



[image: images]









Mike Bartlett


GAME


[image: images]


NICK HERN BOOKS


London


www.nickhernbooks.co.uk







Contents


Title Page


Original Production


Characters


Game


About the Author


Copyright and Performing Rights Information







Game was first performed at the Almeida Theatre, London, on 23 February 2015, with the following cast:














	BELLE  


	Georgina Beedle







	LIAM  


	Oscar Bennett







	FLORENCE/MARGARET  


	Clare Burt







	JOHN/PAUL  


	Daniel Cerqueira







	SOLDIER, in projection  


	Laurence Grant







	DAVID  


	Kevin Harvey







	MANDY  


	Chloe Hesar







	CARLY  


	Jodie McNee







	LIAM  


	Jonah Miller







	ASHLEY  


	Mike Noble







	SIMON  


	Ben Righton







	LIAM  


	Ben Roberts







	GARY  


	Richard Sumitro







	SARAH/EMMA  


	Susan Wokoma







	Director  


	Sacha Wares







	Design  


	Miriam Buether







	Costume Design  


	Alex Lowde







	Lighting Design  


	Jack Knowles







	Sound Design  


	Gareth Fry







	Video Design  


	Leo Warner for 59 Productions







	Movement Director  


	Leon Baugh







	Casting  


	Julia Horan CDG







	Assistant Director  


	Anthony Almeida







	Costume Supervisors  


	Eleanor Dolan, Jemima Penny







	Dialect Coach  


	Charmian Helen Hoare













Characters


ASHLEY


CARLY


JOHN


DAVID


GARY


SIMON


PAUL


FLORENCE


EMMA


MANDY


BELLE


LIAM


MARGARET


SARAH





An indentation of the dialogue means the characters are in the hide.


Blank space on the page means a pause of equivalent length.


( / ) means the next speech begins at that point.


( – ) means an interruption.


(…) at the end of a speech means it trails off. On its own, it indicates a pressure, expectation or desire to speak.


A speech with no written dialogue indicates a character deliberately remaining silent.





This ebook was created before the end of rehearsals and so may differ slightly from the play as performed.







Scene One


CARLY and ASHLEY are looking around the house.


JOHN is showing DAVID the hides.




CARLYWorktops are probably granite that’s what they use. You think I can take pictures gonna show Fiona she’ll be so pissed off. She asked me for the number so she can get in on it and I was like no way, not stealing my thunder.




Soft-close drawers.


Induction hob, you know what that is, you have to use special pans but they give you those. You need the loo or something?





ASHLEYWhat?


CARLYDistracted.


ASHLEYJust looking.


JOHNYou excited?


DAVIDYes.


JOHNTo see it?


DAVIDAbsolutely.


JOHNYou don’t look excited.


CARLYIt’s a lot to take in I know.


ASHLEYYeah.


JOHNIs it what you expected?


DAVIDI suppose… I had an idea from the description but…


JOHN…but?




What?


Any comments? Thoughts?





DAVIDNo. No.


JOHNIs there anything you think we should improve?


DAVIDYou mean… No. It all looks good.


JOHNYou’d be happy with it like this then?


DAVIDIs it finished?


JOHNYou tell me.


CARLYHot tub.


DAVIDYeah. Looks good. I like it.


CARLYYou know what you’re supposed to do in a hot tub?


ASHLEYYou mean –


CARLYYeah.


ASHLEYBut wouldn’t they be…


CARLYNot all the time. No.


ASHLEYOkay.


JOHNWouldn’t be everyone’s cup of tea, stuck in here all day.


DAVIDI’ve done worse jobs.


JOHNWhat?


DAVID…you know. Cleaning up, slopping out.


JOHNCleaning? This isn’t like that.


DAVIDI know


JOHNThis is skilled, we need people who are highly trained.


DAVIDI am


JOHNProfessional. David, you’re here because we thought you had the relevant skills.


DAVIDI do.


JOHNYou do?


DAVIDI have the experience. The skills. Look. I really want this. I think I’d do it well.




…







DAVID looks around. Trying to find something to say.







It’s bigger than I thought.







ASHLEY looks over the fence.





CARLYWhat are you up to?


ASHLEYChecking.


CARLYWhat?


JOHN‘Bigger’.




How much do you think we’re charging? Not for the champagne, the extras. Just this. How much?





DAVIDThree hundred.


JOHNFive. Five hundred.


DAVIDRight.


JOHNPer shot.


DAVIDYeah… well… that sounds…


JOHNThis isn’t cheap.


DAVIDNo.


JOHNSold out first two months already, and the clients, when they get here, they’ll expect a safe, professional, five-star reception. This is distinctly high-end. You understand?


DAVIDYes.


ASHLEYIt’s in the middle of nowhere.


CARLYWe could go for walks in the country.


ASHLEYMiles from the station.


