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    Dedication




    We would like to dedicate this book to our fellow human beings




    and in particular to those




    who are seeking orientation and questioning the meaning of their lives,




    who are open to the secrets of life,




    who are striving to find the truth,




    who believe in goodness, but have not yet found it,




    who are disillusioned by their situation in life




    and are seeking consolation,




    who are looking for a faith that carries conviction,




    who are not really convinced by what the churches preach.


  




  

    Foreword




    Herr and Frau Kloevekorn spent more than four decades on a quest to discover the secrets of life. As people involved in creative activities – she as an artist, he as an architect − they searched for and found answers to many questions of life. Among the conclusions they came to was the following:




    ‘Life exists independently of material. The essence of life is not to be found in material. Life is something that transfuses material. Life uses material to express itself. We human beings use the activity of our minds, our spirits, to inform our bodies, in order to comprehend the world, in order to learn, so that we, as living Spirits, are bound up with material. Among the insights that help us to understand life is the recognition that we exist in a relationship of tension between forces that influence us, and it is up to us to decide how we will conduct ourselves in respect of these forces.’




    The first part of the book contains a concise overview of vital concepts that are needed to gain an understanding of ‘life’. Many of the secrets that life holds for us can be deciphered using sources from the spheres of eternal life, and so afford the reader valuable assistance in reaching a better understanding of life here on earth.




    In the second part of the book, ‘Source of Living Water’, some of the messages communicated by Walter Eckert, whose conceptions have been essential in shaping the content of this book, are being published for the first time. Walter Eckert helps people today to live their lives in such a way that they can experience hope once again.




    The reader can use the sources listed at the end of the book to go into the subject matter more deeply and thereby win further insights for his or her own life.




    Further information can be found at: www.das-leben-erkennen.de




    Cover picture:




    Begegnung (Encounter): oil painting by Hella Kloevekorn,




    www.traumoderwirklichkeit.de
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    (The picture can be found in colour at www.das-leben-erkennen.de)


  




  

    Part One




    Preface




    Freedom through Truth: ‘for the Truth will set you free’.[103] [p.972] But what truth? Who knows what the Truth is? If we seek to define Truth and accept as true everything that unites us with the divine, then we possess that Truth which makes us free from the opinions of others. If our aim is clearly defined as being to accept God as reality and as a model for us, then we have the opportunity to become free, independently of other people, religions or institutions; then we can confidently decide for ourselves what is good and what is not good, because God is the yardstick by which we orientate ourselves. Then we will really be set free because God does not force us to do anything. He allows us to exercise our free will.




    We will become really free if, in our thinking and our behaviour, we come closer to the Divine. To do that, we have to get to know God. This book will familiarise us with God and show us a way to become free. Anything that takes away our freedom is not from God, but arises out of thinking and actions that are remote from God.




    Of course, there is also an objective Truth. It would be naive to believe that there was no absolute truth. Just as two and two make four, there are also things in the spiritual realm that are absolute, that are binding on everybody; only we human beings are not in a position to see and recognise all this for ourselves. Because each of us sees things from a different point of view according to the nature of our personal development, everyone makes their own experiences and draws their individual conclusions from them. To that extent, each person here on earth has their own truth, and it would be presumptuous for any person or institution to proclaim a truth that is binding on everybody.




    According to the Athpedia encyclopaedia, the expression ‘true’ corresponds to the word ‘emet’ in Hebrew. It refers to the ‘trustworthiness, the unbreakable load-bearing capacity of a thing or a word’, a quality which we seldom find in the human sphere, and yet which I got to know over a period of over thirty years of my life through being involved with a unique phenomenon − and that is what I wish to write about.




    What Is Life?




    ‘How little do people know of what life really is.




    How little does humanity grasp of existence, of life.




    Man wanders like a sleepwalker through a world he does not comprehend.




    Yes, man is a sleepwalker in the habitation of God.’




    Eckert/Kloevekorn, Silberklänge (Sounds of Silver), p. 46




    Life is a perfectly everyday thing to us. We live our lives without knowing why. ‘You walk around all over your world and you know nothing about it.’ [01] On the other hand, life is also something mysterious, something we are unable to comprehend, and the more we concern ourselves with the nature of life, the more thrilling the task of solving the riddle of life becomes. ‘There are very few people who in the course of their lives experience what it means to learn about the reality of this world.’ [01]




    To me, life is like travelling by air. I know that I am flying, and that this journey has a beginning and an end.




    But this comparison ignores a fundamental difference: when I get onto an aeroplane, I know why I am going on this journey and I know where the flight is taking me. Where my life is concerned, however, I generally don’t know these things.




    That is why I attempt to track down these secrets of life.




    To me, my life in the here and now is just one link in the long chain of development of my personality.




    As I get older, I perceive life more and more as an opportunity




    

      	to free myself from the fetters of my own inadequacies,




      	to devote myself to the service of my fellow human beings,




      	to promote peace between all us members of the human race and




      	to enable all forms of life to continue to live in a manner that is worth living, now and in the future.


    




    I now see it as the purpose of my life to make good use of this opportunity.




    There are moments when we human beings ask ourselves what the significance of life really is. We are born, we grow up, we work in our occupations, and then everything comes to an end again. Why is this? What is the use of it all? Only the perpetuation of our own species? Is that all?




    All of us have some kind of inkling that there must be more to it than that. But what is that ‘more’? Who can give us a satisfactory answer to this question? Religious bodies do not seem to be very good at this, because their answers to the question are not always convincing. Their messages are too permeated by a human way of thinking and by patronising paternalism.




    But there simply must be answers, even in our enlightened age, that can satisfy a critical inquirer because they make sense. Answers that we can believe: because we understand them, because they are consistent and are amenable to logical thinking. In other words, they must be credible.




    I need to be able to find these qualities in what I seek to communicate in the following pages. So I must ask my readers to free themselves from some of their own convictions, or perhaps prejudices, or at least to put them on one side for as long as they need to understand my arguments. It is quite possible that this will lead readers to adopt a quite different view of the world afterwards, so that their ways of thinking and their lives are changed.




