
        
            [image: Cover]
        

    

    

    




    [image: The cover of the recommended book]


e-Pedia: Kimbo Slice



Wikipedia contributors

9788026860310

2988

Buy now and read (Advertising)

This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Kevin Ferguson (February 8, 1974 – June 6, 2016), better known as Kimbo Slice, was a Bahamian-born American mixed martial artist, boxer, wrestler and occasional actor. He became noted for mutual combat street fights which were spread across the Internet, leading Rolling Stone to call him "The King of the Web Brawlers". This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 140 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.

Buy now and read (Advertising)




[image: The cover of the recommended book]


e-Pedia: Avengers: Age of Ultron



Wikipedia contributors

9788026859987

13249

Buy now and read (Advertising)

This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Avengers: Age of Ultron is a 2015 American superhero film based on the Marvel Comics superhero team the Avengers, produced by Marvel Studios and distributed by Walt Disney Studios Motion Pictures. It is the sequel to 2012's The Avengers and the eleventh film in the Marvel Cinematic Universe (MCU). The film was written and directed by Joss Whedon and features an ensemble cast that includes Robert Downey Jr., Chris Hemsworth, Mark Ruffalo, Chris Evans, Scarlett Johansson, Jeremy Renner, Don Cheadle, Aaron Taylor-Johnson, Elizabeth Olsen, Paul Bettany, Cobie Smulders, Anthony Mackie, Hayley Atwell, Idris Elba, Stellan Skarsgård, James Spader, and Samuel L. Jackson. In Avengers: Age of Ultron, the Avengers fight Ultron, an artificial intelligence obsessed with causing human extinction. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 645 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Conor Anthony McGregor (Irish: Conchúr Antóin Mac Gréagóir; born 14 July 1988) is an Irish professional mixed martial artist who is currently signed to the Ultimate Fighting Championship (UFC). He is the reigning UFC Lightweight Champion, and former UFC Featherweight Champion. During his career, McGregor has competed as a featherweight, lightweight, and welterweight. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 225 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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This carefully crafted ebook is formatted for your eReader with a functional and detailed table of contents. Money in the Bank (2016) was a professional wrestling pay-per-view (PPV) event and WWE Network event produced by WWE. It took place on June 19, 2016 at the T-Mobile Arena in the Las Vegas suburb of Paradise, Nevada. It was the seventh event under the Money in the Bank chronology. This book has been derived from Wikipedia: it contains the entire text of the title Wikipedia article + the entire text of all the 177 related (linked) Wikipedia articles to the title article. This book does not contain illustrations. e-Pedia (an imprint of e-artnow) charges for the convenience service of formatting these e-books for your eReader. We donate a part of our net income after taxes to the Wikimedia Foundation from the sales of all books based on Wikipedia content.
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UFC 200





UFC 200: Tate vs. Nunes was a mixed martial arts event held by the Ultimate Fighting Championship held on July 9, 2016, at the T-Mobile Arena on the Las Vegas Strip in Paradise, Nevada[image: External link].[4]

It was the final UFC event under Zuffa ownership, which began in January 2001. The company subsequently announced its sale to WME-IMG, an American talent agency with offices in Beverly Hills.[5]


[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Background




The event was the first that the organization has hosted at T-Mobile Arena, which opened in April 2016.[4] It took place during the UFC's annual International Fight Week and marked the second time the UFC hosted three events in consecutive days.
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 Main event changes: McGregor is pulled; Jones tests positive; Tate-Nunes headline




A welterweight rematch between The Ultimate Fighter 5 winner and former lightweight title challenger Nate Diaz and current UFC Featherweight Champion Conor McGregor was originally expected to headline the event.[6][7] The pairing previously met earlier in the year at UFC 196. McGregor was expected to challenge UFC Lightweight Champion Rafael dos Anjos, but dos Anjos pulled out due to a broken foot only 11 days before the event. Diaz eventually replaced him and the bout was shifted to the welterweight division.[8] Diaz won the fight via rear-naked choke in the second round.[9]

On April 19, after McGregor tweeted a supposed retirement, the UFC announced that he was pulled from the event and a replacement for him was being sought. UFC President Dana White clarified that McGregor's removal was related to his refusal to come to a press conference that week, because "he was in Iceland training and didn't want to ruin his preparation for the fight".[10] McGregor released a statement two days later, claiming he was not retired and that he requested the UFC to allow him to focus more on the fight preparation this time, as he felt he lost his focus during the media obligations for the previous fight. He then stated that he was ready for the event and would come for a scheduled New York press conference, but if that's not enough, he "doesn't know what to say".[11] A report later claimed that the UFC decided to cancel the fight indeed, in what was rumored to be a $10 million paycheck for McGregor.[12]

On April 27, the UFC officially announced the new headliner as a UFC Light Heavyweight Championship unification rematch between current champion Daniel Cormier and former champion Jon Jones, who is also the current interim champion.[13] The pairing met previously at UFC 182 in January 2015 with Jones defending his title via unanimous decision.[14] Subsequent to that victory, Jones was stripped of the title and suspended indefinitely from the UFC in connection with a hit-and-run incident[image: External link] that he was involved in.[15] Cormier replaced him and went on to defeat Anthony Johnson at UFC 187 to win the vacant title.[16] Their rematch was originally expected to take place at UFC 197, but Cormier pulled out three weeks before the event due to injury and was replaced by Ovince Saint Preux, in what became an interim title bout.[17] Jones went on to defeat Saint Preux by unanimous decision and won the interim title.[18]

The event suffered another major hit only three days before it happened, as it was announced that Jones was pulled out by USADA[image: External link] due to a potential Anti-Doping Policy violation stemming from an out-of-competition sample collection on June 16. Cormier declared he would still fight if an opponent brought to him "made sense". Additional information on Jones' situation will be provided as the process moves forward.[19] A day later Jones apologized for the incident, but denied knowingly taking any illegal substance. He and his manager also declined to specify the substance that resulted in the failed test.[20] His "B" sample also came positive for the same substances and Jones' faces a potential two-year suspension.[21]

During the UFC Fight Night: dos Anjos vs. Alvarez broadcast, it was announced that former UFC Middleweight Champion Anderson Silva would replace Jones on less than two days notice and face Cormier in a three-round non-title light heavyweight bout.[22]

Due to those major changes, the already scheduled UFC Women's Bantamweight Championship bout between then champion Miesha Tate and top contender Amanda Nunes was revealed as the new main event.[22][23]
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 Main card: a former champion returns; an interim champion is crowned




On June 4, a few hours before the UFC 199 event, MMAFighting.com reporter Ariel Helwani broke the news that former UFC Heavyweight Champion Brock Lesnar was close to finalizing deal to return at this event, despite being active in the WWE. The UFC confirmed the report, via a teaser video clip on the UFC 199 main card broadcast.[24] However, Helwani's news scoop earned him a prompt physical ejection from the event venue and a lifetime ban from covering future UFC live events.[25] The organization faced a major backlash from the media community as well as fans,[26] before reinstating Helwani's media credentials. They also stated that it was their belief "recurring tactics used" by Helwani "extended beyond the purpose of journalism", a statement that MMAFighting.com disagreed with.[27]

Lesnar faced the 2001 K-1 World Grand Prix winner and former interim title contender Mark Hunt.[28] Due to Jones' removal from the card, this bout was briefly promoted as the new main event. However, after the Tate-Nunes bout was announced as the new headliner, Lesnar-Hunt was once again confirmed as the co-main event.[22] Lesnar also headlined UFC 100 and with Jones' absence, he and Jim Miller remained as the only two fighters to compete at both milestone events.

Due to McGregor's experiments outside of his division, an interim UFC Featherweight Championship bout between former champion José Aldo[image: External link] and former lightweight champion Frankie Edgar took place at this event.[7] It was a rematch, as Aldo previously defended his title against Edgar at UFC 156 in 2013 via unanimous decision.[29]

The main card opened with a heavyweight bout between former two-time champion Cain Velasquez and Travis Browne.[30]
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 Stacked under-card




The featured bout of the preliminary card was a women's bantamweight contest between former title challenger Cat Zingano and The Ultimate Fighter: Team Rousey vs. Team Tate winner Julianna Peña.[31] A few other bouts were also part of the Fox Sports 1 televised prelims:


	a welterweight bout between former UFC Welterweight Champion Johny Hendricks[image: External link] and The Ultimate Fighter: Team Jones vs. Team Sonnen winner Kelvin Gastelum.[32]


	a bantamweight rematch between former UFC Bantamweight Champion T.J. Dillashaw and Raphael Assunção.[33] The pairing first met at UFC Fight Night: Maia vs. Shields in October 2013, when Assunção won a close bout via split decision.[34]


	Opening that portion of the event in the lightweight division was a bout between Sage Northcutt and Enrique Marín[image: External link].[35]




A lightweight bout between Joe Lauzon and The Ultimate Fighter 1 winner and former lightweight title challenger Diego Sanchez was originally booked for UFC 180. However, the bout was cancelled due to both fighters being injured.[36] The fight was later rescheduled for this event and headlined the UFC Fight Pass preliminary card.[37]

A middleweight bout between former Strikeforce Light Heavyweight Champion[image: External link] Gegard Mousasi and Derek Brunson was expected to take place at the event, but on June 19 it was announced that Brunson pulled out due to injury and was replaced by Thiago Santos.[38][39]

Former PRIDE Lightweight Champion[image: External link] Takanori Gomi and Jim Miller were chosen to open the event in a lightweight bout.[7]
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 Weigh-ins




At the weigh-ins, Hendricks missed weight by a quarter of a pound, weighing in at 171.25 lbs. He was not given a second attempt to make the weight because the recently introduced early weigh-in procedures set a 10:00 a.m. cut off time and Hendricks weighed in at the last possible moment. As a result, he was fined 20% of his fight purse, which went to Gastelum.[40]
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 Results






	Main Card



	Weight class
	
	
	
	Method
	Round
	Time
	Notes



	Women's Bantamweight
	Amanda Nunes
	def.
	Miesha Tate (c)
	Submission (rear-naked choke)
	1
	3:16
	[a]



	Heavyweight
	Brock Lesnar
	vs.
	Mark Hunt
	No Contest (overturned)
	3
	5:00
	[b]



	Light Heavyweight
	Daniel Cormier
	def.
	Anderson Silva
	Decision (unanimous) (30-26, 30-26, 30-26)
	3
	5:00
	



	Featherweight
	José Aldo[image: External link]
	def.
	Frankie Edgar
	Decision (unanimous) (49-46, 49-46, 48-47)
	5
	5:00
	[c]



	Heavyweight
	Cain Velasquez
	def.
	Travis Browne
	TKO (punches)
	1
	4:57
	



	Preliminary Card (Fox Sports 1)



	Women's Bantamweight
	Julianna Peña
	def.
	Cat Zingano
	Decision (unanimous) (29-28, 29-28, 29-28)
	3
	5:00
	



	Catchweight (171.25 lbs)
	Kelvin Gastelum
	def.
	Johny Hendricks[image: External link]
	Decision (unanimous) (29-28, 30-27, 30-27)
	3
	5:00
	



	Bantamweight
	T.J. Dillashaw
	def.
	Raphael Assunção
	Decision (unanimous) (30-27, 30-27, 30-27)
	3
	5:00
	



	Lightweight
	Sage Northcutt
	def.
	Enrique Marín[image: External link]
	Decision (unanimous) (29-28, 29-28, 29-28)
	3
	5:00
	



	Preliminary Card (UFC Fight Pass)



	Lightweight
	Joe Lauzon
	def.
	Diego Sanchez
	TKO (punches)
	1
	1:26
	



	Middleweight
	Gegard Mousasi
	def.
	Thiago Santos
	TKO (punches)
	1
	4:32
	



	Lightweight
	Jim Miller
	def.
	Takanori Gomi
	TKO (punches)
	1
	2:18
	






	
^ For the UFC Women's Bantamweight Championship.


	
^ Originally ruled a unanimous decision (29–27, 29–27, 29–27) victory for Lesnar, the result was changed to "No Contest" after Lesnar tested positive for a banned substance during a post fight screening.[41]


	
^ For the interim UFC Featherweight Championship.






[42]
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 Bonus awards




The following fighters were awarded $50,000 bonuses:[43]


	
Fight of the Night: Not awarded

	
Performance of the Night: Amanda Nunes, Cain Velasquez, Joe Lauzon and Gegard Mousasi
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 Reported payout




The following is the reported payout to the fighters as reported to the Nevada State Athletic Commission. It does not include sponsor money and also does not include the UFC's traditional "fight night" bonuses.[44]


	
Amanda Nunes: $100,000 (no win bonus) def. Miesha Tate: $500,000

	Brock Lesnar: $2,500,000 (no win bonus) vs. Mark Hunt: $700,000

	
Daniel Cormier: $500,000 (no win bonus) def. Anderson Silva: $600,000

	
José Aldo: $500,000 (includes $100,000 win bonus) def. Frankie Edgar: $190,000

	
Cain Velasquez: $300,000 (no win bonus) def. Travis Browne: $120,000

	
Julianna Peña: $64,000 (includes $32,000 win bonus) def. Cat Zingano: $35,000

	
Kelvin Gastelum: $86,000 (includes $33,000 win bonus) def. Johny Hendricks: $80,000 ^

	
T.J. Dillashaw: $50,000 (includes $25,000 win bonus) def. Raphael Assunção: $42,000

	
Sage Northcutt: $100,000 (includes $50,000 win bonus) def. Enrique Marín: $13,000

	
Joe Lauzon: $108,000 (includes $54,000 win bonus) def. Diego Sanchez: $80,000

	
Gegard Mousasi: $110,000 (includes $35,000 win bonus) def. Thiago Santos: $28,000

	
Jim Miller: $118,000 (includes $59,000 win bonus) def. Takanori Gomi: $55,000



^ Johny Hendricks was fined 20 percent of his purse ($20,000) for failing to make the required weight for his fight with Kelvin Gastelum. That money was issued to Gastelum, an NSAC official confirmed.
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 Records set




The event had a $10,700,000 gate, which broke the record for a mixed martial arts event in the United States. The final attendance was 18,202, a record for Nevada[image: External link], which had hosted 104 prior UFC events.[1] The total disclosed payout for the event reached nearly $7 million at $6,979,000, believed to be the highest combined disclosed payday in UFC history.[44] Lesnar's fight purse was also the highest, breaking Conor McGregor's record from UFC 196 by $1.5 million.[45]
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 Aftermath




On July 15, it was announced that USADA[image: External link] informed Lesnar of a potential Anti-Doping Policy violation stemming from an out-of-competition sample collection on June 28 from the WADA-accredited UCLA Olympic Analytical Laboratory on the evening of July 14.[46] Four days later, USADA announced another failed test: this time in-competition. It was the same substance, which was not disclosed.[47] On July 23, reports came that Lesnar tested positive for hydroxy-clomiphene, which was revealed days earlier as one of the substances responsible for Jones' test failure.[48] Lesnar was eventually suspended by the NSAC on December 15 for a period of one year, retroactive to the date of the event and his win was overturned to a no contest. He was also fined 10% of his purse.[41] In early January 2017, USADA also suspended Lesnar for the same period, but this time retroactive to the moment he was provisionally suspended.[49]

On July 18, the NSAC confirmed the substances for which Jones tested positive: hydroxy-clomiphene, an anti-estrogenic agent and letrozole metabolite, an aromatase inhibitor. A temporary suspension placed on Jones' Nevada fight license was subsequently extended by a unanimous vote, while a formal hearing was expected for September or October.[50] On November 7, USADA announced that Jones was suspended for a period of one year retroactive to the July 6 date on which he was provisionally suspended.[51] Two days later, the UFC announced that Jones was stripped of the interim title.[52] The NSAC also suspended Jones for the same period as USADA.[53]
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Ultimate Fighting Championship





The Ultimate Fighting Championship (UFC) is an American mixed martial arts promotion company[image: External link], a subsidiary of the parent company William Morris Endeavor, based in Las Vegas, Nevada. It is the largest MMA promoter in the world and features most of the top-ranked fighters in the sport.[3] Based in the United States, the UFC produces events worldwide[4] that showcase ten weight divisions[image: External link] and abide by the Unified Rules of Mixed Martial Arts[image: External link].[5] The UFC has held over 300 events to date. Dana White serves as the president of the UFC.

The first Ultimate Fighting Championship event was held on November 12, 1993 at the McNichols Sports Arena in Denver, Colorado[image: External link].[6] The purpose of the early Ultimate Fighting Championship competitions was to identify the most effective martial art[image: External link] in a fight, with minimal rules, between competitors of different fighting disciplines, including boxing[image: External link], Brazilian jiu-jitsu[image: External link], Sambo[image: External link], wrestling[image: External link], Muay Thai[image: External link], karate[image: External link], judo[image: External link], and other styles. In subsequent competitions, fighters began adopting effective techniques from more than one discipline, which indirectly helped create an entirely separate style of fighting known as present-day mixed martial arts.[7] In 2016, it was sold to William Morris Endeavor (WME-IMG) for $4 billion.[8]

With a TV deal and expansion into Europe, Australia,[9] the Middle East,[10] Asia,[11] and new markets within the United States, the UFC as of 2017 has gained in popularity, along with greater mainstream media[image: External link] coverage. As of 2017, viewers can access live UFC fights and fight replays on their subscription network UFC Fight Pass at a cost of $7.99–$9.99 USD per month via devices like Apple TV, iPhone, Android, Xbox, Roku, and Google Chromecast[12] as well as on pay-per-view[image: External link] in the U.S., Brazil, Australia, Canada, New Zealand, and Italy. On network TV, UFC content is available on Fox, Fox Sports 1, and Fox Sports 2[13] in the U.S., on ESPN[image: External link] in the Caribbean, on BT Sport[image: External link] in the United Kingdom and Ireland, as well as in 150 countries and 22 different languages worldwide.

MMA journalists[image: External link] and fans have criticized the UFC for putting on too many shows and thus diluting the quality of their product.[14][15][16][17][18][19][20][21]
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 History
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 Early competition: early 1990s




Art Davie[image: External link] proposed to John Milius[image: External link] and Rorion Gracie[image: External link] an eight-man single-elimination tournament called "War of the Worlds". The tournament was inspired by the Gracies in Action video-series produced by the Gracie family[image: External link] of Brazil which featured Gracie Jiu-Jitsu[image: External link] students defeating martial-arts masters of various disciplines such as karate[image: External link], kung fu[image: External link], and kickboxing[image: External link]. The tournament would also feature martial artists from different disciplines facing each other in no-holds-barred combat to determine the best martial art and would aim to replicate the excitement of the matches Davie saw on the videos.[22] Milius, a noted film director and screenwriter, as well as a Gracie student, agreed to act as the event's creative director. Davie drafted the business plan and twenty-eight investors contributed the initial capital to start WOW Promotions with the intent to develop the tournament into a television franchise.[23]

In 1993, WOW Promotions sought a television[image: External link] partner and approached pay-per-view[image: External link] producers TVKO ( HBO[image: External link]), SET ( Showtime[image: External link]), and Campbell McLaren[image: External link] at the Semaphore Entertainment Group (SEG). Both TVKO and SET declined, but SEG – a pioneer in pay-per-view television which had produced such offbeat events as a gender versus gender tennis match between Jimmy Connors[image: External link] and Martina Navratilova[image: External link] – became WOW's partner in May 1993.[24] SEG contacted video and film art director Jason Cusson to design the trademarked "Octagon", a signature piece for the event. Cusson remained the Production Designer through UFC 27.[22] SEG devised the name for the show as The Ultimate Fighting Championship.[25]

WOW Promotions and SEG produced the first event, later called UFC 1, at McNichols Sports Arena[image: External link] in Denver[image: External link], Colorado[image: External link] on November 12, 1993. Art Davie functioned as the show's booker and matchmaker.[26] The show proposed to find an answer for sports fans' questions such as: "Can a wrestler beat a boxer?"[27] As with most martial arts at the time, fighters typically had skills in just one discipline and had little experience against opponents with different skills.[28] Sc Aaronlad2k15 The television broadcast featured kickboxers[image: External link] Patrick Smith[image: External link] and Kevin Rosier, savate[image: External link] fighter Gerard Gordeau[image: External link], karate[image: External link] expert Zane Frazier[image: External link], shootfighter[image: External link] Ken Shamrock[image: External link], sumo wrestler[image: External link] Teila Tuli[image: External link], boxer[image: External link] Art Jimmerson[image: External link], and 175 lb (79 kg) Brazilian jiu-jitsu black belt[image: External link] Royce Gracie[image: External link]—younger brother of UFC co-founder Rorion, whom Rorion handpicked to represent his family in the competition. Royce Gracie's submission skills proved the most effective in the inaugural tournament, earning him the first ever UFC tournament championship[29] after submitting[image: External link] Jimmerson, Shamrock, and Gordeau in succession. The show proved extremely successful with 86,592 television subscribers on pay-per-view.

It's disputed whether the promoters intended for the event to become a precursor to a series of future events. "That show was only supposed to be a one-off", eventual UFC president Dana White said. "It did so well on pay-per-view they decided to do another, and another. Never in a million years did these guys think they were creating a sport."[30] Art Davie[image: External link], in his 2014 book Is This Legal?[image: External link], an account of the creation of the first UFC event, disputes the perception that the UFC was seen by WOW Promotions and SEG as a one-off, since SEG offered a five-year joint development deal to WOW. He says, "Clearly, both Campbell and Meyrowitz shared my unwavering belief that War of the Worlds[note 1] would be a continuing series of fighting tournaments—a franchise, rather than a one-night stand."[31] With no weight classes, fighters often faced significantly larger or taller opponents. Keith "The Giant Killer" Hackney[image: External link] faced Emmanuel Yarbrough[image: External link] at UFC 3 with a 9 in (23 cm) height and 400 pounds (180 kg) weight disadvantage.[32] Many martial artists believed that technique could overcome these size disadvantages, and that a skilled fighter could use an opponent's size and strength against him. With the 175 lb (79 kg) Royce Gracie winning three of the first four events, the UFC quickly proved that size does not always determine the outcome of the fight.

During this early part of the organization, the UFC would showcase a bevy of different styles and fighters. Aside from the aforementioned Royce Gracie[image: External link], Ken Shamrock[image: External link], and Patrick Smith[image: External link], the competitions also featured competitors such as Hall of Famer[image: External link] Dan Severn[image: External link], Marco Ruas[image: External link], Gary Goodridge[image: External link], Don Frye[image: External link], Kimo Leopoldo[image: External link], Oleg Taktarov[image: External link], and Tank Abbott[image: External link]. Although the first events were dominated by jiu-jitsu[image: External link], other fighting styles became successful: first wrestling[image: External link], then ground and pound[image: External link], kickboxing[image: External link], boxing[image: External link], and dirty boxing[image: External link], which eventually melded into modern mixed martial arts.

In April 1995, following UFC 5 in Charlotte, North Carolina[image: External link], Davie and Gracie sold their interest in the franchise to SEG and disbanded WOW Promotions. Davie continued with SEG as the show's booker and matchmaker, as well as the commissioner of Ultimate Fighting, until December 1997.
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 Emergence of stricter rules




Although UFC used the tagline "There are no rules!" in the early 1990s, the UFC did in fact operate with limited rules. It banned biting and eye-gouging, and frowned on (but allowed) techniques such as hair pulling, headbutting[image: External link], groin strikes[image: External link], and fish-hooking[image: External link].

In fact, in a UFC 4 qualifying match, competitors Jason Fairn and Guy Mezger[image: External link] agreed not to pull hair—as they both wore pony tails tied back for the match. Additionally, that same event saw a matchup between Keith Hackney[image: External link] and Joe Son[image: External link] in which Hackney unleashed a series of groin shots against Son while on the ground.

The UFC had a reputation, especially in the early days, as an extremely violent event, as evidenced by a disclaimer in the beginning of the UFC 5 broadcast which warned audiences of the violent nature of the sport.

UFC 5 also introduced the first singles match, a rematch from the inaugural UFC featuring three-time champion Royce Gracie and Ken Shamrock, called "The Superfight". This proved an important development, because singles matches would feature fighters who suffered no prior damage from a previous fight in the same event, unlike tournament matches. Singles matches would become a staple in the UFC for years to come.

"The Superfight" began as a non-tournament match that would determine the first reigning UFC Champion for tournament winners to face;[33] it later evolved into a match that could feature either title matches or non-title matches. The "Superfight" would eventually completely phase out tournament matches; by UFC Brazil, the UFC abandoned the tournament format for an entire card of singles matches (aside from a one-time UFC Japan tournament featuring Japanese fighters). UFC 6 was the first event to feature the crowning of the first non-tournament UFC Champion, Ken Shamrock[image: External link].
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 Controversy and reform: late 1990s




The violent nature of the burgeoning sport quickly drew the attention of the U.S. authorities.[34]

Senator John McCain[image: External link] ( R[image: External link]- AZ[image: External link]) saw a tape of the first UFC events and immediately found it abhorrent. McCain himself led a campaign to ban UFC, calling it "human cockfighting", and sending letters to the governors of all fifty US states asking them to ban the event.[35]

Thirty-six states enacted laws that banned "no-hold-barred" fighting, including New York, which enacted the ban on the eve of UFC 12, forcing a relocation of the event to Dothan, Alabama[image: External link].[36] The UFC continued to air on DirecTV[image: External link] PPV, though its audience remained minuscule compared to the larger cable pay-per-view platforms of the era.

In response to the criticism, the UFC increased cooperation with state athletic commissions and redesigned its rules to remove the less palatable elements of fights while retaining the core elements of striking[image: External link] and grappling[image: External link]. UFC 12 saw the introduction of weight classes and the banning of fish-hooking[image: External link]. For UFC 14, gloves became mandatory, while kicks to the head of a downed opponent were banned. UFC 15 saw limitations on hair pulling, and the banning of strikes to the back of the neck and head, headbutting, small-joint manipulations, and groin strikes. With five-minute rounds introduced at UFC 21, the UFC gradually re-branded itself as a sport rather than a spectacle.[37]

Led by UFC commissioner Jeff Blatnick[image: External link] and referee John McCarthy[image: External link], the UFC continued to work with state athletic commissions.[38] Blatnick, McCarthy, and matchmaker Joe Silva created a manual of policies, procedures, codes of conduct, and rules to help in getting the UFC sanctioned by the athletic commissions, many of which exist to this day.[38] Blatnick and McCarthy traveled around the country, educating regulators and changing perceptions about a sport that was thought to be bloodthirsty and inhumane.[38] By April 2000, their movement had clearly made an impact.[38] California was set to become the first state in the U.S. to sign off on a set of codified rules that governed MMA.[38] Soon after, New Jersey adopted the language.[38]

As the UFC continued to work with the athletic commissions, events took place in smaller U.S. markets, and venues, such as the Lake Charles Civic Center[image: External link]. The markets included places more in the South, such as Iowa[image: External link], Mississippi[image: External link], Louisiana[image: External link], Wyoming[image: External link], and Alabama[image: External link]. SEG could not secure home-video releases for UFC 23 through UFC 29. With other mixed martial arts promotions working towards U.S. sanctioning, the International Fighting Championships (IFC) secured the first U.S. sanctioned mixed-martial-arts event, which occurred in New Jersey[image: External link] on September 30, 2000. Just two months later, the UFC held its first sanctioned event, UFC 28, under the New Jersey State Athletic Control Board[image: External link]'s "Unified Rules".[39]

As the UFC's rules started to evolve, so too did its field of competitors. Notable UFC fighters to emerge in this era include Hall of Famers Mark Coleman[image: External link], Randy Couture[image: External link], Pat Miletich[image: External link], Chuck Liddell[image: External link], Matt Hughes[image: External link], and Tito Ortiz[image: External link], as well as notables Vitor Belfort[image: External link], Mark Kerr[image: External link], Pedro Rizzo[image: External link], Murilo Bustamante[image: External link], Frank Shamrock[image: External link], Mikey Burnett[image: External link], Jeremy Horn[image: External link], Pete Williams[image: External link], Jens Pulver[image: External link], Evan Tanner[image: External link], Andrei Arlovski[image: External link], and Wanderlei Silva[image: External link], among others.
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 The Zuffa era: early 2000s




After the long battle to secure sanctioning, SEG stood on the brink of bankruptcy when Station Casinos[image: External link] executives Frank and Lorenzo Fertitta[image: External link] and their business partner Dana White approached them in 2000, with an offer to purchase the UFC. A month later, in January 2001, the Fertittas bought the UFC for $2 million and created Zuffa, LLC as the parent entity controlling the UFC.

"I had my attorneys tell me that I was crazy because I wasn't buying anything. I was paying $2 million and they were saying 'What are you getting?'" Lorenzo Fertitta[image: External link] revealed to Fighter's Only magazine, recalling the lack of assets he acquired in the purchase. "And I said 'What you don't understand is I'm getting the most valuable thing that I could possibly have, which is those three letters: UFC. That is what's going to make this thing work. Everybody knows that brand, whether they like it or they don't like it, they react to it.'"[40]

With ties to the Nevada State Athletic Commission (Lorenzo Fertitta[image: External link] was a former member of the NSAC), Zuffa secured sanctioning in Nevada in 2001. Shortly thereafter, the UFC returned to pay-per-view cable television with UFC 33 featuring three championship bouts.
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 Struggle for survival and turnaround




The UFC slowly, but steadily, rose in popularity after the Zuffa purchase, due partly to greater advertising,[41] corporate sponsorship, the return to cable pay-per-view and subsequent home video and DVD releases.

With larger live gates at casino venues like the Trump Taj Mahal[image: External link] and the MGM Grand Garden Arena[image: External link], the UFC secured its first television deal with Fox Sports Net[image: External link]. The Best Damn Sports Show Period[image: External link] aired the first mixed martial arts match on American cable television in June 2002, as well as the main event showcasing Chuck Liddell[image: External link] vs. Vitor Belfort[image: External link] at UFC 37.5.[42] Later, FSN would air highlight shows from the UFC, featuring one-hour blocks of the UFC's greatest bouts.

UFC 40 proved to be the most critical event to date in the Zuffa era. The event was a near sellout of 13,022 at the MGM Grand Arena[image: External link] and sold 150,000 pay per view buys, a rate roughly double that of the previous Zuffa events. The event featured a card[image: External link] headlined by a highly anticipated championship grudge match between then-current UFC Light Heavyweight Champion[image: External link] Tito Ortiz[image: External link] and former UFC Superfight Champion Ken Shamrock[image: External link], who had previously left to professional wrestling[image: External link] in the WWE before returning to MMA. It was the first time the UFC hit such a high mark since being forced "underground" in 1997.[43] UFC 40 also garnered mainstream attention from massive media outlets such as ESPN[image: External link] and USA Today[image: External link], something that was unfathomable for mixed martial arts at that point in time.[44] Many have suggested that the success of UFC 40 and the anticipation for Ortiz vs. Shamrock saved the UFC from bankruptcy; the buyrates of the previous Zuffa shows averaged a mere 45,000 buys per event and the company was suffering deep monetary losses.[44] The success of UFC 40 provided a glimmer of hope for the UFC and kept alive the hope that mixed martial arts could become big.[45] Beyond the rivalry itself, the success of UFC 40 was due in part to the marketing and outreach power of crossover athletes - from Pro Wresting to MMA and MMA to Pro Wresting - a practice with roots in Japan's Pride Fighting Championships.[46] Long time UFC referee "Big" John McCarthy[image: External link] said that he felt UFC 40 was the turning point in whether or not the sport of MMA would survive in America.



	“
	"When that show (UFC 40) happened, I honestly felt like it was going to make it. Throughout the years, things were happening, and everything always looked bleak. It always looked like, this is it, this is going to be the last time. This is going to be the last year. But, when I was standing in the Octagon at UFC 40, I remember standing there before the Ortiz/Shamrock fight and looking around. The energy of that fight, it was phenomenal, and it was the first time I honestly said, it's going to make it." –"Big" John McCarthy[image: External link][47]

	”




Despite the success of UFC 40, the UFC was still experiencing financial deficits. By 2004, Zuffa had $34 million of losses since they purchased the UFC.[48] Fighters who came into prominence after Zuffa's takeover include Anderson Silva, Georges St-Pierre[image: External link], Rich Franklin[image: External link], B.J. Penn[image: External link], Sean Sherk[image: External link], Matt Serra[image: External link], Ricco Rodriguez[image: External link], Robbie Lawler[image: External link], Frank Mir[image: External link], Karo Parisyan[image: External link], and Nick Diaz[image: External link].
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 The Ultimate Fighter and rise in popularity




Faced with the prospect of folding, the UFC stepped outside the bounds of pay-per-view and made a foray into television. After being featured in a reality television series, American Casino[image: External link],[49] and seeing how well the series worked as a promotion vehicle, the Fertitta brothers developed the idea of the UFC having its own reality series.

Their idea, The Ultimate Fighter (TUF)–a reality television show featuring up-and-coming MMA fighters in competition for a six-figure UFC contract, with fighters eliminated from competition via exhibition mixed martial arts matches–was pitched to several networks, each one rejecting the idea outright. Not until they approached Spike TV[image: External link], with an offer to pay the $10 million production costs themselves, did they find an outlet.[48]

In January 2005, Spike TV[image: External link] launched TUF in the timeslot following WWE Raw[image: External link]. The show became an instant success, culminating with a notable season finale brawl featuring finalists Forrest Griffin[image: External link] and Stephan Bonnar[image: External link] going toe-to-toe for the right to earn the six-figure contract, an event that Dana White credits for saving the UFC.[50]

On the heels of the Griffin/Bonnar finale, a second season of The Ultimate Fighter launched in August 2005, and two more seasons appeared in 2006. Spike and the UFC continued to create and air new seasons until the show moved to FX[image: External link] in 2012.[51][52]

Following the success of The Ultimate Fighter, Spike also picked up UFC Unleashed[image: External link], an hour-long weekly show featuring select fights from previous events. Spike also signed on to broadcast live UFC Fight Night, a series of fight events debuting in August 2005, and Countdown specials to promote upcoming UFC pay-per-view cards.

After a very successful run on Spike and with the upcoming announcement of the UFC's new relationship with Fox[image: External link], Spike officials made a statement regarding the end of their partnership with the UFC, "The Ultimate Fighter season 14 in September will be our last... Our 6-year partnership with the UFC has been incredibly beneficial in building both our brands, and we wish them all the best in the future."[53]

With the announcement of UFC's partnership with Fox in August 2011, The Ultimate Fighter, which entered its 14th season in that September, moved to the FX[image: External link] network to air on Friday nights starting with season 15 in the Spring of 2012. Along with the network change, episodes are now edited and broadcast within a week of recording instead of a several-month delay, and elimination fights are aired live.[54]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Surging popularity and growth: mid–2000s




With increased visibility, the UFC's pay-per-view buy numbers exploded. UFC 52, the first event after the first season of The Ultimate Fighter featuring eventual-UFC Hall of Famer Chuck "The Iceman" Liddell[image: External link] avenging his defeat to fellow eventual-Hall of Famer Randy Couture[image: External link], drew a pay-per-view audience of 300,000,[55] doubling its previous benchmark of 150,000 set at UFC 40. Following the second season of The Ultimate Fighter, the UFC's much-hyped match between Liddell and Couture drew an estimated 410,000 pay-per-view buys at UFC 57.

For the rest of 2006, pay-per-view buy rates continued to skyrocket, with 620,000 buys for UFC 60: Hughes vs. Gracie—featuring Royce Gracie[image: External link]'s first UFC fight in 11 years—and 775,000 buys for UFC 61 featuring the highly anticipated rematch between Ken Shamrock[image: External link] and Tito Ortiz[image: External link], the coaches of The Ultimate Fighter 3.[56] The organization hit a milestone with UFC 66, pitting Ortiz in a rematch against Liddell with over 1 million buys.[57]

The surge in popularity prompted the UFC to beef up its executive team. In March 2006, the UFC announced that it had hired Marc Ratner[image: External link], former Executive Director of the Nevada Athletic Commission,[58] as Vice President of Regulatory Affairs. Ratner, once an ally of Senator McCain's[image: External link] campaign against no holds barred fighting, became a catalyst for the emergence of sanctioned mixed martial arts in the United States. Ratner continues to lobby numerous athletic commissions[59] to help raise the UFC's media profile in an attempt to legalize mixed martial arts in jurisdictions inside and outside the United States that have yet to sanction the sport.

In December 2006, Zuffa acquired the northern California-based promotion World Extreme Cagefighting (WEC)[image: External link] in order to stop the International Fight League (IFL)[image: External link] from making a deal with Versus (now NBC Sports Network[image: External link]). At the time, the UFC had an exclusive deal with Spike, so the purchase of the WEC allowed Zuffa to block the IFL from Versus without violating their contract.[60] The WEC showcased lighter weight classes in MMA, whereas the UFC featured heavier weight classes.[61] Notable WEC fighters included Urijah Faber[image: External link], Jamie Varner[image: External link], Carlos Condit[image: External link], Benson Henderson[image: External link], Donald Cerrone[image: External link], Anthony Pettis[image: External link], Eddie Wineland[image: External link], Miguel Angel Torres[image: External link], Mike Thomas Brown[image: External link], Leonard Garcia[image: External link], Brian Bowles[image: External link], Dominick Cruz[image: External link], and José Aldo[image: External link].

In December 2006, Zuffa also acquired their cross-town, Las Vegas rival World Fighting Alliance (WFA)[image: External link]. In acquiring the WFA, they acquired the contracts of notable fighters including Quinton Jackson[image: External link], Lyoto Machida[image: External link], and Martin Kampmann[image: External link].

The sport's popularity was also noticed by the sports betting community as BodogLife.com, an online gambling site, stated in July 2007 that in 2007 UFC would surpass boxing[image: External link] for the first time in terms of betting revenues.[62] In fact, the UFC had already broken the pay-per-view industry's all-time records for a single year of business, generating over $222,766,000 in revenue in 2006, surpassing both WWE and boxing.[63]

The UFC continued its rapid rise from near obscurity with Roger Huerta[image: External link] gracing the cover of Sports Illustrated[image: External link] and Chuck Liddell on the front of ESPN The Magazine[image: External link] in May 2007.[64]
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 Pride acquisition and integration




On March 27, 2007, the UFC and their Japan-based rival the Pride Fighting Championships[image: External link] announced an agreement in which the majority owners of the UFC, Frank[image: External link] and Lorenzo Fertitta[image: External link], would purchase the Pride brand.[65][66]

Initial intentions were for both organizations to be run separately but aligned together with plans to co-promote cards featuring the champions and top contenders from both organizations. However, after purchasing Pride, Dana White felt that the Pride model was not sustainable[67] and the organization would likely fold with many former Pride fighters such as Antônio Rodrigo "Minotauro" Nogueira[image: External link], Maurício "Shogun" Rua[image: External link], Dan Henderson[image: External link], Mirko "Cro Cop" Filipović[image: External link], Wanderlei Silva[image: External link], and others already being realigned under the UFC brand.[68] On October 4, 2007, Pride Worldwide closed its Japanese office, laying off 20 people who were working there since the closing of its parent company Dream Stage Entertainment[image: External link] (DSE).[69]

On June 18, 2008, Lorenzo Fertitta accommodated the UFC's growth by announcing his resignation from Station Casinos[image: External link] in order to devote his energies to the international business development[image: External link] of Zuffa, particularly the UFC. The move proved to be pivotal, as Fertitta helped strike TV deals in China, France, Mexico, and Germany as well as open alternative revenue streams with a new UFC video game and UFC action figures, among other projects.[70]

Fighters exposed to the UFC audience—or who became prominent—in the post-Pride era include Anderson Silva, Jon Fitch[image: External link], Lyoto Machida[image: External link], Cain Velasquez, and Jon Jones, among others.
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 UFC 100 and continued popularity: late 2000s – mid-2010s




Popularity took another major surge in 2009 with UFC 100 and the 10 events preceding it including UFC 90, 91, 92, 94, and 98. UFC 100 was a massive success garnering 1.7 million buys[71] under the drawing power of former NCAA[image: External link] wrestling[image: External link] champion and current WWE superstar Brock Lesnar and his rematch with former UFC Heavyweight Champion Frank Mir[image: External link], Canadian superstar Georges St-Pierre[image: External link] going head-to-head with Brazilian knockout[72] artist Thiago Alves[image: External link], and Pride legend Dan Henderson opposing British middleweight Michael Bisping[image: External link]; rival coaches on The Ultimate Fighter: United States vs. United Kingdom.

UFC 100 was unique in that it drew significant interest from ESPN[image: External link], which provided extensive coverage of the event in the days preceding and following it.[73] In fact, ESPN would eventually devote additional coverage of the UFC and other MMA news with the television debut of MMA Live[image: External link] on ESPN2 in May 2010.[74]

The buzz from UFC 100 was hampered significantly in the second half of 2009 after a rash of injuries and other health-related issues[75][76]—including Brock Lesnar's life-threatening bout with diverticulitis[image: External link][77]—forcing the organization to continuously scramble and reshuffle its lineup for several events.

However, the momentum gradually began to pick up in the first quarter of 2010 after victories from defending champions Georges St-Pierre and Anderson Silva, as well as Lyoto Machida's first career defeat to "Shogun" Rua for the UFC Light Heavyweight title. These fights segued into a very popular clash between former UFC Champions and rivals Rashad Evans[image: External link] and Quinton Jackson[image: External link]—rival coaches on The Ultimate Fighter 10: Heavyweights—at UFC 114, featuring the UFC's first main event headlined by African-American fighters.[78] The event scored over 1 million pay per view buys[79] as Evans secured a unanimous decision victory.

