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LETTER FROM THE PBS


It is poetry prize season as I write, the Forward Prize shortlists have just been announced and when you receive this Bulletin, we should be just about to hear the winners. It’s lovely to see that Mary Jean Chan’s Bright Fear, is on the best collection shortlist alongside other PBS selected poets. And of course, we have the full shortlist for sale via our website at only £82.50 including free UK postage for members, or please give us a call and we can send you the bundle.


This season, we’re thrilled to launch our new Digital Membership with Exact Editions. All PBS Members can enjoy free access to our inspiring digital Bulletin archive dating back to 2017 on their desktop, tablet or smartphone. You can find full details of how to register on the Members Area at www.poetrybooks.co.uk.


We’re also partnering with Arji Manuelpillai’s ‘Poetry Pickle Jar’ to create a special PBS Podcast. You can scan the QR code below to listen to the first episode featuring the wonderful Daljit Nagra on this season’s choice, Indiom. Written in the style of a film script or epic poem, Indiom introduces the reader to the languages of Babu and Coolie English and the histories they contain.


Many of our selections this season delve into the past, exploring family and personal history – known, lost or potentially fabricated – the friction between first languages or mother-tongue and learnt English is explored too. Don’t miss the must-have Special Commendation Devotions, the definitive collection from fifty years of Mary Oliver’s writing. I can think of countless people I will gift this to.


It’s such a thoughtful and entertaining round of selections – a big thank you to our selectors and poets. This is Harry Josephine Giles’ last translation selection, so a huge thank you to Josie for their brilliant work sifting through an ever-growing list of translated submissions and picking some really remarkable books. We look forward to welcoming Shivanee Ramlochan as our Translation Selector for Winter.
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PBS CHOICE: DALJIT NAGRA



Daljit Nagra has published four books of poetry with Faber. He is Professor of Creative Writing at Brunel University, Chair of the Royal Society of Literature, Council of Society of Authors and a PBS Next Generation Poet. Daljit has won the Forward Prize for Best Single Poem and Best First Collection, the South Bank Show Decibel Award and the Cholmondeley Award, been shortlisted for the Costa Prize and twice for the T.S. Eliot Prize. He is the inaugural Poet-in-Residence for Radio 4 and 4 Extra and presents the weekly Poetry Extra. His poems have appeared in the New Yorker, the LRB, the TLS, the FT and the Guardian.
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INDIOM
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FABER | £14.99 | PBS PRICE £11.25
– PBS CHOICE, AUTUMN 2023


Anthony Burgess’ Clockwork Orange brought us Nadsat spoken by the droogs. Dylan Thomas brought us Under Milk Wood set in an imaginary Welsh seaside village called Llareggub. Daljit Nagra’s Indiom explores Babu and Coolie languages. It is set in Bulbul Hall, Charsovee, where a film crew watches a group of Anglo-Indian poets in a workshop; a global, eclectic and diverse gathering engaging with Nissim Ezekiel’s Babu poem, ‘Goodbye Party for Miss Pushpa T.S.’


Let’s begin with Mr Common reciting from his own poem, which I believe is a gateway into Indiom:


What words go old-boot lost in the desert like


         tiger cries


for rain sound? What handicraft way with sense


         can untie us


Something lost is often replaced by something that binds us and to what extent does language free or hold us down? Indiom releases us from all those constraints. Indiom also engages with the English canon, bearing in mind all colonised subjects of Empire would be schooled and taught, by rote, the English Classics as the centre of all literature.


I want to believe in what Homi K. Bhabha calls a space where cultures collide and create something new, Indiom is that space. Relish its nuances, beauty and bravery. This is heavy with Babu tongue, Nissim Ezekiel, the writer at the beginning, is so important to the whole idea of kavya (epic poetry):


...gulping a glass of nimboo panee, ‘When I give full clout


to my accent kavyas, yes, there were the ones the crowds loved,


but my peers hate them. I wrote my verse based on what I heard,


is that wrong? Is that arrogance – is that empire hauteur?’


This is a book that should prickle us, as Derek Walcott said when looking at the words “Ashanti” and “Warwickshire,” “both separately intimating my grandfathers’ roots, both baptizing this neither proud nor ashamed bastard, this hybrid, this West Indian.” Indiom flagrantly flounces in all its fluent babuness and the beauty of being Indian.
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