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Introduction





“I will strengthen them in the LORD, and in His name they will walk,” declares the LORD.


ZECHARIAH 10:12 NASB


My strength was sapped, and I could barely put one foot in front of the other. In my physical and emotional pain, as I searched the Scriptures for solace, the sweet Holy Spirit whispered his reassurance: I am with you. Wait on me, and I will renew your strength. Boom! Yes, of course, I had spiritually veered off course and needed my GPS (God Provides Strength) to direct me back into his comfort, care, and wisdom. Each day as I read the Scriptures, I can lean into the Lord, who rejuvenates my tired faith and infuses me with emotional energy and physical stamina.


The Lord is our strength for the journey of life. Fatigue and discouragement assault us like a bandit on a deserted dirt road. Life is constantly swinging its bruising punches. Before long, we can become beaten down with no energy to continue. We know in our head we are children of the King, but our heart feels no royal resilience.


Weariness is an opportunity for the Lord to strengthen you. He uses his people to energize and encourage one another. We are all needy, and it is just a matter of time before we learn how to receive our strength from him. The Lord wraps his strength around the gift of a prayer warrior—someone who storms heaven on your behalf.


Do not let life’s disappointments exclude you from the Lord’s strength. Work will get you down. People will let you down. Failure will knock you down. Like me, your greatest fears may wake you up in the middle of the night in a cold sweat. If so, fight fear of the world with fear of God. Let him strengthen you as he fortifies your faith in him.


He strengthens your soul in daily quietness with his beloved son, Jesus. His whisper of affirmation to you, his beloved child, motivates you to walk with him. It is all about learning to trust in him instead of striving for him. This total trust replenishes your soul like an ice-cold sports drink to a cyclist ascending the tallest mountain. The Holy Spirit gives life and endurance, especially as life’s troubles exhaust your hope.


When you received Christ, you received his strength. Strength already resides within you because he is available to you. Your Savior has infinite supernatural resources. You cannot go to your heavenly Father for encouragement too many times. Walk in his name and be energized by his fame. The sweet, humble Holy Spirit infuses you with strength, so be strong in the Lord. Model the early church’s method of strengthening one another and being encouraged by the Spirit.


The daily writings in this book are only an appetizer to move you into the main course of abiding in Christ: in his Word, in his love, in his joy, and in his strength. Make sure you reflect on the prayer at the end of each daily devotion. As you wait on the Lord, he will renew your strength.


They who wait for the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles; they shall run and not be weary; they shall walk and not faint.


ISAIAH 40:31 ESV


Heavenly Father, in your presence I find strength. Grant me the courage to face challenges with faith and perseverance. Fill my heart with your love so that I may reflect it to others. Guide my steps, O Lord, and empower me with your Spirit to overcome every obstacle. Help me to trust in your plans and know that your ways are higher than mine. Strengthen me, Lord, in times of weakness, and remind me of your unfailing promises. May your grace sustain me through every trial and may your peace reign in my heart. In Jesus’ name. Amen.


Leaning into the Lord’s strength,


Boyd Bailey
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JANUARY 1


What Is Wisdom?





The LORD gives wisdom, and from his mouth come knowledge and understanding.


PROVERBS 2:6 ISV


Wisdom isn’t just knowledge. It is knowing how to use the knowledge that we have. Our goal as Christians is not to become overwhelmed by decisions but instead to discern what is true and then use that truth to decide what God wants us to do. We must internalize and apply to our lives the knowledge the Holy Spirit has imparted to us. Otherwise, we will be fools, no matter how much knowledge we have on the surface. Fools lack the humility to admit that, without God, they know nothing. Wisdom must be wrapped in humility. Like a surgeon wielding a scalpel, proper use of knowledge repairs, heals, and solicits hope.


Like Proverbs 2:6 says, wisdom is a gift from God for the wise use of knowledge and understanding. This wise use of knowledge begins with knowing God and learning what it means to fear, love, and obey the Lord. God, in his wisdom, has given us the Scriptures to learn and discover his heart. This is where you receive wisdom. With a humble heart, read his Word every day so you can get to know him better and discern his plan for your life. Receive God’s gift of wisdom, then give it away by loving and serving others. Stay humble and grow wise.


If any of you lacks wisdom, you should ask God, who gives generously to all.


JAMES 1:5


Lord, I thank you for the gift of wisdom that, in your grace, you have bestowed upon me. Grant me the discernment to walk in your ways, the insight to understand your will, and the courage to follow you faithfully. May your wisdom guide my thoughts, words, and actions every day. Amen.


Related Readings: Proverbs 1:7–8; 4:1–11; 1 Corinthians 1:18–30





 








JANUARY 2


Strength and Peace





The LORD gives strength to his people; the LORD blesses his people with peace.


PSALM 29:11


God gives strength and peace to those surrendered to him. The benefits of being a dedicated believer in Jesus Christ include heaven’s infinite resources. Sin sucks life from the soul and replaces it with fear, while faith brings calm and sustains our energy. Man’s methods may offer a false sense of security, but God gives eternal security. Strength in the Lord replaces worry with hope; it’s what gets us through demanding days. Because God possesses you, he gives you exactly what you need. Your ongoing strength and peace are by-products of belonging to Christ.


How can we access Christ’s calm and mighty power? What is a wise route to take to continually experience the Almighty’s blessings? When we daily die to self and come alive to Christ, we position ourselves to be empowered by the Holy Spirit. So strength and peace come from giving in to God, not giving up on God. As we surrender to our Savior Jesus, we win. Indeed, it’s when we confess our weaknesses that we become strong. Thus, thank him for his help. And prayerfully look around you for others whom you can help to find strength and peace in God.


Saul’s son Jonathan went to David at Horesh and helped him find strength in God.


