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            To Jean Lumsden

            (Winner of the IGL Retriever Championship

with Field Trial Champion Treunair Cala)

            
                

            

            This book is dedicated to my mother whose affinity with dogs and great love for them has fostered in me a certainty that life without a dog would be much poorer.

            Without her experience, infinite patience and guidance over the years I would not have been in a position to write this guide which I hope you will find to be the secret to a happy family life with a well-trained dog.
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         YOUR NEW PUPPY needs care, attention and training to prepare him for life as a member of your family.

         This book will answer your questions and provide you with the help, guidance and information you need.

         Follow these instructions and your puppy should develop into a delightful, obedient and devoted member of your family. He will bring you great companionship and happiness for many years to come.
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            1. CHOOSING YOUR PUPPY

         

         Deciding to have a dog is a huge decision. It will affect your life and that of your family for up to 15 years. It is a commitment that should not be entered into lightly and if you are not prepared to give your dog adequate exercise once it has grown up, do not get a puppy.

         WHICH BREED

         Before deciding on which breed you want, ask yourself:

         
            1. Does it have the right temperament?

            2. What size of dog is suitable for you?

            3. Is it suitable as a family pet?

            4. Realistically how much exercise can you give it?

            5. How much time are you prepared to spend grooming it?

            6. Do you have suitable facilities in your house and garden to cater for the type of dog you want?

            7. Is the breed you fancy generally biddable or is it likely to be difficult to train?

         

         Points to remember:

         
            1. Dogs that are known to need a lot of exercise will only be content and easy to live with if you give them as much as they need. Spaniels, for example, are bred to work all day. With plenty of exercise, structure and discipline, they are fantastic. So many people choose a spaniel because it is the ‘right size, not too big and not too small and they look so nice’! However, I have lost count of the number of problem spaniels I have been asked to help with, usually because they won’t come back. In every case, the owner has failed to instil discipline from the outset and then compounded the problem by not giving the dog sufficient exercise. Be prepared to put in the work.

            2. Don’t fall into the trap of ‘getting something a bit different’. Research the type of dog well. Why don’t you see many of them around? There is a reason why the world sometimes seems to be populated solely with Labradors and Golden Retrievers – they generally have the perfect temperament with children. They are biddable, easy to train and loyal.

            3. Terriers are usually very smart with huge personalities and are great fun but are you prepared to compromise with your terrier? Your word will never be law as it can be with many other breeds. Terriers often have a mind of their own together with wilful self-determination! If you live in the middle of a wood and your garden cannot be secured, a terrier is not for you.

            4. Bearded Collies – are you really going to find the time to brush it thoroughly every day to stop that glorious coat becoming a tangled mess?

         

         
            Nervous genes

            I visited an eight-week-old Manchester Terrier, an uncommon breed, who had fear aggression. When the owners had gone to choose it, they were shown the mother who, safely behind a fence, was barking madly with hackles up. ‘She is worried you might hurt her puppies,’ they were told.

            However, this little dog had to be re-homed before he was a year old. His fear aggression had become a danger to both his family and to visitors. It wasn’t his fault and the owners had done everything right. Sadly, it was his genes that let him down. The owner reminded me in the course of this sad tale that at that very first visit, I had said that I thought there was real danger this puppy would bite someone. He was clearly a very nervous little dog.

            The family now have a delightful Labrador, adored by them and all visitors. Don’t be afraid to be sensible!

         

         There are numerous books on the market that give valuable information on types of dogs, their personality traits and the ease with which you should be able to train them. A good one is Encyclopaedia of Dog Breeds by D. Caroline Coile, Ph.D.

         STAGE 1: THE RIGHT LITTER

         Having selected the right breed for your family, you now need to find the right litter. Word of mouth is best. Temperament is everything. You should be looking for:

         
            	a puppy who will grow into a dog who can be trusted with children, whatever the provocation

            	calmness

            	biddability

            	good looks, but only after the first three criteria have been met

         

         Points to remember: 

         
            1. You should always see the bitch. If she is not available or the owners do not want you to see her, walk away!

            2. It is unlikely you will see the sire. Serious breeders often drive hundreds of miles to use the right dog for their bitch.

            3. Is the bitch calm and affectionate towards you?

            4. Does the bitch glow with pride and enthusiasm that you have come to see her puppies?

            5. Has the breeder asked you searching questions to establish whether you are suitable to have one of her puppies? 

            6. Are the puppies in a clean, safe environment with plenty of space?

            7. Do the puppies look sleek, healthy and happy?

            8. Are the puppies confident and out-going?

            9. Have the puppies clearly had plenty of social contact with people?

            10. Ask if the bitch and puppies have been wormed regularly and had treatment for fleas. (Puppies who have not been wormed will look underweight and at the same time will have bloated tummies.) If the entire litter are scratching incessantly, they have not been treated appropriately for fleas.

            11. Does the breeder insist that the puppies stay with her until they are eight weeks old? A lot of breeders let puppies go at six weeks: they are at their most expensive to feed between six and eight weeks and it is a huge amount of hard work to keep them for the additional two weeks. However, the difference in their levels of maturity and confidence is huge if they remain with their siblings until eight weeks.