This momentum carried into the summer of 2010 at UFC 116, which featured the return of Brock Lesnar defending his UFC Heavyweight title against the undefeated interim-champion Shane Carwin[image: External link] before 1.25 million PPV viewers.[80] Lesnar survived an early barrage of Carwin's punches in a contest that was nearly stopped by referee Josh Rosenthal.[81] However, Lesnar recovered in the second round to submit Carwin via arm triangle choke[image: External link] to retain the undisputed UFC Heavyweight Championship. The event as a whole was critically acclaimed in the media[82][83][84] for living up to the hype with a number of exciting fights that were featured on the televised card.

After a dramatic fifth round, last minute victory by UFC Middleweight Champion Anderson Silva over Chael Sonnen[image: External link] at UFC 117, Lesnar finally surrendered his belt to the undefeated Cain Velasquez via 1st-round TKO at UFC 121. The fight produced Velasquez's eighth knockout or technical knockout in his first nine MMA fights.[85]

UFC 129 featured Georges St-Pierre vs. Jake Shields[image: External link] at the Rogers Centre[image: External link] in Toronto[image: External link], Ontario[image: External link], Canada[image: External link] and is currently the largest UFC event in North American history,[86][87] which coincided with a two-day UFC Fan Expo at the Direct Energy Centre[image: External link].[88][89] The event sold out 55,000 tickets for gate revenues exceeding $11 million,[90] shattering previous MMA attendance and gate records in North America.[90]

On November 5, 2016 the UFC had their first exhibition in New York City after years of being delayed by government officials and red tape with a dramatic first match, Conor McGregor vs. Eddie Alvarez (Which Conor won).[91]
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 WEC merger




Zuffa, the parent company of the UFC, purchased World Extreme Cagefighting[image: External link] in late 2006 and held the first WEC event under new ownership on January 20, 2007.[92] Soon thereafter the WEC made its home on the Versus Network[image: External link] with its first event debuting on that network in June 2007.[93]

On October 28, 2010, Zuffa announced that WEC would merge with the UFC. The WEC held its final card on December 16, 2010. As a result of the merger, the UFC absorbed WEC's bantamweight, featherweight and lightweight weight divisions and their respective fighters. The UFC also made the last WEC Featherweight and Bantamweight Champions, José Aldo[image: External link] and Dominick Cruz[image: External link] respectively, the inaugural UFC Champions of their new weight divisions.[94]

Reed Harris, who started World Extreme Cagefighting with Scott Adams, had mixed emotions on the merger. "It's kind of like when your kid goes off to college: at first you're not happy, but after you think about it for a while, you're really happy," Harris told MMAWeekly.com in an exclusive interview immediately following the announcement. "At the end of the day, I never imagined this thing would be where we're at today. I'm extremely proud and happy that I was involved with something that will now be part of what may be, some day, the largest sports organization in the world."[95]
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 Strikeforce purchase




On March 12, 2011, Dana White revealed that Zuffa had purchased Strikeforce.[96] White went on to explain that Strikeforce will operate as an independent promotion, and that Scott Coker will continue to run the promotion. Strikeforce CEO Scott Coker announced the return of Fedor Emelianenko on an unspecified July or August event and said that Zuffa-owned company would continue to co-promote with M-1 Global.[97] Following the purchase, the UFC signed many of Strikeforce's top stars and champions, such as Jason Miller[image: External link], Nick Diaz[image: External link], Dan Henderson[image: External link], Alistair Overeem[image: External link], and Cung Le[image: External link]. Under Zuffa's ownership, Strikeforce made minor changes, including adopting the Unified Rules of Mixed Martial Arts in full, closing the promotion's men's weight classes below lightweight, and ceasing promotion of amateur undercard bouts. After an extension was reached to continue Strikeforce through 2012, the promotion's heavyweight division (sans Heavyweight Grand Prix finalists) was merged into the UFC, and the promotion's Challengers series was ended.

The final Strikeforce show was Strikeforce: Marquardt vs. Saffiedine[image: External link] on January 12, 2013, after which the promotion was dissolved and all fighter contracts were either ended or absorbed into the UFC.
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 Fox partnership






	UFC on Fox Nielsen ratings[image: External link]



	Event
	Date
	Rating
	Share
	Viewers
	Ref.



	Velasquez vs. dos Santos
	November 12, 2011
	3.1
	5
	5.7 million
	[98]



	Evans vs. Davis[image: External link]
	January 28, 2012
	2.6
	5
	4.7 million
	[99]



	Diaz vs. Miller
	May 5, 2012
	1.5
	3
	2.4 million
	[100]



	Shogun vs. Vera
	August 4, 2012
	1.4
	3
	2.4 million
	[101]



	Henderson vs. Diaz
	December 8, 2012
	2.5
	5
	4.4 million
	[102]



	Johnson vs. Dodson
	January 26, 2013
	2.4
	5
	4.2 million
	[103]



	Henderson vs. Melendez
	April 20, 2013
	2.2
	4
	3.7 million
	[104]



	Johnson vs. Moraga
	July 27, 2013
	1.5
	3
	2.4 million
	[105]



	Johnson vs. Benavidez 2
	December 14, 2013
	1.8
	3
	2.8 million
	[106]



	Henderson vs. Thomson
	January 25, 2014
	1.9
	3
	3.2 million
	[107]



	Werdum vs. Browne
	April 19, 2014
	1.6
	3
	2.5 million
	[108]



	Lawler vs. Brown
	July 26, 2014
	1.5
	3
	2.5 million
	[109]



	dos Santos vs. Miocic
	December 13, 2014
	1.6
	3
	2.8 million
	[110]



	Gustafsson vs. Johnson
	January 24, 2015
	1.8
	4
	3.0 million
	[111]




On August 18, 2011, The Ultimate Fighting Championship and Fox[image: External link] announced a seven-year broadcast deal through the Fox Sports[image: External link] subsidiary, effectively ending the UFC's Spike TV[image: External link] and Versus (now NBC Sports Network[image: External link]) partnership. The deal includes four events on the main Fox network, 32 live Friday night fights per year on their cable network FX[image: External link], 24 events following The Ultimate Fighter reality show and six separate Fight Night events.

The promotion's first broadcast television event – UFC on Fox: Velasquez vs. dos Santos – broke form by showcasing only one fight to television viewers. In the main event, Junior dos Santos[image: External link] abruptly dethroned then-undefeated UFC heavyweight champion Cain Velasquez by knock-out at 1:04 in the first round. The telecast peaked with 8.8 million viewers tuning into the fight with an average audience of 5.7 million, making it by far the most watched MMA event of all-time and the most watched combat sports event since 2003's HBO bout between Lennox Lewis[image: External link] and Vitali Klitschko[image: External link].[112]

One of the other programming opportunities that is already in motion is a weekly UFC magazine-style show. When asked about the potential for a weekly magazine-style series, UFC CEO Lorenzo Fertitta responded, "Not only weekly, but, potentially, multiple times per week you'll have a UFC magazine (show)."[113] The UFC will maintain production control of its product, including the use of its broadcast team of Mike Goldberg[image: External link] and Joe Rogan[image: External link]. Fox Sports will produce the pre- and post-shows.
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 Women's MMA




See: Women's mixed martial arts[image: External link]


On November 16, 2012, the eve of UFC 154: St. Pierre vs. Condit, Dana White confirmed with Jim Rome[image: External link] the UFC would feature women's MMA with the signing of its first female fighter, Strikeforce bantamweight champion Ronda Rousey[image: External link].[114] She subsequently became the first female UFC champion, the first Olympic medalist with a UFC title, and the first woman to defend a UFC title. She would successfully defend her title six times over a grand total of 1,074 days, before she was defeated by Holly Holm[image: External link] on November 15, 2015, at UFC 193.

On December 11, 2013, the UFC purchased the contracts of 11 female fighters from Invicta Fighting Championships[image: External link] to launch their 115-pound Strawweight[image: External link] division. Eight of the Invicta fighters took part in the 20th season of The Ultimate Fighter, The Ultimate Fighter: Team Pettis vs. Team Melendez[image: External link], along with eight additional fighters signed up for the tournament via open tryouts.[115] Season winner, Invicta FC's Strawweight Champion[image: External link], Carla Esparza[image: External link] became the first UFC women's strawweight champion, defeating Rose Namajunas[image: External link] in the finale. Other fighters on the show included Felice Herrig[image: External link], Tecia Torres[image: External link], Bec Hyatt[image: External link], Randa Markos[image: External link], Jessica Penne[image: External link], and Joanne Calderwood[image: External link].[116]
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 International expansion




The first UFC event to be held outside the United States[image: External link] was UFC 8 in Puerto Rico, a US territory, in 1996. Subsequently, the UFC has visited 15 countries in Asia[image: External link], Europe[image: External link], Oceania[image: External link], South America[image: External link], and North America[image: External link].

Canada[image: External link] has hosted events 18 times, starting with UFC 83 in 2008 and most recently in 2015 with UFC 186.[117] UFC's biggest event to date was also in Canada, as UFC 129 held at Rogers Centre[image: External link] featured a record-breaking attendance of 55,724.[118]

The United Kingdom[image: External link] has been home to 16 events. The first was UFC 38 held in London in 2002. UFC returned to the United Kingdom in 2007 with UFC 70, and visited Northern Ireland[image: External link] for UFC 72. The UK's most recent event was at England[image: External link] with UFC 204 in 2016. Ireland has held UFC 93 in 2009 and UFC Fight Night: McGregor vs. Brandao 5 years later.[119] In continental Europe, Germany[image: External link] has hosted 5 times, the first being UFC 99 in 2009, UFC 122 in 2010, UFC Fight Night: Munoz vs. Mousasi in 2014, UFC Fight Night: Jędrzejczyk vs. Penne in 2015 and the latest was UFC Fight Night: Arlovski vs. Barnett in 2016.[120] Sweden[image: External link] has hosted 3 times, starting with UFC on Fuel TV: Gustafsson vs. Silva in 2012, and recently with UFC on Fox: Gustafsson vs. Johnson in 2015.[121][122] Poland[image: External link] had its first event with UFC Fight Night: Gonzaga vs. Cro Cop 2 in 2015.[123] There are also Fight Night events due to take place in 2016, in Rotterdam[image: External link], Netherlands[image: External link] and Zagreb[image: External link], Croatia[image: External link].

The first Brazilian event was UFC Brazil: Ultimate Brazil, held in São Paulo in 1998. The promotion did not return to Brazil until 2011 for UFC 134, but since then, the country has hosted a further 20 events. Their most recent visit was UFC Fight Night: Condit vs. Alves.[124][125] In 2014, Mexico[image: External link] became the second country in Latin America[image: External link] to host an event with UFC 180,[126] followed by a second event, UFC 188, in 2015.[127]

Seven UFC events have been held in Australia, beginning with UFC 110 in 2010 and most recently in 2015 with UFC 193.[128] New Zealand[image: External link] held its first event in 2014, UFC Fight Night: Te Huna vs. Marquardt.[129]

In Asia, the UFC has visited 5 countries. Japan[image: External link] had its first visit in 1997 for UFC Japan: Ultimate Japan. The UFC only returned to the country in 2012, with UFC 144. Their last visit was in 2014 for UFC Fight Night: Hunt vs. Nelson, the seventh event there.[130] The promotion has also featured 2 visits to the United Arab Emirates[image: External link]. The first was in 2010 for UFC 112 and the second in 2014 for UFC Fight Night: Nogueira vs. Nelson.[131] The promotion has also visited Macau[image: External link] in 3 occasions: China[image: External link]'s special administrative region[image: External link] was first visited in 2012 with UFC on Fuel TV: Franklin vs. Le and last visited in 2014 for UFC Fight Night: Bisping vs. Le.[132] The promotion has also visited Singapore[image: External link] with UFC Fight Night: Saffiedine vs. Lim in 2014.[133] The Philippines[image: External link] was the most recent Asian country that the UFC has visited, with UFC Fight Night: Edgar vs. Faber in 2015.[134]

The Ultimate Fighter has had international editions as well: Brazil (since 2012), Australia (vs. United Kingdom - 2012), China (2013), Canada (vs. Australia - 2014), and Latin America (2014).
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 TRT ban




On February 27, 2014, the Nevada State Athletic Commission banned the use of Testosterone Replacement Therapy (TRT). The UFC followed suit and banned the use of TRT for any of their events, including international markets where the UFC oversees regulatory efforts.[135]
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 Introduction of USADA




On July 1, 2015, the UFC Anti-Doping Program was put into place, ran by the United States Anti-Doping Agency[image: External link] known as "USADA" to protect the rights of all clean athletes in the UFC.[136]
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 WME–IMG era: 2016–present
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 Sale to WME–IMG




In May 2016, ESPN originally reported that UFC's parent company Zuffa LLC were in talks to sell the company for an expected value of $3.5 billion to $4 billion. The UFC had a reported EBITDA[image: External link] of $200–250 million in 2015. Since it is a privately owned company, no official comment was made from the UFC or Dana White regarding the sale. Companies initially interested in the sale were Dalian Wanda Group[image: External link], China Media Capital[image: External link], and WME–IMG.[137]

On July 9, 2016, it was officially announced that the UFC would be sold to a group led by WME–IMG, its owner Silver Lake Partners[image: External link], Kohlberg Kravis Roberts[image: External link], and MSD Capital[image: External link], for $4.2 billion. This marks the largest-ever acquisition in the sports industry. Lorenzo Fertitta stated that the new ownership, "with whom we've built a strong relationship over the last several years, is committed to accelerating UFC's global growth", and that they "share the same vision and passion for this organization and its athletes." Flash Entertainment (owned by the government of Abu Dhabi[image: External link]) will retain its 10% minority stake in the company, and White will also retain a stake.[138][139] Shortly after the sale, it was announced that White will remain as president, and Fertitta will step down as chairman and CEO.[140] However, no replacement for Fertitta was immediately announced.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Lawsuit




See: Zuffa § Class action lawsuits[image: External link]


In December 2014, an antitrust lawsuit[image: External link] was filed against Zuffa by several fighters, claiming the organization restricts fighters' control over their careers and earning potential.[141]

Throughout 2015, debate over venues and possible case dismissals ensued. Ultimately, the case moved to Nevada federal courts, where Zuffa was denied its motion to stay discovery[image: External link] for 15 years of its financial records.[142][143]

This has caused an ongoing debate and struggle over how UFC sensitive information should be handled, and who may view it. Especially concerning MMAFA founder, Rob Maysey who has taken the lead in representing the former athletes and has stated he hopes to achieve reforms similar to the Ali Act[image: External link] (2000).[144]

Later that year, a 12–16 month investigation began that is expected to last until sometime between September 2016 to January 2017.[145] Thus far, both sides have provided well over 100,000 documents.[146]
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 Rules




The current rules for the Ultimate Fighting Championship were originally established by the New Jersey Athletic Control Board[image: External link].[147] The set of "Unified Rules of Mixed Martial Arts[image: External link]" that New Jersey established has been adopted in other states that regulate mixed martial arts, including Nevada, Louisiana, and California. These rules are also used by many other promotions within the United States, becoming mandatory for those states that have adopted the rules, and so have become the standard de facto set of rules for professional mixed martial arts across the country.
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 Rounds




UFC matches vary in maximum length, depending on whether the match is for a Championship title, or is a fight card's "main event" fight. In all fights, each round can be no longer than five minutes. Championship fights last for a maximum of five rounds. Beginning with UFC 138 on November 5, 2011, non-championship "main event" fights (i.e. the final fight on the card) will also last for a maximum of five rounds. Non-main event bouts last for a maximum of three rounds. UFC on FX: Alves vs. Kampmann featured the organization's first two flyweight fights as part of its first flyweight tournament, which consists of bouts that, in the event of a draw, go to a fourth "sudden victory" round held to determine the winner, who advances. There is a one-minute rest period between rounds.
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 Cage




The UFC stages bouts in an eight-sided enclosure officially named "The Octagon". Originally, SEG trademarked the concept as well as the term and prevented other mixed martial arts promotions from using the same type of cage, but in 2001 Zuffa gave permission for other promotions to use octagonal cages, reasoning that the young sport needed uniformity to continue to win official sanctioning. Today Zuffa reserves exclusive use of the name "The Octagon".[148]

The UFC cage is an octagonal structure with walls of metal chain-link fence coated with black vinyl. The standard octagon has a diameter of 30 ft (9.1 m) with a 6 ft (1.8 m) high fence.[149] The cage sits atop a platform, raising it 4 ft (1.2 m) from the ground. It has foam padding around the top of the fence and between each of the eight sections. It also has two entry-exit gates opposite each other.[150] The mat, painted with sponsorship logos and art, is replaced for each event.

For smaller venues and events, the UFC often uses a smaller cage, which is only 25 ft (7.6 m) across.[151][152]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Attire




All competitors must fight in approved shorts, without shoes. Shirts (except in the women's division), gis[image: External link] or long pants (including gi pants) are not allowed. Fighters must use approved light-weight open-fingered gloves, that include at least 1" of padding around the knuckles, (110 to 170 g / 4 to 6 ounces) that allow fingers to grab. These gloves enable fighters to punch with less risk of an injured or broken hand, while retaining the ability to grab and grapple. A mouthguard[image: External link] is also required. In addition, a jockstrap[image: External link] with cup pocket and protective cup[image: External link] is mandatory for men (women are prohibited from wearing groin protection).[153] To ensure compliance, fighters are checked by a State Athletic Committee official before being allowed to enter the cage/ring.[154]

Originally the attire for UFC was very open if controlled at all. Many fighters still chose to wear tight-fitting shorts or boxing-type trunks, while others wore long pants or singlets. Several wore wrestling shoes. Multi-time tournament Champion Royce Gracie[image: External link] wore a Brazilian jiu-jitsu gi in all of his early appearances in UFC (Gracie wore shorts against Matt Hughes at UFC 60), while Art Jimmerson[image: External link] appeared in UFC 1 wearing one standard boxing glove. As of UFC 133 there has been a ban on speedo style shorts after Dennis Hallman[image: External link] wore one in his fight against Brian Ebersole[image: External link]. UFC president Dana White was so furious about the fighter's choice of attire that he awarded an honorary "getting those horrifying shorts off TV as soon as possible" bonus to Ebersole for finishing the fight in the first round, and in following post-fight interviews made it clear that speedo style shorts will no longer be tolerated.
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 Reebok Uniform




On December 2, 2014, the UFC and Reebok[image: External link] held a press conference to announce an exclusive deal for Reebok to become the worldwide outfitter for the UFC, beginning in July 2015. Financial terms of the six-year partnership were not released, but UFC officials said that though the agreement represents the most valuable non-broadcast contract the company has ever signed, the UFC will not directly profit from the new deal. Instead, company execs said the deal is structured so that the "vast majority of the revenue" from the deal – taking out only the costs associated with administering the new program – will be paid directly to UFC fighters.[155]

Payment on the new deal was originally expected to be based on the fighter's spot in the official UFC rankings, with the exception of the UFC champions. Fighters ranked No. 1 to 5 would be paid at one level, No. 6 to 10 at a lower level, No. 11 to 15 below that, and unranked fighters at a base rate.[155] The payments will remain consistent regardless of where the athletes' bouts air. In addition to the per-fight rate, fighters will also receive royalty payments representing 20 percent of any UFC merchandise sold that bears their likeness. The royalty program will also include retired fighters and continue in perpetuity. The deal itself is reported to be worth 70 million dollars which is what the fighters will be paid over the next six years which is roughly 260 thousand dollars per UFC fight card.[155] In April 2015, the UFC announced that they scrapped the rankings idea and that payment will be based on the fighter's number of bouts in the octagon, with different tiers (1-5 fights, 6-10 fights, 11-15 fights, and 16-20 fights). Exceptions are made in the event of title fights, with champions and title challengers receiving greater compensation.[156] The kits were revealed on June 30, 2015. All kits will feature the fighter's name on the back of the jersey and fighters will have the option to choose between a universal kit or a country kit, related to his nationality. There is also a champion kit, designed to be used only by title holders.[157]

The new deal means that beginning with fight week for UFC 189 in Las Vegas, existing sponsors will no longer appear on fighter clothing – not only on fight night, but also at all pre-fight media appearances – and in-cage sponsor banners also will be eliminated. Fighter camps also will be outfitted with approved clothing to create a uniform look in athletes' corners. Existing sponsors are still welcome to support UFC fighters. However, the companies will be tasked with finding a new activation process since third-party logos will no longer be allowed on UFC broadcasts, other than title-sponsor slots – similar to those seen with European soccer clubs – that the UFC may eventually sell to "a major, global brand" down the road.[155]
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 Match outcome




Matches may end via:


	
Submission[image: External link]: a fighter clearly taps the mat or his opponent, verbally submits, or clearly communicates being in pain (such as by yelling) to a degree that causes the referee to stop the fight. Also, a technical submission may be called when a fighter either loses consciousness or is on the verge of or suffers serious injury while in a hold.

	
Knockout[image: External link]: a fighter is put into a state of unconsciousness resulting from any legal strike.

	
Technical Knockout[image: External link] (TKO): If the referee decides a fighter cannot continue, the fight is ruled as a technical knockout. Technical knockouts can be classified into three categories:

	referee stoppage (the referee ends the fight because one fighter is deemed unable to intelligently defend himself)

	doctor stoppage (a ring side doctor decides that it is unsafe for one fighter to continue the bout, due to excessive bleeding or physical injuries)

	corner stoppage (a fighter's cornerman signals defeat for his own fighter)





	
Judges' Decision: Depending on scoring, a match may end as:

	unanimous decision (all three judges score a win for fighter A)

	majority decision (two judges score a win for fighter A, one judge scores a draw)

	split decision (two judges score a win for fighter A, one judge scores a win for fighter B)

	technical decision (a fighter is rendered unable to continue as a result of an unintentional illegal element or move, resulting in a decision based on the finished and unfinished rounds if the number of rounds to be judged is sufficient)

	unanimous draw (all three judges score a draw)

	majority draw (two judges score a draw, one judge scoring a win)

	split draw (one judge scores a win for fighter A, one judge scores a win for fighter B, and one judge scores a draw)

	technical draw (the bout ends in a manner similar to that of a technical decision, with the judges' scores resulting in a draw)





	
Disqualification: a fighter intentionally executes an illegal move that is considered by the referee or opponent to be injurious or significant enough to negatively alter the opponent's performance should the fight continue, resulting in the opponent's victory.

	
Forfeit: a fighter fails to compete or intentionally and prematurely ends the bout for a reason besides injury, resulting in the opponent's victory.

	
No Contest: a fighter is rendered unable to continue or compete effectively as a result of an unintentional illegal element or move and there is not a sufficient number of finished rounds to be judged to make a technical decision viable, or both fighters are rendered unable to continue or compete effectively. Also, a fight may be ruled a no contest if the original outcome of the bout is changed due to unsatisfactory or illegal circumstances, such as a premature stoppage or a fighter's testing positive for banned substances.



In the event of a draw, it is not necessary that the fighters' total points be equal (see, e.g., UFC 41 Penn vs. Uno, or UFC 43 Freeman vs. White). However, in a unanimous or split draw, each fighter does score an equal number of win judgments from the three judges (0 or 1, respectively).
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 Judging criteria




The ten-point must system[image: External link] is in effect for all UFC fights; three judges score each round and the winner of each receives ten points while the loser receives nine points or fewer (although 10–10 rounds are given in the rare event that a judge feels the rounds was too close to warrant giving one fighter 10 and the other 9.) Scores of 10–8 are typically awarded for dominant rounds and anything more dominant is scored less. 10–7 rounds are very rare.
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 Fouls




The Nevada State Athletic Commission currently lists the following as fouls:[158]


	Biting

	Eye-gouging[image: External link]

	Fish-hooking[image: External link]

	Groin attacks[image: External link]

	Small joint manipulation[image: External link]

	Hair pulling

	Putting a finger into any orifice or into any cut or laceration on an opponent (see Fish-hooking[image: External link])

	Throat strikes of any kind, including, without limitation, grabbing the trachea[image: External link]


	Clawing, pinching or twisting the flesh

	Intentionally attempting to break an opponent's bone

	Spiking an opponent to the canvas on the head or neck (see Piledriver[image: External link])

	
Throwing[image: External link] an opponent out of the ring or fenced area

	Holding the shorts or gloves of an opponent

	Spitting at an opponent

	Engaging in unsportsmanlike conduct that causes an injury to an opponent

	Holding the ropes or the fence

	Using abusive language in the ring or fenced area

	Attacking an opponent on or during the break

	Attacking an opponent who is under the care of the referee

	Attacking an opponent after the bell (horn) has sounded the end of a round

	Flagrantly disregarding the instructions of the referee

	Timidity, including, without limitation, avoiding contact with an opponent, intentionally or consistently dropping the mouthpiece or faking an injury

	Interference by the corner

	Using any foreign substance that could give an unfair advantage

	Head-butting[image: External link]

	Striking to the spine or the back of the head (see Rabbit punch[image: External link])

	Striking downward using the point of the elbow (see Elbow (strike)[image: External link])
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 Fouls against a grounded opponent





	Kicking the head of a grounded opponent

	
Kneeing[image: External link] the head of a grounded opponent

	
Stomping[image: External link] a grounded opponent



When a foul is charged, the referee in their discretion may deduct one or more points as a penalty. If a foul incapacitates a fighter, then the match may end in a disqualification if the foul was intentional, or a no contest if unintentional. If a foul causes a fighter to be unable to continue later in the bout, it ends with a technical decision win to the injured fighter if the injured fighter is ahead on points, otherwise it is a technical draw.[159]
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 Match conduct





	After a verbal warning the referee can stop the fighters and stand them up if they reach a stalemate on the ground (where neither are in a dominant position[image: External link] or working towards one). This rule is codified in Nevada as the stand-up rule.

	If the referee pauses the match, it is resumed with the fighters in their prior positions.

	Grabbing the cage brings a verbal warning, followed by an attempt by the referee to release the grab by pulling on the grabbing hand. If that attempt fails or if the fighter continues to hold the cage, the referee may charge a foul.

	Early UFC events disregarded verbal sparring / "trash-talking" during matches. Under unified rules, antics are permitted before events to add to excitement and allow fighters to express themselves, but abusive language during combat is prohibited.
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 Evolution of the rules





	
UFC 1 – Although the advertising said There Are No Rules, there were in fact some rules: no biting, no eye-gouging and no groin attacks. Fights ended only in the event of a knockout, submission or the corner throwing in the towel. Despite this, the first match in UFC 1 was won by referee stoppage, even though it was not officially recognized as such at the time.

	
UFC 2 – Groin attacks were unbanned. Time limits were dropped ending the need for judges. Modifications to the cage were added (the fence became 5 feet tall but would continually grow in height afterwards and the floor became the canvas that is still used today).

	
UFC 3 – The referee was officially given the authority to stop a fight in case of a fighter being unable to defend himself. A fighter could not kick if he was wearing shoes. This rule would later be discarded, then changed to 'no kicking with shoes while on the ground' and then reinstated, before finally being discarded.

	
UFC 4 – After tournament alternate Steve Jennum[image: External link] won UFC 3 by winning only one bout, alternates (replacements) were required to win a pre-tournament bout to qualify for the role of an alternate.

	
UFC 5 – The organizers introduced a 30-minute time limit. UFC 5 also saw the first Superfight, a one-off bout between two competitors selected by the organizers with the winner being crowned 'Superfight champion' and having the duty of defending his title at the next UFC.

	
UFC 6 – The referee was given the authority to restart the fight. If two fighters were entangled in a position where there was a lack of action, the referee could stop the fight and restart the competitors on their feet, in their own corner. In UFC 6 they officially adopted the 5-minute extension to the 30-minute rule which had been used in UFC 5.

	
Ultimate Ultimate 1995 – This event was the first to introduce the no fish-hooking rule and to reinstate judges. Time limits were changed to 15 minutes in the quarter-finals, 18 minutes in the semi-finals and 27 minutes in the finals.

	
UFC 8 – Time limits changed to 10 minutes in the first two rounds of the tournament, 15 minutes in the tournament final and Superfight. Time limits would continually change in the later UFC events. Fights could now be decided by a judges decision if the fight reached the end of the time limit. The panel was made up of three judges who simply raised a card with the name of the fighter they considered to be the winner. In this fashion, a draw was not possible since the only two possible outcomes of a decision were 3 to 0 or 2 to 1 in favor of the winner.

	
UFC 9 – To appease local authorities, closed fisted strikes to the head were banned for this event only. The commentators were not aware of this last minute rule that was made to prevent the cancellation of the event due to local political pressures. Referee "Big John" McCarthy[image: External link] made repeated warnings to the fighters to "open the hand" when this rule was violated. However, not one fighter was reprimanded. UFC 9 was also the last UFC event to feature the superfight.

	
Ultimate Ultimate 1996 – This event was the first to introduce the "no grabbing of the fence" rule.

	
UFC 12 – The main tournament split into a heavyweight (over 200 lbs.) and lightweight (200 lbs. and under) division; and the eight-man tournament ceased. Fighters now needed to win only two fights to win the competition. The Heavyweight Champion title (and title bouts) was introduced, replacing the Superfight title (albeit matches were still for a time branded as "Superfights").

	
UFC 14 – The lightweight division was re-branded middleweight. The wearing of padded gloves, weighing 110 to 170 g (4 to 6 ounces), becomes mandatory. Gloves were to be approved by the UFC. Hair-pulling, groin strikes and kicks to a downed opponent became illegal.

	
UFC 15 – Limits on permissible striking areas were introduced. Headbutts, elbow strikes to the back of the neck and head and small joint manipulation became illegal.

	
UFC 21 – Five minute rounds were introduced, with preliminary bouts consisting of two rounds, regular non-title bouts at three rounds, and title bouts at five rounds. The "ten-point must system" was introduced for scoring fights (identical to the system widely used in boxing).

	
UFC 28 – The New Jersey State Athletic Control Board[image: External link] sanctions its first UFC event, using the newly developed Unified Rules of Mixed Martial Arts[image: External link]. Major changes to the UFC's rules included barring knee strikes to the head of a downed opponent, elbow strikes to the spine and neck and punches to the back of the neck and head. Limits on permissible ring attire, stringent medical requirements, and regulatory oversight were also introduced. A new weight class system was also introduced.[160] This new set of rules is currently the de facto standard for MMA events held in the U.S. and is still in use by the UFC.

	
UFC 31 – Weight classes are re-aligned to the current standard. Bantamweight moves from 150 to 155 and becomes known as lightweight[image: External link]. Lightweight becomes known as welterweight[image: External link], middleweight becomes light heavyweight[image: External link], and a new middleweight[image: External link] class is introduced at 185 pounds. Stools and seconds are first permitted in The Octagon between rounds.

	
UFC 43 – In the event of a stoppage fights restart in the position the fight was stopped.

	
UFC 94 – After an incident where Georges St-Pierre[image: External link] was accused of putting vaseline[image: External link] on his back, corner men were disallowed from bringing vaseline into The Octagon. Petroleum jelly[image: External link] may now only be applied by UFC employed cutmen[image: External link].

	
UFC 97 – Foot-stomps are banned. (For this event only)

	
UFC 133 – Speedo style trunks are banned.[161]


	
UFC 138 – First 5-round non-title main event.[162]
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 The Ultimate Fighter




Fights that occur on The Ultimate Fighter are classified as exhibition matches under NSAC sanctioning, and thus do not count toward the professional record of a fighter. Match outcomes also do not need to be immediately posted publicly, which allows for fight results to be unveiled as the series progresses.

For two-round matches, if there is a draw after two rounds, an extra five-minute round ("sudden victory[image: External link]") is contested. If the extra round concludes without a stoppage, the judges' decision will be based on that final round.

These exhibition matches variably have two or three rounds, depending on the rules used for each season. In most seasons, preliminary matches (before the semi-final bouts) were two rounds; in season two, all matches had three rounds. All matches past the first round use three rounds as per standard UFC bouts. During the finales for each series, the division finals have the standard three rounds, plus a fourth round if the judges score a tie.
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 Weight divisions/Current champions




The UFC currently uses nine different weight classes:[163]



	Weight class name
	Minimum Weight (lb)
	Upper limit
	Gender
	Current champion
	Date won
	Defenses



	in pounds[image: External link] (lb)
	in kilograms (kg)
	in stone[image: External link] (st)



	Strawweight[image: External link]
	None
	115
	52.2
	8 st 3 lb
	Women
	Joanna Jędrzejczyk[image: External link]
	March 14, 2015
	4



	Flyweight[image: External link]
	115
	125
	56.7
	8 st 13 lb
	Men
	Demetrious Johnson[image: External link]
	September 22, 2012
	9



	Bantamweight[image: External link]
	125
	135
	61.2
	9 st 9 lb
	Men
	Cody Garbrandt[image: External link]
	December 30, 2016
	0



	Women
	Amanda Nunes
	July 9, 2016
	1



	Featherweight[image: External link]
	135
	145
	65.8
	10 st 5 lb
	Men
	José Aldo[image: External link]
	November 26, 2016
	0



	Women
	Germaine De Randamie[image: External link]
	February 11, 2017
	0



	Lightweight[image: External link]
	145
	155
	70.3
	11 st 1 lb
	Men
	Conor McGregor
	November 12, 2016
	0



	Welterweight[image: External link]
	155
	170
	77.1
	12 st 2 lb
	Men
	Tyron Woodley[image: External link]
	July 31, 2016
	2



	Middleweight[image: External link]
	170
	185
	83.9
	13 st 3 lb
	Men
	Michael Bisping[image: External link]
	June 4, 2016
	1



	Light Heavyweight[image: External link]
	185
	205
	93.0
	14 st 9 lb
	Men
	Daniel Cormier
	May 23, 2015
	1



	Heavyweight[image: External link]
	205
	265
	120.2
	18 st 13 lb
	Men
	Stipe Miocic[image: External link]
	May 14, 2016
	1




Non-title fights have a one-pound leniency. In title fights, the participants must weight no more than that permitted for the relevant weight division. The Commission may also approve catch weight bouts, subject to their review and discretion. For example, the Commission may still decide to allow the contest the maximum weight allowed is 177 pounds if it feels that the contest would still be fair, safe, and competitive.[163] In addition, there is one weight class specified in the Unified Rules which the UFC does not currently use, super heavyweight, which is for fighters over 265 pounds.
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 UFC events




See: List of UFC events
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 Production team




Comedian, Brazilian jiu-jitsu and Taekwondo black belt[164] Joe Rogan[image: External link] teams up with play-by-play[image: External link] announcer Jon Anik[image: External link] to provide commentary during broadcasts of nearly all UFC events in the US. The "Veteran Voice of the Octagon" is announcer Bruce Buffer[image: External link].[165] Arianny Celeste[image: External link] and Brittney Palmer are Octagon girls[image: External link].[166] Each fighter is assigned a cutman[image: External link] by the promotion who cares for the fighter before the fight and in between rounds. Jacob "Stitch" Duran[image: External link] was one of the best known cutmen working for the organization.[167] Matches are made by matchmakers, and VP of Talent Relations, Joe Silva and Sean Shelby.[168]
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 Fighter salaries and contracts




A UFC fighter generally does not have a salary. They are paid per fight, with amounts depending on how well-known the fighters are and how well sponsored a fighter and an event is. Fighters will typically get paid money to fight with an additional bonus if they win. Cash bonuses are also awarded for "Fight of the Night" and "Performance of the Night" (formerly awarded separately as "Knockout of the Night").[169] The size of these bonuses can sometimes be $80,000 USD (but are normally $50,000 USD). For less well-known fighters, they can be several times larger than the contracted amount for the fight.[170] Contracted amounts generally have to be declared to the state athletic commission; however, the UFC also pays undisclosed locker-room bonuses to fighters.[171] In recent years, UFC fighters' contracts and merchandising rights have been the subject of dispute between fighters (represented by growing the Mixed Martial Arts Fighters Association) and UFC, which has attempted to defend existing regulations.[172]
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 UFC records




See: List of UFC records[image: External link]




	Record
	Fighter
	Number



	Youngest Champion
	Jon Jones
	23 years, 242 days



	Oldest Champion
	Randy Couture[image: External link]
	45 years, 146 days



	Longest reign as a Champion
	Anderson Silva
	2,457d (6y 8m 22d)



	Most championship reigns
	Randy Couture[image: External link]
	5



	Most Bouts
	Michael Bisping[image: External link]
	27



	Most Wins
	Michael Bisping[image: External link]
	20



	Most Finishes
	
Anderson Silva

Vitor Belfort[image: External link]

	14



	Most Knockouts
	Vitor Belfort[image: External link]
	12



	Most Submissions
	Royce Gracie[image: External link]
	11



	Most Decision Wins
	Georges St-Pierre[image: External link]
	12



	Most wins in title bouts
	Georges St-Pierre[image: External link]
	12



	Most title bouts
	Randy Couture[image: External link]
	15



	Most consecutive title defenses
	Anderson Silva
	10



	Longest winning streak
	Anderson Silva
	16



	Most Post Fight Awards
	Nate Diaz
	15



	Most Performance of the Night Awards
	Conor McGregor
	5



	Most Knockout of the Night Awards
	Anderson Silva
	7



	Most Submission of the Night Awards
	Joe Lauzon
	6



	Most Fight of the Night Awards
	Nate Diaz
	8



	Most total fight time
	Frankie Edgar
	6:02:51



	Most takedowns in a single bout
	Khabib Nurmagomedov[image: External link]
	21 of 27 attempts



	Fastest knockout
	Duane Ludwig[image: External link]
	0:06



	Fastest submission
	Oleg Taktarov[image: External link]
	0:09



	Fastest Title Fight Knockout
	Conor McGregor
	0:13



	Fastest Title Fight Submission
	Ronda Rousey[image: External link]
	0:14














[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 UFC Hall of Fame




See: UFC Hall of Fame[image: External link]
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 Media
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 Television





	" Friends[image: External link]" Season 3, Episode 24 "The One with the Ultimate Fighting Champion" features Jon Favreau[image: External link] as Pete Becker, Monica's millionaire boyfriend who seeks to become the "Ultimate Fighting Champion," losing his first fight due to his opponent "standing on [his] neck," and the second to a man who "Trains by traveling to Iran and pulling the arms off of thieves." In his third fight Pete loses to a fighter who "goes for his favorite area," causing Ross to note Pete can no longer have kids.
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 Music





	
UFC: Ultimate Beat Downs, Vol. 1, an album of music featured in and inspired by the UFC.
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 Video games





	
Ultimate Fighting Championship[image: External link] ( Dreamcast[image: External link] and PlayStation[image: External link])

	
UFC: Tapout[image: External link] ( Xbox[image: External link])

	
UFC: Throwdown[image: External link] ( GameCube[image: External link], PlayStation 2[image: External link])

	
UFC: Tapout 2[image: External link] (Xbox)

	
UFC: Sudden Impact[image: External link] (PlayStation 2)

	
UFC 2009 Undisputed[image: External link] (PlayStation 3[image: External link] and Xbox 360[image: External link])

	
UFC Undisputed 2010[image: External link] (PlayStation Portable[image: External link], PlayStation 3, Xbox 360, iPod Touch[image: External link], iPad[image: External link], iPhone[image: External link])

	
UFC Personal Trainer[image: External link] (PlayStation 3, Xbox 360, Wii[image: External link])

	
UFC Undisputed 3[image: External link] (PlayStation 3, Xbox 360)

	
EA Sports UFC[image: External link] (PlayStation 4, Xbox One)

	
EA Sports UFC 2[image: External link] (PlayStation 4, Xbox One)



In January 2007, Zuffa and video game developer/publisher THQ[image: External link] announced a license agreement giving THQ worldwide rights to develop titles under the UFC brand. The agreement gives THQ exclusive rights to current and next-generation consoles as well as to PC and handheld titles. Also included are "certain wireless rights" which were not detailed. The licensing agreement was set to expire in 2011, although it appeared to have been extended to 2017. On June 6, 2012, during the E3 Exhibition, THQ had announced that they will be giving the license of UFC Undisputed to EA.
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 Action figures
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 Round 5




The first UFC action figure collectibles were released by Round 5 Corporation in May 2008.[173] Series one of their figures includes Quinton "Rampage" Jackson[image: External link], Matt Hughes[image: External link], Tito Ortiz[image: External link], and Randy Couture[image: External link]. Series two (released on November 10, 2008) includes Wanderlei Silva[image: External link], Sean Sherk[image: External link], Rich Franklin[image: External link], and Anderson Silva.