1 SAMUEL 23:16


Lord God, grant me strength and peace from you. Help me to trust in your power to overcome challenges and your presence to bring calm to my soul. May your strength sustain me and your peace guard my heart, enabling me to face each day with confidence in you. Amen.


Related Readings: 2 Samuel 22:30; 1 Chronicles 12:18; Luke 7:16; Hebrews 6:10





 








JANUARY 3


Christ Is Wisdom





We preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.


1 CORINTHIANS 1:23–24


Christ is the wisdom of God, so to know him is to know and understand godly wisdom. The life of Jesus illustrates wisdom for us while his teaching educates us in wisdom. It’s in relationship with God the Son that Christians are able to grow in godly wisdom. Only in Christ can we find the source of wise counsel. Like pure water bubbles from the crevice of a remote mountain rock, so God’s living water of truth flows from the heart of Jesus.


Because wisdom starts with Jesus, it’s necessary to first enter into a personal relationship with Christ. The Holy Scriptures declare that our Savior is looking to love all those who come to him in faith and repentance. Salvation in Jesus Christ is the first step to receiving his wisdom. Fear of God leads to faith in God, and that faith can access the wisdom of God. So have you placed your faith in Jesus Christ? If so, you are very wise.


Continue in what you have learned and have become convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, and how from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.


2 TIMOTHY 3:14–15


Lord Jesus Christ, source of all wisdom, guide my heart and mind with your divine light. Grant me the insight to discern your will and the courage to follow it faithfully. In your wisdom, may I find strength, peace, and eternal salvation. Amen.


Related Readings: Romans 16:27; 1 Corinthians 1:30; Ephesians 1:17; Colossians 1:28





 








JANUARY 4


Pride’s Downfall





After Uzziah became powerful, his pride led to his downfall. He was unfaithful to the LORD his God, and entered the temple of the LORD to burn incense on the altar of incense.


2 CHRONICLES 26:16


Lust for power is as insidious as it sounds. It is a dysfunctional drive that demands blind loyalty while offering nothing in return. Power-hungry leaders are insensitive and shortsighted as they take whatever means necessary to accomplish their egocentric ends. They become entangled in their own web of desire for control. When taken too far, the leader may even manipulate the people around him for his own purposes.


If we are seeking more power, we may also have a built-in arrogance that we need to confront with honesty, humility, and truth. Moreover, it is unnatural for the spiritually–minded to need power. They should give it away to avoid greedily wanting more. The devil used the promise of power to tempt Christ; however, Jesus knew that Satan’s temptation was a ploy to appeal to Jesus’ pride (Matthew 4:8–10).


True power does not come from anything with worldly intent. Instead, you will find power in persistent prayer and honest trust in God. Be generous by sharing the power of your position and influence, and in return, God can trust you to receive his wonderous heavenly power.


“All those who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those who humble themselves will be exalted.”


LUKE 14:11


God, guard my heart against the snare of pride. Help me embrace humility and recognize my dependence on you. May pride’s downfall serve as a reminder to me of your sovereignty and grace. Keep me grounded in your truth so that I may walk humbly in your sight. Amen.


Related Readings: Psalm 10:4; Proverbs 8:13; 11:12; Isaiah 2:11–17





 








JANUARY 5


Wisdom Is Learned





The proverbs of Solomon son of David, king of Israel: for gaining wisdom and instruction; for understanding words of insight; for receiving instruction in prudent behavior, doing what is right and just and fair.


PROVERBS 1:1–3


We aren’t just given wisdom automatically. We have to learn to become wise, seeking after it all the days of our life. Those who excel in becoming wise do so because they have learned how to educate themselves in the ways of wisdom. They read the Bible and other faithful writings that define wisdom. As we walk through the world, we will face many different messages from lots of different places. The only way to discern what is true is to lean into God’s wisdom and ask God to tell us what is right and good.


For true wisdom to be meaningful, it must grow in a teachable and humble heart. A seed cannot grow on the surface of dry, hard soil. In the same way, seeds of wisdom bring life and insight only to a cultivated heart watered by heaven’s righteous rain. Lifetime learners understand the need to continually seek wisdom. There is no greater goal we can have than to receive the wisdom of God.


Blessed are those who find wisdom, those who gain understanding, for she is more profitable than silver and yields better returns than gold.


PROVERBS 3:13–14


Lord, grant me the wisdom to recognize the brevity of life. Teach me to value each day as a gift from you. Help me use my time wisely and to focus on what truly matters. Guide me in cultivating a heart of wisdom that seeks your will in all things. Amen.


Related Readings: Proverbs 11:2; Jeremiah 49:7; Luke 2:52; Ephesians 1:8





 








JANUARY 6


The Comforter





The Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, whom the Father will send in my name, he shall teach you all things.


JOHN 14:26 KJV


Even while facing death, Jesus still comforted his friends by promising them the gift of the Comforter: the Holy Spirit. The Father sent the Holy Spirit in Jesus’ name to teach, remind, help, advocate, convict, guide, reveal, and, yes, to comfort. Comfort from the Comforter can take a variety of forms, but one of the most important gifts the Comforter brings is peace. Remember the intimate encounter of Jesus just after he rose from the dead, when he found his disciples hiding in a home? Then the Lord’s breath of the Spirit covered them with peace.


Sorrow and fear may seem terrible, but beneath these awful feelings is joy waiting to be brought out by the loving, safe space of the God of all comfort. Like Job’s friends, sometimes our friends either don’t understand or do not have the spiritual tools to tend to our hurting hearts. Only the consolation of Christ can comfort us. So be still. Allow the Spirit to know you, and he will soothe your soul. When you find yourself weary, you can rest in the presence of the one who is always attentive to your needs, wants, and hurts. Intimacy has its interludes of uncertainty, so trust and linger in the arms of love as the Holy Spirit’s hugs are healing. Comfort is the Spirit’s role to heal and restore broken relationships.


Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our tribulation.


