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‘A word is elegy to what it signifies’


– Robert Hass


‘Tell me something, one thing, the thing, tell me that thing’


– Claudia Rankine


‘It’s a long way to find peace of mind, peace of mind’


– Nick Cave




near the motorway turnoff’s


midriff of noise


cheek by jowl with a graveyard


they’re planning


to build a warehouse


in the flood plains


23 metres tall 317 metres long


178 metres wide      at night


the graveyard is dark silence


heaps at the stone


perimeter where the world


crouches under trees


scabbed with oakmoss


I am setting you


this very real scene


sodium streetlights


not yet replaced by LEDs


the razed grain fields


skewered with markers


what is left to soak up


rainfall to soak


up nightfall in a taxi


back home from the city


I tell the driver there is not


enough money here


and it is almost


so beautiful


I love winter and trying


to get through each day to see


the sunrise during


my predawn piss


I think we’re always trying


to do the same thing


feeling safe or to perfect


the driver orders a chicken


burger to collect after drop-off


and the Say No To Amazon


banners are wet with glare
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