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  Years of wisdom and real-life experiences are captured in the answers in Ask a Missionary. I highly recommend this book for anyone, any age, considering a mission-related ministry.


  DON PARROTT


  President, Finishers Project/MissionNext


  John McVay has more passion than anyone I know for mobilizing people to become effective missionaries. This book combines his passion with the expertise and practical advice of over one hundred missionaries.


  JOHN CROUCH, MD


  President, In His Image International


  Want real advice from real people who’ve been there and know how best to answer what you are asking? This book has it. I will use Ask a Missionary as a reference to help me—and many others—for years to come.


  SCOTT MOREAU


  Professor, Wheaton College


  Editor, Evangelical Missions Quarterly


  This book is like having a dozen missionary friends at your side, coaching you with kindness and clarity. Who knew wisdom could be so encouraging?


  STEVE HAWTHORNE


  Co-editor, Perspectives on the World Christian Movement


  Ask a Missionary is strategic, relevant, and a powerful tool for those thinking about becoming a missionary.


  GEORGE VERWER


  Founder, Operation Mobilization


  This book is a great resource for mission mobilizers, pastors, Christian leaders, and anyone coaching those exploring missionary service.


  MARTI SMITH


  Mission mobilizer, Caleb Resources


  Many express interest in cross-cultural ministry; yet, few actually go. This book is packed with helpful tips and insights to make sure you don’t get lost on the journey toward mission involvement.


  RYAN SHAW


  International lead facilitator, Student Volunteer Movement 2


  People fear what they don’t understand. This resource answers the questions most commonly asked by prospective and current missionaries alike. I would love to put this into the hands of every university student we meet.


  CLAUDE HICKMAN


  Executive director, The Traveling Team


  John McVay has compiled this wonderful collection of wisdom to help prospective missionaries get to the field. I wish this book had been available when we first launched into missions.


  JUSTIN LONG


  Senior editor, The Network for Strategic Missions


  There could be no better primer for cross-cultural ministry than the practical, cogent advice presented in this book by seasoned missionaries.


  DAVID SHIBLEY


  President, Global Advance


  Ask a Missionary gives concise and practical insight for those pursuing missionary service.


  LARRY WALKER


  Regional director, Advancing Churches in Missions Commitment (ACMC)


  The questions in Ask a Missionary are the ones being asked by my students. The answers given are superb. I’m going to require my students to read this book.


  HOWARD CULBERTSON


  Professor, Southern Nazarene University


  The path to missionary service is poorly marked. Those who have gone before could be of great help, if you could know their answers to your questions. With Ask a Missionary, now you can.


  DAVID MAYS


  Director of learning initiatives, The Mission Exchange
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  ONE HUNDRED OTHER MISSIONARIES


  Over ten years, missionaries from around the world contributed answers through AskAMissionary.com to questions asked by people exploring some aspect of mission work.
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  WELCOME.


  Yes, we are missionaries—more than one hundred of us—ready to take your questions. Actually, some of us have been hanging around here for almost a decade waiting for you. Whether you’re a short-term mission fan or you’re exploring lifelong missionary service—and regardless of your age or station in life—relax. Take a seat and get a good cup of something global. How about java? Coke? Kimchi, with its fermented, spicy-cabbage flavor? Koumiss, made from mare’s milk?


  We’ll offer some hardcore biblical responses to your ask-a-missionary questions. We are committed to sharing our insights about serving in the most wonderful, challenging, grand, irritating, spiritual, eternity-impacting endeavor in the world: missions.


  THE SEARCH FOR ANSWERS


  Throughout this book, we’ll explore the aspects of missionary service you rarely get to discuss with those who’ve been there. Face it. If you were aspiring to become a firefighter, you could easily wander downtown to your local fire station and talk over the occupation with firefighters. If you were thinking about a health-care role, you could talk to a nurse or doctor who attends your church. But there are few opportunities to talk over missionary life with real missionaries. That’s why we’re getting together—so you can ask a missionary.


  We’ll cover five categories of questions: guidance; agencies; training; funding; and singles, couples, and kids. In some of the chapters, you’ll sense that virtually every question applies to you personally. In other chapters some questions will apply more to your fellow seekers. And for some questions we’ll offer a range of answers: yes, no, maybe, no, yes, perhaps. Regardless, these insights, contributed by those who’ve completed their own discovery process, will make a huge difference in helping you better understand missionary service.


