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In "The Trial of Oscar Wilde, from the Shorthand Reports," Charles Grolleau meticulously reconstructs the dramatic court proceedings of one of literature's most notorious figures. This work is not merely a transcription of the original shorthand notes but an insightful narrative interwoven with significant context surrounding the trials in 1895. Grolleau adopts a careful literary style that reflects the tensions of Victorian society, illuminating the complexities of Wilde's persona as he stands accused of gross indecency. The text serves as a crucial historical document that highlights the intersection of art, society, and justice during a period marked by rigid moral codes. Charles Grolleau, a dedicated scholar and historian, delves into the tumultuous life of Oscar Wilde, shaped by his own fascination with the interplay between art and the law. Grolleau's thorough research into Wilde's life and the sociopolitical climate of the time enriches this account. His understanding of the literary and legal implications of the trials offers a unique lens through which to view Wilde's legacy, revealing the courage of an artist contending with societal norms. This book is an essential read for anyone interested in Oscar Wilde's literary contributions as well as those looking to explore the nuances of 19th-century legal and cultural debates. Grolleau's compelling portrayal of the trials will captivate readers, inviting them to reflect on the themes of identity, artistry, and social justice that remain relevant today.
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In "Lord Palmerston," Anthony Trollope presents a compelling portrait of one of the most pivotal figures in Victorian politics, Henry John Temple, 3rd Viscount Palmerston. This literary work masterfully employs a blend of intricate character studies and astute political insight, reflecting the nuances of 19th-century British society. Trollope's rich prose and keen observations delve into Palmerston's ascendancy as a statesman, revealing his intricate relationships with other key political figures while illustrating the socio-political climate of the era marked by imperial ambitions and diplomatic maneuvering. Anthony Trollope, a prolific Victorian novelist renowned for his keen societal observations, drew upon his own experiences within the political milieu of the time to craft this engaging narrative. Trollope's deep understanding of parliamentary systems, gleaned from his work as a civil servant and his engagement with politics, enriches the text with authoritative insights. His ability to blend personal anecdotes with larger national themes aids in portraying Palmerston not merely as a historical figure, but as a symbol of the complexities of governance and public service during a transformative period in British history. "Lord Palmerston" is a must-read for those interested in the intersections of literature and politics. Trollope's incisive examination of this illustrious statesman not only enlightens readers on Palmerston's role in shaping modern Britain but also evokes a deeper appreciation for the art of governance. This book invites exploration into the character traits that define leadership and the moral challenges faced by those in power, making it an invaluable addition to both literary and historical studies.
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In "Bacon is Shake-Speare," Edwin Sir Durning-Lawrence embarks on a pioneering examination of the contentious authorship debate surrounding the works of William Shakespeare. This text intricately weaves elements of literary analysis, historical context, and biographical inquiry, positing that one of the most brilliant literary figures of the English Renaissance, Sir Francis Bacon, is the true author of the plays and sonnets traditionally attributed to Shakespeare. Durning-Lawrence employs a compelling narrative style that balances scholarly rigor with accessible language, making the intricate arguments resonate with both academics and literary enthusiasts alike. Sir Edwin Durning-Lawrence, an influential 19th-century writer and scholar, was deeply intrigued by the complexities of Shakespearean authorship, spurred by the intellectual environment of his time that questioned established literary narratives. His background in classical literature and a keen interest in Bacon's philosophical writings inspired him to synthesize historical documents, linguistic patterns, and thematic parallels, ultimately presenting a case that challenges long-held convictions about the Bard's identity and oeuvre. This book is an essential read for anyone captivated by literary puzzles, the historical context of Elizabethan England, or the ongoing debates in literary scholarship. Durning-Lawrence's thorough research and provocative assertions compel readers to reconsider not just the works of Shakespeare, but the very nature of authorship itself.
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In "The Common Law," Oliver Wendell Holmes Jr. presents a rigorous exploration of legal principles, emphasizing the dynamic nature of law as a reflection of societal evolution. Written in a concise yet eloquent style, Holmes weaves together historical context, philosophical underpinnings, and practical applications of common law. His approach is marked by clarity and intellectual depth, establishing a dialogue between law and social experience that resonates with both legal professionals and the general public. This seminal work not only critiques existing legal doctrines but also articulates his belief in law as an ever-adapting construct informed by life's complexities. Holmes, a prominent jurist and scholar, served as an associate justice of the U.S. Supreme Court for nearly three decades. His background in medicine, literature, and philosophy significantly influenced his legal thought, enabling him to draw parallels between law, culture, and ethics. His experiences in the courtroom and academia provided him with a unique perspective on the practical implications of legal theories, ultimately leading him to articulate a vision of law deeply rooted in common societal experiences. I highly recommend "The Common Law" to anyone interested in understanding the foundational role of law in society. Holmes's incisive analyses and deep reflections make this work not only a significant legal text but also a vital contribution to American intellectual thought. It is a must-read for students, practitioners, and scholars alike, seeking to grasp the evolving interplay between legal frameworks and human behavior.
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William Sir Blackstone's "Commentaries on the Laws of England, Book the First" serves as a foundational text in legal literature, meticulously elucidating the principles of English common law. Blackstone employs a didactic literary style, combining rigorous legal analysis with eloquent prose that appeals to both legal practitioners and laypersons alike. This first book tackles the nature of laws, rights, and the relationships between sovereign power and the people, reflecting the Enlightenment's emphasis on reason and individual rights. It situates itself within the broader context of 18th-century legal thought, paving the way for future legal frameworks in Britain and beyond. Sir William Blackstone, an esteemed jurist and educator, was profoundly influenced by the legal traditions of his time and his passion for harmonizing law with moral philosophy. His role as the first Vinerian Professor of English Law at Oxford allowed him access to a wealth of legal scholarship, informing his comprehensive approach to codifying laws in a manner that was both accessible and enlightening. His commitment to clarity and logic in legal discourse marked a pivotal shift in legal education, particularly with respect to the common law. For scholars, students, and practitioners of law, "Commentaries on the Laws of England, Book the First" is an indispensable resource that not only illuminates the complexities of English law but also provides historical insight into the evolution of legal thought. Its practical relevance and intellectual rigor make it a vital addition to the library of anyone seeking a deeper understanding of legal principles and their philosophical underpinnings.
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The life of a great scholar may be filled with activity as intense and continuous as that demanded by any other calling, and yet is in the nature of things uneventful. Or rather it is a story which tells itself not in outward details of perils endured, places visited, appointments held, but in the revelation of the scholar's mind given in his work. Of such revelation there is no stint in the case of Frederic William Maitland. Within his brief span of life he crowded a mass of intellectual achievements which, if regard be had to its quality as well as to its volume, has hardly, if ever, been equalled in the history of English learning. And yet though a long array of volumes stands upon the Library shelves to give witness to Maitland's work, and not only to the work, but to the modest, brilliant and human spirit which shines through it all and makes it so different from the achievement of many learned men, some few words may be fitly said here as to his life and as to the place which he held and holds in our learning.

