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  If I am asked the purely intellectual question, why I believe in Christianity, I can only answer . . . I believe in it quite rationally upon the evidence. But the evidence in my case . . . is in an enormous accumulation of small but unanimous facts.




  G. K. Chesterton, Orthodoxy
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  My eldest daughter used to love doing jigsaws as a young girl, and one day I spoke to her about a puzzle she was working on. “Sophia, I wonder what the picture is?” She confidently responded, “Dad, it’s Cinderella!” I recognized a teachable moment and pointed out, “But you haven’t put all the pieces together.” She merely tilted her head and said, “Dad, it’s Cinderella!”




  I faked a serious expression and challenged her again, this time with more emotion. “Sophia, wait, it’s not too late to change your mind. You can’t be sure because you haven’t completed the puzzle.” Sophia, who is used to her dad asking unusual questions, merely rolled her eyes the way only a daughter can. “Dad, it’s Cinderella and I’m sure because I have enough pieces in place.”




  Clearly Sophia had seen the box and retained this picture in her mind. In fact, it would be easy to assume this was what she was referring to when I asked her about the big picture. But note what she said: “Dad, I have enough pieces in place.” Sophia’s attention had shifted from the box to the puzzle pieces. These were now responsible for her confidence about the big picture. My daughter had stumbled on something significant about this broken world, and I wanted to be sure she remembered it: We can know the truth—and we can know the truth without knowing everything.




  I have lost count of the number of times a meaningful conversation has ground to a halt when someone shrugged his or her shoulders and said, “Well, we can’t really know because we’ll never have all the answers.” I normally agree that we’ll never find every answer to every question, but I like to get the conversation back on track. Many people look at this broken world and think we can’t make sense of it all. However, like when we’re doing a jigsaw, if we want to see the big picture we don’t need every piece of a puzzle. All we need is enough important parts that stand out and fit together.




  Don’t be put off by things in life that don’t make sense or stumped by parts that don’t seem to fit. Turn your attention to what clearly stands out and start snapping things into place. While it can be frustrating to know we’ll never complete this puzzle, it’s worth the effort to try to see the big picture. When you’ve done enough to see enough, you’ll be confident you know the truth.




  This is a jigsaw guide to making sense of the world, and it is a strategy that comes naturally. Transcending boundaries of age, language, intellect and culture, the jigsaw idea has connected with people around the world, and we can use it everywhere to talk about things that really matter. I’ve stood before the Scottish Parliament and used the jigsaw to make a cumulative case for the truth and reasonableness of the Christian worldview. When you hold this key to confident Christianity, you are prepared to share anywhere!




  For a long time I’ve known that Christianity is more than endorsing tradition or subscribing to a religion because it offers a unique relationship with God that changes lives. I learned this firsthand as a young boy growing up in Edinburgh, Scotland. My parents, Alex and June McLellan, were unchurched and non-Christian. By the time I was three years old, my sister Paula and I joined the long list of children whose families had been fragmented by divorce. However, a few years later my parents became Christians, radically changed for the better and decided to get remarried—to each other. Witnessing this transformation got my attention and encouraged me to commit my life to Jesus Christ.




  If Christianity is real, change is important, but I came to understand that change is not enough. The ultimate question is not “does it work?” but “is it true?” In my teenage years I wrestled with this question until an absence of answers made it easier to drift away from God, and this steady slide continued until difficult circumstances drew me back to faith. The sharp edges of life remind us that we cannot put off until tomorrow what we need to do today. I knew I had to decide where I stood in relation to God and his Son, Jesus Christ. I needed to switch my attention from the missing pieces of the puzzle to what I believed about the big picture. I realized my faith still stood—and stood strong— because it rang true. Therefore I was responsible to do something about it, and I wholeheartedly recommitted my life to Christ.