In July 2009, Round 5 acquired the UFC license through Jakks Pacific and subsequently released 5 more series under the UFC and Pride brands. 2 packs were released in August 2010 and includes a UFC Octagon cage and Pride ring display stand. Limited edition versions include fabric walk out tees or paint variations and are limited in number with foil and holographic packaging variances. Special edition and exclusive versions have been released at various UFC Fan Expo events.
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 Jakks Pacific




On June 10, 2008, it was announced that UFC had signed an exclusive four-year contract with Jakks Pacific[image: External link] to create action figures for UFC. As of 2009 the schedule envisages the release of these figures in November 2009. They have currently been 8 series released and they feature special Legends, PRIDE, and WEC style figures as well. Three 2 packs series have also been released, as well as several expo and internet exclusives. There are also several different octagon cage playsets that have been released, including the "Octagon Playset", "Official Scale Octagon Playset", and "Electronic Reaction Octagon Playset". A PRIDE style ring playset was also originally planned; however, no news have been given on its status or release date since then.[174][175][176]


	Jakks Pacific UFC Deluxe Figure Lineups




	Series 0: Royce Gracie[image: External link] (Legends Packaging), Brock Lesnar, Frank Mir[image: External link], Rashad Evans[image: External link], Keith Jardine[image: External link], Houston Alexander[image: External link], Kendall Grove[image: External link], Miguel Angel Torres[image: External link] (WEC Packaging)[177]


	Series 1: Chuck Liddell[image: External link], Anderson Silva, Forrest Griffin[image: External link], Michael Bisping[image: External link], Evan Tanner[image: External link] (Legends Packaging), Kevin Randleman[image: External link] (PRIDE Packaging), Cheick Kongo[image: External link], Mike Swick[image: External link][178]


	Series 2: Nate Marquardt[image: External link], Antônio Rodrigo Nogueira[image: External link], Mike Thomas Brown[image: External link] (WEC Packaging), Bas Rutten[image: External link] (unreleased in this series, moved to series 6), Georges St-Pierre[image: External link] (unreleased in this series, moved to series 6), Lyoto Machida[image: External link] (unreleased in this series, moved to series 5), Quinton Jackson[image: External link] (unreleased in this series, moved to series 8), Thiago Alves[image: External link] (unreleased in this series, moved to series 6)[179]


	Series 3: Chuck Liddell[image: External link] (Legends Packaging), Karo Parisyan[image: External link], B.J. Penn[image: External link], Jon Fitch[image: External link], Mark Coleman[image: External link] (Legends Packaging), Thiago Silva[image: External link], Maurício Rua[image: External link] (PRIDE Packaging)

	Series 4: Wanderlei Silva[image: External link], Sean Sherk[image: External link], Rich Franklin[image: External link], Matt Hughes[image: External link], Kimbo Slice[image: External link], Jamie Varner[image: External link] (WEC Packaging), Don Frye[image: External link] (Legends Packaging), Andrei Arlovski[image: External link] (unreleased in this series, later released in series 7)

	Series 5: Lyoto Machida[image: External link] (1 of 100 inserts were also released randomly and contained a special die cast version of the UFC belt), Quinton Jackson[image: External link] (PRIDE Packaging), Matt Hamill[image: External link], Dan Severn[image: External link] (Legends), Kenny Florian[image: External link], Matt Serra[image: External link], Stephan Bonnar[image: External link]


	Series 6: Thiago Alves[image: External link], Randy Couture[image: External link] (unreleased, was originally supposed to be a 1 of 100 inserts that was to be released randomly and contain a special die cast version of the UFC belt), Georges St-Pierre[image: External link], Clay Guida[image: External link], Frank Mir[image: External link], Tito Ortiz[image: External link], Jens Pulver[image: External link] (WEC Packaging), Bas Rutten[image: External link] (Legends)

	Series 7 (if bought at Target, each of them, except for Nogueira, also came with a replica UFC event mini-poster): B.J. Penn[image: External link] (Legends Packaging), Anderson Silva, Andrei Arlovski[image: External link], Forrest Griffin[image: External link] (Legends Packaging), Diego Sanchez, Antônio Rodrigo Nogueira[image: External link] (PRIDE Packaging, 1 of 100 inserts were also released randomly and contained a special die cast version of the PRIDE belt)

	Series 8: Matt Hughes[image: External link] (Legends Packaging), Chuck Liddell[image: External link] (PRIDE Packaging), Frankie Edgar (1 of 100 inserts were also released randomly and contained a special die cast version of the UFC belt), Nate Diaz, Quinton Jackson[image: External link]





	Jakks Pacific UFC Deluxe 2 Packs Figures Lineups




	Series 1: Chuck Liddell vs. Wanderlei Silva, Frank Mir vs. Brock Lesnar, Anderson Silva vs. Rich Franklin

	Series 2: Lyoto Machida vs. Shogun Rua, Georges St-Pierre vs. Matt Hughes, Randy Couture vs. Chuck Liddell (was supposed to be canceled due to copyright issues; however, 1,000 packs managed to make it to several K-Mart stores)

	Series 3: Chuck Liddell vs. Tito Ortiz, B.J. Penn vs. Kenny Florian, Dan Severn vs Royce Gracie (Legends Packaging)

	Expos Exclusives: Georges St-Pierre (Boston Expo 2010, 1 of 500)

	Ringside Collectibles Internet Exclusives: Forrest Griffin vs. Stephan Bonnar: The Ultimate Fighter Season 1 Final, Dana White, Quinton Rampage Jackson 1 of 1000[180]
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 DVD




Every pay-per-view UFC event has been released onto DVD. UFC 23 through UFC 29 were not released in the US on home video or DVD by SEG. They have since been released onto boxsets which feature around 10 events each set, in chronological order.
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 PlayStation Network and Xbox Live




UFC on-demand content launched for Xbox 360 on December 20, 2011. Subscribers are able to view pay-per-view events in high definition, connect with friends to predict fight results, and have the ability to compare fighter statistics and records.[181] The UFC Fight Pass application was also planned for PlayStation 4[image: External link] in early 2015.[182]
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 UFC international broadcasters




The UFC's PPV events are broadcast live vía Spike TV (sister channel of MTV[image: External link]). In Latin America, events are broadcast live on UFC Network TV[image: External link] in Pay TV (Cable and Satellite) of SKY Satellite. Free TV Channels in South America and Central America are broadcast with tape-delay. In Brazil, events are broadcast live on Combate Channel from Globosat[image: External link]. Rede Globo[image: External link]'s are broadcast tape-delayed from 12:00 am. In India[image: External link], events are broadcast on Sony Six[image: External link]. In the Philippines[image: External link], UFC was also aired on Balls[image: External link] (now ABS-CBN Sports + Action HD[image: External link]) from 2009 until 2015, since moved to Sports5[image: External link] (including TV5[image: External link] and Hyper[image: External link] on Channel 53 via Cignal[image: External link]) starting January 3, 2016.[183][184]
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 See also





	List of UFC champions

	List of UFC events

	List of current UFC fighters[image: External link]

	List of UFC bonus award recipients[image: External link]

	List of current mixed martial arts champions[image: External link]

	UFC Fight Pass
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 Notes






	
^ The original working title for UFC
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T-Mobile Arena





Coordinates[image: External link]: 36°06′10″N 115°10′42″W[image: External link]

T-Mobile Arena is a multi-use indoor arena[image: External link] on the Las Vegas Strip in Paradise, Nevada[image: External link]. Opened on April 6, 2016, the arena is a joint venture between MGM Resorts International[image: External link] and the Anschutz Entertainment Group[image: External link].

The arena will be the home of the Vegas Golden Knights[image: External link] of the National Hockey League[image: External link] that will begin play in 2017. Since its opening, T-Mobile Arena has primarily been used for entertainment events such as concerts, and has been booked for one-off combat sports[image: External link] events, and other annual sporting events.

The arena is accessed by a new development project known as The Park, with retail and dining space between New York-New York[image: External link] and the Monte Carlo[image: External link] casino hotels.[2][3][4]


[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 History




The Anschutz Entertainment Group[image: External link] first tried to build an arena in Las Vegas in association with Harrah's Entertainment[image: External link]. In 2007, the joint venture announced they would build a 20,000 seat stadium behind the Bally's[image: External link] and Paris[image: External link] casino-hotels.[5] Caesars Entertainment, Inc.[image: External link] had previously envisioned using the location to build a baseball park[image: External link], but the company's buyout by Harrah's cancelled the plans. Through the following year, Harrah's became uncertain on continuing with the project, not knowing if AEG would split the costs, and whether building a major league-ready stadium without a guaranteed franchise to play on it would be feasible given the enduring financial crisis[image: External link].[6] The original plans were to break ground in June 2008 and finish the arena in 2010, but by 2009, it was revealed the stalled project had not even done a traffic study despite being located near a busy intersection.[7] In 2010, the plans were changed to use an area behind the Imperial Palace[image: External link]. However, given the financing would require a special taxation district, opposition from Clark County[image: External link] regarding using public money in the project stalled it even further.[8] AEG eventually backed out completely by 2012, once MGM Resorts International[image: External link] came up with their own project using a terrain behind the New York-New York[image: External link] and Monte Carlo[image: External link] resorts. This attracted AEG primarily for not relying on public funding.[9]

MGM and AEG announced their joint arena plan on March 1, 2013.[10] Plans were further fleshed out over the following months with the announcement of a $100-million pedestrian shopping area, The Park, to serve as a gateway to the arena,[11] and the retention of prominent sports architecture firm Populous[image: External link] to design the project.[12] Other firms on the project include: the ICON Venue Group,[13] Thornton Tomasetti[image: External link],[14] ME Engineers,[15] Penta Building Group and Hunt Construction Group[image: External link].[16]

The project broke ground on May 1, 2014,[17] followed by the demolition of existing buildings, and excavation of an oval area for the arena. The final steel beam of the structure was placed on May 27, 2015.[18]

In January 2016, T-Mobile US[image: External link] announced it had acquired the naming rights[image: External link] to the new arena in a multi-year contract.[19][20] The arena held its grand opening on April 6, 2016 with a concert by Las Vegas natives The Killers[image: External link], Shamir[image: External link] and Wayne Newton[image: External link].[21] Country music artists Martina McBride[image: External link] and Cam[image: External link] performed at a soft opening[image: External link] on March 31, 2016.[22]
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During its construction, T-Mobile Arena was prospected as the home arena for a possible National Hockey League[image: External link] expansion team[image: External link] in Las Vegas.[23][24][25] The expansion bid was approved and announced by the NHL on June 22, 2016; the new team, the Vegas Golden Knights[image: External link], will begin play in the 2017–18 season.[26][26][27]

After spending 5 years (1994-1998) at the MGM Grand Garden Arena[image: External link] and 17 years (1999–2015) at the Thomas & Mack Center[image: External link], the PBR[image: External link] World Finals moved to the T-Mobile Arena in 2016.[28] On March 11, 2016, the Pac-12 Conference[image: External link] announced that it would move its men's basketball tournament[image: External link] from the Grand Garden Arena to T-Mobile Arena beginning in 2017.[29]
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On May 7, 2016, T-Mobile Arena hosted its first major sports event, a boxing match[image: External link] between Canelo Álvarez[image: External link] and Amir Khan[image: External link] for the lineal[image: External link], The Ring[image: External link], and WBC[image: External link] middleweight[image: External link] championships.[30]

UFC president Dana White stated in October 2015 that he had been "promised" the privilege of hosting the first sports event at the arena, and that the mixed martial arts promotion would consider holding more events at the new arena based on the new relationship. It was also speculated that the UFC had also made an offer to acquire the naming rights to the venue.[31] T-Mobile Arena hosted UFC 200 on July 9, 2016.[32] A July 7 UFC 202 press conference was partially ruined by the arena's acoustics and sound system, which left many questions unheard and unanswered. White and headliners Conor McGregor and Nate Diaz criticized the sound quality as it deteriorated around them; journalist Ariel Helwani tweeted it was "incredibly hard to hear anything".[33]



	Events held at T-Mobile Arena



	Date
	Event / Performer(s)
	Notes



	March 31, 2016[22]

	
Martina McBride[image: External link] & Cam[image: External link]

	Soft opening / dress rehearsal



	April 6, 2016[34]

	
The Killers[image: External link], with Wayne Newton[image: External link] & Shamir[image: External link]

	Opening night concert



	April 7, 2016[35][36]

	
Nicki Minaj[image: External link], with Ariana Grande[image: External link]

	



	April 8–9, 2016[37][38]

	Guns N' Roses[image: External link]
	Not in This Lifetime... Tour[image: External link]



	April 19, 2016[39][40]

	Harlem Globetrotters[image: External link]
	2016 World Tour



	April 22–23, 2016

September 9–10, 2016

December 2–3, 2016

February 17–18, 2017[41]

	George Strait[image: External link]
	Strait to Vegas



	April 30, 2016[42][43]

	Billy Joel[image: External link]
	Billy Joel in Concert[image: External link]



	May 7, 2016[44]

	Canelo Álvarez vs. Amir Khan[image: External link]
	



	May 22, 2016[45]

	Billboard Music Awards[image: External link]
	



	June 1 & 5, 2016[46][47]

	Miss USA[image: External link]
	



	June 19, 2016[48]

	WWE Money in the Bank[image: External link]
	



	June 24–25, 2016

July 2–4, 2016[49][50]

	
Garth Brooks[image: External link], with Trisha Yearwood[image: External link]

	The Garth Brooks World Tour with Trisha Yearwood[image: External link]



	July 6–9, 2016[51]

	
UFC[image: External link] International Fight Week
	Culminating in UFC 200: Tate vs. Nunes




	July 16, 2016[52]

	Dixie Chicks[image: External link]
	DCX MMXVI World Tour[image: External link]



	July 22, 2016[53]

	
Argentina[image: External link] vs. USA[image: External link] basketball
	



	August 6, 2016[54]

	Barbra Streisand[image: External link]
	The Music... The Mem'ries... The Magic![image: External link]



	August 19, 2016[55]

	
Gwen Stefani[image: External link], with Eve[image: External link]

	This Is What the Truth Feels Like Tour[image: External link]



	August 20, 2016[56]

	UFC 202: Diaz vs. McGregor 2
	



	August 21, 2016[57]

	
Slipknot[image: External link] & Marilyn Manson[image: External link]

	The Hell Not Hallelujah Tour[image: External link]



	September 1, 2016[58]

	Coldplay[image: External link]
	A Head Full of Dreams Tour[image: External link]



	September 11, 2016[59]

	
Drake[image: External link] & Future[image: External link]

	Summer Sixteen Tour[image: External link]



	September 23–24, 2016[60]

	iHeartRadio Music Festival[image: External link]
	



	October 7, 2016[61]

	
Dallas Stars[image: External link] vs. Los Angeles Kings[image: External link]

	Frozen Fury[image: External link]



	October 8, 2016[62]

	
Colorado Avalanche[image: External link] vs. Los Angeles Kings[image: External link]




	October 9, 2016[63]

	
ASU[image: External link] vs. UNLV[image: External link] hockey
	



	October 13, 2016[64]

	
Sacramento Kings[image: External link] vs. Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]

	



	October 15, 2016[65]

	
Golden State Warriors[image: External link] vs. Los Angeles Lakers[image: External link]

	



	October 21, 2016[66]

	Keith Urban[image: External link]
	Ripcord World Tour[image: External link]



	October 22, 2016[67]

	The Rolling Stones[image: External link]
	



	October 28, 2016[68]

	
Five Finger Death Punch[image: External link] & Shinedown[image: External link]

	



	October 29, 2016[69]

	Kanye West[image: External link]
	Saint Pablo Tour[image: External link]



	November 2–6, 2016[70]

	
Professional Bull Riders[image: External link] World Finals
	



	November 17, 2016[71]

	Latin Grammy Awards[image: External link]
	



	November 19, 2016[72]

	Sergey Kovalev vs. Andre Ward[image: External link]
	



	November 26, 2016[73]

	Carrie Underwood[image: External link]
	Storyteller Tour: Stories in the Round[image: External link]



	December 9, 2016[74]

	
Maxwell[image: External link] & Mary J. Blige[image: External link]

	King and Queen of Hearts World Tour[image: External link]



	December 10, 2016[75]

	
Duke[image: External link] vs. UNLV[image: External link] basketball
	



	December 17, 2016[76]

	
Kentucky[image: External link] vs. North Carolina[image: External link] basketball

UCLA[image: External link] vs. Ohio State[image: External link] basketball
	CBS Sports Classic[image: External link]



	December 19–21, 2016[77]

	Play 4Kay Shootout
	Women's college basketball tournament



	December 30, 2016[78]

	UFC 207: Nunes vs. Rousey
	



	January 18–22, 2017[79]

	Cirque du Soleil[image: External link]
	Toruk: The First Flight[image: External link]



	January 26, 2017[80]

	Calibash Las Vegas
	Latin music festival



	January 27, 2017[81]

	Joel Osteen[image: External link]
	A Night of Hope



	February 9, 2017[82]

	Harlem Globetrotters[image: External link]
	2017 World Tour



	February 13, 2017[83]

	WWE Monday Night Raw[image: External link]
	



	February 25, 2017[84]

	Bon Jovi[image: External link]
	This House Is Not For Sale Tour[image: External link]



	March 4, 2017[85]

	UFC 209: Woodley vs. Thompson 2
	



	March 8–11, 2017[86]

	Pac-12 Men's Basketball Tournament[image: External link]
	



	April 2, 2017[87]

	Academy of Country Music Awards[image: External link]
	



	April 7–8, 2017

July 28–29, 2017

September 1–2, 2017

December 8–9, 2017[88]

	George Strait[image: External link]
	2 Nights of Number 1s



	April 22, 2017[89]

	John Mayer[image: External link]
	The Search for Everything World Tour[image: External link]



	May 6, 2017[90]

	Canelo Álvarez vs. Julio César Chávez Jr.[image: External link]
	



	May 21, 2017[91]

	Billboard Music Awards[image: External link]
	



	May 28, 2017[92]

	
New Kids on the Block[image: External link], Boyz II Men[image: External link] & Paula Abdul[image: External link]

	The Total Package Tour[image: External link]



	June 16, 2017[93]

	Roger Waters[image: External link]
	Us + Them Tour[image: External link]



	June 24, 2017[94]

	Queen + Adam Lambert[image: External link]
	Queen + Adam Lambert Tour 2017[image: External link]



	June 30, 2017[95]

	Future[image: External link]
	Nobody Safe Tour



	July 3, 2017[96]

	Iron Maiden[image: External link]
	The Book of Souls World Tour[image: External link]



	July 13, 2017[97]

	
Tim McGraw[image: External link] & Faith Hill[image: External link]

	Soul2Soul The World Tour 2017[image: External link]



	July 15, 2017[98]

	Bruno Mars[image: External link]
	24K Magic World Tour[image: External link]



	July 21, 2017[99]

	
Hall & Oates[image: External link] & Tears For Fears[image: External link]

	



	August 4, 2017[100]

	Ed Sheeran[image: External link]
	÷ Tour[image: External link]



	August 11, 2017

December 16, 2017[101]

	Lady Gaga[image: External link]
	Joanne World Tour[image: External link]



	September 28, 2017

October 1, 2017[102]

	Vegas Golden Knights preseason games[image: External link]
	



	September 30, 2017[103]

	Depeche Mode[image: External link]
	Global Spirit Tour[image: External link]



	November 1–5, 2017[104]

	
Professional Bull Riders[image: External link] World Finals
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UFC Fight Night: McDonald vs. Lineker





UFC Fight Night: McDonald vs. Lineker (also known as UFC Fight Night 91) was a mixed martial arts event produced by the Ultimate Fighting Championship held on July 13, 2016 at Denny Sanford Premier Center[image: External link] in Sioux Falls, South Dakota[image: External link].[2]
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 Background




The event was the first that the organization has hosted in South Dakota[image: External link].[2][3]

A lightweight bout between The Ultimate Fighter winners was scheduled to headline the event, as The Ultimate Fighter: Team Lesnar vs. Team dos Santos winner Tony Ferguson[image: External link] was expected to face The Ultimate Fighter: Live[image: External link] winner Michael Chiesa[image: External link].[4] However, Chiesa pulled out due to a back injury on June 27.[5] On the following day, it was announced that promotional newcomer Lando Vannata[image: External link] would replace him and the bout would be moved to the co-main event, as a bantamweight bout between former interim UFC Bantamweight Championship challenger Michael McDonald[image: External link] and John Lineker[image: External link] was revealed as the new headliner.[6]

Alex White[image: External link] was expected to face The Ultimate Fighter: Team McGregor vs. Team Faber[image: External link] winner Ryan Hall[image: External link], but pulled out on June 28 due to an undisclosed injury. Hall elected to fight on a different date rather than have the promotion find him a replacement.[7]
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 Results






	Main Card (Fox Sports 1)



	Weight class
	
	
	
	Method
	Round
	Time
	Notes



	Bantamweight
	John Lineker[image: External link]
	def.
	Michael McDonald[image: External link]
	KO (punches)
	1
	2:43
	



	Lightweight
	Tony Ferguson[image: External link]
	def.
	Lando Vannata[image: External link]
	Submission (D'Arce choke)
	2
	2:22
	



	Middleweight
	Tim Boetsch[image: External link]
	def.
	Josh Samman[image: External link]
	TKO (punches)
	2
	3:49
	



	Heavyweight
	Daniel Omielańczuk[image: External link]
	def.
	Oleksiy Oliynyk[image: External link]
	Decision (majority) (28-28, 29-28, 29-28)
	3
	5:00
	



	Welterweight
	Keita Nakamura[image: External link]
	def.
	Kyle Noke[image: External link]
	Submission (rear-naked choke)
	2
	4:59
	



	Flyweight
	Louis Smolka[image: External link]
	def.
	Ben Nguyen[image: External link]
	TKO (punches and elbows)
	2
	4:41
	



	Preliminary Card (Fox Sports 1)



	Women's Bantamweight
	Katlyn Chookagian
	def.
	Lauren Murphy[image: External link]
	Decision (unanimous) (29-28, 29-28, 29-28)
	3
	5:00
	



	Middleweight
	Sam Alvey[image: External link]
	def.
	Eric Spicely
	Submission (guillotine choke)
	1
	2:43
	



	Women's Strawweight
	Cortney Casey
	def.
	Cristina Stanciu
	TKO (elbows)
	1
	2:36
	



	Lightweight
	Scott Holtzman[image: External link]
	def.
	Cody Pfister[image: External link]
	Decision (unanimous) (30-27, 30-27, 29-28)
	3
	5:00
	



	Preliminary Card (UFC Fight Pass)



	Bantamweight
	Rani Yahya[image: External link]
	def.
	Matthew Lopez
	Submission (arm-triangle choke)
	3
	4:19
	



	Middleweight
	Alex Nicholson
	def.
	Devin Clark
	KO (punch)
	1
	4:57
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 Bonus awards




The following fighters were awarded $50,000 bonuses:[9]


	Fight of the Night: Tony Ferguson vs. Lando Vannata

	
Performance of the Night: John Lineker and Louis Smolka
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Mixed martial Arts





Mixed martial arts (MMA) is a full-contact combat sport[image: External link] that allows both striking[image: External link] and grappling[image: External link], both standing and on the ground, using techniques from other combat sports and martial arts[image: External link]. The first documented use of the term mixed martial arts was in a review of UFC 1 by television critic Howard Rosenberg[image: External link] in 1993.[1] The term gained popularity when newfullcontact.com, then one of the largest websites covering the sport, hosted and republished the article.[2] The question of who actually coined the term is subject to debate.[3]

During the early 20th century, various mixed-style contests took place throughout Japan and the Pacific Rim[image: External link]. In 1980 CV Productions, Inc.[image: External link], created the first regulated MMA league in the United States, named Tough Guy Contest, later renamed Battle of the Superfighters. The company sanctioned ten tournaments in Pennsylvania[image: External link]. However, in 1983 the Pennsylvania State Senate[image: External link] passed a bill prohibiting the sport.[4][5]

In 1993, the Gracie family[image: External link] brought vale tudo[image: External link], developed in Brazil from the 1920s, to the United States by founding the Ultimate Fighting Championship (UFC) MMA promotion company.[6]

Originally promoted as a competition to find the most effective martial arts[image: External link] for real unarmed combat, competitors from different fighting styles were pitted against one another in contests with relatively few rules.[7] Later, individual fighters employed multiple martial arts into their style. MMA promoters were pressured to adopt additional rules[image: External link] to increase competitors' safety, to comply with sport regulations and to broaden mainstream acceptance of the sport.[8] Following these changes, the sport has seen increased popularity with a pay-per-view[image: External link] business that rivals boxing[image: External link] and professional wrestling[image: External link].[9]
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 Men's competition
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 Early history




In Ancient Greece[image: External link] there was a sport called pankration[image: External link], which featured a combination of grappling and striking skills similar to those found in modern MMA. Pankration was formed by a combination of the already established wrestling and boxing traditions and, in Olympic terms, first featured in the 33rd Olympiad[image: External link], 648 B.C. All strikes and holds were allowed with the exception of biting and gouging, which were banned. Fighters, also known as pankratists, fought until a fighter submitted; there were no rounds.[10] According to E. Norman Gardiner, 'No branch of athletics was more popular than the pankration.'[11] From its origins in Ancient Greece, pankration was later passed on to the Romans[image: External link].[12]

The mid nineteenth century saw the prominence of the new sport savate[image: External link] in the combat sports circle. At that time, French fighters wanted to test out the sport against the traditional combat styles of its time. In 1852, a contest was held in France between French savateurs and English bare-knuckle boxers[image: External link] in which French fighter Rambaud alias la Resistance fought English fighter Dickinson and won using his kicks. However, the English team still won the four other match-ups during the contest.[13] Since then other similar contest also occurred by the late 19th to mid-20th century between French Savateurs and other combat styles. Examples include a 1905 fight between a French savateur George Dubois and a judo[image: External link] practitioner Re-nierand which resulted in the latter winning by submission, as well as the highly publicized 1957 fight between French savateur and professional boxer[image: External link] Jacques Cayron and a young Japanese karateka[image: External link] named Mochizuki Hiroo which ended when Cayron knocked Hiroo out with a hook[image: External link].[13]

No-holds-barred fighting reportedly took place in the late 1880s when wrestlers representing styles, Greco-Roman wrestling[image: External link] and many others met in tournaments and music-hall challenge matches throughout Europe. In the USA, the first major encounter between a boxer and a wrestler in modern times took place in 1887 when John L. Sullivan[image: External link], then heavyweight world boxing champion, entered the ring with his trainer, Greco-Roman Wrestling champion William Muldoon[image: External link], and was slammed to the mat in two minutes. The next publicized encounter occurred in the late 1890s when future heavyweight boxing champion Bob Fitzsimmons[image: External link] took on European Greco-Roman Wrestling champion Ernest Roeber[image: External link]. In September 1901, Frank "Paddy" Slavin, who had been a contender for Sullivan's boxing title, knocked out future world wrestling champion Frank Gotch[image: External link] in Dawson City[image: External link], Canada.[14] The judo-practitioner Ren-nierand who gained fame after defeating George Dubois, would fight again in another similar contest against Ukrainian wrestler Ivan Poddubny and lost.[13]

Another early example of mixed martial arts was Bartitsu[image: External link], which Edward William Barton-Wright[image: External link] founded in London in 1899. Combining judo[image: External link], jujutsu[image: External link], boxing[image: External link], savate[image: External link] and canne de combat[image: External link] (French stick fighting), Bartitsu was the first martial art known to have combined Asian and European fighting styles,[15] and which saw MMA-style contests throughout England, pitting European and Japanese champions against representatives of various European wrestling styles.[15]



	Timeline of major events



	Ancient Greece
	
	– Pankration[image: External link]




	Late 19th century
	
	– Hybrid martial arts[image: External link]




	Late 1880s
	
	– Early NHB and Mixed Style contests



	1899
	
	– Barton-Wright and Bartitsu[image: External link]




	Early 1900s
	
	– Merikan contests



	1920s
	
	– Early vale tudo[image: External link] and Gracie Challenge[image: External link]




	1960s and 1970s
	
	– Bruce Lee and Jeet Kune Do[image: External link]





	1970s
	
	– Antonio Inoki[image: External link] and Ishu Kakutōgi Sen




	1985
	
	– Shooto[image: External link] forms



	1989
	
	– First professional Shooto event



	1991
	
	– First Desafio[image: External link] ( BJJ[image: External link] vs. Luta Livre) event



	1993
	
	– Pancrase[image: External link] forms



	1993
	
	– UFC[image: External link] forms



	Mid/Late 1990s
	
	– International Vale Tudo



	1997–2007
	
	– PRIDE FC[image: External link] and UFC era



	2000
	
	– New Jersey SACB[image: External link] develops Unified rules[image: External link]




	2001
	
	– Zuffa buys UFC



	2005
	
	– The Ultimate Fighter Debuts



	2005
	
	– US Army[image: External link] begins sanctioning MMA



	2006
	
	– UFC dominance and international growth



	2006
	
	– Zuffa buys WFA[image: External link] and WEC[image: External link]




	2006
	
	– UFC 66 generates over a million PPV[image: External link] buys



	2007
	
	– Zuffa buys PRIDE FC



	2008
	
	– EliteXC: Primetime[image: External link] gains 6.5 million peak viewers on CBS[image: External link]




	2009
	
	– Strikeforce[image: External link] holds 1st major card[image: External link] with female main event



	2011
	
	– WEC merged with UFC



	2011
	
	– Zuffa buys Strikeforce



	2011
	
	– UFC on Fox[image: External link] gains 8.8 million peak viewers on Fox[image: External link]




	2016
	
	– WMG/ IMG[image: External link] buys UFC for US$4 billion




The history of modern MMA competition can be traced to mixed style contests throughout Europe, Japan, and the Pacific Rim during the early 1900s;[16] In Japan these contests were known as merikan, from the Japanese slang for "American [fighting]". Merikan contests were fought under a variety of rules, including points decision, best of three throws or knockdowns, and victory via knockout or submission.[17]

As the popularity of professional wrestling waned after World War I[image: External link], the sport split into two genres: " shoot[image: External link]", in which the fighters actually competed, and " show[image: External link]", which evolved into modern professional wrestling[image: External link].[18]

In 1936, heavyweight boxing contender Kingfish Levinsky[image: External link] and veteran professional wrestler Ray Steele[image: External link] competed in a mixed match, which Steele won in 35 seconds.[18]

In 1963, " Judo[image: External link]" Gene Lebell[image: External link] fought professional boxer Milo Savage in a no-holds-barred[image: External link] match. Lebell won by Harai Goshi[image: External link] to rear naked choke, leaving Savage unconscious. This was the first televised bout of mixed-style fighting in North America. The hometown crowd was so enraged that they began to boo and throw chairs at Lebell.[19]

During the late 1960s to early 1970s, the concept of combining the elements of multiple martial arts was popularized in the west by Bruce Lee[image: External link] via his system of Jeet Kune Do[image: External link]. Lee believed that "the best fighter is not a Boxer, Karate or Judo man. The best fighter is someone who can adapt to any style, to be formless, to adopt an individual's own style and not following the system of styles." In 2004, UFC President Dana White would call Lee the "father of mixed martial arts" stating: "If you look at the way Bruce Lee trained, the way he fought, and many of the things he wrote, he said the perfect style was no style. You take a little something from everything. You take the good things from every different discipline, use what works, and you throw the rest away".[20] A contemporary of Bruce Lee, Wing Chun[image: External link] practitioner Wong Shun Leung[image: External link], gained prominence fighting in over 60-100 illegal beimo[image: External link] fights against other Chinese martial artist of various styles. In his career, Wong also fought and won against Western fighters and other combat styles such as his match against a Russian boxer named Giko,[21] his televised fight against a fencer[image: External link],[22] and his well-documented fight against Taiwanese martial artist Wu Ming Jeet.[23] Like Bruce Lee, Wong also combined boxing and kickboxing[image: External link] into his kung fu[image: External link].

There were "Karate vs. Muay Thai fights" February 12, 1963. The three karate fighters from Oyama dojo ( kyokushin[image: External link] later) went to the Lumpinee Boxing Stadium in Thailand, and fought against three Muay Thai fighters. The three kyokushin karate fighters' names are Tadashi Nakamura[image: External link], Kenji Kurosaki and Akio Fujihira (also known as Noboru Osawa). The Muay Thai team were composed of only one authentic Thai fighter.[24] Japan won by 2–1: Tadashi Nakamura and Akio Fujihira both KOed opponents by punch while Kenji Kurosaki, who fought the Thai, was KOed by elbow. This should be noted that the only Japanese loser Kenji Kurosaki was then a kyokushin instructor rather than a contender and temporarily designated as a substitute for the absent chosen fighter. On June of the same year, karateka and future kickboxer Tadashi Sawamura[image: External link] faced against top Thai fighter Samarn Sor Adisorn, in which Sawamura was knocked down 16 times and defeated.[24] Sawamura would use what he learned in that fight to incorporate in the evolving kickboxing tournaments.

Muhammad Ali vs. Antonio Inoki[image: External link] took place in Japan in 1976. Both fighters refused to engage in the other's style and after a 15-round stalemate, it was declared a draw. Inoki flopped to his back for the duration of the bout and kicked Ali's legs. Ali had sustained a substantial amount of damage to his legs, causing him to be hospitalized for the next three days.[25]

In 1988 Rick Roufus[image: External link] challenged Changpuek Kiatsongrit[image: External link] to a non-title Muay Thai[image: External link] vs. kickboxing[image: External link] super fight. Rick Roufus was at the time an undefeated Kickboxer and held both the KICK[image: External link] Super Middleweight World title and the PKC Middleweight U.S title. Changpuek Kiatsongrit was finding it increasingly difficult to get fights in Thailand as his weight (70 kg) was not typical for Thailand, where competitive bouts at tend to be at the lower weights. Roufus knocked Changpuek down twice with punches in the first round, breaking Changpuek's jaw, but lost by knockout in the fourth round due to the culmination of low kicks that he was unprepared for.[26]
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 Modern sport




The movement that led to the creation of the American and Japanese mixed martial arts scenes was rooted in two interconnected subcultures[image: External link] and two grappling styles, namely Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu[image: External link] and shoot wrestling[image: External link]. First were the vale tudo[image: External link] events in Brazil, followed by the Japanese shoot[image: External link]-style wrestling shows.

Vale tudo began in the 1920s and became renowned with the "Gracie challenge[image: External link]" issued by Carlos Gracie[image: External link] and Hélio Gracie[image: External link] and upheld later on by descendants of the Gracie family[image: External link].The "Gracie Challenges" were held in the garages and gyms of the Gracie family members. When the popularity grew, these types of mixed bouts were a staple attraction at the carnivals in Brazil.[27] Early mixed-match martial arts professional wrestling[image: External link] bouts in Japan (known as Ishu Kakutōgi Sen (異種格闘技戦), literally "heterogeneous combat sports bouts") became popular with Antonio Inoki[image: External link] in the 1970s. Inoki was a disciple of Rikidōzan[image: External link], but also of Karl Gotch[image: External link] who trained numerous Japanese wrestlers in catch wrestling[image: External link].

Regulated mixed martial arts competitions were first introduced in the United States by CV Productions, Inc.[image: External link]. Its first competition named Tough Guy Contest was held on March 20, 1980, New Kensington, Pennsylvania[image: External link], Holiday Inn[image: External link]. During that year the company renamed the brand to Super Fighters and sanctioned ten regulated tournaments in Pennsylvania[image: External link]. In 1983 Pennsylvania State Senate passed a bill that specifically called for: "Prohibiting Tough Guy contests or Battle of the Brawlers contests", and ended the sport.[4][5][28] In 1993 the sport got reintroduced in the United States by the Ultimate Fighting Championship (UFC).[29] The sport gained international exposure and widespread publicity when jiu-jitsu fighter Royce Gracie[image: External link] won the first Ultimate Fighting Championship tournament, submitting three challengers in a total of just five minutes,[30] sparking a revolution in martial arts.[31][32]

Japan had its own form of mixed martial arts discipline Shooto[image: External link] that evolved from shoot wrestling in 1985, as well as the shoot wrestling derivative Pancrase[image: External link] founded as a promotion in 1993. The first Vale Tudo Japan[image: External link] tournaments were held in 1994 and 1995, both were won by Rickson Gracie[image: External link]. Around the same time, International Vale Tudo competition started to develop through (World Vale Tudo Championship (WVC), VTJ[image: External link], IVC[image: External link], UVF etc.). Interest in mixed martial arts as a sport resulted in the creation of the Pride Fighting Championships[image: External link] (Pride) in 1997, where again Rickson participated and won.[33]

The sport reached a new peak of popularity in North America in the December 2006 rematch between then UFC light heavyweight champion Chuck Liddell[image: External link] and former champion Tito Ortiz[image: External link], rivaling the PPV[image: External link] sales of some of the biggest boxing events of all time,[34] and helping the UFC's 2006 PPV gross surpass that of any promotion in PPV history. In 2007, Zuffa LLC, the owners of the UFC MMA promotion, bought Japanese rival MMA brand Pride FC[image: External link], merging the contracted fighters under one promotion[35] and drawing comparisons to the consolidation that occurred in other sports, such as the AFL-NFL Merger[image: External link] in American football[image: External link].[36]
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 Origin of 'MMA'




The first documented use of the name mixed martial arts was in a review of UFC 1 by television critic Howard Rosenberg[image: External link], in 1993.[1] The term gained popularity when the website newfullcontact.com, then one of the biggest covering the sport, hosted and reprinted the article. The first use of the term by a promotion was in September 1995 by Rick Blume, president and CEO of Battlecade Extreme Fighting, just after UFC 7.[37] UFC official Jeff Blatnick[image: External link] was responsible for the Ultimate Fighting Championship officially adopting the name mixed martial arts. It was previously marketed as "Ultimate Fighting" and "No Holds Barred (NHB)", until Blatnick and John McCarthy[image: External link] proposed the name 'MMA' at the UFC 17 rules meeting in response to increased public criticism.[38] The question of who actually coined the name is a question still in debate.[3]
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 Regulation




The first state regulated MMA event was held in Biloxi, Mississippi on August 23, 1996 with the sanctioning of IFC's Mayhem in Mississippi[39] show by the Mississippi Athletic Commission under William Lyons. The rules used were an adaptation of the kickboxing rules already accepted by most state athletic commissions. These modified kickboxing rules allowed for take downs and ground fighting and did away with rounds but did allow for fighters to be stood up by the referee and restarted if there was no action on the ground. These rules were the first in modern MMA to define fouls, fighting surfaces and the use of the cage.

In March 1997, the Iowa Athletic Commission officially sanctioned Battlecade Extreme Fighting[image: External link] under a modified form of its existing rules for Shootfighting[image: External link]. These rules created the 3, 5 minute round, one-minute break format, and mandated shootfighting gloves as well as weight classes for the first time. Illegal blows were listed as groin strikes, head butting, biting, eye gouging, hair pulling, striking an opponent with an elbow while the opponent is on the mat, kidney strikes, and striking the back of the head with closed fist. Holding onto the ring or cage for any reason was defined as foul.[40][41] While there are minor differences between these and the final Unified Rules, notably regarding elbow-strikes, the Iowa rules allowed mixed martial arts promoters to conduct essentially modern events legally, anywhere in the state. On March 28, 1997, Extreme Fighting 4 was held under these rules, making it the first show conducted under a version of the modern rules.

In April 2000, the California State Athletic Commission[image: External link] voted unanimously in favor of regulations that later became the foundation for the Unified Rules of Mixed Martial Arts[image: External link]. However, when the legislation was sent to the California capital in Sacramento for review, it was determined that the sport fell outside the jurisdiction of the CSAC, rendering the vote superfluous.[42]

On September 30, 2000, the New Jersey State Athletic Control Board[image: External link] (NJSACB) began to allow mixed martial arts promoters to conduct events in New Jersey. The first event was an IFC event titled Battleground 2000 held in Atlantic City. The intent was to allow the NJSACB to observe actual events and gather information to establish a comprehensive set of rules to effectively regulate the sport.[43]

On April 3, 2001, the NJSACB held a meeting to discuss the regulation of mixed martial arts events. This meeting attempted to unify the myriad rules and regulations which have been utilized by the different mixed martial arts organizations. At this meeting, the proposed uniform rules were agreed upon by the NJSACB, several other regulatory bodies, numerous promoters of mixed martial arts events and other interested parties in attendance. At the conclusion of the meeting, all parties in attendance were able to agree upon a uniform set of rules to govern the sport of mixed martial arts.[43]

The rules adopted by the NJSACB have become the de facto standard set of rules for professional mixed martial arts across North America. On July 30, 2009, a motion was made at the annual meeting of the Association of Boxing Commissions[image: External link] to adopt these rules as the "Unified Rules of Mixed Martial Arts". The motion passed unanimously.[44]

In November 2005 the United States Army[image: External link] began to sanction mixed martial arts with the first annual Army Combatives Championships held by the US Army Combatives School[image: External link].[45]

Canada[image: External link] formally decriminalized mixed martial arts with a vote on Bill S-209 on June 5, 2013. The bill allows for provinces to have the power to create athletic commissions to regulate and sanction professional mixed martial arts bouts.[46]
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 MMA organizations




See: MMA organizations[image: External link]



[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Promotions




According to MMA portal[image: External link] Tapology.com listings; there are hundreds of MMA promotions around the world producing MMA events.[47]

Since the UFC came to prominence in mainstream media[image: External link] in 2006, and with their 2007 merger with Pride FC and following purchase of WEC[image: External link] and Strikeforce[image: External link], no companies have presented significant competition,[48] and the UFC has under contract almost all of the top ranked[image: External link] talent.[49] On April 30, 2011, UFC 129 set a new North American MMA attendance record, drawing 55,724 at the Rogers Centre[image: External link] in Toronto; the event also set a new MMA world record for the highest paid gate at $12,075,000[50] and is the highest gate in Toronto for any event.[51]

In 2011, the UFC reached a multi-year deal with the Fox Sports[image: External link] network, a tremendous milestone in the organization, bringing the sport to mainstream media.[52] The UFC also broadcasts their shows live to other networks around the world.

Outside of the UFC, the current secondary major MMA promotions that also have on their roster at least 3 top 15 ranked fighters are:


	
Bellator MMA[image: External link]. Based out of Newport Beach, California, United States. Broadcasts their fights locally on Spike TV[image: External link] and other networks around the world.

	
ONE Championship[image: External link]. Based out of Kallang, Singapore[image: External link]. Broadcasts their fights locally on ESPN Star Sports[image: External link] and other networks around the world.