            12. Does the breeder seem to know each puppy and its personality? Can she tell them apart easily?

         

         If the answer to any of these questions is no, think very carefully before proceeding to the next stage.
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         Once you have located ‘the right litter’, then either a bitch or a dog puppy should have the right temperament and be equally straightforward to train. It is better to have the right puppy of either sex from the right litter than to have the sex you want from the wrong litter.

         Dogs appear to have acquired a bad reputation as being liable to wander, to be harder to train, and to chase every bitch within miles! Yes they will do this, but only if you have acquired a dog puppy with the wrong temperament and then failed to exercise and train it properly.

         Dogs are not subject to hormonal cycles as are bitches. Dogs are more akin to human boys. Girls tend to live life in shades of grey whereas dogs tend to live in a much more straightforward black and white world. Dogs also tend to be utterly loyal and, when properly trained, form an unshakeable bond with their owner.

         Bitches are generally thought to be easier all round. A defiant bitch will almost certainly be easier to cope with than a defiant dog and a biddable bitch will probably be easier than a biddable dog. But with the right training, neither should be difficult.
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         Bitches give you the headache of three weeks, twice a year when they are in season and need to be kept away from the marauding male population! They tend to be physically smaller than dogs from the same breed. As with human girls and boys, bitches will also tend to be gentler than their male counterparts. But again, basic temperament is the crucial factor in either dogs or bitches and a well-disciplined dog of either sex will be a delight. 

         STAGE 2: MAKING A CHOICE

         Individual dogs will vary in their personalities just as people do. Some types and characters appeal more to us than others. Here are a few points you may wish to consider when selecting your puppy.

         
            1. Take a good overview of the whole litter.

            2. Look for any individual puppies that may be nervous but assess whether the puppy is really nervous or just timid and whether it may thrive when given a secure, structured and loving new home.

            3. Do you want the ‘me, me, me’ puppy who rushes up to you? The children will fall for him as he has ‘chosen’ them. He will no doubt be bold and full of personality but he might not be as keen as some to follow the rules.

            4. Don’t forget to look for the puppy who is sitting back and sizing up the situation before he comes forward to join the inevitable throng. The saying ‘Fools rush in’ comes to mind. He will probably be both bright and biddable.

            5. Then there are the other puppies, the ones who have not stood out for any particular reason in your first assessment of the litter. You can ask to take these ones, and any others you think you might like, away from the bulk of the litter where they can have a chance to show their potential.

            6. Don’t be afraid to take your time. Ask for puppies to be taken out of the litter or put back as many times as you need. A good breeder will let you play with a group or individual puppies while you search out the one who will become a valued, loyal member of your family for up to the next 15 years.

            7. A breeder who is keen to find the right homes for her puppies will not mind you going more than once to ensure you make the right choice. If she gets to know you and she also knows all of the puppies as individuals, she will be able to provide sound guidance to help you find the perfect puppy for you and your family.

            8. Do not pick a puppy until the litter is at least five weeks old, preferably six weeks old. They take time to develop their individual personalities and the physical changes from birth to eight weeks are astounding.

         

         
            The right puppy for your family 

            I gently laid a five-week-old German Wire-haired Pointer down on his back and with the palm of one hand, held him there. A Golden Retriever puppy’s natural instinct at this point is to go floppy, back legs relaxed and akimbo: total submission. Not so the German Pointer. For 10 long minutes, he fought, he struggled and he tried to nip me before finally relaxing and getting the rewarding tummy rub that the Golden puppy would have earned immediately.

            He wasn’t an aggressive dog but he was a very dominant and belligerent dog. By the time he was nine months old, he had discovered that he could get his own way, first by growling and then, if necessary, by biting. He never ever tried to bite me but he did bite both his mistress and her 10-year-old son. He is now happily working on the Yorkshire moors with a man who knows all about Pointers. And the family? They are happy as well, with a bright, charming and biddable Golden Retriever bitch. Choose the right breed for you!

         

         CHILDREN WHO ARE SCARED OF DOGS

         If you have a child who is frightened of dogs, getting a puppy is a great idea. However, whether your child is apprehensive for no apparent reason or his fear stems from an unpleasant incident, it is crucial that you think carefully about the breed of dog to get for the perfect temperament: • calm but not nervous • bright but biddable 

         Small dogs, terriers in particular, tend to dart around in a manner that can be very unnerving to an anxious child. One child, who really did not want a dog as they scared her so much, told me she might be able to cope with a Golden Retriever. Fluffy, cuddly, loyal and dependable, it would have been the perfect answer. However, her family decided on a Border Terrier. Although a most delightful dog, living with the puppy and a frightened child proved a trial for everyone. The sheer speed and unpredictability of the puppy unnerved her.

         Helping the child to make friends with a puppy:

         
            	Don’t try to force the child to like the puppy.

            	Don’t ask the child to touch the puppy.

            	As far as possible, ignore both the child and the puppy and let them work things out between themselves.

            	Don’t shut the puppy away every time the child is in the room.