  C. S. Lewis, one of the most influential Christian writers of the twentieth century, said, “If you examined a hundred people who had lost their faith in Christianity, I wonder how many of them would turn out to have been reasoned out of it by honest argument? Do not most people simply drift away?”[1] I knew the danger of this, so I was determined to do whatever it took to strengthen my belief and add weight to the anchor in my soul: to know what I believed and the reasons I believed it. This was the first step on a lifelong journey. I knew I needed God’s help, so like the man in Mark’s Gospel I prayed, “[Lord,] I do believe; help me overcome my unbelief!” (Mk 9:24).




  Today I am the founder and executive director of Reason Why International, traveling broadly to speak at churches, universities, schools, camps, conferences and a variety of outreach events and sharing the good news of Jesus Christ. What changed? My overwhelming conviction that Christianity is true! How did this happen? I was not zapped by a supernatural bolt of understanding. Rather, I learned many good reasons to believe that a biblical perspective provides the right framework for life and resonates with reality.




  James Sire is a respected author and authority on worldviews, and he describes a worldview as “a set of presuppositions (assumptions which may be true, partly true or entirely false) which we hold (consciously or subconsciously, consistently or inconsistently) about the basic make-up of our world.”[2] So when I had good reasons to believe that the Christian worldview corresponded to the real world, it strengthened my faith and gave me renewed confidence in the gospel. Christianity fits! A Jigsaw Guide to Making Sense of the World is designed to help believers see and appreciate this, and every reason to believe it fits is a reason to share.




  While reasons to believe you know the truth can provide confidence, it’s still not easy for Christians to stand up, open their mouths and share the Christian faith, especially when it seems like the world is telling them to sit down, be quiet and keep their beliefs to themselves. This leads us to think things like, “I can’t share the truth about Christianity because people get offended.” “People say everyone should be left alone to believe what they want.” “My faith is rejected as out of touch with the real world.” “If I open the door to doubt it will destroy my faith.” These kinds of obstacles can erode confidence in the gospel and suck the life out of our passion for evangelism. So when it comes to sharing their faith, many Christians default to the school of “I would if I could, but I can’t!”




  If Christians see themselves as not smart enough, bold enough or gifted enough, they can withdraw from conversations and take the fallback position: live right and let their actions speak for themselves. This may seem like a good idea until it becomes obvious that a silent Christian example often leads only to one conclusion: “What a nice person.” The other problem with handing over responsibility to those more “qualified” is that the Bible hands it right back. All Christians need to be ready to share what they believe and why they believe it (1 Pet 3:15). When we share those reasons, whether or not we realize it we are participating in Christian apologetics. There are different approaches to this subject, but my preference is always to try and make a cumulative case, and this is what a jigsaw guide to making sense of the world is all about.[3]




  The English term apologetics comes from the Greek word apologia, which has nothing to do with saying you’re sorry. The word means offering a defense or justification for a belief. Alvin Plantinga, described by Time magazine as one of America’s leading philosophers,[4] has defended the reasonableness of Christianity by pointing out, “Perhaps the main function of apologetics is to show that . . . [we] have nothing whatsoever for which to apologize.”[5] So if life has dented your confidence in the gospel, or difficult questions are an obstacle to sharing the Christian faith, a jigsaw guide brings good news: there is hope of sharing the hope that you have.




  The first thing to do is always the thing to do first, so chapter one will help you learn to use the jigsaw to put life’s broken pieces back together. Chapter two will give you a good grasp of truth, the cornerstone of every belief—despite incessant attacks in the popular culture, you need to know that truth is shaken but not stirred. Chapter three will help you develop a firm understanding of belief. Some say it doesn’t really matter what you believe as long as you are sincere, but the fact is some beliefs are better than others. Chapter four will establish an accurate definition of faith so you can respond to those who claim that faith is keeping your eyes closed. This chapter makes clear that biblical faith is walking forward with your eyes open. Chapter five will help you recapture a healthy respect for doubt, something often denigrated as a sign of weakness. It is important to understand that doubt can be respectable, biblical and compatible with confident belief. Finally, chapter six will put the pieces together so you can know the truth, defend your belief, anchor your faith, deal with doubt and show how Christianity paints the big picture.




