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Meet Your New Dog


Welcome to Meet the Yorkie. Whether you’re a long-time Yorkshire Terrier owner, or you’ve just gotten your first puppy, we wish you a lifetime of happiness and enjoyment with your new pet.


In this book, you’ll learn about the history of the breed, receive tips on feeding, grooming, and training, and learn about all the fun you can have with your dog. The American Kennel Club and I-5 Press hope that this book serves as a useful guide on the lifelong journey you’ll take with your canine companion.


Owned and cherished by millions across America, Yorkshire Terriers make wonderful companions and also enjoy taking part in a variety of dog sports, including Conformation (dog shows), Obedience, Rally®, and Agility.


Thousands of Yorkies have also earned the AKC Canine Good Citizen® certification by demonstrating their good manners at home and in the community. We hope that you and your Yorkshire Terrier will become involved in AKC events, too! Learn how to get involved at www.akc.org/events or find a training club in your area at www.akc.org/events/trainingclubs.cfm.


We encourage you to connect with other Yorkshire Terrier owners on the AKC website (www.akc.org), Facebook (www.facebook.com/americankennelclub), and Twitter (@akcdoglovers). Also, visit the website for the Yorkshire Terrier Club of America (www.ytca.org), the national parent club for the Yorkshire Terrier, to learn about the breed from reputable exhibitors and breeders.


Enjoy Meet the Yorkie!


 


Sincerely,


 


Dennis B. Sprung


AKC President and CEO
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Although it is one of the world’s smallest breeds, the Yorkshire Terrier (or “Yorkie” as he’s known by his millions of fans) is noted to be sturdy, hardy, and fearless. Anyone thinking this is just a pretty lap dog will be in for a big surprise.


The Yorkie is all dog—playful, energetic, bold, and courageous. However, it is the breed’s fascinating blend of temperament traits that really sets him apart.




Yorkie Play Dates


One of the newest trends in the dog park social scene is the breed-specific play date. Some dog parks feature regular get-togethers where owners of specific breeds meet to socialize, exchange advice, and let their dogs mingle with others of the same breed. These events are usually publicized through online mailings or breed-related chat lists. Some have become truly gala affairs featuring birthday celebrations, costume contests, treats, gifts, and more.





The Yorkshire Terrier enjoys a long-standing, well-deserved reputation as an ideal companion. He does not like to be ignored and will go to great lengths to prevent it from happening. Affectionate and entertaining, he is equally happy to join you for a walk in the park or an afternoon siesta. He has no trouble keeping himself entertained, making sure you are never bored in the process. Without a doubt, this breed is a great choice for urban dog lovers seeking a non-shedding breed that needs little space. But that doesn’t mean that Yorkies are not adaptable to a range of lifestyles. As long as you are prepared to provide him with daily care, attention, and exercise, your Yorkie can be happy just about anywhere.


The Yorkie’s loyalty is wholehearted. However, be warned that this extreme devotion can translate into protective and possessive behavior that you might not expect from a pint-sized dog. Despite his size, the Yorkshire Terrier is famed for his watchdog ability. Game for anything, he won’t hesitate to defend his territory (or owner) against any threat, regardless of size. And he won’t just bark to warn you of potential dangers, he’ll jump into the fray without hesitation. These lionhearted instincts can get a Yorkie into trouble if he is not well supervised. Males, especially, can be noted for poor judgment in choosing to take on larger opponents, regardless of an obvious size disadvantage.


AN INDEPENDENT THINKER


Along with this breed’s remarkable confidence and poise, the Yorkie’s terrier ancestry can be seen in his cleverness, curiosity, and intelligence. From his working terrier forebears, he has inherited a definite independent streak and an amazing knack for solving problems. Traditional working terriers were expected to take care of themselves and do their job without human direction. For modern-day Yorkshire Terriers, this personality trait can cause them to become easily bored with strict repetitive training. The Yorkie is smart, but you will need a creative approach to training in order to motivate him and hold his attention.
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Meet the Yorkshire Terrier


AKC Meet the Breeds®, hosted by the American Kennel Club and presented by Pet Partners, Inc., is a great place to see Yorkshire Terriers, as well as more than 200 other dog and cat breeds. Not only can you see dogs, cats, puppies, and kittens of all sizes, you can also talk to experts in each of the breeds. Meet the Breeds features demonstration rings to watch events for law enforcement K9s, grooming, agility, and obedience. You also can browse the more than 100 vendor booths for every imaginable product for you and your pet.