    It does not take very much to be able to understand the basic features of life. As I see it, there are only a few fundamental things that people need to be able to understand in order to comprehend what our lives are. Unfortunately these fundamentals remain hidden to most of us: because we have been preconditioned in our ways of thinking from childhood on by old, distorted conventions and are no longer able or willing to think differently, and because our society believes that other ways of thinking are far removed from reality and therefore, deliberately or perhaps unconsciously, closes itself to many truths.




    I myself have been involved with seeking to understand these fundamental factors since the 1970s, and during this time they have convinced me that there are ‘more things in heaven and earth’ than those we can see with our eyes. My wife and I ceased to be members of any religious grouping in 1975. As a result of this, we can now go our own way without being restricted by any church institution. I observe repeatedly that many people who are adherents of a religion are not free enough to talk about things in the content of that religion that seem odd to them, or are not consistent with how they understand their faith. They are not free enough to open themselves up to other concepts.




    Now the reader will perhaps be surprised that I nevertheless consider myself to be a follower of Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ’s life and work here on earth were such as I imagine those of an ideal human being to be, and I do not need to profess any creed in order to understand this. I have a rather different view of Jesus Christ from what is taught by the Christian churches. They, for example, again and again attempt to present Jesus Christ and God as one and the same being. This is something that I cannot logically grasp, for it was his Son that God sent to earth, and Jesus Christ here on earth always referred to his Father in Heaven. ‘Christ never said of himself that he was God. He always called himself the Son of God.’ [02] Why can the Christian churches not be content with Jesus Christ being the Son of God? Does being the Son of God not make him big enough for them? ‘The realisation that Christ is God’s highest creation, but not the same as God, solves many of the doubts and objections that confuse people today.’ [02]




    It is an enormous pity that the Christian church holds fast to its dogmas so determinedly and does not open itself up to a credible understanding. I believe that the number of people who give up their church membership could be reduced if their church were able to give them more credible answers to their questions. What radiant light a faith community could shine on the members of its fellowship if it were able to arouse their enthusiasm through its power of conviction! Instead, the state churches are turning into social undertakings: as such they no doubt also perform important work, but work which alone is not enough to captivate a person who is seeking the truth. It is a very long time since Friedrich Nietzsche’s statement that ‘God is dead’ revealed an urgent need for action. A turnaround is necessary. Church members should be able to experience once again the original values of Christianity. This would be an enormous gain for any congregation.




    Religions have been the cause of much evil in our world, and even today there are still wars between people of different faiths. Unless there is a turnaround in our ways of thinking, this will continue endlessly. What we need is to live in a ‘world order’ which brings all people together. We must try to find the truth, to reveal it, and to make it accessible to all people, whatever religion they follow.




    Christ attempted to lead us human beings to the Truth; but during his short life he was only able to reach and convince a few people. How difficult it was for him to put over his own ideas against the established faith community of his time. Even his own mother was surprised by what he said when it diverged from the traditions and teachings of the scribes and Pharisees. In addition, much of what Christ taught was later changed, and unfortunately also distorted, by the people who handed it down.




    We earthly beings are not free of inadequacies. The reason for this lies deep within us. It is up to us to recognise these inadequacies and to overcome them.




    But who will give us answers? Who will present the truth to us? Particularly in this age of digital media, this is a question that is becoming more and more urgent.




    Steps Towards Understanding




    Among the prerequisites for gaining experience with spiritual subjects are openness, joy, and the readiness to accept new things into one’s self, i.e. the ability to experience ‘enthusiasm’ in the true sense of the word. The reader who possesses these qualities will be able to profit from the questions dealt with in this book.




    As is well known, life on earth is a training course. But what are we intended to learn? The ancient Greeks had a guiding principle expressed in the saying ‘Know yourself!’ And indeed, we can find all the answers to the questions of life in God’s creation, in ourselves, for example in our ‘vital spark’ or ‘spark of life’, because through it we are a part of his creation and a part of him.




    The basic cause of our being here lies far back in the past, at a time when the earth did not yet exist. At that time, we still lived in the spiritual realm, in an immaterial world. This is also called Heaven. But Heaven is not as far away as we perhaps believe. ‘Heaven is in the midst of us’ (see also the chapter with the same title), only it resonates on a different waveband from the earth, from what is material, for material is only a condensed form of the spiritual. Our body too is material, and as such is subject to the physical properties of this waveband.




    Our Creator made the earth for a very particular purpose. We are creatures, that is to say beings created by God, who are permitted to live on earth for a limited time, in order to learn something that we have lost: nearness to God. The more distant we become from God, the more we lose the things that could bind us to him: peace, harmony, happiness, joy, love. The more distant we become from God, the closer we come to what turns us into darkness, which is ultimately death; whereby death means nothing other than distance from God. Nearness to God means life; because everything that is alive has a part of him at its core, the spark of life that I have just mentioned. Whether it is a question of a mineral, a plant, an animal or a human being, we all draw our ‘aliveness’ from the power of God and through our spark of life we have a part of God within us. It is this living spark that links us to God.




    ‘There is something that you have been endowed with within your being, something of eternity, something of the eternal life that comes from the eternal divine fire: the light of your personality, the spark of your spirit, your ‘aliveness’, your inner life, your alliance with eternity, with God.’ [03]




    God has given us life. It is his will that we should recognise that, that we should belong to him. God wishes us to seek and find him voluntarily and without compulsion. The earth with all its creatures gives us plenty of opportunity to find God.




    I began my search about forty years ago.




    Until shortly before I took my school leaving examination, the ability to ‘have faith’ was to me something only for uncritical, credulous people, but not for me. Despite this, I had an experience that made me think considerably more deeply and caused me to change my opinion when in my last year at school, during a German lesson, I first heard of the Bridey Murphy case. Our class teacher read us a report concerning evidence, indeed proof, that there must have been a life before life. A woman named Virginia Tighe had talked about it while under hypnosis.




