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INTRODUCTION


The origins of this book may be traced to the inaugural meeting of the Scottish Baronial Research Group held under the auspices of Dr Grant Simpson in the Clerk Register’s Room, HM General Register House, Edinburgh, on 9 March 1969. At that time a small body of established scholars and young research students, then representing the Universities of Cambridge, Edinburgh, Glasgow, Newcastle upon Tyne, Oxford and St Andrews, were brought together by a common interest in the nobility of medieval Scotland and by a desire to pool knowledge through the reading of discussion papers or more informal exchanges. It was felt that the men and families whose territorial power and local leadership made them a cardinal force in medieval Scottish society had been very much neglected by other historians. Most of all, the nobles appeared to have suffered as, to borrow the words of K.B. McFarlane, ‘the victims of a strong prejudice in favour of the Crown’.1 Thus there was an unwillingness to discuss individual barons save from the viewpoint of the king, and there was a marked tendency to malign the nobility for a chronic turbulence and a natural antagonism towards the monarchy. The Group was founded partly in reaction to these trends, in the belief that studies of the nobility from within its own milieu would contribute usefully to a fuller understanding of Scotland’s medieval past. It has continued to meet on a yearly basis, and new members have occasionally been added to the existing nucleus. Nevertheless, the present-day followers of the Scottish baronage scarcely form a large company. In 1985, as in 1969, the fact is that despite its seminal importance the medieval Scottish nobility has yet to attract the same degree of attention by historians as its counterpart in England. What has changed in the intervening years is that scholars have increasingly begun to grapple with the problems, to suggest possible answers, and to identify lines of fruitful further inquiry. It is therefore timely that this volume should appear, to indicate what has been done and also to point to what can and should be done.


Thirteen essays by eleven different authors have been selected to illuminate the nobility’s main activities, preoccupations and aspirations. There are certain obvious relationships between chapters. These concern, among other issues, the strong influence of Anglo-Norman England upon earlier medieval Scotland, patterns of land accumulation by the aristocracy, noble residences, the legal and administrative aspects of baronial lordship, clientage networks, and dealings between the magnates and the Church. Several essays drive home the importance of recognising that, prior to the wars of independence, the nobility in Scotland was closely bound by ties of kinship and property with the nobility in England; and others serve to emphasise the inherent worthlessness of any interpretation which subscribes to, in Sir Frank Stenton’s phrase, ‘the myth of a perpetual opposition between the baronage and the Crown’.2 But the principal purpose of this book lies not so much in the interconnected discussion of historical themes, which given the current state of knowledge would without doubt be premature, as in the illustration of the main possibilities, and limitations, of the available sources: most notably, charters, chronicles, genealogical material, and the archaeological heritage. Each chapter is thus a study in its own right, designed to show how much can be gleaned through detailed analysis of, say, an individual magnate or a particular noble family, or through adventurous inquiry on a broader scale. The one approach is, of course, indispensable to the other. Taken together, they bring us closer towards a true ‘History’ of the nobility of medieval Scotland, a work to which members of the Baronial Research Group wish to contribute in their future researches and, if opportunity allows, through a further collaborative venture.


A number of the following chapters began life in the form of articles in journals, and one chapter was originally published in a book which is now out of print. All these contributions have been revised for publication here, and in most cases the modifications are substantial, not least because authors have been able to take advantage of a less restricted format in order to introduce fresh evidence and elaborate their arguments. We are extremely grateful for the alacrity with which the editors and publishers concerned have given the necessary permission to reprint material, and we thank them for it. Chapter 1 first appeared in Château Gaillard: études de castellologie médiévale, v (1972); Chapter 2 in Northern Scotland, ii (1974–7); Chapter 6 in The Scottish Historical Review, lvii (1978); Chapter 9 in Prospect (quarterly newspaper of the Royal Incorporation of Architects in Scotland), xiv (1982); Chapter 12 in The Innes Review, xxiii (1972); and Chapter 13 in The Scottish Nation, ed. G. Menzies (BBC Publications, 1972). In Chapter 3, free use is made of two previously published articles: ‘Dryburgh abbey and Bozeat, Northants: a sidelight on early Anglo-Scottish estate management’, The Innes Review, xxiv (1973), and ‘The early lords of Lauderdale and St Andrew’s priory at Northampton’, History of the Berwickshire Naturalists’ Club, xl (1974). Likewise, the joint authors of Chapter 8, which results from their independent researches, wish it to be known that material has been drawn from the article ‘James the Stewart of Scotland’, which one of them published in The Stewarts, xii, no. 2 (1965).


It is, finally, a most pleasant duty to express our collective thanks to John Tuckwell of John Donald Publishers Ltd, who has taken an enthusiastic interest in this project from the beginning and has helped to speed its conclusion.


Keith Stringer, 1985





 


1. K.B. McFarlane, The Nobility of Later Medieval England (Oxford, 1973), p.3.


2. F.M. Stenton, ‘The changing feudalism of the Middle Ages’, reprinted in Preparatory to Anglo-Saxon England: Being the Collected Papers of Frank Merry Stenton, ed. D.M. Stenton (Oxford, 1970), p. 206.
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CHARTER EVIDENCE AND THE DISTRIBUTION OF MOTTES IN SCOTLAND


Grant G. Simpson and Bruce Webster


Our intention in this essay is to bring together evidence mainly from twelfth- and thirteenth-century Scottish charters and the archaeological evidence for the distribution of mottes in Scotland, and to discuss some of the implications which follow from this.


Until the twelfth century Scotland was on the fringes of European civilisation and there was hardly any trace of the type of central government which already existed, for instance, in England or Germany. There were kings of the Scots; but their authority was more akin to the sway of a ‘high king’ over a series of tribes. In the later eleventh and the twelfth centuries, however, a line of kings who had very close connexions with England, especially David I (1124–53), began to establish centralised authority of a more developed kind.1 The way in which they did this was very much determined by geography. Scotland is divided by mountains into a series of coastal regions and river valleys; and the direct power of the kings was for long limited to the east-central and south-eastern regions, to Angus, Fife, Lothian and the Tweed valley. They managed during the twelfth century to extend their direct authority to the north of the ridge of mountains called the Mounth into the lands along the Moray Firth; but in the centre and in the south-west, from Atholl down to Annandale, Nithsdale and Galloway, they had to rely on various forms of more or less indirect rule. Across the Great Glen, the highlands and islands of the western seaboard remained remote from them. Royal authority just extended into Ross and there were occasional expeditions further north, but most of the far west was Celtic in culture and at this period was under the authority, direct or indirect, of the kings of Norway. There are some early castles in this western seaboard region, but they are a separate and interesting problem.2 There are hardly any mottes in the area and we have therefore not considered it in this chapter.


In the twelfth century the kings were trying to bring the government of Scotland into line with what was then normal practice in more developed states; but Scotland was a small country, and in scale at least the closest parallels for her institutions are to be found not in the large states of England, France or Germany, but in some of the great fiefs of France, such as Normandy or Flanders. In this process the monarchs from David I onwards encouraged the settlement of barons from England and even some directly from France and Flanders.3 Most of these settlers were established in small fiefs of one knight’s feu or thereabouts, but in the areas which the king could not rule directly some great feudal estates were created. The best-known early ones are those of the Stewarts in Renfrewshire and Ayrshire, the Morvilles in Lauderdale and the Bruces in Annandale. Thus feudal land tenure was introduced; and at the same period other institutions appear: a structure of local government based on royal officials called sheriffs, the burgh as a legal concept, and a reformed ecclesiastical system which involved territorial bishoprics and regular monastic houses. Features such as feudal holdings, burghs and monasteries can be easily plotted on maps (Figs. 1–3), and these maps reveal the geographical pattern of such developments.4 As one might expect, they are concentrated particularly in the areas where royal control was at its greatest.


So far we have said nothing of the castle; and the main problem we want to discuss is how the castle fits into these processes. In Normandy, Flanders and England the castle was at the very centre of feudalisation and the development of governmental organisation. Where does it come in Scotland? It was certainly an alien import introduced by the same foreign settlers who were involved in every other aspect of the twelfth-century revolution.5 It has long been known that in addition to surviving stone castles Scotland has a good collection of mottes. Until 1972 the only published distribution map of these was that based on the pioneer researches made over eighty years ago by Dr David Christison.6 His distribution was almost entirely concentrated in the south-west and was nearly blank for the rest of the country. But many mottes have been identified since 1898, and around 250 are now known: the more certain of these are shown in Fig. 4, and a provisional list appears in Appendix I, below.7 This distribution shows a fair spread of mottes in Fife, Angus, the north-east and Moray, though there are hardly any in Lothian; but the thickest concentrations are still in Menteith, the Clyde valley and above all in Ayrshire and the lands bordering on the Solway Firth. The whole distribution is still heavy in the south-west.


