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editor's

note

Show Stopper

e new year is often a time of resolutions. Traditional

intentions focus on self-improvement like health or

ﬁtness regimens, quitting bad habits, or learning

something new. If one of your resolutions this year is

to enjoy carving more, I highly recommend attending a

carving show in your area.

WCI

staﬀ often talk to ﬁrst-time attendees at

shows, who explain that they’ve always wanted to

participate but put it oﬀ for one reason or another. e

overwhelming response we hear from people is how nice everyone

is—from the carving teachers who oﬀer demos to vendors with

interesting wares to other carving enthusiasts who mingle around

display tables.

If you’ve been thinking about catching a carving show

in your area, make this the year to do so. e energy

is always palpable, and shows are a great way to get

inspired by professional artists and hobbyists alike.

Check out the

WCI

Calendar of Events on page 78 to

see what’s happening near you.

To bide your time until that next carving show,

dive into some projects in this issue from a few artists

we’ve met along the way at shows. Always popular

caricatures include our cover project from Terry Moss

that features a tall and skinny old salt with an expressive

corner-carved face (page 38). en try your luck with

Pete Zanauskas’ hilarious Leprechaun trickster with

a sneaky grin (page 20). More advanced carvers will

love Jerry McNulty’s

“

Texas Troubadour

”

that shows

how realistic posture can add an emotional weight to

full-bodied ﬁgures (page 54). en cast a spell with Bruce

Ankeny’s

“

Wizard Gnome

”

who holds a secret in his hand

(page 29). For a diﬀerent challenge, be sure to check out

Joseph A. Savarese’s advanced

“

Chained Hearts in a

Cage,

”

a uniquely beautiful whimsy (page 42).

Rounding out our spring issue are some seasonal

projects like a Celtic relief carving from Wouter de Bruijn, a

Valentine’s Day appropriate chip-carved plate from Marty

Leenhouts, and a carved spoon with a

kolrosed Green Man design from Nico

De Wispelaere (pages 34, 60, and 63).

At

WCI

, we wish you the best for the

new year and beyond. We hope you ﬁnd

inspiration in this issue and encourage

you to attend a carving show this year!

We just might see you there.
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letters

to the editor

Decorating the Tree

I chose Gerard Canavan’s “Happy Tree” project from

Issue #113 as my first carve from your wonderful

magazine. These little trees are going to be gifts for my

great grandsons, Levi and Carter. I’ve been carving for

two years now with the Pebble Creek Woodcarvers.

Happy New Year!

Nancy Mendick

Goodyear, Ariz.

Bottle Buddy

I decided to carve Dwayne

Gosnell’s “Bottle Buddy Santa”

bottle opener from Issue #113.

I had a lot of fun carving this

handy little project!

Lee Overby

Silver Springs, Fla.

Overseeing the

Pumpkin Patch

My most recent

carvings were

a collection of

pumpkin caricatures

that I called

“Guardian of the

Pumpkin People.” The

center pumpkin caricature

is a half-sized rendition of

Jim Willis’ “Pumpkin Patch

Scarecrow” from Issue #112.

He is the “Guardian” watching

over the other pumpkins.

Gib

Bird

Baraboo, Wis.

Little Friendly Dragon

I decided to carve this

little fire-breathing

fellow’s body

out of

basswood

and wings

out of cedar,

connecting them

with dowels. For

the base, I

mounted the

dragon on a

piece of burned

driftwood.

Patrick

Caron

Sainte-Luce, QC

Ready for Battle

I recently carved James

Ray Miller’s “Flat-Plane

Viking” caricature from

Issue #110 and added horns

on the helmet and carved

the shield separately. I love

your magazine! It helps me

become a better carver at

12 years old and connect to

the carving community.

Samuel

Soukup

Bedford,

N.H

.
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From Carpentry

to Caricature

As a carpenter,

I always enjoyed

working with wood,

but I wanted to

expand my skills

beyond making

furniture. I began

woodcarving in 2020

and started making

caricatures based on

people I observed

out in public and

mimicking how

they act in everyday

situations. I have been inspired by Charles Banks’ carvings

and am recently working on a caricature based on one of

my workmates.

Morten

Carstensen

Flensberg, Germany

We love hearing about the carvings that readers like you create! If you tried your hand at one of our projects, put your own spin on an existing

design, or created something original, send us an email at editors@woodcarvingillustrated.com. Please include your name, where you live,

high-res photos, and a brief description of the piece.

woodcarvingillustrated.com
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Hairy Situation

I loved Charles Banks’ “Laid Back Guy” character

from Issue #100 and chose it as my next project. I

had to make a

modification

to the head as

I accidentally

cut off too

much of his

wonderful

hair. I don’t do

a lot of flat-

plane carving,

so this was

different

and fun!

