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Physical Characteristics of the
Portuguese Water Dog


(from the American Kennel Club
breed standard)


Head: Distinctively large, well proportioned and with exceptional breadth of topskull.


Stop: Well defined.


Eyes: Medium in size; set well apart.


Ears: Set well above the line of the eye. Leather is heart shaped and thin.


Neck: Straight, short, round and held high.


Muzzle: Substantial; wider at the base than at the nose.


Nose: Broad, well flared nostrils. Fully pigmented.


Jaws: Strong and neither over nor undershot.


Chest: Broad and deep, reaching down to the elbow.


Ribs: Long and well-sprung to provide optimum lung capacity.


Forequarters: Shoulders are well inclined and very strongly muscled. Upper arms are strong. Forelegs are strong and straight. Pasterns are long and strong.


Feet: Are round and rather flat. Webbing between the toes.


Height: At the withers—Males, 20 to 23 inches. Females, 17 to 21 inches.


Weight: For males, 42 to 60 pounds; for females, 35 to 50 pounds.


Topline: Level and firm.


Back: Broad and well muscled.


Loin: Short and meets the croup smoothly.


Croup: Well formed and only slightly inclined.


Abdomen: Well held up in a graceful line.


Tail: Not docked; thick at the base and tapering.


Coat: There are two varieties of coat: Curly—Compact, cylindrical curls, somewhat lusterless. The hair on the ears is sometimes wavy. Wavy—Falling gently in waves, not curls, and with a slight sheen.


Hindquarters: Powerful; well balanced with the front assembly. Legs…straight and very strongly muscled in upper and lower thighs. Buttocks are well developed. Tendons and hocks are strong.


Color: Black, white, and various tones of brown; also combinations of black or brown with white.
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A Portuguese Water Dog enjoys a romp in the surf. Whether working or playing, the breed has a natural love of water; it is one of the best water retrieving breeds in dogdom.





[image: image]


When one thinks of a sporty, agile retriever, rarely does the Portuguese Water Dog come to mind. Yet this delightful Portuguese breed has many outstanding retriever qualities and is an excellent water dog. The breed’s low profile is a result of its being overshadowed by some of the more recognized hunting dogs, such as the Labrador Retriever and Golden Retriever. However, the breed’s low public profile has probably done it some good over the years. Since it is a relatively rare breed in many countries, it has continued to remain healthy and sound through responsible breeding programs and loyal devotees. Many of the popular breeds suffer from debilitating genetic conditions due to over-breeding practices, a fate that has not darkened the Portuguese Water Dog’s portals.


Although the exact origin of the breed remains a mystery, there are a few theories that have withstood the test of time and have been accepted by most breed historians. The Portuguese Water Dog (or some dogs very closely resembling it) definitely existed over 1,000 years ago. Some breed historians purport that the breed goes back to the eighth century, claiming that these dogs worked alongside fishermen on boats in what is now Portugal. Another theory claims that the confederation of German tribes known as the Goths brought these dogs back from the east. Consider also that the Berbers and their descendants the Moors brought the dogs to Europe via North Africa and Morocco, as one theory suggests. Some of these early dogs may have gone west to Germany and contributed to the gene pool of the Poodle. Certainly the Poodle and Portuguese Water Dog share many like features, not the least of which are their uncanny intelligence and their colorful curly coats.
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SWIMMING COUSINS


The Portuguese Water Dog is counted among the curly-coated water dogs who excel at retrieving. Among the related breeds are the Poodle and Barbet of France, the Irish Water Spaniel of Ireland, the Curly-Coated Retriever of the UK, the Perro de Agua (or Spanish Water Dog) of Spain, the Wetterhoun of the Netherlands and the American Water Spaniel of the US. All of these breeds share similar features, including a water-proof coat, exceptional swimming ability and uncanny intelligence.





As their name suggests, the Portuguese Water Dogs were—and continue to be—superb swimmers. In Portugal, the breed is known as the “Cão de Agua,” which translates as “dog of the water.” They were used on fishing boats and were sent to retrieve various items in what were sometimes adverse water conditions. These dogs retrieved damaged fishing nets and other fishing tackle. In addition, they also used their herding ability to gather the day’s catch in nets. Occasionally they were even used to send messages between boats or to the shoreline. Despite their usefulness, the breed was eventually replaced by modern fishing techniques and equipment, which nearly caused their extinction.


