

[image: image]




BUYING AND
MAINTAINING A


126 S-CLASS
MERCEDES






[image: image]







[image: image]







BUYING AND
MAINTAINING A


126 S-CLASS
MERCEDES


NIK GREENE


[image: image]


THE CROWOOD PRESS




First published in 2017 by


The Crowood Press Ltd


Ramsbury, Marlborough


Wiltshire SN8 2HR


www.crowood.com


This e-book first published in 2017


© Nicholas Greene 2017


All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic or mechanical, including photocopy, recording, or any information storage and retrieval system, without permission in writing from the publishers.


British Library Cataloguing-in-Publication Data


A catalogue record for this book is available from the British Library.


ISBN 978 1 78500 245 8


Disclaimer


Safety is of the utmost importance in every aspect of an automotive workshop. The practical procedures and the tools and equipment used in automotive workshops are potentially dangerous. Tools should used in strict accordance with the manufacturer’s recommended procedures and current health and safety regulations. The author and publisher cannot accept responsibility for any accident or injury caused by following the advice given in this book.
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INTRODUCTIONS


As a youngster my fascination for beautiful cars was always a bit askew when compared to my peers. While they were generally more interested in 0 to 60 figures and top speeds, I always felt much more comfortable immersing myself in a car’s design, history and function; this inevitably led to me dismantling things to see how they worked. Back in those days, car parts were not as readily available as they are today, so we used to have to trawl greasy scrapyards, where vehicles were often stacked four high, to find, clean and rebuild parts that were better than the ones we already had.


As the years rolled by, even though I had no kind of formal engineering qualifications I built up the courage to tackle anything, dismantling, restoring and recommissioning all sorts of cars, from V12 Jaguars to Citroen 2CVs.
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Meet Brunhilde, my 1990 560SE.





This has nothing directly to do with the Mercedes 126, except that it might help to explain my approach in writing this book. Apart from a brief affair with a buy-to-sell 280TE, my first real Mercedes was in the guise of the G-Wagen, which I have owned now for fifteen years. My first 126 came along by complete accident, when I was not even looking for one. A dear friend lost her father and did not have the heart to sell his big Mercedes, which remained untouched on the driveway for eight years. I hate to see a majestic car going to rack and ruin for no reason and I did ask my friend more than once to sell it to me. One day out of the blue, she called me to say that they needed the driveway again. The scrap man had offered them £300 and if I could match the price, the car was mine – as long as I could move it in four days. I did not need to be told twice.


That Mercedes was an Astral Silver 420SE and, even though it had only 90,000 miles on the clock, it needed completely recommissioning just to get it back on the road. The project turned into a six-year running restoration to get it perfect and that was the beginning of my love affair with the 126 S-Class Mercedes. Having bought, restored and recommissioned four examples to date, I now own the rarest model of all; the short-wheelbase 560SE, of which only 1252 were made, on special order.


For many years, I have wittered on about there being too few books or TV programmes for the real classic-car enthusiast. There is always a place for a glossy coffee-table car book – I have shelves full of them – but ownership of a classic car is about more than just a line of immaculate examples at a show. The real value comes from what it takes to get cars into that condition. The true passion lies with the person standing in front of the shiny car on display, who has most likely given blood, sweat and tears to get it there.


Some people buy a car because they love the look and style of it, but they may have no interest in maintaining it themselves. However, I am assuming that the reader of this book has some inclination towards a deeper understanding of one of the finest Mercedes ever built. I have nothing at all against using mechanics or garages; I have a ‘go-to guy’ who is not only marque-trained but also an old-school engineer, and he is invaluable. The main problem for me is that commercial enterprises are often limited by time constraints and profit margins, which will dictate what they do and when they need to move on to the next job. This may be fine for a daily runner and for general mechanical repair, but a classic car needs something different.


I have endeavoured not to sound pretentious in this book and wish only to share my own enthusiasm as well as the benefit of my forty years’ experience of classic-car ownership, ten years of which have been around the 126 S-Class. Hopefully, the reader will gain some insight as to what to expect, but he or she must be aware that this is not an official workshop manual; it is an informal manual based on nothing more than my own meandering experience. It cannot cover everything, as space is limited, but it should give you plenty of information about the little things (and some of the big things) that you will need to know when buying, owning and maintaining one of the world’s greatest-ever vehicles.




