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	 Ricardo de Souza, born in Palhoça, Santa Catarina, is a reference in the field of Geography. With a career dedicated to education and the production of knowledge, he has extensive experience as a teacher, researcher and author of books that explore both the physical and human aspects of geographic space.

	A graduate in Geography and specialized in territorial analysis and Environmental Management, he seeks to connect geographic phenomena to contemporary social and cultural dynamics. Throughout his career, he has stood out for producing accessible and high-quality content, contributing to the teaching of Geography at various stages of academic training. In addition to Geography, he has published books on various subjects such as soccer, religion and cinema.

	In addition to his work in the classroom, the author is also an enthusiast of applied geographic literature, developing works that arouse the public's interest in the analysis of space and the understanding of the territorial challenges of the modern world.

	With clear and well-founded writing, Professor Ricardo de Souza invites you, the reader, to embark on yet another of his intellectual contributions, uniting science, history and reflection in an enriching experience.        
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	This book aims to narrate and analyze the trajectory of the English national team in the 1966 World Cup, the year in which the country hosted and won its first and only world title to date. The analysis is not restricted only to the technical performance of the team, but also to the social and cultural context of England in the 1960s, exploring the impact that this victory had on English football and society.

	The 1966 World Cup is considered one of the most iconic tournaments in football history. Held in England, this edition marked the first (and so far only) world title for the English national team, cementing a moment of great national pride. More than just a sporting event, the 1966 tournament had a profound impact on English national identity, popular culture and the rules of football, as well as providing unforgettable stories that remain alive to this day.
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	In 1966, England was experiencing a period of social and cultural transformation. The 1960s were marked by what became known as the Swinging Sixties, a time of great cultural change, with London becoming a hub for fashion, music and youth culture. Bands such as The Beatles and The Rolling Stones dominated the music charts, and English youth were more connected than ever to a spirit of innovation and freedom.

	 

	However, football, traditionally considered the "sport of the masses" in England, was going through an identity crisis. Despite being the country that invented modern football, England had never won a World Cup, which frustrated many fans and critics. Holding the tournament on English soil therefore represented not only an opportunity for victory, but also a chance to reaffirm England's role as a powerhouse in the sport it had create.
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	England’s preparations for the 1966 World Cup were marked by meticulous planning, led by manager Alf Ramsey. With the tournament being played on home soil, the pressure to perform was intense, and the expectation of winning the World Cup became a national mission. This preparation phase proved crucial to the historic achievement, shaping the team that would go down in the annals of football.

	England was chosen to host the 1966 World Cup, which brought both advantages and challenges. As the host nation, England had the opportunity to play all their games in front of their home fans, a significant advantage, but they also faced the enormous pressure of living up to expectations. Manager Alf Ramsey knew that the burden of playing on home soil required exceptional preparation.

	 

	To prepare properly, the English team embarked on a rigorous training and friendlies regime. The Football Association (FA), the English football federation, provided resources and infrastructure to ensure the team had the best possible conditions. The warm-up games, both at home and on trips abroad, allowed the team to be tested against opponents of different styles and levels of difficulty.

	At the heart of the preparations was Alf Ramsey, who had been appointed England manager in 1963. A former England player and captain, Ramsey had already demonstrated innovative tactical skills during his time as manager at Ipswich Town, leading the club from the third division to the English Premier League title. He firmly believed that English football needed a more modern tactical approach to compete on the international stage.
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