of soldiers, most Southern leaders—until 1865—opposed enlisting slaves. They used them as laborers to support the war effort. As Howell Cobb[image: External link] said, "If slaves will make good soldiers our whole theory of slavery is wrong." Confederate generals Patrick Cleburne[image: External link] and Robert E. Lee[image: External link] argued in favor of arming blacks late in the war, and Jefferson Davis[image: External link] was eventually persuaded to support plans for arming slaves to avoid military defeat. The Confederacy surrendered at Appomattox[image: External link] before this plan could be implemented.[228] The great majority of the 4 million slaves were freed by the Emancipation Proclamation, as Union armies moved south. Historian John D. Winters[image: External link] referred to the exhilaration of the slaves when the Union Army came through Louisiana[image: External link]: "As the troops moved up to Alexandria[image: External link], the Negroes crowded the roadsides to watch the passing army. They were 'all frantic with joy, some weeping, some blessing, and some dancing in the exuberance of their emotions.' All of the Negroes were attracted by the pageantry and excitement of the army. Others cheered because they anticipated the freedom to plunder and to do as they pleased now that the Federal troops were there."[229] Confederates enslaved captured black Union soldiers, and black soldiers especially were shot when trying to surrender at the Fort Pillow Massacre[image: External link]. See Catton, Bruce. Never Call Retreat, p. 335. This led to a breakdown of the prisoner and mail exchange program[image: External link] and the growth of prison camps such as Andersonville prison[image: External link] in Georgia, where almost 13,000 Union prisoners of war died of starvation and disease.[230]
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Emancipation Proclamation






This article is about American history. For emancipation proclamations in other countries, see Abolition of slavery timeline[image: External link].



	Emancipation Proclamation



	Type
	Executive order[image: External link]



	Signed by
	
Abraham Lincoln on 22 September 1862



	Summary



	

	During the American Civil War, enslaved people in the designated areas of the South[image: External link] declared "free"








The Emancipation Proclamation was a presidential proclamation[image: External link] and executive order[image: External link] issued by President Abraham Lincoln on January 1, 1863. It changed the federal legal status of more than 3 million enslaved people in the designated areas of the South[image: External link] from slave to free. As soon as a slave escaped the control of the Confederate[image: External link] government, by running away or through advances of federal troops, the slave became legally free. Eventually it reached and liberated[image: External link] all of the designated slaves. It did not cover slaves in Union areas that were freed by state action (or by the 13th amendment in December, 1865). It was issued as a war measure during the American Civil War, directed to all of the areas in rebellion and all segments of the executive branch[image: External link] (including the Army and Navy) of the United States.[2]

It proclaimed the freedom of slaves in ten states.[3] Because it was issued under the President's authority to suppress rebellion (war powers), it necessarily excluded areas not in rebellion – it applied to more than 3 million of the 4 million slaves at the time. The Proclamation was based on the president's constitutional authority as commander in chief of the armed forces;[4] it was not a law passed by Congress. The Proclamation was issued in January 1863 after U.S government issued a series of warnings in the summer of 1862 under the Second Confiscation Act, allowing Southern Confederate supporters 60 days to surrender, or face confiscation of land and slaves. The Proclamation also ordered that suitable persons among those freed could be enrolled into the paid service of United States' forces, and ordered the Union Army (and all segments of the Executive branch) to "recognize and maintain the freedom of" the ex-slaves. The Proclamation did not compensate the owners, did not outlaw slavery, and did not grant citizenship to the ex-slaves (called freedmen[image: External link]). It made the eradication of slavery an explicit war goal, in addition to the goal of reuniting the Union.[5]

Around 25,000 to 75,000 slaves in regions where the US Army was active were immediately emancipated. It could not be enforced in areas still under rebellion, but, as the Union army took control of Confederate regions, the Proclamation provided the legal framework for freeing more than three million slaves in those regions. Prior to the Proclamation, in accordance with the Fugitive Slave Act of 1850[image: External link], escaped slaves were either returned to their masters or held in camps as contraband[image: External link] for later return. The Proclamation applied only to slaves in Confederate-held lands; it did not apply to those in the four slave states[image: External link] that were not in rebellion (Kentucky, Maryland, Delaware, and Missouri, which were unnamed), nor to Tennessee (unnamed but occupied by Union troops since 1862) and lower Louisiana (also under occupation), and specifically excluded those counties of Virginia[image: External link] soon to form the state of West Virginia. Also specifically excluded (by name) were some regions already controlled by the Union army. Emancipation in those places would come after separate state actions or the December 1865 ratification of the Thirteenth Amendment[image: External link], which made slavery and indentured servitude[image: External link], except for those duly convicted of a crime, illegal everywhere subject to United States jurisdiction.[6]

On September 22, 1862, Lincoln issued a preliminary warning that he would order the emancipation of all slaves in any state that did not end its rebellion against the Union by January 1, 1863.[7] None of the Confederate states restored themselves to the Union, and Lincoln's order was signed and took effect on January 1, 1863. The Emancipation Proclamation outraged white Southerners (and their sympathizers) who envisioned a race war. It angered some Northern Democrats, energized anti-slavery forces, and undermined elements in Europe that wanted to intervene to help the Confederacy.[8] The Proclamation lifted the spirits of African Americans both free and slave. It led many slaves to escape from their masters and get to Union lines to obtain their freedom, and to join the Union Army.

The Emancipation Proclamation broadened the goals of the Civil War. While slavery had been a major issue that led to the war, Lincoln's only mission at the start of the war was to maintain the Union. The Proclamation made freeing the slaves an explicit goal of the Union war effort. Establishing the abolition of slavery as one of the two primary war goals served to deter intervention by Britain and France.[9] The Emancipation Proclamation was never challenged in court. To ensure the abolition of slavery in all of the U.S., Lincoln pushed for passage of the Thirteenth Amendment[image: External link]. Congress passed it by the necessary two-thirds vote on January 31, 1865, and it was ratified by the states on December 6, 1865.[10]
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Further information: Slave and free states[image: External link]


The United States Constitution of 1787 did not use the word "slavery" but included several provisions about unfree persons. The Three-Fifths Compromise[image: External link] (in Article I, Section 2) allocated Congressional representation based "on the whole Number of free Persons" and "three fifths of all other Persons".[11] Under the Fugitive Slave Clause[image: External link] (Article IV, Section 2), "[n]o person held to service or labour in one state" would be freed by escaping to another. Article I, Section 9[image: External link] allowed Congress to pass legislation to outlaw the "Importation of Persons", but not until 1808.[12] However, for purposes of the Fifth Amendment[image: External link]—which states that, "No person shall ... be deprived of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law"—slaves were understood as property.[13] Although abolitionists used the Fifth Amendment to argue against slavery, it became part of the legal basis for treating slaves as property with Dred Scott v. Sandford[image: External link] (1857).[14] Socially, slavery was also supported in law and in practice by a pervasive culture of white supremacy[image: External link].[15] Nonetheless, between 1777 and 1804, every Northern state provided for the immediate or gradual abolition of slavery. No Southern state did so, and the slave population of the South continued to grow, peaking at almost 4 million people at the beginning of the American Civil War, in which most slave states sought to break away from the United States.[16]

Lincoln understood that the Federal government's power to end slavery in peacetime was limited by the Constitution which before 1865, committed the issue to individual states[image: External link].[17] Against the background of the American Civil War, however, Lincoln issued the Proclamation under his authority as "Commander in Chief[image: External link] of the Army and Navy" under Article II, section 2[image: External link] of the United States Constitution.[18] As such, he claimed to have the martial power to free persons held as slaves in those states that were in rebellion "as a fit and necessary war measure for suppressing said rebellion".[19] He did not have Commander-in-Chief authority over the four slave-holding states[image: External link] that were not in rebellion: Missouri, Kentucky, Maryland and Delaware, and so those states were not named in the Proclamation.[21] The fifth border jurisdiction, West Virginia, where slavery remained legal but was in the process of being abolished, was, in January 1863, still part of the legally recognized, "reorganized" state of Virginia[image: External link], based in Alexandria, which was in the Union (as opposed to the Confederate state of Virginia, based in Richmond).
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The Proclamation applied in the eleven states that were still in rebellion in 1863, and thus did not cover the nearly 500,000 slaves in the slave-holding border states[image: External link] (Missouri, Kentucky, Maryland or Delaware) which were Union states. Those slaves were freed by later separate state and federal actions.

The state of Tennessee had already mostly returned to Union control, under a recognized Union government, so it was not named and was exempted. Virginia[image: External link] was named, but exemptions were specified for the 48 counties then in the process of forming the new state of West Virginia, and seven additional counties and two cities in the Union-controlled Tidewater region[image: External link].[22] Also specifically exempted were New Orleans[image: External link] and 13 named parishes of Louisiana[image: External link], which were mostly under federal control at the time of the Proclamation. These exemptions left unemancipated an additional 300,000 slaves.[23]

The Emancipation Proclamation has been ridiculed, notably in an influential passage by Richard Hofstadter[image: External link] for "freeing" only the slaves over which the Union had no power.[24] These slaves were freed due to Lincoln's "war powers". This act cleared up the issue of contraband[image: External link] slaves.[25] It automatically clarified the status of over 100,000 now-former slaves. Some 20,000 to 50,000 slaves were freed the day it went into effect[26] in parts of nine of the ten states to which it applied (Texas being the exception).[27] In every Confederate state (except Tennessee and Texas), the Proclamation went into immediate effect in Union-occupied areas and at least 20,000 slaves[26][27] were freed at once on January 1, 1863.

The Proclamation provided the legal framework for the emancipation of nearly all four million slaves as the Union armies advanced, and committed the Union to ending slavery, which was a controversial decision even in the North. Hearing of the Proclamation, more slaves quickly escaped to Union lines as the Army units moved South. As the Union armies advanced through the Confederacy, thousands of slaves were freed each day until nearly all (approximately 3.9 million, according to the 1860 Census)[28] were freed by July 1865.

While the Proclamation had freed most slaves as a war measure, it had not made slavery illegal. Of the states that were exempted from the Proclamation, Maryland,[29] Missouri,[30] Tennessee,[31] and West Virginia[32] prohibited slavery before the war ended. In 1863, President Lincoln proposed a moderate plan for the Reconstruction of the captured Confederate State of Louisiana.[33] Only 10% of the state's electorate had to take the loyalty oath. The state was also required to abolish slavery in its new constitution. Identical Reconstruction plans would be adopted in Arkansas and Tennessee. By December 1864, the Lincoln plan abolishing slavery had been enacted in Louisiana.[34][35] However, in Delaware[36] and Kentucky,[37] slavery continued to be legal until December 18, 1865, when the Thirteenth Amendment went into effect.
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The Fugitive Slave Act of 1850[image: External link] required individuals to return runaway slaves to their owners. During the war, Union generals such as Benjamin Butler[image: External link] declared that slaves in occupied areas were contraband of war[image: External link] and accordingly refused to return them.[39] This decision was controversial because it implied recognition[image: External link] of the Confederacy as a separate, independent sovereign state under international law, a notion that Lincoln steadfastly denied. As a result, he did not promote the contraband designation. In addition, as contraband, these people were legally designated as "property" when they crossed Union lines and their ultimate status was uncertain.[40]
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In December 1861, Lincoln sent his first annual message to Congress (the State of the Union Address[image: External link], but then typically given in writing and not referred to as such). In it he praised the free labor system, as respecting human rights over property rights; he endorsed legislation to address the status of contraband slaves and slaves in loyal states, possibly through buying their freedom with federal taxes, and also the funding of strictly voluntary colonization efforts.[41] In January 1862, Thaddeus Stevens[image: External link], the Republican[image: External link] leader in the House, called for total war against the rebellion to include emancipation of slaves, arguing that emancipation, by forcing the loss of enslaved labor, would ruin the rebel economy. On March 13, 1862, Congress approved a "Law Enacting an Additional Article of War", which stated that from that point onward it was forbidden for Union Army officers to return fugitive slaves to their owners.[42] On April 10, 1862, Congress declared that the federal government would compensate slave owners who freed their slaves. Slaves in the District of Columbia were freed on April 16, 1862, and their owners were compensated.

On June 19, 1862, Congress prohibited slavery in all current and future United States territories[image: External link] (though not in the states), and President Lincoln quickly signed the legislation. By this act, they repudiated the 1857 opinion of the Supreme Court of the United States in the Dred Scott Case[image: External link] that Congress was powerless to regulate slavery in U.S. territories.[43][44] This joint action by Congress and President Lincoln also rejected the notion of popular sovereignty[image: External link] that had been advanced by Stephen A. Douglas[image: External link] as a solution to the slavery controversy, while completing the effort first legislatively proposed by Thomas Jefferson in 1784 to confine slavery within the borders of existing states.[45][46]

In July, Congress passed and Lincoln signed the Confiscation Act of 1862[image: External link], containing provisions for court proceedings to liberate slaves held by convicted "rebels", or of slaves of rebels that had escaped to Union lines.[47] The Act applied in cases of criminal convictions and to those who were slaves of "disloyal" masters. However, Lincoln's position continued to be that Congress lacked power to free all slaves within the borders of rebel held states, but Lincoln as commander in chief could do so if he deemed it a proper military measure,[48] and that Lincoln had already drafted plans to do.
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Abolitionists had long been urging Lincoln to free all slaves. In the summer of 1862, Republican editor Horace Greeley[image: External link] of the highly influential New York Tribune[image: External link] wrote a famous editorial entitled "The Prayer of Twenty Millions" demanding a more aggressive attack on the Confederacy and faster emancipation of the slaves: "On the face of this wide earth, Mr. President, there is not one ... intelligent champion of the Union cause who does not feel ... that the rebellion, if crushed tomorrow, would be renewed if slavery were left in full vigor ... and that every hour of deference to slavery is an hour of added and deepened peril to the Union."[49] Lincoln responded in his Letter To Horace Greeley[image: External link] from August 22, 1862, in terms of the limits imposed by his duty as president to save the Union:


If there be those who would not save the Union, unless they could at the same time save slavery, I do not agree with them. If there be those who would not save the Union unless they could at the same time destroy slavery, I do not agree with them. My paramount object in this struggle is to save the Union, and is not either to save or to destroy slavery. If I could save the Union without freeing any slave I would do it, and if I could save it by freeing all the slaves I would do it; and if I could save it by freeing some and leaving others alone I would also do that. What I do about slavery, and the colored race, I do because I believe it helps to save the Union; and what I forbear, I forbear because I do not believe it would help to save the Union.... I have here stated my purpose according to my view of official duty; and I intend no modification of my oft-expressed personal wish that all men everywhere could be free.[50]



Lincoln scholar Harold Holzer[image: External link] wrote in this context about Lincoln's letter: "Unknown to Greeley, Lincoln composed this after he had already drafted a preliminary Emancipation Proclamation, which he had determined to issue after the next Union military victory. Therefore, this letter, was in truth, an attempt to position the impending announcement in terms of saving the Union, not freeing slaves as a humanitarian gesture. It was one of Lincoln's most skillful public relations efforts, even if it has cast longstanding doubt on his sincerity as a liberator."[51] Historian Richard Striner argues that "for years" Lincoln's letter has been misread as "Lincoln only wanted to save the Union."[52] However, within the context of Lincoln's entire career and pronouncements on slavery this interpretation is wrong, according to Striner. Rather, Lincoln was softening the strong Northern white supremacist opposition to his imminent emancipation by tying it to the cause of the Union. This opposition would fight for the Union but not to end slavery, so Lincoln gave them the means and motivation to do both, at the same time.[52] In his 2014 book, Lincoln's Gamble[image: External link], journalist and historian Todd Brewster[image: External link] asserted that Lincoln's desire to reassert the saving of the Union as his sole war goal was in fact crucial to his claim of legal authority for emancipation. Since slavery was protected by the Constitution, the only way that he could free the slaves was as a tactic of war—not as the mission itself.[53] But that carried the risk that when the war ended, so would the justification for freeing the slaves. Late in 1862, Lincoln asked his Attorney General, Edward Bates[image: External link], for an opinion as to whether slaves freed through a war-related proclamation of emancipation could be re-enslaved once the war was over. Bates had to work through the language of the Dred Scott decision to arrive at an answer, but he finally concluded that they could indeed remain free. Still, a complete end to slavery would require a constitutional amendment.[54]

Conflicting advice, to free all slaves, or not free them at all, was presented to Lincoln in public and private. Thomas Nast[image: External link], a cartoon artist during the Civil War and the late 1800s considered "Father of the American Cartoon", composed many works including a two-sided spread that showed the transition from slavery into civilization after President Lincoln signed the Proclamation. Nast believed in equal opportunity and equality for all people, including enslaved Africans or free blacks.[55] A mass rally in Chicago on September 7, 1862, demanded an immediate and universal emancipation of slaves. A delegation headed by William W. Patton[image: External link] met the President at the White House on September 13. Lincoln had declared in peacetime that he had no constitutional authority to free the slaves. Even used as a war power, emancipation was a risky political act. Public opinion as a whole was against it.[56] There would be strong opposition among Copperhead[image: External link] Democrats and an uncertain reaction from loyal border states. Delaware and Maryland already had a high percentage of free blacks: 91.2% and 49.7%, respectively, in 1860.[57]
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Lincoln first discussed the proclamation with his cabinet in July 1862. He drafted his "preliminary proclamation" and read it to Secretary of State William Seward, and Secretary of Navy Gideon Welles, on July 13. Seward and Welles were at first speechless, then Seward referred to possible anarchy throughout the South and resulting foreign intervention; Welles apparently said nothing. On July 22, Lincoln presented it to his entire cabinet as something he had determined to do and he asked their opinion on wording.[58] Although Secretary of War Edwin Stanton supported it, Seward advised Lincoln to issue the proclamation after a major Union victory, or else it would appear as if the Union was giving "its last shriek of retreat".[59]

In September 1862, the Battle of Antietam[image: External link] gave Lincoln the victory he needed to issue the Emancipation. In the battle, though General McClellan[image: External link] allowed the escape of Robert E. Lee[image: External link]'s retreating troops, Union forces turned back a Confederate invasion of Maryland. On September 22, 1862, five days after Antietam occurred, Lincoln called his cabinet into session and issued the Preliminary Emancipation Proclamation.[60] According to Civil War historian James M. McPherson[image: External link], Lincoln told Cabinet members that he had made a covenant with God, that if the Union drove the Confederacy out of Maryland, he would issue the Emancipation Proclamation.[61][62] Lincoln had first shown an early draft of the proclamation to Vice President Hannibal Hamlin[image: External link],[63] an ardent abolitionist, who was more often kept in the dark on presidential decisions. The final proclamation was issued January 1, 1863. Although implicitly granted authority by Congress, Lincoln used his powers as Commander-in-Chief of the Army and Navy, "as a necessary war measure" as the basis of the proclamation, rather than the equivalent of a statute enacted by Congress or a constitutional amendment. Some days after issuing the final Proclamation, Lincoln wrote to Major General John McClernand[image: External link]: "After the commencement of hostilities I struggled nearly a year and a half to get along without touching the "institution"; and when finally I conditionally determined to touch it, I gave a hundred days fair notice of my purpose, to all the States and people, within which time they could have turned it wholly aside, by simply again becoming good citizens of the United States. They chose to disregard it, and I made the peremptory proclamation on what appeared to me to be a military necessity. And being made, it must stand."[64]

Initially, the Emancipation Proclamation effectively freed only a small percentage of the slaves, those who were behind Union lines in areas not exempted. Most slaves were still behind Confederate lines or in exempted Union-occupied areas. Secretary of State William H. Seward[image: External link] commented, "We show our sympathy with slavery by emancipating slaves where we cannot reach them and holding them in bondage where we can set them free." Had any slave state ended its secession attempt before January 1, 1863, it could have kept slavery, at least temporarily. The Proclamation only gave the Lincoln Administration the legal basis to free the slaves in the areas of the South that were still in rebellion on January 1, 1863. It effectively destroyed slavery as the Union armies advanced south and conquered the entire Confederacy.

The Emancipation Proclamation also allowed for the enrollment of freed slaves into the United States military. During the war nearly 200,000 blacks, most of them ex-slaves, joined the Union Army.[65] Their contributions gave the North additional manpower that was significant in winning the war. The Confederacy did not allow slaves in their army as soldiers until the last month before its defeat.[66]

Though the counties of Virginia that were soon to form West Virginia were specifically exempted from the Proclamation (Jefferson County being the only exception), a condition of the state's admittance to the Union[image: External link] was that its constitution provide for the gradual abolition of slavery (an immediate emancipation of all slaves was also adopted there in early 1865). Slaves in the border states of Maryland and Missouri were also emancipated by separate state action before the Civil War ended. In Maryland, a new state constitution abolishing slavery in the state went into effect on November 1, 1864. The Union-occupied counties of eastern Virginia and parishes of Louisiana, which had been exempted from the Proclamation, both adopted state constitutions that abolished slavery in April 1864.[67][68] In early 1865, Tennessee adopted an amendment to its constitution prohibiting slavery.[69][70] Slaves in Kentucky and Delaware were not emancipated until the Thirteenth Amendment was ratified.
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Further information: Slave and free states[image: External link]


The Proclamation was issued in two parts. The first part, issued on September 22, 1862, was a preliminary announcement outlining the intent of the second part, which officially went into effect 100 days later on January 1, 1863, during the second year of the Civil War. It was Abraham Lincoln's declaration that all slaves would be permanently freed in all areas of the Confederacy that had not already returned to federal control by January 1863. The ten affected states were individually named in the second part (South Carolina, Mississippi, Florida, Alabama, Georgia, Louisiana, Texas, Virginia, Arkansas, North Carolina). Not included were the Union[image: External link] slave states[image: External link] of Maryland, Delaware, Missouri and Kentucky. Also not named was the state of Tennessee, in which a Union-controlled military government had already been set up, based in the capital, Nashville. Specific exemptions were stated for areas also under Union control on January 1, 1863, namely 48 counties that would soon become West Virginia, seven other named counties of Virginia[image: External link] including Berkeley and Hampshire counties, which were soon added to West Virginia, New Orleans[image: External link] and 13 named parishes nearby.

Union-occupied areas of the Confederate states where the proclamation was put into immediate effect by local commanders included Winchester, Virginia,[71] Corinth, Mississippi,[72] the Sea Islands along the coasts of the Carolinas and Georgia,[73] Key West, Florida,[74] and Port Royal, South Carolina.[75]
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It has been inaccurately claimed that the Emancipation Proclamation did not free a single slave;[76] historian Lerone Bennett, Jr.[image: External link] alleged that the proclamation was a hoax deliberately designed not to free any slaves.[77] However, as a result of the Proclamation, many slaves were freed during the course of the war, beginning with the day it took effect; eyewitness accounts at places such as Hilton Head, South Carolina,[78] and Port Royal, South Carolina[75] record celebrations on January 1 as thousands of blacks were informed of their new legal status of freedom. Estimates of how many thousands of slaves were freed immediately by the Emancipation Proclamation are varied. One contemporary estimate put the 'contraband' population of Union-occupied North Carolina at 10,000, and the Sea Islands of South Carolina also had a substantial population. Those 20,000 slaves were freed immediately by the Emancipation Proclamation."[26] This Union-occupied zone where freedom began at once included parts of eastern North Carolina, the Mississippi Valley, northern Alabama, the Shenandoah Valley of Virginia, a large part of Arkansas, and the Sea Islands of Georgia and South Carolina.[79] Although some counties of Union-occupied Virginia were exempted from the Proclamation, the lower Shenandoah Valley, and the area around Alexandria were covered.[26] Emancipation was immediately enforced as Union soldiers advanced into the Confederacy. Slaves fled their masters and were often assisted by Union soldiers.[80]

Booker T. Washington[image: External link], as a boy of 9 in Virginia, remembered the day in early 1865:[81]


As the great day drew nearer, there was more singing in the slave quarters than usual. It was bolder, had more ring, and lasted later into the night. Most of the verses of the plantation songs had some reference to freedom. ... Some man who seemed to be a stranger (a United States officer, I presume) made a little speech and then read a rather long paper—the Emancipation Proclamation, I think. After the reading we were told that we were all free, and could go when and where we pleased. My mother, who was standing by my side, leaned over and kissed her children, while tears of joy ran down her cheeks. She explained to us what it all meant, that this was the day for which she had been so long praying, but fearing that she would never live to see.



Emancipation took place without violence by masters or ex-slaves. The Proclamation represented a shift in the war objectives of the North—reuniting the nation was no longer the only goal. It represented a major step toward the ultimate abolition of slavery in the United States and a "new birth of freedom".

Runaway slaves who had escaped to Union lines had previously been held by the Union Army as "contraband of war" under the Confiscation Acts[image: External link]; when the proclamation took effect, they were told at midnight that they were free to leave. The Sea Islands[image: External link] off the coast of Georgia had been occupied by the Union Navy earlier in the war. The whites had fled to the mainland while the blacks stayed. An early program of Reconstruction[image: External link] was set up for the former slaves, including schools and training. Naval officers read the proclamation and told them they were free.

Slaves had been part of the "engine of war" for the Confederacy. They produced and prepared food; sewed uniforms; repaired railways; worked on farms and in factories, shipping yards, and mines; built fortifications; and served as hospital workers and common laborers. News of the Proclamation spread rapidly by word of mouth, arousing hopes of freedom, creating general confusion, and encouraging thousands to escape to Union lines.[82] George Washington Albright, a teenage slave in Mississippi, recalled that like many of his fellow slaves, his father escaped to join Union forces. According to Albright, plantation owners tried to keep the Proclamation from slaves but news of it came through the "grapevine". The young slave became a "runner" for an informal group they called the 4Ls ("Lincoln's Legal Loyal League") bringing news of the proclamation to secret slave meetings at plantations throughout the region.[83]

Robert E. Lee[image: External link] saw the Emancipation Proclamation as a way for the Union to bolster the number of soldiers it could place on the field, making it imperative for the Confederacy to increase their own numbers. Writing on the matter after the sack of Fredericksburg, Lee wrote "In view of the vast increase of the forces of the enemy, of the savage and brutal policy he has proclaimed, which leaves us no alternative but success or degradation worse than death, if we would save the honor of our families from pollution, our social system from destruction, let every effort be made, every means be employed, to fill and maintain the ranks of our armies, until God, in his mercy, shall bless us with the establishment of our independence."[84] Lee's request for a drastic increase of troops would go unfulfilled.
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 Political impact




The Proclamation was immediately denounced by Copperhead Democrats[image: External link] who opposed the war and advocated restoring the union by allowing slavery. Horatio Seymour[image: External link], while running for the governorship of New York, cast the Emancipation Proclamation as a call for slaves to commit extreme acts of violence on all white southerners, saying it was "a proposal for the butchery of women and children, for scenes of lust and rapine, and of arson and murder, which would invoke the interference of civilized Europe".[89] The Copperheads also saw the Proclamation as an unconstitutional abuse of Presidential power. Editor Henry A. Reeves wrote in Greenport's Republican Watchman that "In the name of freedom of Negroes, [the proclamation] imperils the liberty of white men; to test a utopian theory of equality of races which Nature, History and Experience alike condemn as monstrous, it overturns the Constitution and Civil Laws and sets up Military Usurpation in their Stead."[89]

Racism remained pervasive on both sides of the conflict and many in the North supported the war only as an effort to force the South to stay in the Union. The promises of many Republican politicians that the war was to restore the Union and not about black rights or ending slavery, were now declared lies by their opponents citing the Proclamation. Copperhead David Allen spoke to a rally in Columbiana, Ohio, stating "I have told you that this war is carried on for the Negro. There is the proclamation of the President of the United States. Now fellow Democrats I ask you if you are going to be forced into a war against your Brithren of the Southern States for the Negro. I answer No!"[90] The Copperheads saw the Proclamation as irrefutable proof of their position and the beginning of a political rise for their members; in Connecticut, H. B. Whiting wrote that the truth was now plain even to "those stupid thick-headed persons who persisted in thinking that the President was a conservative man and that the war was for the restoration of the Union under the Constitution".[89]

War Democrats[image: External link] who rejected the Copperhead position within their party, found themselves in a quandary. While throughout the war they had continued to espouse the racist positions of their party and their disdain of the concerns of slaves, they did see the Proclamation as a viable military tool against the South, and worried that opposing it might demoralize troops in the Union army. The question would continue to trouble them and eventually lead to a split within their party as the war progressed.[89]

Lincoln further alienated many in the Union two days after issuing the preliminary copy of the Emancipation Proclamation by suspending habeas corpus[image: External link]. His opponents linked these two actions in their claims that he was becoming a despot. In light of this and a lack of military success for the Union armies, many War Democrat voters who had previously supported Lincoln turned against him and joined the Copperheads in the off-year elections held in October and November.[89]

In the 1862 elections[image: External link], the Democrats gained 28 seats in the House as well as the governorship of New York[image: External link]. Lincoln's friend Orville Hickman Browning told the President that the Proclamation and the suspension of habeas corpus had been "disastrous" for his party by handing the Democrats so many weapons. Lincoln made no response. Copperhead William Javis of Connecticut pronounced the election the "beginning of the end of the utter downfall of Abolitionism in the United States".[89]

Historians James M. McPherson and Allan Nevins state that though the results looked very troubling, they could be seen favorably by Lincoln; his opponents did well only in their historic strongholds and "at the national level their gains in the House were the smallest of any minority party's in an off-year election in nearly a generation. Michigan, California, and Iowa all went Republican.... Moreover, the Republicans picked up five seats in the Senate."[89] McPherson states "If the election was in any sense a referendum on emancipation and on Lincoln's conduct of the war, a majority of Northern voters endorsed these policies."[89]
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 Confederate response




The initial Confederate response was one of expected outrage. The Proclamation was seen as vindication for the rebellion, and proof that Lincoln would have abolished slavery even if the states had remained in the Union.[91] In an August 1863 letter to President Lincoln, U.S. Army general Ulysses S. Grant observed that the Proclamation, combined with the usage of black soldiers by the U.S. Army, profoundly angered the Confederacy, saying that "the emancipation of the Negro, is the heaviest blow yet given the Confederacy. The South rave a great deal about it and profess to be very angry."[92] A few months after the Proclamation took effect, the Confederacy passed a law in May 1863 demanding "full and ample retaliation" against the U.S. for such measures. The Confederacy stated that the black U.S. soldiers captured while fighting against the Confederacy would be tried as slave insurrectionists in civil courts—a capital offense with automatic sentence of death. Less than a year after the law's passage, the Confederates massacred black U.S. soldiers at Fort Pillow[image: External link].[93]

However, some Confederates welcomed the Proclamation, as they believed it would strengthen pro-slavery sentiment in the Confederacy and, thus, lead to greater enlistment of white men into the Confederate army. According to one Confederate man from Kentucky, "The Proclamation is worth three hundred thousand soldiers to our Government at least... It shows exactly what this war was brought about for and the intention of its damnable authors."[94] Even some Union soldiers concurred with this view and expressed reservations about the Proclamation, not on principle, but rather because they were afraid it would increase the Confederacy's determination to fight on and maintain slavery. One Union soldier from New York stated worryingly after the Proclamation's passage, "I know enough of the Southern spirit that I think they will fight for the institution of slavery even to extermination."[95]

As a result of the Proclamation, the price of slaves in the Confederacy increased in the months after its issuance, with one Confederate from South Carolina opining in 1865 that "now is the time for Uncle to buy some negro women and children."[96]
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 International impact




As Lincoln had hoped, the Proclamation turned foreign popular opinion in favor of the Union by gaining the support of anti-slavery countries and countries that had already abolished slavery (especially the developed countries in Europe). This shift ended the Confederacy's hopes of gaining official recognition.[97]

Since the Emancipation Proclamation made the eradication of slavery an explicit Union war goal, it linked support for the South to support for slavery. Public opinion in Britain would not tolerate direct support for slavery. British companies, however, continued to build and operate blockade runners[image: External link] for the South. As Henry Adams[image: External link] noted, "The Emancipation Proclamation has done more for us than all our former victories and all our diplomacy." In Italy, Giuseppe Garibaldi[image: External link] hailed Lincoln as "the heir of the aspirations of John Brown[image: External link]". On August 6, 1863, Garibaldi wrote to Lincoln: Posterity will call you the great emancipator, a more enviable title than any crown could be, and greater than any merely mundane treasure.[98]

Mayor Abel Haywood, a representative for workers from Manchester[image: External link], England, wrote to Lincoln saying, "We joyfully honor you for many decisive steps toward practically exemplifying your belief in the words of your great founders: 'All men are created free and equal.'"[99] The Emancipation Proclamation served to ease tensions with Europe over the North's conduct of the war, and combined with the recent failed Southern offensive at Antietam[image: External link], to cut off any practical chance for the Confederacy to receive British support in the war.[100]
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 Gettysburg Address




Lincoln's Gettysburg Address[image: External link] in November 1863 made indirect reference to the Proclamation and the ending of slavery as a war goal with the phrase "new birth of freedom". The Proclamation solidified Lincoln's support among the rapidly growing abolitionist element of the Republican Party and ensured they would not block his re-nomination in 1864.[101]
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 Postbellum




Near the end of the war, abolitionists were concerned that the Emancipation Proclamation would be construed solely as a war measure, Lincoln's original intent, and would no longer apply once fighting ended. They were also increasingly anxious to secure the freedom of all slaves, not just those freed by the Emancipation Proclamation. Thus pressed, Lincoln staked a large part of his 1864 presidential campaign on a constitutional amendment to abolish slavery uniformly throughout the United States. Lincoln's campaign was bolstered by separate votes in both Maryland and Missouri to abolish slavery in those states. Maryland's new constitution abolishing slavery took effect in November 1864. Slavery in Missouri was ended by executive proclamation of its governor, Thomas C. Fletcher, on January 11, 1865.

