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Physical Characteristics of the Doberman Pinscher
(from the American Kennel Club breed standard)


Eyes: Almond shaped, moderately deep set, with vigorous, energetic expression.


Ears: Normally cropped and carried erect. The upper attachment of the ear, when held erect, is on a level with the top of the skull.


Head: Long and dry, resembling a blunt wedge in both frontal and profile views. Top of skull flat, turning with slight stop to bridge of muzzle, with muzzle line extending parallel to top line of skull. Cheeks flat and muscular.


Neck: Proudly carried, well muscled and dry. Well arched, with nape of neck widening gradually toward body. Length of neck proportioned to body and head.


Nose: Solid black on black dogs, dark brown on red ones, dark gray on blue ones, dark tan on fawns.


Body: Withers pronounced and forming the highest point of the body. Back short, firm, of sufficient width, and muscular at the loins. Chest broad with forechest well defined. Ribs well sprung from the spine. Belly well tucked up, extending in a curved line from the brisket.


Legs: Perfectly straight and parallel to each other from elbow to pastern; muscled and sinewy, with heavy bone.


Feet: Well arched, compact, and catlike, turning neither in nor out.
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Tail: Docked at approximately second joint, appears to be a continuation of the spine, and is carried only slightly above the horizontal when the dog is alert.


Hindquarters: The angulation of the hindquarters balances that of the forequarters. Upper shanks at right angles to the hip bones, are long, wide, and well muscled on both sides of thigh, with clearly defined stifles. Upper and lower shanks are of equal length.


Coat: Smooth-haired, short, hard, thick and close lying. 


Color and Markings: Allowed Colors: Black, red, blue, and fawn (Isabella). Markings: Rust, sharply defined, appearing above each eye and on muzzle, throat and forechest, on all legs and feet, and below tail.


Height: Dogs 26 to 28 inches, ideal about 27.5 inches; Bitches 24 to 26 inches, ideal about 25.5 inches.
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Devised as a specialized guard dog, the Doberman Pinscher must be fearless and biddable, always making his master his first priority.
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To serve man as a guard dog and protector, the Doberman Pinscher possesses a powerful frame, well muscled and agile.
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There are several hundred breeds of dog that have complicated ancestries. The “true” origin of many breeds is surrounded by speculation and uncertainty, and the Doberman Pinscher is no exception. This medium-sized working breed is the epitômé of strength, agility and endurance. The breed’s original purpose was two-fold. First, it was originally developed to control vermin. Second, and most important, its purpose was to protect man as a specialized guard dog. From the very beginning, the Doberman Pinscher’s reputation for strength of character and its influence as an imposing figure were widely recognized and valued. The breed was first developed as a working dog to serve mankind, and it continues to hold that purpose today.


In comparison with other breeds, the Doberman Pinscher is of relatively recent vintage. Karl Friedrick Louis Dobermann, born in 1834 in Apolda, Germany, is widely accepted as the developer of the breed that originated around 1890 in Apolda, in Thueringen, Germany. The breed was originally referred to as Dobermann’s Dog. “Pinscher,” which translates to “terrier” in German, was later added to its name (in the United Kingdom, the breed is known simply as the Dobermann). The breed has always been a working animal, and the word “pinscher” reflects the original purpose of vermin control.


Louis Dobermann’s background is as much of an uncertainty as the breed that carries his name. Dobermann was said to have held several different occupations before his death in 1893. He was a tax collector, night-watchman, meat cutter, dog catcher and manager of the animal shelter in his area. Regardless of his place of employment, his skills as a breeder were recognized despite his modest education. His intentions were to set out and create a medium- to large-sized working dog that would protect him during his travels throughout the day. Although Dobermann kept no breeding records, it was not long before he was successful with his attempts.
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Its German brethren in black and tan, the Rottweiler contributed its unique coloration and some of its brawn to the Doberman Pinscher.




“SCHNUPPS” ANYONE?


In the Germany of yesteryear, the Doberman Pinscher was also known as “Schnupps,” which means police or soldier dogs.





Most agree that the Doberman Pinscher is a descendant of the Rottweiler, smooth-haired German Pinscher, Thueringian Shepherd and Great Dane. In the late 1800s, there were some indications that the breed was also crossed with the Greyhound, German Short-haired Pointer and Manchester Terrier. The Doberman Pinscher absorbed many positive qualities from each of these breeds; all of them greatly contributed to its foundation. For example, the Manchester was said to give the breed a darker eye and improve the quality of the coat with its shortness and deep tan markings. The Greyhound likely contributed to the breed’s sleekness, and the Rottweiler supplied the black-and-tan coloration.


