

[image: ]




[image: ]




BroadStreet Publishing® Group, LLC


Savage, Minnesota, USA


BroadStreetPublishing.com


Courage to Conquer: 365 Devotions from Joshua, Judges, and Ruth Copyright © 2022 Brian Simmons


978-1-4245-6366-1 (faux leather)


978-1-4245-6367-8 (e-book)


All rights reserved. No part of this book may be reproduced in any form, except for brief quotations in printed reviews, without permission in writing from the publisher.


Unless indicated otherwise, all Scripture quotations are from The Passion Translation®. Copyright © 2017, 2018, 2020 by Passion & Fire Ministries, Inc. Used by permission. All rights reserved. ThePassionTranslation.com.


Stock or custom editions of BroadStreet Publishing titles may be purchased in bulk for educational, business, ministry, fundraising, or sales promotional use. For information, please email orders@broadstreetpublishing.com.


Cover and interior by Garborg Design Works | garborgdesign.com


Printed in China


22 23 24 25 26 5 4 3 2 1




Dedication


To all the faithful servants of Jesus who have overcome passivity and stand faithful in difficult times of pressure this book is lovingly dedicated.
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Introduction


A new beginning stretches out before you! Today you will embark on a journey into your own personal “promised land.” Christ himself will be your Guide and King. You will find yourself going from one triumph to the next when you follow the Mighty King, Jesus. When we read the book of Joshua, we learn the ways of God: how he moves us forward, how we triumph over our enemies, and how we do the impossible. Joshua, a former slave in Egypt, became the leader of God’s people after the death of Moses. A generational transfer took place as a younger generation rose with fresh vision, bold faith, and renewed passion to possess all that God had given them. All this and more is contained in the book you have in your hand, Courage to Conquer.


Just as Joshua had to face new challenges, so will you face challenges in your journey deeper into your promised land. There are giants, daunting enemies who are committed to hindering you and keeping you from your inheritance. Giants of fear, intimidation, insecurity, and helplessness—but you will have courage to conquer each one when Jesus is at your side.


How we need courage today to move forward in spite of the tests and trials we face! The courage of our heavenly Joshua (Jesus) is available for you today. It’s time to shake off passivity and put on the new garments of faith and courage. Your wilderness wandering is now over. It’s time to move forward. The old things that once sustained you may not be as helpful as they once were. The new has come. Manna has ceased; the Jordan is behind you. And new beginning has opened up before you. Take courage, my friend, the Mighty God is with you!


I pray that each one who takes this journey of reading a daily portion from Courage to Conquer will be empowered to overcome every opposition and every foe that may hinder your advance in God. Don’t stop believing, don’t stop moving forward, even if your progress seems slow. The Lord is with you to conquer, so be bold and courageous. Watch your “city walls” fall. Nothing can stand before you when Jesus lives in you!


God bless you, my friend,


Brian Simmons




January


 


JANUARY 1


NEW BEGINNING


After Moses, Yahweh’s servant, died, Yahweh spoke to Joshua son of Nun, Moses’ faithful assistant.


JOSHUA 1:1


As the book of Joshua opens, we find Israel in the midst of a transition between the old era under Moses and the beginning of a new one, with a new leader and prophet of Israel, Joshua. Joshua had been Moses’ faithful assistant after the pilgrimage out of Egypt when Israel wandered in the wilderness. No doubt, there was grief around the death of Moses. He had led the people out of their captivity. He had met with God and passed on the Ten Commandments to the people. He had been the frontrunner to whom Israel looked. And yet, amidst Israel’s mourning, God raised up another leader over them. A new beginning was before them when they would finally enter into their promised land.


Is there an ending that you are grieving? Has a door closed in an area of your life? Even in your mourning, you are not without hope. God has his steady hand upon your life. He will continue to direct you, and he will not fail to guide you into greater goodness.


Yahweh, even in my grief, I turn to you. Speak to me and encourage my heart in your wonderfully wise purposes. I trust you to guide me still.


 


JANUARY 2


MOVE AHEAD


“My servant Moses is dead. Now get up! Prepare to cross the Jordan River, you and all the people. Lead them into the land that I am giving to the Israelites.”


