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Africa is a huge continent. It has 54 countries in it and covers 12 million square miles (30 million square kilometers).




Welcome to Africa! Within its rainforests, deserts, and grasslands are animals of every kind imaginable. Let’s get started meeting some of them!


Zebras are covered in black and white stripes that help hide them from the animals that hunt them. When they are in a big group—called a dazzle—the stripes help them blend in. No two zebras have the same stripe pattern.







ZEBRA


Height: 4½ feet (1.4 meters), at the shoulder


Weight: 990 pounds (449 kilograms)


Habitat: savannas and grasslands of southern and eastern Africa


Diet: grasses and leaves
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Africa has vast deserts like the Kalahari (ka-la-HAR-ee) and the Sahara (sah-HAYR-ah). This is where dromedary (DRAHmeh-dehr-ee) camels live. Their thick brown coat reflects sunlight, which helps them stay cool. Their humps hold fat that helps them walk a long time without eating or drinking.







DROMEDARY CAMEL


Height: 8 feet (2.4 meters), at the shoulder


Weight: 1,520 pounds (689 kilograms)


Habitat: deserts of northern Africa


Diet: grasses, shrubs, and grains
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Lions live in family groups called prides. These big cats love to sleep as much as 20 hours a day. The female lion will hunt for food while the male lion will protect the pride.


Lions use their roar to talk to other lions, especially over long distances. A lion’s roar can be heard up to 3 miles (4.8 kilometers) away.







LION


Length: 10 feet (3 meters), including tail
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