SAFETY FIRST


For want of a bolt the bracket was lost;


For want of a bracket the pipe was lost;


For want of the pipe the brakes were lost;


For the failure of the brakes a life was lost…


All for the want of a bolt in a bracket.


The original quote referred to nails and horseshoes, but the principles are the same: there is more to safety than just being safe. Safety is about having the right frame of mind, attitude, and awareness and, even more importantly, self-awareness. Accidents do happen but they are usually the result of a subtle accumulation of circumstances that, with a bit of thought and care, could have been avoided.


GENERAL POINTS


There are a number of points to consider before you start working on your vehicle:




	Never drop your guard: it is very easy to get lazy and slapdash when you get used to your surroundings and tools; remaining alert and sharp will limit any potential for accidents.


	A ‘that-will-do’ attitude has no place in a garage: there is only one way to do a job and that is the right way.


	Take your time and never rush a job to finish it: working on a car will nearly always take you longer than you estimate, so do not try to squeeze the work in between other deadlines. Remember the old adage, ‘More haste less speed’. Rushing a job is probably the number-one cause of accidents.


	Be self-aware: trips, falls and spills happen when you bumble about without thought, so remain observant and methodical at all times.


	Be methodical and be prepared: think about the tools you need and have a couple of pots handy for nuts, bolts and parts.


	Be tidy and orderly: find a clean spot and prepare a convenient work area. Set out your equipment, laying out the tools you need so that they are easily reachable.


	A workshop is no place for alcohol: leave it at home or in the man cave.


	Use eye protection: have a clean pair of eye protectors readily available. If they are packed away in a box or a drawer somewhere, you might not bother to pick them up when you need them. Hang them from the bench grinder so that you cannot use it without moving them.


	Wear gloves and/or barrier creams: mechanics’ gloves are popular now due to advancements in fine strong mesh materials. Have a box of Nitrile and rubber gloves for the wet jobs; they not only keep oil from ingraining but also protect from chemical toxins.


	Keep loose clothing and long hair tucked away: running engines, power tools or machines such as grinders and wire wheels will easily trap anything loose, with dangerous outcomes.


	Remove all jewellery: not only loose necklaces or bracelets, but also rings.


	Always use the correct tool for the job: never force a tool to fit or use a loose-fitting tool. Slipping with an ill-fitting screwdriver in your hand carries a surprising amount of force.


	Get someone to check on you at regular intervals: let people know what you are up to if you plan to do something that you recognize as potentially hazardous.





GENERAL HAZARDS




	Scalding/burning: coolant, engine oil, exhaust manifolds, engines, brakes, metal burs, nut and bolts can all burn you badly.


	Crushing: always have something to support heavy objects you are removing – a starter motor can knock you out, a gearbox can break bones. Never get under a car that is being supported only by a jack. Never support a vehicle on blocks or bricks, which can crumble or roll over.


	Fire: fuel leaks and spills are bad, but it is the volatile vapour that is the most dangerous; it can be easily ignited by a spark from something as simple as a heater igniter or a spark from a battery terminal. Electrical overloads may creep along wires and ignite something flammable. The propellant used in aerosols can ignite in a flash with the smallest of sparks in a confined space. Always keep a fire extinguisher near by.


	Electric shocks: an ignition high-tension circuit can be dangerous for someone with heart problems or a pacemaker. All electrically powered tools should have a breaker (RCD). Dropping a heavy object on to a cable could cut it or at the very least expose wiring.


	Fumes: battery fumes can be explosive and breathing in fumes from paint thinner can be very quickly disorienting. Carbon monoxide is a silent killer; never run a vehicle in an enclosed garage. Petrol fumes are heavier than air and will sink to the floor or down a pit.


	Poisonous and irritant substances: battery acid will burn as bad, if not worse than fire, vehicle fluids can be an irritant with prolonged use, Strong cleaners and paint thinners can cause skin problems.


	Air bags: take care when removing items with air bags attached, as they can cause injury if they go off inadvertently.





