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In "Lectures on the Philosophy and Practice of Slavery," William A. Smith rigorously explores the complex socio-economic and moral dimensions of slavery, melding philosophical inquiry with a practical critique of its systemic prevalence in 19th-century America. Rich in dialectical reasoning, the text navigates the paradoxes of ownership, autonomy, and ethical responsibility, employing a narrative style that is both didactic and persuasive. Smith meticulously engages with contemporary philosophical debates while illuminating the historical context that shaped the institution of slavery, making each lecture a thought-provoking reflection on humanity's darker tendencies. William A. Smith, a prominent Southern advocate for slavery and president of Randolph-Macon College, draws from his deep immersion in the sociopolitical landscape of his time. His academic background and personal convictions profoundly informed his perspectives on slavery, as he sought to articulate justifications that aligned with the prevailing norms of his society. This complex interplay between intellect and ideology offers readers a glimpse into the moral quandaries faced by individuals during an era of profound ethical contradiction. Readers interested in the intersections of philosophy, ethics, and American history will find Smith's work an essential, albeit controversial, exploration of slavery's justifications. This book not only serves as a historical artifact but also invites contemporary audiences to reflect on the enduring implications of its themes in today's discussions on human rights and social justice. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A comprehensive Introduction outlines these selected works' unifying features, themes, or stylistic evolutions. - A Historical Context section situates the works in their broader era—social currents, cultural trends, and key events that underpin their creation. - A concise Synopsis (Selection) offers an accessible overview of the included texts, helping readers navigate plotlines and main ideas without revealing critical twists. - A unified Analysis examines recurring motifs and stylistic hallmarks across the collection, tying the stories together while spotlighting the different work's strengths. - Reflection questions inspire deeper contemplation of the author's overarching message, inviting readers to draw connections among different texts and relate them to modern contexts. - Lastly, our hand‐picked Memorable Quotes distill pivotal lines and turning points, serving as touchstones for the collection's central themes.
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In "The Way to Abolish Slavery," Charles Stearns presents a compelling examination of the moral, social, and political arguments surrounding the abolition of slavery in 19th-century America. Stearns employs a persuasive and accessible literary style, blending philosophical discourse with passionate rhetoric, which serves to engage both advocates and opponents of the abolitionist movement. Set against the backdrop of an increasingly divided nation, this book weaves historical context with ethical imperatives, challenging readers to confront the brutal realities of slavery while advocating for emancipation as an essential step towards justice and humanity. Charles Stearns, a fervent abolitionist and social reformer, was deeply influenced by his personal experiences with the injustices of slavery and the burgeoning movements for equality and human rights. His background as a minister and educator equipped him with the necessary rhetorical tools to articulate the urgency of abolition. As the antebellum period ignited the flames of social and political upheaval, Stearns engaged with a network of like-minded reformers, drawing inspiration from their collective vision for a more equitable society, which ultimately propelled him to write this seminal work. I highly recommend "The Way to Abolish Slavery" to anyone interested in the socio-political history of America or the ethical considerations of social justice. Stearns's rigorous analysis not only illuminates the historical arguments for abolition but also offers timeless insights into the continuing struggle for equality. This book is an essential read for scholars, students, and all who seek to understand the moral complexities of human rights advocacy.
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In "Home Life in Colonial Days," Alice Morse Earle meticulously reconstructs the domestic experiences of American colonists, providing a rich tapestry of daily life during a pivotal era. Through her vivid prose and extensive research, Earle illuminates practices surrounding food, clothing, and social customs, casting a lens on the intersection of history and the intimate sphere of the home. Her work reflects a blend of historical narrative and cultural analysis, emphasizing the significance of domesticity in shaping colonial identity. Furthermore, Earle employs primary sources, such as diaries and letters, to evoke an authentic sense of time and place while exploring the social structures and familial bonds of the era. Alice Morse Earle, an influential historian and author, dedicated her career to illuminating the minutiae of everyday life in early America. Her fascination with the past was rooted in her own experiences as a housewife and mother, coupled with an academic vigor that propelled her to unearth the stories often overshadowed by grander historical events. Earle's background in literature and history enabled her to approach her subjects with empathy and insight, fostering a deep connection between modern readers and the colonial experience. "Home Life in Colonial Days" is highly recommended for readers interested in American history, women's studies, and cultural anthropology. Earle's insightful observations not only enrich our understanding of the past but also invite contemporary reflections on how domestic life shapes societal norms. This book is essential for anyone seeking to comprehend the complexities of colonial American life and its lasting legacy. In this enriched edition, we have carefully created added value for your reading experience: - A succinct Introduction situates the work's timeless appeal and themes. - The Synopsis outlines the central plot, highlighting key developments without spoiling critical twists. - A detailed Historical Context immerses you in the era's events and influences that shaped the writing. - A thorough Analysis dissects symbols, motifs, and character arcs to unearth underlying meanings. - Reflection questions prompt you to engage personally with the work's messages, connecting them to modern life. - Hand‐picked Memorable Quotes shine a spotlight on moments of literary brilliance. - Interactive footnotes clarify unusual references, historical allusions, and archaic phrases for an effortless, more informed read.

