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IT was in the reign of the Roman Emperor Trajan, 
a century after the birth of Christ. It was at the 
time when the disciples of Christ's disciples were still 
living, and the Christians faithfully observed the laws 
of the Master as it is related in the Acts: 


And the multitude of them that believed were of one heart 
and of one soul; neither said any of them that aught of the 
things which he possessed was his own; but they had all things 
common. And with great power gave the Apostles witness of 
the resurrection of the Lord Jesus; and great grace was upon 
them all. Neither was there any among them that lacked; for 
as many as were possessors of lands or houses sold them and 
brought the prices of the things that were sold and laid them 
down at the Apostles' feet; and distribution was made unto 
every man according as he had need. (Acts iv. 32-35.) 


In these early times, a rich Syrian tradesman named 
Juvenal, a dealer in precious stones, was living in the 
province of Cilicia, in the city of Tarsus. He was of 
poor and simple origin; but, by dint of hard work and 
skill in his art, he had accumulated property and won 
the respect of his fellow-citizens. He had traveled 
widely in different lands; and though he was not a 
literate man, he had seen and learned much, and the 
city people regarded him highly for his intellect and 
his probity. 
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He held to the pagan faith of Rome, which was pro- 
fessed by all respectable people of the Roman Empire, 
that faith burdened with ceremonies which the em- 
perors since the days of Augustus had so strenuously 
inculcated, and which the reigning Emperor Trajan so 
strictly maintained. 


The province of Cilicia was far from Rome, but it 
was administered by a Roman proconsul, and every- 
thing that took place in Rome found its echo in Cilicia, 
and the rulers were mimic emperors. 


Juvenal remembered all that had been told him in 
his childhood about the actions of Nero in Rome. As 
time went on, he had "seen how one emperor after 
another perished; and, like a clever man, he came to 
the conclusion that there was nothing sacred about the 
Roman religion, but that it was all the work of human 
hands. The senselessness of all the life which went 
on around him, especially that in Rome, where his 
business often took him, bewildered him. He had his 
doubts, he could not comprehend everything; and he 
attributed this to his lack of cultivation. 


He was married, and four children had been born 
to him; but three had died young, and only one, a son 
named Julius, survived. Juvenal lavished on this son 
Julius all his affection and all his care. He especially 
wished so to educate his son that he might not be 
tortured by such doubts regarding life as had bewil- 
dered him. When Julius had passed the age of fif- 
teen, his father intrusted his education to a philosopher 
who had settled in their city and devoted himself to the 
instruction of youth. Juvenal intrusted him to this 
philosopher, together with a comrade of his, Pamphil- 
ius, the son of a former slave whom Juvenal had freed. 


The two boys were of the same age, both handsome, 
and good friends. They studied diligently, and both of 
them were of good morals. Julius distinguished himself 
more in the study of the poets and in mathematics; 
Pamphilius, in the study of philosophy. 


About a year before the completion of their course 
of study, Pamphilius, coming to school one day, ex- 
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plained to the teacher that his widowed mother was 
going to the city of Daphne, and that he would be 
obliged to give up his studies. 


The teacher was sorry to lose a pupil who had re- 
flected credit on him; Juvenal also was sorry, but 
sorriest of all was Julius. But in spite of all their 
entreaties that he should stay and finish his studies, 
Pamphilius remained obdurate, and after thanking his 
friends for their love toward him and their solicitude for 
him, he took his departure. 


Two years passed: Julius completed his studies; and 
during all that time he did not once see his friend. 


One day, however, he met him in the street, invited 
him home, and began to ask him how and where he 
lived. 


Pamphilius told him he still lived in the same place 
with his mother. 


"We do not live alone," said he, "but many friends 
live with us, and we have all things in common." 


" What do you mean ' in common '? " asked Julius. 


" In such a way that none of us considers anything his 
private property." 


" Why do you do that way? " 


"We are Christians," said Pamphilius. 


" Is it possible! " cried Julius. " Why, I have been 
told that Christians kill children and eat them. Can it 
be that you take part in doing such things? " 


" Come and see," replied Pamphilius. " We do noth- 
ing of the sort; we live simply, trying to do nothing 
wrong." 


" But how can you live, if you have no property of 
your own? " 


"We support each other. If we give our brethren 
our labors, then they give us theirs." 


" But if your brethren take your labors and don't 
reciprocate, then what? " 


"We don't have such persons," said Pamphilius; 
" such persons prefer to live luxuriously, and they 
don't join us; life among us is simple, and without 
luxury." 
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" But are there not many lazy ones who would delight 
in being fed for nothing? " 


"Yes, there are some such, and we willingly receive 
them. Not long ago a man of that character came to 
us a runaway slave; at first, it is true, he was lazy, and 
led a bad life, but soon he changed his life, and has now 
become one of the good brethren." 


" But supposing he had not ordered his life aright? " 


" Well, there are some such. The old man Cyril says 
that we must treat such as if they were the very best of 
the brethren, and love them all the more." 


" Can one love good-for-nothings? " 


" It is impossible to help loving a human being." 


" But how can you give all men whatever they ask of 
you? " asked Julius. " If my father gave all persons 
whatever they asked him for, very soon he wouldn't 
have anything left." 


" I don't know," replied Pamphilius. " We always 
have enough left for our necessities. Even if it came 
about that we had nothing to eat or nothing to wear, 
then we ask the others and they give to us. Yes, it 
sometimes happens so. Only once did I ever have to 
go to bed without my supper, and that was because I 
was very tired and did not feel like going to ask any of 
the brethren." 