Many believe that the Newfoundland and Chesapeake Bay Retriever may have influenced the later development of the Portuguese Water Dog, as these two breeds have many of the same physical characteristics as today’s Portuguese Water Dog. Although there is no substantial evidence that these breeds were responsible for the Portuguese Water Dog’s development, many breed historians believe there is a distinct connection.


INFLUENTIAL DOGS AND BREEDERS


Most of the modern influential Portuguese Water Dog breeders and their established stock can be traced back to the early 1930s. A dog named Leao is accepted as the founding sire of the modern Portuguese Water Dog. A gentleman by the name of Vasco Bensaude from Portugal, who was a shipping tycoon, acquired Leao from an old fisherman. Leao sired seven litters and was admired for his extraordinary qualities. After watching Leao perform on the old man’s fishing vessel, Bensaude immediately fell in love with the breed.
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The Chesapeake Bay Retriever may have influenced the development of the Portuguese Water Dog.




CANIS LUPUS


“Grandma, what big teeth you have!” The gray wolf, a familiar figure in fairy tales and legends, has had its reputation tarnished and its population pummeled over the centuries. Yet it is the descendants of this much-feared creature to which we open our homes and hearts. Our beloved dog, Canis domesticus, derives directly from the gray wolf, a highly social canine that lives in elaborately structured packs. In the wild, the gray wolf can range from 60 to 175 pounds, standing between 25 and 40 inches in height.
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The Newfoundland has been cited in the ancestry of the Portuguese Water Dog. Three Newfoundland color varieties—Landseer, black and brown—are shown here.


As his interest in the breed flourished, Bensaude developed his Algarbiorum Kennels. He would later become the secretary-general and founder of the Portuguese Water Dog Club. He would hold this position for several years and become a major influential figure in the breed.


As the years passed, Bensaude eventually resigned from his duties as club secretary-general and gradually relinquished his club responsibilities. Fearing the worst, he decided that he would need to go on an intensive search for someone who would be able to care for his dogs and kennel in case of his death. He would later meet up with Senhora Conchita Cintron de Costello Branco, a noted horsewoman, who came highly recommended from his veterinarian. After meeting with Bensaude, Cintron accepted the responsibility and agreed to tend to Bensaude’s kennel of dogs upon his death.




ORIGINS


Although a Portuguese breed, there is evidence of the PWD around the world at different points of its development. Some sources claimed that it can be traced back to 700 BC in the central Asiatic steppes and to the 8th century on the Iberian Peninsula. The breed made its way to British shores as working dogs on Spanish Armada ships in the late 1500s.





In 1967, Cintron’s promise to the Bensaude family would become a reality. Bensaude’s wife contacted Cintron and told her that her husband had passed away. True to her word, Cintron was now the proud owner of all of Bensaude’s dogs. At first, Cintron knew very little about this unique breed, but that situation soon changed.


Cintron initially inherited 14 Portuguese Water Dogs from the Algarbiorum Kennel. Evidently, she was told that the dogs were difficult to breed and that many were, in fact, infertile. How very wrong these uninformed individuals were. This was soon revealed when Cintron found herself with 90 Portuguese Water Dogs to care for! A true nightmare for any breeder, despite his or her experience. Sra. Cintron’s new kennel became known as Al-Gharb.


At the same time that Cintron acquired Bensaude’s stock, the country of Portugal was experiencing severe financial difficulties. Cintron knew that she could never find appropriate homes for all of these dogs in her own country. Therefore she decided to appeal to dog lovers in the US and wrote letters to the Portuguese Embassy in Washington, DC. In her letters, she proudly described the magnificent qualities of these precious water dogs. Apparently, Cintron must have been very convincing and persuasive in her writing.


In July 1968, Deyanne and Herbert Miller from New Canaan, Connecticut acquired a breeding pair from Cintron. This would later become the start of the Portuguese Water Dog in the US. However, before discussing the breed’s development in America, I must acknowledge a few of Portugal’s outstanding Portuguese Water Dog breeders. Dr. Cabral began his own family of dogs called the Alvalade line based on Silve’s dogs. Carla Molinari inherited these dogs in her Vale Negro Kennels. Ana Victoria Ruivo, a resident of Faro, was a successful breeder for nearly 40 years. Ruivo was a major influence in establishing the breed’s type, soundness and well-being in its native land.




A WATER-LOVER BY ANY NAME


Because of its superb qualities as a water dog, the Portuguese Water Dog had several nicknames. It was known as the “Portuguese Fishing Dog”, “Diving Dog” and “Sea Dog.” Today, the breed continues to hold on to its exceptional water skills. It’s used as an efficient hunter on both land and sea and frequently participates in sanctioned events that test the breed’s water skills in recognized water-related competitions.
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MODERN ADVANCEMENTS


Developments in radar methods and the use of radio and advanced equipment nearly caused the extinction of the Portuguese Water Dog. This highly intelligent working dog was also replaced by other contemporary fishing methods, which drastically reduced its popularity.





