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Glossary and Introductory Notes








	

AA&QMG




	

Assistant Adjutant & Quartermaster General.









	

A Branch




	

Adjutant General’s Branch of the General Staff: responsible for administration, discipline and awards.









	

ADMS




	

Assistant Director of Medical Services.









	

ADS




	

Advanced Dressing Station – most forward medical treatment posts behind the Regimental Aid Post (RAP).









	

AHQ




	

Army Headquarters.









	

AMC




	

Army Medical Corps: later to become Royal Army Medical Corps (RAMC).









	

Anzac




	

Australian and New Zealand Army Corps (used as term for all Australian and NZ troops).









	

AP




	

(Medical) Aid Post.









	

APM




	

Assistant Provost (Military Police) Marshal.









	

Area Shoot




	

Term used for artillery/mortar saturation bombardment of a targeted enemy area.









	

Army Troops




	

Supporting units (e.g. transport, services, logistics units in general) attached to divisional order of battle from army resources for miscellaneous duties.









	

Arty




	

Artillery.









	

ASC




	

Army Service Corps (Logistics support units), later to become Royal Army Service Corps (RASC).









	

Aus




	

Australian.









	

Aussie




	

Australian.









	

BAB




	

‘Bab code’ British telephone code-book post-1916.









	

Banjo




	

Australian slang for a spade.









	

Barrage




	

Artillery bombardment (different types shown in glossary).









	

Battery




	

Artillery sub-unit, level equivalent to an infantry company. Commanded by a Major.









	

Battle bowler




	

British slang for the steel helmet.









	

Battle Order




	

Reduced infantry order of dress and equipment, worn for action. Also known as ‘fighting order’, it disposed of the main back-pack and consisted of steel helmet, gas-mask, haversack for emergency rations and spare ammunition, webbing-belt, water bottle(s) and ammunition pouches. This facilitated freedom and speed of movement in battle.









	

Bde/bde




	

Brigade – infantry bde – fighting unit of four infantry battalions, plus supporting artillery, engineer and other support units – approximately 5,000 men. Commanded by a Brigadier/Brigadier-General.









	

BEF




	

British Expeditionary Force (original term was used for the British force sent to France and Belgium in 1914, although the term was used throughout the war to describe the total British and Empire forces deployed in the conflict).









	

BGGS




	

Brigadier-General, General Staff.









	

Bn/bn




	

Battalion (infantry, approximately 650–800 men in 1917, comprising four rifle companies, support (heavy weapons) company and HQ company). Commanded by a Lieutenant-Colonel.









	

BGHA




	

Brig-Gen Heavy Artillery.









	

BGRA




	

Brig-Gen Royal Artillery. Commander of the Corps artillery units.









	

BGRE




	

Brig-Gen Royal Engineers. Commander of the Corps engineer (‘Sapper’) units.









	

‘Black Hand Gang’




	

Expression used for a trench-raiding party.









	

Blighty




	

Common expression used for Britain (or the mother-country for some Empire troops) – ‘Getting a Blighty one’ meant being wounded seriously enough to be evacuated home: those who did were often a source of envy for their mates who had come through a battle unscathed.









	

‘Blue Caps’




	

Nickname for the Royal Dublin Fusiliers (dating back to the Indian Mutiny).









	

Boche




	

French term for German and adopted by most Allied troops. (Sometimes seen as Bosche.)









	

Bomb




	

British term for hand-grenade.









	

Bombardier




	

RA rank equivalent to corporal.









	

Bomber




	

Infantry soldier tasked as grenade-man for attacks against enemy positions.









	

Bomb-proof




	

Well-defended position, position or dug-out which is well protected against enemy artillery or mortar bombardments. Also used colloquially to describe a lucky or clever soldier or officer.









	

Bomb-stop




	

Barricade built within a trench as an obstacle to enemy attackers.









	

Bonk/Bonking




	

To shell/shelling the enemy.









	

Bonzer/Bonza/bosker   




	

Australian slang for good, or very good.









	

Box barrage




	

Artillery barrage targeted on a small (‘box’) area, often to protect troops carrying out a limited attack, such as a trench raid.