  This book is written to encourage those who hold a Christian worldview, but it also has something important to say to those who do not see the world this way—and who seek the truth. A jigsaw guide will work whatever your worldview, and the subsequent chapters will engage non-Christians on two levels. It challenges them to think how successfully their worldview paints the big picture and puts life’s broken pieces back together, and it offers a big-picture perspective on the Christian worldview so that non-Christians can understand what Christians believe and why they believe it. I should add a warning: Christianity makes a powerful case. Indeed, that’s why many people would rather not crack open the Christian worldview—they’re afraid they’ll be drawn closer to a place they don’t want to go. However, there’s no need to worry. Even the best reasons to believe are never compulsory. Non-Christians will always retain the freedom to walk away. Choosing to embrace the Christian faith and follow Jesus Christ is the result of a supernatural work of God that goes much deeper. More than engaging the mind, the Holy Spirit strikes a chord in the depths of the soul and provokes humility, repentance and the faith to believe.




  So if reason falls short of persuading others to accept the truth and teaching of Christianity, why is it so important to share our reasons to believe? First, God wants us to love him with our hearts, souls, bodies and minds (Mt 22:37)—with everything. We cannot dismiss our intellect without ignoring the way God created us. Second, reason is one of the ways God draws people closer to himself. While reason alone cannot bring about real change and is not designed to transform people, it is still a tool to connect and communicate the truth, one that clears away unnecessary intellectual obstacles. Third, the Bible clearly states that Christians are responsible to share why they believe, and both Scripture and human history record how important this can be. Some people pepper us with questions to avoid dealing with real issues, but others genuinely seek the truth and run aground on the rocks of reasons to reject Christianity—which can be overcome.




  Sharing one’s faith is the biblical responsibility of every Christian, but it’s important to distinguish between what falls on our shoulders and what does not fall on our shoulders. Christians are not responsible to make anyone believe anything (we cannot) or to bash them over the head with the Bible until they say they do (we should not). Christians are to reflect the character of Christ and share the truth with love, gentleness and respect (1 Pet 3:15). Do this faithfully and you have not failed, even if people reject the message. It’s important to respect others and allow them the right to hold and express a different view (the true definition of tolerance), and sometimes we need to agree to disagree—without being disagreeable.




  Christians share because they care, and while it can be heartbreaking when people we love choose to reject this important message, it helps to remember that the end of one conversation is not necessarily the end of the story. While God can suddenly intervene in a person’s life in a dramatic way, he also gently draws people closer to the truth over time. So believers need to be patient, prayerful and prepared to add another link in the chain: strengthening the greater work God is doing one conversation at a time. Sitting back and doing nothing because “the Holy Spirit will take care of it” flies in the face of biblical teaching. All Christians are responsible to do their part, do their best, and trust God to take care of the rest.




  The Christian worldview resonates with people because it lines up with the way we see and experience the world in critical areas. When believers can demonstrate that their faith is reasonable, life-changing and true, God will take their words and supernaturally drive them home to greater effect. Some who hear this message will reject it and go in another direction despite our best efforts, but others will be drawn closer and make a decision to trust in Jesus Christ. These are conversations that count for eternity, so non-Christians should be willing to hear what Christians have to say, even if they decide to walk away. Christians on the other hand must be ready to have these kinds of conversations. Many struggle because they believe that engaging others is out of reach, but the jigsaw lowers the bottom rung on the ladder to confident Christianity so everyone can climb on board. Simply start where people are, work with what you know, and when you learn to put the pieces together and make sense of the world you will discover you’re prepared to share—anywhere!




  1
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  Jigsaw




  Be Prepared to See It




  “Life is puzzling—the greatest puzzle of them all— but what if you could make sense of the world?”




  “You can’t because we’ll never have all the answers!”