THE PORTUGUESE WATER DOG IN AMERICA


The introduction of the Portuguese Water Dog to American soil was a slow process. Like most other rare breeds that are first introduced to a particular area, it took some time for the breed to gain the respect it rightfully deserved. In 1968 Deyanne and Herbert Miller imported a bitch named Chenze, who was the first Portuguese bitch import to arrive in the US. Chenze established herself as a producer of many offspring and lived to the impressive age of 15.


Despite Chenze’s influence, many of her first offspring had some serious health problems. This made it quite difficult to find homes for her puppies and other Portuguese Water Dog litters that followed. Despite the breed’s many fine qualities, many people were unwilling to take a chance with an unfamiliar breed.


During the 1960s, when many countries, including the US, were still recovering from financial difficulties from past wars, it was hard enough to find homes for dogs of breeds that had been in the country for decades. Therefore it was nearly impossible for a rare breed that had just recently arrived to establish a stronghold and substantial following. Fortunately, there was a handful of dedicated Portuguese Water Dog fanciers that was determined to keep the breed alive and well. These individuals were committed to do their best to produce healthier and sturdier dogs. This adamant group would go on to form the first club for the breed. In 1972, the Portuguese Water Dog Club of America was established. Its first president would be Herbert H. Miller, Jr.


The late Helen Roosevelt was one of the first Portuguese Water Dog owners, acquiring her first dogs in 1971. Many dogs purchased during this time period were from the Portuguese Al Gharb bloodline of Sra. Cintron. This particular line would be the last to land on American soil because of the Portuguese Revolution.


[image: image]


Dedicated Portuguese Water Dog aficionados loved the breed so much that they helped to overcome the obstacles that the breed faced in its early days in the US to produce sound, healthy and multi-talented dogs.


Ancora do Al Gharb arrived in the US in November 1969 and was the sire of 11 American litters. Breed interest continued to grow during the 1970s when there was a significant increase in the popularity of the Portuguese Water Dog. The Albergaria, Asaumbufa and Condinho Kennels were the dominant forces in the breed at this time.


As the 1980s rolled around, individuals like Beverly Jorgensen (longtime American breeder and fancier) were producing dogs that were fit, sound and multipurpose. In 1981, the American Kennel Club (AKC) accepted the breed in the Miscellaneous Class. The Portuguese Water Dog was accepted for registration in the AKC stud book in August 1983 and, by January 1984, the breed was eligible to compete in the AKC’s Working Group. Ch. Charlie de Alvalade, “Charlie,” became the first Portuguese Water Dog to become an American champion. Charlie had many admirers and was recognized for his excellent type and form.


It’s impossible to list all of them, but some other noteworthy dogs that were responsible for the breed’s development included: Ch. Farmion Geo, UD; Ch. Timber-mist Lancar Flor de Mar, and Am. Can. Ch. Jewell De Aguas Windward Lad, CDX, Can. CD, WWD, TT, CGC, PT. To go along with these illustrious dogs were the breeders, handlers and owners who were responsible for their great accomplishments. MaryAnne Murray (Brinmar Kennel) was the first owner-handler to put a conformation championship on a Portuguese Water Dog in the US. Cathy Kalb (Camerell Kennel) made her mark on the breed by excelling in the performance arena. Many of her dogs excelled in both obedience and agility. One of her most famous dogs was Call Me Cooper, CDX, AWD, AAD, ROM. Cooper was the first dog of any breed to obtain the Agility Dog title.
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Those who have gotten to know the Portuguese Water Dog and discovered all of its wonderful attributes are hooked!


The list continues with Jane Harding (Cutwater Kennel), who produced over 40 conformation champions. Steven Dostie (Downeast Kennel), William J. Trainor (Farmion Kennel), Karen and Bob Arends (Seabreeze Kennel) and Robin Zaremba (Windward Kennel) are just some of the other top-notch Portuguese Water Dog powerhouses who made their mark on the breed. Many of them continue to do so, even to the present day.


THE PORTUGUESE WATER DOG IN THE UK


Upon its arrival, the Portuguese Water Dog was even less popular in England than in its early days in the US. The breed first arrived in the UK in the 1950s, and most if not all of these original imports eventually died out. It wasn’t until 1979 and 1980 that the breed was imported once again. Trish Gilpin and Paddy Holbrook O’Hara can be credited with the breed’s resurrection in the UK.