Start Reading Now! (Ad)




[image: The cover of the recommended book]


Grocers' Goods



Goddard, Frederick B.

8596547221326

58

Start Reading Now! (Ad)

In "Grocers' Goods," Frederick B. Goddard presents a vibrant exploration of the everyday lives of the working class in urban America through the lens of a grocery store. This rich collection of poems captures the mundane yet poignant details of this setting, marrying a conversational tone with vivid imagery and sharp observations. Goddard's literary style is characterized by a deft use of free verse, imbued with keen social commentary that reflects the changing dynamics of society in the late 19th century. The collection stands as a testament to the intersection of commerce and community, revealing the significance of grocery stores as essential social spaces where lives converge and stories unfold. Frederick B. Goddard, a prominent figure in American poetry during the post-Civil War era, drew inspiration from the societal shifts around him. His experiences as a poet and observer of contemporary culture resonate throughout this work, as he captures the nuance of daily interactions within the grocery context. These reflections are reflective of his broader concerns regarding the relationships between people, capitalism, and class struggles that marked his time. "Grocers' Goods" is highly recommended for readers interested in American poetry and social histories. Goddard's keen observations and immersive storytelling invite you to step into a world that is both familiar and uniquely reflective of its era, and are sure to enrich your understanding of the cultural landscape of late 19th century America.
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In "Thoughts on Slavery and Cheap Sugar," J. Ewing Ritchie delves into the intricate relationship between the sugar industry and the moral implications of slavery during the 19th century. Through a combination of persuasive rhetoric and meticulous analysis, Ritchie presents a powerful indictment of the economic systems that perpetuate human suffering. Employing a clear, accessible prose style, he weaves together historical context with vivid illustrations that reveal the brutality of slavery while critiquing the societal complicity in the consumption of cheap sugar. The work serves as both a cogent argument and a call to ethical action amidst the prevailing attitudes of his time. J. Ewing Ritchie, a prominent social commentator and journalist of the Victorian era, was deeply influenced by the socio-political climate of his day. His career in journalism provided him with a platform to express his views on pressing social issues, and his opposition to slavery was fueled by a moral sensibility informed by religious beliefs and strong humanitarian principles. Ritchie's engagement with the abolitionist movement underscores his commitment to social justice, making this work a significant contribution to anti-slavery literature. I highly recommend "Thoughts on Slavery and Cheap Sugar" to scholars, students, and general readers interested in 19th-century social issues, ethics, and the historical intersections of commerce and human rights. Ritchie's impassioned exploration of slavery's moral implications remains relevant today, challenging us to reflect on our own consumption choices and the human cost behind them.
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Subjoined are the proceedings under which the following sheets were prepared
and are now published:



“At a meeting of the Board of Directors of the
Cheap Postage Association, on
the 31st of March, 1848, Dr. Howe, Dr. Webb, and Mr. Leavitt were appointed a
Committee of Publication. And on motion of Dr. Samuel G. Howe, it was



“Voted, That the Publishing
Committee be authorized to procure the compilation
of a pamphlet on the subject of Cheap Postage and Postal Reform.



“At a meeting of the Board, on the 25th of
April, 1848, Mr. Leavitt, the Corresponding
Secretary, on behalf of the Publishing Committee, reported the copy of a
pamphlet on the subject prescribed. And on motion of Mr. Moses Kimball, it was



“Voted, That the pamphlet be
printed for general circulation, under the direction
of the Publishing Committee.”