2 CORINTHIANS 1:3–4 NKJV


Heavenly Father, in my moments of sorrow and distress, may your Holy Spirit be my solace and strength. Wrap me in your comforting embrace and soothe every ache and fear. Let your peace flood my heart and mind, reminding me of your unfailing love. Amen.


Related Readings: Psalm 121:1–2; Jeremiah 29:11; Isaiah 40:1–5; John 16:33





 








JANUARY 7


Wise Relationships





Blessed is the one who does not walk in step with the wicked or stand in the way that sinners take or sit in the company of mockers.


PSALM 1:1


As we go through this life, we will have many different relationships with many different people. And not all relationships are equal. Some people we will meet only once, while with other people we will share our heart and soul. When we decide to spend the rest of our life with someone, we must be careful whom we choose.


To appraise something or someone is to assign value based on worth. As we discern the relationships God wants us to have, we must do a relational appraisal. The people we spend time with will influence us. Are your relationships drawing you toward God or away from him? If you are spending your time only with people drawing you away from God, you may not have the support and the strength to stand up to the devil’s attacks. Wisely appraise your relationships so you can live the best life God wants you to live with the people around you as you encourage each other toward him.


Do not be misled: “Bad company corrupts good character.”


1 CORINTHIANS 15:33


Father, grant me wisdom in my relationships so that I may choose companions who honor you. Help me cultivate friendships that uplift my spirit, inspire my soul, and reflect your love and truth. May our bonds be rooted in faith, mutual respect, and a shared commitment to glorify you in all we do. Amen.


Related Readings: Genesis 24:3–4; Psalm 24:3–5; 1 Corinthians 3:16–17; Ephesians 6:1–3





 








JANUARY 8


Truth or Lies





Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life.”


JOHN 14:6


Truth flows from Jesus, and lies flow from the devil. So truth tellers side with the Lord, and liars side with Satan. With whom do we align? Liars focus only on the short term. They are afraid they will lose something if they tell the truth. But when other people discover the lies, liars will lose something even more important: their friends’ respect and God’s trust. Their character will always be stained with dishonesty. Better to lose a little with honesty than a lot with lies.


The devil is an expert in getting us to lie. When we aren’t in the habit of listening to God and speaking his truth, Satan can slip into our minds and convince us that the short-term results of lying are better than the consequences of the truth. But Satan is the ultimate liar, and the truth will always be better. Keep hold of your tongue and only tell the truth, even when it hurts.


If we claim to have fellowship with him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live out the truth.


1 JOHN 1:6


Heavenly Father, help me discern truth from deceit, light from darkness. Let your Word illuminate my path and guide me to righteousness. Strengthen my heart to resist the temptations of falsehood and empower me to walk in your truth for your glory.
 Amen.


Related Readings: Proverbs 12:17; Jeremiah 9:3; Romans 1:25; 1 John 2:21





 








JANUARY 9


Real Net Worth





He chose us in him before the creation of the world to be holy and blameless in his sight. In love he predestined us for adoption to sonship through Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will.


EPHESIANS 1:4–5


Our financial net worth need not define who we are; if it does, we will become fickle, fearful, and faithless, enslaved to economic security. But our worth is not wrapped around anything here on earth. For followers of Jesus, what he believes about us defines us. We can find our worth in the wonder of his grace, his unconditional love, and his gift of eternal life.


Money does not make the man; man makes the money. But most importantly, our master Jesus Christ makes us. The fingerprints of God are forever etched on our body, soul, and spirit. He bought us, so he owns us through the blood of his Son, Jesus. Our born-again birth certificate reads “Christian.” We are highly valued in heaven.


Therefore, define your net worth by the things Jesus deems valuable. In him, you are rich indeed. Count your many blessings, not your coins, and you will become content. You are of high net worth if Christ in you is your hope of glory. Your real net worth is his eternal riches.


You know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich, yet for your sake he became poor, so that you through his poverty might become rich.


2 CORINTHIANS 8:9


Lord, I treasure the riches I have found in knowing Christ. Help me to grow in intimacy with him, to delight in his presence, and to discover the depth of his love. May his grace transform me, his truth guide me, and his peace sustain me as I journey with him. Amen.


Related Readings: Ephesians 1:11–14; Hebrews 10:22–23; 11:26; 1 Timothy 4:8





 








JANUARY 10


The Lord’s Requirements





He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the LORD require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to walk humbly with your God.


MICAH 6:8


God has expectations for his children. Justice, mercy, and humility are three of his requirements. These are not electives for the student of God’s Word but are three virtuous attributes that God requires. Furthermore, the Lord does not ask his followers to behave in any fashion that he does not consistently model for them. He acts justly, he loves mercy, and he walks humbly. His justice is sure, right, and fair. His mercy is fresh, deep, and everlasting. His humility is authentic, tranquil, and service-oriented. Jesus came to earth from heaven to give us a picture of God’s glory.


Since you are a Christ follower, he is your life, and as you walk with him, that realization becomes more apparent. You become like the one with whom you walk. You cannot walk with God and stay the same. When you walk with the Lord, you begin to grow in justice, mercy, and humility. Walk with God and become transformed into the image of his Son, Jesus.


Those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers and sisters.


ROMANS 8:29


Dear God, guide me as I walk in justice, mercy, and humility with you. Grant me the strength to seek justice, the compassion to show mercy, and the humility to walk humbly in your ways. Amen.


Related Readings: Genesis 5:22–24; Joshua 22:5; Luke 24:1–35; 1 John 1:7





 








JANUARY 11


Raising Daughters





Charm is deceitful, and beauty is vain, but a woman who fears the LORD is to be praised.


PROVERBS 31:30 ESV


Raising daughters requires God’s grace, loving patience, and wisdom. Daughters are special gifts from God, and they need their fathers to show them how to live a life worthy of the Lord. Dads must be available to provide for, protect, and care for their girls. Be there for your daughters. Let them come to you when they need your help, and keep your arms open wide in acceptance and grace. Show them what a man of God is meant to look like so that when they meet other men, they know how a man should treat them.


