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Head: Strong and rectangular, its width diminishing slightly from ears to eyes, and again to the tip of the nose. The forehead is unwrinkled. The topskull is flat and fairly long.


 




Eyes: Small, dark brown and deep-set. They are oval in appearance and keen in expression.


 




Muzzle: Strong in proportion to the skull; it ends in a moderately blunt manner, with thick whiskers which accentuate the rectangular shape of the head.


 




Ears: When cropped, the ears are identical in shape and length, with pointed tips. They are in balance with the head and not exaggerated in length. They are set high on the skull and carried perpendicularly at the inner edges, with as little bell as possible along the outer edges.


 




Neck: Strong and well arched, blending into the shoulders, and with the skin fitting tightly at the throat.


 




Forequarters: Forelegs are straight and parallel when viewed from all sides. They have strong pasterns and good bone. The elbows are close. The sloping shoulders are muscled, yet flat and clean. Both the shoulder blades and upper arms are long, permitting depth of chest at the brisket.
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Physical Characteristics of the Miniature Schnauzer


(from the American Kennel Club breed standard)




Size: From 12 to 14 inches. He is sturdily built, nearly square in proportion of body length to height with plenty of bone, and without any suggestion of toyishness.


 




Tail: Set high and carried erect. It is docked only long enough to be clearly visible over the backline of the body when the dog is in proper length of coat.


 




Hindquarters: Strong-muscled, slanting thighs. They are well bent at the stifles. The rear pasterns are short and, in stance, perpendicular to the ground and, when viewed from the rear, are parallel to each other.


 




Body: Short and deep, with the brisket extending at least to the elbows. Ribs are well sprung and deep, extending well back to a short loin. The backline is straight; it declines slightly from the withers to the base of the tail. The withers form the highest point of the body. The overall length from chest to buttocks appears to equal the height at the withers.


 




Coat: Double, with hard, wiry, outer coat and close undercoat. The head, neck, ears, chest, tail, and body coat must be plucked. When in show condition, the body coat should be of sufficient length to determine texture. Close covering on neck, ears and skull. Furnishings are fairly thick but not silky.


 




Color: The recog- nized colors are salt and pepper, black and silver and solid black. All colors have uniform skin pigmentation.


 




Feet: Short and round (cat feet) with thick, black pads. The toes are arched and compact.












 






There are some distinctions between American and European Miniature Schnauzers. The European type is shown at left; the American type is shown below.
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History of the MINIATURE SCHNAUZER








MEET THE MINIATURE SCHNAUZER 


The Miniature Schnauzer! His name says much...he’s a miniature, thus a diminutive of a larger breed, and a Schnauzer, German for “Snout,” therefore a German breed with a predominant muzzle. Indeed, he is a miniature of the Standard Schnauzer, a rugged German working dog, and both breeds are quickly recognized by their smart attitude, classy looks and the profuse whiskers on their muzzles.


The Miniature Schnauzer is classified as a Terrier in the United States but he falls under the Pinscher and Schnauzer classes in his homeland, Germany. Whichever classification he falls under, he is a first-class companion dog and beloved throughout the world.


This may not be the dog for everyone as there is grooming involved to keep the dog looking like a Schnauzer. However, if you like a lively dog, one that will be a devoted family member and a true companion to you and your family, this may be the dog for you. And, as true with most other breeds, once you give your heart and home to a Miniature Schnauzer, you will remain a devotee to the breed for a lifetime.







ORIGIN OF THE BREED 


In the history of dogs, the Miniature Schnauzer is not an ancient breed; however, his origins trace back to the 1880s, which makes the breed a good century old. In Germany two Schnauzers developed from the Standard Schnauzer—the Giant and the Miniature.
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The Standard Schnauzer, a sturdy working dog, was a common sight on the German farm. As early as 1492, Albrecht Durer portrayed a Schnauzer in his painting Madonna with the  Many Animals. In the 1600s the great Dutch Master, Rembrandt, included a Schnauzer in one of his paintings. Serious breeding of the Standard Schnauzer started in the 1880s, and the first show for the breed was not held until 1890, after a move had begun to produce a breed standard. It is thought that the Standard Schnauzer was a cross between the black Poodle and the gray Wolf Spitz, possibly with some German Pinscher also in the background. The smaller sized Standard Schnauzer was eventually crossed with the Affenpinscher to reduce the size to create the Miniature. Some writers also credit the Brussels Griffon and the Toy Spitz (Pomeranian) with playing a small part in the Miniature’s heritage as several crosses were used to improve certain characteristics that the breeders desired in their little dog.