J. W. James,

Chairman of the Board.



Charles B. Fairbanks,
Recording Secretary.



Boston, April 26, 1848.



BOSTON:

PRINTED BY FREEMAN AND BOLLES,

DEVONSHIRE STREET.
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For more than eight years, the people of Great Britain have enjoyed
the blessing of Cheap Postage[1q]. A literary gentleman of England,
in a letter to his friend in Boston, dated London, March 23,
1848, says—“Our Post Office Reform is our greatest measure for
fifty years, not only political, but educational for the English mind
and affections. If you had any experience of the exquisite convenience
of the thing, your speech would wax eloquent to advocate
it. With your increasing population, a similar measure must soon
pay; and it will undoubtedly increase the welfare and
solidarité of
the United States.”



Mr. Laing, a writer of eminence, said four years ago, “This measure
will be the great historical distinction of the reign of Victoria I.
Every mother in the kingdom, who has children earning their bread
at a distance, lays her head upon her pillow at night with a feeling of
gratitude for this blessing.”



An American gentleman, writing from London, in 1844, says, “It is
hardly possible to overrate the value of this [cheap postage] in regard
to the exertion of moral power. At a trifling expense one can carry
on a correspondence with all parts of the kingdom. It saves time,
facilitates business, and brings kindred minds in contact[2q]. How long
will our enlightened government adhere to its absurd system?”



The London Committee, who got up a national testimonial for Mr.
Rowland Hill[1], speak of cheap postage as “a measure which has
opened the blessings of free correspondence to the teacher of religion,
the man of science and literature, the merchant and trader, and the
whole British nation, especially to the poorest and most defenceless
portion of it—a measure which is the greatest boon conferred in
modern times on all the social interests of the civilized world.”



The unspeakable benefits conferred by cheap postage upon the
people, are equalled by its complete success as a governmental measure.
The gross receipts of the British Post-office had remained about
stationary for thirty years, ranging always in the neighborhood of two
millions and a quarter sterling. In the year 1839, the last year of the
old system, the gross income was £2,390,763. In the year 1847,
under the new system, it was £1,978,293, that is, only £413,470
short of the receipts under the old system. A letter from Mr. Joseph
Hume, M. P., to Dr. Thomas H. Webb, of Boston, dated London,
[pg 004]
March 3, 1848, says, “I am informed by the General Post-office,
that the gross revenue this year will equal, it is expected, the gross
amount of the postage in the year before the postage was reduced.”
Mr. Hume also encloses a tabular statement of the increase of letters,
together with a copy of the Parliamentary return, made the present
year, showing the fiscal condition and continued success of the Post-office.
He sends also, a copy of a note which he had just written
to Mr. Bancroft, our Minister at the Court of St. James, as follows:



(COPY.)



Bry. Square, 2d March, 1848.



My Dear Sir,



I have the pleasure to send you the copy of a paper I have prepared, at the
request of Mr. Webb, of Boston, to show the progress of increase of the number of
letters by the post-office here, since the reduction of the postage, and I hope it may
induce your government to adopt the same course.



I am not aware of any reform, amongst the many reforms that I have promoted
during the last forty years, that has had, and will have better results towards the
improvement of this country, morally, socially and commercially.



I wish as much as possible that the communication by letters, newspapers and
pamphlets, should pass between the United States and Great Britain as between
Great Britain and Ireland, as the intercommunication of knowledge and kindly
feelings must be the result, tending to the promotion of friendly intercourse, and to
maintain peace, so desirable to all countries.



Any further information on this subject shall be freely and with pleasure supplied
by, yours, sincerely,



(Signed) JOSEPH HUME.



His Excellency George Bancroft.



MR. HUME'S TABLE.



Estimate of the number of chargeable Letters delivered in the
United Kingdom in each year, from 1839 to
1847.1






	Year.
	Number of Letters.
	Annual Increase.
	Increase per cent.



	
	Millions.
	Millions.
	on the No. for 1839.



