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INTRODUCTION


Cornwall has always been on my doorstep and I have been a regular visitor to the county, whether going to explore and walk on Bodmin Moor, shop in Falmouth or Truro, or go to concerts at the late lamented Cornwall Coliseum. My happiest memory of the county, though, is of my wife Kim and I spending a delightful time in the Bude and Tintagel area shortly after we became engaged, and fittingly we started our honeymoon at Jamaica Inn and the Eden Project later that year. It goes without saying that I found it a tremendous pleasure and enjoyable challenge to compile this book. I could not have done so, however, without trawling through a variety of sources including books, pamphlets, old newspapers and journals, websites and, last but not least, my admittedly less than perfect memory. Thanks go to Kim, who read through the draft manuscript and recommended several improvements, to my old friend Miles Tredinnick, who was brought up in Cornwall and made several excellent suggestions, and as ever my editors at The History Press, Michelle Tilling and Richard Leatherdale, for their help in seeing the book through to publication.
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ROYAL & POLITICAL


CORNWALL





THE ROYAL DUCHY





The Duchy of Cornwall is an aggregation of estates vested in the eldest son of the sovereign or, in the absence of a son, lying dormant in the crown. Apart from the interregnum during the commonwealth after the execution of Charles I, the Duchy has existed since 1337 when it was created by Edward III for his eldest son Edward, ‘the Black Prince’. According to a translation of the Great Charter of that year, the king’s son was ‘Duke of Cornwall and heir to the Kingdom of England’.





Before this date there were Earls of Cornwall, the first being Robert of Mortain, the half-brother of William the Conqueror, and after the king, at that time the largest landowner in England. Early in the twelfth century Reginald, one of the illegitimate sons of Henry I, assumed the title of earl, but after Stephen ascended the throne in 1135 he brought an army into Cornwall and awarded the title to Count Alan of Brittany. When Henry II came to the throne in 1154 he confirmed Reginald as earl. Others who were made earl in subsequent years included Richard of Cornwall, also called King of the Romans, brother of Henry III; Henry’s son Edmund; Edward II’s notorious ‘favourite’, Piers Gaveston; and after his murder, Edward’s second son, John of Eltham.





Queen Victoria and Prince Albert made two cruises around the coast of the West Country and visited Mount Edgcumbe together in the 1840s. Tremayne Quay near Helford was built for a visit by the queen, but unfortunately she did not come because it was raining.
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Queen Victoria’s eldest son the Prince of Wales (and of course Duke of Cornwall), later King Edward VII, was present at the consecration ceremony for Truro Cathedral (see here) in November 1887.





LEGENDARY CORNISH MONARCHS





According to the twelfth-century historian Geoffrey of Monmouth, writing in Historia Regum Britanniae (History of the Kings of Britain) in about 1135–8, King Arthur, a hero of the late fifth and early sixth century, was said to have been conceived at Tintagel. Uther Pendragon, a fifth-century King of Britain, went to war against Gorlois, King of Cornwall, to capture his wife Igraine with whom he had fallen in love. Merlin the wizard changed Uther’s appearance so that he resembled Gorlois and enabled him to enter Tintagel, where he slept with Igraine – and Arthur was born as a result. However, despite claims made elsewhere to the contrary, Monmouth does not suggest that Arthur was born in the town or had any further connection with the area.





Mark of Cornwall, also early sixth century, was mentioned in Arthurian legend as the uncle of Tristan and husband of Iseult, who had an adulterous affair with Tristan. He was a contemporary of Salomon, another Cornish warrior prince.





Salomon of Cornwall was a contemporary figure of whom nothing else appears to be known. Some of these figures, who may or may not be purely legendary, were probably only rulers over very small localised areas of the county. Ricatus, who ruled in the tenth century, is one whose name is known only from inscriptions on surviving carved stone memorial crosses.





Dungarth, also known variously as Donyarth, Dumnorth, Dumgarth, or Doniert, was said to have been drowned in 875 in the River Fowey, and is commemorated on an inscription on King Doniert’s Stone, a ninth-century cross shaft which stands in St Cleer parish.