	

Bracket




	

Artillery method of finding the correct range to a target. Guns would ‘bracket’ and fire on a target area, observed by an artillery (gunner) forward observation officer (FOO). The FOO would then correct the range and direction of the guns via telephone reports to the artillery gun-line until the shells were landing ‘on target’.









	

Brass/The Brass




	

Generally derogatory term used by the troops and more junior officers for senior officers and the General Staff officers.









	

Brig/Brig-Gen




	

Brigadier/Brigadier-General.









	

Bully Beef




	

Canned corned beef; as the hors d’oeuvre to ‘Plum and Apple’ jam, the staple diet of most of the BEF!









	

Bung




	

Processed cheese issued to the men: also known as ‘cheese possessed’. Known as ‘bung’ for its uncanny ability to reduce the need to visit the latrines.









	

Bunker




	

German protective position, normally reinforced concrete, designed to protect HQs, medical units and shelter for forward troop concentrations etc.









	

Cable




	

Telephone land-line, generally buried to protect it against artillery fire.









	

Cage/PW Cage




	

Prisoner of War (PW) cage – a fenced and guarded PW camp close to the front line.









	

Camouflet




	

Counter-mining explosives-chamber used for destroying or disrupting the use of enemy mine-tunnels.









	

CB fire




	

Counter-Battery fire: artillery bombardment to neutralise or destroy enemy artillery batteries.









	

CCS




	

Casualty Clearing Station – main medical site behind the front-lines. Site would be tented or hutted camp.









	

CEF




	

Canadian Expeditionary Force.









	

CHA




	

Commander Heavy Artillery (of a corps).









	

C-in-C




	

Commander-in-Chief.









	

CO




	

Commanding Officer (normally of a battalion-sized unit), usually Lt-Col rank.









	

Company/Coy




	

Company. Infantry company: a tactical sub-unit of four platoons, plus company HQ. Approximately 150 men in 1917. Commanded by an OC (Officer Commanding), a Major or Captain.









	

‘Cord’ road




	

Corduroy trackway laid over uneven, broken or muddy ground, built from cords of wood laid at right angles to the direction of the path.









	

Corps




	

Formation usually consisting of three or four infantry divisions, with artillery, engineers, tanks, cavalry and other supporting and logistic units as part of the order of battle (ORBAT). Commanded by a Lieutenant-General (Lt-Gen) as General Officer Commanding (GOC).









	

CRE




	

Commander Royal Engineers.









	

Creeping barrage




	

Artillery bombardment (designed to protect advancing infantry while neutralising enemy defenders) which extends its range at timed intervals. Introduced to BEF in September 1916, as an improvement to the ‘lifting barrage’.









	

Crump




	

Shell-burst.









	

CSM




	

Company Sergeant Major.









	

CT




	

Communication Trench: narrow trench dug at an angle to a defensive trench to permit concealed entry to the trench.









	

Curtain fire




	

Artillery barrage, like creeping barrage, designed to provide a ‘curtain’ of artillery fire between advancing troops and the enemy.









	

DAG




	

Deputy Adjutant General.









	

DAQMG




	

Deputy Adjutant & Quartermaster General.









	

DCM




	

Distinguished Conduct Medal.









	

DGMS




	

Director General Medical Services.









	

Digger




	

Australian (though also used at the time to describe New Zealanders; the generic term referred to the early gold miners in both countries).









	

Dinkum




	

Australian slang for good news, or an excellent comrade (as an example, ‘a dinkum’ was a Gallipoli veteran).









	

Direct Fire




	

Small-arms, machine-gun, tank and gun fire which is observed by the firer and therefore aimed directly at the target. (Compare indirect fire.)









	

Div




	

Division: Allied: tactical formation of three infantry brigades, with artillery, engineers, and other supporting arms and services under command. Approximately 15,000–20,000 men, depending on its role. Commanded by a Major-General as GOC.









	

Division




	

German: tactical formation of two or three infantry regiments, with artillery, engineers, and other supporting arms and services under command. Approximately 12,000–17,000 men, depending on its role. Commanded by a Colonel or Major-General.









	

DOW




	

Died of Wounds.









	

DQMG




	

Deputy Quartermaster General.