    The confrontation with this possibility led me to the unavoidable conclusion that in that case, a life after life must also be a possibility. From this time on, completely new perspectives opened up to me which spurred me on to pursue this viewpoint further. A life that was not limited by death? This aspect filled me with hope and inner joy.




    My interest in the subject was already so enormous at that time that I set off in search of the secrets of life; and today I have no regrets about having gone down this path because I obtained some completely new insights that entirely changed my life.




    It was not until many years later that I read an article in the SPIEGEL news magazine that said the alleged proof had turned out to be an error. The article reported: ‘Some academic psychiatrists in the United States have in the meantime come to the unanimous conclusion that what Mrs Virginia Tighe [the hypnosis medium, Author’s note] had said while under hypnosis had not been about her previous life, but had come from her subconscious.’ [04] But although I thus became aware of this correction in the SPIEGEL, this did not affect the insights that I had obtained up until then, since right down to the present day scientists have been unable to ultimately decipher what makes up the subconscious.




    While I was still studying architecture at the University of Hannover I got to know my wife, who was just as interested in the field of mysteries and the mysterious as I was. Together we sought and found what appeared to us to be credible, what we considered made sense. We did not need any church institution for this, but relied on our inner feelings and our inner convictions. From what we found set out in various sources as knowledge about the mysteries of life, we selected what made sense to us, accepting only what appeared to us to be logical. We were looking for credible answers to our questions about life. Answers that had to be free from ideological, man-made ideas or compulsions. We arrived at a convincing faith only through new insights and through coming to understand how these were interconnected: what is cause and what is effect? Although we had left the church, in the course of our subsequent lives we have come closer than ever before to Christian thinking and a Christian way of life. What we understand by that will become clear from this work, taken as a whole.




    Where do we get our information from? A critical reader will certainly find the answer to this question difficult to fathom at first. I did myself; but at this point the reader needs to exercise that readiness to be open and unprejudiced that I have already talked about. Our knowledge comes from the ‘Spirit of Truth’ [John 16, 13], which Jesus in his lifetime assured us he would send us. This phenomenon scarcely gets a mention in the churches, or else the Spirit of God is presented there in a quite different way, as I will explain in a moment.




    But what is Truth? This is a topic one can discuss for a long time, and it is not easy to reach a final opinion about it.




    Nowadays, we find ourselves in a difficult situation in our human world with regard to what is presented to us as truth in our media. The wealth of information that we absorb every day is not necessarily what we need as guidance in our lives. We require a lot of patience, sincere searching and good luck to find the right way. But what is good luck? Is it something that is outside the range of deliberate thought and action? Just as it is difficult, here on earth, to find the right partner in life from among the billions of people, so it is too with the task of ‘finding meaning’ for our lives. We need guidance here, as otherwise it would be an almost impossible task.




    My wife and I have been fortunate enough in our lives to have had a friend for almost 40 years to whom we owe a large number of insights, and we want to pass on some of these to our fellow human beings. Our friend is a person through whom a Spirit of Truth has spoken.




    What does Spirit of Truth mean?




    Jesus knew that he would only be able to reach a few people with his message during his lifetime. And so he gave us his promise that when he had departed from the earth he would send us the Comforter, or Spirit of Truth. This Comforter appeared on earth at the time that we nowadays call Pentecost or Whit. This was a time when spiritual beings came to earth and spoke through people, the so-called speaking with tongues, as we can read in the Bible. What does this mean? Speaking with tongues is when spiritual beings speak through people. If these spirits come from the Kingdom of God, then they speak about what we may well call Truth. Because if we consider God to be our creator and see him as a model for ourselves through his love, purity and beauty, then we can consider what comes from him to be worthy of emulation, and define it as Truth.




    This speaking with tongues that occurred at Pentecost still exists in a similar form today as well. A spirit speaks through a human being, a spirit or an angel from the Kingdom of God. If we accept that this phenomenon exists, then we have to ask ourselves: how do we know that the spirit concerned is a Spirit of Truth? Could there not also be spirits who do not speak the truth? Yes indeed; and there are. We can recognise spirits as coming from the Kingdom of God if we listen to what they say over a considerable period of time and judge them according to their words. They call upon Christ and God as their authorities. Their intentions are always in tune with the divine intentions, and they are commissioned by Christ to act as servants or instruments of God. They seek to show us paths that will lead us closer to God. They will never seek to make us dependent upon themselves. They always accept our free will. They wish to open up to us ways that will make us spiritually free and independent, and we learn from them, and can confirm it afterwards, that ‘Truth makes us free because Truth is recognised in the truthfulness of life.’ [05] They seek to enlighten us as to why it is we are alive and about our tasks as human beings here on earth. My wife and I have been privileged, over a period of thirty years, to experience such a Spirit of Truth in more than 300 messages given to a small circle of friends, consisting of between seven and ten people. These encounters were always small, modest acts of worship with an intimate, sacred character. In the course of the years the Spirit of Truth became a familiar ‘brother’ for whom we still have a very high regard today. To us, he called himself the ‘Little Servant, a servant of God’. He called upon us again and again to put the truth of his words to the test. That was not difficult for us, since we possessed knowledge about the truth of these spiritual creatures’ messages from other mediums and sources that were similarly structured; that is to say, we already had the ability to judge in such a case. The Spirit would adapt the content of his messages to what we were able to take in, to understand. He would respond to each person individually and examine his knowledge and the structure of his being before his spiritual eye, in order not to make too great demands upon any of us. He always spoke in easily understandable language; he avoided using words taken from foreign languages, which often leave room for different interpretations. He wanted his words to be understood. Nothing that he said was self-contradictory, everything was logically organised, and if anything was unclear to us, we had the opportunity to ask questions which he then answered for us, either immediately or in his next message. His addresses were almost entirely Christian in their content. His presence brought us closer to the truth; he explained to us everything that a human being needs to conduct his life in a well-directed manner, everything that one should know about life here on earth. In the many years that we were privileged to spend with him an affectionate friendship developed. A strong bond was woven between us and Heaven. The time we spent with him was an uplifting and joyful time for us. Every time he spoke to us, we felt afterwards that what he had just said was the most valuable message we had yet heard from him.




