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Having sailed in the Solent for some 40 years, I have never tired of this large expanse of protected water. Its diversity enables you to experience a broad range of cruising, from the modern-day facilities, bars and restaurants of ports such as Cowes and Portsmouth, to the tranquility of Newtown River, a favourite destination of mine.


And yet, if you want to compromise between these two extremes, the small harbours of Yarmouth, Beaulieu and Bembridge, with their pretty villages and traditional pubs, provide a perfect answer. Chichester, at the eastern tip of the Solent, is my home port, where you could spend at least a week cruising its peaceful waters – although at weekends you will be sharing it with racing dinghies, day boats, RIBs and craft of every description.


Racing is an integral part of life in the Solent, especially at weekends. After enjoying many years of racing our former Contessa 32, albeit rather unsuccessfully, I know how appreciative racers are if cruising yachtsmen don’t always stand on their rights and try to keep clear.


In the Cruising Companion I have aimed to provide a complete yet straightforward pilot to the western and eastern approaches to the Solent, as well as to the ports themselves. Although you should be aware of the various well-charted spits, sandbanks and occasional rocks, the Solent is on the whole a relatively safe cruising ground (weather permitting), the biggest hazards probably being the commercial ships coming to and from Southampton and Portsmouth. Since the last edition of this book, you will find that there have been considerable changes to many of the Solent harbours, in particular Cowes, Bembridge and Yarmouth, which mainly consist of additional berths and facilities for visitors, with the major improvement being the new Cowes breakwater and small craft channel.


Besides the navigational matters I have tried to provide a detailed account of each port, highlighting the facilities on hand and pinpointing the nearest shops, restaurants and places to visit to help you make the most of your time ashore. With centuries of history, predominantly spent protecting Britain’s shores from military invasion, the Solent has no shortage of historic sites, both on the mainland and the Isle of Wight. In addition, the areas of outstanding natural beauty should not be overlooked, particularly the New Forest, which fringes Lymington, Beaulieu and Hythe, and of course the whole of the Isle of Wight.


I hope that this Cruising Companion will help you make the most of your visit to the Solent, both on the water and ashore.


Derek Aslett


October 2015




About the author







Derek Aslett, a photographer and designer, together with his wife Ann, has extensively cruised the whole of the Channel on board their Laurent Giles designed 38-footer Anne. Built in 1985, the Giles 38 is a medium-displacement, long-keeled cruising yacht based on a 1950s classic design. With the boat berthed in Chichester Harbour, the Solent has become Derek and Ann’s backyard. They have spent much of their time over the past 45 years either cruising the Solent or racing around the cans.
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The Solent is one of the most popular coastal areas in Britain, offering a variety of cruising grounds from the lively, bustling marinas of Cowes and Portsmouth to the quiet backwaters of Wootton Creek and Newtown River. As it is a centre of yachting excellence, you are never too far away from a chandlery or boatyard should you need repairs carried out or additional equipment.


Stretching roughly 25 to 30 miles, from Hurst Point in the west towards Chichester Harbour in the east, the Solent is an estuarine labyrinth of 12 harbours and estuaries. Its protected inshore waters have enabled significant ports to flourish over the years, and it is not surprising that the Solent has played a vital role in British history since the Roman times. Today, as a favourite recreational spot for locals and visitors alike, this stretch of water plays host to numerous key events, including Cowes Week in August and the Southampton Boat Show in September, and from 2015 Ben Ainslie’s America’s Cup headquarters in Portsmouth. However, its sheltered location hasn’t just been utilised by mankind; over three-quarters of the Solent’s shores are protected by areas providing a haven for an abundance of plant and animal marine life.


Right on the Solent’s doorsteps is the New Forest, where ancient heaths and woodlands have remained relatively unspoilt since William the Conqueror created it as a hunting area in 1079. Renowned for its wild ponies, the Forest is an attractive place to walk, cycle or horse-ride, especially if you stop off at one of the many traditional pubs along the way.