Winning re-election, Lincoln pressed the lame duck[image: External link] 38th Congress[image: External link] to pass the proposed amendment immediately rather than wait for the incoming 39th Congress[image: External link] to convene. In January 1865, Congress sent to the state legislatures for ratification what became the Thirteenth Amendment[image: External link], banning slavery in all U.S. states and territories. The amendment was ratified by the legislatures of enough states by December 6, 1865, and proclaimed 12 days later. There were about 40,000 slaves in Kentucky and 1,000 in Delaware who were liberated then.[28]
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 Critiques




Further information: Abraham Lincoln and slavery[image: External link]


As the years went on and American life continued to be deeply unfair towards blacks, cynicism towards Lincoln and the Emancipation Proclamation increased. Perhaps the strongest attack was Lerone Bennett's[image: External link] Forced into Glory: Abraham Lincoln's White Dream[image: External link] (2000), which claimed that Lincoln was a white supremacist who issued the Emancipation Proclamation in lieu of the real racial reforms for which radical abolitionists pushed. In his Lincoln's Emancipation Proclamation, Allen C. Guelzo[image: External link] noted the professional historians' lack of substantial respect for the document, since it has been the subject of few major scholarly studies. He argued that Lincoln was the US "last Enlightenment[image: External link] politician[image: External link]"[102] and as such was dedicated to removing slavery strictly within the bounds of law.

Other historians have given more credit to Lincoln for what he accomplished within the tensions of his cabinet and a society at war, for his own growth in political and moral stature, and for the promise he held out to the slaves.[103] More might have been accomplished if he had not been assassinated. As Eric Foner[image: External link] wrote:


Lincoln was not an abolitionist or Radical Republican, a point Bennett reiterates innumerable times. He did not favor immediate abolition before the war, and held racist views typical of his time. But he was also a man of deep convictions when it came to slavery, and during the Civil War displayed a remarkable capacity for moral and political growth.[104]



Kal Ashraf wrote:


Perhaps in rejecting the critical dualism–Lincoln as individual emancipator pitted against collective self-emancipators–there is an opportunity to recognise the greater persuasiveness of the combination. In a sense, yes: a racist, flawed Lincoln did something heroic, and not in lieu of collective participation, but next to, and enabled, by it. To venerate a singular –Great Emancipator' may be as reductive as dismissing the significance of Lincoln's actions. Who he was as a man, no one of us can ever really know. So it is that the version of Lincoln we keep is also the version we make.[105]
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 Legacy in the Civil Rights Era
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 Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.




Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.[image: External link] made many references to the Emancipation Proclamation during the Civil Rights Movement. These include a speech made at an observance of the hundredth anniversary of the issuing of the Proclamation made in New York City on September 12, 1962 where he placed it alongside the Declaration of Independence as an "imperishable" contribution to civilization, and "All tyrants, past, present and future, are powerless to bury the truths in these declarations". He lamented that despite a history where the United States "proudly professed the basic principles inherent in both documents", it "sadly practiced the antithesis of these principles". He concluded "There is but one way to commemorate the Emancipation Proclamation. That is to make its declarations of freedom real; to reach back to the origins of our nation when our message of equality electrified an unfree world, and reaffirm democracy by deeds as bold and daring as the issuance of the Emancipation Proclamation."[106]

King's most famous invocation of the Emancipation Proclamation was in a speech from the steps of the Lincoln Memorial at the 1963 March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom (often referred to as the "I Have a Dream[image: External link]" speech). King began the speech saying "Five score years ago, a great American, in whose symbolic shadow we stand, signed the Emancipation Proclamation. This momentous decree came as a great beacon light of hope to millions of Negro slaves who had been seared in the flames of withering injustice. It came as a joyous daybreak to end the long night of captivity. But one hundred years later, we must face the tragic fact that the Negro is still not free. One hundred years later, the life of the Negro is still sadly crippled by the manacles of segregation and the chains of discrimination."[107]
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 The "Second Emancipation Proclamation"




Main article: Second Emancipation Proclamation[image: External link]


In the early 1960s, Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and his associates developed a strategy to call on President John F. Kennedy[image: External link] to bypass a Southern segregationist opposition in the Congress by issuing an executive order[image: External link] to put an end to segregation. This envisioned document was referred to as the "Second Emancipation Proclamation".
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 President John F. Kennedy




On June 11, 1963, President Kennedy appeared on national television to address the issue of civil rights. Kennedy, who had been routinely criticized as timid by some of the leaders of the Civil Rights Movement, told Americans that two black students had been peacefully enrolled[image: External link] in the University of Alabama with the aid the National Guard despite the opposition of Governor George Wallace[image: External link].

John Kennedy called it a "moral issue"[108] Invoking the centennial of the Emancipation Proclamation he said "One hundred years of delay have passed since President Lincoln freed the slaves, yet their heirs, their grandsons, are not fully free. They are not yet freed from the bonds of injustice. They are not yet freed from social and economic oppression. And this Nation, for all its hopes and all its boasts, will not be fully free until all its citizens are free. We preach freedom around the world, and we mean it, and we cherish our freedom here at home, but are we to say to the world, and much more importantly, to each other that this is a land of the free except for the Negroes; that we have no second-class citizens except Negroes; that we have no class or caste system, no ghettoes, no master race except with respect to Negroes? Now the time has come for this Nation to fulfill its promise. The events in Birmingham[image: External link] and elsewhere have so increased the cries for equality that no city or State or legislative body can prudently choose to ignore them."[109]

In the same speech Kennedy announced he would introduce comprehensive civil rights legislation to the United States Congress which he did a week later (he continued to push for its passage until his assassination in November 1963). Historian Peniel E. Joseph[image: External link] holds Lyndon Johnson's ability to get that bill, the Civil Rights Act of 1964[image: External link], passed on July 2, 1964 was aided by "the moral forcefulness of the June 11 speech" which turned "the narrative of civil rights from a regional issue into a national story promoting racial equality and democratic renewal".[108]
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 President Lyndon B. Johnson




During the Civil Rights Movement of the 1960s Lyndon B. Johnson[image: External link] invoked the Emancipation Proclamation holding it up as a promise yet to be fully implemented.

As Vice President while speaking from Gettysburg on May 30, 1963 (Memorial Day), at the centennial of the Emancipation Proclamation, Johnson connected it directly with the ongoing civil rights struggles of the time saying "One hundred years ago, the slave was freed. One hundred years later, the Negro remains in bondage to the color of his skin.... In this hour, it is not our respective races which are at stake—it is our nation. Let those who care for their country come forward, North and South, white and Negro, to lead the way through this moment of challenge and decision.... Until justice is blind to color, until education is unaware of race, until opportunity is unconcerned with color of men's skins, emancipation will be a proclamation but not a fact. To the extent that the proclamation of emancipation is not fulfilled in fact, to that extent we shall have fallen short of assuring freedom to the free."[110]

As President, Johnson again invoked the proclamation in a speech presenting the Voting Rights Act[image: External link] at a joint session of Congress on Monday, March 15, 1965. This was one week after violence had been inflicted on peaceful civil rights marchers during the Selma to Montgomery marches[image: External link]. Johnson said "... it's not just Negroes, but really it's all of us, who must overcome the crippling legacy of bigotry and injustice. And we shall overcome[image: External link]. As a man whose roots go deeply into Southern soil, I know how agonizing racial feelings are. I know how difficult it is to reshape the attitudes and the structure of our society. But a century has passed—more than 100 years—since the Negro was freed. And he is not fully free tonight. It was more than 100 years ago that Abraham Lincoln—a great President of another party—signed the Emancipation Proclamation. But emancipation is a proclamation and not a fact. A century has passed—more than 100 years—since equality was promised, and yet the Negro is not equal. A century has passed since the day of promise, and the promise is unkept. The time of justice has now come, and I tell you that I believe sincerely that no force can hold it back. It is right in the eyes of man and God that it should come, and when it does, I think that day will brighten the lives of every American."[111]
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 In popular culture




In episode 86[image: External link] of The Andy Griffith Show[image: External link], Andy asks Barney[image: External link] to explain the Emancipation Proclamation to Opie[image: External link] who is struggling with history at school.[113] Barney brags about his history expertise, yet it is apparent he cannot answer Andy's question. He finally becomes frustrated and explains it is a proclamation for certain people who wanted emancipation.[114]

The Emancipation Proclamation is celebrated around the world including on stamps of nations such as the Republic of Togo.[115] The United States commemorative was issued on August 16, 1963, the opening day of the Century of Negro Progress Exposition in Chicago, Illinois. Designed by Georg Olden[image: External link], an initial printing of 120 million stamps was authorized.[112]
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 See also





	Abolition of slavery timeline[image: External link]

	
Act Prohibiting the Return of Slaves[image: External link] – 1862 statute.

	District of Columbia Compensated Emancipation Act

	
Emancipation Memorial, a sculpture in Washington, D.C., completed in 1876.

	History of slavery in Kentucky[image: External link]

	History of slavery in Missouri[image: External link]

	Juneteenth[image: External link]

	
Slavery Abolition Act 1833[image: External link] – an act passed by the British parliament abolishing slavery in British colonies with compensation to the owners.

	Slave Trade Acts[image: External link]

	Timeline of the African-American Civil Rights Movement[image: External link]

	
War Governors' Conference[image: External link] – gave Lincoln the much needed political support to issue the Proclamation.
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Lincoln Memorial Reflecting Pool






The Lincoln Memorial Reflecting Pool is the largest of the many reflecting pools[image: External link] in Washington, D.C., United States. It is a long and large rectangular pool located on the National Mall, directly east of the Lincoln Memorial, with the Washington Monument to the east of the reflecting pool.[1] Part of the iconic image of Washington, the reflecting pool hosts many of the 24 million visitors a year who visit the National Mall.[2] It is lined by walking paths and shade trees on both sides. Depending on the viewer's vantage point, it dramatically reflects the Washington Monument, the Lincoln Memorial, the Mall's trees, and/or the expansive sky.
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 Description




The Lincoln Memorial Reflecting Pool was designed by Henry Bacon[image: External link], and was constructed in 1922 and 1923, following the dedication of the Lincoln Memorial. It is approximately 2,029 feet (618 m) long (over a third of a mile) and 167 feet (51 m) wide. It has a depth of approximately 18 inches (46 cm) on the sides and 30 inches (76 cm) in the center. It holds approximately 6,750,000 U.S. gallons (25,500,000  L[image: External link]) of water.[3]
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 Restoration




Using funding from the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009[image: External link], the National Park Service reconstructed the Lincoln Memorial Reflecting Pool. The pool's water supply system was updated to eliminate stagnant water[image: External link] by circulating water from the Tidal Basin; the pool was formerly filled using potable water from the city. Paved walking paths were added to the north and south sides of the pool to replace worn grass and to prevent further erosion[image: External link].[4] Construction on the 18-month, $30.7 million project began in November 2010. In May 2011, workers began sinking the first of 2,113 wood pilings[image: External link] into a 40-foot deep layer of soft, marshy river clay[image: External link] and some dredged material atop bedrock[image: External link] to support a new pool.[5] The pool reopened on August 31, 2012. The project was managed by the Louis Berger Group[image: External link].[6]
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 Post-restoration operation




Within weeks of the pool's reopening in 2012, it had to be drained and cleaned at a cost of $100,000 due to algae in the pool. The algae growth was so extensive it almost completely covered the surface of the pool.[7] Using an ozone disinfectant system installed during the renovation,[8] the National Park Service said it would double the amount of algae-killing ozone in the pool to control future outbreaks.[7]

In 2013, construction of the National World War II Memorial damaged the eastern end of the Reflecting Pool. NPS workers closed the eastern 30 feet (9.1 m) of the pool in August 2015 to repair the basin, work that was expected to be completed in the summer of 2016.[9]

The Reflecting Pool was completely drained in June 2017 to control a parasitical outbreak. The parasite, which causes swimmer's itch[image: External link], infects snails which inhabit the pool. More than 80 ducks and ducklings have died at the pool due to parasitical infection since May 20. Park Service workers said the work and refilling of the pool would take 10 days.[10]
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 Events




Located at the base of the Lincoln Memorial's steps, the Reflecting Pool area has been the site of many historic events, including:


	In 1939, singer Marian Anderson[image: External link] was denied permission to perform at Constitution Hall[image: External link] in Washington because she was African American. An open-air concert was held on Easter Sunday, with a crowd of over 75,000 people.

	On August 28, 1963, the March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom used the area for its Civil Rights[image: External link] rally. It was there that Martin Luther King Jr.[image: External link] gave his "I Have a Dream[image: External link]" speech, delivered to a crowd of 250,000 people.

	In 2009, We Are One: The Obama Inaugural Celebration at the Lincoln Memorial[image: External link] was held, with a crowd of 400,000 people.

	In 2010, the restoration project began.

	On August 28, 2010, the Restoring Honor[image: External link] rally was held. Notable speakers included Alveda King[image: External link], the niece of Martin Luther King Jr.[image: External link], former Vice Presidential candidate Gov. Sarah Palin[image: External link] and the event's organizer Glenn Beck[image: External link].

	As of 2012, the restoration project was completed and the pool was reopened on August 31.

	On December 31, 2012, National Park Rangers, using their personal funds and time, lit over 2,000 candles around the reflecting pool in commemoration of the 150th anniversary of the Emancipation Proclamation, where the Park Service rang in the New Year with a Night Watch and Freedom Vigil and the singing of "My Country, 'Tis of Thee[image: External link]."

	On August 28, 2013, the 50th anniversary of the March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom and Martin Luther King Jr.'s "I Have A Dream" speech was commemorated by an all-day event. The event featured various speakers including President Barack Obama[image: External link] and John Lewis[image: External link], the only speaker from the original rally to remain living.
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March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom






"March on Washington" redirects here. For other marches on Washington, D.C., see List of protest marches on Washington, D.C.




	



	




The March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom, the March on Washington, or The Great March on Washington,[1][2] was held in Washington, D.C. on Wednesday, August 28, 1963. The purpose of the march was to stand up for civil and economic rights for African Americans during a time when racism was more prevalent throughout society. At the march, Martin Luther King Jr.[image: External link], standing in front of the Lincoln Memorial, delivered his historic "I Have a Dream[image: External link]" speech in which he called for an end to racism.[3]

The march was organized by A. Philip Randolph[image: External link] and Bayard Rustin[image: External link], who built an alliance of civil rights, labor, and religious organizations[4] that came together under the banner of "jobs and freedom."[5] Estimates of the number of participants varied from 200,000 to 300,000;[6] the most widely cited estimate is 250,000 people.[7] Observers estimated that 75–80% of the marchers were black.[8] The march was one of the largest political rallies[image: External link] for human rights in United States history.[5]

The march is credited with helping to pass the Civil Rights Act of 1964[image: External link][9][10] and preceded the Selma Voting Rights Movement[image: External link] which led to the passage of the Voting Rights Act of 1965[image: External link].[11]
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Although African Americans had been legally freed from slavery[image: External link], elevated to the status of citizens[image: External link] and the men given full voting rights[image: External link] at the end of the American Civil War, many continued to face social, economic, and political repression over the years and into the 1960s. In the early 1960s, a system of legal discrimination, known as Jim Crow laws[image: External link], were pervasive in the American South, ensuring that Black Americans remained oppressed. They also experienced discrimination from businesses and governments, and in some places were prevented from voting through intimidation and violence.[12] Twenty-one states prohibited interracial marriage[image: External link].[13]

The impetus for a march on Washington developed over a long period of time, and earlier efforts to organize such a demonstration included the March on Washington Movement[image: External link] of the 1940s. A. Philip Randolph[image: External link]—the president of the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters[image: External link], president of the Negro American Labor Council,[6] and vice president of the AFL-CIO[image: External link]—was a key instigator in 1941. With Bayard Rustin[image: External link], Randolph called for 100,000 black workers to march on Washington,[4] in protest of discriminatory hiring by U.S. military contractors[image: External link] and demanding an Executive Order[image: External link].[14] Faced with a mass march scheduled for July 1, 1941, President Roosevelt[image: External link] issued Executive Order 8802[image: External link] on June 25.[15] The order established the Committee on Fair Employment Practice[image: External link] and banned discriminatory hiring in the defense industry.[16] Randolph called off the March.[17]

Randolph and Rustin continued to organize around the idea of a mass march on Washington. They envisioned several large marches during the 1940s, but all were called off (despite criticism from Rustin).[18] Their Prayer Pilgrimage for Freedom[image: External link], held at the Lincoln Memorial on May 17, 1957, featured key leaders including Adam Clayton Powell[image: External link], Martin Luther King Jr.[image: External link], and Roy Wilkins[image: External link]. Mahalia Jackson[image: External link] performed.[19]

The 1963 march was an important part of the rapidly expanding Civil Rights Movement, which involved demonstrations and nonviolent direct action[image: External link] across the United States.[20] 1963 also marked the 100th anniversary of the signing of the Emancipation Proclamation by Abraham Lincoln. Members of The National Association for the Advancement of Colored People[image: External link] (NAACP), and the Southern Christian Leadership Conference[image: External link] put aside their differences and came together for the march. Many whites and blacks also came together in the urgency for change in the nation.

Violent confrontations broke out in the South: in Cambridge, Maryland; Pine Bluff, Arkansas; Goldsboro, North Carolina; Somerville, Tennessee; Saint Augustine, Florida; and across Mississippi. Most of these incidents involved white people retaliating against nonviolent demonstrators.[21] Many people wanted to march on Washington, but disagreed over how the march should be conducted. Some called for a complete shutdown of the city through civil disobedience[image: External link]. Others argued that the movement should remain nationwide in scope, rather than focus its energies on the nation's capital.[22] There was a widespread perception that the Kennedy administration[image: External link] had not lived up to its promises in the 1960 election, and King described Kennedy's race policy as "tokenism".[23]

On May 24, 1963, Attorney General Robert F. Kennedy[image: External link] invited African-American novelist James Baldwin[image: External link], along with a large group of cultural leaders, to a meeting in New York to discuss race relations. However, the meeting became antagonistic, as black delegates felt that Kennedy did not have a full understanding of the race problem in the nation. The public failure of the meeting, which came to be known as the Baldwin–Kennedy meeting[image: External link], underscored the divide between the needs of Black America and the understanding of Washington politicians. However, the meeting also provoked the Kennedy administration[image: External link] to take action on the civil rights for African-Americans.[24] On June 11, 1963, President John F. Kennedy[image: External link] gave his famous civil rights address[image: External link] on national television and radio, announcing that he would begin to push for civil rights legislation—the law which eventually became the Civil Rights Act of 1964[image: External link]. That night, Mississippi activist Medgar Evers[image: External link] was murdered in his own driveway, further escalating national tension around the issue of racial inequality.[25]
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 Planning and organization




A. Philip Randolph[image: External link] and Bayard Rustin[image: External link] began planning the march in December 1961. They envisioned two days of protest, including sit-ins and lobbying followed by a mass rally at the Lincoln Memorial. They wanted to focus on joblessness and to call for a public works program that would employ blacks. In early 1963 they called publicly for "a massive March on Washington for jobs".[26] They received help from Amalgamated Clothing Workers[image: External link] unionist Stanley Aronowitz[image: External link], who gathered support from radical organizers who could be trusted not to report their plans to the Kennedy administration. The unionists offered tentative support for a march that would be focused on jobs.[27]

On May 15, 1963, without securing the cooperation of the NAACP or the Urban League, Randolph announced an "October Emancipation March on Washington for Jobs".[28] He reached out to union leaders, winning the support of the UAW's Walter Reuther[image: External link], but not of AFL–CIO[image: External link] president George Meany[image: External link].[29] Randolph and Rustin intended to focus the March on economic inequality, stating in their original plan that “integration in the fields of education, housing, transportation and public accommodations will be of limited extent and duration so long as fundamental economic inequality along racial lines persists.”[30] As they negotiated with other leaders, they expanded their stated objectives to "Jobs and Freedom" to acknowledge the agenda of groups that focused more on civil rights.[31]

In June 1963, leaders from several different organizations formed the Council for United Civil Rights Leadership[image: External link], an umbrella group which would coordinate funds and messaging.[32][33] This coalition of leaders, who became known as the "Big Six[image: External link]", included: Randolph who was chosen as the titular head of the march, James Farmer[image: External link] (president of the Congress of Racial Equality[image: External link]), John Lewis[image: External link] (chairman of the Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee[image: External link]), Martin Luther King Jr.[image: External link] (president of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference[image: External link]),[6] Roy Wilkins[image: External link] (president of the NAACP[image: External link]),[6] and Whitney Young[image: External link] (president of the National Urban League[image: External link]). King in particular had become well known for his role in the Birmingham campaign[image: External link] and for his Letter from Birmingham Jail[image: External link].[34] Wilkins and Young initially objected to Rustin as a leader for the march, because he was a homosexual, a former Communist, and a draft resistor.[29] They eventually accepted Rustin as deputy organizer, on the condition that Randolph act as lead organizer and manage any political fallout.[35]

On June 22, Big Six met with President Kennedy, who warned against creating "an atmosphere of intimidation" by bringing a large crowd to Washington. The civil rights activists insisted on holding the march. Wilkins pushed for the organizers to rule out civil disobedience[image: External link] and described this proposal as the "perfect compromise". King and Young agreed. Leaders from CORE and SNCC, who wanted to conduct direct actions against the Department of Justice, endorsed the protest before they were informed that civil disobedience would not be allowed. Finalized plans for the March were announced in a press conference on July 2.[36] President Kennedy spoke favorably of the March on July 17, saying that organizers planned a peaceful assembly and had cooperated with the Washington, D.C., police.[37]

Mobilization and logistics were administered by Rustin, a civil rights veteran and organizer of the 1947 Journey of Reconciliation[image: External link], the first of the Freedom Rides[image: External link] to test the Supreme Court ruling that banned racial discrimination[image: External link] in interstate travel. Rustin was a long-time associate of both Randolph and Dr. King. With Randolph concentrating on building the march's political coalition, Rustin built and led the team of two hundred activists and organizers who publicized the march and recruited the marchers, coordinated the buses and trains, provided the marshals, and set up and administered all of the logistic details of a mass march in the nation's capital.[38] During the days leading up to the march, these 200 volunteers used the ballroom of Washington DC radio station WUST[image: External link] as their operations headquarters.[39]

The march was not universally supported among civil rights activists. Some, including Rustin (who assembled 4,000 volunteer marshals from New York), were concerned that it might turn violent, which could undermine pending legislation and damage the international image of the movement.[40] The march was condemned by Malcolm X[image: External link], spokesperson for the Nation of Islam[image: External link], who termed it the "farce on Washington".[41]

March organizers themselves disagreed over the purpose of the march. The NAACP and Urban League saw it as a gesture of support for a civil rights bill that had been introduced by the Kennedy[image: External link] Administration. Randolph, King, and the Southern Christian Leadership Conference[image: External link] (SCLC) saw it as a way of raising both civil rights and economic issues to national attention beyond the Kennedy bill. Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee[image: External link] (SNCC) and Congress of Racial Equality[image: External link] (CORE) saw it as a way of challenging and condemning the Kennedy administration's inaction and lack of support for civil rights for African Americans.[4]

Despite their disagreements, the group came together on a set of goals:


	Passage of meaningful civil rights legislation;

	Immediate elimination of school segregation;

	A program of public works, including job training, for the unemployed;

	A Federal law prohibiting discrimination in public or private hiring;

	A $2-an-hour minimum wage nationwide;

	Withholding Federal funds from programs that tolerate discrimination;

	Enforcement of the 14th Amendment to the Constitution by reducing congressional representation from States that disenfranchise citizens;

	A broadened Fair Labor Standards Act to currently excluded employment areas;

	Authority for the Attorney General to institute injunctive suits when constitutional rights are violated.[42]




Although in years past, Randolph had supported "Negro only" marches, partly to reduce the impression that the civil rights movement was dominated by white communists, organizers in 1963 agreed that whites and blacks marching side by side would create a more powerful image.[43]

The Kennedy Administration cooperated with the organizers in planning the March, and one member of the Justice Department was assigned as a full-time liaison.[44] Chicago and New York City (as well as some corporations) agreed to designate August 28 as "Freedom Day" and give workers the day off.[45]

To avoid being perceived as radical, organizers rejected support from Communist groups. However, some politicians claimed that the March was Communist-inspired, and the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) produced numerous reports suggesting the same.[46][47] In the days before August 28, the FBI called celebrity backers to inform them of the organizers' communist connections and advising them to withdraw their support.[48] When William C. Sullivan[image: External link] produced a lengthy report on August 23 suggesting that Communists had failed to appreciably infiltrate the civil rights movement, FBI Director J. Edgar Hoover[image: External link] rejected its contents.[49] Strom Thurmond[image: External link] launched a prominent public attack on the March as Communist, and singled out Rustin in particular as a Communist and a gay man.[50]

Organizers worked out of a building at West 130th St. and Lenox in Harlem[image: External link].[51] They promoted the march by selling buttons, featuring two hands shaking, the words "March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom", a union bug, and the date August 28, 1963. By August 2, they had distributed 42,000 of the buttons. Their goal was a crowd of at least 100,000 people.[45]

As the march was being planned, activists across the country received bomb threats at their homes and in their offices. The Los Angeles Times received a message saying its headquarters would be bombed unless it printed a message calling the president a "Nigger Lover". Five airplanes were grounded on the morning of August 28 due to bomb threats. A man in Kansas City telephoned the FBI to say he would put a hole between King's eyes; the FBI did not respond. Roy Wilkins was threatened with assassination if he did not leave the country.[52]
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 Convergence




Thousands traveled by road, rail, and air to Washington D.C. on Wednesday, August 28. Marchers from Boston traveled overnight and arrived in Washington at 7am after an eight-hour trip, but others took much longer bus rides from places like Milwaukee, Little Rock, and St. Louis. Organizers persuaded New York's MTA to run extra subway trains after midnight on August 28, and the New York City bus terminal was busy throughout the night with peak crowds.[53] A total of 450 buses left New York City from Harlem. Maryland police reported that "by 8:00 a.m., 100 buses an hour were streaming through the Baltimore Harbor Tunnel."[54]

One reporter, Fred Powledge, accompanied African-Americans who boarded six buses in Birmingham, Alabama, for the 750-mile trip to Washington. The New York Times[image: External link] carried his report:


The 260 demonstrators, of all ages, carried picnic baskets, water jugs, Bibles and a major weapon - their willingness to march, sing and pray in protest against discrimination. They gathered early this morning [August 27] in Birmingham's Kelly Ingram Park[image: External link], where state troopers once [four months previous in May] used fire hoses and dog to put down their demonstrations. It was peaceful in the Birmingham park as the marchers waited for the buses. The police, now part of a moderate city power structure, directed traffic around the square and did not interfere with the gathering... An old man commented on the 20-hour ride, which was bound to be less than comfortable: "You forget we Negroes have been riding buses all our lives. We don't have the money to fly in airplanes."



John Marshall Kilimanjaro, a demonstrator traveling from Greensboro, North Carolina, said:[55]


Contrary to the mythology, the early moments of the March—getting there—was no picnic. People were afraid. We didn't know what we would meet. There was no precedent. Sitting across from me was a black preacher with a white collar. He was an AME preacher. We talked. Every now and then, people on the bus sang 'Oh Freedom' and 'We Shall Overcome,' but for the most part there wasn't a whole bunch of singing. We were secretly praying that nothing violent happened.



Other bus rides featured racial tension, as black activists criticized liberal white participants as fair-weather friends.[56]

Hazel Mangle Rivers, who had paid $8 for her ticket—"one-tenth of her husband's weekly salary"—was quoted in the August 29 New York Times. Rivers stated that she was impressed by Washington's civility: "The people are lots better up here than they are down South. They treat you much nicer. Why, when I was out there at the march a white man stepped on my foot, and he said, "Excuse me," and I said "Certainly!" That's the first time that has ever happened to me. I believe that was the first time a white person has ever really been nice to me."[42]

Some participants who arrived early held an all-night vigil outside the Department of Justice[image: External link], claiming it had unfairly targeted civil rights activists and that it had been too lenient on white supremacists who attacked them.[57]
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 Security preparations




The Washington, D.C., police forces were mobilized to full capacity for the march, including reserve officers and deputized firefighters. A total of 5,900 police officers were on duty.[58] The government mustered 2,000 men from the National Guard, and brought in 3,000 outside soldiers to join the 1,000 already stationed in the area.[59] These additional soldiers were flown in on helicopters from bases in Virginia and North Carolina. The Pentagon readied 19,000 troops in the suburbs.[60] All of the forces involved were prepared to implement a coordinated conflict strategy named "Operation Steep Hill".[61]

For the first time since Prohibition[image: External link], liquor sales were banned in Washington D.C.[62] Hospitals stockpiled blood plasma and cancelled elective surgeries.[63] Major League Baseball cancelled two games between the Minnesota Twins and the last place Washington Senators even though the venue, D.C. Stadium, was nearly four miles from the Lincoln Memorial rally site.[60]

Rustin and Walter Fauntroy[image: External link] negotiated some security issues with the government, gaining approval for private marshals with the understanding that these would not be able to act against outside agitators. The FBI and Justice Department refused to provide preventive guards for buses traveling through the South to reach D.C.[64] William Johnson recruited more than 1,000 police officers to serve on this force.[65] Julius Hobson[image: External link], an FBI informant who served on the March's security force, told the team to be on the lookout for FBI infiltrators who might act as agents provocateurs[image: External link].[66]

Jerry Bruno, President Kennedy's advance man, was positioned to cut the power to the public address system in the event of any incendiary rally speech.[60]
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 Sound system




Rustin pushed hard for an expensive ($16,000) sound system, maintaining "We cannot maintain order where people cannot hear." The system was obtained and set up at the Lincoln Memorial, but was sabotaged on the day before the March. Its operators were unable to repair it. Fauntroy contacted Attorney General Robert Kennedy[image: External link] and his civil rights liaison Burke Marshall[image: External link], demanding that the government fix the system. Fauntroy reportedly told them: "We have a couple hundred thousand people coming. Do you want a fight here tomorrow after all we've done?" The system was successfully rebuilt overnight by the U.S. Army Signal Corps[image: External link].[67]
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 The March




The march commanded national attention by preempting regularly scheduled television programs. As the first ceremony of such magnitude ever initiated and dominated by African Americans, the march also was the first to have its nature wholly misperceived in advance. Dominant expectations ran from paternal apprehension to dread. On Meet the Press[image: External link], reporters grilled Roy Wilkins and Martin Luther King about widespread foreboding that "it would be impossible to bring more than 100,000 militant Negroes into Washington without incidents and possibly rioting." Life magazine[image: External link] declared that the capital was suffering "its worst case of invasion jitters since the First Battle of Bull Run[image: External link]." The Pentagon readied 19,000 troops in the suburbs and the jails shifted inmates to other prisons to make room for those arrested in mass arrests[image: External link]; the city banned all sales of alcoholic beverages; hospitals made room for riot casualties by postponing elective surgery. With nearly 1,700 extra correspondents supplementing the Washington press corps, the march drew a media assembly larger than the Kennedy inauguration two years earlier.[42] Students from the University of California came together as black power organizations and emphasized on the importance of African American freedom struggle. The march included black political parties and William Worthy who was one of many who lead college students during the freedom struggle era.[68]

On August 28, more than 2,000 buses[image: External link], 21 chartered trains[image: External link], 10 chartered airliners, and uncounted cars converged on Washington.[69] All regularly scheduled planes, trains, and buses were also filled to capacity.[42]

Although Randolph and Rustin had originally planned to fill the streets of Washington, D.C., the final route of the March covered only half of the National Mall.[44] The march began at the Washington Monument and was scheduled to progress to the Lincoln Memorial with a program of music and speakers. Demonstrators were met at the monument by speakers and musicians. Women leaders were asked to march down Independence Avenue, while the male leaders marched on Pennsylvania Avenue with the media.[70]

The march failed to start on time because its leaders were meeting with members of Congress. To the leaders' surprise, the assembled group began to march from the Washington Monument to the Lincoln Memorial without them. The leaders met the March at Constitution Avenue, where they linked arms at the head of a crowd in order to be photographed 'leading the march'.[71]

Marchers were not supposed to create their own signs, though this rule was not completely enforced by marshals. Most of the demonstrators did carry pre-made signs, available in piles at the Washington Monument.[72]

About 50 members of the American Nazi Party[image: External link] staged a counter-protest and were quickly dispersed by police.[73]

The rest of Washington was quiet during the March. Most non-participating workers stayed home. Jailers allowed inmates to watch the March on TV.[74]
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 Speakers




Representatives from each of the sponsoring organizations addressed the crowd from the podium at the Lincoln Memorial. Speakers (dubbed "The Big Ten") included The Big Six; three religious leaders (Catholic, Protestant, and Jewish); and labor leader Walter Reuther[image: External link]. None of the official speeches were by women; Josephine Baker[image: External link] gave a speech during the preliminary offerings, but women's presence in the official program was limited to a "tribute" led by Bayard Rustin[image: External link], at which Daisy Bates[image: External link] spoke (see "excluded speakers" below.)