It’s great fun for the whole family. AKC Meet the Breeds takes place in the fall in New York City. For more information, check out www.meetthebreeds.com.
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Getting a small dog like the Yorkie is a big decision. Make sure to research the breed and discuss the pros and cons of living with a Yorkie with your whole family.


The breed’s terrier instincts also include a strong predatory drive, which is most often expressed as exuberant playfulness, stalking, pouncing, and “killing” his squeaky toys. Like all breeds with a strong prey drive, this trait can complicate training, causing a Yorkie to become easily distracted and inclined to turn everything into a game. Consistency is the key to training any dog, but more so for a Yorkshire Terrier. Lessons should be frequent, short, and upbeat. Don’t expect your puppy to learn something after just one or two repetitions, and don’t become frustrated with the training process.


Training is essential to your Yorkie’s well-being. Yorkie owners can rarely resist the temptation to spoil or coddle their pets—and that is exactly what Yorkies are for. But this should never include overlooking bad behavior. Every dog, no matter how small, must be taught to understand rules and socially acceptable behavior. A stern verbal reprimand is usually sufficient to get your point across. Despite his size, the Yorkie can be headstrong and inclined to try to get his way. And he really should not be the one making decisions for your family. It is your responsibility to create rules that are in his (and your) best interest.


The first rule of training is to teach your puppy the meaning of the word “no.” It’s invaluable because it can mean anything from no barking to no biting or no fussing while being groomed. Consistently reinforcing your rules and boundaries through training is one of the best ways to foster a close bond with your dog. Looking to you as his pack leader, your Yorkie will take his behavioral cues from you. So, be clear and be consistent.




Yorkies and Other Canines


If you plan to get a Yorkie as a companion for another dog, be realistic about potential complications before moving forward with the plan. This breed may not be the best choice for a large or rambunctious dog. Even friendly roughhousing can result in serious injury for a tiny dog like the Yorkie. Most dogs enjoy having a canine companion, and they usually develop a close bond, but don’t meddle in the process. Your efforts to speed up things can undermine its success. Forcing dogs to share food or toys may inadvertently instigate rivalries and dominance problems. Most importantly, give them time. It can take three or four weeks for a bond to develop between unfamiliar dogs.





COAT CARE


Grooming maintenance will be a big part of caring for your Yorkie. The breed’s characteristically long hair is often described as “silky,” with a texture very similar to human hair. However, most Yorkies have a soft coat, rather than a true silky coat. Either way, it can easily mat and tangle without your help. Clipping to the shorter, popular pet-style “puppy cut” will certainly help, but it will still require regular upkeep. Make sure you’re prepared for this time commitment for your dog’s appearance before you decide to bring a Yorkshire Terrier home. And keep in mind that a good groomer can become a great partner in your Yorkie’s coat care.
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LIVING WITH CHILDREN



Like adults, most children are captivated by the Yorkie’s enchanting looks and spirited demeanor. However, this breed may not be the best choice for a young child. Even a fully grown Yorkie can be seriously hurt if accidentally dropped or stepped on by a child. Think carefully before deciding to bring home a Yorkie if you have children under ten years old. Yorkshire Terriers are just like other dogs—if teased or provoked, they will defend themselves. And they can pack a surprisingly powerful bite for such little dogs. Aside from the risk of accidental injury, Yorkie grooming also poses far too much responsibility for a child to manage. Improper or neglected grooming can result in a big mess in a very short amount of time.


If you think your children are careful and responsible enough to help you care for a Yorkie (as you provide adequate supervision), keep these basic points in mind before introducing a Yorkie into your home. Whether they are puppies or adults, small dogs that haven’t been raised with children must be allowed sufficient time to get used to them. Children’s unpredictable behavior can be intimidating to dogs because children tend to move quickly and abruptly, speaking louder than adults. These gestures can be mistakenly interpreted as threatening, especially to a small dog.


In addition to allowing the dog enough time to get used to a child’s typical mannerisms, you must take the time to teach your child how to properly interact with a small dog. It’s best to supervise all of their interactions because a child may not realize some games are too rough or frightening for a puppy. A successful relationship between a child and a small dog requires a great deal of education and adult supervision. Use common sense when deciding which (if any) dog-care chores should become a child’s responsibility.
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LIVING WITH OTHER PETS


Yorkies generally get along well with other pets, but there are exceptions. Some small-animal species are naturally fearful or defensive toward dogs. Some Yorkies have a keen predatory instinct, which can set the stage for a disastrous situation. Unless a Yorkie has been well-socialized toward rabbits, gerbils, and other small animals during puppyhood, he can easily view them as prey.




