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	AUTHOR'S  NOTE


	 


	 


	 


	 


	 


	The use of many scriptures, mainly modem translators of the original texts is deliberate.


	It seeks to give the reader a maximum understanding of the Holy Book and God's message of love and goodwill to all men.


	By God's  grace, it is hoped that the reader finds


	increased  understanding  of God  and Hs ways through reading this book.
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	FOREWORD


	 


	 


	 


	This writer has a benefit of cogent and precise expression of ideas, free use of languages and apt utilization  of words  as an asset. Indeed it is a product  of marriage  of intellectual  works  and spiritual development.


	 


	 


	No doubt these treatise will generate multifarious responses and it is not impossible for flood gate responses to give birth to a new edition.


	 


	 


	In a nut shell, this book is recommended  for all citizens, irrespective of their religious beliefs and understanding. It will not only unfold new ideas but it will also generate new approach to religious understanding  and belief as well as create room for further research for Theological Students.


	 


	S.Kehinde


	Lagos - Nigeria


	 


	 


	 




 


	 


	Chapter 1


	 


	GOD,


	 DOES HE EXIST? DID HE MAKE MAN?


	 


	 


	Some people believe that man is simply an animal, with no spirit or soul that lives beyond death. This view contests the existence of a supernatural being or God who created all things. If there is no God, life must have started suddenly by chance. However, evident in the study of nature is order. In other words, there is day and night and seasons for all things. This seems to portray that the world is the product of careful planning and purpose, not mere chance.


	 


	 


	Who then designed the world and for what purpose?


	The more popular view however, is the belief in the existence of a supernatural being or God who created man and the world. Man, they claim, has a spirit or soul, which lives after the body dies.


	This belief in God or gods has led to the birth of many religions. The questions what am I doing on earth? What is the purpose of the world? What is the future of mankind? are questions religion deals with. They are very vital questions, which relate to our very existence.


	David Read interestingly puts it this way "I may easily get up in the morning and have my breakfast without giving a passing thought to the meaning of existence, yet the pattern I am following is ultimately based on some kind of faith as to the meaning of life, what is worth doing. And every really serious decision that comes my way in practical matters demands from me an answer that I can only give on the assumption that life has some meaning. True or false, right or wrong -we make these judgments everyday of our lives, and they imply that some standard exit-in other words that we have made some act of faith as to what is worth doing or worth believing or worth becoming." "Whether we like it or not (Read continued) the daily business of life compels each one of us to make decisions and these decisions will be based consciously or Unconsciously on our faith as to the meaning of life ... Even the atheist must act on a faith that there is no God," .. .life demands of us a choice. We must do this or that, become this kind of person or the other. To evade the choice is still a choice" 1. Amongst all the various beliefs how can we make the right choice?.


	Religion indeed influences our way of life. It should be addressed with all seriousness as it tries to answer those relevant questions about the meaning of life.


	we have heard of beliefs relating to the immortality of the human soul, heavenly reward for good people, eternal punishment for the wicked, there are also beliefs about man's fall from divine grace, as a result of disobedience, and the need to offer sacrifices for atonement of sin,


	This spiritual awareness of people of different culture, language and customs, who lived at different ages and places, point to the fact that there must be some truth about the existence of God. Man's search for God indeed led to the birth of many religions, in man's search for God he has indulged in various forms of worship, especially in the worship of things which he believes sustains him or have significance to his existence. The sun, the moon, the stars, water, river or rain, rocks, iron, plants and flowers were personified as deities or gods by various religions such as Hinduism, African Traditional religion, Japanese shintoism and so on. In their own way and according to their understanding men were trying to reach God. 


	 


	 


	
The Belief In life After Death



	The belief that man has a spirit that lives after death, appears to be quite tenable. Dreams buttress the fact that one of the components that make up man is the spirit. When we are asleep, we sometimes experience things that often go beyond, even our wildest imagination. We see our "other self’ or spirit man in operation. This indicates that man has a spirit. Some people who went off in a faint claim that they felt this "other self or spirit, move out of their body as they lost consciousness. They assert that while they were still unconscious, their spirit man was moving around them, and could observe all that was happening to them. They only regained consciousness when the spirit moved back into their body. People with similar experience who happened to come back to life after they had been certified dead medically indeed attest to this fact. Man, obviously is essentially body, soul and spirit. Surely, the fact that man is a spirit being is evidence of the existence of a spirit world. When the body dies this ‘otherself’ or spirit man continues to live.


	 


	 


	 


	
The Order In Nature



	The order in nature certainly point to the existence of a supernatural being who created all things. It is true that the development of science in no small way contributed to disbelief in God, in that science explained many of the mysteries in nature. However, the fact that we discover how an object works does not prove that the object was not designed and made by someone. We must also not assume that every scientific belief is correct. For instance, Newton’s theory of gravitation is no longer believed. Science is only trying to understand or unravel the mysteries in nature and or the world.