Floyd McKissick[image: External link] read James Farmer[image: External link]'s speech because Farmer had been arrested during a protest in Louisiana[image: External link]; Farmer had written that the protests would not stop "until the dogs stop biting us in the South and the rats stop biting us in the North."[77]

The actual order of the speakers is as follows: 1. A. Philip Randolph[image: External link] – March Director, 2. Walter Reuther – AFL-CIO, 3. Roy Wilkins[image: External link] – NAACP, 4. John Lewis[image: External link] – SNCC[image: External link], 5. Daisy Bates – Little Rock, Arkansas, 6. Dr. Eugene Carson Blake[image: External link] – United Presbyterian Church and the National Council of Churches, 7. Floyd McKissick[image: External link] –CORE, 8. Whitney Young[image: External link] – National Urban League, 9. Several smaller speeches, including Rabbi Joachim Prinz[image: External link] – American Jewish Congress, Mathew Ahmann[image: External link] – National Catholic Conference, Josephine Baker – actress, and 10. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. – SCLC. Then closing remarks by A. Philip Randolph and Bayard Rustin, March Organizers, leading with The Pledge and list of demands.[78]
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 Official program




Marian Anderson[image: External link] was scheduled to lead the National Anthem[image: External link] but was unable to arrive on time; Camilla Williams[image: External link] performed in her place. Following an invocation by Archbishop Patrick O'Boyle[image: External link], the opening remarks were given by march director A. Philip Randolph[image: External link], followed by Eugene Carson Blake[image: External link]. A tribute to "Negro Women Fighters for Freedom" was then led by Bayard Rustin[image: External link], at which Daisy Bates[image: External link] spoke briefly in place of Myrlie Evers[image: External link], who had missed her flight.[79][80][81] The tribute introduced Daisy Bates[image: External link], Diane Nash[image: External link], Prince E. Lee, Rosa Parks[image: External link], and Gloria Richardson[image: External link]. The following speakers were SNCC chairman John Lewis[image: External link], labor leader Walter Reuther[image: External link] and CORE chairman Floyd McKissick[image: External link] (substituting for arrested CORE director James Farmer[image: External link]). The Eva Jessye Choir then sang, and Rabbi Uri Miller (president of the Synagogue Council of America) offered a prayer, followed by National Urban League director Whitney Young[image: External link], NCCIJ director Mathew Ahmann[image: External link], and NAACP leader Roy Wilkins[image: External link]. After a performance by singer Mahalia Jackson[image: External link], American Jewish Congress president Joachim Prinz[image: External link] spoke, followed by SCLC president Martin Luther King Jr[image: External link]. Rustin then read the march's official demands for the crowd's approval, and Randolph led the crowd in a pledge to continue working for the march's goals. The program was closed with a benediction by Morehouse College president Benjamin Mays[image: External link].

Although one of the officially stated purposes of the march was to support the civil rights bill introduced by the Kennedy Administration, several of the speakers criticized the proposed law as insufficient. Two government agents stood by in a position to cut power to the microphone if necessary.[82]
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 Roy Wilkins




Roy Wilkins announced that W. E. B. Du Bois[image: External link] had died in Ghana the previous night; the crowd observed a moment of silence in his memory.[83] Wilkins had initially refused to announce the news because he despised Du Bois as a Communist—but then insisted on making the announcement when he realized that Randolph would make it if he didn't.[84] Wilkins said: "Regardless of the fact that in his later years Dr. Du Bois chose another path, it is incontrovertible that at the dawn of the twentieth century his was the voice that was calling you to gather here today in this cause. If you want to read something that applies to 1963 go back and get a volume of The Souls of Black Folk by Du Bois, published in 1903."[85]
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 John Lewis




John Lewis[image: External link] of SNCC[image: External link] was the youngest speaker at the event.[86] His speech—which a number of SNCC activists had helped write—took the Administration to task for how little it had done to protect southern blacks and civil rights workers under attack in the Deep South.[41][87] Cut from his original speech at the insistence of more conservative and pro-Kennedy leaders[4][88] were phrases such as:


In good conscience, we cannot support wholeheartedly the administration's civil rights bill, for it is too little and too late. ...

I want to know, which side is the federal government on?...

The revolution is a serious one. Mr. Kennedy is trying to take the revolution out of the streets and put it into the courts. Listen, Mr. Kennedy. Listen, Mr. Congressman. Listen, fellow citizens. The black masses are on the march for jobs and freedom, and we must say to the politicians that there won't be a "cooling-off" period.

...We will march through the South, through the heart of Dixie, the way Sherman[image: External link] did. We shall pursue our own scorched earth[image: External link] policy and burn Jim Crow to the ground—nonviolently...



Copies of the SNCC speech were distributed on August 27, and met with immediate disapproval from many of the organizers. Archbishop Patrick O'Boyle objected most strenuously to a part of the speech that called for immediate action and disavowed "patience". The government (and more moderate civil rights leaders) could not countenance SNCC's explicit opposition of Kennedy's civil rights bill. That night, O'Boyle and other members of the Catholic delegation began preparing a statement announcing their withdrawal from the March. Reuther convinced them to wait and called Rustin; Rustin informed Lewis at 2 A.M. on August 28 that his speech was unacceptable to key members of the March. (Rustin also reportedly contacted Tom Kahn[image: External link], mistakenly believing that Kahn had edited the speech and inserted the line about Sherman's March to the Sea[image: External link]. Rustin asked, "How could you do this? Do you know what Sherman did?) But Lewis did not want to change the speech. Other members of SNCC, including Stokely Carmichael[image: External link], were also adamant that the speech not be censored.[89]

The dispute continued until minutes before talks were scheduled to begin. Under threat of public denouncement by the religious leaders, and under pressure from the rest of his coalition, Lewis agreed to omit the 'inflammatory' passages.[90] Many activists from SNCC, CORE, and even SCLC were angry at what they considered censorship of his speech.[91]

Lewis added a qualified endorsement of the civil rights legislation, saying: "It is true that we support the administration's Civil Rights Bill. We support it with great reservation, however."[31] Even after toning down his speech, Lewis called for activists to "get in and stay in the streets of every city, every village and hamlet of this nation until true freedom comes".[92]
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 Martin Luther King Jr.




Main article: I Have a Dream[image: External link]


The speech given by SCLC president King, who spoke last, became known as the "I Have a Dream[image: External link]" speech, which was carried live by TV stations and subsequently considered the most impressive moment of the march.[93] In it, King called for an end to racism in the United States. It invoked the Declaration of Independence, the Emancipation Proclamation, and the United States Constitution. At the end of the speech, Mahalia Jackson[image: External link] shouted from the crowd, “Tell them about the dream, Martin!”, and King departed from his prepared text for a partly improvised peroration[image: External link] on the theme of "I have a dream".[94][95] Over time it has been hailed as a masterpiece of rhetoric, added to the National Recording Registry[image: External link] and memorialized by the National Park Service with an inscription on the spot where King stood to deliver the speech.
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 Randolph and Rustin




A. Philip Randolph spoke first, promising: "we shall return again and again to Washington in ever growing numbers until total freedom is ours."[96]

Randolph also closed the event along with Bayard Rustin. Rustin followed King's speech by slowly reading the list of demands.[97] The two concluded by urging attendees to take various actions in support of the struggle.[98]
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 Excluded speakers




Author James Baldwin[image: External link] was prevented from speaking at the March on the grounds that his comments would be too inflammatory.[99] Baldwin later commented on the irony of the "terrifying and profound" requests that he prevent the March from happening:[100]


In my view, by that time, there was, on the one hand, nothing to prevent—the March had already been co-opted—and, on the other, no way of stopping the people from descending on Washington. What struck me most horribly was that virtually no one in power (including some blacks or Negroes who were somewhere next door to power) was able, even remotely, to accept the depth, the dimension, of the passion and the faith of the people.



Despite the protests of organizer Anna Arnold Hedgeman[image: External link], no women gave a speech at the March. Male organizers attributed this omission to the "difficulty of finding a single woman to speak without causing serious problems vis-à-vis other women and women's groups".[101] Hedgeman read a statement at an August 16 meeting, charging:


In light of the role of Negro women in the struggle for freedom and especially in light of the extra burden they have carried because of the castration of our Negro men in this culture, it is incredible that no woman should appear as a speaker at the historic March on Washington Meeting at the Lincoln Memorial. . .



The assembled group agreed that Myrlie Evers, the new widow of Medgar Evers, could speak during the "Tribute to Women". However, Mrs. Evers was unavailable.[102][103] Daisy Bates[image: External link] spoke briefly (less than 200 words) in place of Myrlie Evers[image: External link], who had missed her flight.[79][80][81][94] Earlier, Josephine Baker[image: External link] had addressed the crowd before the official program began.[81][94] Although Gloria Richardson[image: External link] was on the program and had been asked to give a two-minute speech, when she arrived at the stage her chair with her name on it had been removed, and the event marshal took her microphone away after she said "hello".[70] Richardson, along with Rosa Parks[image: External link] and Lena Horne[image: External link], was escorted away from the podium before Martin Luther King Jr. spoke.[70]

Early plans for the March would have included an "Unemployed Worker" as one of the speakers. This position was eliminated, furthering criticism of the March's middle-class bias.[104]
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 Singers




Gospel legend Mahalia Jackson[image: External link] sang "How I Got Over[image: External link]", and Marian Anderson[image: External link] sang "He's Got the Whole World in His Hands[image: External link]". This was not Marian Anderson's first appearance at the Lincoln Memorial. In 1939, the Daughters of the American Revolution[image: External link] refused permission for Anderson to sing to an integrated audience in Constitution Hall[image: External link]. With the aid of First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt[image: External link] and her husband Franklin D. Roosevelt[image: External link], Anderson performed a critically acclaimed open-air concert on Easter[image: External link] Sunday, 1939, on the steps of the Lincoln Memorial.

Joan Baez[image: External link] led the crowds in several verses of "We Shall Overcome[image: External link]" and "Oh Freedom[image: External link]". Musician Bob Dylan[image: External link] performed "When the Ship Comes In[image: External link]", for which he was joined by Baez. Dylan also performed "Only a Pawn in Their Game[image: External link]", a provocative and not completely popular choice because it asserted that Byron de la Beckwith[image: External link], as a poor white man, was not personally or primarily to blame for the murder of Medgar Evers.[105]

Peter, Paul and Mary[image: External link] sang "If I Had a Hammer[image: External link]" and Dylan's "Blowin' in the Wind[image: External link]". Odetta[image: External link] sang "I'm On My Way[image: External link]".[42]

Some participants, including Dick Gregory[image: External link] criticized the choice of mostly white performers and the lack of group participation in the singing.[106] Dylan himself said he felt uncomfortable as a white man serving as a public image for the Civil Rights Movement. After the March on Washington, he performed at few other immediately politicized events.[107]
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 Meeting with President Kennedy




After the March, the speakers traveled to the White House for a brief discussion of proposed civil rights legislation with President Kennedy.[108] Kennedy had watched King's speech on TV and was very impressed. According to biographer Thomas C. Reeves[image: External link], Kennedy "felt that he would be booed at the March, and also didn't want to meet with organizers before the March because he didn't want a list of demands. He arranged a 5 P.M. meeting at the White House with the 10 leaders on the 28th."[109] The March was considered a "triumph of managed protest" and Kennedy felt it was a victory for him as well—bolstering the chances for his civil rights bill.[110]
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 Media coverage




Media attention gave the march national exposure, carrying the organizers' speeches and offering their own commentary. In his section The March on Washington and Television News, William Thomas notes: "Over five hundred cameramen, technicians, and correspondents from the major networks were set to cover the event. More cameras would be set up than had filmed the last Presidential inauguration. One camera was positioned high in the Washington Monument, to give dramatic vistas of the marchers".[111] The major networks broadcast some of the March live, though they interspersed footage of interviews with politicians. Subsequent broadcasts focused heavily on the "I have a dream" portion of King's speech.[112]

The Voice of America translated the speeches and rebroadcast them in 36 languages. The United States Information Agency[image: External link] organized a press conference for the benefit of foreign journalists, and also created a documentary film of the event for distribution to embassies abroad.[44] Commented Michael Thelwell of SNCC: "So it happened that Negro students from the South, some of whom still had unhealed bruises from the electric cattle prods which Southern police used to break up demonstrations, were recorded for the screens of the world portraying 'American Democracy at Work.'"[113]
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 Responses and memories
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 Organizers




Although the mass media generally declared the March successful because of its high turnout, organizers were not confident that it would create change. Randolph and Rustin abandoned their belief in the effectiveness of marching on Washington. King maintained faith that action in Washington could work, but determined that future marchers would need to call greater attention to economic injustice. In 1967–1968, he organized a Poor People's Campaign[image: External link] to occupy the National Mall with a shantytown.[114]
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 Critics




Black nationalist[image: External link] Malcolm X[image: External link], in his Message to the Grass Roots[image: External link] speech, criticized the march, describing it as "a picnic" and "a circus". He said the civil rights leaders had diluted the original purpose of the march, which had been to show the strength and anger of black people, by allowing white people and organizations to help plan and participate in the march.[115] One SNCC staffer commented during the march, "He's denouncing us as clowns, but he's right there with the clown show."[116] But the membership of SNCC, increasingly frustrated with the tactics of the NAACP and other moderate groups, gradually embraced Malcolm X's position.[114]

Segregationists including William Jennings Bryan Dorn[image: External link] criticized the government for cooperating with the civil rights activists.[117] Senator Olin D. Johnston[image: External link] rejected an invitation to attend, writing: "You are committing the worst possible mistake in promoting this March. You should know that criminal, fanatical, and communistic elements, as well as crackpots, will move in to take every advantage of this mob. You certainly will have no influence on any member of Congress, including myself."[118]
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 Participants




Many participants said they felt the March was a historic and life-changing experience. Nan Grogan Orrock, a student at Mary Washington College, said: "You couldn't help but get swept up in the feeling of the March. It was an incredible experience of this mass of humanity with one mind moving down the street. It was like being part of a glacier. You could feel the sense of collective will and effort in the air."[119] SNCC organizer Bob Zellner reported that the event "provided dramatic proof that the sometimes quiet and always dangerous work we did in the Deep South had had a profound national impact. The spectacle of a quarter of a million supporters and activists gave me an assurance that the work I was in the process of dedicating my life to was worth doing."[120]

Richard Brown, then a white graduate student at Harvard University, recalls that the March fostered direct actions for economic progress: "Henry Armstrong and I compared notes. I realized the Congress of Racial Equality might help black employment in Boston by urging businesses to hire contractors like Armstrong. He agreed to help start a list of reliable contractors that CORE could promote. It was a modest effort — but it moved in the right direction."[121]

Other participants, more sympathetic to Malcolm X and the black nationalists, expressed ambivalence. One marcher from New York explained:[122]


It's like St. Patrick's Day. I came out of respect for what my people are doing, not because I believe it will do any good. I thought it would do some good in the beginning. But when the march started to get all the official approval from Mastah Kennedy, Mastah Wagner, Mastah Spellman, and they started setting limits on how we had to march peacefully, I knew that the march was going to be a mockery, that they were giving us something again.



Marcher Beverly Alston thought that the day had its greatest impact within the movement: "Culturally, there has been tremendous progress over the past forty years. Black awareness and self-determination has soared. Politically, I just don't think we've made enough progress."[123] Fifteen-year-old Ericka Jenkins from Washington said:[124]


I saw people laughing and listening and standing very close to one another, almost in an embrace. Children of every size, pregnant women, elderly people who seemed tired but happy to be there, clothing that made me know that they struggled to make it day to day, made me know they worked in farms or offices or even nearby for the government. I didn't see teenagers alone; I saw groups of teenagers with teachers.

White people [were] standing in wonder. Their eyes were open, they were listening. Openness and nothing on guard—I saw that in everybody. I was so happy to see that in the white people that they could listen and take in and respect and believe in the words of a black person. I had never seen anything like that.



Some people discussed racism becoming less explicit after the March. Reverend Abraham Woods of Birmingham commented: "Everything has changed. And when you look at it, nothing has changed. Racism is under the surface, and an incident that could scratch it, can bring it out."[125]
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 Effects and legacy




The symbolism of the March has been contested since before it even took place. In the years following the March, movement radicals increasingly subscribed to Malcolm X's narrative of the March as a co-optation by the white establishment. Liberals and conservatives tended to embrace the March, but focused mostly on King's "I Have a Dream" speech and the legislative successes of 1964 and 1965.[31]

The mass media identified King's speech as a highlight of the event and focused on this oration to the exclusion of other aspects. For several decades, King took center stage in narratives about the March. More recently, historians and commentators have acknowledged the role played by Bayard Rustin in organizing the event.[126]
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 Political effects




Soon after the speakers ended their meetings with Congress to go join the March, both houses passed legislation to create a dispute arbitration board for striking railroad workers.[127]

The March is credited with propelling the U.S. government into action on civil rights, creating political momentum for the Civil Rights Act of 1964[image: External link] and the Voting Rights Act[image: External link] of 1965.[23]

The cooperation of a Democratic administration with the issue of civil rights marked a pivotal moment in voter alignment within the U.S. The Democratic Party[image: External link] gave up the Solid South[image: External link]—its undivided support since Reconstruction among the segregated Southern states—and went on to capture a high proportion of votes from blacks from the Republicans.[23][128]
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 Anniversary marches




The 1963 March also spurred anniversary marches that occur every five years, with the 20th and 25th being some of the most well known. The 25th Anniversary theme was "We Still have a Dream...Jobs*Peace*Freedom."[129]

At the 2013 anniversary march, President Barack Obama[image: External link] conferred a posthumous Presidential Medal of Freedom[image: External link] on Bayard Rustin and 15 others.[31][126]
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 Postal stamp




For the 50th Anniversary, the United States Postal Service[image: External link] released a forever stamp[image: External link] that commemorates the 1963 March on Washington. The stamp shows marchers near the Washington Monument with signs calling for equal rights and jobs for all.[130]
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 Issues




In 2013, the Economic Policy Institute[image: External link] launched a series of reports around the theme of "The Unfinished March". These reports analyze the goals of the original march and assess how much progress has been made.[131][132] They echo the message of Randolph and Rustin that civil rights cannot transform people's quality of life unless accompanied by economic justice. They contend that many of the March's primary goals—including housing, integrated education, and widespread employment at living wages—have not been accomplished. They further argued that although legal advances were made, black people still live in concentrated areas of poverty ("ghettoes"), where they receive inferior education and suffer from widespread unemployment.[133]

Dedrick Muhammad of the NAACP writes that racial inequality of income and homeownership have increased since 1963 and worsened during the recent Great Recession[image: External link].[134]
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This article is about the 18th President of the United States. For others with the same name, see Ulysses S. Grant (disambiguation)[image: External link].
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Ulysses S. Grant (born Hiram Ulysses Grant; April 27, 1822 – July 23, 1885) was the 18th President of the United States[image: External link] (1869–77). As Commanding General[image: External link] (1864–69), Grant worked closely with President Abraham Lincoln to lead the Union Army[image: External link] to victory over the Confederacy[image: External link] in the American Civil War. Supported by Congress, Grant implemented Reconstruction, often at odds with President Andrew Johnson[image: External link]. Twice elected president, Grant led the Republicans[image: External link] in their effort to remove the vestiges of Confederate nationalism and slavery, protect African-American[image: External link] citizenship, and support economic prosperity. His presidency has often been criticized for tolerating corruption and for the economic depression in his second term.

Grant graduated in 1843 from the United States Military Academy at West Point[image: External link], then served in the Mexican–American War. After the war he married Julia Boggs Dent[image: External link] in 1848, their marriage producing four children. Grant initially retired from the Army in 1854. He struggled financially in civilian life. When the Civil War began in 1861, he rejoined the U.S. Army. In 1862, Grant took control of Kentucky[image: External link] and most of Tennessee[image: External link], and led Union forces to victory in the Battle of Shiloh[image: External link], earning a reputation as an aggressive commander. In July 1863, after a series of coordinated battles, Grant defeated Confederate armies and seized Vicksburg[image: External link], giving the Union control of the Mississippi River and dividing the Confederacy in two. After his victories in the Chattanooga Campaign[image: External link], Lincoln promoted him to lieutenant general and Commanding General of the Army in March 1864. Grant confronted Robert E. Lee[image: External link] in a series of bloody battles, trapping Lee's army in their defense of Richmond[image: External link]. Grant coordinated a series of devastating campaigns in other theaters, as well. In April 1865, Lee surrendered to Grant at Appomattox[image: External link], effectively ending the war. Historians have hailed Grant's military genius, and his strategies[image: External link] are featured in military history textbooks, but a minority contend that he won by brute force[image: External link] rather than superior strategy.

After the Civil War, Grant led the army's supervision of Reconstruction in the former Confederate states. Elected president in 1868, he stabilized the nation during that turbulent period, prosecuted the Ku Klux Klan[image: External link], and enforced civil rights and voting rights laws using the army and the newly created Department of Justice[image: External link]. He also used the army to build the Republican Party in the South. After the disenfranchisement[image: External link] of some former Confederates, Republicans gained majorities, and African Americans were elected to Congress and high state offices. The Democrats[image: External link] and Liberal Republicans[image: External link] united behind Grant's opponent in the presidential election of 1872, but were unable to defeat his reelection. In his second term, the Republican coalitions in the South splintered and were defeated one by one, as a faction of white Southern "Redeemers"[image: External link] regained control of Southern state governments using violence, voter fraud, and racist appeal. In response, Grant signed the Civil Rights Act of 1875[image: External link] into law. In May 1875, Grant authorized his Secretary of Treasury Benjamin Bristow[image: External link] to prosecute the corrupt Whiskey Ring[image: External link]. Grant's Indian Peace Policy, incorporating Christian missionaries, initially reduced frontier violence, but failed after the Black Hills Gold Rush[image: External link] was followed by the Great Sioux War of 1876[image: External link]. Grant responded to charges of administration corruption more than any 19th Century president. He appointed the first Civil Service Commission[image: External link] and signed legislation ending the corrupt moiety system.

In foreign policy, Grant was uneven, having sought to increase trade and influence while remaining at peace with the world. When Grant relied on his Secretary of State Hamilton Fish[image: External link], his administration successfully resolved the Alabama claims[image: External link] by the Treaty of Washington[image: External link] with Great Britain[image: External link], ending wartime tensions. Additionally, Grant and Fish avoided war with Spain over the Virginius Affair[image: External link] negotiating a peaceful resolution. Congress rejected Grant's own attempted annexation of the Dominican Republic[image: External link] initiative, creating a rift among Republicans. His administration implemented a gold standard[image: External link] and sought to strengthen the dollar. Corruption charges escalated during his second term, while his response to the Panic of 1873[image: External link] proved ineffective nationally in halting the five-year industrial depression that produced high unemployment, low prices, low profits, and bankruptcies. Grant left office in 1877 and embarked on a two-year diplomatic world tour that captured the nation's attention.

In 1880, Grant was unsuccessful in obtaining the Republican presidential nomination for a third term. Facing severe investment reversals and dying of throat cancer, he wrote his memoirs[image: External link], which proved to be a major literary work and financial success. His death in 1885 prompted an outpouring in support of national unity. Historical assessment[image: External link] of Grant's legacy has varied considerably over the years. Early historical evaluations were negative about Grant's presidency, often focusing on the corruption charges against his associates. This trend began to change in the later 20th century. Scholars in general rank his presidency[image: External link] below the average, but modern research, in part focusing on civil rights, evaluates his administration more positively.
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Further information: Early life and career of Ulysses S. Grant[image: External link]


Hiram Ulysses Grant was born in Point Pleasant, Ohio[image: External link], on April 27, 1822, to Jesse Root Grant[image: External link], a tanner[image: External link] and merchant, and Hannah Grant (née Simpson).[1] His ancestors Matthew and Priscilla Grant arrived aboard the Mary and John[image: External link] at Massachusetts Bay Colony[image: External link] in 1630.[2] Grant's great-grandfather fought in the French and Indian War[image: External link], and his grandfather, Noah, served in the American Revolution at Bunker Hill[image: External link].[3] Afterward, Noah settled in Pennsylvania and married Rachel Kelley, the daughter of an Irish[image: External link] pioneer.[4] Their son Jesse, father of Ulysses S., was a Whig Party[image: External link] supporter with abolitionist sentiments.[5]

Grant's father moved to Point Pleasant in 1820 and found work as a foreman in a tannery.[6] Jesse soon met his future wife, Hannah, and the two were married on June 24, 1821.[7] Ten months later Hannah gave birth to their first child, a son.[8] At a family gathering several weeks later the son's name, Ulysses, was drawn from ballots placed in a hat. Wanting to honor his father-in-law, Jesse declared the boy to be Hiram Ulysses, though he would always refer to his common name as Ulysses.[9][a]

In 1823, the family moved to the village of Georgetown, Ohio[image: External link], where five more siblings were born: Simpson, Clara, Orvil, Jennie, and Mary.[11] At the age of five, young Grant began his formal education, starting at a subscription school and later was enrolled in two private schools.[12] In the winter of 1836–1837, Grant was a student at Maysville Seminary[image: External link], and in the autumn of 1838 he attended John Rankin[image: External link]'s academy. In his youth, Grant developed an unusual ability to ride, work with, and control horses.[13] Expressing a strong dislike for the tannery, Grant's father instead put this ability to use giving Ulysses work driving wagon loads of supplies and transporting people.[14] Unlike his siblings, Grant was not forced to attend church by his Methodist parents.[15][b] For the rest of his life, he prayed privately and never officially joined any denomination.[16] To others, including late in life, his own son, Grant appeared to be an agnostic[image: External link].[17] He inherited some of Hannah's Methodist piety[image: External link] and quiet nature while inheriting his father's Whig political inclinations.[18]
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Grant's father wrote to Congressman Thomas L. Hamer[image: External link] requesting that he nominate Ulysses to the United States Military Academy[image: External link] (USMA) at West Point, New York[image: External link]. At first, Grant refused to attend, but his father convinced him to attend if accepted.[19] When a cadet[image: External link] opening became available in March 1839, Hamer nominated the 16-year-old Grant.[20] Hamer mistakenly wrote down "Ulysses S. Grant", which became his adopted name.[21][c] Grant, despite his concerns about his academic ability, entered the academy on July 1, 1839, as a cadet and trained there for four years.[22] His nickname became "Sam" among army colleagues since the initials "U.S." also stood for "Uncle Sam". As he later recalled it, "a military life had no charms for me"; he was lax in his studies, but he achieved above-average grades in mathematics and geology.[23] Grant developed a reputation as a fearless and expert horseman and set an equestrian[image: External link] high-jump record that stood for almost 25 years.[24] On Sundays, cadets were required to march in formation to and attend services at the academy's Episcopal church, a requirement that Grant disliked.[25] Seeking relief from military routine, he also studied under Romantic[image: External link] artist Robert Walter Weir[image: External link] and produced nine surviving artworks. Grant spent more time reading books from the library than his academic texts, frequently reading works by James Fenimore Cooper[image: External link] and Washington Irving[image: External link].[26] Within a year Grant reexamined his desire to leave the academy and later wrote, "on the whole I like this place very much".[27] Quiet by nature, Grant established a few intimate friends among fellow cadets, including Frederick Tracy Dent[image: External link], James Longstreet[image: External link] and Rufus Ingalls[image: External link]. Grant was inspired both by his Commandant, Captain C. F. Smith[image: External link], and General Winfield Scott[image: External link], who visited the academy to review the cadets. He later wrote concerning the military life, "there is much to dislike, but more to like".[28]

Grant graduated on July 1, 1843, ranked 21st in a class of 39, and was promoted to the rank brevet second lieutenant[image: External link].[29] Glad to leave the academy, he planned to resign his commission after his four-year term of duty.[30] Despite his excellent horsemanship, he was not assigned to the cavalry (assignments were determined by class rank, not aptitude), but to the 4th Infantry Regiment[image: External link]. He served as regimental quartermaster[image: External link], managing supplies and equipment.[31]

Grant's first assignment after graduation took him to the Jefferson Barracks[image: External link] near St. Louis, Missouri[image: External link].[32] Commanded by Colonel Stephen W. Kearny[image: External link], the barracks was the nation's largest military base in the west.[33] Grant was happy with his new commander, but looked forward to the end of his military service and a possible teaching career.[34] He spent some of his time in Missouri visiting Dent's family and became engaged to Dent's sister, Julia[image: External link], in 1844.[34] Four years later on August 22, 1848, they were married at Julia's home in St. Louis[image: External link]. Grant's abolitionist father Jesse, who strongly disapproved of the Dent's slave ownership, refused to attend the wedding, which took place without either of Grant's parents.[35] Grant's friend, and future Confederate General, James Longstreet, a cousin to Julia, was among the groomsmen.[36] At the end of the month, Julia was warmly received by Grant's family in Bethel, Ohio[image: External link].[37] They had four children: Frederick[image: External link], Ulysses Jr.[image: External link] ("Buck"), Ellen[image: External link] ("Nellie"), and Jesse[image: External link].[38] After the wedding, Grant obtained a two-month extension to his leave and returned to St. Louis when he decided, with a wife to support, that he would remain in the army.[39]
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Amid rising tensions with Mexico following the United States' annexation of Texas[image: External link], President John Tyler[image: External link] ordered Grant's unit to Louisiana as part of the Army of Observation[image: External link] under Major General[image: External link] Zachary Taylor[image: External link].[40] Unable to provoke Mexico into war at Corpus Christi, Texas[image: External link], President James K. Polk[image: External link] ordered Taylor to march 150 miles south to the Rio Grande, a role Grant did not approve of. Marching back to Fort Texas[image: External link], Grant experienced his first taste of combat on May 8, 1846, at the Battle of Palo Alto[image: External link].[41] With the Mexican–American War begun, Polk directed the army south in September 1846.[42] Although a quartermaster, Grant led a cavalry charge at the Battle of Resaca de la Palma[image: External link].[43] At Monterrey[image: External link] he demonstrated his equestrian ability, by volunteering to carry a dispatch through sniper-lined streets while hanging off the side of his horse, keeping the animal between him and the enemy.[44] Polk, wary of Taylor's growing popularity, divided his forces, sending some troops (including Grant's unit) to form a new army under Major General Winfield Scott[image: External link].[45] Traveling by sea, Scott's army landed at Veracruz[image: External link] and advanced toward Mexico City[image: External link].[46] The army met the Mexican forces at the battles of Molino del Rey[image: External link] and Chapultepec[image: External link] outside Mexico City.[47] Grant yearned for a combat role and finally was allowed to take part in dangerous missions.[48] At San Cosmé, men under Grant's direction dragged a disassembled howitzer[image: External link] into a church steeple, reassembled it, and bombarded nearby Mexican troops.[47] His bravery and initiative earned him brevet[image: External link] promotion to captain.[49] On September 14, 1847, Scott's army marched into the city, and the Mexicans agreed to peace[image: External link] soon afterward.[50]

During this war, Grant studied the tactics and strategies of Scott and others.[51] He later wrote that this is how he learned about military leadership, and in retrospect identified his leadership style with Taylor's. Even so, he believed that the Mexican War was wrong and that the territorial gains from the war were designed to expand slavery. "I was bitterly opposed to the measure," he said, "and to this day, regard the war, which resulted, as one of the most unjust ever waged by a stronger against a weaker nation." He opined that the Civil War was punishment inflicted on the nation for its aggression in Mexico.[52] During the war, Grant soon discovered his "moral courage" and began to consider a career in the army.[53]
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Grant's first post-war assignments took him and Julia to Detroit[image: External link] and then to Sackets Harbor, New York[image: External link].[54] In 1852, Grant was ordered to the Pacific Northwest[image: External link], traveling the New York-Panama oceanic route[image: External link].[55] Julia, who was eight months pregnant with Ulysses Jr., did not accompany him.[56] In Panama, an outbreak of cholera[image: External link] among his fellow travelers caused 150 fatalities; Grant arranged makeshift transportation and hospital facilities to care for the sick.[57] In August, Grant arrived in San Francisco, and his next assignment sent him north to Vancouver Barracks[image: External link] in the Oregon Territory[image: External link] (subsequently Washington Territory[image: External link] in March 1853).[58] To supplement a military salary which was inadequate to support his family, Grant tried and failed at several business ventures, confirming Jesse Grant's belief that his son had no head for business.[59] Grant assured Julia in a letter that local Native Americans[image: External link] were harmless, while he developed an empathy for the plight of Indians from the "unjust treatment" by white men.[60]

Promoted to captain[image: External link] on August 5, 1853, Grant was assigned to command Company F, 4th Infantry[image: External link], at Fort Humboldt[image: External link] in California.[61] Grant arrived at the fort on January 5, 1854, and reported to its commander Lieutenant Colonel Robert C. Buchanan[image: External link].[62] Separated from his family with little to keep him busy at the isolated fortress, Grant began to drink.[63][d] In letters to his wife Julia, Grant expressed his despair and considered leaving the fort, "willing or unwilling".[63] Army rumors hold that Buchanan was informed that Grant had become intoxicated off-duty while seated at the pay officer's table but because of his distinguished service in the Mexican War, Buchanan gave him the chance to resign instead of facing a court-martial. Grant did so, effective July 31, 1854, without explanation.[65] Buchanan endorsed Grant's letter of resignation but did not submit any separate report.[66][e] Buchanan never mentioned it again until asked about it during the Civil War.[69] Not knowing how his wife would receive the news of his resignation and with no means of support, Grant returned to St. Louis and reunited with his family, uncertain about his future.[70] The War Department stated on his record, "Nothing stands against his good name."[71] Years after Grant's departure, gossip widely persisted among Army officers of Grant's drinking, however the idea was often exaggerated by jealous enemies, while the evidence remains elusive.[72] Years later, he said, "the vice of intemperance (drunkenness) had not a little to do with my decision to resign."[73]
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At age 32, with no civilian vocation, Grant struggled through seven financially lean years. His father initially offered him a place in the Galena, Illinois[image: External link], branch of the family's leather business, on condition that Julia and the children stay with her parents in Missouri or with the Grants in Kentucky. Ulysses and Julia opposed another separation and declined the offer. In 1855, Grant farmed on his brother-in-law's property near St. Louis, using slaves owned by Julia's father.[74] The farm was not successful and to earn money he sold firewood on St. Louis street corners.[75] The next year, the Grants moved to land on Julia's father's farm, and built a home Grant called " Hardscrabble[image: External link]". Julia disliked the rustic house, which she described as an "unattractive cabin".[74] The Panic of 1857[image: External link] devastated farmers, including Grant, who reaching a low ebb financially, pawned his gold watch for $22 to pay for Christmas.[76] In 1858, Grant rented, managed, and moved his family to Julia's father's 850-acre White Haven estate, a plantation that relied on slave labor.[77] To make up losses on his farming, Grant rented out his Hardscrabble farm.[78] That fall, after a bout of malaria[image: External link], Grant retired from farming.[79][f]