Furthermore, help your daughters find their identity in Christ and not in the culture. You have a special role as their earthly father to teach them what their heavenly Father is like. Society will tell them they must look and act a certain way to be accepted, but a godly father teaches his daughters that acceptance comes from being daughters of King Jesus. Jesus loves them unconditionally, for he is the one who created them. Emulate Christ in this and love your daughters just as they are, teaching and training them in Christ even when they are grown.


I have no greater joy than to hear that my children are walking in the truth.


3 JOHN 1:4


Lord, guide me in raising my daughters with wisdom, love, and grace. Help me to nurture their spirit, instill in them values of kindness and integrity, and empower them to embrace their unique gifts. Grant me strength to be a beacon of faith, guiding them in your light every step of their journey. Amen.


Related Readings: Ruth 2:22–23; Esther 2:15–18; Proverbs 22:6; Ephesians 6:1–4





 








JANUARY 12


Raising Sons





Listen, my son, to your father’s instruction and do not forsake your mother’s teaching.


PROVERBS 1:8


Raising sons requires intentionality from their parents. A wise father has a plan to teach his sons how to make God-honoring choices and to lead like Jesus. Young men need good examples of godly men in their lives, so live how Jesus requires godly men to live. Show your sons how to be strong men of God and tell them why this is important. Encourage them to ask questions and look to the Bible for answers.


Sons need life preparation in how to become Christians, how to pray, and how to study the Bible. Take them through the book of John so they can learn about Jesus, the book of Ephesians so they can grasp grace, and the book of Proverbs so they can embrace wisdom. Teach them to treat women as beautiful daughters of God and to be gracious and forgiving to people who have hurt them. Even when they are adults, continue to model this type of living and encourage them to always keep learning and growing. Boys who grow up fearing God are prepared to persevere through all challenges of life and will become strong Christian leaders and good examples to those around them.


Listen to your father, who gave you life, and do not despise your mother when she is old. Buy the truth and do not sell it—wisdom, instruction and insight as well.


PROVERBS 23:22–23


Dear God, as a parent with sons, grant me wisdom to guide them with love and discipline. Help me instill values of kindness, courage, and faith in their hearts. May they be compassionate, strong, and righteous men, following your path and making a positive impact on the world. Amen.


Related Readings: Proverbs 23:15–16; 31:2; Philippians 2:22; James 2:21





 








JANUARY 13


Refusing Comparison





Israel loved Joseph more than any of his other sons, because he had been born to him in his old age; and he made an ornate robe for him. When his brothers saw that their father loved him more than any of them, they hated him and could not speak a kind word to him.


GENESIS 37:3–4


Do you outwardly favor one of your children over another? Have you used a phrase like, “I wish you were more like your sister; she always gets an A on her tests”? If so, you are in danger of creating an environment that fosters rivalry among your children. Children are not meant to live up to a sibling’s standard.


Conversely, when you put too many burdens on one child’s shoulders, they may sink under the weight of those burdens. Instead, just love your children the way they are. This will create beautiful relationships between your children, and they will love you for it. This is the model that God sets for us as our Father. He does not compare us to anyone else. Instead, he just loves us the way we are. Refuse comparison and teach your children that they are all beloved children of the King.


I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.


ROMANS 8:38–39


Lord, help me love each of my children equally, embracing their unique gifts and challenges. Grant me the wisdom to understand their individual needs and to guide them with patience and compassion. May I cherish the differences that make them special and nurture their souls to thrive in your love. Amen.


Related Readings: Job 42:11; Luke 14:26; Acts 13:45; 2 Corinthians 12:20





 








JANUARY 14


God Is Good





The LORD is good, a refuge in times of trouble. He cares for those who trust in him.


NAHUM 1:7


God is good. He is good all the time, even when circumstances are difficult. Do not think that God wishes ill for you just because you are facing something hard. Instead, focus on how you can turn to God, and he will bring you through your challenge. His goodness is a refuge in times of trouble, so find security in his arms. No good thing we can do will exceed God’s goodness. Our righteousness is but a reflection of his because apart from the Lord, there is only evil. His goodness is a foundation for all good things here on earth.


Therefore, when Christ dwells in you, your faith allows his kindness to flourish within you. It is one of the wonders of grace. Good works without faith in God are only temporary and will soon be forgotten. But good works motivated by the goodness of God last forever. Instead of being motivated to do good by earthly desires, you will be motivated out of a deep love for the Lord. Thank God for his kindness to us, that he cares for us and shares his goodness with us.


I say to the LORD, “You are my Lord; apart from you I have no good thing.”


PSALM 16:2


Almighty Father, I come before you in humble gratitude, acknowledging your boundless goodness. You are my rock, my refuge, and my strength. Your unwavering love sustains me through trials, and your grace fills me with hope. Thank you, Lord, for your infinite goodness. Amen.


Related Readings: Luke 16:25; Hebrews 6:4–6; 2 Thessalonians 1:11; Titus 1:15





 








JANUARY 15


Stay in Process





I planted the seed, Apollos watered it, but God has been making it grow. So neither the one who plants nor the one who waters is anything, but only God, who makes things grow.


1 CORINTHIANS 3:6–7


Are you struggling to stay in the process? It may be the relationship process, for example, if you and your wife are having trouble communicating or are facing difficulties in your relationship. Perhaps you feel trapped in the process of a job search as a promising door opens and then closes just as quickly. Perhaps you have prayed for years for the salvation of a loved one, and they seem further away from the Lord than when you first started petitioning for their soul.