This distribution is obviously different from that of the other phenomena which we have plotted; it is also very different from that of castles recorded either in charters or in chronicles. To plot the latter distribution effectively, it has been necessary to include references down to the end of the reign of Alexander II in 1249. The mention of castles in the sources is very much a matter of chance, and only by going to 1249 can one reveal a number of castles which certainly existed many decades before they are referred to in writing. The distribution of castles is shown at Fig. 5 and they are listed in Appendix II. If we compare the two maps (Figs. 4 and 5) the contrast is obvious, but in a sense it is also unreal. The distribution of documentary references, like the other documentary distributions which it resembles, reflects very closely the spread of the available documents. Most of the evidence is in the form of written titles to land, and the use of such titles is itself part of the twelfth-century revolution in government. This map is plotting on the whole not so much the distribution of castles per se as the castles which occurred within the area of a more developed centralised government.


There is however obviously a special problem in Lothian. There are documentary records of castles at Edinburgh, Eldbotle and Dirleton,8 and a few more occur not long after 1249; but there is only one reasonably certain motte in the area, at Castle Hill, North Berwick. At Dirleton there still exists a fine thirteenth-century castle, but the documents also refer to a vetus castellum cum fossis suis at Eldbotle, which is a site near the coast just over one mile to the north-west of Dirleton.9 No motte can now be positively identified at Eldbotle, but it would clearly be worth looking for one by means of excavation or aerial photography. Lothian was a relatively rich and developed region, and it is possible that mottes did exist but were superseded fairly quickly by more up-to-date structures and have therefore been lost sight of.
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Fig. 1. Distribution of feudal holdings recorded by 1214.
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Fig. 2. Distribution of burghs recorded by 1214.
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Fig. 3. Distribution of monastic foundations of all kinds recorded by 1214.


If the two maps are considered together, it is clear that castles are common in the regions of firm royal control: there they may be a part of the general revolution we have described. But they are even more common elsewhere. The motte is a symbol of alien authority, and these maps show how that authority extended far beyond the areas of direct royal control and also beyond the area for which written documents survive to give us a reasonable outline of what was happening. The mottes on the ground can reveal a story about which the documents may be silent. Mottes are common in Ayrshire, Annandale and Nithsdale, which were all areas where the crown depended for much of its authority on feudal control exercised by a great magnate; and mottes are also very common in Galloway, which until well into the thirteenth century was notably independent and even rebellious.
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Fig. 4. Distribution of mottes in Scotland.





[image: Illustration]


Fig. 5. Distribution of castles recorded by 1249.


This wide distribution of mottes raises the question of exactly how the castle fits into these various patterns of rule, varying from direct royal control to very considerable independence. To consider this, it will be best to limit the discussion to three areas, each of which illustrates a different situation.


The first is the Tweed valley (Fig. 6), where royal authority was firm and castles fit into a structure of royal administration. There were sheriffs, each with a castle, at Berwick, Roxburgh, Selkirk and Peebles, and a royal castle also at Jedburgh. The situation is very like that in Flanders in the mid-eleventh century, where the count ruled through a number of castellans;10 and it is significant that all these castles have burghs attached to them. Roxburgh has a large empty and unexcavated burgh site; the others are modern towns. At Peebles the castle site is at the confluence of two rivers, and the main street of the town leads directly to the castle: a pattern which may suggest that the town was directly dependent on the castle. At Selkirk the castle site is on the fringe of the burgh, and this might imply that the castle was a later addition. Similarly, at Hawick, which was a private castle, the well-preserved motte is on the outskirts of the town.11 All these castles were more than just individual structures. Royal or private, they were regional centres, the keys to the administration of their areas, and they were placed at the vital points where also the centres of population developed. There are a few other castles in the region: one at Lauder was the centre of the important Morville fief, and a motte at Riddell was probably the centre of a minor but early fief, which was held about 1150 by Walter of Ryedale (Riddell).12 But above all this was an area of administrative castles.
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Fig. 6. The Tweed valley.


Our second area, in the south-west, consists of Annandale and Nithsdale (see Fig. 7). Here we still find castles which act as regional centres, but there are far more which are the centre of a single fief or holding. Annandale was a great fief belonging to an Anglo-Norman family, the Bruces. Its first caput was at Annan, where there is not only the castle but also a town situated at a point suitable for crossing the River Annan. The castle is at the edge of the town, directly outside the boundary wall of the burgh tenements. Later the centre of the fief moved to Lochmaben, about twelve miles away, where there was first a motte and then, close to it, an important stone castle erected in the later thirteenth century.13 But the chief town remained at Annan and only a village existed at Lochmaben. The other mottes of Annandale represent the feudal holdings of the fief and are connected either with demesne lands, such as Moffat, or with sub-tenancies.14 In Nithsdale there was a royal castle, sheriff and burgh at Dumfries.15 The rest of Nithsdale was divided into a number of small fiefs, and the fairly thick scatter of mottes fits in with this tenurial structure. In contrast, therefore, to the administrative castles of Tweeddale, the majority of the castles of Annandale and Nithsdale belonged to individual barons of the second rank.
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Fig. 7. South-west Scotland.


Galloway, on the other hand, our third area (see again Fig. 7), was an almost independent principality, ruled by its own lords. Down to 1161 its lord was Fergus, who is often called princeps and even rex of Galloway. The kings of Scotland seem to have encouraged in this area the infiltration of alien Anglo-Norman settlers, many of them from Cumberland in England, directly across the Solway Firth. 16 Between 1161 and 1185 Galloway was divided between two sons of Fergus, and in that period there appear in the few charters which exist for the area occasional references to outsiders. Borgue was held by an important family, the Morvilles, who had ties with English Cumbria but also held extensive fiefs elsewhere in Scotland; and at Boreland of Borgue there is one of the most striking mottes in the area.17 The lands of Urr belonged to another Anglo-Norman, Walter de Berkeley, who was chamberlain of the king of Scotland from about 1171 to about 1190; and at Urr there is a large motte with a bailey.18 At about the same time foreigners are also recorded at two other sites, Anwoth and New Abbey, and both have mottes.19


The chances are that a fair number of the mottes in Galloway represent similar settlement. There was a revolt in Galloway in 1174, and an English chronicler records that the Galwegians ‘at once expelled from Galloway all the bailiffs and guards whom the king of Scotland had set over them (omnes ballivos et custodes quos rex Scotiae eis imposuerat) and all the English whom they could seize they slew; and all the defences and castles (munitiones et castella) which the king of Scotland had established in their land they besieged, captured and destroyed, and slew all whom they took within them’.20 Clearly there were more foreigners in Galloway than the four families recorded in the charters, and it was perhaps at this time, to take two examples at random, that mottes such as the small one at Skaith and the larger one at Druchtag were built.21


In 1185 there was another upheaval in which one of the native line of lords of Galloway, Roland, a grandson of Fergus, seized the whole inheritance. It is recorded that he slew the most powerful men in Galloway and occupied their lands, ‘and in them he built castles and very many fortresses’ (castella et munitiones quamplures).22 Some mottes must therefore belong to that period; and it is worth noting that according to this statement mottes were being erected by Galwegians themselves. In the thirteenth century the native line of lords ended in three heiresses, who were married to three powerful Anglo-Norman barons: a further move in the attempt to establish royal authority in the area. One of these, John de Balliol, acquired Buittle, where there are remains of an important castle.23 Another, Roger de Quincy, earl of Winchester and Constable of Scotland, got Cruggleton, which may originally have been the site of a fort of the lords of Galloway. It is dramatically situated on a clifftop in a position unlikely to have appealed to a motte-builder. At some stage before 1292 a stone castle was built there which was still standing in the sixteenth century, although only a single arch now survives.24 Sometime during the thirteenth century royal castles were erected at Kirkcudbright and Wigtown;25 and it may be that by the later thirteenth century Galloway was entering a new castle-building phase and mottes were becoming a thing of the past. But that is little more than conjecture.


There is, therefore, an ample context for the Galloway mottes. Only one of them, Mote of Urr, has been seriously excavated in modern times. Unfortunately no more than an interim report has ever been published, but excavation did establish that the motte was built earlier than the thirteenth century, which is what we would expect.26 The mottes at Borgue, Anwoth and New Abbey also have a documentary context and they should be next for excavation. For the history of the south-west of Scotland in the early Middle Ages, nothing could add so much to our understanding as a thorough programme for selective excavation of mottes in the area. But very little has yet been done, and our present aim is merely to indicate from the historical side the context into which they fit.


We have tried to show here the kind of conclusions that may emerge from the bringing together of documentary and archaeological evidence on the problems of our early castles. There are certainly many problems left. Are there really no more mottes in Lothian? If so, is there any better explanation than the one we have put forward? We have not tried to analyse the mottes into different types, and it might be that something would emerge if mottes with baileys were plotted in comparison with mottes without baileys. We have not discussed the dating of the mottes. We have tended to assume that they belong to the twelfth and perhaps also the thirteenth centuries, which seems to be the implication of the documentary evidence. But any adequate discussion of dating must wait for much more excavation. All we have tried to do is to provide a historical background against which that and other questions can in future be discussed.