    The essential characteristics of the Spirit of Truth, and of the Little Servant in particular, were the modesty of his nature, his serious attitude, his clarity of expression, his understanding for us human beings, his warmth and humour, but also a certain sternness, the absence of any flattery. The Spirit of Truth enlightened us in many questions of life.




    If we know where we get our information from, and subject this information to critical examination over a long period of time, then we can properly assess this and any information subsequently received. We then gain that ability to judge that I have already mentioned. Walter Eckert, whom my wife and I have known for almost 40 years, acted as the intermediary between the spiritual and earthly worlds and thereby carried on the tradition of Christian spiritualist doctrine as a deep-trance medium, and that with a purity seldom to be found in the German-speaking countries. Previously, the deep-trance medium Beatrice Brunner had worked in a similar way. She made herself available as a medium to a community of more than 3,000 members in the ‘Spiritual Lodge Zurich’, a registered association in Switzerland, in the years 1948 to 1983.




    Walter Eckert, on the other hand, as I have already mentioned, worked in a small circle, and in the years 1983 to 2014 created an opus of great profundity about our existence on earth (see also the list of sources at the end of this book).




    Walter Eckert is a kindly, modest person, who has never expected or accepted any remuneration for his activity as a medium. He is particularly characterised by his helpfulness, is a great support to his fellow men in their lives, and exhibits a broad, intuitive knowledge which has always made him a good giver of advice, as he still is today.




    The greater part of my knowledge of spiritual things I owe to him and to the messages transmitted in the Spiritual Lodge Zurich. The book Communication with the Spirit World of God − Its Laws and Purpose by Johannes Greber also gave me valuable assistance in finding a guiding motif for my life. These three sources originated at different times from different mediums through whom Spirits of Truth spoke, and the content of the messages is completely consistent as between the three sources. This too affords certainty with regard to the credibility of these sources. The knowledge that has been transmitted to me in this way has made me into a free person. I have become more independent in my striving after truth, have been able to pursue my own ideas about the significance of my life, and have learnt more and more to know the will of God. I have become better and better acquainted with the nature of God. I have realised how generous his love is for us human beings, something which had previously been hidden from me.




    In my view, it would be very beneficial to our Christian denominations if they would open themselves to putting over truths that would uplift people’s lives and not hold fast to man-made dogmas. What their preachers offer us is unfortunately often difficult to understand, far removed from real life and therefore not very convincing. This is frustrating for people and drives them out of the faith community. I have the impression that the religions want to keep people down and make them subservient, thus leaving no room for other opinions, i.e. they deprive people of their freedom. For example, if I find myself listening to the hymns or the organ music of a mass on the radio on a Sunday, I generally switch off. I can hardly imagine anything more depressing. I feel myself getting aggressive, or I am ‘turned off’ by the discordant sounds of the organ, which to me are an expression of power and domination. They lack life and joy in life. Worship can also be something cheerful, something moving, which can make people feel good, as is the case, for example, with spirituals or gospel songs such as are customary among African or American Christians.




    Even when someone has died, I do not think that the occasion necessarily needs to be accompanied by mournful music, since I believe in the continuation of life. Our life here on earth is so short: how significant is this short period of time compared with eternity? No doubt, a death means a painful separation for the members of the family, because it is difficult to come to terms with the loss of a loved one. But in heaven, the death of a person generally gives rise to great joy. Just as here on earth the birth of a child is a joyful event, so in heaven there is joy when a person is reunited with relatives who have gone before. For the person concerned, dying is often a release from a fragile body, a liberation from the prison of the flesh. This point of view may perhaps bring a degree of consolation to those who are left behind and relieve their pain to some extent. There will be a reunion with the person who has died. If the person was particularly well-loved, then there is a strong link which certainly promises a reunion in the spiritual world. Whereas life on earth is very short, life in the spiritual world is generally much longer, and if the person concerned has achieved a sufficient degree of spiritual maturity, his or her soul will remain in the spiritual world for ever. A long period of mourning for a person leads to that person being unable to find rest. The expressions of grief draw them down to the earth, for they can feel the suffering of their loved ones left behind. Their past closeness to these people causes them to stay close, as they seek to give them comfort; but this hinders them in their own further spiritual development. If we want to do a good turn to a person who has died, we should not extend our mourning for too long.




    Body, Soul and Spirit




    If we accept that we human beings are made up of body and spirit, then we have already come some way towards an understanding of our existence.




    ‘The expression “human being” implies becoming one with the earth. Your bodies, your spiritual bodies, have become one with material. Your souls have joined together with your bodies.’ [06]




    Our bodies are tools of our spirits. Our egos, our personalities, are what we are as spirit and soul. Independently of our material bodies, we will exist eternally as spirits. From a spiritual point of view we possess immortality. When our lives on earth come to an end, i.e. when our bodies die, we live on; no longer with our material bodies, but as spiritual beings, and in this state we also possess bodies, spiritual bodies consisting of ‘subtle matter’. At our deaths, these spiritual bodies take on the form they had acquired during our respective last lives. We can regard our souls as garments worn by our spirits. They reflect our characteristics, our degrees of maturity, our sensibilities, our individuality, and give our spirits their specific appearances. They are also described as ‘living fire’, in which every deed or action we perform [07] leaves its trace.




    The Spirit of Truth explains how our souls appear to him: ‘To us, the soul is like a canvas. We see its life flowing backwards and forwards. We see the person’s deeds and actions displayed in it.’ [08]




    If we are able to accept that as human beings we are first and foremost spirit, then the question arises: why do we live as creatures on the earth and why are we not at home in the spiritual realm? In order to be able to explain that, we have to look back far into the past, into our spiritual past.




    Origin of the Divine Family




    In the very beginning, when God still existed ‘alone’ in the spiritual realm, there was already ‘a spiritual vegetable kingdom, and there was – although to a limited extent – a spiritual animal kingdom’ [09], but there were no beings that were comparable to God. The desire arose in him to create a being with which he could live together, and together plan and perfect his designs. God created this being and equipped it with all the attributes he possessed himself. The only thing he reserved for himself was the power to bestow light and life. The being he created was and is his only-begotten Son, whom we know under the name of Christ. The two lived together for a long time without any other companions, ‘but Father and Son together were not yet the Creation that God had imagined.’ [10] The desire arose in him to live in a larger community.