JOSHUA 1:2


What is the Lord speaking over you today? Is there an area of your life where you have felt stuck without the breakthrough you have been longing for? The mercy of God moves us forward. We do not have to feel ready. We don’t have to have all the details figured out. When God tells us to prepare ourselves for the journey ahead, let’s take him at his word and make obedience our reply.


When God tells us that it is time to move ahead, we can be sure that as our loyal and loving leader, he goes with us. Trust that the one who is calling you forward will prepare the way ahead of you. He will be with you, and he will continue to provide you with all you need for the journey. His faithfulness is sure. When God’s timing is right, it is the right time to move. Listen to what the Lord is saying and respond in faith.


Lord, speak to me like you spoke to Joshua. I want to hear your clear voice directing me out of my wandering ways. I will follow you.


 


JANUARY 3


LAND OF PROMISE


“Every part of the land where you march I will give you, as I promised Moses.”


JOSHUA 1:3


God’s promises are his vow, and his vow is backed up by his unshakable character. The one who is overflowing in loyal love is the same one who leads us into our victory. What promises of God have you built your life upon? How many of those are still in the process of being fulfilled? Though we cannot know God’s timing, we can rest in the faithfulness of his nature. What he says, he will do. What he speaks, he will follow through on.


Wherever you are, God is with you. Wherever you go, he will be with you still. Cling to him above all else, and you will know the overwhelming peace of his presence. Take confidence in who he is, no matter the unknowns before you. He is steady in love, he is able to deliver you from your fears and your enemies, and he will do what he has promised to do. Lean on him, for he is your ever-present help. Trust his Word and keep moving forward into the land of promise.


Unchanging One, I trust your mercy more than I do my own understanding. Walk with me, instruct me, lead me, and draw me closer to you today.


 


JANUARY 4


FRESH VISION


“Your borders will extend from the southern desert to the northern mountains of Lebanon, and from the great river Euphrates in the east, to the Mediterranean in the west.”


JOSHUA 1:4


Have you ever felt as if you exhausted God by needing reminders of what he has already spoken? Thankfully, he does not grow tired of answering our questions. He does not withhold information or shame us for our faulty memories. He is incredibly and wonderfully patient with us.


Spend time in the presence of the Lord and ask him to speak directly to your heart. He knows what you need to hear; he knows the encouragement you need. He has plans for you, and he will not keep them to himself. He clearly gave Joshua the borders of Israel’s promised land, and he will show you the parameters of your own. When you know what is yours, you can confidently walk in the promises of God. Press in and hear what the Spirit is saying.


Spirit, I ask you to speak directly to my heart today. Give me fresh vision for what is ahead and speak in specific ways that give clear borders to what has felt ambiguous up until now. I trust you!


 


JANUARY 5


WORD OF PROMISE


“Joshua, no one will be able to defeat you for the rest of your life! I will be with you as I was with Moses, and I will never fail nor abandon you.”


JOSHUA 1:5


How often have you heard that God would never fail or abandon you? Has it become a stale phrase in your mind, or does it still move you with the marvelous mercy that lies within its promise? Though the Lord was speaking directly to Joshua in this passage, these same words are invoked by the writer of Hebrews (13:5).


God promises that he will never fail. He cannot go against his merciful nature and take back a vow that he has made. He will never fail. He will never abandon us. When we look to Jesus, we can know that we are looking to the Faithful One. The Father and Son have given us their Spirit and promised that we will never be alone. No matter what we have done or what circumstances we find ourselves in, when we turn to God and look to him, we will find that he is nearer than we realized.


Faithful One, reveal yourself to me through your presence. Give me revelation to see where you are already working and give me the peace of your presence.


 


JANUARY 6


FROM CONVICTION TO ACTION


“You must remain very strong and courageous! Be faithful to obey all the teaching that my servant Moses commanded you to follow… so that you will have overwhelming success in everything you undertake.”


JOSHUA 1:7


There is a reason why moving into the realm of God’s promises requires courage. We do not walk forward into unknown territory able to rely on the limits of our past experiences. As we enter into new territory, there is an opportunity for expansion—of experience, of understanding, and of trust. There is no formula for success, only obedience to God’s Word.