  Each chapter opens with a story of God’s actual work in some part of his globe. Names, location, and some details are altered, since much of what God is doing in the world occurs in areas where proclaiming the gospel is illegal or dangerous. But the core of each story—the events, the individuals, the miracles, the impact—is real, as real as the experiences that will characterize your life if you become a missionary.


  Each chapter ends with introspective questions, found in the section “My Thoughts So Far.” Consider carefully these next-step questions. When combined with prayer and the Holy Spirit’s guidance, they will launch your exploration of God’s plan for you in missions. Journal your answers, and then discuss your responses with a leader or friend from your local church.


  How do we know God will guide you? Because he promises to guide—when we take time to ask and listen: “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you. For everyone who asks receives; he who seeks finds; and to him who knocks, the door will be opened” (Matthew 7:7–8, emphasis added).


  
TOWARD YOUR OWN STORY



  Most Christians today meander through very normal lifestyles. They digest Bible teaching and enjoy fellowship at their local church. They love Jesus, go to lots of meetings, and wait for heaven.


  But when you commit yourself to ministry through missions in God’s global purpose, when you submit to the advance of his kingdom, your life becomes anything but normal. You can join God in beating against the gates of hell to free some from every people, tribe, tongue, and nation.


  Imagine being single in the stark reaches of the mountains of China. And there, opening an Italian restaurant that attracts travelers who rave about the eggplant Parmesan, lasagna, brick-oven pizza, and desserts such as tiramisu. Imagine requiring your fifteen local restaurant workers to attend in-house Bible classes—at which one soul after the other comes to faith in Jesus Christ.


  Imagine being the one in Manila to introduce a homosexual bartender to Christ. And he, with your coaching, shares the gospel with the sixty-five prostitutes he supervises as a pimp. All find Jesus, meet together in the bar for Bible studies, and eventually form a church. Imagine the former-pimp-led fellowship reproducing ten new cell groups in the neighborhood.


  Imagine being the Christian foreigner working among the drought-plagued coffee plantations of Uganda. And there, convincing thirty-four non-Christian coffee growers to pray for rain in the name of Jesus. Imagine the heavens suddenly breaking and the sky pouring rain. The Ugandan farmers come to faith in Christ.


  Imagine being a missionary who trains new missionaries in Costa Rica. And some churches there—for the first time in their histories—sending out their own missionaries. Imagine sixty of your missionary trainees going to the uttermost parts of the earth.


  These missionary stories, and thousands of others like them, won’t make the headline news, at least not until we, in heaven, share all God has done in us and through us. Yet right now the world is being changed by thousands and thousands of missionaries—and you could become one of them, with your own cross-cultural ministry as gripping as those of the missionaries you’ll meet in each chapter.


  Jesus invites each of us to participate in his global mission. He invites us to join him—somewhere, in some way—in making disciples among the unreached. So let’s jump into the next chapter to begin exploring ways God may lead us in his great mission story.
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  IT WAS SUNDOWN IN HARBIN, THE SMOKY CAPITAL of Heilongjiang Province in far northern China. Waiting in the evening drizzle for the last train, the only thing that moved was the cold shiver down my spine. Back at the hotel, my short-term exploration team was settling in for their nightly dinner together.*


  We were in China to explore the possibility of working there as Christian missionaries. But that afternoon I had taken a sightseeing tour across the city. A Mandarin-speaking guide and I wandered through the Russian-style Church of St. Sophia. And in one of my more brave moments, I tasted a street vendor’s soup, which the guide had declared to be “donkey-dumpling stew.” A bit unsettling, but tasty.


  Suddenly realizing I had no idea when the last evening train departed, I rushed back to the station. As I fidgeted on the bench alongside the tracks, certain I’d missed the train, one of those undeniable God moments happened. You know, a “chance meeting” when you clearly recognize that the Creator of the universe just stamped a divine “Yes!” on your prayer list—right next to the question, “God, do you want me to be a missionary?”


  It started when a young couple rolled their American-made road bikes next to me at the station.


  ———————————————————


  “Sorry. Do you speak English?”


  “Yes. Yes I do!” came my startled reply.


  “We don’t usually see tourists in this part of the city,” the man said, holding out his hand. “Justin. And my wife Terra. And you are … ?”


  I introduced myself and with relief rattled out my confusion on the train schedule, that I needed to get back to my team, and my reason for being in China. With a kindly nod, Terra gestured at the approaching train. “Sit with us?”