The same year, Grant acquired a slave, a thirty-five-year-old man named William Jones, left behind by his father-in-law.[81] In March 1859, Grant freed William, worth about $1,500, instead of selling him at a time when he desperately needed money.[82] Grant moved to St. Louis, at Julia's suggestion, taking on a partnership with Julia's cousin Harry Boggs working in real estate business as a bill collector, again without success.[83] In April 1860, Grant and his family left Missouri and moved north to the prosperous Galena area, having accepted a $600 a year position in his father's tannery business, run by his younger brothers Simpson and Orvil.[84] Jesse's business produced and sold harnesses, saddles, and other leather goods.[85][g] In a few months, Ulysses paid off the debts he acquired in Missouri. During the Winter, Grant traveled to Wisconsin, Minnesota, and Iowa, to purchase and handle hides.[87] Ulysses and family attended the local Methodist church and he soon established himself as a reputable citizen of Galena.[88]

In the 1850s the nation became increasingly divided over the issue of slavery, culminating in what became known as Bleeding Kansas[image: External link].[89] Many considered Grant to be allied politically to his father-in-law, Frederick Dent, a prominent Missouri Democrat[image: External link].[90] Although Grant was not an abolitionist[image: External link], neither was he considered a "slavery man", and could not bring himself to force slaves to do work.[91] One slave, "Old Uncle Jason", said Grant was the kindest man he had ever worked for.[78]

In the 1856 election, Grant cast his first presidential vote for Democrat James Buchanan[image: External link], later saying he was really voting against Republican John C. Frémont[image: External link] over concern that his anti-slavery position would lead to southern secession and war.[92] In 1859, Grant's suspected Democratic leanings cost him an appointment to become county engineer.[90] By the 1860 election, Grant was openly Democratic, favoring Democrat Stephen A. Douglas[image: External link] over Abraham Lincoln, and Lincoln over the Southern Democrat, John C. Breckinridge[image: External link]. Lacking the residency requirements in Illinois at the time, he could not vote.[93] After Lincoln was elected president, Southern states seceded from the Union forming a Confederacy[image: External link], seizing federal forts and institutions.[94]
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Main article: Ulysses S. Grant and the American Civil War[image: External link]


On April 12, 1861, the American Civil War began as Confederate troops attacked Fort Sumter[image: External link] in Charleston, South Carolina.[95] Grant soon expressed his sentiment to his father in a letter of April 21. "... I have but one sentiment now. That is, we have a government and laws and a flag, and they must all be sustained. There are but two parties now, Traitors and Patriots ..."[96]

Two days after the attack, President Lincoln called for 75,000 volunteers and a mass meeting was held in Galena to assess the crisis and encourage recruitment. Before the attack on Fort Sumter, Grant had not reacted strongly to Southern secession. The news of the attack came as a shock in Galena, and Grant shared his neighbors' mounting concern about the onset of war.[97] The captain of the local militia nominated Grant, the only man in town with professional military training, to lead the ensuing recruitment effort.[98] A speech by his father's attorney, John Aaron Rawlins[image: External link], stirred Grant's patriotism and rekindled his military passion.[99] Rawlins later became Grant's aide-de-camp[image: External link] and close friend during the war. Grant recalled with satisfaction that after that first recruitment meeting in Galena, "I never went into our leather store again."[100]

Without any formal rank in the army, Grant quickly raised and recruited a company of volunteers, of which he was given the captaincy, and accompanied them to Springfield[image: External link], the state capital.[101] Grant perceived that the war would be fought for the most part by volunteers and not career soldiers.[102] Governor Richard Yates[image: External link] offered Grant a militia commission to recruit and train volunteer units, which he accepted, but he still wanted a field command in the army. He made several efforts through his professional contacts, including Major General George B. McClellan[image: External link], who refused to meet him, remembering Grant's earlier reputation for drinking.[103]

With the aid of his advocate in Washington, Illinois congressman Elihu B. Washburne[image: External link], Grant was promoted to Colonel on June 14 and put in charge of disciplining the unruly 21st Illinois Volunteer Infantry Regiment[image: External link]. To restore order, Grant had one recruit bound and gagged to a post for being drunk and disorderly.[104] Transferred to northern Missouri, Grant was promoted by Lincoln to Brigadier General, backdated to May 17, 1861, again with Washburne's support.[105] Believing Grant was a general of "dogged persistence" and "iron will", Major General John C. Frémont[image: External link] assigned Grant command of troops near Cairo, Illinois[image: External link], by the end of August.[106] Frémont dismissed Army officers gossip of Grant's alleged drunkenness years earlier in the regular army, saying there was something about Grant's manner "that was sufficient to counteract the influence of what they said."[107] Under Frémont's authority, Grant advanced into Paducah[image: External link] and took the town without a fight, setting up a Union supply station.[108] On November 1, Frémont ordered Grant to "make demonstrations[image: External link]" against the Confederates on both sides of the Mississippi, but prohibited him from attacking the enemy.[109] The following day Lincoln relieved Frémont of command.[109][h]
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 Belmont, Forts Henry and Donelson




On November 7, 1861, on his own initiative, Grant and his troops embarked south from Cairo on the Mississippi and attacked Confederate soldiers encamped in Belmont[image: External link], Missouri.[110] They took Camp Johnson, but the reinforced Confederates under Brigadier Generals Frank Cheatham[image: External link] and Gideon J. Pillow[image: External link] forced a chaotic Union retreat.[111] Grant and his troops fought their way back to their Union boats and escaped back to Cairo under Confederate fire.[112] A tactical defeat, the battle nonetheless gave Grant and his volunteers confidence and experience.[113] After Belmont, Grant asked his new commander Henry Halleck[image: External link] for permission to move against Fort Henry[image: External link] in Tennessee, which would open the Tennessee River[image: External link] to Union gunboats; Halleck agreed on condition that the attack be conducted in close cooperation with navy Flag Officer[image: External link], Andrew H. Foote[image: External link].[114] After Foote's gunboats had silenced most of the guns at the fort, Grant's troops moved in and captured Fort Henry on February 6, 1862.[115]

Emboldened by Lincoln's call for a general advance of all Union forces, Grant ordered an immediate assault[image: External link] on nearby Fort Donelson[image: External link], which dominated the Cumberland River[image: External link] (this time without Halleck's permission). On February 15, Grant and Foote met stiff resistance from Confederate forces under Pillow. After a day of battle, the Confederates submitted to Grant's demand for "unconditional and immediate surrender."[116] Lincoln promoted Grant to major-general of volunteers while the Northern press treated Grant as a hero. Playing off his initials, they took to calling him "Unconditional Surrender Grant".[117]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Shiloh and aftermath




Further information: Battle of Shiloh[image: External link]


Grant, having received orders from Halleck, left Fort Henry and advanced his Army of the Tennessee[image: External link] into Tennessee arriving at Savannah[image: External link] on the east bank of the Tennessee river on March 14, and established headquarters. Encamped on the western bank Grant's army now numbered about 45,000 troops and prepared to attack a Confederate army of roughly equal strength at Corinth, Mississippi[image: External link], a vital railroad junction. The Confederates, led by Generals Albert Sidney Johnston[image: External link] and P.G.T. Beauregard[image: External link], struck first on April 6, 1862, attacking five divisions of Grant's army bivouacked at Pittsburg Landing[image: External link], not far from the Shiloh meetinghouse.[118] Grant's troops, not yet entrenched, were taken by surprise, falling back before the Confederate onslaught.[119] At day's end, the Confederates captured one Union division, but Grant's army was able to hold the Landing.[120] The remaining Union army might have been destroyed, but the Confederates halted due to exhaustion and lack of reinforcements.[121] Grant, bolstered by 18,000 fresh troops from the divisions of Major Generals Don Carlos Buell[image: External link] and Lew Wallace[image: External link], counterattacked at dawn the next day.[122] Grant regained the field, forcing the rebels to retreat back to Corinth.[123]

In Shiloh's aftermath, the Northern press criticized Grant for high casualties and for his alleged drunkenness during the battle.[124] Shiloh was the costliest battle in American history to that point, with total casualties of about 23,800.[125] Halleck arrived at Pittsburg Landing on April 9, and removed Grant from field command, proceeding to capture Corinth[image: External link]. Discouraged, Grant considered resigning his commission, but Brigadier General William Tecumseh Sherman[image: External link], one of his division commanders, convinced him to stay.[126] In response to allegations of Grant's drinking, his staff officer, William R. Rowley[image: External link], maintained that "The man who fabricated that story is an infamous liar". Other witnesses claimed that Grant was sober on the morning of April 6.[127] Lincoln dismissed Grant's critics, saying "I can't spare this man; he fights." Halleck reinstated Grant as field commander of the Army of the Tennessee on July 11.[128] On September 19, Grant's army defeated Confederates at the Battle of Iuka[image: External link], then successfully defended Corinth[image: External link], inflicting heavy casualties on the enemy.[129] On October 25, Grant assumed command of the District of the Tennessee.[130] In November, after Lincoln's preliminary Emancipation Proclamation, Grant ordered units under his command to incorporate contraband slaves into the Union war effort, giving them clothes, shelter and wages for their services.[131]
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 Vicksburg campaign




Further information: Vicksburg Campaign[image: External link] and General Order No. 11 (1862)[image: External link]


The Confederate stronghold of Vicksburg[image: External link] blocked the way for complete Union control of the Mississippi River and its capture was vital for the Union War effort.[132] Grant's Army held western Tennessee having almost 40,000 troops available to fight.[133] Grant was aggravated to learn that Lincoln authorized Major General John A. McClernand[image: External link] to raise a separate army for the purpose.[134] Halleck ordered McClernand to Memphis[image: External link], and placed him and his troops under Grant's authority.[135] After Grant's army captured Holly Springs[image: External link], Grant planned to attack Vicksburg's front overland while Sherman would attack the fortress from the rear on the Mississippi River.[136] However, Confederate cavalry raids, on December 11 and 20, that broke Union communications and recaptured Holly Springs, prevented Grant's and Sherman's armies from connecting.[137] On December 29, a Confederate army led by Lieutenant General[image: External link] John C. Pemberton[image: External link] repulsed Sherman's direct approach ascending the bluffs to Vicksburg at Chickasaw Bayou[image: External link].[138] McClernand reached Sherman's army, assumed command, and independently of Grant led a campaign that captured Confederate Fort Hindman[image: External link].[139] During this time period Grant incorporated fleeing African American slaves into the Union Army giving them protection and paid employment.[140]

Along with his military responsibilities in the months following Grant's return to command, he was concerned over an expanding illicit cotton trade in his district.[141] He believed the trade undermined the Union war effort, funded the Confederacy, and prolonged the war, while Union soldiers died in the fields.[142] On December 17, he issued General Order No. 11[image: External link], expelling "Jews, as a class," from the district, saying that Jewish merchants were violating trade regulations.[143] Writing in 2012, historian Jonathan D. Sarna[image: External link] said Grant "issued the most notorious anti-Jewish official order in American history."[144] Historians' opinions vary on Grant's motives for issuing the order.[145] Jewish leaders complained to Lincoln while the Northern press criticized Grant.[146] Lincoln demanded the order be revoked and Grant rescinded it within three weeks.[147] When interviewed years after the war, in response to accusations of his General Order being anti-Jewish, Grant explained: "During war times these nice distinctions were disregarded, we had no time to handle things with kid gloves."[148] Grant made amends with the Jewish community during his presidency, appointing them to various positions in his administration.[149][150]

On January 29, 1863, Grant assumed personal overall command and attempted to advance his army through water-logged terrain to bypass Vicksburg's guns; these proved ineffective. In the process, however, Union soldiers gained experience for the lengthy campaign that lay ahead.[151] On April 16, Grant ordered Admiral David Porter[image: External link]'s gunboats south under fire from the Vicksburg batteries to meet up with his troops who had marched south down the west side of the Mississippi River.[152] Grant ordered diversionary battles, confusing Pemberton and allowing Grant's army to move east across the Mississippi, landing troops at Bruinsburg[image: External link].[153] Grant's army captured Jackson[image: External link], the state capital. Advancing his army to Vicksburg, Grant defeated Pemberton's army at the Battle of Champion Hill[image: External link] on May 16, forcing their retreat into Vicksburg.[154] After Grant's men assaulted the entrenchments twice, suffering severe losses, they settled in for a siege lasting seven weeks[image: External link]. Pemberton surrendered Vicksburg to Grant on July 4, 1863.[155]

Vicksburg's fall gave Union forces control of the Mississippi River and split the Confederacy in two. By that time, Grant's political sympathies fully coincided with the Radical Republicans[image: External link]' aggressive prosecution of the war and emancipation of the slaves.[156] Although the success at Vicksburg was a morale boost for the Union war effort, Grant was criticized for his decisions and his alleged drunkenness.[157] The personal rivalry between McClernand and Grant continued after Vicksburg until Grant removed McClernand from command when he contravened Grant by publishing an order without permission.[158] When Secretary of War[image: External link] Edwin M. Stanton[image: External link] suggested Grant be brought back east to run the Army of the Potomac[image: External link], Grant demurred, writing that he knew the geography and resources of the West better and he did not want to upset the chain of command in the East.[159]
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 Chattanooga and promotion




Further information: Chattanooga Campaign[image: External link]


Lincoln promoted Grant to major general in the regular army and subsequently assigned him command of the newly formed Division of the Mississippi[image: External link] on October 16, 1863, including the Armies of the Ohio[image: External link], Tennessee, and Cumberland[image: External link].[160] After the Battle of Chickamauga[image: External link], the Army of the Cumberland retreated into Chattanooga, where they were trapped.[161] When informed of the situation, Grant put Major General George H. Thomas[image: External link] in charge of the besieged army.[162] Taking command, Grant arrived in Chattanooga by horseback, with plans to resupply the city and break the siege.[163] Lincoln also sent Major General Joseph Hooker[image: External link] and two divisions of the Army of the Potomac to assist.[164] Union forces captured Brown's Ferry and opened a supply line to Bridgeport.[165] On November 23, 1863, Grant organized three armies to attack at Missionary Ridge[image: External link] and Lookout Mountain[image: External link]. Two days later in the early morning, Hooker's forces successfully took Lookout Mountain.[166] Grant ordered Thomas and the Army of the Cumberland to advance when Sherman's army failed to take Missionary Ridge from the northeast.[167] The Army of the Cumberland, led by Major General Philip Sheridan[image: External link] and Brigadier General Thomas J. Wood[image: External link], charged uphill and captured the Confederate entrenchments on top of the ridge, forcing the rebels into disorganized retreat.[168] The decisive battle gave the Union control of Tennessee and opened Georgia, the heartland of the Confederacy, to Union invasion.[169]

On March 2, 1864, Lincoln promoted Grant to lieutenant general, giving him command of all Union Armies, answering only to the President.[170] Grant assigned Sherman the Division of the Mississippi and traveled to Washington to meet with Lincoln to devise a strategy of total war[image: External link] against the Confederacy. Grant established his headquarters with General George Meade[image: External link]'s Army of the Potomac in Culpeper, Virginia.[171] He devised a strategy of coordinated Union offensives, attacking the rebel armies at the same time to keep the Confederates from shifting reinforcements within their interior lines. Sherman was to pursue Joseph E. Johnston[image: External link]'s Army of Tennessee[image: External link], while Meade would lead the Army of the Potomac, with Grant in camp, to attack Robert E. Lee[image: External link]'s Army of Northern Virginia[image: External link].[172] Major General Benjamin Butler[image: External link] was to advance towards Richmond from the south, up the James River[image: External link].[173] If Lee was forced south as expected, Grant would join forces with Butler's armies and be fed supplies from the James. Major General Franz Sigel[image: External link] was to capture the railroad line at Lynchburg[image: External link], move east, and attack from the Blue Ridge Mountains[image: External link].[174] Grant knew that Lee had limited manpower and that a war of attrition fought on a battlefield without entrenchments would lead to Lee's defeat.[175]

Grant was now riding a rising tide of popularity, and there was talk that a Union victory early in the year could lead to his candidacy for the presidency. He was aware of the rumors, but had ruled out a political candidacy; the possibility would soon vanish with delays on the battlefield.[175]
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 Overland Campaign and Union victory




Further information: Overland Campaign[image: External link]


The Overland Campaign was a series of battles fought in Virginia during May and June 1864. Sigel's and Butler's efforts sputtered, and Grant was left alone to fight Lee in a series of bloody battles known as the Overland Campaign[image: External link]. Grant crossed the Rapidan River[image: External link] on May 4, attacking Lee in the Battle of the Wilderness[image: External link], a hard-fought three-day battle with many casualties. Rather than retreat as his predecessors had done, Grant flanked Lee's army to the southeast and attempted to wedge his forces between Lee and Richmond at Spotsylvania Court House[image: External link].[176] Lee's army got to Spotsylvania[image: External link] first, and a costly battle ensued, lasting thirteen days. During the battle, Grant attempted to break through Lee's line of defense, resulting in one of the bloodiest assaults of the Civil War, known as the Battle of the Bloody Angle[image: External link]. Unable to break Lee's defenses, Grant again flanked the Confederate army to the southeast, meeting at North Anna[image: External link], where a battle lasted three days.[177] The Confederates had the defensive advantage, and Grant maneuvered his army to Cold Harbor[image: External link], a vital railroad hub that linked to Richmond, but Lee's men were again able to entrench against the Union assault. During the third day of the thirteen-day battle, Grant led a costly assault on Lee's trenches. As casualty reports became known in the North, heavy criticism fell on Grant, who was castigated as "the Butcher" by the Northern press after taking 52,788 casualties in the thirty days since crossing the Rapidan; Lee's army suffered 32,907 casualties, but he was less able to replace them.[178] The costly Union assault at Cold Harbor was the second of two battles in the war that Grant later said he regretted (the other being his initial assault on the fortifications around Vicksburg). Undetected by Lee, Grant pulled out of Cold Harbor and moved his army south of the James River, freed Butler from the Bermuda Hundred[image: External link] (where the Rebels had surrounded his army), and advanced toward Petersburg, Richmond's central railroad hub.[179]

After crossing the James, the Army of the Potomac arrived at Petersburg[image: External link]. Beauregard defended the city, and Lee's veteran reinforcements soon arrived, resulting in a nine-month siege of Petersburg, stalling the advance. Northern resentment grew as the war dragged on, but an indirect benefit of the siege was that Lee was forced to defend Richmond, unable to reinforce the Army of the Tennessee. Sheridan was assigned command of the Union Army of the Shenandoah[image: External link] and Grant directed him to "follow the enemy to their death". Lee had sent General Jubal Early[image: External link] up the Shenandoah Valley[image: External link] to attack Washington and draw troops away from the Union Army, but Sheridan defeated Early, ensuring Washington's safety. Grant then ordered Sheridan's cavalry to destroy vital Confederate supplies in the Shenandoah Valley. When Sheridan reported suffering attacks by irregular Confederate cavalry under John S. Mosby[image: External link], Grant recommended rounding up their families for imprisonment as hostages at Fort McHenry.[180]

At Petersburg, Grant approved a plan to blow up[image: External link] part of the enemy trenches from an underground tunnel. The explosion created a crater, into which poorly led Union troops poured. Recovering from the surprise, Confederates surrounded the crater and easily picked off Union troops within it. The Union's 3500 casualties outnumbered the Confederates' by three-to-one; although the plan could have been successful if implemented correctly, Grant admitted the tactic had been a "stupendous failure".[181] Rather than fight Lee in a full frontal attack as he had done at Cold Harbor, Grant continued to extend Lee's defenses south and west of Petersburg to capture vital railroad links.[182] As Grant continued to advance westward, Lee's lines became overstretched. After the Federal army rebuilt the City Point Railroad[image: External link], Grant used mortars to attack Lee's entrenchments.[183] On September 2, Sherman captured Atlanta[image: External link] while Confederate forces retreated, ensuring Lincoln's reelection in November.[184] Sherman convinced Grant and Lincoln to send his army to march on Savannah[image: External link] devastating the Confederate heartland.[185]

In late March 1865, Grant's forces finally took Petersburg, then captured Richmond that April. Grant, Sherman, Admiral Porter, and Lincoln held a conference on the River Queen to discuss the surrender of Confederate armies and Reconstruction of the South.[186] Lee's troops began deserting in large numbers; disease and lack of supplies also diminished the remaining Confederates. Lee attempted to link up with the remnants of Joseph E. Johnston[image: External link]'s defeated army, but Sheridan's cavalry stopped the two armies from converging, cutting them off from their supply trains. Lee and his army surrendered to Grant at Appomattox Court House[image: External link] on April 9, 1865. Going beyond his military authority, Grant, in effect, gave Lee and his men amnesty; Confederates surrendered their weapons and were allowed to return to their homes, on the condition that they would not take up arms against the United States.[187] On April 26, Johnson's army surrendered to Sherman under the same terms Grant offered to Lee.[188] On May 26, Kirby Smith's[image: External link] western army surrendered and the Civil War was over, ending in Union victory.[189]
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 Lincoln's assassination




Main article: Assassination of Abraham Lincoln


On April 14, five days after Grant's victory at Appomattox, he attended a cabinet meeting in Washington. Lincoln invited him and his wife to Ford's Theater[image: External link], but they declined as they had plans to travel to Philadelphia. In a conspiracy that targeted several government leaders, Lincoln was fatally shot by John Wilkes Booth[image: External link] at the theater, and died the next morning.[190] Many, including Grant himself, thought that he had been a target in the plot.[191] Stanton notified him of the President's death and summoned him back to Washington. Attending Lincoln's funeral on April 19, Grant stood alone and wept openly; he later said Lincoln was "the greatest man I have ever known."[192] Regarding the new President, Andrew Johnson[image: External link], Grant told Julia that he dreaded the change in administrations; he judged Johnson's attitude toward white southerners as one that would "make them unwilling citizens", and initially thought that with President Johnson, "Reconstruction has been set back no telling how far."[193]
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 Commanding General




Main article: Ulysses S. Grant as commanding general, 1865–1869[image: External link]
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 Beginning Reconstruction




At the war's end, Grant remained commander of the army, with duties that included enforcement of Reconstruction in the former Confederate states and supervision of Indian wars on the western Plains.[194] Grant secured a house for his family in Georgetown Heights in 1865, but instructed Elihu Washburne that for political purposes his legal residence remained in Galena, Illinois.[195] That same year, Grant spoke at Cooper Union[image: External link] in New York, where the New York Times reported that "... the entranced and bewildered multitude trembled with extraordinary delight." Further travels that summer took the Grants to Albany, New York[image: External link], back to Galena, and throughout Illinois and Ohio, with enthusiastic receptions.[196]

In November 1865, Johnson sent Grant on a fact-finding mission to the South. Grant recommended continuation of a reformed Freedmen's Bureau[image: External link], which Johnson opposed, but advised against the use of black troops in garrisons, which he believed encouraged an alternative to farm labor.[197] Grant did not believe the people of the devastated South were ready for civilian self-rule, and that both whites and blacks in the South required protection by the federal government.[198] He also warned of threats by disaffected poor people, black and white, and recommended that local decision-making be entrusted only to "thinking men of the South" (i.e., white men of property).[199] In this respect, Grant's opinion on Reconstruction aligned with Johnson's policy of pardoning established southern leaders and restoring them to their positions of power.[200] He joined Johnson in arguing that Congress should allow representatives from the South to take their seats.[201] On July 25, 1866, Congress promoted Grant to the newly created rank of General of the Army of the United States[image: External link].[202]
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 Breach with Johnson




Johnson favored a lenient approach to Reconstruction, calling for an immediate return of the former Confederate states into the Union without any guarantee of African American civil rights.[203] The Radical Republican[image: External link]-controlled Congress opposed the idea and refused to admit Congressmen from the former Confederate states.[204] Over Johnson's vetoes, Congress renewed the Freedmen's Bureau and passed the Civil Rights Act of 1866[image: External link]. During the congressional election campaign later that year, Johnson took his case to the people in his "Swing Around the Circle[image: External link]" speaking tour.[205] Johnson pressured Grant, by then the most popular man in the country, to go on the tour; Grant, wishing to appear loyal, agreed.[206] Grant believed that Johnson was purposefully agitating conservative opinion to defy Congressional Reconstruction.[203] Finding himself increasingly at odds with Johnson, Grant believed Johnson's speeches were a "national disgrace".[203] Publicly, Grant attempted to appear loyal to the President while not alienating Republican legislators essential to his future political career. Concerned that Johnson's differences with Congress would cause renewed insurrection, he ordered Southern arsenals to ship arms north to prevent their capture by Southern state governments.[207]

Rejecting Johnson's vision for quick reconciliation with former Confederates, Congress passed three Reconstruction Acts[image: External link] over Johnson's vetoes, which divided the southern states into five military districts to protect the African Americans elected to political office[image: External link] and freedmen's rights generally.[208] Military governors were to lead transitional state governments in each district. Grant, who was to select the generals from a group designated by Johnson, preferred Congress's plan for enforcement of Reconstruction.[209] Grant hoped that Reconstruction Acts would help pacify the South.[210] By complying with the Acts and instructing his subordinates to do likewise, Grant further alienated Johnson. When Sheridan removed public officials in Louisiana who impeded Reconstruction, Johnson was displeased and sought Sheridan's removal; Grant recommended a rebuke, but not a dismissal.[211] On July 19, 1867, Congress passed the third Reconstruction law, which authorized Grant oversight over the enforcement of the Reconstruction Acts.[212]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Johnson's impeachment




Johnson wished to replace Secretary of War Stanton, a Lincoln appointee who sympathized with Congressional Reconstruction. To keep Grant under control as a potential political rival, Johnson asked him to take the post. Grant recommended against the move, in light of the Tenure of Office Act[image: External link], which required Senate approval for cabinet removals. Johnson believed the Act did not apply to officers appointed by the previous president and forced the issue by making Grant an interim appointee on August 12, 1867, during a Senate recess.[213] Grant agreed to accept the post temporarily, and Stanton vacated the office until the Senate reconvened.[214]

When the Senate reinstated Stanton, Johnson told Grant to refuse to surrender the office and let the courts resolve the matter. Grant told Johnson in private that violating the Tenure of Office Act was a federal offense, which could result in a fine or imprisonment. Believing he had no other legal alternatives, Grant returned the office to Stanton on January 14, 1868.[213] This incurred Johnson's wrath; at a cabinet meeting immediately afterward, Johnson accused Grant of breaking his promise to remain Secretary of War. Grant disputed that he had ever made such a promise although cabinet members later testified he had done so. Newspapers friendly to Johnson published a series of articles to discredit Grant over returning the War Department to Stanton, stating that Grant had been deceptive in the matter. This public insult infuriated Grant, and he defended himself in an angry letter to Johnson, after which the two men were confirmed foes. When Grant's statement became public, it increased his popularity among Radical Republicans and he emerged from the controversy unscathed.[215] Although Grant favored Johnson's impeachment, he took no active role in the impeachment proceedings[image: External link], which were fueled in part by Johnson's removal of Stanton. Johnson barely survived, and none of the other Republican leaders directly involved benefited politically in their unsuccessful attempt to remove the president.[216]
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 Election of 1868




Main article: United States presidential election, 1868[image: External link]


Grant was popular among the Radical Republicans following his abandonment of Johnson over the Secretary of War dispute. The Republicans chose Grant as their presidential candidate on the first ballot at the 1868 Republican National Convention[image: External link] in Chicago.[i] In his letter of acceptance, Grant concluded with "Let us have peace", which became his campaign slogan.[218] For vice president, the delegates nominated House Speaker Schuyler Colfax[image: External link]. Grant's 1862 General Order No. 11[image: External link] became an issue during the presidential campaign[image: External link]; he sought to distance himself from the order, saying "I have no prejudice against sect or race, but want each individual to be judged by his own merit."[219] As President, Grant would atone for 1862's expulsion of the Jews. Historian Jonathan Sarna[image: External link] argues that Grant became one of the greatest friends of Jews in American history, meeting with them often and appointing them to high office. He was the first president to condemn atrocities against Jews in Europe, thus putting human rights on the American diplomatic agenda.[220] As was expected at the time, Grant returned to his home[image: External link] state[j] as well as vacationing in the West with his two closest friends, Sherman and Sheridan.[223] He left the active campaigning and speaking on his behalf to his campaign manager, William E. Chandler[image: External link], and others.[224] The Republican campaign focused on continuing Reconstruction and restoring the public credit.[225]

The Democrats nominated former New York Governor Horatio Seymour[image: External link]. Their campaign focused mainly on ending Reconstruction and returning control of the South to the white planter class, which alienated many War Democrats[image: External link] in the North.[226] The Democrats attacked Republicans' support of African American rights, while deriding Grant, calling him captain of the "Black Marines".[227] Grant won the election by 300,000 votes out of 5,716,082 votes cast, receiving an electoral college[image: External link] landslide, of 214 votes to Seymour's 80. Grant, at the age of 46 was the youngest president elected at that time. His election was a triumph of principles that included sound money, efficient government, and the restoration of Southern reconstructed states.[228] Grant was the first president elected after the nation had outlawed slavery and granted citizenship to former slaves. Implementation of these new rights was slow to come; in the 1868 election, the black vote counted in only 16 of the 37 states, nearly all in the South.[229] Grant lost Louisiana[image: External link] and Georgia primarily due to Ku Klux Klan[image: External link] violence against African American voters.[230]
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 Presidency (1869–77)




Main article: Presidency of Ulysses S. Grant[image: External link]


On March 4, 1869, Grant was sworn in as the eighteenth President of the United States by Chief Justice Salmon P. Chase[image: External link]. His presidency began with a break from tradition, as Johnson did not attend Grant's inauguration at the Capitol or ride with him as he departed the White House for the last time.[231] Grant assumed the presidency with reluctance. In an 1869 letter to Sherman he wrote:


I have been forced into it in spite of myself. I could not back down without, as it seems to me, leaving the contest for power for the next four years between mere trading politicians, the elevation of whom, no matter which party won, would lose to us, largely, the results of the costly war which we have gone through.[223]



In his inaugural address, Grant urged the ratification of the Fifteenth Amendment[image: External link] and said he would approach Reconstruction "calmly, without prejudice, hate or sectional pride."[232] He also recommended the "proper treatment" of Native Americans[image: External link] be studied, advocating their civilization and eventual citizenship.[233]

Grant's unconventional cabinet choices[image: External link] sparked both disappointment and approval.[234] In his effort to create national harmony, Grant purposely avoided choosing Republican Party[image: External link] leaders, selecting several non-politicians.[235] Out of loyalty to his friends, Grant chose Elihu B. Washburne[image: External link] for Secretary of State and John A. Rawlins[image: External link] as Secretary of War. Washburne was soon appointed minister to France and replaced by conservative New York statesman Hamilton Fish[image: External link].[236] Rawlins died in office after serving only a few months and was replaced by William W. Belknap[image: External link] of Iowa.[237] Grant's appointment for Treasury, wealthy New York merchant Alexander T. Stewart[image: External link], was found ineligible and was replaced by Representative George S. Boutwell[image: External link], a Massachusetts Radical[image: External link].[236] Grant's appointment for Secretary of Navy was Philadelphia businessman Adolph E. Borie[image: External link], but Borie quickly resigned having no interest in the department, and he was replaced by a relative unknown, George M. Robeson[image: External link] of New Jersey.[235] His other cabinet appointments—Jacob D. Cox[image: External link] (Interior), John Creswell[image: External link] (Postmaster General), and Ebenezer Rockwood Hoar[image: External link] (Attorney General)—were well-received and uncontroversial.[238] Grant nominated Sherman his successor as general in chief and ordered Sherman be given control over War bureau chiefs and their departments.[239] When Rawlins took over the War Department,[k] he complained to Grant that Sherman was given too much authority. Grant reluctantly revoked his own order, upsetting Sherman and damaging their wartime friendship.[239]

Grant also appointed four Justices to the Supreme Court: William Strong[image: External link], Joseph P. Bradley[image: External link], Ward Hunt[image: External link] and Chief Justice[image: External link] Morrison Waite[image: External link].[241] Hunt voted to uphold Reconstruction laws while Waite and Bradley did much to undermine them.[242] To rectify his controversial General Order # 11 during the Civil War, Grant appointed Jewish leaders to office, including Simon Wolf[image: External link] recorder of deeds in Washington D.C., Edward S. Salomon[image: External link] Governor of the Washington Territory[image: External link].[243]
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 Later Reconstruction and civil rights




Further information: Reconstruction Era


Unlike his predecessor, Grant's vision of Reconstruction included federal enforcement of civil rights and spoke out against voter intimidation of Southern blacks.[244] In his message to Congress in 1874, Grant wrote, "Treat the negro as a citizen and a voter, as he is and must remain, and soon parties will be divided, not on the color line, but on principle."[245] He lobbied Congress to pass the Fifteenth Amendment, guaranteeing that no state could prevent someone from voting based on race, and believed that its passage would secure freedmen's rights. Grant asked Congress to admit representatives from the remaining unrepresented Southern states in conformity with Congressional Reconstruction; they did so, passing legislation providing that Mississippi, Virginia, and Texas would be represented in Congress after they ratified the Fifteenth Amendment.[246] Grant pressured Congress to draw up legislation that would seat African American state legislators in Georgia, who had been ousted by white conservatives. Congress responded through legislation; the members were re-seated in the Georgia legislature, and Georgia was required to adopt the Fifteenth Amendment to gain representation in Congress. By July 1870, the four remaining states were readmitted.[247]