Be patient, for we can’t know God’s timing. He has something great planned, but you must trust that he will bring it to fruition. God purifies our heart and gets our attention so that we can go deeper with him through the journey; it doesn’t happen suddenly. It’s difficult to wait in the process, but this is where we must utterly depend on Jesus and lean on him for strength. Let go of control and give yourself up to him.


Since the day we heard about you, we have not stopped praying for you. We continually ask God to fill you with the knowledge of his will through all the wisdom and understanding that the Spirit gives, so that you may live a life worthy of the Lord.


COLOSSIANS 1:9–10


Lord, guide me to embrace your process of growth with faith, patience, and humility. Keep me steadfast in your Word, grounded in prayer, and open to your refining work as I journey with Jesus toward spiritual maturity. Amen.


Related Readings: Jeremiah 29:4–6; Proverbs 25:4–5; Matthew 13:23; James 1:2–4





 








JANUARY 16


Wise Mentoring





My true son in the faith.


1 TIMOTHY 1:2


Most young people yearn for someone to invest time and wisdom in their life. They know deep in their heart they need help to face life’s challenges. When a young person has someone to go to for answers, it is easier for them to handle their problems. They simply do not have as much life experience, so they need wise and loving instruction. Who in your circle of influence can you care for? It may be a son or daughter, a young colleague at work, or a friend from church. God places people in our lives for a purpose. Look for where you can prayerfully pursue a mentor relationship with a teachable young person. They can learn from your mistakes as much as or more than from your wise choices.


Mentors don’t need to be perfect. They are simply wiser from failure and humbled by success. Look around and ask the Lord to lead you to a young person who may be heading in the wrong direction. Mentors take time for others because they are eternally grateful for those who took time for them. Gratitude to God is a great reason to go the extra mile with someone younger. I recommend reading a book together and then meeting over coffee to discuss how the book challenged your thinking or behavior. The mentoring process provides accountability, encouragement, and love for both the mentor and the mentee. Mentor young people so they follow the right path and, in turn, can help someone else do the same.


Urge the younger men to be self-controlled.


TITUS 2:6 ESV


Lord, make me a vessel of your wisdom and grace as I mentor others. Help me lead by example, speak truth in love, and guide with humility. May my guidance reflect your light and nurture hearts to grow in faith and glorify you. Amen.


Related Readings: Job 32:6; Psalm 119:9; Matthew 28:20; Titus 2:1–8





 








JANUARY 17


Worldly Criticism





“Woe to you when everyone speaks well of you, for that is how their ancestors treated the false prophets.”


LUKE 6:26


Authentic teachers and preachers of the Bible will have some who disagree with them and even dismiss their proclamations of truth. If a spokesperson for the Lord is not criticized by some, we might be right to worry that they are watering down God’s Word. Churches are not created to make everyone feel good but to lead them to holy living and faith in Christ.


Furthermore, how the messenger delivers the message is important— not with a holier-than-thou disposition but in a spirit of compassion and humble boldness. Followers of Jesus are not out to intentionally offend and attack those who embrace untruth or a worldly way of living. However, we are instructed to speak the truth in love and trust God with how people will respond. Has someone unfairly criticized your stand on marriage? Do some of your family members think you are strange because of the way you raise your children in Christ? If so, do not be ashamed that some do not speak well of you; sometimes people know us best by who speaks against us.


Do not be ashamed of the testimony about our Lord or of me his prisoner. Rather, join with me in suffering for the gospel, by the power of God.


2 TIMOTHY 1:8


Dear God, grant me the strength to accept criticism with grace and humility. Help me understand that through feedback, I grow. Guide me to respond with kindness and an open heart, knowing that in every critique lies an opportunity for improvement. Amen.


Related Readings: 2 Chronicles 6:34–35; Jeremiah 14:14; Matthew 7:15; 1 Peter 4:2–4





 








JANUARY 18


Look for the Good





“Do good to those who hate you.”


MATTHEW 5:44 NKJV


There will always be someone who doesn’t like something about you. How you talk or look may cause another to look down on you as less educated or, in contrast, think that you are a snob because of your higher education. Your skin color, where you grew up, where you work, and your religious or political affiliations may cause others to put you on their bad list without ever really getting to know you. Unless we intentionally tear down walls of prejudice and build relational bridges over our differences, these wounds will fester. Look for the good in others, and you will find good.


Our heavenly Father loves each one of us unconditionally, so we should look for and find goodness in one another. If we are only looking for faults, we will only find faults, with no room for grace and forgiveness. But when we look at people the way that God sees them, we can relate to them out of love and kindness. Start with a respectful tone of voice, calming body language, and a teachable spirit. When you disagree with someone, bring out the good points in their argument while humbly explaining your position. God sends the sun and rain to bless both those who are right with him and those who are not right with him. Follow God’s example by being the light of love and the rain of respect so that goodness can take root and flourish in everyone you meet.


In humility value others above yourselves.


PHILIPPIANS 2:3


Dear God, grant me the grace to see the good in others even when it’s hard. Help me to look beyond flaws and mistakes and to embrace the beauty within each soul. Guide me to treat everyone with kindness, understanding, and respect. Amen.


Related Readings: John 3:16–17; 1 Corinthians 13:4–7; 1 Peter 4:8





 








JANUARY 19


Courage Calls Out Injustice





Elijah went before the people and said, “How long will you waver between two opinions? If the LORD is God, follow him; but if Baal is God, follow him.” But the people said nothing.


1 KINGS 18:21


Elijah boldly faced Ahab, the brazen oppressor of God’s people. Yet wisely, the prophet of God first asked the people of God to speak up for their faith, but the people said nothing. Why didn’t the Lord’s people say something or, even better, do something? Christ gives us the courage to boldly speak out against injustice.


The Lord used the late Desmond Tutu, a servant of Christ, to stem racism globally and locally in South Africa. Tutu stated clearly what taking a stand for justice looks like. “If you are neutral in situations of injustice, you have chosen the side of the oppressor,” Bishop Tutu once said. “If an elephant has its foot on the tail of a mouse and you say that you are neutral, the mouse will not appreciate your neutrality.”1 A man surrendered to Christ calls on the Lord and calls out injustice.