TERRIER OR NOT?


Tom Horner wrote in his book Terriers of the World, “In America the Miniature Schnauzer is included in the Terrier Group—in fact it is the most numerous breed therein—but I have not included the breed here because I myself firmly believe it is not a terrier. They do not have terrier instincts...they are charming little dogs with quite different qualities from true sporting terriers.”
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INFLUENTIAL EARLY DOGS IN THE US 


In 1898 the first Miniature Schnauzer to be registered was whelped, Jocco Fulda Liliput. An early etching shows that Jocco looked very much like an Affenpinscher. In the early days, there were instances where puppies from the same litter were registered as Miniature Pinschers, Miniature Schnauzers and Affenpinschers.


Prins v. Rheinstein, whelped in 1903, to which most American Schnauzers can trace their pedigrees, was the sire of three champions. One of these champions was the bitch, Ch. Perle v.d. Goldbach. Perle was bred back to her sire to produce Ch. Gift Chemnitz-Plauen, a black and tan. Gift, the foundation for the Chemnitz-Plauen Kennels, sired eight champions. He was described as a very typey dog  with strong bone, good coat and a very good head. He had an excellent carriage and temperament. Gift’s son, Ch. Trumpf Chemnitz-Plauen, was the sire of Linus, whelped in 1915; his full-brother Heinerle, whelped in 1919; and Kalle Chemnitz-Plauen, a Swiss champion. If a pedigree could be traced back far enough, nearly all American Schnauzers can be traced back to these dogs.


The Miniature Schnauzer was imported into the United States in 1923, where it had a headstart of five years before his counterparts were exported to the United Kingdom. W. D. Goff of Concord, Massachusetts, imported the first two dogs. Within the next ten years, 108 Schnauzers were imported, nearly all from Germany. In 1924, Rudolph Krappatsch of Germany sent Marie Slattery of Marienhoff Kennels four Miniatures; these made up the foundation not only of the kennel but also of the breed in the US. Over 100 champions came from the kennel and its owner, Mrs. Slattery, was considered to be the breed’s matriarch. Two of her imports to the US that had far-reaching effects on the breed were Ch. Amsel v.d. Cyriaksburg, whelped in 1921, and Ch. Cuno v. Borgstadt, imported in 1927, sire of 14 champions. Cuno was intensely linebred, through Gift, to Linus and Heinerle. Linebred in this context refers to the breeding of animals from the same line, i.e., mother to son, grandfather to granddaughter, etc.
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ABOUT EAR CROPPING


Ear cropping consists of the ear leather being surgically trimmed and the ear is trained to stand upright. Originally cropping was to prevent the ears from being bitten by any adversary. With the fighting dogs, and terriers, it gave the opponent less to hang on to. Ear cropping was considered important for cosmetic purposes as it gives the dog a very smart look. Dogs can be shown in the United States with either cropped or uncropped ears but they are rarely seen in the ring with uncropped ears. The tradition of cropping ears has been banned in the UK, and dogs with cropped ears cannot be shown.






 






The famed Capt. Nash was enthusiastic about the Schnauzer breed, and owned and bred many champions. He was one of the dog lovers who were responsible for the early popularity of Schnauzers in Great Britain in the early 1930s.
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The next important dog to be imported was Flieger Heinzelmannchen, imported by Leda Martin. He was small in size and gray in color, and his pedigree blended well with Cuno’s daughters. From these beginnings, an exceptional dog was whelped 20 years later; Ch. Dorem Display was a blending of the progeny of Ch. Cuno and Flieger. Dorem Display carried 32 lines to Cuno and 12 to Flieger. Seldom has one dog had such an impact upon any breed as Dorem Display has had on the Miniature Schnauzer.



STANDARD SCHNAUZERS


Standard Schnauzers are the most ancient of the three Schnauzer breeds, serving as the starting point for the other two. He is a mid-sized dog with maximum height about 20 ins and a top weight of about 48 lbs. He is strong and large enough to give his owners protection and yet small enough to be a house dog. He is a keen tracking dog with attention to details and a strong determined mind. They make wonderful service dogs.





In the meantime, the Miniature and the Standard Schnauzers were shown in the United States in the Working Group under the name Wire-haired Pinscher, and the national club was formed and called the Wire-haired Pinscher Club of America. In 1927 the two breeds were still shown together but the club was renamed the Schnauzer Club of America, and their first specialty was held that year. By 1933 it was determined that the two breeds should split, with the Standard Schnauzer remaining in the Working Group and the Miniature Schnauzer moving to the Terrier Group. Further, it was  decided that the Miniatures should have their own club, and the American Miniature Schnauzer Club was founded.


