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Physical Characteristics of the Dogo Argentino


(from the official breed standard)


Head: The head of El Dogo Argentino is one of the most typical attributes of the breed. In longitudinal section it must have a concave-convex profile. The wide, massive cranium is longitudinally and transversely convex, due to relief created by the insertion of masticatory muscles characteristic of prey dogs.


Ears: On top of the head, either erect or semi-erect, of triangular shape and must always be cropped in proportion to head size.


Eyes: Medium size, well separated between themselves and deeply set; dark or hazelnut color, rimmed by black or flesh-colored eyelids.
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Nose: Strongly pigmented in black with a slight stop at the tip and ample nostrils.


Neck: Stout, arched and graceful, of moderate length, proportioned to body and head size. Should present loose skin under the throat which wrinkles.


Muzzle: Broad, deep…slightly concave upwards, proper of dogs with great olfactory sense, capable of scenting high.


Mouth: Lips are closely fitting, taut, with free edges pigmented in black.


Chest: Ample and deep, giving impression of big lungs.


Forequarters: Forelegs are straight, thick and vertical; set wide apart. Shoulders tight, muscular and powerful. Elbows parallel to the body.


Body: Topline is highest on withers, smoothly sloping to the croup. Croup is muscular, round, broad and gently sloping. Underline well muscled, with only a slight to moderate tuck-up of the abdomen.


Hindquarters: Broad, with very muscular thighs and short rear pasterns. Normally angulated. Hind legs well apart and parallel.


Tail: Long and thick, tapers down to the hock joint and is set moderately high and smoothly into the croup. Carried curving smoothly upwards, naturally down at rest and always raised while struggling with ! prey, in continuous lateral movement, as when greeting master.


Color: Completely white.


Coat: Short and thick with a glossy sheen. Hair is stiff, coarse and of uniform length. A field-conditioned coat or working scars should never be faulted.


Feet: Round and compact with short, tight, close-together toes, proportioned to paw size.


Size: Height: From 23.6 to 25.6 in (60 to 65 cms), measured at the withers. Weight: From 88.2 to 99.2 lb (40 to 45 kgs).
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Reputedly painted in 1635 by Hondius, this painting depicts an ancient mastiff-type dog that bears a similar appearance to the Dogo Argentino. This mastiff was being used to hunt large game such as the wild boar.
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IMAGE OF THE DOGO


Viewed from a distance, the Dogo Argentino strides with great pride, a pure white image of regal power. As the Dogo approaches, the rigid posture and snarling face give an air of determination and courage mixed with “barely contained explosive power.” From just a few feet away, distinct musculature ripples through the Dogo’s short white hairs. This wonderfully muscular physique and slow, loping gait exudes a confidence that is rarely found in the world of dogs. Leaping gracefully up to you, and standing eye to eye, the Dogo hisses with apparent contempt, smirks at your human visage, then proceeds to gleefully clean your face with his tongue. This is the paradox of the Dogo Argentino: a dog of both unyielding power and the most gentle and loving friendliness.


The ethics of creating a “supermensch” may forever be debated as mankind settles for the stories of Greek gods and comicbook heroes. In the dog world, however, man is allowed to play God, and thus we have the written breed standards by which all dogs are judged. Sometimes the genetic manipulation of man’s best friend has been limited to goals of vanity and appearance. More often, however, a standard calls for practicality and usefulness to man. Before we can understand the Dogo Argentino, we need to know the background of why the breed was created.


MAN’S SURVIVAL


The natural reality of our world is the survival of the fittest. Man has been fairly successful (so far) in persisting because he is resourceful in fighting the elements and enemies that surround him. Often this resourcefulness extends to the use of others to help his cause. This is where the Dogo Argentino (among others) has come into play. Before we can understand the Dogo, we must understand the Dogo’s purpose to man.


