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In "Anglo-Saxon Literature," John Earle meticulously examines the rich tapestry of early English writings, spanning from the poetic grandeur of Beowulf to the vivid allegories of religious texts. Earle's literary style is characterized by an engaging blend of meticulous analysis and accessible prose, offering readers both scholarly insight and a deep appreciation of the linguistic beauty of the period. His work situates Anglo-Saxon literature within its historical context, highlighting the cultural, political, and social forces that shaped these foundational texts.
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In "The Fairy Changeling and Other Poems," Dora Sigerson Shorter weaves a tapestry of lyrical verse that captivates with its rich imagery and ethereal themes. This collection, emblematic of the late Victorian era'Äôs fascination with the supernatural and the feminine mystique, explores the intersections of reality and fantasy. Shorter's poems evoke a delicate interplay of nature and myth, often centering around themes of transformation and the otherworldly, akin to the symbolism found in the works of contemporaries like Swinburne and Rossetti. Her adept use of meter and rhyme enhances the enchanting quality of her verses, inviting readers into a dreamlike realm filled with a sense of wonder and introspection. As an Irish poetess, Dora Sigerson Shorter's heritage deeply influenced her literary voice. Born into a family with artistic inclinations, she honed her craft amidst the blossoming Irish literary revival. Her engagement with folklore and mythology speaks to her affinity for the spirit of her native land, nurturing an enduring connection to its rich narrative traditions. Sigerson Shorter'Äôs unique perspective as a woman poet in a male-dominated literary world permeates her work, allowing her to express both vulnerability and strength. "The Fairy Changeling and Other Poems" is a compelling addition to the canon of Victorian literature, appealing to readers who cherish lyrical poetry deeply rooted in emotion and mythology. Whether you are an aficionado of verse or a newcomer seeking an enchanting literary experience, this collection invites you to experience the power of imagination and the beauty of language.
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The compendium "The Humorous Poetry of the English Language; from Chaucer to Saxe" exemplifies the rich tradition of comedic verse within English literature. Spanning centuries, it features an array of poets whose clever wordplay, satirical themes, and playful rhythms reveal the breadth of humor in the English language. From Geoffrey Chaucer'Äôs ribald tales to the nimble quips of Edwin W. Saxe, this anthology showcases how humor not only entertains but also serves as a social critique, reflecting societal norms and human idiosyncrasies across different historical contexts. The literary style varies from the intricate meter of classical poetry to the more free-spirited forms of the 19th century, offering a delightful tapestry of wit and insight that will resonate with both scholars and casual readers alike. The diverse collection is curated by various authors who, inspired by their predecessors, sought to capture the essence of humor in poetry. These contributors are not only steeped in literary tradition but have been influenced by the prevailing cultural and political climates of their times. Their unique backgrounds and poetic sensibilities provide a multifaceted view of societal humor, serving to enrich the reader'Äôs understanding of the literary landscape from the medieval to the modern. I highly recommend this anthology to those who appreciate the lighter side of literature and wish to explore how humor has evolved through the ages. It is an essential read for students, scholars, and anyone who delights in the power of laughter'Äîa reminder that even in serious times, humor can illuminate the human experience.
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"Cocke Lorelles Bote" is a fascinating example of late medieval English literature, blending elements of romance, adventure, and social commentary. Written in a lively vernacular, the text showcases a vivid narrative style that engages readers through its rhythmic verse and colorful characterizations. Set against a backdrop of chivalric ideals, the story revolves around themes of love, betrayal, and the struggles of the lower classes, making it a significant mirror of the societal norms and moral dilemmas of its time. The book stands out both for its entertaining plot and its exploration of the tensions between social hierarchy and human desires. The author, though anonymous, is believed to have been closely tied to the social milieu of 15th-century England, a time characterized by shifting power dynamics and emerging literary movements. This historical context may have profoundly influenced the author'Äôs portrayal of characters who navigate their ambitions against the constraints of class and gender. The use of humor and satire reflects both a keen awareness of the sociopolitical landscape and a deeply held belief in the humanity of all individuals, regardless of their station. With its rich tapestry of themes and accessible language, "Cocke Lorelles Bote" beckons modern readers to immerse themselves in a captivating narrative that echoes with relevance today. Whether one is a student of medieval literature or a casual reader, this text offers insights into human nature and the complexities of society that resonate through the ages.
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In "An Introduction to the Prose and Poetical Works of John Milton," the reader is treated to a comprehensive exploration of the literary offerings of one of the most influential figures in English literature. This text serves as both a critical introduction and a thoughtful anthology, presenting Milton's unique blend of poetic grandeur and prose clarity. The book situates Milton within the tumultuous context of the English Civil War and the Restoration, revealing how his works reflect the political, religious, and philosophical discourses of his time. With an analytical lens, the introduction delves into the thematic intricacies and stylistic innovations that characterize Milton's oeuvre, from the sublime verses of "Paradise Lost" to his fervent polemics defending liberty and divine justice. John Milton (1608-1674) was not only a poet but also a political thinker and a proponent of liberty, whose life experiences deeply informed his writing. A staunch Puritan, Milton was a vocal critic of tyranny and censorship, and his profound belief in the necessity of personal and political freedom played a pivotal role in the formation of his literary voice. His engagement with contemporary debates on governance and spirituality fuels his ambition to harmonize poetic beauty with moral rigor in his works. This introduction is highly recommended for both students and scholars seeking to understand the depth of Milton's literary contributions. It illuminates the intersections of art and ideology, encouraging readers to appreciate the enduring relevance of Milton's thought and creativity. A must-read for anyone interested in the evolution of English literature and the complexities of its historical context.
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To edit an English classic for study in secondary schools is difficult. The lack of anything like uniformity in the type of examination required by the colleges and universities complicates treatment. Not only do two distinct institutions differ in the scope and character of their questions, but the same university varies its demands from year to year. The only safe course to pursue is, therefore, a generally comprehensive one. But here, again, we are hampered by limited space, and are forced to content ourselves with a bare outline, which the individual instructor can fill in as much or as little as he pleases.