During the 1800s, the city of Apolda was a flourishing trade center. A popular annual event was known as the “dog market.” This festival took place each year on the seventh Sunday after Easter and featured a parade of dogs. The event attracted hundreds of spectators who crowded the streets to take part in the celebration. Participants enjoyed fine foods and refreshments but, most importantly, gathered anxiously to await the arrival of the dogs. Many local dog breeders arrived with their breeding stock for public sale. In those days, many of the dogs were mixed breeds. In all likelihood, Louis Dobermann proudly displayed his Doberman Pinschers at this annual event.
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Some authorities claim that the German Shorthaired Pointer was used in the creation of the Doberman Pinscher, possibly contributing to the breed’s intelligence and trainability.


Early specimens of the breed were extremely heavy-set, with stocky, coarse heads. Like several other working breeds of the time, the Doberman Pinscher was developed primarily for protection. Early specimens were very different from the square, muscular, compactly built Doberman Pinschers bred today. Louis Dobermann, and many other breeders who followed him during that era, were concerned more with the breed’s guard-dog qualities and characteristics than its conformation. Early examples of the breed in the 1900s continued to have coarse heads, poor fronts and short legs.


After Dobermann’s death, several other breeders continued to improve and move forward with the breed’s development. They included Otto Goeller, Goswin Tishler and Gustav Krumbholz. Goeller was one of the first breeders who started to refine the Doberman Pinscher from its thick-bodied appearance. He began concentrating more on elegance as an important breed quality.
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Early crosses with the Manchester Terrier improved the quality of the Doberman Pinscher’s sleek black-and-tan coat.
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The German Pinscher is considered the most ancient of the three pinscher breeds. The Doberman is the largest, and the Miniature Pinscher is the smallest.


DOBERMAN PINSCHERS IN THE UNITED STATES


The first Doberman Pinscher was imported to the United States by E. R. Salmann in 1898. Unfortunately, little information is available about Salmann or his dog. According to the AKC’s (American Kennel Club) Stud Book, Doberman Intelectus (a black-and-tan) was the first dog listed in this book in 1908. This dog’s sire was Doberman Bertel, a German import, and his dam was Doberman Hertha. Doberman Hertha earned her championship in 1912 and became the first recorded American champion. Ch. Doberman Dix was the first male and first American-bred champion. The Doberman Pinscher Club of America was founded in February 1921.




THE DICTATOR STUD


Ch. Dictator of Glenhugel was one of the breed’s most renowned stud dogs. He is remembered for passing along two distinctive traits: the first was his favorable temperament and the second was a cowlick at the “nape” of his neck. Dogs that have this cowlick are said to have the “mark of Dictator.”





In the beginning, prior to the start of the war in Europe, the style of the American Doberman Pinscher was tremendously influenced by the breeders of German and Dutch heritage. By the late 1930s and early 1940s, many influential dogs began to emerge. Ch. Westphalia’s Rameses was one of these instrumental dogs. Rameses produced Ch. Dow’s Illena of Marineland, who later produced 12 champions. This was quite an accomplishment for this time period. The record was broken first by Ch. Patton’s Ponder of Torn, who sired 16 champions, and then by Ch. Brown’s Dion, who sired 35 champions. The Doberman Pinschers of this time had low croups, short necks, long backs, light eyes, short heads and poor fronts. Some other leading producers from the early 1940s through the early 1960s were Ch. Alcor v. Millsdod, Ch. Dictator v. Glenhugel, Ch. Delegate v. Elbe and Ch. Steb’s Top Skipper.
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The early crossings with the swift and graceful Greyhound are indicated in some German breeding accounts.
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The American Doberman Pinscher is a stylish, elegant working dog with dramatically cropped ears.




DOBERMAN PINSCHERS IN PURPLE AND GOLD


The most prestigious show in America is surely the Westminster Kennel Club dog show, held each year in New York City. It is the longest running dog show in the world. The first Doberman Pinscher to claim the Best in Show trophy did so in 1939, Ch. Ferry v. Rauhfelsen of Giralda (owned by the famous Giralda Farms). In 1952 and 1953, Ch. Rancho Dobe’s Storm (owned by Mr. and Mrs. Len Carey) did what few show dogs have ever accomplished by winning Westminster for two consecutive years. Over four decades later, in 1989, Ch. Royal Tudor’s Wild As The Wind (owned by Richard and Carolyn Vida, Bethe Wilhite and Arthur and Susan Korp) took the honor as the last Doberman of the 20th century to claim this prestigious win.