    ‘“You shall have brothers and sisters,” God said. “But you shall be their King. I will anoint you as King before the others, so that you – and only you – are and remain King over the whole realm that belongs to me and to you … I endow you with power and strength; everything that comes into being shall come into being through you. You shall realise this in my place … I will give light; I will give life – and you shall give the bodies that are necessary to life.”’ [11]




    In many cases the image of God remains hidden from us humans because too little has been told us about it. But God is a ‘person and has form’ [12] and subsumes in himself the principles of fatherhood and motherhood. God has also conferred these attributes upon Christ, so that Christ has also been able to create creatures by himself, through the creative abilities God has endowed him with. Unlike his Father, however, Christ created beings that always belonged together in pairs and could only beget issue as a pair, namely, ‘six archangels as the forefathers of all future spiritual beings’. [13] And these archangels belonged together as pairs for ever, as a so-called duality. And the progeny of these archangels were also always born in pairs, which were also to belong together as a duality for ever.




    The first being that Christ created was Lucifer, the Bearer of Light. For a long time, these three beings lived together, and God had said to Lucifer: ‘“This” – and he pointed to Christ as he said it – “is your brother. But he will be King, will become King over you.”’ [14]




    After a certain period of time, ‘the Bearer of Light was given the counterpart that completed his duality, his Other Self, his You. Because there are always two who find together in happiness, and have to become one in order to allow God’s creation to unfold.’ [15]




    The other two dualities among the six archangels were also created by Christ, after long periods of time, and ‘since one characteristic of Heaven is its diversity, these princely beings are different from each other, in their external form and in their spiritual appearance.’ [16]




    ‘At this time of their state of blessedness, all these spiritual beings were free of passions and desires. They bore divinity in themselves – being by their nature one with God and with the King.’ [17]




    But in the course of long periods of time, some of these spiritual beings developed in such a way that they departed from God’s divine order. They distanced themselves from God. This was the result of thoughts that were removed from the thinking of God. All the spiritual beings had been given eternal life by God, and also their spark of light, which is the bearer of eternal life. Moreover, every one of these beings had its own free will and its creative abilities. This free will held within itself the possibilities of either remaining within God’s order or leaving this order. God did not want puppets: he wanted free beings, whose spirits could develop freely. These beings were originally pure, but their development was not complete; they were able to continue to develop, both in a positive and in a negative way. God, together with Christ, had created a divine order that was intended to regulate how these future beings should live together in the spirit. Since God had determined that his son Christ should be the King of all spiritual beings, he expected that all such beings would follow this divine order and be faithful to Christ. But unfortunately, this did not turn out to be the case.




    Disastrous Developments in the Spiritual Realm




    Over long periods of time the heavenly beings multiplied to form large tribes that populated the whole of Heaven. ‘As the first six heavenly beings were intended to set the further development of Heaven in motion, it was part of God’s plan to allocate a certain task or area of duties to each of them.’ [18] So God formed a hierarchy of spiritual beings whereby everything could develop in line with his divine order. In this hierarchy, God stands at the top along with Christ, and the Archangels form the second level. God’s command that Christ should be the King of all beings caused Lucifer, the first being after Christ, to feel unsettled, and he felt a strong urge within himself to aspire to more. It became his desire to take over Christ’s position. Lucifer allowed himself plenty of time to achieve this goal. Firstly, he attempted to influence his own band of followers in Heaven, those among the heavenly host that he was the leader of. He promised them more opportunities, better prospects and greater influence in the future, once he had taken over the position of Christ. Since he had great influence over his followers, and they trusted him, the group of those who shared his view increased in number. Many of them no longer remembered the oath of loyalty that they had once taken, by which they had sworn to recognise Christ as King. Their wish was to be granted more recognition for what they did and what they wished to be. Lucifer gained more and more followers. ‘Christ was most unhappy at having to watch how those who belonged to him were turning away from him and listening to him who made them so many promises, while Christ knew very well that he possessed neither a commission from God nor the power to fulfil them.’ [19] God and Christ allowed Lucifer to pursue his agitation, and merely kept him under observation, until Lucifer, imagining he had enough followers to fulfil his aim, went to stand before God and demand the position of Christ for himself.




    When we hear of such goings-on, they evoke in us images that resemble those of our world. Jealousy, striving after power and the making of false promises are tendencies that still prevail in many people today. The explanation for this is that Lucifer’s pattern of behaviour in the spiritual world in those former times has remained alive in us human beings right down to the present day. In other words: we are the heirs of these Luciferian characteristics, and they still adhere to us today. For many readers, such knowledge about these spiritual relationships may be new, or even seem artificially constructed because they are seldom talked or written about; but precisely this information is important to understanding and to an understanding of the connections and relationships altogether. In this context the Spirit of Truth said to us: ‘Anyone who forgets the beginning loses hold of the truth.’ [20] All of this would not be so important if it did not directly affect us; but we were part of it! We human beings were among the followers of Lucifer!




    ‘The Bearer of Light [Lucifer, Author’s note] paid homage to the Father and said: “I now wish to be King! See, Father, see the hosts that are subject to me! They will serve me and you. But crown me to be King of all Spirits!”




    ‘God did not say many words. But what he said could be heard through all the spheres, by all the Spirits throughout all the expanses of Heaven:




    ‘“You have not fulfilled my sacred will! My sacred will is that Christ should keep the kingship over all Spirits!”




    ‘He informed them that they were guilty of the offence of disobedience, and that there was no longer any place for them in Heaven.’ [21]




    Lucifer was seized with fear. Only now did he realise that he had rebelled against God’s law. He had intended his rebellion to be directed only against Christ.