[image: ]


[image: ]


The Needles Rocks and lighthouse are the Isle of Wight’s most famous landmarks and have become a strong symbol for the beautiful cruising ground of the Solent


CRUISING STRATEGIES – APPROACHING THE SOLENT


As the Solent is among the busiest waters in Britain, you need to enter it with the due care and respect that it deserves. If approaching the Western Solent, you can’t fail to spot the distinctive Needles Rocks at the western end of the Isle of Wight along with the adjacent chalk cliffs of High Down. By night the lighthouse at the end of the Needles flashes Oc (2) WRG 20s 24m 17-13M. A couple of good deterrents from getting too close to this area are the Goose Rock, situated about 50m west-north-west of the lighthouse, and the wreck of the Greek ship Varvassi which, laden with wine and oranges, sank about 150m west-south-west of the rock. West of the Needles Rocks are the fairway buoys signifying the deep water entrance to the Needles Channel. To the north-west of the channel are the Dolphin Bank and Shingles Bank, the latter being one of the most prominent features in the Solent. Watch out for this bank as parts of it dry at Low Water and seas break on it even if there’s not much swell. The channel is clearly marked and lit by the standard buoyage so if you stick to that you can’t go wrong, although beware of the strength of the tide, particularly on the ebb when the stream sets in a west-southwesterly direction across the Shingles at a rate of about three to four knots.


To the south-east of the Needles Channel is the Pot Bank where the minimum depths are around 15m. Pay particular attention in bad weather to the Bridge, a reef that runs about ¾M west of the lighthouse, the end of which is marked by a WCM lt buoy. Also bear in mind that dangerous seas can form in the Needles Channel in southerly to westerly gales, particularly when the tide is on the ebb. In these circumstances you would be better off approaching the eastern Solent via the Nab Tower or, alternatively, sheltering in Poole Harbour.
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To the east of the Solent lies the Nab Tower


[image: ]


Probably the greatest Solent hazard – give the commercial shipping vessELs a wide berth


In strong winds, or if coming from St Alban’s Head or Poole, it may be preferable to use the North Channel, which is situated just north of the Shingles Bank. The North and Needles Channels merge south of Hurst Point, where you should to be aware of the Trap, a shoaling spit about 150m south-east of Hurst Castle.


Approaching the eastern Solent from France the passage is straightforward, although the commercial shipping tends to be pretty heavy. Head for the Nab Tower (50°40’.19N 00°57’.11W), which is approximately 4.5M east of Foreland. The main channel – the Nab Channel – takes you into the Solent, however, it is advisable to keep out of the busy deep water channel. There is ample water outside so use the main channel only as a guide.


Coming east along the low-lying coast from one of the Sussex ports you will eventually reach Selsey Bill, off which there are extensive rocks and shoals. These can be passed either via the Looe Channel, so long as conditions are favourable, or to seaward of the Owers SCM lt buoy. In good visibility, moderate conditions and during daylight hours, the Looe Channel, which runs in an east/west direction about 1M south of Mixon Beacon, is a preferable shortcut. However, make sure you have the tides with you (a west-going stream begins about an hour and a half before High Water Portsmouth, with Springs running at around 2.5 knots). Also, keep an eye out for the lobster pots in this area. At night, or when conditions are bad, it is best to keep south of the Owers SCM lt buoy, which is about 6.5M south-east of Selsey Bill.


Due to the heavy shipping that you are likely to encounter when approaching the Solent, particularly towards the eastern end, a radar reflector is essential, and it is useful to have an active radar responder, radar and/or AIS. Once in the Solent there are plenty of harbours and marinas to choose from, most of which offer all the necessary facilities including maintenance and repairs. A useful service for breakdowns at sea is Sea Start. Based in the Hamble, it can be contacted on Tel: 0800 885500.


As far as crew changes go, it is probably easier to arrange these in the larger ports of Southampton or Portsmouth where there are direct trains to several major cities within the UK. Southampton also has a local airport with flights throughout Britain and the rest of Europe. However, several of the other Solent harbours have local railway stations and some of those mentioned on the Isle of Wight are linked to the mainland by ferry.


SOLENT TIDES


The Solent is renowned for its unusual tidal system which is reputedly one of the most complex in the world. The customary 6.5 hour flood and ebb is certainly inconsistent in this stretch of water, and the frequently mentioned ‘Double High Water’ is due not, as is commonly believed, to the Solent’s dual entrance but to the strange tidal rhythm in the English Channel as well as to the shape of the Solent itself. Both Colin Tubbs, author of The Ecology, Conservation and History of the Solent, and the Associated British Ports (ABP) use an effective analogy to explain the tidal flow in the English Channel.


