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LETTER FROM THE PBS


We have some wonderfully strong selections for you this Summer, with Fiona Benson and Midden Witch our Choice for the season. Across the recommendations expect powerful and empowering poetry addressing historical wrongs, personal trauma and disability while celebrating the power of nature and the natural world. It’s wonderful to have an anthology in the recommendations; Versus Versus is an important new anthology, edited by Rachael Boast, including an international selection of deaf, disabled and neurodivergent poets. A really inspiring read.


Our podcast with Fiona Benson in partnership with Arji’s Poetry Pickle Jar is now live. We hope this helps give some extra audio context to our brilliant Choice poet and her new collection. You can listen on our website or scan the QR code below.


Thank you so much to those of you who completed the online and paper surveys circulated to members recently. We particularly value your feedback, both positive and constructive, and will use the responses to inform our future plans. More on those in due course!


We have removed the full title listings from the Bulletin but wanted to assure readers that these titles are all included on our website (www.poetrybooks.co.uk) in one place, please click on the “Bookshop” tab, then “2025 Listings” and finally choose which period you are interested in i.e. “Summer 2025”. If this does not suit you, please give us a phone call or email and we will happily send over the full list.


You’ll see in this quarter’s Bulletin we have included short bios on our guest reviewers – these are writers from the Ledbury Critics programme, The Writing Squad and Newcastle University’s Creative Writing MA. Many of these writers are published poets themselves, so if you enjoyed their reviews please seek out their own poetry on our website too.


SOPHIE O’NEILL


PBS & INPRESS DIRECTOR
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MEET OUR SELECTORS


Meet the team of expert poet-selectors who curate the quarterly PBS selections for you....


BOOKS
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Victoria Kennefick lives in Kerry. Her debut Eat or We Both Starve (Carcanet Press) won the Seamus Heaney First Collection Poetry Prize and was shortlisted for the T.S. Eliot Prize, the Costa Poetry Book Award, Derek Walcott Prize for Poetry, and the Butler Literary Prize. Her second book Egg/Shell was a PBS Spring Choice and she was an Arts Council of Ireland Writer-in-Residence.
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Yomi Ṣode is a Nigerian British writer. His debut Manorism (Penguin) was shortlisted for the Rathbones Folio Prize, the T.S. Eliot Prize, the Brunel International and the African Poetry Prize. His one-man show COAT toured nationally and his play, and breathe… premiered at the Almeida Theatre. Yomi is founder of BoxedIN, First Five, The Daddy Diaries and 12 in 12.


TRANSLATION
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Shivanee Ramlochan is a Trinidadian writer. Her debut Everyone Knows I Am a Haunting (Peepal Tree Press) was shortlisted for the Forward Prize. Her poems are anthologised in 100 Queer Poems (Faber); After Sylvia (Nine Arches Press) and Across Borders: New Poetry from the Commonwealth (Verve Poetry Press).


PAMPHLETS
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Yousif M. Qasmiyeh is a poet and translator with a doctorate from the University of Oxford. He was born and educated in Baddawi refugee camp in Lebanon. His debut Writing the Camp (Broken Sleep Books) was a PBS Recommendation and shortlisted for the Ondaatje Prize, followed by Eating the Archive (Broken Sleep Books).
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Alycia Pirmohamed is the author of the PBS Recommendation Another Way to Split Water, Pamphlet Choice Hinge and a Nan Shepherd prize winning non-fiction book A Beautiful and Vital Place. She teaches at the University of Cambridge and co-founded the Scottish BPOC Writers Network.





MEET OUR REVIEWERS


NASIM REBECCA ASL is an award-winning Glasgow-based poet. Her debut pamphlet Nemidoonam was released by Verve Poetry Press in 2023. Nasim was shortlisted for the 2025 Forward Poetry Prize for Best Single Poem – Performed.
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Which makes me the spell-catcher.
Which makes me the witch.

*

— Fiona Benson
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