NOTES


This study was first published in 1972. It seems to us that a major reappraisal of the issues is not yet appropriate, and we have therefore made only minimal changes for this reprint. A few phrases in the text have been altered to improve clarity, and up-to-date references have been inserted in the notes. Three short general surveys of the topic have appeared since 1972: Duncan, Scotland, pp. 433–43; G. Stell, ‘Mottes’, in Historical Atlas of Scotland, ed. P. McNeill and R. Nicholson (St Andrews, 1975), pp. 28–9; and E.J. Talbot’s article cited below, p. 13, n. 1. Two local surveys are C.J. Tabraham, ‘Norman settlement in upper Clydesdale: recent archaeological fieldwork’, TDGAS, 3rd ser., liii (1978), pp. 114–28, and idem, ‘Norman settlement in Galloway: recent fieldwork in the Stewartry’, in Studies in Scottish Antiquity, ed. D.J. Breeze (Edinburgh, 1984), pp. 87–124. The following excavation reports are also relevant: G. Ewart, ‘Excavations at Cruggleton Castle, 1978–81’, TDGAS (forthcoming); G. Haggarty and C.J. Tabraham, ‘Excavation of a motte near Roberton, Clydesdale, 1979’, ibid., 3rd ser., lvii (1982), pp. 51–64; H. Murray and G. Ewart, ‘Two early medieval timber buildings from Castle Hill, Peebles’, PSAS, cx (1978–80), pp. 519–27; M.E.C. Stewart and C.J. Tabraham, ‘Excavations at Barton Hill, Kinnaird, Perthshire’, Scottish Archaeol. Forum, vi (1974), pp. 58–65; and P.A. Yeoman, ‘Excavations at Castlehill of Strachan, 1980–1’, PSAS (forthcoming).
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APPENDIX I


PROVISIONAL LIST OF MOTTES IN SCOTLAND



Geoffrey Stell


This census of mottes in Scotland is based principally on field identifications made by the former Archaeology Division of the Ordnance Survey and by the Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland. These have been supplemented by information from other sources, and this revision has benefited especially from the work of Eric Talbot of the University of Glasgow.1 Most of the sites noted under the counties of Berwickshire, Dumfriesshire, East Lothian, Fife, Kirkcudbright, Peeblesshire, Roxburghshire, Selkirkshire, Stirlingshire and Wigtownshire have already been published in the relevant RCAHMS Inventories.2 The lists for the three south-western counties were revised, however, and other identifications were made, particularly in Ayrshire and Lanarkshire, during marginal land surveys of field monuments in 1951–5 and 1956–8.3 In addition, since the first publication of this list in 1972, mottes and other types of medieval earthwork have been included in the classified lists of field monuments published in the RCAHMS Archaeological Sites and Monuments Series, No. 1 (1978)—. I am much indebted to Peter Corser for extracting and arranging all the available information that has come to light as a result of this work. Most of the other material is contained on the Ordnance Survey Archaeology Division’s unpublished record cards.


The aim of the census is simply to supply a provisional list of sites as a basis for further observations and research. Doubtful cases are indicated wherever possible, but many of the identifications are of course subject to confirmation and correction. No attempt has been made to distinguish between different motte-structures or to identify other types of defensive constructions, except for the ringworks noted mainly by Mr Talbot.


The term ‘motte’ has been mostly omitted from the titles, but the name of the parish has been included if required for an unambiguous identification. The sites are arranged by six-figure grid references within an alphabetical order of counties, and it has proved more convenient to maintain the arrangement of the pre-1975 counties in this revision. Uncertain identifications are indicated by a four-figure grid reference or are simply marked ‘unidentified’.






	

 




	

ABERDEENSHIRE




	

 









	

1




	

Doune of Invernochty




	

NJ 352129









	

2




	

Parks of Coldstone (site)




	

NJ 434054









	

3




	

Peel of Fichlie




	

NJ 459139









	

4




	

Lesmoir Castle




	

NJ 471281









	

5




	

Kildrummy




	

NJ 471169









	

6




	

Auchindoir




	

NJ 475245









	

7




	

Cumins Craig




	

NJ 478245









	

8




	

‘Castlehill’, Auchindoir and Kearn parish (doubtful)




	

NJ 513282









	

9




	

Castlehill, Druminnor




	

NJ 515287









	

10




	

Huntly Castle




	

NJ 532407









	

11




	

‘Roundabout’, Alford parish




	

NJ 555163









	

12




	

Peel of Lumphanan




	

NJ 577037









	

13




	

Moathead, Auchterless parish (possible)




	

NJ 715417









	

14




	

Earthwork, Chapel of Garioch parish




	

NJ 724262









	

15




	

Bass of Inverurie




	

NJ 782206









	

16




	

Castle Hill, Kintore (probable)




	

NJ 794163









	

17




	

Dalforky Castle (doubtful)




	

NJ 807336









	

18




	

Pitfoddels Castle (probable)




	

NJ 910030









	

19




	

Tillydrone (probable)




	

NJ 936089









	

20




	

Earl’s Hill, Ellon (probable)




	

NJ 957304









	

21




	

Moat Hill, Cruden parish (possible)




	

NK 062368









	

22




	

Castle Hill, Rattray




	

NK 086574









	

23




	

Inverugie




	

NK 102487









	

24




	

Gardybien, Glenmuick (probable)




	

NO 444990









	

 




	

ANGUS




	

 









	

25




	

Easter Peel, Lintrathen




	

NO 264540









	

26




	

Castleton of Eassie




	

NO 333466









	

27




	

Court Hillock, Kirriemuir (doubtful)




	

NO 380542









	

28




	

Kirriemuir Hill (possible)




	

NO 392546









	

29




	

Invergowrie




	

NO 395307









	

30




	

Castle Hill, Inshewan




	

NO 445572









	

31




	

Forfar (possible)




	

NO 457505









	

32




	

Old Downie, Monifieth




	

NO 519365









	

33




	

Barry




	

NO 533347









	

34




	

Gallowshill (possible)




	

NO 573492









	

35




	

Castle Hillock, Edzell




	

NO 584688









	

36




	

Brechin Castle (possible)




	

NO 597599









	

37




	

Glenskinno (possible)




	

NO 681608









	

38




	

Maryton Law




	

NO 682556









	

39




	

Redcastle, Inverkeilor




	

NO 689510









	

40




	

Montrose (possible)




	

NO 717573









	

 




	

ARGYLL




	

 









	

41




	

Ard Luing (possible)




	

NM 737066









	

42




	

Staing Mhor




	

NM 814081









	

43




	

Rera




	

NM 831207









	

44




	

Carnasserie (ringwork)




	

NM 838009









	

45




	

Dùn Mor, Bonawe




	

NN 012325









	

46




	

Strachur (Strachur House)




	

NN 093016









	

47




	

Strachur (Ballemenoch)




	

NN 103999









	

48




	

Strachur (Strachurmore Farm)




	

NN 108008









	

49




	

Otter Ferry (Ballimore)




	

NN 922833









	

50




	

Macharioch




	

NR 726094









	

51




	

Glendaruel, Achanelid (dun or rectangular motte?)




	

NS 005878









	

52




	

Glendaruel




	

NS 006874









	

53




	

Dunoon, Castle Crawford




	

NS 179787









	

 




	

AYRSHIRE




	

 









	

54




	

Judge Mound, Skelmorlie Mains (possible)




	

NS 199663









	

55




	

Dowhill




	

NS 203029









	

56




	

Castle Knowe, Hunterston




	

NS 203508









	

57




	

Green Hill, Halkshill, Largs




	

NS 207593









	

58




	

Kelburne Park, Fairlie (possible motte or dun)




	

NS 212562









	

59




	

Shanter Knowe




	

NS 219074









	

60




	

Montfode Mount




	

NS 227438









	

61




	

Knockrivoch Mount




	

NS 254451









	

62




	

Auldmuir (possible)




	

NS 264499









	

63




	

Dunduff (ringwork)




	

NS 272164









	

64




	

Castlehill




	

NS 283432









	

65




	

Court Hill, Dalry (site)




	

NS 292495









	

66




	

Mote Knowe, Monkwood (possible)




	

NS 298002









	

67




	

Kidsneuk, Bogside, Irvine (site)




	

NS 309409









	

68




	

Ayr Castle (site)




	

NS 335222









	

69




	

Alloway (ringwork)




	

NS 339180









	

70




	

Chapel Hill, Chapelton




	

NS 344442









	

71




	

Lawthorn Mount




	

NS 345406









	

72




	

Woodlands (probable)




	

NS 346136









	

73




	

Court Hill, Beith (possible)




	

NS 361540









	

74




	

Lindston, Dalrymple parish (possible moated homestead)




	

NS 372168









	

75




	

Carmel Bank, Kilmaurs parish




	

NS 387380









	

76




	

Symington (possible)




	

NS 38 31









	

77




	

Helenton, Symington parish




	

NS 393311









	