They compare the Channel to a rectangular-shaped tank in which the water levels can be made to seesaw around a central axis. If you tilt the tank in one direction the water will automatically flow to the lower end, creating the effects of High and Low Water at either end. Although this has been very much simplified, the Channel works in a similar way, which is why Low Water at Land’s End occurs when it is High Water in the Dover Strait (and vice versa). This happens twice a day and is known as an ‘oscillation’. Outside influences created by the sun and the moon in relation to the earth produce the ‘tilting’ effect, evolving from the Atlantic pulse which takes a certain amount of time to circulate the UK, hence causing the High Water and Low Water to vary from port to port. Most sailors know that there is a fortnightly cycle between the highest Springs and lowest Neaps, with each stage in the cycle taking place at more or less the same time each day in a particular area. In the case of the Solent, the highest Springs and lowest Neaps occur around midday and midnight, while the highest Neaps and lowest Springs are in the early morning and early evening. As Colin Tubbs goes on to explain, however, in reality the Channel is not rectangular in shape, but is more ‘funnel-shaped’, ‘with the Cherbourg peninsula further reducing the cross-sectional axis. Thus the volume of water forced into the eastern Channel on the flood after half-tide, when the flow past the node is strongest, induces a secondary tidal oscillation resulting in a Double High Water or long tidal stand.’ A further 30 smaller tidal oscillations, which derive from the fact that the Solent has two entrances, also play a part in the tidal pattern, culminating in the long flood tide, ‘young flood stand’ in Southampton Water and the short ebb.


The ‘young flood stand’ takes place about two hours after Low Water and is particularly prominent during Springs. It basically refers to a slackening in the tidal stream for about a two-hour period before a final surge to High Water, persisting for roughly three hours. The short ebb is a consequence of the flood and Double High Water. The flood in the western Solent flows for about six hours and is followed by the Double High Water, the whole process lasting for about nine hours. Therefore, as a complete tidal cycle is about 12.5 hours, it means the ebb tide can only run for between three and a half to four hours, which explains why the ebb is so strong, especially at Spring tides through Hurst Narrows and at the entrances to Chichester, Langstone and Portsmouth harbours.
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The tide in the Needles Channel can be very strong, especially on the ebb


As the western branch of the Solent is closer to the axis of the English Channel, the tidal range is far less than it is at the eastern end. The maximum tidal range in the east is around 4.5m whereas in the west it is about 2.8m. As the ABP points out in its Tide Tables, ‘the times of High Water and Low Water in the two places differ by only an hour or so however, and the rising tide in the eastern end has to rise further in about the same time as the western end. It therefore overtakes it in height about an hour or so before High Water, though in both places the tide is still rising. This difference in level causes the Solent tidal stream to turn to the westward between one and two hours before High Water, and to continue in that direction near the following Low Water, when it again turns to the eastward.’


Weather and atmospheric pressure also have a bearing on the height of tides, with high pressure slightly decreasing tidal heights and low pressure increasing them.
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Southampton Water experiences a ‘young flood stand’ about two hours after Low Water


CHARTLETS


All the chartlets in this book have been simplified and should not be used for navigation. The green shading indicates that the area dries at the Lowest Astronomical Tide (LAT), the dark blue signifies that there is up to five metres at LAT and the pale blue shading illustrates that there is over five metres of water at LAT. Soundings are represented in metres and tenths of metres, showing the depth of water above chart datum with the underlined soundings referring to drying heights above chart datum.


BEARINGS AND COURSES


All bearings and courses are true and so magnetic variation should be applied as shown on a current Admiralty Chart. Variation in Central Solent and Southampton Water is approximately 1°.10’ west (2015), decreasing by about eight minutes annually. Always consult your current charts. Please be aware that variation figures change from one end of the Solent to the other, so you should ensure that you consult the correct charts according to your exact location.


WAYPOINTS


It is advisable to check the waypoints in this book, especially if using them with a GPS, and at regular intervals plot your own position manually on the chart in case your GPS should fail at any time. Our waypoints are referenced to the WGS 84 datum so positions must be adjusted before plotting on charts referred to the old OSGB 1936 datum. Waypoints of the harbour and marina entrances have usually been included under the port headings, firstly to make it easier for you to pinpoint the area on the chart and secondly to be used as a final waypoint in your passage plan.


DISTANCES


All distances relating to the sea are in nautical miles, written as ‘M’ (1M = 2,025 yards / 1,852 metres) and metres, written as ‘m’ (1m = 1.094 yards).


MARINA CHARGES


Every effort has been made to include the most upto-date information on marina charges for boats of varying lengths, although all harbours are likely to raise their fees each year to keep in line with inflation. The charges mentioned in the book are inclusive of VAT and generally refer to the peak season rates.


YACHT CLUBS


The Solent is an international centre for yachting and this is reflected by the number of yacht clubs that have been set up here, many of which are among Britain’s oldest and finest maritime establishments. Most of the clubs welcome visiting yachtsmen, especially if from an affiliated club, although one or two do not extend their hospitality to visitors, most notably the Royal Yacht Squadron in Cowes. If you are thinking of visiting a yacht club, it is best to check with the steward or secretary as to whether you are actually welcome there before using their facilities.