Cadoc, or Condor, was said by the fifteenth-century historian William of Worcester to be a survivor of the Cornish royal line and descendant of Dungarth at the time of the Norman Conquest in 1066, and appointed 1st Earl of Cornwall by William the Conqueror. In turn he was believed to have been an ancestor of Thomas Flamank, the Bodmin lawyer executed in 1497 (see here).





Teudar, who may have been a contemporary of King Arthur, was a notorious heathen said to be responsible for the martyrdom of St Gwinear and possibly other Christians who were later sanctified.





CORNISH NOBILITY





Barons Edgcumbe, later Earls of Mount Edgcumbe


Sir Piers Edgcumbe of Cotehele (1477–1539) acquired the Mount Edgcumbe estate through marriage in the early sixteenth century. One of his descendants, Richard Edgcumbe (1680–1758), Paymaster-General of Ireland and Chancellor of the Duchy of Lancaster, was created Baron Edgcumbe in 1742. On his death the title passed to his eldest son, another Richard (1716–61), Lord Lieutenant of Cornwall, and in turn to his younger brother George (1720–95), an Admiral and former Treasurer of the Household. In 1781 George was created Viscount Mount Edgcumbe and Valletort, and in 1789 1st Earl of Mount Edgcumbe. The 8th Earl, Robert Charles Edgcumbe (1939–), succeeded in 1982, and the heir apparent to the earldom uses the courtesy title of Viscount Valletort.


St Aubyn Baronets, Barons St Levan


There have been two baronetcies created for members of the St Aubyn family. The St Aubyn Baronetcy, of Clowance, was created in 1671 for John St Aubyn (1645–87). All five baronets were named John, all became members of parliament, and the title became extinct on the death of the 5th Baronet in 1839.





The St Aubyn Baronetcy, of St Michael’s Mount, was created in 1866 for Edward St Aubyn (1799–1872), the illegitimate son of Sir John St Aubyn, 5th Baronet of Clowance (1758–1839), on whose death the baronetcy of Clowance had become extinct. Sir Edward’s son John, who succeeded him on his death, was created 1st Baron St Levan in 1887. The 4th Baron, John Francis Arthur St Aubyn (1919–), succeeded in 1978.


Earls of Godolphin


Earl of Godolphin was a title created in 1706 for Sidney Godolphin, 1st Baron Godolphin (1645–1712), Lord High Treasurer who was also created Viscount Rialton. He had been created baron in 1684. On his death the titles passed to his only child Francis (1688–1766). Francis married Henrietta, 2nd Duchess of Marlborough, but their only son, William Godolphin, predeceased his parents and died without issue in 1731. The 2nd Earl was created Baron Godolphin of Helston in 1735, with remainder, in default of male issue of his own, to the male issue of his deceased uncle Henry Godolphin, Dean of St Paul’s. On his death the Godolphin earldom, the Rialton viscounty, and the Godolphin barony of 1684 became extinct; but the Godolphin barony of 1735 passed to his cousin Francis (1707–85), becoming extinct on his death. There was a third creation, as Baron Godolphin, of Farnham Royal, Buckinghamshire in 1832, which became extinct in 1964. The ancestral seat of the family in Cornwall was Godolphin House, near Helston.





CORNISH POLITICS





Since the early nineteenth century, the Liberals (now the Liberal Democrats) have not infrequently held the majority of parliamentary seats in Cornwall, with the Liberal Unionists or Conservatives in second place and Labour only winning one seat in General Elections between 1945 and 1966, and again in 1997 and 2001, when the party performed particularly well nationally. In the elections of 1906, January 1910, 1923 and 1929, all five county seats were won by the Liberals, although in 1950, 1951, 1955 and 1959 they failed to win even one, with the Conservatives taking four and Labour the remaining one. In 2005 all seats went to the Liberal Democrats. For the subsequent election in 2010, an alteration in constituency boundaries resulted in the county being divided into six seats instead of five, with the Liberal Democrats and Conservatives each winning three.