Ray Giles

Hiawassee,

Ga.
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news

& notes

2025

International

Woodcarvers

Congress

Competition and artistry reach new levels at

the longest-running carving show

By Diane Colley

Photography by Brenda Kubisiak

T

he Affiliated Wood Carvers

Limited (AWC) hosted their 57th

International Woodcarvers Congress

show, the longest-running carving

competition in the United

States, on June 9–14, 2025

in Maquoketa, Iowa. Since

the late 1960s, the nonprofit

organization has held the

annual show to highlight

the carving community

through competitions,

seminars, banquets, and judges’

critique sessions.

The 2025 event proved to be one

of the fiercest competitions yet with

200 entrees across 95 separate

categories. This year’s judges were

esteemed professional

carvers Dave Stetson,

Roger Nadrachal, and

Chris Forsythe. History

was made this year by

Joe McMullen winning

Best of Show with his

wonderfully detailed

“Sometime Say You

Can’t Get Rid of the

Bomb” caricature,

the first time the

Caricatures group has won Best of Show at

the Congress.

Following in second place, Julio Martinez

wowed the judges with his rhino carving

made from a 3

"

cube of vegetable ivory.

Julio’s win was also unique this year, as

it was the first time the runner-up came

from the Miniature group.

Third place went to

Kenneth Connell for

his “Farmers

Hand” bust,

which stood

out due to

the impressive

details that

emphasized

the caricature’s

exhausted

expression

from a life of

hard labor.

In addition to

the Best of Show

winners, the

Congress also

decided winners

for the individual

carving

Roger Nadrachal teaches a seminar on how to carve a

red fox figurine.

Joe McMullen’s “Sometime Say You Can’t Get

Rid of the Bomb” wins Best of Show.

Julio Martinez’s “Rhino”

miniature carving was

first runner-up for Best

of Show.

Kenneth Connell’s “Farmer’s

Hand” won second runner-up

for Best of Show.





[image: ]

woodcarvingillustrated.com

9

groups. First place winners included Bruce Shostak’s

“Ascending Solitada II” for Relief Carving, Russell

Clark’s “A Crow’s Nightmare” for Pyrography in Wood,

Randy Hansen’s “On the Lek” for Birds, and Charlene

Lynum’s “The Royal Cloack Rest” in the Abstract

Ornamental group. Other group winners were Bruce

Futterer for Religious/Mythical, Bruce Mabis for

Impressionistic/Free-form/Stylized, Glenn Knak for

Group Carvings, and Daniel Campbell for the Aquatic

Creatures, Amphibians, Reptiles, and Dinosaurs group.

Julio Martinez

snagged a second

win with his

red squirrel

piece placing

first in the

Animals group.

Along with the

competitions,

the show also

featured seminars

taught by 12

carving experts,

including Roger

Nadrachal,

Jan Jenson,

Dave Stetson,

Chalrene Lynum, and Fred and Elaine Stenman.

Seminar topics ranged from pyrography and chip

carving to caricatures and painting techniques. The

event also consisted of an annual banquet. Overall,

the 57th International Woodcarvers Congress left

carvers of all walks of life and skill level with a fun

and inspiring experience. The 58th International

Woodcarvers Congress will be held on June 13-20,

2026, and promises to be another exciting time where

the woodcarving community can get together and

showcase their skills and work.

For more information on the International

Woodcarvers Congress, visit woodcarverscongress.org


.

Charlene’s Lynum’s “The Royal Cloak Rest” was a winning chip-

carved piece in the Abstract Ornamental group.

Russell Clark’s spooky “A Crow’s

Nightmare” placed first for the

Pyrography in Wood category.

Designed Exclusively for

Wood Carving Enthusiasts

• Available in steel gray

or chocolate brown

• Sizes available in M-4X

• High-quality silk

screen print

Only

$19.99!

PLUS S&H

Order Today!

800-457-9112 • FoxChapelPublishing.com


• Dishwasher and

microwave safe

• 15 oz. ceramic mug

• Pearl white

Only

$14.99!

PLUS S&H
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Share Your Latest Work!

Send a professional print or digital image (300 dpi minimum) with 100 words

about you and your piece. Include your hometown, the name of the pattern

maker (if applicable), and a list of wood and materials used. Send to Artists to

Watch,

Woodcarving Illustrated

, 903 Square Street, Mount Joy, PA 17552, or email


editors@woodcarvingillustrated.com.

artists

to watch

Olaf Verbunt

Rotterdam, Netherlands

When the pandemic put a pause on his studies

in the Netherlands, Olaf Verbunt followed his

housemates’ lead and decided to pick up a

new hobby: woodcarving. He quickly fell in
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Ultra high-speed reciprocation technology 2-7-10 HATANODAI SHINAGAWA-KU

TOKYO AYTOMHCH CO ., LTD. s S aztmos52

WEBSITE: www.automach.com E-mail: a@automach.com





OEBPS/images/page006.jpg





OEBPS/images/page003.jpg





OEBPS/images/page004.jpg
LLLLLLLLLLL

JoesmORelead





OEBPS/images/page009.jpg





OEBPS/images/page007.jpg
SHARING
THEl OWE

Use Promo Code

[

for

20% Off






OEBPS/images/page008.jpg




















































OEBPS/images/page010.jpg



