Unfortunately, the early 1960s was also a period when the Doberman Pinscher received damaging public criticism. There were a few isolated incidents that would severely damage the breed’s image for several years to come. A few cases of small children being attacked and killed by the breed quickly resulted in all Doberman Pinschers being labeled as vicious, man-eating dogs. The media quickly jumped on these incidents, and the breed’s temperament was under strict scrutiny well into the late 1960s. It was not until the early 1970s that things finally settled down and the breed began to make a strong comeback in the U.S.
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The Deutsche Dogge, as the Great Dane is known in Germany, is frequently identified as an early predecessor of the Doberman Pinscher.


Women played a huge role in the style, direction and shaping of the American Doberman Pinscher. This was very different from Europe, where the breeders were, for the most part, male. In fact, as late as 1983, Margaret Bastable was the only woman in Germany that was licensed to judge Doberman Pinschers. Some of the top influential American female breeders include Peggy Adamson, Tess Hensler, Jane Kay and Joanna Walker—to name just a few.
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Doberman Pinschers have a long history of police work. These dogs were shown in a police dog competition in Moscow, Russia at the turn of the 20th century.


THE DOBERMANN IN THE UNITED KINGDOM


Dobermanns were first imported to England in the mid-1920s, but their numbers were inconsequential. There were fewer than a dozen imported before the start of World War II. At first, the breed had a limited following. One of the early imports that made a huge impact on the country was a bitch named Ossi v. Stresow. “Ossi” was owned by famous author and cooking expert Elizabeth Craig. The dog’s popularity was enormous. Ossi was featured in The Sunday Express and nicknamed “The Most Romantic Dog in the World.”


Unfortunately, the quality of early Dobermann imports to Great Britain was extremely poor. By today’s show standards, they would be considered “pet quality” at best. Some of the first dogs imported to England possessed many of the same unfavorable characteristics as many of the early American dogs. For a working dog, the breed was not sound. They were poor movers, the result of weak fronts, shallow chests, bad feet and coarse outlines. Finding a decent-quality dog was nearly impossible. Furthermore, in the late 1930s and early 1940s, most of the top specimens found in Germany were not being made available to interested English parties. Therefore, the residents of the United Kingdom were forced to develop their own breeding programs and bloodlines from the limited stock that was made available. Four individuals that were responsible for this movement were Lionel Hamilton-Renwick, Fred and Julia Curnow and Peter Pitt-Milward.
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In the 1920s, the famous Hutchinson’s Dog Encyclopaedia published this photo of the breed, identifying the breed as the “Dobermann Pinscher.”


[image: image]


Exhibits from abroad, as well as from England, arrived for the Crystal Palace show in London in 1933, organized by England’s Kennel Club. The only German dog at the show was a Doberman Pinscher, shown here with famed writer Elizabeth Craig.


The Curnows established the famous Tavey Kennels. The Tavey Kennels would become a big influence in the effort to breed better quality Dobermanns in England for several years to come. In 1948, the Dobermann Club was formed in the United Kingdom. Its name would later be changed to The Doberman Pinscher Club. Sir Noel Curtis-Bennet was the first president and Fred Curnow was the chairman. After moving to Portugal, Pitt-Milward went on to be the founding member of the International Dobermann Club.
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In Germany, Doberman Pinschers frequently were used in police and military work. In this photo, circa 1912, a German police dog trainer is putting a trainee through a practice session.


Two of the first dogs imported from Germany by Fred and Julia Curnow were Derb and Beka von der Brunoburg. “Beka” was a black-and-tan bitch bred by Herr Carl Wienenkotter out of Frido v. Raufelsen and Unruh v. Sandberg. “Derb” was a black-and-tan male sired by Axel Germania, by Beka’s dam Unruh v. Sandberg. The Curnows bred these two imports, which were the start of their foundation bloodlines.


Lionel Hamilton-Renwick’s influence as an English breeder began when he imported Birling Bruno v. Ehrgarten from Switzerland. The dog was a black-and-tan male bred by Mr. W. Lenz. The breeding that later followed (Birling v. d. Heerhof and Birling Bruno v. Ehrgarten) would produce the first Dobermann male champion in the United Kingdom.


The Curnow kennel began to grow in quality and reputation shortly after acquiring Prinses Anja v’t Scheepjeskerk. This bitch was bred by Mrs. Kniff Dermout. “Prinses” was a daughter from the famous Dutch and Int. Ch. Graaf Dagobert v. Neerlands Stam. She was later bred to Bruno of Tavey and produced Britain’s first and only show and obedience champion, Dual Ch. Jupiter of Tavey.


