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“Philip’s aviation passion is conveyed in every brush stroke, the attention to detail, the atmosphere, the moment, his work has it all.”


James Tebbett
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Philip completing his oil painting ‘Heroic Endeavour’. The original is in the collection of Mr. James Tebbett.
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[image: illustration]


Churchill’s Maiden Voyage in Ascalon


[image: illustration]


Return of The Few


[image: illustration]


Home at Dusk


[image: illustration]


Home is the Hunter


[image: illustration]


Top Cover


[image: illustration]


Stirling Service


[image: illustration]


Attack on the Tirpitz


[image: illustration]


Tally Ho!


[image: illustration]


Spitfires over the Needles


[image: illustration]


Lancaster Legend


[image: illustration]


Supersonic Thoroughbred


[image: illustration]


Call to Duty


[image: illustration]


Inspired


[image: illustration]


British Bulldog


[image: illustration]


Canopus


[image: illustration]


Dambuster Heroes


[image: illustration]


D-Day Top Cover


[image: illustration]


Defiant on Patrol


[image: illustration]


Hurricane Force


[image: illustration]


Long Mission Ahead


[image: illustration]


Victor B2 Test


[image: illustration]


Target the Ruhr Dams


[image: illustration]


Winter of ‘43


[image: illustration]


Vigilance


[image: illustration]


Ops on! - Time to Go


[image: illustration]


Whirlwind Warrior


[image: illustration]


The Royal Air Force at 100
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We Salute You
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Heroic Endeavour
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Foreword by Squadron Leader Geoffrey Wellum DFC
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Squadron Leader Geoffrey Wellum DFC


It is said that memories fade with advancing years. To a certain extent I can vouch for the truth of that statement. Even the traumas of flying through the Battle of Britain were relegated to the back of my mind until, that is, I was introduced to the aviation art of Philip West. Philip was kind enough to depict my personal Spitfire in many of his truly superb paintings. Immediately memories and visions of those dramatic days of September 1940 were rekindled with a clarity that I did not consider possible. The accuracy, attention to detail and realism, together with the overall background of his paintings enables one to recall how one felt and how it actually was as an operational fighter pilot in those dramatic days in the nation’s history. It is certain that each picture was deeply researched before putting brush to canvas particularly in “Against all Odds - Battle of Britain” and “Spitfires – Malta Bound”. As a result, this wonderful collection of Philip West’s paintings helps to bring home to the British public the huge contributions made by the Royal Air Force in the second world war, and entitles him to stand shoulder to shoulder in the forefront and with the elite of aviation artists.


Squadron Leader Geoffrey Wellum DFC


Sqn Ldr Geoffrey Wellum, who was just 18 when he joined the RAF in August 1939 and was the youngest Spitfire pilot to fly in the Battle of Britain, died at his home in Cornwall on Wednesday July 18 aged 96. He served with 92 Squadron and his first missions included the “dogfights” above London and the Home Counties for which the battle became known. Sqn. Ldr. Wellum was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross and was later promoted to flight commander with 65 Squadron. He stayed on in the RAF until 1960 and went on to write a best-seller about his experiences in the war - his 2002 memoir First Light. Philip E West commented: “It is with profound sadness that we have to say goodbye to Squadron Leader Geoffrey ‘Boy’ Wellum DFC. A fighter pilot, hero and a true gentleman. I have extremely fond memories of meeting Geoff on many occasions. He always had that twinkle in his eyes, and there was something very special about the man. Blue skies.





Foreword by Wing Commander Tom Neil DFC and Bar AFC AE
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Wing Commander Tom Neil DFC and Bar AFC AE


I well remember Philip West’s painting of Hurricane V7313 which I flew from North Weald during part of the Battle of Britain in 1940. It was an excellent and nostalgic picture, beautifully executed, my only criticism being that the airman with the starter trolley was apparently hitching it up on the wrong side of the aircraft. We had a good laugh about that. I inherited that particular Hurricane on 3rd September 1940 and claimed it as my own, allowing no other pilot to get near it. Between 3rd September and 10th October, I flew it 61 times against the enemy and was credited with about 10 victories, always taking a few days leave whenever it went in for servicing. However, when I was away, it was quite simply wrongly given to a new French NCO pilot named Perrin, who on his first and only trip in it, was shot down over Kent by the famous Luftwaffe ace Werner Molders. A faithful reproduction of this aircraft is now the gate guardian at the present airfield at North Weald.


Wing Commander Tom Neil DFC


Tom “Ginger” Neil, one of the last Battle of Britain aces, also died in 2018 at the age of 97. Wing Commander Neil, who lived in Thwaite St Mary, near Bungay, flew more than 140 missions and shot down 14 enemy planes during the Second World War. He died peacefully on Wednesday July 11, a few days before his 98th birthday and a week before Sqn. Ldr. Geoffrey Wellum’s passing. Wg. Cdr. Neil flew Hurricanes and Spitfires during his service between 1938 and 1964. He served with 249 Squadron and was awarded the Distinguished Flying Cross and Bar and Air Force Cross for his service. Neil and Wellum are now survived by just five Battle of Britain aces at the time of publication.





Introduction


I consider myself extremely fortunate that my work represents something I love doing, portraying historic aviation events in paint. In many cases, this was born from a passion to record pieces of heroic enterprise or maybe an aeronautical milestone. Whatever it is, this passion comes from meeting many of my boyhood heroes. Men and women of character, bravery, charm and duty... The Aviators … and not forgetting the unsung ground crews who enabled them to fly.


I suppose it all started with doodles of aircraft, vehicles and people, on bits of paper and backs of school exercise books (I was told off many times) building plastic model planes, that kind of thing. My formative years were filled with long summer holidays playing football and cricket, visiting airshows and museums with my father, who had a particular interest in aviation and was an avid book reader (so, this book of my work would have made my Dad very proud). One occasion he even ‘splashed out’ on a flight for me in an Auster aircraft at Middle Wallop. An exhilarating experience for a young man of 11 years old, which fuelled my love of all things aviation. A priority on leaving school was to get a job to help with household bills. I had many different, fairly mundane jobs. I left home at 19 then a marriage in my 20s, a mortgage, two beautiful children, divorce. By the mid 1980s I was a bit lost in mediocrity, just living really. Then one day out of the blue I visited Yeovilton Naval Air Museum. (A great day out and thoroughly recommended). Anyway, I noticed lots of original aviation paintings on display by the Guild of Aviation Artists. Beautiful paintings in oil, acrylic, watercolour and many other mediums.
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