A PIECE OF HISTORY







The progenitors of the Yorkshire Terrier probably included such extinct breeds as the Waterside Terrier, Paisley Terrier, and Clydesdale Terrier. They were very likely interbred at some point and contributed to the creation of several modern terrier breeds. Some breed historians theorize that both the Paisley and Clydesdale descended from silky-coated Skye Terriers.
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Introduce training from the day you bring your Yorkie puppy home. This intelligent breed is easily bored, so you must be creative to keep your dog’s mind challenged.


Cat introductions should also be made slowly, even if your cat is friendly and sociable. Keep your Yorkie on a lead or on your lap for the first meeting. Watch the cat’s expressions and body language for any signs of fear or aggression. Dogs and cats may easily misinterpret each others’ signals, resulting in unintentional provocation. If they seem to be hitting it off well as the meeting progresses, let them get close enough to sniff and touch each other. But keep a vigilant eye on them and make sure that the cat has an easy escape route if he becomes frightened and tries to bolt. In some cases, dogs and cats develop a bond quickly. But even if they don’t, you cannot become discouraged. These daily supervised visits may be needed for a week, a month, or even longer before your pets start to accept each other’s presence.


A PLAYTIME COMPANION


Yorkies love toys and games. Even elderly dogs find it hard to resist a new toy or play session. Playtime should never be viewed as unimportant or a waste of time. For breeds like terriers, it is an essential way to teach appropriate human-canine interaction, such as bite control. Although they are small, Yorkies have strong teeth and powerful jaws. Regular interactive play is the best way to teach your Yorkshire Terrier that nipping, biting, and refusing to hand over contraband items are unacceptable behaviors. Playing is also an excellent way to prevent boredom. If bored, a Yorkie’s terrier nature can lead to unwanted habits like excessive barking, destructive chewing, or excavating your potted plants.


Professional dog walkers and day-care programs can be a great way to expand your dog’s social life and fill the hours while you are at work. They can help to familiarize a new puppy to your daily routines, reinforce training, and prevent your Yorkie from resorting to bad habits to relieve his boredom and excess energy.


For small breeds like Yorkies, indoor day-care facilities can be a great alternative exercise option during inclement weather. Day care can provide a wonderful social outlet for your Yorkie, too. Some owners make this a regular routine, taking their pets every day. Others use day care to break up the routine, taking their dogs for play sessions two or three times a week.


Dog parks have become especially popular in urban areas with limited opportunities for dogs to exercise and socialize. Busy crowded sidewalks can pose many dangers for a tiny dog, and many parks do not permit dogs on or off lead. In the past decade, dog parks have sprung up in many cities as a solution to this problem. These dog-friendly, securely fenced environments provide a welcome respite for dogs and dog lovers.




Choosing a Dog Park


When looking for a dog park, be on the lookout for the three Ss:


[image: image] Security. Gates should be high enough to prevent big dogs from jumping over or small ones from squeezing under; double gates help avert escapes. Some parks provide segregated play areas for large and small dogs. Each area should be clearly designated and fenced.


[image: image] Sanitation. Cleaning tools, disinfectant, plastic bags, and receptacles should be readily available. All hard surfaces should be disinfected regularly; depending on the amount of dog traffic, this might be daily or weekly.


[image: image] Safety. The park should be accessible to emergency services. If the park provides seating for humans, dogs will inevitably jump and climb on it. Make sure the seats are sturdy with slats closely spaced. If the park has no trees, it should have another source of shade. Some dog parks have an on-site water supply; some don’t. Either way, water should always be available.


Maintaining and sharing a dog park necessitates courtesy and common sense. Dogs will be dogs, but don’t let your pet infringe on anyone’s enjoyment of the space. All of the dogs in the park should be adequately supervised to prevent fighting or damage. Never let your Yorkie play off lead where large dogs can reach him.
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Responsible Pet Ownership


Getting a dog is exciting, but it’s also a huge responsibility. That’s why it’s important to educate yourself on all that is involved in being a good pet owner. As a part of the Canine Good Citizen® test, the AKC has a “Responsible Dog Owner’s Pledge,” which states:


I will be responsible for my dog’s health needs.


[image: image] I will provide routine veterinary care, including check-ups and vaccines.