  On the commuter run back across Harbin, Justin told me their story.


  “We flew here two years ago from Canada—a fourteen-hour flight with our two toddlers. Not a good time to be told by the customs agent that our road bikes required an import duty of two thousand U.S. dollars! We were exhausted and really frustrated, so we just said goodbye to the bikes. The four of us squashed into a taxi for the ride to the apartment Terra’s international school had arranged for us. She was going to teach English there; I was going to be Mr. Mom.”


  Terra jumped into the story. “Three days later, I got a call from the airport about our bikes. I tried to understand the official, who thankfully threw in some English here and there. I carefully told him in Mandarin, ‘Of course, we’d love to have the bicycles. The international school begins tomorrow! … No, we cannot pay two thousand dollars U.S. … Yes, I’m an English teacher… . What? You’ll bring the bikes to the school tomorrow?’


  “So the next day, a truck drove up with both our bikes. A man in a business suit climbed out of the cab’s passenger side and told Justin and me, ‘Now, you will do something for me!’”


  Dim overhead lights kicked on inside our train car—just as Justin joked, “Shades of the mafia or something!” We all laughed.


  Justin continued, “The airport official said to Terra, ‘I have done you a great favor, and now you must teach English in my school for airline staff.’ Terra argued, saying, ‘But how can I, our home is hours away from the airport, and I teach all day?’ With no hesitation, the man said. ‘My training school is in your part of the city.’


  “Then he looked at me, and I muttered in my less-than-fluent Mandarin, ‘I stay home with the children during the day.’ Once again he insisted, ‘I want you to teach only in the evenings.’


  “Well, that was two years ago, and every time we tell this story we’re amazed all over again at how God arranged for us to work exactly where he wanted us. But the story gets better,” Justin said. “I’m not an English teacher. But my wife had brought to China some basic English-learning lessons—which I used to teach the airline staff. And, my job in Canada? Working as a flight attendant, of course. So I felt right at home with my new airline students. I even drafted a training manual for the school, which the official appreciated.”


  Then, as if Justin and Terra could see that divine “Yes!” stamp as clearly as I could, they began unfolding my first lessons on living as a witness of Jesus Christ in China.


  “One night, while riding my bike home from teaching a class,” Justin began, “a young man pedaled hard to catch up with me, just to rave about my road bike. Speaking English, he invited me to cycle with him the following Saturday in the countryside, and I accepted. During that ride, he said he was open to studying Scripture with me, and within a few weeks, he received Christ as his Savior.”


  Terra gave the next lesson. “About that time, many of the airline students made our apartment their hangout, mostly out of curiosity and to practice English. After a month or so, we asked if they’d like to learn about the Bible. That’s how a Bible study group was born in our front room! We eventually had dozens of new friends. We cooked meals together and rode scooters to the mountains—singing praise songs with a boom box in the town squares along the way. We studied the Scriptures together, and every week several students committed their lives to Christ.


  “After six months or so, some of the airline staffers moved to other cities—and started Bible studies of their own. One even enrolled in a formal Bible school and is now a full-time missionary … in Tibet!”


  In the dark, the commuter train slowed to a stop and the doors clunked open. I followed the couple as they rolled their bikes onto the shadowy platform. Then, as if they recognized our “chance meeting” was nearly over, Justin and Terra, one after the other, downloaded two years worth of wisdom for my taking.


  “Practice hospitality, even if you’re in a small apartment. Invite everybody and anybody over. Provide outlines at the Bible studies; these new believers will multiply the studies with others! Ask for prayer needs, and pray for miracles. Have a stash of Bible-reference books and discs as a lending library.


  “Make friends all over the community—in the bank, the market, the post office, the park. People love to practice English, so you have an immediate inroad to friendship. Ride bikes in order to chat with other riders and then invite them to the church in your home. Relationships couldn’t have been built if we were the usual foreigners in a tinted-window car.


  “Celebrate all the Christian holidays. Remember that as a follower of Christ, everything you do—your hobby, sports, hand-crafts, music—is a bridge to introduce someone to Christ.”


  They finally caught their collective breath, and I asked, somewhat hopefully, if they were in China permanently. Terra looked down. “Tonight is our final fun-ride downtown. Tomorrow we leave, back to Canada.”


  Although I hated for this divine encounter to end, I knew I had something big to tell the team back at the hotel. So Justin and I exchanged e-mail addresses, and we parted as if old friends.