SOLENT COASTGUARD


For routine traffic and other information, the Solent Coastguard should be contacted on VHF Ch 67. Don’t forget to always listen out before making a transmission and use the correct radio procedures. Note that Ch 16 should now be used for distress and emergency calls only. The Solent Coastguard broadcasts a weather forecast on Ch 86 and Ch 23 once an initial announcement has been made on Ch 16. All search and rescue operations (SAR) in the Solent area are coordinated by the Maritime Rescue Coordination Centre (MRCC) at Lee-on-Solent, whose MMSI is 002320011. The centre is manned round-the-clock by at least three coastguard officers who keep a watch on VHF Ch 16 and Ch 67.
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The historic Waverley Paddle Steamer is a frequent Solent visitor


TRANSPORT


Under each port you are able to find detailed travel information on the public and private transport within that particular area.


RAIL: There are direct rail links from Portsmouth and Southampton to London Waterloo, with the journey taking around an hour and a half. For enquiries contact National Rail (Tel: 03457 484950; www.nationalrail.co.uk).


CAR: The M3 and A3 are fast roads to London, which is only an hour or so away by car, while the M27 joins all the major towns along the South Coast of England. Car hire companies have been listed under the relevant ports or, alternatively, you can contact the nearest tourist office, which is again listed under each harbour.


BUS: There are a number of bus and coach operators connecting the cities, towns and villages throughout the Solent area and Hampshire, which are all listed under each individual port.


AIR: Two local airports with connecting flights throughout the UK and Europe are Bournemouth (Tel: 01202 364000), not far west of Lymington, and Southampton (Tel: 0844 481 7777). The South Coast is also in close proximity to the two major British airports, Heathrow (Tel: 0844 335 1801) and Gatwick (Tel: 0844 892 0322).


FERRIES: Wightlink Ferries run services between Portsmouth and Fishbourne on the Isle of Wight as well as between Lymington and Yarmouth and Portsmouth and Ryde (Tel: 0333 999 7333). Red Funnel offers routes between Southampton and East Cowes (Tel: 02380 019192). For information on ferries to northern France and the Channel Islands, call P&O (Tel: 0800 130 0030) or Brittany Ferries (Tel: 0871 244 0744).
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Interesting and varied transport options will help you explore more of the surrounding areas
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	Ferry terminal
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	Fishing harbour / quay
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	Fish farm
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	Fishing vessel(s)
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	Fuel berth
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	Harbourmaster
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	Heliport
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	Holding tank pump-out
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	Hospital
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	Isolated danger mark
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	Launderette
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	North cardinal mark
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	Port-hand mark
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	Post office
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	Public telephone
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	Railway station
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	Safe water mark
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	Shore power
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	Showers
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	Slipway
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	South cardinal mark
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	Starboard-hand mark
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	Supermarket
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	Traffic signals
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	Visitors’ berth / buoy
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	Waypoint
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	West cardinal mark
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	Yacht berthing facilities







BUOY COLOURS, LIGHTS AND FREQUENCIES













	R

	Red






	G

	Green






	Y

	Yellow






	B

	Black






	W

	White






	RW

	Red and white






	YB

	Yellow and black (South Cardinal)






	BYB

	Black, yellow, black (East Cardinal)






	BY

	Black and yellow (North Cardinal)






	YBY

	Yellow, black, yellow (West Cardinal)






	BY

	Black and red






	FR

	Fixed red light






	FG

	Fixed green light






	Fl

	Flashing light, period of darkness longer than light. A number indicates a group of flashes, e.g. Fl (3) R. Timing of whole sequence, including light and darkness, shown by number of seconds (s), e.g. Fl (3) R 15s. The range of the more powerful lights is given in nautical miles (M), e.g. Fl (3) R 15s 25M.






	L. Fl

	Long flash, of not less than two seconds






	Oc

	Occulting light, period of light longer than darkness






	Iso

	Isophase light, equal periods of light and darkness






	Q

	Quick flashing light, up to 50/60 flashes per minute






	VQ

	Very quick flashing light, up to 120 flashes per minute






	Mo

	Light flashing a (dot/dash) morse single letter sequence, e.g. Mo (S)






	Dir

	A light, usually sectored, RWG or RG, usually giving a safe approach within the W sector. Either fixed or displaying some kind of flashing characteristic
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Chapter one


Western Solent
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With considerably less commercial traffic and several tranquil harbours, the Western Solent is popular with yachtsmen. The backdrop of the New Forest, which stretches along the shoaling shores of the mainland, and the unspoilt coastline of the Isle of Wight make it a particularly attractive cruising ground.