[image: image] I will offer adequate nutrition through proper diet and clean water at all times.


[image: image] I will give daily exercise and regularly bathe and groom.


I will be responsible for my dog’s safety.


[image: image] I will properly control my dog by providing fencing where appropriate, by not letting my dog run loose, and by using a leash in public.


[image: image] I will ensure that my dog has some form of identification when appropriate (which may include collar tags, tattoos, or microchip identification).


[image: image] I will provide adequate supervision when my dog and children are together.


I will not allow my dog to infringe on the rights of others.


[image: image] I will not allow my dog to run loose in the neighborhood.


[image: image] I will not allow my dog to be a nuisance to others by barking while in the yard, in a hotel room, etc.


[image: image] I will pick up and properly dispose of my dog’s waste in all public areas, such as on the grounds of hotels, on sidewalks, in parks, etc.


[image: image] I will pick up and properly dispose of my dog’s waste in wilderness areas, on hiking trails, on campgrounds, and in off-leash parks.


I will be responsible for my dog’s quality of life.


[image: image] I understand that basic training is beneficial to all dogs.


[image: image] I will give my dog attention and playtime.


[image: image] I understand that owning a dog is a commitment in time and caring.






THINK ABOUT THE TERRIER



We all know Yorkshire Terriers are adorable, but that shouldn’t be the main reason you want to call one your own. Getting a dog is a big decision that will change everything about your home and lifestyle. It’s a long-term commitment, which you should discuss with everyone in your household before making a final decision. Before going shopping for a new puppy, really think about why you want a Yorkie. Research the breed’s personality traits and characteristics, as well as any health and behavior difficulties.
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Yorkies are undoubtedly cute and cuddly, but they must know that you are the pack leader, not them.


Once you’ve done your homework and decided with your family that the Yorkie is the breed for you, you’ll be happy to patiently search for the right dog—one that will become a great companion for years to come.




At a Glance …


Playful, energetic, strong, and fearless—the Yorkshire Terrier has immense personality beyond his size.


 


The Yorkie is smart, clever, and fiercely curious. Start training early to hone these traits into a well-mannered companion around the home.


 


The Yorkie’s small size and natural inclination to defend himself can prove a difficult combination for a child to contend with. If you have young kids, you must teach them beforehand how to properly handle and behave around animals. Once you bring home a Yorkie, you must closely supervise all interactions between your children and the dog.


 


Yorkshire Terriers are active, playful dogs. If you decide to get one, make sure you have the time to devote plenty of attention to playing with him.
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Thinking about getting a Yorkshire Terrier? It’s a fascinating breed, with a penchant for playfulness and a zeal for life. Full of warmth and affection, it’s no wonder that the Yorkie is among the most popular dog breeds in America.


But what makes this breed so great? Breeders nationwide work diligently to produce happy Yorkshire Terriers with good temperament and healthy genetics.
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Full of spunk, Yorkies don’t see themselves as small dogs. But they are tiny, so you must always be aware of where they are and remove potential dangers.


The little blue and tan dog that we call the Yorkshire Terrier is unique among his fellow Toy breeds. The long-haired Yorkie is sturdy in both body and mind, according to the breed standard, which is basically a written description of what each dog in a particular breed should look like and what his temperament should be. The breed standard is written by an American Kennel Club-affiliated national club (called a “parent club”) that takes responsibility to promote and protect its breed. The Yorkie’s parent club is the Yorkshire Terrier Club of America (www.ytca.org).


PROUD PARENTS


The breed’s parent club is the gatekeeper to all things Yorkie—tracking health concerns, promoting responsible breeding practices, and maintaining a social network for fellow fanciers. Although the Yorkshire Terrier breed was accepted into the AKC in 1885, it was nearly 75 years before a parent club was established and accepted. The Yorkshire Terrier Club of America’s humble beginnings started in October 1951, with the newly founded club’s inaugural meeting held at the home of Kay Finch in Corona del Mar, California. In July 1952, the club held its first sanctioned match in Los Angeles, drawing 51 entries.


The first Yorkshire Terrier Club of America specialty show took place in late September 1952, in conjunction with the Beverly-Riviera Kennel Club in Santa Monica, California. It wasn’t until June 1958 that the AKC officially accepted the Yorkshire Terrier Club of America. Today, the YTCA has more than 500 members and publishes a quarterly newsletter called The Yorkie Express. A number of regional Yorkshire Terrier clubs spread throughout the country also hold specialty shows each year.
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