78




	

Witch Knowe, Coylton parish (possible)




	

NS 399199









	

79




	

Greenhill, Kilmaurs parish




	

NS 401392









	

80




	

Barnweill Castle (probable)




	

NS 407301









	

81




	

Law Mount, Stewarton




	

NS 411448









	

82




	

Castle Hill, Riccarton parish (possible)




	

NS 417359









	

83




	

Tarbolton




	

NS 432274









	

84




	

Dalmellington




	

NS 482058









	

85




	

Castlehill Farm




	

NS 483388









	

86




	

Witch Knowe, Hillbank Wood, Ochiltree parish (possible)




	

NS 502217









	

87




	

Castle Hill, Alton




	

NS 503388









	

88




	

Judge’s Hill, Loudon parish (possible)




	

NS 519386









	

89




	

East Newton, Newmilns




	

NS 519385









	

90




	

Castle Hill, Burflat Burn, Loudon parish (possible)




	

NS 546378









	

91




	

Borland Castle, Old Cumnock parish (possible)




	

NS 585174









	

92




	

Castle Hill, Sorn parish




	

NS 588263









	

93




	

Main Castle, Galston parish




	

NS 612346









	

94




	

Carleton




	

NX 134895









	

95




	

Doune Knoll (possible)




	

NX 185971









	

96




	

Dinvin, Girvan




	

NX 200932









	

97




	

Mote Wood, Camregan (possible)




	

NX 221994









	

98




	

Mote Knowe, Colmonell parish (possible)




	

NX 232818









	

 




	

BANFFSHIRE




	

 









	

99




	

Ha’Hillock, Deskford




	

NJ 509628









	

100




	

Castle Hill, Cullen




	

NJ 509670









	

101




	

Kinnairdy Castle, Marnoch parish (doubtful)




	

NJ 609498









	

102




	

Craig o’Boyne Castle (possible)




	

NJ 616661









	

103




	

Castlehill Farm, Marnoch parish (site)




	

NJ 644513









	

104




	

Mount Carmel, Banff parish




	

NJ 679626









	

105




	

Ha’Hillock, Alvah parish




	

NJ 689584









	

106




	

Banff Castle (probable)




	

NJ 689641









	

 




	

BERWICKSHIRE




	

 









	

107




	

The Chesters (possible ringwork)




	

NT 740474









	

108




	

Bunkle Castle (ringwork)




	

NT 805596









	

109




	

The Mount, Castlelaw, Coldstream




	

NT 814418









	

110




	

Fair Field, Ladykirk (probable)




	

NT 893477









	

 




	

CAITHNESS




	

 









	

111




	

Ring of Castlehill (ringwork)




	

ND 282618









	

 




	

DUMFRIESSHIRE




	

 









	

112




	

Druidhill Burn, Penpont




	

NS 810015









	

113




	

Ballaggan




	

NS 835014









	

114




	

Enoch Castle




	

NS 872027









	

115




	

Garpol Water, Moffat




	

NT 051040









	

116




	

Auchencass




	

NT 063035









	

117




	

Coats Hill




	

NT 072042









	

118




	

Auldton, Moffat




	

NT 094058









	

119




	

Ingleston, lower motte, Glencairn




	

NX 799899









	

120




	

Maxwelton




	

NX 817896









	

121




	

Moatland




	

NX 865857









	

122




	

Morton Castle




	

NX 891992









	

123




	

Dinning, Closeburn




	

NX 893902









	

124




	

Benthead, Closeburn




	

NX 922958









	

125




	

Lochside, Lincluden




	

NX 958774









	

126




	

Castle Dykes, Dumfries (medieval castle earthworks)




	

NX 975747









	

127




	

Dumfries (possible)




	

NX 973764









	

128




	

Tinwald




	

NY 003815









	

129




	

Torthorwald Castle




	

NY 034783









	

130




	

Rockhall




	

NY 054767









	

131




	

Castle Hill, Lochmaben




	

NY 082822









	

132




	

Lochwood




	

NY 085968









	

133




	

Spedlins Tower




	

NY 097876









	

134




	

Applegarth




	

NY 104843









	

135




	

Castle Knowe, Saughtrees




	

NY 125950









	

136




	

Wamphray Place, Newton




	

NY 132969









	

137




	

Castlemilk (possible)




	

NY 150775









	

138




	

Hutton




	

NY 164894









	

139




	

Gillesbie Tower




	

NY 172920









	

140




	

Annan




	

NY 192666









	

141




	

Barntalloch, Langholm




	

NY 352878









	

142




	

Wauchope Castle, Hallcrofts




	

NY 355842









	

 




	

DUNBARTONSHIRE




	

 









	

143




	

Faslane (site)




	

NS 249901









	

144




	

Shandon (possible)




	

NS 257878









	

145




	

Balloch Castle




	

NS 388826









	

146




	

Catter Law




	

NS 472871









	

147




	

Peel of Kirkintilloch




	

NS 651740









	

 




	

EAST LOTHIAN




	

 









	

148




	

Gladsmuir (site)




	

NT 46 73


(unidentified)









	

149




	

Tarbet Castle, Fidra Island (site)




	

NT 515867









	

150




	

Castle Hill, North Berwick




	

NT 560801









	

151




	

Eldbotle (site)




	

NT 505857









	

 




	

FIFE




	

 









	

152




	

Court Knowe, Gornogrove




	

NO 205103









	

153




	

Inchrye




	

NO 272165









	

154




	

Agabatha Castle (site)




	

NO 284127









	

155




	

Collessie (possible)




	

NO 293134









	

156




	

Parbroath Farm




	

NO 324178









	

157




	

Maiden Castle, Dunipace Hill, Markinch




	

NO 349015









	

158




	

Moat Hill, Cupar (site)




	

NO 372148









	

159




	

Castle Hill, Cupar (site)




	

NO 37 14


(unidentified)









	

160




	

Newton (possible)




	

NO 403246









	

161




	

Leuchars Castle




	

NO 454219









	

162




	

Perdieus Mount, Dunfermline (site)




	

NT 091867









	

163




	

Lochore Castle




	

NT 175958









	

164




	

Hillside, Aberdour parish (possible)




	

NT 193855









	

 




	

INVERNESS-SHIRE




	

 









	

165




	

Erchless, Cnoc an Tighe Mhoir (possible)




	

NH 410410









	

166




	

Urquhart Castle




	

NH 530286









	

167




	

Wester Lovat, Beauly (possible)




	

NH 540460









	

168




	

Holm House (probable)




	

NH 653420









	

169




	

Petty (possible)




	

NH 736497









	

170




	

Old Petty




	

NH 738498









	

171




	

Ruthven in Badenoch (possible)




	

NH 765997









	

172




	

Cromal Mount, Ardersier




	

NH 782555









	

173




	

Old House of Keppoch




	

NN 271808









	

 




	

KINCARDINESHIRE




	

 









	

174




	

Castle Hill, Strachan




	

NO 657921









	

175




	

Green Castle (possible ringwork)




	

NO 668765









	

176




	

Castle Hill, Durris




	

NO 780968









	

177




	

Dunnottar




	

NO 882839









	

 




	

KIRKCUDBRIGHTSHIRE




	

 









	

178




	

Minnigaff




	

NX 410664









	

179




	

Machars Hill




	

NX 470653









	

180




	

Kirkclaugh




	

NX 534522









	

181




	

Boreland or Green Tower




	

NX 585550









	

182




	

Woodend, Anwoth




	

NX 585566









	

183




	

Polchree Farm, Anwoth (possible)




	

NX 592584









	

184




	

Polchree




	

NX 594584









	

185




	

Roberton




	

NX 604486









	

186




	

Moat Park, Cally




	

NX 606556









	

187




	

Barmagachan, near Borgue




	

NX 613494









	

188




	

Palace Yard (ringwork)




	

NX 613543









	

189




	

Dalry




	

NX 618813









	

190




	

Boreland of Borgue




	

NX 646517









	

191




	

Balmaclellan




	

NX 653794









	

192




	

Trostrie




	

NX 656574









	

193




	

Culcraigie (possible)




	

NX 657575









	

194




	

Twynholm




	

NX 659539









	

195




	

Little Duchrae




	

NX 664696









	

196




	

Dunnance




	

NX 674637









	

197




	

Castle Dykes, Kirkcudbright




	

NX 677509









	

198




	

Boreland of Parton




	

NX 694709









	

199




	

Kirkland, Parton




	

NX 696697









	

200




	

Culdoach




	

NX 706537









	

201




	

Kirkcormack




	

NX 717574









	

202




	

Lochrinnie




	

NX 728871









	

203




	

Ingleston, Kelton parish




	

NX 775580









	

204




	

Urr




	

NX 815647









	

205




	

Cullochan Castle




	

NX 921754









	

206




	

Lincluden




	

NX 967779









	

207




	

Troqueer




	

NX 974748









	

208




	

Ingleston, New Abbey parish




	

NX 982651









	

 




	