He was born on the 28th of May, 1850, at 53 Guilford Street, London, the only son of John Gorham Maitland and Emma Daniell. Father and mother both came of good intellectual lineage. John Gorham Maitland was the son of Samuel Roffey Maitland, the vigorous, learned and unconventional historian whose volume on the Dark Ages, published in 1844, dissipated a good deal of uncritical Protestant tradition. Emma Daniell was the daughter of John Frederic Daniell, a distinguished physicist, who became a Fellow of the Royal Society at the age of twenty-three, invented the hygrometer and published, as Professor of Chemistry at King's College, a well-known Introduction to Chemical Philosophy.

Such ancestry, at once historical and scientific, may explain some of Maitland's tastes and aptitudes. Indeed the words in which Dr Jessop has summarised the work of Samuel Maitland might be applied with equal propriety to the grandson. "Animated by a rare desire after simple truth, generously candid and free from all pretence or pedantry, he wrote in a style which was peculiarly sparkling, lucid and attractive." The secret of this stimulating and suggestive quality lay in the fact that Samuel Maitland was a man of independent mind who took nothing for granted and investigated things for himself. In 1891 his grandson wrote the following words to his eldest sister, who asked whether their grandfather's works would live. "Judging him merely as I should judge any other literary man I think him great. It seems to me that he did what was wanted just at the moment when it was wanted and so has a distinct place in the history of history in England. The Facts and Documents (illustrative of the History, Documents and Rites of the Ancient Albigenses and Waldenses) is the book that I admire most. Of course it is a book for the few, but then those few will be just the next generation of historians. It is a book which 'renders impossible' a whole class of existing books. I don't mean physically impossible—men will go on writing books of that class—but henceforth they will not be mistaken for great historians. One has still to do for legal history something of the work which S. R. M. did for ecclesiastical history—to teach men e.g. that some statement about the thirteenth century does not become the truer because it has been constantly repeated, that 'a chain of testimony' is never stronger than its first link. It is the 'method' that I admire in S. R. M. more even than the style or the matter—the application to remote events of those canons of evidence which we should all use about affairs of the present day, e.g. of the rule which excludes hearsay."