  “But like when you’re doing a jigsaw, you don’t need every piece of the puzzle to see the big picture. All you need is enough important parts that stand out and fit together.”
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  The ordinary jigsaw puzzle serves as a guide to making sense of the world. But if you dare to suggest this, some people may decide you have a few pieces missing. Conversations about life’s toughest questions result in raised eyebrows, rolled eyes and shrugged shoulders because people know we will never have all the answers. However, you do not need every piece of a puzzle to see the big picture. All you need is enough important parts that stand out and fit together. Ultimate answers are within reach of ordinary people when you understand you do not need to know everything to know the truth, and the jigsaw encourages you to start putting the pieces together.




  Imagine the wonder of waking up every morning knowing you have discovered the meaning of life—and that it is good news. What would you do? Who would you tell? It may sound too good to be true, but this should be the confident claim of every Christian. Followers of Jesus Christ hold a belief that is supernaturally signed and sealed, but it is also a faith anchored in the real world. Christian apologist Ravi Zacharias has defended this message in some of the most prestigious religious, academic and political settings around the world. He notes, “God has a script. He has spoken of it in His Scriptures. Finding the script moves us closer to solving the mystery.”[1]




  Life is mysterious, but God’s natural revelation is designed to shine light on the truth and point us in the direction of his supernatural revelation (Rom 1:20; Ps 19:1). As author Paul Little has said, “God expects us to believe in him based on comprehensible evidence. He gives us intelligent and logical reasons. He is saying, ‘Look at the natural world, even the universe or your own body and you will have ample evidence for belief.’”[2]




  G. K. Chesterton is one of my favorite authors. A prolific and engaging writer, he has been described as a man of colossal genius, and his classic work Orthodoxy powerfully captures the role of reason in his journey to Christian faith. It also discusses the limits of responsibility when it comes to sharing one’s faith with others: “It is the purpose of the writer to attempt an explanation, not of whether the Christian faith can be believed, but of how he personally has come to believe it.”[3] As a Christian, I am responsible to share why I believe what I believe with those who are willing to listen. I cannot make anyone believe anything, nor should I try. Yet like Chesterton I firmly believe that ultimate answers are within the reach of everyone who is prepared to look for them with open eyes and an open mind. We will never exhaust the wonders of this world but we can still grasp—and gasp at—the significance of the big picture.




  Whenever we are disillusioned by missing pieces of the puzzle or parts that don’t seem to fit, we can turn our attention to things that do snap into place. There is a basic level of revelation that allows everyone to grasp something of the wonder of this world without ever exhausting the depths of knowledge available. Chesterton demonstrates this paradox powerfully: “The good news is so simple a child can understand it at once, and so subtle that the greatest intellects never quite get to the bottom of it.”[4] We will never complete the puzzle of this world, but people of all ages and stages can do enough to see the big picture, and the jigsaw puzzle provides a simple mechanism that drives home this wonderful reality.




  A Strategy That Comes Naturally




  Earlier, in the introduction, I described how my daughter was able to look at the jumbled pieces of a Cinderella puzzle and snap them into place. But what if she was able to do this only because she had seen the box? Sophia may have switched her attention to the puzzle pieces, yet it’s possible she was relying on her previous exposure to the picture to guide her. In real life we don’t have this advantage; we are not granted direct access to life’s big picture—which is the reason many people are so confused. And any illustration that offers hope of making sense of the real world must take this into consideration.




  Jigsaw 2.0. Let’s consider a situation where Sophia is confronted by a puzzle and hasn’t had access to the big picture. We’ll call this illustration jigsaw 2.0. Let’s say there was a mix-up at the factory and the Cinderella puzzle pieces were placed in a box with a picture of Sleeping Beauty on it. Sophia is given the jigsaw, but she does not have the picture on the box to guide her. Even worse, she doesn’t know she’s contending with the wrong box. This would be a frustrating experience, and the disparity would encourage her to eventually forget about the box and focus entirely on the puzzle pieces. What is curious—and crucial—is we would expect her to find a way to snap important pieces into place, perhaps enough to see the big picture begin to emerge.




