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Catherine Martin's "An Australian Girl" is a poignant exploration of identity, landscape, and the intricate dance between tradition and modernity within Australian culture. Through lyrical prose and vivid imagery, Martin encapsulates the essence of life in colonial Australia, offering readers an intimate glimpse into the struggles and triumphs of a young girl navigating the complexities of her heritage and environment. The novel's rich narrative is steeped in its historical context, reflecting the societal shifts and emerging national consciousness prevalent in Australia during the late 19th century, while seamlessly incorporating elements of the burgeoning Australian literary tradition. Catherine Martin, born in 1865, was a prominent figure in the Australian literary landscape and the first woman to publish a novel in Australia. Her experiences growing up in the culturally diverse milieu of the Australian bush, paired with her deep appreciation for Indigenous culture and natural beauty, informed her writing. Martin'Äôs personal and familial connections to the themes of belonging and cultural hybridism deeply resonate throughout "An Australian Girl," presenting a nuanced perspective shaped by her own life experiences and observations. I highly recommend "An Australian Girl" to readers seeking to understand the rich tapestry of Australian identity and the complexities faced by women in the 19th century. Martin'Äôs artful storytelling and evocative descriptions not only cultivate a sense of place but also foster an emotional connection to the characters, making it an essential read for those interested in Australian literature, gender studies, and colonial narratives.
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In "The Legend of Kupirri, or, The Red Kangaroo," W. A. Cawthorne masterfully weaves a rich tapestry of Aboriginal mythology and Australian wildlife, presenting an enchanting narrative that explores the interactions between humans and nature. Cawthorne employs a lyrical and evocative prose style, immersing readers in the vivid landscapes of the Australian outback. Through Kupirri, a legendary red kangaroo, the author delves into themes of identity, survival, and the deep cultural connections between Indigenous Australians and their land, placing the work within a broader literary context of nature-centric stories that examine the interplay of mythology and the environment. W. A. Cawthorne, an avid researcher and storyteller, draws inspiration from his vast knowledge of Australian history and Indigenous traditions. His passion for preserving Aboriginal stories through contemporary literature reflects a commitment to honoring the voices and legacies of Australia'Äôs first peoples. Cawthorne's background'Äîrooted in both academic study and firsthand experiences in the outback'Äîhas informed a nuanced understanding of the cultural narratives he presents. This book is a compelling read for anyone interested in Indigenous stories, wildlife, or the power of myth. Cawthorne's enchanting prose invites both young and adult readers to reflect on their relationship with nature and the importance of cultural heritage, making it an essential addition to any literary collection.
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In "John Batman, the Founder of Victoria," James Bonwick chronicles the life and expeditions of John Batman, a pivotal figure in Australia's colonial history. Bonwick's narrative weaves together meticulous research and vivid storytelling to illuminate Batman'Äôs role in the establishment of Victoria, exploring the complexities of his relationships with Indigenous peoples and his vision for the burgeoning colony. The book's literary style is characterized by a blend of historical fact and biographical detail, set against the backdrop of 19th-century Australian exploration and settlement, making it as engaging as it is informative. James Bonwick, a prominent historian and biographer of colonial Australia, drew upon his extensive knowledge of the era, including its social and political intricacies, to craft this comprehensive account. His background as a teacher and his own experiences in Australia informed his perspective, providing him with unique insights into the figures and ideologies that shaped early Australian society. This context enhances his portrayals of both Batman's ambitions and the ramifications of European settlement on Indigenous communities. "John Batman, the Founder of Victoria" is essential reading for those interested in Australian history, colonial studies, and the narratives of early settlers. Bonwick's balanced approach invites readers to reflect critically on the legacies of colonization, making this a thought-provoking addition to any historical library.
