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In "Stops", Or How to Punctuate, Paul Allardyce explores the often-overlooked nuances of punctuation in the English language. Through a blend of humor, practical advice, and astute observations, Allardyce demystifies the art of punctuation for both seasoned writers and novices alike. The book adopts a conversational tone while incorporating literary precedents, providing context through historical and contemporary examples that highlight the critical role punctuation plays in shaping meaning and rhythm in writing. By dissecting common pitfalls and presenting practical solutions, Allardyce positions this work as both a reference and a guide, encouraging readers to re-evaluate their approach to punctuation. Paul Allardyce, an accomplished writer and linguist, has spent years observing the intricacies of language and its applications in writing. His passion for clarity and precision in communication has driven him to examine how punctuation affects the reading experience. Influenced by various literary and grammatical traditions, Allardyce's background features a rich tapestry of teaching and professional writing that informs his accessible yet thorough exploration of punctuation. "Stops" is an invaluable resource for anyone seeking to enhance their writing skills, whether they are students, educators, or seasoned authors. Allardyce's engaging style makes the subject matter relatable and enjoyable, transforming what is often considered a tedious topic into an enlightening experience. Readers will emerge with a newfound confidence in their punctuation abilities, ready to craft more compelling narratives.
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In "Polite Conversation in Three Dialogues," Jonathan Swift explores the intricacies of social discourse through a series of witty and satirical exchanges between his characters. The book employs a theatrical format, allowing Swift to dissect the norms of polite society in the early 18th century with a keen eye for humor and an adeptness at irony. The dialogues reflect the era's emerging interest in civility, as they dissect the artificiality of polite conversation while simultaneously revealing the absurdities of social expectations, effectively critiquing the pretenses of contemporary discourse. Jonathan Swift, a notable figure of the Enlightenment and a master satirist, was deeply engaged with the societal issues of his time. His background as a clergyman, coupled with his critical stance on human behavior, informed his artistic purpose in writing this work. Swift'Äôs own experiences of navigating the delicate structures of social interaction, alongside his broader critiques of politics and human nature, culminated in this exploration of conversation as both an art form and a tool of societal compliance. Readers seeking a nuanced understanding of early modern social dynamics, as well as those interested in Swift's sharp wit and perceptive commentary on human nature, will find "Polite Conversation" engrossing and enlightening. This book is a compelling invitation to reflect upon the often absurd rituals of communication, making it a timeless piece relevant across eras.
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In 'Parts of Speech,' Brander Matthews masterfully navigates the intricacies of the English language, dissecting its fundamental elements with both precision and flair. The work is characterized by its engaging prose and analytical rigor, blending scholarly critique with accessible explanation. Matthews explores the nuances of grammar, punctuation, and syntax through a series of meticulously crafted essays that reflect the author's deep understanding of linguistic structure, placing the work within the broader context of late 19th-century American literature, where a growing interest in pedagogy and linguistic clarity resonated with contemporaneous literary discussions. Brander Matthews, often considered one of the first American literary critics, had a rich background in theater and literature, which undoubtedly influenced his approach to language and its artistic expression. His diverse experiences'Äîas a playwright, critic, and educator'Äîafforded Matthews a unique perspective on the utility and artistry of the English language. This book serves not merely as an academic resource but also as a testament to Matthews' belief in the essential role of language in culture and communication. For scholars, writers, and anyone passionate about mastering English, 'Parts of Speech' is an invaluable resource. Matthews'Äô insightful analyses and clear illustrations guide readers through the labyrinth of language, making it an essential companion for anyone looking to deepen their understanding of English grammar and elevate their writing prowess.
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In "Rhyme? And Reason?", Lewis Carroll crafts a whimsical exploration of language and logic, intertwining playful verse with philosophical inquiry. This collection showcases Carroll's masterful use of nonsensical wordplay, witty puns, and intricate rhyme schemes, exemplifying the Victorian fascination with the absurd juxtaposed with a keen interest in logic and mathematics. Each poem invites readers into a world where meaning ebbs and flows like a tide, challenging the rigid structures of conventional poetry while deftly reflecting the era's literary experimentation. Lewis Carroll, the pen name of Charles Lutwidge Dodgson, was not only a renowned author but also a mathematician and logician whose reflections on the nature of absurdity and reason enriched his literary work. His experiences in the realms of academia and children'Äôs literature profoundly influenced his unique perspective, which melds playful imagination with intellectual inquiry. This duality invites readers to reconsider the boundaries of meaning, language, and play, mirroring Carroll's own quest for balance between the serious and the nonsensical. Readers keen on delving into the interplay of language and thought, or those who appreciate a clever twist on traditional forms, will find "Rhyme? And Reason?" an enlightening and entertaining journey. Carroll'Äôs distinctive voice will resonate with anyone intrigued by the power of words to both convey meaning and elude it, making this book a timeless gem in the canon of children'Äôs and literary nonsense.
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In "A Journalist's Note-Book," Frank Frankfort Moore presents a compelling exploration of the journalist's craft through a series of insightful reflections and anecdotes drawn from his own experiences in the field. Written in a conversational yet erudite style, Moore's work captures the essence of early 20th-century journalism, highlighting its challenges and triumphs amid a rapidly changing social landscape. This collection of notes acts as both a memoir and a commentary on the ethical dilemmas faced by journalists, providing readers with a rich tapestry of narratives that illuminate the nature of truth, integrity, and the quest for knowledge in an era rife with sensationalism. Frank Frankfort Moore was a prominent figure in the world of literature and journalism, known for his sharp wit and keen observational skills. His diverse experiences, encompassing both fiction and non-fiction writing, shaped his understanding of the journalist's role in society. Moore's immersion in various cultural and political contexts allowed him to cultivate a distinctive voice that resonates throughout this book, reflecting the complexities and nuances of reporting during his time. Readers interested in the interplay of journalism and literature will find "A Journalist's Note-Book" to be both enlightening and engaging. This work not only serves as a historical document but also imparts timeless lessons on the ethical responsibilities of journalists. Moore's insightful observations encourage a deeper reflection on the importance of truthfulness and accountability in the pursuit of storytelling, making this book a must-read for aspiring journalists and literary enthusiasts alike.
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Damas. * * * The Prince of Como does not