Of all of the breeds in the Terrier Group in the US (which number over two dozen), the Miniature Schnauzer is the only breed that does not hail from the British Isles. Although it has a strong ratting instinct, it is much less aggressive and easier to train than the other terriers, and it is much more of a “people dog” than its distant British cousins. The breed is not considered a Terrier in either the United Kingdom, where it is shown in the Utility Group, or on the Continent, where it is shown in the Pinscher and Schnauzer Group.


Dr. and Mrs. Briggs of Sharvogue Kennels were dominant in the 1930s and 1940s. Their Ch. Sandman of Sharvogue was Best of Breed twice at the Westminster Kennel Club show, and in 1946 he was the first Miniature Schnauzer to place in the group at this most prestigious of American dog shows. He sired 5 champions and his most successful son, Ch. Tweed Packet of Wilkern, himself sired 15 champions.



GIANT SCHNAUZER


The Giant Schnauzer was originally used as a cattle and sheep drover and eventually was used very effectively as guard dogs by shopkeepers. With their high aptitude for guard and police work, they quickly became one of the principal breeds in police and sentry work. American-bred dogs were used by the US Army in World War II for sentry and guard work.
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From this, the basis for Dorothy Williams’s Dorem Kennel found its beginnings with over 40 homebred champions including the great Ch. Dorem Display, whose blood to this day continues  to influence the breed. Miss Williams purchased Jill of Wollaton and bred her to Ch. Jeff of Wollaton with two offspring, Dorem Diva and Dorem Dilettante. Ch. Dorem Diva, bred to the Briggs’ Ch. Timothy of Sharvogue, produced Ch. Dorem Escapade, who would become Display’s paternal granddam. Through close and careful linebreeding, Display and his litter sister, Ch. Dorem Shady Lady, became the foundation for the great Phil-Mar Kennels.


 






In a photo captioned “A Schnauzer in Filmland,” film star Astrid Allwyn poses in the park with Ch. Gretchen at her side.
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THE MARIENHOFF LINE AND THEIR “FIRSTS”


Ch. Marko v. Beutenberg, bred to Mehitable of Marienhoff II, produced three champions of which...


• Ch. Mussolinin of Marienhoff was the first Miniature Schnauzer shown in obedience and won the Novice Class


• Ch. Mehitable of Marienhoff III was the first uncropped group winner in the US.


• Ch. Marla of Marienhoff was the first American-bred to sire over ten champions, a record for the time. His total count was 13 champions, tying his grandsire Ch. Cuno v. Borgstadt’s record.





Display, whelped in 1945, had a streamlined silhouette that was more readily accepted by the judges in the Terrier ring. He lived to almost 14 years of age and he was not only a top producer but also a consistent winner in the ring as well as the breed’s first Best in Show winner. His sister, Shady Lady, went to the Phil-Mar Kennels in whelp to Dorem Dominant. Mrs. Wolff, the owner of Phil-Mar, recognized her attributes immediately. Mrs. Wolff noted that Shady Lady was different than her brother, “she was short, compact and a powerful bitch, excelling in rear movement... besides being beautiful, loveable and a wonderful mother, she was also brilliant and got her CD degree (obedience) after just six weeks of training.” She had  three daughters who became top producers themselves. Her first litter included Ch. Phil-Mar Watta Lady, who was bred to Ch. Dorem Temp, a Display grandson, from which came Ch. Phil-Mar Lucky Lady. She was the top-winning Miniature in 1954, as well as a multiple Best in Show winner, a Best of Breed winner at Westminster and the dam of Ch. Phil-Mar Lugar. Lugar was the sire of 26 champions and Best of Breed at Montgomery County Kennel Club, the premier American all-terrier show, in 1960.


 






A typical Brussels Griffon, Eng. Ch. Copthorne Talk o’ the Town, in a painting by G. Vernon-Stokes. Griffon crosses were used by early Miniature Schnauzer breeders to improve certain characteristics in their dogs.
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Dan Kiedrowski, well-known Miniature Schnauzer fancier and editor of Schnauzer Shorts, a breed magazine that he has published for about four decades, has written an excellent book about the Miniature Schnauzer and the influence of Dorem Display and Dorem Shady Lady. For in-depth analysis of these two dogs, and on the breed, this book is highly recommended.