Bodmin holds the records for the smallest parliamentary majorities in the county. In the January 1910 election, Cecil Alfred Grenfell (Liberal) retained the seat with a majority of 50, but after he stood down Sir Reginald Pole-Carew (Liberal Unionist) won it at the subsequent General Election of December 1910 with a similarly narrow majority of 41. In February 1974 Robert Hicks (Conservative) lost by only nine votes to Paul Tyler (Liberal), but regained it at the next General Election seven months later with a margin of 665. Tyler went on to represent North Cornwall as a Liberal Democrat from 1987 until he stood down in 2001.





NOTABLE POLITICIANS AND


CORNISH CONNECTIONS





Sir John Eliot (1592–1632), MP for his birthplace of St Germans from 1614, was an outspoken critic of King Charles I and his policies. He often spoke in the House of Commons against what he regarded as illegal taxation and insufficient enforcement of laws against Roman Catholics, was imprisoned on three separate occasions and died of consumption while in captivity in the Tower of London.





Leonard Courtney, later Baron Courtney of Penwith (1832–1918), Liberal MP for Liskeard from 1876, was for a time a member of Gladstone’s administration, but helped to defeat the Home Rule for Ireland Bill in 1885. He later became a Liberal Unionist, but distanced himself from his colleagues after regular disagreements with other members and the leadership on policies which led to the Boer War, and left parliament in 1900.





Tom Horabin (1896–1956), Liberal and then Labour MP for North Cornwall from 1939 to 1950, became Liberal Chief Whip in 1945. He resigned from the party a year later as he believed they were becoming almost indistinguishable in their policies from the Conservatives, and took the Labour whip, but stood down from parliament three years later before a General Election in which he would almost certainly have been heavily defeated.





David Mudd (1933–), Conservative MP for Falmouth and Camborne from 1970 to 1992, was a well-known newspaper and local TV journalist before being elected to parliament, and the author of several titles on the county’s history. A frequent rebel against party policies where he considered they did not benefit Cornish people or industry, he ended his career as an Independent Conservative about a year before standing down.





David Penhaligon (1944–86), Liberal MP for Truro from 1974 to 1986, served a term as Liberal Party President. Much-respected and admired by members and voters from all parties, he was regarded as a potential party leader and would probably have been chosen thus had it not been for his untimely death in a road accident.





Sebastian Coe (1956–), Conservative MP for Falmouth and Camborne from 1992 to 1997, had already enjoyed a successful career as an athlete before entering politics (see here).





PRIME MINISTERS AND CORNWALL





At least five prime ministers have had some association with the county.





Arthur Wellesley, Duke of Wellington (1769–1852), remembered as the victorious commander at the Battle of Waterloo in 1815, and who subsequently became Tory prime minister from 1828 to 1830 and again briefly in 1834, is buried in a tomb at St Paul’s Cathedral made from pink granite taken from the quarry at Luxulyan.





Sir Anthony Eden, later Lord Avon (1897–1977), Conservative prime minister from 1955 to 1957, spent some time convalescing in the county in December 1957 after a period of ill health which had led to his resignation from office. He and his wife rented Morval House near Looe for a short period, spending Christmas there prior to returning to London.
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Harold Wilson, later Baron Wilson of Rievaulx (1916–95), Labour Prime Minister from 1964 to 1970 and again from 1974 to 1976, was Yorkshire born and bred, and sat for constituencies in Lancashire, but evidently had a soft spot for Cornwall. He joined the Labour Party at Liskeard during the Second World War, and his father Herbert lived for some time in his latter years at Biscovey. During his time in parliament Harold had holiday homes successively at Perranporth and the Isles of Scilly. Although he died in London, he was laid to rest in the grounds of St Mary’s Church, Isles of Scilly.





Margaret Thatcher, later Baroness Thatcher (1925–), Conservative prime minister from 1979 to 1990, also spent regular holidays in Cornwall, particularly in the Constantine Bay area, during her years of office. In May 1983 she made the first public appearance of her second General Election campaign as party leader, according to a correspondent from The Times, by ‘fondling a newly dead lobster in Cornwall’ on the north coast.