	1839.
	762

	
	



	1840.
	169
	93
	123



	1841.
	196-½
	27-½
	36



	1842.
	208-½
	12
	16



	1843.
	220-½
	12
	16



	1844.
	242
	21-½
	28



	1845.
	271-½
	29-½
	39



	1846.
	299-½
	28
	37



	1847.
	322
	22-½
	30






The most important of the tables contained in the parliamentary
return will be given in the appendix, either entire, or so as to present
the material results in their official form. The contents of that document
have not, to my knowledge, been in any manner brought before
the people of the United States.



It is humiliating to think, that while a system fraught with so many
blessings has been so long in operation, and with such signal success
as a financial measure, in a country with which our relations are
so intimate, I should now begin to prepare the first pamphlet for publication,
designed to give the American people full information on the
[pg 005]
subject; this publication being the first effort of the first regularly
organized society, now just formed, for the purpose of securing the
same blessings to the citizens of this republic, which the British Parliament
enacted, after full investigation, nine years ago. If we look at
the various political questions which have already in those eight years
grown “obsolete,” after occupying the public mind and engrossed the
cares of our statesmen, to the exclusion of the great subject of cheap
postage, and consider their comparative importance, we shall be satisfied
that it is now high time for a determined effort to satisfy the
people of the United States with regard to the utility and practicability
of cheap postage.



Prior to the year 1840 the postal systems of Great Britain and the
United States were constructed on similar principles, and the rates of
postage were nearly alike. Both were administered with a special
view to the amount of money that could be realized from postage. In
Great Britain, the surplus of receipts above the cost of administration
was carried to the general treasury. In the United States, the surplus
received in the North was employed in extending mail facilities to the
scattered inhabitants of the South and West. In Great Britain, private
mails and other facilities had kept the receipts stationary for
twenty years, while the population of the country had increased thirty
per cent., and the business and intelligence and wealth of the country
in a much greater ratio. In the United States, there was a constant
increase of postage, although by a less ratio than the increase of population,
until the year 1843, when, through the establishment of private
mails, the gross receipts actually fell off, and it became apparent that
the old system had failed, and could never be reinvigorated so as to
make the post-office support itself, without a change of system.



In Great Britain, the government, after full investigation, became
satisfied that it was impossible to suppress the private mails except by
under-bidding them, which they also ascertained that the government,
by its facilities, could afford to do. They also became satisfied that
no plan of partial reduction of postage could restore the energy of the
system, but the only hope of ultimate success was in the immediate
adoption of the lowest rate. And although the public debt presses so
heavily as to put every administration to its utmost resources for revenue,
they resolved to risk the whole net revenue then realized, equal
to above a million and a half sterling, as the best thing that could be
done. In the United States, the government, without extensive examination,
resolved to do what the British government dared not attempt,
that is, to put down the private mails by penal enactments. It also
resolved to adopt a partial reduction of the rates of postage; and
without regarding the mathematical demonstration of its futility, persevered
in regarding distance as the basis of the rates of charge.



A few extracts from the Debates in Parliament, will show several of
these points in a striking light:




The Chancellor of the Exchequer, Mr. Francis Baring, on first introducing the bill,
July 5, 1839, declared his conviction that the loss of revenue at the outset would be
“very considerable indeed.” He said the committee had considered that “two
pence postage could be introduced without any loss to the revenue,” but he differed
from them, and found “the whole of the authorities conclusively bearing in favor of
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a penny postage.” And he “conscientiously believed that the public ran less risk
of loss in adopting it.” Referring to the petitions of the people, he said, “The
mass of them present the most extraordinary combination I ever saw, of representations
to one purpose, from all classes, unswayed by any political motive whatever,
from persons of all shades of opinion, political and religious, and from the commercial
and trading communities in all parts of the kingdom.”




Mr. Goulburn, then one of the leaders of the opposition,
opposed so great a sacrifice of revenue, in the existing state of the country, but
admitted that it would “ultimately increase the wealth and prosperity of the
country.” And if the experiment was to be tried at all, “it would be best to make
it to the extent proposed,” for “the whole evidence went to show that a postage
of two pence would fail, but a penny might succeed.”




Mr. Wallace declared it “one of the greatest boons that
could be conferred on the human race,” and he begged that, as “England had the
honor of the invention,” they might not “lose the honor of being the first to
execute” a plan, which he pronounced “essentially necessary to the comforts of
the human race.”