  ———————————————————


  I received this e-mail from Justin and Terra not long ago.


  
    A few days into the new year, we heard from the one least likely to make it in her new faith. She’s started a number of Bible study groups and, just before Christmas, led thirty members to the Lord—at one time! Another has attended Bible school in the United States and is now preparing to be a tentmaking missionary to the Arab world. God continues to work through the small group we left behind.

  


  I’m thankful for God’s perfect guidance to me that night, and I can’t wait for my own China story to begin.


  
SIGNS OF DIVINE DIRECTION



  Like Justin and Terra, you’ll probably learn fast that God doesn’t always unfold his plans according to our missionary-life expectations.


  “The mind of man plans his way,

  but the LORD directs his steps.”


  (Proverbs 16:9, emphasis added)


  The apostle Paul, throughout the book of Acts, modeled flexibility as he faced unexpected opportunities and challenges. As we take our first steps in discovering God’s guidance, let’s also remain flexible. For God may divert our steps toward an unexpected—and amazing—plan!


  So how does he guide us? Let’s think and pray through these signs of divine direction.†


  
    Q: How can I know if God is leading me to become a missionary?

  


  A: Look for an inner conviction, for godly counsel, and then for an agency.


  Three Cs are vital to knowing and following God’s will:


  •   Conviction. This comes from studying the Bible, praying, hearing sermons, reading mission material, and focusing on God’s plan for the world and your part in fulfilling it.


  •   Counsel. Share your thoughts with godly leaders and friends to receive prayer and suggestions.


  •   Circumstances. Contact a mission agency, go on a short-term exposure trip, and talk to missionaries. Keep marching ahead as doors continue to open.


  One caution: don’t mix the order above. That is, don’t look at circumstances before the inner conviction and before godly counsel.


  Answer from Merle, who served for twenty-one years in Ethiopia and Sudan with Serving in Mission (SIM).


  A: Stay close to God and trust him to lead in unmistakable ways.


  When our sons were about three years old and just learning to express themselves in English, we spent countless hours trying to figure out what they wanted or what they were trying to tell us. In contrast, when I was a teenager and my father wanted the grass mowed before he came home from work, he never had a problem getting his expectations across to me. Now, I could have turned to my older brother and said, “You know, I think Dad may want me to mow the grass today, but I’m just not sure. How can I be certain of Dad’s will on this matter?” But of course my brother would have thought I had gone nuts to ask such a thing.


  Is our heavenly Father, the Creator of heaven and earth, any less able than my earthly dad to communicate his will in clear and unmistakable terms? I think not. If you have to puzzle over a feeling or seek help in interpreting a sign, then it most likely is not direction from God.


  Those of us raised in the church learned about God while we were young. Unfortunately, we often fail to know God. We must nurture a personal relationship with the Father in order to hear his voice or even to understand the proper context of that which we do hear from his Word. If as a teenager I had rebelled against my father, I very well might have been confused about his will for me. For example, if I stayed out late each night, coming home only after Dad had gone to bed, and if I then got up after Dad left for work, I would never be in a position to hear him ask me to mow the grass. Or if loud music were blaring in my ear, then I could be in the same room with Dad and never hear his request.


  Before I ask how to know God’s will, I must first ask how well I know him. Am I putting myself in a position of personal contact with him? Am I getting rid of those things in my life that keep me from hearing his voice? If I’m walking close to God, then I need not fear that he is unable to communicate with me in unmistakable ways of his choosing, and I will never have to ask if he is leading me to serve in a particular way or place. Nothing can take away the joy of knowing that I’m where he wants me to be, doing what he wants me to do.


  Answer from Mark Huddleston, who served with Pioneer Bible Translators in Zaire. He now serves as a professor at Nebraska Christian College.


  A: Let God take you through the process he has for you.


  The Bible teaches us that God is personal, that he created every one of us for a purpose, that he knows us, and that he wants the very best for us. Paul expresses it this way: “For we are God’s workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do” (Ephesians 2:10).


  The biblical writers also describe that although some people received concrete and definite direction from God, as did the apostle Paul when he received a vision (Acts 16:9), most people didn’t. They had to ask God, trusting that he would guide them in his own way. For example, one writer says, “Trust in the LORD with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge him, and he will make your paths straight” (Proverbs 3:5–6). This is usually a process. Turn from evil (Proverbs 3:7) and do right away what we know God wants.


