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CHAPTER I. FRITHIOF AND INGEBORG




 




Many

centuries ago, there reigned in Norway a famous king called Beli, with a family

of two sons and a daughter. When the daughter, whose name was Ingeborg, had

reached her seventh birthday, the king said to Thorsten, one of his most

faithful and devoted followers, who had been constantly by his side: " My

daughter Ingeborg is the joy and pride of my heart, and I wish her to grow up

wise and sensible, as becomes a king's daughter. There is too much bustle and

excitement in the palace and I have determined to send her to live in the house

of the sage Hilding, that she may learn wisdom from his aged lips. Your son

Frithiof has always been her playmate, and she is too young to go away alone;

let him go and be educated with her." 




Thorsten's

heart was moved at the proposal which the king made to him, and he replied,

that he would gladly consent to his sovereign's wish, which he regarded as a

very great honor to himself and a boon to his son. 




The

dwelling of Hilding, surrounded with gardens and wooded hills, lay near to the

sea, and in this retired and beautiful spot Frithiof and Ingeborg were to pass

the opening years of life. They were the choicest flowers of the north, and fair

to look upon. The Princess Ingeborg was like a rosebud just bursting forth in

freshness and perfume; while Frithiof was tall and slender, and reminded the

beholder of a young oak, the crown of which is agitated by the wind, and sways

from side to side like a helmet's plume. Never before were children In the

Northland so blessed by the gods with health and beauty. Whether they listened

with beaming eyes to their instructor as he told them the stories of the

ancient heroes, or raced with each other on the flowery meadow, or danced in

the fir-woods under the silver light of the moon, they always seemed to the

observer like those fairies whose very appearance is a sign of good fortune,

and fills the heart with glad expectation. 
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Frithiof

was a little older than Ingeborg, and Hilding instructed him in the ancient and

mysterious Runic characters, which it was his delight to explain afterwards to

his companion. They frequently spent their hours of play in a little boat on the

sea, and boldly and fearlessly ventured on the waves, even when they were

tossed by the wind and white with foam; nothing pleased Ingeborg so much as to

see the spray dashing over the edge of the vessel, and she screamed and clapped

her hands with joy. Frithiof eagerly sought every opportunity of proving his

bravery, and shewing his regard for his royal companion; no tree was too high

for him to climb in search of the nests of young birds with which to surprise

and please her; and even the abode of the sea-eagle, on the lofty and

precipitous rock, was not safe from his adventurous and daring visits. From his

hand Ingeborg received the first flowers and the luscious strawberries of

spring, and the earliest golden ears of summer. Whenever they strolled for

pleasure through the woods, he carried weapons with him to protect her if

necessary, for, young as he was, he was prepared to encounter any risk on her

behalf.
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Thus the

youthful days of the happy pair passed away like a pleasant dream, undisturbed

by care or trouble. By degrees, Ingeborg grew up into lovely maidenhood, while

Frithiof became a strong and athletic youth. The pursuits of each became more

serious: Ingeborg began to devote herself more and more to ladylike

occupations, especially to the favorite art of embroidering tapestry; and her

companion joined eagerly in the chase, often returning heavily laden with

spoil. He had inherited from his father not only strength and courage, but also

a great deal of self-possession and cheerfulness. This made him a favorite with

all his companions, who were soon astonished at the dauntless boldness with

which he attacked the wild bears and other animals of the forest, few of which

escaped from his well-armed blows with club or spear. The trophies of the

hunting expedition now took the place of the flowers and fruit with which he

had formerly greeted his fair playmate, and it was his greatest reward to see

the smile of wonder at his courage, and anxiety for his safety, with which she

welcomed his return. "When they sat side by side in front of the fire of

blazing pine logs, and listened to the tales of the ancient heroes which

Hilding loved so much to tell, or when Ingeborg sang songs in honor of the gods

or gray-haired heroes who had long ago been laid to rest beneath the grass-grown

mounds, Frithiof asked himself if she could be any other than a goddess whom

the Great Father had permitted to visit the earth for a short time, to awaken

an idea of the joys of Valhalla in those who looked upon her. "The golden

hair of Freya is praised in all lands," said he to himself, ''but can it

be more splendid than Ingeborg's?" And when he looked into her eyes,

bright with the luster, and beauty of heaven, he asked: "Can it be

possible that Hilding is correct when he says that the goddess Friga, wife of

Odin, has the most beautiful eyes in the universe?" 


















 




 




CHAPTER II. THE DEATH OF BALDER.




 




Spring

returned once more to gladden the earth with its brightness, and Friga adorned

the hills, fields, and valleys with a brilliant carpet of flowers, and called

forth again the melody of the sweet songsters of the woods. On a calm evening,

when the air was fragrant with perfume, Ingeborg, Frithiof, and Hilding

ascended a hill overlooking the sea, and sat down on a large moss-covered

stone. At the request of Ingeborg, the old man told them the story of the sad

and untimely death of the god Balder. 




"Balder,"

said Hilding, "was the son of the all-powerful god Odin and his beautiful

queen Friga. His countenance was of wondrous beauty, and when he swept through

the heavens on his white charger, a glow of light and splendor attended him. Ho

was averse to evil, and hated quarrelling and strife with all his heart. Wise

and eloquent, gentle and upright, he strove perpetually to promote peace and

goodwill, to avert misfortune, and to remove sorrow and distress. He sometimes

took the form of a warrior, and mingled with the combatants in the noise and

fury of battle; but never was he tempted, in the heat of the contest, to draw

his heavenly weapons against mortals. While some of the other gods took part in

the strife and bloodshed, love and pity alone led Balder to the scene of death.

One day in the middle of summer, he observed that the warriors were nearly

exhausted from thirst. Striking the ground with his lance, a refreshing stream

of water immediately burst forth, and in other places water sprang up even at

the touch of bis horse's hoofs. These fountains never ceased to flow, and were

surrounded by groves of trees, in which Balder is honored and worshipped to this

day. His wife, the beautiful goddess Nanna, was as amiable as her husband; and

their palace stands far above the clouds, never to be penetrated by the gaze of

mortals, and free from the slightest stain of sin or impurity. 
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