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In "The Brothers-In-Law: A Tale Of The Equatorial Islands; and The Brass Gun Of The Buccaneers," Louis Becke intricately weaves narratives that explore the cultural and social underpinnings of life in the equatorial Pacific. Rich in descriptive detail, Becke'Äôs storytelling resonates with a blend of adventure and realism, reflecting the direct experience he garnered from his own travels in the region. Through a vivid portrayal of the interactions between islanders and European adventurers, the text embarks on a critical examination of colonialism, identity, and human resilience, set against a backdrop of turbulent historical changes in the late 19th century. Louis Becke, an Australian author known for his vivid depictions of the South Seas, drew from his background as a sailor and a trader to inform his writing. Having lived extensively in the tropical islands he describes, his personal insights and observations lend authenticity to his narratives. Becke'Äôs experiences with diverse cultures and his understanding of the intricacies of human relationships greatly shaped the thematic elements in this work, providing readers a window into the socio-political dynamics of the time. This book is highly recommended for readers interested in colonial literature, maritime history, or the cultural complexities of Pacific Island life. Becke'Äôs attention to detail and skillful storytelling not only entertain but also provoke thoughtful reflections on the legacies of imperialism and human nature, making it a worthy addition to any literary collection.
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The Old Bush Songs is a compelling anthology that captures the essence of Australian folklore through its rich collection of traditional songs. Edited by various contributors, the collection weaves together lyrical narratives that reflect the rugged beauty of the Australian landscape, the hardships of bush life, and the emotive experiences of its inhabitants. The diverse literary style ranges from the humorous to the mournful, incorporating elements of balladry that resonate with themes of love, loss, and adventure. This work serves not only as an artistic expression but also as a cultural artifact, preserving the musical heritage of Australia's early settlers and Indigenous traditions within a vibrant literary context. The editors of The Old Bush Songs draw from a well of collective experiences that inform their choice of pieces and the historical significance of bush poetry. Their deep appreciation for the rich tapestry of Australian life'Äîfostered by personal experiences in rural settings'Äîbolsters the authenticity of the anthology. Each song acts as a narrative vessel, carrying with it the stories of the land and its people, illustrating the intertwining of history, mythology, and social commentary. This book is a must-read for those interested in Australian culture and history as well as lovers of folk music and poetry. The Old Bush Songs transports readers into the heart of the Australian bush, celebrating its spirit and resilience, and invites contemporary audiences to connect with a literary tradition that transcends time.
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DISTRESS ARISING FROM EXCESS OF LABOUR AND
CAPITAL IN THIS COUNTRY—WANT OF BOTH IN THE
COLONIES—DIFFICULTIES IN ADJUSTING THE SUPPLY OF LABOUR AND
CAPITAL IN THE COLONIES—OBJECT OF THE WORK PRINCIPLE OF
COLONIZATION ENUNCIATED BY MR. WAKEFIELD GENERAL ADOPTION OF HIS
VIEWS BY LEADING POLITICIANS—FORMS A GUARANTEE OF SUCCESS
TO FUTURE EMIGRANTS DISCOVERY OF WESTERN AUSTRALIA—HISTORY
OF ITS SETTLEMENT—NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE GOVERNMENT FOR THE
ADVANCEMENT OF THIS COLONY—REGULATIONS AT LENGTH
ESTABLISHED FOR ENCOURAGING EMIGRATION TO IT—PROJECTED TOWN
TO BE NAMED AUSTRALIND BENEFITS ARISING FROM THE PATRONAGE OF
GREAT COMPANIES.