LANARKSHIRE




	

 









	

209




	

Castle Hill, East Kilbride parish (possible)




	

NS 589563









	

210




	

Bishop’s Palace, Glasgow (ringwork)




	

NS 601655









	

211




	

Carmunnock (ringwork)




	

NS 613578









	

212




	

Cawder House




	

NS 613724









	

213




	

Castle Hill, East Kilbride parish (possible)




	

NS 612557









	

214




	

Castlemilk (possible)




	

NS 613598









	

215




	

Rutherglen




	

NS 623617









	

216




	

Mains, East Kilbride




	

NS 627558









	

217




	

Laigh Mains, East Kilbride parish (possible)




	

NS 627561









	

218




	

Greenlees




	

NS 638585









	

219




	

Peelhill




	

NS 643367









	

220




	

The Tor, Torrance




	

NS 649526









	

221




	

Drumsargad Castle, Cambuslang (site)




	

NS 665597









	

222




	

Hamilton, Low Parks




	

NS 727566









	

223




	

Darngaber Castle




	

NS 729500









	

224




	

Cot Castle (possible)




	

NS 739456









	

225




	

Millfield, Cambusnethan parish




	

NS 795573









	

226




	

Ladle Knowe, Douglas




	

NS 826294









	

227




	

Castle Qua (ringwork)




	

NS 873449









	

228




	

Lanark




	

NS 879433









	

229




	

Abington




	

NS 933250









	

230




	

Moat Farm, Roberton




	

NS 940270









	

231




	

Castledykes




	

NS 942287









	

232




	

Bower of Wandel




	

NS 951287









	

233




	

Crawford Castle or Tower Lindsay (possible)




	

NS 954213









	

234




	

Couthalley Castle (possible)




	

NS 971481









	

235




	

Carnwath




	

NS 974466









	

236




	

Loanheadmill




	

NS 992310









	

237




	

Wolfclyde




	

NT 019363









	

238




	

Biggar




	

NT 039377









	

 




	

MIDLOTHIAN




	

 









	

239




	

Crichton (ringwork)




	

NT 384618









	

 




	

MORAY




	

 









	

240




	

Grant’s Fort




	

NJ 053316









	

241




	

Kilbuiach




	

NJ 097603









	

242




	

Tor Chastle




	

NJ 130526









	

243




	

Duffus Castle




	

NJ 189672









	

244




	

Elgin Castle




	

NJ 212628









	

245




	

Knight’s Hillock, Urquhart parish




	

NJ 283651









	

 




	

NAIRNSHIRE




	

 









	

246




	

Cantraydoune




	

NH 789461









	

247




	

Nairn Castle (site)




	

NH 885566









	

248




	

Auldearn, Doocot Hill




	

NH 917556









	

249




	

Hillend (possible)




	

NH 932547









	

 




	

PEEBLESSHIRE




	

 









	

250




	

Peebles




	

NT 249403









	

 




	

PERTHSHIRE




	

 









	

251




	

Tom-na-Curtaig, Kerrowmore




	

NN 589467









	

252




	

Tom na Chisaig, Callander parish (possible)




	

NN 627079









	

253




	

Carnbane Castle, Fortingall parish (doubtful)




	

NN 677479









	

254




	

Coney Hill, near Comrie




	

NN 776224









	

255




	

Tom an Tigh Moir, Blair Atholl parish




	

NN 807654









	

256




	

Struan




	

NN 812653









	

257




	

Aldclune, Blair Atholl




	

NN 895643









	

258




	

Glendevon (site)




	

NN 904047









	

259




	

Kindrogan




	

NO 055638









	

260




	

Castle Hill, Clunie




	

NO 111440









	

261




	

Motte, Scone parish (probable)




	

NO 126295









	

262




	

Cairn Beddie, St Martin’s parish (site)




	

NO 150308









	

263




	

Castle Hill, Cargill




	

NO 158374









	

264




	

Blairgowrie (site)




	

NO 179455









	

265




	

Rattray




	

NO 209453









	

266




	

Law Knowe, Errol (probable)




	

NO 232224









	

267




	

Barton Hill, Kinnaird




	

NO 244287









	

268




	

Blair Drummond




	

NS 724986









	

 




	

RENFREWSHIRE




	

 









	

269




	

Pennytersal




	

NS 337712









	

270




	

Motte, Kilmacolm parish (site)




	

NS 352661









	

271




	

South Denniston (probable)




	

NS 358683









	

272




	

Castlehead, Paisley (ringwork)




	

NS 381635









	

273




	

Castle Hill, Ranfurly




	

NS 384651









	

274




	

Houston House




	

NS 411671









	

275




	

Castlehill, Renfrew (site)




	

NS 509679









	

276




	

Elderslie, ‘The King’s Inch’, Renfrew (site)




	

NS 514675









	

277




	

Crookston (ringwork)




	

NS 525627









	

278




	

Pollok (ringwork)




	

NS 555626









	

279




	

Crosslees, Eaglesham (possible)




	

NS 558536









	

280




	

Camphill (ringwork)




	

NS 577621









	

 




	

ROSS AND CROMARTY




	

 









	

281




	

Dunscaith Castle




	

NH 807690









	

 




	

ROXBURGHSHIRE




	

 









	

282




	

Hawick




	

NT 499140









	

283




	

Riddell




	

NT 520248









	

284




	

Ruletownhead (possible)




	

NT 617128









	

285




	

Smailholm (ringwork)




	

NT 640346









	

 




	

SELKIRKSHIRE




	

 









	

286




	

Phenzhopehaugh




	

NT 318127









	

287




	

Howden




	

NT 458268









	

288




	

Selkirk




	

NT 470281









	

 




	

STIRLINGSHIRE




	

 









	

289




	

Woodend




	

NS 555887









	

290




	

Keir of Cashlie, Drymen (possible)




	

NS 556929









	

291




	

Craigmaddie (ringwork)




	

NS 575765









	

292




	

Fintry




	

NS 611866









	

293




	

Keir Knowe of Drum




	

NS 636953









	

294




	

Maiden Castle, Garmore




	

NS 643784









	

295




	

Sir John de Graham’s Castle




	

NS 681858









	

296




	

Balcastle Motte, Kilsyth




	

NS 701781









	

297




	

Colzium, Kilsyth (possible)




	

NS 734782









	

298




	

Bonnybridge (Mote of Seabegs)




	

NS 824798









	

299




	

Slamannan




	

NS 856734









	

300




	

Watling Lodge (site)




	

NS 862798









	

 




	

SUTHERLAND




	

 









	

301




	

Borgie (possible)




	

NC 670587









	

302




	

Langdale




	

NC 698449









	

303




	

Invershin




	

NH 572963









	

304




	

Proncy




	

NH 772926









	

305




	

Skelbo Castle




	

NH 792952









	

 




	

WIGTOWNSHIRE




	

 









	

306




	

Castle Ban, near Mains of Airies




	

NW 966678









	

307




	

Culhorn, Inch parish (possible)




	

NX 078594









	

308




	

Innermessan




	

NX 084634









	

309




	

Balgreggan




	

NX 096505









	

310




	

Ardwell




	

NX 107455









	

311




	

High Drummore




	

NX 130359









	

312




	

Droughdool




	

NX 148569









	

313




	

Motte, Old Luce parish (probable)




	

NX 194573









	

314




	

Druchtag




	

NX 349467









	

315




	

Boreland




	

NX 355584









	

316




	

Skaith




	

NX 382662









	

317




	

Castle (site) near Appleby, Glasserton parish




	

NX 401409













 



APPENDIX II


PRELIMINARY LIST OF SCOTTISH CASTLES RECORDED IN DOCUMENTS OR CHRONICLES DOWN TO 1249



This list is based on a survey of standard sources, but does not claim to be comprehensive. It records only places which are specifically described by the words castrum, castellum, or, occasionally, oppidum. Various other words of less specific meaning may also denote a fortified site or structure. For example, manerium can mean a ‘manor-house’, and the manerium of Leuchars, Fife (St Andrews Liber, pp. 397–8, datable 1280 × 1297) is a motte (Appendix I, no. 161). The word curia can mean a house as well as a court, as it does in an unusually descriptive reference to a house at Lamberton, Berwickshire, perhaps of the reign of Alexander II (J. Raine, The History and Antiquities of North Durham [London, 1852], app., no. 649). An aula such as that at Congalton, East Lothian, probably c. 1224 (Dryb. Lib., no. 24), may represent what in architectural terms would be called a ‘hall-house’.






