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Should You Take Your Dog?


Dogs have been traveling with people for thousands of years. They accompanied them across the Bering land bridge from Asia to the Americas some 10,000 to 15,000 years ago; indeed, without dogs to pull heavy objects and warn of predators, people might not have survived the arduous journey. Later, traders from the Phoenicians onward carried various types of dogs from port to port, exchanging them along the way for other goods. Toy dogs accompanied great ladies wherever they went, and war dogs accompanied the Romans as they marched through Britain some 2,000 years ago.
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Today, we still enjoy having our dogs with us when we travel. A dog is a little bit of home in a sterile hotel room, a friend in a sea of strangers, a watchful eye and an alert ear in an unfamiliar place. Having a dog on a trip is a great way to meet new people.


While moving to a new home is a trip that must include the family dog, people are also choosing to take their pets along when they vacation. Today hotels and resorts are more readily welcoming four-footed travelers. Consider taking Bianca on vacation with you if she’s healthy, adaptable, well behaved, and enjoys new places and new people.
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Don’t take your pooch if you can’t spend time with her, however. Don’t take her on a business trip if you’ll be tied up in meetings or making sales calls all day. Do take her when the two of you can lounge on a beach, swim in a lake, or explore a new city together.


This book covers the practical planning that goes into taking a dog on a trip, whether it’s a one-day car ride to a new home, a one-week vacation, or a one-year sojourn overseas. You’ll learn how to find dog-friendly accommodations, how to pack for your dog, how to arrange air travel, how to find a veterinarian in a strange city, and proper travel etiquette. Happy trails!
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