In many areas of the world, man’s desire to live has been hampered by wild beasts of great strength, speed and size. Throughout Europe, for example, farmland is prone to attacks by wild boar. It seems that no amount of fencing, barbed wire or other barricade can prevent the forceful boars from feasting on the vegetation man has tilled for himself and his domesticated animals. (If you feel that man cannot live on bread alone, consider that the great German winemaker Egon Müller lost almost his entire 1996 harvest to wild boars that devoured his precious Riesling grapes—in spite of large electrical fences installed to stop them!) These massive demons are responsible not only for crop damage but also for taking the lives of lambs, calves, other livestock and humans.


In South America, the wild boar is also present. It is a mixture of the Russian Wild Boar and feral pigs that normally weigh between 400-600 lb. They are the result of Black Russian and European Wild Boars that had been on the Continent since the early 1900s. In Argentina, specifically, the boar has been able to overpopulate for several reasons. It is able to graze on miles of pampas (rich grasslands) that offer it a natural source of unlimited nourishment. Multiplication is unusually rapid as well, because the subtropical climate allows the sows to have three litters of five to ten piglets per year. Add the fact that there are no natural predators resident (even the mountain lion and jaguar are no match for a 400-lb brute), and you can begin to understand the problem Argentinean farmers have had in the 20th century.


The farmers did not use gunpowder to combat these aggressive boars or other nemeses, such as the mountain lion, jaguar and jabali. Instead, they used the monteria criolla style, a cultural form of hunting in Argentina, inspired by the gaucho’s idea that prey should have a “fighting chance” on the hunt, an advantage equal to that of the human hunters. This evolved from the medieval boar hunts of the European aristocracy, where large packs of dogs and mounted nobles armed with spears pursued and killed the boars. The monteria employs a pack of dogs that locate, chase, catch and hold the boar until the men arrive and kill the boar with a large knife. The monteria remains a respected tradition in Argentina. To this day, anyone that hunts wild boar with a gun is considered to be a cowardly, second-rate sportsman.
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The Dogo Argentino was developed specifically to fight the wild boar that had taken over large unsettled areas of Argentina. These boars had no natural predators and were propagating at an alarming rate.


WANTED: A “SUPERDOG”


For the monteria to be successful, the men needed dogs suitable to the task—in fact, capable dogs were crucial not only for a successful hunt but also for one without human fatality. The dogs needed to have a great sense to locate the boar (either by air-scenting or tracking), great speed to chase the unusually quick beast, an insane amount of fearlessness to approach the boar, an inbred power to attack and overwhelm the boar and a relentless tenacity to hold the boar until the hunters arrived. In addition to all these Herculean skills, the dogs had to be fairly intelligent, trainable, focused on the hunt and able to get along with other dogs. This is quite a bit to ask of the everyday Canis familiaris.


Originally, the most aggressive, fastest and strongest dogs were assembled for the monteria. These were often crossbreeds and ideally from the lineage of the Cordoba Fighting Dog: a combination of the Mastiff, Bull Terrier and Bulldog. As you can well imagine, very few dogs could be found that were up to the task. Even the ferocious Cordoba Fighting Dog, despite its great courage and strength, was not ideally suited for monteria—mainly because it was nearly impossible for these dogs to work together.


ONE MAN’S MISSION


The monteria was a valiant and ideal style of defending the land against savage boars and other beasts. Unfortunately, without the ideal dogs, it was not a very successful endeavor. Determined to establish man’s ideal partner in monteria was one young man by the name of Antonio Nores Martinez. In the 1920s, at the tender age of 18 years, Antonio (later Dr. Martinez) set out to create the superdog so badly needed for hunting down wild boars. He, with the help of his brother Agustin, started out with the Cordoba Fighting Dog as a base. This fearless and aggressive crossbreed had a proven record in the dog pits, where it routinely fought to the death. Such tenacity was necessary when up against a 400-lb pig. However, Antonio was experienced in using these dogs in hunting excursions, and knew that they would rather fight each other than chase the boar. He also wanted a dog that would be an honorable family companion and guardian, and so another breed had to be used for his self-appointed task. One by one, different breeds were added into the program as the brothers Martinez sought to achieve the ideal superdog.
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These photos show a Dogo fighting a large boar within a controlled setting. The original purpose of the breed was to accompany Argentine farmers in the monteria criolla style of hunting boar.
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The Great Pyrenees contributed its dense white coat and high-altitude vigor to the Dogo.
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Loose lips, raw power and fearlessness were acquired from crosses to the Spanish Mastiff, a giant breed that can weigh as much as 150 lb.