	Infact, as C.H Dodd rightly states, "any and every scientific statement is subject to the principle of relativity." The scientist knows and accepts the fact that there is something in the real world that influences his findings.


	There is a similarity here between science and faith. For "in each sphere ( continued C.H. Dodd) a man believes because he can do no other. He may hold a great deal more as hypothesis in science or pious opinion in religion, but there is a point at which compulsion comes in.


	The point is that at which it becomes impossible to make sense of the world of his experience, unless a certain proposition is accepted as true (within the limits of the principle of relativity). Thus, the point comes in Biology at which you cannot make sense of the known facts of organic existence without believing that species have evolved in conformity with certain laws."


	"The spiritual world is real, like the world science studies. it is there, we do not make it by our desires or opinion .. , what we believe, we believe in the end not because an August authority bids us so believe, but like men of science, there is something that compels us to believe - something in the world of our experience." 2


	The acceptance of science that certain laws exist which it cannot fully explain, definitely point to the existence of a Superior Being who governs the intricate laws of nature.


	Indeed, although the evolutionist believe that life started by chance through the reaction of the right atoms and molecules, they admit that the probability of the right atoms and molecules falling into place is not high. Also there is a great controversy amongst biologist as to how evolution really began. Surely, a Supreme Being exist who govern the laws of nature, for even a small change in any of the laws would greatly affect the universe.


	The belief that man developed from apes is untrue, If man evolved or developed from apes, why have apes stopped producing men? The development of insects from the caterpillar stage has not ceased.


	Infact, science has been unable to understand the intricacies of some parts of the human body. Cloning and all other similar experiments are mere attempts by man to understand the complexities of the human body.


	Astrologer Robert Jastron in his book, the Enchanted Loom, was right when he said "the eye appears to have been designed, no designer of telescope could have done better." In conclusion, he said "it is even harder to accept the evolution of human intelligence as the product of random disruptions in the brain cells of our ancestors."


	Our body and that of other creatures are wonderfully made, and all the parts and their various functions are pointers to the fact that a Master Planner exist who created man and all other things. The theory of evolution is indeed very wrong.


	 


	 


	
Yes! God Exists



	Can man possibly find God by searching? God had to reveal Himself to man. He is the "sole, ultimate authority and controller of all things He cannot be proved therefore, by anything less than Himself. All else can just be a witness to Him knowledge of Him and about Him comes directly from Him"3.The worship of things which men personified as deities or gods such as the sun, the moon, flowers, rocks, water to mention a few and some animals such as snakes, elephants, crocodiles, and cows which some believe carry the soul or spirit of dead persons are mere attempts by men to find the living God.


	 


	 


	God has revealed Himself in the course of history. Some of His activities in the affairs of men and nations are recorded in the Bible. The authority and knowledge with which the Bible reveals facts about the creation of the universe, the past, present and future plans for mankind is proof that the Bible is the word of God and points to it's divine authorship. God exist although he cannot be seen physically. Similarly the fact that we cannot see or hold the air we breathe in does not mean that it is not there. God can be known although he is not physically visible. The spirit world which is indeed controlled by God is sometimes revealed to us in dreams and visions. Some of the things scientists laughed at as untrue they have later discovered to be true and correct. The fact that the Bible reveals an amazing amount of scientific truths that can only be explained by the fact that the Almighty God revealed them is proof that they are the inspired word of God. 


	Prophet Isaiah prophesied that the earth is round before science discovered it was so. He stated in Isaiah 40:22 that "God sits enthroned above the circle of the earth”. How did he know this if God did not reveal it to him, prophet Isaiah was never a scientist?


	Scientists have found out that sand contains elements found in the human body. The assertion that the Lord God formed man from the dust of the earth is true. Genesis 2: 19. Scientists have also found out that there is water in space for God said let there be firmament in the midst of the water and let it divide the water from the water. And God made the firmament and divided the waters which were above the firmament and it was so. Genesis 1 : 6 - 7. The Bible contains scientific facts that scientists only discover later.


	 


	 


	
The Authority of the Bible



	Apart from the above, events in the Bible are proven historical facts and therefore worthy of our belief. The fact that today the world is experiencing the Bible's predictions about our time, again supports the divine authorship of the Bible by the inspiration of the Almighty God. 2 Timothy 3: 1-5 confirming the world's experience today, predicted that "there will be terrible times in the last days. People will be lovers of money, boastful, proud , abusive, disobedient to their parents, ungrateful, unholy, without love, unforgiving, slanderous, without self-control, brutal, not lovers of good, treacherous, rash, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, having a form of godliness but denying its powers"


	The Bible is not just the history book of the Israelites, the Bible reveals the past, present and future of God's control over the affairs of man.