	
World Series of Fighting[image: External link]. Based out of Las Vegas, Nevada, United States. Broadcasts their fights locally on NBC Sports[image: External link] and other networks around the world.

	
Invicta FC[image: External link] (all female MMA). Based out of Enka, North Carolina, United States. Broadcasts their fights on UFC Fight-Pass online subscription service.[53]





	

	Though ranked #20 promotion overall; Japanese, all female MMA promotion JEWELS[image: External link] (DEEP JEWELS) which formed a strategic partnership to cross-promote with Invicta FC since 2012,[54] has many top ranked fighters in their female Atomweight[image: External link] division.[55][56]








Fighters usually get contracts in the above promotions including the UFC after competing successfully in other MMA organisations from around the world.

Some MMA promotions tend to exist more to build up prospects while others have a good mix of prospect/veteran. Some exist only to be feeder leagues to the bigger promotions, others exist to try and be the best in the world. Some promotions only do 4 shows a year while others are doing them monthly. The top 50 regional MMA promotions in the world, compiled on Sherdog[image: External link] forum, have been evaluated by how much talent the promotion currently has, has had in the past, and how notable their fighting venues are while doing so. Popularity has some influence as well. (updated November 2014):[57]


	1. Cage Warriors Fighting Championship[image: External link] (CWFC). Based out of London, England, UK. Broadcasts their fights locally on Premier Sports[image: External link] and other networks around the world.

	2. M-1 Global[image: External link]. Based out of St. Petersburg, Russia. Broadcasts their fights locally on Russia-2[image: External link] and on Fight Network[image: External link] internationally.

	3. Jungle Fight[image: External link]. Based out of Manaus, Brazil. Broadcasts their fights locally on SporTV[image: External link] and ESPN Deportes[image: External link] in the USA.

	4. Konfrontacja Sztuk Walki[image: External link] (KSW). Based out of: Warsaw, Poland. Broadcasts their fights locally on Polsat Sport[image: External link] and on Fight Network[image: External link] internationally.

	5. Fight Nights (Russia)[image: External link]. Based out of Moscow, Russia. Broadcasts their fights locally on Russia-2[image: External link] and REN TV[image: External link], and on UFC Fight-Pass online subscription service internationally.[53]


	6. Resurrection Fighting Alliance[image: External link] (RFA). Based out of Kearney, Nebraska, USA. Broadcasts their fights locally on AXS TV Fights[image: External link].

	7. Legacy Fighting Championships (LFC). Based out of Houston, Texas, USA. Broadcasts their fights locally on AXS TV Fights[image: External link].

	8. Titan Fighting Championship[image: External link]. Based out of Kansas City, Kansas, USA. Broadcasts their fights locally on UFC Fight-Pass online subscription service.[53]


	9. Shooto South America[image: External link] (ShootoBrazil). Based out of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil. Broadcasts internationally on UFC Fight-Pass online subscription service.[53]


	10. British Association of Mixed Martial Arts[image: External link] (BAMMA). Based out of London, England. Broadcasts their fights locally on Channel 5 (UK)[image: External link] and other networks around the world.



See rest of list in main article.
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 Gyms




There are hundreds of MMA training facilities throughout the world.[58][59]

These are the current top 10 MMA Gyms in the world based on how many top 15 ranked UFC fighters they currently train. There are 160 fighters who train at over 80 different gyms at the top 15 rankings in the UFC 10 divisions. The rankings are based on a system where a champion earns their gym a score of 25 points. A #1 contender is worth 15 points, a #2 contender is worth 10 points with a decrease in ranking equaling a decrease of 1 point until the ranking reaches #10. From there, rankings 11-15 are each worth 1 point. (updated July 2015):[60]


	1. Nova União[image: External link] located in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil

	2. Jackson-Winkeljohn MMA[image: External link] located in Albuquerque, New Mexico

	3. American Kickboxing Academy[image: External link] (AKA) located in San Jose, California.

	4. Team Alpha Male[image: External link] located in Sacramento, California.

	5. American Top Team[image: External link] (ATT) located in Coconut Creek, Florida.

	6. Kings MMA[image: External link] located in Huntington Beach, California.

	7. Blackzilians[image: External link] located in Boca Raton, Florida.

	8. Serra-Longo[image: External link] located in Long Island, New York.

	9. Glendale Fighting Club located in Glendale, California.

	10. Black House[image: External link] (Team Nogueira) based out of Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.
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 Media




Web data traffic ranking leader Alexa Internet[image: External link] lists 50 online media outlets under its "MMA news and media" website category. As of October 17, 2015: the top 10 most popular websites covering the sport are:[61]


	1. Sherdog[image: External link].com

	2. MMAFighting.com[image: External link]


	3. UFC[image: External link].com

	4. MMAjunkie.com[image: External link]


	5. MMAMania.com[image: External link]


	6. Bloodyelbow.com[image: External link]


	7. Mixedmartialarts.com

	8. Espn.go.com[image: External link]/mma

	9. Foxsports.com[image: External link]/ufc

	10. MMAWeekly.com
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 Fighter development




As a result of an increased number of competitors, organized training camps, information sharing, and modern kinesiology[image: External link], the understanding of the combat-effectiveness of various strategies has been greatly improved. UFC commentator Joe Rogan[image: External link] claimed that martial arts evolved more in the ten years following 1993 than in the preceding 700 years combined.[62]




"During his reign atop the sport in the late 1990s he was the prototype — he could strike with the best strikers; he could grapple with the best grapplers; his endurance was second to none. "





— describing UFC champion Frank Shamrock[image: External link]'s early dominance[63]


The high profile of modern MMA promotions such as UFC and Pride has fostered an accelerated development of the sport. The early 1990s saw a wide variety of traditional styles competing in the sport.[64] However, early competition saw varying levels of success among disparate styles. In the early 1990s, practitioners of grappling based styles such as Brazilian jiu-jitsu[image: External link] dominated competition in the United States. Practitioners of striking based arts such as boxing[image: External link], kickboxing[image: External link], and karate[image: External link] who were unfamiliar with submission grappling proved to be unprepared to deal with its submission techniques[image: External link].[65][66][67][68][69] As competitions became more and more common, those with a base in striking arts became more competitive as they cross trained in arts based around takedowns[image: External link] and submission holds.[69] Likewise, those from the varying grappling styles added striking techniques to their arsenal. This increase of cross-training[image: External link] resulted in fighters becoming increasingly multidimensional and well-rounded in their skill-sets.

The new hybridization of fighting styles can be seen in the technique of "ground and pound" developed by wrestling-based UFC pioneers such as Dan Severn[image: External link], Don Frye[image: External link] and Mark Coleman[image: External link]. These wrestlers realized the need for the incorporation of strikes on the ground as well as on the feet, and incorporated ground striking into their grappling-based styles. Mark Coleman stated at UFC 14 that his strategy was to "Ground him and pound him" which may be the first televised use of the term.

Since the late 1990s, both strikers and grapplers have been successful at MMA, though it is rare to see any fighter who is not schooled in both striking and grappling arts reach the highest levels of competition.

The greatest MMA fighter of all time is considered by experts, fighters and fans to be either heavyweight Fedor Emelianenko[image: External link] or middleweight Anderson Silva.[70] UFC color commentator[image: External link] Joe Rogan[image: External link] responded to a fan's question: "Joe, is Fedor the Greatest Of All Time? It's him or Anderson, and I could see the argument going either way honestly. Both guys have had truly magical moments in competition against some of the best in the world."[71]
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 Rules




See: Mixed martial arts rules[image: External link]


The rules for modern mixed martial arts competitions have changed significantly since the early days of vale tudo[image: External link], Japanese shoot wrestling[image: External link], and UFC 1, and even more from the historic style of pankration[image: External link]. As the knowledge of fighting techniques spread among fighters and spectators, it became clear that the original minimalist rule systems needed to be amended.[72] The main motivations for these rule changes were protection of the health of the fighters, the desire to shed the perception of "barbarism and lawlessness", and to be recognized as a legitimate sport.[citation needed[image: External link]]

The new rules included the introduction of weight classes[image: External link]; as knowledge about submissions spread, differences in weight had become a significant factor. There are nine different weight classes in the Unified Rules of Mixed Martial Arts[image: External link]. These nine weight classes include flyweight[image: External link] (up to 125 lb / 56.7 kg), bantamweight[image: External link] (up to 135 lb / 61.2 kg), featherweight[image: External link] (up to 145 lb / 65.8 kg), lightweight[image: External link] (up to 155 lb / 70.3 kg), welterweight[image: External link] (up to 170 lb / 77.1 kg), middleweight[image: External link] (up to 185 lb / 83.9 kg), light heavyweight[image: External link] (up to 205 lb / 93.0 kg), heavyweight[image: External link] (up to 265 lb / 120.2 kg), and super heavyweight[image: External link] with no upper weight limit.[43]

Small, open-fingered gloves[image: External link] were introduced to protect fists, reduce the occurrence of cuts (and stoppages due to cuts) and encourage fighters to use their hands for striking to allow more captivating matches. Gloves were first made mandatory in Japan's Shooto[image: External link] promotion and were later adopted by the UFC as it developed into a regulated sport. Most professional fights have the fighters wear 4 oz gloves, whereas some jurisdictions require amateurs to wear a slightly heavier 6 oz glove for more protection for the hands and wrists.

Time limits were established to avoid long fights with little action where competitors conserved their strength. Matches without time limits also complicated the airing of live events. The time limits in most professional fights are three 5 minute rounds, and championship fights are normally five 5 minute rounds. Similar motivations produced the "stand up" rule, where the referee can stand fighters up if it is perceived that both are resting on the ground or not advancing toward a dominant position.[72]

In the U.S., state athletic and boxing commissions have played a crucial role in the introduction of additional rules because they oversee MMA in a similar fashion to boxing. In Japan and most of Europe, there is no regulating authority over competitions, so these organizations have greater freedom in rule development and event structure.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Previously, Japan-based organization Pride Fighting Championships[image: External link] held an opening 10-minute round followed by two five-minute rounds. Stomps, soccer kicks and knees to the head of a grounded opponent are legal, but elbow strikes to the head are not.[73] This rule set is more predominant in the Asian-based organizations as opposed to European and American rules. More recently, Singapore-based organization ONE Championship[image: External link] allows soccer kicks and knees to the head of a grounded opponent as well as elbow strikes to the head, but does not allow head stomps.[74]
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 Victory




Victory in a match is normally gained either by the judges' decision after an allotted amount of time has elapsed, a stoppage by the referee (for example if a competitor can not defend himself intelligently) or the fight doctor (due to an injury), a submission[image: External link], by a competitor's cornerman[image: External link] throwing in the towel, or by knockout[image: External link].

Knockout (KO): as soon as a fighter is unable to continue due to legal strikes, his opponent is declared the winner. As MMA rules allow submissions and ground and pound[image: External link], the fight is stopped to prevent further injury to the fighter.

Submission: a fighter may admit defeat during a match by:


	a tap on the opponent's body or mat/floor

	a verbal submission



Technical Submission: the referee stops the match when the fighter is caught in a submission hold and is in danger of being injured. Often it is when a fighter gets choked unconscious; other times it is when a bone has been broken in a submission hold (a broken arm due to a kimura, etc.)

Technical Knockout (TKO)


	Referee stoppage: The ref may stop a match in progress if:

	a fighter becomes dominant to the point where the opponent can not intelligently defend himself and is taking excessive damage as a result

	a fighter appears to be losing consciousness as he/she is being struck

	a fighter appears to have a significant injury such as a cut or a broken bone







Doctor Stoppage/Cut: the referee will call for a time out if a fighter's ability to continue is in question as a result of apparent injuries, such as a large cut. The ring doctor will inspect the fighter and stop the match if the fighter is deemed unable to continue safely, rendering the opponent the winner. However, if the match is stopped as a result of an injury from illegal actions by the opponent, either a disqualification or no contest will be issued instead.

Corner stoppage: a fighter's corner men may announce defeat on the fighter's behalf by throwing in the towel during the match in progress or between rounds. This is normally done when a fighter is being beaten to the point where it is dangerous and unnecessary to continue. In some cases, the fighter may be injured.

Retirement: a fighter is so dazed or exhausted that he/she cannot physically continue fighting. Usually occurs between rounds.

Decision: if the match goes the distance, then the outcome of the bout is determined by three judges. The judging criteria are organization-specific.

Forfeit: a fighter or his representative may forfeit a match prior to the beginning of the match, thereby losing the match.

Disqualification: a "warning" will be given when a fighter commits a foul or illegal action or does not follow the referee's instruction. Three warnings will result in a disqualification. Moreover, if a fighter is unable to continue due to a deliberate illegal technique from his opponent, the opponent will be disqualified.

No Contest: in the event that both fighters commit a violation of the rules, or a fighter is unable to continue due to an injury from an accidental illegal technique, the match will be declared a "No Contest" except in the case of a technical decision in the unified rules.

Technical decision: in the unified rules of MMA, if a fighter is unable to continue due to an accidental illegal technique late in the fight, a technical decision is rendered by the judges based on who is ahead on the judges' scorecards at that time. In a three-round fight, two rounds must be completed for a technical decision to be awarded and in a five-round fight, three rounds must be completed.
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 Fighter ranking




MMA fighters get ranked according to their performance and outcome of their fights and level of competition they faced. The most popular and used, ranking portals are:


	
Fight Matrix[image: External link]: Ranks up to 250-500 fighters worldwide for every possible division male and female.

	
Sherdog[image: External link]: Ranks top 10 fighters worldwide only for current available UFC divisions. Also used by ESPN[image: External link].

	
SB Nation[image: External link]: Ranks top 14 fighters worldwide only for male divisions. Also used by USA Today[image: External link].

	
MMAjunkie.com[image: External link]: Ranks top 10 fighters worldwide for current UFC available divisions.

	
UFC[image: External link]: Ranks top 15 contenders, UFC signed fighters only, as per UFC divisions. (For example: #2 means the fighter is #3 for the UFC, behind the Champion and the #1)

	Tapology: Ranks top 10 fighters worldwide for every possible division.[75]


	
Sports Illustrated[image: External link]: Ranks top 10 fighters worldwide for current UFC available divisions.[76]


	MMA Rising: Ranks top 10 fighters worldwide in every possible division.[77] Notable for their Unified Women's Mixed Martial Arts. Rankings[78][79]


	MMA Weekly: Ranks top 10 male fighters worldwide in every possible division, and P4P for female fighters.[80] Also used by Yahoo! Sports[image: External link].

	
Bleacher Report[image: External link]: Ranks top 10 UFC fighters in each division.

	Fight! Magazine: Ranks top 5 fighters and only in male divisions.[81]


	Ranking MMA: Ranks top 20 male fighters worldwide in each division and also by promotions.[82]


	Oddsshark.com: Ranks top 10 fighters worldwide in current UFC divisions.

	GroundandPound.de: Ranks top 10 European male fighters in all divisions.[83]


	MMAViking: Ranks top 5 Scandinavian male fighters in all divisions and Scandinavian female pound for pound.[84]
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 Clothing




Mixed martial arts promotions typically require that male fighters wear shorts in addition to being barechested[image: External link], thus precluding the use of gi[image: External link] or fighting kimono to inhibit or assist submission[image: External link] holds. Male fighters are required by most athletic commissions to wear groin protectors underneath their trunks.[43] Female fighters wear short shorts[image: External link] and sports bras[image: External link] or other similarly snug-fitting tops. Both male and female fighters are required to wear a mouthguard[image: External link].[43]

The need for flexibility in the legs combined with durability prompted the creation of various fighting shorts brands, which then spawned a range of mixed martial arts clothing[image: External link] and casual wear available to the public.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Fighting area




According to UFC Rules and Regulations, an MMA competition or exhibition may be held in a ring or a fenced area. The fenced area can be round or have at least six sides. There are variations on the cage such as replacing the metal fencing with a net, or using a different shape for the area other than an octagon, as the term "The Octagon" is trademarked by the UFC (though the 8-sided shape itself is not trademarked).[85] The fenced area is called a cage generically, or a hexagon, an octagon or an octagon cage, depending on the shape.
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 Common disciplines




Most 'traditional' martial arts have a specific focus and these arts may be trained to improve in that area. Popular disciplines of each type include:[86]


	
Stand-up[image: External link]: Boxing[image: External link], Kickboxing[image: External link], Muay Thai[image: External link], Karate[image: External link], Taekwondo[image: External link], Combat Sambo[image: External link], Savate[image: External link], and Sanshou[image: External link] are trained to improve stand-up striking.

	
Clinch[image: External link]: Freestyle[image: External link] and Greco-Roman wrestling[image: External link], Judo[image: External link], JuJutsu[image: External link], Sambo[image: External link], and Sanshou[image: External link] are trained to improve clinching[image: External link], takedowns[image: External link] and throws[image: External link], while Muay Thai[image: External link] is trained to improve the striking[image: External link] aspect of the clinch.

	
Ground[image: External link]: Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu[image: External link], Judo[image: External link], JuJutsu[image: External link], Sambo[image: External link], Catch wrestling[image: External link], Luta Livre[image: External link] and Submission Grappling[image: External link] are trained to improve ground control and position, as well as to achieve submission holds[image: External link], and defend against them.



Most styles have been adapted from their traditional form, such as boxing[image: External link] stances which lack effective counters to leg kicks and the muay thai[image: External link] stance which is poor for defending against takedowns due to the static nature, or Judo[image: External link] and Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu[image: External link], techniques which must be adapted for No Gi[image: External link] competition. It is common for a fighter to train with multiple coaches of different styles or an organized fight team to improve various aspects of their game at once. Cardiovascular conditioning[image: External link], speed drills, strength training[image: External link] and flexibility[image: External link] are also important aspects of a fighter's training. Some schools advertise their styles as simply "mixed martial arts", which has become a style in itself, but the training will still often be split into different sections.

While mixed martial arts was initially practiced almost exclusively by competitive fighters, this is no longer the case. As the sport has become more mainstream and more widely taught, it has become accessible to wider range of practitioners of all ages. Proponents of this sort of training argue that it is safe for anyone, of any age, with varying levels of competitiveness and fitness.[87][88]
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 Boxing




See: Boxing[image: External link]


Boxing[image: External link] is a combat form that is widely used in MMA and is one of the primary striking bases for many fighters.[89] Boxing punches account for the vast majority of strikes during the stand up portion of a bout and also account for the largest number of significant strikes, knock downs and KOs in MMA matches.[90] Several aspects of boxing are extremely valuable such as footwork, use of combinations, and defensive techniques like slips, stance (to include chin protection and keeping hands up) commonly known as Guard position, and head movement.[91] Boxing based fighters have also been shown to throw and land a higher volume of strikes compared to other striking bases at a rate of 3.88 per minute with 9.64 per minute thrown (compared to muay thai at 3.46 and 7.50, respectively).[89] Some fighters that are known for using boxing are Cain Velasquez, Nick Diaz[image: External link], Junior dos Santos[image: External link], B.J. Penn[image: External link], Dan Hardy[image: External link], Shane Carwin[image: External link] and Andrei Arlovski[image: External link].
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 Muay Thai




See: Muay Thai[image: External link]


Muay Thai[image: External link], along with boxing, is recognized as a foundation for striking in mixed martial arts and is widely practiced and taught. One of the primary benefits of training in Muay Thai for MMA is its versatility. Techniques include long, middle and short range with everything from kicks to clinch holds and throws.[92] It originated in Thailand[image: External link], and is known as the "art of eight limbs" which refers to the use of the legs, knees, elbows and fists.[93]
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 Brazilian jiu-jitsu




See: Brazilian jiu-jitsu[image: External link]


Brazilian jiu-jitsu came to international prominence in the martial arts community in the early 1990s, when Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu expert Royce Gracie[image: External link] won the first, second and fourth Ultimate Fighting Championships, which at the time were single elimination[image: External link] martial arts tournaments. Royce fought against often much larger opponents who were practicing other styles, including boxing[image: External link], wrestling[image: External link], (including freestyle, Greco-Roman, and American folkstyle), shoot-fighting[image: External link], karate[image: External link] and taekwondo[image: External link]. It has since become a staple art and key component for many MMA fighters. Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu is largely credited for bringing widespread attention to the importance of ground fighting[image: External link]. It is primarily considered a ground-based fighting style, with emphasis on positioning, chokes and joint locks.
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 Judo




See: Judo[image: External link]


Using their knowledge of ne-waza[image: External link]/ground grappling and tachi-waza[image: External link]/standing-grappling, several judo[image: External link] practitioners have also competed in mixed martial arts matches.[94][95] Anderson Silva, who is a top ranked fighter in the world maintains a black belt in judo, former Russian national judo championship Bronze medallist Fedor Emelianenko[image: External link], famous UFC[image: External link] fighter Karo Parisyan[image: External link], Jim Wallhead[image: External link], Rick Hawn[image: External link], Rameau Thierry Sokoudjou[image: External link], Olympic medallists Hidehiko Yoshida[image: External link] (Gold, 1992), rising contender Dong Hyun Kim[image: External link] is a 4th degree judo black belt, and Ronda Rousey[image: External link] (Bronze, 2008) now Strikeforce[image: External link] and one time Ultimate Fighting Championship Women's Bantamweight Champion as well as Hector Lombard[image: External link], who has been highly ranked in both middleweight and welterweight classes, is a fourth degree black belt in judo and former Olympic judo competitor.[96]

Paulo Filho[image: External link], a former WEC[image: External link] middleweight champion has credited judo for his success in an interview.[97]
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 Wrestling




See: Wrestling[image: External link]


Wrestling (including freestyle[image: External link], Greco-Roman[image: External link], and American folkstyle[image: External link]) gained tremendous respect due to its effectiveness in mixed martial arts competitions. It is widely studied by mixed martial artists and credited for conferring an emphasis on conditioning for explosive movement and stamina, both of which are critical in competitive mixed martial arts. It is known for excellent takedowns, particularly against the legs. Notable wrestlers in MMA include Chael Sonnen[image: External link], Randy Couture[image: External link], Brock Lesnar and Olympians Daniel Cormier and Dan Henderson[image: External link].
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 Catch




See: Catch wrestling[image: External link]


Karl Gotch[image: External link] was a catch wrestler and a student of Billy Riley[image: External link]'s Snake Pit in Whelley[image: External link], Wigan[image: External link]. In the film Catch: the hold not taken, some of those who trained with Gotch in Wigan talk of his fascination with the traditional Lancashire[image: External link] style of wrestling[image: External link] and how he was inspired to stay and train at Billy Riley's after experiencing its effects first hand during a professional show in Manchester, England[image: External link]. After leaving Wigan, he later went on to teach catch wrestling to Japanese[image: External link] professional wrestlers in the 1970s to students including Antonio Inoki[image: External link], Tatsumi Fujinami[image: External link], Hiro Matsuda[image: External link], Osamu Kido[image: External link], Satoru Sayama[image: External link] (Tiger Mask[image: External link]) and Yoshiaki Fujiwara[image: External link]. Starting from 1976, one of these professional wrestlers, Inoki, hosted a series of mixed martial arts bouts against the champions of other disciplines. This resulted in popularity of the clash-of-styles bouts in Japan. His matches showcased catch wrestling moves like the sleeper hold[image: External link], cross arm breaker[image: External link], seated armbar[image: External link], Indian deathlock[image: External link] and keylock[image: External link].

Karl Gotch's students formed the original Universal Wrestling Federation (Japan)[image: External link] in 1984 which gave rise to shoot-style[image: External link] matches. The UWF movement was led by catch wrestlers and gave rise to the mixed martial arts boom in Japan. Wigan stand-out Billy Robinson[image: External link] soon thereafter began training MMA legend Kazushi Sakuraba[image: External link]. Catch wrestling forms the base of Japan's martial art of shoot wrestling[image: External link]. Japanese professional wrestling and a majority of the Japanese fighters from Pancrase[image: External link], Shooto[image: External link] and the now defunct RINGS[image: External link] bear links to catch wrestling.

The term no holds barred was used originally to describe the wrestling method prevalent in catch wrestling tournaments during the late 19th century wherein no wrestling holds were banned from the competition, regardless of how dangerous they might be. The term was applied to mixed martial arts matches, especially at the advent of the Ultimate Fighting Championship.[98]
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 Karate




See: Karate[image: External link]


Karate[image: External link], especially Kyokushin[image: External link] and other full contact[image: External link] styles, has proven to be effective in the sport as it is one of the core foundations of kickboxing, and specializes in striking techniques.[99][100][101] Various styles of karate are practiced by some MMA fighters, notably Chuck Liddell[image: External link], Bas Rutten[image: External link], Lyoto Machida[image: External link], Stephen Thompson[image: External link], John Makdessi[image: External link], Uriah Hall[image: External link], Ryan Jimmo[image: External link], Georges St-Pierre[image: External link], Kyoji Horiguchi[image: External link], and Louis Gaudinot[image: External link]. Liddell is known to have an extensive striking background in Kenpō with Fabio Martella[image: External link][102] whereas Lyoto Machida[image: External link] practices Shotokan Ryu,[103] and St-Pierre practices Kyokushin[image: External link].[104]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Taekwondo




See: Taekwondo[image: External link]


Several accomplished MMA fighters have an extensive background in Taekwondo.[105] Some of fighters that use TKD techniques in MMA are former UFC Lightweight Champion and WEC Lightweight Champion Anthony Pettis[image: External link], who is 3rd dan black belt as well as an instructor,[106] former UFC Middleweight Champion Anderson Silva, who is 5th dan black belt and still competes in TKD,[107] a former UFC Lightweight Champion and WEC Lightweight Champion Benson Henderson[image: External link] who is a black belt, a former Strikeforce Middleweight Champion Cung Le[image: External link], who is a blackbelt, Dan Hardy[image: External link], who is a black belt, a UFC Heavyweight Champion, a three-time King of Pancrase world champion Bas Rutten[image: External link], who is a 2nd dan black belt, a former 2006 Pride World Grand Prix Open-Weight Champion Mirko Filipović[image: External link], who is a black belt, a UFC Hall of Famer Stephan Bonnar[image: External link], who is a blackbelt, Dennis Siver[image: External link], who is a black belt etc.

Anderson SIlva in his instructional book admitted the influence of TKD in formation of his style in the beginning of his career. In each of my fights, I tried to utilize techniques from all the various styles I had studied. I threw Tae Kwon Do kicks. I threw Muay Thai knees and elbows, and I used my knowledge of Brazilian jiu-jitsu on the ground.[108] Also Anthony Pettis has said that he is definitely a traditional martial artist first and a mixed martial artist second.[106] as well as My style of attacking is different [because of] Taekwondo background.[109]
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 Sanshou/Sanda




Chinese martial arts[image: External link] have also been utilized in MMA by several fighters, being highly effective in competition thanks to its novel mixture of striking and stand up takedowns, achieved through a condensation of traditional Chinese Martial Arts techniques. Most prominent and chief amongst these fighters is Cung Le[image: External link], who is most notable for his TKO and KO victories over former UFC champions Frank Shamrock (in Strikeforce) and Rich Franklin (at UFC Macau). Other Sanshou based fighters who have entered MMA include KJ Noons[image: External link], Pat Barry[image: External link], Zhang Tiequan[image: External link][110] and Muslim Salihov[image: External link]. Fighters in the Ranik Ultimate Fighting Champion Federation also typically come from a Wushu, hence Sanshou background.
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 Strategies




The techniques utilized in mixed martial arts competition generally fall into two categories: striking[image: External link] techniques (such as kicks[image: External link], knees[image: External link], punches[image: External link] and elbows[image: External link]) and grappling[image: External link] techniques (such as clinch holds[image: External link], pinning holds[image: External link], submission holds[image: External link], sweeps[image: External link], takedowns[image: External link] and throws[image: External link]).

Today, mixed martial artists must cross-train[image: External link] in a variety of styles to counter their opponent's strengths and remain effective in all the phases of combat.
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 Sprawl-and-Brawl




Sprawl-and-Brawl is a stand-up fighting[image: External link] tactic that consists of effective stand-up striking, while avoiding ground fighting[image: External link], typically by using sprawls[image: External link] to defend against takedowns[image: External link].[111]

A Sprawl-and-Brawler is usually a boxer[image: External link] or kickboxer[image: External link], Thai boxer[image: External link] or karate[image: External link] fighter who has trained in various styles of wrestling[image: External link], judo[image: External link], and/or sambo[image: External link] to avoid takedowns to keep the fight standing. This is a form which is heavily practiced in the amateur leagues.

These fighters will often study submission wrestling[image: External link] to avoid being forced into submission should they find themselves on the ground. This style can be deceptively different from traditional kickboxing styles, since sprawl-and-brawlers must adapt their techniques to incorporate takedown[image: External link] and ground fighting[image: External link] defense. A few notable examples are Igor Vovchanchyn[image: External link], Mirko Filipović[image: External link], Chuck Liddell[image: External link], Mark Hunt and more recently Junior dos Santos[image: External link], Andrei Arlovski[image: External link].[112] and Joanna Jedrzejczyk[image: External link].[113]
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 Ground-and-pound




Ground-and-pound is a strategy consisting of taking an opponent to the ground using a takedown[image: External link] or throw, obtaining a top, or dominant grappling position[image: External link], and then striking the opponent, primarily with fists, hammerfists[image: External link], and elbows. Ground-and-pound is also used as a precursor to attempting submission[image: External link] holds.

The style is used by fighters well-versed in submission defense and skilled at takedowns. They take the fight to the ground, maintain a grappling position, and strike until their opponent submits or is knocked out[image: External link]. Although not a traditional style of striking, the effectiveness and reliability of ground-and-pound has made it a popular tactic. It was first demonstrated as an effective technique by Mark Coleman[image: External link], then popularized by fighters such as Chael Sonnen[image: External link], Don Frye[image: External link], Frank Trigg[image: External link], Jon Jones[image: External link], Cheick Kongo[image: External link], Mark Kerr[image: External link], Frank Shamrock[image: External link], Tito Ortiz[image: External link], Matt Hughes[image: External link], and Chris Weidman[image: External link].[114]

While most fighters utilize ground-and-pound statically, by way of holding their opponents down and mauling them with short strikes from the top position, a few fighters manage to utilize it dynamically by striking their opponents while changing positions, thus not allowing their opponents to settle once they take them down. Cain Velasquez is one of the most devastating ground strikers in MMA. He attacks his opponents on the ground while transitioning between positions. Whether he's moving from mount[image: External link] to back mount or from turtle to side control[image: External link], he is constantly landing shots.[115] Fedor Emelianenko[image: External link], considered the greatest master of ground-and-pound in MMA history, was the first to demonstrate this dynamic style of striking in transition. He was striking his opponents on the ground while passing guard[image: External link] or while his opponents were attempting to recover guard.[116][117]

In the year 2000, MMA play-by-play commentator Stephen Quadros[image: External link] coined the popular phrase lay and pray. This refers to a situation where a wrestler or grappler keeps another fighter pinned or controlled on the mat to avoid a stand up, yet exhibiting little or no urgency to finish the grounded opponent with a knockout or a submission and basically stalling a decision for the majority or entirety of the fight, basically taking the opponent down, holding on tight, referee stands them back up, and repeat again—a sort of extreme form of defensive wrestling.[118] The implication of "lay and pray" is that after the wrestler/grappler takes the striker down and lays on him to neutralize the opponent's striking weapons, he prays that the referee does not return them to the standing position. This style is considered by many fans as the most boring style of fighting and is highly criticized for intentionally creating non-action, yet it is effective and some argue that lay-and-pray is justified and that it is the responsibility of the downed fighter to be able to protect himself from this legitimate fighting technique.[118][119][120][121] Many consider Jon Fitch[image: External link] to be the poster boy for lay and pray.[122] UFC[image: External link] Welterweight champion Georges St-Pierre[image: External link] has been criticized by fans for playing it safe and applying the lay and pray tactic in his fights[123] and so has Bellator MMA[image: External link] Welterweight champion Ben Askren[image: External link] who justified applying lay and pray, explaining that champion fights are much harder because they are 5 rounds long compared to the usual 3 round fights.[124]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Submission-Seeking




Submission-Seeking is a reference to the strategy of taking an opponent to the ground using a takedown or throw[image: External link] and then applying a submission hold[image: External link], forcing the opponent to submit[image: External link]. While grapplers will often work to attain dominant position, some may be more comfortable fighting from other positions. If a grappler finds themselves unable to force a takedown, they may resort to pulling guard[image: External link], whereby they physically pull their opponent into a dominant position on the ground.[125]

Submissions are an essential part of many disciplines, most notably Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu[image: External link], catch wrestling[image: External link], judo[image: External link], Sambo[image: External link], and shootwrestling[image: External link]. They were popularized in the early UFC events by Royce Gracie[image: External link] and Ken Shamrock[image: External link].
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 Score oriented fighting




Especially used by fighters with strong wrestling[image: External link] background facing a highly skilled BJJ opponent, or by wrestlers who prefer stand-up fights[image: External link]. Usually fighters who adopt this strategy use takedowns only for scoring[image: External link], easily allowing the adversary to stand up and continue the fight. They also want to land clear strikes and control the octagon. In order to win the fight by decision all score oriented fighters have to master perfect MMA defense techniques and avoid takedowns.[126]
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 Clinch-Fighting




Clinch-Fighting is a tactic consisting of using a clinch hold[image: External link] to prevent the opponent from moving away into more distant striking range, while also attempting takedowns and striking[image: External link] the opponent using knees[image: External link], stomps[image: External link], elbows[image: External link], and punches[image: External link]. The clinch is often utilized by wrestlers and Judokas that have added components of the striking game (typically boxing), and Muay Thai[image: External link] fighters.

Wrestlers and Judoka may use clinch fighting as a way to neutralize the superior striking skills of a stand-up fighter or to prevent takedowns by a superior ground fighter. Ronda Rousey[image: External link], with her Judo background, is considered a master at initiating throws from the clinch to set up armbars[image: External link].[127]

The clinch or "plum" of a Muay Thai[image: External link] fighter is often used to improve the accuracy of knees[image: External link] and elbows[image: External link] by physically controlling the position of the opponent. Anderson Silva is well known for his devastating Muay Thai clinch. He defeated UFC middle weight champion Rich Franklin[image: External link] using the Muay Thai clinch and kneeing Franklin repeatedly to the body and face - breaking Franklin's nose. In their rematch Silva repeated this and won again.[128]

Other fighters may use the clinch to push their opponent against the cage or ropes, where they can effectively control their opponent's movement and restrict mobility while striking them with punches to the body or stomps also known as dirty boxing or "Wall and Maul". Randy Couture[image: External link] used his Greco Roman wrestling[image: External link] background to popularize this style en route to six title reigns in the Ultimate Fighting Championship.[129]

In general, fighters who cannot win fights through lightning offense, or are more suited to win fights in the later rounds or via decision are commonly known as grinders. Grinders aim to shut down their opponent's game plan and chip away at them via clinching, smothering and ground-and-pound for most of the rounds. Prominent examples of grinders are Pat Healy[image: External link],[130] Rampage Jackson[image: External link], and Chael Sonnen[image: External link].[131]
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 Women's mixed martial arts




See: Women's mixed martial arts[image: External link]


While mixed martial arts is primarily a male dominated sport, it does have female athletes. Female competition in Japan includes promotions such as the all-female Valkyrie[image: External link], and JEWELS[image: External link] (formerly known as Smackgirl[image: External link]).[132] However historically there has been only a select few major professional mixed martial arts organizations in the United States[image: External link] that invite women to compete. Among those are Strikeforce[image: External link], Bellator Fighting Championships[image: External link], the all female Invicta Fighting Championships[image: External link], and the now defunct EliteXC[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]

There has been a growing awareness of women in mixed martial arts due to popular female fighters and personalities such as Megumi Fujii[image: External link], Miesha Tate, Cristiane "Cyborg" Santos[image: External link], Ronda Rousey[image: External link], Holly Holm[image: External link] and Gina Carano[image: External link] among others. Carano became known as "the face of women's MMA" after appearing in a number of EliteXC[image: External link] events. This was furthered by her appearances on MGM Television's 2008 revival of their game show American Gladiators[image: External link].[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 History




In Japan, female competition has been documented since the mid-1990s. Influenced by female professional wrestling and kickboxing[image: External link], the Smackgirl competition was formed in 2001 and became the only major all-female promotion in mixed martial arts. Other early successful Japanese female organizations included Ladies Legend Pro-Wrestling[image: External link], ReMix (a predecessor to Smackgirl), U-Top Tournament, K-Grace, and AX.[citation needed[image: External link]]

Aside from all-female organizations, most major Japanese male dominated promotions have held select female competitions. These have included DEEP[image: External link], MARS, Gladiator, HEAT, Cage Force, K-1[image: External link], Sengoku[image: External link], Shooto[image: External link] (under the name G-Shooto), and Pancrase[image: External link] (under the name Pancrase Athena).[citation needed[image: External link]]

In the United States, prior to the success of The Ultimate Fighter reality show that launched mixed martial arts into the mainstream media,[citation needed[image: External link]] there was no major coverage of female competitions. Some early organizations who invited women to compete included, International Fighting Championships, SuperBrawl, King of the Cage[image: External link], Rage in the Cage, Ring of Combat, Bas Rutten Invitational, and HOOKnSHOOT. From the mid-2000s, more coverage came when organizations such as Strikeforce[image: External link], EliteXC[image: External link], Bellator Fighting Championships[image: External link], and Shark Fights[image: External link] invited women to compete.

Outside Japan[image: External link] and the United States[image: External link], female competition is almost exclusively found in minor local promotions. However, in Europe[image: External link] some major organizations have held select female competitions, including It's Showtime[image: External link], Shooto Europe, Cage Warriors[image: External link], and M-1 Global[image: External link].

Following Zuffa's acquisition of Strikeforce in March 2011,[133][134][135][136] the UFC began promoting women's fights. The notoriety of the female fights increased with Ronda Rousey's rise to fame, but the league still struggles to find its brand with women fighters.[137] Contract problems with athletes like Gina Carano have made it difficult to secure compelling female main events for the UFC.[138]

Controversy arose in 2013, when CFA (Championship Fighting Alliance) fighter Fallon Fox[image: External link] came out as a transgender[image: External link] woman. The case became a centerpiece of debates concerning whether it was fair to have a transsexual woman compete against one born of the female sex[image: External link] in a contact sport.[139] Neither the UFC nor Invicta FC say they will allow her to fight, and then-UFC Bantamweight champion Ronda Rousey says she will not fight her.[140]
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 Amateur mixed martial arts




Amateur Mixed Martial Arts is the amateur version[image: External link] of the Mixed Martial Arts in which participants engage largely or entirely without remuneration. Under the International Mixed Martial Arts Federation[image: External link] (IMMAF) and the World Mixed Martial Arts Association (WMMAA), it is practiced within a safe and regulated environment which relies on a fair and objective scoring system and competition procedures similar to those in force in the professional Mixed Martial Arts rules[image: External link].[141][142] Amateur MMA is practiced with board shorts and with approved protection gear that includes shin protectors, and amateur MMA gloves[image: External link].
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 International Mixed Martial Arts Federation




See: International Mixed Martial Arts Federation[image: External link]


On February 29, 2012, the International Mixed Martial Arts Federation (IMMAF) was set up to bring international structure, development and support to mixed martial arts worldwide.[143] IMMAF launched with support of market leader, the Ultimate Fighting Championship (UFC).[144][145] The IMMAF is a non-profit, democratic federation organized according to international federation standards to ensure that MMA as a sport is allowed the same recognition, representation and rights as all other major sports. The IMMAF is registered under Swedish law and is founded on democratic principles, as outlined in their statutes.[146] As of March 2015, there are 39 total members from 38[147] countries, which come from Austria, Bahrain, Belgium, Brazil, Bulgaria, Cameroon, Canada, Czech Republic, Denmark, El Salvador, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Iceland, India, Ireland (Northern Ireland), Italy, Jordan, Lebanon, Lithuania, Malaysia, Nepal, The Netherlands, New Zealand, Norway, Pakistan, Paraguay, Poland, Portugal, Romania, The Seychelles, South Africa, Sweden, Switzerland, Tajikistan, Ukraine, the United Kingdom, and the United States of America.[147] [147][147]

The IMMAF held its first Amateur World Championships in Las Vegas, USA, from June 30 to July 6, 2014.[148][149][150]
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 World Mixed Martial Arts Association




World Mixed Martial Arts Association (WMMAA) was founded in 2012 in Monaco by M-1 Global[image: External link] commercial promoters and is under the leadership of CEO Vadim Finkelstein and Fedor Emelianenko.[151][152][153][154] The World MMA Association is an organization that manages and develops mixed martial arts, it establishes rules and procedures and hosts MMA competitions. World MMA Association includes national MMA organizations, representing the sport and registered in accordance with national laws.