Beginning with the Cordoba Fighting Dog, Antonio and Agustin developed a formula. First, to add in the Pointer, known for its keen sense of smell—the most basic element needed for tracking down the wild boar and other game. Next, the Boxer, giving both the needed vivacity and dexterity for the hunt, and the desired gentleness and docility Antonio expected of a family companion. Next, the Great Dane would be added to increase size, and the Bull Terrier to instill fearlessness, agility and aggressiveness. The old-style Bulldog (nothing like today’s show dog) would add important personality traits such as boldness, obedience and tenacity, as well as physical traits, including its ample, broad chest and high-pressure jaws. The Irish Wolfhound was well known for being an instinctive hunter of wild game, and thus would make an ideal contribution. The Dogue de Bordeaux would contribute powerful, relentless jaw strength as well as good muscle structure and strength. The Great Pyrenees would be added for its vigor and dense white coat. Finally, the Spanish Mastiff would give the superdog raw power, a menacing scowl and the long, loose lips necessary for allowing breathing out the sides of the mouth while holding prey.


While attending school, the brothers began their breeding program in 1925 in Cordoba, Argentina with ten Cordoban bitches and barely enough income to keep them fed. Their father helped by hiring a kennel man to care for the dogs while the boys were in school. Family friends donated food to the dogs. First, Pointer studs were introduced until the early offspring showed promise toward the direction of Antonio’s goal. Then each of the other breeds was brought in through careful steps. Antonio had a very distinct vision of what he wanted, and wrote the ideal standard for the breed in 1928. Many years passed in the painstaking program to achieve the nearly impossible goal of creating the superdog of Argentina. Tragically, Antonio did not live to see his superdog; he was killed by a thief during a boar hunt in 1956.


Younger brother Agustin took over the program, continuing to add new blood to the breed following the original formula and with the same conviction and precision as his brother Antonio. He moved the breeding headquarters to Esquel in Patagonia (southern Argentina), and continued to pursue his brother’s dream while employed as the Argentine Ambassador to Canada. This profession turned out to be ideal for the breed, as it required overseas travel and thus provided an opportunity for Agustin to spread the Dogo Argentino throughout the world. Already the big-game hunters all over South America were using the Dogos for boar and mountain lion hunts. Soon the legend of the superdog was spreading to North America and Europe.
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The Great Dane’s most recognizable trait—size—was added to the Dogo’s lineage.


[image: image]


The Irish Wolfhound is famous for being an instinctive hunter of wild game and was used to contribute this hunting characteristic to the Dogo
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The Dogue de Bordeaux, the powerful French Mastiff, added jaw strength and overall muscle to the Dogo.
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The Boxer’s gentle, even temperament was used in the original Dogo recipe for success. This white Boxer puppy bears a physical resemblance to a Dogo youngster.


[image: image]


The Bull Terrier is counted among the most agile of all dogs, and gladly contributed its abilities to the Dogo.


Finally, in 1964, the Cinologic Federation of Argentina and the Argentina Rural Society recognized the Dogo Argentino as a specific dog breed. Almost ten years later (July 31, 1973, to be exact), the Argentina Kennel Club, a member of the Fédération Cynologique Internationale (FCI), recognized the Dogo Argentino.
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After gaining fame as a hunting dog in South America, the Dogo Argentino made its appearance in America.
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A SUPERDOG


First and foremost, the Dogo is a big-game hunter, capable of tracking prey through forests, tall grass fields and brush. But one look at this handsome white dog tells you this is no ordinary hunting dog. Exuberant musculature and powerful build give the Dogo not only great strength but also uncanny agility, speed and stamina. Considering the size of the Dogo, about 90–100 lb. when full grown, the agility of the Dogo is an amazing spectacle. One you’re not likely to miss, as this breed loves to show off its athleticism.