	

 




	

DATE




	

SOURCE









	

ANGUS




	

 




	

 









	

1 Forfar




	

before 1197




	

St Andrews Liber, p. 354









	

2 Montrose




	

1165 × 1214




	

RRS, ii, no. 556









	

ARGYLL




	

 




	

 









	

3 Cairnaburgh (More)




	

1249




	

Anderson, Early Sources, ii, p. 556; Duncan, Scotland, p. 551









	

4 Dunaverty




	

1248




	

CDS, i, no. 1865; Duncan, Scotland, p. 550









	

AYRSHIRE




	

 




	

 









	

5 Ayr




	

1197




	

Melrose Liber, i, no. 103









	

6 Greenan




	

1175 × 1199




	

Ibid., no. 34









	

7 Irvine




	

1184




	

Gesta Regis Henrici Secundi (Rolls Ser., 1867), i, pp. 312–13









	

8 Unidentified site probably in Carrick




	

1175 × 1199




	

Melrose Liber, i, no. 31









	

BANFFSHIRE




	

 




	

 









	

9 Boharm




	

before 1242




	

Moray Reg., nos. 23, 64









	

BERWICKSHIRE




	

 




	

 









	

10 Berwick




	

1173




	

Gesta Regis Henrici Secundi, i, p. 47









	

11 Lauder




	

1173




	

Ibid.









	

BUTE




	

 




	

 









	

12 Rothesay




	

1231




	

Anderson, Early Sources, ii, p. 476









	

CLACKMANNANSHIRE




	

 




	

 









	

13 Clackmannan




	

c. 1248 × 1264




	

SRO RH 6/54









	

DUMFRIESSHIRE




	

 




	

 









	

14 Annan




	

c. 1124




	

Lawrie, Charters, no. 54









	

15 Dumfries




	

1175 × 1187




	

Glasgow Reg., i, no. 50









	

16 Lochmaben




	

1173




	

Gesta Regis Henrici Secundi, i, p. 47









	

DUNBARTONSHIRE




	

 




	

 









	

17 Dumbarton




	

1222




	

J. Irving, History of Dumbartonshire (Dumbarton, 1917–24), ii, p. 287









	

EAST LOTHIAN




	

 




	

 









	

18 Dirleton




	

after Sept. 1219




	

Dryb. Lib., no. 37









	

19 Eldbotle




	

probably late William I




	

Ibid., no. 104









	

FIFE




	

 




	

 









	

20 Crail




	

1153 × 1165




	

RRS, i, no. 289









	

21 Culross




	

1217




	

SRO Supplementary Register House Charters, s.d.









	

22 Lindores




	

1249




	

Lind. Cart., no. 62









	

INVERNESS-SHIRE




	

 




	

 









	

23 Inverness




	

1197




	

Melrose Liber, i, no. 103









	

KINCARDINESHIRE




	

 




	

 









	

24 Inverbervie




	

1232 × 1237




	

Lind. Cart., no. 18









	

LANARKSHIRE




	

 




	

 









	

25 East Kilbride




	

1175 × 1190




	

Glasgow Reg., i, no. 55; cf. RRS, ii, no. 249









	

MIDLOTHIAN




	

 




	

 









	

26 Edinburgh




	

c. 1127




	

Lawrie, Charters, no. 72









	

MORAY




	

 




	

 









	

27 Duffus




	

1203 × 1222




	

Moray Reg., no. 211









	

28 Elgin




	

1160




	

RRS, i, no. 175









	

NAIRNSHIRE




	

 




	

 









	

29 Auldearn




	

1185




	

Liber Insule Missarum (Bannatyne Club, 1847), no. 2









	

30 Nairn




	

1215 × 1222




	

Moray Reg., no. 25









	

PEEBLESSHIRE




	

 




	

 









	

31 Peebles




	

1152 × 1153




	

RRS, i, no. 104









	

PERTHSHIRE




	

 




	

 









	

32 Alyth




	

1196 × 1199




	

Ibid., ii, no. 410









	

33 Cargill




	

1189 × 1199




	

SRO Maitland Thomson Photographs, no. 6









	

34 Perth




	

1157 × 1160




	

RRS, i, no. 157









	

RENFREWSHIRE




	

 




	

 









	

35 Renfrew




	

1163 × 1165




	

Ibid., no. 254









	

ROSS and CROMARTY




	

 




	

 









	

36 Dunskeath




	

1179




	

Anderson, Early Sources, ii, p. 301









	

37 Redcastle (Eddyrdor)




	

1179




	

Ibid.









	

ROXBURGHSHIRE




	

 




	

 









	

38 Jedburgh




	

1147 × 1150




	

Lawrie, Charters, no. 189









	

39 Roxburgh




	

c. 1128




	

Ibid., no. 83









	

SELKIRKSHIRE




	

 




	

 









	

40 Selkirk




	

c. 1120




	

Ibid., no. 35









	

STIRLINGSHIRE




	

 




	

 









	

41 Stirling




	

1107 × 1124




	

Ibid., no. 182













 


1. E.J. Talbot, ‘Early Scottish castles of earth and timber: recent field-work and excavation’, Scottish Archaeol. Forum, vi (1974), pp. 48–57, esp. at pp. 54–6. An attempt has been made to bring the present list up to date in the light of this and other notices of mottes, but not all have been included here. Cf., e.g., the addition suggested in Barrow, Era, p. 110, n. 113, the Cunnigar at Mid Calder, Midlothian, whose name and character, like that of another site in Midmar, Aberdeenshire, indicate a medieval rabbit warren or enclosure rather than a motte.


2. Berwickshire (1915); Dumfriesshire (1920); East Lothian (1924); Fife (1933); Kirkcudbright (1914); Peeblesshire (1967); Roxburghshire (1956); Selkirkshire (1957); Stirlingshire (1963); Wigtownshire (1912).


3. Inventories of Selkirkshire, pp. xiv-xviii, and Stirlingshire, p. xxv; R.W. Feachem, ‘Iron Age and early medieval monuments in Galloway and Dumfriesshire’, TDGAS, 3rd ser., xxxiii (1956), pp. 58–65.
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THE EARLDOM OF CAITHNESS AND THE KINGDOM OF SCOTLAND, 1150–1266


Barbara E. Crawford


As part of the mainland of Scotland the province of Caithness was implicitly recognised as Scottish territory by the Norwegians in the treaty of 1098 between their king, Magnus Barelegs, and King Edgar of Scotland.1 Being, however, the only part of the mainland which was thoroughly settled by peoples of Norse extraction,2 Caithness was in a totally different situation from any other part of the Scottish littoral. During the period of settlement the native population had been to some extent displaced and the Celtic language replaced by Norse, at any rate in the north-east quarter of the province. The nature of the land also made it very different from the west coast (where the Norse also had some influence), for it was more fertile, with excellent pasture and arable land; and it was this factor which had attracted the Norse settlers to the area from Orkney in the ninth and tenth centuries.3 The earls of Orkney then claimed jurisdiction over the settlers and theoretically held the ancient Celtic province as an earldom of the kings of Scots. The fact that Caithness was part of the Scottish mainland was, apparently, not particularly relevant: seen from the middle of the Pentland Firth it was merely another stretch of territory along with the islands of Stroma, Hoy, or South Ronaldsay, and, after all, ‘united’ with them by water. Furthermore, the Ness, as the saga writer called the north-east of Caithness, is cut off from the land to the south (the Sutherland) by the central upland area of the county and the long sea journey round Duncansby Head, so that it was particularly closely linked with the islands across the Pentland Firth. Geographical and historical factors therefore provide the reason for the anomalous position whereby Caithness lay under the jurisdiction of the earls of Orkney, nobles who owed allegiance to the kings of Norway for their island earldom. These earls also owed nominal allegiance to the kings of Scotland as earls of Caithness. A short stretch of water united the two halves of their lordship, and during the period under discussion Caithness was linked, emotionally and economically, with the Norwegian earldom.


These factors made the situation in Caithness one which the Scottish kings did not willingly tolerate. Access to the political heart of the Scottish kingdom was more possible from the Scandinavian north down the east coast than from the west, where a protective mountain barrier helped to keep the Norse of the Hebrides at bay. It is not surprising, therefore, that for the whole of our period the kings of Scotland made repeated efforts to bring under firm control Caithness and its ruling earls. Two incidents from the very beginning and the very end of the period demonstrate the vulnerability of their northern shores to a foreign power. In 1151 Earl Harald Maddadson was trapped in the harbour of Thurso by King Eystein of Norway and compelled to pay tribute:4 that is, the overlord of Norway was far more at home in the waterways and harbours of Caithness than the king of Scotland could ever dream of being. In 1263 King Håkon Håkonsson made Orkney his naval base for several weeks before moving south to renew his sovereignty over the Western Isles; and while in Orkney he sent an expedition to Caithness which demanded peace-money from the inhabitants in order to keep them neutral in the warlike situation which prevailed.5 He (or another Norwegian king) even communicated with them by letter, as we know from the record of littera regis Norwagie missa Cataniensibus which was at one time in the Scottish treasury,6 a striking record of the continuing links between Caithness and the northern world. The Caithness farmers probably still spoke the language of the Norwegian king, and a witness to the continuation of their separate identity is found in the use of the name bondi (Old Norse bondi = ‘free farmer’) for them in another, near-contemporary document in the central Scottish records.7 We can see therefore that Caithness was closely bound to the land of a foreign power throughout the hundred years under discussion. By the end of our period, however, the efforts of the Scottish kings had weakened the traditional bonds, as well as the power of the native earls, as can be seen from the success of their measures to keep a firm control over Caithness during the crisis years of 1263–6.8