David Cameron (1966–), Conservative prime minister since 2010, was on holiday with his wife Samantha and their family in Cornwall during August 2010 while she was expecting their fourth child. The baby, a daughter, was born at Royal Cornwall Hospital, Truro, and named Florence Rose Endellion, the last after the village of St Endellion.





CORNISH ROTTEN BOROUGHS





From medieval times, Bodmin, Helston, Launceston, Liskeard, Lostwithiel and Truro had all been continuously represented in parliament. Fifteen further boroughs were added between 1553 and 1584. At the time of the Great Reform Act in 1832, Cornwall had twenty boroughs which between them elected forty members of parliament, in addition to two county members. Another borough, Grampound, had also elected two MPs until 1821, when it was disenfranchised by Act of Parliament because of widespread bribery, its voters claiming that they received 300 guineas each for their votes. Until then, the county therefore returned forty-four MPs, only one fewer than the whole of Scotland. Rotten boroughs were communities too small to justify separate representation, many also being pocket boroughs, controlled by a patron effectively able to nominate members unopposed.


Rotten boroughs abolished in 1832


Bossiney


Callington


Camelford


East Looe


Fowey


Lostwithiel


Mitchell


Newport


St Germans


Saltash


Tregony


West Looe


Boroughs retaining the right to elect members in 1832


Bodmin


Helston


Launceston


Liskeard


Penryn, renamed Penryn and Falmouth


St Ives


Truro





CORNISH NATIONALIST PARTIES





Mebyon Kernow (MK), meaning ‘Sons of Cornwall’, is a left-of-centre political party leading a campaign for self-government of the county through the establishment of a legislative assembly. It was founded by Helena Charles, a cultural activist and poet, in January 1951. She led the party for the first four years, and in 1953 she won the St Day seat on Camborne-Redruth Urban District Council with 77.6 per cent of the vote, under the slogan ‘A fair deal for the Cornish’. Andrew George, Liberal Democrat MP for St Ives since 1997, was formerly a member of MK and in 2005 he became the first Cornish MP to swear his oath of allegiance to the queen in Cornish. The party is represented on Cornwall County Council, and again in 2005 became the largest political group on Camborne town council after a by-election, though it has yet to win its first seat at Westminster or in the European Parliament.





The Cornish National Party (CNP), which also campaigns for Cornish independence, was founded in 1975 by historian James Whetter, a former MK member who had stood twice for Westminster under his old party’s colours. It ceased to exist in 2005 but reformed four years later.





CORNWALL’S STATUS





Cornwall’s legal right to its own parliament has existed for several centuries. This was confirmed and strengthened by the Charter of Pardon in 1508, which added to its rights that of veto over acts, statutes, and laws passed by the Westminster government. These were granted in perpetuity and cannot be lawfully rescinded. Cornwall’s right to its own sovereign parliament and the powers it possesses under the Charter of Pardon, were confirmed as valid in British law in 1977 by the then Lord Chancellor, Lord Elwyn-Jones.





In British law no officer or agent of the Crown, which includes both Westminster and the Anglican Church, can legally set foot upon Cornish soil without the express and joint permissions of the Duke of Cornwall and Cornwall’s Stannary Parliament. In the Cornish Foreshore Case, an arbitration case held between 1854 and 1858 to resolve a formal dispute between the British Crown and the Duchy of Cornwall over the ownership of the foreshore of the county of Cornwall, officers of the Duchy successfully argued that it enjoyed many of the rights and prerogatives of a county palatine and that, while the Duke of Cornwall was not granted royal jurisdiction, he was considered to be a quasi-sovereign lord within the Duchy of Cornwall. This was interpreted as meaning that the duke, not the British monarch, was in fact the head of state.