The Dogo’s speed is also impressive. Like a great sprinter, the Dogo is capable of great bursts of speed, and seems at top speed after just a few steps. The Dogo also reminds one of a thoroughbred racehorse, as he can gallop with great endurance at a fast, steady pace.
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THE LOST CORDOBA DOG


The extinction of the original Cordoba Fighting Dog was due to the country’s institution of laws banning the “sport” of dog fighting in Argentina.





[image: image]


Capable and handsome, the Dogo possesses many fascinating characteristics that make him unique in the world of dogs.


In courage, tenacity and intelligence, the Dogo has few peers. Once focused on a subject, it is nearly impossible to get the Dogo off his goal. No rugged terrain, harsh weather or large obstacle can cause the Dogo to quit. Sometimes this singleness of purpose can be dangerous, as the Dogo rarely admits to recognizing pain and is more than willing to fight to his own death, if need be.


If the above traits are not enough to convince one of the Dogo’s versatility and athleticism, consider that this breed has seen success not only in hunting but also in obedience trials, military and police work, Schutzhund, search and rescue, and Seeing Eye® work.


TEMPERAMENT, TRAINING AND EXERCISE


The Dogo Argentino has a very strong temperament, great intelligence and, like most dogs, works very hard to please his master. This makes the breed ideal for obedience training as well as training for practical use, such as jobs around the home or farm. However, there are a few elements that must be taken into consideration when starting a training program.


First of all, do not be fooled by the cold, hard, intimidating stare that is characteristic of the breed; this look was never meant for human beings. Quite the contrary, the Dogo is a very sensitive breed that does not react well to harsh treatment from its master. Physical corrections, aside from the typical tug on a choke chain, are unnecessary and not recommended. These dogs are very receptive to positive reinforcement styles of training, and learn very quickly with this kind of handling. Use gentle, consistent corrections along with a stern tone of voice, when necessary, and you will see rapid development.
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Seeing is believing. A young deer suckles a Dogo bitch. This is the kind of thing that makes the patient and gentle Dogo so well loved by those who know the breed.


Because the Dogo Argentino is very intelligent, he is easily bored with repetition and seemingly unnecessary tasks. To combat this, keep obedience sessions short (no more than 15 minutes) and teach the dog as many new tasks as possible. Try to mix some fun activities (like ball retrievals and flying disc games) in with his sits and stays. Your dog will sense the fun time you’re having and reciprocate with like enthusiasm.




DOGO NUMERO UNO


The first Dogo Argentino to be shown was presented by breed founder Antonio Nores Martinez at the Hunting Dog Show, organized by the Buenos Aires Hunters Club, on September 28, 1947.
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The Dogo makes an excellent family pet but he requires regular exercise and conditioning to maintain his magnificent, muscular body.


The training program you devise should give your Dogo ample exercise. Just one look at the dog’s impressive musculature is enough to see that this dog is capable of great athleticism and needs activity. If you take your Dogo on hunting excursions, then you probably don’t need to worry about keeping the dog active. However, if your Dogo is the family pet, then make sure you develop a vigorous exercise routine.


Ideally, the Dogo will have a lot of open space to run and roam in his domain. If this is not the case, you must bring the dog to a securely fenced area for exercise at least once or twice a week. Because of the inbred hunting instinct, do not let your Dogo loose in an open field. He is likely to find prey to hunt down and may never come back. Instead, purchase a long lead like those used in tracking trials—about 36 yards in length—and get yourself in good shape so you can run with your Dogo.


THE DOGO IN THE HOME


The Dogo Argentino is a people-friendly breed and builds a long-lasting bond with his master and family. The Martinez brothers worked very carefully to instill this trait into the breed, and today the results are clearly apparent.