            	Don’t fall into the routine of doors opening and shutting while a shrieking child is kept away from the puppy.

            	Of course you need to stop the puppy jumping up on the child or grabbing his or her clothes or hands but you will be teaching the puppy this anyway.

            	Remember, it is not just the child who will be affected if you get this wrong. The puppy will also become as unnerved and frightened as the child if the situation is handled badly.

            	Make it clear that while the child is free to ignore the puppy completely, both of them have to live in the same house and be in the same room when the occasion demands it.

            	Unless the child is an only child, the puppy is likely to learn to ignore the fearful child quickly in favour of those who do want to play.

            	There is nothing like telling children that they don’t have to, or are not allowed to, do something to make them desperate to do it.

         

         
            
[image: ]
            

         

         
            A terrified child 

            I once sold a puppy to a family with a child who was terrified of dogs. When they visited the litter, the parents kept telling the fearful child just to touch the puppy and to stand inside the whelping box and so on. But they should have said nothing and just let her watch her brother playing with the puppies.

            At eight weeks they took their puppy home. At six months I rescued the puppy who was in a pitiable emotional state. He lay curled in a ball, too terrified to stretch out. He never came directly towards a door but always sneaked along the wall and then darted through. He was ever alert for any sudden loud human noise, his tail was always down and he looked permanently worried. In the car, he shook and dribbled throughout journeys.

            Why? Because having failed to get the child to touch and interact with the puppy by forcing them together, the parents went to the other extreme. Doors had to be endlessly opened and closed to keep child and puppy apart. The dog was forever being manhandled to keep it away from the child who kept leaping on tables. The dog never knew when the next shriek was coming. On car journeys he shivered in the boot while the child shrieked in the back seat.

            Within three weeks of being back with me, the puppy had regained his confidence and the strange patterns of behaviour were receding. The car was no longer a problem and his tail was wagging again. He was re-homed with another family with two children and, because of his fundamentally perfect temperament, he has been a much loved and valued member of his new family ever since.

         

      

   


   
      
         

            2. PUPPY’S ARRIVAL

         

         Having chosen your puppy, you will need to make some preparations and collect some basic equipment for his care before bringing him to his new home. Good planning will help him to settle in and will give you the confidence that comes from being properly prepared.

         SECURING YOUR GARDEN

         For your own peace of mind, it is important to check the garden boundaries for puppy-sized escape routes. Initially, escaping will be the last thing the puppy will want to do but as he gets bigger and bolder, a conveniently placed hole will be seen as an open invitation to explore further afield.

         FREEDOM FENCING

         If your property cannot be entirely fenced, freedom fencing may be the answer. An electric circuit is installed around your boundary and the dog wears a collar that automatically gives a small shock if he tries to cross the invisible ‘fence’ while it is switched on. This is different from the static electric collar which is controlled by the handler and should only be used as a last resort (see page 125).

         If you train your puppy properly, he can easily be taught where the boundaries are without a visible barrier or a freedom fence. However, while you are in the process of training him, it is important that you should have the peace of mind afforded by a secure boundary.

         A well-trained dog has no desire to get away from his owner. He relies on you and wants to be near you. Feed him and exercise him properly and take him out with you in the car whenever feasible. No dog wants to run away from a structured, stimulating, loving and fun environment. He might miss out!

         An ill-disciplined, under-exercised dog whose meals arrive randomly and who never gets an outing, has very little to stay at home for.

         SLEEPING ARRANGEMENTS

         Decide whether you are going to use a cage or have a box as a bed. Either should be placed where the puppy will feel safe and secure and know he will be undisturbed. Buying a solid adult-sized bed at this stage is inadvisable, as it will make him feel insecure; the alternative is to keep replacing the bed as your puppy grows. Line the bed with Vet-bed, which is available from all pet shops and comes in different sizes. Most good breeders will have been using this in the whelping box for its warmth, ease of washing, and the grip it affords small puppies as they learn to get up on their feet. Vet-bed must be washed before using it for the first time.

         CAGE OR BOX?

         Cage: your puppy will grow fast so it will need careful thought to get a cage which is small enough initially for him to feel safe in but large enough to allow for growth without him becoming cramped. Ideally, two sides of the cage should stand against solid surfaces in order for your puppy to feel secure. You will need to make the cage cosy and comfortable to lie in with a suitable piece of Vet-bed or some soft alternative.

         Box: A cardboard box with the front cut away just enough to allow your puppy easy access while remaining secure and cosy makes a very good puppy bed. It provides a warm, safe place for him and has many other advantages:
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            	It is cheap.

            	It can be changed as the puppy grows so that he will always be comfortable without being cramped or feeling lost in a space which is too big.

            	If he chews, it is easily replaced.

            	You can take the box in the car to help familiarise him with car journeys.

            	It can provide a safe haven in any other house you visit with him while he is small.

         

         LOCATION OF BED

         There are several things to consider when deciding where to put the bed:

         
            	Which room will the puppy be sleeping in at night?

            	Puppies like to feel they are near you when they can be – you may need to select a day place as well as a night place for him to sleep.

            	Where will you leave the puppy when you go out?
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