	

Dreckfresser




	

‘Mud eater’: German slang for an infantryman.









	

Drumfire




	

Artillery barrage fired by each gun in succession, rather than a salvo (simultaneous firing of the guns). So called because of the drum-roll sound of its effect.









	

DSO




	

Distinguished Service Order.









	

Duckboard




	

Wooden paletted plank used to cover trench floors or cross muddy ground.









	

Dug-out




	

Shelter made in the wall of a trench, ranging from a small alcove (‘funk-hole’) to large underground rooms (normally HQs, medical aid posts, etc).









	

Egg grenade




	

Small German egg-shaped hand-grenade.









	

E-in-C




	

Engineer-in-Chief: Chief Sapper, based at GHQ.









	

Eingreif-




	

German independent counter-attack unit (Regimental or Divisional level), specifically trained for counter-attack tactics.









	

‘Erk’




	

Fitter/mechanic in Royal Flying Corps or RAF, (abbreviation of ‘air mechanic’).









	

Feldwebel




	

German rank, equivalent to company sergeant major (CSM).









	

Festung




	

German term for fortress.









	

Fire trench




	

Front line trench.









	

Five-nine




	

British term for the German 5.9-inch shell.









	

Flight




	

Smallest RFC sub-unit, consisting of five or six aircraft.









	

FOO




	

Forward Observation Officer – artillery/mortar spotter of indirect fire.









	

Funk-hole




	

Individual dug-out.









	

Gefreiter




	

German rank, equivalent to lance-corporal.









	

GHQ




	

General Headquarters, BEF.









	

GOC




	

General Officer Commanding.









	

Gruppe




	

German Corps, its principal resource being infantry divisions, artillery and engineer units, plus supporting logistic and administrative units.









	

GS




	

General Service.









	

GSO




	

General Staff Officer.









	

Gunner




	

Officer or soldier serving in the Royal Artillery (RA).









	

HAG




	

Heavy Artillery Group.









	

Hard tack




	

British army biscuits (iron rations).









	

HE




	

High Explosive.









	

HQ/Hqrs




	

Headquarters.









	

Hun




	

Allied slang for Germans.









	

‘I’ Branch




	

Intelligence branch of HQs at battalion-level and above.









	

Identity (‘ID’) Disc




	

Also known as ‘Dog-tag’. Name-tag bearing the name, initials, service number, unit and religion of an individual. Made of metal, or more commonly a form of compressed fibre. From 1916/1917, British servicemen wore two: One to remain on the body to ensure proper identification for reburial and the second, removed and passed through the reporting chain as proof of death.









	

Indirect Fire




	

Artillery, mortar and machine-gun fire which is not observed by the firers, but predicted or observed and adjusted by forward observation officers (FOOs).









	

Interdiction




	

Long-range artillery fire and bombing from the air to destroy or neutralise enemy lines of communication, supply dumps and troop concentration areas; designed to isolate the main battlefield from reinforcement and resupply.









	

Iron ration




	

Emergency rations carried by men in battle order: normally bully beef, biscuits (hard tack), tea, sugar, extra water bottle and a ‘brew kit’ to allow for boiling of water.









	

Jerry




	

German.









	

Jump




	

To jump off was to begin an attack. Jumping-off positions, or jumping-off lines were the equivalent of the start-line (SL), or in more current military terms, the line-of-departure (LoD).









	

Kamerad




	

German for comrade or friend. Used as a gesture of surrender.









	

‘K’ ammunition




	

German armour-piercing bullets with steel core, (German: Kern-Munition). An effective anti-tank bullet against the earlier types of British tank, but ineffective against the Mk IV type used at Messines and subsequent battles.









	

KIA




	

Killed in Action.









	

‘Kite’ balloon




	

Observation balloon, so called as it was attached to a cable to control it from the ground.









	

Kiwi




	

New Zealander.









	

Maj-Gen




	

Major-General.









	

MG




	

Machine gun.









	

MGRA




	

Maj-Gen Royal Artillery. Commanding artillery at Army HQ.









	

MIA




	

Missing in Action.









	

Minenwerfer




	

Also called ‘Moaning Minnie’: German trench mortar.









	

MM




	

Military Medal.









