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INTRODUCTION



My hope for this anthology was to showcase poems that pointed to the uncanniness of our present time, giving traditional gothic tropes a compelling, contemporary flavour. I not only wanted the poems to hold up a mirror to our post-postmodern age, but also to challenge the norms and unwritten rules of it.


I chose these poems because each one left its own dark imprint on me after reading. I asked for daring poems that challenged patriarchal ideals and the current social order, and my hopes materialised before my eyes in the form of this anthology – ta-da!


I have selected poems where culturally silenced emotions, impulses, and ideas are presented through supernatural and gorgeously strange imagery; where the idea of a unified self is repeatedly challenged, allowing the imperfections of humanity to shine out, glorious and unashamed. I chose complex poems that showed how seemingly polar oppositions are in actuality infected by each other, dissolving the rigidity of fixed identities, relationships, timelines, and ways of thinking.


I hope that the reader, like me, is haunted by this collection in the most delicious way.


NISHA BHAKOO


Berlin


September 2019
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CATHLEEN ALLYN CONWAY



Urbane Gothic



Impossible city, preposterous city.
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