WORKING SAFELY UNDER A CAR


Follow these tips and stay safe when working under a vehicle:




	Park the vehicle on a hard level surface such as a concrete driveway.


	Before you raise the vehicle, chock the unlifted wheels and engage the handbrake/parking brake.


	Refer to the car’s workshop manual to locate the lifting point to position the jack under the vehicle. If the incorrect lifting point is used, the jack could slip or tip.


	Watch carefully while raising the vehicle. Check that the lift plate of the trolley jack is sitting squarely on the point you are lifting.


	A trolley jack does not lift vertically, but in an arc. Make sure the jack is able to roll slightly to allow for the change of angle as the vehicle is raised, otherwise you will be trying to drag the car sideways.


	If you are planning on working under a vehicle, always use support stands or ramps. When using support stands, ensure you locate the correct position for them before slowly lowering the jack so the vehicle is resting on the stands. Ensure the vehicle is secure on the stands before getting under it.


	Never work under a car on the street or in a car park.


	Never allow a person or pet to remain in the vehicle while it is being jacked.


	Never exceed the weight capacity of the jack.







TIP: If you are removing a road wheel to work on a car, slide it under the chassis rail. It keeps it out of the way but could also save you if the car becomes unstable on its jack or stands.







PART I


INTRODUCING THE 126 S-CLASS


Although there have been ‘S’ classifications for Mercedes cars since the early 1950s, the first official flagship Sonderklasse – the German term for ‘special class’ – was officially introduced as late as 1972, with the 116.


The 126 premiered at the Internationale Automobil-Ausstellung (International Motor Show, or IAA) in Frankfurt in September 1979 with an initial line-up of eight models: the 280S, 280SE, 280SEL, 380SE, 380SEL, 500SE and the 500SEL, and a diesel version 300SD for the US/Canada only.


Generally, the term ‘126’ has been used throughout the book, even though the car has become widely known as the W126. For the sake of accuracy, though, it is necessary to distinguish between the models. The standard-wheelbase or ‘SE’ model was so named by abbreviating the German words Sonderklasse Einspritzmotor for petrol-injected engines; ‘SD’ indicated the diesel version. The factory codename of these cars was W126. The long-wheelbase models – the ‘SEL’ (for Sonderklasse Einspritzmotor-Lang) and ‘SDL’ (diesel) – were codenamed V126. In 1981, a two-door sports coupé version C126 (Sport Einspritzmotor-Coupé, or SEC) was premiered at the IAA.


Four years after the introduction of the first generation of 126 models the range was further reworked and presented at the IAA in Frankfurt. There had been visual changes to the bumpers, side covers and alloys, but more significant were the engine variants that were now offered. Two newly constructed six-cylinder engines and two reworked V8s were added, and other engines were further upgraded. The 260 had the new Mercedes M103 2.6-litre straight-six engine and a new 3.0-litre petrol engine was also introduced. The 420 (4.2-litre) replaced the 380 3.8-litre V8 engine. The 500 remained and an upgraded 560 with a sportier 5.6-litre V8 engine joined the family.


The 126 S-Class was replaced by the 140 in 1991, although a satellite factory in South Africa is known to have continued production until late 1992.


PRODUCTION NUMBERS


It is easy to imagine a small-volume manufacturer creating a car that turns into an instant classic but it is more complicated for a mass producer. Thankfully Mercedes Daimler have, for the most part, built models that are considered ‘special’ and, as such, do become sought after, even if they take their time to achieve that reputation. One way to keep ahead of the game is to know the numbers.


Overall, the 126 S-Class achieved a sales total of 892,126 units, made up of 818,066 saloons and 74,060 coupés. The following tables provide a breakdown of total production numbers by the year and model, separating Generation 1 and 2, remembering, of course, that the 500SE, SEL and SEC were the only 126s produced for both generations.


Mercedes Daimler wanted to end production of the 126 in 1988 and introduce the 140 model S-Class at around the same time, but a number of issues – officially described as ‘budget and patent delays’ – led to a two-year extension for the car. It was not until 27 August 1991, after twelve years of production, that the last 126 rolled off the Sindelfingen production line; it was a coupé version with VIN 610819.