    ‘All the beings that had followed Lucifer had been spiritually marked out by loyal angels to be thrust down from Heaven, without them being in the least aware of this.’ [22]




    ‘And so the Fall of the Angels came about … All those who had merely been unsteady in their allegiance had to leave Heaven as well – they too were caught up in the Great Fall…’ [22]




    ‘They pleaded: “Father, let us stay with you! Do not send us away!” But it was no use – all of them had to depart. They had disobeyed the greatest commandment, the highest law: the law of obedience towards God. [22]




    ‘It was as though an earthquake had struck the heavenly realm.’ [22] And we too were there, almost every human being living here on earth was there. ‘Countless, countless beings, beings that you could scarcely number, were thrust down into the depths. One third of all the stars.’ [23]




    God’s faithful servants were deeply saddened by this great loss, as in many cases families were divided, close friends separated, or the dual of a spiritual being was thrown down into the depths.




    ‘For a long time, grief prevailed throughout the heavenly spheres. Nobody knew what had happened to them. Nobody knew whether God had extinguished their lives, or where they were living.’ [24]




    From that time on, a distinction has been made between the fallen Spirits and those who remained in Heaven, the Angels, who in later times acted as messengers of God.




    ‘God had pity on all those fallen beings as soon as he saw them in their distress, pleading with him to help them. In his mercy, God sent Angels from Heaven down into the regions of Hell, so that Lucifer did not have a free hand to act as he would really have liked to there.’ [25]




    ‘Since God is a God of love and goodness, he had pity on all those who had been cast down into Hell, and most particularly on those who had merely gone along with the rebels, but had not incurred such great guilt as their seducers had.




    ‘God gave them the opportunity to prove themselves. Even in those regions of Hell, in that deathly kingdom of Lucifer, he gave them opportunities to rise up again, so that those who were truly repentant could work their way up into higher levels of Hell.’ [26]




    How little is reported in the Bible or told us in church about the cause of our earthly existence! But if we do not know these facts, then we cannot come to any understanding of our life on earth.




    The Fallen Beings Are Put to the Test




    The Earth did not yet exist, for God, together with Christ, was planning ways of making it possible for the fallen beings to return to Heaven; so they created Paradise in a spiritual sphere that was intended to be a route back to Heaven for the fallen beings. We humans have incorrectly assumed that this Paradise was located on earth. God assigned those beings that had not offended so gravely an area in Paradise that they were allowed to live in, and where their ability to observe his commandments could be put to the test. One might have thought that these beings would have learnt something from the dreadful experience of their fall into darkness. But they had lost all recollection of their spiritual home. Thus they were not influenced by any knowledge from their past; this was to enable them to take the decision to observe God’s commandments of their own free will. And since they had that free will, it could not be predicted whether they would pass this test; even God did not know.




    Who were these beings, the ones who had not offended so greatly? It may sound like a myth to many readers; but according to the information we have received, they were Adam and Eve. These two had been a princely pair in Heaven, had lived there as a duality, and had been among those who had rashly supported Lucifer without being aware that they were breaking one of God’s commandments.




    What was the test that Adam was required to pass?




    ‘When Adam was brought to Paradise, beings that had remained faithful to God had said to him: God in his mercy has prepared a way of liberation for you. But you will be placed under the law of obedience again. If this time you succeed in practising obedience, then all those who are of good will be able to follow you out of Hell.’ [27]




    As we know from the Bible, Adam and Eve did not pass the test. It ‘would not have been difficult for Adam and Eve, had they still possessed in full measure that spiritual capacity they had been endowed with previously in the Kingdom of God. But this was not the case. Because every disregard of divine law leads to the soul sustaining injury, a reduction of the strength that it has from God. This not only weakens the power of insight, but also takes away from the Spirit its memory of its earlier existence. For this reason, the Spirits in the sphere of Paradise could no ­longer recall the splendour they had possessed in the Kingdom of God before their fall. This lack of recollection is at the same time a permanent prerequisite for the ability to critically examine one’s own attitude.’ [28]




    Just as we human beings only know the life we are currently living, have no recollections of the earlier stages of our existence and believe that this is the first time that we have set out into life, so it was the case with this princely pair: they had lost all memory of their misguided behaviour in Heaven.




    The consequence of their failing to pass the test was that all fallen beings now have to take the way through life in this world of ours. This may sound like a simple observation, but for God and Christ it meant initiating an enormous process of creation, for now the earth had to be created. ‘An infinite multitude of the heavenly host were involved in changing and transforming life, and creating levels of life here on this earth through which the fallen could proceed upwards from level to level, in small steps or in larger steps.’ [29]




    No doubt it would have been simpler for us fallen beings to take the way through Paradise back into our familiar spiritual home, and this would have spared us having to enter into a material body. But the experience of repeated disobedience that God had made with us compelled him to establish a different way. His feeling for us was that of a father or of a mother. God kept and keeps to his divine order and the laws that he himself has laid down. He therefore respects our free will. Adam and Eve had once again failed to keep the rules that had been agreed upon with God. Adam and Eve do not appear to have been aware of the role that the influence of Lucifer – the Bible speaks of the Serpent – played in this.




    Are we human beings not often subject to external influences that we cannot escape from? We think, speak and act, and we believe we are acting quite independently, and yet we are influenced by something that we are not necessarily aware of. We do not believe that ‘our Adversary the Devil’ still exists in our ’enlightened times’, and this could be a fatal error, which the poet Charles Baudelaire (1821–1867) described in the following words: ‘The Devil’s cleverest trick is to persuade us that he does not exist.’ [DER SPIEGEL 52/1996]




    Why should the Adversary no longer exist? Christ himself, during his earthly life, frequently had to defend himself against the Adversary or Tempter; and Martin Luther too believed in the devil.




    In the Lord’s Prayer we find the words ‘Deliver us from Evil’. Who do these words refer to if not to the Adversary? We find him in many colloquial expressions, such as ‘Go to the Devil!’ or ‘Devil take you!’




    In Goethe’s ‘Faust’, Mephistopheles embodies the force that seeks to become active in us human beings, to the extent that we fall victim to it. This is an ever-present danger; but we are nevertheless able to decide for ourselves.




