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  Welcome to Twitter! It looks a bit confusing, doesn’t it? It is actually very simple – take ten minutes to read this book and you’ll see for yourself.


  Twitter was founded in 2006 and within a year 400,000 tweets were posted each quarter. Fast-forward three years and 50 million tweets were posted in a day, and by 2012 an incredible 400 million messages a day were being tweeted.


  Twitter was initially used by private individuals to share status updates, but soon the true strength of the network was realized: companies use it to reach out to their customers, governments use it to reach out to their citizens, and activists use it to organize campaigns and spread awareness.


  Getting started
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  Your first impression of Twitter might be the feeling of reading several disjointed conversations, peppered with strange abbreviations and symbols, but fear not, this is about to change!


  When you first visit Twitter – at www.twitter.com – you will be asked to sign up, giving your name, an email address and a password.


  When you click ‘Sign up for Twitter’ you will be directed to a registration page that features the details you have given, a suggested Username (your ‘@’ name) that is a variation on the names you have provided, and other suggestions for Usernames you might prefer. If you don’t like any of Twitter’s Username suggestions, you can pick any name you like, but as there are so many Twitter users it might take a while before you find a good name that has not already been taken.


  Remember that other people will be able to find you by name, Username or email address, although the latter will not be shown publicly, and you can disable this option later.
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