It is now universally admitted that
there exists in this country, great competition for employment in
every kind of labour, bodily and mental, amongst all classes of
persons, whether well or ill-educated. The debates in Parliament,
the evidence supplied to Committees of both Houses, and almost
every newspaper, furnish proof that the number of persons in this
kingdom who are struggling with difficulty for the means of
subsistence, is extremely great; that the happiness and
prosperity of society at large is thereby materially lessened,
and that even the stability of our political institutions is
occasionally placed in jeopardy by this state of things.*

[* H. G. Ward, Esq. M.P., Speech in the House of
Commons, 27th June, 1839, on Colonization.—Quarterly
Review, No. 78, Art. 8.]

If any one should doubt the correctness of these opinions, let
him direct his attention to the present state of pauperism: let
him reflect on the meagre pittance awarded as wages both to the
agricultural and the manufacturing labourer; on the numbers in
the manufacturing districts constantly unemployed; on the growing
disposition to turbulence amongst the labouring classes, of which
Chartism is the exponent; and, finally, let him reflect on the
multitudes of the Irish poor subsisting by mendicancy and
plunder.* Whatever the peculiar views of individuals may be on
the subject of population, corn-laws, pauperism, &c., no
person, taking due pains to inform himself, can doubt for a
moment that there has long been in the United Kingdom a much
greater number of persons than could find full employment at
wages, or other remuneration sufficient for their comfortable
subsistence. To express the result in a word,—labour is
in excess in this country in proportion to the means for its
profitable investment. Whilst such a state of things indisputably
exists at home, it is at the same time equally certain,
although not equally known or understood, that in our
colonies there is as great a want of labour as
there is a surplus of it here. Hence has arisen a desire
amongst the working classes, in proportion to their knowledge of
the opening for their employment in our colonies, to emigrate,
but the first difficulty that presents itself to the labouring
man at home, is the supposed impossibility of removing himself
from the place where his services are little valued, to the
favoured spot where such services would be richly remunerated:
the cost of conveying himself any considerable distance,
appearing to him to present an insuperable bar to the attainment
of his object: and thus in too many cases his hopes and
well-intentioned projects have been at once extinguished.

[* In Ireland there are 2,300,000 persons for
whose labour there is no demand for thirty weeks in the
year.—Evidence; Poor Law Inquiry Commission.]

Capital is also found in a state of excess here,
and of deficiency in the colonies. The manufacturer, the
merchant, and farmer constantly perceive this excess manifested
in the great competition of their respective rivals in business,
and in the low rate of profits consequent thereon. In removing to
a colony, our farmers, merchants, and manufacturers find that the
greatest difficulty they have to contend against, is the
excessively high rate of Wages, if not the absolute destitution
of all assistance from labourers. Could they conscientiously or
lawfully avail themselves of slave labour, as in the ancient
flourishing period of Greek colonization, or as still permitted
in the United States; ** they would speedily be enabled to
produce a great surplus of articles having exchangeable value,
and thereby attain individual wealth, and advance the general
prosperity of the colony in which they might be settled.

[** There are 2,000,000 Slaves in the United
States, and their value, at £.60 each, is a property saleable for
£.120,000,000!—See Minutes of Evidence on Colonial Lands,
p. 75.



By a more recent calculation, the number of slaves in the United
States is estimated at 3,000,000, which, at the present valuation
of £.100 each, gives a nominal value of £.300,000,000
sterling!!]

Repeated experiments *** have been made to engage labourers
from this country, partly for wages, and partly in consideration
of the expense the capitalist had been put to in conveying them
to the colonies. One result has almost uniformly followed these
experiments: the labourer, having speedily found that he could,
by the competition of other capitalists, obtain higher wages than
he had bargained for, and that by labouring at high wages for a
few months, he could acquire land sufficient for producing what
he considered necessary for his own subsistence—disregarded
his contract—became at once independent, and a landed
proprietor.

[*** Ibid, p. 63.]

The object of this little work is to exhibit to capitalists
and labourers proposing to emigrate, a remedy for the evils above
stated, and to furnish them with the best attainable information,
respecting a colony where such a remedy may be most successfully
applied.