The ignorance of most of our classical students in regard to the history of English literature is appalling; and yet it is impossible properly to study a given work of a given author without some knowledge of the background against which that particular writer stands. I have, therefore, sketched the politics, society, and literature of the age in which Dryden lived, and during which he gave to the world his Palamon and Arcite. In the critical comments of the introduction I have contented myself with little more than hints. That particular line of study, whether it concerns the poet's style, his verse forms, or the possession of the divine instinct itself, can be much more satisfactorily developed by the instructor, as the student's knowledge of the poem grows.

It is certainly a subject for congratulation that so many youth will be introduced, through the medium of Dryden's crisp and vigorous verse, to one of the tales of Chaucer. May it now, as in his own century, accomplish the poet's desire, and awaken in them appreciative admiration for the old bard, the best story-teller in the English language.

G. E. E. CLINTON, CONN., July 26, 1897.
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The fifty years of Dryden's literary production just fill the last half of the seventeenth century. It was a period bristling with violent political and religious prejudices, provocative of strife that amounted to revolution. Its social life ran the gamut from the severity of the Commonwealth Puritan to the unbridled debauchery of the Restoration Courtier. In literature it experienced a remarkable transformation in poetry, and developed modern prose, watched the production of the greatest English epics, smarted under the lash of the greatest English satires, blushed at the brilliant wit of unspeakable comedies, and applauded the beginnings of English criticism.

When the period began, England was a Commonwealth. Charles I., by obstinate insistence upon absolutism, by fickleness and faithlessness, had increased and strengthened his enemies. Parliament had seized the reins of government in 1642, had completely established its authority at Naseby in 1645, and had beheaded the king in front of his own palace in 1649. The army had accomplished these results, and the army proposed to enjoy the reward. Cromwell, the idolized commander of the Ironsides, was placed at the head of the new-formed state with the title of Lord Protector; and for five years he ruled England, as she had been ruled by no sovereign since Elizabeth. He suppressed Parliamentary dissensions and royalist uprisings, humbled the Dutch, took vengeance on the Spaniard, and made England indisputably mistress of the ocean. He was succeeded, at his death in 1658, by his son Richard; but the father's strong instinct for government had not been inherited by the son. The nation, homesick for monarchy, was tiring of dissension and bickering, and by the Restoration of 1660 the son of Charles I became Charles II of England.

Scarcely had the demonstrations of joy at the Restoration subsided when London was visited by the devouring plague of 1665. All who could fled from the stricken city where thousands died in a day. In 1666 came the great fire which swept from the Tower to the Temple; but, while it destroyed a vast deal of property, it prevented by its violent purification a recurrence of the plague, and made possible the rebuilding of the city with great sanitary and architectural improvements.

Charles possessed some of the virtues of the Stuarts and most of their faults. His arbitrary irresponsibility shook the confidence of the nation in his sincerity. Two parties, the Whigs and the Tories, came into being, and party spirit and party strife ran high. The question at issue was chiefly one of religion. The rank and file of Protestant England was determined against the revival of Romanism, which a continuation of the Stuart line seemed to threaten. Charles was a Protestant only from expediency, and on his deathbed accepted the Roman Catholic faith; his brother James, Duke of York, the heir apparent, was a professed Romanist.

Such an outlook incited the Whigs, under the leadership of Shaftesbury, to support the claims of Charles' eldest illegitimate son, the Duke of Monmouth, who, on the death of his father in 1685, landed in England; but the promised uprising was scarcely more than a rabble of peasantry, and was easily suppressed. Then came the vengeance of James, as foolish as it was tyrannical. Judge Jeffries and his bloody assizes sent scores of Protestants to the block or to the gallows, till England would endure no more. William, Prince of Orange, who had married Mary, the eldest daughter of James, was invited to accept the English crown. He landed at Torbay, was joined by Churchill, the commander of the king's forces, and, on the precipitate flight of James, mounted the throne of England. This event stands in history as the Protestant Revolution of 1688.

During William's reign, which terminated in 1702, Stuart uprisings were successfully suppressed, English liberties were guaranteed by the famous Bill of Rights, Protestant succession was assured, and liberal toleration was extended to the various dissenting sects.

Society had passed through quite as great variations as had politics during this half-century. The roistering Cavalier of the first Charles, with his flowing locks and plumed hat, with his maypoles and morrice dances, with his stage plays and bear-baitings, with his carousals and gallantries, had given way to the Puritan Roundhead. It was a serious, sober-minded England in which the youth Dryden found himself. If the Puritan differed from the Cavalier in political principles, they were even more diametrically opposed in mode of life. An Act of Parliament closed the theaters in 1642. Amusements of all kinds were frowned upon as frivolous, and many were suppressed by law. The old English feasts at Michaelmas, Christmas, Twelfth Night, and Candlemas were regarded as relics of popery and were condemned. The Puritan took his religion seriously, so seriously that it overpowered him. The energy and fervor of his religious life were illustrated in the work performed by Cromwell's chaplain, John Howe, on any one of the countless fast days. "He began with his flock at nine in the morning, prayed during a quarter of an hour for blessing upon the day's work, then read and explained a chapter for three-quarters of an hour, then prayed for an hour, preached for an hour, and prayed again for a half an hour, then retired for a quarter of an hour's refreshment—the people singing all the while—returned to his pulpit, prayed for another hour, preached for another hour, and finished at four P.M."
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