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Plus various NEWS REPORTERS, ANCHORS, CORRESPONDENTS, JOURNALISTS, TWEETS, STATUS UPDATES, BLOGGERS, PROTESTERS and other single-line voices to be drawn from the company as needed.









Notes on text and production


While the events of the play are pure fiction, they are presented as if gathered in a verbatim fashion. Rather than rely solely on interviews and audience address, a lot of the material has a ‘found footage’ feel; scenes consisting of clips from television or radio broadcasts, YouTube videos, news bulletins, vlogs, minutes from meetings, voicemail messages, etc. – any scenario where real-world events may have plausibly been recorded. Wherever possible we should be seeing this ‘original’ footage played/projected/incorporated in some way while simultaneously watching its reenactment on stage.


All bold text is sung.


A forward slash (/) indicates an overlap in dialogue where the next character starts speaking.


When the # symbol appears in dialogue, the word ‘hashtag’ is spoken/sung.


Line breaks are there for ease of reading – they can be ignored wherever not helpful.


This ebook was created before the end of rehearsals and so may differ slightly from the play as performed.









ACT ONE


1. Overture: Have You Seen This?


The stage is bare, except for a number of mobile phones on various tables and surfaces. One by one they start to buzz, slowly building a percussive rhythm. Now they begin to bleep and chirp. Gradually, members of the COMPANY enter. Now the noise of their key tones as they write messages are incorporated into the score, along with the whooshes and chimes as these messages are sent and received. Only now do they start to sing, their voices overlapping.


COMPANY. Have you seen this?


Have you seen this?
Have you seen this?
Have you seen this?


Have you seen this?
Fake – totally fake.
Have you seen this?
Don’t believe a word of it


Have you seen this?
Shit – what’s going on?
Have you seen this?
Read this thread by @SuzieCupcake96


Have you seen this?
Shots fired –
Have you seen this?


A search result is heard.


TWEET. Fire sweeps through agricultural site near Dartford


The story is minimised as the COMPANY keeps searching.


COMPANY. Have you seen this?


Shots fired in central London


Another search result.


MAN. Fired up for tonight’s sesh in London town – bring on the shots! #ladsontour


Again, it’s closed.


COMPANY. Have you seen this?


Shots fired!
Witnesses report a shooting in London
Shots fired!
Shooting London


A CELEBRITY emerges from the COMPANY, sending a tweet and taking a selfie.


CELEBRITY. Great to be back shooting in London – one of my all-time favourite cities.


COMPANY. Gunshots. Shots fired. Shooting.


Have you seen this?
Gunshots fired in central London


WOMAN. Who’s letting off fireworks in June? #wankers


ALL. #wankers!


COMPANY. Gunshots in Mayfair


Swear to God that sounded just like gunshots in Mayfair


TWEET. We’ll be live-streaming from the British Media and Entertainment Awards tonight in Mayfair. #BMEAwards


COMPANY. Have you seen this?


Shots fired at the #BMEAwards
Have you seen this?
Ambulances arriving at the #BMEAwards


A series of more official tweets.


TWEET. Delays on the Jubilee line caused by an incident in Mayfair


TWEET. Grosvenor Street is closed due to an incident in Mayfair


TWEET. Adjust your travel plans to avoid an incident in Mayfair


COMPANY. Shit’s going down in Mayfair


All kicking off in Mayfair
What’s going on in Mayfair?


From out of the COMPANY come three NEWS REPORTERS. The speech is now more formal, clipped, official. Underscore continues underneath. NEWS. 1 and 2 are in the studio, NEWS. 3 on the ground, unexpectedly caught up in the action, trying to hold it together.


NEWS. 1. We are receiving breaking news of an incident –
Of a suspected shooting –
In the West End of London.
Eyewitnesses / are reporting –


NEWS. 2. If you’re just joining us, what we currently –
We believe –


At the moment we believe –
We think an attack / may have occurred –


NEWS. 3. You’re joining me, uh, I’m here


At the British Media and Entertainment Awards, Where there, there / seems to have been –


NEWS. 1. Four ambulances / were seen arriving –


NEWS. 2. Four – we’re saying four –


NEWS. 1. At the exclusive Mayfair venue
But it’s unclear at this point / just how many –


NEWS. 3. Um, some kind of, of, I think gunfire –


COMPANY. Have you seen this?


Bloodbath at the #BMEAwards
Have you seen this?
Terror attack at the #BMEAwards


NEWS. 3. You can see where police have…


They’ve cordoned off the whole…


The whole… as you can see…


I’m sorry, John. I’m sorry, / this is –


NEWS. 2. Many of us here of course


Have friends – have friends and colleagues


In attendance at the… / present at the –


NEWS. 1. We don’t yet have any details of…


All we know is that there has been an incident


And we’ll keep you updated / on all of the –


NEWS. 3. I see Cathy! I see Cathy from our –


Lots of… of very, um, of very shaken up, and…


Understandably. A lot of shock. A lot of…


And the police presence, still, as you can see…


COMPANY. Have you seen this?