Although the Orkneyinga Saga, which continues up to 1231, gives us a picture of a totally Scandinavian society in Caithness, we have very little documentary information from the thirteenth century to give us confirmatory details. Since, however, the area lay under the jurisdiction of the Orkney earls, the administrative and defensive arrangements for their territories must have extended across the Pentland Firth. In order to control this important waterway, they had to control the Caithness side as well as the Orcadian. All the evidence points to a high degree of organisation of this kind in Orkney, including the huseby system of administrative farms,9 and the naval defence arrangements based on the ounceland and pennyland land-divisions, which later became converted to a means of taxation.10 Caithness was also divided into ouncelands and pennylands.11 In a land grant of the late thirteenth century, Earl John Magnusson gave to the elder Reginald Cheyne totam nostram oratam terrae at Nottingham in Caithness.12 We may even have evidence from this same charter of the persistence of a monetary due connected with the ancient Norse naval system. The land carried with it a payment or servitium domini regis quod vocatur Layyeld. In the fourteenth century the same payment appears in the Scottish exchequer rolls as the rent of the assize de Lawyeld from the earldom of Caithness, which brought in £20 per annum. 13 This due would appear to have been Norwegian in origin, and the fiscal imposition to which it refers presumably dates from the period when the earls, and the Caithness bondi, were primarily Norse speakers (that is, pre-1231). If the first element of the word has been correctly Scotticised to ‘law’ in the fourteenth-century reference (from Old Norse logr), the second element is evidently Old Norse gjald = ‘tribute’, ‘payment’. If this was some kind of judicial due, then it may have been laid on the earldom on one of the occasions when the earl submitted to a fine (1202, 1222, 1263 or 1266).14 If, however, the first element were not ‘law’ — and the way that the word is spelt layyeld in Earl John’s charter suggests that it may not have been — then it could instead have been the same as the payment of lida gjald, a tax levied in Norway for the provision of the navy.15 If so, this would confirm that the ouncelands and pennylands of Caithness were indeed the basis of a taxation and naval defence system laid down by the earls. The Old Norse word skatt = ‘tax’ is rarely met with in medieval Caithness, unlike the Northern Isles, where skatt–payments continued to be of fundamental importance in the economy to modern times. Nevertheless, later references to ‘skatlands’ and payments of ‘skat-malt’ and ‘skat-silver’ in Caithness strongly suggest that Norse fiscal terminology had indeed been current at an earlier date.


Ecclesiastical influence was the inevitable complement to secular control, especially as the Church in Orkney was closely associated with the earldom. We can assume, therefore, that Caithness lay within the jurisdiction of the early bishops of Orkney, and that the establishment of the first Scottish bishop of Caithness prior to 1147 × 115116 would have been a very unwelcome intrusion into the sphere of the ancient bishopric of Orkney. The most important church in Caithness in this period was at Halkirk (Old Norse, ha-kirkja = ‘high church’) in Thurso dale, in that part of Caithness most closely associated with Orkney: Bishop Adam of Caithness had a residence there in 1222.17 Its proximity to the earl’s castle of Brawl, which was the most important comital seat in Caithness throughout the Middle Ages, is reminiscent of the situation in Orkney where the bishop’s see and church (Christchurch) were established by Earl Thorfinn about 1060, adjacent to his own residence in Birsay.18 The bishops of Caithness also had a castle at Scrabster, where Bishop John was maimed in 1201, and this is close by another important earldom castle, at Thurso, which was first mentioned in 1154.19 The proximity of these comital and episcopal residences can be no coincidence, but shows the close association of earl and bishop — an association which must stem from the period before Scottish bishops appeared on the scene. Both earl and bishop had had residences by the best anchorages on the southern shore of the Pentland Firth because of their need to cross the Firth which divided their joint earldom and bishopric. Even in the sixteenth century the bishops of Orkney held estates in Caithness, which they would seem to have retained from an earlier period.20 It would be surprising if there had not been trouble when Scottish bishops attempted to move in and interfere in the long-established preserve of an Orkney bishop acting under the protection of the earl. The running feud with the earl, and the two physical attacks the Scottish bishops had to suffer, are merely symptoms of a very difficult underlying situation,21 which in the end proved sufficiently daunting for the bishops to move to a safer place in the south of the diocese. With Bishop Gilbert’s reorganisations in the years after 1223 and with the replacement of Halkirk by a cathedral at Dornoch, there was an evident acknowledgement that the traditional forces in the north of the diocese were too well entrenched for the Scottish churchmen to contend with them. The Scots kings had to struggle to make their authority felt for the whole of the hundred years under review, and particularly to maintain support for the church they had established as a spearhead for the reincorporation of the ancient Celtic province of Cat within their kingdom. The success or failure of this policy will now be assessed.


Andrew, the first bishop of Caithness (1147 × 1151–84), was certainly in contact with his diocese in so far as he sanctioned a grant made by Earl Harald Maddadson to the papacy in the second half of the twelfth century.22 King David’s pretensions to authority in the area about this same time are rather remarkable. A brieve was issued by him for the protection of the monks at Dornoch, in which he addressed the men of Caithness and Orkney, and Earl Rognvald as earl of Orkney.23 A second earl, given neither name nor territory, was also addressed, and this may have been Harald Maddadson, who was associated with Rognvald in the earldom of Orkney from 1139 (but who only came of age c. 1150). Indeed, there is a hint in the saga account of Rognvald’s and Harald’s struggle for the division of power that the Scottish king may have been involved in prevailing upon Rognvald to accept the half-Scottish Harald as his co-earl.24 This is the first evidence of direct Scottish interference in the comital succession, which was going to prove the most successful method of controlling the earldom.25 On this occasion, however, it did not have fruitful results for the Scottish cause, as Harald Maddadson was not enthusiastic about the policy of spreading Scottish influence in Caithness. Harald’s bitter conflict with the second bishop, John, has been shown to have resulted from the bishop’s interference in the earldom,26 and in the struggle to preserve his independence and his control over ecclesiastical payments, Harald enlisted the support of Innocent III. The extent of the quarrel can be seen from its culmination a few years later in the attack on Bishop John at his castle of Scrabster, when he was maimed by a band from Orkney led by the earl. This attack, as will be discussed on page 32, gave the Scottish king justification for an expedition to the north.


Continuing tension between the local northern tradition and the new ecclesiastical authority in Caithness led to the murder of the third bishop, Adam, in 1222. This was a result of his attempt to force Caithness into line with the rest of the Scottish Church in respect of church rights and, in particular, as regards teinds.27 From different sources it appears that two kinds of teinds were involved. The saga says that the freemen of Caithness were objecting to the raising of the teinds from the customary rate of one spann of butter for every twenty cows to one for every ten cows,28 and this payment, in a Norwegian measure of weight, was no doubt long established. Although teinds were not imposed on the whole of Norway until 1164, they then replaced older renders,29 renders which the bishops of Orkney are likely to have received from Caithness. From the Annals of Dunstable we learn that the earl had also been hit by increased demands for the teinds of hay, ‘concerning which both he [the bishop] and the earl of Caithness had made promise to the king of Scotland’.30 This is verified by a papal letter written after the murder of Bishop Adam, which says that an agreement over teinds had been reached by the mediation of certain ecclesiastical persons in the presence of the king, by which the bishop had at last been granted what was due to him.31 And the decree which the bishop issued as a result of this agreement is said to have had appended to it both the royal seal and the earl’s seal. The earl and people of Caithness were not alone in their refusal to pay teinds at this time, although the situation there appears to have been the only one where the outcome was so violent: in the very next year, 1223, Honorius III wrote to the people of the Hebrides ordering them to pay all their teinds of butter and cheese,32 and two years later Duncan, lord of Carrick, promised the bishop of Glasgow and a large assembly of clergy at Ayr that he would pay his teinds in full and compel his tenants to do likewise. In the following year the earl of Lennox promised the same.33 The extant documents which these two sealed were no doubt similar to that which Earl John had sealed — and which he then attempted to get back from the bishop.34 Although the kinds of teind are not specified in these extant charters, we know that the hay-teind in particular was a problem in Scotland; a mandate of Innocent IV later complained of evil practices in the Scottish Church and mentioned that magnates had been preventing the payment of teinds of hay, pasture and mills.35 Obviously hay was an important render in the pastoral regions of Scotland; indeed, there seems to have been general resistance throughout Europe to the payment of hay-teind, because we find land being given to the Church apparently in order to escape it.36 The clash between Bishop Adam and the earl, backed up by the farmers of Caithness, was therefore only one instance of a general protest against teinds of which we have contemporary evidence not only from south-west Scotland but also from the diocese of the Hebrides which, it is important to note, lay in the jurisdiction of the archbishop of Trondheim. In Caithness the resentment inflamed an already very sensitive situation, for the earl’s father and Bishop Adam’s predecessor had long maintained a running feud. These events cannot simply be attributed to the turbulent nature of the earls; there is no evidence that their relationship with the contemporary bishop of Orkney was anything but friendly.37 In 1222, moreover, the antagonism to the bishop of Caithness existed throughout the area: the earl and bondi were at one in their hatred of the bishop and all he stood for.