To bolster the new amendment, Grant relied on the army and in 1870 he signed legislation creating the Justice Department[image: External link], primarily to enforce federal laws in the South. Where the attorney general had once been only a legal adviser to the president, he now led a cabinet department dedicated to enforcing federal law, including a solicitor general[image: External link] to argue on the government's behalf in court.[248] Under Grant's first attorney general, Ebenezer R. Hoar[image: External link], the administration was not especially aggressive in prosecuting white Southerners who terrorized their black neighbors, but Hoar's successor, Amos T. Akerman[image: External link], was more zealous. Alarmed by a rise in terror by the Ku Klux Klan[image: External link] and other groups against African Americans, Congress (with Grant's encouragement) passed a series of laws, the Enforcement Acts[image: External link] from 1870 to 1871, which made depriving African Americans their civil rights a federal offense and authorized the president to use the military to enforce the laws.[249] In May 1871, Grant ordered federal troops to help marshals[image: External link] in arresting Klansmen. That October, on Akerman's recommendation, Grant suspended habeas corpus[image: External link] in part of South Carolina and sent federal troops to enforce the law there. After prosecutions by Akerman and his replacement, George Henry Williams[image: External link], the Klan's power collapsed; by 1872, elections in the South saw African Americans voting in record numbers.[250] That same year, Grant signed the Amnesty Act[image: External link], which restored political rights to former Confederates. Lacking sufficient funding, the Justice Department stopped prosecutions of the Klan in June 1873, and Grant offered them in exchange for peace.[251] The Justice Department's civil rights prosecutions continued throughout Grant's second term but with fewer yearly cases and convictions.[252] Additionally, Grant's Postmaster General John Creswell[image: External link], using his patronage powers, integrated the postal system and appointed African American postmasters across the nation.[253]

After the Klan's decline, other conservative whites formed armed groups, such as the Red Shirts[image: External link] and the White League[image: External link] who openly used violence and intimidation to take control of state governments.[254] The Panic of 1873[image: External link] and the ensuing depression contributed to public fatigue, and the North grew less concerned with Reconstruction.[255] Supreme Court rulings in the Slaughter-House Cases[image: External link] (1873) and United States v. Cruikshank[image: External link] (1875) restricted federal enforcement of civil rights.[256] Grant began to limit the use of troops to avoid the impression that he was acting as a military dictator; he was also concerned that increased military pressure in the South might cause conservative whites in the North to bolt the Republican Party. In 1874, Grant ended the Brooks–Baxter War[image: External link] bringing Reconstruction in Arkansas to a peaceful conclusion, but that same year, he sent troops and warships under Major General William H. Emory[image: External link] to New Orleans in the wake of the Colfax Massacre[image: External link] and disputes over the election of Governor William Pitt Kellogg[image: External link].[257] Emory peacefully restored Kellogg to office and the following year the parties reached a compromise allowing Democrats to retain control of the Louisiana House.[258] Under public pressure, Grant recalled Sheridan and most of the federal troops from Louisiana.[259]

By 1875, Democratic " Redeemer[image: External link]" politicians took control of all but three Southern states. As violence against black Southerners escalated once more, Edwards Pierrepont[image: External link] (Grant's fourth attorney general) told Governor Adelbert Ames[image: External link] of Mississippi that the people were "tired of the autumnal outbreaks in the South", and declined to intervene directly, instead, sending an emissary to negotiate a peaceful election.[260] Grant signed an ambitious Civil Rights Act of 1875[image: External link], which expanded federal law enforcement by prohibiting discrimination on account of race in public lodging[image: External link], public transportation[image: External link], and jury service[image: External link].[259] However, it did not stop the rise of white supremacist forces in the South.[261] In October 1876, Grant sent troops to South Carolina to aid Republican Governor Daniel Chamberlain[image: External link].[262] Even so, the remaining three Republican governments in the South fell to Redeemers after the 1876 presidential election[image: External link], and the ensuing Compromise of 1877[image: External link] marked the end of Reconstruction.[263][l]
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 Indian peace policy




Further information: American Indian Wars § West of the Mississippi (1811–1924)[image: External link]


When Grant took office in 1869, the nation's policy towards Indians was in chaos, with more than 250,000 Indians being governed by 370 treaties.[60] Grant's presidency marked a radical reform in Indian policy while he promised in his inaugural address to work toward "the proper treatment of the original occupants of this land—the Indians."[60][m] He appointed Ely S. Parker[image: External link], a Seneca[image: External link] Indian, a member of his wartime staff, as Commissioner of Indian Affairs[image: External link], the first Native American to serve in this position. With his familiarity of Indian life, Parker became the chief architect of Grant's Peace policy.[265] Indian matters were given priority by Congress during Grant's first months in office.[266] In April, Grant signed a law establishing a Board of Indian Commissioners[image: External link] to oversee spending and reduce corruption in the Bureau of Indian Affairs.[267] In 1871, he signed a bill ending the Indian treaty system; the law now treated individual Native Americans as wards[image: External link] of the federal government, and no longer dealt with the tribes as sovereign entities.[268] Grant believed that Indians, given opportunities for education and work, could serve alongside white men.[264] His Peace Policy aimed to replace entrepreneurs serving as Indian agents with missionaries and aimed to protect Indians on reservations and educate them in farming.[269] "My efforts in the future will be directed," Grant said in his second inaugural address, "by a humane course, to bring the aborigines of the country under the benign influences of education and civilization ... Wars of extermination ... are demoralizing and wicked." Although, as biographer Jean Edward Smith[image: External link] wrote, Grant's Peace Policy was "remarkably progressive and humanitarian" for its time, it ultimately disregarded native cultures, something modern Americans see "as a grave error."[270]

The slaughter of millions the buffalo[image: External link] led to conflict with the Plains Indians[image: External link], who needed the buffalo for food and their tribal religion.[271] In 1874, Grant pocket-vetoed a bill to protect the bison, supporting Interior Secretary Columbus Delano[image: External link], who believed the slaughter of bison would force Plains Indians to abandon their nomadic lifestyle.[272][273][n] The Plains tribes accepted the reservation system, but encounters with whites in search of gold in the Black Hills[image: External link] led to renewed war[image: External link] by the end of Grant's second term, ending the understanding that had developed between Grant and Sioux Chief Red Cloud[image: External link].[275] Under Major Generals Oliver Otis Howard[image: External link] and George Crook[image: External link], Grant's policy had greater success in the Southwest. Howard negotiated peace with the Apache[image: External link] in 1872, convincing their leader, Cochise[image: External link], to move the tribe to a new reservation, and ending a war[image: External link] started the year before. In Oregon, relations were less peaceful, as war with the Modocs[image: External link] erupted in April 1873. The Modocs[image: External link] refused to move to a reservation and killed the local army commander, Major General Edward Canby[image: External link]. Grant ordered restraint after Canby's death, disregarding Sherman's advice to seek revenge or exterminate the tribe. The army captured, tried, and executed the four Modoc warriors responsible for Canby's murder, and Grant ordered the rest of the Modoc tribe relocated to the Indian Territory[image: External link].[276] In 1874, the army defeated the Comanche[image: External link] Indians at the Battle of Palo Duro Canyon[image: External link].[277] Their villages were burned and horses slaughtered, eventually forcing them to finally settle at the Fort Sill[image: External link] reservation in 1875.[278]

During the Great Sioux War[image: External link], Grant came into conflict with Colonel George Armstrong Custer[image: External link] after Custer testified in 1876 about corruption in the War Department. Grant ordered Custer arrested for breach of military protocol and barred him from leading an upcoming campaign against the Sioux. Grant later relented and let Custer fight under Brigadier General Alfred Terry[image: External link].[279] Sioux warriors led by Crazy Horse[image: External link] killed Custer at the Battle of the Little Big Horn[image: External link], the army's most famous defeat in the Indian wars. Two months later, Grant castigated Custer in the press, saying "I regard Custer's massacre as a sacrifice of troops, brought on by Custer himself, that was wholly unnecessary – wholly unnecessary."[280] Custer's death shocked the nation, leading Congress to appropriate funds for more troops, two more Western forts and barred Indians from purchasing weapons.[279] In spite of Grant's efforts, over 200 battles were fought with the Indians during his presidency.[281]
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Further information: Annexation of Santo Domingo[image: External link], Treaty of Washington (1871)[image: External link], and Virginius Affair[image: External link]







The most pressing foreign policy concerns when Grant took office were resolving the Alabama claims[image: External link] against Great Britain and whether to recognize Cuban belligerency[image: External link].[282][o] The dispute with the United Kingdom stemmed from a complex of grievances centering on attacks on American shipping during the Civil War by the CSS  Alabama[image: External link], a Confederate warship constructed in England.[284] Senator Charles Sumner[image: External link], Chairman of the Foreign Relations Committee, believed the British had violated American neutrality and demanded reparations.[285] Sumner convinced his fellow Senators to reject the Johnson administration's proposed settlement, believing that Britain should directly pay $2 billion in gold or, alternatively, cede Canada to the United States.[286] Fish and Boutwell convinced Grant that peaceful relations with Britain were more important than acquisition of territory, and the two nations agreed to negotiate along those lines.[287] To avoid jeopardizing negotiations, Grant refrained from recognizing Cuban rebels who were fighting for independence from Spain, which would have been inconsistent with American objections to the British granting belligerent status to Confederates.[283] A commission in Washington produced a treaty whereby an international tribunal would settle the damage amounts; the British admitted regret, but not fault.[p] The Senate approved the Treaty of Washington[image: External link], which also settled disputes over fishing rights and maritime boundaries, by a 50–12 vote in 1871.[288]

Grant's success with Britain was undermined by his attempt to annex the Dominican Republic, an independent nation unable to pay its debt. Many Americans believed a Caribbean[image: External link] naval base would establish naval dominance and be useful in protecting shipping from piracy in a potential isthmian canal.[283] Anti-imperialist Republicans had previously rejected a Johnson administration treaty to establish a Samaná Bay[image: External link] naval base.[289] Grant took interest in Dominican annexation and sent his secretary, Orville E. Babcock[image: External link], there to consult with Buenaventura Báez[image: External link], the pro-annexation Dominican president.[290][q] Babcock returned in September 1869 with a draft treaty of annexation, although Fish had not given him any diplomatic authority.[292] Given such authority by Fish, Babcock visited the island nation a second time making a treaty for Dominican annexation and the lease of Samaná Bay.[293] The cabinet discussed the treaties at a meeting on December 21.[294] Fish dismissed annexation, seeing the island as politically unstable.[295] Grant supported annexation believing acquisition of the majority-black nation would increase U.S. commerce, create a refuge for African Americans, and help to exploit the island's natural resources.[296] He lobbied Sumner in hopes of influencing him to help with passage of the treaties.[297][298] Fish added to the effort out of loyalty to Grant, but to no avail; Sumner was set against annexation and on June 30, 1870, the Senate rejected the treaties.[299] A congressional investigation headed by Senator Carl Schurz[image: External link] revealed speculators had promoted the treaties' passage.[300] Unwilling to admit defeat, Grant convinced Congress to send a commission (including Frederick Douglass[image: External link]) to investigate.[301] Although the commission approved Grant's call for annexation in its findings, the Senate remained opposed and Grant was forced to abandon further efforts.[302] Grant retaliated by firing Sumner's friend and Minister to Great Britain, John Lothrop Motley[image: External link], while he pressured the Senate to depose Sumner of his chairmanship.[303]

In October 1873, Grant's neutrality policy was shaken, when a Spanish cruiser captured a merchant ship, Virginius[image: External link], flying the U.S. flag, carrying war materials[image: External link] and men to aid the Cuban insurrection[image: External link]. Spanish authorities executed the prisoners, including eight American citizens, and many Americans called for war with Spain. Grant ordered the Navy to increase its presence in the Caribbean. Fish, with Grant's support, worked to reach a peaceful resolution.[304] Spain's president, Emilio Castelar y Ripoll[image: External link], expressed regret for the tragedy, surrendered the Virginius and paid a cash indemnity of $80,000 to the families of the executed Americans.[305] Realizing the Navy was susceptible to European naval powers, in June 1874, Secretary Robeson commissioned the reconstruction of five redesigned double-turreted monitor[image: External link] warships.[306]

The administration's diplomacy was also at work in the Pacific. In December 1874, Grant held a state dinner at the White House for the King of Hawaii, David Kalakaua[image: External link], who was seeking duty-free sugar importation to the US. Grant and Fish secured a free trade treaty in 1875[image: External link] with the Kingdom of Hawaii[image: External link], incorporating the Pacific islands' sugar industry into the United States' economic sphere.[307]
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 Gold standard and the Gold Ring













Further information: Black Friday (1869)[image: External link]


Soon after taking office, Grant took steps to return the nation's currency to a more secure footing. During the Civil War, Congress had authorized the Treasury to issue banknotes that, unlike the rest of the currency, were not backed by gold or silver. The " greenback[image: External link]" notes, as they were known, were necessary to pay the unprecedented war debts, but they also caused inflation and forced gold-backed money out of circulation; Grant determined to return the national economy[image: External link] to pre-war monetary standards.[308] On March 18, Grant signed into law the Public Credit Act of 1869[image: External link] that guaranteed bondholders would be repaid in "coin or its equivalent"; while greenbacks would gradually be redeemed by the Treasury and replaced by notes backed by specie, the act committed the government to full return of the gold standard[image: External link] within ten years.[309][310][r] To strengthen the dollar, Treasury Secretary George S. Boutwell[image: External link], backed by Grant, sold gold from the Treasury bi-weekly and bought back high-interest Treasury bonds issued during the war; this had the effect of reducing the deficit, but deflating the currency.[312] By September 1, Boutwell had reduced the national debt[image: External link] by $50 million.[313]

The efforts undertook to control the gold market and help the national economy set the stage for a major financial scandal.[314][315] Jay Gould[image: External link], a Wall Street trader and railroad magnate, and financier Jim Fisk[image: External link], seeking to drive up the gold price, enlisted the help of another speculator Abel Corbin[image: External link], Grant's brother-in-law, who used his connection with the president to get inside information (the collaborators were later known as the "Gold Ring.")[316] Corbin convinced Grant to appoint a Gould associate, Daniel Butterfield[image: External link], as Assistant Treasurer, where he could gather information for the Ring.[317] Meanwhile, Gould and Fisk quietly stockpiled gold. Gould convinced Corbin that a high gold price would be good for the nation's prosperity, and Corbin passed this theory on to Grant, who allowed the Treasury to act accordingly.[318] After consulting in early September with Alexander Stewart[image: External link] (his erstwhile nominee for Treasury Secretary), Grant stopped the sale of gold, believing a higher gold price would help Western farmers.[319]

By mid-September, Grant warned Boutwell to be on his guard as the gold price continued to rise, while the conspirators bought ever more and the rising price affected the wider economy.[320] Grant, seeing that the increase was unnatural, told Boutwell to sell gold, which reduced its price.[321] Boutwell did so the next day, on September 24, 1869, later known as Black Friday[image: External link].[322] The sale of gold from the Treasury defeated Gould's scheme as the gold price plummeted, relieving the economic tension.[323] Many brokerage firms collapsed while trade volume and agriculture prices plummeted, causing a mild recession, but by January 1870, the economy resumed its post-war recovery.[324] Gould and Fisk managed to escape without much harm to themselves.[325] A Congressional investigation followed, chaired by James A. Garfield[image: External link] and cleared Grant of wrongdoing, but excoriated Gould and Fisk for their manipulation of the gold market and Corbin for exploiting his personal connection to Grant.[326]
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 Election of 1872 and second term




Main article: United States presidential election, 1872[image: External link]


Despite his administration's scandals, Grant continued to be personally popular.[327] His reelection was supported by Frederick Douglas and other prominent abolitionists along with reformers of the Indian question.[328] A growing number of political reformers, however, were disappointed by the Gold Ring, Grant's support of Reconstruction and corruption[image: External link] in the New York Customs House.[329] To placate them, Grant created a Civil Service Commission[image: External link] authorized by Congress in 1871.[330] The Commission, chaired by reformer George William Curtis[image: External link], proposed reformist rules and regulations, which Grant implemented by executive order in April 1872, Congress appropriating funds in May.[331] Congress stopped funding the Commission in December 1875, having refused to pass legislation to implement its recommendations.[332] There was further intraparty division between the faction most concerned with the plight of the freedmen and that concerned with the growth of industry. During the war, both factions' interests had aligned, and in 1868 both had supported Grant. As the wartime coalition began to fray, Grant's alignment with the party's pro-Reconstruction elements alienated party leaders who favored an end to federal intervention in Southern racial issues.[333]

Many of that faction split from the party in 1872, calling themselves the Liberal Republican Party[image: External link]. Led by Charles Francis Adams[image: External link] of Massachusetts and Senator Carl Schurz[image: External link] of Missouri, they denounced the patronage system that Sumner, a Liberal Republican sympathizer, called " Grantism[image: External link]"; opposed a strong federal government; and demanded amnesty for Confederate soldiers.[334][335] The Liberal Republicans distrusted black suffrage and demanded literacy tests for voting while opposing federal enforcement of equal voting rights in the South.[336] They nominated Horace Greeley[image: External link], another Republican who had come to dislike Grant and his policies, with Governor Benjamin Gratz Brown[image: External link] of Missouri nominated for Vice President.[337] Democrats, seeking to benefit from anti-Grant sentiment, nominated Greeley as well.[338] The rest of the Republican Party nominated Grant for reelection, with Senator Henry Wilson[image: External link] of Massachusetts replacing Colfax as vice-presidential nominee.[339] Wilson, viewed as a practical reformer and civil rights advocate, was meant to strengthen the Republican ticket, but the Crédit Mobilier scandal[image: External link] involving a railroad company that bribed many Congressmen ensnared both Colfax and Wilson, but not Grant.[340] To the Liberals' chagrin, Greeley made Grant's Southern policy, rather than reform, the main campaign issue.[341] The fusion effort failed and Grant was easily reelected. Liberal Republicans were unable to deliver many votes, and Greeley was only successful in areas the Democrats would have carried without him.[342] A strong economy, debt reduction, lowered tariffs, repeal of the income tax, and civil service reforms helped Grant defeat Greeley.[331] Grant won 56 percent of the popular vote and an Electoral College landslide of 286 to 66.[343][s] A majority of African Americans in the South voted for Grant, while Democratic opposition remained mostly peaceful.[344] Grant lost in six former slave states that wanted to see an end to Reconstruction.[345]

Grant was sworn in for his second term by Salmon P. Chase[image: External link] on March 4, 1873. In his second inaugural address, he reiterated the problems still facing the nation and focused on what he considered the chief issues of the day: Freedom and fairness for all Americans while emphasizing the benefits of citizenship for freed slaves. He also urged that the American Indian be "made a useful and productive member of society." Grant concluded his address with the words, "My efforts in the future will be directed towards the restoration of good feelings between the different sections of our common community".[346] In May of that year Wilson suffered a stroke; never fully recovering, he died in office on November 22, 1875.[347] With Wilson's loss, Grant relied on Fish's guidance more than ever.[348]
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 Panic of 1873 and loss of Congress




Grant continued to work for a strong dollar, signing into law the Coinage Act of 1873[image: External link], which effectively ended the legal basis for bimetallism[image: External link] (the use of both silver and gold as money), establishing the gold standard[image: External link] in practice.[349][t] The Coinage Act discontinued the standard silver dollar[image: External link] and established the gold dollar[image: External link] as the sole monetary standard; the result was deflation. Silverites who wanted more money in circulation to raise prices farmers received denounced the move as the "Crime of 1873", claiming the deflation made debts more burdensome for farmers.[351]

Grant's second term saw renewed economic turmoil. In September 1873, Jay Cooke & Company[image: External link], a New York brokerage house, collapsed after it failed to sell all of the bonds issued by Jay Cooke[image: External link]'s Northern Pacific Railway[image: External link].[352] The collapse rippled through Wall Street, and other banks and brokerages that owned railroad stocks and bonds were also ruined.[352] On September 20, the New York Stock Exchange[image: External link] suspended trading for ten days.[353] Grant, who knew little about finance, traveled to New York to consult leading businessmen and bankers for advice on how to resolve the crisis, which became known as the Panic of 1873[image: External link].[354] Grant believed that, as with the collapse of the Gold Ring in 1869, the panic was merely an economic fluctuation that affected bankers and brokers.[355] He instructed the Treasury to buy $10 million in government bonds, injecting cash into the system. The purchases curbed the panic on Wall Street but an industrial depression, later called the Long Depression[image: External link], nonetheless swept the nation.[354] Many of the nation's railroads—89 out of 364—went bankrupt.[356]

Congress hoped inflation would stimulate the economy and passed what became known as the Inflation Bill in 1874. Many farmers and workingmen favored the bill, which would have added $64 million in greenbacks to circulation, but some Eastern bankers opposed it because it would have weakened the dollar.[357] Belknap, Williams, and Delano[u] told Grant a veto would hurt Republicans in the November elections. Grant believed the bill would destroy the credit of the nation, and he vetoed it despite their objections. Grant's veto, supported by Fish, placed him in the conservative faction of the Republican Party, and was the beginning of the party's commitment to a strong gold-backed dollar.[359] Grant later pressured Congress for a bill to further strengthen the dollar by gradually reducing the number of greenbacks in circulation. When the Democrats gained a majority in the House after the 1874 elections[image: External link], the lame-duck[image: External link] Republican Congress did so before the Democrats took office.[360] On January 14, 1875, Grant signed the Specie Payment Resumption Act[image: External link] into law, which required gradual reduction of the number of greenbacks allowed to circulate and declared that specie payment (i.e., in gold or silver) would resume in 1879.[359]
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 Gilded Age corruption and reform




Further information: Ulysses S. Grant presidential administration scandals[image: External link] and Ulysses S. Grant presidential administration reforms[image: External link]


Grant served as president at the beginning of the Gilded Age, a time when the economy was open to speculation and unchecked western railroad expansion, which in turn fueled corruption in federal offices.[361][362] As a result, his administration faced charges of financial misconduct more than any 19th Century president.[363] Grant's trusting nature often mislead him to stubbornly remain loyal to his corrupt cabinet members or appointees.[364] He often saw their prosecutions as unjust and shielded them from attack even at the cost of his own reputation, unless evidence of personal misconduct was overwhelming.[365] No person linked any of the scandals together, except possibly Grant's personal secretary, Orville E. Babcock[image: External link], who indirectly controlled many cabinet departments and delayed federal investigations.[363][361]

From 1869 to 1871, Grant's authorized the Army to raid and destroy illegal distilleries in New York.[366] In November 1871, New York Collector[image: External link] and a member of New York Senator Roscoe Conkling[image: External link]'s political machine, was forced to resign.[367] Murphy, a Grant appointee, had become embroiled in a dispute with another faction of the Republican party over the jobs at his disposal and was investigated by Congress for mismanagement and corruption in office.[367] In December, Grant appointed Chester A. Arthur[image: External link], another Conkling man, to replace Murphy, and administration of the Customs House steadily improved.[367] On March 3, 1873, Grant signed into law a congressional and presidential salary increase. The unpopular Salary Grab Act[image: External link] was repealed in December, although Grant was allowed to keep his pay raise.[255]

The scandals escalated during Grant's second term, even reaching into Grant's inner circle.[368] In 1874, a congressional investigation exposed corruption in the Treasury Department, known as the Sanborn incident[image: External link].[369] Previously, acting Treasury Secretary William Adams Richardson[image: External link], hired John B. Sanborn[image: External link] as an independent tax collector on a 50 percent commission basis, known as a moiety.[370] Richardson became Secretary of Treasury in March 1873.[371] Sanborn was given virtual control of the Treasury, and he used excessive intrusive methods of obtaining taxes from delinquent taxpayers and railroads, while Treasury agents were pressured to give him their own tax collection delinquency accounts to ensure Sanborn a maximum commission.[372] Congress condemned Richardson for allowing Sanborn to abuse the law but did not attempt impeachment.[369] When a motion of censure of Richardson was put on the House floor, Richardson resigned and Grant appointed him judge of the Court of Claims[image: External link].[369] In June 1874, Grant signed the Anti-Moiety Act[image: External link] into law, abolishing that system.[363]

Grant replaced Richardson as Treasury Secretary with Benjamin H. Bristow[image: External link], a man known for his honesty,[373] who began a series of reforms in the department, including tightening up the detective force.[374] Discovering that millions of gallons of whiskey escaped taxation,[375] and having Grant's endorsement to act ("Let no guilty man escape"), Bristow in May 1875 struck at the Whiskey Ring[image: External link], seized 32 installations, arrested some 350 men, obtained 176 indictments that led to 110 convictions, and restored $3,150,000 to the Treasury.[376] When Bristow's investigation implicated Babcock as part of the Whiskey Ring, Grant became defensive, believing Babcock innocent.[377] While denying immunity to minor Whiskey Ring conspirators, Grant worked to protect Babcock.[378] In 1876, a jury acquitted Babcock at a trial influenced by Grant's deposition in Babcock's favor.[379] After the trial, Grant dismissed Babcock from the White House.[380][v] Grant freed some Ring members after a few months in prison, and freed Ring founder John McDonald after 17 months in jail.[378]

Grant's Civil Service Commission[image: External link] had limited success. Some cabinet members implemented a merit system that increased the number of qualified candidates and relied less on Congressional patronage.[382] Delano, however, exempted his department from competitive examinations, and Congress refused to enact permanent Civil Service reform.[383] Zachariah Chandler[image: External link], who succeeded Delano in 1875, reformed the Interior Department and fired corrupt clerks in the Bureau of Indian Affairs.[384] The same year, Grant fired Attorney General George Henry Williams[image: External link] after his wife was discovered to be involved in a bribery scandal, and appointed reformer Edwards Pierrepont[image: External link] in his place.[385] Grant suggested other reforms as well, including a proposal that states should offer free public schooling[image: External link] to all children; he also endorsed the Blaine Amendment[image: External link], which would have forbidden government aid to schools with religious affiliations.

When the Democrats took control of the House in December 1875, they launched a series of investigations into corruption in federal departments.[386] The most damaging of these involved Secretary of War William W. Belknap[image: External link] taking quarterly kickbacks[image: External link] from the Fort Sill tradership[image: External link], which led to his resignation in February 1876.[387] Belknap was impeached and tried by the Senate that summer, but was not convicted.[388] Congress also investigated and reprimanded Navy Secretary Robeson in July 1876 for bribery.[389] In November 1876, Grant apologized to the nation and admitted mistakes in his administration, saying, "[f]ailures have been errors of judgement, not of intent."[390]
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Main article: United States presidential election, 1876[image: External link]


Even as Grant drew cheers at the opening of the Centennial Exposition[image: External link] in May 1876, the collected scandals of his presidency, the country's weak economy, and the Democratic gains in the House led many in the Republican party to repudiate him in June.[391] Bristow was among the leading candidates to replace him, suggesting that a large faction desired an end to " Grantism[image: External link]" and feared that Grant would run for a third term.[392] Ultimately, Grant declined to run, but Bristow also failed to capture the nomination, as the convention settled on Governor Rutherford B. Hayes[image: External link] of Ohio, a reformer.[393] The Democrats nominated Governor Samuel J. Tilden[image: External link] of New York.[394] Voting irregularities in three Southern states caused the election that year to remain undecided for several months.[395] Grant received a report that Democrats in the South were threatening violence and if Hayes won, Grant would be assassinated.[396] Grant told Congress to settle the matter through legislation and assured both sides that he would not use the army to force a result, except to curb violence.[397] On January 29, 1877, he signed legislation forming an Electoral Commission[image: External link] to decide the matter.[398] The Commission ruled that the disputed votes belonged to Hayes; to forestall Democratic protests, Republicans agreed to the Compromise of 1877[image: External link], in which the last troops were withdrawn from Southern capitals.[399] The Republicans had won, but Reconstruction was over.[399] According to biographer Jean Edward Smith, "Grant's calm visage in the White House reassured the nation."[400]
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 Cabinet






	The Grant Cabinet



	Office
	Name
	Term



	



	President
	Ulysses S. Grant
	1869–1877



	Vice President
	Schuyler Colfax[image: External link]
	1869–1873



	Henry Wilson[image: External link]
	1873–1875



	None
	1875–1877



	



	Secretary of State
	Elihu B. Washburne[image: External link]
	1869



	Hamilton Fish[image: External link]
	1869–1877



	



	Secretary of Treasury[image: External link]
	George S. Boutwell[image: External link]
	1869–1873



	William A. Richardson[image: External link]
	1873–1874



	Benjamin H. Bristow[image: External link]
	1874–1876



	Lot M. Morrill[image: External link]
	1876–1877



	



	Secretary of War[image: External link]
	
John M. Schofield[image: External link][w]

	1869



	John A. Rawlins[image: External link]
	1869



	William W. Belknap[image: External link]
	1869–1876



	Alphonso Taft[image: External link]
	1876



	J. Donald Cameron[image: External link]
	1876–1877



	



	Attorney General[image: External link]
	Ebenezer R. Hoar[image: External link]
	1869–1870



	Amos T. Akerman[image: External link]
	1870–1871



	George H. Williams[image: External link]
	1871–1875



	Edwards Pierrepont[image: External link]
	1875–1876



	Alphonso Taft[image: External link]
	1876–1877



	



	Postmaster General[image: External link]
	John A. J. Creswell[image: External link]
	1869–1874



	James W. Marshall[image: External link]
	1874



	Marshall Jewell[image: External link]
	1874–1876



	James N. Tyner[image: External link]
	1876–1877



	



	Secretary of the Navy[image: External link]
	Adolph E. Borie[image: External link]
	1869



	George M. Robeson[image: External link]
	1869–1877



	



	Secretary of the Interior[image: External link]
	Jacob D. Cox[image: External link]
	1869–1870



	Columbus Delano[image: External link]
	1870–1875



	Zachariah Chandler[image: External link]
	1875–1877
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 Post-presidency




Main article: Post-presidential life of Ulysses S. Grant[image: External link]
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 World tour and diplomacy




After leaving the White House, Grant and his family stayed with Fish in New York for two months before setting out on a world tour.[402] Preparing for the tour, they arrived in Philadelphia on May 10, 1877, and were honored with celebrations during the week before their departure.[403][404] On May 16, Grant and Julia left for England aboard the SS Indiana[image: External link].[405][406] The Hayes administration, aware of Grant's popularity in Europe, encouraged him to extend his tour and voyage around the world to strengthen American interests abroad, an unprecedented undertaking for a former President.[407] The first stop of the journey was in Liverpool[image: External link] in May, where enormous crowds greeted the ex-president and his entourage.[408] Grant was lauded as the "Hero of Appomattox" and the Union general who defeated the Confederacy.[409] The Grants dined with Queen Victoria[image: External link] at Windsor Castle[image: External link], and Grant gave several speeches in London.[410]

After a tour on the continent, the Grants visited Scotland[image: External link] and then spent time in Southampton[image: External link] with their daughter Nellie, who during Grant's presidency had married an Englishman, Algernon Sartoris, in a White House ceremony.[411] Grant and Julia journeyed to Paris and visited with Léon Gambetta[image: External link] whom Grant considered one of the greatest people he met on the tour. Next they departed for Italy, visiting Naples[image: External link], Pompeii[image: External link] and Mount Vesuvius[image: External link].[412] The Grants spent Christmas 1877 aboard USS Vandalia[image: External link], a warship docked in Palermo[image: External link].[413] After cruising the Mediterranean[image: External link], the Grants took a winter sojourn through Egypt and the Holy Land. They were in Constantinople[image: External link] on March 3, 1878 and at the time of the signing of the Treaty of San Stefano[image: External link]. Next, followed a visit to Greece, before they met with Pope Leo XIII[image: External link] at the Vatican.[414] In 1878, they visited the Netherlands[image: External link] before moving on to Germany, where Grant discussed military matters with Chancellor Otto von Bismarck[image: External link], telling him that in the final stages of the Civil War, the Union Army fought to preserve the nation and to "destroy slavery".[415] In Russia, Czar Alexander II[image: External link] asked Grant about the future of the Plains Indians.[416] After touring Spain[image: External link], the Grants returned to England, via Paris.[417] From England, the Grants left by private ship, sailing into the Mediterranean and stopping at Marseilles[image: External link], then across to Alexandria[image: External link] visiting Egypt hurriedly and on through the Suez Canal[image: External link] to India.[418]

Grant initially viewed British colonization of India as "purely selfish", yet upon observation, he acknowledged that the colonial subjects were allowed to prosper.[419] After India, they toured Burma[image: External link], Siam[image: External link] (where Grant met with King Chulalongkorn[image: External link]), Singapore[image: External link], and Cochinchina[image: External link] (Vietnam).[420] Leaving Hong Kong, the Grants visited Canton, Shanghai, and Peking, China, where he criticized the autocratic attitude of Westerners toward the Chinese, which he compared to that of antebellum slaveowners.[421] He declined to ask for an interview with the Guangxu Emperor[image: External link], a child of seven, but did speak with the head of government, Prince Gong[image: External link], and Li Hongzhang[image: External link], a leading general.[422] They discussed China's dispute with Japan[image: External link] over the Ryukyu Islands[image: External link], and Grant agreed to serve as a mediator.[423] After crossing over to Japan on the USS Richmond[image: External link] and meeting the Emperor Meiji[image: External link], Grant, keeping his word, tried to convince Japan to make peace with the Chinese; Japan having the superior military, annexed the disputed islands a few weeks after Grant left the country.[424][425]

Homesick, the Grants left Japan sailing on the City of Tokio[image: External link] escorted by a Japanese man-of-war, crossed the Pacific and landed in San Francisco in September 1879, greeted by cheering crowds.[426] After a visit to Yosemite Valley[image: External link], they returned at last to Philadelphia on December 16, 1879.[427] Their two-year and seven-month voyage around the world captured the popular imagination, and Republicans—especially those of the Stalwart[image: External link] faction excluded from the Hayes administration—saw Grant in a new light.[428] The Republican nomination for 1880 was wide open after Hayes forswore a second term and many Republicans thought that Grant was the man for the job.[428]
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 Third term attempt