Panic at the #BMEAwards


NEWS. 1. We’re now being told… I’m hearing three – Three individuals have been admitted to hospital, Others being treated at the scene.


COMPANY. Have you seen this?


Dozens dead at the #BMEAwards


NEWS. 2. Two with minor – with fairly superficial –


The third… No word on the third / individual, as of yet.


NEWS. 3. But we did, um, we did definitely hear shots fired –


What sounded like shots being fired –


COMPANY. Shots fired at the #BMEAwards


NEWS. 3. Most people saying four or five, they think, As the last few guests were / making their way in.


NEWS. 1. No names have currently been released.


They’ll be waiting, of course, until the next-of-kin – Until they’ve made contact with the families.


The COMPANY are googling search terms.


COMPANY. Who’s at the #BMEAwards?


Stars at the #BMEAwards


NEWS. 2. And we’re hearing – we have heard / multiple reports –


NEWS. 3. But a lot of… of confusion, and / no real sense of –


NEWS. 1. But – yes – but we can now confirm


That third victim in the most serious condition is –


The name is revealed. The REPORTERS are reabsorbed as the COMPANY swells forward.


COMPANY. Katie –


Katie –
Katie –
Katie –


Reports that Katie Hopkins has –
Why is Katie Hopkins now trending on – ?
What’s this latest thing with / Katie Hopkins?
Katie Hopkins in the news again
What has Katie Hopkins done this time?


Katie!
Katie!
Katie!
Katie!


Katie Hopkins age
Katie Hopkins family
Katie Hopkins children


Katie Hopkins fight
Katie Hopkins controversy
Katie Hopkins illness


Katie!
Katie!
Katie!
Katie!


Katie Hopkins is a –
Katie Hopkins should be –
Katie Hopkins is no worse than –
I totally agree with / Katie Hopkins
Katie Hopkins is a professional troll
Katie Hopkins doesn’t have a –
Katie Hopkins is playing a game


Katie –
Katie –


Katie Hopkins should know when to –
Katie Hopkins deserves to be –
Katie Hopkins is a monster
Katie Hopkins is a bully
Katie Hopkins is my hero


Should be ignored
Should be knighted
Should be banned from Twitter
Should be left to drown just like the –
Should be free to say whatever she –
Should be prosecuted
Should be made Prime Minister
Should be brought to justice


Why are you all talking about Katie?
Why are we all so obsessed with Katie?
Can we all just stop indulging Katie?
What are all these statuses on Katie?


Katie!
Katie!
Katie!


Number ends.


2. The Hospital Vigil


A news jingle plays as we move from frenetic into sombre.


The slow beep of a heart monitor is incorporated into the score.


A NEWS ANCHOR comes forward.


ANCHOR. Our top story tonight:


Police are describing a shooting in Central London
As a deliberate assassination attempt
On controversial public figure Katie Hopkins.
Hopkins is understood to be under armed police protection
At King’s College Hospital in Camberwell,
Where her condition remains critical.
More updates, of course, as we get them.


The noise of the heart monitor ceases, signifying death. The COMPANY come together and deliver the following in unison.


REPORTERS. Businesswoman, columnist and broadcaster Katie Hopkins


Today died at the age of forty-three,
From injuries sustained last night
At the British Media and Entertainment Awards.
Police are treating this as a murder investigation.
We are expecting a statement from her family later today.


3. In Other News…


One reporter, OWEN, remains on stage. SHAYMA is watching this broadcast, holding a notepad and a TV remote.


OWEN. In other news, the bodies of eleven men and women –


SHAYMA rewinds this moment and replays it.


In other news, the bodies of eleven men and women –


SHAYMA rewinds and replays again.


The bodies of eleven men and women –


SHAYMA rewinds and replays again. This time she lets it play.


Eleven men and women have been recovered


From a static caravan near Dartford in Kent


After a fire swept through the site.


No word yet on whether the cause of the fire appears suspicious.


The investigation continues.


SHAYMA stops the recording. She takes out her phone and makes a call. We hear the voicemail she leaves.


SHAYMA. Elena, hi, it’s Shayma – Shayma Hussaini, calling you back. Look, I’ve just been watching the um, the reports of the fire and it’s just… And you are, are you, you’re one hundred per cent sure your cousin is one of the…? Because they said they hadn’t… Anyway, look, I'm going to try and help in whatever way I can, of course I will. Just… Just hang in there, okay? Okay.


4. Where Were You When?


Lights shift. Six members of the COMPANY join SHAYMA and OWEN on stage. They are KAYLEIGH, a recent graduate, PAM and RICHARD, a couple, BRIAN, retired, NINA, a teacher, KARL, unemployed. There are no gaps here – all voices overlap.


KAYLEIGH. Okay. Um. My name is Kayleigh Harris


I work in the third sector – charity sector.