Apart from the Needles Channel (see p7), the Western Solent has few serious hazards to watch out for, provided you keep to reasonable soundings. Along the Isle of Wight’s shores, Black Rock, Hamstead Ledge, Salt Mead Ledges and Gurnard Ledge are all clearly marked with buoys. In strong winds and tides heavy overfalls can occur at these particular spots but if you ensure you stay to the correct side of the buoyage you will be fine.


On the mainland coast, between Hurst Point and Lymington, the chart shows that you should not cut inshore where the shallow water off Pennington extends some three quarters of a mile from the land. East of Lymington’s entrance, the Pylewell Lake shallows also protrude approximately a mile offshore while, to the west of the entrance to the Beaulieu River, the Beaulieu Spit can easily catch out anyone making for the harbour. Patches of this sandbar dry to around 0.3m about 100m south of the spit, so it is important that you do not cut the corner.
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In favourable conditions there are several pleasant anchorages along the north coast of the Isle of Wight. Keeping clear and to the north of the moorings, you can anchor in Yarmouth Roads to the west of the harbour entrance. Another option is just inside the western edge of the Newtown River approach channel, in the lee of Hamstead Ledge. Totland Bay and Alum Bay, off the Needles Channel, are very popular anchorages, too, although with their isolated rocks you need to use a large-scale chart and careful pilotage when navigating in this area. It is not a good idea to anchor in the rocky and shallow Colwell Bay, situated between Warden Point and Fort Albert.


On the mainland side of the Solent, inside Hurst Point, there is a useful anchorage if waiting for the tides (see p18). Note that due to obstructions, anchoring is prohibited west of Solent Bank between Hamstead Ledge on the island to about 550m west of Durns Point on the mainland.


It is worth remembering that even short hops between Solent harbours need to be planned using a tidal atlas, especially on Spring tides.
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This north cardinal buoy lies off Sconce Point on the Isle of Wight
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The Hamstead Ledge buoy lies just to the west of Newtown River
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This south west Shingles Buoy (Fl R 2.5s) marks the Shingles Bank
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Black Rock off Yarmouth is clearly marked with a starboard-hand buoy






GUARDIANS OF THE WESTERN SOLENT


Looking out over the entrance to the Western Solent is Hurst Castle. Situated at the seaward end of a shingle spit that extends about two miles from Milford-on-Sea, near Keyhaven, it was one of a string of coastal fortresses constructed upon the orders of King Henry VIII to protect England from invasion by the European Catholic powers (see p134). The castle, which was completed in 1544, lies only three-quarters of a mile from the Isle of Wight, making it an ideal spot to defend the western approaches to the Solent and the naval cities of Southampton and Portsmouth.


Hurst Castle continued to play a significant military role in the 17th century – it was here in 1648 that King Charles I was imprisoned before being taken back to London for his trial and execution in 1649 following defeat by the Parliamentarians in the second English Civil War (1648-9).


Since then, it has also been refortified several times to keep pace with technological advances. In the 1860s, as a result of the findings of the 1859 Royal Commission, instigated by Britain’s Prime Minister, Lord Palmerston, in response to a volatile relationship with France (see p136), it received two new wing batteries, giving it the overall appearance that we see today. Hurst was garrisoned during both world wars and in the Second World War was equipped with coastal gun batteries and searchlights. Remaining part of the Coastal Artillery defences until 1956, it is today owned by English Heritage and is open to the public (see p18 for details).


Opposite Hurst Castle, on the shores of the Isle of Wight, sits Fort Albert, with Fort Victoria about half a mile further to the east. The fear of invasion by the French in 1852 (see p79 and p136) led to their construction in the mid-1850s as part of a string of fortifications. With its design allegedly conceived by Prince Albert himself, Fort Albert’s foundations were dug into the sea and a drawbridge was put in place to connect it to the shore. A miniature railway was used to transport ammunition to its cannon emplacements. Today, the fort is privately owned and has been converted into luxury flats. As there is no public access to even the cliffs above it, Fort Albert is best viewed from the sea or Hurst Castle. Fort Victoria, on the other hand, is still open to the public (see p22). Forming part of the Fort Victoria Country Park, the remains of this fort now enclose a marine aquarium, a seabed archaeology exhibition, a planetarium and a model railway.