	

MO/RMO




	

Medical Officer/Regimental Medical Officer. Term normally refers to a doctor attached to a battalion or regiment (rather than a doctor at a hospital).









	

Mop-up




	

To neutralise or destroy pockets of enemy resistance.









	

MT




	

Motor Transport.









	

NCO




	

Non-Commissioned Officer. Any rank from lance-corporal (L/Cpl) to Warrant Officer Class I, normally a Regimental Sergeant Major (RSM). (Commissioned officers hold the ranks from Second-Lieutenant (2/Lt) to the most senior officer ranks, the highest being Field Marshal.)









	

No Man’s Land




	

Territory between the respective front lines.









	

NZ




	

New Zealand.









	

OC




	

Officer Commanding (normally of a company-sized unit): Captain or Major rank.









	

OHL




	

Oberste Heeresleitung – German General HQ.









	

OP/‘O. Pip’




	

Observation Post (‘O. Pip’).









	

ORBAT




	

Order of Battle.









	

Oz/Ossie




	

Australian.









	

PBI




	

‘Poor Bloody Infantry’: British slang to describe the eternal condition of life as an infantry officer or soldier.









	

Phonetic Alphabet




	

Introduced to avoid confusion in communications – certain letters of the alphabet were given distinctive pronunciations: A-Ack, B-Beer, D-Don, M-Emma, P-Pip, S-Esses, V-Vic; hence ‘O. Pip’, ‘Toc. H’, etc.









	

Pillbox




	

Reinforced concrete machine-gun or field-gun post.









	

Platoon




	

Infantry sub-unit comprising four sections and platoon HQ in 1917. Section is the smallest fighting group, approximately 8–10 men, commanded by a corporal. Platoon commanded by Lieutenant/ Second-Lieutenant (Lt/2/Lt), assisted by a Platoon Sergeant.









	

‘Possy’ or ‘Possies’




	

Australian slang for a defensive or other battle position(s).









	

‘Push’




	

Common expression for a major offensive.









	

RA




	

Royal Artillery.









	

RE




	

Royal Engineers.









	

Recce




	

Abbreviated term for reconnaissance.









	

Redoubt




	

Strongly fortified position in a trench system, with a labyrinth of tunnels and alternative defensive positions within it.









	

Regiment




	

Allied – Cavalry, RE unit, level equivalent to infantry battalion.









	

Regiment




	

German – Unit of three battalions, roughly equivalent to a British Brigade.









	

Register




	

Confirming fall of artillery or mortar rounds by firing ‘trial’ shots to observe and adjust them on to their target.









	

RFA




	

Royal Field Artillery.









	

RFC




	

Royal Flying Corps.









	

RGA




	

Royal Garrison Artillery.









	

RNAS




	

Royal Naval Air Service.









	

Rocade




	

Light trench railway which ran parallel to the front line.









	

RSM




	

Regimental Sergeant Major. The most senior NCO in a unit such as an infantry battalion, RA regiment, etc.









	

Russian sap




	

Narrow trench dug as if a mine shaft, allowing attacking infantry to cross under part of no man’s land without being detected by the enemy.









	

Salient




	

Bulge in front line which protrudes (often precariously) into enemy territory. The ‘Ypres Salient’ is the most enduring example of the First World War.









	

Sap




	

Narrow trench dug at an angle from an existing trench for a number of tasks in trench routine. It could be for a listening/observation or machine-gun post, as a communication sap between trenches, or as a covered approach to a main dug-out.









	

Sapper




	

Military engineer. Generic term for ‘combat’ and ‘support’ engineers in field companies and the ‘Tunnellers’.









	

SB




	

Stretcher Bearer (‘SB’ normally shown on SB’s armband with Red Cross to signify medical personnel).









	

SFA/San Fairy Ann




	

Sweet Fanny Adams – nothing! General expression of resignation to fate: San fairy Ann, a British version of the French expression: Ça ne fait rien: it doesn’t matter.









	

Shrapnel




	

Steel balls thrown out by an exploding shell. Shrapnel is a more commonly used term to describe shell splinters. These are the razor-sharp shards of metal which fly out on a shell’s detonation and which cause devastating damage to their victims.
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