The last saloon version, an SEL with VIN 605721, had already rolled off the line four months previously, in the first week of April. It was immediately put aside as a museum piece and remains at the factory museum, occasionally being used as a promotional vehicle.




Mercedes 126 Generation 1
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Mercedes 126 Generation 2
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MERCEDES 126 SALES POSITIONS


The following table gives the overall sales position and the percentage relating to all 126s sold. It is interesting to note the following:




	The W126 took 55 per cent of the total 126 market, with 490,905 vehicles.


	The V126 took 36.6 per cent of the total 126 market with 327,161 vehicles.


	The C126 took 8.3 per cent of the total 126 market with 74,060 vehicles.
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There were a few minor differences to the full production numbers. One noticeable difference was a lack of rounded rub strips on the front and rear bumpers.





Production started with what was known as a ‘pre-production series’ set of vehicles. These were generally test, show, press and showroom models to ‘pre-empt’ full production. They are much sought-after cars among the die-hard 126 fans and quite rare now.


There were a total of 1,590 ‘pre-production’ vehicles built, across the models, as shown in the table above. It is always nice to know where a particular vehicle fits in the model line and with most limited-number manufacturers it is possible to follow model numbers via vehicle identification numbers (VIN). Although this initially applied to the 126, the system changed around the end of 1982/beginning of 1983, making it impossible to know now exactly where each vehicle fits.


The first two years of production saw a model-relevant consecutive VIN system, which equated to the first 281,192 cars. It was relatively simple: all VINs started with WDB126 and model number, then the last six numbers started at 000001 for each model. Once they reached the number listed as the ‘Last VIN’, the numbering system changed so that the numbers increased with all 126 vehicles built, and were not model-related. Following the ‘Last VIN before change’ list, all subsequent 126 vehicles produced followed a total production number thereafter. For example, a 500SEC Coupé might be numbered WDB126 044 1A 555555 and if the next vehicle on the build line was a 280SE it would be WDB126 022 1A 555556. Unfortunately, this only gives a total 126 build between numbers.


This is evident with the ‘Last of the line’ in the previous section. The SEL was 605721 and the SEC was 610819. This means that the factory produced 5,098 126 units of all models between this time.




Mercedes 126 Sales Positions
















	Position Number

	Model

	Percentage of Sales






	1

	280SE

	15.02






	2

	300SE

	12.03






	3

	300SD

	9.32






	4

	560SEL

	8.41






	5

	420SEL

	8.30






	6

	500SEL

	8.15






	7

	380SE

	6.53






	8

	280S

	4.82






	9

	300SEL

	4.59






	10

	500SE

	3.75






	11

	500SEC

	3.38






	12

	560SEC

	3.24






	13

	380SEL

	3.03






	14

	260SE

	2.34






	15

	280SEL

	2.32






	16

	420SE

	1.57






	17

	300SDL

	1.55






	18

	380SEC

	1.26






	19

	420SEC

	0.41






	20

	350SDL

	0.33






	21

	350SD

	0.23






	22

	560SE

	0.14












Production Identification




	280S – 408 units


	280SE – 812 units


	280SEL – 1 unit


	380SE – 217 units


	380SEL – 1 unit


	500SE – 149 units


	500SEL – 2 units


	300SD – 1 unit





Total – 1,590 units





PRODUCTION CHANGES


Like any manufacturer, Mercedes constantly developed and evolved its models, and this applied to the 126. Many of the important changes are listed below, by date and, where possible, in relation to the vehicle identification number. Note: the non-model-related VIN did not start until late 1983 so it is impossible to give a more accurate breakdown before this date.


When attempting to find the nearest build date for a particular 126, it is important to remember that, even though revisions were implemented across the vehicle range from the date or VIN shown, that vehicle may have had the revised part added at some point in its past. For the sake of accuracy, it is important to use accumulated data, not just one item change.


(Note: SA = Special Equipment order only)


09/1979–World premiere of the W126 series at the 48th IAA in Frankfurt.


01/1980–Start of the main series (after pre-series) at the Sindelfingen plant.


[Only 42 vehicles a day were being produced at this early stage.]