The merit of discovering that sound principle of
colonization,—a sufficiency of labour, with a high rate of
wages and of profits, at the same time that it prevents great
excess of either,—is due to Mr. Wakefield, who ten years
ago first expounded his enlightened views on this subject, in his
entertaining and instructive Letter from Sydney.* These
views were followed up in 1833, by his work entitled England
and America, The subject was of too much importance, it
involved too many interests, and those of too great magnitude, to
permit the Colonial Department to treat it with disregard. From a
Speech of Lord Howick's, in the House of Commons, on Emigration,
in February 1831, the government appears to have been induced to
weigh with care the views of the Colonization Society, which had
adopted Mr. Wakefield's opinions. Lords Ripen and Glenelg were
certainly influenced thereby. Tins principle was recognized by
the Legislature in 1834, in the Act for Colonizing South
Australia, 4th and 5th Will. IV.** On the 8th of June, 1836, a
Select Committee of the House of Commons was appointed to
investigate the subject; *** and their "Report on the Disposal of
Lands in the British Colonies," further sanctioned that principle
of colonization, which, after being once clearly unfolded,
surprises by its simplicity, by its almost universal capability
of adaptation, by its practical utility, and by the necessity of
its application at this period in explanation of some of our
economical difficulties, and as a remedy for many of our social
evils ****.

[* Edited by Robert Gouger, and published in
1829.]

[** The last Act of the Unreformed
Parliament.]

[*** In 1838, these views were fully confirmed by
the numerous and intelligent witnesses examined before the
Transportation Committee.

[**** See the Earl of Durham's Report on the
affairs of Britkh North America, p. 73, and Report in Appendix
(B), by Mr. Charles Buller, M. P. The merit due to this latter
Report has been awarded publicly by Mr. Buller to Mr. E. G.
Wakefield.]

The principle may be thus briefly stated:—

That all unoccupied lands in the colonies being property of
the Crown, no person shall be allowed to obtain waste land
therein except by purchase of the Crown, in certain considerable
quantities, and at a uniform price per acre, fixed sufficiently
high to keep a continued supply of combinable labour in each
colony, proportioned to the available capital invested
therein.

That the Funds raised by the sale of lands in any colony,
shall be employed in conveying thither labourers from the United
Kingdom who desire to emigrate, free from all expense to them:
preference being given to young adult persons, especially if
recently married; and care being taken to preserve equality of
numbers of both sexes.

The carrying out of this principle in the case of the colony
of South Australia immediately produced striking effects. In
1839, the sales of land in it, yielded nearly 200,000l.!
This fact, and the successful results which have followed in the
colony in question may assure every one who embarks as capitalist
or labourer, to better his fortunes at a distance from his native
home, that no government will venture hereafter to act in
opposition to a principle which, while it appeals to the common
sense of mankind by its simplicity, is found to be so correct by
its practical success.

Having stated the remedy for the evils formerly and still felt
in some of our colonies, it is now proposed to furnish the best
attainable information respecting the colony of Western
Australia, where all the evils consequent, on the one hand, upon
a superabundance of capital with few or no labourers to work it,
and on the other, upon a superabundance of labour without
capitalists to work for, may be avoided, and where, under the
guarantee of the Colonial Department, of the enlightened local
government, and of the Western Australian Company, that sound
principle may be developed which will most effectually ensure the
happiness and prosperity of those who embark for the mild and
genial climes of Australia.

Provision has been carefully made by Act of Parliament, that
convicts shall not be sent to Western Australia. No parent,
anxious for the honour of his family, will have, in Western
Australia, any cause of fear from the corrupting influences of
convict labourers or convict domestics.

It is in this colony where the Western Australian Company
propose to sell land, and where the first town, to be named
Australind, is intended to be built by the body of colonists who
are shortly to emigrate thither. This town will be situated near
the junction of the rivers Brunswick and Collie, and the
territory to be now settled lies adjacent to those rivers and
Leschenault inlet, or estuary, in Koombanah Bay.

The History of Western Australia, with reference to its
discovery may be very succinctly narrated.