As of December 2013 WMMAA has 38 member states under its umbrella: Afghanistan, Albania, Armenia, Austria, Azerbaijan, Belarus, Belgium, Bulgaria, Canada, Croatia, Colombia, Czech Republic, France, Guatemala, Georgia, Greece, India, Iran, Italy, Kazakhstan, Latvia, Lithuania, Macedonia, Moldova, Monaco, Mongolia, the Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Russia, Senegal, Serbia, Slovakia, South Korea, Spain, Switzerland, Tajikistan, Trinidad and Tobago, Turkey, Ukraine, Uzbekistan, Venezuela.[155]

On October 20, 2013 the first World MMA Championship was held in Saint Petersburg, Russia.[156]
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 WMMAA Pan-American Division




On July 4, 2014 The WMMAC- The World MMA Council merged with the WMMAA and as a result the first ever Pan-American Division for the World MMA Association was created under the leadership of business magnate Tomas Yu, during the 2014 WMMAA Congress that was held in Amsterdam, Netherlands.[157] [158] [159] [160] [161] [162]
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 Safety




Mixed Martial Arts competitions have changed dramatically since the first Ultimate Fighting Championship in 1993, specifically with the inception of the Unified Rules of Mixed Martial Arts[image: External link]. A paucity of data on injuries that occur in MMA and the resulting concerns and controversy with regard to MMA's safety remain. A recent systematic review concluded that the injury incidence rate in MMA appears to be greater than in most, if not all, other popular and commonly practised combat sports.[163]
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 Injury rates




In a recent meta-analysis of the available injury data in MMA, the injury incidence rate was estimated to be 228.7 injuries per 1000 athlete-exposures (one athlete-exposure is defined as one athlete participating in a single fight).[163] The estimated injury incidence rate in MMA is greater than in other full-contact combat sports such as judo[image: External link] (44.0 injuries per 1000 athlete-exposures),[164] taekwondo[image: External link] (79.4 injuries per 1000 athlete-exposures),[165] amateur boxing[image: External link] (77.7 injuries per 1000 athlete-exposures),[166] and professional boxing[image: External link] (118.0-250.6 injuries per 1000 athlete-exposures).[167][168][169][170]
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 Injury pattern




In general, the injury pattern in MMA is very similar to that in professional boxing but unlike that found in other combat sports such as judo and taekwondo.[163] The most commonly injured body region is the head (66.8% to 78.0% of reported injuries) followed by the wrist/hand (6.0% to 12.0% of reported injuries), while the most frequent types of injury were laceration (36.7% to 59.4% of reported injuries), fracture (7.4% to 43.3% of reported injuries), and concussion (3.8% to 20.4% of reported injuries).[163]
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 Mental health




In preliminary results reported in April 2012 as part of an ongoing study of a 109 professional boxers and MMA fighters being conducted by Dr. Charles Bernick and his colleagues at Cleveland Clinic's Lou Ruvo Center for Brain Health, fighters with more than six years of ring experience were observed to have reductions in size in their hippocampus and thalamus whereas fighters with more than twelve years of ring experience were observed to have both reductions in size and symptoms such as memory loss (the hippocampus and thalamus deal with memory and alertness). Dr. Bernick speculates that the cumulative damage over time from lesser blows may eventually prove an even more important topic of study than that of infrequent concussions.[171]
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 Fatalities




See: Fatalities in mixed martial arts contests[image: External link]


There have been seven known deaths in MMA to date.[172] There were no documented cases of deaths after a sanctioned MMA event prior to 2007.[173]

In the period of 2007 to 2010, there were two fatalities in mixed martial arts matches. The first was the death of Sam Vasquez[image: External link] on November 30, 2007.[174] Vasquez collapsed shortly after being knocked out by Vince Libardi in the third round of an October 20, 2007 fight at the Toyota Center[image: External link] in Houston[image: External link], Texas[image: External link].[173] Vasquez had two separate surgeries to remove blood clots from his brain, and shortly after the second operation suffered a devastating stroke and never regained consciousness.[174]

The second death stemming from a sanctioned mixed martial arts contest occurred in South Carolina on June 28, 2010, when 30-year-old Michael Kirkham was knocked out and never regained consciousness. He was pronounced dead two days after the fight.[175]
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 Legality of professional competitions
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 Australia




MMA in Australia[image: External link] is sanctioned in all States and Territories of Australia by various combat sports authorities/organizations. There is debate about the use of the cage, which was banned in Victoria[image: External link] in 2007[176] and then relegalized in 2015.[177] The cage was banned in Western Australia[image: External link] in March, 2013.
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 Bahrain




MMA is legalized in Bahrain. Bahrain National MMA Federation (BNMMAF) has been set up under the patronage of Sheikh Khalid bin Hamad Al Khalifa[image: External link] and the jurisdiction of the Sports Minister Sheikh Nasser bin Hamad Al Khalifa[image: External link].[178] The development of MMA in the nation is convened through KHK MMA, which also owns Brave Combat Federation[image: External link] which is the largest Mixed Martial Arts promotion in the Middle East.[179] Bahrain will be hosting World MMA Amateurs Championship 2017 supported by International Mixed Martial Arts Federation[image: External link].[180]
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 Belgium




MMA is tolerated in Belgium but not supported. In May 2012 the Belgian MMA Federation (BMMAF) was accepted by the International Mixed Martial Arts Federation as its third member, after several years of carrying out many of the tasks of a national federation under the former name of the Belgian Shooto and MMA Federation. Active in developing MMA in Belgium from 2005, the group later redefined their activities to include MMA in order to be able to use a cage. Registered as federation in Belgium in 2006, the former Belgian Shooto and MMA Federation organized more than 1500 MMA bouts (Amateur, B class and A class), and built a structure for the sport nationally that included insurance, rules and regulation, experience levels for fighters and technical seminars. The BMMAF has continued its activities as part of the wider MMA community under IMMAF.[181][182][183]
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 Brazil




January 17, 2013 saw the announcement that the Brazilian MMA Athletic Commission, or Comissao Atletica Brasileira de MMA (CABMMA), had joined the International MMA Federation. The CABMMA represents state federations across Brazil and is spearheaded by lawyers Giovanni Biscardi and Rafael Favettia, a former Executive Secretary of the Minister of Justice and Interim Minister of Justice.[184] The CABMMA supervised its first event with "UFC on FX 7" on 19 January 2013 at Ibirapuera Gymnasium in São Paulo.[185][186][187]

The CABMMA first hit international sports headlines when it suspended fighter Rousimar Palhares for prolonging a submission on opponent Mike Pierce, despite him tapping several times, during UFC[image: External link] Fight Night 29 in Barueri, Brazil on 9th Oct 2013.[188][189] The CABMMA was called to preside over another controversy to involve a Brazilian competitor, when Vitor Belfort's use of Testosterone Replacement Therapy came to light over UFC[image: External link] on FX 8 (May 18, 2013)[190]
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 Bulgaria




Appearing on professional basis around 2008–2009, MMA is a new sport in Bulgaria and growing rapidly. With a strong wrestling and boxing culture in the region, general interest in the sport is huge. However, it remains unregulated. The Bulgarian Federation for Mixed Martial Arts was elected as the national federation representing the Republic of Bulgaria under the International Mixed Martial Arts Federation in October 2014; and like all IMMAF members, is a non-profit, democratic organization. Established in November 2013 by 10 MMA clubs, the organization is headed by UFC competitor Stanislav Nedkov. The federation's registration to the Ministry of Justice was approved in June 2014 and its application for formal recognition by the Ministry of Sport is in its advanced stages.[191][192]
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 Cambodia




In January 2013, the Cambodian Mixed Martial Arts Association was created under the Cambodian Martial Arts Federation. At this time there are no MMA events organized with the CMMAA approval. Television channel MYTV holds its KWC promotion under the sanctioning of the Cambodian Boxing Federation, responsible for sanctioning all boxing and Kun Khmer[image: External link] events in the country, in direct contrast to the situation in neighbouring Thailand.
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 Canada




For many years, professional MMA competitions were illegal in Canada. Section 83(2) of the Canadian Criminal Code deemed that only boxing matches where only fists are used are considered legal.[193][194] However most provinces regulated it by a provincial athletic commission (skirting S. 83(2) by classifying MMA as "mixed boxing"),[195] such as the provinces of Manitoba, Ontario,[196] Nova Scotia[image: External link], Quebec[image: External link], and Northwest Territories. The legality of MMA in the provinces of Alberta, British Columbia, and New Brunswick varies depending on the municipality.[197][198] Professional MMA competitions remain illegal in the Canadian provinces of Newfoundland and Labrador, Prince Edward Island, Saskatchewan, Yukon, and Nunavut because it is not regulated by an athletic commission.

Canada formally decriminalized mixed martial arts with a vote on Bill S-209 on June 5, 2013. The bill formally gives provinces[image: External link] the power to create athletic commissions to regulate and sanction professional mixed martial arts bouts.[46] Bill S-209 does not in and of itself make MMA legal across Canada; it allows provinces to make it legal on a province by province basis.[195]
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 China




In 2011, the Ranik Ultimate Fighting Federation ( RUFF[image: External link]) hosted the first MMA event in Shanghai[image: External link] sanctioned by China's governing body for combat sports, the Wushu Sports Management Center of the General Administration of Sport in China. RUFF formally crowned the first Chinese national MMA champions in 2013 with each champion receiving 1,000,000 RMB in prize money.[199] Other MMA promotions in China includes Real Fight Championship, which has produced 3 events in Henan[image: External link] and Beijing[image: External link].
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 Denmark




In Denmark, Mixed Martial Arts may be practised but is not an official or legally regulated sport. On November 11, 2012 the voluntary Danish Mixed Martial Arts Federation held its first official general assembly in Odense, Denmark. There the DMMAF was officially founded and a board was elected headed up by President Claus Larsen. The Federation was publicly launched on Friday November 24, inviting Danish MMA organizations, gyms and academies to sign up as members. The DMMAF is working towards recognition under the Danish Sports Federation, Dansk Idræts Forbund. On November 25 the DMMAF's application to the International Mixed Martial Arts Federation was approved.[200][201]
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 France




There remains political opposition to MMA in France and full contact MMA competition is banned.[202][203][204] All bouts on French soil recorded as Mixed Martial Arts are in fact held under Pancrase Rules and other variants (Pankration, Kempo, Pankido).[205][206] These bouts involve no striking on the ground as it is illegal in the country. The Commission National de Mixed Martial Arts (CNMMA) was founded as a non-profit organization for the development of MMA in 2009. The CNMMA had worked over four years to put an educational structure in place, including a technical system for the safe progression from grass-roots level, all the way up to the top professional level.[207] Comprising 11 regional leagues working under regional technical advisers and teams,[207] the CNMMA joined the International Mixed Martial Arts Federation (IMMAF) in March 2013 as The Commission Française de Mixed Martial Arts (CFMMA).[208][209] In 2012, CFMMA president Bertrand Amoussou ascended to the position of President of the International Mixed Martial Arts Federation.
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 India




Minister of Youth Affairs and Sports (India) have not recognized Mixed Martial Arts as a sport in India. Hence conducting Mixed Martial Arts events are not covered as sports but as unsanctioned events or street fighting.[210] There had been allegations from MMA fighters about lack of insurance, medical facilities and financial benefits.
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 Ireland




The Irish Martial Arts Commission recognised by the Irish Sports Council[image: External link] does not include MMA among its recognised martial arts.[211][212] The Department of Transport, Tourism and Sport[image: External link] does not recognise MMA as a sport.[213][not in citation given[image: External link]] UFC Fight Night 46, featuring Conor McGregor, was held in Dublin in 2014.

Mixed Martial Arts Federation Ireland (MMAFI), intended as a federation for amateur MMA clubs, gained observer status at IMMAF in June 2012.[214] MMAFI had a meeting in March 2013 with the Northern Ireland sports minister[image: External link], Carál Ní Chuilín[image: External link] about the prospect of getting recognition from Sport Northern Ireland[image: External link].[214]
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 Japan




MMA competition has been legal in Japan since at least the mid-1980s, when Pancrase[image: External link] fights began to be held. There are several MMA-related organizations, including RIZIN FF[image: External link], DEEP[image: External link], Pancrase, Shooto[image: External link] and ZST[image: External link].[215][216]
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 Malaysia




In July 2013 the Malaysia Mixed Martial Arts Association (MASMMAA) was formally announced as the official national governing body for MMA in Malaysia, ahead of its formation in December 2013. MASMMAA is registered under the Malaysian Sports Development Act 1997 and recognized by the Commissioner of Sports, under the auspices of the office of the Youth & Sports Ministry. The federation comprises representatives of ten states out of fourteen in Malaysia. MASMMAA became affiliated to the International Mixed Martial Arts Federation in April 2014.[217][218][219]
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 Norway




In Norway, sports that involve knock-outs as a means of securing victory or points are illegal, including MMA and boxing.[220][221] Norwegian MMA fighters must therefore travel abroad to compete. The Norwegian MMA Federation (NMMAF) was elected as a full member of the International MMA Federation (IMMAF) on 22 April 2012,[222] representing 49 member gyms across Norway.[223] In 2012 the "Merkekamper" concept was introduced by the NMMAF, with government sanctioning, that enables member MMA gyms to hold events with sparring matches, but governed by strict rules concerning how hard a fighter is permitted to strike.[224][225]
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 Pakistan




In Pakistan[image: External link], Mixed Martial Arts Pakistan[image: External link] organizes MMA events, the organization was founded in 2007 by veteran Pakistani MMA fighter Bashir Ahmad[image: External link] for promotion of MMA in Pakistan[image: External link].
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 Portugal




The FMMAP is recognized by the Portuguese government as a non-profit sports federation and oversees Amateur MMA competition and coaching nationally. Based in Vila do Conde, the Federação de Mixed Martial Arts de Portugal (FMMAP) was founded as a collaborative effort between 6 existing non-profit organizations in 2012, as Portugal's first dedicated MMA Federation. This is in line with government requirements of all sport federations in Portugal that they consist of at least 3 associated, non-profit groups. The composite FMMAP organisations are all involved in the coaching and promoting of MMA with a shared goal for the Amateur sport, but come from various martial arts that include Karate, Kickboxing, Muay Thai, Pankration Athlima, Mixed Martial Arts, Jeet Kune Do, Freestyle martial arts, Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu and Wrestling. Affiliated groups at launch were AAMU - Associação Artes Marciais, Associação de Artes Marciais e Desportos de Combate (Açores), Associação Areagon (Chaves City), Associação Mirandelense de Artes Orientais (Mirandela City), Associação Portuguesa de Ciências de Combate/JKD Unlimited Portugal (Lisbon City), KMD MMA system (Porto City), Barcelos Gym (Barcelos City). The FMMAP is affiliated to the International Mixed Martial Arts Federation (IMMAF).[226][227][228]
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 Romania




The Romanian Mixed Martial Arts Federation (RMMAF) was established in 2012 as a legal non-profit federation under the Ministry of Youth and Sport in Romania. The Federation was formed by the board of MMA organization AGON backed by a broad representation of the Romanian MMA community including around 20 pure MMA clubs and non-profit MMA organizations around the country. Based in Bucharest, Romania AGON club was founded in its present legal form in June 2012 following a long period of time of acting under different other organisations, and Gheorghe Stanciu was elected as its president. AGON's members brought long experience in the management of sports organizations, with Mr Mihail Mihailovici having previously founded the Kyolusing BudoKai organization in Romania under the IKO, organising national and international competitions over 5 years and working with the government as a recognised sports body. The RMMAF is affiliated to the International Mixed Martial Arts Federation (IMMAF).[229][230][231][232]
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 Russia




In September 2012, MMA was given 'National Sport' status in Russia, and on the same day fighter and M-1 Global[image: External link] promoter Fedor Emelianenko[image: External link] was appointed to the role of Russian MMA Union president.[233]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Singapore




The MMA program at Singapore is licensed by the Cantonment Police Division.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Sweden




MMA competition is legal[234] and under the purview of the Swedish Mixed Martial Arts Federation (SMMAF) which was formed in 2007[235] and began overseeing MMA events and governing the sport as a whole in 2008.[236] In 2009 the SMMAF was accepted into the Association of Swedish Budo and Martial Arts Federation,[236] thus granting MMA "national sport" status and making its approved clubs eligible for partial government subsidization.[236] On April 30, 2011, the SMMAF sanctioned the first event under its purview to utilize the Unified Rules of Mixed Martial Arts[image: External link].[237] The Swedish Mixed Martial Arts Federation governs the sport of MMA in Sweden as a member affiliated to the International Mixed Martial Arts Federation.[147][238]

The SMMAF hit the headlines when it withdrew Swedish headliner, Alexander Gustafsson[image: External link], from competing at UFC[image: External link] on FUEL 9 in Sweden (April 6, 2013), due to a facial laceration.[239][240][241][242]

Joel från all star fighting är ett äckel.
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 South Africa




MMA competition is legal and under the purview of the Professional Mixed Martial Arts Council or PROMMA Africa;[citation needed[image: External link]] which was formed in 2010 with its main purpose to regulate MMA at larger MMA promotions such as EFC Worldwide (Formerly known as EFC Africa). PROMMA Africa began overseeing Rise of the Warrior MMA events in 2010. In 2012 the PROMMA Africa Council was accepted into the Mixed Martial Arts Association of South Africa (MASA) thus granting MMA "national sport" status.[citation needed[image: External link]] In addition to EFC Africa, there are other leagues such as Dragon Legends MMA.[243]
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 Thailand




In 2012, the Sports Authority of Thailand banned competitions.[244] It has been speculated that the Muay Thai[image: External link] industry played a factor in the Sports Authority of Thailand (SAT)'s final decision, as MMA could potentially take away business from Muay Thai, from fighters to profit.[245] SAT Deputy Governor Sakol Wannapong has said "Organizing a MMA event here would hurt the image of Muay Thai, if you want to do this kind of business, you should do it in another country. Organizing MMA here could mislead the public into believing that Muay Thai is brutal."

Jussi Saloranta, the owner of Thailand's only MMA promotion, DARE Fight Sports, revealed that his lawyers found that the ban was actually premature, and that from a legal standpoint, there is no law banning mixed martial arts in the country, and that the SAT's ban was more of a scare tactic. Because of this DARE continue to showcase events while informing fans only at the last minute through texts on the day of the event, and presenting the videos on YouTube as The Most Dangerous Gameshow.[246] Saloranta has also helped set up the MMA Association of Thailand, in the hopes of reaching a compromise with SAT and regulating mixed martial arts in Thailand.

On September 12, 2013, DARE Fight Sports released a statement announcing SAT had removed the ban on MMA and would henceforth sanction the sport in Thailand.[247]

Dare Fight Sports is currently the only MMA organization in Thailand to be officially sanctioned and publicized by the tourism authority of Thailand but there is now also an ever-growing set of new MMA organizations appearing around the country [248]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 United States




In the United States, professional MMA is overseen by the Association of Boxing Commissions.[249] According to the Associations of Boxing Commissions, professional MMA competitions are allowed in all states.[197] Alaska has no boxing or athletic commission. Montana has a state athletic commission although it doesn't regulate MMA. However, MMA is legal in both states. West Virginia became the 44th state to regulate mixed martial arts on March 24, 2011.[250] On March 8, 2012, Wyoming became the 45th state to regulate MMA.[251] On May 4, 2012, it was announced that Vermont had become the 46th state to regulate MMA.[252] Legislation allowing MMA in Connecticut came into effect on October 1, 2013, making it the 47th state to regulate the sport.[253] On March 22, 2016, the New York State Assembly voted to lift the State's 1997 ban on MMA and on April 14, 2016 Governor Cuomo signed the bill legalizing and regulating the sport into law.[254][255]
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Las Vegas Strip







	This article is written like a travel guide[image: External link] rather than an encyclopedic description of the subject. Please help improve it[image: External link] by rewriting it in an encyclopedic style[image: External link]. If a travel guide is intended, use of Wikivoyage[image: External link] is strongly suggested. (July 2016)




The Las Vegas Strip is a stretch of South Las Vegas Boulevard[image: External link] in Clark County[image: External link], Nevada[image: External link], known for its concentration of resort hotels and casinos. The Strip is approximately 4.2 miles (6.8 km) in length,[1] located immediately south of the Las Vegas city limits in the unincorporated towns[image: External link] of Paradise[image: External link] and Winchester[image: External link]. However, the Strip is often referred to as being in Las Vegas. Most of the Strip has been designated an All-American Road[image: External link],[2][3] and is considered a scenic route[image: External link] at night.[4] Many of the largest hotel, casino[image: External link], and resort[image: External link] properties in the world are located on the Las Vegas Strip. Fourteen of the world's 25 largest hotels[image: External link] by room count are on the Strip, with a total of over 62,000 rooms.

One of the most visible aspects of Las Vegas' cityscape is its use of dramatic architecture and lights. The rapidly evolving skyline and constant modernization of hotels, casinos, restaurants, residential high-rises, and entertainment offerings on the Strip, have established it as one of the most popular destinations for tourists in the United States[image: External link], and the world.[5]
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Historically, the casinos that were not in Downtown Las Vegas[image: External link] along Fremont Street[image: External link] were limited to outside of the city limits on Las Vegas Boulevard. In 1959 the Welcome to Fabulous Las Vegas sign[image: External link] was constructed exactly 4.5 miles (7.2 km) outside of the city limits. The sign is today about 0.4 miles (0.64 km) south of the southernmost entrance to Mandalay Bay[image: External link] (the southernmost casino).[6]

In the strictest sense, "the Strip" refers only to the stretch of Las Vegas Boulevard that is roughly between Sahara Avenue[image: External link] and Russell Road[image: External link], a distance of 4.2 miles (6.8 km).[7][8] However, the term is often used to refer not only to the road but also to the various casinos and resorts that line the road, and even to properties that are not on the road but in proximity. Phrases such as Strip Area, Resort Corridor or Resort District are sometimes used to indicate a larger geographical area, including properties 1 mile (1.6 km) or more away from Las Vegas Boulevard, such as the Hard Rock[image: External link], Rio[image: External link], Palms[image: External link], and Hooters[image: External link] casinos.

The traditional definition considers the Strip's northern terminus as the SLS[image: External link], though travel guides typically extend it to include the Stratosphere[image: External link], 0.4 miles (0.64 km) to the north. Mandalay Bay[image: External link], located just north of Russell Road, is the southernmost resort considered to be on the Strip (the Klondike[image: External link] was the southernmost until 2006, when it was closed, although it was not included in Las Vegas Strip on some definitions and travel guides).

Because of the number and size of the resorts, the Resort Corridor can be quite wide. Interstate 15[image: External link] runs roughly parallel and 0.5 to 0.8 miles (0.80 to 1.29 km) to the west of Las Vegas Boulevard for the entire length of the Strip. Paradise Road runs to the east in a similar fashion, and ends at St. Louis Avenue. The eastern side of the Strip is bounded by McCarran International Airport[image: External link] south of Tropicana Avenue.

North of this point, the Resort Corridor can be considered to extend as far east as Paradise Road, although some consider Koval Lane as a less inclusive boundary. Interstate 15 is sometimes considered the western edge of the Resort Corridor from Interstate 215 to Spring Mountain Road. North of this point, Industrial Road serves as the western edge.

The famous "Welcome to Fabulous Las Vegas" sign is located in the median just south of Russell Road, across from the now-demolished Klondike Hotel & Casino[image: External link]. Another similar (and newer) "Welcome to Fabulous Downtown Las Vegas" sign is in the median a mile north of the Strip at the intersection of Las Vegas Blvd and South 4th St. Newer resorts such as South Point[image: External link] and the M Resort[image: External link] are on Las Vegas Boulevard South as distant as 8 miles south of the "Welcome to Las Vegas" sign. Marketing for these casinos usually states that they are on southern Las Vegas Boulevard and not "Strip" properties.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 History
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 Early years (1930s–1990s)




The first casino to be built on Highway 91[image: External link] was the Pair-o-Dice Club[image: External link] in 1931, but the first on what is currently the Strip was the El Rancho Vegas[image: External link], opening on April 3, 1941, with 63 rooms. That casino stood for almost 20 years before being destroyed by a fire in 1960. Its success spawned a second hotel on what would become the Strip, the Hotel Last Frontier[image: External link], in 1942. Organized crime[image: External link] figures such as New York's Bugsy Siegel[image: External link] took interest in the growing gaming center leading to other resorts such as the Flamingo[image: External link], which opened in 1946, and the Desert Inn[image: External link], which opened in 1950. The funding for many projects was provided through the American National Insurance Company[image: External link], which was based in the then notorious gambling empire of Galveston, Texas[image: External link].[9][10]

Las Vegas Boulevard South was previously called Arrowhead Highway[image: External link], or Los Angeles Highway. The Strip was named by Los Angeles police[image: External link] officer and businessman Guy McAfee[image: External link], after his hometown's Sunset Strip[image: External link].[11]

Caesars Palace[image: External link] was established in 1966. In 1968, Kirk Kerkorian[image: External link] purchased the Flamingo[image: External link] and hired Sahara Hotels Vice President Alex Shoofey as President. Alex Shoofey brought along 33 of Sahara's top executives. The Flamingo was used to train future employees of the International Hotel, which was under construction. Opening in 1969, the International Hotel[image: External link], with 1,512 rooms, began the era of mega-resorts. The International is known as Westgate Las Vegas today.

The first MGM Grand Hotel and Casino[image: External link], also a Kerkorian property, opened in 1973 with 2,084 rooms. At the time, this was one of the largest hotels in the world by number of rooms. The Rossiya Hotel[image: External link] built in 1967 in Moscow, for instance, had 3,200 rooms; however, most of the rooms in the Rossiya Hotel were single rooms of 118 sq. ft (roughly 1/4 size of a standard room at the MGM Grand Resort). On November 21, 1980, the MGM Grand suffered the worst resort fire[image: External link] in the history of Las Vegas as a result of electrical problems, killing 87 people. It reopened eight months later. In 1986, Kerkorian sold the MGM Grand to Bally Manufacturing[image: External link], and it was renamed Bally's[image: External link].

The Wet 'n Wild water park[image: External link] opened in 1985 and was located on the south side of the Sahara hotel. The park closed at the end of the 2004 season and was later demolished. The opening of The Mirage[image: External link] in 1989 set a new level to the Las Vegas experience, as smaller hotels and casinos made way for the larger mega-resorts. The Rio[image: External link] and the Excalibur[image: External link] opened in 1990. These huge facilities offer entertainment and dining[image: External link] options, as well as gambling and lodging. This change affected the smaller, well-known and now historic hotels and casinos, like The Dunes[image: External link], The Sands[image: External link], the Stardust[image: External link], and the Sahara[image: External link].

The lights along the Strip have been dimmed in a sign of respect to five performers and one other major Las Vegas figure upon their deaths. They are Elvis Presley[image: External link] (1977), Sammy Davis Jr.[image: External link] (1990),[12] Dean Martin[image: External link] (1995), George Burns[image: External link] (1996), Frank Sinatra[image: External link] (1998), and former UNLV basketball[image: External link] head coach Jerry Tarkanian[image: External link] (2015).[13] In 2005, Clark County renamed a section of Industrial Road (south of Twain Avenue) as Dean Martin Drive, also as a tribute to the famous Rat Pack[image: External link] singer, actor, and frequent Las Vegas entertainer.

In an effort to attract families, resorts offered more attractions geared toward youth, but had limited success. The (current) MGM Grand[image: External link] opened in 1993 with MGM Grand Adventures Theme Park[image: External link], but the park closed in 2000 due to lack of interest. Similarly, in 2003 Treasure Island[image: External link] closed its own video arcade[image: External link] and abandoned the previous pirate[image: External link] theme, adopting the new ti name.[14]

In addition to the large hotels, casinos and resorts, the Strip is home to a few smaller casinos and other attractions, such as M&M World[image: External link], Adventuredome[image: External link] and the Fashion Show Mall[image: External link]. Starting in the mid-1990s, the Strip became a popular New Year's Eve celebration destination.
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 Recent years (2000–present)




With the opening of Bellagio[image: External link], Venetian[image: External link], Palazzo[image: External link], Wynn[image: External link] and Encore[image: External link] resorts, the strip trended towards the luxurious high end segment through most of the 2000s, while some older resorts added major expansions and renovations, including some de-theming of the earlier themed hotels. High end dining, specialty retail, spas and nightclubs increasingly became options for visitors in addition to gambling at most Strip resorts. There was also a trend towards expensive residential condo units on the strip.

In 2004, MGM Mirage[image: External link] announced plans for CityCenter[image: External link], a 66-acre (27 ha), $7 billion multi-use project on the site of the Boardwalk[image: External link] hotel and adjoining land. It consists of hotel, casino, condo, retail, art, business and other uses on the site. City Center is currently the largest such complex in the world. Construction began in April 2006, with most elements of the project opened in late 2009. Also in 2006, the Las Vegas Strip lost its longtime status as the world's highest-grossing gambling center, falling to second place behind Macau[image: External link].[15]

In 2012, the High Roller Ferris wheel[image: External link] and a retail district called The LINQ[image: External link] broke ground, in an attempt to diversify attractions beyond that of casino resorts. Renovations and rebrandings such as The Cromwell Las Vegas[image: External link] and the SLS Las Vegas[image: External link] continued to transform The Strip in 2014. The Las Vegas Festival Grounds[image: External link] opened in 2015. In 2016, the T-Mobile Arena, The Park, the Lucky Dragon Hotel and Casino[image: External link], and the Park Theatre opened. Smaller changes and developments are taking place as well.[16]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Pending





	The Monte Carlo Resort and Casino[image: External link] will undergo a two-year, $450 million makeover to be completed by end of 2018.[17]





	
Genting Group[image: External link] bought the site of the Stardust[image: External link] in 2013 with plans to build and open Resorts World Las Vegas[image: External link] in early 2019.[18]





	The All Net Resort and Arena[image: External link] was planned to open in 2017, but is delayed until 2018 or 2019.[19]





	The Wynn Paradise Park has been announced for 2020.[20] Work is expected to begin at the end of 2017.[21]





	The Riviera[image: External link] was demolished in August 2016 to make way for the Las Vegas Global Business District[image: External link] Project.




	
Crown Resorts[image: External link] purchased the site of the New Frontier[image: External link] in August 2014 with plans for a new resort named Alon Las Vegas[image: External link]. They pulled out the project in December 2016. However, the developers continue to explore options to get the project started.[22]





	Plans to build the Las Vegas Raiders Stadium[image: External link] near The Strip were made public the end of March 2016.[23]





	The unfinished Fontainebleau[image: External link],[24] the unfinished Skyvue[image: External link] ferris wheel,[25] and the land of the former La Concha Motel[image: External link][26] are for sale.
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 Transportation




RTC Transit[image: External link] (previously Citizens Area Transit, or CAT) provides bus service on the Strip with double decker buses[image: External link] known as The Deuce[image: External link]. The Deuce runs between Mandalay Bay at the southern end of the Strip (and to the Welcome to Fabulous Las Vegas sign and South Strip Transfer Terminal after midnight) to the Bonneville Transit Center (BTC) and the Fremont Street Experience in Downtown Las Vegas[image: External link], with stops near every casino. RTC also operates an express bus called the Strip and Downtown Express (SDX). This route connects the Strip to the Las Vegas Convention Center[image: External link] and Downtown Las Vegas[image: External link] to the north, with stops at selected hotels and shopping attractions (Las Vegas Premium Outlets North & South).

While not on the Strip itself, the Las Vegas Monorail[image: External link] runs on the east side of the Strip corridor from Tropicana Avenue to Sahara Avenue.[27]

Several free trams operate on the west side of the Strip:


	
Mandalay Bay Tram[image: External link] connecting the Mandalay Bay[image: External link], Luxor[image: External link], and Excalibur[image: External link]


	
Aria[image: External link] Express connecting the Monte Carlo[image: External link], Crystals[image: External link] (also stop for Aria[image: External link]), and Bellagio[image: External link]


	Between Treasure Island[image: External link] and The Mirage[image: External link]




Most hotel properties along the Strip provide free shuttles between other properties and attractions.

Prior to CAT bus service beginning operations in 1992, mass transit on the Strip was provided by a private transit company, Las Vegas Transit[image: External link]. The Strip route was their only profitable route and supported the whole bus system.[citation needed[image: External link]]
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 Pedestrian traffic




Concerning pedestrian safety and to help alleviate traffic congestion at popular intersections, several pedestrian footbridges were erected in 1990s. Some feature designs that match the theme of the nearby resorts. The Tropicana – Las Vegas Boulevard[image: External link] footbridges were the first to be installed, and based on the success of this project additional footbridges have been built on Las Vegas Boulevard at the Flamingo Road intersection connecting Bellagio[image: External link], Caesar's Palace[image: External link], Bally's[image: External link], and The Cromwell[image: External link]; between The Mirage[image: External link]/Treasure Island[image: External link] and The Venetian[image: External link], and at the Las Vegas Boulevard-Spring Mountain and Sands Avenue intersection connecting the Wynn[image: External link] with the Fashion Show Mall[image: External link], The Palazzo[image: External link] and Treasure Island[image: External link]. The latest to be completed connects Planet Hollywood[image: External link], CityCenter[image: External link] and The Cosmopolitan[image: External link] at the Harmon Avenue intersection.[28]




[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Attractions on the Strip
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 Golf




In 2000, Bali Hai Golf Club opened just south of Mandalay Bay[image: External link] and the Strip.[29]

In recent years, all golf courses on the Strip but the Desert Inn Golf Course have been removed to make way for building projects. Even though many golf courses along the Strip were being torn down, such as the Tropicana Country Club[image: External link] and the Dunes[image: External link] golf course, developer Steve Wynn[image: External link], founder of previously owned Mirage Resorts[image: External link], purchased the Desert Inn[image: External link] and golf course for his new company Wynn Resorts[image: External link]. The Wynn Golf Club is "...the only golf course attached to a resort on the Las Vegas Strip...".[30] In 2005, he opened Wynn Las Vegas[image: External link], complete with remodeled golf course providing tee times to hotel guests only.
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 Amusement parks and rides




The strip is home to many amusement parks and rides. These include:


	Big Shot[image: External link]

	X-Scream[image: External link]

	SkyJump Las Vegas[image: External link]

	Adventuredome[image: External link]

	The Roller Coaster[image: External link]

	High Roller[image: External link]
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 Shopping





	
Bonanza Gift Shop[image: External link] is billed as the "World's Largest Gift Shop", with over 40,000 square feet (3,700 m2) of shopping space.

	
The Shoppes at The Palazzo[image: External link] feature luxury stores including the only Barneys New York[image: External link] department store in Las Vegas.

	
Fashion Show Mall[image: External link] is adjacent to Treasure Island[image: External link] and opposite Wynn Las Vegas[image: External link].

	
Grand Canal Shoppes[image: External link] is a luxury mall connected to The Venetian[image: External link] with canals, gondolas and singing gondoliers.

	
The LINQ[image: External link] is an open-air retail, dining, and entertainment district located between The Linq[image: External link] and Flamingo[image: External link] resorts that began a soft open in January 2014. It leads from a Strip-side entrance to the High Roller[image: External link].

	
Miracle Mile Shops[image: External link] is part of the Planet Hollywood[image: External link] hotel.

	
The Forum Shops at Caesars[image: External link] is a luxury mall connected to Caesars Palace[image: External link], with more than 160 shops and 11 restaurants.

	
Crystals at CityCenter[image: External link] is a luxury high-fashion mall at CityCenter[image: External link].

	Harmon Corner is a three story retail center located next to Planet Hollywood[image: External link] with shops and restaurants.

	
Showcase Mall[image: External link] is next to MGM Grand[image: External link], and displays a 100-foot Coca-Cola[image: External link] bottle.[31]


	The Park, a short east-west street between the Monte Carlo[image: External link] and New York-New York[image: External link] resorts is a park-like boulevard lined with retail shops and restaurants, leading to T-Mobile Arena.[32]
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 Entertainment




The Las Vegas strip is well known for its lounges, showrooms, theaters and nightclubs;[33] most of the attractions and shows on the Strip are located on the hotel casino properties. Some of the more popular free attractions visible from the Strip include the water fountains at Bellagio[image: External link], the volcano at The Mirage[image: External link], and the Fall of Atlantis and Festival Fountain at Caesars Palace[image: External link]. There are several Cirque du Soleil[image: External link] shows, such as Kà[image: External link] at the MGM Grand, O[image: External link] at Bellagio, Mystère[image: External link] at Treasure Island, Zumanity[image: External link] (for ages 18 and older) at New York-New York[image: External link], Criss Angel Believe[image: External link] at the Luxor[image: External link], Zarkana[image: External link] at the Aria Resort and Casino[image: External link], and Michael Jackson: One[image: External link] at Mandalay Bay[image: External link].[34]

Many notable artists have performed in Las Vegas, including Elvis Presley[image: External link], Frank Sinatra[image: External link], Judy Garland[image: External link], Wayne Newton[image: External link], Liza Minnelli[image: External link], Dean Martin[image: External link], Sammy Davis Jr.[image: External link] and Liberace[image: External link],[35] and in more recent years Celine Dion[image: External link], Britney Spears[image: External link], Barry Manilow[image: External link], Cher[image: External link], Elton John[image: External link], Bette Midler[image: External link], Donny and Marie Osmond[image: External link], Garth Brooks[image: External link], Reba McEntire[image: External link], Mariah Carey[image: External link] and Olivia Newton-John[image: External link] have had residencies in the various resorts on the Strip. The only movie theatre[ when?[image: External link]] directly on the Strip is the 10-screen Regal Showcase Theatre in the Showcase Mall next to the MGM Grand (opened in 1997 and operated by Regal Entertainment Group[image: External link]).[36]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Venues




The strip is home to many entertainment venues, many of them multipurpose. These include:



	
All Net Resort and Arena[image: External link] (planned)


	The AXIS[image: External link]

	Las Vegas Festival Grounds[image: External link]

	The Colosseum at Caesars Palace[image: External link]

	Mandalay Bay Events Center[image: External link]

	MGM Grand Garden Arena[image: External link]

	T-Mobile Arena

	Tryst Nightclub[image: External link]

	XS Nightclub[image: External link]
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 Locations of major landmarks
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 Current landmarks






	North towards Fremont Street[image: External link]
↑





	Stratosphere[image: External link]
	



	Aztec Inn[image: External link]



	
Allure[image: External link], Bonanza Gift Shop[image: External link]




	Sahara Avenue
	Sahara Avenue



	Festival Grounds[image: External link]
	SLS[image: External link]



	Hilton Grand Vacations[image: External link]
	
All Net Resort and Arena[image: External link] (construction)




	Sky[image: External link]
	



	Circus Circus[image: External link]
	
Fontainebleau[image: External link] (on hold), Turnberry[image: External link]




	Slots-A-Fun[image: External link]
	
Global Business District[image: External link] (construction)




	
Resorts World[image: External link] (construction)

	



	Desert Inn Road
	Desert Inn Road



	
Trump[image: External link], Alon[image: External link] (construction)

	Encore[image: External link]



	Fashion Show Mall[image: External link]
	Wynn[image: External link]



	Spring Mountain Road
	Sands Avenue



	Treasure Island[image: External link]
	
Palazzo[image: External link], Sands Expo[image: External link]




	
	Venetian[image: External link]



	Mirage[image: External link]
	Casino Royale[image: External link]



	
	Harrah's[image: External link]



	
	
Linq[image: External link], High Roller[image: External link]




	
	Flamingo[image: External link]



	Caesars Palace[image: External link]
	
Cromwell[image: External link], Westin[image: External link]




	Flamingo Road
	Flamingo Road



	Bellagio[image: External link]
	Bally's[image: External link]



	
	Paris[image: External link]



	Cosmopolitan[image: External link]
	Planet Hollywood[image: External link]



	Harmon Avenue
	Harmon Avenue



	
CityCenter[image: External link] ( Aria[image: External link], Vdara[image: External link], Mandarin Oriental[image: External link])
	
Grand Chateau[image: External link], Signature[image: External link]




	Monte Carlo[image: External link]
	Showcase Mall[image: External link]



	
T-Mobile Arena, New York-New York[image: External link]

	MGM Grand[image: External link]



	Tropicana Avenue
	Tropicana Avenue



	Excalibur[image: External link]
	
Tropicana[image: External link], Hooters[image: External link]




	Luxor[image: External link]
	



	
Delano[image: External link], Mandalay Bay[image: External link]

	
Skyvue[image: External link] (abandoned)




	Russell Road



	
↓
Welcome to Fabulous Las Vegas sign[image: External link]

South towards Interstate 215[image: External link]
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 Former hotel/casino locations






	North towards Fremont Street[image: External link]
↑





	
Vegas World[image: External link]/Million Dollar Casino
	
	Silver Nugget



	Honest John's Casino/Jolly Trolley Casino/Big Wheel Casino/Centerfold Casino/Jackpot Casino/Money Tree Casino
	
Holy Cow[image: External link]/Foxy's Firehouse Casino



	Sahara Avenue
	Sahara Avenue



	El Rancho Vegas[image: External link]
	
Sahara[image: External link]/Club Bingo



	
	Wet 'n Wild[image: External link]



	
	Thunderbird/Silverbird/El Rancho[image: External link]



	
	Riviera[image: External link]



	Westward Ho[image: External link]
	La Concha Motel[image: External link]



	
	
Silver City Casino[image: External link]/Silver Five/Riata Casino/El Morocco



	
Stardust[image: External link]/Royal Nevada
	Big Red's Casino/ CBS[image: External link] Sports World Casino



	Desert Inn Road
	Desert Inn Road



	
Silver Slipper[image: External link]/Last Frontier Village/Golden Slipper
	



	
New Frontier[image: External link]/91 Club/Pair-O-Dice/Last Frontier/Frontier
	
Desert Inn[image: External link]/Player's Club/Desert Spa/Khoury's El Rancho Rio



	Spring Mountain Road
	Sands Avenue



	
	
Sands[image: External link]/La Rue Casino/Matty's Tropics



	
Castaways[image: External link]/San Souci/Red Rooster Night Club
	
Nob Hill Casino[image: External link]/Trade Winds



	
	
Holiday Casino[image: External link], Holiday Inn[image: External link]/River Queen



	
	
Flamingo Capri[image: External link]/Imperial Palace[image: External link]/ Quad[image: External link]




	
	O'Sheas Casino[image: External link]



	
	
Barbary Coast[image: External link]/Bill's Gamblin' Hall and Saloon[image: External link]/Gansevoort/Empey's Desert Villa/Times Square Motel



	Flamingo Road
	Flamingo Road



	
Dunes[image: External link]/Dunes Golf Course
	
MGM Grand[image: External link]/Bonanza Casino/Three Coins



	
	Little Caesars Casino/The Galaxy



	
	
Aladdin[image: External link]/Tally Ho/King's Crown



	
Holiday Inn[image: External link], Boardwalk[image: External link]

	Harmon Avenue



	
	Lucky Slots Casino/Silver Saddle Casino



	
	Marina[image: External link]



	Tropicana Avenue
	Tropicana Avenue



	Hacienda[image: External link]
	



	Russell Road



	
	
	
Klondike[image: External link]/ Kona Kai Motel



	
↓
South towards Interstate 215[image: External link]
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 Demolished or closed Strip casinos and hotels





	
Aladdin Hotel & Casino[image: External link]: Opened in 1963 as the Tally Ho, became the King's Crown in 1965, the Aladdin in 1966, and was demolished in 1998, and reopened in 2000. In 2007, the Aladdin was renamed Planet Hollywood[image: External link].

