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a profoundly affectionate, passionate devotion to someone (– noun) was first performed at the Royal Court Theatre Upstairs, London, on 28 February 2017. The cast was as follows:
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	B
	Gershwyn Eustache Jnr
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	Lashana Lynch



	YOUNG WOMAN
	Shvorne Marks



	WOMAN
	Meera Syal
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	Lighting Designer
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	Sound Designer
	Christopher Shutt



	Movement Director
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Characters

PART ONE

A, female, Black

B, male, Black

PART TWO

WOMAN, Black or Asian

MAN, Black

PART THREE

MAN, same character from Part Two. Some years later.

YOUNG WOMAN, the daughter of A+B. Some years later.

He is significantly older than her. The Young Woman is of legal age.

A forward slash / marks an overlapping point in the dialogue.

Words in brackets are intention only.

Names appearing without dialogue directly above/below each other indicate active silences between those characters listed.

A name appearing without dialogue indicates an active silence.

This ebook was created before the end of rehearsals and so may differ slightly from the play as performed.


PART ONE

Scene One

A So is it –

B no.

A Is it that / you’re –

B No it is / not.

A so it’s

B there is no ‘it’s’ it’s nothing there’s nothing

A you’re not –

B no. Nothing. There isn’t.

 Beat.

A My bad.

B Yeh.

A 

B 

B ‘My bad’ – piss off.

A I’ve always –

B no you haven’t.

A 

B 

B It’s not always all about you.

A Well. It usually is.

  Isn’t it.

 Beat.

 …So there is –

B no there / isn’t.

A you’re –

B no

A you have a –

B (quietly) fuck / me.

A something’s not right

B you’re jumping / to –

A something about you’s not / right.

B (dry) really? Right. Me. Right.

A I’m just –

B is it? Me. Right.

 (dry) My bad.

 Beat.

  You jump to conclusions. You always jump to – jumped to conclusions and wrong conclusions in leaps and fuckin bounds

A I know / you.

B come to conclusions where there aint none

A I do know / you.

B makin me make conclusions where there ent / one.

A I do still know you.

B Makin me want to make conclusions where there ent none to make, me makin them to make you feel better bout concluding there are conclusions, when there aint no conclusions to be had. Shit.

A …You ent never said something just to make me feel better.

B I ent lied to make you feel better / no.

A When have you ever said something to me to make me feel / better?

B I’m not gonna lie to you to make / you –

A Something considerate to – something mindful – and I’m not talking bout your / lies.

B you wanting me to say somethin to say anythin just so you can feel somethin – somethin good about y’self – no – and I don’t lie –

A thass one right there

B and I won’t say somethin just to say anything and lies ent got nuthin to do with what I do and don’t say what I will and won’t say what I won’t and don’t say – want to say and don’t – to you.

A I think –

B jump to conclusions –

A I think that –

B jump to your conclusions.

A I think that this is still about / me.

B (You) get me nervous to say anything me not knowin how you’d ‘conclude’ about it wrongly

A you’re nervous of nothing.

B Nervous of you

A couldn’t make you nervous of nuthin that you didn’t wanna be nervous of even if I wanted to.

B You wanted to.

A …I did not

B you tried to

A I do not

B you wanted to try to.

A I did (not). I –. I… No.

 Beat.

  You’ve never been nervous of me.

B Y’sound disappointed.

 Beat.

A You’ve never been nervous of anything about me.

  And there are no conclusions jumped to. Nothin in fuckin ‘leaps and bounds’ thank you – nuthin needed to be jumped to regarding you as you’re / quite –

B Here we / go.

A quite straightforward.

B Here. We. / Go.

A In a straightforward sort of way.

B That the best you can do?

A No.

A 

B 

B …You didn’t understand my complexity.

A I think I / did.

B You never did understand how complex I could / be.

A I think I did. I think, there weren’t much to understand – I understood what was understandable.

B 

A What was coherent.

B You didn’t try to understand.

A I understood what was there to-sometimes – and this is with respect – sometimes you mistook – I felt you mistook, complexity, for… confusions.

B 

A 

A You were confusing – could be confusing.

B For you.

A (dry) Hmm no – you were, a bag of confusion.

  Bags a contradiction, inconsistent –

B if you weren’t able / to –

A confusing generally and sometimes-sometimes – you mistook ‘confusion’ for actual… crap (gestures) was a bit crap about you. Not complex. Shit crap. About you. Bags of it.

B …You weren’t able to support my / complex –

A Bit of a fuck up bit of a crap fuck / up.

B You didn’t have it in / you to –

A (A) bit self-indulgent.

B Patience wasn’t one of / your –

A Well, very self- / indulgent.

B compassion wasn’t something you ever –

A I was compassionate

B you were condescending

A I was more than compassionate

B and I / knew –

A you drained my compassion well dry

B knew you didn’t understand me

A I was desert-like you got me-you drained me to a desert-like / state.

B knowin you didn’t understand want to understand never did understand me was quite an underwhelming experience. Generally.

A I went from bein an oasis of understanding to an – and I understood your lack of complexity which pissed you off I was more than patient with you which pissed you off more and you knew I could read you better’n you knew yourself – and underwhelming?

B (dry) With all due respect and all that.

A ‘Underwhelming’?

B Or am I not bein straightforward enough for / you?

A After seein y’mouth never sayin what y’mind was thinkin for years –

B thass depth

A now you got the-the no iss not – thass not depth thass boring. Was your eyes sayin one thing and your mouth not havin the bottle to follow / through.

B Thass knowin you won’t get what I got to say you won’t have the patience compassion or complexity –

A you were / boring.

B so I didn’t bother sayin it.

A You were borin.

B Don’t bother sayin it.

A In all aspects.

B ‘All aspects’ – borin’?

A All aspects.

B Fuck off.

 Beat.

 …Straightforward is good.

A I’m sure it is. If you were that.

 …Do you miss me?

B 

A Do you even –

B you leapt and fuckin bounded…?

A Do you miss –.

B 

A 

A You miss me…?

 …Did you miss being… ‘Underwhelmed’?

  About me.

  At all.

  Then?

B …



Scene Two

  A is busy.

B I want you. Yeah.

  I want you to me. Want you with me want me us.

  I want you beyond what I can say

  beyond what I got words for

  beyond my vocabulary

  beyond any vocabulary

  beyond language

  beyond imagination,

  beyond what words can do beyond what my words can do. Beyond what words have been known to do, have yet to do, beyond what they will ever do.

  I wanted you beyond sentence in between syllables above vowels under consonants and after punctuation.

  A is busy.

  And.

  Getting up aint gettin up when you ent got up with me.

  A is busy.

  No. And

  gettin up is like I never got up once when I wake up and get up with you, or-or if you-you aint yet got up and still lying by my side –

A what?

B But.

A What?!

B Not gettin up and layin by you with you on you too hot next to you, too cold far from you, lookin at my favourite bit.
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