Main article: 1880 Republican National Convention[image: External link]


Stalwarts, led by Grant's old political ally, Roscoe Conkling[image: External link], saw the ex-president's renewed popularity as a way for their faction to regain power. Opponents called it a violation of the two-term rule that had been the norm since George Washington. Grant said nothing publicly, but he wanted the job and encouraged his men.[429] Washburne urged him to run; Grant demurred, saying he would be happy for the Republicans to win with another candidate, though he preferred James G. Blaine[image: External link] to John Sherman[image: External link]. Even so, Conkling and John A. Logan[image: External link] began to organize delegates in Grant's favor. When the convention[image: External link] convened in Chicago in June, there were more delegates pledged to Grant than to any other candidate, but he was still short of a majority vote to capture the nomination.[430]

At the convention, Conkling nominated Grant with an elegant speech, the most famous line being: "When asked which state he hails from, our sole reply shall be, he hails from Appomattox and its famous apple tree."[430] With 370 votes needed for nomination, the first ballot had Grant at 304, Blaine at 284, Sherman at 93, and the rest scattered to minor candidates.[431] Subsequent ballots followed, with roughly the same result; neither Grant nor Blaine could win. After thirty-six ballots, Blaine's delegates deserted him and combined with those of other candidates to nominate a compromise candidate: Representative James A. Garfield[image: External link] of Ohio.[432] A procedural motion made the vote unanimous for Garfield, who accepted the nomination.[433]

Grant gave speeches for Garfield but declined to criticize the Democratic nominee, Winfield Scott Hancock[image: External link], a general who had served under him in the Army of the Potomac.[434] Garfield won the election. Grant gave Garfield his public support and pushed him to include Stalwarts in his administration.[435] On July 2, 1881, Garfield was shot by an assassin and died on September 19. On learning of Garfield's death from a reporter, Grant wept bitterly.[436]
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 Business ventures




When Grant had returned to America from his costly world tour, he had depleted most of his savings and needed to earn money and find a new home.[437] Wealthy friends bought him a home on Manhattan's Upper East Side[image: External link], and to make an income, Grant, Jay Gould, and former Mexican Finance Secretary Matías Romero[image: External link] chartered the Mexican Southern Railroad[image: External link], with plans to build a railroad from Oaxaca to Mexico City.[438] Grant urged Chester A. Arthur[image: External link], who had succeeded Garfield as president in 1881, to negotiate a free trade treaty with Mexico. Arthur and the Mexican government agreed, but the United States Senate rejected the treaty in 1883.[438] The railroad was similarly unsuccessful, falling into bankruptcy the following year.[438]

At the same time, Grant's son Ulysses Jr. had opened a Wall Street brokerage house with Ferdinand Ward[image: External link]. Ward was regarded as a rising star and the firm, Grant & Ward, was initially successful.[439] In 1883, Grant joined the firm and invested $100,000 of his own money.[440] To encourage investment, Ward paid investors abnormally high interest, by pledging the company's securities[image: External link] on multiple loans in a process called rehypothecation[image: External link].[439][441] Ward, in collusion with banker James D. Fish, kept secret from bank examiners[image: External link], retrieved the firm's securities from the company's bank vault.[442] When the trades went bad, multiple loans came due, all backed up by the same collateral. Historians agree that Grant was likely unaware of Ward's intentions, but it is unclear how much Buck Grant knew. In May 1884, enough investments went bad to convince Ward that the firm would soon be bankrupt. Ward told Grant of the impending failure, but assured Grant that this was a temporary shortfall.[443][442] Grant approached businessman William Henry Vanderbilt[image: External link], who gave him a personal loan of $150,000.[444] Grant invested the money in the firm, but it was not enough to save it from failure. Essentially penniless, but compelled by a sense of personal honor, he repaid what he could with his Civil War mementos and the sale or transfer of all other assets.[445] Vanderbilt took title to Grant's home, although he allowed the Grants to continue to reside there, and pledged to donate the souvenirs to the federal government and insisted the debt had been paid in full.[446] Grant was distraught over Ward's deception and asked privately how he could ever "trust any human being again."[447] In March 1885, as his health was failing, he testified against both Ward and Fish.[448][449] Ward was convicted of fraud[image: External link] in October 1885, months after Grant's death, and served six and a half years in prison.[443]
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 Memoirs, pension, and death









To restore his family's income and reputation, Grant wrote several articles on his Civil War campaigns for The Century Magazine[image: External link] at $500 each. The articles were well received by critics, and the editor, Robert Underwood Johnson[image: External link], suggested that Grant write a book of memoirs, as Sherman and others had done. Grant's articles would serve as the basis for several chapters.[450]

In the summer of 1884, Grant complained of a sore throat but put off seeing a doctor until late October when he learned it was cancer, possibly caused by his frequent cigar smoking.[451][x] Grant chose not to reveal the seriousness of his condition to his wife, who soon found out from Grant's doctor.[453] Before being diagnosed, Grant was invited to a Methodist service for Civil War veterans in Ocean Grove, New Jersey[image: External link], on August 4, 1884, receiving a standing ovation from more than ten thousand veterans and others; it would be his last public appearance.[454] In March of the following year, the New York Times[image: External link] announced that Grant was dying of cancer and a nationwide public concern for the former president began.[455][456] Knowing of Grant and Julia's financial difficulties, Congress sought to honor him and restored him to the rank of General of the Army with full retirement pay (Grant's assumption of the Presidency in 1869 had required that he resign his commission and forfeit his pension).[456][457]

Despite his debilitating illness, Grant worked diligently on his memoirs at his home in New York City, and then from a cottage[image: External link] on the slopes of Mount McGregor[image: External link], finishing only days before he died.[458] Grant's memoirs treat his early life and time in the Mexican–American War briefly and are inclusive of his life up to the end of the Civil War.[459] Century magazine offered Grant a book contract with a 10 percent royalty, but Grant accepted a better offer from his friend, Mark Twain[image: External link], who proposed a 75 percent royalty.[460] The book, Personal Memoirs of Ulysses S. Grant[image: External link], was a critical and commercial success. In the end, Julia Grant received about $450,000 in royalties.[460] The memoir has been highly regarded by the public, military historians, and literary critics.[461] Grant portrayed himself in the persona of the honorable Western hero, whose strength lies in his honesty and straightforwardness. He candidly depicted his battles against both the Confederates and internal army foes.[462] Twain called the Memoirs a "literary masterpiece." Given over a century of favorable literary analysis, reviewer Mark Perry[image: External link] states that the Memoirs are "the most significant work" of American non-fiction[image: External link].[463] Grant's successful autobiography pioneered a method for ex-presidents and veterans to earn money.[464]

After a year-long struggle with cancer, surrounded by his family, Grant died at 8 o'clock in the morning in the Mount McGregor cottage on July 23, 1885, at the age of 63.[465] Sheridan, then Commanding General of the Army, ordered a day-long tribute to Grant on all military posts, and President Grover Cleveland[image: External link] ordered a thirty-day nationwide period of mourning. After private services, the honor guard placed Grant's body on a special funeral train[image: External link], which traveled to West Point[image: External link] and New York City. A quarter of a million people viewed it in the two days before the funeral. Tens of thousands of men, many of them veterans from the Grand Army of the Republic[image: External link] marched with Grant's casket drawn by two dozen horses to Riverside Park[image: External link] in the Morningside Heights[image: External link] neighborhood of Upper Manhattan[image: External link]. His pallbearers included Union generals Sherman and Sheridan, Confederate generals Simon Bolivar Buckner and Joseph E. Johnston, Admiral David Dixon Porter, and Senator John A. Logan, the head of the GAR.[466] Following the casket in the seven-mile-long procession were President Cleveland, the two living former presidents Hayes and Arthur, all of the President's Cabinet, as well as the justices of the Supreme Court.[467]

Grant's body was laid to rest in Riverside Park, first in a temporary tomb, and then—twelve years later, on April 17, 1897—in the General Grant National Memorial[image: External link], also known as "Grant's Tomb", the largest mausoleum[image: External link] in North America. Attendance at the New York funeral topped 1.5 million.[466] Ceremonies were held in other major cities around the country, while Grant was eulogized in the press and likened to George Washington and Abraham Lincoln.[468]
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 Historical reputation




Very few presidential reputations have shifted as dramatically as Grant's.[469] Hailed across the North as the winning general in a great war, his nomination as president seemed inevitable. Grant's popularity declined with congressional investigations into corruption in his administration and Custer's defeat at the Battle of the Little Big Horn. In 1877, there was bipartisan approval of Grant's peaceful handling of the electoral crisis.[470] Grant's reputation soared during his well-publicized world tour.[471]

At his death, Grant was seen as "a symbol of the American national identity and memory", when millions turned out for his funeral procession in 1885 and attended the 1897 dedication of his tomb.[472] Grant's popularity increased in the years immediately after his death. At the same time, commentators and scholars portrayed his administration as the most corrupt in American history. As the popularity of the pro-Confederate Lost Cause[image: External link] movement increased early in the 20th century, a more negative view became increasingly common.[473] As they had early in the Civil War, Grant's new critics charged that he was a reckless drunk, and in light of his presidency, that he was also corrupt. In the 1930s, biographer William B. Hesseltine[image: External link] noted that Grant's reputation deteriorated because his enemies were better writers than his friends.[474] In 1931, Frederic Paxson and Christian Bach in the Dictionary of American Biography[image: External link] praised Grant's military vision and his execution of that vision in defeating the Confederacy, but of his political career, the authors were less complimentary. Speaking specifically of the scandals, they wrote that "personal scandal has not touched Grant in any plausible form, but it struck so close to him and so frequently as to necessitate the vindication of his honor by admitting his bad taste in the choice of associates."[475]

Views of Grant reached new lows as he was seen as an unsuccessful president and an unskilled, if lucky, general.[471] Bruce Catton[image: External link] and T. Harry Williams[image: External link] began the reassessment of Grant's military career in the 1960s, shifting the analysis of Grant as victor by brute force to that of successful and skillful strategist and commander.[476] Even for scholars with a particular concern for the plight of former slaves and Indians, Grant left a problematic legacy and, with changing attitudes toward warfare after the end of the Vietnam War, Grant's military reputation suffered again.[477] William S. McFeely[image: External link] won the Pulitzer Prize[image: External link] for his critical 1981 biography that emphasized the failure of Grant's presidency to carry out lasting progress and concluded that "he did not rise above limited talents or inspire others to do so in ways that make his administration a credit to American politics."[478] John Y. Simon[image: External link] in 1982 responded to McFeely: "Grant's failure as President ... lies in the failure of the Indian peace policy and the collapse of Reconstruction ... But if Grant tried and failed, who could have succeeded?"[479] Simon praised Grant's first term in office, arguing that it should be "remembered for his staunch enforcement of the rights of freedmen combined with conciliation of former Confederates, for reform in Indian policy and civil service, for successful negotiation of the Alabama Claims, and for delivery of peace and prosperity." According to Simon, the Liberal Republican revolt, the Panic of 1873, and the North's conservative retreat from Reconstruction weakened Grant's second term in office, although his foreign policy remained steady.[480]

Historians' views have grown more favorable since the 1990s, appreciating Grant's protection of African Americans and his peace policy towards Indians, even where those policies failed.[472] Grant's reputation rose further with Jean Edward Smith's 2001 biography. Smith argued that the same qualities that made Grant a success as a general carried over to his political life to make him, if not a successful president, then certainly an admirable one.[481] Smith wrote that "the common thread is strength of character—an indomitable will that never flagged in the face of adversity ... Sometimes he blundered badly; often he oversimplified; yet he saw his goals clearly and moved toward them relentlessly."[482] Brooks Simpson[image: External link] continued the trend in the first of two volumes on Grant in 2000, although the work was far from a hagiography.[483] H. W. Brands[image: External link], in his more uniformly positive 2012 book, wrote favorably of Grant's military and political careers alike, saying:


As commanding general in the Civil War, he had defeated secession and destroyed slavery, secession's cause. As President during Reconstruction he had guided the South back into the Union. By the end of his public life the Union was more secure than at any previous time in the history of the nation. And no one had done more to produce the result than he.[484]



As Reconstruction scholar Eric Foner[image: External link] wrote, Brands gave "a sympathetic account of Grant's forceful and temporarily successful effort as president to crush the Ku Klux Klan, which had inaugurated a reign of terror against the former slaves."[469] Foner criticized Grant for not sending military aid to Mississippi during the 1875 election to protect African Americans from threats of violence.[469] According to Foner, "Grant's unwillingness to act reflected the broader Northern retreat from Reconstruction and its ideal of racial equality."[469][y]

According to historian Brooks Simpson, Grant was on "the right side of history". Simpson said, "[w]e now view Reconstruction ... as something that should have succeeded in securing equality for African-Americans, and we see Grant as supportive of that effort and doing as much as any person could do to try to secure that within realm of political reality." John F. Marszalek[image: External link] said, "You have to go almost to Lyndon Johnson to find a president who tried to do as much to ensure black people found freedom."[486] In 2016, Ronald C. White[image: External link] continued this trend with a biography that historian T. J. Stiles[image: External link] said, "solidifies the positive image amassed in recent decades, blotting out the caricature of a military butcher and political incompetent engraved in national memory[image: External link] by Jim Crow[image: External link] era historians."[487]

Throughout the 20th century, historians ranked his presidency near the bottom. In the 21st century, his military reputation is strong, while most scholars rank his presidency[image: External link] well below average.[469] His accomplishments as President have been overlooked due to corruption charges of his Cabinet members and appointees during his administration.[488] Concerning his post-presidential trip around the world, historian Edwina S. Campbell said that Grant "invented key aspects of the foreign-policy role of the modern American presidency, and created an image abroad of the United States that endures to this day."[489] White viewed Grant as "an exceptional person and leader" and his presidency, although marred by corruption charges, "defended the political rights of African Americans, battled against the Ku Klux Klan and voter suppression, reimagined Indian policy, rethought the role of the federal government in a changing America, and foresaw that as the United States would now assume a larger place in world affairs, a durable peace with Great Britain would provide the nation with a major ally."[490] Grant's alleged drunkenness during war and peacetime is historically unfounded, while modern culture has falsely stereotyped Grant as a drinker.[491]
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 Memorials and presidential library




See also: Ulysses S. Grant cultural depictions[image: External link]


Several memorials honor Grant. In addition to his mausoleum – Grant's Tomb[image: External link] in New York City – there is the Ulysses S. Grant Memorial at the foot of Capitol Hill in Washington, D.C.[492] Created by sculptor Henry Merwin Shrady[image: External link] and architect Edward Pearce Casey[image: External link], and dedicated in 1922, which overlooks the Capitol Reflecting Pool.[493] In 2015, restoration work began, which is expected to be completed before the bicentennial of Grant's birth in 2022.[494]

The Ulysses S. Grant National Historic Site[image: External link] near St. Louis, and several other sites in Ohio and Illinois memorialize Grant's life.[495] There are smaller memorials in Chicago's Lincoln Park[image: External link] and Philadelphia's Fairmount Park[image: External link]. Named in his honor are Grant Park[image: External link], as well as several counties in western and midwestern states[image: External link]. On June 3, 1891, a bronze statue of Grant by Danish sculptor Johannes Gelert[image: External link] was dedicated at Grant Park in Galena, Illinois.[496][497] From 1890 to 1940, part of what is now Kings Canyon National Park[image: External link] was called General Grant National Park, named for the General Grant sequoia[image: External link].[498] Grant has appeared on the front of the United States fifty-dollar bill[image: External link] since 1913. In 1921, the Ulysses S. Grant Centenary Association was founded with the goal of coordinating special observances and erecting monuments in recognition of Grant's historical role. The venture was financed by the minting of 10,000 gold dollars and 250,000 half dollars (depicted below). The coins were minted and issued in 1922, commemorating the 100th anniversary of Grant's birth.[499][500] Grant has also appeared on several U.S. postage stamps[image: External link], the first one issued in 1890, five years after his death.[501]





In May 2012, the Ulysses S. Grant Foundation, on the institute's fiftieth anniversary, selected Mississippi State University[image: External link] as the permanent location for Ulysses S. Grant's presidential library[image: External link].[502] Historian John Y. Simon[image: External link] edited Grant's letters into a 32-volume scholarly edition published by Southern Illinois University Press[image: External link].[503]
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	Gallery of images of Ulysses S. Grant[image: External link]

	List of American Civil War battles[image: External link]

	List of American Civil War generals[image: External link]

	Grant's Farm[image: External link]
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 Notes






	
^ Grant's step-grandmother Sarah Simpson, an educated woman who read French classical literature, spoke up for the name Ulysses[image: External link], the legendary, ancient Greek hero.[10]


	
^ Biographer Edward G. Longacre attributes Grant's parents' decision to their recognition of his hatred of music.


	
^ According to Grant, the S. did not stand for anything. Hamer had used it to stand for Simpson, Grant's mother's maiden name, or possibly for Grant's brother, whose name was Simpson.[21]


	
^ Subject to isolation and gloomy rainy weather, many of the officers took to drinking at Fort Humboldt.[64]


	
^ Historical accounts vary somewhat. William McFeely[image: External link] said that Grant left the army simply because he was "profoundly depressed".[67] Jean Edward Smith[image: External link] maintains Grant's resignation was too sudden to be a calculated decision.[68]


	
^ In 1903, August Busch Sr. purchased land that included Grant's original 1850's farm and Busch's family called it Grant's Farm. In 1910 the Busch family built a mansion on the farm. Open to the public, Grant's Farm has become an institution in St. Louis.[80]


	
^ Jesse's tannery business was later known as "Grant & Perkins" in 1862.[86]


	
^ Frémont refused Lincoln's order to overturn his August 30 proclamation that emancipated Confederate slaves[109]


	
^ The Republicans kept the name " Union[image: External link]" on their ticket as had been done earlier at their 1864 convention.[217]


	
^ Residents of Galena gave Grant the home in 1865 as thanks for his war service.[221] After his presidential term ended in 1877, Grant visited the home occasionally. Maintenance of the home as a memorial to Grant started in 1904 and continues today.[222]


	
^ John Schofield[image: External link], who was Secretary of War under Johnson, was asked by Grant to remain in that position until he could appoint his own man in office.[240]


	
^ In 1876, two decisions of the Supreme Court of the United States (United States v. Reese[image: External link] and United States v. Cruikshank[image: External link]) also did much to undermine Reconstruction-era laws that protected the rights of black Americans. Grant nominee Morrison Waite[image: External link] wrote the court's opinions joined by others, while another Grant nominee Ward Hunt[image: External link] dissented.[242]


	
^ Grant's religious faith also influenced his policy towards Indians, believing that the "Creator" did not place races of men on earth for the "stronger" to destroy the "weaker".[264]


	
^ Bison were hunted to the point of extinction during the latter 1800s, Yellowstone National Park was the only remaining place in the country where free roaming herds persisted.[274]


	
^ Urged by his Secretary of War Rawlins, Grant initially supported recognition of Cuban belligerency, but Rawlins's death on September 6, 1869, removed any cabinet support for military intervention.[283]


	
^ The international tribunal awarded the United States $15,500,000.[288]


	
^ The Báez government was under an insurgency led by Gregorio Luperón[image: External link]. Báez had arrested an American, Davis Hatch, who had supported Luperon. Davis was held without trial and originally threatened with execution, compromising negotiations. (The sentence was later reduced to banishment from the island.)[291]


	
^ Under the gold standard, the value of currency (coins, fractional paper monies, and standard bank notes) was directly linked to the price of gold.[311]


	
^ Greeley died after election day but before the day the Electoral College voted, as a result, Greeley's running mate, Benjamin Gratz Brown[image: External link], received most of the electoral votes Greeley would have had.[343]


	
^ The gold standard[image: External link] and deflation economy remained in effect into the mid-1890s.[350]


	
^ Grant and Delano, his second Secretary of Interior, were third cousins.[358]


	
^ McFeely, writing in 1981, believed that Grant knew of Babcock's guilt, while Smith, in 2001, believed the evidence against Babcock was circumstantial at best.[381]


	
^ Schofield was Secretary of War under President Andrew Johnson[image: External link], but stayed on temporarily when Grant assumed the presidency.[401]


	
^ Today, medical historians believed he suffered from a T1N1 carcinoma of the tonsillar fossa.[452]


	
^ In 1883, the U.S. Supreme Court overruled the Civil Rights Act of 1875[image: External link] that guaranteed African Americans "full and equal enjoyment of the accommodations, advantages, facilities and privileges"; the ruling setting up a legal foundation for Jim Crow[image: External link] segregation throughout the South until the 1960's.[485]
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Alexander Robey Shepherd






Alexander Robey Shepherd (January 30, 1835 – September 12, 1902), better known as Boss Shepherd, was one of the most controversial and influential civic leaders in the history of Washington, D.C., and one of the most powerful big-city political bosses[image: External link] of the Gilded Age. He was head of the DC Board of Public Works from 1871 to 1873 and Governor of the District of Columbia[image: External link] from 1873 to 1874. He is known, particularly in Washington, as "The Father of Modern Washington."



TOP
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 Early life and career




Born in southwest Washington[image: External link] on January 30, 1835, Shepherd dropped out of school at 13 and took a job as a plumber's assistant. Eventually, he worked his way up to becoming the owner of the plumbing firm. He then invested the profits from that firm in real estate development, which made him a wealthy socialite and influential citizen of the city.[1] (One of his luxurious properties was Shepherd's Row, a set of rowhouses[image: External link] on Connecticut Avenue[image: External link] designed by Adolf Cluss[image: External link]; Cluss would later be the star witness at Shepherd's congressional investigation hearings.)[2]

Two days after the Battle of Fort Sumter[image: External link] that initiated the American Civil War, Shepherd and his brother each enlisted in the 3rd Battalion of the District of Columbia volunteers. The term of enlistment at that time was only three months, after which Shepherd was honorably discharged. Approximately six months afterwards, he was married to Mary Grice Young, with whom he had seven surviving children.[3]

He was an early member of the Republican Party[image: External link] and a member of the Washington City Councils from 1861 to 1871, during which time he was an important voice for D.C. emancipation, then for suffrage for the freed slaves. Frederick Douglass[image: External link] would later say of him, "I want to thank Governor Shepherd for the fair way in which he treated the colored race when he was in a position to help them."[4]
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 City Boss




By 1870, war and mismanagement had caused the finances and infrastructure of the city to deteriorate so badly that the Mayor of Washington[image: External link], Sayles J. Bowen[image: External link], had his furniture seized in an attempt to pay the city's debts; Democrats[image: External link] and Republicans were in a rare agreement that a drastic change was needed from Bowen's regime.[5] As a solution, Shepherd and his allies began agitation for the abolition of the elected governments of Washington City and Georgetown, as well as the appointed justices of the peace for Washington County, to be replaced with a unified territorial government that would administer the entire District of Columbia. The Shepherd machine was easily able to sway popular support in favor of the notion.

In the following year, 1871, Shepherd was able to convince Congress[image: External link] to pass a bill that established the territorial government he desired. The Organic Act of 1871 merged the various governments in the District of Columbia into a single eleven-member legislature, including two representatives for Georgetown and two for the County of Washington, to be presided over by a territorial governor; the legislature and governor would all be appointed by the President. The two front-runners for the governorship were initially Shepherd, from Washington, and Colonel[image: External link] Jason A. Magruder, from Georgetown; although popular support was behind Shepherd, President Ulysses S. Grant feared that either appointment would cause a sectional divide that might make governorship of the full district impossible. Thus Grant's inaugural appointment to the governorship was his friend, the financier Henry D. Cooke[image: External link], "a gentleman of unimpeachable integrity"[6] — and, secretly, a close political ally of Shepherd's.

Shepherd was appointed vice-chair of the city's five-man Board of Public Works. The most powerful public entity in the District of Columbia, the Board of Public Works was actually an independent entity from the territorial government, reporting directly to Congress, but kept within the territory's sphere of influence by making the governor its chairman. Cooke, however, rarely attended the Board's meetings (probably at Shepherd's urging), allowing Vice-Chair Shepherd to preside.[7] He asserted himself as a leader to such an extent that he often did not bother to consult the other members of the Board before making decisions and taking sweeping action. His abilities as a political operator, according to D.C. journalist Sam Smith[image: External link], were formidable:



	“
	Boss Shepherd's persuasive skills were such that upon being called to account by the president of a railroad whose tracks on the Mall had been torn up one night by 200 of Shepherd's men, he left the meeting with an offer to become the line's vice president. His cunning was such that when he heard reports of a planned injunction against the removal of what he called a "wretched old market building" on Mt. Vernon Square[image: External link], he got a friend to take the one judge currently in the city out for a long ride in the country while the Boss accomplished his mission. ... As the Cincinnati Enquirer[image: External link] of the time put it: "Boss Tweed[image: External link] and his gang, to whom Shepherd's enemies are so given to comparing him, were vulgar villians [sic], stupid sneak thieves, by the side of this remarkable man."[7]

	”
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 Shepherd's city improvements




The war-worn condition of Washington City in the late 1860s and early 1870s — when it was little more than a hamlet of dirt roads, wooden sidewalks and open sewers, surrounded by farmland and large country estates — was such that Congress had for several years discussed relocating the seat of the Federal government westward to St. Louis[image: External link] — which would have led to ruin for the District of Columbia.[8] Shepherd believed that if the government was to remain in Washington, the city's infrastructure and facilities must be modernized and revitalized. He filled in the long-dormant Washington Canal and placed 157 miles (253 km) of paved roads and sidewalks, 123 miles (198 km) of sewers, 39 miles (63 km) of gas mains, and 30 miles (48 km) of water mains. In 1872, Boss Shepherd was responsible for the demolition of the Northern Liberties Market. Two individuals, a butcher who was still on the premises at the time of the demolition and a young boy who had come with his dog to chase the rats who fled the structure, were killed in the process.[9] Under his direction the city also planted 60,000 trees, built the city's first public transportation system in the form of horse-drawn streetcars[image: External link], installed street lights, and had the railroad companies refit their tracks to fit new citywide grading standards for the District.
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 Governorship and fall from power




In 1873, Washington writer Mary Clemmer Ames[image: External link] wrote that "the majority of people believe that Governor Cooke would retain his position only until the fusion of irritated factions [i.e., whites and blacks; Washington, Georgetown, and Washington County] was effected, and that in the event of his resignation, Mr. Shepherd would be appointed his successor. Whether Governor Cooke retires before the end of his term or not, it is the universal belief that Mr. Shepherd will be the second governor of the District of Columbia."[10] Sure enough, that September, Cooke resigned as Governor of the District and Shepherd, having befriended Grant, was promoted by the President to the governorship.

Once in office, Governor Shepherd engaged in a series of social reforms and campaigns that were progressive even by Radical Republican standards: he "integrated public schools, supported the vote for women, sought representation for D.C. in Congress and a Federal payment to the city."[4] Generally, however, his gubernatorial term was "principally occupied in avoiding embarrassments in the conduct of the District's official business due to the inadequacy of the revenue which had been entailed by the demands for funds to meet the cost of executing street improvements."[11]

But despite the lack of finances, the massive public works project continued (and intensified) during Shepherd's term as governor of the District of Columbia. Although the Organic Act of 1871 had given the governor power to issue construction bonds in the city, to the consternation of white landowners, Shepherd nonetheless put it to a referendum to demonstrate his widespread popular support in the city thanks to the black voters who backed him.

However, the cost of the modifications was excessive. Initially, Shepherd had estimated them at a $6.25 million budget, but by 1874, costs had ballooned to $9 million, despite a national panic[image: External link] that had befallen the nation the year before. District residents gathered 1,200 signatures to petition an audit from Congress; when the audit was conducted, the legislature discovered that the city was in arrears by $13 million and declared bankruptcy[12] on its behalf. Shepherd was investigated for financial misappropriation and mishandling, during which time it was discovered that the project and its funding had been carried to absurd extremes. Shepherd had raised taxes to such a degree that citizens had to sell their own property to pay them. Street grading, too, had been executed such that some homes' front yards were as much as 15 feet (4.6 m) lower than the front door, while others found their homes standing in trenches with the street at second floor level. In addition, Congress discovered that Shepherd had given preference to neighborhoods and areas of the District in which he or his political cronies held financial interests.

Although none of his actions were found to have violated any laws, the territorial government was abolished in favor of a three-member Board of Commissioners, which remained in charge of the District for nearly a century. Although President Grant nominated Shepherd to the first Board of Commissioners,[13] the appointment was rejected by the Senate on the same day.[14] The appointment of Shepherd became one of the many corruption scandals surrounding Grant's administration.[15]

The civic improvements, however, had sufficiently modernized the city that relocation of the capital was never again discussed as a serious option. It also created a decades-long real estate boom in Washington (until about the turn of the 20th century), with wealthy Americans coming from all over the United States to build large and expensive mansions, some for year-round residency and some for winter vacation only (leading Washington to be called "the winter Newport[image: External link]").[16]
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 Last years




Shepherd remained in Washington for a further two years, still a real-estate magnate and a celebrated and influential member of Washington society In 1876, however, he declared personal bankruptcy[image: External link] and, once his accounts were settled, moved with his family to Batopilas[image: External link], Mexico[image: External link], where he made a fortune in silver mining[image: External link] and instituted many of the same reforms he had championed in the District of Columbia.

He died in Batopilas[image: External link] in Mexico on September 12, 1902, from complications of a surgery to remove his appendix[image: External link].[17] His body was returned to Washington and buried in a large personal (not family) vault in Rock Creek Cemetery[image: External link].
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 Legacy




Shepherd's legacy has been a matter of some debate since his death more than one hundred years ago. He has long been maligned as a corrupt, cronyist[image: External link] political boss, often compared to Boss Tweed[image: External link], the leader of the Tammany Hall[image: External link] political machine of the same time period.

A statue of Shepherd which currently stands on Pennsylvania Avenue, NW[image: External link], in front of the John A. Wilson Building (which now houses the offices and chambers of the Council and the Mayor[image: External link] of the District of Columbia,) has served as a symbol of his fluctuating reputation.

In 1979, during the first year of Mayor[image: External link] Marion Barry's administration, the statue was removed from its perch on Pennsylvania Avenue and warehoused in city storage. It reappeared in the mid-1980s near an otherwise-obscure D.C. Public Works building on Shepherd Avenue, S.W., in the District's remote Blue Plains[image: External link] neighborhood.[18]

Near the beginning of the 21st century, Washington historian Nelson Rimensnyder started to argue for a restoration of Shepherd's reputation, calling him an "urban visionary" who singlehandedly transformed Washington into a major American city and championed aggressive social reform.

Largely as a result of Rimensnyder's efforts, and the efforts of those he persuaded, the Shepherd statue was returned in January 2005 to its previous place of honor.[19] The statue now stands on its pedestal[image: External link] next to the sidewalk[image: External link] of Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, close to 14th Street, NW[image: External link], and the northwest corner of the Wilson Building.[20]

The D.C. neighborhood of Shepherd Park, where Shepherd once lived, is named for him, as is Alexander Shepherd Elementary School in that neighborhood.
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Streetcars in Washington, D.C.






This article is about the streetcars that existed in Washington prior to 1962. For information on DC's new streetcar line, see DC Streetcar.

For just under 100 years, between 1862 and 1962, streetcars in Washington, D.C., transported people across the city[image: External link] and region.

The first streetcars[image: External link] in Washington, D.C., were drawn by horses[image: External link] and carried people short distances on flat terrain; but the introduction of cleaner and faster electric streetcars, capable of climbing steeper inclines, opened up the hilly suburbs north of the old city and in Anacostia. Several of the District's streetcar lines were extended into Maryland, and two Virginia[image: External link] lines crossed into the District. For a brief time, the city experimented with cable cars[image: External link], but by the beginning of the 20th century, the streetcar system was fully electrified. A bit later, the extensive mergers[image: External link] dubbed the "Great Streetcar Consolidation" gathered most local transit firms into two major companies. In 1933, all streetcars were brought under one company, Capital Transit. The streetcars began to scale back with the rising popularity of the automobile[image: External link] and pressure to switch to buses[image: External link]. After a strike[image: External link] in 1955, the company changed ownership and became DC Transit, with explicit instructions to switch to buses. The system was dismantled in the early 1960s and the last streetcar ran on January 28, 1962.