Two dogs from the Mankit Kennels were big winners in the 1960s. Ch. Mankit’s Signal Go was Best of Breed at the national specialty in 1964, 1965 and 1966, with a Group 2 in 1964. In addition, he was the sire of 21 champions. Among his famous sons, Ch. Mankit’s Bang Bang of Dunbar was sire of seven champions and Ch. Mankit’s Dashing Dennis was sire of eight champions. In turn, his son, Ch. Mankit’s to the Moon, was sire of 11 champions and Best in Show from the classes in 1968 at Montgomery County Kennel Club and again in 1969.


 






Bruno, a famous Miniature Schnauzer of the late 1920s, painted by Scott Langley in 1930.
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Sky Rocket Kennels of Judie and Frank Ferguson, with handler Joan Huber, made headlines in the 1970s. Ch. Sky Rockets Uproar was Best of Breed at Montgomery  in 1971. Ch. Sky Rockets Bound to Win was Best of Breed and Group 3 at Montgomery in 1973 and again in 1974. Ch. Sky Rocket Uproar was the sire of 35 champions and his son, Ch. Sky Rocket Bound to Win, was the sire of 25 champions.


 






Mrs. Kavanagh’s Bruno v.d. Secretainerie was a well-known Schnauzer sire.


[image: 012]


Ch. Skyline Blue Spruce of the Skyline Kennels of Carol Parker was Best of Breed at the Montgomery County 1975 show and the sire of 55 champions. Ch. Skyline Star Spangled Banner was Best of Breed and Group 2 at Montgomery in 1977, and Ch. Skyline Storm Signal was Best of Breed at Montgomery in 1983 and 1984 in addition to placing second in the group.


Landis and Penny Hirstin have been very familiar figures in the Miniature Schnauzer ring for years, not only as breeders of top Schnauzer but also as handlers of many terriers. Under the Penlan prefix, their kennel dominated the 1970s. Ch. Penlan Paragon sired 11 champions, and his son Ch. Penlan Paragon Pride sired 30 champions. Ch. Penlan Paper Boy, grandson of Paragon and son of Pride, sired 44 champions, and Ch. Penlan Checkmate sired 34 champions. His son, Ch. Penlan Peter Gunn, sired 73 champions, including 4 top-producing sons. The kennel has produced over 150 champions in all. Dan Kiedrowski wrote about Paper Boy, “I first saw Paper Boy as a 6–9 month puppy...he was compact and stylish, he excelled in all areas and outmoved the competition with ease.”


Joan Huber was not only a magnificent groomer and handler but also an excellent breeder whose Blythewood Kennels have definitely had an impact upon the breed. Ch. Blythewood’s Shooting Sparks was a multiple Best in Show winner, a specialty winner and the sire of 53 champions. Ch. Blythewood National Anthem was Best of Breed at Montgomery in 1978 and an all-breed Best in Show winner. Ch. Blythewood National Newsman won the national specialty in 1982, and Ch. Blythewood Dream Chaser was Best of Breed at the national specialty in 1989. Ch. Blythewood Storm Damage was a multiple Best in Show dog and sire of five champions. Ch. Blythewood Ricochet of LaMay was the sire of 22 champions. Joan started in the early 1950s and has produced  around 200 champions. Valhara Prize of Blythewood, purchased from breeders Dr. Harry and Enid Quick, produced 11 champions including Am. Can. Ch. Blythewood Stand Up and Cheer, the alltime top sire in Canada. Prize was never shown and remained the companion of Joan’s mother for almost 16 years. Dan Kiedrowski notes that “Blythewood and Joan Huber have been a breeding kennel for over four decades and are a constant supplier of first-class foundation stock throughout the world.”







THE BREED IN ENGLAND 


As the breed progressed rapidly in the United States, it moved more slowly in England for two basic reasons. The quarantine laws in Britain were strict, requiring six months’ quarantine on all dogs imported into England, and cropped ears were prohibited from exhibition throughout the UK. Nearly all American dogs had their ears cropped as puppies and all German dogs were cropped.



SCHNAUZER HISTORY


In regard to the histories of the Schnauzers, John F. Gordon wrote, “As in all breeds, careless denominations, casual conversation, sheer ignorance and a general indifference to such matters often prevailed in the early days, to render research difficult and frequently impossible.” In addition, record keeping of litters, if there was any record keeping, was often very hit and miss.