The Needles Battery also played a significant part in the Western Solent’s defence. Sometimes referred to as the Old Battery (completed in 1863) to distinguish it from the nearby New Battery (completed in 1895), it guards the island’s westernmost tip and provides the closest view of the Needles from land. It was again built as a result of the 1859 Royal Commission report, and both batteries played a significant role in the two world wars, with the New Battery being used in the mid-1950s to 1960s to test the Black Knight and Black Arrow space rocket engines. The National Trust acquired the site in 1975 and, after an extensive restoration of the Old Battery, opened it to the public in 1982. For details contact The Needles Battery (Tel: 01983 754772).
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Hurst Castle commands the narrow entrance to the Solent
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The Needles Lighthouse easily defines the western tip of the Isle of Wight
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KEYHAVEN


Keyhaven harbour entrance: 50°42’.88N 01°33’.15W


Keyhaven lies at the western tip of the Solent, forming part of a nature reserve extending over 2,000 acres of saltings and mudflats. Tucked away behind Hurst Castle, it is really only accessible to small craft that can take the ground, although there is a small, moderately deep water anchorage just inside the entrance.


NAVIGATION


CHARTS: Admiralty Charts: SC5600, 2021, 2035; Imray: C15, 2200; Stanfords: 11, chartpack 24, chartpack 25, L9, L10


TIDES: Double High Waters occur at or near Springs, with predictions referring to the first High Water. Off Springs, there is a stand for about 2 hours, in which case predictions relate to the middle of the stand.


HW Springs at Hurst Point are 1 hour 15 minutes before and HW Neaps 5 minutes before HW Portsmouth. LW Springs are 30 minutes before and LW Neaps 25 minutes before LW Portsmouth. MHWS: 2.7m; MHWN: 2.3m; MLWN: 1.4m; MLWS: 0.7m.


APPROACHES: The entrance to Keyhaven lies about half a mile north-west of Hurst Point. From a distance it can be quite difficult to locate the mouth of the channel, approximately half a mile north of Hurst Tower Light (Fl [4] WR 15s 23m 13/11M Iso WRG 4s 19m 21-17M). The entrance is flanked by a low shingle bank to the south and mudflats beyond. On approach from the east you will not encounter any real dangers, although look out for the regular Lymington to Yarmouth ferries. From the west, be aware of both the Shingles Bank, over which seas can break, and the Trap, just inside Hurst Point, which should be given a wide berth.


It is not advisable to enter Keyhaven in strong easterly winds, especially as the bar is constantly shifting, and for yachts with a 1.5m draught accessibility is limited to two hours either side of High Water. If you keep to the transits, however, shallower draught yachts can find sufficient water at most states of the tide.


PILOTAGE: The waypoint 50°42’.70N 01°32’.79W brings you to less than half a mile of the entrance. From here two leading red and white-striped beacons, positioned on the mudflats just inside the entrance, bear 308°. It is quite difficult to see the beacons until you are fairly close in; you will probably spot the port and starboard unlit entrance buoys first. Take care with the approach as there can be strong tides across the entrance especially on the ebb.
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Keep bearing 308° past the entrance buoys for a short distance. Turn to port when the PHM Fl(3) R9s bears between 240° and 250°. This recently laid buoy is north-west of North Point at a waypoint of 50°42’.88N 01°33’.36W. After passing the PHM keep the green starboard buoys close to. The depth just inside the North Point entrance is only 0.4m LAT. Once in the channel, the deepest water is close to the line of moorings on your port-hand side. (Do not attempt to follow the five moorings immediately to west of the green buoys as this will lead you into a dead end.) Yachts that draw over 1.75m (5ft 7in) are advised to enter no further than the No. 20 mooring. Keep rigorously to the channel and do not attempt to cross any open water or make the mistake of following the shallow-draught ferry, as you may end up running aground.


Shortly afterwards, the fairway turns to the northwest, but the moorings still need to be followed closely until you get to the green buoy that indicates the beginning of the drying stretch of the channel to the quay. When closing the quay the best water is to port by the ferry jetty. At the top of Spring tides there is about 2.5m of water at Keyhaven’s quay but, owing to the unpredictable bottom, drying out is not a good idea.
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A course of 308° brings you to the port and starboard entrance buoys


The speed limit of four knots within the channel must be observed at all times. With its unlit entrance and fairway, a night approach would be unwise.


[image: ]


BERTHING


There is a small anchorage in about 3m just inside Keyhaven North Point entrance. Another popular anchorage in favourable conditions is outside the harbour, about halfway between the entrance and the fort, although this is mainly used while waiting for the tide. When anchoring here, the Hurst Tower Light should bear between 210° and 230°. It is also possible to tie up alongside the quay for a short stay at High Water. For berthing availability and advice, contact the Keyhaven River Warden (Tel: 01590 645695; VHF Ch 37).