CARLYOh you mean it’s a bad thing.


JOHNIt’s as much about hospitality yes?


ASHLEYAn hour from town on the bus, yeah, and they only come –


CARLYWe’d use the car.


ASHLEYWhat car?




We get the car?





CARLYYou get everything.


JOHNThere’ll be all sorts, and when they come in, they’ve got to feel happy. They might want to chat. Banter. Or they might want to be left to it.


CARLYYou had a look in the bedroom?




ASHLEY goes upstairs, and looks in the rooms.





JOHNEither way you’ve got to stay in here with them, so you need to make quick judgements as to how to give them what they need.


DAVIDFine.


JOHNYou’ve got to enjoy that side of it.


DAVIDYeah, I would.


JOHNRight.




Because I noticed on your CV, you don’t have any experience of that side of things, and forgive me, but right now? In this conversation? You seem rather… stilted.





DAVIDI’m fine. I’m relaxed.


JOHNBut I’m not. You know what I mean?


CARLYYou seen the bed?




CARLY goes upstairs and joins ASHLEY in the bedroom.





DAVIDIt… I suppose it might not be coming across. But when I’m relaxed I’m a talker. Trust me. Don’t have a problem normally, normally can’t shut me up so –


JOHNIt’s more about listening.




I would’ve thought.







CARLY and ASHLEY come out onto the landing.





CARLYCan’t stay at Mum’s much longer.


ASHLEYThat’s true.


CARLYThought you were going to lose it the other day, her shoving the paper in your face, like you haven’t been on the computer all morning for exactly that reason, trying to find –


ASHLEYYeah, yeah…


DAVIDAre they two of the –


JOHNMight be. Up to them.




A moment. CARLY and ASHLEY keep looking round.





CARLYYou could have that room to watch your films in. Big screen, PS4 whatever it is.


ASHLEYThey give you that?


CARLYDon’t know. You get money. Not much. Enough. But yeah you’d have your own space. Or it’s somewhere for the kids.


ASHLEYKids?


CARLYWhat?


ASHLEYI thought you – You never –


CARLYGet one of those bunk-bed slides from Ikea, they’d love that, be happy. Paint the room a colour or something.


ASHLEYThought you didn’t want them.


CARLYWell I don’t. Not as things stand, you’ve seen Fiona. Sponging off her sister, she’s a mess, can’t cope, we’d be like that. But this is different.


JOHNSo?


CARLYBoy in there, girl there, everyone’s happy.


JOHNAny questions?


DAVIDOh…


CARLYJack and Missy.


ASHLEYJack and Missy?




ASHLEY smiles and kisses CARLY. They walk back downstairs.





DAVIDWhat are you going to use?


JOHNWe were thinking converted SA80s


DAVIDYou’re… Right.


JOHNThat was the advice we received. Standard issue apparently. Why? Got a better idea?


DAVID…


JOHN…


DAVIDL96. I mean, if that’s the experience you’re after. SA80’s standard, but from what you’re saying that’s not what this is. Standard. Is it? If you’re spending all this money, like you say, on this scale, you’d want to get it right.


JOHNInteresting.


ASHLEYWe don’t pay them anything, a deposit or –


CARLYWe just have to sign up.




We just have to say yes.


It’s a big thing.





ASHLEYWhat do you think?


CARLYDon’t know. Don’t know.


JOHNYou’re available to start next week?


DAVIDYou’re offering it?


JOHNI am.


DAVIDWhat about the interview?


JOHNThat was it. Days are short. Lots to do.


DAVIDThought it would be a thing round a table. Wore a suit.


JOHNOpen the box.


DAVIDWhat?


JOHNThere.




DAVID does. And takes out a sniper rifle.







Tell me what it is.





DAVIDL96


JOHNGreat minds.




David. You’re just what we’re looking for.


So… You’re on board?





DAVIDI… Yeah. Yes. Thank you.




Thank you sir.





JOHNYou don’t need to call me sir.




They look at each other – different worlds.





CARLYThe woman has to know by Monday.


ASHLEYSo we’ve got tomorrow.


CARLYTomorrow, yeah.




They look around.


Good though. Isn’t it?





ASHLEYYeah. It is.




Smile at each other. Hold hands.




















	CARLY  


	Worktops are probably granite that’s what they use. You think I can take pictures gonna show Fiona she’ll be so pissed off. She asked me for the number so she can get in on it and I was like no way, not stealing my thunder.







	   


	Soft-close drawers.







	   


	Induction hob, you know what that is, you have to use special pans but they give you those. You need the loo or something?







	ASHLEY  


	What?







	CARLY  


	Distracted.







	ASHLEY  


	Just looking.







	JOHN  


	You excited?







	DAVID  


	Yes.







	JOHN  


	To see it?







	DAVID  


	Absolutely.







	JOHN  


	You don’t look excited.