02/1980–The vacuum pump was moved from the engine compartment to the spare-wheel well to avoid it being affected by the heat from the engine.


03/1980–The bumpers were amended by adding front and rear rub strips.


04/1980–Start of main production of the SEL models.


12/1980–SA Airbag for driver and front passenger and seatbelt tensioners were made available as a special equipment order.


07/1981–SA Air conditioning was now activated via a switch and electronically controlled (previously manual dial); a recirculation switch was added.


07/1981–Interior temperature sensor moved to the instrument panel in the roof frame trim installed to improve control and performance.


08/1981–Steering gearbox upgraded for automatic play compensation.


09/1981–Introduction of the so-called ‘Mercedes energy concept’ for all models, a programme aimed at reducing fuel consumption and harmful emissions. In addition to an increase in compression, the list of improvements included camshafts with modified valve timing, air-bathed injection valves and electronic idle-speed control. Camshafts with modified valve timing enabled maximum torque to be achieved at a lower engine speed and, in the case of the 3.8-litre engine, torque was increased.


09/1981–Ceiling light, now with delay on exit control.


10/1981–Coupé models in 380 and 500 form were released.


11/1981–Surface heat exchanger added below the windscreen in the storage area to prevent snow and ice build-up.


09/1982–Fuel-level warning light illuminates immediately when the ignition is switched on.


07/1983–SA Seat heating upgraded to feature automatic shut-off.


08/1983–New Hirschman Auto EL 6000 Automatic Antenna, which was lighter in weight, and better gearing for less wear and tear on electronic motor.


09/1983–SA Burl Walnut available as option.


01/1984–Assignment of road springs and rubber seating pad bearing is calculated and constructed on a points system.


04/1984–SA Trip computer available for the V8 models all other models from 08/1984 – SA Trip computer available for all other models.


08/1984–SA Coupé front seats and coupé-style rear sculptured singles available for the SEL.


08/1984–SA Introduction of electric seat adjustment with two memory seat positions, now also includes electric headrest adjustment from VIN A 094293.


09/1984–Seatbelt tensioners for both front seats as standard (indicated by the ‘RS’ on the buckle tongue) from VIN A 094293.


09/1984–SA New orthopaedic backrest adjustment by means of electrically driven vacuum pump and adjusting the seat from VIN A 094293.


09/1984–SA Headlight wiper and washer with larger wipers and integral spray nozzle (as Gen 2) from VIN A 096820.


09/1984–SA Heated outside door mirror glass available.


02/1985–Bonnet latches and grille slightly amended to accommodate safety bonnet tongue latch similar to that of the 123 and 124 models from VIN A 134098.


09/1985 Introduction of the 2nd series, from A 186069.


09/1985–New electrically adjustable steering column available for all models.


11/1985–New, lighter airbag unit in steering wheel, more visually integrated to the wheel shape.


12/1985–58D controller terminal upgraded, to improve switch illumination.


04/1986–SA New seat switches now in more modern design similar to that of the 124 model, and new storage tray below the ashtray from VIN A 243517.


04/1986–Fanfare horn switch no longer positioned at the top of the centre console, but below ashtray similar to that of the 124 model from VIN A 243517.


06/1986–Central locking, electronic supply pump improved to respond more quickly and more quietly from VIN A 252372.


07/1986–Spare tyre mounted the other way around, now with a removable tray (as W124) from VIN A 268602.


08/1986–Introduction SA HPF II (Hydropneumatische Federung) self-levelling system with automatic lowering of the body by 24mm above about 120km/h and operating controls for adjusting the shock absorber hardness from VIN A 281436.


08/1986–SA EDW (factory-fitted alarm system) with improved tow-away protection from VIN A 284611.


09/1986–Introduction of ASR traction control for the V8 and ASD for the six-cylinder models from VIN A 288303.


09/1986–New surge protection relay from VIN A 288303.


11/1986–Amended stereo system with more space for larger speakers (better surround sound) from VIN A 296642.


12/1986–ABS standard on all models (previously only V8 models) from A 309743.


01/1987–New cruise-control unit with coding for each vehicle type (unification) from VIN A 311370.