Today streetcars, car barns, trackage[image: External link], stations and right-of-way of the system still exist in various states of usage. Tracks are still visible on 3200 to 3400 blocks of O st NW and P st NW.
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 Early transit in Washington




Public transportation[image: External link] began in Washington, D.C. almost as soon as the city was founded. In May 1800, two-horse stage coaches[image: External link] began running twice daily from Bridge and High Streets NW (now Wisconsin Avenue[image: External link] and M Street NW[image: External link]) in Georgetown by way of M Street NW and Pennsylvania Avenue NW/SE to William Tunnicliff's Tavern at the site now occupied by the Supreme Court Building[image: External link]. Service ended soon after it began.[1]

The next attempt at public transit[image: External link] arrived in the spring of 1830, when Gilbert Vanderwerken[image: External link]'s Omnibuses[image: External link], horse-drawn wagons[image: External link], began running from Georgetown to the Navy Yard. The company maintained stables on M Street, NW. These lines were later extended down 11th Street SE to the waterfront and up 7th Street NW[image: External link] to L Street NW. Vanderwerken's success attracted competitors, who added new lines, but by 1854, all omnibuses had come under the control of two companies, "The Union Line" and "The Citizen's Line." In 1860, these two merged under the control of Vanderwerken and continued to operate until they were run out of business by the next new technology[image: External link]: streetcars.[1][2]
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 Horse-drawn streetcars
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 Washington and Georgetown




Streetcars began operation in New York City along the Bowery[image: External link] in 1832,[3] but the technology did not really become popular until 1852, when Alphonse Loubat[image: External link] invented a side-bearing rail[image: External link] that could be laid flush with the street[image: External link] surface[image: External link], allowing the first horse-drawn streetcar lines.[4] The technology[image: External link] began to spread and on May 17, 1862, the first Washington, D.C. streetcar company, the Washington and Georgetown Railroad[image: External link] was incorporated.[1]

The company ran the first streetcar in Washington D.C. from the Capitol[image: External link] to the State Department[image: External link] starting on July 29, 1862. It expanded to full operations from the Navy Yard to Georgetown on October 2, 1862.[1][5] Another line opened on November 15, 1862. It was built along 7th Street NW from N Street NW to the Potomac River and expanded to the Arsenal (now Fort McNair[image: External link]) in 1875.[6][7] A third line ran down 14th Street[image: External link] NW from Boundary Street NW (now Florida Avenue[image: External link]) to the Treasury Building[image: External link]. In 1863 the 7th Street line was extended north to Boundary Street NW.[2]
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 Metropolitan




The Washington and Georgetown's monopoly didn't last long. On July 1, 1864, a second streetcar company, the Metropolitan Railroad[image: External link], was incorporated. It opened lines from the Capitol to the War Department[image: External link] along H Street[image: External link] NW. In 1872, it built a line on 9th Street NW and purchased the Union Railroad (chartered on January 19, 1872).[1] It used the Union's charter to expand into Georgetown. In 1873 it purchased the Boundary and Silver Spring Railway (chartered on January 19, 1872) and used its charter to build north on what is now Georgia Avenue.[8] In June 1874, it absorbed the Connecticut Avenue and Park Railway (chartered on July 13, 1868; operations started in April 1873) and its line on Connecticut Avenue from the White House to Boundary Avenue.[9]

By 1888, it had built additional lines down 4th Street NW/SW to P Street SW, and on East Capitol Street[image: External link] to 9th Street.[1]
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 Columbia




Chartered by Congress on May 24, 1870[7] and beginning operations the same year,[2] the Columbia Railway[image: External link] was the city’s third horse car operator. It ran from the Treasury Building along H Street NW/NE to the city boundary at 15th Street NE. The company built a car barn and stable[image: External link] on the east side of 15th Street just south of H Street at the eastern end of the line.[10]
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 Anacostia and Potomac River




The Anacostia and Potomac River Railroad[image: External link] was chartered on May 5, 1870. It wasn't given approval by Congress until February 18, 1875, but it was constructed that year.[7] The streetcars traveled from the Arsenal and crossed the Navy Yard Bridge to Uniontown (now Historic Anacostia) to Nichols Avenue SE (now Martin Luther King Avenue) and V Street SE where a car barn and stables were maintained by the company.[11] In 1888 the Anacostia and Potomac River expanded from the Navy Yard to Congressional Cemetery[image: External link], and past Garfield Park to the Center Market (now the National Archives) in downtown. It also expanded up Nichols Avenue past the Government Hospital for the Insane (now St. Elizabeths Hospital[image: External link]).[7]
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 Capitol, North O Street and South Washington




The last streetcar company to begin operation during the horsecar era was the Capitol, North O Street and South Washington Railway[image: External link]. It was incorporated on March 3, 1875, and began operation later that year. It ran on a circular route around downtown D.C. A P Street NW track was added in 1876. In 1881, the route was extended north and south on 11th Street West and tracks were rerouted across the Mall. It changed its name to the Belt Railway on February 18, 1893.[1][2][7]
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 Horse-drawn chariots and the Herdic Phaeton Company




During this time, streetcars competed with numerous horse-drawn chariot[image: External link] companies. Starting on March 5, 1877, the date of President Hayes'[image: External link] inauguration[image: External link], single-horse carriages[image: External link] began running on a route roughly parallel to the Washington and Georgetown's Pennsylvania Avenue route. After three years, streetcars forced the chariots out of business.

This was followed almost immediately by the Herdic Phaeton Company[image: External link]. The electric streetcar, however, was too much for the company to compete with and when its principal stockholder[image: External link] died in 1896, it ceased operations.[1]

After the Herdic Company went under, the Metropolitan Coach Company began running horse-drawn coaches[image: External link] in conjunction with the Metropolitan Railroad, carrying passengers from 16th[image: External link] and T Streets NW to 22nd and G Streets NW. It began operations on May 1, 1897, with a car barn at 1914 E Street NW. In 1904, it became its own corporation[image: External link].[1]
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 The switch to electric power




Horsecars, though an improvement over horse drawn wagons[image: External link], were slow, dirty and inefficient. Horses needed to be housed and fed, created large amounts of waste[image: External link], had difficulty climbing hills and were difficult to dispose of. Almost as soon as they were instituted, companies began looking for alternatives. For example, the Washington and Georgetown experimented with a steam motor[image: External link] car in the 1870s and 1880s which was run on Pennsylvania Avenue NW near the Capitol several times, but was never placed in permanent use.[1]

In 1883, Frank Sprague[image: External link], an 1878 Naval Academy[image: External link] graduate, resigned from the Navy[image: External link] to work for Thomas Edison[image: External link]. He wound up in Richmond, Virginia[image: External link] where, on February 2, 1888, he put into service the first electric-powered[image: External link] streetcar system.[12] After 1888, many cities, including Washington, turned to electric-powered streetcars. To get electricity to the streetcars from the powerhouse[image: External link] where it was generated, an overhead wire[image: External link] was installed over city streets. A streetcar would touch this electric wire with a long pole[image: External link] mounted on its roof. Back at the powerhouse, big steam engines would turn huge generators[image: External link] to produce the electricity needed to operate the streetcars. A new name was soon developed for streetcars powered by electricity in this manner; they were called trolley cars.[3]
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 New electric streetcar companies
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 Eckington and Soldiers' Home




By 1888, Washington was expanding north of Boundary Street NW[image: External link] into the hills of Washington Heights and Petworth. Boundary Street was becoming such a misnomer that in 1890 it was renamed Florida Avenue. Climbing the hills to the new parts of the city was difficult for horses, but electric streetcars could do it easily. In the year following the successful demonstration of the Richmond streetcar[image: External link], four electric streetcar companies were incorporated in Washington D.C. The Eckington and Soldiers' Home Railway was the first to charter, on June 19, 1888, and started operation on October 17.[7] Its tracks started at 7th Street and New York Avenue NW, east of Mount Vernon Square, and traveled 2.5 miles to the Eckington[image: External link] Car Barn at 4th and T Streets NE via Boundary Street NE, Eckington Place NE, R Street NE, 3rd Street NE and T Street NE. Another line ran up 4th Street NE to Michigan Avenue NE. A one-week pass cost $1.25[image: External link].[5][13] In 1889, the line was extended along T Street NE, 2nd Street NE and V Street NE to Glenwood Cemetery, but the extension proved unprofitable and was closed in 1894.[14] At the same time, an extension was built along Michigan Avenue NE to the B&O railroad tracks. In 1895, the company removed its overhead trolley lines in accordance with its charter and attempted to replace them with batteries[image: External link]. These proved too costly and the company replaced them with horses in the central city.[1] In 1896, Congress directed the Eckington and Soldier's Home[image: External link] to try compressed air motors[image: External link] and to substitute underground electric power for all its horse and overhead trolley lines[image: External link] in the city.[7] The compressed-air motors were a failure and in 1899 the company switched to the standard underground electric power conduit[image: External link].[1]
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 Rock Creek




The Rock Creek Railway[image: External link] was the second electric streetcar incorporated in D.C. It was incorporated in 1888 and started operations in 1890 on 2 blocks of Florida Avenue east of Connecticut Avenue.[7] After completing a bridge over Rock Creek at Calvert Street on July 21, 1891, the line was extended through Adams Morgan and north on Connecticut Avenue to Chevy Chase Lake, Maryland.[1] In 1893 a line was added through Cardozo/Shaw to 7th Street NW.[9]
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 Georgetown and Tenleytown




The third electric streetcar company to incorporate, the Georgetown and Tenleytown Railway[image: External link], was chartered on August 22, 1888.[7] In 1890, the railway started operations connecting Georgetown to the extant village of Tenleytown. The line traveled the length of the Georgetown and Rockville Road (now Wisconsin Avenue NW[image: External link]), stretching from the Potomac River to the Maryland state line.[15] In 1890 it was extended across the Maryland line to Bethesda.[16] In 1897, the Washington and Rockville Railway was formed to extend the line to Rockville. Though the two companies legally acted as different entities, they traveled identical routes on identical rails and shared a car barn (owned by WRECo) on Wisconsin Avenue NW at the District boundary.[17] By 1900, the tracks had extended to Rockville.[18]
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 Washington and Great Falls - Maryland and Washington




Two more Washington D.C. streetcar companies operating in Maryland[image: External link] were incorporated by acts of Congress in the summer of 1892. The Washington and Great Falls Electric Railway was approved on July 28, 1892, to build an electric streetcar line from the Aqueduct Bridge[image: External link] to Cabin John Creek[image: External link]. It completed its track in August 1895. Because the railroad never reached Great Falls[image: External link], but instead terminated at Cabin John[image: External link], it was often referred to as the "Cabin John Trolley". The Maryland and Washington Railway was approved a few days later on August 1, 1892. It ran on Rhode Island Avenue[image: External link] NE from 4th Street NE reaching what is now Mount Rainier[image: External link] on the Maryland line in 1897.[19] At its southern terminus it connected to the Eckington and Soldier's Home.[1]
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 Capital Railway




The first electric streetcar to operate in Anacostia was the Capital Railway[image: External link]. It was incorporated by Colonel Arthur Emmett Randle on March 2, 1895, to serve Congress Heights. It was to run from Shepherds Ferry along the Potomac and across the Navy Yard Bridge to M Street SE. A second line would run along Good Hope Road SE to the District boundary.[7] The line was built during the Panic of 1896[image: External link] despite 18 months of opposition from the Anacostia and Potomac River.[20] In 1897 it experimented with the "Brown System", which used magnets[image: External link] in boxes to relay power instead of overhead or underground lines, and with double trolley lines over the Navy Yard Bridge. Both were failures.[1] By 1898, the streetcar line ran along Nichols Avenue SE to Congress Heights, ending at Upsal Street SE.[11] At the same time the Capital Railway was incorporated, the Washington and Marlboro Electric Railway was chartered to run trains across the Anacostia River through southeast Anacostia to the District boundary at Suitland Road and from there to Upper Marlboro[image: External link], but it never laid any track.[7]
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 Baltimore and Washington




The Baltimore and Washington Transit Company[image: External link] was incorporated prior to 1894, with authorization to run from the District of Columbia, across Maryland to the Pennsylvania border.[21] On June 8, 1896, it was given permission to enter the District of Columbia and connect to the spur of the Brightwood that ran on Butternut St NW.[1][7] In 1897, it began construction on a line, known locally as the Dinky Line, that began at the end of the Brightwood spur at 4th and Butternut Streets NW, traveled south on 4th Street NW to Aspen Street NW and then east on Aspen Street NW and Laurel Street NW into Maryland.[22] Later, between 1903 and 1917, a line was added running south on 3rd St NW and west on Kennedy St NW to Colorado Avenue where it connected to Capital Traction's 14th Street line. On March 14, 1914, it changed its name to the Washington and Maryland Railway[image: External link].[1]
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 East Washington Heights




The East Washington Heights Traction Railroad was incorporated on June 18, 1898.[1] By 1903 it ran from the Capitol along Pennsylvania Avenue SE to Barney Circle, and by 1908, it went across the bridge[image: External link] to Randle Highlands (now known as Twining[image: External link]) as far as 27th St SE.[23][24][25] By 1917 it had been extended out Pennsylvania Avenue past 33rd Street SE.[26]
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 Washington, Spa Spring, and Gretta




The last new streetcar company to form was the Washington, Spa Spring and Gretta Railroad. It was chartered by the state of Maryland on February 13, 1905, and authorized to enter the District on February 18, 1907.[1] Construction began by March 22, 1908.[27] In 1910, it began running cars along a single track from a modest waiting station[image: External link] and car barn near 15th Street NE and H Street NE along Bladensburg Road NE to Bladensburg[image: External link]. [On July 5, 1892, the District of Columbia Suburban Railway was incorporated to run streetcars along the same route - on Bladensburg Road NE from the Columbia tracks on H Street NE to the Maryland line and from Brookland to Florida Avenue NE, but it was never constructed]. Although initially planned to go as far as Gettysburg, Pennsylvania[image: External link], the line never ran further than an extension to Berwyn Heights, Maryland[image: External link]. The route was planned to promote development[image: External link] of company-owned land adjacent to the tracks, but it never successfully competed with established rail lines in the same area.[10] Noting its diminished ambitions, it became the Washington Interurban Railway on October 12, 1912,[1] and changed the Railway to Railroad in 1919.
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 Conversion of horse cars to mechanical and electrical power




On March 2, 1889, the District authorized every streetcar company in Washington to switch from horse[image: External link] power to underground cable[image: External link] or to electricity[image: External link] provided by battery[image: External link] or underground wire[image: External link] and in 1890 companies were authorized to sell stock[image: External link] to pay for the upgrades - provided they did not involve overhead wires. In 1892, one-horse cars were banned within the city, and by 1894 Congress began requiring companies to switch to something other than horse power while continuing to disallow overhead lines within the city.
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 Washington and Georgetown




After the March 2, 1889, law passed, the Washington and Georgetown began installing an underground cable system. Their 7th Street line switched to cable car on April 12, 1890. The rest of the system switched to cable by August 18, 1892.[1][13] In 1892, they extended their track along 14th to Park Road NW.
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 Brightwood




On October 18, 1888, the day after the Eckington and Soldier's Home began operation, Congress authorized the Brightwood Railway[image: External link] to electrify the Metropolitan's streetcar line on Seventh Street Extended NW or Brightwood Avenue NW (now known as Georgia Avenue NW[image: External link]) and to extend it to the District boundary at Silver Spring. In 1890 they bought the former Boundary and Silver Spring line from the Metropolitan, but continued to operate it as a horse line. In 1892 it was ordered by Congress to switch to overhead electrical power and complete the line.[7][8] The next year, the streetcar tracks reached Takoma Park[image: External link] via a spur along Butternut Street NW to 4th Street NW.[28] In 1898, the Brightwood was ordered to switch to underground electric power on pain of having its charter revoked.[29]
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 Metropolitan




The Metropolitan experimented with batteries in 1890 but found them unsatisfactory. On August 2, 1894, Congress ordered the Metropolitan to switch to underground electrical power. It complied, installing the underground sliding shoe on the north-south line in January 1895.[1] The Metropolitan switched the rest of the system to electric power on July 7, 1896[1] In 1895, the Metropolitan built a streetcar barn near the Arsenal and a loop in Georgetown to connect it to the Georgetown Car Barn.[1] In 1896 it extended service along East Capitol Street and built the East Capitol Street Car Barn,[30] and extended its service to Mount Pleasant.[9]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Columbia




The Columbia decided to try a cable system, the last cable car system built in the United States. They built a new cable car barn and began operating the system on March 9, 1895. It became clear that the underground electrical system was superior, so it quickly abandoned cable cars and switched to electrical power on July 22, 1899. The last cable car in the city ran the next day.[1]

Using electricity from the power plant built to power its cable operation, the Columbia won permission in 1898 to build a line east along Benning Road NE, splitting on the east side of the Anacostia. One branch ran to Kenilworth, and the other connected at Seat Pleasant[image: External link] with the terminus of the steam-powered[image: External link] Chesapeake Beach Railway[image: External link].[10]
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 Belt




In 1896 the Belt Railway tried out compressed air motors[image: External link].[7] The compressed air motors were a failure, and in 1899 the cars were equipped with the standard underground power system.[1]
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 Anacostia and Potomac River




The Anacostia and Potomac River switched from horses to electricity in April 1900.[1][31] This was the last horse-drawn streetcar to run in the District.[1]
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 Virginia trolleys operating in Washington, D.C.




Two electric trolley companies serving Northern Virginia also operated in the District and a third received permission to do so, but never did so (see: Northern Virginia trolleys[image: External link]):

The Washington & Arlington Railway[image: External link] was the first Virginia company given permission to operate in Washington. It was incorporated on February 28, 1892, with the right to run a streetcar from the train station at 6th Street NW and B Street NW to Virginia across a new Three Sisters Bridge[image: External link].[7] It was also allotted space in the Georgetown Car Barn.[32] The company was never able to construct the new bridge, and so never operated in Washington.

The Washington, Alexandria, and Mount Vernon Electric Railway[image: External link] began operating between Alexandria and Mount Vernon in 1892. On August 23, 1894, it was given permission to enter the District of Columbia using a boat or barge. However, the railroad never actually used any such watercraft.[33]

The railroad completed its tracks in 1896 and began serving a waiting station at 14th Street[image: External link] NW and B Street NW. From the waiting station it used the Belt Line Street Railway Company's tracks on 14th Street NW to reach the Long Bridge[image: External link], a combined road and rail crossing of the Potomac River.[33] In 1906, the Long Bridge's road and streetcar tracks were relocated to a new truss bridge[image: External link] (the Highway Bridge), immediately west of the older bridge.[33][34] This span was removed in 1967.[35]

In 1902, the railroad moved its station, as the Belt Line's tracks were circling the block containing the site of a planned new District Building (now the John A. Wilson Building). The new station (address: 1204 N. Pennsylvania Avenue) extended along 12th Street NW from Pennsylvania Avenue NW to D Street NW, near the site of the present Federal Triangle Metro[image: External link] station and on the opposite side of 12th Street from the Post Office building.[33][36]

On October 17, 1910, the Washington and Arlington, by then the Washington, Arlington & Falls Church Railroad[image: External link], and the Washington, Alexandria and Mount Vernon merged to form the Washington–Virginia Railway[image: External link].[1] The company had difficulty competing and in 1924 declared bankruptcy[image: External link]. In 1927 the two companies were split and sold at auction[image: External link].[37] The former Washington, Arlington & Falls Church Railroad reemerged as the Arlington and Fairfax Railway[image: External link][37] and continued to serve the city on the Washington-Virginia route until January 17, 1932, when the Mt. Vernon Memorial Highway (now the George Washington Memorial Parkway) opened.[35] The Great Falls and Old Dominion Railroad[image: External link] was chartered January 24, 1900, and authorized to enter the District on January 29, 1903. It crossed over the Aqueduct Bridge and terminated at a station immediately west of the Georgetown Car Barn.[1] In 1912, it was incorporated into the new Washington and Old Dominion Railway[image: External link] and became the Great Falls Division of that company.
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 The Great Streetcar Consolidation




By the mid-1890s, there were numerous streetcar companies operating in the District. Congress tried to deal with this fractured transit system by requiring them to accept transfers[image: External link], set standard pricing[image: External link] and by allowing them to use one another's track. But eventually, lawmakers settled on consolidation[image: External link] as the best solution.

On March 1, 1895, Congress authorized the Rock Creek to purchase[image: External link] the Washington and Georgetown on Sept. 21, producing the Capital Traction Company[image: External link].[38] In 1916 Capital Traction took ownership of the Washington and Maryland and its 2.591 miles of track.[29]

After Capital Traction's powerhouse at 14th and E NW burned down[image: External link] on September 29, 1897, the company replaced the cable cars with an electric system. The 14th Street branch switched to electric power on February 27, 1898, the Pennsylvania Avenue division on April 20, 1898, and the 7th Street branch on May 26, 1898.[1]

The Anacostia and Potomac River began expanding on June 24, 1898, by purchasing the Belt Railway; the next year, it bought the Capital Railway.

Later that year, the Eckington and Soldier's Home purchased the Maryland and Washington. On June 27, 1898, the new, combined company changed its name to the City and Suburban Railway of Washington. Later that year, it bought the Columbia and Maryland Railway, which ran from Mount Rainier to Laurel[image: External link].[1]

Between 1896 and 1899, three businessmen purchased controlling interests in the Metropolitan; the Columbia; the Anacostia and Potomac River; the Georgetown and Tennallytown; the Washington, Woodside and Forest Glen; the Washington and Great Falls; and the Washington and Rockville railway companies, in addition to the Potomac Electric Power Company and the United States Electric Lighting Company. They incorporated the Washington Traction and Electric Company[image: External link] on June 5, 1899, as a holding company[image: External link] for these interests. But the holding company had borrowed too heavily and paid too much for the subsidiaries and quickly landed in financial trouble. To prevent transit disruption, Congress on June 5, 1900, authorized the Washington and Great Falls to acquire the stock of any and all of the railways and power companies[image: External link] owned by Washington Traction. When Washington Traction defaulted[image: External link] on its loans on June 1, 1901, Washington and Great Falls moved in to take its place. On February 4, 1902, Washington and Great Falls changed its named to the Washington Railway and Electric Company[image: External link], reincorporated as a holding company and exchanged stock in Washington Traction and Electric one for one for stock in the new company (at a discounted rate).[29]

Not every company became a part of Washington Railway immediately. The City and Suburban[image: External link] and the Georgetown and Tennallytown operated as subsidiaries[image: External link] of Washington Railway until October 31, 1926, when it purchased the remainder of their stock.[29]

During this time the streetcar companies continued to expand both trackage and service. The American Sight-Seeing Car and Coach Company started running tourist[image: External link] cars along Washington Railway streetcar tracks in 1902 and continued until it switched to large automobiles in 1904.[1] In 1908, Washington Railway's U Street line was extended east down Florida Avenue NW/NE to 8th Street NE, and from there south down 8th Street NE/SE to the Navy Yard.[10] On June 24, 1908, the first streetcars began service to Union Station[image: External link] along Delaware Avenue NE and by December 6 cars of both Capital Traction and Washington Railway were serving the building along Massachusetts Avenue NE.[39]

In 1908, the Washington, Baltimore and Annapolis Electric Railway[image: External link] began service from Washington to Baltimore[image: External link] and Annapolis. Though technically an interurban[image: External link], this railway utilized streetcar tracks from its terminal at 15th and H Streets NE and across the Benning Road Bridge where it switched to its own tracks in Deanwood. It was the main source of transportation[image: External link] to Suburban Gardens[image: External link], known as "the black Glen Echo[image: External link]", the first and only major amusement park[image: External link] within Washington.[10]

The next major consolidation occurred on August 31, 1912, when the Washington Railway purchased the controlling stock of the Anacostia and Potomac River. This left only 6 companies operating in Washington - four of which had less than 3 miles of track.[1] It also led to Congress passing the "Anti-Merger Act", prohibiting mergers without Congress' approval and establishing the Public Utilities Commission[image: External link]. In 1914 a failed attempt was made to have the Federal Government purchase all of the streetcar lines and companies.[1] Streetcars were unionized[image: External link] in 1916 when local 689 of the Amalgamated Association of Street, Electric Railway and Motor Coach Employees of America[image: External link] won recognition after a three-day strike[image: External link].[40]

Further consolidation came in the form of the North American Company[image: External link], a transit and public utility[image: External link] holding company. North American began to acquire stock in Washington Railway in 1922, gaining a controlling interest by 1928. By December 31, 1933, it owned 50.016% of the voting stock. North American tried to purchase Capital Traction, but never owned more than 2.5% of Capital Traction stock.[29]
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 Bustitution and competition




By 1916 streetcar use was reaching its peak in Washington, D.C. The combined systems[image: External link] had over 200 miles of track,[5] with almost 100 in the city.[1] Passengers could travel to Great Falls[image: External link], Glen Echo[image: External link], Rockville, Kensington[image: External link] and Laurel[image: External link] in Maryland; and to Mount Vernon[image: External link], Alexandria, Vienna[image: External link], Fairfax, Leesburg[image: External link], Great Falls[image: External link] and Bluemont[image: External link] in Virginia. World War I[image: External link] saw further increases in passenger traffic.[41] But the streetcars were also under increasing threat from competition.

The first threat to the streetcars came with the introduction of gasoline[image: External link] powered taxicabs[image: External link]. The taximeter[image: External link], invented in 1891, combined with the combustion engine[image: External link], created a new form of public transportation. Taxicabs were put into service in Paris in 1899, in New York in 1907 and in Washington in 1908. Over the years, their numbers expanded.[1] Taxis based and operating in the boundaries of the District of Columbia charged their fares with a zone system instead of taximeters,which is still in use.

In 1909 the Metropolitan Coach Company began to switch from horse-drawn coaches to gasoline-powered coaches - replacing its entire system by 1913 - becoming a precursor to the bus companies. It was a financial failure though and on August 13, 1915, the company ceased operations.[1]

The gasoline-powered bus[image: External link] was invented in Germany in 1895 and motorized buses were introduced in New York City in 1905. As improvements, such as balloon tires[image: External link], were made, buses became more popular. The first formal bus company in Washington, the Washington Rapid Transit Company, was incorporated on January 20, 1921. By 1932 it was carrying 4.5% of transit customers.[29] Two years later, the last streetcar line was built.[42]

Just as the horse cars had replaced carriages and the electric streetcar replaced horse cars, so too were buses to replace the electric streetcars.

In 1923, the number of streetcar companies operating in Washington cut in half as three companies switched to buses. The East Washington Heights became the first streetcar company to switch,[43] replacing its two streetcars and one mile of track with a bus line.[24] The Washington Interurban switched next and its tracks were removed when Bladensburg Road was repaved.[10] In that same year, the Key Bridge[image: External link] was constructed and, as a result, the Washington and Old Dominion (the state of Virginia) gave up rail access to D.C. in exchange for a terminal in Rosslyn.[44]

When electric streetcars began, several lines also delivered freight[image: External link] on rail cars running on their lines. Capital Traction abandoned this service in 1931.[41]

In 1932, the Arlington and Fairfax Motor Transportation Company was established to replace the streetcar service of the Arlington and Fairfax which lost the right to use the Highway Bridge[image: External link].[45] The last Arlington and Fairfax streetcar departed from 12th Street NW and D Street NW, on January 17, 1932, abandoning all streetcar service in the city.[5]

In the summer of 1935 - after consolidation, several major lines were converted from streetcars to buses. The line from Friendship Heights to Rockville (formerly the Washington and Rockville), the P Street line (Metropolitan), the Anacostia-Congress Heights line (Capital Railway) and the Connecticut Avenue line in Chevy Chase (Rock Creek) were all replaced with buses. At the same time, the Chesapeake Beach Railway[image: External link] and the Washington, Baltimore and Annapolis interurban[image: External link] ceased operations.[5]

With further bustitution[image: External link], the Columbia Railway Company Car Barn was converted to a bus barn in 1942.[46]
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 Monopoly




On December 1, 1933, Washington Railway, Capital Traction, and Washington Rapid Transit merged to form the Capital Transit Company[image: External link]. Washington Railway continued as a holding company, owning 50% of Capital Transit and 100% of PEPCO, but Capital Traction was dissolved.[29] For the first time, street railways in Washington were under the management[image: External link] of one company.

Capital Transit made several changes. As part of the merger, the Capital Traction generating plant in Georgetown was closed (and, in 1943, decommissioned[image: External link]) and Capital Transit used only conventionally supplied electric power.[47] In 1935, it closed several lines and replaced them with bus service. Because the Rockville line in Maryland was one of the lines that was closed, the Capital Transit Community Terminal was opened at Wisconsin Avenue NW and Western Avenue NW on August 4, 1935. At the same time, the car barn on the west side of Wisconsin at Ingomar was razed and replaced with the Western Bus Garage.[48] In 1936, the system introduced route numbers.[13] On August 28, 1937, the first PCC streetcars[image: External link] began running on 14th Street NW. By early 1946, the company would place in service 489 of the streamlined, modern PCC model and, in the early 1950s, become the first in the nation to have an all-PCC fleet.[41] (Here's a General Electric ad about PCC cars in Washington[image: External link].)

During the 1930s, city newspapers began pushing for streetcar tunneling[image: External link]. The Capitol Subway[image: External link] was built in 1906 and three years later, the Washington Post[image: External link] called for a citywide subway to be built. Nothing happened until Capital Transit took over. The full $35 million plan to depress streets as trenches for exclusive streetcar use never materialized, but in 1942 an underground loop terminal was built at 14th and C Streets SW under the Bureau of Engraving and [49] on December 14, 1949, the Connecticut Avenue subway tunnel[image: External link] under Dupont Circle, running from N Street to R Street, was opened.[40]

At first, business was good for the new company. During World War II, gasoline rationing[image: External link] limited automobile use, but transit companies were exempt from the rationing. Meanwhile, wage freezes[image: External link] held labor[image: External link] costs in check. With increased revenue[image: External link] and steady costs, Capital Transit conservatively built up a $7 million cash reserve.[40] In 1945 Capital Transit had America’s 3rd largest streetcar fleet.[42] (A map of the system in 1948[image: External link])

In 1946 in a decision by the United States Supreme Court[image: External link] in North American Co. v. Securities and Exchange Commission[image: External link],[50] the Supreme Court upheld the Public Utility Holding Company Act of 1935[image: External link] and forced North American, because it also owned the Potomac Electric Power Co., to sell its shares of Capital Transit. Buyers were hard to come by, but on September 12, 1949, Louis Wolfson[image: External link] and his three brothers purchased from North American 46.5% of the company's stock for $20 per share and the Washington Railway was dissolved.[51] For $2.2 million they bought a company with $7 million in cash. The Wolfsons began paying themselves huge dividends[image: External link] until, in 1955, the war chest[image: External link] was down to $2.7 million. During the same period, transit trips dropped by 40,000 trips per day and automobile ownership doubled.[40]

On December 29, 1954, Capital Transit lost one of its last freight customers when the East Washington Railway[image: External link] took over the delivery of coal[image: External link] from the B&O to the PEPCO[image: External link] power plant at Benning[image: External link]. Previously this had been done using Capital Transit's steeple-cab electric locomotives operating over a remnant of the Benning car line.[5]
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 DC Transit




In January 1955 the Capital Transit Company, then consisting of 750 buses and 450 streetcars,[40] sought permission for a fare[image: External link] increase, but was denied. So that spring, when employees asked for a raise, there was no money available and the company refused to increase pay[image: External link]. Frustrated, employees went on strike on July 1, 1955. The strike, only the third in D.C. history and the first since a three-day strike in 1945, lasted for seven weeks. Commuters were forced to hitch[image: External link] rides and walk in the brutal summer[image: External link] heat.[40]

On July 18, 1956, after Wolfson dared the Senate to revoke his franchise[image: External link] claiming no other entrepreneur would take the company on, the Congress[image: External link] did just that. Months later, the franchise was sold to O. Roy Chalk[image: External link], a New York financier[image: External link] who owned controlling interest in Trans Caribbean Airways[image: External link], for $13.5 million.[40] The company's name was then changed to DC Transit.
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 Abandonment




As part of the deal selling Capital Transit to O. Roy Chalk, he was required to replace the system with buses[image: External link] by 1963.[40] Chalk fought the retirement of the streetcars[40] but was unsuccessful, and the final abandonment of the streetcar system began on September 7, 1958, with the end of the North Capitol Street (Route 80) and Maryland (Route 82) lines.[5] On January 3, 1960, the Glen Echo (Route 20), Friendship Heights (Route 30) & Georgia Avenue (Routes 70, 72, 74) streetcar lines were abandoned and the Southern Division (Maine Avenue) Car Barn was closed.[13] This technically ended "trolley" cars in D.C. as only conduit operations remained.[5] On December 3, 1961, the streetcar lines to Mount Pleasant (Routes 40, 42) and 11th Street (Route 60) were abandoned.[52]

The remaining system, including lines to the Navy Yard, the Colorado Avenue terminal, and the Bureau of Engraving[image: External link] (Routes 50, 54) and to the Calvert Street Loop, Barney Circle, and Union Station (Routes 90, 92) was shut down in January 1962. Early on the morning of Sunday, January 28, 1962, preceded by cars 1101 and 1053, car 766 entered the Navy Yard Car Barn for the last time, and Washington's streetcars became history.[53]
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 Remnants
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 Streetcars




After the system was abandoned, most of the cars were either destroyed or sold. Several hundred cars were scrapped, cut in half at the center door and junked.[54] 101 of the streetcars were sold to Barcelona[image: External link] where some continued in service until 1971[55] 71 more were sold to Sarajevo[image: External link] where they ran until 1983 and some of them were used for construction of the only 9 articulated PCC streetcars ever;[56] and 15 more went to Fort Worth, TX[image: External link] for use on the Tandy Center Subway[image: External link] until it shut down in 2002.[57]

About 20 streetcars remain of the hundreds that once plied the streets of Washington.

None remain in active daily use, although one Capital Transit PCC car sold to Sarajevo has been restored and operates occasional special service in Sarajevo.[58] Another, Capital Transit 1551, one of the 15 trams sold to Fort Worth, was repainted[image: External link] and transferred to the McKinney heritage streetcar[image: External link] in Dallas[image: External link] in 2002, but it has been out of service since 2006 with mechanical and electrical problems.

Others serve as museum pieces. The only Washington streetcar still in the District is Capital Traction 303[image: External link] which serves as an exhibit in the Smithsonian's National Museum of American History. Washington and Georgetown 212[image: External link] is also preserved by the Smithsonian[image: External link], but stored in the Smithsonian's facility in Suitland, Maryland. Seven more, including D.C. Transit 1101 and 1540, Capital Transit 509, 522, 766 and 1430, and Washington Railway 650[image: External link], are preserved at the National Capital Trolley Museum[image: External link] in the Washington suburbs. Three other cars owned by the Trolley Museum were destroyed in a fire on September 28, 2003[image: External link]. Farther from D.C., D.C. Transit 1470[image: External link] is kept at the Virginia Museum of Transportation[image: External link] in Roanoke, Virginia[image: External link], Capital Transit 09[image: External link] is at Rockhill Trolley Museum[image: External link] in Rockhill Furnace, Pennsylvania[image: External link], Capital Transit 010[image: External link] is maintained at the Connecticut Trolley Museum[image: External link] and D.C. Transit 1304 is kept at the Seashore Trolley Museum[image: External link] in Kennebunkport, Maine[image: External link]. Three of the Ft. Worth cars are held in storage by North Texas Historic Transportation[image: External link] with plans to place them in a yet-to-be-built museum. Finally, two of the Barcelona cars[image: External link] are privately owned and stored in Madrid, Spain[image: External link], and Ejea de los Caballeros[image: External link], Spain, and another two are in the Museu del Transport[image: External link] in Castellar de n'Hug[image: External link], Spain (Photo of one[image: External link]).[58]
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 Tracks




Much of the track in D.C. was removed and sold for scrap. The complex trackwork on Capitol Plaza in front of Washington Union Station[image: External link] was removed in the mid-1960s. The Pennsylvania Avenue NW trackwork between the Capitol and the Treasury Building was removed during the street's mid-1980s redevelopment.