Sir Robert Peel, then at the head of the opposition, found
much fault with the financial plans of Mr. Baring, but he “would not say one word in
disparagement of the plans of Mr. Hill;” and if he wanted popularity, “he would at
once give way to the public feeling in favor of the great moral and social advantages”
of the plan, “the great stimulus it would afford to industry and commercial
enterprise,” and “the boon it presented to the lower classes.”




Mr. O'Connell thought it would be “one of the most valuable
legislative reliefs that had ever been given to the people.” It was “impossible
to exaggerate its benefits.” And even if it would not pay the expense of the
post-office, he held that “government ought to make a sacrifice for the purpose
of facilitating communication.”



July 12, the debate was resumed.





Mr. Poulette Thompson showed the impossibility of making a
correct estimate of the loss of revenue that would accrue. One witness before the
committee stated that there would be no deficiency; another said it would be small; while
Lord Ashburton declared that it would amount to a sacrifice of the whole revenue of the
post-office.





Mr. Warburton denied that the post-office had ever been
regarded as a mere matter of revenue; the primary object of its institution was to
contribute to the convenience of the people; its advantages ought to be accessible to
the whole community, and not be made a matter of taxation at all.




Viscount Sandon, of the opposition, said he had long been of
the opinion that the post-office was not a proper source of revenue, but it “ought
to be employed in stimulating other sources of revenue.”



July 22, another discussion came on.





Sir Robert Peel admitted that “great social and commercial
advantages will arise from the change, independent of financial considerations.”



August 5, the bill was taken up by the peers.




Viscount Melbourn, in opening the debate, dwelt upon the
extraordinary extent of the contraband conveyance of letters, as the effect of high
postage, and said this made it necessary to protect both the revenue and the morals of
the people by so great a reduction. The means of evasion were so organized, and resort
to them was so easy, and had even become a habit, that persons would, for a very small
profit, follow the contraband trade of conveying letters. It was therefore clearly
necessary to make the reduction to such an extent as would ensure the stopping of
the contraband trade.





The Duke of Wellington admitted “the expediency, and indeed
the necessity” of the proposed change. He thought Mr. Hill's plan “the one most
likely to succeed.” He found fault with the financial plans of the administration, but
for the sake of the reform of the post-office, he said, “I shall, although with great
reluctance, vote for the bill, and I earnestly recommend your lordships to do the
same.” His customary mode of expressing his opinions.




Lord Ashburton expected the cost of the department, under the
new system, would amount to a million sterling, which must be made up out of several
pence before you could touch one farthing of the present income of a million and six
hundred pounds. There could be no doubt that the country at large would derive an
immense benefit, the consumption of paper would be increased considerably, and it
was most probable the number of letters would be at least doubled. It appeared
to him a tax upon communication between distant parties was, of all taxes, the
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most objectionable. At one time he had been of the opinion that the uniform charge
of postage should be two pence, but he found the mass of evidence so strongly in
favor of one penny, that he concluded the ministers were right in coming down to
that rate.





The Earl of Lichfield, Postmaster-General, said the leading
idea of Mr. Rowland Hill's book seemed to be “the fancy that he had hit upon a scheme
for recovering the two millions of revenue which he thought had been lost by the high
rates of postage.” His own opinion was, that the recovery of the revenue was totally
impossible. He therefore supported the measure on entirely different grounds from
those on which Mr. Hill placed it. In neither house had it been brought forward
on the ground that the revenue would be the gainer. He assented to it on the simple
ground that THE DEMAND FOR IT WAS UNIVERSAL[3q]. So obnoxious was
the tax upon letters, that he was entitled to say that “the people had declared their
readiness to submit to any impost that might be substituted in its
stead.”



The proof is thus complete, that the British system was actually
adopted with sole reference to its general benefits, and the will of the
people, and not at all in the expectation of realizing, in any moderate
time, as much revenue as was derived from the old postage. The
revenue question was discarded, from a paramount regard to the public
good, which demanded the cheap postage, even if it should be
necessary to impose a new tax for its support. The extravagant
expectations of some of the over-sanguine friends of the new system,
were expressly disclaimed, and the government justified themselves on
these other considerations entirely—considerations which have been
most abundantly realized. It will be easy to show that the benefits
and blessings anticipated from the actual enjoyment of cheap postage,
have fully equalled the most sanguine expectations of the friends of the
measure, and have far exceeded in public utility, the pittance of income
to the treasury, which used to be wrung out by the tax upon letters.
The same examination will also show, that there is no substantial reason,
either in the system itself, or in any peculiarity of our circumstances,
why the same system is not equally practicable and equally
applicable here, nor why we should not realize at least as great benefits
as the people of Great Britain, from cheap postage.