Cambridge and the bar were familiar traditions. Samuel Maitland was a member of Trinity College, Cambridge, who, having been called to the bar, abandoned the professional pursuit of the law for historical research. He took orders, became Librarian at Lambeth, and ultimately retired to Gloucester to read and to write. John Gorham, seventh wrangler, third classic, Chancellor's medallist, crowned a brilliant undergraduate career by a Fellowship in his father's college and was then called to the bar, but finding little practice drifted away into the Civil Service, becoming first, examiner, and afterwards, in succession to his friend James Spedding, secretary to the Civil Service Commission, which last office he held till his death in 1863, at the age of forty-five. That he could write with point and vigour is made clear by a pamphlet upon the Property and Income Tax, published in 1853, but the work of the Civil Service Commission must have left little leisure for writing, and early death cut short the career of a man whose high gifts were as remarkable to his friends as was the modesty with which he veiled them from the world[1]. Frederic William, too, passed from Cambridge to the law and then away to work more congenial to his rare and original powers.

Of direct parental influence Maitland can have known little. His mother died in 1851 when he was a baby, and twelve years afterwards, six months before a Brighton preparatory school was exchanged for Eton, he and his two sisters were left fatherless and the sole charge of the family devolved upon Miss Daniell the aunt, who stood in a mother's place. Dr Maitland, the historian, lived on till 1866 and his home in Gloucester, still called Maitland House, was from time to time enlivened by the visits of grandchildren. The fair landscape of Gloucestershire—the wooded slopes of the Cotswolds, the rich pastures of the Severn Valley with the silver thread of river widening into a broad band as it nears the Bristol Channel, the magical outline of the Malvern Hills, the blaze of the nocturnal forges in the Forest of Dean, were familiar to Maitland's boyhood. Gloucestershire was his county, well-known and well-loved. The beautiful old manor-house of Brookthorpe, one of those small grey-stone manor-houses which are the special pride of Gloucestershire, stood upon the lands which had come into the possession of the family through the marriage of Alexander Maitland with Caroline Busby in 1785. Round it in the parishes of Brookthorpe and Harescombe lay "Squire Maitland's" lands—a thriving cheese-making district until Canada began to filch away the favour of its Welsh customers.

Maitland was at Eton from 1863 to 1869, but failed to become prominent either in work or play. "He played football, was for a while a volunteer, rowed so much that he 'spoilt his style,' spent Sunday afternoons in running to St George's chapel to hear the anthem, and more than once began the holidays by walking home to Kensington[2]." Long afterwards when the question of compulsory Greek was being hotly debated in the Senate House at Cambridge he spoke with deep feeling of a "boy at school not more than forty years ago who was taught Greek for eight years and never learnt it ... who reserved the greater part of his gratitude for a certain German governess ... who if he never learnt Greek, did learn one thing, namely, to hate Greek and its alphabet and its accents and its accidence and its syntax and its prosody, and all its appurtenances; to long for the day when he would be allowed to learn something else; to vow that if ever he got rid of that accursed thing never, never again would he open a Greek book or write a Greek word[3]." We imagine a shy, awkward delicate boy bursting into jets of wittiness at the least provocation, caring for things which other boys did not care for, misliking the classics, especially Greek, but "brought out by Chaucer" as his tutor Mr E. D. Stone reports, and discovering some taste for mathematics and a passionate interest in music. One contemporary remembers his "jolly, curiously-lined face"; another writes that he was regarded as "a thoroughly good fellow," but his striking originality of mind was perhaps only realised by one schoolfellow, Gerald Balfour, who was the sharer of many a Sunday walk and both at Eton and Cambridge bound to Maitland by close ties of friendship. To the masters Maitland presented none of the obvious points of interest. Even William Johnson, that learned and catholic scholar who made so many happy discoveries, failed to discover Maitland. The boy was not a Hellenist and his deficiencies in Greek and Latin prosody put him outside the intellectual pale. He was whimsical, full of eccentric interests, of puns and paradox and original humour. His closest school friend thought that he would possibly develop into "a kind of philosophic Charles Lamb[4]."