The Word of God is living and active. It is through Jesus that we know the Father, and Jesus is the Living Word made flesh. As we look through the lens of the Old Testament, may we do it with eyes that look for glimpses of Jesus in it. We need to rely on the Spirit of God to instruct us, to lead us, and to strengthen us with bold courage! As we align our lives with his kingdom ways, we walk in the light of his presence. This requires the empowering grace of his Spirit with us. Let us never stop looking to him for all that we need, for he is our source and our strength.


Spirit of God, give me the courage I need to keep following your loving lead. I trust you more than any other—including my own senses.


 


JANUARY 7


MEDITATE ON THE WORD


“Recite this scroll of the law constantly. Contemplate it day and night and be careful to follow every word it contains; then you will enjoy incredible prosperity and success.”


JOSHUA 1:8


There is so much wisdom found in the Word of God. When we meditate on God’s ways, on his Word, and on his character, our minds transform with increased trust in his faithfulness. He has given us instructions for how to stay close to him and how to walk in the ways of his kingdom. He knows that we need his help and his direction, and we have it!


May you find encouragement and powerful transformation as you walk in the ways of God. Fix your eyes on Jesus, the one who reveals the very heart of your Father in heaven. Fellowship with the Spirit who is full of the fruit of peace, patience, kindness, gentleness, and so much more. Meditate on the Word of God, both written and spoken. Let it challenge, embolden, and mold you. There is power in the revelation of God!


Faithful One, as I ponder your Word, reveal your characteristics to me more and more. Let me see your faithfulness and your loyal love as my foundation. I long to know you more.


 


JANUARY 8


NO REASON TO FEAR


“I repeat, be strong and brave! Do not yield to fear nor be discouraged, for I am Yahweh your God, and I will be with you wherever you go!”


JOSHUA 1:9


When we look at the reasons God gives us to not give in to discouragement or fear, we catch a glorious glimpse of his goodness. He tells us to be strong in his love, to be brave in his presence. There is no reason to let fear overtake us, for God is with us. He is the one who goes with us into every battle. He is our strength, our support, and our constant help.


There truly is no need to let worry paralyze us when we live in the reality of his presence. He does not leave us or abandon us. He does not take breaks, and he never slumbers. He is always aware of what is going on both in and around us. We can be confident in his clarity and encouraged in his ability to save, redeem, and restore. There is nothing that he cannot do. He is the God who splits seas, he is the Defender of the weak, and he is with you and me.


Yahweh, make your presence known to me. Encourage me in your strength and calm my anxious heart.


 


JANUARY 9


NO MORE WANDERING


“Go through the camp and instruct the people, ‘Pack your bags; for within three days you will cross the Jordan to conquer and occupy the land that Yahweh your God is giving you to possess.’”


JOSHUA 1:11


Can you imagine what it was like for the Israelites who had been wandering in the wilderness for decades to be told that the time had come to move into the promised land? Much of the old generation had already passed away. Some of the Israelites had only known the desert life. And yet, here was Joshua telling them to pack their bags because God was giving them access to their long-awaited land.


There comes a point for each of us where God moves us from our wilderness wandering into the promises he has spoken over us. He does not demand that we take action on the spot, but he gives us time to pack our bags and ready ourselves. Is there a shift in season for you? What do you need to take with you into the next steps? Take some time and ask the Lord to show you.


God, thank you for the promise of a hopeful future. I want to walk with wisdom when entering a new season. Give me guidance as to what to leave behind and what to bring.


 


JANUARY 10


COVENANT OBEDIENCE


“Remember the words that Yahweh’s servant Moses commanded you: ‘Yahweh your God is giving you this land.’”


JOSHUA 1:13


When Joshua spoke these words of Moses to the Israelites, he was reminding them of God’s promise to them. Who of us does not need a reminder of what God has already said and done? It is good to remember what it is that he has spoken, along with the evidence of his faithfulness to the previous generations, in order to strengthen ourselves in the confidence of God’s promises.


Take some time to go through the words that the Lord has spoken to you through the years. Refresh yourself in his goodness. Remind yourself of what God has said and what he has already done for you. If you have old journals, dig them out. If you have a record of prophetic words that were spoken over you, go back through them. As you do, may you be encouraged by the beauty of God’s covenant and his generous love toward you.