03/1987–SA EDW (factory-fitted alarm system) and elimination of towing protection.


03/1987–Fault diagnosis by duty cycle now in the KE control unit.


03/1987–Revised fuel tank swirl pot with integrated separation chamber and fumes separation, thereby eliminating splashing noises from fuel tank from VIN A 327880.


05/1987–Elimination of vacuum tank for the headlight levelling, new setting switch with incorporated shut-off valve from VIN A 338234.


05/1987–Additional security for the terminal 58D (not for trip computer) in the left instrument cluster.


06/1987–Fuel injectors made of brass with Viton seals (M103 engine).


07/1987–Electric rear shade available as SA.


08/1987–More compact pre-tensioners with about 80mm shorter tube.


09/1987–Introduction of the up-rated V8 engine with anti-knock control.


09/1987–New instrument cluster with modified control of the tank reserve indicator to stop light flicker when cornering from VIN A 350465.


09/1987–Central vent, climate control flap receives new bar clamps from VIN A 354453


09/1987–Icon switches for sliding-lifting roof illuminated from VIN A 357231.


09/1987–Completely new airbag system (SA) with improved electronics and triggering algorithm, recognizable by the SRS logo on the airbag; SA passenger airbag is now available from VIN A 363212.


09/1987–Heated washer nozzles now standard (SA code 875; only for LHD) and new heated windscreen-washer nozzles (PTC-resistor is replaced by a fixed resistor), as well as additional panels for windscreen-washer jets on the inside of the bonnet from VIN A 363212.


09/1987–SA Air conditioning revised, now with microprocessor control and electronic recirculation switch from VIN A 363799.


09/1987–SA Heated seats, only one controller for both front seats from VIN A 368215.


09/1987–SA New sound system available.


10/1987–Chrome rings for the door lock pins changed into black plastic rings from VIN A 388633.


02/1988–Comfort control relay for electric windows and seat adjustment: performance of the diode is increased from 1 to 3 amperes.


03/1988–Amending the toolbar to the right in the instrument cluster for SA airbag, instead of RS now SRS (Safety Restraint System) from VIN h07304.


03/1988–HT lead set improved with soldered terminals improving resistance to moisture.


07/1988–Improved sound insulation, including special foam pieces around the rear speakers in the rear shelf glued into place as well as the shelf base being covered in sound-proofing material. Extra panels added to seal cable insertion slots in the rear wall and C post. Water drain hoses from the sunroof now sealed in the C post with foam. Fire-proof sound-dampening fleece (20mm) lain loose over the fuel tank and into the C post areas also between the rear seat wall and tank partition


09/1988–New model type 560SE is introduced as SA only.


09/1988–Softer damping adjustment of the shock absorbers on front and rear with revised adjustment of base score in the spring selection from VIN A 428209.


09/1988–Ruffled solid pockets replace cargo-style nets on the seat backs as standard from VIN A 428659.


09/1988–Installation of a heated exterior mirror passenger side (both mirrors now connected with a single cable set) from VIN A 430736.


09/1988–Boot lights can be deactivated via switch from VIN A 434459.


09/1988–Wiring for anti-theft alarm system (ATA) now integrated from VIN A 434548.


09/1988–Revised wiring loom set for the exit (puddle) lights changed from VIN A 434549.


09/1988–New seat-heater control unit to control power increase due to introduction of soft leather from A 439287.


09/1988–Amended resistance arrangement for the front passenger seat airbag (R32) from A 439844.


09/1988–Improved standard equipment: four electric windows, steering wheel and gearshift lever in leather, folding armrest, Head restraints in the rear and outside temperature display from VIN A 440401.


09/1988–Soft leather available.


09/1988–Introduction of twelve colours (instead of four) for the bumpers and side planking.


10/1988–New supply pump of the central locking system for increased performance and faster unlocking of the vehicle (distinguishable by white base to the motor unit) from VIN A 443217.


11/1988–Amended headlight control device.


12/1988–SA HPF II (self-levelling system) given revised connecting piece to avoid oil-flow noise during acceleration or cornering.


01/1989–SA New relay (green) to headlight cleaning system, controlling shutting off the wipers from VIN A 451890.


