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Welcome to North America! This continent stretches from the snowy arctic in the north to the tropical rainforests of the south. In between there are mountains, deserts, grasslands, and swamps. North America includes the United States, Canada, and Mexico as well as parts of Central America and the Caribbean (kare-ah-BEE-an).










GILA MONSTER


Length: 2 feet (61 centimeters), including tail


Weight: 5 pounds (2.2 kilograms)


Habitat: deserts of southwest US and Mexico


Diet: rodents, birds, reptiles, and eggs
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The Gila (HEE-lah) monster is the biggest lizard in the North American desert. A desert is dry and home to many plants and animals. Gila monsters are venomous. They have a black body with yellow, orange, or pink patterns.


Jackrabbits also live in the desert. Heat leaves their bodies through their big ears, keeping them cool. Jackrabbits sprint up to 40 miles (64 kilometers) per hour.







JACKRABBIT


Length: 2 feet (61 centimeters)


Weight: 6 pounds (2.7 kilograms)


Habitat: scrublands of US and Mexico


Diet: grasses and leaves










PRAIRIE DOG


Length: 18 inches (46 centimeters), including tail


Weight: 3 pounds (1.4 kilograms)


Habitat: grasslands of central US


Diet: grasses and insects
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Just northeast of the American desert are the Great Plains. Many kinds of animals live here. Prairie (PRAYR-ee) dogs burrow under the soil to create elaborate burrows. Close family groups share these tunnels, which are called dog towns. Prairie dogs get their name because they bark.










COUGAR


Length: 8 feet (2.4 meters), including tail


Weight: 160 pounds (73 kilograms)


Habitat: mountains, forests, deserts, and swamps of western North America
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