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One for sorrow
Two for mirth
Three for a funeral
Four for birth
Five for heaven
Six for hell
Seven for the devil,
His own self.









Characters


EMMA, mid-fifties


IMOGEN, early twenties


BILL, early fifties


CHLOE, late teens


JOHN, mid-twenties


Scene


A home.


Today, now.


Notes


/ Indicates an external interruption


– Indicates an internal interruption


… Indicates a tailing off


The television is as much a character as anyone else.


 


 


 


This ebook was created before the end of rehearsals and so may differ slightly from the play as performed.









Prologue – In Darkness


An explosion


house lights out


screams confusion


shouting


gunfire


more screams running gunfire


a second explosion


screams


 


sirens


 


 


debris


 


 


JOHN’S VOICE I am outside.


I am outside on the street and the air is hot with fear. The air is buzzing and hissing with fear and the fear is hot on my skin. The fear is desert hot and the fear is cooking my sweat.


There is a lot of sweat.


I am outside on the street and I am running. I am running outside on the street in the sand hot fear and my backpack is heavy. My backpack is heavy and my backpack is weighing me down and pulling me back but I am strong and I am fast and I am running all the same.


Outside on the street. Tonight.


Now.


I am running outside on the street with my backpack and the fear in the air is cooking my sweat and I am running across this part of the city and I am running across the city to you.


Now.


Because you say, it is you that says, Come here.


Come here now. I will keep you safe.


Come right here now to us.


Tonight.


It is you that said it.


Didn’t you?


I am walking in a residential area under the trees. The trees are lovely and cool and drink up the fear so the air is now lovely and cool. And my backpack is heavy and my heart is heavy and the air is cool but my heart is hot.


And I am outside on the street and I am walking to you. I am walking through this residential area and I am making my way to you. Now.


Because it was you that said, One day they will say that this was human nature.


Didn’t you?


I am at your door now. I am at your door now outside tonight on the street in this residential area. I am knocking at your door. I am knocking at your door and I say, Let me in Let me in Let me in.


I need more time.


Let me in.


I am coming across this city to you. I am coming.


I am at your door and your door is open.


Expect me.









ACT ONE


Scene One


Lights up.


A house. Comfortable, modern. Art. Books. That sort of thing. A living/dining space. A dining table, an unfinished meal. Wine. Chairs pushed back.


Back, centre, a hallway to the front door. Off the hallway a bathroom, and a staircase to the upper floor.


Off the main room, a kitchen. Also off, a sitting room with a television. The television is on.


A white family.


EMMA, IMOGEN and BILL.


EMMA Because you cannot just /


IMOGEN Listen to me /


EMMA You cannot just /


IMOGEN Listen to me /


EMMA No you listen to me! For once you listen to /


IMOGEN But you’re not hearing me /


BILL Listen to your mother, Imogen.


EMMA Oh shut up, Bill!


IMOGEN You’re not hearing me /


EMMA I am hearing you. We are hearing you. I’ve heard you loud and clear and you’re completely out of control /


IMOGEN I am not out of /


EMMA You’re completely out of control. This is completely out of /


IMOGEN It’s not out of /


EMMA You’ve taken it too far this time /


BILL You have taken it too far.


EMMA I am patient with you, I am patient with the things you believe, I believe


I believe in the things you believe /


IMOGEN No you don’t you don’t /


EMMA I’m talking now.


I am patient with you. I’m encouraging of you. But this is too much. This is this is –


You’ve endangered us.


IMOGEN I haven’t endangered us /


EMMA You’ve endangered your family /


IMOGEN I haven’t endangered our family /


EMMA Your sister, your little sister /


IMOGEN She wanted me to do it. She agrees with /


EMMA Of course she does! She’s a teenager. They’re all mad. You have no understanding of /


IMOGEN I don’t claim to have any understanding of /


EMMA No understanding of the dangers. At a time like this, to do such a thing at a time like a time like /


IMOGEN The danger is in your head, you need to hear me, it’s all in your head /


EMMA It is not in my head! (To BILL.) Tell her it is not in my head.


BILL You only had to ask us and then we could have discussed it / reasonably.


IMOGEN Reasonably.


BILL We have to discuss these things reasonably. Why didn’t you just ask?


IMOGEN Because you’re afraid. You’re afraid of everything. You’re afraid.


EMMA Well perhaps when you’re my age you’ll know there are some things in life worth being afraid of.


IMOGEN No. Not like that. I’m not afraid of anything like that. Because fear is –


Your fear, the fear you have is just an excuse to do terrible things, and to do nothing. Which is also a terrible thing.


Pause.


EMMA Right. I’m confiscating your phone /


IMOGEN What?


EMMA I’m confiscating your phone. I’m confiscating your laptop /


IMOGEN You can’t!


EMMA Oh yes I can!


IMOGEN It’s a breach of my human rights /


EMMA You want to talk to me about human rights? You want to talk to me about human rights?


IMOGEN Not your kind of rights /


EMMA Alright let’s talk about human rights /


IMOGEN Not your definition of /


EMMA Let’s talk about the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Let’s talk about the European Convention on Human Rights /


IMOGEN Not those rights /


EMMA Have you read the European Convention on Human Rights? Have you read the Universal Declaration of Human Rights?


IMOGEN Not those /


EMMA Well I have! And I interpret and advise on the European Convention on Human Rights every day, every day I /


IMOGEN Western declarations on human rights are Neocolonial, Imperialist projects.