Talk to any Dogo owner and you will hear the same things. “She doesn’t lie at my feet, she lies on my feet!” “He cries when we’re in the next room!” “She constantly wants me to pet and hug her!” “He’s like my shadow, I can’t go anywhere without him following!” Indeed the Dogo longs for human contact, both physical and emotional. Although the Dogo attaches himself to his human keepers, he rarely suffers from separation anxiety. The Dogo is an ideal pet to have around children, as he will tolerate any amount of tail pulling, riding, pinching, poking or otherwise without so much as a snarl. In fact, you’d almost think the dog was enjoying the teasing that some children inflict! Make no mistake, the Dogo does not enjoy any kind of unkind treatment. Children should be instructed properly on how to handle any dog, especially one as powerful as the Dogo Argentino.
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Dogos require a considerable area to exercise. A fenced enclosure is ideal to accommodate your Dogo.


After owning a few Dogos and meeting many others, it seems implausible that the breed is banned in some places due to its “questionable temperament.” Quite the contrary, the Dogo is perhaps the most docile, abiding and sweet-hearted breed this author has ever encountered. Unfortunately, harmful breed-specific laws have banned many fabulous companion dogs from certain places. This author regrets that ignorant “dog authorities” have described the Dogo Argentino as a “giant pit bull.” I have nothing derogatory to say about pit bulls, as many of these dogs are flawless companions, but it is regrettable that such a stigma is applied to the wonder dog from Argentina.
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Dogos adore children and will tolerate their unabashed love and handling. Proper supervision and introduction are wise whenever children and dogs are together.
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Owning a Dogo can be an eye-opening experience. This is a tolerant and fun-loving breed that welcomes the company of humans.


There are people who will tell you that the Dogo makes a great watchdog because he is so alert and strong, with an aggressive instinct. For the most part, this theory is weak. Yes, it is true that the Dogo is very alert and will investigate, out of curiosity, any unusual sounds or smells that he may sense in his area. Also, it must be understood that the Dogo was not bred to be a night watchman, but a hunter. With a hunter’s instinct, it is unlikely that your Argentine superdog will be content to guard the home as his primary or only role. He is a hunter and lives for the hunt. That is not to say that the Dogo Argentino is not a guardian. In fact, because of the Dogo’s strong emotional bond to his family, he will be quick to act when he perceives someone or something may harm his master and/or loved ones.
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If properly socialized, the Dogo can get along well with any other dog. This Japanese Shiba and Dogo Argentino are constant playmates.


The Dogo is not a dog to be left alone in the yard or in a kennel. Dogos gravitate to the warmth of humans and prefer to be in our company. You’ll find that although the Dogo needs to be near you, he does not necessarily need constant petting and attention. He will be very happy to just lie on the floor at (more likely on) your feet and not be a nuisance.


The Dogo may become a nuisance when you leave him alone because he is a very active dog who bores very easily. Take this advice from the author, who has witnessed firsthand some beleaguering consequences of leaving the dog to entertain himself in the yard for just a few hours. One time I returned to see that the dog had found herself a “stick” to play with. In actuality this “stick” was a six-foot plank she had removed from the back deck! On another occasion I returned from a shopping trip to see that an eight-foot section of the aluminum drainpipe was missing from the side of my house. A few seconds later I spotted my precious Dogo with the pipe entrenched in her jaw, keeping her from walking through a narrow gate. Yet another time I caught the Dogo ripping the bark from the base of an old oak tree. As if fear of the dog’s eating the house was not enough of a problem, I found that my cute overgrown puppy got moved on to digging holes the size of moon craters when she got bored with chewing on planks. At first I found these activities distressing. I was worried about what was wrong with my dog, until I spoke with other Dogo owners who had similar scary stories to tell. The lesson learned? Keep your Dogo occupied and attended and bring the dog with you whenever possible.


Along with the Dogo’s bonding with man, it is also important to note that the Dogo Argentino is a one-family dog. Once bonded to his family, the Dogo will not react very well to a change in situation. If removed from his family and placed with another owner, the Dogo will suffer great anxiety and depression. Though the Dogo will eventually survive such a change, it’s doubtful there will be much happiness for the animal, and the dog may show signs of stress.


[image: image]


If you speak harshly to a Dogo, her sensitivity is obvious as her tail falls, her ears are back and she pleads for forgiveness with her eyes.
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