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Introduction



Welcome to our fairy garden book! We’re so excited to share our love of making fairy homes and furniture with you.


We’ve always liked working with our hands and being creative, and we also enjoy teaching and working with people. We met volunteering at a summer camp where we were counselors and ran outdoor activities for youth. Being outside and working with others got us into another hobby: lapidary, the art of carving and polishing rocks into wearable jewelry. We liked this hobby so much that we started teaching lapidary classes at a local community center in southern California. While teaching classes at this center, we discovered that there was another popular activity happening in the classroom next to ours—fairy gardening! The community center even had a fairy trail outside. We were intrigued and wanted to know more.


Fast forward a few years, and we got engaged (Andrew proposed under twinkly fairy lights, of course). While we were deep in wedding planning, we decided to make most of the decorations and centerpieces by hand (“DIY,” as it’s commonly referred to). And because we loved the space and it meant a lot to us, we ended up getting married at the center where we taught our classes! We spent hours perusing craft stores and exploring the outdoors to find what we needed for the wedding, and after everything was said and done, there was quite a bit of leftover material— wood, moss, rocks, and fairy lights. That’s when we had the idea that it would be great to start some kind of craft project.


Attracted to the magic of the fairy garden world, we decided to dive in. The beauty of fairy gardening is that it doesn’t have to be perfect. You don’t need to focus too much on miniature scaling or perfect borders. You can get messy. Break a stick while you’re working on a project? No worries, now you’ve got a new shape. Got too much glue on your fairy door? Not a problem, just cover it up with some moss. Fairy gardening is all about freedom and creativity. Find inspiration in this book and other sources, but don’t limit yourself just by the photos you see. Follow our directions, but go off course to make each item your own. Go wild and explore. Take an adventure to your local park or craft store to find unusual and unique items. Your own personal touch is what makes this hobby so magical, and by all means, bring some children along. There is nothing more magical than spending time with children and helping them create their own personal fairy land.


While we started out calling this our hobby, it has evolved into a sustainable source of income that generates over $1,000 a month in Etsy sales. If you’ve picked up this book, you’re probably thinking about building a fairy home, or maybe even your own fairy garden. Maybe you’re looking to start your own business, or you want to gift this book to someone who also cherishes the magic of the fairy world.


We’re so glad you’re here, and we’re excited to share our love of the magical fairy world with you.


Anna-Marie and Andrew Fahmy
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Getting Started



Before you begin, find a suitable space where you can craft and gather all of the materials you will need. Whether you have a craft bin of supplies, a shelf, or an entire room, it doesn’t matter! Find what works best for you, but the great thing about these projects is they require little working space and simple tools and materials, so you can accomplish them anywhere you like.




Materials


One of the best parts about building fairy homes and furniture is the adventure in finding all the materials! We like to use both store-bought materials and materials that we find in nature. Over the next few pages, you’ll learn about different types of materials you can find outside and use, from wood and rocks to nature bits, like acorns and miniature pine cones. You’ll learn about all the scavenging we do at stores, too. We find many of our materials at craft stores and larger chain stores. Wherever you shop or explore, keep your imagination open. You never know what you’ll find and how it can be used!


Wood


Wood is an integral part of building and furnishing fairy homes. We rely on so many different types of wood to build our furniture, doors, homes, and more. We find wood in nature, collecting twigs and other nature bits, but also, we find a lot of our wood at arts and craft stores and even larger chains. Using both natural wood and store-bought wood gives us the flexibility to be creative and think outside the box when building our fairy homes and furniture.


Craft Sticks


Also known as “Popsicle sticks,” craft sticks are so useful for building fairy homes and furniture. Craft sticks are easy to find, are inexpensive, and provide a strong and solid foundation to almost any project. We will use a variety of craft sticks—different sizes, colored, and uncolored—throughout the projects in this book.


Sizes


• Small


• Medium


• Large


Colors


• Uncolored


• Colored


We use both uncolored and colored craft sticks for our projects in this book. Most craft sticks that you’ll find at the store will be uncolored. For these sticks, wood stains work great to color them, and we’ll show you how to do that in the Techniques section (here). You can also easily find sticks at the store that are already colored.
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Twigs


We love using natural sticks and twigs in our projects. Walking around your local park or exploring a new trail is a great way to find all types of twigs for your fairy homes and furniture. We like to have a variety of twigs for different projects.


• Curvy: Curvy twigs are helpful in making fairy homes, and especially when making round fairy doors, as these twigs more easily conform to the shape of the door. Curvy twigs are also great to add some whimsy to a mundane item—why have a straight ladder when you can have a curvy one!


• Straight: Straight twigs are versatile and can be used in almost any project. They’re especially helpful when building structures that call for twigs lined up right next to each other, like the seat of a fairy chair or the roof of a wishing well.


• L-Shaped: Finding twigs that are in a “L” shape is always a great score, meaning that one part of the twig has branched off from the main stem. This kind of shape is especially helpful when making the Fairy Lamp (here) because the stick is already a natural build for a floor lamp!


• Y-Shaped: The more a twig branches off, the more room you have to play with on that twig. Using Y-shaped twigs is best for items like fairy signs, miniature music stands, and bird baths. In this book, we’ll show you how to make a miniature Trail Sign (here). The “Y” shape makes it easy to rest something on, such as a Shrinky Dink sign, on a stick. We also love using miniature birds in our items, and a “Y” shape allows for a perfect bird resting spot.
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Unfinished Wood Slices
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Also known as “tree cookies,” unfinished wood slices can be found in nature, but we don’t usually recommend that—you’d need a saw in order to cut wood slices off a log! A much easier way to get wood slices is at a craft store or online. Wood slices are useful for making fairy projects, especially for fairy doors. We like to use these slices as porches for our fairy doors to rest on. Wood slices are also useful as stands and you can drill holes to put sticks inside, like for making a welcome sign. We’ll use various sizes of wood slices— small, medium, large, round, and oblong—in the projects in this book.


Balsa Sheets & Craft Wood


You can find balsa wood at your local craft store or even large retail stores. We like to use balsa wood when making fairy furniture because it’s thicker and wider than a craft stick, so it’s useful to serve as a platform or shelf. Also, if you’ll be drilling or carving holes in wood, balsa is quite soft and easy to work with.
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Square Pegs & Connectors


We find these small square pegs and connectors at our local craft store. You can create endless projects with these pieces; in this book, we’ll show you how to make a Fairy Desk (here) using them.


Rocks


Just like wood, rocks are an incredibly important part of building fairy furniture. You can find rocks in nature, at craft stores, at home improvement stores, or even at retail stores. For our projects, you’ll be using various sizes of rocks: rocks as small as ¼" (0.6 cm) and as large as 1½" (3.8 cm) in diameter. We always recommend using unpolished (or rough) rocks when building fairy homes and furniture. Rough rocks will adhere much more easily to glue than polished rocks. We also use various colors of rocks throughout our projects. For doorknobs on fairy doors, we love to use smooth, black pebbles. You’ll also find that it’s helpful to use rocks that have at least one smooth surface. When building our Secret Staircase House (here), for example, we find that it’s easy to glue the rocks to the craft sticks using a flat side of the rock.
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