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Introduction



As you’re holding this pamphlet in your hand, look in a mirror (really any reflective surface will do). How are you stood? How are you grasping the cover? Are you reading this in public in a way which suggests you hope to be seen reading poetry? Are you reading this alone in a way which seems as though you hope to be unexpectedly disturbed reading and thus thought of as thoughtful? I ask only because such questions of appearance, performance and intent are all present in this beguiling new collection of poems.


The pamphlet begins with ‘Glory’, setting up the idea of the body as a thing which is observed – bodies which are always of the earth, the everyday, but always a little bit fabulous as well. The final poem, the second ‘Glory’, shows us a performative self which, paradoxically, might get us closer to the truer self. These are poems which are deeply involved with the art and artists which have inspired the poet; one of the big questions I felt I was being asked as a reader is whether it is the artist or what they create which has the greater truth.


Everyone reads in different ways, but it strikes me that one should move through this pamphlet in the same way one should around a gallery. Indeed, even the shifts in orientation of the page mean that we have to adjust our gaze, tilting our head as we might when considering a particular canvas hung onto a wall. The poems here in direct conversation with art and artists aren’t simply ekphrastic: they are posing questions about how it is we ‘read’ art, and by extension how it is that we ourselves might be read as we present ourselves to the world. There are comments here too about art history (though it is a knowledge worn lightly by Padraig in these poems), about how perspectives of art have shifted. In one poem we meet ‘A frog lying on a flagstone’ who is ‘either dead or just pretending’; these are poems which seem to suggest that there are no facts, only interpretations.
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