Where would you like me to start?


(Beat.) Right. Gosh. No, absolutely.


On the night of her death?


Uh. I would’ve been –


PAM. We were –


RICHARD. In Tescos, weren’t we?


SHAYMA. Um, I’m not –


PAM ( correcting RICHARD). Sainsbury’s.


SHAYMA. Not sure.


PAM. We stopped going to Tesco’s after –


RICHARD. Had we?


SHAYMA. Home. I think home. Yeah.


KARL. Just chilling, just on my phone.


BRIAN. Couldn’t say.


KARL. Just scrolling through, and –


OWEN. You never know what’s coming.


NINA. Not until the morning.


Someone in the staffroom was –


OWEN. Every day is always –


KAYLEIGH. I had a text from Brandon.


KARL. Bam!


KAYLEIGH. That’s my boyfriend – was my boyfriend – Brandon.


KARL. It was all, yeah it was mad –


All kicking off like –


BRIAN. If I’m honest – being honest –


I hadn’t really heard of, um –


KAYLEIGH. He does this thing – like a running joke –


Like a sort of… Not really a joke, but –


He’ll text ‘so-and-so equals dead’.


SHAYMA. Because I was off work then. It was –


KAYLEIGH. ‘David Bowie equals dead’


BRIAN. But I did, yes, I vaguely recognised –


KAYLEIGH. ‘Bruce Forsyth equals dead’


NINA. Shocking. Yeah, quite genuinely shocking.


KAYLEIGH. Or ‘Prince Charles equals dead’ –


And you never know if it’s real, so –


OWEN. So first you have to verify it.


KARL. And I’m all just like ‘no way mate.’


SHAYMA. I wasn’t… I can’t very clearly –


KAYLEIGH. I know it’s not – no, it’s not –


It might sound a little –


RICHARD. We had a message from our Shona.


PAM. That’s his sister, Shona –


RICHARD. Yes –


PAM. Sent a message to –


RICHARD. Because she knew we’d want to –


As… Not as fans, but –


PAM. No, not fans, but actually more of –


SHAYMA. Look, there were other…


So I wasn’t very, um, what’s the word?


PAM. Because she said, didn’t she,


What we were all thinking –


What a lot of us were thinking –


BRIAN. But I didn’t give her too much thought, I’m afraid.


SHAYMA. Sad. Not that it wasn’t sad –


OWEN. But quickly – very quickly your brain just…


Things stop being surprising.


Not desensitised as such, but –


NINA. And the kids –


KARL. Mate, come on –


NINA. You don’t know how they’re going to take it –


KARL. Splat! Pow! Gone – just crazy.


SHAYMA. But I had my own…


So I was never going to lose sleep over…


That isn’t what I mean to say, but –


KARL. Cos it takes – yeah it can take, Don’t straight away just…


KAYLEIGH. So I googled it, straight off –


NINA. They aren’t always –


PAM. Admirable –


RICHARD. She always said that –


PAM. Admirable in that, in that sense of –


RICHARD. Admirable.


PAM. To be that person who will –


OWEN. Not expected, but a part of you just goes –


BRIAN. But she wasn’t, uh, very well thought of, was she?


She had, um, quite a reputation –


OWEN. Okay.


KAYLEIGH. And yeah, there it was.


BRIAN. For getting on the wrong side of –


KARL. Cos it’s weird, y’know?


BRIAN. Of, uh, in any number of instances –


OWEN. Which isn’t –


SHAYMA. Because obviously – obviously it was awful.


No question.


NINA. And I remember thinking… I – (Laughs.)


And I shouldn’t say this


No, I don’t think I should say this,


But I remember just thinking


It was a bit like the, um, the Agatha Christie –


BRIAN. People having their noses put out of joint by her.


NINA. Is it – uh – Orient Express?


Where everyone’s done it.


KAYLEIGH. Yeah. Real.


NINA. Because there were so many people –


So many who would, well, y’know –


KARL. Then all these batshit crazy theories, like.


NINA. Would want her dead, I suppose.


I’m sorry. No. That isn’t funny.


I didn’t mean to…


Sorry.


We move into a fully sung moment. Same characters/setting.


5. Say the Unsayable


PAM. Because she said, didn’t she,


What we were all thinking
What a lot of us were thinking
A lot of people were, y’know,
She made you think.


RICHARD. And I’m not – I’m really not


I didn’t agree with
Didn’t always agree with
But even so you always need
A person who will –


Others begin to join in gradually.


OTHERS. Say the unsayable!


PAM. You always need that person who will


OTHERS. Say the unsayable!


RICHARD. Won’t ever make you popular but


OTHERS. Say the unsayable!


PAM. I mean that’s what they paid her for but


ALL. Say the unsayable!


RICHARD. Not just to shock, but actually to –


KAYLEIGH. Because we’re all – we can be


We can be a little
Yeah a lot of times a little
A lot of times we can, y’know
Be kind of harsh
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