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In "Lyra Frivola," A. D. Godley explores the intricate tapestry of classical themes through a lens of wit and irony, embodying a playful yet scholarly spirit. The collection consists of a series of light-hearted poems that deftly engage with historical and mythological subjects, underscoring the duality of elegance and frivolity inherent to human experience. Godley adopts a fluid style, intertwining traditional forms with modern sensibilities, which challenges the reader's expectations and evokes a sense of nostalgia in the broader context of early 20th-century poetry, where the boundaries of high and low culture increasingly blur. A. D. Godley, a distinguished scholar and translator, had a profound grasp of classical literature and its language, which undoubtedly informed his poetic endeavors. Educated at Oxford and with a notable career as a classicist, Godley became intimately familiar with the works of countless poets and playwrights. This rich intellectual background is clearly reflected in "Lyra Frivola," where Godley's erudition is accompanied by a clever humor that invites readers to reconsider and celebrate the lighter facets of literary tradition. I wholeheartedly recommend "Lyra Frivola" to both poetry enthusiasts and scholars alike, as it offers a unique blend of classical erudition and playful creativity. Godley's work is not only a delightful exploration of literary frivolity, but it also serves as a reminder of the enduring charm of poetic forms in the contemporary landscape, making this collection an essential read for anyone seeking both intellectual engagement and artistic enjoyment.
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In "A Defence of Poesie and Poems," Philip Sidney masterfully articulates the inherent value and significance of poetry as an art form. Written in the late 16th century, this seminal work blends prose and verse to argue for poetry's capacity to inspire virtue and moral integrity, positioning it as a crucial vehicle for both artistic expression and societal reform. Sidney's eloquent style, marked by rich imagery and eloquent rhetoric, reflects the Northern Renaissance's ideals while addressing the tension between classical influences and emerging vernacular traditions. His assertions are not merely theoretical; they resonate with the cultural and philosophical inquiries of his time, particularly in response to contemporary critiques of poetry's purpose and value. Philip Sidney (1554-1586), a courtier, soldier, and poet, was immersed in the complexities of the Elizabethan cultural milieu. His experiences in court and his palpable passion for literature profoundly informed his defense of poetry. Sidney's personal struggles with the limitations of his social position and the political arena inspired him to emphasize poetry's potential for freedom of expression and its role in shaping moral character, thus reflecting the Renaissance spirit of exploration and innovation. "A Defence of Poesie and Poems" is an essential read for anyone seeking to delve into the philosophical underpinnings of literature and its social impact. It invites readers to appreciate not only the craft of poetry but also its transformative power, making it a vital work for both scholars and poetry enthusiasts alike.
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Ovid's "Remedia Amoris" serves as both a companion and a counterpoint to his earlier work, "Amores," delving into the intricacies of love and its discontents. Written in elegiac couplets, this poem adopts a wry, playful tone as it presents remedies for the heartache wrought by love. Ovid engages with themes of desire, passion, and the art of seduction, offering a satirical yet earnest exploration of the human condition. In the literary context of Ancient Rome, Ovid's approach reflects the Augustan ideals, blending the personal with the universal, while also critiquing romantic love's often destructive nature. Ovid, a key figure in Latin literature, was deeply influenced by his own experiences and the societal norms of his time. His tumultuous love life and exiled status allowed him to reflect critically on the fleeting nature of passion and the emotional turmoil it brings. "Remedia Amoris," written during a period of self-reflection, showcases Ovid's mastery in navigating themes of love while employing humor and irony to engage his readers. This text is an essential read for those interested in classical literature and the complexities of romantic relationships. Ovid's engaging style and profound insights into love's remedies make it a valuable addition to both literary study and personal reflection on the nature of desire.
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In "A Defence of Poetry and Other Essays," Percy Bysshe Shelley offers a profound meditation on the role of poetry and the poet in society. Written in an elegant and polemical style, Shelley defends poetry against contemporary critics who disparaged its value, asserting that it is essential for the cultivation of moral and emotional sensibilities. The essays blend lyrical prose with philosophical inquiry, reflecting the Romantic ideals of imagination, creativity, and the transformative power of art. Shelley's work emerges from the socio-political turbulence of early 19th-century England, illuminating the relationship between aesthetic experience and revolutionary thought. Percy Bysshe Shelley, an eminent figure in the Romantic movement, was deeply influenced by his radical ideals and personal experiences of exile and social injustice. His background in an elite school system, coupled with his early exposure to the writings of Plato and the philosophical debates of his time, shaped his belief in the necessity of poets as harbingers of change. Shelley's passion for justice and truth is mirrored in his essays, which seek to elevate poetry as a vital instrument for progress. This book is highly recommended for readers seeking to understand the intersection of art and society. Shelley's eloquence challenges us to reconsider the power of poetry, making it essential reading for anyone interested in literature, philosophy, and the social relevance of the arts.
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In "Poems 1918-21, Including Three Portraits and Four Cantos," Ezra Pound showcases his pioneering modernist style, blending imagery, rhythm, and a variety of forms that challenge traditional poetic conventions. This collection reflects Pound's response to the tumultuous social and political landscape of the post-World War I era, characterized by disillusionment and a quest for artistic innovation. The inclusion of "Three Portraits" and "Four Cantos" exemplifies his commitment to capturing not only the zeitgeist of his time but also his belief in the transformative power of art. Throughout these works, Pound's use of economy in language, alongside rich allusions to culture and history, invites readers into a complex interplay of thought and emotion. Ezra Pound, a central figure in the modernist movement, was deeply influenced by his experiences in Europe and his interactions with contemporaries such as T.S. Eliot and Gertrude Stein. His fervent desire to redefine poetry and expand its expressive capabilities stemmed from his early studies of classical literature and his fascination with various cultural artifacts. As a critic, editor, and poet, Pound's dedication to language and form laid the groundwork for much of 20th-century literature. This collection is a must-read for anyone intrigued by modernist poetry and the intricacies of Pound's vision. Readers will find themselves challenged and inspired, as Pound deftly navigates intricate themes of identity, war, and the nature of artistic creation. "Poems 1918-21" not only enriches our understanding of Pound's oeuvre but also serves as an essential touchstone in the evolution of modern poetry.
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When Christendom was groping amid the superstitions of the Dark Ages, and the Norsemen were ravaging the western part of Europe, and the princes of Islam were cutting each other’s throats in the name of Allah and his Prophet, Abu’l-Ala’l-Ma’arri was waging his bloodless war against the follies and evils of his age. He attacked the superstitions and false traditions of law and religion, proclaiming the supremacy of the mind; he hurled his trenchant invectives at the tyranny, the bigotry, and the quackery of his times, asserting the supremacy of the soul; he held the standard of reason high above that of authority, fighting to the end the battle of the human intellect. An intransigeant with the exquisite mind of a sage and scholar, his weapons were never idle. But he was, above all, a poet; for when he stood before the eternal mystery of Life and Death, he sheathed his sword and murmured a prayer.