At the time of sacrifice, the prophet Elijah stepped forward and prayed: “LORD, the God of Abraham, Isaac and Israel, let it be known today that you are God in Israel.”


1 KINGS 18:36


Grant me, O Lord, the courage to speak truth in the face of injustice and to stand firm when others remain silent. May my voice be a beacon of hope, shining light in darkness and igniting change where there is wrong. Strengthen my resolve to fight for justice with unwavering conviction. Amen.


Related Readings: Psalm 27:1; Philippians 1:14; Hebrews 4:16





 








JANUARY 20


Life Is Precious





You created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb. I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I know that full well.


PSALM 139:13–14


Why would parents travel hundreds of miles to be at the bedside of their daughter or daughter-in-law as she delivers their grandbaby? When an infant enters the room in their mother’s arms, why do people stop, stare, and adore the little one? Because life means something. It is a gift from God that reminds humans of his glory and goodness.


When we look at a newborn’s feet, we see the faithfulness of our heavenly Father. When we hold a baby’s hand and count those tiny fingers, we feel the comfort of the Holy Spirit. And when we look deep into an infant’s innocent eyes, we see the love of our Lord Jesus Christ reminding us of his infinite existence. God’s glory glows through his divine handiwork.


Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me. Yet you desired faithfulness even in the womb; you taught me wisdom in that secret place.


PSALM 51:5–6


Heavenly Father, I come before you and acknowledge the precious gift of life you’ve bestowed upon me. Help me cherish each moment and honor the sanctity of life in all its forms. Guide me to protect and uphold the dignity of every individual, for we are fearfully and wonderfully made in your image. Amen.


Related Readings: Psalm 71:6; Isaiah 49:4–6; Jeremiah 1:5; Galatians 1:14–16





 








JANUARY 21


Friend of God





The scripture was fulfilled that says, “Abraham believed God, and it was credited to him as righteousness,” and he was called Gods friend.


JAMES 2:23


What does it mean to be a friend of God? It’s like a son who becomes an adult and begins to relate to their dad as a friend but still treats them with honor and respect. So it is with your heavenly Father. In the infant stages of faith, you cannot fathom friendship with the Almighty until you mature in your faith and learn to submit to God, trust in God, obey God, fear God, and love God and people.


Once we relate to our heavenly Father in holy surrender, dependence, and belief, we are in a position to appreciate him as a friend. But this friend relationship cannot bypass his lordship in our lives. To become friends with God, we must first travel down the path of perseverance, brokenness, and character development. Friendship comes with a history of faithful service to Jesus, not with a flippant attitude but with one of awe. Jesus extends friendship to his faithful disciples.


“I no longer call you servants, because a servant does not know his master’s business. Instead, I have called you friends, for everything that I learned from my Father I have made known to you.”


JOHN 15:15


Lord, guide me on the path I need to take to be a true friend of yours. Grant me the strength to follow your teachings and love others as you love me. Let your light shine through me and illuminate the way for others to find solace and companionship in your divine presence. Amen.


Related Readings: Exodus 33:11; 2 Chronicles 20:7; Luke 5:20, 34; 12:4–5





 








JANUARY 22


Share God Stories





When [Paul and Barnabas] came to Jerusalem, they were welcomed by the church and the apostles and elders, to whom they reported everything God had done through them.


ACTS 15:4


Can a follower of Jesus keep secret the great works God does in and through them? Or are they compelled to communicate Christ’s faithfulness, forgiveness, healing, answered prayers, and salvation stories? A life surrendered to the Lord cannot contain its joy and gratitude to God. God waits for us to openly share his works for his glory.


Under the influence of God’s grace, a man will glow. Discerning Christians look at a soul captivated by Christ, and they know that person has been with Jesus. So we must humbly tell others how the Lord is meeting our needs and providing for us beyond anything we could imagine. When you have surrendered your life to the Lord, your soul will long to share God’s faithfulness with others so they can experience his joy as well.


Since my youth, God, you have taught me, and to this day I declare your marvelous deeds.


PSALM 71:17


Heavenly Father, I praise your name in awe of your unwavering faithfulness. Thank you for being my steadfast anchor in life’s storms. May my lips overflow with testimonies of your goodness, spreading your love to all. Grant me the courage to share your faithfulness with the world. Amen.


Related Readings: Job 37:5; Psalm 86:10; Matthew 21:42; Acts 15:12





 








JANUARY 23


Faithful Living





We live by faith, not by sight.


2 CORINTHIANS 5:7


Faithful living is living that is focused on God. It is the road less traveled. Even for believers in Jesus Christ, faithful living is not always easy. Why settle for anything less? If we limit ourselves to our efforts, our logic, and our physical senses, then we are not trusting that God is leading our lives. He is calling us beyond the honeymoon stage of Christianity to a truly mature faith. A faith that thinks only of the past is stunted and dying. When faith is alive, it focuses on God’s vision for the future. It is caught up in the possibilities of today with no fear of tomorrow.


Faithful living enjoys God’s ability to create. For example, since God created relationships in the first place, he can create beautiful relationships in our lives today. By faith, we can trust God to lead us to just the right people: people we can serve and people who can join us to accomplish God’s will. When we live by faith, we simply answer yes when God asks. Trust that God has great plans for your life, for all you need to do to experience his wondrous majesty is to faithfully accept his control.


“Have faith in God,” Jesus answered. “Truly I tell you, if anyone says to this mountain, ‘Go, throw yourself into the sea,’ and does not doubt in their heart but believes that what they say will happen, it will be done for them. Therefore I tell you, whatever you ask for in prayer, believe that you have received it, and it will be yours.”


