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Arctic Ocean

Learn About Animals Including Polar Bears,

Narwhals, Seals, and Sea Spiders!
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Despite the arctic cold,

many people live in fishing

villages beside the ocean,

like this one in Norway.
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If you want to visit the Arctic Ocean, make sure you

pack your warmest clothes. It surrounds the North Pole,

so it’s very cold! Even though it is the smallest ocean in

the world, it still covers about 5.4 million square miles

(14 million square kilometers). That is almost one and a

half times bigger than the entire United States.
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The Arctic Ocean is landlocked. This means it is

surrounded on every side by land. The deepest spot in

this ocean is the Eurasian Basin

(yur-AY-zhun BAY-sin)

.

It is 17,880 feet (5,449.8 meters) deep, which means

you could stack almost 1,000 adult male giraffes in it!

The Arctic Ocean has the least amount of salt of all

the oceans. It is also incredibly cold. In the summer, the

water will only reach about 32 degrees Fahrenheit

(0 degrees Celsius). During the winter, it is often

way

below zero degrees Fahrenheit (-18 degrees Celsius)!

The animals that live here have adapted to this

extreme cold.

Many animals in the Arctic Ocean

eat plankton, tiny plants and

animals that drift along in the

ocean currents. This type is called

krill. They only grow to about 2

inches (5.1 centimeters) in size.
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