Abu’l-Ala’l-Ma’arri,1 the Lucretius of Islam, the Voltaire of the East, was born in the spring of the year 973 A.D., in the obscure village of Ma’arrah,2 which is about eighteen hours’ journey south of Halab (Aleppo). And instead of Ahmad ibn Abdallah ibn Sulaiman ut-Tanukhi (of the tribe of Tanukh), he was called Abu’l-Ala (the Father of the Sublime), by which patronymic of distinction he is popularly known throughout the Arabic speaking world.

When a boy, Abu’l-Ala was instructed by his father; and subsequently he was sent to Halab, where he pursued his studies under the tutelage of the grammarian Muhammad ibn Abdallah ibn us-Sad. His literary proclivity was evinced in his boyhood, and he wrote verse, we are told, before he was ten. Of these juvenile pieces, however, nothing was preserved.

He was about five years old when he fell a victim to small-pox and almost lost his sight from it. But a weakness in his eyes continued to trouble him and he became, in middle age, I presume, totally blind.3 Some of his biographers would have us believe he was born blind; others state that he completely lost his sight when he was attacked by the virulent disease; and a few intimate that he could see slightly at least with the right eye. As to whether or not he was blind when he was sent to Halab to pursue his studies, his biographers do not agree. My theory, based on the careful perusal of his poems and on a statement advanced by one of his biographers,4 is that he lost his sight gradually, and total blindness must have come upon him either in his youth or his middle age.5 Were we to believe that he was born blind or that he suffered the complete loss of his sight in his boyhood, we should be at a loss to know, not how he wrote his books, for that was done by dictation; not how he taught his pupils, for that was done by lectures; but how he himself was taught in the absence in those days of a regular system of instruction for the blind.

In 1010 A.D. he visited Baghdad, the centre of learning and intelligence and the capital of the Abbaside Khalifs, where he passed about two years and became acquainted with most of the literary men of the age.6 He attended the lectures and the readings of the leading doctors and grammarians, meeting with a civil reception at the hand of most of them.
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