Mr. Rowland Hill published his scheme in a pamphlet, in 1837.
In 1838, it had attracted so much notice, that between three and four
hundred petitions in its favor were presented to Parliament, and the
government consented to a select committee to collect and report information
on the subject. This committee sat sixty-three days, examined
the Postmaster-General and his secretaries and solicitors, elicited many
important tabular returns, and took the testimony of about ninety
other individuals, of a great variety of stations and occupations.
They also entered into many minute and elaborate calculations, which
give to their results the value of mathematical demonstration. Their
report, with the accompanying documents, fills three folio volumes of the
Parliamentary Papers for 1838. Its investigations were so thorough,
its deductions so cautious and candid, and its accumulations of evidence
so overwhelming that they left nothing to be done, but to adopt
the new system entire.



In this country, no such pains were taken to collect facts, no means
were used to spread before the people the facts and mathematical calculations
and irrefragable arguments of the parliamentary committee;
little study was bestowed on the subject even by our legislators but
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with a prejudged conclusion that the reasonings and facts applicable to
Great Britain could not apply here, on account of the length of our
routes and the sparseness of our population, a partial reduction was
resolved upon, which retained the complication and the cumbersome
machinery of the old system, while affording only a small portion of the
benefits of the new.



The effect has been, that while the British system has gone on gathering
favor and strength, the American system, after less than three
years' trial, has already grown old, the private mails are reviving, the
ingenuity of men of business is taxed to evade postage, and a growing
conviction already shows itself, that the half-way reduction is a failure,
and it is time to make another change. That is to say, the partial
reduction has failed to meet the wishes of the people, or the wants of
the public interest, or the duty of the government in discharging the
trust imposed by the constitution. Indeed, there ought not to be a
great deal of labor required to prove that there is only one right way,
and that the right way is the best way, and that it is better to adopt a
scientifically constructed machine, which has been proved to be perfect
in all its parts, than a clumsy contrivance, the working principle
of which is contradicted by mathematical demonstration. I propose to
present several of the main principles involved in the reduction of
postage, illustrated by facts drawn from the parliamentary papers, and
from other authentic sources.



I. Reduction of Price tends to increase of Consumption.



Our own partial reform in postage proves this. In a report of the
committee on post-offices and post-roads, made to the House of Representatives,
May 15, 1844, it is said,



“Events are in progress of fatal tendency to the Post-office Department,
and its decay has commenced. Unless arrested by vigorous
legislation, it must soon cease to be a self-sustaining institution, and
either be cast on the treasury for support, or suffered to decline from
year to year, till the system has become incompetent and useless.
The last annual report of the Postmaster-General shows that, notwithstanding
the heavy retrenchments he had made, the expenditures of
the department, for the year ending June 30th, 1843, exceeded its
income by the sum of $78,788. The decline of its revenue during
that year was $250,321; and the investigations made into the operations
of the current year, indicate a further and an increasing decline,
at the rate of about $300,000 a year. Why this loss of revenue, when
the general business and prosperity of the country is reviving, and its
correspondence is on the increase?”



The report of the Senate Committee at the same session, made Feb.
22, 1844, says that “the cause of this great falling off, in a season of
reviving prosperity in the trade, business and general prosperity of the
country, cannot be regarded as transient, but, on the contrary, is
shown to be deep and corroding. The cause is the dissatisfaction felt
generally through the country, but most strongly in the densely peopled
regions to with the rates of postage now established by law, and the
frequent resort to various means of evading its payment.”
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The result was the passage of the act, now in force, by which the
postage was reduced one half, to begin on the first day of July, 1845.
The last annual report of the Postmaster-General gives the result.
He says:



“It is gratifying to find that, within so short a period after the great
reduction of the rates of postage, the revenues of the department have
increased much beyond the expectation of the friends of the cheap
postage system, while the expenditures, for the same time, have diminished
more than half a million of dollars annually, and that the department
is in a condition to support itself, without further aid from the
treasury.”



