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Foreword

	There comes a moment in every believer’s life when quiet Christianity is no longer enough.

	Not because God has changed.

	Not because Scripture has lost its power.

	Not because the call of Christ has become more complicated than it was in the beginning.

	But because the world around us is always discipling us toward something. Every day, voices compete for our attention, our loyalty, our desires, our identity, and our devotion. Some are loud and obvious. Others are subtle, persuasive, and familiar. They do not always ask us to deny Christ openly. Many times, they simply invite us to make Him smaller, quieter, less central, and less costly.

	That is where the battle begins.

	The Christian life was never meant to be casual. Jesus did not call people to admire Him from a safe distance. He called them to follow Him. To deny themselves. To carry the cross. To lose their lives in order to find them. To become salt in a decaying world and light in a darkened one.

	Yet many believers today are exhausted, distracted, uncertain, and spiritually underformed. They love God sincerely, but they are being pulled in many directions. They want purpose, but they are surrounded by confusion. They desire holiness, but they live in a culture that normalizes compromise. They want to become who God created them to be, but everything around them seems designed to keep them shallow, hurried, anxious, and spiritually divided.

	This book is written for that believer.

	It is for the Christian who knows there must be more than routine religion.

	It is for the person tired of living with divided devotion.

	It is for the believer who wants to grow, but needs clarity.

	It is for the disciple who senses a holy discomfort and realizes that following Christ must touch every area of life.

	To contend is not merely to argue. It is not simply to defend a position. It is not an invitation to anger, pride, or spiritual arrogance. True contending begins deeper than that. It begins in the heart. It begins with surrender. It begins when a believer decides that Christ is worthy of full devotion, not partial attention.

	The greatest battle is not only around you.

	It is also within you.

	Will you become shaped by fear or by faith?

	Will you be formed by culture or by Christ?

	Will you live for applause or for obedience?

	Will you drift with the age or stand with the Word?

	Will you become who God created you to be, or will you settle for the smaller version of yourself that compromise offers?

	These are not small questions.

	They are questions of discipleship.

	They are questions of destiny.

	They are questions every generation of believers must answer.

	My prayer is that this book will call you upward. Not into religious performance, but into genuine transformation. Not into condemnation, but into conviction. Not into fear of the world, but into deeper confidence in Christ. Not into passive belief, but into a life that is rooted, surrendered, courageous, and fruitful.

	The world does not need more Christians who merely know the language of faith.

	It needs believers who live with spiritual depth.

	Believers who pray.

	Believers who forgive.

	Believers who resist compromise.

	Believers who love truth without losing compassion.

	Believers who carry conviction without becoming cruel.

	Believers who become steady when everything around them shakes.

	This is the call.

	Not to pretend.

	Not to perform.

	Not to drift.

	But to contend.

	To contend for your soul.

	To contend for your devotion.

	To contend for your family.

	To contend for your calling.

	To contend for the person God created you to become.

	May these pages awaken holy courage in you.

	May they strengthen your faith.

	May they expose what has been pulling you away.

	And may they lead you back to the One who formed you, called you, redeemed you, and still intends to finish the work He began in you.

	 


Introduction

	The Battle for Who You Will Become

	Every day, something is forming you.

	Your habits are forming you.

	Your relationships are forming you.

	Your entertainment is forming you.

	Your private thoughts are forming you.

	Your pain is forming you.

	Your choices are forming you.

	Your fears are forming you.

	Your prayers, or the absence of them, are forming you.

	No one remains spiritually neutral. We are always becoming something. The question is not whether formation is happening. The question is what kind of person we are becoming and what forces we have allowed to shape us.
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