My God, may I not forget what you have already spoken. May your faithfulness shine through my memories as I go over them with you. I will continue to follow you. Your loyal love draws me in time and time again. Be glorified in my life as I live yielded to your heart.


 


JANUARY 11


HOLY TRANSITIONS


“Therefore, your wives, your little ones, and your livestock may remain here, but all your valiant warriors must cross over with us armed.”


JOSHUA 1:14


In seasons of transition, we may have to move in ways we haven’t before. We may need to sacrifice time that we cherished previously in order to enter what God is calling us into. There will be times of rest and refreshing, and there will be times to press on in perseverance, eyes fixed on a goal.


Is there an area of life that is in transition? If so, be encouraged that you are not alone in it. Knowing the season you are in will help you to prioritize your time, energy, and attention. Take a moment with the Lord today and let him speak his words of wisdom over you. If you need direction, look to him. If you need a solution to a problem, he’s got the answers. He has given you tools in this life, and more than that, you have his Spirit. As you move ahead, the Lord is with you in loyal leadership every step of the way.


Good Father, thank you for leading me in love no matter where I go. I trust you to guide me in the transitions of my life. Give me greater clarity as I look to you. I depend on you!


 


JANUARY 12


ROADMAP TO VICTORY


“They will take the lead and help their brothers until they take possession of the land that Yahweh your God is giving them as their homeland.”


JOSHUA 1:14–15


The life and power you are looking for is in the presence of God. Almighty God goes with you into every situation—every classroom and every board room. What God calls you to, he will equip you for. His Spirit is your constant and never-ending supply. The Spirit of God is your very life-source.


When you wonder which way to go, know that God is the one who leads you into victory. Look to him more than to any other. He will show you the way to go. And don’t forget to help your brothers and sisters. Our God is the faithful help of the weak, and he is the loyal Advocate of the vulnerable. We are never meant to go through battles in this life alone. We are not one-man armies, but we are a family of God meant to help, encourage, and strengthen one another.


Gracious God, forgive me for the times when I have been overly concerned with building my own kingdom instead of yours. Give me eyes to see where others could use a helping hand and strengthen me in your steadfast love to love others well.


 


JANUARY 13


RENEWED PASSION


They answered Joshua: “We will do everything you have told us and will go wherever you send us. We always obeyed Moses, and we will always obey you.”


JOSHUA 1:16–17


When Joshua spoke to the Israelites on behalf of Yahweh, directing them forward in their faith, they responded with reverence and respect. This kind of respect did not include just their honor but also their obedience. They had seen God lead Israel through Moses, and they recognized that Joshua could do the same.


Joshua as a frontrunner is a revelation of Jesus. Jesus is our heavenly leader, the one who guides us into the promises of God in our lives. Do you need renewed passion? Do you need a refreshing vision of his loyalty and love? Look to Jesus today, and you will find that he has something to share with you for where you are right now. He is faithful to lead you with his peace, and you can always trust that his intentions for you are full of his mercy. Will you go where he sends you?


Jesus, I look to you as my leader and help. Where you send me, I will go. What you say, I will do. Where you lead, I will follow. Speak to me today!


 


JANUARY 14


UNSUSPECTED HELP


The king sent messengers to Rahab, who said to her: “Turn over the men who entered your house. They’re here to spy out our land.” But Rahab had already hidden the two men.


JOSHUA 2:3–4


May we never judge a person’s worth by what they do. God did not keep Rahab, a prostitute, from being named in the lineage of Jesus after she showed tremendous faith and courage by hiding within her home the spies from Israel. God honored her because of her tenacity and faith.


God sees our hearts, and he often works through the most unlikely sources. Just as God used Rahab to help Israel capture Jericho, he will also use any willing heart to further his purposes. None of us is disqualified from his great grace. He is the God who lifts up the humble. He is the one who honors the willing, no matter how the world perceives them. May we honor others in the same way, living lives yielded to God’s great love.


God, thank you for using those who are willing, no matter what they look like. I align my heart with yours, laying down my own ideas of what makes a person worthy. You are the one who does great things, and I will follow your loving lead.


 


JANUARY 15


YAHWEH’S RENOWN


“As soon as we heard it, our hearts melted with fear, and we were left with no courage among us because of you. Yahweh, your God, is the true God who rules in heaven above and on earth below.”