The number of chargeable letters passed through the mails in
1843, was stated in the Report at 24,267,552, yielding the sum of
$3,525,268. The number for the year ending June 30, 1847, was
52,173,480, yielding $3,188,957. Thus the reduction of price one
half, has in two years more than doubled the consumption, and already
yields nearly an equal product.



The experiment in Great Britain shows that a still greater reduction
may be perfectly relied upon to give a rate of increase fully proportionable.
The “Companion to the British Almanac,” for 1842, says,
“The rate of postage in the London district, (which includes the
limits of the old two penny post,) averaged 2-⅓d.
per letter, before the late changes; at present it averages about
1-¼d., and the gross revenue
already equals that of 1835. The gross receipts in 1838, the last
complete year under the old system, were £118,000; the gross
revenue for 1840, the first complete year under the new system, was
$104,000.”



The parliamentary committee, in their report in 1838, state, as the
result of all their inquiries, that the total number of chargeable letters
passing through the post-office annually, was about 77,500,000;
franks[2], 7,000,000; total of letters, 84,500,000. The average postage
per letter was 7d. The gross receipts annually, for six years,
ending with 1820, were £2,190,597. For six years, ending with 1837, they
averaged £2,251,424. For the year 1847, the number of letters was
320,000,000, and the gross receipts nearly equal to the old system.
Here a reduction of the price three-fourths, has increased the consumption
fourfold. Some other cases of similar bearing, may be worth
stating, taken chiefly from the parliamentary documents.



Before the reduction of the duty on newspapers in England, the
price was 7d., and the number sold in a year was 35,576,056,
costing the public £1,037,634. On the reduction of the duty, the price was
reduced to 4-¾d., and the public immediately paid £1,058,779, for
53,496,207 papers.



Under the high duty on advertisements, when the price was 6s.
each, the number was 1,010,000, costing £303,000. By the reduction
of the duty, the price fell to 4s., and the number rose to
1,670,000, costing £334,000.



Formerly the fee of admission to the Armory of the Tower of London
was 3s., at which rate there were in 1838, 9,508 visitors, who
paid £1,426. In 1839, the fee was reduced to 1s., and there were
37,431 visitors, who paid £1,891. In 1840, the fee was reduced to
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6d., and the number of visitors in nine months was 66,025,
who paid £1,650. During the entire year ending January 31, 1841, there
were 91,897 visitors, who paid £2,297.



The falling of the price of soap one-eighth, increased the consumption
one-third; the falling of tea one-sixth, increased consumption
one-half; the falling of silks one-fifth, doubled the consumption; of
coffee one-fourth, trebled it, and of cotton goods one-half quadrupled
it.



A multitude of similar facts could be collected in our own country,
showing the uniform and powerful tendency of diminished cost to
increased consumption. A gentleman who is interested in a certain
panorama said that, in a certain case, the exhibiter wrote to him that
the avails, at a quarter of a dollar per ticket, were not sufficient to
pay expenses. “Put it down to twelve and a half cents,” was the
reply. It was done, and immediately the receipts rose so as to give a
net profit of one hundred dollars a week.



These facts prove that there is a settled law in economics, that in
the case of any article of general use and necessity, a reduction in the
price may be expected to produce at least a corresponding increase of
consumption, and in many cases a very largely increased expenditure.
So that the amount expended by the people at low prices will be fully
equal to the amount expended for the same at high prices. The people
of England expend now as much money for postage, as they did
under the old system, but the advantage is, that they get a great deal
more service for their money, and it gives a spring to business, trade,
science, literature, philanthropy, social affection, and all plans of
public utility.



II. Nothing but Cheap Postage will suppress Private Mails.



It is true that, in this country, private mails are not of so long
standing, nor so thoroughly systematized as they were in Great Britain
before the adoption of cheap postage. But on the other hand, the
state of things in this country affords much greater facilities for that
business, and renders their suppression by force of law much more
difficult and more odious than in Great Britain.