    All of these references point to the fact that the Adversary is a force to be reckoned with. And yet people think that he no longer exists today? Whyever not? Only because we think we live in a so-called ‘enlightened’ age? But this does not alter the fact that Lucifer can always be close beside us. Just because we exclude the Devil from our patterns of thought does not necessarily mean that he no ­longer exists. Otherwise, he – and all other spiritual beings with him – would be purely imaginary, inventions of our minds. Many people, especially scientists, do not take the Devil into account. They lack any appreciation of things spiritual, and as a result they often also lack faith in God!




    The Way Back: Through Material




    God’s plan was to create a way back for his fallen creatures, in order to enable them to return to him without their recognising his presence. He wanted it to be possible for them to set out on their homeward way of their own free will. So he created the earth; and ‘it is a great error to maintain that God created this world in six or seven days … In reality, this episode in the Bible (Genesis 2, v.1 ff) refers to the seven phases of his plan of creation, the seventh part of which was reserved for God himself, namely to permeate the earth with life.’ [30]




    It was a long time before the earth was completed and ready. Time was of no importance. We know that the earth has existed for around 4.6 billion years. God placed the creation of the earth in the hands of his Son. It was important to Christ that it should be possible to bring about the return of his fallen brothers and sisters. He felt responsible for them because it was in fact he himself, or his position in relation to the Father, that had aroused the jealousy of the Bearer of Light. Even though Christ had never given any occasion for it, it was this that had caused the Luciferian characteristics to develop in the Bearer of Light, which ultimately led to the Fall of the Angels (see also: 2 Peter 2, v.4 and Rev. 12, v.7–8). The free will that all created beings enjoy made it possible for such ungodly attitudes to develop.




    Christ, together with those Angels that had remained faithful to him, created our world, consisting of the mineral, vegetable and animal kingdoms, and as the final culmination gave human beings their terrestrial bodies. All living beings on the earth have these material bodies as well as their spiritual bodies, and have received their vital spark from God.




    ‘So when the masses of rock received this gift, and the spirits arising out of the deep entered into them, this was already a great step forward … For there is life everywhere, even in stone – it is not dead material …’ [30]




    The Seat of Our Personality




    Every living being has a divine core, the ‘vital spark’ or ‘spark of life’, through which God has given us the gift of living. It is within this spark of light that our personality dwells. All our knowledge, all our characteristics are contained within it. This spark of life is comparable with the electron or positron that we know from the physical model of the atom. In recent years quantum physicists have discovered that these elementary particles are great depositories of information in the universal consciousness. ‘All electrons and positrons hold … an individual store of experience, which is constantly being added to. … The properties of electrons and positrons therefore correspond precisely to the elementary properties of consciousness. Thus electrons and positrons can be interpreted as the smallest elementary units of consciousness. The logical conclusion to be drawn from this is that all material is fundamentally imbued with spirit, or is a bearer of consciousness.’ [31] Unlike the material electron, however, the spark of light is spiritual by nature and surrounded by living matter. It is there, in the spark of life, that all our thoughts, words and deeds are recorded. This nucleus of light is described by the Spirit of Truth as being the light of our ‘personality’, of our ‘inner life’, of our ‘alliance with eternity, with God’. [32] ‘This sacred spark’ is our life; our ‘life force’ orbits around this spark and our lives are shaped around it, and ‘in this spark our task [in life] is revealed’. [33] If we look closely at the attributes of this inner light, we can find a real treasure there; and indeed, it is our task to discover it. In it we can recognise our true selves. It is here that we keep our most intimate secrets. It forms the connection to God and is thus the part of us that is sacred. Our task is to make it shine again. The more it shines, the more joyful and the more contented we are, the happier we feel ourselves to be.




    This ‘vital spark’ exists in all living things on earth, no matter whether they are mineral, vegetable, animal – or human. It is a part of God, a gift from God. That is why we too are divine, or at least a part of us is. This spark of life in us is to some extent darkened by our ungodly ways of thinking and our actions in the past. Here on earth we can make the spark of light shine again by turning back to God and leaving everything that is ungodly in us behind. – That is all. – It sounds simple, but it seems to be a difficult undertaking for us human beings.




    Our Yearning for the Light




    God wants us to find the way to him of our own accord, free of all compulsion and on the basis of our own insights and our own convictions, and he wants us to recognise that this way is what we are unconsciously seeking.




    Sometimes there are moments in our lives when we feel a yearning in ourselves that demands to be stilled. We have a feeling of being somehow lost, but cannot quite define in what way. We long for a harmonious world or for a partner in life with whom we could spend a life full of happiness. We seek a degree of affectionate attachment, of a kind that might fill us with joy. There is something we lack, but we do not know how or where we should seek it and find it. This could arise out of the unconscious recollection of our spiritual home, of our spiritual family or our dual counterpart with whom we lived through happy times in Heaven before our fall; and we feel a gentle intimation of them within us.




    This intimation stems from knowledge which is buried deep within us, but is still there in our subconscious. The contrast between our inability to draw upon that buried knowledge and the feeling that there is something that creates a longing within us may lead us human beings to embark on a wide variety of activities which, while spurring us on to achieve incredible things, unfortunately sometimes lead us astray from the true goals of our lives. We would be able to spare ourselves this if we knew more about what our real tasks in life are. Because then, we would be able to steer our paths directly towards our goals, and live a life that would give us fulfilment over a long period of time, without our needing to go down so many false paths. But unfortunately, we are again and again distracted and diverted from the way of insight and recognition.




    ‘… there are worlds of the spirit, and these spiritual worlds are immeasurably vast. It is the yearning in your hearts, the yearning for a better, different world. It is the recollection of the spiritual, the memory of a world of harmony and light; that is what it is that bears you upwards, that draws you towards the stars, this forgotten world, this lost world, the world which has been thrust down into your subconscious, namely the spiritual world, the search for your spiritual home, your search for the Kingdom of Heaven.’ [34]




    ‘… you really are supposed to recognise that you are divine, that ­everything that exists here on earth is divine, that there is a spark of the divine dwelling in everything, in everything, and that this spark, this divinity within yourselves, is drawn towards, or longs to return to, God; that is to say, it drives your souls, it drives your spirits, to set off on a journey to your Father’s house, towards God. This yearning for the light, for God, is in everyone, … in every human being.’ [34]




    If we become aware of this yearning for God, and come closer to him through our strivings, we will be filled with a joy that we can scarcely restrain, we will become more and more content and more alive from day to day. We will learn to know ourselves, and the better we know ourselves, the better we will also understand our fellow human beings and come closer to the secret of life.