JOSHUA 2:11


What a beautiful statement of faith this is! Rahab described her reaction to the news of what Israel’s God had done for them. She recognized his great power over heaven and earth, and she declared him as the ruler of all.


Can you recall a time when you heard of God moving in a miraculous act of mercy toward his people? Can you remember what you felt at the mention of his power? God still moves in magnificent ways through the work of his Spirit. He heals those who are sick, mends the brokenhearted, opens deaf ears, and makes blind eyes see. There is nothing he cannot do. Take some time to declare the greatness of God and ask him for more revelation of his incredible might today.


Great God, when I think about how you’ve moved, I am in awe. Do it again, Lord! Move in mighty miracles and lead us further into the liberty of your love.


 


JANUARY 16


ACTS OF KINDNESS


“Please, solemnly swear to me by the name of Yahweh that you will show kindness to my family because I have shown kindness to you.”


JOSHUA 2:12


We cannot separate God’s power from his kindness. His lavish love is clearly displayed through Jesus, the living image of the Father. Jesus instructed us to treat others the same way we want to be treated, to lay down our lives in love, and to yield our lives to God. Rahab did all these things in her great act of generosity and good faith. She recognized that Yahweh was greater than any other god, and she chose to risk it all for his sake.


When we choose to be kind to others, even at our own expense, it is never without a return. God sees it all, and he honors every movement we make in love. He certainly honored Rahab’s risk. It is important that we recognize that kindness does not mean remaining comfortable. Love is risky, but it is worth it every time.


Yahweh, I want to reflect your love through the way I live and relate to others. Empower me to love others the way that you do, counting the cost and going the distance.


 


JANUARY 17


PLEDGES OF HONOR


The men answered, “If you don’t disclose our mission to anyone, we’ll pledge our lives for yours. Then, when Yahweh gives us this land, we’ll honor our promise and treat you kindly.”


JOSHUA 2:14


It is no small thing to pledge your life for another. It is not a trivial matter to make a promise of peace and then follow through on it. In this moment we read about in Joshua, Rahab was desperate. She risked her life in order to protect spies from an enemy army. All she asked in return was that she and her family would be shown the same kindness.


The response of the men was to promise to protect her if she would continue to follow through with her part. When she did, they were honor-bound to keep their vow. Are you someone whose word is trustworthy? Can others count on you to follow through on your promises? May the Lord strengthen and help you where you falter, and may he honor you in the areas where you are being faithful.


Trustworthy One, thank you for being reliable in mercy. I’m so glad to know that your word is your vow, and you never break it. I want to be more like you in this way. Transform me as I continue to move toward you in my choices.


 


JANUARY 18


THE CRIMSON ROPE


“When our invasion begins, bring all your family together in your house—your father and mother, your brothers and sisters…tie this crimson rope in the same window through which you let us down.”


JOSHUA 2:18


The crimson rope that Rahab threw down from her window is a picture of our salvation through the blood of Christ. It is an emblem of faith that points us to Jesus. Rahab’s salvation was signaled through the crimson rope, and ours is signaled through the crimson blood of Christ’s sacrifice. What a wonderfully powerful image and foreshadowing this is!


No matter what our house has been used for, if we yield our lives to Yahweh, then his blood covers our shame. He uses willing hearts, and he marks us as his own. Let’s live as those who are under his banner of love. He sets us free to dwell in the victory that he has already accomplished through the cross. He is our Savior, and we must rely on his help more than we rely on the fortresses of our own making. His promises are surer than the confidence of any person, city, or nation.


Redeemer, thank you for your blood that covers me and sets me free. You are my liberator, and I come alive in your mercy.


 


JANUARY 19


HE GOES BEFORE


“Yahweh has certainly handed over the entire land into our hands! All the people of the land melt in fear before us!”


JOSHUA 2:24


The great fame of Yahweh spread quickly through the land where God was leading Israel before God’s people even approached its cities. The inhabitants of the land had heard about the great miracles that accompanied Israel, including the parting of the Red Sea when they left Egypt. They heard how Israel defeated famously strong kingdoms.