"Recent researches in the British Museum (says Mr.
Ogle) have led to the presumptive proof that the great continent
of Australia was first discovered by the Portuguese very early in
the sixteenth century; but it was merely the northern part that
was then discovered, and after exploring the coasts of New
Guinea. It was the year 1616 before any discovery was made of the
western coast (the immediate object of our attention); the
merit of which is due to the Dutch navigator Hartog. He fell in with this coast on his passage
from Holland to the East Indies in latitude 35° south, within
three degrees of Swan River, and within one degree of the
important harbour of Leschenault, (which is proposed to be
designated Port Australind.) The land
which Hartog called Eendracht, from the name of his vessel,
comprises the principal portion of Western
Australia."



In 1618, Zeachen named the coast from 11° to 15° south
latitude, Arnhem's Land and Van Diemen's Land. The island bearing
the latter name was first seen by Tasman. In 1619, Edels sailed
along the western coast; and in 1622 we first hear of Leeuwin's
Land. Peter Van Nuyts sailed along the southern coast which bears
his name, from Cape Leeuwin to Spencer's Gulf. In 1628, another
Dutch commander gave his name to De Witt's Land. Western
Australia was ordered by the States General, in 1655, to be
called New Holland. Little farther progress in exploring this
continent appears to have been made from this time till 1770,
when Captain Cook anchored in Botany Bay on the eastern coast.
The history of the formation of the first colony on that
coast which had been named by our great circumnavigator "New
South Wales," and its subsequent progress to its present
condition, is too well known to require notice here. Captains
Flinders, King, and others have since contributed greatly to our
knowledge of the coasts of this continent.

The adaptation of the western coast of New Holland to purposes
of colonization, and its great importance in a political and
commercial point of view, first began to excite the serious
attention of the British Government in the year 1827, through the
representations of Captain (Sir James) Stirling, R.N. The surveys
and favourable reports of the coast, by that officer, together
with information, officially received, of an intention on the
part of France to take possession of some part of it, led
ultimately to the formation of the settlement at Swan River by
the British Government in the year 1829. Sir James's first report
is dated the 18th April, 1827, from on board His Majesty's ship
Success, A second expedition to the Swan River was made in
His Majesty's ship Rainbow, the following year. In 1828,
the government having declined to undertake the charge of
settling the country. Captain Stirling and other gentlemen
entered into arrangements, with the knowledge of the Colonial
Department, for colonizing Western Australia as a private
undertaking; but their proceedings were suddenly brought to a
termination by the declared intention of the government to take
possession of the country without further delay—a wise
decision in every respect, for it was easy to perceive, even at
so early a date, the probable consequences of the possession of
that territory by a foreign power. Sir George Murray was then at
the head of the Colonial Office; and a state document, bearing
date from Downing-street, 6th December, 1828, made public the
intentions of government with regard to Western Australia. By
that paper, however, it appeared that the government was willing
to incur no expense in conveying settlers to the new colony, or
in supplying them with necessaries after their arrival.
Encouragement, nevertheless, was offered to persons to proceed to
the Swan River in proportions of not less than five female, to
six male settlers, by promises of receiving grants proportioned
to the capital they might invest, the payment of passage being
included in such investment. This payment alone entitled the
party to an allowance of 200 acres of land, at a valuation of
1s. 6d. per acre, the cost of conveyance being
estimated at 15l. each. It was determined that no convict
should be sent to this new settlement, and that the government
should be administered by Captain (Sir James) Stirling, R.N., as
civil superintendent, or lieutenant-governor.

Immediately upon these intentions of government being made
known, four gentlemen * submitted to Sir George Murray a proposal
to send out a large body of emigrants to the settlement, on
condition of obtaining a proportionate grant of land there.
Certain modifications of this proposal were required by the
government, which were not acceptable to the associated
gentlemen, but were agreed to by Mr. Thomas Peel separately, who
ultimately undertook the responsibility of the enterprise. This
gentleman contracted to send out 400 settlers, on condition of
receiving a grant of half a million acres of land. An idea became
prevalent at the time that undue advantages had been conferred
upon him, in consequence of his relationship to a member of the
existing administration; but nothing could be more groundless
than such a suspicion, as may be seen from the terms of the
agreement (now open to the public **), and which were equally
availed of by Colonel Lautour and other persons, who also
embarked in the same enterprize.