  The better we know him, the more we understand what pleases him. We will appreciate more and more his love for each individual and his longing for all peoples to know him, serve him, and enjoy his blessings. At the same time, we discover that he pushes us to grow in faith and gives us opportunities to obey him.


  Answer from Jack Voelkel, missionary-in-residence with the Urbana Student Mission Convention. Previously Jack served thirty years with Latin America Mission in Peru and Colombia.


  A: Ask yourself the hard questions.


  Amy Carmichael was the founder of the Dohnavur Fellowship in India. When people wrote to her suggesting that they might like to come and work in India, she would ask three questions:


  •   Do you truly desire to live a crucified life?


  •   Does the thought of hardness draw you or repel you?


  •   Are you willing to do whatever helps most?


  Amy established a wonderful home for children who otherwise would have been consigned to temple prostitution. Don’t make up your mind that you are going to Africa or to China or to India to do a specific kind of work. In my experience, virtually all missionaries are asked to do many things not in their job description.


  When Jim Elliot was considering missions, he didn’t know where to go or what to do. But he did have two ideas. So he started corresponding with one missionary in India and another in Ecuador. In view of the information he received, he made a choice—Ecuador. But before deciding, he first did a lot of thinking and praying. It wasn’t a wild guess but an act of faith in the God who promises to guide.


  Jim used to say, “You can’t steer a parked car.” It makes sense to move in the direction you believe God is leading—trusting him as a faithful Shepherd to lead you in paths of righteousness.


  Answer from Elisabeth Elliot, who worked with her husband Jim Elliot on translating the New Testament into the language of the Quichua Indians in Ecuador. Later, as a widow, she lived and worked among the Aucas.


  A: Recognize the need. Realize that God has especially equipped you.


  When I was trying to decide what to do with my life, I began to pray and meditate. But I didn’t hear a voice, and I didn’t see a verse jump out of my Bible. I simply received a growing realization that God was leading me to be a missionary. I think some make too much out of the concept of special direction to be a missionary.


  Guidance is seeing a need and realizing that God has especially equipped you to meet that need. You discover a growing desire in your heart. And as you pursue that desire, you find a peace that surpasses understanding. His direction is confirmed as he opens the door and you walk through it.


  When you follow God unreservedly, you give up control. Whatever it costs, boldly do whatever God wants you to do. The bottom line is not where you’ll serve but if you’ll go when he directs. God doesn’t interview applicants for the position of missionary—he drafts them.


  Answer from David Stevens, MD, who served eleven years at Tenwek Hospital in Kenya with World Medical Mission. David is CEO of the Christian Medical and Dental Associations.


  A: Ask God to use you and watch him open doors.


  Guidance is very personal. At a Christian university, I began to learn about missions and felt, like Paul, a strong desire to take the gospel where it had never been (Romans 15:20). Therefore, I asked God if I could become a missionary. While I didn’t feel supernatural guidance, the interest certainly must have come from God.


  After asking if I could be a missionary, I felt no negative response. So I simply began heading that way, and God opened doors. Over the next four years, I obtained the appropriate education and practical-ministry experience, and then I joined a mission.


  Answer from David Smith, director of mobilization with WEC International. David has been a missionary for twenty-five years as a field worker in West Africa and at the WEC USA headquarters.


  OPPOSITION AND OBSTACLES


  Some circumstances and people encourage us into missions. But well-intentioned friends can also withhold encouragement—or even directly criticize—a desire for cross-cultural service. Let’s sort through a series of specific obstacles that many have faced and overcome on their journey to becoming a missionary: friendly fire, fear, divorce, health, age, life mistakes, and lack of education. Look for answers that will help you personally and help you to encourage fellow prospective missionaries.

OEBPS/Misc/page-template.xpgt
 

   

   
	 
    

     
	 
    

     
	 
	 
    

     
	 
    

     
	 
	 
    

     
         
             
             
             
             
             
        
    

  

   
     
  





OEBPS/Images/cover.jpg
whichywhen

witA WHETe, .
why en howhow

vv_hatlxvr'{\ A Twhich

Ask a Missionary

Time-Tested Answers from Those Who’ve Been There
OVER 100 MISSIONARY CONTRIBUTORS > JOHN McVAY, GENERAL EDITOR

whatiownen i
W"'\“/'\}hhere&whichw 7

Sty hey 12





OEBPS/Images/IVP_Books_Quarter.jpg
VP Books