Until the mid-sixteenth century, most maps showed Cornwall as a separate territory from England. At his coronation in 1509, Henry VIII listed England and Cornwall separately in the list of his realms which formed part of his address. Cornwall was not a party to the Act of Union, which united the kingdoms of England and Scotland to form Great Britain in 1707.
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ARTISTS, ARCHITECTS,


MUSICIANS & ACTORS





CORNISH PAINTERS, BOTH


NATIVE AND VISITING





Thomas Luny (1759–1837), born near Mevagissey, although he spent most of his working life first in London and then in Devon, was a noted painter of seascapes, ships and naval engagements.





John Opie (1761–1807), born at Trevellas, St Agnes, was much admired for his historical pictures including The Murder of Rizzio, and portraits of members of the royal family, Samuel Johnson and others; sometimes known as ‘the ‘English Rembrandt’ or ‘the Cornish Caravaggio’.





J.M.W. Turner (1775–1851) travelled extensively around the south-west coast in 1811, and painted several pictures of scenes in Cornwall, including Land’s End, Cornwall, Looking out to Sea; St Mawes at the Pilchard Season and Entrance to Fowey Harbour.





James Whistler (1834–1903) and Walter Sickert (1860–1942) both visited St Ives and the surrounding area in 1884, where they painted several coastal scenes.





THE NEWLYN SCHOOL





The Newlyn School comprised a colony of artists who worked in and around the town between about 1880 and the early twentieth century. Although they had not been born or raised in Cornwall, they were attracted by the low cost of living in the county, the availability of inexpensive models and the long hours of daylight and natural light. Many were also inspired by the fishermen and their working lives at sea, as well as everyday life in the harbour and local villages. Prominent among them were Stanhope Forbes (1857–1947) and his wife Elizabeth (1859–1912), Samuel John Lamorna Birch (1869–1955), Henry Scott Tuke (1858–1929), Norman Garstin (1847–1926), Frank Bramley (1857–1915), Walter Langley (1852–1922) and Dame Laura Knight (1877–1970).
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THE ST IVES SCHOOL





St Ives became a popular nucleus for artists after Bernard Leach (1887–1979) and Shoji Hamada set up a pottery there in 1920, and after Ben Nicholson (1894–1982) and Christopher Wood (1901–30) visited the town where they were impressed by the work of the primitive painter Alfred Wallis (1855–1942). As they decided to stay there, it was largely due to them that the port gradually developed as an artists’ colony. Nicolson and his then wife Barbara Hepworth (1903–75) settled there shortly after the outbreak of the Second World War, establishing an outpost for more avant-garde artists, and were joined by the Russian sculptor Naum Gabo (1890–1977). A new, younger generation of artists settled here after the war, among them Peter Lanyon (1918–64), John Wells, Roger Hilton, Terry Frost (1915–2003), Bryan Wynter (1915–75), Denis Mitchell (1912–93) and Alan Lowndes (1921–78).





CORNISH ARCHITECTS





James Piers St Aubyn (1815–95) was renowned as a major builder and restorer of churches in Cornwall and Devon, and his restoration of St Michael’s Mount is generally considered his greatest achievement. His major disappointment was a failure to secure the commission for building Truro Cathedral by one vote.





Richard Coad (1825–1900), born in Liskeard, worked extensively on Lanhydrock House and helped to rebuild it after it was damaged by fire in 1881, and was also Clerk of Works on the Albert Memorial, London.





Edmund Sedding (1836–68), spent much of his career at Penzance where he died, having built and restored churches at Gwithian, Wendron, Newlyn, Altarnun and St Stephens by Launceston, as well as being church organist and publisher of books of Christmas carols.





Silvanus Trevail (1851–1903), born at Luxulyan, Cornwall’s most renowned architect of the Victorian age, designed the Headland Hotel, Newquay; Carbis Bay Hotel and restored a church at Temple.





Geoffrey Bazeley (1906–89), born in Penzance, was known for his Modernist architecture. He built Tregannick House, near Penzance, as well as other major buildings in the town, St Austell and Hayle.