EMMA I’m going to kill her. I’m going to kill my daughter. Bill, I’m going to have to kill our daughter /


BILL Right. Well that’s /


EMMA A Neocolonial Project! A Neocolonial Project!


IMOGEN You think you know everything. You think you understand everything. But you don’t know anything. You’re old, and you’re afraid of everything.


It’s not your fault. They made you afraid. You’re not bigger than the culture you were born in to, and it made you afraid.


Pause.


EMMA My life. My entire life, my legal career has been dedicated to –


I think I’m going to cry. I’m either going to cry or I’m going to murder our daughter.


BILL Right. Well. Let’s all just /


EMMA What Bill? What should we all just?


Enter CHLOE, from television room.


CHLOE 45.


If you’re interested.


I mean I’m just saying. I’m literally just keeping you guys updated with what’s going on outside while you all just shout in here. That’s just literally what I’m doing.


Because outside shit’s really hit the fan and it’s not getting any better so I think you should just know that it’s


45. And counting.


Pause.


EMMA Did you hear


have you heard from Elizabeth yet?


CHLOE No.


EMMA Right.


CHLOE Her phone’s off.


BILL Perhaps she ran out of battery.


EMMA That’s right, perhaps she ran out of battery.


BILL I’m sure she’s fine. We’ll hear soon that /


CHLOE I just wanted you to know that it’s 45 now.


And counting.


And I’m not mad just because I’m a teenager. And actually calling people mad like that is ableist.


Exit CHLOE, TV room.


BILL Right. So we’re all just going to /


EMMA Oh good, Bill is going to decide what we’re all just going to do /


BILL I’m not going to /


EMMA The man of the house is going to decide /


BILL I’m not


that’s not /


IMOGEN She’s right. You don’t decide that.


BILL Right. Okay.


IMOGEN You don’t get to decide that /


BILL Right! I said right!


IMOGEN Ever.


BILL knocks a chair over, backhand.


The women don’t react.


Pause.


BILL Sorry.


He picks up the chair.


Sorry. I’m sorry. That was inexcusable.


But you do gang up on me /


EMMA Oh for god’s /


BILL You do. You shift allegiances /


IMOGEN Allegiances? /


BILL Just like that. And I’m trying to keep up and be fair but /


EMMA You were going to tell us to calm down /


BILL I was not going to /


EMMA You were going to tell us to calm down and that is not /


BILL I was not going to /


EMMA You were going to /


BILL Alright I was going to but not /


EMMA So you see /


BILL But not like that.


EMMA Not like what?


BILL I want us all to be calm. I want us all, myself included, to be calm so we can discuss this /


IMOGEN Reasonably.


BILL That is not a dirty word.


IMOGEN It is.


BILL It is not a /


IMOGEN Yes it is a /


BILL It is an important word. You cannot dispense with, it’s the end of civilisation if you dispense with /


IMOGEN In this context, you, us, and the weight of history, it is a dirty word. And you don’t get to say that /


BILL We’ve gone off-topic. As usual, we have gone off-topic /


IMOGEN You don’t get to say that either /


BILL I’m being no-platformed. I’m evidently being no-platformed in my own house. Your generation is completely incapable /


IMOGEN My generation!


BILL You’re completely incapable of having a /


IMOGEN Reasonable discussion.


BILL Well exactly!


IMOGEN Okay.


BILL We brought you up to be intelligent, to be able to have intelligent discussions, to


to think critically, objectively, to stand your ground /


IMOGEN My ground? What ground?


BILL And to know when you’re wrong, and surrender your ground gracefully /


IMOGEN I hate your language. I hate it. Like a conversation is an invasion, like we’re at war.


BILL Have you been watching the news? We are at war.


IMOGEN That’s hysterical. You’re hysterical /


BILL I am not hysterical /


IMOGEN You are. You’re hysterical.


BILL There are bombs in the street tonight. There are dead people. There are men with guns. And you’re telling me we’re not at war?


IMOGEN The war is in your head /


BILL It is quite literally happening! Literally in the correct sense of the word, not in the sense that your lot throw it about the place like like


fucking


hundreds and thousands!


EMMA What? (Laughs.)


BILL Don’t laugh at me! This is serious. It is literally happening outside and she’s telling me, she’s telling us, that it is not happening and it is in my head! (To IMOGEN.) Are you insane? (To EMMA.) She’s insane.


Enter CHLOE.


CHLOE 51.


Just so you know. 51 now.


And counting.


And calling Immy insane like that is actually ableist.


Exit CHLOE.


Pause.


EMMA Right. Right right right.


51.


Right.


Pause.


Imogen. You are going to explain to me /


BILL To us /


EMMA To us. You are going to explain to us again, from the beginning /


BILL Without jargon /


IMOGEN It’s not jargon! /


EMMA You are going to explain to us both again, from the beginning, without jargon, exactly what it is you’ve done and why.


IMOGEN I want to explain. I’ve been trying to explain.


EMMA Good. That’s good. Collect yourself. Think about it.


Take your time /


IMOGEN It’s just a hashtag.


It’s just. A hashtag. It’s just a hashtag that says Open Door. That’s all it is. And that’s all I’ve done. I’ve used that hashtag, I’ve shared that hashtag and –


That’s it.


And all it means


all it means is that now, with everything that’s going on now, outside


with everything that’s happening out there tonight, that our door is open. All it means is that we understand that people are scared, that they might be trapped or hurt, that they might not be able to get home or –


And so we’re saying to them, We are here. Come to our house. We’ll look after you. You’ll be safe. Our door is open.


That’s all it is.


It’s nothing to be afraid of.
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