	 


	 


	Demonstration Of God's Power Through Plagues:


	God proved His supremacy and the worthlessness of other gods, when he made a fool of all the idols and scores of gods worshiped in Egypt, a country where idolatry was most widely practiced. The plague that turned the river Nile to blood disgraced the river god. While the three days darkness disgraced the sun god. The gods could not prevent or protect their worshippers from the ten plagues God inflicted on them. Exodus Chapters 7-11.


	The ten plagues were calculated by God to manifest that He and no other god has power and control over the whole universe-human beings, livestock, plants, and all the elements. God is indeed the Supreme Being worthy of our praise. Therefore, although most religions tend to gain acceptance by preaching about morality or good behaviour, God does not approve the worship of other gods and idols, bowing down to the starry hosts, the practice of sorcery. Witchcraft, divination, as well as consultation of mediums and spirit. God declares bluntly in Isaiah 43: 11. "I even I am the Lord and apart from me there is no Savior."


	 


	 


	God is too great to be invoked or reached through mediums or idols. Acts 17: 24-25 states "the God who made the world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth and does not live in temples built by hands. And he is not served by human hands as if he needed anything, because he himself gives all men life and breath and everything else" ...


	"therefore since we are God's offspring we should not think that the divine being is like gold or silver or stone an image made by man's design or skill" Acts 1 7 :29.


	It is evil spirits who take advantage of man's ignorance, to operate through idols, images and mediums. Men are deceived when some of their predictions come true, or when they receive miracles. They forget that the devil, the fallen angel, who is the head of these gods had acquired some powers from God. The gods are actually wicked gods whose sole purpose is to deceive men. I recommend Grant R. Jeffrey's book, The Signature of God, to any reader who wants further proof that the Bible is the inspired word of God.


	 


	 


	God has indeed revealed Himself in the course of history. Darius the Mede having noticed the supremacy of the Almighty God to the other gods, had this to say" ... He is the living God and he endures forever, his kingdom will not be destroyed, his dominion will never end. He rescues and he saves, he performs signs and wonders in the heavens and on the earth" Daniel 6:26-27. King Belshazzar of Babylon had his reign cut short by God. The mysterious inscription on his wall read. "God has numbered the days of your reign and brought it to an end. You have been weighed on the scales and found wanting. Your kingdom is divided and given to the Medes and Persians." Daniel 5 :26. That same night the Babylonian king was slain and his kingdom taken over by Darius the Mede. Other nations like Syria, Samaria, Assyria, Damascus, the Romans bowed to the supremacy of God Almighty. Also various men and women alive today, who have tested and witnessed some of the activities of this great God in their own lives and in the lives of others, realize that He is the Almighty God that controls the whole world.


	Surely king Pharoah had confidence in his gods until he encountered the Almighty God. Test and see that He is the Almighty.


	 


	 


	
Man as a Living Being and the Need for Salvation



	The book of life reveals that God created man. He first created Adam and Eve our ancestral parents, from whom all men descended. It also states that man later fell from grace. He earned God's curse, "death" when he disobeyed God and ate of the fruit of the knowledge of good and evil.


	The forbidden fruit corrupted man's nature. If it would only implant in man, the knowledge and ability to distinguish between good and evil, Satan who does not have man's interest at heart would never have enticed Adam and Eve to eat it. Indeed from the evil portion of that seed, evil principles invaded man's nature.


	When David said "Behold I was shapen in


	iniquity and in sin did my mother conceive me" (Psalm 51 : 5)KJV he rightly meant that the bias to sin was transmitted to us at conception. When God made man he breathed into him the breath of life and man became a living being with a soul and spirit that never dies. This means that man would continue to suffer the consequences of God's curse he earned through disobedience for all eternity; because the soul lives on even after physical death on earth. The word of God states in Isaiah 5 5: 11 "so shall my word be that goes forth out of my mouth it shall not return to me void, but it shall accomplish that which I please and it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it." The word of God has gone forth, man must pay the price, however because of God's mercy, He had to save man from sin and eternal damnation. Man's time on earth is the opportunity God has given him to be saved from eternal damnation. Man will outlive the Sun, man will outlive the stars, because God made man a living soul that never dies, whatever he earns on earth will be forever, be it punishment or joy.


	 


	 


	The fact that the descendants of Noah continued in sin even though, they witnessed how God destroyed the previous generation as a result of sin, certainly points out the necessity for the salvation of mankind. Therefore God promised Abraham that all the peoples of the earth shall be blessed through him (Abraham) Genesis 12 : 3. By this promise God planned to redeem man from his evil tendencies and from death which is the result of his sins. God decided to save the fallen man and to bridge the gap between man and God.
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