 






One of Capt. Nash’s dogs, Gauner v. Egelsee, was a Grand Champion of Germany in 1929 and again in 1931.
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Douglas Appleton imported Ch. Rannoch-Dunn Randolph of Appleton, an American-bred dog with uncropped ears, and finished him in England in 1953 with six Challenge Certificates (CCs). Doren Crowe’s Deltone Delilah was bred to him which produced Ch. Deltone Appleton Doughboy, winner of eight CCs. Doughboy’s offspring dominated all of the classes in the 1960s. For a 20-year span, until 1973, Deltone Kennels produced 18 champions, and 27 English champions came from either a Deltone sire or dam. Doughboy was probably the first Miniature in England to stamp his progeny with a consistent type.


Douglas Appleton and Miss Morrison Bell of Eastwright Kennels were both very active in  the breed in England in the 1960s and 1970s, and the Miniature Schnauzer’s popularity grew in England.



CANINE ORIGINS
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Dogs and wolves are members of the genus Canis. Wolves are known scientifically as Canis lupus while dogs are known as Canis domesticus. Dogs and wolves are known to interbreed. The term canine derives from the Latin-derived word Canis. The term dog has no scientific basis but has been used for thousands of years. The origin of the word dog has never been definitively ascertained.





Ch. Gosmore Opening Batsman won 24 CCs, a record for the breed that held for many years. Ch. Gosmore Hat Trick had 16 CCs, a record for the bitches for many years. Other influential dogs were Ch. Iccabod Chervil, sire of seven champions, one of which was Ch. Castilla Linajude, winner of 31 CCs, 2 Championship Bests in Show, 3 times Reserve Best in Show, including Crufts in 1980, and the winner of 9 Utility Groups. These wins certainly brought the Miniature Schnauzer to the public’s attention.







MINIATURES AROUND THE WORLD 


The breed was exported to Australia in 1962 with the key dog in the pedigree being Ch. Dorem Display. Dogs in Australia, like the UK, are shown with uncropped ears. Mrs. C. Cerini of Koniglich Kennels imported several dogs and bitches from the Deltone Kennels in England. Her first bitch, Aust. Ch. Deltone Delsanta Delia is behind all of the Koniglich champions. Since the 1960s she has been the primary producer of blacks in Australia. Other noted breeders in the country have been Mrs. J. Rees of the Casa Verde Kennels, whose dogs became the foundation for the breed in New Zealand, and Marelyne MacLeod-Woodhouse of Schonhardt Kennels, who has imported dogs from America. Dan Kiedrowski judged the breed in Australia in the late 1980s and noted that the quality of the dogs was well above what he had expected.


The Miniature Schnauzer has become a popular dog in the show ring in Canada, New Zealand and on the Continent. In addition, they are popular in Japan, South America, South Africa and Taiwan.


The little dog, which had its start in Germany only a century ago, has reached the hearts of fanciers around the world. Indeed, in America, it is in the top 15 in popularity with over 30,000 registered annually.










Characteristics of the MINIATURE SCHNAUZER



The Miniature Schnauzer is a wonderful little dog! He’s cute, apartment-sized and active, with personality plus. Some “below the knee” dogs are considered to be soft, or feminine, but in spite of his size, the Miniature Schnauzer is a masculine dog and does not show any sign of timidity or shyness. These are busy dogs, on their toes and ready for action! If you are looking for a sedentary lap dog, this is not the breed for you. The Schnauzer has a very steady disposition and fits in well with family life, whether it be in a large country house or an apartment or townhouse in town. He gets on well with children and will accept strangers once he has had a chance to look them over. He’s a cocky dog who may not go out and start a fight but will stand his ground when challenged. This is a spirited, bright, alert dog who likes to please and likes to be with his family. He enjoys a good time, has a happy outlook on life and is steady in his personality. Take a look at a Miniature Schnauzer and you can see the sparkle in his eye that says, “Come play with me!” He is quick, alert and intelligent; moreover, he likes his owner to be his equal, perhaps not the ideal relationship for training.



COAT COLORS


There are three coat colors for the Miniature Schnauzer: Salt and pepper, black (both colors are found in the Giant and the Standard Schnauzers) and black and silver. In the US all three colors are shown together and one dog emerges as Best of Breed for the group ring. In the other countries, each color is considered a separate breed and there are three Best of Breed winners in the group ring. In the US, dogs of all colors are interbred, while in most other countries the colors cannot be interbred.
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If you are a first-time dog owner, you must be aware of your responsibility toward your new friend. Either keep your dog on a leash or in your fenced yard. Your Schnauzer, if loose and trotting along at your side, will spot a squirrel across a busy street and his instinctive reaction will be to dart across the  street, oblivious to the traffic. Therefore, some rudimentary obedience training should be given so your chum will sit when asked to, come when called and, in general, act like a little gentleman.
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