	CARLY  


	It’s a lot to take in I know.







	ASHLEY  


	Yeah.







	JOHN  


	Is it what you expected?







	DAVID  


	I suppose… I had an idea from the description but…







	JOHN  


	…but?







	   


	What?







	   


	Any comments? Thoughts?







	DAVID  


	No. No.







	JOHN  


	Is there anything you think we should improve?







	DAVID  


	You mean… No. It all looks good.







	JOHN  


	You’d be happy with it like this then?







	DAVID  


	Is it finished?







	JOHN  


	You tell me.







	CARLY  


	Hot tub.







	DAVID  


	Yeah. Looks good. I like it.







	CARLY  


	You know what you’re supposed to do in a hot tub?







	ASHLEY  


	You mean –







	CARLY  


	Yeah.







	ASHLEY  


	But wouldn’t they be…







	CARLY  


	Not all the time. No.







	ASHLEY  


	Okay.







	JOHN  


	Wouldn’t be everyone’s cup of tea, stuck in here all day.







	DAVID  


	I’ve done worse jobs.







	JOHN  


	What?







	DAVID  


	…you know. Cleaning up, slopping out.







	JOHN  


	Cleaning? This isn’t like that.







	DAVID  


	I know







	JOHN  


	This is skilled, we need people who are highly trained.







	DAVID  


	I am







	JOHN  


	Professional. David, you’re here because we thought you had the relevant skills.







	DAVID  


	I do.







	JOHN  


	You do?







	DAVID  


	I have the experience. The skills. Look. I really want this. I think I’d do it well.







	   


	…







	   


	DAVID looks around. Trying to find something to say.







	   


	It’s bigger than I thought.







	   


	ASHLEY looks over the fence.







	CARLY  


	What are you up to?







	ASHLEY  


	Checking.







	CARLY  


	What?







	JOHN  


	‘Bigger’.







	   


	How much do you think we’re charging? Not for the champagne, the extras. Just this. How much?







	DAVID  


	Three hundred.







	JOHN  


	Five. Five hundred.







	DAVID  


	Right.







	JOHN  


	Per shot.







	DAVID  


	Yeah… well… that sounds…







	JOHN  


	This isn’t cheap.







	DAVID  


	No.







	JOHN  


	Sold out first two months already, and the clients, when they get here, they’ll expect a safe, professional, five-star reception. This is distinctly high-end. You understand?







	DAVID  


	Yes.







	ASHLEY  


	It’s in the middle of nowhere.







	CARLY  


	We could go for walks in the country.







	ASHLEY  


	Miles from the station.







	CARLY  


	Oh you mean it’s a bad thing.







	JOHN  


	It’s as much about hospitality yes?







	ASHLEY  


	An hour from town on the bus, yeah, and they only come –







	CARLY  


	We’d use the car.







	ASHLEY  


	What car?







	   


	We get the car?







	CARLY  


	You get everything.







	JOHN  


	There’ll be all sorts, and when they come in, they’ve got to feel happy. They might want to chat. Banter. Or they might want to be left to it.







	CARLY  


	You had a look in the bedroom?







	   


	ASHLEY goes upstairs, and looks in the rooms.







	JOHN  


	Either way you’ve got to stay in here with them, so you need to make quick judgements as to how to give them what they need.







	DAVID  


	Fine.







	JOHN  


	You’ve got to enjoy that side of it.







	DAVID  


	Yeah, I would.







	JOHN  


	Right.







	   


	Because I noticed on your CV, you don’t have any experience of that side of things, and forgive me, but right now? In this conversation? You seem rather… stilted.







	DAVID  


	I’m fine. I’m relaxed.







	JOHN  


	But I’m not. You know what I mean?







	CARLY  


	You seen the bed?







	   


	CARLY goes upstairs and joins ASHLEY in the bedroom.







	DAVID  


	It… I suppose it might not be coming across. But when I’m relaxed I’m a talker. Trust me. Don’t have a problem normally, normally can’t shut me up so –







	JOHN  


	It’s more about listening.







	   


	I would’ve thought.







	   


	CARLY and ASHLEY come out onto the landing.







	CARLY  


	Can’t stay at Mum’s much longer.







	ASHLEY  


	That’s true.







	CARLY  


	Thought you were going to lose it the other day, her shoving the paper in your face, like you haven’t been on the computer all morning for exactly that reason, trying to find –







	ASHLEY  


	Yeah, yeah…







	DAVID  


	Are they two of the –







	JOHN  


	Might be. Up to them.







	   


	A moment. CARLY and ASHLEY keep looking round.







	CARLY  


	You could have that room to watch your films in. Big screen, PS4 whatever it is.







	ASHLEY  


	They give you that?







	CARLY  


	Don’t know. You get money. Not much. Enough. But yeah you’d have your own space. Or it’s somewhere for the kids.
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