	Big Red's Casino: Opened in 1981 and closed in 1982. Property developed for CBS Sports World Casino in 1997. Changed name to Sports World Casino after CBS[image: External link] threatened to sue.[37] Closed in 2001, now a shopping center.

	
Barbary Coast Hotel and Casino[image: External link]: Closed in 2007, now The Cromwell[image: External link].

	
Boardwalk Hotel and Casino[image: External link]: Closed on January 6, 2006, demolished May 9, 2006 to make way for CityCenter[image: External link].

	
Castaways Hotel and Casino[image: External link]: Opened in 1957 as the San Souci Hotel and became the Castaways in 1963 and was demolished in 1987. Now The Mirage[image: External link].

	
Desert Inn[image: External link]: Closed on August 28, 2000, demolished in 2004, now Wynn Las Vegas[image: External link] and Encore Las Vegas[image: External link]; Desert Inn golf course was retained and improved.

	
Dunes Hotel and Casino[image: External link]: Closed on January 26, 1993, demolished in 1993, now Bellagio[image: External link]. The Dunes golf course is now occupied by parts of Monte Carlo[image: External link], New York-New York[image: External link], CityCenter[image: External link], Cosmopolitan[image: External link], and T-Mobile Arena.

	
El Rancho (formerly Thunderbird/Silverbird)[image: External link]: Closed in 1992 and demolished in 2000. Now the unfinished Fontainebleau[image: External link].

	
El Rancho Vegas[image: External link]: Burned down in 1960. The Hilton Grand Vacation Club[image: External link] timeshare now exists on the south edge of the site where the resort once stood; the remainder is now the Las Vegas Festival Grounds[image: External link].

	
Hacienda[image: External link]: Closed in 1996, demolished in 1996, now Mandalay Bay[image: External link]. Until 2015, a separate Hacienda[image: External link] operated outside of Boulder City[image: External link], formerly the Gold Strike Inn[image: External link].

	
Holiday Casino[image: External link]: Opened in 1973 and closed in 1992. Now Harrah's Las Vegas[image: External link].

	
Holy Cow Casino and Brewery[image: External link]: First micro brewery in Las Vegas. Closed in 2002, property currently vacant.

	
Imperial Palace Hotel and Casino[image: External link]: Opened in 1959 as the Flamingo Capri[image: External link] and became the Imperial Palace in 1979 and The Quad in 2012. Now The Linq[image: External link].

	Jackpot Casino: Closed in 1977, now part of Bonanza Gift Shop[image: External link]


	
Klondike Hotel & Casino[image: External link]: Closed in 2006, demolished in 2008.

	Little Caesars Casino: Opened in 1970 and closed in 1994. Paris Las Vegas[image: External link] now occupies the area.[38]


	
MGM Grand Hotel and Casino[image: External link]: Closed in 1986 and now Bally's Las Vegas[image: External link].

	Money Tree Casino: Closed in 1979, now Bonanza Gift Shop[image: External link].

	
Marina Hotel and Casino[image: External link]: Closed, adapted into MGM Grand, now the West Wing of the MGM Grand[image: External link].

	
New Frontier[image: External link]: Closed July 16, 2007, demolished November 13, 2007. Currently being redeveloped as Alon Las Vegas[image: External link].

	
Nob Hill Casino[image: External link]: Opened in 1979 and closed in 1990. Now Best Western + Casino Royale[image: External link]


	
Riviera Hotel and Casino[image: External link]: Opened in 1955; Closed in May 2015 to make way for the Las Vegas Global Business District[image: External link].

	
Sahara Hotel and Casino[image: External link]: Closed on May 16, 2011. Reopened August 23, 2014 as SLS Las Vegas[image: External link].

	
Sands Hotel and Casino[image: External link]: Closed on June 30, 1996, demolished in 1996, now The Venetian[image: External link].

	
Silver City Casino[image: External link]: Closed in 1999, now the Silver City Plaza Shopping Center.

	
Silver Slipper[image: External link] Casino: Opened in 1950 and closed and demolished in 1988. It became the parking lot for the New Frontier[image: External link] until its closure and demolition in 2007.

	
Stardust Resort & Casino[image: External link]: Closed on November 1, 2006, demolished on March 13, 2007. Currently being redeveloped as Resorts World Las Vegas[image: External link].

	
Vegas World[image: External link]: Opened in 1979 and closed in 1995. Now the Stratosphere Las Vegas[image: External link]


	
Westward Ho Hotel and Casino[image: External link]: Closed in 2005, demolished in 2006. Currently being redeveloped as Resorts World Las Vegas[image: External link].
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 Gallery
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 See also





	List of Las Vegas Strip hotels[image: External link]

	Downtown (Nevada gaming area)[image: External link]

	West Las Vegas[image: External link]
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Zuffa





Zuffa, LLC /'zu:fe /[image: External link] is an American sports promotion company specializing in mixed martial arts. It was founded in January 2001 in Las Vegas, Nevada, by Station Casinos[image: External link] executives Frank Fertitta III[image: External link] and Lorenzo Fertitta[image: External link] to be the parent entity of the Ultimate Fighting Championship (UFC) after they purchased it from the Semaphore Entertainment Group. On July 11, 2016, Zuffa announced that it would be purchased by WME-IMG[image: External link] for the price of $4 billion.[1]

The word "Zuffa" is an Italian[image: External link] word (pronounced  [ˈtsuffa][image: External link]), meaning "fight".
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 Relationship with MMA organizations
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 International Fight League




Throughout the existence of the International Fight League[image: External link] (IFL) between 2006 and 2008, both Zuffa and the IFL had competed in a hostile relationship. Zuffa accused the IFL of and sued them for illegally using proprietary information obtained by hiring executives from the UFC organization. The IFL responded with their own suit claiming that Zuffa was threatening potential partners not to work with the IFL, including Fox Sports Net[image: External link] (a deal with Fox Sports was later signed before resolution of the suit[2]). The tension between the IFL and the UFC worsened with accusations that the IFL had attempted to buy out several top UFC fighters.

In July 2008, there were reports of the IFL's possible purchase by the UFC.[3] That same month, Joe Favorito, former IFL senior vice president, cited financial troubles for the closing of the company on July 31, 2008. Anonymous sources stated that Zuffa had bought the IFL.[4] Other reports cited the UFC's airing of IFL footage on its programming, and the signing of previous IFL fighters, as an indirect confirmation of the purchase.[5]
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 WFA




On December 11, 2006, Zuffa acquired the assets of the World Fighting Alliance[image: External link], and formed WFA Enterprises, LLC. as a subsidiary to handle these assets, including select fighter contracts.[6] On the same day, it was reported that Zuffa was formalizing plans to buy World Extreme Cagefighting[image: External link], to be run as a separate promotion from the UFC.
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 WEC




Following the purchase of the WEC, Zuffa made several changes to the promotion. This included modifying the WEC's cage, transferring to a focus on lighter weight classes, giving it the ability to host events in Las Vegas and having the championships of fighters who were contracted UFC fighters vacated.

From 2007 to the end of 2010, the WEC was run as a separate promotion under the Zuffa banner, airing events 28[image: External link] to 53[image: External link] on Versus[image: External link] in the US and on The Score[image: External link] in Canada.

On October 28, 2010, Dana White announced that the WEC would be absorbed into the UFC in early 2011.[7]
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 Pride Fighting Championships




See: Pride Fighting Championships § Pride Worldwide era[image: External link]


On March 27, 2007, it was announced that Frank Fertitta III[image: External link] and Lorenzo Fertitta[image: External link] were acquiring the assets of Pride Fighting Championships[image: External link], the UFC's largest rival, from Dream Stage Entertainment[image: External link]. To handle the take over, the Fertitta brothers created a new corporate entity to handle the assets, Pride FC Worldwide Holdings LLC. With common ownership in place, Zuffa and Pride Worldwide would be working closely together.[8] Although goals of reviving Pride were not realized, many of Pride's assets, including contracts with fighters and intellectual property, are now regularly utilized by the UFC.
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 Strikeforce
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 Early relationship (2008–2010)




Starting around 2008, UFC president Dana White began a long media battle with their main competitor Strikeforce[image: External link] and their main media partner, Showtime[image: External link].

Dana White had expressed that he had "no beef with Strikeforce", instead indicating a greater dislike for Showtime, and Ken Hershman in particular.

However, White did express in an interview that he had a mutual relationship with Strikeforce founder and CEO, Scott Coker[image: External link], explaining that Coker was caught up in his battle with Showtime.
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 2011 acquisition and beyond (2011–2013)




On March 1, 2011, Scott Coker was noted for dismissing rumors of a pending sale to Zuffa as "crazy." Coker went on to explain that Strikeforce was searching for "strategic partners" and that there were at least two (some reports say three) potential investors, but that "the UFC is not one of them."[9][10] One of the potential investors has been documented to have been ProElite[image: External link].[9][11]

However, on March 12, 2011, it was announced in an interview of Dana White by journalist Ariel Helwani that Zuffa had purchased Strikeforce.[11][12][13][14][15] The deal was made between Zuffa and partial Strikeforce owner Silicon Valley Sports and Entertainment[image: External link].[11][16] The amount of money involved has not been officially disclosed, however it has been reported that the deal was worth $40 million.[17]

Sources have confirmed that Scott Coker attempted to not sell Strikeforce to Zuffa. However, Coker ultimately failed and agreed to sell Strikeforce's licensing rights, fighter contracts, and video library to Zuffa on March 10 or 11.[9][11]

On March 14, 2011, Zuffa held a conference call to officially announce the acquisition of Strikeforce.[18][19]

On March 28, 2011, Scott Coker stated that he felt that the acquisition would be good for the sport of mixed martial arts. This was in contradiction of his original resistance of selling Strikeforce to Zuffa.[20]

Ultimately Strikeforce was operated as a separate company, similar to that of the WEC, until January 12, 2013, when the final Strikeforce show was held in Oklahoma City[image: External link]. After which the promotion was dissolved and all fighter contracts were either ended or absorbed into the UFC.
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 United Glory




When United Glory[image: External link] was originally formed in 2006, it was known as Ultimate Glory before a lawsuit with Zuffa forced a name change.[21]
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 Invicta Fighting Championships




In June 2014 the UFC announced that they had signed a multi-year, multi-event broadcast deal to show and archive all Invicta FC[image: External link] events on UFC Fight Pass.[22][23] This has allowed the UFC to further expand its women's divisions by adding a strawweight[image: External link] division in July 2014, and signing Invicta fighters such as Carla Esparza[image: External link] and Felice Herrig[image: External link].
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 Shooto




In June 2014 the UFC announced that they had signed a development deal with the recently revived, Vale Tudo Japan[image: External link]. A brand that was brought back in 2012 by the long running, Shooto[image: External link] promotion.[24][25] The UFC plans on promoting and operating a new tournament series that will focus on 135[image: External link] and 145[image: External link] pound divisions. There were plans of a The Ultimate Fighter-like TV show to help promote these tournaments but it is unclear on what the status remains on it.[26][27]
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 Relationship With non-MMA organizations
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 Flash Entertainment




On January 12, 2010, Zuffa sold a minority interest in the company to Flash Entertainment. The company announced the completion of a deal in which a 10-percent interest in the company to the Abu Dhabi[image: External link] government-owned Flash Entertainment. With the sale, company ownership would be 40.5 percent held by Lorenzo Fertitta, the company’s CEO and chairman, 40.5 percent held by his older brother, Frank Fertitta III, 10 percent by Flash Entertainment and nine percent by Dana White.[28] Flash Entertainment was formed in 2008 by the Abu Dhabi government’s Executive Affairs Authority.
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 Ubisoft




In December 2010, Zuffa filed a lawsuit against video game publisher[image: External link] Ubisoft[image: External link], for what they claimed was a violation of trademark on the game, Fighters Uncaged, packaging.[29] On the packaging of the game the trademarked term, "Ultimate Fighting" is shown in all capital letters. Zuffa claimed that the use of the term is identical or confusingly similar to the use of the UFC's trademarks. While Ubisoft failed to provide any comments on the lawsuit,[30] by August 2011, the two companies announced the dissolution of the lawsuit.[31]
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 Lone Survivor Foundation




In May 2011, it was announced that Zuffa would be holding a charity auction featuring more than 100 items to benefit the Lone Survivor Foundation[image: External link] during the last week of May 2011.[32]

All products were autographed by UFC fighters and included, baseball caps[image: External link], T-shirts[image: External link], MMA gloves[image: External link], and DVDs[image: External link]. Products generally ranged in price from $50 to a few thousand dollars.
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 Cleveland Clinic brain trauma study




In February 2014, Zuffa was one of a number of major combat sport promotions to support a major brain trauma study that was being conducted by the Cleveland Clinic[image: External link].[33][34][35][36][37][38][39][40][41][42]

This was further followed up in February 2016, when Zuffa donated a million dollars to the Ruvo Center[image: External link].[43]
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 MMA regulations




The current rules used in the UFC were first established by the New Jersey Athletic Control Board[image: External link] in 2000, in consultation with the UFC and other MMA promotions in the United States.[44] The first UFC event under the new rules was UFC 28, held before Zuffa's takeover. New Jersey's Unified Rules of Mixed Martial Arts has since been established throughout the country by other state athletic commissions, including Nevada and California.[44] The UFC has however kept close ties with state commissions, especially the Nevada State Athletic Commission, of which Lorenzo Fertitta was a former board member.[45]
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 Drug Policy Efforts




While during the early years of the sport of mixed martial arts, when Pride Fighting Championships[image: External link] along with the Ultimate Fighting Championship were early premierships of the sport. It has been documented that there was a noteworthy lack of rules and regulations regarding drug testing for PED's[image: External link].[46][47][48] This led to a widespread debate and discussion regarding how prevalent the use of steroids were in the sport. As well as to a long list of competitors in the UFC and other major organizations facing failed drug tests.[49] This was further highlighted by continued problems with UFC champions including Jon Jones and Anderson Silva.[50][51] So in February 2015, Zuffa announced a more aggressive year round, random-testing approach for its competitors to begin in July 2015.[52][53][54]
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 Anti-piracy efforts




Zuffa has been one of the largest and most aggressive spenders among anti-piracy political lobbyists[image: External link] in the United States since the end of the 2000s.[55] One thing in particular that sets them apart from other sports leagues is that, in addition to supporting efforts of stricter piracy laws, they have also on numerous occasions gone after selected individuals in addition to pirate hosting websites.[56][57] Some of the most notable cases have included, a well publicized lawsuit with Justin.tv[image: External link] in 2011[58][59][60] and a $32 million settlement involving a New York man in 2014.[61][62]

Zuffa has always maintained the stance that the large amounts of illegal streams of their events causes massive financial losses.[63] In response to having such a stringent stance it has been extremely controversial and has caused a number of debates within the mixed martial arts community on its effectiveness.[64] As a result, the UFC began experimenting on an online subscription model known as UFC Fight Pass in 2014. It is unclear how beneficial the service has been since its emphasis has been largely minimal next to UFC's partnership with Fox[image: External link] and noticeable decline in average PPV buyrates, highlighted by the S&P[image: External link] downgrading Zuffa's credit rating in late 2014.[65]
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 Insurance policy




On May 9, 2011 it was announced that Zuffa would be providing year-round customized insurance coverage for any injury suffered by a UFC[image: External link] or Strikeforce athlete.[66][67][68] [69] [70][71][72] The policy covers any injuries that occur during competition, training, and non-training related accidents.

The policy was underwritten by Houston-based specialty insurance group HCC Insurance Holdings[image: External link] and went into effect on June 1, 2011.[72]

The details of the policy include:


	Coverage for all athletes signed by the UFC or Strikeforce.

	Coverage for athletes residing both within and outside of the United States.[66]


	Zuffa paying for all premiums for the policy, with athletes not required to pay anything.

	Allowing athletes to use up to $50,000 in annual coverage for any injuries that occur while under contract to Zuffa. This includes services such as, doctor services, laboratory tests, emergency medical evacuation, and physical therapy.

	Coverage for athletes regardless of if they are scheduled to compete.

	Life and dental insurance at no cost to the athletes.[66]


	No coverage for minor illnesses, but training-related illnesses like staph infections[image: External link] are covered.[69]




An insurance policy is not a first for mixed martial arts or combat sports[image: External link] as a whole. Former promotions such as the International Fight League[image: External link], offered insurance to its athletes. However Zuffa's policy is the first to cover a large group of combat sport athletes.[70]

According to UFC president Dana White, the policy was a goal of the company since Zuffa first purchased the UFC in 2001. In addition UFC chairman and CEO[image: External link], Lorenzo Fertitta[image: External link] stated that the policy took three years to establish while trying to find possible insurers.[66]

Prior to the introduction of this policy, Zuffa provided up to $100,000 for an athlete on each event to cover injuries sustained during competition. However, if an athlete was injured outside of competition they would have to pay for their own medical expenses.[72]

Notable incidents where UFC athletes were injured outside of competition include,


	
Frank Mir[image: External link], who was struck by a car while riding his motorcycle in 2004, and forced out of competition for over 20 months.

	
Brock Lesnar, who was forced out of action for several months while struggling with diverticulitis[image: External link].
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 Monopoly accusations




The Ultimate Fighting Championship has been accused of monopolistic business practices both in casual criticism[73][74][75][76] and in formal lawsuits for a number of years. There are numerous fighters who have accused the company of various wrongdoing's regarding issues including unequal pay, predatory actions toward rival promotions, lack of a pension[image: External link] or union[image: External link] safety net, and other perceived unethical business practices.

These perceptions have been most highlighted by a Federal Trade Commission[image: External link] investigation that took place between 2011 and 2012. As well as in a series of class action lawsuits filed against the company in late 2014 and early 2015.
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 Federal Trade Commission investigation




In the months following the March 2011 acquisition of rival promotion Strikeforce, rumours began to circulate that a possible investigation by the FTC would take place.[77] These rumours later came to be true when it was officially announced around the end of January 2012 that the FTC had in fact conducted an investigation, and found no wrongdoings regarding the UFC being a monopoly.[78][79][80]
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 Class action lawsuits




2014

On December 16, 2014 a class action lawsuit was filed against Zuffa by fighters Cung Le[image: External link], Jon Fitch[image: External link] and Nate Quarry[image: External link].[81][82] Within a few days, Javier Vazquez[image: External link] and Dennis Hallman[image: External link] filed a second class action.[83] And on December 24, Brandon Vera[image: External link] and Pablo Garza[image: External link] filed a third lawsuit.[84] Shortly after the initial news spreading, Zuffa quickly responded following the first class action with the statement that, "The UFC will vigorously defend itself and its business practices."[85]

This soon lead other promoters such as Scott Coker[image: External link], President of Bellator MMA[image: External link], expressing an interest in the outcome of the lawsuit while rejecting his organization as being label a, "minor league" as it was done several times in the initial filing.[86]

By the end of December 2014 the UFC made a formal statement stating, "We are proud of the company we have built, confident in our legal position, and intend to prevail in this lawsuit." [87]

2015

On February 7, 2015 a fourth lawsuit was filed against the UFC this one by Mac Danzig[image: External link] And Gabe Ruediger[image: External link].[88][89]

It was around this time Zuffa motioned to move the hearing date from May 7 to March 26. As well as move the venue from Northern California to Las Vegas, where they are headquartered.[90]

A few weeks later Zuffa motioned to have the lawsuits dismissed, in four separate documents they claim, "The Complaints' vague and conclusory allegations fall far short of the Supreme Court's requirements in Bell Atlantic Corp. v. Twombly[image: External link], for pleading specific facts showing a plausible antitrust claim."[91]

Shortly thereafter a fifth lawsuit was added by Kyle Kingsbury[image: External link] and Darren Uyenoyama[image: External link] on March 20, 2015.[92]

On April 12, the plaintiff athletes filed an opposition to February's motion to dismiss and transfer.[93]

Following the May 7th hearing regarding the motion to change venue a Californian federal judge granted Zuffa the motion to change venue to Las Vegas after citing contract agreements from the former employees.[94]

As a result of the change of venue to Nevada, Zuffa was denied its motion to remain a discovery[image: External link] for 15 years of its financial records.[95][96]

Subsequently, following this denial, debate a began on who, what, and how UFC sensitive information should be viewed. Especially by MMAFA founder, Rob Maysey[image: External link].[97]

Both sides have argued for different criteria, so not to put them at an disadvantage. However Zuffa has requested a two-tiered system of confidentiality: confidential and highly confidential. They have stated they feel that Maysey's access to highly confidential information could have an influential impact on him and his role in the MMAFA. Meanwhile, Maysey has openly stated his goal is to represent the fighters and ultimately try to get a reform similar to the Ali Act[image: External link] of 2000.[98]

Moving forward to September 25, 2015 due to the gradual nature and complications regarding the lawsuit; Zuffa requested another dismissal of the case and asked that it be thrown out of Las Vegas federal court. In a surprise bench ruling, this was ultimately denied which promoted the UFC to release a formal response.[99][100][101]

The following week, magistrate judge Peggy Leen ruled that the UFC could not prevent plaintiffs attorney Rob Maysey from viewing its most highly confidential and sensitive business and financial information. This has officially caused an expert discovery that is estimated to last from 12–16 months (September 2016 to January 2017).[102] In doing so both parties will have to hand over various highly confidential and sensitive documents.

The goal of the expert discovery is to determine three key factors for antitrust liability to all hold true: (1) Does the UFC have monopoly power? (2) Did the UFC acquire or maintain such power through exclusionary conduct? (3) Did the UFC cause antitrust injury? Since having a monopoly is not always illegal in the United States.

This is expected to involve a wide range of important figures (past and present) in both mixed martial arts and boxing. Including most top ranked UFC staff, Scott Coker[image: External link], Bjorn Rebney[image: External link], Ray Sefo[image: External link], Frank Shamrock[image: External link], Fedor Emelianenko[image: External link], Randy Couture[image: External link], Ben Askren[image: External link], Mark Cuban[image: External link], Oscar De La Hoya[image: External link], Bob Arum[image: External link], Lou DiBella[image: External link], Ken Hershman, Bob Meyrowitz[image: External link], and even various PRIDE FC[image: External link] executives. So following this ruling through the end of 2015. Both sides have provided well over 100,000 documents.[103]

2016

Starting in January, the UFC defense team filed its official answer denying the fighters’ antitrust claims. In an amended complaint, which contained nearly identical legal and economic substance to the version originally from December 2014. The only major difference being the number of plaintiff fighters has declined from eleven to six.[104]

Pablo Garza, Gabe Ruediger, Darren Uyenoyama, Dennis Hallman, and Mac Danzig all have been dropped out of the lawsuit while the original three plaintiffs, Cung Le, Nate Quarry, and Jon Fitch remain along with Brandon Vera, Javier Vazquez, and Kyle Kingsbury.

In addition Zuffa has stood by its point of protecting its brand. And in the latest update, the UFC has inadvertently produced PRIDE FC acquisition materials.[105] This has triggered a new debate on whether the material is of value in the lawsuit or can be used as a privileged document.
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 Sale to WME-IMG




Around May 11, 2016, ESPN's[image: External link] Darren Rovell reported that Goldman Sachs[image: External link] was helping Zuffa set up a sale of its majority ownership to one of four bidders at a speculated price range between $3.5 billion to $4 billion.[106] Immediately after Rovell reported this, UFC President Dana White went on The Dan Patrick Show[image: External link] and denied that the UFC was up for sale, claiming that Zuffa was more focused on "working on deals and our expansion globally" than selling the promotion. However, White would further add that Zuffa would be listening to offers if they met the reported $4 billion.[107]

Despite White's denial of a potential sale, Dave Meltzer of SB Nation's[image: External link] mmafighting.com reported a month later that the sale of the UFC was imminent, as Zuffa received two bids within the range of $3.9 billion to $4.2 billion from both WME-IMG[image: External link] and China Media Capital[image: External link].[108]

Finally, on July 11, after months of speculation, the UFC released a statement confirming that Zuffa had sold its majority stake to an ownership group headed by WME-IMG[image: External link] for $4 billion.[109] ESPN's Darren Rovell and Brett Okamoto would go on further to report that, despite the sale to WME-IMG, Dana White would be staying on with the UFC as President and would "be given a stake in the new business." They would also add that the Abu Dhabi-based Flash Entertainment would still maintain its 10 percent stake in the company.[1]
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William Morris Endeavor





William Morris Endeavor Entertainment, LLC, also known as William Morris Endeavor, WME or WME-IMG, is an American talent agency with offices in Beverly Hills, California[image: External link], United States[image: External link]. The company was founded in April 2009, after the merger of the William Morris Agency[image: External link] and the Endeavor Agency[image: External link]. WME represents artists across all media platforms, specifically movies, television, music, theatre, digital and publishing.[1] It also represents the NFL[image: External link] and NHL[image: External link].[2] WME also owns the Ultimate Fighting Championship[3] and Miss Universe[image: External link]. The company is run by Co-CEOs Ari Emanuel[image: External link] and Patrick Whitesell[image: External link].


[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 History





[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Beginnings




See: William Morris Agency[image: External link] and Endeavor Talent Agency[image: External link]


As the entertainment industry evolved, so did WMA, which soon expanded into television, film, literature and music representation.[4]

The Endeavor Talent Agency launched in 1995, nearly 100 years after WMA, and rapidly grew to include clients from every facet of the entertainment industry.[5] By 2009, Endeavor was one of the fastest-growing Hollywood talent agencies, with the New York Times[image: External link] singling out its reputation for "quick thinking, ferocity and barely bridled ambition.[6]"
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 WME Merger




On April 27, 2009, WMA and the Endeavor Talent Agency announced that they were forming William Morris Endeavor, or WME.[7] Endeavor executives Ari Emanuel and Patrick Whitesell were widely seen as the architects of the merger and quickly became the Co-CEOs of WME.[8]

In 2011, Emanuel was quoted in a Financial Times[image: External link] profile about the company, saying "We built a culture where people are rewarded for taking risks."[9] Emanuel and Whitesell have implemented several leadership strategies to boost the productivity of their agents, most notably, the "Farmhouse" training program.[10]

Following the merger, WME moved its headquarters into the offices of Endeavor.[11] The company now takes up several floors at 9601 Wilshire Boulevard in the heart of Beverly Hills. Additionally, WME has offices in New York, London, Miami, and Nashville.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Company Expansion




Since the merger, WME has grown to include several subsidiary companies and expanded divisions. Fortune[image: External link] named Co-CEOs Ari Emanuel and Patrick Whitesell to their 2010 "Businessperson of the Year" list, acknowledging their corporate growth strategies.[12] Emanuel had previously been recognized as a 21st-century "super agent" by both The Wall Street Journal[image: External link] and The Guardian[image: External link], as well as an Advertising Age[image: External link] "Influencer."[13][14][15]

Shortly after the merger, WME helped launch the investment group Raine,[16] which aligned the company with properties like Vice Media[image: External link] and Zumba Fitness[image: External link]. In 2010 WME partnered with RED Interactive,[17] giving clients access to an award-winning digital advertising agency. Two years later, they formed an alliance with the social media management firm TheAudience,[18] partnering with digital entrepreneur Sean Parker[image: External link] and executing social campaigns for properties like the Seth MacFarlane[image: External link] motion picture Ted[image: External link] and the Coachella Music Festival[image: External link].[19] 2013 brought a strategic partnership between WME and creative music agency Jingle Punks, which creates, publishes and licenses music. WME is also an investor in the e-commerce platform OpenSky, which was named one of America's "Most Promising Companies" by Forbes.[20] In 2013, Whitesell and Emanuel were profiled in Fast Company[image: External link], highlighting the company's digital growth.[21]

In July 2013, WME acquired a minority stake in the global creative agency Droga5[image: External link]. The partnership combines the companies’ advertising and entertainment resources, creating new opportunities for their collective clients in the branded content and marketing space. Founded by David Droga[image: External link], Droga5[image: External link] was named Adweek’s[image: External link] 2012 Agency of the Year[22] and oversees accounts for Coca-Cola[image: External link], Motorola[image: External link] and Spotify[image: External link].

Describing the partnership, The New York Times wrote, “As consumers increasingly ignore traditional advertising and are bombarded with a constant stream of content, both online and offline, advertisers have been forced to find more compelling ways to get their attention. WME could help provide the answer given its substantial reach in television, publishing, music, film and theater.[23]"

On December 18, 2013, WME and Silver Lake[image: External link] announced the acquisition of IMG[image: External link] for $2.4 billion.[24] WME[image: External link]’s Ari Emanuel[image: External link] and Patrick Whitesell[image: External link] will serve as co-CEOs.

On January 21, 2015, it was announced that WME had acquired Global eSports Management (GEM), an international agency representing various esports[image: External link] and professional video game[image: External link] players and personalities.[25]

On September 14, 2015, WME acquired from Donald Trump[image: External link] the Miss Universe Organization[image: External link], which produces the Miss Universe[image: External link], Miss USA[image: External link] and Miss Teen USA[image: External link] beauty pageants[image: External link] and related content. The organization sells television rights to the pageants in other countries. Financial details were not disclosed.[26] On September 23 it was announced that WME/IMG would be partnering with Turner Broadcasting[image: External link] to create a televised Counter-Strike: Global Offensive[image: External link] esports league that be broadcast on TBS[image: External link] in 2016.[27]

On July 11, 2016, mixed martial arts organization the Ultimate Fighting Championship, announced that WME had purchased the company from Zuffa for $4 billion.[28] On August 22, 2016, it acquired well-regarded tastemaker boutique lit Rabineau Wachter Sanford & Gillett, with the founders to become head of a newly-formed book to film/tv division[29]
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 WME and Silver Lake




On May 2, 2012, WME and Silver Lake[image: External link], a technology-focused private equity[image: External link] firm based in Silicon Valley[image: External link], signed an agreement for Silver Lake to acquire a 31% minority stake in the agency.[30] A new executive committee[image: External link], consisting of Co-CEOs Ari Emanuel and Patrick Whitesell and Silver Lake Partners[image: External link] Managing Director Egon Durban, leads the company's growth strategy and investment activities.[31][32] The Silver Lake deal drew the attention of several leading financial publications, including Forbes[image: External link], The Financial Times[image: External link], The New York Times[image: External link], and The Wall Street Journal[image: External link].[33][34][35][36] Silver Lake increased their stake in WME to 51% following the acquisition of IMG Worldwide.[37]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Departments




WME's agents specialize in a broad variety of entertainment sectors. Company divisions include Talent, Motion Pictures, Scripted Television, Non-Scripted Television, Music, Literary, Theatre, Commercials, Speakers, and Branded Lifestyle.
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 Motion Pictures




WME's motion picture clients represent a diverse mix of filmmakers, actors, writers and directors.


	
Amy Adams[image: External link][38]
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 Television




WME represents artists from the scripted and non-scripted television space.
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 Literary




WME's Literary Department is co-headed by Suzanne Gluck, Eric Simonoff[image: External link], and WME board member Jennifer Rudolph Walsh[image: External link]. In 2013, client Sheryl Sandberg[image: External link] released her debut book, Lean In[image: External link], which topped multiple bestseller lists and sold 140,000 copies its first week of publication.[59] The company's Literary Department also helps authors branch out into mediums like television and film, negotiating deals for book-to-screen adaptations. WME's UK Literary Department is headed by Simon Trewin.
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 Theatre




WME's Theatre Department represents actors, directors, writers and choreographers. They also bring motion picture and television talent to the stage. Additionally, the department transitions theatre clients into new mediums, helping to break out TV and film talent and expand productions into new formats.
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 Speakers




WME's Speakers Division represents a selection of speakers from a wide variety of fields, including national and global affairs, media relations, business and economics, health and science, humor, and sports and motivation. The Lectures Department also handles speaking opportunities for clients across all WME divisions.
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 Commercials




WME's Commercials Division helps partner clients with notable brands like AT&T[image: External link], Apple[image: External link], Dior[image: External link], Samsung[image: External link], Gucci[image: External link], Mercedes[image: External link], Pepsi[image: External link] and Absolut Vodka[image: External link].[60][61][62][63][64][65][66][67] It covers commercials, animation, non-performing public appearances, direct marketing, home shopping and tour sponsorships. The department is also involved in client voiceover opportunities for commercials, animation and video games.
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 Branded Lifestyle




In 2007, WME Board Member Jon Rosen launched the agency's Branded Lifestyle Group, which aims to build multiplatform businesses for personalities and brands in all areas of lifestyle entertainment. Clients are able to successfully utilize cross multiple mediums, including television, fashion, literature and consumer products.[68][69]
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 Digital




WME Digital represents talent and properties in the digital space. WME Digital also leads the agency's start-up investing practice.[70]
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 Philanthropy




In 2009, the partners of William Morris Endeavor formed the WME Foundation, which promotes arts and education to disadvantaged children. Clients whose charities have benefitted from the Foundation's services include Charlize Theron[image: External link], Hank Azaria[image: External link], Usher[image: External link], and Alicia Keys[image: External link].[71] In 2011, the company created Camp Summer Eagle and Camp Summer Lion, which provide donations and activities for schoolchildren in Compton, California[image: External link] and New York City.[72]
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 WME retreat




Dubbed a "brain spa" by The Wall Street Journal,[73] WME has hosted an annual retreat for its agents.
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The Ultimate Fighter 5





The Ultimate Fighter 5 was the fifth season of the Ultimate Fighting Championship produced reality television[image: External link] series The Ultimate Fighter. As with the show's usual format, sixteen prospective mixed martial arts fighters were secluded in a house near Las Vegas, Nevada and trained together while participating in a single-elimination tournament, with the winner being awarded a six-figure UFC contract. This season featured only one weight class, lightweights[image: External link] (146–155 lb) and the fighters were divided into two teams; one coached by former UFC Lightweight Champion Jens Pulver[image: External link] and the other by former UFC Welterweight Champion[image: External link] and former lightweight champion B.J. Penn[image: External link].[1] The season was well-known among fans for the large number of fighters kicked off of the show.

The two coaches, along with the finalists of the tournament, fought at The Ultimate Finale, a televised MMA fight card that aired live at the completion of the series.

The series premiered on April 5, 2007 on Spike TV[image: External link] in the United States[image: External link] and Canada[image: External link] at 10:00 p.m. ET/PT and concluded on June 23.[2] Filming began in mid-January 2007.[3]
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[image: TOC] TOC Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Coaches





	
          Team Pulver





	Jens Pulver, head coach

	Matt Pena, boxing instructor

	Taisei Kikuchi, submissions instructor

	Kirk White, wrestling instructor




	
          Team Penn





	B.J. Penn, head coach

	Rudolph Valentino, kickboxing instructor

	
Tony DeSouza[image: External link], wrestling instructor

	Reagan Penn, jiu jitsu instructor
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 Fighters





	Team Penn




	
Gray Maynard[image: External link], Matt Wiman[image: External link], Gabe Ruediger[image: External link], Joe Lauzon, Rob Emerson[image: External link], Andy Wang, Allen Berube, Noah Thomas




	Team Pulver




	
Corey Hill[image: External link], Nate Diaz, Brandon Melendez, Marlon Sims, Manny Gamburyan[image: External link], Cole Miller[image: External link], Brian Geraghty, Wayne Weems
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 Others





	Host: Dana White

	Narrator: Mike Rowe[image: External link]
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 Episodes




Episode 1: It's Like Anarchy Here (Original Air Date Apr 05, 2007) [4]


	The team selection process nearly goes awry when B.J. Penn asks the fighters to raise their hands if they want to join his team and want nothing to do with Team Pulver. Ten of the sixteen fighters do. Dana White insists the coaches still pick the teams one-by-one.

	Gabe Ruediger enters the series around 20 pounds overweight and frets over his inability to lose weight.

	
Cole Miller defeated Allen Berube by a submission (triangle choke) at 2:33 of the first round.



Episode 2: Not in this House (Original Air Date Apr 12, 2007) [5]


	Allen Berube returns to the house and announces he will stay in the house and continue to train so he can act as a substitute should someone become injured. (All subsequent eliminated fighters also remain at the house.)

	Team Penn members Matt Wiman and Gabe Ruediger repeatedly butt heads after Ruediger taunts Wiman because of an unexplained personal dislike of him. Their verbal sparring impacts the team as time from training was dedicated to quelling the feud.

	Penn tries to influence Pulver's fight selection by having Rob Emerson goad Corey Hill into fighting him, a match he prefers. Pulver picks Gamburyan to fight Thomas instead.

	Members of the blue team write a number of benign messages on the house wall ("Team Penn supports our troops") with a marker.

	Emerson then writes the words "Suck it Team Pulver" on the game room wall, ostensibly as a joke, but gold team members Nate Diaz and Gamburyan take offense and confront Team Penn about the markings. Gamburyan was looking to fight about it, then threatens to leave the house before his teammate Hill calms him down.

	
Manny Gamburyan defeated Noah Thomas by a submission (kimura) at 2:09 of the first round.

	Gamburyan was the main aggressor, with Thomas often defending against his opponent's attempts to drop him to the ground.



Episode 3: This is My Zone (Original Air Date Apr 19, 2007) [6]


	Penn calls Gabe Ruediger out in front of the entire team, saying that he does not think Ruediger is taking the training as seriously as he should.

	
Jeremy Horn[image: External link] is brought in as Team Pulver's special guest coach. Horn is especially impressed with Corey Hill, who admitted he did not train regularly at a gym.

	Ruediger undergoes a " colonic[image: External link]" in an effort to make weight. His teammates however were unimpressed, calling it an easy way out of his problem and accusing him of caring more about the procedure than training.

	Emerson and Noah Thomas of Team Penn run around the house in thongs[image: External link], upsetting Diaz. Diaz decides that he now wants to fight Emerson. At the fight announcement, Pulver picks Diaz who then selects Emerson.

	
Nate Diaz defeated Rob Emerson by submission (rear naked choke) at 4:45 of round two.

	The first round was mainly an aggressive striking game by both sides and the second round was characterized by Diaz's aggression and successful ground game. White tells both fighters that the fight was one of the best in the history of the series.



Episode 4: Waah, Waah! (Original Air Date Apr 26, 2007)


	Wayne Weems is shown to be lagging behind the rest of the gold team, to the frustration of Pulver.

	During training, Gabe Ruediger lobbies Penn about fighting Weems because he is the obvious weak link of Team Pulver. However, this irritates some other members of Team Penn, especially Rob Emerson, who confronts Ruediger about it.

	Pulver brings in Matt Hughes[image: External link] as a special guest coach for the gold team.

	At the fight announcement, Melendez selects Wang to fight.

	
Brandon Melendez defeated Andy Wang via unanimous decision after two rounds.

	Despite the pregame plan for Wang to use his Brazilian jiu-jitsu skills to his advantage and to take down his opponent, the BJJ blackbelt stays on his feet to strike and is dominated. He cries after the match for letting down his teammates, but Penn shows no sympathy for Wang, who ignored his instructions during the match.



Episode 5: Put me Back In (Original Air Date May 3, 2007) [7]


	Corey Hill picks Gabe Ruediger for the next fight.

	Ruediger, who was now at 173.5 lb, continues to take weight cutting lightly and shows little effort, despite the urging of his coaches and teammates. When Ruediger is sent to the sauna by his coaches, he passes out at 159.4 lb (three pounds over the limit of 156 lb).

	The cut drained Ruediger so much that he was sent to a hospital to get fluids via an IV[image: External link]. The match was called and when Ruediger returns to the house, he becomes a pariah.

	White, on hearing word of the cancelled bout, makes known his displeasure for fighters that cannot make weight and promptly expels Ruediger from the house. White also reinstates Rob Emerson to replace Ruediger and grants Team Pulver the chance to pick the next two fights to penalize Team Penn for not taking charge of Ruediger's weight.

	Team Pulver's next two matches will be Brian Geraghty vs. Joe Lauzon and Hill against Emerson.



Episode 6: All Your Might (Original Air Date May 10, 2007) [8]


	At the Team Pulver session, Joe Lauzon's experience is emphasized – especially his knockout of Pulver at UFC 63. Pulver and Brian Geraghty however brushed it off and "forgot" it ever happened.

	
Joe Lauzon defeats Brian Geraghty by submission (rear naked choke) at 1:13 of the first round.

	
Corey Hill defeats Rob Emerson by unanimous decision. The bout was scored a draw after two rounds. In the third "sudden victory" round, neither fighter dominates. White says that while neither fighter was impressive during the round, he believes Emerson won. The judges disagreed and give a unanimous decision to Hill.

	After the fight, Hill reveals to his team that this was his first professional fight; he only had two amateur fights before.