Gilpin would be responsible for importing a pair of dogs that would later start the Glenwhin line. O’Hara imported two dogs by the names of Eveil and Panta de Alvalade, which were evidently given to a woman named Miss Pat Jones, who would later start the Cartmel line. In 1984, Cartmel the Fisherman would be the first of the breed to be exhibited at Crufts in Any Variety (AV). It wasn’t until 1989 that the PWD had the first class of its own at the National Working Breeds Championship Show. By 1991, the Portuguese Water Dog had its own class at Crufts.


During the 1990s, the breed made a slow but upward spiral in popularity in the UK. A handful of British kennels have come into their own in recent years and have begun producing dogs that are of improved quality. Ruth and David Bussell (Brigantia Kennel), Cheryl Ducket (Coparit Kennel), Nigel Barrow (Elmley Kennel), Jayne Johns (Gemsons Kennel), Trish Gilpin (Glenwhin), Carol Queen (Grandways), Rachael Reddin (Rarjo), Sue Tweedie (Rysalka) and Patricia Jones (Cartmel) are some of the most respected and influential.
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IS THE PORTUGUESE WATER DOG RIGHT FOR YOU?


If you’ve been thinking about acquiring a Portuguese Water Dog, odds are you’ve probably started the research that’s necessary before purchasing any breed of dog. You are prepared to commit yourself to dog ownership, and your interest in the PWD has led you to learn all you can about the breed. The Portuguese Water Dog’s dedicated group of breeders and fanciers have worked hard to maintain the breed’s stability. Breeders are very selective with their owners and do their very best to place dogs where they are most likely to receive the love and care they rightfully deserve.
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LIVING UP TO ITS NAME


As its name suggests, the Portuguese Water Dog is an excellent swimmer and diver. They have been known to leap great distances into the water and submerge themselves several feet deep into the water. When the breed was first introduced hundreds of years ago, they were frequently called upon to dive off fishing vessels to retrieve broken fishing gear and to herd schools of fish into nets.





The Portuguese Water Dog is extremely bright and active. Its uncanny intelligence can be very challenging to new owner(s). Portuguese Water Dog puppies can be very demanding. They require constant attention and cherish family interaction right through adulthood. They can be sensitive and should always be trained with positive reinforcement. If you choose a young puppy, expect him to chew anything that is easily accessible. The young Portuguese Water Dog has even been known to eat plants and other vegetation right down to the roots! They should be heavily supervised at all times and safely crated if left for extended periods of time.


The Portuguese Water Dog comes in two different coat types: wavy and curly; both types are equally acceptable. They have a robust stature and webbed toes, with a well-balanced and muscled physique. They are tremendous swimmers and have unique diving skills; these are rugged dogs that love to work outdoors. The breed’s athleticism and intelligence have allowed it to excel in agility, flyball, obedience and even tracking. They are quick learners and eager to please their owners. At the same time, they can be extremely sensitive and their feelings are easily hurt.


The Portuguese Water Dog has sometimes been described as the “clown” of the water dog family. They seem to have sudden bursts of energy that come out of nowhere. Frequently, they can be found sitting calm and motionless. Then, only minutes later, they will be running around from room to room in an excited way. If you are looking for a calm, docile dog, the Portuguese Water Dog may not be the right one for you. They have a unique sense of humor that doesn’t always sit well with some individuals. Daily exercise, and plenty of it, is an absolute necessity for the breed. A PWD is best suited to the active owner who enjoys long walks to an open field or park, or frequent visits to the beach or lake. The breed’s excellent retrieving abilities make them good flying-disc dogs and perfect companions for simple fetching games.




WINNERS IN WATER


The PWDCA (Portuguese Water Dog Club of America) sanctions water trials that simulate many ancient functions of the breed. The club has underwater and fish net retrievals, message delivery (from one boat to another) and a measured distance swim. The Portuguese Water Dog enjoys these competitive water events, and these activities keep the dog in maximum shape and condition.





[image: image]


Even though they are phenomenally successful as water dogs, Portuguese Water Dogs are just as valuable as family companions.