BERTHING FEES: Overnight stays alongside quay: £15. Moorings: £10-£14 per night, depending on size of vessel and location of mooring. Anchoring (only allowed inside the spit) overnight stay: £8.33.
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A convenient ‘awaiting the tide’ anchorage north-west of Hurst Point




Keyhaven - Useful information







FACILITIES


Water is available from the tap by the warden’s office, while West Solent Boatbuilders caters for most repair needs and is equipped with a 9.5-ton crane and a 25-ton slip. It also runs a small chandlery near the quay. There is no fuel available here although you can get fuel in cans from Milford-on-Sea, but this is a good half-hour’s walk away and there are no public transport services.


Keyhaven Yacht Club (Tel: 01590 642165), which is adjacent to the quay, welcomes visitors from other clubs and has its own showers, as well as a bar and lounge that overlook the river.


PROVISIONING


The village of Milford-on-Sea fulfils most shopping needs, but is a good 30-minute walk away along winding lanes. The High Street incorporates most of the essential shops, including a Spar convenience store, a post office and a chemist. The village also has an HSBC bank with cashpoint.


EATING OUT


The attractive Gun Inn (Tel: 01590 642391) at Keyhaven serves local fish and shellfish and is famous for its real ales and extensive malt whisky collection. There are also a couple of good pubs and restaurants in Milford, among which are The Red Lion (Tel: 01590 642236) on the High Street and The White Horse (Tel: 01590 642360) on Keyhaven Road, which has a reputation for great homemade food.


ASHORE


Keyhaven is a conservation area and bird sanctuary, offering plenty of interesting shoreside walks.


Situated towards the seaward end of the shingle spit is Hurst Castle (see p15, Tel: 0370 333 1181). Now owned by English Heritage, the castle is open from 1000–1730 from April to September; 1030–1600 in October; closed from November to March. A ferry (Tel: 01590 642500) runs regularly from Keyhaven to Hurst Castle or you can walk to it across the spit. It is about a 30-minute walk, and you will need to wear a pair of strong shoes to cope with all of the shingle underfoot.
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The fairway to the Keyhaven Quay


TRANSPORT


BUSES: There are no buses between Keyhaven and Milford-on-Sea. Wilts and Dorset (Tel: 01590 672382) run regular bus services between Milford, Lymington and Christchurch.


TRAINS: The nearest train station is Lymington, which is about three to four miles from Milford-on-Sea.


TAXIS: Ocean Cars, Milfordon-Sea (Tel: 01425 612211); Galleon Taxi Services, New Milton (Tel: 01425 622222).


USEFUL INFORMATION


KEYHAVEN RIVER WARDEN: VHF Ch 37; Tel: 01590 645695.


BOATBUILDERS/ ENGINEERS: West Solent Boatbuilders: Tel: 01590 642080.


COASTGUARD: Lee-on-Solent: Tel: 02392 552100.


HOSPITAL: Lymington Hospital: Tel: 01590 663000.


DOCTOR’S SURGERY: Milford Medical Centre: Tel: 01590 643022.


DENTIST: Group Dental, Lymington: Tel: 01590 679888.


TOURIST INFORMATION: Tel: 01590 689000.
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YARMOUTH


Yarmouth harbour entrance: 50°42’.42N 01°30’.05W


The most western harbour on the Isle of Wight, Yarmouth is not only a convenient passage stopover but has also become a very desirable destination in its own right, especially now that Yarmouth has recently developed into a modern marina with a majority of walk ashore berths. The harbour has virtually all weather access. The pretty harbour and town offer plenty of fine restaurants and amenities and are within easy reach of many of the Isle of Wight’s tourist attractions.

OEBPS/Images/15.jpg





OEBPS/Images/11b.jpg





OEBPS/Images/t1.jpg
CRUISING COMPANION

A yachtsman’s pilot and cruising guide to ports and harbours
from Keyhaven to Chichester