Mary Porterfield and Sgt. Harry Darbyshire of Bowesmoor Kennels would later become a strong Dobermann force in England. Bowesmoor Kennels specialized in breeding and training working dogs, and acquired Ulf v. Margaretenhof and Donathe v. Begertal. These two dogs would have a tremendous influence on the “working” potential of the breed. Darbyshire trained and handled “Ulf” for the Surrey Police Dog Section. This dog would later become the first Dobermann working-trial champion.


[image: image]


The Doberman Pinscher was very rare in the U.K. until after World War II. This is an early German import photographed in England in the mid-1920s.


By the 1950s, the breed began to increase in both popularity and quality in the show ring. In 1950, there were nine Dobermanns that participated at Crufts. By 1952, there were fifteen entries, but only two classes, Novice Dog or Bitch and Open Dog or Bitch. They were judged by H. G. Sanders, and the Best of Breed winner was Hamilton-Renwick’s Birling Rachel. The start of the Challenge Certificate also began at Crufts in 1952. Leo Wilson (founding member of the Dobermann Club) gave the first certificate to a bitch named Elegant of Tavey, who later went on to be the breed’s first U.K. champion.
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At the turn of the century in eastern Switzerland, the foresters took Doberman Pinschers with them as guards and companions. Doberman Pinschers were also used for pulling wagons and sleds, along with carrying loads for the foresters.
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The Dobermann, as the breed is called in the U.K., has natural drop ears; ear-cropping is banned in that country.





[image: image]



IS THE DOBERMAN PINSCHER THE RIGHT DOG FOR YOU?


If you’re interested in acquiring a dog that is shy, disobedient and high-strung, the Doberman Pinscher is not for you. Instead, this magnificent breed is the complete opposite. The Doberman Pinscher is an alert, loyal, intelligent working dog that is as affectionate and responsive as any breed in existence. Its great muscular physique, striking color and willingness to please its owner have certainly contributed to its reputation. Although its popularity fluctuates from year to year, it continues to be one of the most desired breeds of dog in the world. It is the only breed of dog that was bred specifically to protect man, and it has successfully done just that for over a hundred years in many different countries.
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The Doberman Pinscher is a fun-loving, playful dog who welcomes a daily game of fetch with his owner.


PERSONALITY AND TEMPERAMENT


This watchful, fearless, biddable athlete is one of the most (if not the most) versatile working breeds. It can be trained to compete in obedience trials and agility, and is a superlative show dog. The dog’s desire to work for his owner, and the fact that he is easily trained, has enabled the breed to perform exceptionally well as a police and war dog. Police departments across the world continue to use the breed in their established K-9 units to track and apprehend criminals. The U.S. Marines and other branches of the military used the breed for various assignments during World War II. In fact, World War II was where the Doberman Pinscher gained its reputation as a fierce canine with a savage disposition. This unfortunate stigma is for the most part more myth than fact, especially in the United States and the United Kingdom.


When trained and conditioned correctly, the Doberman Pinscher is a well-balanced, trustworthy family dog. His loyalty to his loved ones and family members is unsurpassed. The breed brings constant devotion and affection to those who are willing to accept it. The fact that the breed is sometimes feared and distrusted is rather disappointing. To understand the Doberman Pinscher is to understand its temperament. As a watchdog and guard dog, its function and main priority is to protect. This protection includes your property and the individuals that are fortunate enough to share this space with the dog. Responsible training and early socialization are important in keeping the breed’s protective nature in check. “To protect” does not mean that the dog should be trained to attack and bite intruders, or, even worse, assault friends or loving family members. If a Dobe is too aggressive and shows signs of unreliability, he can be extremely dangerous to everyone around him.
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Doberman Pinschers must be socialized with children when the dogs are young. When reared within a household with children, Doberman Pinschers willingly and lovingly accept the children as their own.


THE DOBERMAN PINSCHER AND CHILDREN


One of the very first questions that usually occurs before a family purchases a dog of any sort is the breed’s adaptability to children. Even if there are not any children living in the home in which the dog is to be kept, it is likely that the dog will at some point be exposed to them. Once again, early socialization is extremely important to the breed’s willingness to accept children and any other unfamiliar individuals that cross his path. If the dog is purchased at an early age (eight to ten weeks), the adaptability will be much easier. If the breed is acquired at a later age, and has already developed a mistrust or dislike for children, you could have a problem. The young Doberman Pinscher will quickly accept children as cherished family members and will socialize with them from the beginning, while practicing his genetic protective nature. For the older dog, it may take more time for a trusting relationship between child and dog to develop.
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