understand his own language.

Melnotte. Not as you pronounce it: Who the

deuce could?







It may be regarded as one of the commendable peculiarities of the English language that, despite provincialisms, vulgarisms, neglected education, foreign accent, and the various corrupting influences to which it is subjected, it may be understood wherever it is heard, whatever differences of distance or associations may have existed between the speaker and the listener, both claiming familiarity with it. Considering these influences and the arbitrariness of the orthoepical rules of the language, there has been expressed surprise that frequent degenerations into uncouth dialects or patois have not occurred. A decent regard for the common weal should cause gratification that such degenerations have not taken place, for were it not for the ability of our tongue to preserve its individuality against the tendency toward corruption, we might reasonably fear such a Babel-like confusion, that, when asked, "Do you  speak English?" one might appropriately, sans the profanity, reply in the language of the text, "Not as you pronounce it: Who the deuce could?" While the majority of people place no other value upon language than that of convenience, and are indifferent to any corruption, so long as they can simply understand and be understood, there is happily a better class, the æsthetic cultivation of which is such that those who belong to it are anxious to preserve the purity of our vernacular and are ashamed of all errors of speech in their daily conversations. For such it will not be uninteresting to look over a number of errors, principally of pronunciation, that are not formally laid down as such in books, and which people, even many of the best educated, are constantly committing, just because they have never had their attention called to them. These errors are becoming more deeply rooted every day and if not soon eradicated, it will not be many years before our orthoepic standard will be overthrown as it was in England some years ago.

Smart, one of the most celebrated of English orthoepists, in the preface of his dictionary says: "The proprietors of Walker's dictionary, finding it would slide entirely out of use unless it were adapted to the present day, engaged me as a teacher of elocution, known in London since Walker's time, to make the necessary changes." A standard pronouncing dictionary is a work that involves an extraordinary  amount of labor and research in its compilation, and exerts an influence almost autocratical. The possibility of its becoming worthless in a short time is strange, especially when it is not on account of any work claiming superiority, but merely because error long persisted in finally becomes more authoritative than the original exemplar. With little effort, however, we can discern the causes. Persons are apt to acquire the pronunciation and use of the greater number of words by imitation, rather than by study. With confidence in the knowledge of the parent, teacher, minister, physician and others, their examples are followed without ever considering that they are often very fallible guides.

A complete dictionary is an immense volume, and to turn over its pages with even a casual observation of each word, requires an amount of time that few would feel like devoting to it; and yet this is the only way in which a person can become assured of the sanctioned pronunciation and meaning of a great many words. If they would make it an invariable rule to make memoranda of all the words they read or hear spoken, about the orthoepy and import of which they are not absolutely certain, and at their first leisure opportunity would consult their chosen authority, it would not be long before the majority of errors would be corrected; but this requires memory, inclination, time, continuity of purpose, possession of dictionaries or access to them—circumstances  that are seldom found combined. It will doubtless be useless to rehearse any of the arguments commonly employed to prove the necessity of having some sovereign standard, to the guidance of which we must be willing to submit. Those for whom this work is intended will be willing to admit that. Nor is it necessary to assert that as far as the English speakers of the United States are interested, the only works that lay claim to such a position are the dictionaries of Webster and Worcester. If the right of the opinions of the majority of scholars throughout the land were alone considered, the former would certainly be entitled to the preference; but the work of the latter is too full of merit and has too many adherents in the ranks of the educated to permit any one to say that it is not worthy of high esteem.
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