MARK 11:22–24


Lord, guide my steps as I walk by faith, not by sight. Strengthen my spirit to trust in your provision even when the path is unclear. Help me surrender my worries and fears, knowing that you hold my future in your hands. May your will be done in all I do. Amen.


Related Readings: Habakkuk 2:4; Romans 1:17; Galatians 2:20; 3:11; Hebrews 10:38





 








JANUARY 24


Disconnect to Reconnect





After leaving them, [Jesus] went up on a mountainside to pray.


MARK 6:46


Is your life busy and hurried? If so, consider coming away with Christ in quiet communion. When we have neglected our souls, we need to sit in God’s presence to renew ourselves. Like the body needs food, water, and sleep, so the soul needs Scripture, prayer, and rest. Disconnection from distractions allows for connection with Christ. Be still and know God in deep intimacy.


Stillness positions us to see the Lord with eyes of faith. He longs to love his children with unlimited and unconditional love. A heart loved by heaven cannot help but love others on earth. When your heavenly Father holds you in his warm embrace, you can serve others with care and compassion. When we take time to be present with God, we will learn to be present with others and grow our relationships with them. Disconnecting from activities and meaningfully connecting with Christ and people requires trust. Faith facilitates intimacy, so trust God and disconnect from the world to reconnect with him.


He says, “Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth.”


PSALM 46:10


Dear Lord, in your presence, I find peace and guidance. Grant me strength to face each day, wisdom to choose love over fear, and compassion to serve those around me. Fill my heart with your grace and let your light guide my path. Thank you for your endless love and mercy. Amen.


Related Readings: Psalm 28:7; 37:4–6; Matthew 4:1–17; Acts 14:23





 








JANUARY 25


Direction from God





When Pharaoh let the people go, God did not lead them on the road through the Philistine country, though that was shorter. For God said, “If they face war, they might change their minds and return to Egypt.” So God led the people around by the desert road toward the Red Sea.


EXODUS 13:17–18


The Lord’s path for his people is not always a straight line from point A to point B. In his wisdom, he may send us through the wilderness before we arrive at the promised land. He knows preparation precedes the blessing of the destination. When the Lord’s will is a nonlinear route, we may begin to doubt him and wonder why he has led us through a desert experience. He desires that we learn to trust in him along the way to where he wants us to go.


If life were effortless, we could easily take credit for our success and grow demanding and proud rather than grateful and humble. Thank the Lord that he has you in a process that requires intense prayer and faith. He knows what’s best to grow your faith so that you are able to handle his blessings.


Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.


PROVERBS 3:5–6


Heavenly Father, guide me in your wisdom and light. Teach me to hear your voice, to discern your will, and to follow your path with faith and courage. Grant me strength to trust in your direction, knowing you will lead me to righteousness and peace. In your love, I find my way. Amen.


Related Readings: Proverbs 12:28; Isaiah 55:8–9; 64:5; Jeremiah 32:19; Hebrews 3:8





 








JANUARY 26


Famous Father





LORD, I have heard of your fame; I stand in awe of your deeds, LORD. Repeat them in our day, in our time make them known; in wrath remember mercy.


HABAKKUK 3:2


Many people are famous, but God is more famous than any of them could ever hope to be. His fame is from everlasting to everlasting. He is famous now, he was famous in the past, and he will be famous in the future. No one person or event is more famous than God. God’s name is inscribed on the heavenly walk of his stars for all of humanity to look up and see.


His fame stretches from universe to universe. Its expanse is from galaxy to galaxy. No number of light years can capture the fame of God. He is beyond time. The fame of the Lord God Almighty covers the earth; it races from sea to shining sea. He is on center stage as Creator, Savior, and Lord. God is our heavenly hero, so as you minister at home, work, and church, serve in the background and display trust and love for the Lord as the hero of your life. Daily offer your life as a living sacrifice to your Creator in worship and praise to him.


“I will set a sign among them, and I will send some of those who survive to the nations—to Tarshish, to the Libyans and Lydians (famous as archers), to Tubal and Greece, and to the distant islands that have not heard of my fame or seen my glory. They will proclaim my glory among the nations.”


ISAIAH 66:19


Heavenly Father, I rejoice in your magnificent glory and unending fame. Your greatness astounds me and fills my heart with awe. I praise your mighty deeds and the splendor of your kingdom. Your love and grace shine brightly, guiding me. Thank you for your enduring presence and eternal majesty. Amen.


Related Readings: Joshua 9:9; 1 Kings 10:1; Ruth 4:14





 








JANUARY 27


God’s Favor





When his master saw that the LORD was with him and that the LORD gave him success in everything he did, Joseph found favor in his eyes and became his attendant. Potiphar put him in charge of his household, and he entrusted to his care everything he owned.


GENESIS 39:3–4


The Lord’s favor rests on those followers who remain faithful to him. It is humbling to know that God extends wisdom and grace to those who seek him. Even if you are separated from your loved ones on earth, the Lord is nearby to impart his calming presence. Rest assured that Jesus helps those who submit to his will.


Moreover, favor with God leads to favor with man. Heart connections on earth take place when you have made a heart connection in heaven. God says that when you can be trusted with little, you can be trusted with much, and other people will recognize this as well. You may not receive a high earthly position like Joseph, but you can still work hard and receive favor in every area of your life, from work to home. Bless others and trust in God’s provisions, staying faithful in your responsibilities as a servant leader.


“Whoever can be trusted with very little can also be trusted with much, and whoever is dishonest with very little will also be dishonest with much.”


LUKE 16:10


Dear Lord, I humbly seek your divine favor in my life. Guide my steps, bless my endeavors, and surround me with your grace. May your lovingkindness shine upon me, open doors, and create opportunities for me that align with your will. Strengthen my faith and fill my heart with gratitude and peace. Amen.