On this head, the report of the Parliamentary Committee contains a
vast mass of information, which made a deep and conclusive impression,
upon the statesmen of that country. They found and declared that,
“with regard to large classes of the community, those classes principally
to whom it is a matter of necessity to correspond on matters of
business, and to whom also it is a matter of importance to save, or
at least to reduce the expense of postage, the post-office, instead of
being viewed as it ought to be, and as it would be under a wise administration
of it, as an institution of ready and universal access, distributing
equally to all, and with an open hand, the blessings of commerce
upon civilization, is regarded by them as an establishment too expensive
not to be made use of, and as one with the employment of which
any endeavor to dispense by every means in their power.” And
among “the commercial and trading classes, by dint of the superior
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activity, had in a considerable degree relieved themselves from the
pressure of this tax, without the interference of the legislature, by devising
other means for the cheap, safe and expeditious conveyance of
letters.” Some specimens of these expedients, as developed by the
evidence before the Parliamentary Committee, will be at once curious
and instructive.




M. B. Peacock, Esq., solicitor to the post-office, detailed the methods which the
department had used to suppress the illicit sending of letters. By law, one half of
the penalty, in cases of prosecution, went to the informer, but of late, informations
were given much less frequently, and he thought the diminution of informations was
owing to the fact that, about five years before, there had been a call in parliament
for a return of the names of informers. He said the post-office had done all in its
power to put a stop to the illegal sending, but without success. And he was
decidedly of opinion, that the prevention is beyond the power of the post-office, and
could only be done by reducing the rates of postage.




Mr. G. R. Huddlestone, superintendent of the ship-letter office, gave an account of
the illicit sending of letters from London to the outports to go by sea. He said they
were customarily sent in bags from the coffee houses, and by the owners of vessels,
in the same way as from the ship letter office, and no means had been devised which
could put a stop to it. Of 122,000 letters sent from the port of Liverpool in a year,
by the American packets, only 69,000 passed through the post-office. The number
of letters received inwards, from all parts of the world, by private ships, was
960,000 yearly; the number sent outwards through the post-office, was but 265,000.
In the year ending October 5, 1837, there were forty-nine arrivals of these packets,
bringing 282,000 letters. The number of letters forwarded from London by post to
Liverpool for these lines, was 11,000; the number received in London from these
lines, was 51,000 a year.



Mr. Banning, postmaster at Liverpool, stated that, in return for 370,000 ship letters
received at his office in a year, addressed to persons elsewhere than at Liverpool,
only 78,000 letters passed through that office to be sent outwards. And yet
the masters of vessels assured him that the number of letters they conveyed outwards
was quite equal to the number brought inwards.



Mr. Maury, of Liverpool, said that on the first voyage of the Sirius steamship to
America, only five letters were received at the post-office to go by her, while at least
10,000 were sent in a bag from the consignee of the ship.



Mr. Bates stated that the house of Baring & Co. commonly sent two hundred
letters a week, in boxes, from London to Liverpool, to go to America—equal to
10,000 a year.



These things were done under the very eye of the authorities, and
yet no means had been found to prevent it. What police can our
government establish, strict enough to do what the British government
publicly declared itself unable to do?



The correspondence, of the manufacturing towns, it appeared, was
carried on almost entirely in private and illicit channels. In Walsall,
it was testified that, of the letters to the neighboring towns, not one-fiftieth
were sent by mail. Mr. Cobden said that not one-sixth of
the letters between Manchester and London went through the post-office.
Mr. Thomas Davidson, of Glasgow, stated the case of five
commercial houses in that city, whose correspondence sent illegally
was to that sent by post in the ratio of more than twenty to one; one
house said sixty-seven to one.



In Birmingham, a system of illicit distribution of letters had been
established through the common-carriers to all the neighboring towns,
in a circuit of fifteen miles, and embracing a population of half a
million. The price of delivering a letter in any of these places was
1d., and for this the letters were both collected and delivered.
Women
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were employed to go round at certain hours and collect letters. They
would collect them for 2d. per hundred, and make a living by it.
The regular postage to those towns was 4d., besides the trouble
of taking letters to the post-office. Hence there was both economy and convenience
in the illicit arrangement. The practice had existed for
thirty years, and when it was brought in all its details to the notice of
parliament, no man seems to have dreamed that it was in the power of
the government to suppress it by penal enactments.
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