[* Thomas Peel, Esquire, Sir Francis Vincent,
Bart., E. W. Schenley, and T. P. Macqueen, Esquires.]

[** Major Irwin gives Mr. Peel credit for
introducing men of good conduct, who were well acquainted with
farming pursuits and trades; and for bringing into the colony
towards the fulfilment of his contract, a population of 300
souls, with a property of £.50,000.]

Under these circumstances, early in the year 1829, a number of
emigrants left England for Swan River, in Western Australia. They
began to arrive in the month of August in the same year, and were
located along the banks of the Swan and the Canning rivers. At
the close of the year, the number of settlers was 1290,
consisting of 850 residents, and 440 non-residents. The value of
property introduced, giving claims to grants of land, was
41,550l.; the extent of lands actually allotted was
525,000 acres; * the number of locations effected was 39: the
number of cattle imported 204; of horses, 57; of sheep, 1096; of
hogs, 106; and 25 ships had arrived in the settlement between the
months of June and December 1829.

[* A grant of 100,000 acres was made to Governor
Stirling, which was selected from the Isle of Buache (since named
Garden Island) containing from 8,000 to 9,000 acres, with a
limitation as to crown lands of a certain portion of the N.E. of
the island, and other parts convenient for government buildings;
and from 91,000 to 92,000 acres nearest to Cape Naturaliste in
Géographe Bay.]

Dr. Wilson, R.N., who arrived off Swan River on the 16th
October in that year, thus describes the condition of the infant
settlement:—


"Full of surmises and conjectures, we arrived at, and
anchored in Gage's Roads, near the other ships, and were shortly
afterwards boarded by a well-dressed and smart-looking gentleman,
who immediately began to rate our poor skipper for not
having hove-to when he perceived nim endeavouring to reach the
vessel; but on receiving a short answer, his wrath began to
subside, and he was pleased to be communicative.



"He told us that the governor resided at Perth, some distance up
the river, where the head-quarters were established; that another
river, named the Murray, had been recently discovered;
that a great number of settlers had already arrived from England,
most of whom yet resided at Freemantle,** the sea-port town; that
nineteen ships had entered the roads; that all the land on the
banks of the river was already given away; and that the
dismantled vessel (which we supposed might be the temporary abode
of the governor and other public officers) was the Marquis of
Anglesey, driven on shore in a N.W. gale. "At Perth,"
continues the Doctor, "we landed at a jetty of considerable
length. We found the governor on the point of starting with some
friends and attendants on an expedition up the river. He invited
Captain Barker and myself to join the party, but I declined the
honour, having met with an old friend. Lieutenant Roe, R.N., who
filled the situation of Surveyor-General.——— At
daylight I arose, and took a walk through the town; the intended
principal street of which, named St George's Terrace, where the
future beaux and belles of Western Australia may, in after times,
show off their reciprocal attractive charms—was, at
present, only adorned with lofty trees, and a variety of lovely
flowers. In my perambulations, I fell in with the written
*** newspaper of the place, appended to a stately eucalyptus
tree, where, among other public notices, I observed the
governor's permission for one individual to practise as a notary,
another as a surgeon, and a third as an auctioneer."



[** So named, in compliment to Captain
Freemantle, of Her Majesty's ship Challenger, from the
circumstance of his having taken possession of it some time
before the arrival of Governor Stirling.]

[*** A copy of an early number of the Perth
manuscript newspaper is in possession of Mr. J. Cross,
Holborn.]

Dr. Wilson next describes a levee of the governor, held in the
open air.