The Portuguese Water Dog is a quick learner. This is the reason why the breed has done very well in all types of performance and sporting activities. They love to please their owners and will go to extremes to do so. They are energetic, affectionate and trustworthy, and they thrive on human attention. They bond very easily. Despite the breed’s loyalty to its owners and immediate family, it can be reserved with strangers. In fact, PWDs make good watchdogs and will bark to alert you of possible danger when confronted with a stranger or the arrival of an unfamiliar car or person. The breed’s bravery and independence are easily recognizable. The breed does very well with children and other animals. The Portuguese Water Dog’s high energy will keep both the dog and your child busy for hours while they enjoy each other’s company in play. Of course, any dogs and young children should always be supervised.
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The Portuguese Water Dog is an extremely agile flying-disc dog.
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He eagerly awaits the throw and then brings it back for a repeat performance.




HEIGHT AND WEIGHT


The male Portuguese Water Dog stands

20 to 23 inches and is usually between 42 to 60 pounds. The female version of the breed is smaller. She stands 17 to 21 inches high and is 35 to 50 pounds.





If you are looking for a dog that requires minimal grooming, you may want to look elsewhere. The Portuguese Water Dog requires consistent grooming that includes a firm brushing at least three times a week to remove mats and shed hair, which often becomes caught in the long coat. Although they do shed, they shed less than one might think for a heavily coated breed. In dog show competition, the breed is exhibited in one of two clips: the “lion” and the “retriever.” With the lion clip, the hindquarters as well as the muzzle are clipped short. The end of the tail is left long and the coat on the head, neck, fore-quarters and chest is left long to resemble the lion’s mane. The retriever clip is the choice of many pet owners; this is also acceptable for showing. If you decide to go with the retriever clip, the entire coat is scissored or clipped to a length of 1 inch, except the end of the tail, which is left long. If you are a new Portuguese Water Dog owner, it’s probably best to contact your breeder or an experienced groomer before attempting to clip the dog yourself.


In the field, the breed can be taught to flush out upland game and water fowl. They are excellent retrievers with soft mouths. They even have a distinctive innate herding ability. Whether it’s in the field or in the home, Portuguese Water Dogs make wonderful companions. They are truly “people dogs” and require the utmost respect and loyalty. If you’re willing to give these dogs the attention and love they require, you will certainly receive that same respect back and learn the meaning of true friendship.


HEALTH CONCERNS


The Portuguese Water Dog is a healthy breed of dog. It’s not uncommon for them to live well over 12 years of age. They are a strong breed and resistant to many of the common ailments that frequently affect some of their canine cousins. Before acquiring a new puppy, it’s essential that he has a clean bill of health. Any reliable Portuguese Water Dog breeder should have a health certificate from a vet on all dogs for sale as well as documentation on relevant health testing on the parents (and pups, where applicable). If the breeder you select does not have the proper documentation, you should choose to look elsewhere.


Listed here are some of the more common health concerns that are known to affect the Portuguese Water Dog. It is hoped that a PWD is not affected by any of these conditions; nonetheless, potential buyers of the breed should be aware of all of these and discuss them with their chosen breeders.




COAT COLORS


The Portuguese Water Dog comes in several different colors. They are usually black with some shadings of white on the body. Other dogs may have various shades of brown, also some combinations of black or brown with white.


[image: image]





HIP DYSPLASIA


Canine hip dysplasia is a common disorder that can affect dogs of all sizes, although usually dogs that are medium to large in size. Hip dysplasia is a developmental defect in which the hip joint is improperly formed and, thus, the head of the femur does not fit correctly into the hip socket. It’s absolutely essential that any Portuguese Water Dog that is being considered for breeding purposes have its hips x-rayed at two years of age. The Orthopedic Foundation for Animals assigns certification numbers to those dogs with non-dysplastic hips. Dogs that have not been granted OFA numbers should not be used for breeding. Even if the dog is not to be used in a breeding program, it might be best to have the hips checked anyway. It’s always better to be safe than sorry.




DELTA SOCIETY


The human-animal bond propels the work of the Delta Society, striving to improve the lives of people and animals. The Pet Partners Program proves that the lives of people and dogs are inextricably linked. The Pet Partners Program, a national registry, trains and screens volunteers for pet therapy in hospices, nursing homes, schools and rehabilitation centers. Dog-and-handler teams of Pet Partners volunteer in all 50 states, with nearly 7,000 teams making visits annually. About 900,000 patients, residents and students receive assistance each year. If you and your dog are interested in becoming Pet Partners, contact the Delta Society online at www.deltasociety.org.





Research has found that genetically pre-dysplastic dogs can be protected by restricting some environmental stress. There is even some indication that some puppy foods may speed up growth and therefore create a greater risk of the condition’s developing. Allowing for stable and uniform growth is healthiest for the dog’s development.
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