  Still, while Sophia lacks the right picture in her hand, she still has the right picture in her mind. She’s already familiar with Cinderella. Perhaps through sheer luck she stumbles on the fact that this is what the jigsaw represents. If so, her progress from that point on will still owe everything to having the right guide, albeit one planted in her mind rather than painted on a box. If this explains the outcome, then once again the illustration loses its luster. Skeptics will contend that in real life we don’t have access to the big picture—one painted on a box or planted in our mind.




  Jigsaw 3.0. We need to anticipate this objection and undercut it by going straight to jigsaw 3.0. This time Sophia is given a blank box with a Dinderella puzzle inside. (Dinderella is my imaginary addition to the princess hall of fame; I’m willing to develop her if Disney shows an interest.) Sophia has no previous knowledge of this character. There is no concrete image to guide her—in her mind or on a box. Yet we would still expect her to find a way to fit things together. Examining the broken puzzle would take more time, but she could still snap important pieces into place. With patience and perseverance, Sophia would do enough to start to glimpse the big picture, discovering the general nature of this new character without knowing her name or what she looks like, and this suggests that something else is going on.




  Sophia has a basic level of understanding about the world—prior knowledge of the way princesses (or people) are and ought to be—and this helps her recognize particular patterns that stand out and fit together. She never really starts with a clean slate or works with a blank canvas; she has a fuzzy familiarity that allows her to look at a broken puzzle and naturally put pieces together. This admission does not undermine the jigsaw approach to making sense of the world. In fact, it provides the transition we need to illustrate why it works.




  Sophia can look at a broken puzzle with a sense of the way things are and ought to be, and the jigsaw analogy suggests that we look at the world the same way. We do not start out in life with a clean slate, nor do we work with a blank canvas. We have a fuzzy familiarity with the world that helps us see that it is broken, and this allows us to put important pieces back together. There may be no concrete image in our minds to guide us, but there is a degree of awareness that makes particular pieces of the puzzle stand out and get our attention. Whether it’s Cinderella, Dinderella or making sense of the world, we have a basic ability to snap a number of important things into place, and if we can do enough to see the big picture we will have good reason to believe we know the truth.[5]




  A Respect for Common Sense




  These basic beliefs are the reason we can naturally pick out pieces of a puzzle or identify the way things are and ought to be, and this is the basis for a jigsaw guide to making sense of the world. We enjoy a basic level of intuition sometimes referred to as common sense. Thomas Reid was a philosopher in eighteenth-century Scotland who defended and defined common sense as “those propositions that properly functioning adult human beings . . . explicitly believe or take for granted in their ordinary activities and practices.”[6] No doubt the key phrase is “properly functioning”—who gets to decide that, anyway?—but the point is that Reid defended the right of ordinary people to look at life and know what is right and true.




  Of course, we can be wrong about what we take to be principles of common sense and should thus be cautious, Reid emphasizes.[7] Common sense is more than just taking a vote. The changing tides of public opinion have shown that the majority is not always right, and in real terms we can never ascertain what the real majority is—or what people really believe. But if we believe something to be true, we should be able to trace our finger through the fabric of this world and find that others generally see it and believe it too. At the very least we ought to be able to make a good case that our beliefs line up with the natural order of things.




  We will often encounter great debate and disagreement on this point, but our responsibility is only to anchor our beliefs on a reasonable foundation, offering good reasons to believe they are true. An appeal to common sense will need to be defended, particularly in a postmodern age where many people claim to believe that truth does not exist or that objective reality is out of reach. We will discuss this at length in chapter two.




  Digging Deeper




  You don’t have to dig too deep to remind people that they do know some things are and ought to be, and some things ought not to be. But reason is never enough to convince those determined to resist a particular conclusion. I once spoke at a high school conference on ethical issues and one student was eager to speak to me afterward. He rejected my defense of absolute moral values, defiantly stating, “It all depends on the situation.” I said I appreciated that there are gray areas when it comes to ethics, adding, “But surely we can know that particular acts—for example, the torture of innocent children for fun—are absolutely wrong.” He hesitated before shaking his head. “I couldn’t say it was absolutely wrong.” This kind of steely determination to turn away from an objective moral value, one that slaps us in the face, was disturbing, but he was ready to do what was necessary to keep up the pretense of his moral autonomy.