"Many passengers had arrived by the Atwick,
who, it appeared, were now to be presented. The first was a
gigantic, fierce-looking gentleman, dressed, I suppose, in the
newest London fashion, who had been at some pains with his
toilette; and it was evident that he considered himself of no
small importance. I thought at first, that he was ill-adapted for
the line of life into which he was about to enter; but on further
consideration, I concluded that if he took as much pains to
cultivate the land, as he appeared to have successfully bestowed
on the culture of his whiskers, he might surpass those less
careful in their attire; especially as his martial frown might
tend to keep his servants in due obedience. Next came a
pert-looking, smartly-dressed gentleman, who seemed to plume
himself on his white kid gloves, neatly-tied cravat,
well-polished boots, and scented white handkerchief. I thought he
would have been more at home in distributing ribbons and lace to
the fair, than in growing corn, or wandering about the wilds of
Australia. Next came a stout-looking personage, having all the
appearance of a substantial English yeoman, whose jolly features,
albeit a little shrunk from his sea-fare, indicated a long
acquaintance with beef and ale. He had not half told his story,
when he was interrupted (contrary to all rules of etiquette) by
the dapper-looking gentleman, who, doubtless, thought his
conversation more agreeable to his Excellency. Then came a
modest-looking young man, who presented two letters to his
Excellency, and looked round the surrounding throng, with an
expression of face that seemed to say, "My fortune is made." He
appeared confirmed in this opinion, by a few civil words from his
Excellency, who put the letters in his pocket. Many more had an
interview; the greater part of whom did not appear adapted to
undergo the privations and fatigues necessarily attendant on
settling in a new country, even under the most favourable
circumstances. His Excellency was evidently tired before the
conclusion of the levee: his situation was certainly not much to
be envied. All the land on the banks of the Swan, of which they
naturally expected to obtain a slice, was already, and perhaps
improvidently, given away; therefore, although their own sanguine
expectations might have contributed to blind them, yet there
existed some legitimate cause for grumbling."



Miss Roberts remarks upon the discontent of the early settlers
on finding so large a portion of the most promising land selected
and allotted to one individual before he left England:—


"The cry of 'Estate given away!'—'No good land
to be found!' had to be repeated over and over again before it
could be believed possible. The unexpected delay in getting
settled frittered away the limited property of many of the
emigrants; their provisions became exhausted before they could
renew the supply; and much hardship and privation were undergone.
The Tranby people were amongst the most provident and
successful of the early settlers." *



[* Two Years at Sea.]

In the course of two years, a settlement was completely
formed; and it may now be stated that it was securely
established, for without any external aid, and notwithstanding
very adverse measures proceeding from sources over which the
colonists had no controul, they have continued, up to the present
time, steadily to advance towards a state of internal prosperity
and independence.

Governor Stirling, after having devoted, for a period often
years, so much energy towards the establishment and advancement
of this colony, intimated, in 1837, his desire to return to
England. About the same time the governorship of Southern
Australia became vacant, and John Hutt, Esq. with the concurrence
of the South Australian Company, and of other parties in England
chiefly interested in the new colony, became a candidate for that
appointment; Lord Glenelg, then Secretary of State for the
Colonies, acting, however, upon a recommendation of the South
Australian Commissioners, selected Colonel Gawler for that
office. His Lordship communicated this fact in his reply to Mr.
John Hutt, dated April 4, 1838, accompanied with a handsome
tribute to his capacity, and a voluntary proffer of the
government of Western Australia.

"Adverting," observes his Lordship, "to the high
character of the testimonials transmitted in your letter, I shall
have great pleasure, if you will permit me, in submitting to the
Queen your name for the appointment of Governor of Western
Australia, which has recently become vacant by the resignation of
Sir James Stirling."


This offer was consequently accepted.

On the 24th July, 1838, a public dinner was given by the
friends of the colony and of colonization to Governor Hutt, at
the Albion Hotel, Aldersgate Street, previously to his
departure.**

[** See Morning Chronicle, July 25,
1838.]