03/1989–SA Revised electric sliding-lifting roof mechanism, eliminating the closing noise.


03/1989–New comfort control relay for electric windows and seat adjustment from VIN A 461998.


04/1989–Revised door contacts to improve glove-box and exit lighting from VIN A 474336.


06/1989–Guide funnel in fuel-tank filler pipe as standard (previously only KAT-vehicles and USA) from VIN A 484390.


06/1989–Brand-new design of the front bumper, with hydraulic impact absorbers as standard from VIN A 485222.


07/1989–VIN plate change: reference to Daimler-Benz AG changed to Mercedes-Benz AG from VIN A 491298.


07/1989–Electronic dimmer rheostat replaces ceramic type for terminal 58D, also new warning symbol in the speedometer in SA ASD/ASR (day/night) from VIN A 491585.


09/1989–Broader transmission support with extra frame for automatic transmission from VIN A 495960.


09/1989–New ignition from A 496760.


09/1989–Steering wheel size changed to 400mm diameter (previously 410mm) from VIN A 496760.


09/1989–New wheel covers, in addition to the already existing chrome star now with chrome ring on the edge; on special request now painted in one of the twelve side cover colours since VIN A 496760.


09/1989–Introduction of ASR II SA (now also available for 260/300SE) from VIN A 496760.


09/1989–Capacitor of the SA air conditioning increased using double-fan for W and V126 only from VIN A 496760.


09/1989–Use of new soft boot lining material only for V and C126 from VIN A 496760.


09/1989–Gear shift point increase between 2 and 3, as well as faster heating of the CO2 sensor and catalytic converter (V8 models only).


09/1989–New bracket for fire extinguisher SA, taken from R129. With interior matching velour from VIN A 502270.


10/1989–Revised brake discs from VIN A 506204.


10/1989–Revised wrinkled hose to the left-hand bonnet air filter intake (only M116/117) from VIN A 513364.


12/1989–Parking lock latch (shift lock) with automatic transmission from VIN A 524864.


01/1990–Revised steering lock from VIN A 525779.


01/1990–Fuel injectors made of brass with Viton seals, in M116/117.


07/1990–Improved check valve (noise optimization) vacuum line from the brake booster (distinguishable by black line colour).


07/1990–Introduction of Becker radios from the 2000 series SA.


THE EXPORT MARKET


Mercedes had an excellent export sales regime and managed to export around 40 per cent of its total units built, which contributed to making the 126 the most successful ‘S’-classified Mercedes ever produced, even to the present day.


Approximately 55,000 units went to the Middle East, 45,000 units to Japan and 30,000 to the Far East. In addition, early sales results in South Africa were so good that Mercedes decided it was prudent to build a factory in the territory. The South Africa plant continued building the 126 for another 6 months after Sindelfingen ceased production.




[image: image]


Due to complicated anti-dazzle and beam-direction regulations in the US DOT system, the Euro H4 headlamp units were replaced by gas-filled sealed units to come into line with the FMVSS 108 regulations.





Almost a third of the entire production numbers, approximately 283,000 units, were sold to the USA and Canadian markets through dedicated main dealers. The official US-/Canada-specification 126s were easily identified by the larger bumpers; DOT regulations meant that they had to incorporate the shock-absorbing mounting struts as well as the large steel beams in the inner bumper structure. This also resulted in narrower chrome bumper embellishments.


Not all the DOT regulations led to changes that were immediately visible. The engines were considerably restricted in horsepower due to the stricter emission rules and incorporated a belt-driven air pump under the alternator. However, as respect and admiration for the 126 grew in the US market, the demand for something a little less restricted also increased, resulting in many 5-litre models (500s) and later 560 models finding their way on to the ‘grey market’ system. These cars still had to get through the same DOT federalized testing system and changes were made to bring them into line with the ‘officially imported’ models; many 126s managed to pass through the system by the greasing of palms. Even though the vehicles were adapted to come into line with the regulations, many of the original ‘euro parts’ removed by the private importer, such as lights and bumpers, were sold with the ‘federalized vehicle’ to refit later.




[image: image]


The tail-lights were also slightly different, incorporating an extra red sidelight in comparison to a Euro model.