In the autumn of 1869 Maitland went up to Trinity College, Cambridge, as a Commoner. The learned Samuel Roffey had been a musician both in theory and practice, and the taste for music descended through the son to the grandson. The first year of Maitland's undergraduate life was given over to music, mathematics and athletics; but his earliest distinctions were gained not in the most but in the least intellectual of these pursuits. Though he can never have looked otherwise than fragile, he had outgrown his early delicacy and become an active lad with considerable powers of endurance. He won the Freshman's mile in four minutes forty-seven seconds, excellent time as records went then, and obtained his "blue" as a three-miler in the Inter-University Sports. The two mile walking race, the quarter, and the mile, fell to him at various times in the Third Trinity Sports. Nor were his athletic activities confined to the running path. His friend Mr Cyprian Williams remembers his last appearance as a racing oarsman; how on the final day of the Lent races of 1872 the Third Trinity second boat after a successful week made a crowning bump, how in the moment of the victory the crew were tipped over into the cold and dirty waters of the Cam, and how in the evening the boat dined in Maitland's lodgings over Palmer's boot-shop and kept up its festivity well into the morning.

Long before this—at the beginning of his second year at Cambridge—Maitland found his way into Henry Sidgwick's lecture-room and made a discovery which shall be told in his own words. "It is now thirty years ago that some chance—I think it was the idle whim of an idle undergraduate—took me to Sidgwick's lecture-room, there to find teaching the like of which had never come in my way before. There is very much else to be said of Sidgwick; some part of it has been beautifully said this afternoon; but I should like to add this: I believe that he was a supremely great teacher. In the first place I remember the admirable patience which could never be out-worn by stupidity, and which nothing but pretentiousness could disturb. Then there was the sympathetic and kindly endeavour to overcome our shyness, to make us talk, and to make us think. Then there was that marked dislike for any mere reproduction of his own opinions which made it impossible for Sidgwick to be in the bad sense the founder of a school. I sometimes think that the one and only prejudice that Sidgwick had was a prejudice against his own results. All this was far more impressive and far more inspiriting to us than any dogmatism could have been. Then the freest and boldest thinking was set forth in words which seemed to carry candour and sobriety and circumspection to their furthest limit. It has been said already this afternoon, but I will say it again: I believe that no more truthful man than Sidgwick ever lived. I am speaking of a rare intellectual virtue. However small the class might be, Sidgwick always gave us his very best; not what might be good enough for undergraduates, or what might serve for temporary purposes, but the complex truth just as he saw it, with all those reservations and qualifications, exceptions and distinctions which suggested themselves to a mind that was indeed marvellously subtle but was showing us its wonderful power simply because, even in a lecture room, it could be content with nothing less than the maximum of attainable and communicable truth. Then, as the terms went by, we came to think of lecture time as the best time we had in Cambridge; and some of us, looking back now, can say that it was in a very true sense the best time that we have had in our lives. We turned away to other studies and pursuits, but the memories of Sidgwick's lectures lived on. The matter of the lectures, the theories and the arguments, might be forgotten; but the method remained, the spirit remained, as an ideal—an unattainable ideal, perhaps, but a model of perfect work. I know that in this matter I can speak for others; but just one word in my own case. For ten years and more I hardly saw Sidgwick. To meet him was a rare event, a rare delight. But there he always was: the critic and judge of any work that I might be doing: a master, who, however forbearing he might be towards others, always exacted from himself the utmost truthfulness of which word and thought are capable. Well, I think it no bad thing that young men should go away from Cambridge with such a master as that in their minds, even though in a given case little may come of the teaching ... I can say no more. Perhaps I have already tried to say too much. We who were, we who are, Sidgwick's pupils, need no memorial of him. We cannot forget. Only in some way or another we would bear some poor testimony of our gratitude and our admiration, our reverence and our love[5]."

Such teaching was precisely calculated to ripen Maitland's unsuspected powers. The pupil was as modest, as exact, as truth-loving as the master, and possessed a quick turn for witty casuistry which was quite individual though not dissimilar to Sidgwick's own gift in the same direction. Under Sidgwick's influence Maitland's intellect deepened and widened. The piano was ejected from the college room; the University running path knew him no more; mathematics were abandoned for philosophy with such good result that a scholarship was gained at Trinity, and that in the Moral and Mental Science Tripos of 1872 Maitland came out at the head of the First Class, bracketed with his friend W. Cunningham, who has since won high distinction in the field of economic history. But the chief prize of undergraduate ambition, a Fellowship at Trinity, was denied him. Maitland competed, and was beaten in the competition by James Ward, now one of the most distinguished of living psychologists. Examiners make fewer mistakes than is commonly supposed, and on this occasion Henry Sidgwick and Thomas Fowler reached their decision not without hesitation. While admitting Maitland's literary brilliance and facility they discovered in his successful rival a deeper interest in the problems of philosophy and therefore a superior claim to a Fellowship in Moral and Mental Science[6].
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