  The encounter reminded me of a story told by one of my philosophy professors. J. P. Moreland is Distinguished Professor of Philosophy at Talbot School of Theology, and he once had a similar dialogue with a student who was holding tight to everyone’s right to do what they want. Eventually J. P. pretended to end the conversation and walk away, stopping only long enough to pick up the student’s music player on his way out the door. As the young man rose to his feet in protest, J. P. paused and asked why this was a problem.[8] In practice we do not really support everyone’s right to do what they want, but we like to superficially suggest it whenever it’s convenient, using it as a thinly veiled warning for people to leave us alone.




  Identifying examples of absolute right and absolute wrong is a powerful way to start talking about things that really matter. We can make a good case for the way the world ought to be and ought not to be. It is worth sounding a note of caution: this will take us into sensitive areas, so we need to tread carefully—but the fact is we need to tread. There is a natural order that we can recognize, standards above and beyond us that serve as an ultimate guide to putting things right. Even Greek philosopher Plato said, “In heaven . . . there is laid up a pattern for it, methinks, which he who desires may behold, and beholding, may set his own house in order.”[9] So our goal should be to discern and learn from this heavenly sense of direction, snapping things into place on earth so we can see the big picture and start living in light of the truth.




  The challenge is that every religion claims to grant such heavenly insight, and many peer groups will pull together to defend what is common sense, at least to them. They may even point to a few pieces of the puzzle that seem to go together and support their view. A small sample of life can give you a glimpse of the big picture but it can also distort it, and when someone has drifted off course we need to try to steer them back in the right direction. Raising questions and reflecting on critical issues encourages people to stand back and take stock, and we can share the reasons we believe our worldview fills in critical gaps and captures the big picture better than anything else. Our goal is to arrive at that “Eureka!” moment when someone starts to make sense of the world. But a number of obstacles stand in the way.




  Obstacles to Putting the Theory into Practice




  Obstacles to putting a jigsaw guide into practice are significant but not insurmountable. Certainly there are no easy answers to life’s difficult questions (by definition), but with patience and perseverance we can do enough to see the big picture. It is worth the effort of doing what it takes to see life in its true context.




  Respected author and literary critic Terry Eagleton has pointed out the challenges posed by a sedentary society addicted to passive engagement with the world. Eagleton says, “Nobody who emerges from a regular eight-hours-a-day television viewing is likely to be quite the same self-identical subject who once conquered India or annexed the Caribbean.”[10] Some people will decide that grappling with life’s difficult questions sounds like too much hard work, but Thomas Morris, former professor at the University of Notre Dame and founder of the Morris Institute of Human Values, firmly believes the rewards are there for those who want to make sense of it all. He says, “Not everyone has the evidential itch, but for those who do, the means for scratching it is available.”[11]




  For those still concerned about the difficulty of the road that lies ahead, I encourage you to read on and remember that even the longest journey is shorter after the first step. Do not let others dissuade you or discourage you. In the face of opposition feel free to quote this powerful proverb with a smile: “The man (or woman) who says it cannot be done shouldn’t interrupt the man (or woman) who is doing it.”




  The First Obstacle: A Random World




  If you were presented with a completely random assortment of broken puzzle pieces, there would be no point trying to fit things together. You could amuse yourself by creating pretty patterns, but there would be nothing reasonable or rational for you to discover. The first obstacle relates to the fact that some people look at the world the same way and come to the same conclusion. Influential atheist philosopher Bertrand Russell won the Nobel Prize for literature in 1950, and he famously said we are simply “the accidental outcome of a collocation of atoms.”[12] If this is true, the world is only a random collection of broken parts that will not make sense in any satisfying way, and it’s not worth the effort to look for ultimate answers when the world is the result of cosmic disorder.




