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After several years of procrastination, Nikki started carving in 2019 and hasn’t looked back since. She lives in Austin, Texas, with her wife and dog.







Introduction


I’ve been interested in the make-believe world of gnomes since childhood. In fact, my interest in carving was sparked by my desire to create and carve gnomes to share with other people.


In this booklet, my goal is to expand the mythos of the gnome past the classic settings you might expect. After all, gnomes don’t just live in fancy walled gardens—they build their dwellings in boreal forests, up in the Andes, along the African plains, and even on a few islands throughout the Pacific. I will demonstrate basic techniques that you can use to reproduce the gnomes you see in this booklet, and set you on the course to put your own spin on the classic gnome, expanding the mythos even further. Maybe you have gnomes in your part of the world, too!
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Materials & Tools


I’m of the mind that the best tools for the job are the tools you have right now.


I’ve tried to keep the tools needed for these designs to a minimum. Each project can be completed with a knife, a few gouges, a band saw or hand saw, and (in some cases) a drill or Dremel®.


Make sure to keep the edge on each carving tool sharp through periodic honing; I use a leather strop and stropping compound for this purpose, honing my blade every 30 minutes or so. Maintaining your tools will ultimately save you money and give you a sense of self-reliance. It will also decrease your likelihood of injury, as you will not have to apply as much force while carving.


Edged Tools
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Saw: I use a Japanese hand saw with a miter board to cut my blanks to the right size. I’ve also used the saw that comes with the miter board I purchased for under $15 at my local hardware store. If desired, you could use a band saw instead.
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Roughout knife: You will use this sturdy knife to rough out the shape of your gnome. A good roughout knife will help you remove large amounts of wood with minimal effort. In this booklet, I use OCC, Helvie, and Lloyd roughout knives depending on what I’m working on. You only need one.
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Detail knife: It’s good to have at least one detail knife in your arsenal. It comes in handy for finer details, especially on the face. In this book, I use a Helvie detail knife in a homemade handle, and a Drake mini detail knife.
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Gouges: Gouges and V-tools help with small textures and hard-toreach areas. You can accomplish these tasks with a knife and a little patience; however, it’s useful to keep a few gouges and V-tools on hand. In this book, I use OCC gouges in three sizes. I also use a small ¼" (6mm) micro V-tool by Dockyard Tools.


Other Useful Items


Pencil: You’ll need one of these to draw on your pattern or make marks and measurements. I like pencils because you can erase mistakes.


Ruler: You’ll want to be able to measure while learning how to carve these patterns.


Paint: I use FolkArt® acrylic paints mixed with water to paint my figures. You can use any water-based paint you can get a hold of. Practice on scrap wood beforehand to get an idea of how it will behave on your carving.


Paint palette: Paint palettes are perfect for mixing colors and water. They’re cheap, and you can typically find them in your local craft supply store.


Paintbrushes: Where there is paint, there are brushes. I use an assortment of sizes; you’ll want at least one for painting larger areas and one for painting details.


Wood: For figure carving, I prefer basswood, as it’s soft with a consistent grain and takes color well.


Boiled linseed oil: Before painting, I use a boiled linseed oil without added hardeners to protect the wood and to help the paint soak in evenly. Everyone has a preference, and you can experiment with different types of oils to see what works best for you.


Cyanoacrylate (CA) glue: Use CA to add accessories quickly, with little wait or mess.


Sealing wax: This is not essential, but I seal all of my finished carvings with FolkArt® craft wax. It protects the paint and gives each piece a nice, finished look and feel.





Safety


When carving, wear a cut-resistant glove on your non-dominant hand to avoid injury. I also wrap my dominant thumb in 3M™ Coban™ medical tape. Carve with care and use all of the safety equipment at your disposal to avoid serious injury.


Note: In the step photos, I demonstrate cuts without safety equipment in order to clearly show the position of my fingers. Always wear protective gear while carving.





Tips & Tricks


• A well-honed knife cuts better and needs to be sharpened less frequently than the alternative. Strop your knife when you’re done using it to help maintain your cutting edge.


• The grain on each piece should run vertically, from head to feet. This will make it easier to carve different details, such as the hair texture, and will give the pieces more structural stability.


• When carving, stay aware of where the tip of your knife is at all times. For instance, when you are cutting up to a stop cut, it’s useful to know exactly where the end of the blade is to avoid shredding the wood outside the cutting area.


• Deep stop cuts and a clear separation between features will keep paint from bleeding where it shouldn’t. Keep those lines as clean as possible to make painting easier.


• When you are painting hair and beards, dilute the paint with less water than for the rest of the body (or keep it full-strength). A thicker paint is less likely to bleed into the skin of the figure you are working on.


• You can create just about any skin tone with blue, red, yellow, white, and black. Experiment with an array of hues to expand your repertoire.


• If you are painting a shadow line and it looks too harsh, you can absorb and blend the excess paint while it is still wet into the lighter color with a dry paintbrush.
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For most areas on my carvings, I dilute the paint heavily to let the grain show through.








Texan Gnome


Meet Odo Leadplant, a West Texan gnome living his best life in the Chihuahuan Desert. He dyes his clothes using different parts of a cactus and spends most of his time helping to rehabilitate jackrabbits after road accidents. He’d tell the world what the Marfa lights really are if it meant people would stop driving up and down U.S. 90 so often.


Getting Started


Cut the blank on a band saw or hand saw. If you want a taller hat, adjust the measurements accordingly. Make sure your carving tools are sharp, and keep them sharp as you go with periodic stropping. Note: Always wear a carving glove and thumb guard. The photos were taken without them to clearly show hand and knife positions. Prepare the blank for carving. Use a pencil to mark the hat, head, beard, and feet. Then, with a roughout knife, cut a little V-shaped notch wherever a line intersects with a corner.
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