"Lord Worsley, M.P., was in
the chair: supported on the right by the newly-appointed
Governor, J. Stephen, Esq., J. Sharp, Esq., and J. Irving, Esq.;
and, on the left, by the Earl of Lovelace, William Hutt, Esq.
M.P., Sir Thomas Barrett Lennard, Bart, and Sir J. Ommaney.



"Among the company, which amounted to one hundred and twenty,
were also noticed Gordon Gardner, Esq., Rowland Hill, Esq.,
Richard Norman, Esq., A. Borrodaile, Esq., J. B. Lennard, Esq.,
C. Mangles, Esq., General Sandwith (H.E.I.C.S.), John Wright,
Esq., W. M. James, Esq., D. Wakefield, Esq., J. F. Maubert, Esq.,
J. Montefiore, Esq., Dr. Babington, T. Bland, Esq., Lewis Samson,
Esq. &c. &c.



"The Right Honourable the Chairman opened
the proceeding by observing that the meeting had been convened
for a purpose likely to benefit their fellow creatures.



"Mr. Stephen (Under Secretary for the
Colonies) adverted also to the objects that had brought the
company together that day. He had been (he said) nearly a quarter
of a century in the Colonial Office, and, in that time, had seen
reason to retract many of the opinions which he had formerly
entertained; among which were those on the subject of the
colonization of vacant and uncultivated territories. The opinion
which he had, at first, loosely taken up, had been adopted by
many honourable members, and especially, indeed, by Sir George
Murray, under whose immediate auspices the Colony of Western
Australia was formed; but he had no doubt that that eminent
person would now be ready to acknowledge that he had arrived at a
precipitate and erroneous conclusion on the subject Mr. Stephen
proceeded to remark that this colony, having a large territory
not acquired by purchase, had been for a long course of years
placed in embarrassments and difficulties which few would have
been able to contend with, and which none could have more bravely
battled than had these colonists. The difficulties which the
colonists had to contend with were such as only the Anglo-Saxon
race would have surmounted. An Englishman (he said) went about
his duty with a consciousness that he was able to perform it, and
he left his home for remote parts, to lay the foundations of
mighty empires, with a dignity and deliberation of which he (Mr.
Stephen) deemed his countrymen alone capable. Few, however, in
the colonies, had time to attend to public interests; the
colonists themselves were too much occupied with the urgency of
procuring the first necessaries of life, and in arranging their
domestic concerns, and they, therefore, threw on the Governor
more cares than were cast upon the Government in England. The
Governor was thus obliged to think for every one in public
concerns: there was with him a most severe exercise of the
understanding, and a Continual call upon-his kindness of heart
Therefore, it was, that he (Mr. Stephen) more deeply, and from
the bottom of his heart rejoiced, that the arduous and
responsible duties of this situation in Western Australia were
about to devolve upon one who was anxious for the prosperity of
the colony, and he was delighted to see the power conferred upon
such a person. He hoped, however, to see the Governor return with
health in nowise impaired, with spirits unbroken, and with his
fame established as a benefactor to that part of Australia in
which this colony was situated.



"The noble Chairman expressed a hope that
the Governor would be enabled to promote the comfort and
prosperity of the settlers, and, when he came home, might point
with satisfaction to a flourishing colony, now but little
known, but to which public attention was becoming awakened.
He would caution all, however, against supposing that they could
go to Western Australia and readily make money without labour, or
prosper in idleness.



"Mr. Irving observed, that already the
whale fishery in the colony was of so much importance, that it
had attracted the attention of the Americans.



"Governor Hutt, in addressing the
meeting, passed some high encomiums on his predecessor. He then
said he was happy to see that gentlemen interested in different
colonies were likewise anxious for the success of Western
Australia. The new Governor concluded his address by declaring
that he should consider himself responsible for the prosperity of
the aborigines." *
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