  But it’s worth considering how an accidental outcome of a collocation of atoms is able to figure out that he is an accidental outcome of a collocation of atoms. As John Gray has argued, “If Darwin’s theory of natural selection is true . . . the human mind serves evolutionary success, not truth,”[13] and the outworking of atheism is that “humans cannot be other than irrational. Curiously, this is a conclusion that few rationalists have been ready to accept.”[14] Gray has written several books on politics and philosophy, and his honesty about the logical consequences of atheism is admirable, particularly since he seems to hold an atheistic outlook on life.[15] One cannot help but wonder about the self-defeating nature of Russell’s statement. Chesterton remarked on this kind of curiosity (with a smile, I am sure): “Descartes said, ‘I think; therefore I am!’ The philosophic evolutionist reverses and negates this epigram. He says, ‘I am not; therefore I cannot think.’”[16] However, let us be gracious and give Russell (and Gray?) the benefit of the doubt, thinking for a moment about this natural perspective, since it drives the anchor of the first obstacle deep into the ground.




  Without God’s glasses. Seeing the world without God’s glasses means seeing reality as a random array of broken bits and pieces and, as a consequence, our lives as insignificant pieces of a meaningless puzzle. This worldview has special prominence in our culture. Indeed, it shapes many people’s outlook on life, and if it’s true, we are simply the byproduct of a cosmic accident. I enjoy standing up in schools and being open and honest about what this means for young people today: You are a grown-up germ! What surprises me is that a secular education that preaches this with such passion wrinkles its collective forehead when students take it to heart and start acting like it. We rebuke rowdy students for behaving like animals—after indoctrinating them with the belief that they are animals. What should we expect from an evolved bacterium that has learned to survive by selfishly promoting its own ends and eradicating everything that stands in its way?




  Despite this embarrassing ancestry, atheists still like to inject meaning into a meaningless existence, as the Philosopher’s Magazine cofounder Julian Baggini demonstrates: “What most atheists do believe is that although there is only one kind of stuff in the universe and it is physical, out of this stuff comes minds, beauty, emotions, moral values—in short the full gamut of phenomena that gives richness to human life.”[17] A natural ability to recognize this world of wonders comes as no surprise to those who hold a Christian worldview, but the real issue is that a godless perspective has no philosophical justification for it. In other words, Baggini et al. are writing existential checks their worldview cannot cash.




  The culture continues to promote this general outlook on life, albeit indirectly, by bowing to the so-called hard sciences, although many people are unaware of it. I spoke on this subject at a special event, highlighting the way public schools are reinforcing a godless worldview. A few Christian teachers came to speak to me afterward, slightly annoyed. They pointed to the significant input and influence of Christian organizations and individual teachers, but they failed to see the way religion in general (and Christianity in particular) has been marginalized and compartmentalized in public education. Naturalism is the driving force, depicting a world where “everything is composed of natural entities—those studied by the sciences.”[18] While naturalism is not identical to physicalism (the belief the world is only composed of physical things), the two are united in rejecting the supernatural. According to naturalism, a supernatural perspective may be permitted, even promoted as a source of comfort to those who need to lean on it or are curious about it, but the hard facts come from the hard sciences and they absolutely deny anything else.[19]




  It is naive to think the classroom can ever be unbiased or philosophically neutral. A worldview is woven into every curriculum. I was invited to debate the director of education for the British Humanist Association on national radio in the U.K., responding to the question “Should schools teach creationism?” I said I had no problem with schools presenting an antisupernatural philosophy in the science classroom. For example, stating that the universe came into existence from nothing is a philosophical statement, not a scientific fact. (Note: this statement actually contradicts everything we know and learn from using the scientific method.) However, my contention was that whenever this position was presented the students deserved to hear the counterperspective: a supernatural explanation that would redress the philosophical balance (and present a more rational basis for belief).
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