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The rain and the snow


come down from heaven,


and do not return to it


without watering the earth


and making it bud


and flourish.


ISAIAH 55:10 NIV
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INTRODUCTION
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Winter. It’s a season of celebration. A season of beauty and anticipation. A season of snowflakes and scarves, and watching flames dance in the fireplace.


We spend time enhancing relationships with family and friends, sharing meals and attending parties. We exchange smiles with strangers and gifts with loved ones.


This 90-day devotional will encourage you to spend some time with God, celebrating the gift of his Son. Experience his life, joy, and peace during the busyness of the celebration season.




WINTER TREASURES


The day is yours, and yours also the night;


you established the sun and moon.


It was you who set all the boundaries of the earth;


you made both summer and winter.


PSALM 74:16-17 NIV


Those who live in a cold climate understand that winters can get long. As the amount of daylight decreases, it’s easy to find discouragement or depression creeping in. Sometimes this is a direct result of just needing more vitamin D to compensate for the lack of sunlight. But sometimes the Lord allows this to drive you to a place of finding a deeper degree of contentment in him.


God created the seasons. They are his making. Winter treasures are like manna—the same manna would be rotten in the summer. Manna that is provided on a daily basis refreshes us and provides the kind of nourishment we need.


Collect the winter manna you need to get through today. God has more than enough blessing to pour it out again tomorrow.





What is your winter manna? What word is God speaking to you in this season?


God, help me to make the most out of this season. I don’t want to live in complaint or wish away the winter. There are treasures to be found in this place that I don’t want to miss.




COME AWAY


My beloved speaks and says to me: “Arise, my love, my beautiful one, and come away, for behold, the winter is past; the rain is over and gone. The flowers appear on the earth, the time of singing has come.”


SONG OF SOLOMON 2:10-12 ESV


Some say that romance is dead. It’s not for God: the lover of our souls. He desires nothing more than time with his creation! It can be a little uncomfortable to have his gaze so intently upon us though. We’re nothing special, after all! Not beauty queens, academic scholars, or athletic prodigies of any kind. We might not be musical, or crafty, or organized. Our house might be a mess, and we could probably use a manicure.


Do you feel a bit squeamish under such an adoring gaze? There is good news for you! You are, in fact, his beautiful one! And he does, indeed, want to bring you out of the cold winter. He’s finished the watering season and it is finally—finally—time to rejoice in the season of renewal.





How do you feel under the gaze of the Almighty God?


Don’t be ashamed; he loves you dearly.


Heavenly Father, I don’t know why I feel uncomfortable under your gaze. You love me more than anyone else ever could! Regardless of how unworthy I think I am, I want to rise up and come away with you.




PERFECT FRIEND


“Here I am! I stand at the door and knock. If anyone hears my voice and opens the door, I will come in and eat with that person, and they with me.”


REVELATION 3:20 NIV


God created you for relationship with him just as he created Adam and Eve. He delights in your voice, your laughter, and your ideas. He longs to fellowship with you. When life gets difficult, do you run to him with your frustrations? When you’re overwhelmed with sadness or grief, do you carry your pain to him? In the heat of anger or frustration, do you call on him for freedom? He is a friend that offers all of this to us—and more—in mercy and love. He is worthy of our friendship.


The friendship he offers to us is a gift of immeasurable worth. There is no one like him; indeed, there is none as worthy of our fellowship than God Almighty, our Maker and Redeemer. Train your heart to run first to God with your pain, joy, frustration, and excitement. His friendship will never let you down!





How is God better than any friend you could ever have?


God, you are the perfect friend. If I think of all I need in a friendship, I know that I can find it in you. Thank you that your friendship surpasses all of my expectations.




WALK STEADY


Direct my footsteps according to your word;


let no sin rule over me.


PSALM 119:133 NIV


What is it about high heels? Every family album contains a photo of an adorable toddler attempting to walk in Mama’s shoes, and every woman remembers her first wobbly attempt to appear graceful in that first pair of pumps. How did she make it look so easy, so elegant? Most of us also have a memory of a not-so-graceful stumble or even a twisted ankle; yet, somehow the stiletto retains its appeal. Who hasn’t relied on the steady arm of an escort or companion in far more sensible footwear?


Walking with Jesus is a little like learning to walk in four-inch heels. Others make it look so easy, gliding along apparently sinless while we feel shaky and uncertain, prone to stumble at any moment. Will we take a wrong step? Fall flat on our faces?  (Do anyone else’s feet hurt?)





In which aspect of your walk do you feel the most steady and certain? The least? Share your confidence and your concerns with the Savior, and invite him to lead you in both.


I lean on your strong arm today, my Savior; steady me and direct my steps.




FOLLOW THE ARROW


Your ears shall hear a word behind you, saying, “This is the way, walk in it,” Whenever you turn to the right hand or whenever you turn to the left.”


ISAIAH 30:21 NKJV


Decisions, decisions. It seems a week never goes by without our needing to make at least one important choice. Whether job related, relationship motivated, or something as seemingly innocent as how to spend a free Friday, wouldn’t it be nice to have an arrow pointing us in the right direction—especially if we are in danger of making a wrong turn?


According to God’s Word, we have exactly that. When we truly desire to walk the path God sets us on, and when we earnestly seek his voice, he promises to lead us in the right direction. His ever-present Spirit is right there, ready to put us back on the path each time we wander off.





Consider the decisions before you right now. Who are you turning to for guidance? Lay your options before God, and then listen for his voice.
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