    The Way to Ourselves




    Here on earth we live in a field of tension between conflicting positive and negative influences. If we accept that spiritual beings do exist and influence us, then surely we can also imagine that those which influence us most strongly are those with whom we are on the same wavelength; that is to say that we ourselves, through our thoughts, our personality structures or our present desires and wishes, determine what we permit, and so what is able, to influence us. The purer our thoughts are, the less anything impure can touch us, and vice versa.




    Since we, as fallen Angels, have taken on characteristics that separate us from God, it is also possible for us to lay these characteristics aside again, provided that we really do want to come closer to God again.




    These attributes still adhere to us, and we cannot lay them aside until we have recognised them in ourselves. But this means that we need a yardstick by which to measure our attributes, in order to decide which of them we wish to lay aside. If we strive to lay aside dishonesty, anger, scorn, envy and the like and desire to live in peaceful happiness, in cheerfulness, in merriment and in confidence, then we will try to strive after divine virtues, since ‘the more high-minded people are, the happier they are’. [35]




    Through his gift of free will, God himself allows us to choose how we decide. We are free to choose God. But we can only keep this free will as long as we are not able to prove the existence of God; because if we could prove it we would have no free will any more, as we would be sure that he exists. But God apparently does not want this, as otherwise he would be visible to us. God does not want us to confess our faith in him only because he is present.




    Consequently, every human being must devise his own ‘proof’ of the existence of God; that is to say, every person is permitted to find God for himself.




    Just as little as it is possible to prove the existence of God is it possible to prove the existence of the Adversary. Everything that is spiritual escapes from human perception again and again. This is a phenomenon of our earth because here we are only able to perceive what is material. With our material senses we are only able to recognise material things. That is why scientists will never be able to find God with their measuring instruments. Many of them shun the spiritual, the immaterial, as they might shun the Devil himself. ‘If they wanted to take a leap into the spiritual realm, their legs would fail them. They simply can’t manage it!’ [36]




    If we believe in God, there is no reason not to believe in ‘our Adversary the Devil’ as well, even though it tends to prove difficult for us, rational beings as we are, to accept this. I am convinced that he exists, just as God does. Only if we don’t believe he exists can he be a threat to us because then we do not believe either that he can exert an influence on us. But when we recognise a danger we are able to allow for it and take precautions against it. I don’t think it is any use trying not to take any notice of the Devil, whether through ignorance or because we are afraid we will make ourselves ridiculous in the eyes of our fellows. I know how difficult this topic is in our society; because for most of us, and in particular for those who consider themselves ‘enlightened’, the Devil has already been done away with. We don’t need to be afraid of the Adversary if we know how to deal with him and what influence he might have on us. The Devil can only exert a negative influence on us if we allow it, if we make common cause with him, if he is able to set a chord resonating in us that is in tune with his intentions. The Devil seeks to prevent us from escaping from his influence. He is willing to employ any means to achieve this, even though the earth might perish.




    We need to observe ourselves very closely, to recognise our ‘bad’ characteristics and if possible lay them aside. Just as Angels are allowed to influence us, so is the Devil too, either himself or through the workings of his faithful spirits, those who belong to him and do not yet want to desert him. God has permitted spiritual beings to exert this influence. As we are exposed to such influences, we need to keep check on our own thoughts at all times.




    There were many occasions during Jesus’ earthly life when Lucifer sought to lead him into temptation. Christ had the same feelings as we do: ‘He became the same as a human being in all things, which also means that like a human being he had to decide for himself to choose what was right … It is not the case that everything was just easy for Christ. No, there were many hours when he had to wait. He had to listen. He had to cry out. Again and again he had to ask himself: Is that right? Is what I am doing really good? He had to fight on two levels. He possessed not only the earthly, but also the spiritual level’. [37] But Christ always stood firm against Lucifer’s temptations, and thereby also acquired the right, after his death on the Cross, to limit the extent of Lucifer’s rule.




    In the time before Christ’s victory our Adversary Lucifer was able to attack us humans at any time, whether we wanted it or not. For about 2,000 years he has only been able to have an effect on us if we wish it, or allow it through our attitude of mind. That is a great difference! Sometimes we hardly notice that his servants are standing right next to us. We only become aware of it when we act in a certain way and afterwards cannot understand why we did, and are angry with ourselves as a result.




    There is another major difference between our times and the time before Christ had set up new rules in relation to the Adversary. Up until Christ’s victory over the Devil, all the fallen beings had to return to the underworld after their earthly death. In pre-Christian times the Greeks called this spiritual realm of the dead Hades, the kingdom of Lucifer; but now, for some 2,000 years, all the dead have been allowed to return to God’s kingdom, an area that Lucifer has no access to, so that once we have departed from the earth he can no longer exert any influence on us.




    The Kingdom of God is divided into a number of planes, which are more or less pure and bright depending on the stage of development of each being on them.




    We humans differ with regard to our stages of development. These differing stages of development are caused by the degree of what is called our guilt during our spiritual past with Lucifer, and by how we conducted ourselves in our previous lives on earth. As it is only gradually, in the course of our earthly lives, that we start to want, or become able, to leave behind our dark sides, it is surely understandable that in most cases one human life is not sufficient for us to complete these tasks which it is incumbent on us to fulfil during our lives.




    ‘How much more time will people need to really understand that there is not only one life, but many lives?’ [38]




    According to the Spirit of Truth, we do not only live once, but have repeated new opportunities in further lives to reach the level that will finally allow us not to have to live another life on earth, but to remain for ever in the spiritual realm.
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