When you are facing situations that require courage, know that your God goes before you. His power and glory are on display for all to see, whether in the wilderness or in lands of plenty. Encourage yourself in your history with God. Build yourself up in the faithfulness of your Father. The same God who dried up the bed of the Red Sea for the Israelites to walk across is the same God who makes a way for you. The one who provided refuge to the Hebrew spies in Jericho will also provide shelter when you need it. He is worthy of your trust.


Yahweh, thank you for going before me in my battles. Thank you for leading me into your victory. Encourage my heart in your faithfulness as you remind me of what you have already done.


 


JANUARY 20


HOLY ANTICIPATION


Joshua was up bright and early the next morning. They broke camp, and Joshua led the Israelites from Acacia to the eastern bank of the Jordan. There they set up camp and waited until they crossed over.


JOSHUA 3:1


Very rarely do we rush right into a promising situation where our dreams become reality. Usually there is a waiting period, whether it is a few days, months, or years. This time is precious, and we should not waste it. There is purpose in the preparation, and there is anticipation that builds in the time between the now and the not yet.


Don’t be discouraged if you have taken forward movement and have found yourself at a standstill shortly after. Ask the Lord for his wisdom. It could just be that you are in the moment where you must camp and wait until you cross over the Jordan into your promised land. Don’t despair; rather, celebrate the coming victory! Let holy excitement rise as you prepare yourself for the next steps. They will take faith, trust, and courage. Do not despise the waiting, for it is the place where you will launch into your destiny.


Holy Lord, give me your perspective of my present season. Help me to see where I am and what you are doing. Give me vision of the future and purpose in the preparation.


 


JANUARY 21


EYES ON THE ARK


“Watch for the priests of the tribe of Levi to lift the ark of the covenant of Yahweh your God. When it starts moving, follow it so you’ll know which way to go, since you’ve never marched this way before.”


JOSHUA 3:3–4


The ark of the covenant was where the Israelites believed the manifest presence of God dwelt. It is a wonderful picture of Jesus Christ, for the power of Christ within us is what enables us to cross over into our full inheritance. Jesus is the one who leads us into it—he is our forerunner! With eyes fixed on him, we follow where he leads us. We go where he goes.


In the unknowns of this life, we have a way forward. Jesus Christ, our sure and steady hope of glory, resides within us through the presence of his Spirit. He is the vision that directs us, the one who keeps us in place when we would wander on our own, and the confidence we need when stepping outside of our comfort zones. He always knows the way, so let’s look to him.


My God, I look to you for vision, for direction, and for hope. Show me the way to go, and I will walk in it. When you move, I will move. Lead me, Lord.


 


JANUARY 22


GET YOURSELF READY


Joshua instructed the people, “Get yourselves ready! Set yourselves apart for Yahweh! Tomorrow, Yahweh will perform for us great miracles!”


JOSHUA 3:5


Have you ever considered what it means to set yourself apart for God? In worship, we need both whole-hearted devotion and heart purity. What does it look like to sanctify ourselves before the Lord? Let us not simply go through the outward motions of worshiping God when we’re around other believers and then living as we please the rest of the time.


If our hearts are not engaged in humble love before the Lord, he knows it. We could look like the holiest of Christians with our actions, and yet if we harbor hatred in our heart, we miss the whole point. We cannot fool God. Let us yield our hearts to him, letting his mercy change us from the inside out. His love transforms us. When we humble ourselves before the Lord, he will lift us up. He will lead us on his miraculous path of victory.


Great God, I ready myself in your presence, and I offer you access to every part of my heart and life. Transform me by your love and lead me in your mercy!


 


JANUARY 23


BLESSED ASSURANCE


“This is how you will know for sure that the Living God is among you. As you advance into the land, he will drive out before you the Canaanites.”


JOSHUA 3:10


God is active in the lives of his children. He guides us, giving us clues of his kindness and cues of his faithfulness. When we feel alone in our battles, may we look to see where God is driving out our enemies before us. Let’s keep pushing forward where he has already shown us to go, for that is where we will witness the miracles of his marvelous mercy.


What proverbial land are you advancing into? Keep your eyes ahead and ask God to show you where he is already working to clear the way. He does not grow weary in helping you. He does not tire of answering your questions. Press into him, even as you move forward toward the unknowns of your future. Do what you already know to do and rely on him to show you the rest as you move in him.
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