MUSICIANS, SINGERS, COMPOSERS AND


OTHERS WITH CORNISH ASSOCIATIONS





W.S. Gilbert (1836–1911) and Arthur Sullivan (1844–1900) wrote two of their operettas with a Cornish theme, The Pirates of Penzance (first performed 1879), and Ruddigore (1887), the latter being set in the fictional Cornish town of Rederring.





Richard J. Jose (1862–1941), born in Lanner but emigrated to America during his youth, was a countertenor who made several records during the early gramophone era.





George Lloyd (1913–98), born in St Ives, was composer of twelve symphonies, four piano concertos, and a Requiem in memory of Diana, Princess of Wales.





Moura Lympany (1916–2005), born in Saltash, was an internationally renowned concert pianist.





Dudley Savage (1920–2008), born in Gulval, organist and broadcaster, was best remembered as the main presenter of and performer on As Prescribed, a BBC radio request programme for housebound and hospitalised listeners.





Brenda Wootton (1928–94) was born in London but brought up in Newlyn, and thereafter was based in the county. Unofficially known as the ‘voice of Cornwall’, she was much respected as a folk singer in Cornish and Breton, a mainstay of local folk clubs, and later a radio presenter.





Derek Holman (1931–), born in Illogan, was a choral conductor, organist and composer.





Sheila Tracy (1934–), born in Helston, was a jazz musician who later also pursued careers as a radio presenter and author, mainly of books about jazz.





Benjamin Luxon (1937–), born in Redruth, is a baritone singer who specialises mainly in singing opera, but also early and contemporary song. After being afflicted by severe deafness he turned to giving masterclasses as well as becoming a narrator and poetry reader.





Alan Opie (1945–), born in Redruth, has been a baritone opera singer with several different British companies.





CORNISH POP AND ROCK STARS





Roger Taylor (1949–), drummer, moved to Truro during his childhood and was brought up there. He formed his first band The Reaction, who played gigs throughout Cornwall in the mid-1960s, and with whom he played drums and sang, leaving them to form Smile, who often played in Cornwall and London from 1968 onwards. During 1970 they changed their name to Queen, and their performance at Truro City Hall on 27 June that year is regarded as the first ever Queen gig, though they had been booked as Smile and still retained the name in advertising for a while as it had become so well-known. During the next year or so they also played gigs at Penzance, Hayle and St Agnes.





Ralph McTell (1944–) and Michael Chapman (1941–), singer-songwriters and guitarists, both came to the county, where they regularly (and independently) played the local folk club circuit in about 1966/7, shortly before signing their first record contracts.





Andy Mackay (1946–), born in Lostwithiel, was saxophonist and oboeist with Roxy Music.





Mick Fleetwood (1947–), born in Redruth, was drummer with Fleetwood Mac from their foundation in 1967, and one of only two constant members in a long-lived group who were renowned for their regular changes in personnel.





Al Hodge (1951–2006), born in Bodmin, guitarist, session musician and composer, was a member of Cornish psychedelic rock band The Onyx from 1965 to 1970, and co-writer of the Meat Loaf/John Parr 1986 hit ‘Rock ’n’ Roll Mercenaries’.





Tim Smit (1954–), founder of the Eden Project (here), was for a while a songwriter, producer and arranger for acts including Barry Manilow and the Nolan Sisters before, in his words, ‘deciding to do a Captain Oates and leave’.





Bruce Foxton (1955–), bass guitarist with The Jam and Stiff Little Fingers, had holiday homes in Polperro and Fowey, which he sold after his wife’s death.





Tori Amos (1963–), singer-songwriter, pianist and composer, settled in Cornwall where she converted her barn into Martian Engineering Studios.





Aphex Twin, real name Richard James (1971–), electronic musician and composer, grew up and began his career in Cornwall.





Alex Parks (1984–), born in Mount Hawke, was a singer whose career was launched by winning the BBC’s Fame Academy in 2003.





MUSIC TRIVIA





Blondie shot the video for their 1982 single ‘Island of Lost Souls’ at St Mary’s Gardens, Tresco, Isles of Scilly.





Echo and the Bunnymen held a photoshoot for the picture used on the cover of their 1984 album Ocean Rain in Carnglaze Caverns.