Episode 7: Be the General (Original Air Date May 17, 2007) [9]


	White cautions Penn, saying he is losing control of his team. Penn decides to kick Andy Wang off his team, who he said was insubordinate and constantly ignoring instructions.

	Wang resists the expulsion, but his protests to the coaches are ignored and deemed to be a waste of time. White is summoned, he decides no fighter can be without a team and approaches Pulver to see if Wang can join his team. Pulver consults with his team and they approved of Wang joining them. Wang however, remains resistant and cites loyalty to Team Penn. When White makes it clear there he had no option, Wang reluctantly joins.

	Sims constantly annoys the other fighters by bragging about his street fights and calling himself "Mr. Indestructible."

	With Corey Hill's win, Team Pulver matches Weems against Maynard. This leaves Sims against Wiman as the final preliminary round pairing.

	
Gray Maynard defeats Wayne Weems by TKO (punches) at 2:47 of the first round.

	
Matt Wiman defeats Marlon Sims by technical submission (rear naked choke) at 0:52 of the first round.



Episode 8: Not on the Concrete (Original Air Date May 24, 2007) [10]


	White, Penn, and Pulver meet to decide quarterfinal matchups to find the most interesting matchups and to advance the best fighters to the next round. The meeting however was not without problems as the coaches could not agree on pairings and nearly come to blows. White wants to match the best four fighters against the worst four, and picks Diaz, Lauzon, Wiman and Maynard as the best four fighters. White and Penn coincidentally draw up the same fights, but Pulver disagrees and says that Gamburyan should also be considered and suggests Penn and White are colluding. White however denies it and implements his plan. The quarterfinal matchups are Cole Miller vs. Joe Lauzon, Brandon Melendez vs. Gray Maynard, Manny Gamburyan vs. Matt Wiman, and Nate Diaz vs. Corey Hill.

	After a night of heavy drinking, Marlon Sims and Noah Thomas get into an argument and a fight in the backyard of the house, which ended with Sims slamming Thomas on his head on concrete. After the fight, the two call a truce and promise to settle the matter at the finale. When White gets wind of the confrontation, he makes a personal visit to the house and lectures the cast about how he tried to change the image of the UFC from mindless brawling to legitimate athletic competition, and how this fight damages his efforts. He immediately expels both Sims and Thomas from the show, as well as Allen Berube, who instigated the match and told them they would not get kicked out for fighting.

	With Thomas and Berube kicked off the show because of the fight and Gabe Ruediger kicked off because of missing weight and Andy Wang kicked off the team and sent to Team Pulver; this leaves Team Penn with only 4 fighters (Lauzon, Maynard, Wiman, and Rob Emerson).

	
Joe Lauzon defeats Cole Miller by TKO (strikes) at 3:58 in the second round.

	Lauzon, when he had pinned Miller down early in the second round, strikes the Team Pulver member on the back of the head[image: External link] with an elbow and was assessed a point deduction. Miller is noticeably impaired after the strike, but continues the fight, eventually losing. White is convinced after talking with Lauzon that the strike was inadvertent, and the Team Penn member regrets it. White also praises Miller's dedication but strongly advises him against ever competing when dazed again, for his own safety.



Episode 9: It Was A Brawl (Original Air Date May 31, 2007) [11]


	Brandon Melendez feels that Pulver is overtraining him, and confronts the head coach about the issue. Melendez feels so strongly that he later approaches Pulver about training with Team Penn instead. After talking it over with Pulver, they resolve their issues and Melendez remains with the gold team.

	
Randy Couture[image: External link] is a guest coach for Team Penn, focusing on wrestling skills.

	Cole Miller and Nate Diaz play pranks on one another while each sleeps. The pranks culminate in each fighter throwing the other's mattress into the pool and Miller getting "antiqued" (getting covered in baby powder after being drenched in water).

	Andy Wang becomes personally involved in helping Melendez make weight. Melendez does (barely) and expresses his gratitude to Wang for his help.

	
Gray Maynard defeated Brandon Melendez by submission (guillotine choke) at 4:07 in the second round.



Episode 10: Traitor (Original Air Date Jun 07, 2007)


	Nate Diaz decides to train with Team Penn because he feels like he needs to distance himself from Corey Hill in order to prepare himself better for the fight. Joe Lauzon and other members of the blue team are not happy with the idea, calling Diaz a "spy."

	Members of Team Pulver are also displeased, especially Gamburyan who flips Diaz off, and Brandon Melendez who then calls him a "traitor." Pulver is somewhat upset that Diaz went to Team Penn's practice, but says later that he does not care, and "if he wants to put on a blue jersey, that's his prerogative."

	
Nate Diaz defeated Corey Hill by submission (triangle choke) at 3:02 in the first round.

	Karo Parisyan arrives at the training center during a Team Pulver training session to practice with his cousin Gamburyan. Diaz claims he has no problem with Parisyan, even though he defeated his older brother Nick[image: External link] at UFC 49.

	
Manny Gamburyan defeated Matt Wiman by unanimous decision after two rounds.



Episode 11: I Humbly Apologize (Original Air Date Jun 14, 2007)


	After Gamburyan's fight, his cousin Karo Parisyan jokes around with Nate Diaz by playfully slapping him, talking down to him, and grabbing him by the back of the neck. The two get into a verbal disagreement and almost come to blows before Pulver and the rest of the team break up the confrontation.

	White has to decide the semifinal matches via phone conversation from England with Penn and Pulver. White then proceeds to prank Pulver by telling him it will be teammate vs. teammate in the semifinals, only to later tell them the real matches will be Gamburyan against Lauzon and Nate Diaz vs. Gray Maynard.

	After White gets back from England, he surprises the fighters by having a fancy dinner at the house with both teams together. White then proceeds to announce to all the fighters that whichever two fighters make it to the finals will receive free DirecTV[image: External link] Service.

	
Manny Gamburyan defeats Joe Lauzon by unanimous decision after three rounds.

	After the fight, White states that alongside Rashad Evans[image: External link] from The Ultimate Fighter 2, he has underestimated Gamburyan the most out of every fighter from all 5 seasons. He then goes on to say, "he's 10 times the fighter I thought he was, and I humbly apologize to Manny for underestimating him."



Episode 12: Gave A Hundred (Original Air Date Jun 14, 2007)


	The remaining fighters play a series of pranks on each other, engaging in a fruit war and shaving an inebriated Cole Miller's head when he fell asleep in the bathroom.

	White pits the two team coaches against each other in a ping-pong match with a $10,000 cash prize. Pulver wins the best-of-three series, the cash and a thousand dollar bonus for each member of his team.

	
Nate Diaz defeats Gray Maynard by submission (guillotine choke) at 1:17 in the second round.

	Diaz moves into the finale to face his teammate Manny Gamburyan.
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	      Nate Diaz
	 2



	
	      Wayne Weems
	 TKO



	
	
	



	
	      Gray Maynard
	 1
	 



	
	      Gray Maynard
	 SUB



	
	



	
	 
	      Brandon Melendez
	 2
	 



	
	      Brandon Melendez
	 UD



	
	
	



	
	      Andy Wang
	 2
	 



	
	      Gray Maynard
	 SUB



	
	



	
	 
	      Nate Diaz
	 2
	 



	
	      Nate Diaz
	 SUB



	
	
	



	
	      Rob Emerson
	 2
	 



	
	      Nate Diaz
	 SUB



	
	



	
	 
	      Corey Hill
	 1
	 



	
	      Corey Hill
	 UD



	
	
	



	
	      Rob Emerson*
	 3
	 



	




* Gabe Ruediger missed weight and was expelled from the show. Emerson replaced him against Hill.



	Legend



	
	 
	Team Pulver



	
	 
	Team Penn



	
UD


	 
	Unanimous Decision



	
SUB


	 
	Submission



	
TKO


	 
	Technical Knockout
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 The Ultimate Fighter 5 Finale




The Ultimate Fighter: Team Pulver vs. Team Penn Finale (also known as The Ultimate Fighter 5 Finale) was a mixed martial arts event[image: External link] held by the Ultimate Fighting Championship (UFC) on June 23, 2007.[13]
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 Results






	Main card (Spike TV)



	Weight class
	
	
	
	Method
	Round
	Time
	Notes



	Lightweight
	B.J. Penn[image: External link]
	def.
	Jens Pulver[image: External link]
	Submission (rear-naked choke)
	2
	3:12
	



	Lightweight
	Nate Diaz
	def.
	Manvel Gamburyan[image: External link]
	Submission (shoulder injury)
	2
	0:20
	[a]



	Middleweight
	Thales Leites[image: External link]
	def.
	Floyd Sword
	Submission (kata-gatame choke)
	1
	3:50
	



	Lightweight
	Roger Huerta[image: External link]
	def.
	Doug Evans[image: External link]
	TKO (punches)
	2
	3:30
	



	Preliminary card



	Lightweight
	Joe Lauzon
	def.
	Brandon Melendez[image: External link]
	Submission (triangle choke)
	2
	2:09
	[b]



	Lightweight
	Cole Miller[image: External link]
	def.
	Andy Wang
	TKO (head kick and punches)
	1
	1:10
	[c]



	Lightweight
	Gray Maynard[image: External link]
	vs.
	Rob Emerson[image: External link]
	No Contest
	2
	0:39
	[d]



	Lightweight
	Leonard Garcia[image: External link]
	def.
	Allen Berube
	Submission (rear-naked choke)
	1
	4:22
	



	Lightweight
	Matt Wiman[image: External link]
	def.
	Brian Geraghty
	TKO (punches)
	1
	2:09
	






	
^ To determine the Lightweight winner of The Ultimate Fighter 5


	
^ This bout aired on the Spike broadcast following the Emerson vs. Maynard fight. Melendez failed to make the 156 pound lightweight limit, weighing in at 157 pounds.


	
^ This bout aired on the Spike broadcast following the Diaz vs. Gamburyan fight.


	
^ Both men were deemed unable to continue after Maynard knocked himself unconscious during a takedown of Emerson, who submitted due to an aggravated injury of the ribs. This bout aired on the Spike Broadcast following the Leites vs. Sword fight.
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 Bonus awards




Fighters were awarded $40,000 bonuses.


	Fight of the Night: Gray Maynard[image: External link] vs. Rob Emerson[image: External link]

	Knockout of the Night: Cole Miller[image: External link]

	Submission of the Night: Joe Lauzon
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 Coaches' Fight




See: The Ultimate Fighter 5 Finale


The Ultimate Fighter: Team Pulver vs. Team Penn Finale was held on June 23, 2007 in Paradise, Nevada[image: External link].


	Lightweight bout: Jens Pulver vs. B.J. Penn




	
B.J. Penn defeated Jens Pulver via submission (rear naked choke) at 3:12 of the second round.
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Nate Diaz





Nathan "Nate" Donald Diaz (born April 16, 1985) is an American professional mixed martial artist currently competing for the Ultimate Fighting Championship (UFC). He was the winner of The Ultimate Fighter 5. Diaz is the younger brother of former Strikeforce Welterweight Champion[image: External link] and WEC Welterweight Champion[image: External link], Nick Diaz[image: External link]. Prior to signing with the UFC, Diaz competed in World Extreme Cagefighting[image: External link], Strikeforce[image: External link], and Pancrase[image: External link]. As of 7 November 2016, Diaz is #5 in official UFC lightweight rankings.

Diaz is the only fighter to ever defeat Conor McGregor in the UFC[image: External link], he is also tied with Joe Lauzon for the most UFC bonus awards, with 15 in total. [4]
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 Background




Diaz was born and raised in Stockton, California[image: External link]. He went to Tokay High School[image: External link], and at the age of 14, he began training in martial arts[image: External link] with his brother Nick[image: External link]. Both Diaz brothers are advocates for cannabis[image: External link].[5][6][7][8] They currently run a Brazilian jiu-jitsu[image: External link] school in Lodi, California[image: External link] (Gracie Fighter 209[9]).[10]


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Mixed martial arts career
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 Early career




Prior to the Ultimate Fighting Championship (UFC), Diaz competed mainly for World Extreme Cagefighting[image: External link] (WEC). In 2006, at WEC 24[image: External link], he fought for the WEC Lightweight Championship[image: External link] against then-champion Hermes Franca[image: External link], losing by submission in the second round. This was the last event ever held by WEC before it was acquired by Zuffa, LLC[image: External link], then-parent company of the UFC.
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 Ultimate Fighting Championship
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 The Ultimate Fighter 5




Diaz was a contestant on The Ultimate Fighter 5, which exclusively featured lightweights[image: External link], fighting on Jens Pulver's[image: External link] team. In the preliminary round, Diaz defeated Rob Emerson[image: External link] by submission; in the quarterfinals he defeated fellow Team Pulver teammate Corey Hill[image: External link] via triangle choke[image: External link] submission in the first round. In the semifinals, Diaz defeated Team Penn member Gray Maynard[image: External link] by submission, advancing to the finals where he faced teammate Manvel Gamburyan[image: External link]. After losing the first round, Diaz won by submission after Gamburyan was forced to tap out in the second round due to the dislocation of his right shoulder as the result of attempting a takedown.[11] With the victory, Diaz became the winner of The Ultimate Fighter 5.[12]
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 2008




After defeating Alvin Robinson[image: External link] and Junior Assunção[image: External link] via submission he demanded tougher fighters. Diaz was given a match with Kurt Pellegrino[image: External link] at UFC Fight Night 13[image: External link]. Diaz defeated Pellegrino via triangle-choke submission in the second round, after losing the first. As he locked up the choke, Diaz had time to flex for the crowd and throw up double middle fingers before Pellegrino actually submitted by tapping out. Diaz defeated veteran Josh Neer[image: External link] by split decision in the main event of UFC Fight Night 15[image: External link].
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 2009




Diaz then fought former Strikeforce Lightweight Champion[image: External link] Clay Guida[image: External link] at UFC 94: St. Pierre vs. Penn 2[image: External link], losing via split decision. Guida used his wrestling[image: External link] to take Diaz down multiple times. Diaz attempted to reverse Guida several times using judo[image: External link]-esque switches when Guida had his back. These switches failed to improve position for Diaz. In the 2nd round, Diaz opened up with his boxing[image: External link] and managed to tag Guida several times. After three rounds, the judges awarded Guida the split decision victory, marking Diaz's first loss in the UFC in what was also his pay per view[image: External link] debut.

Diaz met fellow Ultimate Fighter[image: External link] winner and former King of the Cage Welterweight Champion[image: External link] Joe Stevenson[image: External link] at The Ultimate Fighter 9 Finale. Diaz was largely controlled on the ground due to Stevenson's superior wrestling[image: External link] skills. Stevenson took Diaz down at will and held multiple advantageous position throughout the 3 rounds. Diaz was unable to work any significant submissions or stay on his feet long enough to outstrike Stevenson. Diaz thus lost by unanimous decision.

After two consecutive losses by decision, he was billed to headline UFC Fight Night 19[image: External link] opposite Melvin Guillard[image: External link]. Diaz was knocked down by a right hook seconds into the fight but recovered quickly, scoring two trip takedowns after being flipped once by Guillard executing a judo throw (harai goshi[image: External link]). He displayed fortitude throughout the rest of the fight, maintaining composure when hit flush several times, becoming more accurate and effective with his boxing[image: External link] in the second stanza, and after backing up Guillard with a left and right jab combo, his opponent backed up until he bounced off the side of the cage, missed with a swing and looked to take Diaz down. At this moment Diaz locked in a modified guillotine choke[image: External link], using his right leg to keep Guillard in position. He seemed to acknowledge the crowd in attendance before Guillard tapped and Diaz won at 2:30 of round 2.
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 2010




Diaz faced Gray Maynard[image: External link] on January 11, 2010, in the main event at UFC Fight Night 20[image: External link], a rematch from when the two met in the semi-finals of the TUF 5[image: External link] lightweight[image: External link] tournament, where Diaz won. Diaz lost a controversial split decision to Maynard, as the former TUF winner was given the nod in the FightMetric reports, winning rounds two and three.[13][14]

After three losses in four fights, Nate considered making a permanent move up in weight to the 170 lb. weight class, stating "I don't make enough money to have to drop this much weight so I'd like to fight at 170 and only go to 155 every once in a while."[15]

Diaz made his Welterweight[image: External link] debut on March 27, 2010, at UFC 111 against Miletich Fighting Systems[image: External link] product and striking specialist Rory Markham[image: External link].[16] At the weigh-ins, Markham weighed in at 177, whereas Diaz weighed in at the Welterweight[image: External link] limit of 171 and the fight was changed to a catchweight fight. Diaz went on to win the fight by TKO in the first round.

After the win over Markham, Diaz stated he would compete in both weight classes. His next fight was again at Welterweight against former professional boxer Marcus Davis[image: External link] on August 28, 2010 at UFC 118.[17] Diaz utilized his reach advantage to great effect, peppering Davis with punches that caused considerable damage over time. Diaz finished Davis after choking him unconscious with a guillotine choke[image: External link] submission in the final round; the bout earned Fight of the Night honors.
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 2011




Diaz lost by unanimous decision to South Korean fighter Dong Hyun Kim[image: External link], on January 1, 2011, at UFC 125.[18] Diaz was taken down and controlled by Kim for the first two rounds. While Nate won the final round by pushing the action against a fading Kim, it was too late. Diaz lost the fight 29–28 on all judges' score cards.

Diaz fought Rory MacDonald[image: External link] on April 30, 2011, at UFC 129.[19] Diaz was unable to mount much significant offense, being viciously slammed by MacDonald 3 times in the third round, and was controlled on the ground by MacDonald, losing via a lopsided unanimous decision. Following the loss, Diaz stated that he would be moving back down to the lightweight division.[20]

Diaz defeated former PRIDE Lightweight Champion[image: External link] Takanori Gomi on September 24, 2011, at UFC 135 via armbar[image: External link] submission in the first round. During the fight, Diaz showed improved boxing, rocking Gomi on several occasions and also showed good ground skills, transitioning perfectly from the triangle position to the armbar.[21] He earned Submission of the Night honors for his performance.[22]

Diaz defeated Donald Cerrone[image: External link] at UFC 141[23] via unanimous decision (30–27, 30–27, and 29–28), in a performance that earned both participants Fight of the Night honors.[24] Despite being knocked off of his feet multiple times by sweeping leg kicks from Cerrone, Diaz had one of the best performances of his career. Diaz set a CompuStrike record, landing 82% of the strikes he threw en route to his victory over Cerrone.[25]
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 2012




Diaz, after several years of training, finally received his Brazilian jiu-jitsu[image: External link] black belt[image: External link] from Cesar Gracie.[26] He was awarded his black belt a month before his fight with fellow Brazilian jiu-jitsu black belt Jim Miller.

Diaz next faced Jim Miller on May 5, 2012, at UFC on Fox 3[image: External link].[27] Diaz outboxed Miller for the majority of the first two rounds, even dropping Miller with a straight left at the end of the first round. Near the end of round two, Miller shot in for a takedown, to which Diaz stuffed and countered with a rolling guillotine choke[image: External link], forcing the tap at 4:09 of the second round. The submission won Diaz his fifth Submission of the Night bonus award.[28] It was also the first time Miller had been stopped in his MMA career.[29]

Diaz faced Benson Henderson[image: External link] on December 8, 2012, at UFC on Fox 5[image: External link] in the main event for the UFC Lightweight Championship.[30] Diaz lost the one-sided bout via unanimous decision.[31] Three weeks prior to the championship bout, Diaz signed an eight-fight contract with UFC.[32]
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 2013




Diaz faced former Strikeforce Lightweight Champion[image: External link] Josh Thomson[image: External link] on April 20, 2013, at UFC on Fox 7[image: External link]. He lost the fight via TKO due to a head kick and punches, during which Nate's brother, Nick Diaz[image: External link] physically threw a towel into the octagon, in an attempt to signal the referee to end the bout.[33][34] On May 16, 2013, Diaz was suspended by the UFC for violating the UFC's code of conduct by using a homophobic slur on his Twitter page. The UFC expressed their disappointment and suspended him;[35] he was eventually suspended for 90 days and fined $20,000.[36]

A rubber match with Gray Maynard[image: External link] took place on November 30, 2013 in the main event at The Ultimate Fighter 18 Finale[image: External link].[37] Diaz won via TKO in the first round.[38] The stoppage earned him his first Knockout of the Night bonus.[39]
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 2014




On May 5, 2014, both Nate Diaz and fellow UFC fighter TJ Grant[image: External link] were removed from the UFC's lightweight rankings after being deemed inactive by the UFC.[40]

After over a year away from the sport, Diaz returned from his self-imposed hiatus and faced Rafael Dos Anjos[image: External link] on December 13, 2014 at UFC on Fox 13[image: External link].[41] Diaz missed weight, coming in at 160.6 pounds. He was given additional time to make the lightweight limit, but didn't attempt to cut further. Instead, he was fined 20 percent of his purse, which went to Rafael dos Anjos. Diaz lost the one-sided fight via unanimous decision (26–30, 26–30, and 27–30).[42]
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 2015




Diaz was briefly linked to a welterweight bout with Matt Brown[image: External link] on July 11, 2015 at UFC 189.[43] However, in mid-April, Brown announced that the pairing had been scrapped.[44]

After sitting out again for over a year, Diaz returned to face Michael Johnson[image: External link] on December 19, 2015 at UFC on Fox 17[image: External link].[45] He won the fight by unanimous decision.[46] Both participants were awarded Fight of the Night honors.[47]
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 2016




Diaz was set as a replacement to face Conor McGregor[image: External link] on March 5, 2016 at UFC 196, filling in for an injured Rafael dos Anjos.[48] With Diaz only having eleven day's notice, the fight took place at welterweight (170 lbs) due to lack of time to cut weight.[49] Diaz won the fight via submission in the second round.[50] This gave Diaz his ninth submission victory in the UFC, tied for the second-most all-time behind only Royce Gracie[image: External link]. Both fighters were awarded Fight of the Night honors and Diaz was also awarded with the Performance of the Night bonus.[51]

A rematch with McGregor was scheduled for July 9, 2016 at UFC 200.[52][53] However, on April 19, the UFC announced that McGregor had been pulled from the event after failing to fulfill media obligations in Las Vegas related to the fight.[54] In turn, the fight with McGregor was rescheduled and took place the following month, contested again at welterweight, at UFC 202.[55] Diaz lost the rematch via majority decision.[56] The contest was once again awarded Fight of the Night honors.[57] Diaz had a reported payout of $2 million for the contest, also picking up $50,000 for Fight of the Night honors
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 Awards, records, and honors





	
Ultimate Fighting Championship

	
The Ultimate Fighter 5 lightweight Tournament Winner

	
Fight of the Night[image: External link] (Eight times) vs. Josh Neer[image: External link], Clay Guida[image: External link], Joe Stevenson[image: External link], Marcus Davis[image: External link], Donald Cerrone[image: External link], Michael Johnson[image: External link], Conor McGregor[image: External link] (x2)


	Submission of the Night[image: External link] (Five times) vs. Alvin Robinson[image: External link], Kurt Pellegrino[image: External link], Melvin Guillard[image: External link], Takanori Gomi, Jim Miller

	
Knockout of the Night[image: External link] (One time) vs. Gray Maynard[image: External link]


	
Performance of the Night[image: External link] (One time) vs. Conor McGregor


	Tied (Joe Lauzon) for most post-fight bonus awards[image: External link] in UFC history (15)





	
Sherdog[image: External link]

	2011 All-Violence First Team[58]






	
MMAJunkie.com[image: External link]

	2016 March Fight of the Month vs. Conor McGregor[59]


	2016 August Fight of the Month vs. Conor McGregor[60]






	
Wrestling Observer Newsletter[image: External link]

	2016 Feud of the Year[image: External link] vs. Conor McGregor[61]
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 Mixed martial arts record






	Professional record breakdown
	



	30 matches
	19 wins
	11 losses



	By knockout
	4
	1



	By submission
	12
	1



	By decision
	3
	9






	Res.
	Record
	Opponent
	Method
	Event
	Date
	Round
	Time
	Location
	Notes



	Loss
	19-11
	Conor McGregor[image: External link]
	Decision (majority)
	UFC 202
	August 20, 2016
	5
	5:00
	Las Vegas, Nevada, United States
	Welterweight bout. Fight of the Night.



	Win
	19-10
	Conor McGregor[image: External link]
	Submission (rear-naked choke)
	UFC 196
	March 5, 2016
	2
	4:12
	Las Vegas, Nevada, United States
	Welterweight bout. Performance of the Night. Fight of the Night. 2016 Submission of the Year.



	Win
	18-10
	Michael Johnson[image: External link]
	Decision (unanimous)
	UFC on Fox: dos Anjos vs. Cerrone 2
	December 19, 2015
	3
	5:00
	Orlando, Florida[image: External link], United States
	Fight of the Night.



	Loss
	17-10
	Rafael dos Anjos
	Decision (unanimous)
	UFC on Fox: dos Santos vs. Miocic
	December 13, 2014
	3
	5:00
	Phoenix, Arizona[image: External link], United States
	Catchweight (160.6 lbs) bout; Diaz missed weight.



	Win
	17-9
	Gray Maynard[image: External link]
	TKO (punches)
	The Ultimate Fighter: Team Rousey vs. Team Tate Finale[image: External link]
	November 30, 2013
	1
	2:38
	Las Vegas, Nevada, United States
	Knockout of the Night.



	Loss
	16-9
	Josh Thomson[image: External link]
	TKO (head kick and punches)
	UFC on Fox: Henderson vs. Melendez
	April 20, 2013
	2
	3:44
	San Jose, California[image: External link], United States
	



	Loss
	16-8
	Benson Henderson[image: External link]
	Decision (unanimous)
	UFC on Fox: Henderson vs. Diaz
	December 8, 2012
	5
	5:00
	Seattle, Washington[image: External link], United States
	For the UFC Lightweight Championship[image: External link].



	Win
	16-7
	Jim Miller
	Submission (guillotine choke)
	UFC on Fox: Diaz vs. Miller
	May 5, 2012
	2
	4:09
	East Rutherford, New Jersey[image: External link], United States
	Submission of the Night.



	Win
	15-7
	Donald Cerrone[image: External link]
	Decision (unanimous)
	UFC 141
	December 30, 2011
	3
	5:00
	Las Vegas, Nevada, United States
	Fight of the Night.



	Win
	14-7
	Takanori Gomi
	Submission (armbar)
	UFC 135
	September 24, 2011
	1
	4:27
	Denver, Colorado[image: External link], United States
	Return to Lightweight. Submission of the Night.



	Loss
	13-7
	Rory MacDonald[image: External link]
	Decision (unanimous)
	UFC 129
	April 30, 2011
	3
	5:00
	Toronto, Ontario[image: External link], Canada
	Welterweight Bout.



	Loss
	13-6
	Dong Hyun Kim[image: External link]
	Decision (unanimous)
	UFC 125
	January 1, 2011
	3
	5:00
	Las Vegas, Nevada, United States
	Welterweight Bout.



	Win
	13-5
	Marcus Davis[image: External link]
	Technical Submission (guillotine choke)
	UFC 118
	August 28, 2010
	3
	4:02
	Boston, Massachusetts[image: External link], United States
	Fight of the Night.



	Win
	12-5
	Rory Markham[image: External link]
	TKO (punches)
	UFC 111
	March 27, 2010
	1
	2:47
	Newark, New Jersey[image: External link], United States
	Welterweight debut; Markham missed weight (177 lbs).



	Loss
	11-5
	Gray Maynard[image: External link]
	Decision (split)
	UFC Fight Night: Maynard vs. Diaz
	January 11, 2010
	3
	5:00
	Fairfax, Virginia[image: External link], United States
	



	Win
	11-4
	Melvin Guillard[image: External link]
	Submission (guillotine choke)
	UFC Fight Night: Diaz vs. Guillard
	September 16, 2009
	2
	2:13
	Oklahoma City, Oklahoma[image: External link], United States
	Submission of the Night.



	Loss
	10-4
	Joe Stevenson[image: External link]
	Decision (unanimous)
	The Ultimate Fighter: United States vs. United Kingdom Finale[image: External link]
	June 20, 2009
	3
	5:00
	Las Vegas, Nevada, United States
	Fight of the Night.



	Loss
	10-3
	Clay Guida[image: External link]
	Decision (split)
	UFC 94
	January 31, 2009
	3
	5:00
	Las Vegas, Nevada, United States
	Fight of the Night.



	Win
	10-2
	Josh Neer[image: External link]
	Decision (split)
	UFC Fight Night: Diaz vs Neer[image: External link]
	September 17, 2008
	3
	5:00
	Omaha, Nebraska[image: External link], United States
	Fight of the Night.



	Win
	9-2
	Kurt Pellegrino[image: External link]
	Submission (flying triangle choke)
	UFC Fight Night: Florian vs Lauzon[image: External link]
	April 2, 2008
	2
	3:06
	Broomfield, Colorado[image: External link], United States
	Submission of the Night.



	Win
	8-2
	Alvin Robinson[image: External link]
	Submission (triangle choke)
	UFC Fight Night: Swick vs Burkman[image: External link]
	January 23, 2008
	1
	3:39
	Las Vegas, Nevada, United States
	Submission of the Night.



	Win
	7-2
	Junior Assunção[image: External link]
	Submission (guillotine choke)
	UFC Fight Night: Thomas vs Florian[image: External link]
	September 19, 2007
	1
	4:10
	Las Vegas, Nevada, United States
	



	Win
	6-2
	Manvel Gamburyan[image: External link]
	Submission (shoulder injury)
	The Ultimate Fighter 5 Finale
	June 23, 2007
	2
	0:20
	Las Vegas, Nevada, United States
	Won The Ultimate Fighter 5 Tournament.



	Loss
	5-2
	Hermes França[image: External link]
	Submission (armbar)
	WEC 24[image: External link]
	October 12, 2006
	2
	2:46
	Lemoore, California[image: External link], United States
	For the WEC Lightweight Championship[image: External link].



	Win
	5-1
	Dennis Davis
	Submission (armlock)
	Warrior Cup
	August 12, 2006
	1
	2:00
	Stockton, California[image: External link], United States
	



	Win
	4-1
	Joe Hurley
	Submission (triangle choke)
	WEC 21[image: External link]
	June 15, 2006
	2
	2:03
	Highland, California[image: External link], United States
	



	Win
	3-1
	Gil Rael
	TKO (punches)
	WEC 20[image: External link]
	May 5, 2006
	1
	3:35
	Lemoore, California[image: External link], United States
	



	Win
	2-1
	Tony Juares
	TKO (punches)
	Strikeforce: Shamrock vs. Gracie[image: External link]
	March 10, 2006
	1
	3:23
	San Jose, California[image: External link], United States
	



	Loss
	1-1
	Koji Oishi
	Decision (unanimous)
	Pancrase: 2005 Neo-Blood Tournament Finals[image: External link]
	August 27, 2005
	3
	5:00
	Tokyo[image: External link], Japan
	



	win
	1–0
	Alejandro Garcia
	Submission (triangle choke)
	WEC 12[image: External link]
	October 21, 2004
	3
	2:17
	Lemoore, California[image: External link], United States
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 Mixed martial arts exhibition record






	Professional record breakdown
	



	3 matches
	3 wins
	0 losses



	By knockout
	0
	0



	By submission
	3
	0



	By decision
	0
	0






	Res.
	Record
	Opponent
	Method
	Event
	Date
	Round
	Time
	Location
	Notes



	Win
	3–0
	Gray Maynard[image: External link]
	Submission (guillotine choke)
	The Ultimate Fighter 5
	June 14, 2007 (air date)
	2
	1:17
	Las Vegas, Nevada, United States
	TUF 5 semi-final



	Win
	2–0
	Corey Hill[image: External link]
	Submission (triangle choke)
	The Ultimate Fighter 5
	June 7, 2007 (air date)
	1
	3:02
	Las Vegas, Nevada, United States
	TUF 5 quarterfinal



	Win
	1–0
	Rob Emerson[image: External link]
	Submission (rear-naked choke)
	The Ultimate Fighter 5
	April 19, 2007 (air date)
	2
	4:45
	Las Vegas, Nevada, United States
	TUF 5 elimination round
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Conor McGregor





Conor Anthony McGregor[5] ( Irish[image: External link]: Conchúr Antóin Mac Gréagóir; born 14 July 1988) is an Irish professional mixed martial artist who is currently signed to the Ultimate Fighting Championship (UFC). He is the reigning UFC Lightweight Champion, and former UFC Featherweight Champion. During his career, McGregor has competed as a featherweight[image: External link], lightweight[image: External link], and welterweight[image: External link].

In 2008, McGregor started his mixed martial arts (MMA) career and, in 2012, he won both the Cage Warriors[image: External link] Featherweight and Lightweight Championships, holding both titles concurrently before vacating them to sign with the UFC. In 2015, at UFC 194, McGregor defeated José Aldo[image: External link] for the UFC Featherweight Championship via knockout[image: External link] thirteen seconds into the first round. This was the fastest victory in UFC title fight history.[6] Upon defeating Eddie Alvarez[image: External link] for the UFC Lightweight Championship at UFC 205, McGregor became the first fighter in the UFC's history to hold titles in two weight divisions simultaneously.[7]

He is known for being the biggest pay-per-view[image: External link] draw in MMA, as well as his extravagant lifestyle and trash talking[image: External link].[8]
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 Early life




McGregor was born in Dublin[image: External link], Ireland[image: External link] to Tony and Margaret McGregor.[1] He was raised in the South Dublin suburb of Crumlin[image: External link] and attended a Gaelscoil[image: External link] and Gaelcholáiste[image: External link] at both primary and at secondary level in Coláiste de hÍde in Tallaght[image: External link], where he also developed his passion for sport playing association football[image: External link]. In his youth, he played football for Lourdes Celtic Football Club.[9]

McGregor took up kickboxing[image: External link] and at the age of 12, he began boxing[image: External link] at Crumlin Boxing Club under two-time Olympian Phil Sutcliffe[image: External link][10][11] where he often trained alongside Dean Byrne[image: External link] and Jamie Kavanagh[image: External link], both of whom went on to train at Wild Card Gym under Freddie Roach[image: External link]. McGregor later became an All-Ireland boxing champion at the youth level.[10][12]

In 2006, McGregor moved with his family to Lucan[image: External link] in West Dublin, attending Gaelcholáiste[image: External link] Coláiste Cois Life. Following that, he commenced a plumbing apprenticeship.[13] While in Lucan, he met future UFC fighter Tom Egan and they soon started training mixed martial arts (MMA) together.[14]
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 Amateur mixed martial arts career




On 17 February 2007, at the age of 18, McGregor made his mixed martial arts debut, in an amateur fight against Kieran Campbell for the Irish Ring of Truth promotion in Dublin. He was victorious via technical knockout (TKO) in the first round. Following the fight, he turned professional and was signed by the Irish Cage of Truth promotion. In 2008, McGregor began training at the Straight Blast Gym[image: External link] (SBG) in Dublin under John Kavanagh.[15]
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 Professional mixed martial arts career
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 Early career (2008–2013)




On 9 March 2008, McGregor had his first professional MMA bout, as a lightweight, defeating Gary Morris with a second-round TKO. After McGregor won his second fight against Mo Taylor, he made his featherweight debut in a loss via submission against Artemij Sitenkov. After a victory at featherweight in his next bout against Stephen Bailey, McGregor contemplated a different career path before his mother contacted his coach John Kavanagh and reinvigorated him to continue pursuing mixed martial arts.[16]

McGregor then won his next fight, also at featherweight, against Connor Dillon, before moving back to lightweight for a fight against Joseph Duffy[image: External link] where he received his second professional loss after submitting to an arm-triangle choke. Following this, during 2011 and 2012, McGregor went on an eight-fight win streak,[17] during which he won both the CWFC Featherweight and Lightweight championships, making him the first European professional mixed martial artist to hold titles in two divisions simultaneously. In February 2013, UFC president Dana White made a trip to Dublin, Ireland to receive a Gold Medal of Honorary Patronage from Trinity College[image: External link] and was inundated with requests to sign McGregor to the UFC. After a meeting with McGregor, and talking with UFC CEO Lorenzo Fertitta[image: External link], White offered him a contract days later.
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 Ultimate Fighting Championship (2013–present)
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 2013
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 UFC debut




In February 2013, the Ultimate Fighting Championship (UFC) announced that they had signed McGregor to a multi-fight contract.[18] In joining, McGregor became only the second fighter from Ireland to compete for the company, following fellow SBG team member Tom Egan.

