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      “Brief, insightful, well-researched, and extremely timely. This deserves wide circulation.”

      Peter J. Williams, Principal, Tyndale House, Cambridge

      “This concise, biblically sound book packs a powerful punch. It is a much-needed and edifying resource for the church in view of the world’s misapprehensions about Christianity. I highly recommend it.”

      Becket Cook, author, A Change of Affection: A Gay Man’s Incredible Story of Redemption; Host, The Becket Cook Show

      “Sharon James has written a critical book for a critical time. With characteristic intellectual rigor and concrete evidence, she makes an overwhelming case for the positive impact of Christianity on the world, both historically and today. But what makes this book really stand out is how clear, concise, and easy to read it is. It is well worth anyone’s time!”

      Philippa Taylor, Director, Institute for Faith and Culture

      “A vital read in our cultural moment, giving us renewed courage to see that authentic discipleship leads to the transformation of society for human flourishing, as we ourselves have been transformed by the self-giving God.”

      Benedict Harding, Head of Relay and Leadership Network, UCCF: The Christian Unions

      “The gospel is a simple, glorious message that has radically changed the world. Seeds of truth have brought forth beauty. It can be disappointing, therefore, when the massive contributions of the Christian gospel are neglected in the minds of the majority of those who benefit from it daily. Sharon James has written a uniquely powerful and clear book, demonstrating historically, sociologically, and with excellent examples that Christianity has been good for the world—and still is.”

      Ben Virgo, Director, Christian Heritage London

      “Sharon James is a gift to Christ’s church. This clear and concise book will help Christians and non-Christians see that freedom, dignity, justice, education, technology, creation care, and hospitals did not arise in a vacuum. They grew from the soil of the Christian worldview. James shows the beauty of the ways of God and how the gospel is, in fact, good news for the whole world.”

      Blake White, Lead Pastor, South Side Baptist Church, Abilene, Texas
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      “I’m done with Christianity!” Sophie exclaimed.

      Through her tears, she explained that a pastor she’d formerly respected had been found guilty of abuse. How had she been fooled into thinking he was a good man? Surely this proved Christians are hypocrites! Her college friends had long told her that Christianity is terrible for women. Maybe they were right.

      Sophie isn’t alone. A quarter of Generation Z teens say hypocrisy among Christians is a barrier to believing in God.1

      Sophie was right to be angry. All abuse is evil. It’s even more outrageous when a person in a position of trust abuses that trust. Sadly, throughout history abuse has taken place and continues to today. Sometimes it’s wrongly perpetrated in the name of Christ. But nominal, institutional religion must be distinguished from real, living Christianity. Jesus Christ strongly condemned religious leaders, and others, who hurt those in their care (Matt. 18:6). The Bible also warns of “wolves in sheep’s clothing,” and it tells us we are to judge the reality of someone’s profession of faith not by fine words (or great preaching) but by what they do. “You will recognize them by their fruits” (Matt. 7:16).

      But when we’re tempted to reject all Christians as hypocrites, or the faith as dangerous and oppressive, we need to remember that the ideals of justice, freedom, and compassion are all based on the biblical worldview. Indeed, the fact that Sophie and so many others are outraged by abuse is the outworking of that worldview.

      A growing number of commentators admit this. Tom Holland, for example, author of Dominion: The Making of the Western Mind, believed as a youth that Christianity had ushered in an age of superstition, and that the Enlightenment revived classical values.2 When he studied Christianity’s effects on Western civilization, he discovered that the self-giving example of Christ and the Christian ethic that respects all human life as made in God’s image are the real foundation of all those values we cherish.3 He writes:

      [Christianity] is the principal reason why, by and large, most of us who live in post-Christian societies still take for granted that it is nobler to suffer than to inflict suffering. It is why we generally assume that every human life is of equal value.4
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