" I don't know how you do," said Julius, " only what 
my father says: if he didn't have his own property, and 
if he gave to every one who asked him, he would die of 
starvation." 


" We don't! Come and see. We live, and not only 
do not lack, but we have even more than we need." 


" How can that be? " 


" This is the way of it: We all profess one law, but 
our powers of fulfilling it vary in each individual; some 
have greater, some have less. One has already made 
great improvement in the good life, while another has 
only just begun in it. At the head of us all stands 
Christ, with His life, and we all try to imitate Him, and 
in this only we see our well-being. Certain of us, like 
the old man Cyril and his wife Pelagia, are our leaders; 
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others stand next to them, and still others in a third 
rank, but all of us are traveling along the same path. 
Those in advance are already near to the law of Christ, 
self-renunciation, and they are willing to lose their 
life in order to save it. These need nothing; they have 
no regret for themselves, and to those that ask they give 
their last possession according to the law of Christ. 
There are others, feebler, who cannot give all they have, 
who have some pity on themselves, who grow weak if 
they don't have their usual dress and food, and cannot 
give everything away. Then there are others still 
weaker such as have only just started on the path; 
these still live in the old way, keeping much for them- 
selves and giving away only what is superfluous. Even 
these that linger in the rear give aid to those in the van. 
Moreover, all of us are entangled by our relationships 
with pagans. One man's father is a pagan and has a 
property, and gives to his son. The son gives to those 
that ask, but the father still continues to provide. The 
mother of another is a pagan, and has pity on her son, 
and helps him. A third has heathen children, while a 
mother is a Christian, and the children obey her, give to 
her, and beg her not to give her possessions away, while 
she, out of love to them, takes what they give her. and 
gives to others. Then, again, a fourth will have a pagan 
wife, and a fifth a pagan husband. Thus all are per- 
plexed, and those in the van would be glad to give their 
all, but they cannot. In this way the feeble in faith are 
confirmed, and thus much of the superfluous is collected 
together." 


In reply to this Julius said: 


" Well, if this is so, then it means you fail to observe 
the teaching of Christ, and only pretend to observe it. 
For if you don't give away your all, then there is no dis- 
tinction between us and you. In my mind, if you are 
going to be a Christian, then you must fulfil the whole 
law; give everything away and remain a beggar." 


" That is the best way of all," said Pamphilius, " Do 
so!" 


" Yes, I will do so when I see that you do." 
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"We do not wish to set an example. And I don't 
advise you to join us and renounce your present life 
for a mere display; we act as we do, not for show, but 
as a part of our religion." 


" What do you mean your ' religion '? " 


" Why, it means that salvation from the evils of the 
world, from death, is to be found only in life according 
to the teaching of Christ. And it makes no difference 
to us what men say about us. We are not doing this 
in the eyes of men, but because in this alone do we see 
life and welfare." 


" It is impossible not to live for self," said Julius. 
" The gods instilled in us our instinct to love ourselves 
better than others and to seek happiness for ourselves. 
And you do the same thing. You confess that some 
of you have pity on yourselves; more and more they will 
look out for their own pleasures, and be ever more will- 
ing to give up your faith and do just what we are doing." 


"No," replied Pamphilius; "our brethren will go in 
another path and will never weaken, but will become 
more and more confirmed in it: just as a fire will never 
go out when wood is added to it. In this is our faith." 


" I don't find in what this faith consists." 


" Our faith is this: that we understand life as Christ 
has interpreted it to us." 


"How is that?" 


"Christ uttered some such parable as this: Certain 
vine-dressers cultivated a vineyard, and they were 
obliged to pay tribute to the owner of the vineyard. 
We are the vine-dressers who live in the world and 
have to pay tribute to God and fulfil His will. But 
those that held to the worldly faith fancied that the 
vineyard was theirs, that they had nothing to pay for 
it, but only to enjoy the fruits of it. The Lord of the 
vineyard sent a messenger to these men to receive His 
tribute, but they drove him away. The Lord of the 
vineyard sent His Son after the tribute, but they killed 
Him, thinking that after that no one would interfere 
with them. This is the belief of the world, whereby 
all men live who do not acknowledge that life is given 
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only for God's service. But Christ has taught us hovs 
false is the worldly belief that it would be better for 
man if he drove out of the vineyard the Master's mes- 
senger and His Son and avoided paying tribute, for He 
showed us that we must either pay tribute or be ex- 
pelled from the vineyard. He taught us that all pleasures 
which we call pleasures eating, drinking, amusements 
cannot be pleasures if our life is devoted to them, 
that they are pleasures only when we seek another, 
the fulfilment of the will of God; that only then these 
are pleasures, as a present reward following the ful- 
filment of the will of God. To wish to have pleasure 
without the labor of fulfilling the will of God, to sepa- 
rate pleasure from work, is the same as to tear off the 
stalks of flowers and plant them without seeds. We 
have this belief, and therefore we cannot seek for de- 
ception in place of truth. Our faith consists in this: 
that the welfare of life is not in its pleasures, but in 
the fulfilment of the will of God without a thought of 
its pleasures, or hoping for them. And thus we live, 
and the longer we live the more we see that pleasure 
and well-being, like a wheel behind the shafts, follow 
on the fulfilment of the will of God. Our Lord has 
said: Come unto me all ye that labor and are heavy 
laden, and I zvill give you rest! Take my yoke upon 
you and learn of me, for I am meek and lowly in 
heart; and ye shall find rest unto your souls, for my 
yoke is easy and my burden is light" 
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