On 6 April 2013, McGregor made his UFC debut against Marcus Brimage[image: External link] on the preliminary card of UFC on Fuel TV: Mousasi vs. Latifi.[19] Brimage began the fight aggressively, meeting McGregor in the middle of the octagon before launching a flurry of strikes to push him back. McGregor, repeatedly throwing a counter left hook, found little success with his initial striking. After ascertaining that Brimage was susceptible to a snap kick directed at his chest and chin, McGregor began to employ a looping left hand uppercut[image: External link], throwing every time Brimage would move forward into striking range. These uppercuts grounded Brimage shortly after McGregor started to utilise them. The bout was stopped 1:07 into the first round.[20] The win also earned McGregor his first "Knockout of the Night[image: External link]" award.[21]

McGregor was expected to face Andy Ogle[image: External link] on 17 August 2013 at UFC Fight Night 26[image: External link], but Ogle pulled out of the bout citing an injury and was replaced by Max Holloway[image: External link].[22] McGregor bewildered Holloway with his unusual boxing technique, and his incorporation of a wide variety of taekwondo kicks, many of which are not used in MMA to a significant degree. McGregor was able to control the striking range by utilising long, non-committal low side kicks to Holloway's knee and shin, and initiate combinations by leaping in with switch and bicycle kicks. When the fight was brought to the ground, McGregor maintained top control, performing various positional advances, and mitigating his opponent's offense on the ground.[23] McGregor won the fight by unanimous decision (30-27, 30-27, 30-26). Following the bout with Holloway, an MRI[image: External link] scan revealed that McGregor had torn his anterior cruciate ligament[image: External link] (ACL) during the bout and would require surgery, keeping him out of action for up to ten months.[24] The events surrounding McGregor's fight with Holloway were the main focus of a documentary by Motive Television and SevereMMA.com for Raidió Teilifís Éireann[image: External link] in 2014, entitled "The Notorious".[25]
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 2014
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 Return after injury




McGregor was expected to face Cole Miller[image: External link] on the 19th of July, 2014 at UFC Fight Night 46[image: External link] in his comeback bout after recovering from his ACL injury.[26] However, Miller pulled out of the bout citing a thumb injury and was replaced by Diego Brandão[image: External link].[27] McGregor fought Brandão in front of a loud, rowdy crowd of 9,500 at The O2[image: External link] in his hometown of Dublin[image: External link], Ireland[image: External link]. McGregor began the fight with a signature spinning side kick, before finding his range and successfully landing various taekwondo kicks, and left hand counters. Brandão, a Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu[image: External link] black belt, attempted to instigate two takedowns[image: External link], so that he could make use of his grappling pedigree, but both attempts were avoided by McGregor. Nonetheless, much of the fight was spent on the ground, as McGregor attained a takedown 1:20 into the bout. When the fight returned to the feet in the third minute, McGregor began to employ his left hand cross[image: External link], and started to cut off the cage. Brandão, trapped between the octagon and McGregor, fell to his side after being hit with another left hand cross as the fight went into its fourth minute.[28][29] The fight was officially halted by referee Leon Roberts at 4:05 of the first round. The win earned McGregor his first "Performance of the Night" award.[30]

Prior to his next bout, McGregor met with Lorenzo Fertitta[image: External link] and signed a new multi-fight contract with the UFC. McGregor next faced Dustin Poirier[image: External link] on the 27th of September, 2014 at UFC 178.[31] The bout was one of the most anticipated fights on the UFC 178 card, McGregor and Poirier part of only four men involved in the pre-fight press conference, alongside then-headliners Jon Jones and Daniel Cormier.[32] Part of the anticipation stemmed from the challenge the match-up posed: Poirier was McGregor's first opponent ranked in the UFC's top ten featherweights.[33][34] Despite McGregor landing 9 significant strikes to Poirier's 10, he managed to secure a victory early on in the first round, by pressuring Poirier onto his back foot, before exploding with a left hook behind Poirier's ear, forcing referee Herb Dean to step in. The finish officially came at 1:46 into the first round.[35][36] This marked Poirier's first UFC loss via KO/TKO, and earned McGregor his second straight "Performance of the Night" award.[37] In the post-fight interview with commentator Joe Rogan[image: External link], McGregor cited the UFC Featherweight Championship[image: External link] as his next goal in the organisation, stating that "If [the UFC] want, I'll eliminate Chad Mendes[image: External link] and step in and give the fans what they want; Aldo[image: External link] vs. McGregor."[38]
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 2015
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 Championship pursuits




McGregor's dominant victory over Poirier, paired with his brash trash-talking directed at the rest of the featherweight division, particularly UFC Featherweight Champion[image: External link] José Aldo[image: External link], allowed him to establish a claim to a potential title shot in the near future.[39][40][41] McGregor was then scheduled to face perennial featherweight contender Dennis Siver[image: External link] on 18 January 2015 at UFC Fight Night 59[image: External link], in what was later deemed by UFC President Dana White a #1 contender bout. If McGregor were to win the fight, he would face Aldo for the Featherweight Championship later in 2015.[42][43] The bout served as McGregor's return to Boston[image: External link], after his 2013 fight with Max Holloway[image: External link], and was the fourth-most attended UFC Fight Night event of all time, with an official attendance of 13,828.[44] With a four-inch reach advantage, McGregor was able to land his signature left hand cross consistently, Siver struggling to counter all throughout the bout. McGregor kept distance by utilising side kicks to the legs of Siver, as well as wild spinning wheel kicks and leaping roundhouse kicks. Much of Siver's most successful offense came by way of side kicks to both McGregor's lead leg oblique, and chest. McGregor was mostly successful in avoiding his opposition's attack after the first two minutes of the fight, as he would slip underneath any counter left hooks that Siver offered as McGregor stepped in to deliver his left cross. Siver, a capable Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu[image: External link][45] and Judo[image: External link][46] practitioner, attempted three takedowns in the first round of the bout, but McGregor was able to avoid all three attempts handily. Despite landing in the first round 43 significant strikes to Siver's 27, the fight extended into the second round, where McGregor landed over four times more strikes than his opponent.[47] At 1:26 into the second, McGregor landed a left hand cross that knocked Siver down onto his back. After passing Siver's guard[image: External link], McGregor mounted his opponent and began throwing punches and elbows. Referee Herb Dean[image: External link] officially stopped the fight at 1:54 of the second round. The win came via TKO.[48] The victory also earned McGregor his third straight "Performance of the Night" award.[49] After the fight, McGregor jumped over the cage and confronted José Aldo, who was seated cage side at the event.[50]
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 Interim Featherweight Championship bout




The highly anticipated bout with Aldo was announced on 30 January 2015, at the UFC 183 Q&A. McGregor himself declared that he was expected to face Aldo on 11 July 2015 at UFC 189 for the undisputed UFC Featherweight Championship, during the UFC's annual International Fight Week[image: External link]. The fight would take place at the MGM Grand Garden Arena[image: External link] in Las Vegas, Nevada[image: External link].[51] The UFC, confident that the fight would exceed expectations, increased the promotional budget for the event, with company president Dana White stating that "[the UFC] spent more money promoting Aldo-McGregor than any fight in UFC history."[52] In an effort to publicize the bout, both McGregor and Aldo embarked on a 12-day world tour, where they stopped over at eight cities in five countries, including Aldo's home country of Brazil[image: External link] (Rio de Janeiro[image: External link]), the United States of America[image: External link] (Las Vegas, Los Angeles[image: External link], Boston[image: External link], New York City), Canada[image: External link] ( Toronto[image: External link]), England[image: External link] ( London[image: External link]), and McGregor's hometown of Dublin[image: External link], Ireland[image: External link]. The tour began in Rio de Janeiro on 20 March, and completed in Dublin on 31 March.[53] However, on 23 June, it was reported that Aldo had suffered a rib fracture[image: External link] and had pulled out of the bout in light of the injury.[54][55] McGregor remained on the card and was rescheduled to face Chad Mendes[image: External link] for the Interim Featherweight Championship[image: External link].[56] This change of opponent was considered highly significant stylistically, not only as Mendes was the #1 ranked featherweight contender and a former title challenger, but as both McGregor's previous opponents in the UFC as well as Aldo had all been considered striking technicians. According to many pundits, McGregor had never faced a wrestler before, which Mendes, a former NCAA Division I wrestler[image: External link], was.[57][58]

At the weigh-ins, McGregor and Mendes both made the 145-pound limit, in front of a record crowd of 11,500 spectators.[59] Once again, McGregor's countrymen and women flocked to the United States to support him, with Dana White stating that approximately 25% of the tickets sold for the event were from Ireland and the United Kingdom.[60] The official attendance for the event, 16,019, broke the record in Nevada[image: External link], whilst the gate of $7,200,000 broke the record for a mixed martial arts event in the United States.[61] Just prior to the fight, McGregor's typical entrance song, "The Foggy Dew[image: External link]", was sung live by Irish singer-songwriter Sinéad O'Connor[image: External link], who performed the rendition of the song which she had recorded alongside the band The Chieftains[image: External link] in 1995.[62]

McGregor opened the fight offensively, utilising a spinning back kick as soon as the bout began, before being taken down by Mendes. On the feet, Mendes and McGregor exchanged strikes for much of the first two minutes, McGregor landing his signature left cross as well as snap kicks to his opponent's body, and Mendes utilising hard left hooks and overhand rights. McGregor made use of his eight-inch reach advantage,[63] by throwing various taekwondo techniques at range, including a multitude of spinning back kicks, and a roundhouse kick. At 2:13 into the first round, Mendes attempted a successful takedown, before ending up in McGregor's guard[image: External link]. After being hit with an elbow from Mendes, McGregor attempted to escape back to his feet, suffering a striking combination as a result. McGregor's offense remained targeted towards his opponent's body, in an attempt to drain the energy of Mendes. The third and final successful takedown for round 1 for Mendes occurred at 3:44, and led to Mendes briefly passing McGregor's guard and attaining side control[image: External link], before being pulled back into half guard[image: External link]. Mendes briefly attempted a topside guillotine[image: External link] in the final half a minute of the round, but McGregor was able to roll out of the submission. In the final seconds of the round, Mendes was warned repeatedly by referee Herb Dean[image: External link] for sticking his fingers inside a cut that he had opened above McGregor's eyebrow earlier in the round.[64] In the first round, McGregor successfully landed 19 of 51 significant strikes, compared to Mendes' 15 of 28. 53% of McGregor's strikes were dealt to the body, whilst 50% of Mendes' were directed at the head. Mendes also successfully landed 3 strikes to McGregor on the ground, including the elbow which cut McGregor's eyebrow.[65] Many mixed martial arts media groups, including Sherdog[image: External link], Caged Insider, MMA Junkie[image: External link], and Bloody Elbow, scored the round 10-9 for Chad Mendes.[66][67][68][64]

In the opening of the second round, McGregor continued to issue damage to Mendes' body, before sprawling to avoid a takedown 0:22 seconds in. After a successful variety of boxing combinations, Mendes landed a takedown at 0:48. Mendes maintained top position for much of the round subsequent to the takedown, landing 13 strikes to McGregor's head. McGregor, remaining offensive on the ground, landed a flurry of 7 elbow strikes to the head of Mendes from 2:37 onwards.[65] Mendes complained to Herb Dean that the elbows were illegal, but Dean disagreed, allowing McGregor to continue his attack. At 4:12 of the round, Mendes attempted another topside guillotine from half guard, allowing McGregor to scramble back to his feet and continue his assault at distance.[69][70] McGregor began to land uppercuts[image: External link], hooks[image: External link], and the left cross[image: External link], before sprawling to avoid Mendes' third takedown attempt of the second round, at 4:32. With 10 seconds left in the round, McGregor landed a jab-cross combination that sent Mendes to the canvas. A series of strikes delivered to the grounded Mendes forced Herb Dean to step in and halt the bout at 4:57, with 3 seconds remaining in the round.[71]

McGregor won the fight via second-round TKO, winning the UFC Interim Featherweight Championship.[72][73] Mendes came over to McGregor shortly after the bout was stopped, and McGregor thanked him for accepting the fight, saying "You're a legend for taking this fight... [Aldo's] a juice-head pussy."[74] A visually emotional McGregor said in his post-fight interview with Joe Rogan[image: External link] that he was "blown away by the support. I can't put into words how grateful I am for everyone supporting me and following me... To come in here and just to hear all the support [at the weigh-ins] and today... I'm shaken with it."[75][76] When asked about José Aldo by Rogan, McGregor stated that "in my opinion, José went running. I had bigger injuries leading up to this fight than [Aldo's] bruised rib, and I still showed up here and performed... If he wants to come back, he can come back, but I swear to god his day will come."[75] The injury McGregor was referring to was later revealed to be an ACL tear[image: External link] that the fighter had procured during his training camp.[77] During Chad Mendes' post-fight interview, McGregor approached his opponent, and the two men expressed respect and thankfulness towards one another.[75] This victory extended McGregor's "Performance of the Night" award streak to four.[78]

McGregor then took part in UFC's reality television series The Ultimate Fighter[image: External link] where he would coach against Urijah Faber[image: External link]. This "U.S. vs. Europe" installment of the show was the first time that the coaches would not fight against each other at the show's conclusion.[79] Faber's team member Ryan Hall[image: External link] ended up winning the competition.
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 Featherweight Championship Unification bout




On 10 August, Dana White confirmed that the UFC 194 event, which was initially scheduled to be held at the AT&T Stadium[image: External link] in Texas[image: External link] on 5 December, would take place at the MGM Grand Garden Arena[image: External link], in Las Vegas, Nevada[image: External link].[80] A day later, on 11 August, it was announced that the event would take place on 12 December, and Conor McGregor would face José Aldo[image: External link] in their long-awaited UFC Featherweight Championship unification bout. This would be the second consecutive time McGregor would be scheduled to fight in Las Vegas in the headlining match.[81] McGregor emerged from the fight announcement as an almost 2-to-1 betting favourite over Aldo.[82]

At the UFC's "Go Big" press conference, on 4 September 2015, McGregor referenced both Aldo and his other opponent's tendency to pull-out of bouts with him, suggesting that at UFC 194, Aldo would not fight. He implored everyone on the dais, from members of the 145-pound featherweight division to the 170-pound welterweight division, to "prepare for this fight, because I don't think [Aldo's] showing up... Don't use [Mendes'] excuse of camps and all this bullshit. Stay ready, because [Aldo's] gone running."[83] McGregor also made comments shortly prior to the press conference, detailing his intention to move up to the 155-pound lightweight division, and capture the UFC Lightweight Championship[image: External link]. He stated, "I'm going to unify the belts, I'm going to destroy the [featherweight] division, and then I'm going to take the lightweight division as well."[84]

On the week of UFC 194, Dana White stated his belief that the event would attract more attention than any other mixed martial arts event in history. "[UFC 194] is trending in every way, shape and form to be the biggest thing we've ever done... this fight is [set to gross in gate] $10,000,000."[85][86] At the weigh-ins, both McGregor and Aldo achieved the stipulated weight limit of 145 pounds, making the bout official in front of a raucous 9,000 spectators. During the customary staredown, both men needed to be separated from one another.[87][88] The event lived up to its monetary potential, producing a live gate of $10,100,000, breaking the previous record for a mixed martial arts event in the United States, established at UFC 189. The final attendance for the event also broke the Nevada attendance record, with a live attendance figure of 16,516.[89] The buyrate for the pay-per-view[image: External link] was 1,200,000, placing it as the second highest buyrate[image: External link] in UFC history, behind only UFC 100.[90]

When both men met in the centre of the octagon for referee John McCarthy's[image: External link] instructions, Aldo refused to make eye-contact with McGregor, as per his usual pre-fight tradition. Neither man performed the customary touch of gloves. As the bout began, both men rushed to the centre of the cage. McGregor threw the first strike of the fight, a left cross[image: External link] which failed to connect. Aldo's follow-up counter left hook[image: External link] similarly failed to make contact with McGregor. McGregor, attempting to establish distance, utilised a front-leg side kick[image: External link], directed at Aldo's lead leg. At 0:09 into the opening round, Aldo stepped into the pocket, feinting a right cross in an attempt to connect with a left hook. But as Aldo attempted this combination, McGregor stepped back and countered with his own left hook. McGregor's power, combined with Aldo's forward momentum, caused the shot to drop Aldo to the canvas. After delivering two additional hammerfists[image: External link] to the grounded Aldo, John McCarthy halted the bout. The fight lasted 13 seconds, the fastest finish in any UFC title bout, cementing Conor McGregor as only the second undisputed UFC Featherweight Champion in history.[91][92] On a record-breaking fifth consecutive occasion, McGregor was made the winner of the "Performance of the Night" bonus. The win over Aldo extended his UFC win streak to 7 and overall win streak to 15.[93][94] In the post-fight interview with Joe Rogan[image: External link], McGregor talked about how "nobody can take that left hand shot... [Aldo's] powerful and he's fast. But precision beats power, and timing beats speed." McGregor expressed sympathy for his opponent, stating "I feel for José. He was a phenomenal champion. We deserve to go a little longer." At the conclusion of the interview, McGregor grabbed Rogan's microphone, before exclaiming "Ireland baby, we did it; yeah!"[95]
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 First UFC loss




After emphatically dispatching Aldo, McGregor continued to express a desire to move up to the lightweight division, in an attempt to become the first ever UFC dual-weight champion. On the FOX Sports[image: External link] post-fight show for UFC 194, McGregor said that he would "like to go up and fight for that 155-pound belt and replicate what I've done in [Cage Warriors][image: External link]."[96] A week subsequent to UFC 194, the UFC Lightweight Championship[image: External link] was contested at UFC on Fox: dos Anjos vs. Cerrone 2, between reigning champion Rafael dos Anjos, and the #2 lightweight contender, Donald Cerrone[image: External link]. dos Anjos defeated Cerrone 1:06 into the first round, via TKO.[97][98][99] After the bout, during the post-fight interview, dos Anjos took aim at McGregor, telling the Featherweight Champion that "it's better to stay in the featherweight division... I will fight you in Brazil. I will go to Ireland to fight you there. Whatever one, man. I’m here to stay.”[100] It was on 12 January 2016, that the UFC officially announced that Conor McGregor would face Rafael dos Anjos for the UFC Lightweight Championship on 5 March at UFC 196 (then known as UFC 197). The event would be held at the MGM Grand Garden Arena[image: External link], in McGregor's third consecutive headlining appearance at the venue.[101] On 20 January, the UFC hosted a press conference featuring all the combatants involved in the two championship fights headlining the UFC 197 event, including McGregor and dos Anjos. McGregor criticised his opponent on numerous occasions throughout the press conference, stating "Rafael dos Anjos is a free TV fighter. He doesn’t have much to offer me besides that gold belt... His last gate was $1.7 million. He fights on free TV. He hasn’t made the company a dime." McGregor also entertained the idea of challenging for the UFC Welterweight Championship[image: External link], telling the media that "I will fight in many weight divisions. I like the sound of that 170-pound title as well. I feel like I can take three gold belts." His prediction for the fight with dos Anjos was that he would "dust Rafael inside one minute."[102][103]

On 23 February, it was announced that dos Anjos was withdrawing from the fight after breaking his foot.[104] A variety of competitors at all different weight classes were asked to step-in on short notice to face McGregor, including former UFC Featherweight Champion José Aldo, who refused the bout due to "lack of time" to prepare for the bout,[105] and former UFC Lightweight Champion and #2 ranked featheweight, Frankie Edgar, who cited a groin injury as reasoning for turning the opportunity down.[106] Instead, #10 ranked lightweight contender, The Ultimate Fighter Season 5 winner, and former UFC Lightweight Championship challenger Nate Diaz would be stepping in to fight McGregor on 13 days notice instead of dos Anjos.[107][108] Initially assumed to be a lightweight contest, McGregor allowed the bout to be contested at 170-pounds, in the welterweight[image: External link] division, to avoid forcing Diaz to cut down to the 155-pound lightweight limit in such little time, telling Diaz to "get comfortable".[109] McGregor opened as a -400 favourite, his third-highest opening behind his fights with Dennis Siver[image: External link] and Diego Brandão[image: External link], and was widely expected to best Diaz during the contest.[110][111][112][113] On 24 February 2016, a press conference was held to help promote the new main event, with both men trading insults back-and-forth.[114] At the Thursday pre-fight press conference on 3 March, McGregor and Diaz engaged in a brief scuffle during a face-off, after McGregor landed a strike on Diaz's lead hand.[115] At the weigh-ins, in front of another pro-McGregor crowd, both men made the welterweight limit, Diaz weighing in at 169 pounds, and McGregor weighing in at 168.[116] The UFC 196 event, whilst failing to exceed the gate and attendance records of McGregor's previous bout against Aldo, provided respectable numbers, with a revised attendance of 14,898, and a total gate of $8.1 million.[117] More significantly, the event procured a PPV buyrate of 1,317,000 buys, surpassing McGregor's own personal record of 1,200,000 for UFC 194.[118]

For his walkout, McGregor decided to abandon The Notorious B.I.G's[image: External link] "Hypnotize"[image: External link] for the first time since his homecoming bout against Brandão, and instead opted to utilise a combination of Sinéad O'Connor and The Chieftain's "The Foggy Dew", followed by The Game[image: External link] and Skrillex's[image: External link] "El Chapo"[image: External link].[119] The fight began with McGregor shifting stances frequently, before looking to establish his patented left cross. The first minute consisted of McGregor showcasing a variety of kicks, before Diaz initiated a clinch, and forced McGregor to the cage. McGregor, aware that Diaz would bring his head low after delivering a jab-cross combination, attempted to make use of a left uppercut, with varied success. Diaz' jab kept McGregor at bay for much of the first two minutes, and McGregor found difficulty utilising the pullback left-hand counter that had knocked out Jose Aldo. At 2:32, McGregor connected with a left uppercut off of Diaz' jab, stunning his opponent for a brief interval. McGregor's left overhand also proved successful, employed as Diaz would lunge in to strike. Diaz' right hook was utilised to great success in the first round, catching McGregor as he would step into range. At 3:12, during a McGregor combination, Diaz returned fire with two consecutive hooks, one a slap, a signature of Nate and his brother, Nick Diaz[image: External link], termed the "Stockton Slap". McGregor avoided Diaz' jabs by slipping to his right, often before throwing his left overhand. At 3:28, commentator Mike Goldberg[image: External link] noted that there was "a lot of blood on the right side of the face of Nate Diaz", indicating that McGregor had opened a cut on Diaz. The final minute consisted of both men exchanging blows, before a slow body kick from McGregor led to Diaz taking him down at 4:18. McGregor swept Diaz' legs, and ended up in his opponent's guard, hammering down with two significant strikes. McGregor landed 28 to Diaz' 23 strikes during round 1, both men attaining a connection percentage of 37%.[120] Many mixed martial arts media sites awarded a 10-9 to McGregor for the round, including Bloody Elbow, MMA Mania, and Sherdog.[121][122][123][124]

The second round commenced with Diaz utilising his check right hook, attempting to keep the aggressive McGregor at distance. Despite this, McGregor procured success with his bodywork, landing a thudding left hook to Diaz' right side at 0:37. McGregor began to connect with significant combinations, until Diaz clinched and pushed McGregor to the fence, at 1:15. After a combination of uppercuts from McGregor at 1:48, Diaz delivered his first significant taunt of the fight, shrugging towards his opponent. As the taunts began to increase in frequency from both sides, Diaz' volume and pace increased, his landing of the jab escalating. After a 7-strike combination from McGregor, Diaz separated from the exchange and proceeded to land a jab-cross combination at 2:37 which wobbled McGregor. A swarm of strikes, including a slap, followed this combination, Diaz landing with great effectiveness until the initiation of another clinch, where Diaz landed 10 strikes. After the two disengaged, McGregor returned fire with a barrage of 4 strikes, before being hit with two consecutive jab-cross combinations. At 3:47, McGregor attempted a double leg takedown[image: External link], Diaz successfully sprawling[image: External link] to avoid the shot. Diaz, hands clasped around McGregor's neck, threatening the guillotine choke[image: External link], forced McGregor onto his back after stopping McGregor from scrambling out of the position, as he did during the bout with Chad Mendes[image: External link] at UFC 189. At 4:00, Diaz secured the mount[image: External link], before firing off a volley of strikes from the top. In an effort to avoid the assault, McGregor gave up his back, allowing Diaz to punch his head into the crook of his arm, and secure a rear naked choke[image: External link]. McGregor tapped to the submission at 4:12 into the second round, forcing referee Herb Dean[image: External link] to interfere and stop the bout.[123][120][124]

The loss served as Conor McGregor's first in the UFC, and his third overall. It broke his winning streak of 15 consecutive wins, and was his first loss since November 2010.[125] Both competitors were awarded "Fight of the Night" bonuses, and McGregor received the highest disclosed purse of any fighter in the history of the company, a total of $1,000,000.[126][127] In the post-fight interview, McGregor evaluated the contest, stating that "I felt I took the first round, but I was inefficient with my energy. But I'm humble in victory or defeat. I respect Nate; he came in, he took the fight on short notice, came in at 170, and done the job. He was efficient, I was not efficient. That was it, I feel." Regarding the future, McGregor said he would "face it like a man, like a champion, and come back and do it again."[128] At the post-fight press conference, McGregor was content with the loss, stating that "this is the game. We win some, we lose some. I will never shy away from a challenge. I will never shy away from defeat. This is the fight business. It's another day. I'll come back."[129]
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 Diaz rematch




A rematch with Diaz was scheduled for July 9 at UFC 200.[130][131] However, on April 19, the UFC announced that McGregor had been pulled from the event after failing to fulfill media obligations related to the fight.[132] In turn, the fight with McGregor was rescheduled and took place the following month, contested again at welterweight, at UFC 202.[133] McGregor won the rematch via majority decision (48-47, 47-47, 48-47).[134] The bout was once again awarded "Fight of the Night" honors.[135] The event broke the record previously held by UFC 100 for highest selling pay-per-view in UFC history with 1,650,000 buys.
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 Two-division champion




On September 27, it was officially announced that McGregor's next bout would be against Eddie Alvarez[image: External link] for the UFC Lightweight Championship on November 12 at UFC 205.[136] McGregor defeated Alvarez by second-round technical knockout to win the UFC Lightweight Championship and become the first simultaneous two-division champion in UFC history.

On November 26, due to his inactivity in the division, it was initially announced that McGregor vacated the Featherweight Championship, therefore promoting José Aldo to undisputed champion[137] but further reports say that McGregor was actually stripped of the title as confirmed by his coach.[138]
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 MMA hiatus and boxing endeavours




After winning the lightweight championship at UFC 205, McGregor announced he would take time off from the UFC to wait for the birth of his first child due in 2017.[139] McGregor would spend the majority of his public appearances in early-2017 campaigning for a boxing match with Floyd Mayweather[image: External link].[140]
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 UFC pay-per-views






	Date
	Main event
	Billing
	Buyrate



	July 11, 2015
	Mendes vs. McGregor
	UFC 189
	825,000[141]



	December 12, 2015
	Aldo vs. McGregor
	UFC 194
	1,200,000[142]



	March 5, 2016
	McGregor vs. Diaz
	UFC 196
	1,600,000[143]



	August 20, 2016
	Diaz vs. McGregor 2
	UFC 202
	1,650,000[143]



	November 12, 2016
	Alvarez vs. McGregor
	UFC 205
	1,300,000[144][142]
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 Fighting style




McGregor is known mostly as a striker[image: External link] and prefers to fight standing up as opposed to on the ground. He primarily fights out of the southpaw[image: External link] stance, but often elects to switch to a conventional stance as well, and will frequently try to be the aggressor in his bouts.[145] McGregor's boxing[image: External link] is typically considered his best skill, with the majority of his victories coming by way of knockout or technical-knockout via punches.[146] Many pundits cite McGregor's pull-back left-handed counter as his most dangerous strike.[147][148][149]

McGregor will almost always engage in trash talk[image: External link] and "psychological warfare[image: External link]" against his opponents which have led to comparisons to Muhammad Ali[image: External link], whom McGregor cites as one of his early inspirations.[150][151][152][153] After Ali died in June 2016, McGregor opined that "nobody will ever come close to [Ali's] greatness".[154][155][156]
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 Personal life




McGregor has two sisters, Erin and Aoife.[157] He has been in a relationship with his girlfriend, Dee Devlin, since 2008.[158] McGregor and Devlin are expecting their first child in May 2017.[159]

McGregor usually carries with him a hat that his grandfather frequently wore before he died. He is left-handed. McGregor frequently trains in Reykjavik, Iceland, at the Mjölnir gym, alongside fellow UFC fighter Gunnar Nelson[image: External link].[160][161][162]

McGregor stated that he does not adhere to any pre-fight rituals[image: External link] or superstitions[image: External link] because he believes them to be "a form of fear".[163][164] In 2015, when Ireland was holding a nationwide vote on legalizing same-sex marriage, McGregor voiced his support saying, "We all deserve equal rights. We're all human here at the end of the day." [165]

On November 30, 2016, McGregor obtained a professional boxing license from the California State Athletic Commission.


[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Filmography





[image: TOC] TOC [image: Previous chapter] Previous Next [image: Next chapter] 
 Television






	Year
	Title
	Role
	Notes



	2015
	The Ultimate Fighter 22[image: External link]
	Himself
	



	2015
	The Notorious
	Himself
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 Video games






	Year
	Title



	2014
	EA Sports UFC[image: External link]



	2016
	EA Sports UFC 2[image: External link]



	2016
	Call of Duty: Infinite Warfare[image: External link]
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 Championships and accomplishments
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 Championships





	
Cage Warriors Fighting Championship[image: External link]

	CWFC Featherweight Championship (one time)

	CWFC Lightweight Championship (one time)





	
Ultimate Fighting Championship

	
UFC Featherweight Championship (one time)

	
UFC Interim Featherweight Championship (one time)

	
UFC Lightweight Championship (one time, current)
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 Awards, records and honours







	

	
Ultimate Fighting Championship

	
Fight of the Night[image: External link] (two times) vs. Nate Diaz


	
Knockout of the Night[image: External link] (one time) vs. Marcus Brimage[image: External link][166]


	
Performance of the Night[image: External link] (six times) vs. Diego Brandão[image: External link], Dustin Poirier[image: External link], Dennis Siver[image: External link], Chad Mendes[image: External link], José Aldo[image: External link] and Eddie Alvarez[image: External link][78][167][168][169][170][171]


	Fastest title fight victory in UFC history (13 seconds) vs. José Aldo[172]


	First simultaneous multi-divisional champion (featherweight, lightweight)

	Most consecutive Performance of the Night awards in UFC history (five)

	Most consecutive post-fight bonuses in UFC history (eight)

	Most knockouts in UFC featherweight division history (six)[173]


	Most Performance of the Night awards in UFC history (six)





	
Cage Warriors Fighting Championship[image: External link]

	First multi-division champion (featherweight, lightweight)[174]






	
Bleacher Report[image: External link]

	2015 Fighter of the Year[175]


	2016 Fight of the Year vs. Nate Diaz at UFC 202[176]






	
Combat Press

	2014 Breakout Fighter of the Year[177]


	2015 Event of the Year headlined at UFC 189[178]


	2015 Fighter of the Year[179]






	
ESPN[image: External link]

	2015 Fighter of the Year[180]






	
ESPYs[image: External link]

	2016 Best Fighter[image: External link]


	2016 Nominee for Best Breakthrough Athlete [181]






	
Fight Matrix[image: External link]

	Lineal Featherweight Championship (one time, current)[182]






	
Fox Sports[image: External link]

	2015 Fighter of the Year[183]


	2016 Fight of the Year vs. Nate Diaz at UFC 202[184]






	
MMA Fighting[image: External link]

	2015 Event of the Year headlined at UFC 189[185]


	2015 Fighter of the Year[185]









	

	
MMA Junkie[image: External link]

	2015 December Knockout of the Month vs. José Aldo[186]


	2015 Fighter of the Year[187]






	
MMA Insider

	2013 Best UFC Newcomer[188]






	
MMA Mania[image: External link]

	2015 Event of the Year headlined at UFC 189[189]


	2015 Fighter of the Year[190]






	
RTÉ Sport[image: External link]

	2016 RTÉ Sports Person of the Year[image: External link]






	
Rolling Stone[image: External link]

	25 Hottest Sex Symbols of 2015 inclusion[191]






	
Severe MMA

	2014 Irish Pro Fighter of the Year[192]


	2015 Irish Pro Fighter of the Year[193]


	2015 Fighter of the Year[193]






	
Sherdog[image: External link]

	2014 Breakthrough Fighter of the Year[194]


	2015 Event of the Year headlined at UFC 194[195]


	2015 Knockout of the Year vs. José Aldo[196]


	2015 Fighter of the Year[197]


	2016 Fighter of the Year[198]






	
The MMA Community

	2015 Male Fighter of the Year[199]






	
VIP Style Awards

	2015 Ireland's Most Stylish Man





	
World MMA Awards[image: External link]

	2014 International Fighter of the Year[200]


	2015 International Fighter of the Year[201]


	2015 Fighter of the Year[202]






	
Wrestling Observer Newsletter[image: External link]

	2016 Best Box Office Draw[image: External link][203]


	2015 and 2016 Best on Interviews[image: External link][204]


	2015 Feud of the Year[image: External link] vs. José Aldo[204]


	2016 Feud of the Year[image: External link] vs. Nate Diaz[203]


	2016 Mixed Martial Arts Most Valuable[image: External link][203]


	2016 Most Charismatic[image: External link][203]


	2015 and 2016 Most Outstanding Fighter of the Year[image: External link][203][204]
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 Mixed martial arts record






	Professional record breakdown
	



	24 matches
	21 wins
	3 losses



	By knockout
	18
	0



	By submission
	1
	3



	By decision
	2
	0






	Res.
	Record
	Opponent
	Method
	Event
	Date
	Round
	Time
	Location
	Notes



	Win
	21–3
	Eddie Alvarez[image: External link]
	TKO (punches)
	UFC 205
	November 12, 2016
	2
	3:04
	New York City, New York[image: External link], United States
	Won the UFC Lightweight Championship. Performance of the Night.



	Win
	20–3
	Nate Diaz
	Decision (majority)
	UFC 202
	August 20, 2016
	5
	5:00
	Las Vegas, Nevada[image: External link], United States
	Welterweight bout. Fight of the Night.



	Loss
	19–3
	Nate Diaz
	Submission (rear-naked choke)
	UFC 196
	March 5, 2016
	2
	4:12
	Las Vegas, Nevada[image: External link], United States
	Welterweight debut. Fight of the Night.



	Win
	19–2
	José Aldo[image: External link]
	KO (punch)
	UFC 194
	December 12, 2015
	1
	0:13
	Las Vegas, Nevada[image: External link], United States
	Won and unified the UFC Featherweight Championship. Performance of the Night.



	Win
	18–2
	Chad Mendes[image: External link]
	TKO (punches)
	UFC 189
	July 11, 2015
	2
	4:57
	Las Vegas, Nevada[image: External link], United States
	Won the interim UFC Featherweight Championship. Performance of the Night.



	Win
	17–2
	Dennis Siver[image: External link]
	TKO (punches)
	UFC Fight Night: McGregor vs. Siver
	January 18, 2015
	2
	1:54
	Boston[image: External link], Massachusetts[image: External link], United States
	Performance of the Night.



	Win
	16–2
	Dustin Poirier[image: External link]
	TKO (punches)
	UFC 178
	September 27, 2014
	1
	1:46
	Las Vegas, Nevada[image: External link], United States
	Performance of the Night.



	Win
	15–2
	Diego Brandão[image: External link]
	TKO (punches)
	UFC Fight Night: McGregor vs. Brandao
	July 19, 2014
	1
	4:05
	Dublin[image: External link], Ireland
	Performance of the Night.



	Win
	14–2
	Max Holloway[image: External link]
	Decision (unanimous)
	UFC Fight Night: Shogun vs. Sonnen
	August 17, 2013
	3
	5:00
	Boston[image: External link], Massachusetts[image: External link], United States
	



	Win
	13–2
	Marcus Brimage[image: External link]
	TKO (punches)
	UFC on Fuel TV: Mousasi vs. Latifi
	April 6, 2013
	1
	1:07
	Stockholm[image: External link], Sweden
	Return to Featherweight. Knockout of the Night.



	Win
	12–2
	Ivan Buchinger
	KO (punch)
	Cage Warriors FC 51
	December 31, 2012
	1
	3:40
	Dublin[image: External link], Ireland
	Won the CWFC Lightweight Championship[image: External link].



	Win
	11–2
	Dave Hill
	Submission (rear-naked choke)
	Cage Warriors: 47[image: External link]
	June 2, 2012
	2
	4:10
	Dublin[image: External link], Ireland
	Won the CWFC Featherweight Championship[image: External link].



	Win
	10–2
	Steve O'Keefe
	KO (elbows)
	Cage Warriors: 45[image: External link]
	February 18, 2012
	1
	1:35
	Kentish Town[image: External link], England
	



	Win
	9–2
	Aaron Jahnsen
	TKO (punches)
	Cage Warriors: Fight Night 2[image: External link]
	September 8, 2011
	1
	3:29
	Amman[image: External link], Jordan
	Lightweight bout.



	Win
	8–2
	Artur Sowinski
	TKO (punches)
	Celtic Gladiator 2: Clash of the Giants
	June 11, 2011
	2
	1:12
	Portlaoise[image: External link], Ireland
	



	Win
	7–2
	Paddy Doherty
	KO (punch)
	Immortal Fighting Championship 4
	April 16, 2011
	1
	0:04
	Letterkenny[image: External link], Ireland
	



	Win
	6–2
	Mike Wood
	KO (punches)
	Cage Contender 8
	March 12, 2011
	1
	0:16
	Dublin[image: External link], Ireland
	



	Win
	5–2
	Hugh Brady
	TKO (punches)
	Chaos FC 8
	February 12, 2011
	1
	2:31
	Derry[image: External link], Northern Ireland
	



	Loss
	4–2
	Joseph Duffy[image: External link]
	Submission (arm-triangle choke)
	Cage Warriors 39: The Uprising[image: External link]
	November 27, 2010
	1
	0:38
	Cork[image: External link], Ireland
	Lightweight bout.



	Win
	4–1
	Connor Dillon
	TKO (corner stoppage)
	Chaos FC 7
	October 9, 2010
	1
	4:22
	Derry[image: External link], Northern Ireland
	



	Win
	3–1
	Stephen Bailey
	TKO (punches)
	K.O.: The Fight Before Christmas
	December 12, 2008
	1
	1:22
	Dublin[image: External link], Ireland
	



	Loss
	2–1
	Artemij Sitenkov
	Submission (kneebar)
	Cage of Truth 3
	June 28, 2008
	1
	1:09
	Dublin[image: External link], Ireland
	Featherweight debut.



	Win
	2–0
	Mo Taylor
	TKO (punches)
	Cage Rage Contenders - Ireland vs. Belgium[image: External link]
	May 3, 2008
	1
	1:06
	Dublin[image: External link], Ireland
	



	Win
	1–0
	Gary Morris
	TKO (punches)
	Cage of Truth 2
	March 8, 2008
	2
	0:08
	Dublin[image: External link], Ireland
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UFC 196





UFC 196: McGregor vs. Diaz was a mixed martial arts event held on March 5, 2016 at MGM Grand Garden Arena[image: External link] in Las Vegas, Nevada[image: External link].[4][5][6]
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 Background




The event was officially announced in November 2015 as "UFC 197," taking place on March 5, 2016 at HSBC Arena[image: External link] in Rio de Janeiro[image: External link], Brazil[image: External link].[7] Weeks later on December 29, UFC announced that the event was canceled and would be moved to a different location.[8] On January 12, it was confirmed the event would take place at the MGM Grand Garden Arena[image: External link] in Las Vegas[image: External link], Nevada[image: External link].[6]

On January 13, UFC revealed this event was originally intended to take place at Arena da Baixada[image: External link] (a much larger venue) in Curitiba[image: External link], Brazil[image: External link], and feature a UFC Heavyweight Championship rematch between champion Fabrício Werdum[image: External link] and former two-time champion Cain Velasquez, with former UFC Middleweight Champion Anderson Silva in the co-main event slot, possibly against Michael Bisping[image: External link]. Due to a series of injuries, the company moved the heavyweight bout to a separate event scheduled for February 6, which at that time was titled "UFC 196". This change made the March 5 event a smaller draw, which led to the transition to the smaller venue in Rio de Janeiro[image: External link]. To maintain local interest, the company then considered booking the main event as a rematch between two Brazilian[image: External link] fighters, Silva and former UFC Light Heavyweight Champion Vitor Belfort[image: External link]. Belfort declined the bout, as he wished to wait for the result of the middleweight[image: External link] title fight at UFC 194. This final fall-through is what prompted the cancellation of the event in Brazil and relocation to Las Vegas.[9] On January 27, it was revealed the Werdum-Velasquez bout (which had been moved to "UFC 196" scheduled for February 6, 2016) was cancelled entirely. This forced that event to alter into a "UFC Fight Night" card, and the originally scheduled "UFC 197" event was renamed UFC 196.[10]

The event was expected to be headlined by a UFC Lightweight Championship bout between champion Rafael dos Anjos and UFC Featherweight Champion Conor McGregor.[6] This would have been the second time in UFC history that champions in different divisions would fight for the same title. The first time was at UFC 94 on January 31, 2009, when then-UFC Welterweight Champion Georges St-Pierre[image: External link] defended his title against then-lightweight champion B.J. Penn[image: External link]. On February 23, the planned bout suffered a setback as it was announced that dos Anjos pulled out due to a broken foot.[11] Former UFC Featherweight Champion José Aldo[image: External link] declined the initial opportunity to replace him due to "lack of time" to prepare for the bout.[12] Former lightweight champion and top featherweight contender Frankie Edgar also declined the opportunity due to a groin injury.[13] Eventually, The Ultimate Fighter 5 winner and former lightweight title challenger Nate Diaz was announced as the replacement and the bout took place in the welterweight division.[14]

A UFC Women's Bantamweight Championship bout between then champion Holly Holm[image: External link] and former Strikeforce Women's Bantamweight Champion[image: External link] Miesha Tate co-headlined the event.[6]

Michael Johnson[image: External link] was expected to face Tony Ferguson[image: External link] in a lightweight rematch. On January 27, it was announced that Johnson withdrew from the bout due to injury. Ferguson was then rescheduled to fight at UFC on Fox: Nurmagomedov vs. Ferguson[image: External link] on April 16 against Khabib Nurmagomedov[image: External link].[15]

A welterweight bout between Brandon Thatch[image: External link] and Siyar Bahadurzada[image: External link], originally slated for UFC Fight Night: Cowboy vs. Cowboy, was rescheduled to this event due to Thatch's medication being banned by Pennsylvania's athletic commission.[16]
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 Results






	Main Card



	Weight class
	
	
	
	Method
	Round
	Time
	Notes



	Welterweight
	Nate Diaz
	def.
	Conor McGregor
	Submission (rear-naked choke)
	2
	4:12
	



	Women's Bantamweight
	Miesha Tate
	def.
	Holly Holm[image: External link] (c)
	Technical Submission (rear-naked choke)
	5
	3:30
	[a]



	Light Heavyweight
	Ilir Latifi[image: External link]
	def.
	Gian Villante[image: External link]
	Decision (unanimous) (30-27, 30-27, 30-27)
	3
	5:00
	



	Light Heavyweight
	Corey Anderson[image: External link]
	def.
	Tom Lawlor[image: External link]
	Decision (unanimous) (30-27, 30-27, 29-28)
	3
	5:00
	



	Women's Bantamweight
	Amanda Nunes
	def.
	Valentina Shevchenko[image: External link]
	Decision (unanimous) (29-28, 29-27, 29-27)
	3
	5:00
	



	Preliminary Card (Fox Sports 1)



	Welterweight
	Siyar Bahadurzada[image: External link]
	def.
	Brandon Thatch[image: External link]
	Submission (arm-triangle choke)
	3
	4:11
	



	Welterweight
	Nordine Taleb[image: External link]
	def.
	Erick Silva[image: External link]
	KO (punches)
	2
	1:34
	



	Middleweight
	Vitor Miranda[image: External link]
	def.
	Marcelo Guimarães[image: External link]
	TKO (head kick and punches)
	2
	1:09
	



	Featherweight
	Darren Elkins[image: External link]
	def.
	Chas Skelly[image: External link]
	Decision (unanimous) (30-27, 29-27, 30-26)
	3
	5:00
	



	Preliminary Card (UFC Fight Pass)



	Lightweight
	Diego Sanchez
	def.
	Jim Miller
	Decision (unanimous) (29-28, 29-28, 29-28)
	3
	5:00
	



	Lightweight
	Jason Saggo[image: External link]
	def.
	Justin Salas[image: External link]
	TKO (punches)
	1
	4:31
	



	Featherweight
	Teruto Ishihara[image: External link]
	def.
	Julian Erosa
	KO (punches)
	2
	0:34
	






	
^ For the UFC Women's Bantamweight Championship.
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 Bonus awards




The following fighters were awarded $50,000 bonuses:[18]


	Fight of the Night: Nate Diaz vs. Conor McGregor

	
Performance of the Night: Nate Diaz and Miesha Tate
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 Reported payout




The following is the reported payout to the fighters as reported to the Nevada State Athletic Commission. It does not include sponsor money and also does not include the UFC's traditional "fight night" bonuses.[19]


	
Nate Diaz: $500,000 (no win bonus) def. Conor McGregor: $1,000,000

	
Miesha Tate: $92,000 (includes $46,000 win bonus) def. Holly Holm: $500,000

	
Ilir Latifi: $50,000 (includes $25,000 win bonus) def. Gian Villante: $36,000

	
Corey Anderson: $40,000 (includes $20,000 win bonus) def. Tom Lawlor: $28,000

	
Amanda Nunes: $56,000 (includes $28,000 win bonus) def. Valentina Shevchenko: $14,000

	
Siyar Bahadurzada: $38,000 (includes $19,000 win bonus) def. Brandon Thatch: $22,000

	
Nordine Taleb: $30,000 (includes $15,000 win bonus) def. Erick Silva: $34,000

	
Vitor Miranda: $32,000 (includes $16,000 win bonus) def. Marcelo Guimarães: $13,000

	
Darren Elkins: $74,000 (includes $37,000 win bonus) def. Chas Skelly: $21,000

	
Diego Sanchez: $150,000 (includes $75,000 win bonus) def. Jim Miller: $59,000

	
Jason Saggo: $20,000 (includes $10,000 win bonus) def. Justin Salas: $16,000

	
Teruto Ishihara: $34,000 (includes $17,000 win bonus) def. Julian Erosa: $12,000
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