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Chapter 1: Of God
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We confess and acknowledge one only God, to whom only we must cleave, whom only we must serve, whom only we must worship, and in whom only we must put our trust:[1] who is eternal, infinite, immeasurable, incomprehensible, omnipotent, invisible;[2] one in substance, and yet distinct in three persons: the Father, the Son, and the Holy Ghost;[3] by whom we confess and believe all things in heaven and in earth, as well visible as invisible, to have been created, to be retained in their being, and to be ruled and guided by his inscrutable Providence, to such end as his eternal wisdom, goodness, and justice has appointed them, to the manifestation of his own glory.[4] 


1. Deut. 6:4; 1 Cor. 8:6; Deut. 4:35; Isa. 44:5-6. 


2. 1 Tim. 1:17; 1 Kings 8:27; 2 Chron. 6:18; Ps. 139:7-8; Gen. 17:1; 1 Tim. 6:15-16; Ex. 3:14-15. 


3. Matt. 28:19; 1 John 5:7. 


4. Gen. 1:1; Heb. 11:3; Acts 17:28; Prov. 16:4. 


Chapter 2: Of the Creation of Man
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We confess and acknowledge this our God to have created man (to wit, our first father Adam) to his own image and similitude, to whom he gave wisdom, lordship, justice, free will, and clear knowledge of himself; so that in the whole nature of man there could be noted no imperfection:[1] from which honour and perfection man and woman did both fall; the woman being deceived by the serpent, and man obeying the voice of the woman: both conspiring against the Sovereign Majesty of God, who in expressed words had before threatened death, if they presumed to eat of the forbidden tree.[2] 




1. Gen. 1:26-28; Col. 3:10; Eph. 4:24. 


2. Gen. 3:6; 2:17.


Chapter 3: Of Original Sin
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By which transgression, commonly called Original Sin, was the image of God utterly defaced in man; and he and his posterity of nature became enemies to God, slaves to Satan, and servants to sin;[1] insomuch that death everlasting has had, and shall have, power and dominion over all that have not been, are not, or shall not be regenerated from above: which regeneration is wrought by the power of the Holy Ghost, working in the hearts of the elect of God an assured faith in the promise of God, revealed to us in his word; by which faith we apprehend Christ Jesus, with the graces and benefits promised in him.[2] 


1. Ps. 51:5; Rom. 5:10; 7:5; 2 Tim. 2:26; Eph. 2:1-3. 


2. Rom. 5:14,21 6:23; John 3:5; Rom. 5:1; Phil. 1:29. 


Chapter 4: Of the Revelation of the Promise
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For this we constantly believe: that God, after the fearful and horrible defection of man from his obedience, did seek Adam again, call upon him,[1] rebuke his sin, convict him of the same, and in the end made unto him a most joyful promise: to wit, that the seed of the woman should break down the serpent's head [2]­ that is, he should destroy the works of the Devil. Which promise, as it was repeated and made more clear from time to time, so was it embraced with joy, and most constantly received of all the faithful, from Adam to Noah, from Noah to Abraham, from Abraham to David, and so forth to the incarnation of Christ Jesus: all (we mean the faithful fathers) under the law did see the joyful days of Christ Jesus, and did rejoice.[3] 


1. Gen. 3:9. 


2. Gen. 3:15. 


3. Gen. 12:3; 15:5-6; 2 Sam. 7:14; Isa. 7:14; 9:6; Hag. 2:6; John 8:56. 


Chapter 5: The Continuance, Increase, and Preservation of the Kirk
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