Elsewhere, the track was buried under pavement. The loop tracks of the former Capitol Transit connection, behind the closed restaurant on Calvert Street NW, immediately east of the Duke Ellington Bridge[image: External link], are extant under asphalt. The tracks on Florida Avenue also exist under pavement (as shown by the eternal seam above the conduit). Tracks also exist under Ellington Place NE, 3rd Street NE, 8th Street SE, and elsewhere.

The region's only remaining visible tracks and conduit[image: External link] are in the center of the cobblestone[image: External link] 3200 through 3400 blocks of P Street NW and O Street NW in Georgetown.
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 Car barns and shops




Some car barns, or car houses as they were later known, survived in part or in whole.


	The Washington and Georgetown Car Barn (later known as the M Street Shops) at 3222 M Street NW, which had served as stables for Gilbert Vanderwerken[image: External link]'s omnibus[image: External link] line, a streetcar garage and maintenance shop and as a tobacco warehouse, was turned into a mall known as The Shops at Georgetown Park[image: External link] in 1981.[59] Only the facade[image: External link] of the original car barn remains.[24]


	The Washington and Georgetown Railroad Company Car Barn at 1346 Florida Avenue NW, originally built in 1877 and sold in 1892, is known today as the west building of the Manhattan Laundry. It serves as home to the Booker T. Washington Public Charter School.[60]


	The original Eckington Car Barn at 400 T Street NE burned down before 1920 and a new one was built to replace it.[61] That building is now a postal[image: External link] vehicle maintenance facility.




	The Navy Yard Car Barn (officially the Washington and Georgetown Railroad Car House[image: External link] and colloquially "The Blue Castle") at 770 M Street SE[image: External link] is the sole surviving artifact of the cable car era. It served as a bus garage[image: External link] and is now home to three charter schools: KEY Academy[image: External link], Washington Math Science Technology Public Charter School[image: External link], and the Eagle Academy[image: External link]. In 2005, it was purchased by a developer who hoped to turn it into retail space.[62] In January 2008, it was sold to another developer who aims to turn it into mixed-use development when the current lease expires in 2012.[63]


	The Georgetown Car Barn at 3600 M Street NW[image: External link], with "Capital Traction Company" still written above the main door, now serves as classroom and administrative space for Georgetown University.[64] It includes the famous "Exorcist steps[image: External link]" that connect Prospect Street NW to M Street NW. O. Roy Chalk owned the building until 1992 when the Minneapolis-based Lutheran Brotherhood[image: External link] took possession of the property in a foreclosure. Developer Douglas Jemal[image: External link] bought it in May 1997.[65]


	The East Capitol Street Car Barn, at 1400 East Capitol Street[image: External link] NE[image: External link], was used as a bus barn from 1962 to 1973 and then sat vacant until it was turned into condominiums[image: External link].[30]


	The Decatur Street Car Barn (a.k.a. the Capital Traction Company Car Barn or Northern Carhouse), at 4615 14th Street NW, was built in 1906 and is now used as a Metrobus[image: External link] barn. One of three designed by Waddy Wood[image: External link], it is the only car barn still used for transit.[66]





	Benning Car House, the red brick building at the northeast corner of Benning Road & Kenilworth Avenue on the grounds of the Benning Road PEPCO plant, was built in 1941[24] and went out of service with the conversion of this carline to buses on May 1, 1949. The building has been structurally modified and still stands.



Other car barns were demolished.


	The Anacostia and Potomac River Car Barn at Martin Luther King Jr. Avenue SE and V Street SE is gone.

	The Columbia Railway Car Barn in Trinidad served as a bus barn until it was demolished in 1971 and replaced with apartments.[46]


	The Metropolitan Street Railway Car Barn (a.k.a. the Seventh Street-Wharves Barn) and the adjacent shops on 4th Street SW were torn down in 1962 to make room for the Riverside Condominiums.[67]


	The Tenleytown Car Barn (a.k.a. Western Carhouse or Tennally Town Car Barn), the first car barn and powerhouse for the Tennallytown line, was built around 1897 at what is now the intersection of Wisconsin Avenue NW and Calvert Street NW.[68] It was removed sometime before 1920[61] and replaced around 1935. This second structure was removed before 1958.[69]


	The Capital Traction Company Powerhouse in Georgetown was torn down in 1968; the land it sat on is now part of the Georgetown Waterfront Park[image: External link].[70]


	Falls Barn, near Georgetown University, was demolished between 1948 and 1958.[69][71]


	A car barn was built in Mount Pleasant around 1892,[72] but it was gone by 1948.[71]


	A barn was built at 2411 P Street NW by the Metropolitan around 1870 and served as stables, a power house, car barn and repair shops. Much of the property was destroyed when Q Street was extended, but the remainder lasted until at least 1920.[61]


	The Brightwood Car House[image: External link], at 5929 Georgia Avenue NW, was built in 1909 as a car barn and electric generation substation to replace a 'car stable' that burned down on January 16, 1898. It was designed by the engineer W.B. Upton who also designed the Eckington car barn. In 1955 PEPCO sold the car barn, and it ceased operation as a streetcar facility. It became the showroom and service center for Hicks Chevrolet which modified the facade. In 1976 the dealership was sold and became Curtis Chevrolet.[73] Curtis Chevrolet closed on November 30, 2007, and was sold to Foulger-Pratt for redevelopment.[74] Though the D.C. Historical Preservation Society asked Foulger-Pratt to reuse, not destroy, the car house,[75] in 2010, Walmart announced that they planned to raze the car barn and build a store on the site, to open in 2012.[76] Plans by Walmart to bring the entire structure down were approved and demolition began on September 6, 2011.[77] Demolition was shortly thereafter halted for a historical preservation review, but historic designation was denied and the entire structure came down in March 2012.[78] The Walmart opened on December 2, 2013. The new structure included bricks and trusses from the original car barn, which is all that remains of it.[79]
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 Stations and loops




A few stations and terminals have survived. Sometime after conversion of the Mt. Pleasant Line in December 1961, the Dupont Circle streetcar stations were used as a civil defense[image: External link] storage area for a few years and then left empty again. The space was once considered for a columbarium[image: External link].[80] In 1993 one of the stations was opened as a food court called DuPont Down Under, but after only 18 months it closed and the space has been vacant ever since.[81] In 2007, D.C. Council member Jim Graham[image: External link] began consideration of a suggestion to allow adult-themed clubs to move into the property.[80] It has now been set aside as an arts space and is under the management of the Dupont Underground.[82]

The Colorado Avenue Terminal on 14th Street NW is still in use as a Metrobus stop and the Calvert Street loop just east of the Duke Ellington Bridge[image: External link] is still used as a Metrobus turnaround loop.

There was a streetcar station[image: External link] in the center of Barney Circle[image: External link] but it was removed in the 1970s.

The streetcar turnaround at 11th and Monroe NW is now the 11th and Monroe Streets Park.
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 Tunnels




The Dupont Circle streetcar station tunnel entrances, located where the medians of Connecticut Avenue NW now stand, north of N Street NW, and between R Street NW and S Street NW, were filled in and paved over in August 1964, leaving only the traffic tunnel.[81]

The C Street NW/NE tunnel beneath the Upper Senate Park remained in use as a one-way service road adjacent to the Capitol, but since 9/11[image: External link] it has been closed to the public.[83]

The Bureau of Engraving and Printing[image: External link] underground loop is now part of a parking structure and storage area that is located directly underneath 14th Street SW. Tracks can still be seen in the floors in some locations of the Bureau.[83]
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 Right-of-way




The right-of-way of the Glen Echo line is extant from the Georgetown Car Barn all the way to the Dalecarlia Reservoir filtration plant. It includes an abutment near an entrance to Georgetown University, a trestle[image: External link] over Foundry Branch in Glover Archibald Park, and the median of Sherier Place NW from Cathedral Avenue NW to Manning Place NW. Part of the right-of-way on the Georgetown campus was removed in the spring of 2007 to create a turning lane off of Canal Road[image: External link] NW. A trestle over Clark Place NW, adjacent to Canal Road, was also removed after the Cabin John line was abandoned.

The wide median of Pennsylvania Avenue SE from the Capitol to Barney Circle was built in 1903 to serve as a streetcar right of way.[60] It now serves as urban greenspace.
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 Other remnants




Perhaps the most visible remnant of the streetcar system is the Metrobus[image: External link] system, run by the Washington Metropolitan Area Transit Authority (WMATA). On January 14, 1973, WMATA purchased DC Transit and the Washington, Virginia and Maryland Coach Company (followed on February 4 by the purchase of AB&W Transit Company and WMA Transit Company) unifying all the bus companies in D.C.[84]

Many of today's WMATA's bus routes are only marginally changed from the streetcar lines they followed. For example, the #30 streetcar route that ran from Barney Circle to Friendship Heights is now the #30 bus line that runs from Anacostia through Barney Circle to Friendship Heights.

Still other remnants include the Potomac Electric Power Company[image: External link], the electric portion of Washington Traction and Electric Company, which remains the D.C. area's primary electrical power company; some streetcar-related manhole covers that remain in use around town; and two trolley poles for Capital Traction's overhead wires on the Connecticut Avenue Bridge over Klingle Valley[image: External link] in Cleveland Park.[85] The poles likely date back to the bridge's construction in 1931.
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 See also





	Bustitution[image: External link]
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Urban Renewal






For other uses, see Urban renewal (disambiguation)[image: External link].

Urban renewal, which is generally called urban regeneration ("regeneration" in the United Kingdom), "revitalization" in the United States,[1] is a program of land redevelopment[image: External link] in areas of moderate to high density urban land use. Renewal has had both successes and failures. Its modern incarnation began in the late 19th century in developed nations and experienced an intense phase in the late 1940s – under the rubric of reconstruction[image: External link]. The process has had a major impact on many urban landscapes, and has played an important role in the history and demographics of cities around the world.

Urban renewal involves the relocation of businesses, the demolition[image: External link] of structures, the relocation of people, and the use of eminent domain[image: External link] (government purchase of property for public purpose) as a legal instrument to take private property for city-initiated development projects. This process is also carried out in rural areas, referred to as village renewal, though it may not be exactly the same in practice.[2]

In some cases, renewal may result in urban sprawl[image: External link] and less congestion when areas of cities receive freeways and expressways[image: External link].[3]

Urban renewal has been seen by proponents as an economic engine and a reform mechanism, and by critics as a mechanism for control. It may enhance existing communities, and in some cases result in the demolition of neighborhoods.

Many cities link the revitalization of the central business district and gentrification of residential neighborhoods to earlier urban renewal programs. Over time, urban renewal evolved into a policy based less on destruction and more on renovation and investment, and today is an integral part of many local governments, often combined with small[image: External link] and big business[image: External link] incentives.
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Urban renewal sometimes lives up to the hopes of its original proponents – it has been assessed by politicians, urban planners, civic leaders, and residents – it has played an undeniably[citation needed[image: External link]] important role.

Additionally, urban renewal can have many positive effects. Replenished housing stock might be an improvement in quality; it may increase density and reduce sprawl; it might have economic benefits and improve the global economic competitiveness of a city's centre. It may, in some instances, improve cultural and social amenity, and it may also improve opportunities for safety and surveillance. Developments such as London Docklands increased tax revenues for government. In late 1964, the British commentator Neil Wates expressed the opinion that urban renewal in the United States had 'demonstrated the tremendous advantages which flow from an urban renewal programme,' such as remedying the 'personal problems' of the poor, creation or renovation of housing stock, educational and cultural 'opportunities'.[4]

As many examples listed below show, urban renewal has been responsible for the rehabilitation of communities—as well as displacement. Replacement housing –particularly in the form of housing towers– might be difficult to police, leading to an increase in crime, and such structures might in themselves be dehumanising. Urban renewal is usually non-consultative. Urban renewal continues to evolve as successes and failures are examined and new models of development and redevelopment are tested and implemented.
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The concept of urban renewal as a method for social reform emerged in England[image: External link] as a reaction to the increasingly cramped and unsanitary conditions of the urban poor in the rapidly industrializing cities of the 19th century. The agenda that emerged was a progressive doctrine that assumed better housing conditions would reform its residents morally and economically. Another style of reform – imposed by the state for reasons of aesthetics and efficiency – could be said to have begun in 1853, with the recruitment of Baron Haussmann[image: External link] by Louis Napoleon[image: External link] for the redevelopment of Paris.
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From the 1850s onwards, the terrible conditions of the urban poor in the slums[image: External link] of London[image: External link] began to attract the attention of social reformers[image: External link] and philanthropists, who began a movement for social housing. The first area to be targeted was the notorious slum called the Devil's Acre[image: External link] near Westminster[image: External link]. This new movement was largely funded by George Peabody[image: External link] and the Peabody Trust[image: External link] and had a lasting impact on the urban character of Westminster.[5]

Slum clearance[image: External link] began with the Rochester Buildings, on the corner of Old Pye Street and Perkin's Rent, which were built in 1862 by the merchant William Gibbs[image: External link]. They are one of the earliest large-scale philanthropic housing developments in London. The Rochester Buildings were sold to the Peabody Trust in 1877 and later become known as Blocks A to D of the Old Perkin's Rents Estate. Angela Burdett-Coutts, 1st Baroness Burdett-Coutts[image: External link] funded an experimental social housing estate, among the first of its kind, on the corner of Columbia Road and Old Pye Street (now demolished).[5] In 1869 the Peabody Trust[image: External link] built one of its first housing estates at Brewer's Green, between Victoria Street and St. James's Park[image: External link]. What remained of the Devil's Acre on the other side of Victoria Street was cleared and further Peabody estates were built after the Cross Act of 1875.[6]

In 1882, the Peabody Trust built the Abbey Orchard Estate on former marshland at the corner of Old Pye Street and Abbey Orchard Street. Like many of the social housing estates, the Abbey Orchard Estate was built following the square plan concept. Blocks of flats were built around a courtyard, creating a semi-private space within the estate functioning as recreation area. The courtyards were meant to create a community atmosphere and the blocks of flats were designed to allow sunlight into the courtyards. The blocks of flats were built using high-quality brickwork and included architectural features such as lettering[image: External link], glazing[image: External link], fixtures and fittings. The estates built in the area at the time were considered model dwellings and included shared laundry and sanitary facilities, innovative at the time, and fireplaces in some bedrooms. The design was subsequently repeated in numerous other housing estates in London.[5]

State intervention was first achieved with the passage of the Public Health Act of 1875[image: External link] through Parliament[image: External link]. The Act focused on combating filthy urban living conditions that were the cause of disease outbreaks. It required all new residential construction to include running water and an internal drainage system and also prohibited the construction of shoddy housing by building contractors.

The London County Council[image: External link] was created in 1889 as the municipal authority in the County of London[image: External link] and in 1890 the Old Nichol[image: External link] in the East End of London[image: External link] was declared a slum and the Council authorized its clearance and the rebuilding of an area of some 15-acre (61,000 m2), including the Nichol and Snow estates, and a small piece on the Shoreditch side of Boundary Street, formally Cock Lane. The slum clearance began in 1891 and included 730 houses inhabited by 5,719 people. The LCC architects designed 21 and Rowland Plumbe[image: External link] two of 23 blocks containing between 10 and 85 tenements each. A total of 1,069 tenements, mostly two or three-roomed, were planned to accommodate 5,524 persons. The project was hailed as setting "new aesthetic standards for housing the working classes" and included a new laundry, 188 shops, and 77 workshops. Churches and schools were preserved. Building for the project began in 1893 and it was opened by the Prince of Wales[image: External link] in 1900.[7] Other such schemes in the 1880s, where newly cleared sites were sold on to developers, included Whitechapel[image: External link], Wild Street, Whitecross Street[image: External link] and Clerkenwell[image: External link].[8]
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 Interwar period




The 1917 Tudor Walters Committee[image: External link] Report into the provision of housing and post-war reconstruction in the United Kingdom, was commissioned by Parliament as a response to the shocking lack of fitness amongst many recruits during the War; this was attributed to poor living conditions, a belief summed up in a housing poster of the period "you cannot expect to get an A1 population out of C3 homes".

The report's recommendations, coupled with a chronic housing shortage after the First World War[image: External link] led to a government-led program of house building with the slogan 'Homes for Heroes'. Christopher Addison[image: External link], the Minister for Housing at the time was responsible for the drafting of the Housing, Town Planning, &c. Act 1919[image: External link] which introduced the new concept of the state being involved in the building of new houses.[9] This marked the start of a long 20th century tradition of state-owned housing, which would much later evolve into council estates[image: External link].[10]

With the onset of the Great Depression in 1929, increased house building and government expenditure was used to pull the country out of recession. The Housing Act of 1930 gave local councils wide-ranging powers to demolish properties unfit for human habitation or that posed a danger to health, and obligated them to rehouse those people who were relocated due to the large scale slum clearance programs. Cities with a large proportion of Victorian terraced housing - housing that was no longer deemed of sufficient standard for modern living requirements - underwent the greatest changes. Over 5,000 homes (25,000 residents) in the city of Bristol[image: External link] were designated as redevelopment areas in 1933 and slated for demolition. Although efforts were made to house the victims of the demolitions in the same area as before, in practice this was too difficult to fully implement and many people were rehoused in other areas, even different cities. In an effort to rehouse the poorest people affected by redevelopment, the rent for housing was set at an artificially low level, although this policy also only achieved mixed success.[11]
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 United States




Large scale urban renewal projects in the US started in the interwar period[image: External link]. Prototype urban renewal projects include the design and construction of Central Park[image: External link] in New York and the 1909 Plan for Chicago by Daniel Burnham[image: External link]. Similarly, the efforts of Jacob Riis in advocating for the demolition of degraded areas of New York in the late 19th century was also formative. The redevelopment of large sections of New York City[image: External link] and New York State[image: External link] by Robert Moses[image: External link] between the 1930s and the 1970s was a notable and prominent example of urban redevelopment. Moses directed the construction of new bridges[image: External link], highways[image: External link], housing projects[image: External link], and public parks[image: External link].

Other cities across the USA began to create redevelopment programs in the late 1930s and 1940s. These early projects were generally focused on slum clearance[image: External link] and were implemented by local public housing authorities, which were responsible both for clearing slums and for building new affordable housing. In 1944, the GI Bill[image: External link] (officially the Serviceman's Readjustment Act) guaranteed Veterans Administration[image: External link] (VA) mortgages to veterans under favorable terms, which fueled suburbanization after the end of World War II, as places like Levittown, New York[image: External link], Warren, Michigan[image: External link] and the San Fernando Valley[image: External link] of Los Angeles[image: External link] were transformed from farmland into cities occupied by tens of thousands of families in a few years.

The Housing Act of 1949[image: External link] kick-started the "urban renewal" program that would reshape American cities. The Act provided federal funding to cities to cover the cost of acquiring areas of cities perceived to be "slums". Those sites were then given to private developers to construct new housing. The phrase used at the time was "urban redevelopment". "Urban renewal" was a phrase popularized with the passage of the Housing Act of 1954[image: External link], which made these projects more enticing to developers by, among other things, providing FHA-backed mortgages.

Under the powerful influence of multimillionaire R.K. Mellon[image: External link], Pittsburgh[image: External link] became the first major city to undertake a modern urban-renewal program[image: External link] in May 1950. Pittsburgh was infamous around the world as one of the dirtiest and most economically depressed cities, and seemed ripe for urban renewal. A large section of downtown at the heart of the city was demolished, converted to parks, office buildings, and a sports arena and renamed the Golden Triangle[image: External link] in what was universally recognized as a major success.[by whom?[image: External link]] Other neighborhoods were also subjected to urban renewal, but with mixed results. Some areas did improve, while other areas, such as East Liberty[image: External link] and the Hill District[image: External link], declined following ambitious projects that shifted traffic patterns, blocked streets to vehicular traffic, isolated or divided neighborhoods with highways, and removed large numbers of ethnic and minority residents.[12][13] An entire neighborhood was destroyed (to be replaced by the Civic Arena[image: External link]), displacing 8000 residents (most of whom were poor and black).[14]

Because of the ways in which it targeted the most disadvantaged sector of the American population, novelist James Baldwin[image: External link] famously dubbed Urban Renewal "Negro Removal" in the 1960s.[15][16]

The term "urban renewal" was not introduced in the USA until the Housing Act was again amended in 1954. That was also the year in which the U.S. Supreme Court upheld the general validity of urban redevelopment statutes in the landmark case, Berman v. Parker[image: External link].[17]

In 1956, the Federal-Aid Highway Act[image: External link] gave state and federal government complete control over new highways, and often they were routed directly through vibrant urban neighborhoods—isolating or destroying many—since the focus of the program was to bring traffic in and out of the central cores of cities as expeditiously as possible and nine out of every ten dollars spent came from the federal government. This resulted in a serious degradation of the tax bases[image: External link] of many cities, isolated entire neighborhoods,[18] and meant that existing commercial districts were bypassed by the majority of commuters[image: External link].[19] Segregation continued to increase as communities were displaced and many African Americans and Latinos[image: External link] were forced to move into public housing while some whites moved to the suburbs.[20]

In Boston, one of the country's oldest cities, almost a third of the old city was demolished—including the historic West End[image: External link]—to make way for a new highway, low- and moderate-income high-rises (which eventually became luxury housing), and new government and commercial buildings. This came to be seen as a tragedy by many residents and urban planners[image: External link], and one of the centerpieces of the redevelopment—Government Center[image: External link]—is still considered an example of the excesses of urban renewal.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Reaction




In 1961, Jane Jacobs[image: External link] published The Death and Life of Great American Cities[image: External link], one of the first—and strongest—critiques of contemporary large-scale urban renewal. However, it would still be a few years before organized movements began to oppose urban renewal. The Rondout neighborhood in Kingston, New York (on the Hudson River) was essentially destroyed by a federally funded urban renewal program in the 1960s, with more than 400 old buildings demolished, most of them historic brick structures built in the 19th century. Similarly ill-conceived urban renewal programs gutted the historic centers of other towns and cities across America in the 1950s and 1960s (for example the West End neighborhood in Boston, the downtown area of Norfolk, Virginia and the historic waterfront areas of the towns of Narragansett and Newport in Rhode Island).

By the 1970s many major cities developed opposition to the sweeping urban-renewal plans for their cities. In Boston, community activists halted construction of the proposed Southwest Expressway[image: External link] but only after a three-mile long stretch of land had been cleared. In San Francisco[image: External link], Joseph Alioto[image: External link] was the first mayor to publicly repudiate the policy of urban renewal, and with the backing of community groups, forced the state to end construction of highways through the heart of the city. Atlanta[image: External link] lost over 60,000 people between 1960 and 1970 because of urban renewal and expressway construction,[21] but a downtown building boom turned the city into the showcase of the New South[image: External link] in the 1970s and 1980s. In the early 1970s in Toronto[image: External link] Jacobs was heavily involved in a group which halted the construction of the Spadina Expressway[image: External link] and altered transport policy in that city.

Some of the policies around urban renewal began to change under President Lyndon Johnson[image: External link] and the War on Poverty[image: External link], and in 1968, the Housing and Urban Development Act and The New Communities Act of 1968 guaranteed private financing for private entrepreneurs to plan and develop new communities. Subsequently, the Housing and Community Development Act of 1974 established the Community Development Block Grant[image: External link] program (CDBG) which began in earnest the focus on redevelopment of existing neighborhoods and properties, rather than demolition of substandard housing and economically depressed areas.

Currently, a mix of renovation, selective demolition, commercial development, and tax incentives is most often used to revitalize urban neighborhoods. An example of an entire eradication of a community is Africville[image: External link] in Halifax[image: External link], Nova Scotia[image: External link]. Gentrification is still controversial, and often results in familiar patterns of poorer residents being priced out of urban areas into suburbs or more depressed areas of cities. Some programs, such as that administered by Fresh Ministries[image: External link] and Operation New Hope in Jacksonville, Florida[image: External link], Hill Community Development Corporation (Hill CDC) in Pittsburgh's historic Hill District attempt to develop communities, while at the same time combining highly favorable loan programs with financial literacy education so that poorer residents may still be able to afford their restored neighborhoods.

An example of urban renewal gone wrong in the United States is in downtown Niagara Falls, New York[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]] Most of the original downtown was demolished in the 1960s, and many replacement projects including the Rainbow Centre Factory Outlet[image: External link], Niagara Falls Convention and Civic Center[image: External link], the Native American Cultural Center, the Hooker Chemical (later the Occidental Petroleum[image: External link]) Headquarters building, the Wintergarden, the Fallsville Splash Park[image: External link], a large parking ramp, an enclosed pedestrian walkway, the Falls Street Faire & Falls Street Station entertainment complexes, sections of the Robert Moses State Parkway[image: External link], and the Mayor E. Dent Lackey Plaza closed within twenty to thirty years of their construction. Some demolished blocks were never replaced.

Ultimately, the former tourist district of the city along Falls Street was destroyed. It went against the principles of several urban philosophers, such as Jane Jacobs[image: External link], who claimed that mixed-use districts were needed (which the new downtown was not) and arteries needed to be kept open. Smaller buildings also should be built or kept. In Niagara Falls, however, the convention center blocked traffic into the city, located in the center of Falls Street (the main artery), and the Wintergarden also blocked traffic from the convention center to the Niagara Falls[image: External link]. The Rainbow Centre interrupted the street grid, taking up three blocks, and parking ramps isolated the city from the core, leading to the degradation of nearby neighborhoods. Tourists were forced to walk around the Rainbow Center, the Wintergarden, and the Quality Inn (all of which were adjacent), in total five blocks, discouraging small business in the city.
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 Singapore




Main article: Urban renewal in Singapore[image: External link]


The history of Singapore's urban renewal goes back to the time period surrounding the Second World War[image: External link]. Before the war, Singapore's housing environment had already been a problem. The tension of both infrastructure and housing conditions were worsened by the rapidly increasing number of the Singapore population in the 1930s. As a consequence of the war and the lack of economic development, between the 1940s to the 1950s, the previous evil of housing conditions continued to happen. As much as 240,000 squatters were placed in the Singapore during the 1950s. It was caused by the movement of migrants, especially from peninsular Malaysia[image: External link] and the baby boom.[22] In mid 1959, overcrowded slums[image: External link] were inhabited by a big number of squatter populations, whereas these areas lacked the existence of service facilities such as sanitation.[23]

Since the establishment of the Republic of Singapore[image: External link], urban renewal has been included in the part of the national improvement policy that was urgently put in action. Before that, the 1958 master plan had already been designed to solve the city problems. However, due to the lack of urban planning[image: External link] experts caused by the deficiency of professional staff, criticism came from many urban practitioners. The professional team recommended by the United Nations then was asked by the government to cope with the urban renewal matters and its redevelopment plan in 1961. Based on the UN assistance report, two pilot developments were initiated in the end of 1964 by the government. These redevelopments then led to the success of Singapore's urban renewal because the government could provide sufficient amount of public housing and business areas.[22]
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 Reaction




In the establishment of urban renewal programmes, some difficulties were experienced by the PAP government[image: External link]. The obstacles came from the resistance of people who used to live in the slums and squatters. It was reported by Singapore newspapers that those people were reluctant to be replaced. This became the major problems of 1960s redevelopment schemes.[24] Affordable land value also became one of its reasons. Another problem was that the government had to purchase the private land owned by the middle and upper society to make the land vacant and be used for redevelopment.[22]
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 Latin America




In Buenos Aires, Argentina, Puerto Madero[image: External link] is a known example of an urban renewal project. In the 1990s, the Argentine government decided to build a new residential and commercial district to replace city's old port and docks. More than 50 skyscrapers have been built in the last 20 years. Puerto Madero is now Buenos Aires' most expensive and exclusive neighborhood.[citation needed[image: External link]]

In Rio de Janeiro[image: External link], the Porto Maravilha[image: External link] ( pt[image: External link]) is a large-scale urban waterfront revitalization project, which covers a centrally located five million square meter area. The project aims to redevelop the port area, increasing the city center attractiveness as a whole and enhancing the city's competitiveness in the global economy[image: External link]. The urban renovation involves 700 km of public networks for water supply, sanitation, drainage, electricity, gas and telecom; 5 km of tunnels; 70 km of roads; 650 km² of sidewalks; 17 km of bike path; 15.000 trees; and 3 plants for sanitation treatment.
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 Around the world




The Josefov neighborhood, or Old Jewish Quarter[image: External link], in Prague was leveled and rebuilt in an effort at urban renewal between 1890 and 1913.

Other programs, such as that in Castleford[image: External link] in the United Kingdom and known as The Castleford Project[25] seek to establish a process of urban renewal which enables local citizens to have greater control and ownership of the direction of their community and the way in which it overcomes market failure. This supports important themes in urban renewal today, such as participation, sustainability[image: External link] and trust – and government acting as advocate and 'enabler', rather than an instrument of command and control.

During the 1990s the concept of culture[image: External link]-led regeneration gained ground. Examples most often cited as successes include Temple Bar[image: External link] in Dublin[image: External link] where tourism was attracted to a bohemian 'cultural quarter', Barcelona[image: External link] where the 1992 Olympics provided a catalyst for infrastructure improvements and the redevelopment of the water front area, and Bilbao[image: External link] where the building of a new art museum was the focus for a new business district around the city's derelict dock area. The approach has become very popular in the UK due to the availability of lottery funding for capital projects and the vibrancy of the cultural and creative sectors. However, the arrival of Tate Modern[image: External link] in the London[image: External link] borough of Southwark[image: External link] may be heralded as a catalyst to economic revival in its surrounding neighborhood.

In post-apartheid South Africa[image: External link] major grassroots social movements such as the Western Cape Anti-Eviction Campaign[image: External link] and Abahlali baseMjondolo[image: External link] emerged to contest 'urban renewal' programs that forcibly relocated the poor out of the cities.

The politics of urban renewal which frequently relies on the state's dominance in the discourse of removing the character and infrastructure of older city cores, with that which is required by existing market based constituents has to be examined further. Professor Kenneth Paul Tan of the National University of Singapore has this to say "Singapore’s self-image of having achieved success against all odds puts tremendous pressure on its government and people to maintain and exceed this success. The push for progress and development destroys many things in its path, often indiscriminately, sometimes unwittingly. To cope psychically with such losses, Singapore’s culture of comfort and affluence has been attained through the self-mastery of repressive techniques. Desiring economic progress, upward mobility, affluent and convenient lifestyles and a ‘world-class’ city."

"Singaporeans have had to repress the loss of their sense of place and community, family ties, passion and compassion, Asian customs and values, openness to the rest of the world and even the discipline, hard work and thrift associated with earlier capitalist–industrial attitudes. But no repressive efforts can be complete, consistent and fully successful, even in dominant hegemony. Therefore, the ‘now’ is always a complex and fractured world of disjunctive values, attitudes and ideals. The supernatural intrusions featured in these five films should tell us something about the impossibility of a coherent world of ideology and experience."[26]
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 Africa





	
Alexandra Renewal Project[image: External link], Johannesburg[image: External link], South Africa

	Chiawelo, Soweto[image: External link], Johannesburg, South Africa

	Maboneng, Johannesburg, South Africa

	
District Six, Cape Town[image: External link], South Africa

	
Joe Slovo[image: External link], Cape Town, South Africa (planned)

	
River City, Kinshasa, Democratic Republic of the Congo(U/C)

	
Luanda Bay, Luanda, Angola (U/C)

	
Lagos Marina, Lagos, Nigeria (u/c)

	
Malabo, Malabo, Equatorial Guinea (u/c)

	
Kigali, Kigali, Rwanda

	
Kigamboni, Dar Es Salaam, Tanzania(u/c)
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 Asia





	
Cheonggyecheon[image: External link], Seoul, South Korea

	
Ulus Historic City Center, Ulus[image: External link], Ankara, Turkey

	
Eskisehir[image: External link], Eskisehir Province, Turkey

	
Sentul[image: External link], Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia

	
Lee Tung Street[image: External link], Hong Kong

	
Girgaon[image: External link], Mumbai, India

	
Lower Parel[image: External link],Mumbai, India

	
Mahalaxmi[image: External link], Mumbai, India

	
Tardeo[image: External link], Mumbai Central, Mumbai, India

	
Wadala[image: External link], Mumbai, India

	
Byculla[image: External link], Mumbai, India

	
Mazgaon[image: External link], Mumbai, India

	
Reay Road[image: External link], Mumbai, India

	
Lalbaug[image: External link], Mumbai, India

	
Parel[image: External link], Mumbai, India

	
Naigaum[image: External link], Mumbai, India

	
Worli[image: External link], Mumbai, India

	
Prabhadevi[image: External link], Mumbai, India

	
Girangaon[image: External link], Mumbai, India

	
Pallikaranai[image: External link], Chennai, India

	
Ambattur[image: External link], Chennai, India

	
International Tech Park, Bangalore, India

	
Electronics City[image: External link], Bangalore, India

	
Devanahalli[image: External link], Bangalore,India

	
Salt Lake Area, Calcutta, India

	
Connaught Place[image: External link], Delhi, India
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