Acts including Steeleye Span, Oasis, Supergrass, Muse, The Verve and Razorlight have recorded albums at Sawmills Studio, Golant, Fowey.





MUSIC VENUES





Carnglaze Caverns, Liskeard


Cornwall Coliseum, St Austell, formerly Cornish Riviera Club, closed late 1990s


Eden Sessions, Eden Project, Bodelva (annual one-day live music and comedy)


Falmouth Arts Centre


Hall for Cornwall, Truro


Princess Pavilion, Falmouth





CORNISH FOLK SONGS





‘An Awhesyth’, Cornish for ‘The Lark’, was one of the traditional county songs thought to date back to the eighteenth century, collected from an octogenarian pub owner by the Devon musicologist and author the Revd Sabine Baring-Gould and published in Songs and Ballads of the West (1889). ‘Bro Goth agan Tasow’ (‘Old Land of our Fathers’), regarded as one of the county’s anthems, is sung to the same tune as the Welsh and Breton national anthems, ‘Hen Wlad Fy Nhadau’ and ‘Bro Gozh ma Zadou’.





‘Cadgwith Anthem’, also known as ‘Robbers’ Retreat’, is an old drinking song of uncertain origin. The name of Cadgwith does not appear in the words. It became especially popular in 1975 after a largely unaccompanied version was recorded by Steeleye Span on their most successful album, All Around My Hat.





‘Camborne Hill’ celebrates the historic steam engine ride of Richard Trevithick up Camborne Hill on Christmas Eve 1801, although the tune is said to be based on that of a seventeenth-century protest song ‘Levellers and Diggers’, or ‘The Diggers’ Song’. It is often sung at Cornish rugby matches away and other gatherings. In 2001 survivors of the 9/11 attack recalled Rick Rescorla (see here) singing it to keep morale high as he was evacuating employees from Morgan Stanley from the World Trade Center office shortly before it collapsed.





‘Come, All Ye Jolly Tinner Boys’ was probably written in about 1807, when the continuing success of Napoleon Bonaparte in invading other European territories was seen as a major threat to the tin trade at home. One of its lines, ‘Why forty thousand Cornish boys shall know the reason why’ may have inspired Hawker’s ‘The Song of the Western Men’ (see here).





‘Delkiow Sivy’ (‘Strawberry Leaves’) is an old traditional song, revived in 1975 by Brenda Wootton, who sang it as a duet with Robert Bartlett on her album Starry Gazey Pie.





‘The First Nowell’, a traditional classical carol believed to date back to the eighteenth century, is of Cornish origin. It was first published in Carols Ancient and Modern (1823).





‘Hail to the Homeland’, regarded as an unofficial Cornish anthem, was composed by Kenneth Pelmear (music) and Pearce Gilbert (lyrics).





‘Lamorna’, identified by sheet music in the British Library from 1910, taking its title from the village of the same name, is a song about the courtship of a man and a woman, who turns out to be his wife. A reference to Albert Square in the words has led to suggestions that it refers to Manchester, although this has not diminished its popularity, especially around Cornwall. It has been recorded by Brenda Wootton and the Yetties among others.





‘Little Eyes’, thought to have been introduced to the county as ‘Honey Honey’, recorded in the 1950s by American group the Deep River Boys, adapted by Camborne band the Joy Boys, became a local favourite and has remained popular in the Camborne area ever since.





‘The Song of the Western Men’, also known as ‘Trelawney’, regarded as a Cornish anthem, was written in about 1824 by the Revd Mr Hawker (see here), about Sir Jonathan Trelawney, the Pelynt-born Bishop of Bristol, one of seven bishops imprisoned by James II in 1687. He based it on the old Cornish proverb ‘And shall Trelawny die? Here’s twenty thousand Cornish men will know the reason why,’ although the refrain from ‘Come, All Ye Jolly Tinner Boys’ was probably also part of his inspiration. His words are a little inaccurate, in that the march on London to which he refers only reached as far as Bristol, before Trelawny was acquitted by a jury in London and released.
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