PRICES


It is very difficult to give an accurate indication of the original price of a 126 due to the concessions and taxes involved in each country. These are the basic factory prices, given in Deutschmarks. The end price of a particular vehicle may have varied according to the supplying dealership.


The average US Dollar to DEM over the twelve-year period was 1.00 to 1.90 although during 1985 the average was 1.00 Dollar to 2.90DEM, which would have made the 126 a good deal cheaper in the US around that time.


The average GBP to DEM over the twelve-year period was 1.00 to 3.30 although during 1981 the year averaged 1.00GBP to 4.20 DEM.


In some of the Asian markets the price of a 126 trebled and even quadrupled with the addition of local taxes due for imported models.




Generation-One Prices
















	

	Production Start Price

	Production End Price






	280S

	April 1979

	April 1985






	Price in Deutschmark

	35.877,50

	47.743,20






	280SE

	September 1979

	April 1985






	Price in Deutschmark

	38.815,50

	52.041,00






	280SEL

	September 1979

	April 1985






	Price in Deutschmark

	41.188,50

	55.176,00






	380SE

	September 1979

	April 1985






	Price in Deutschmark

	46.669,00

	65.949,00






	380SEL

	September 1979

	April 1985






	Price in Deutschmark

	49.042,00

	69.084,00






	500SE

	September 1979

	April 1985






	Price in Deutschmark

	50.680,50

	72.162,00






	500SEL

	April 1979

	April 1985






	Price in Deutschmark

	56.161,00

	78.831,00






	300SD

	September 1979

	August 1985






	Price in Deutschmark

	NA in Europe

	NA in Europe






	380SEC

	September 1981

	April 1985






	Price in Deutschmark

	69.495,00

	89.034,00






	500SEC

	July 1980

	April 1985






	Price in Deutschmark

	73.902,00

	94.620,00












PART II


BUYING A 126 S-CLASS


With prices having reached rock bottom in recent years and online auction sites making it easy to buy any type of vehicle, unseen, on a whim, never before has the old adage ‘Purchase in haste, repent at leisure’ been so apt. The fact that the 126 was a well-built Mercedes will stand the prospective purchaser in good stead – to a degree – but the chances of finding a good one are still probably only about 50–50.


When it was new and in its flagship form, the 126 cost about the same as a semi-detached house in the UK. In the worst-case scenario, the very persistent (or reckless) buyer could end up needing a re-mortgage in order to return a particular example to its original form. For the less persistent purchaser who may become increasingly disheartened by a difficult refurbishment project, the result could be another 126 consigned to the SORN declaration or taking up room in a garage or on a driveway. Eventually, the disillusioned owner will probably need the space back and pass the car on to the scrap man.


Armed with enough knowledge, it should be possible to weed out the rubbish instead of buying it and thus have the real pleasure of owning one of the greatest, best-built vehicles ever produced.




CHAPTER ONE


OPTIONS


BODIES




	The SE, or W126, was the short-wheelbase version. It took 55 per cent of the total sales market.


	The SEL, or V126, was the long-wheelbase version. The extra 140mm over the SWB version was placed aft of the B post to allow for extra legroom in the rear. It took 36.6 per cent of the total sales market
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Model Type 1979 1980 1981 1982 1983 1984 1985 Total

2805 126021 408 6348 7212 8761 8568 6203 549 429%
280SE 126022 812 22482 26654 23287 25229 22656 12835 133955
280SEL 126023 1 867 2423 3843 4302 4598 4601 20655
380SE 126032 217 7935 8603 7429 8147 14618 11290 58239
380SEL 126033 1 1648 6726 84% 6270 2016 1857 27014
500SE 126036 149 5312 3308 3349 3646 2790 3,194 21748
S00SEL 126037 2 2206 59492 896 12095 14808 17251 61270
380SEC 126043 3 945 4393 3829 1310 787 11267
500SEC 126044 1 726 4059 6058 6664 5865 23373
3005D 126120 3 4857 16595 18122 20291 12546 6311 78725

Totul by yeur 1,593 51,679 79,134 90,705 98,435 88,209 69,487 479,242