Derek Aslett

QFERNHURST|BOOKS





OEBPS/Images/18a.jpg





OEBPS/Images/23.jpg





OEBPS/Images/17a.jpg





OEBPS/Images/25.jpg





OEBPS/Images/33.jpg






OEBPS/Images/4.jpg





OEBPS/Images/41.jpg





OEBPS/Images/14e.jpg





OEBPS/Images/51.jpg





OEBPS/Images/21.jpg





OEBPS/Images/9a.jpg






OEBPS/Images/12b.jpg





OEBPS/Images/2.jpg





OEBPS/Images/17.jpg





OEBPS/Images/35.jpg






OEBPS/Images/4b.jpg





OEBPS/Images/48.jpg





OEBPS/Fonts/Helvetica.otf


OEBPS/Images/8.jpg





OEBPS/Images/29.jpg





OEBPS/Images/7a.jpg





OEBPS/Images/36.jpg





OEBPS/Images/10.jpg





OEBPS/Images/38.jpg





OEBPS/Images/14b.jpg





OEBPS/Images/20.jpg





OEBPS/Images/19.jpg





OEBPS/Images/46.jpg





OEBPS/Images/6.jpg





OEBPS/Images/16a.jpg
o

N aa'e®
Often dries i
MLWS —

23

\

D)
KEYHAVEN /~

KeyhavenYC"—i-j \

AR N
Hurst Castle SC

)
°42.88N
01°33.15W

50°42' 70N |,

01°32'.79W|

I(4)WR155
IsOWRGAs

Overfalls

NE
Shingles
Q(3)10s

[Chart Datum|
WGS 84

Depths In metres

Isle of Wight







OEBPS/Images/13a.jpg





OEBPS/Images/10a.jpg





OEBPS/Images/27.jpg





OEBPS/Images/Cover.jpg
pr— _ NOINVdWOD ONISINYD

»





OEBPS/Images/12.jpg





OEBPS/Images/14d.jpg





OEBPS/Images/44.jpg





OEBPS/Images/14.jpg





OEBPS/Images/31.jpg





OEBPS/Images/32.jpg





OEBPS/Images/17b.jpg





OEBPS/Images/3.jpg





OEBPS/Images/12a.jpg





OEBPS/Images/40.jpg





OEBPS/Images/16.jpg





OEBPS/Images/4a.jpg






OEBPS/Images/49.jpg





OEBPS/Images/50.jpg





OEBPS/Images/11a.jpg





OEBPS/Images/42.jpg
%





OEBPS/Images/24.jpg





OEBPS/Images/9b.jpg





OEBPS/Images/1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/18.jpg





OEBPS/Images/12c.jpg





OEBPS/Images/6a.jpg
Bosham
Buckler's % . E X b Quay
Hard <

lichenor

Lymington's

Miford-on-Sea 3 >
Keyhaven -~ / % by “Ryc —
e / Seaview

' , ol

¢/ Narmouth

St Catherine’s Pt






OEBPS/Images/34.jpg





OEBPS/Images/47.jpg





OEBPS/Images/l1.jpg





OEBPS/Images/15b.jpg





OEBPS/Images/7b.jpg





OEBPS/Images/hh.jpg







OEBPS/Images/18b.jpg





OEBPS/Images/15a.jpg





OEBPS/Images/45.jpg





OEBPS/Fonts/MinionPro-Regular.otf


OEBPS/Images/9.jpg






OEBPS/Images/7.jpg





OEBPS/Images/12d.jpg





OEBPS/Images/28.jpg





OEBPS/Images/11.jpg





OEBPS/Images/14a.jpg
Beaulious (L~
Buckers ((—~

Hard ® 1 L,
-

/
Stansore/
Point |

0ldCG /

Lymington -5)‘7

WESTERN SOLENT

~—_ Keyhaven
<k
-

N

Y
WO e

~ Victoria
/" Country Park

‘[ Fort Albert
\

Distances shown are approximate





OEBPS/Images/37.jpg





OEBPS/Images/26.jpg





OEBPS/Images/13.jpg





OEBPS/Images/30.jpg





OEBPS/Images/43.jpg







OEBPS/Images/5.jpg





OEBPS/Images/14c.jpg





OEBPS/Images/11c.jpg
SEERBEREREEe gt

EB38REREAINBIREAERR

IH2BBREDAEEERHBRC

28RBI2LE5E8ELBR"

BRLEBBBLLBEERR

PEREBREREE NN

DISTANCE TABLE

Approximate distances in nautical miles are by the
most direct route, while avoiding dangers and allowing
for Traffic Separation Schemes.

B
7 10

s 2 1

16 8 9 12

136 6 5 13

19 12 10 18 13 14

21 14 12 21 18 5 15

24 17 15 23 18 8 5 16

19 13 10 18 15 5 6 8 17

24 18 15 24 19 10 7 6 6

21 27 15 36 20 20 20 19 7 15 19
45 38 36 45 42 3L 28 25 28 22 3/ 20






OEBPS/Images/8a.jpg





OEBPS/Images/39.jpg





OEBPS/Images/5a.jpg