The two main sources for the events of 1222 differ in their apportioning of responsibility for the attack on the bishop. The author of the saga shows a close knowledge of events in Caithness and of the activities of the Caithness farmers. He appears to have got his knowledge first-hand, for he tells of what Rafn the lawman said when he communicated with the bishop, and he gives the impression that all the action leading up to the burning of the bishop was initiated by the bondi. In this account, the earl did not participate, although he was residing ‘a short distance off’38 (presumably at Brawl), and he simply refused to mediate in the affair. This would be quite enough to arouse those suspicions about his motives mentioned by the chronicler Fordun, who however adds later that the earl ‘proved by the witness of good men that he was guiltless and had given no countenance or advice to those ruffians’.39 The Annals of Dunstable, on the other hand, depict Earl John as being the prime mover, if not the actual murderer of the bishop, and many additional details are given in this source about the earl slaying the bishop’s chaplain in his presence, wounding his nephew, and finally ordering the bishop to be bound in his kitchen and the house set on fire.40 This laying of the main burden of guilt at the earl’s door may be simply a monkish desire to find a scapegoat: the Melrose chronicler certainly has a similar view of the murder.41 From the other evidence we have it looks rather as if the earls were beginning to learn a little caution, and also to fear the wrath of their Scottish overlord, even though their sympathies were at one with the bondi. There is, however, no reason to doubt the rest of the information in the Annals of Dunstable, which details the earl’s dislike of the demand for hay-teinds and his participation in a royal attempt at reconciliation, as well as his attempt to get hold of the sealed charter from the bishop. Indeed, his sympathy with the action was all too evident and he was as a result compelled by King Alexander to carry out the harsh punishment pronounced for the bondi.42 In this instance, no individual was forced to carry alone the weight of retribution as one ‘Lombard’ had been in 1202.43


This second manifestation of anti-episcopal and anti-Scottish feeling in Caithness seems to have brought home to the Scottish crown the need for a more military bishop, and for greater consolidation of Scottish influence, before any permanent advance could be made towards incorporating the far north within the Scottish ecclesiastical and administrative framework. King Alexander took an expedition north in 1223, and thereafter ensured that Gilbert de Moravia (Murray) was appointed as Bishop Adam’s successor.44 Earlier in the century, as archdeacon of Moray, Gilbert had been given by his relative, Hugh de Moravia, a grant of Skelbo and of all the land west of Fernbuchlin to Invershin and the borders of Ross.45 This was a grant evidently made for defensive purposes, as the territory concerned was important strategically in the current state of Scottish advance into Sutherland. Once he had been elected bishop, Gilbert’s attitude towards the problems of the north seems to have been essentially realistic. He was not going to risk the fate suffered by two of his predecessors, and so he reorganised the diocese by moving its centre south to Dornoch, building a cathedral there, and establishing a collegiate chapter for its service.46 Sutherland was, by then, the firm seat of the Moravia family and soon to be well out of the control of the earl of Caithness. Gilbert took advantage of the security of his own and his relatives’ territorial position there to use Sutherland as an operational base for his episcopal ministry. As has already been suggested,47 this move was to some extent a recognition of the failure of previous attempts to solve the situation in the north. The Church was forced to retreat under the protection of the secular arm, and Bishop Gilbert acknowledged this, in establishing his own base near the new political authority in Sutherland; he thus sought the protection which had been refused to him by the earls of Caithness, who continued to regard the ecclesiastical situation as they knew it in the islands as the norm, and bitterly resented the new ideas and new political control from the south.


The attacks on Bishop Gilbert’s predecessors provided the Scottish kings with the opportunities for punitive expeditions to the north. A show of royal force was needed as a preliminary to reducing the power of the earls. The first royal expedition was in 1196–7, although on this occasion it was not for the purpose of securing the Church in the north. The earl of the time, the famous and powerful Harald Maddadson, had been attacking feudal representatives of the new Scottish order, not the ecclesiastical hierarchy. Although Fordun alleges that Earl Harald had been ‘a good and trusty man’ previously,48 a recent assessment sees him as having been troublesome to the king as early as 1179.49 Certainly, he must have been closely concerned in Malcolm MacHeth’s claims to Ross and Moray, for his second wife Gormflaith (Hvarflöd) was MacHeth’s daughter.50 Such a marriage would have had political reasons behind it, which in the circumstances are likely to have been the creation of a united opposition to royal ambitions north of Inverness. Fordun explains Harald’s behaviour in 1196 as being due to goading from his wife, but there must have been some very particular reason why this earl should have been prepared to provoke his Scottish overlord in the year following a dramatic encounter with his Norwegian overlord, when his power in his Orkney earldom had been curtailed.51 In 1196 Harald is said to have led a force into Moray, and either in that year or the next his son, Thorfinn, fought a battle with ‘the king’s vassals’ near Inverness, one of the important royal centres in the province of Moray. This constituted a serious attack on royal authority, and King William the Lion led a retaliatory expedition north, the first substantiated royal expedition to Caithness.52 Roger of Howden adds the comment that when King William entered Caithness, Harald did not wish to start battle against him.53 The object of the earl’s aggression would appear to have been primarily the king’s vassals. All the sources state that Harald in the first place went into Moray, which Howden says he ‘occupied’.54 All this action in Moray must have involved the Moravia family, who were the most important participants in the Scottish king’s plans for the northern part of the kingdom. They had been given the lands of Duffus about 1130;55 since then they had been in the van of the measures to consolidate royal authority in Moray;56 and after the great victory of Mam Garvia in 1187 we can be quite sure that they were closely involved in the advance to Cromarty.57 The family’s ambitions were to become only too clear in the period after Earl Harald’s death, when they succeeded in establishing themselves in Sutherland, eventually acquiring it as an earldom detached from Caithness (see below, p. 33).


The retaliatory measures undertaken by King William were superficially successful in restoring the Moravias’ authority and also in extending his own. He is said by Fordun to have subdued both provinces of the Caithness men, and Howden tells us how part of the king’s army reached Thurso and destroyed Earl Harald’s castle there.58 The earldom was at first divided and then taken away from Harald altogether. Half of it was given to Harald Ungi (the younger), grandson of Earl Rognvald and rival claimant to the northern earldoms. The elder Harald was allowed to retain the other half on condition that he brought certain enemies to the king at a prearranged meeting at Nairn, but when he failed to bring the required hostages, Howden states that he forfeited the remaining portion and lost all his possessions in the earldom, so that Harald Ungi became sole earl of Caithness. However, it was not easy for the king to maintain the advance that he had made towards curbing the power of so long-established an earl as Harald Maddadson. In 1198, the elder Harald defeated and killed his younger namesake in battle near Wick.59 William the Lion therefore looked to another member of the earldom family, and gave a grant of authority to Rognvald Gudrodson, king of Man.60 The policy of replacing one holder of the earldom by another member of the same family was, no doubt, due to the inability of the Scottish king at this point to do other than to make use of a weakness in the Norse method of inheritance, by playing off one member of the jarlsaetten61 against another in the attempt to weaken the power of a strong and dangerous earl. The elder Harald’s unceasing struggle against Harald Ungi, and then against Rognvald Gudrodson, proved him to be still the most powerful figure in the north (despite an evident lack of support in Caithness). It was not until he made the mistake of antagonising the Church in 1201 that Earl Harald found it prudent to submit to King William, apparently of his own volition. The first expedition sent against him in that year was not successful, and a second one was only in preparation when, in the spring of 1202, the earl came to the king at Perth, accompanied by the bishop of St Andrews, and offered £2,000 worth of silver to win back his overlord’s goodwill and with it, once more, official recognition of his status as legal earl.62 He was apparently fully restored to his Scottish earldom which, for the remaining four years of his life, he held undisturbed by king or claimant.


It is difficult to see what permanent advantage the Scottish king had gained from this struggle. As far as we know Harald suffered no ultimate loss of land or rights: the imposition of heavy fines seems to have been used as the most effective form of punishment, rather than the confiscation of earldom land. The same pattern was followed after the burning of Bishop Adam in 1222. A retaliatory royal expedition was followed by John Haraldson’s submission. He at first had to give up half of his earldom into the king’s hands, as well as to bestow lands and money on the Church. But he was allowed to redeem his earldom the following year with a very heavy fine.63 Those Caithness farmers who had been present at the burning suffered dreadful retribution, being physically maimed and also forfeiting their lands. But they or their families were, similarly, allowed to redeem them; the papal letter concerned with their punishment ordered the bishop to put the lands under interdict usque ad satisfactionem congruam observari.64
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