Related Readings: 1 Chronicles 28:19; Isaiah 62:3; Luke 1:66; 1 John 2:8–10





 








JANUARY 28


Lead in God’s Name





“Do you refuse to speak to me?” Pilate said. “Don’t you realize I have power either to free you or to crucify you?” Jesus answered, “You would have no power over me if it were not given to you from above.”


JOHN 19:10–11


A God-blessed nation is built around leaders who understand their roles as wise stewards. Whether you are a politician in the government, a manager in your company, or simply the leader of your family, you must set a standard of following God’s laws instead of making decisions based only on your own knowledge. The Lord sets people in positions of leadership so they can fulfill his agenda on earth.


Leadership is a stewardship given by God. This is true on a micro level in the home and on a macro level in the government. We all answer to almighty God. It is through the fear of the Lord and respect for his commands that leaders become great. Be intentional when leading and pray for other leaders in our country and the rest of the world. God has given you power, and you must use it for his good name.


I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for all people—for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in all godliness and holiness.


1 TIMOTHY 2:1–2


Dear Lord, I humbly come before you, asking for wisdom, guidance, and integrity for our government leaders and those in authority. Grant them the strength to act justly, love mercy, and walk humbly with you. May their decisions reflect your will and promote peace and prosperity for all. Amen.


Related Readings: Exodus 3:19–20; Psalm 21:1–7; Acts 13:21–22; 1 Peter 2:13–17





 








JANUARY 29


Support Weary Servants





When Moses’ hands grew tired, they took a stone and put it under him and he sat on it. Aaron and Hur held his hands up—one on one side, one on the other—so that his hands remained steady till sunset.


EXODUS 17:12


When people grow tired, they need the support of their friends. We all know what it feels like to be weary, whether physically or mentally. Do you know someone who is overwhelmingly tired? Remember a time when you struggled with weariness and think about who helped you through that time. How can you help someone else who is feeling weary today?


Fatigue doesn’t only weaken our minds and bodies; it can also weaken our faith. It’s so easy to forget to focus on God when you are faltering from exhaustion. When you notice someone near you struggling in this way, offer them encouragement. It may be the lifeline that reminds them to reach out to the Lord for his help. Well-timed encouragement is eternal medicine for a suffering soul. Each day brings new trials and tribulations. Come alongside your friends, offer your unwavering support, and remind them of God’s love for them. In return, when you are struggling, do not forget to reach out for their help as well.


He died for us so that, whether we are awake or asleep, we may live together with him. Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing.


1 THESSALONIANS 5:10–11


Dear Lord, grant me the strength to support those in need, embodying your love and compassion. May I be a pillar of encouragement, offering solace and assistance, reflecting your light in their darkest moments. Empower me to uplift spirits, spread kindness, and be a beacon of hope and resilience. Amen.


Related Readings: Romans 11:18; 2 Corinthians 13:11; 1 Thessalonians 4:18; Hebrews 3:13





 








JANUARY 30


Inspect What’s Expected





Moses inspected the work and saw that they had done it just as the LORD had commanded. So Moses blessed them.


EXODUS 39:43


Excellent work requires regular inspection. We all do better when others are watching, especially when it’s the Lord and those we respect. Work is an expression of the worker, so it’s imperative that the work is intentional and completed with integrity. If we don’t let others watch what we do, then we miss out on much-needed accountability.


Do you have clarity about what’s expected of you in your role at work? If not, seek out your supervisor, confirm his or her expectations, and make sure they align with your understanding. Like members of a sports team, you want to make sure you are both playing the same game and executing the same plays. The Lord calls us to do good work and to do it well. Even if you are struggling to communicate your work to your boss and your coworkers or even if they don’t seem to notice your work, God will. Do everything for the Lord, whether big or small, and he will reward you in heaven.


Be sure you know the condition of your flocks, give careful attention to your herds.


PROVERBS 27:23


Dear Lord, grant me the wisdom to offer loving accountability to those around me. Help me guide with compassion, speak the truth in love, and inspire growth without judgment. May my actions reflect your grace, fostering trust and mutual respect. Keep me accountable, God, and let me be a vessel of your transformative love by holding others accountable in kindness. Amen.


Related Readings: Colossians 3:17; Luke 16:1–14; Hebrews 2:1; 1 Peter 4:10





 








JANUARY 31


God’s Priorities





This is what the LORD Almighty says: “Give careful thought to your ways.”


HAGGAI 1:5


When we live according to God’s priorities, we cast aside our own thoughts and think only of what God deems necessary and important. He deserves our very best. Followers of Christ are honored to give the Lord the firstfruits of everything we have, not the leftovers. Giving our firstfruits means Jesus receives the best of everything about us. We give him the best of our time, money, and efforts. We are called to define our priorities as God defines them and then plan our actions, goals, and life choices around these priorities.


When we don’t intentionally live out God’s priorities, we will succumb to the wishes of the world. We will no longer stand up to sin but instead may fall into whatever comes our way. This may take less thinking and praying, but it is no way to honor the Lord. Priority living asks the question, Am I defining priorities as God defines priorities, and am I living these out for his glory? Once you define God’s priorities, you must do your best to execute them for his glory. This requires prayer. Align your heart with God’s by talking to him daily and then trusting him with everything you have. Ask him what his priorities for you are and place those priorities foremost in your life.


“Seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as well.”


MATTHEW 6:33


Dear Lord, guide me to live by your divine priorities, aligning my heart and actions with your will. Help me to cherish love, kindness, and humility, and teach me to seek your kingdom first. Grant me the wisdom to discern what truly matters and the strength to embrace your path. In Jesus’ name. Amen.


Related Readings: Psalm 86:12; Matthew 7:12; Philippians 4:8; 1 Peter 2:12





1 Gary Younge, “Archbishop Desmond Tutu: The Secrets of a Peacemaker,” The Guardian, May 22, 2009, https://www.theguardian.com.
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